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THE OIL AND TALLOW TRADE
rffiote.—For .information, regarding the scope of the Census, 
instructions given to-.firms for making returns,, and definitions of the 
terms used in this report, reference should be made to the Intro
ductory Notes on pages v to xviii.

Introductory
This trade comprises firms that were, engaged wholly orhrfamly 

in -the,' blending of Lubricating oils (qther-than lubricating oils made 
at petroleum refineries, for jvhich see pages 378-82)"'and, the^refining 
or blending of fish oils and animal fats- The following table shows 
the main results of the Censuses of 19*30- and 1924 in respect,of firms 
in Great Britain, that employed an average of more than ten 
persons:— j

* These figures include particulars in respect of the few firms in Northern Ireland 
regarding which separate information is not available for publication.

* Not available.

Particulars Unit ,1930 1924

Value of products made and of work done (Gross £’000 16;446 - ljl,757
output); I

Cost?6f materials used ... ... ... ... 11,494 9,324
Paid for work given out to other firms ... - ... ; 2 1
Net output ........................................................... 4,950 2,432
Average number of persons employed .............. No. 8,081 6,303
Net output per person employed ... ... ... £ 613 386
Power available !r

Prime movers ... ... ... ... ... H.P. 6,792 5,695
Electric motors driven by purchased electricity 7,814 3,967

Number of returns ... ... ......................... No. 168 178
Number of establishments ... ... ... " ;‘h86 . *

Deficiencies in 1930 aggregates.—The aggregate number of 
persons “Employed in 1930 by 'firms that Stated "that they employed 
not more that ten persons on the average w,as 2,033, the correspond
ing figure for’1924 being 1,342*.  In addition,’ 27 firms to, which 
schedules were sent at the' 1930 Census an’d 40 at that of 1924 
furnished no information; these firms either had small businesses 
or had ceased productive operations, before the end of the censal year.

The value of the gross output of the small firms in 1924 was 
Hl, 792,000*,  and particulars ofi,the items included in this figure are
given below:—

£’000
Lubricating oils, mixed, including greases .............. 702
Animal (except marine animal) pHs, fats and greases 

(except lard and stearine) ... ... ... . ... 566
Stearine .................................................. ' ••• 18
Fish and marine animal oils

Whale oil .........................   8
Other and unclassified .1. ... ... ... 39

Other oils (except petroleum and vegetable and seed ’ 
oils) ............................................ .... 270

Bones for manufacturing purposes and for manure ... 29
Other goods ........................................................... 160

Total ......................... 1,792
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About 18 per cent, of the total number of persons employed by all 

firms in this trade in 1924 and 'about, 13 per cent, of the value of the 
gross output was recorded on returns made by firms employing not 
more than ten persons. The number of employees recorded by firms 
of this kind at the 1930 Census was about 20 per cent, of the total 
reported by all firms. It is possible that the numbers recorded for 
1930 may include persons employed mainly in merchanting 
operations.

Size of firms.—In the following table the main particulars 
recorded at the Census of 1930 are grouped according to the average 
numbers of persons shown in the returns :—

Size of firm
(average 
numbers 

employed)

Number of 
returns

Gross
output

Net 
output

Average 
number 

of persons 
employed

' Net 
output 

per person 
employed

No. £’000 £’000 , No. ... £
11-24 77 1,790 425 1,263 337
25-49 46 2,786 731 1,578 463
50-99 28 3,545 700 1,977 354

100-199 11 4,319 1,545 . 1,541 1,003
200-399 6 . 4,006 1,549 1,722 900

Total 168 16,446 4,950 8,081 613

Regional distribution.—In the following table the results recorded 
at the Censuses of 1930 and 1924 are grouped according to the 
principal areas*  of Great Britain in which firms in this trade are 
situated:—

* For particulars see page xviii.

Area Number of 
returns

Gross 
output

Net 
output

Average 
number 

of persons 
employed

Net .
output 

per person 
employed

No. £’000 £’000 No. £
C1930 41 4,395 1,505 2,703 5571 ...51 1924 30 2,299 523 1,420 368
(1930 46 7,351 2,498 2,668 936
1 1924 49 4,546 973 1,962 496
r 1930 18 522 161 507 317

3 1 1924 19 788 137 569 241
(1930 9 510 97 251 389

4 1 1924 12 406 110 340 324
(1930 26 2,616 458 1,110 412

6 ...k1 1924 26 2,239 379 781 485
(1930 16 704 134 543 247

9 ...<l 1924 16 819 119 517 236

10 ...< (1930 8 247 61 230 265
i 1924 14 327 101 480 210

Other J' 1930 A 101 36 69 519
areas ... £1924 12 333 90 234 385

Total <r1930
1924

168
178

16,446
11,757

4,950
2,432

8,081
6,303

613
386

Northern Ireland.—Owing to the risk of disclosing particulars 
relating to individual firms,' separate details of the output of the 
Oil and Tallow Trade in Northern Ireland in 1930 were not pub
lished, the information being combined in general totals covering 
the manufacture of chemicals, fertilisers, paints and oils (see 
page 264).

production
Principal products.—The foliowing table shows the value and, 

where available, the quantity of mixed lubricating oils and Qther oils1 
and fats produced in 1930 and 1924:—

1924

Returned on schedules for

Kind of product

Lubricating oils, mixed, 
including greases:— 

Returned.in tons

Returned in gallons

Total—Lubricating oils

Animal oils, fats and greases 
(except marine animal) 
Tallow, not refined 
Refined tallow and oleo- f 

margarine and oleo oil)

Other and unclassified 
, animal oils, fats and 

greases (except lard, 
dripping, suet and 
stearine)

Stearine ...

Total—Animal oils, fats 
and greases ...

Fish and marine animal oils, 
fats and greases (refined 
and unrefined) :— 

Whale oil
Cod and cod liver oilf ...
Other and unclassified 

fish and marine animal 
oils, etc.

Total—Fish and marine 
animal oils ...........

1930

The Oil and 
Tallow Trade All trades

Total

. Quan-, 
tity Value Ent

ries
Quan
tity Value Ent

ries
Quan
tity Value

Th. £’000 No. Th. £’000 No. Th. £’000
tons tons. tons

249-9 6,089 76 272-8 6,754 136 186-3 4,638
Th. Th. Th.

galls. ’ galls. galls.
17,451 1,573 15 17,451 1,573 15 4,863 583

7,662 8,327 5,221

Th. Th. Th.
tons tons tons

11-8 320 31 14-1 388 42]
10-7 647 30 10-9 652 32* 166 3 * 172 - 4

f 62-9 2,722f
1 * 585f

10-0 225 28-9 770
4-0 131 8 7-2 298 io 5-2$ 222$

1,489 2,280 3,529

30-1 915 10 30-1 915 10 8-8 293
5-4 149 14 5-4 149 14)

10-7 322
9-9 237 22 14-2 370

31|

1,301 1,434 615



366 CHEMICAL AND ALLIED TRADES

Kind of product

1930 1924

Returned on schedules for
TotalThe Oil and 

Tallow Trade All trades

Quan
tity Value Ent

ries
Quan
tity Value Ent

ries
Quan

tity Value

Other oils (except petro-1
leum and vegetable and!-
seed oils) ... ...J

Lard compound...............

Th. 
tons
10-1

*

33-5

£’000

273
29

1,428

No.

22
2

13

Th. 
tons
11-8

*

44-4

£’000

313
38

1,901

No.

27
5

22

Th.
tons

. 30-0
*

25-1$

£’000

839
209

1,507$

Total—
Principal products ... 12,182 14,293 11,920

* Quantity not stated.
+ Consisting of “ Animal fats and tallow ” :— 

Th. tons £’000
Crude ... ... ... ... ... 32-1 1,083
Refined ... ... ... ... ... 30 • 8 1,639
Not separately distinguished  585

$ So far as separately recorded.

Prices.—The average selling values of the principal classes of 
oils and fats in 1930 and 1924, as calculated from the Census 
returns, are shown in the following table. It should be borne 
in mind that these comparisons do not take account of any changes 
that may have occurred- since the earlier year in the quality or 
description of the products included under the specified headings :—

Kind of product

Imbricating oils, mixed, including 
greases

Animal oils, fats and greases:— 
Tallow, not refined
Refined tallow and oleo-margarihe 

and oleo oil ... ...
Other oils, etc. (except lard, stearine, 

dripping, suet and other edible 
animal fats) J .

Stearine
Fish and marine animal oils, fats and 

greases (refined and unrefined):— 
Whale oil ... ... 
Cod and cod liver oil
Other oils, etc. J

Other oils (except petroleum and 
vegetable and seed oils) ...

Lard compound  ...

Average value 1930 as a 
percentage 

of 19241930 1924

£ per ton £ per ton Per cent.

24-76 24-90 99-4

27-45 33-76* 81-3

60-07'1
>37-65 53-13f 70-9

26-77J
41-13 38-07 108-0

30-40 33-42 91-0
27-47 29-58 92-9
26-08 29-95 87-1
26-62 27-96 95-2

42-79 60-64 70-1
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Volume of production in 1930 and 1924.—The following table 

compares the volume of production in 1930 and 1924 of lubricating 
and other oils and fats of the kinds specified :—

* So far as separately recorded. f This may include lard, dripping, etc.

Kind of product

Total production
1930
as a 

percentage 
of

1924

1930 1924

As 
returned

As 
returned

At 1930
average 
values

Lubricating oils, mixed, including 
greases

£’000

8,327

£’000

5,221

£’000

5,190

Per cent.

160

Animal oils, fats and greases 
(refined and unrefined):—

Stearine ... 298 222 240 124

Other and unclassified (except 
lard, dripping, suet, and other 
edible animal fats) ............ 1,982 3,307+ 2,481 80

Fish and marine animal oils, fats 
and greases (refined and un
refined) :—

Whale oil ............................ 915 293 267 343

Other and unclassified............... 519 322 281 185

Other oils (except petroleum and 
vegetable and seed oils) 351 1,048 998 35

Lard compound ............................ 1,901 1,507* 1,056

Total ........................... 14,293 11,920 10,513 136

Production, exports and imports.—The following table shows, in 
relation to production, the quantities of the principal classes of 
animal and fish oils, fats and greases, exported from the United 
Kingdom in 1930 and 1924, together with the quantities imported 
and retained. As regards the 1930 figures of production, the 
deficiencies referred to on page 363 of this report should be borne 
in mind; the figures for 1924 include the output of firms in Northern 
Ireland and, in addition, the output of the small firms.

22181 N

* Animal fats and tallow, crude.
J Including some unclassified oils, etc. in each year, 
f Animal fats and tallow, refined.
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Kind of product Produc
tion Exports

Propor
tion of 
produc

tion 
exported

Retained 
imports

Avail
able 

for use 
in the 
United 

Kingdom

Share 
of home 
market 
held by 
British 

products

Th. tons Th. tons Per cent. Th. tons Th. tons Per cent.
Lubricating oils,' 

mixed, including 1930
[1924

344*
246*

30*
5*

9
2

t
2*

314*
243*

100
99greases ...J

Animal oils, fats and
greases (except marine
animal) :—
•Tallow, not re- jf 1930 14 1 4-1 29-1 29-5 39-5 25-3

fined ... ...
Refined tallow'

\J924 t 10-3 36-4

and oleo mar- 1930 13’711 1-6 11-7 30-8 42-9 28-2
garine and oleo 
oil .............. .

"1924 i 5-4 27-3

Other and un-
classified oils, 1930 28-9 11-3 39-1 7-4 25-0 70-4fats and greases 
except lard and 
stearine

"1924 t 12-4 5-9

Stearine ... ...« r 1930 7-2 2-7 37-5 0-9 5-4 83-3
7924 5-7 l 2-1 36-8 3-1 6-7 53-7

Fish and marine animal
oils, fats and greases 
(refined and unrefined):
Whale oil ...« 1930 30-1 5-6 18-6.. 82-4 106-9 22-9

1924 9-0 4-3 47-8 31-3 36-Q 13-1
Other sorts (in-' 
eluding cod liver 
oil) ...

1930
"1924

19-6
11-9

11-0
10-0

56-1
84-0

16-9
10-4

25-5
12-3

33-7
15-4

Lard compound ...»f 1930
^1924

.44-4
25-2$

3-0
2-2

6-8 3- 6
4- 0

45-0 92-0

* Estimated weight; gallons have been converted to tons at the rate of 245 gallons 
to the ton.

f Negligible.
j Separate figures not available. The production of “ Animal fats and tallow ” 

recorded for 1924 was as follows 4 I
Th. tons £’000

Crude  ... 36-0 1,246
Refined ... ... ... ... ... 40-7 2,083
Not separately distinguished ............. 699

|| Including an estimate of the weight of refined tallow, etc., returned by value 
only.

. § So far as recorded separately.
Work done for the trade or on commission.—The. total amount 

recorded as received for work done for the trade in 1930 was 
£14,000, the corresponding total for 1924 being £11,000.

Other products.—In addition to the output shown in the table of 
principal products on pages 365-6, the following goods were pro
duced in 1930 and 1924 by firms that made their returns on 

** schedules for the Oil and Tallow Trade. These goods are dealt with 
in the reports on those trades in which the principal output, was 
recorded.

* Not separately recorded.
f Including £175,000 in respect of petroleum products.

Kind of goods
1930 1924

Value Value

Dripping, suet and other edible animal fats ...............
£’000

220
£’000

*
Lard (not including lard compound) ............. . 267 *
Vegetable and seed oils

Refined ... ... ... ... ...
Unrefined

2,7351
193 J 2,812

Bones
For manufacturing purposes ... .......................... 67 50
For manure...................................... .......................... 21 35

Feeding stuffs for animals and poultry:—
Fishmeal 129 299
Other feeding stuffs............... ... 151 104

Fertilisers ......................................................................... 51 98
Other goods ......................................................................... 342 475f

Total 4,176 3,873

Waste products sold.—Sales of greaves, cracklings and other 
waste products recorded by firms in the Oil and Tallow Trade 
amounted to £74,000 in 1930 and £36,000 in 1924.

Employment and Wages
Employment.—The following table shows the average numbers 

of persons employed in 1930 and 1924:-—

Persons employed
Males Females Total

Under
18

All 
ages

Under
18

AU 
ages

Under
18

AU
ages

1930
Operatives (average for the year)
Administrative, technical and 

clerical staff (as at 18th 
October) ..........................

262

191

4,145

2,454

103

122

651

831

365

313

4,796

3,285

Total ................ 453 6,599 225 1,482 678 8,081

1924
Operatives (average for the year)
Administrative, technical and 

clerical staff (as at 18th 
October)

180

109

3,992

1,564

66

57

271

476

246

’ 166

4,263

2,040

Total ................ 289 5,556 123 747 412 6,303

22181 N 2
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Wages.—The available information as to the amount of wages 
paid in 1930 and 1924 is given on pages 252 and 253.

Power
The following table shows the capacity of prime movers, electric 

generators and electric motors ordinarily in use and in reserve 
or idle in 1930 and 1924:—

Power 
equipment

1930 1924

Ordinarily 
in use

In 
reserve 
or idle

Total Ordinarily 
in use

In 
reserve 
or idle

Total

Prime movers
Reciprocating steam

H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P.

engines 5,128 682 5,810 4,306 426 4,732
Steamturbines
Internal combustion 

engines:—

105 105

Gas ...............
Petrol, kerosene, or

519 110 629 727 190 917

other light oils ... 81 6 87 26 26
Heavy oils... 111 50 161 — — —

Water engines — ■■■■ Sfefei — 20 — 20

Total 5,944 848 6,792 5,079 616 5,695

Electric generators
Driven by

Reciprocating steam

Kw. Kw. Kw. Kw. Kw. Kw.

engines ... 3,059 205 3,264 787 28 815
Steamturbines 
Internal combustion 

engines-

15 15

Gas
Petrol, kerosene,

22 62 84 95 — 95

or other light oils 2 — 2 — —
Heavy oils 15 32 47 — —

Water engines — — — 8 — 8

Total 3,113 299 3,412 890 28 918

Electric motors
Driven by

Electricity generated

H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P.

in same works ...
Electricity generated 

in other works 
under same owner-

2,347 203 2,550 1,005 10 1,015

ship 848 700 1,548 — — —
Purchased electricity 7,124 690 7,814 3,673 294 3,967

Total ... 10,319 1,593 11,912 4,678 304 4,982

Consumption of fuel

The following table shows the quantities of coal, coke and 
electricity recorded as used in 1930 :—

* These figures were recorded by firms representing 73*7  per cent, of the net 
output of the whole trade.

Kind of fuel used
For power 

(driving 
engines)

For other 
purposes 
(so far as 
recorded)

For power and 
other purposes, 
not separately 
distinguished

Coal
Coke

Tons
35,283

1,348

Tons
69,476*
4,989*

Tons
2,471

300

Electricity used for all purposes
Generated in same works .......................... '
Generated in other works under same ownership
Purchased ......................................

B.T.U.
(Kw.-hrs.) 

’000 
3,051

10,429
6,200

Total—Electricity 19,680

22181 N 3
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TABLES
I.—Summary of results

* Less than £500.

Particulars Unit
England 

and
Wales

Scotland Great 
Britain

Value of products and of work done (Gross 
output) ........... .......................... £’000 15,495 951 16,446

Cost of materials used ... ... ... ,, 10,738 756 11,494
Paid for work given out to other firms 2 * 2
Net output ... ... ............... 4,755 195 4,950
Average number of persons employed No. 7,308 773 8,081
Net output per person employed ... £ 651 253 613
Power available :—-

Prime movers H.P. 5,093 1,699 6,792
Electric motors driven by purchased 

electricity 99 7,027 787 7,814

II.—Production

Kind of products and work done Unit
England 

and
Wales

Scotland Great 
Britain

Lubricating oils, mixed, including greases :—
Returned in tons  <

Returned in gallons  <
Animal oils, fats and greases (except marine

animal)
Tallow, not refined ... ... <
Refined tallow and") ... . . . j , . I Quantity stated <oleo - margarine > J (

and oleo oil J Quantity not stated
Other and unclassified oils, fats and I 

greases (except lard dripping, suet< 
and stearine) |

Stearine 
Fish and marine animal oils, fats and greases

(refined and unrefined):—
Whale oil  

Cod and cod liver oilf 
Other and unclassified fish and marine 

animal oils, etc

Th. tons
£’000 

Th. gals.
£’000

Th. tons. 
£’000

Th. tons.
£’000
£’000

Th. tons. 
£’000

Th. tons. 
£’000

Th. tons
£’000 

Th. tons
£’000 

Th. tons
£’000

242-1
5,942

17,150
1,540

11-2
304

10-4
635
166
8-5
185

*
*

*
*

2-6
57

249-9
6,089

17,451
1,573

7-8
147
301

33

0-6
16

0-3
12

30-1
915
5-4
149
9-9
237

*
*
*
*

7-3
180

1-5
40
*
*

11-8
320

10-7
647
166

10-0
225
4-0
131

* Owing to the possible disclosure of information relating to individual firms 
separate particulars for England and Wales and for Scotland cannot be given.

f So far as recorded separately.
J Amount received.

Kind of products and work done Unit
England 

and 
Wales

Scotland Great 
Britain

Other oils (except'] r Th. tons 9-5 0-6 10-1
petroleum and . Quantity stated < £’000 258 15 273
vgetable and seed J Qmntiiy stated £’000 29 29

„., , r Th. tons 30-3 3-2 33-5
Lard compound .......................... •"] £’000 1,275 153 1,428

Dripping, suet and other edible animal fats , £’000 195 25 220

■ '' f Th. tons * * 4-7
Lard (not including lard compound) ...< £’000 * * 267

Vegetable and seed oils :—
® , r Th . tons 77-2 1-1 78-3
Refined ...................................... K £’000 2,709 26 2,735

r Th. tons 5-5 5’5
Unrefined ... ... ... ... s £’000 193 — 193

Bones

r Th. tons * * 8-9
For manufacturing purposes ... < £’000' * ♦ 67

„ f Th. tons * * 3-8
For manure ... ... ... < £’000 * * 21

Feeding stuffs for animals and poultry:—
r Th. tons * * 7-8

Fish meal...................................... s £’000 * * 129

«. r Th. tons 10-6 0-8 11-4
Other feeding stuffs ............... < £’000 141 10 151

Fertilisers .................................................. £’000 28 23 51

Other goods made ...................................... >> 293 49 342

Greaves, cracklings and other waste products
sold.............................................................. 99 67 7 74

Work done on commission or for the trade ... 99 14J . —

Tot AT, VALVE OF PRODUCTS AND OF WORK
done (Gross output) ... ................ £’000 15,495 951 16,446

N 422181
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III.—Employment
A.—Numbers employed in week ended 18th October, 1930

* Administrative, technical and clerical staff.

Persons employed
Males Females Males and 

females

Under
18

All 
ages

Under
18

All 
ages

Under
18

All
ages

England and Wales :—
Operatives 257 3,698 102 600 359 4,298
Administrative, etc.* 186 2,299 116 763 302 3,062

Total ............................ 443 5,997 218 1,363 661 7,360

Scotland :—
Operatives .......................... 6 455 1 52 7 507
Administrative, etc.* 5 155 6 68 11 223

Total ............................ 11 610 7 120 18 730

Great Britain :—
Operatives 263 4,153 103 652 366 4,805
Administrative, etc.* 191 2,454 122 831 313 3,285

Total ............................ 454 6,607 225 1,483 679 8,090

B.—Operatives employed in one week in each month of 1930

Week 
ended

Males and females
Week 
ended

Males and females

England 
and

Wales
Scotland Great 

Britain
England 

and
Wales

Scotland Great 
Britain

Jan. 18 ... 4,286 510 4,796 July 19 ... 4,059 691 4,750
Feb. 15 ... 4,303 516 4,819 Aug. 16... 4,222 717 4,939
Mar. 15 ... 4,229 499 4,728 Sept. 13... 4,266 519 4,785
April 12 ... 4,214 510 4,724 Oct. 18 ... 4,298 507 4,805
May 17 ... 4,227 522 4,749 Nov. 15.. > 4,339 475 4,814
June 21 ... 4,186 681 4,867 Dec. 13... 4,317 456 4,773

Average fob the twelVE MONTHS ..................... 4,246 550 4,796
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IV.—Power

Particulars of prime movers, electric generators and
ELECTRIC MOTORS

Power equipment

England and 
Wales Scotland Great Britain

Ordinarily 
in use

In
reserve
or idle

Ordinarily 
in use

In 
reserve 
or idle

Ordiiiarily 
in use

In 
reserve 
or idle

H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P*
Prime movers 

Reciprocating steam 
engines. 3,856 382 1,272 300 5,128 682

Steamturbines 103 — 2 105
Internal combustion 

engines :—
Gas 449 80 70 30 519 110
Petrol, kerosene, or 

other light oils ... 81 6 81 6
Heavy oils............... 86 50 25 — 111 50

Total 4,575 518 1,369 330 5,944 848

Total of prime movers 
INSTALLED 5,093 1,699 6,792

Kw. Kw. Kw. Kw. Kw. Kw.
Electric generators
Driven by

Reciprocating steam 
engines ... 2,599 40 460 165 3,059 205

Steamturbines 15 -' - __ __ 15
Internal combustion 

engines:— 
Gas ........... 22 62 22 62
Petrol, kerosene, or 

other light oils 2 2
Heavy oils — 32 15 — 15 32

Total 2,638 134 475 165 3,113 299

Total of electric 
GENERATORS INSTALLED 2,772 640 3,412

Electric motors H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P. H.P.
Driven by

Electricity generated 
in same works ... 1,694 123 653 80 2,347 203

Electricity generated 
in other works 
under same owner
ship ............... 848 700 848 700

Purchased electricity 6,415 612 709 78 7,124 690

Total 8,957 1,435 1,362 158 10,319 1,593

Total of electric 
MOTORS INSTALLED 10,392 1,520 11,912
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V.—Consumption of fuel

* Tn addition, 2,471 tons of coal and 300 tons of coke (all in England, and Wales) 
were recorded as used for power and for other purposes, not separately distinguished.

Kind of fuel used
England 

and
Wales

Scotland Great
Britain

Tons Tons Tons
Coal used for power*  ......... 29,410 5,873 35,283
Coke used for power*  ... ... ■ • • 1,348 — 1,348

B.T.U. B.T.U. B.T.U.
(Kw.-hrs.) (Kw.-hrs.). (Kw.-hrs.)

Electricity; used for 'all purposes :— ’000 ’000 ’000
Generated in same works ...... 2,319 732.' 3,051
Generated in other works under same

ownership 10,429 — ■... 10,429
Purchased 5,847 353 6,200

Total—Electricity 18,595 1,085 19,680


