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PART 1 EXAM OPPOSITION 
GATHERS STEAM 

TOP PEOPLE 
r|^HE Academic Affairs Depart­

ment has begun a new and 
vigorous campaign against the 
Part I examinations. A petition 
has been circulating since the 
beginning of this month, and 
nearly 400 signatures had been 
collected by the end of the first 
week, over 50 per cent of them 
from first-year students. This 
should indicate that the great 
majority of students facing Part 
I's at the end of this term are 
against them on principle. 

The Committee on Undergra­
duate Studies (a staff-student 

committee) was informed of the 
feelings expressed by this peti­
tion on Monday, May 10th, and 
was asked to inform the Acade­
mic Board of the widespread 
opposition to the examinations. 
It is hoped that this approach 
through conventional channels 
will bear fruit; however, the 
C.U.S. has stated that it would 
take five full terms to go 
through the bureaucratic mach­
ine. 

In any case, there is a high 
probability that the demand 
will once more be shuttled back 

and forth between the School 
and London University, with 
both establishments evading the 
responsibility for reform. 

In view of the foregoing, it 
may become necessary to take 
unilateral action following a 
general meeting of first-year 
students. Such action has failed 
in the past because of a lack of 
solidarity ; it is to be hoped that 
better organisation and a great­
er commitment will result in 
success this year, should a boy­
cott prove necessary. 

JOHN STATHATOS.  

We must destroy the rat race 
MUCH of the criticism at 

present being levelled 
against Part One exams con­
cerns their fairness as a means 
of assessment. Whilst any 
criticism can be useful, this type 
really misses the point. 

Exams of all kinds and many, 
of the forms of assessment 
which exist are essential in to­
day's type of society. They are 
one means of allocating labour 
to all sections of a capitalist 
economy. In Secondary Modern 
Schools pupils have the "facts" 
rammed home to them that they 
have failed the first exam and 
are in consequence inferiors, 
likely to spend their lives in the 
jobs for which no G.C.E.s are 
required. 

BEAVER IS 
DIFFERENT 

you doubtless noticed two 
things about this "Beaver" 

which are rather different from 
previous ones. 

Firstly, you will notice a 
change in size, format and type­
face. This is because due to 
rising costs and an unchanged 
income (indeed revenue has 
fallen because of the current 
state of the advertising busi­
ness), we had to look around 
for new printers. We also hope 
hereby to avoid the numerous 
typographical errors which have 
characterised the last few issues 
of this paper. 

Secondly, 'Beaver' will hence­
forward be distributed free. 

s is because 'Beaver' is your 
-jaoer, containing youc articles, 

• about your coll*"*;? and 
i v : C" out •,>ui Union 

"Tin \ 'rberei'o£g~vve felt it ano-

-iyr© 
Wge you 

Only in recent years have 
most Secondary Modern Schools 
taken any exams at all. But 
there is hope for the Secondary 
Modern pupil: he or she can-
join a technical college, take 
technical exams, and get in on 
the "rat race" there. As for 
those at grammar schools, some 
leave with "O" levels, going 
into an appropriate job, and 
others leave with "A" levels, 
stepping on to a sligb^y higher 
rung of the ladder. 

Then, of course, there " the 
university type with either a 
first or higher degree or a lec­
turing job. All on successively 
higher steps of the ladder, all 
slightly ahead in the race. 

Exams are the great oppor­
tunity for all classes to enter 
into the race, yet no one has 
asked them whether or not they 
want to run, nor shown them 
any alternatives. In any case, 
because of the part family, en­
vironment and economic circum­
stances play in the acquisition 
of an education, the present 
system favours the wealthy and 
the economic elite. Thus, there 
is not even equality of oppor­
tunity in the race. 

So we all are running hard, 
pushing others back, treading on 
slower opponents, seeking to 
destroy others to better our­
selves. 

A step up is always at some­
one else's expense. We seldom 
question the race, we keep on 
running until we drop, and are 
trodden on ou- elves. This is 
Western "civilised'(?) demo-
cratic(?) society which U sup­
posed io be free. Everyone is 
trapped, prisoners of the race! 

We mu; 
) 

every effort to build a new 
society, one in which people are 
not obsessed with having a rela­
tively high economic and social 
position. 

We have to start our attack 
somewhere and exams are so 
important in the rat race men­
tality that we must attack 
these. 

It might be easier to abolish 
Part One than most people 
think, but we must not permit 
their replacement by an alter­
native form of assessment. This 
is what the academic staff want. 
To destroy the rat race we must 
kill all forms of assessment 
used for economic and social 
grading. 

(In addition to this, see 
article in the current 

"Agitator"). 

,y°u may be surprised to 
know that at this very mo­

ment, the two most important 
administrators at the School are 
being selected. I mean the 
successors to the director and 
the chairman of the governors. 
Sir Walter Adams's term of 
office expires in 1972 and that 
of Lord Robbins this year. 

With all this large talk about 
democracy in universities, you 
might have expected the School 
authorities to call a meeting or 
two of staff and students to toss 
around the general idea of the 
sort of persons who should hold 
these jobs. That is not, how­
ever, quite the style of the 
place. 

What happens is that there 
are two committees of selection 
very similarly composed. The 
committee for the selection of 
the chairman of governors con­
sists of the vice-chairman of the 
governors, the director, the 
vice-chairman of the Academic 
Board, five lay governors elec­
ted by the governors, and five 
members of the Academic 
Board elected by the Board. 
The committee for the selection 
of the director is composed in 
the same way except that the 
chairman of governors is a 
member, the director is not, and 
the number of lay governors is 
four. 

These bodies are, as you see, 
very heavily weighted in favour 
of those who presently hold 

S.C.R. again 

> rp. SChOOl. 
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THE S.C.R. provides facilities 
much in excess of the average 

for a. small minority group in 
L.S.E. This group are the powerful, 
they control almost every aspect of 
L.S.E. life. 

The S.C.R. is an open assertion 
of their supremacy. Just as we do 
not accept their right to govern us 
we should not tolerate the existence 
of the S.C.R. which permits them 
to live in relative luxury whilst we 
struggle around in a cramped en­
vironment. The eating facilities are 
much better than those of the Re­
fectory. 

Academic staff etc. have very 
nearly twice as much room in 
which to eat_tban the student in 
the canteen. Tho .bar-and lounge 
areas are •mVcii more luxurious 

.Mag cut.-ide the SCR. 

particularly where criteria for 
membership of this group are so 
abhorent. 

The S.C.R. is an exclusive club— 
you have to be a ruler of men (or 
of women) to get into it. Top ad­
ministration and library staff and, 
of course, the academics, use its 
facilities. We cannot permit this 
state of affairs to continue. It is 
obsolete and immoral in today's 
world and is totally incompatible 
with the principle of equality. 

A parallel situation exists 
throughout British and world 
society—the privileged enjoying the 
fruits of their exportation. We 
must begin to smash this some­
where—why not in the universities. 

office. They ensure that, short 
of a palace revolution, those 
now in power will select who 
shall succeed to the top jobs. 
The five members of the Aca­
demic Board at first sight seem 
to give the possibility (however 
remote in practice) of a sizeable 
majority of non-establishment 
individuals getting their feet in 
the door. But in pure Catch-22 
terms there is a further rule I 
have not told you about. This 
is that, of the five members of 
the Academic Board, not less 
than two must be persons who 
are already of the establishment 
as members of the Standing 
Committee of the governors. 
So that leaves three newly-
elected "outside" academics— 
out of a total of 12 or 13. 

As to what these bodies will 
do in this grand election year 
of 1971, I know no more than 
the next man and a lot less than 
those who are not next to me. 
Rumour has it that Adams will 
be reappointed as director but 
that Robbins, who was made 
chairman on the understanding 
that he would not hold office 
beyond 1971, will not seek re­
election. 

If this is what happens; the 
consequences should be interest­
ing. The tone and style of the 
administration of the School are 
considerably influenced not only 
by the character of the two men 
at the top but by the relation­
ship between them. 

You will see that students 
and the academic staff at large 
don't get much of a look-in. Any 
member of the School may make 
"suggestions." And the members 
of the selection committees may 
"discreetly ascertain" the views 
of the academic staff. But I am 
afraid this does not get you or 
me very far into the act. The 
student body should, of course, 
have representatives on the 
committees. And I would like 
to see a short-list of candidates 
for these two jobs put to a 
general vote within the School. 
But both these suggestions are 
no more than seeking to reform 
in minor ways a structure of 
government which is, in my 
view, as oligarchic in its essen­
tials as it has always been 
What we need is a radical al­
teration and that is as far cfi 
as ever it was. 

-JOHN GR!FIF!TM, 
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RED IVORY TOWER 
"Anton io  Gr ams c i :  An  In tro ­

duc t ion  to  Hi s  T h ou gh t , "  by  
A .  Pozzo l in i .  Trans .  Anne  
F ,  Shour t ack .  (P lu t o  Pres s ,  
9Qp.) 

A NTONIO GRAMSCI was one 
of the crop of remarkable 

leaders and theorists thrown up 
during the revolutionary up­
surge in Europe during and im­
mediately after the first world 
war. What makes this book 
about him remarkable is the 
fact that you could read 
through crucial sections of it 
without realising this at all. 

Pozzolini himself is largely 
to blame. Commenting on 
Gramsci's unremarkable state­
ment that under capitalism the 
state is "the economic and poli­
tical organisation of the bour­
geois class," he writes. "Indeed 
the state is the bourgeois class" 
(P. 59). Quoting .Gramsci to 
the effect that a revolutionary 
party should distinguish itself 
from the working-class as a 
whole, while preserving a fun­
damental unity. Pozzolini 
writes: "The party is the 
masses" (P. 77). But that's not 
all. The straight-faced blurb 
on the back cover claims that 
Pozzolini's commentary linking 
the quotations fro- \ Gramsci 
'avoids prejudgme or dog­
matic ideas." 

The only thing it croes manage 
to do is conceal the present-day 

relevance or otherwise of Gram­
sci's ideas. For instance, 
Gramsci—like Lenin—was in 
favour of getting communists 
into Parliament. The idea was 
to use Parliament as a national 
platform for socialist ideas and 
to expose and win workers 
away from purely Parlia­
mentary reformist parties. 

This Pozzolini explains. But 
not in terms of a political situa­
tion in which many workers 
still believed that only a Parlia­
mentary strategy could improve 
their living standards and con­
ditions of work. This throws 
a new light on the question of 
Parliamentary socialism today. 
After all. crucial improvements 
for workers over the last 20 
years have been gained through 
direct industrial action and not 
through Parliamentary reforms. 
Nor are Parliamentary reform­
ist parties quite so young and 
relatively innocent as they were 
in Gramsci's day. Pozzolini's 
attempt to achieve a spurious 
objectivity is just an insult to 
Gramsci's own historical sense. 

The real lesson here is how 
to analyse and act on a particu­
lar situation in a particular 
historical and national context. 
Britain in 1971 is a very 
different place from Italy in the 
'twenties and 'thirties. The 
prime importance of Gramsci 
for us is therefore not so much 

what he did and wrote so much 
as the method he used and im­
proved in doing it. Gramsci 
himself was much clearer about 
this than Pozzolini. The various 
"branches" of Marxism, econo­
mics, philosophical, political, 
social, etc., tend to be histori­
cally limited to specific periods 
within the life of capitalism as 
a whole. Marxism is neverthe­
less relevant to all the phases 
of capitalism because it is at 
root nothing more than a 
method of analysis and a guide 
to action. 

There is a great need of 
Marxist theory in Britain today. 
But it has to be related to the 
dominant ideas held by poten­
tial socialists—and particularly 
by workers. In Britain, these 
ideas are known loosely as 
Labourism. 

For the benefit of left-wing 
publishers, there also exists an­
other set of ideas known as 
Conservatism. These, too, are 
held by some potential social­
ists. There is hardly any good 
socialist writing on these crucial 
areas. The only two titles that 
come to my mind are "Parlia­
mentary Socialism," by Ralph 
Miliband, and "Where is Britain 
Going ?" by Leon Trotsky, the 
first of which is out of print. 
Another one was "The Em­
ployer's Offensive." by Tony 
Cliff. 

Urban guerilla 

Kropotkin, revolution, bread... and cheese 
\

3 the authoritarian left increas­
ingly finds itself isolated and 

out of touch with the contemporary 
seer.?, we can observe an increasing 
interest in libertarian thinking. One 
aspect of this has been the appear­
ance of several new publications of 
original anarchist writings. One 
such of these is Kropctkin's 
"Selected Writings on Anarchism 
and Revolution" (M.I.T. Press). 
This anthology contains essays and 
letters of Peter Kropotkin (1842-
1921), one of the biggest names in 
the history of libertarian ideas. 

The essays of the Paris Com­
mune. the 19C5 revolution in Russia 
and on the theme of expropriation 
clearly manifest the anarchistic be­
lief that it is the masses who must 
make their own future. The germ 
of the ideas contained in these pas­
sages is that it is the autonomous 
self-activity of the masses which 
provides the success of any revolu­
tion. With this in mind, Kropotkin 
analyses the successes and setbacks, 
the victories and defeats of these 
historical events. 

Kropctkin's historical writings in­
variably contain original and in­
teresting themes. In "The Russian 

Revolutionary Party" we are given 
an analysis of the late 19th century 
revolutionary movement. What is 
interesting in his description of 
how the revolutionary violence of 
that period was generated in the 
defensive actions against the "offi­
cial" violence of the state. Simi­
larly, an interesting viewpoint is 
given in his essay on the history 
of the state, where he sees in the 
ascendence of the state a regressive 
step back from the communal auto­
nomy of the Middle Ages. 

Of the five letters presented here 
the one written to Steffen in Octo­
ber 1914 is by far the most signifi­
cant. It reveals why Kropotkin 
surprisingly supported the allies in 
the Great War. It was his stand 
on this issue wiiich bitterly split the 
anarchist movement and lead Mala-
testa to write his polemical pam­
phlet "Anarchists Have Forgotten 
Their Principles." The letters to 
Lenin, however, and his conversa­
tions with the Bolshevik leader, 
published here, add nothing new 
to our knowledge of the libertarian 
perspective of the Russian Revolu­
tion. 

By far the most interesting essay 

is one with the lengthy title of 
"Must we occupy ourselves with the 
examination of the ideal of a future 
society?" It is Kropotkin's first 
political essay, written in 1873 for 
the Chaikovskii Circle, a revolu­
tionary group in St. Petersburg. It 
appears here in English for the 
fust time. In it we can read of 
issues which are still extremely 
relevant today—the role of intellec­
tuals and students, the debate 
about peaceful and violent means, 
the role of reformism, of education, 
agitation and organisation. Kropot­
kin's writings on these issues are 
throughout infused with his vision 
of the future society where equality 
and freedom are the key principles. 

This anthology is edited by Mar­
tin Miller, an expert on Kropotkin's 
early life. His excellent introduc­
tion not only traces the develop­
ment of Kropotkin's life but also 
situates the rise of anarchism in its 
historical situation which witnessed 
the immense growth of the state's 
power in the latter half of the 19th 
century. 

BOB DENT 

"Armed  Insurrec t ion ,"  by  A .  
Neu b erg  ( Tuka chev sky ,  Ho  
Chi  IVJ inh ,  P io tn i t sky ,  Wol l en ­
berg ) .  New Lef t  B ooks  1 9 7 0 — 
£3 .00 .  

"pHIS book was assembled by 
the Agitprop section of the 

Communist International under 
the direction of O. Piotnitsky 
(who, along with his co-authors, 
Tukhachevsky and Kippenber-
ger, was later executed by 
Stalin) in 1928 and was the 
Comintern's official manual on 
insurrection. 

This edition has a new fore-
ward by Eric Wollenberg, the 
only survivor of the team of 
authors, who was a military 
leader of the German Commu­
nist Party, but who later broke 
with Stalin and is now highly 
critical of the policy of the Com­
intern at the time and, there­
fore, of the political content of 
the book. It is a pity that this 
piece by Wollenberg is not more 
extensive. 

Much of the technical/organi­
sational information is interest­
ing (there is a long section by 
Tukhachevsky that is obviously 
based on the experience of the 
Russian Civil War and a sec­
tion by Ho Chi Minh on work 
among the peasantry), but the 
majority of it either does not 
deal with insurrection in ad­
vanced urban countries or is 
militarily outdated. I am afraid 
this is no manual for a future 
British Red Army—that is yet 
to be written. 

Marxists have always recog­
nised that war is simply "poli­
tics carried on by other means." 
(Clausewitz). This means that 
the policy of a socialist party to 
insurrection is only the final out­
come of its previous political 
activity. 

The first two chapters of the 
book, "The Second International 
and Insurrection" and "Bolshev­
ism and Insurrection" are valu­
able surveys of the attitudes of 
Social-Democracy and Marxism 
to the state and insurrection, 
which rely heavily on quotations 
from Lenin on the nature of op­
portunism and the need for the 
state to be in an advanced state 
of decomposition before insur­
rection is begun. 

There then follow four case-
studies of armed revolt more in 
the tradition of Blanqui than 
that of Marx or Lenin, Reval (in 
Estonia), 1924. Hamburg 1923, 
Canton 1927 and Shanghai 1926-
27. 

The Reval rising, a thoroughly 
"putchist" adventure, was or­
ganised independently of the 
real development of class-
struggle in order that Zinoviev, 
then head of the Comintern, 
should have a "success" to use 
in an inter-party faction fight. 

Hamburg 1923 was a ridicu­
lously irresponsible move on the 
part of the Comintern and the 
Brondler leadership of the KPD 
to stage a rising in one city in 
order to test the possibility of a 
general rising. 

The Canton insurrection took 
place while the revolutionary 
wave was receding, chiefly 
owing to the policy of the Com­
intern in subordinating the 
Chinese Communist Party to the 
Kumingtong. 

In the Shanghai insurrections 
the working class was com­
pletely under the political and 
military domination of the "anti-
imperialist" Shanghai bour­
geoisie and the Kumington 
Army. 

Although Neuberg steers clear 
of many political topics, the 
fact that the events are not suf­
ficiently distorted to clear the 
Comintern of failure brings him 
in for criticism in an appendix 
on behalf of the Comintern 
probably written by Togliatti 
(later leader of the Italian CP, 
and darling of a section of the 
"New Left"). 

This statement represents the 
line of the Comintern during 
the ultra-Left "third period" 
and the writer refers to the SPD 
and its military organisation, 
the "National Flag," as Social-
fascist." 

This policy led to the victory 
of genuine fascism in Germany 
four years later. 

How could the leaders of 
Comintern have made such 
blunders ? The answer is basic­
ally fairly simple. The Russian 
bureaucracy, having separated 
itself from its own working 
class by material privilege and 
the bayonets of the Red Army 
and the rifles of the GPU, was 
unable to approach the inter­
national working class on any 
other basis than giving it orders 
to be carried out; after all, on 
the home front the Russian 
leaders were used to being 
obeyed. 

By the time this book was 
written the organic relationship 
between Party and Class that 
had been the foundation of the 
Russian Revolution had disap­
peared on the national and in­
ternational level. 

Letters 
iaEAR LIZ,—From time to 

time people mutter darkly 
and despondently about the 
standard of lecturing in L.S.E. 
Particularly the rather older 
victims who have come back 
into full-time, formal education 
after a considerable interval. 

Naturally, comments vary 
according to the individual and 
his expectations-, Bui there is 
oxifK.-s ui voluififc of complaint 

k : what is 
e standards 

o! cG'Avraimcai.uri • Are new 

1 ' 

In the University of Zambia 
(as in other institutions) the 
Department of Education ran a 
two-day course for lecturing 
staff, partly to introduce them 
to techniques, visual aids, etc., 
which many tended to fight shy 
of; partly to refresh those 
longer in tooth and more set in 
mould who had sufficient 
humility to admit their short­
comings as lecturers. 

After all, not every academic 
is golden-tongued, a born 
teacher. Why should it be 
thought that the charisma of 
communicator is conferred with 
the Ph.D.? And why should 
audiences (it-thfi-V have to be 
audisnC6§i.*^^^'^^^^^^suffer in 
excrucia*/ VL a .re" 
su i t  ?  <?  § !§»  

hide behind his reading-desk. 

Would it not assist both lec­
turer and audience if some 
method of assessment and 
evaluation was set up ? Each 
student would be invited to 
contribute his own comment 
(anonymously, if need be) : Is 
the material "coming across ?" 
Is it audible, lucid, well pre­
sented, sufficiently illustrated ? 
Is the lecturer evasive, dogma­
tic or simply dull ? Does he 
leave sufficient time for ques­
tions and discussion ? 

Would some of our sociologists 
be interested in initiating a 
survev in the School ? I would 
be interested- to-~ receive com­
ments and suggestioi?S^ (Grad. 

STUDENTS' UNIONS 

DEAR SIR, — I note in 
"Beaver," 25.2.71, Jacques 

Arnold's piece on the rights of 
individuals under the current 
Industrial Relations Bill, that he 
fails to refer to the parellel of 
student unions. No one has the 
right to contract out of student 
unions. This urgently needs to 
be reformed also. 

— At Bradford we are offering a 
prize, nationally, to the first stu­
dent who gets his L.E.A. not to 
pay his union dues. A framed 
copy of the U.N. Declaration of 
Human Rights and £15 cash. 

Yours, etc.. 

Lis Faulkner, 
Norman Bergel, 
John Stathatos, 
John Andrews, 
John Fisk 
Theatre: Diana Villiers 
Cinema: Norman Bergel 

Advertising Agent: 
J.E.P. & Associates, 
107/111 Fleet St., E.C.4. 

Printed by: 
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Ripley, 
Derbyshire. 
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CONTROL OF THE UNIVERSITY: 
I . / ' .  s pe a k s  ou t  

W HAT exactly do we want ou r University to be ? What should be our status within it ? 
The institution should be controlled by its members. These are all the people who work 

there—the library and administration staff, the porters and cleaners, the undergraduates 
and graduates and the academic staff. 

Of course this is not the situa- The hated exam system ling-
tion which exists at present, ers on when almost all students 
Take, for example, the non-
academic staff. Their whole day 
is spent at the school, eight 
hours or more, yet what say 
have they over this period of 
their daily life ? They are em­
ployed at the terms of the L.S.E. 
executives, and have only as 
much independence and self-
determination as these execu­
tives deem necessary. 

Thus this whole area of their 
life is outside their control. 
They have no choice, they can 
be treated as inferiors at L.S.E. 
or in industry or they can starve. 
They are oppressed by the 
whole system and L.S.E. is' a 
part of it. It is a system which 
uses every viable means of 
keeping them in their lowly 
positions. The very survival of 
the system depends on this. 

The same applies to the stu­
dent. It is true that he can 
choose between L.S.E., some 
other university or a job in 
industry or commerce. Yet 
what type of choice is this ? It 
is a choice between evils. Just 
because a person chooses L,S.E. 
that in no way_ implies that he 
is obliged to obey and respect 
its customs or its rules and 
regulations. A person cannot 
be held to a contract which is 
morally and politically unfair. 
Indeed he has an obligation to 
destroy and replace that con­
tract. 

Just as the worker's day is 
ordered by his superiors, so is 
ours. The academic staff decide 
what it is we will study. We 
do have some sajr. However, 
since it is our own lives should 
we not have complete control ? 
The amount of the course the 
academics permit us to choose 
is basically irrelevant. If they 
were as generous as they could 
be this would not be good 
enough. The very fact that it 
is the academic staff who 
choose is the thing which is 
wrong. The choice should lie 
with the students. 

Many of our professors may 
be "benevolent tyrants", "en­
lightened despots", but tyrants/ 
despots they still remain. 

taking exams agree that they 
are a farce. The whole alloca­
tion of the buildings in which 
we work and so many other 
important things are all outside 
our control. Our inferior status 
overflows into every aspect of 
the institution. 

The facts are inescapable ; our 
lives are controlled for us. The 
powers that control them have 
it at their discretion just how 
much say we shall have. 

We must fight to destroy this 
system, using all reasonable 
means, even when the School 
interprets these means as being 
unconstitutional. When the 
School takes disciplinary action 
against us without reasonable 
cause it is they who have com­
mitted the crime, not us. 

Some form of decentralised 
democratic mass control of our 
college is what we must be 
striving for. We are old and 
intelligent enough to run our 
lives ; how long are these aca­
demics going to deny us this 
fundamental right ? 

It is time for a new constitu­
tion to be drawn up ; one that 
is acceptable to the majority of 
L.S.E.'s inhabitants and one 
which permits mass control and 
the maximum degree of self-
determination for minority 
groups. 

It is clear that the academic 
staff's present offer of represen­
tation is a violation of the prin­
ciple of equality and is in no 
way a just or morally correct 
system for running our college. 

It should not be up to any 
individual to create a constitu­
tion ; it should be collectively 
produced by everyone who has 
to live by it. 

However, to avoid this article 
being meaningless, the type of 
constitution I envisage is one 
where the supreme body is peri­
odical meetings of all the indi­
viduals of the college. This as­
sembly would make general 
policy decisions, taking a simple 
vote where necessary. 

The decisions would be imple­
mented by committees (e.g., on 
housing, health. School accom­
modation allocation and admis­

sions, etc.). Implementation of 
decisions would be the sole 
function of these committees 
and their composition and dura­
tion would be completely under 
the control of the general 
meeting. 

One of these committees per­
haps called the Finance Com­
mittee could negotiate with the 
outside authorities for the 
School grant. The negotiation 
would be subject of course to 
ratification by the general 
meeting. 

It would- be wrong for the 
general meeting to decide the 
conditions of employment for 
non-academic staff. The prin­
ciple of worker-consumer con­
trol must apply here. Conditions 
of employment should be de­
cided by a committee consisting 
of half representatives of the 
workers and half representa­
tives of the consumers of the 
particular product being pro­
duced. 

The representatives should be 
subject to the strict control of 
organising academic work. This 
could be done by general meet­
ings of each academic depart­
ment . i.e., the students and staff 
of a department would meet 
and take decisions over such 
matters as the nature of courses, 
employment of new lecturers, 
allocating courses to various lec­
turers, and the future of exa­
minations (if they have a 
future). 

Each academic department 
would have a constitutional 
right to exist, to run its own 
affairs and to be maintained at 
its initial strength. 

Certain individual rights 
should be written into the con­
stitution, e.g., the right of stu­
dents and staff to remain at the 
college and use its facilities. No 
minority group should be op­
pressed. 

It is up to the majority in 
this University to get together 
and construct some democratic 
system of management for it. 
Having constructed such a sys­
tem it would be up to us all 
to fight vigorously for its im­
plementation. 

John Fisk 

SEASIDE ACTION POLITICS 
JpLYMOUTH may not be the ing very much the poor relation 

most inspiring of towns for 
a week's stay over Easter, but 
that was the lot of the five 
L.S.E. Liberal Society members 
who attended the Young Liberal 
Conference. 

The first two days were de­
voted to the Union of Liberal 
Students, among the topics dis­
cussed being the involvement 
by students in action within 
the local communities in which 
they are studying. Much con­
sideration was given to the fact 
that students are only available 
for this work in term-time and 
also to the apparent conflicts 
that arise with local residents 
for housing and other facilities. 

Another suoject 
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of the former so far as books, 
grants, etc. are concerned. The 
binary system was acknow­
ledged to be a "bad thing," the 
ending of which should be cam­
paigned for vigorously. 

Underlying everything, how­
ever, was the general concensus 
of opinion among those present 
—not least those from L.S.E.— 
that the year had seen the col­
lapse of the Left as represented 
by Socialist Societies and the 
like and that there was now a 
vacuum on the student political 
scene. 

The National League Confer­
ence which followed dealt with 
every conceivable topic from 
free public transport to Latin 
America and there was a strong 
feeling that there was too m 
on the agenda for anything 
be discussed fu." ~~ 
sis was on acti 
see, ~ 
all' 

Hoe where some Young Liberals 
performed a short sketch to 
illustrate the horrors of the 
census. As was said often dur­
ing the conference and finally 
by Jeremy Thorpe, the census 
was to be resisted by all pos­
sible means, for it marked the 
beginning of the "data-bank" 
society. 

Lastly, it must be mentioned 
that Andrew Keogh had an easy 
victory in the election for 
Chairman of the Union of 
Liberal Students over a Cam­
bridge opponent while Bill 
James has also found himself 
on the Executive as "general 
dogsbody." And — strangely 
enough — the name John 
Morton appeared as a write-in 
candidate in every contest, in 

Festival '71 
"^EVER! we never have nor 

ever will" is a reaction 
many will recognise to the pro­
posal that L.S.E. should have 
its own student festival, why ? 
Doubtless there are a number 
of reasons but they can be 
broadly classified into two main 
group: The first is the "bour­
geois do-gooder" group and the 
second, the more general, "it 
won't be allowed" theory. 

The "bourgeois do-gooder" 
theory encompasses all those 
who consider such festivals to 
be simply pandering to the 
middle-class concept of a stu­
dent, etc., whilst also including 
those who consider anything re­
lated to charity to be irrelevant 
and harmful to the "cause." 

However, the view that is 
probably most widespread with­
in L.S.E. is that which holds 
such festivals to be outlawed at 
L.S.E. because of our proximity 
to Westminster ; no one is quite 
sure how this belief spread in 
the first place because a visit 
to Bow Street proved it to be 
completely unfounded! It must 
be admitted that most of those 
involved in the initial organisa­
tion, having taken the advice of 
the local girls believed this 
would be their greatest hurdle, 
hence there was relief all round 
when the myth was revealed. 

For those who take the view 
that the whole project is simply 
"do-gooding" and thus to be 
avoided at all costs, there is an 
answer, one good enough, we 
believe, to allow a change of 
mind without a sacrifice of be­
liefs. 

It is to be hoped that no one 
would argue with the belief 
that students have a responsi­
bility towards the community, 
the form of the responsibility 
can vary, but it is our belief 
that the festival we envisage 
will provide students with the 
opportunity of making a posi­
tive contribution to the commu­
nity instead of simply stating its 
ills and how they came about. 

"Charity" indicates giving 
something for nothing bar per­
sonal satisfaction, though it is 
a much-maligned and misused 
concept. In our context charity 
can be taken as indicating 
money raised in return for per­
sonal enjoyment, a feature of 
life that is often sadly absent 
from today's society. 

One of our greatest hopes is 
that the festival will bring stu­
dents closer together through 
involvement in the various acti­
vities we propose. Students 
often complain, and with some 
justification, that there is a lack 
of communication, both amongst 
and between the different 
years : we believe that this is 
often due to the lack of oppor­
tunity to intermix, and that the 
festival can and will provide 
the means whereby students 
can be more fully integrated 
amongst themselves. 

By concentrating the fund-
raising activities into a set and 
defined time period it will be 
possible to raise a far larger 
amount than would be the case 

if the collection had been con­
ducted in a more piecemeal 
fashion. 

The Festival is open to the 
criticism that we are acting like 
students. Well perhaps, but the 
fact remains that whilst to some 
the festival might appear trite, 
every little bit helps. No amount 
of criticism can destroy the fact 
that the money we raise will be 
of benefit to someone. Who that 
someone is depends on you. 
Some of the results from well-
established festivals/rags are 
far from ephemeral. Birming­
ham ,for instance, expected to 
realise £10,000 for local com­
munity projects. 

What exactly do we mean by 
"festival" ? Well, for a start, 
the name is used simply for con­
venience—the final title has yet 
to be decided on. The basic 
framework of the festival or­
ganisation has already been 
established, this consisting of 
three main committees, maga­
zine, publicity and programmes ; 
obviously all are closely linked 
and there are certain sub-groups 
such as the one that co­
ordinates with "Ents" who have 
the main responsibility for the 
musical side of the festival. 

All of these committees are 
open and as yet no major 
decisions have been made bar 
that of choosing a date ; how­
ever. work must begin soon, so 
if you are at all interested, join 
now. 

Decisions on the music side 
are especially urgent, as book­
ings have to be made. We want 
to cater for as broad a range of 
tastes as is possible so sugges­
tions (as always) are welcome. 
Likewise, it is important that 
work begins on the magazine 
soon, as this is the key to the 
festival's financial success. 

Obviously an event such as 
this depends on the quality of 
the ideas behind it. The range 
of possibilities is endless as has 
been amply shown by other col­
leges. 

One Southampton student 
scaled the wall of the maximum 
security wing at Parkhurst to 
daub his slogan inside, return­
ing the next night to prove it 
had been no fluke. One of the 
most ambitious schemes took 
place in the North, where stu­
dents managed to convince a 
whole village it was to be 
moved 200 yards to the right. 
Petit-ions were organised, letters 
sent, etc., and after a month it 
was the students who revealed 
the hoax. 

It has been proved that the 
festival is possible and the help 
we have so far received shows 
that it is practical, but, as al­
ways, help is needed. We need 
people prepared to put forward 
practical ideas and then help in 
their execution. Anyone inter­
ested should contact either John 
Fisk or John Andrews through 
the Union. 

CHINA WEEKEND CONFERENCE: 
Report from Apr. 1971. Sacu Visit. 
Politics in Chinese life. Friday, 9th 
July to Sunday, 11th July at Plow 
Hatch Hall, Sharpthorne, nr. East 
Grmstead, Sussex, incl. cost: ,£.6.50. 
Apply Eve Sheringham. S.A.C.U.. 41 
Gt. Russell Street, W.C.I. 

Hie emoha- vr.iis 

JEWELLERY AND WATCHES 
20% -25% DISCOUNT to all  NUS memOers and Un. 'vc:  = ' ' v  

D.'AMOND ENGAGEMENT RlftGS. Gold—Wedding and Sigro? * : G 
Silver—Cigarette Cases,  °cwder Boxes,  Bracelets.  N'ecklac ' :- ,  • 

Eurcl 'ps.  Links.  Silver end E.P.N.S. Tea-sets 
10% - 20% DISCCUNT to o!i NUS members and University •staff 

oi\all Branded Goods—Alt Swis, Watches,, Clocks, Cutlery, Pens. Lighter: 
and on ail Second-hand Jewellery. 

gljing and repairs to all jewellery :,nd repairs to watches 

Batton Garden 
A"1 TOM S.C.I I 

$ - 12 
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THE POLITI CIS ATI 0 N OF THE UNIVERSITIES' 
I  HAVE been  repea t e d ly  warned  in  my  Po l i t i ca l  Thought  s eminar  

tha t  b u d d ing  h i s t or ian s  sho u ld  l ook  to  th e  pas t  i n  hopes  o f  
unders tand ing  t h e  presen t .  T h e  pas t ,  my  p ro fe s sors  in s i s t ,  shou ld  
l ine  s tud ie d  pure ly  f or  i t s  own  sak e .  But  i f  yo u  are  w i l l ing  to  
t re spa s s  such  m ethodo log i ca l  boundar i e s ,  you  may  f ind  the r e  are  
a  f ew  aspec t s  o f  Amer ica ' s  pas t  no t  a  l i t t l e  r e l evant  t o  your  
ow n  pr e se n t .  .  

Now one  ca n n ot  jus t l y  c ompar e  app le s  w i t h  l emons .  And  so  
I sha l l  no t  a t t em p t  to  iden t i fy  the  Eng l i sh  p o l i t i ca l  env i ronment  
w i th  tha t  o f  Amer ica ' s .  But  there  i s  one  phenomenon  which  
cou ld  w i ths tand  a  l i t t l e  in formal  compar i son :  name ly ,  the  
ipo l i t i c i sa t i on  o f  th e  un ive r s i t i e s— w hat  i t  has  done  t o  ours ,  and  
w h at  i t  cou ld  d o  to  yours .  

I f  i n formal i ty  somet imes  s erves  a s  an  excuse  for  fuzzy  t h ink ing ,  
a  f orma l  approach  o f t en  t ends  to  be  overzea lous  in  sy s t e mis in g  
unre la t ed  f ac t s .  So  i t  i s  bo th  in  apo logy  and  i n  de f ence  tha t  I  
t e rm th i s  ar t i c l e  a  persona l  r em in i scence .  No  G rea t  Tr ut hs  are  
proc la imed  in  i t ,  on ly  an  a l t erna t iv e  perspec t ive  i s  o f f ered .  

Fifteen years ago our univer- clubs to gas to guns: placaids 

A personal reminiscence 

sities functioned with a compla­
cency which, if peculiarly Ame­
rican in type, was by no means 
unique. Such complacency did 
not prevent the accomplishment 
of much valuable research. But 
the ''average'' - undergraduate, 
his duties divided between fra­
ternity life and sporadic cram­
ming, had neither the time nor 
inclination to devote himself to 
the political and social concerns 
which were so subtly shaping 
his life. 

By 1963 with the Free Speech 
Movement at Berkeley, such 
people as Mario Savio and Bet-
tina Apthecker began to ques­
tion the accepted role of the 
university. From that time on, 
student:? started pushing for 
changes not only within the 
university itself, but in the 
nation as well. The story has 
been frequently told. 

I myself entered the Univer­
sity of California in 1966. 
U.C.L.A. was a "quiet campus, 
and my credentials as an acti­
vist are fairly unimpressive : a 
short-lived membership in the 
S.D.S., involvement in several 
anti-war and anti-racialist or­
ganisations. participation in 
various demonstrations, an 
even a peaceable 24-hour occu­
pation of the Administration 
building. (This last gesture, 
incidentally, was in response to 
the police shooting of James 
Rector, and the dousing of the 
entire Berkeley campus in an 
especially nasty variety of gas.) 
Demonstrations after the Chi­
cago Convention and the Cam­
bodian Invasion, found my col­
leagues and me running franti­
cally from a well-armed phalanx 
of Los Angeles policemen. 

The goal of American student 
activists at this time was "to 
politicise the University," to 
make both student and the 
general public aware and angiy 
about the abuses so rampant in 
American society. We desper­
ately wanted to shake loose 
from a passive acceptance of 
policies and platitudes. Many 
factors converged to generate 
this new spirit of dissatisfac­
tion, there was no one cause. 
But causes are not at issue here. 
What I shall attempt to par­
tially evaluate is the success of 
our efforts.-

One noticeable feature of the 
student movement in America 
was the ferociously hostile re­
action it evoked. Such reaction 
hardened our own attitudes in 
turn. Personal friendships suc­
cumbed to political differences. 
And during the Black Power 
days of 1967-68 relationships be­
tween black and white students 

• became almost as strained as 
those between students and 
what was scornfully called "The 
Establishment." 

Polarisation is now a hack­
neyed expression, but it de-

to stones and explosive. Thucy-
dides once observed that in 
times of crisis the man of mode­
rate opinion finds himself un­
justly accused of cowardice. 
Perhaps this is partly because 
most men of "moderate opinion" 
have been immoderately apa­
thetic until such times arise. 

Ask any American activist 
from a large university what he 
felt during those last months of 
the 'sixties. Revolution was 
genuinely regarded as imminent, 
the real dilemma being which 
side, if any, to join. We disliked 
the government, yet doubted the 
viability of a black-white coali­
tion against it. 

Was it even possible, we won­
dered, to ally with black leaders 
who, before the wide popularity 
of the Panthers, wanted nothing 
to do with us? And although 
we knew on which side "right" 
resided, the whereabouts of 
"might" were equally obvious. 
After Kent state and Jackson 
U. we also divined that the 
mighty were not overly fasti­
dious in the methods by which 
they drove just that point home. 

Solutions to this tactical prob­
lem were manifold and usually 
hysterical in tone. One faction 
would be urging us to kill off 
our parents, another to "edu­
cate them." A third begged us 
to "revitalise the system" and 
work for supposedly radical­
ised politicos in the local elec­
tions. And from the myriad 
shades of activist opinion there 
emerged two groups , those who 
felt that revolution was the only 
practicable answer to America's 
ills, and those who did not. 

Now this first group should be 
envied for its reassuring faith 
in the ultimate morality of his­
tory. Many revolutionary acti-
ivists had (and have) a Marxian 
conception of the historical pro­
cess and believed that by stimu­
lating a severe right-wing re­
pression by militant action they 
could effectively rouse a flaccid 
population against the govern­
ment. Such confidence enabled 
one to imbue almost any mani­
festation of dissent with the 
moral and strategic justification 
it might not have otherwise pos­
sessed. 

Dramatic manifestations of 
this line of thought could be 
seen in the Weathermen bomb­
ings and the burning of R.O.T.C. 
buildings on the university 
campus. Non - revolutionary 
radicals adopted this rationale 
for more limited aims. Student 
leaders, for example, often pre­
sented the University admini­
stration with non-negotiable 
demands. They were sure 
that the V.I.P.s on the 
board of Regents (who, by 
the way, always seemed to 
have mysterious if intimate 
connections with several oil 
corporations) had no.jijag"Uon 

if satisfying sudj^MaS'- 1 tl"l° ' 

in power would reveal their 
reactionary colours by repres­
sive obstinacy and thus rally 
the bulk of moderate students' 
to some semblance of action. 

There was of course, more 
than this one motivation under­
lying these actions. The self-
righteousness of student radical­
ism has been in part a justified 
response to the mind-boggling 
intransigence of our "New Man­
darins." Its very self-righteous­
ness distinguishes it from the 
cynicism of the Realpolitkers. It 
was in part an expression of 
rage and frustration, a noble 
refusal to allow the governmen­
tal machine to emasculate dis­
sent by way of a few ineffectual 
reforms. 

But most such actions belied 
any genuine attempt to prevent 
the public's alienation from the 
causes for which they were 
committed. And because they 
were buttressed by the faith 
that time (if not God) was on 
their side, those who performed 
such actions left the rest of 
their less optimistic colleagues 
to suffer the oppressive reper­
cussions with few comforting 
hopes for the future. 

What is certain is that despite 
some real changes, the Univer­
sity in America is gravely ill. 
Her illness reflects the country's 
illness to be sure. But the Uni­
versity is hated as well as sick. 
Her budgets have been slashed, 
her scholarships limited, her 
freedoms restricted, her profes­
sors condemned. The commu­
nity her students attempted to 
"save" rejects her. And the aca­
demic concerns she once em­
braced seem somewhat irrele­
vant in these times of stress. 
The University has been politi­
cised. It had to be, and yet I 
cannot help wishing the results 
had been happier. 

It is possible that our cul­
ture's worship of technology, 

and the selective wealth it 
breeds, would have doomed 
even conciliatory attempts at 
achieving equality and justice. 
But another conclusion is 
equally possible. 

Had we, the American stu­
dents, attempted more commu­
nity organisation and less sabre-
rattling, things might have 
turned out differently. We could 
have empathised with the work­
ing man whose sons had en­
listed in an unnecessary war. 
We could have been more tact­
ful with a generation whose 
lives seemed to be divided be­
tween unsatisfying jobs and a 
television which showed them 
an alien and frightening world. 
We could have empathised in­
stead of despising. They, on the 
other hand, failed us as well. 
An Unso l i c i t e d  Op in ion  

Though not a Marxist. I 
readily concede there exists an 
aura of inevitability about the 
complementary escalations of 
dissent and repression. Since I 
was not at L.S.E. during the 
hallowed days of "The Gates, 
I can only cite the abortive 
Houghton' Street affair in evi­
dence. 

The most interesting feature 
of the whole affair was the 
division of opinion it created. 
Of those who advocated fairly 
violent methods of closing the 
street, the most thoughtful re­
vealed a conviction that the 
city's refusal to take construc­
tive action was inextricably 
linked with the evils of capi­
talistic society. (I personally 
believe it was inextricably 
linked with the disregard that 
all bureaucracies exhibit toward 
the needs of the people.) 

At any rate, I do not think 
I am misrepresenting the more 
violence-orientated students if I 
ascribe to them a belief in the 
desirability of revolution. And 
unless they are unique, they 

must also believe that a revo­
lution is best achieved by pro­
voking a reactionary policy from 
the government. 

Now if one believes in violent 
revolution, well and good. But 
if one does not they had better 
scrutinise the potential reper­
cussions of their actions more 
carefully. 

I am not suggesting that in­
action or moral compromise are 
ever acceptable remedies for 
governmental repression. What 
I am saying is that there do 
seem to be formative periods in 
political situations when "either-
or" strategies need not be em­
ployed to achieve the desired 
end. Extra-legal action in 
Houghton Street may well have 
been necessary. But bj' not 
directing our actions toward 
obtaining a half-way sympa­
thetic coverage from the Press, 
we managed only to confirm 
public suspicion of student aims 
in general. Of course, a sym­
pathetic coverage is not often 
easily secured (and certainly 
not desirable at the expense of 
one's principles), but had we 
offered coherent explanations in 
lieu of some breathtakingly 
puerile graffiti, it would, I think, 
have been forthcoming. 

Unlike their American coun­
terparts, British students seem 
to realise the importance of 
aligning with labour interests. 
Yet revolutionary and non-
revolutionary activists alike _ 
often jeopardise this crucial 
coalition through actions which 
can only strike the uninitiated 
as wantonly senseless. It may 
seem petty to argue public re­
lations when napalm and secret 
police have become part of a 
nation's machinery. But if 
"Power to the People" is truly 
our goal, we must make sure 
"the People" understand instead 
of fear us! 

M. J .  DRESSER.  

TAWNEY STROLLERS 
\ BOUT 20 strolling economic storage areas and the acres of 
^ historians decided to brave above-ground warehouse space. 

Whilst the Docks were used 
for storing such valuable items 
as ivory and spices, he explained 
that the Docks had never made 
money, catering for too small a 
size of ship—700 tons. Unfor­
tunately, the party was unable 
to see the part of the Docks 
which had been used for keep­
ing convicts in before transpor­
tation because the "Beeb" was 
filming there. 

Anyhow, after consuming 
fully the atmosphere of the 
Docks, the party trundled off to­
wards Greenwich. Two buses 
later, and the party much 
fragmented, owing to all the 
buses being virtually full of 
East London schoolchildren 

the elements on the final Wed­
nesday of last term and joined 
in the first of the Tawney 
Society Walkabouts. The brain­
child of the effervescent Trea­
surer of the Society, Pat Gre­
gory, the Walkabout, which it 
is hoped will become a regu­
lar event, took in St. Katharine's 
Docks, the Thames Foot Tun­
nel at Greenwich, the Royal 
Naval College and the National 
Maritime Museum. If the party 
had walked, it would have been 
completely free, though in fact 
everyone opted to travel by 
London Transport (15p single 
fare) and many paid a further 
lOp to trample all over the 1869 
clipper Cutty Sark, which was 
alongside the Naval College. 

Having collected a "Racialist 
Bill Out" placard from outside 
Temple Tube station—presum­
ably left by some absent-minded 
L.S.E. militant—which was con­
verted spontaneously to read 
Tawney Society Outing, the 
party proceeded to St. Katha­
rine's Docks. 

The Docks, built in 1828, are 
being demolished to make-way 
for an hotel and marina develop­
ment. Mr. Leonard Groot, from 
Ove Arup and Partners, the 
consultant engineers of the 
scheme, explained the technical 
side of the old buildings, and 
Mr. Woodhurst, from Taylor 
Woodrow, the builders, guided 

' !.i v through the 

freshly disgorged from their 
academies, the outing regrouped 
at the northern end of the 
Thames Foot Tunnel. From 
here, small groups dispersed to 
enjoy the delights of historic 
Greenwich—Henry VIII, Mary 
Tudor and Elizabeth I were all 
born in the palace which once 
stood where the Royal Naval 
College now stands. 

Exhausted—remarks such as : 
"My feet feel as though they 
are steaming," were overheard 
—the more stalwart members 
later adjourned to the pub, 
where they toasted Miss Olive 
Coleman who had blazed the 
trail the previous Sunday plan­
ning the itinerary. 

CLIFFORD J .  DEAR,  
Hon .  Sec . ,  Ta wney  Soc i e ty .  

S I M M O N D S  
University Booksellers 

Our Shop is not the biggest in London, but it is 
among the best. 

And it's a place where you will obtain individual 
attention. 

We stock most of the books on your syllabus. 

16 Fleet" Street, London, E.C.4 
(opp. Chancery Lane) FLE 3907 
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APOCALYPSE 

Environment 
ENVIRONMENT has become 

the fashionable interest of 
the '70's, over-concentrations of 
SO, CO and H20 (especially in 
our beer). My concern here is 
with the visual environment, in 
particular that cancer of modern 
shop-fitting, the plastic sign. 

Many of our buildings have 
been preserved because of their 
historical and architectural in­
terest, only to be ruined by the 
fitting of the modern, bright, 
garish plastic sign. A good ex­
ample of this is the "pepperpot" 
building in the Strand opposite 
Charing Cross Hospital; re­
cently there has been much dis­
cussion whether the more mod­
ern "Coutts" building set in the 
building should be demolished 
as it impinges on the character 
of the original building. Yet, 
whilst this discussion has been 
continuing, a certain employ­
ment agency has been allowed to 
completely despoil the east end 
of the building by the erection 
of a vast red and white plastic 
sign. 

The problem also exists in the 
country, now that the character 
of more and more of our coun­
try towns and villages has been 
destroyed by the modernising 
of the local shops, which usually 
means acres of plastic. 

Obviously plastic signs have 
the economic advantage of being 
more durable and vivid, and it 
is the latter quality to which I 
have particular objection. What 
is the point of preserving build­
ings if we then allow them to 
be covered by grotesque plastic 
eyesores ? 

Taking the Strand as an ex­
ample, imagine the improve­
ment, in particular, to the Char­
ing Cross end, if firms were 
forced to remove their dirty old 
signs along with the modern 
variety and replace them with 
examples more in keeping with 
the spirit of the building. 

A campaign should be 
launched to force companies to 
keep their shop developments 
within the character of the 
building ; this in no way pre­
vents them from modernising 
the interiors but it does stop 
them wrecking what little 
architectural heritage we have 
left. 

Without such steps being 
taken it would appear inevitable 
that the monotonous expanse of 
plastic will gradually spread 
until it has engulfed London's 
shopfronts, making them both 
offensive to the beholder and 
the spirit of the building. 

Death 
"J  T is the accepted philosophy 

that during the summer term 
L.S.E. is quiet. However, this 

Open Day 
A.U. OPEN DAY this year 

is on JUNE 12th (Saturday). 
There will be sports events : 

Mixed Rugby 
Six-a-side Soccer 
Cricket, etc. 

\ Then in the evening there is 
a Disco and Bar-B-Q. 

Transport is free from L.SE. 
ee posters for details. 

term the trend would appear to 
have reached the absurd posi­
tion where L.S.E. gives the ap­
pearance of an albatross 
stranded in Aldwych with no 
mariner in sight to rescue it.. 

It is not only a question of 
numbers, amongst those left 
outside the library all sense of 
drive and purpose seems to have 
vanished, hardly anyone bothers 
with Union meetings and the 
Union itself is comatose, in fact, 
the whole establishment ap­
pears to have died on its feet. 

Exams cannot be the only 
answer, they have been known 
to occur in previous years, with­
out this extreme soporific 
effect: one feels that whatever 
sense of drive the school ever 
had has gone, whilst the brain 
has long since disappeared. 

The position of the Union 
might be explained as the result 
of the recent purges ; after the 
bitter fighting of previous terms 
the political structure of Union 
has lost much of its credibility 
and who knows what can make 
it recover. 

This is in no way a plea for 
a return to militancy; that, too, 
is part of the discredited past. 
The halcyon days of 1968 al­
ready have the air of myth 
around them and the image of 
the past bears little resembance 
to the present reality. 

One is left with a sense of 
mild astonishment at how a 
society such as the one we exist 
in, having chased its tail for so 
long can have suddenly stopped 
and died. Even for those who 
did not believe in L.S.E. as the 
"revolutionary village" and felt 
much of what went on to be in 
many ways pointless cannot 
really welcome the present state 
of affairs. 

Taps 
•yyiTHIN the confines of 

L.S.E., protest against 
s o c i e t y  h a s  t a k e n  v a r i e d  
forms and will no doubt con­
tinue to do so: a favourite 
method amongst our male mal­
contents is the attempt to in­
crease the already serious threat 
of a national drought. 

Research has shown that the 
centre of this form of subver­
sion is located in the loo be­
tween the ground and first floor 
of the St. Clement's building. 
The threat has grown to the 
extent that rarely can a decent 
civilised student enter this em­
porium and find the tide 
stemmed. Instead he is usually 
welcomed by the sight and 
sound of water gushing straight 
from tap to drain (and back 
again ?). 

There is, however, a solution 
near at hand, a way by which 
society can protect itself against 
the wretched malefactors : what 
I propose is that L.S.E. should 
switch to the plunger and move 
away from the screw. Their 
adoption would make it near 
impossible, without much effort, 
to leave the taps flowing, and 
thus the screw taps could be 
relegated to the revolutionary 
museum, where for a small 
charge, they can be studied by 
future generations. 

Question : Does this make us_ 
all l'asfi'.s's ? 

IMMIGRATION BILL 
THE Immigra t ion  B i l l  ha s  a s  i t s  ma in  ob jec t i ve  the  cont inuance ,  

ex t ens ion  and  ra t io na l i sa t i o n  o f  the  contro l  o f  immigra t ion  
in to  th i s  country .  The  neces s i ty  f or  such  c ontr o l  cannot  be  doubted .  
Br i ta i n  i s  a  sma l l  dense ly  popu la ted  i s l and ,  and  ca n n o t ,  w i thout  a  
de ter iora t ion  in  th e  env i ro nm ent  absorb  a  large  n u mb er  o f  
immigrant s .  

Due  t o  th i s  cou n try ' s  Imper ia l  pas t ,  a  vas t  n u mb er  o f  peop le  
throughout  th e  wor ld  have  come  to  h ave  l inks  w i t h  Br i ta in .  Wi th  
the  dec l ine  o f  Emp i re ,  pre s sure  o f  immigra t ion  has  grown ,  and  we  
have  a t  l a s t  had  t o  rea l i s e  tha t  the  i dea l  o f  f r ee - en try  to  a l l  
C o mmo nw ea l t h  c i t i z ens  i s  no  l onger  prac t i cab le .  By  a  n u mb er  o f  
A c t s ,  r e s t r i c t i ons  have  been  p lace d  on  immigra t ion .  

Previous Acts have provided 
for a limited number of work-
vouchers to be issued annually. 
Quotas have been allocated to 
countries of origin. The total 
of vouchers issued and the num­
ber allocated to each country of 
origin, have had only a general 
relevance to the needs of this 
country, inasmuch as that the 
total immigration is controlled. 

This new Bill brings in a com­
pletely new concept, of vital 
importance to community rela­
tions in this country. The Home 
Secretary has the power to ac­
cept or refuse any application, 
while taking into account the 
problem of the area into which 
the immigrant plans to go, and 
the suitability of the individual 
concerned. It is probably that 
immigration into areas of high 
immigrant concentration will be 
avoided. 

Continued immigration into 
such areas will only damage 
race relations which we are all 
trying to improve. Pressure on 
housing and schooling in these 
areas is already heavy ; increas­
ing the strain is completely un­
fair to the people of all races, 
living within the area. 

Heavy immigration has led to 
there being high percentages of 
immigrants and first-generation 
children in schools in certain 
areas. The present policy to 
treat native British children and 
immigrant children as the same 
is manifest nonsense. Too often 
the result is that the immigrant, 

• hampered by the language and 
cultural barrier, falls behind, 
and receives a lesser opportu­
nity than his native contem­
porary. We must recognise this 
problem, where many children 
are handicapped in the very 
early stages of their education. 

A partial solution would be 
to set up specialised centres to 
educate children of alien cul­
tures through the early stages 
of their education. Selection 
would certainly be almost tot­
ally on racial lines, but this 
would be realistic and benefi­
cial and not evil. 

It would be likely that Asian 
children would be selected for 
such schools, and most West 
Indian children would remain 
in normal schools, due to having 
the same home-language and 
culture. The scheme would 
probably be costly, and the rate 
support grant for these areas 
would have to be increased. 

This section of the Bill could 
give these areas a breathing-
space to properly assess and im­
prove community relations. 

The Bill also brings in "the 
concept of Patriality. The prob­
lem of immigration inevitably 
raises the question of who has 
priority. It appears to me to 
be quite reasonable to give pri­
ority to those who have the 
closest contact with these 
islands, given that we cannot 
potentially accommodate any 
sizeable proportion of Common­
wealth citizens who make up a 
marter of the wolid^-jqomila-

r«us 

Right of Abode is given to : 
U.K. citizens who are, or their 
parents or grandparents were, 
citizens by right of birth, 
adoption, naturalisation or regis­
tration in the U.K.; or U.K. 
citizens settled for more than 
five years in this country ; or 
Commonwealth citizens who are 
the child or grandchild of a 
U.K. citizen by birth. 

The Patriality clause has been 
called racialist. This, of course, 
avoids the issue. Inevitably, the 
greater majority of patrials are 
white. Britain has always been pre­
dominantly white. However, the 
descendants of all immigrants, born 
in this country, regardless of colour, 
will be patrials. There are already 
thousands of non-white patrials. 

The Bill extends to future Com­
monwealth immigrants the duty to 
register annually with the police ; 
as do already alien residents. 

It is to be hoped that an amend­
ment to this clause will be passed. 
If it IS necessary to register, this 
could probably be done at the local 
Social Security Office or Employ­
ment Exchange, either of which 
have adequate facilities for registra­
tion. Registration with the police is 
to many degrading, and many immi­
grants, due to their home back­
ground, may fear policemen. 

The original reason for registra­
tion with the police, introduced at 
the turn of the century for aliens, 
was that they have widespread local 
stations, and that they have the 
facilities to follow-up people who 
fail to re-register. This does not 
mean that in the minority of cases 
the details cannot be forwarded to 
the police for investigation. 

The number of people failing to 
re-register may, in fact, be so tiny, 
and the need for control so slight, 
that registration in practical terms 
may well be altogether unnecessary 
bureaucracy. 

Registration of aliens by the 
police has, however, worked 
smoothly in the past. Only 15 extra 
men will be needed for the new 
registration. 

The Bill also extends the sanction 
of deportation to those immigrants 
who are committed to prison for a 
criminal offence (and are recom­
mended for deportation), or for 
breaking their conditions of stay. 
These provisions, if each individual 

case is adequately proven, are rea­
sonable and necessary. There is no 
reason why non-U.K. citizens should 
be a burden to the community 'ex­
cept, possibly, where they genuinely 
cannot help themselves). 

Equally, the person's dependents 
may be deported if they are likely 
to become a charge on public funds. 
Careful and considered amendment 
of this may be necessary. It could 
be grossly unfair to send back a 
mother and children against their 
will because the husband has "gone 
off the rails.'' If she can support 
herself and them it would be wrong 
to send them back. 

Equally, self-supporting or teen­
age studying children may have a 
moral entitlement not to be de­
ported because of a misdemeanour 
of a parent. In all cases flexibility 
humanity and individual considera­
tion must be exercised. 

The Bill provides a wide range of 
right of appeals : against refusal of 
entry; against refusal of a change 
in the conditions of stay; against 
deportation; and against refusal of 
a certificate of patriality. 

There is no appeal against a de­
cision personally taken by the Home 
Secretary. There is, thereby, a dan­
ger of injustice, but is one inherent 
in our democratic system rather 
than in this Bill? The Home Sec­
retary gives consideration to such 
value-judgments as the "public 
good." This flexibility to defend om 
society is essential. 

After five years' residence. Com­
monwealth citizens may register 
(i.e. naturalise) as a U.K. citizen; 
having proved to be of good charac­
ter; to have sufficient knowledge of 
the English language, and to have 
the intention of remaining in this 
country. 

There is no more danger of the 
police stopping coloured people in 
the road to enquire whether they 
are legal immigrants, than there :s 
now. Police -harassment is unlikely 
to occur due to the high standards; 
and traditions of the force, and atet 
to the fact that policemen normally 
do not try to make work for them­
selves. A policeman who does har-
rass immigrants is subject to law 
and discipline, and individual cases 
must be followed up. 

The Bill is a rationalisation oj 
the control of immigration to this 
country. Those who have called 
racialist are prone to see "racialists 
under the bed," and would do bene/ 
to put their social consciences to 
work, by striving for racial harmony 
and integration, rather than look­
ing for grievances to scare coloured 
people with. 

By making "racialism" a perpe­
tual issue, such people are damag­
ing integration and causing a re­
action personified by Mr. Powell 

JACQUES ARNOLD 
Chairman, Conservative Society 

A warm welcome to 

S p u r g e o n ' s  
STUDENTS & NURSES 

F e l l o w s h i p  

at the METROPOLITAN TABERNACLE 

Elephant & Castle, London, S.E.1 

Evangelical fellowship and meetings EVERY THURSDAY* 

"SAMPLE" TOPICS from MAY: 
The  I n fa l l ib i l i t y  and  Insp i ra t ion  o f  Scr ip ture ;  
The  Regu la t ive  Pr inc ip l e  o f  Scr ip ture  ;  
Rome  and  The  Church  o f  Eng land  ;  
E vo lu t ion  Now ;  
Gu idance  

informal Fellowship from 6.30 p.m. Main Meeting starts 
7.30 p.m., followed by discussion, light refreshments and 
optional recreational activities. 

Pl p^s e  -p ' ;one  735  7076  for  nmcnec tus  
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Revolutionary 

Textbook 
"Marx ' s  Theory  o f  A l i ena t ion ,"  

b y  I s tvan  Me s z ar os .  (C lo th  
£2 .25 ,  Pape r b ac k  £1 .  M er l in  
Pres s . )  

|r^HIS is, in every imaginable 
way. one of the best Marx­

ist books to have appeared since 
the war. It is comprehensive 
without being esoteric. It is 
readable without descending 
into banality. If parts ol it are 
difficult to grasp straight away, 
then the difficulty can safely be 
attributed to depth of thought 
rather than pretentiousness or 
academism. And—wonder of 
wonders (especially coming 
from a left publisher)—it is' re­
latively cheap (300-odd pages a 
pound). 

"Man must compete if he is 
not to die" is our imperative 
that lies behind much social ac­
tivity today. From the attempt 
to cut real wages to working for 
an exam, this motto is justified 
by  the  th rea t  f rom the  o ther  
country or from the other stu­
dents. Marx says that competi­
tion was not absolutely neces­
sary, but necessary only in 
terms of one kind of society. 
The only human necessity that 
applies to all societies is "man 
must produce if he is not to 
die." 

Such is the ideological aspect 
of the theory of alienation. But 
it is only one aspect. Aliena­
tion in Marx is, as Meszaros 
points out, a concept of syn­
thesis. What the synthesis rests 
on is the analysis of alienated 
labour. In general, people work 
to produce and reproduce them­
selves as human beings. Under 
capitalism the worker works to 
produce and reproduce (1) capi-
tal and (2) himself as a worker, 
a servant of capital. 

Pessimism of 
optimism 

the intelligence, 
of the will 

Everyone in capitalist society 
is alienated. Different spheres 
of social life are divorced from 
each other. Society tends to 
become polarised around two 
main contending classes. But 
though everyone may be 
alienated, only one of these 
classes is capable of recognising 
the fact. From the standpoint 
of labour, the very process of 
production as such can appear 
to be a process of alienation. 
From the standpoint of capital, 
it appears as the gaining of the 
fruits of other people's labour. 
Only the workers have the po­
tential, as a class, to see them­
selves and the rest of societies 
as they really are. Only they 
have the potential to revolu­
tionise labour and society. 

Meszaros' writing is far re­
moved from the crudity of some 
professional -Marxists" and 
"anti-Marxists." Unlike them, 
he does not place himself above 
a conflict'that is escalating both 
in Britain and a number of 
other countries. That is why 
this book is Marxist in the true 
sense—it is a guide to action. 

"A nt on io  Gramsc i :  L i f e  o f  a  
Re vo lu t ionary ,"  by  Gui s e ppe  
F i o r i .  (Pub l i shed  by  Ne w 
Le f t  Books  a t  £2 .75 . )  

I  UST a few months ago, the 
Italian Communist Party' 

celebrated its 50th anniversary 
and 20,000 communists at a 
mass rally in the Palazzo Dello 
Sport pledged themselves to 
•follow an independent "Italian 
Road to Socialism." Earlier 
Party leader Luigi Longo re­
affirmed that Italian communists 
were following their own road 
"to a socialism that responds to 
the national traditions, to the re­
quirements of our country and 
to our country alone." 

The full significance of these 
statements and of current 
thinking amongst Italian com­
munists can only be realised 
through a searching analysis of 
Italian Marxist Antonio Gram­
sci. Giuseppe Fiori's excellent 
biography of Gramsci goes 
much of the way to achieving 
this analysis. 

Fiori's major contribution is 
in unravelling the confusion 
that has camouflaged Gramsci's 
position on the Stalinist rejec­
tion of the "transitional stage" 
to communism. The sixth con­
gress of the 2nd International 
declared that the rightist ap­
proach of a united front pro­
gramme was to end and that 
there was to be no affiliation 
with bourgeois social demo­
cratic parties. This sectarian 
line spelt out that social demo­
crats were non-revolutionary 
and maintained an equivalence 
between social democracy and 
fascism. Communist Parties 
should have no part in any al­
liance but should conduct an 
isolated struggle against all 
bourgeois parties. 

With the imprisonment of 
Gramsci by the fascists, Tog-
liatti assumed leadership of the 
Italian Communist Party 
(P.C.I.) and the task of engin­
eering the change and propagat­
ing the new ideology fell to 
him. 

Gennaro Gramsci was called 
upon to consult his brother in 
prison and discover his views. 
Gennaro returned to declare 

that "Nino is in complete 
agreement with you. With 
the acknowledgement of Italy's 
leading Marxist theorist, the 
P.C.I, continued on its suici­
dal course. Gennaro now states, 
however, that he lied in order 
to save his brother from expul­
sion. 

Practically, the new ideology 
made little difference to the 
Italian communists for they had 
already been destroyed by this 
time and no alliance with the 
social democrats would have 
saved them or us from fascism. 
Theoretically, however, it is im­
portant that we note Gramsci's 
independent line for it helps to 
explain why today's Italian 
communists also follow an "In­
dependent Italian Road to 
Socialism" and are prepared to 
deviate from the official Soviet 
position, as they did over 
Czechoslovakia. The Italians 
have learnt their lesson the 
hardest way with the rise of 
fascism and are now prepared 
to acknowledge Gramsci's in­
sistence upon a thorough analy­
sis of the specific existing con­
ditions. 

Antonio Gramsci was born in 
Sardinia in 1891, the son of a 
middle-class family who had 
seen better times. Despite his 
stunted growth and hunch-back 
he showed early signs of a bril­
liant intellect and won a 
scholarship to the University of 
Turin. It was here that he be­
came a confirmed socialist and 
began his journalisms. 

Illness forced him to leave 
university and he took up pro­
fessional agitation having joined 
the Italian Socialist Party 
(P.S.I.) during the war. He be­
came closely aligned to the 
Soviet position in the im­
mediate years following the 
revolution, paying respect to the 
idea of factory councils based 
on a non-sectarian ideology. By 
autumn 1919 over 30.000 engin­
eering workers were enrolled at 
Fiat and Lancia. His activities 
helped prolong the Turin strike 
of 1920 and bring about a gene­
ral strike but the defeat of the 
strike was a personal blow to 
Gramsci and a second takeover 
and subsequent failure in Sep 
tember 1920 

that any conception of the 
existence of a revolutionary 
situation was premature. 

Later that year, the more 
determined communists began 
a campaign to split themselves 
from the P.S.I, and form an 
Independent  Communi s t  Par ty .  
Gramsci was opposed to such 
a split and came in for some 
strong criticism from Lenin : 

"To the Italian comrades 
we must say simply that it 
is the outlook of the 'Ordine 
Nuovo' militants which corres­
ponds to the principles of the 
Communist International, and 
not the outlook of the present 
majority among the leaders 
and their parliamentary 
group . . . Hence, we must 
say to the Italian comrades 
and to all parties which have 
a right-wing: the reformist 
tendency has nothing in 
common with communism." 
Lenin's influence upon Gram­

sci, however, was considerable 
and in his "False Discourses on 
Freedom," Gramsci was finally 
convinced of the need to split. 
In June 1921, at the 17th Na­
tional Congress of the P.S.I, the 
split came. 

If a revolutionary situation 
was not imminent in Turin in 
1920. it was certainly imminent 
in 1922 and the failure of the 
left to seize upon this is prin­
cipally demonstrated by the 
enthusiasm of the fascists to 
grasp the situation and seize 
control. By October 1922 Mus­
solini was in power, having 
stolen the initiative from the 
left. The specific dynamics 
which brought about this ironic 
twist of fate will doubtless be 
debated by many. The split on 
the left created a vacuum which 
the fascists seized upon and ex­
ploited to the full. The com­
munists also were not prepared 
to resort to the tactics of the 
fascists, believing in a more 
democratic rather than heavy-
handed method. 

Whilst in Moscow Gramsci 
met and fell in love with Julia 
Schucht. This relationship was 
to give him the only solace and 
joy that he would receive 
throughout the depressing and 
sickening years that were to 

Italy clearly signified come. The position in 

was deteriorating, as also wa; 
Gramsci's health. Almost the 
entire leadership of the P.C.I, 
had been arrested and Gramsc, 
was forced to assume leadership 
from Vienna. From this posi­
tion he was able to move thjg 
P.C.I, towards the right so that 
it could effectively challenge 
fascism and avoid total annihila­
tion. 

In May 1924 he stood for anil 
was duly elected to the Italian 
parliament, a position whicli 
granted him immunity and thui 
allowed him to continue agita­
tion within the borders of Italj. 
instead of outside. The movis 
infuriated Mussolini but Gram­
sci managed by his stealth t<> 
survive two years before Mus­
solini could take no more and 
declared that no opposition 
parties would be allowed in 
Italy. On November 8th, 1926. 
Gramsci was arrested. 

At his trial in June 1927, ho 
was sentenced to 20 years inv 
prisonment. Mussolini's rulS 
was now complete and all op­
position ceased to exist in Italy 
until many years later. 

Between 1927 and his deaty 
on April 27th, 1937, Gramsci 
underwent increasing pain from 
tubercolosis and angina but wa; 
not deterred from commencing" 
a project which was to stamp 
his authority on Marxism. 

His prison letters and note­
books span a period of over ten 
years and set out a detailed 
analysis of Italian and Marxist 
philosophy, affirming Gramsci's 
position as a leading Marxist 
theorist and revealing the soul 
of a committed revolutionary. 

Today's New Left as well as 
the present day Italian Coir|-
munist Party can learn much 
from Gramsci. Particularly, 
that every situation requires an 
independent analysis. There is 
no formula for socialism or re­
volution which can be applie4 
to every situation. Sectariaii 
politics by the left may make 
the achievement of socialism 
all the more difficult. Dis­
cipline without thought is as 
senseless as enthusiasm without 
maturity. 

S TEPHEN F .  KELLV.  

STEERING THE ECONOMY 

a l t erna t ive  London  
-makes fascinating reading—lots of 
original and imaginative suggestions, 
plus down - to - earth advice. — 
"Observer." 
mysticism — communes — crafts 
left-wing activities — macrobiotics 
— meditation — arrest — legal aid 
— flat-finding — squatting — the 
dole — jobs — tenants' rights — 
contraception — abortion — adop­
tion _ vd — drugs guide — homo­
sexuals — auction rooms — credit 
— phone — transport — escape. 
"Genuinely informative guide to 
surviving in tlie Smoke . . . unique 
•and excellent vaU«\"—"Tug« O; Now from bookshoDS unc 

|r THERE can be little doubt that 
Sam Brittan is far and 

away the best financial journal­
ist in the U.K. at present. Best, 
in the sense that he combines a 
clear grasp of economic theory 
with a considerable insight into 
the workings of Whitehall, and 
yet on very few issues indeed, 
allows his professional judg­
ment to be influenced either by 
his social contacts in that parti­
cular street or by political as­
pirations. The present edition, 
which is the third and substan­
t ia l ly  rev ised  vers ion  of  The  
Treasury under the Tories, pub­
lished in 1964, reveals all of 
Brittan's finest qualities. The 
book itself is concerned with 
macro-economic policy in the 
U.K. over the 'fifties and 'sixties 
and in particular the role 
played by the Treasury in for­
mulating and executing policy. 

Brittan's main argument is 
that macro-economic policy­
making in the U.K. has, at least 
up to 1967, been dominated by 
a preoccupation to play a role 
in world affairs which is incon­
sistent with its post-imperial 
status. This has resulted in the 
opposition of. governments to 

ing the sterling balances, the 
growth of overseas defence 
commitments, the investment of 
enormous resources in military 
and aerospace ventures (many 
of which had to be cancelled 
before completion), and a 
failure to join the Common 
Market in the initial stages 
when we could have got in on 
our terms. 

In terms of demand manage­
ment, the failure of successive 
governments to devalue the 
pound when in balance-of-pay-
ments difficulties led to the 
stop-go cycle and." during the 
tenure of the Wilson govern­
ment, the most vicious deflation 
throughout the post-war period. 
Not surprisingly, Brittan finds 
recent history a powerful argu­
ment for a floating pound. 

Though there is much less in 
the book, on the current prob­
lem of increasing inflation and 
increasing unemployment, some 
interesting ideas emerge. While 
ad-hoc explanations of the cur­
rent wage explosion may on 
reflection turn out to be un­
founded, the author is entirely 
justified, from available evid­
ence, in pointing out that the 
misguided humanitarianism of 

in pushing up the 

in explaining why the wage 
explosion got off the ground 
that year. It is ironical that 
such a concern for the plight 
of the poor-paid worker should, 
on reflection, have had precisely 
the opposite effect to what was 
intended, in that the loosers in 
the present inflation are those 
workers who are either not 
unionised or organised into 
unions which are in a very 
weak bargaining position. 

In dealing with policy against 
inflation, Brittan has all the 
current dilemmas of the liberal. 
In the long run, discretionary 
policy would give way to rules. 
There would be a long-term 
target balance for the budget 
at a hypothetical "high-employ­
ment" level of activity ; a steady 
annual target for the growth 
of the money supply ; a floating 
pound ; the abandonment of any 
pretext of a formal incomes 
policy; and an anti-monopoly 
policy towards trade unions 
which would reduce the "natu­
ral" rate of unemployment. But 
what about the short run. Here 
I find Brittan altogether less 
convincing. To deal with short-
run inflation, he advocates a 
complete wage freeze, and in 

•n t .  F inan c ia l  T imes  

But to anyone who is in­
terested in economic growth, a 
price freeze in the present situilh 
tion of falling company profits 
is the very worst policy. It 
would simply keep real profits 
at an artificially low level, re­
duce the rate of real investment 
and provide firms with an in­
centive to reduce the quality 
of their product. 

While the author's long-tern 
policy is well-founded, in my 
opinion he does not emphasiss 
enough that in the short run, 
varying levels of bankruptcies 
and unemployment are an es­
sential element of a capitalist 
economy. Instead of designing 
economic policy, such that th; 
main consideration is the tem­
porary rate of unemployment, 
we would do much better in the 
long run, if at present we con­
centrated on improving the 
efficiency of the economy, re­
ducing the monopoly powers of 
trade unions, and provided 
more funds for retraining 
centres so as to increase the 
mobility of labour. a 

This book should be con­
sidered essential reading for 
any specialist studying apply­
ing as well as non-specialist 
interested in the political eco­
nomy of the U.K J 
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"Youth  Up  In  Arms , "  b y  George  
Pa locz i -Horvar th ,  We idenfe ld  
and  N i c ho l son ,  £3 .50 .  

C  jEORGE PALOCZI - HOR-
VATIi is a man who ad­

mits to an obsession for truth 
and a mind open to alteration, 
re-thinking and re-valuation. 
With the aid of this unfashion­
able equipment and a substan­
tial research grant, he has pro­
duced an outstanding documen­
tary of a brutal world war. 

This book is not the result of 
a mere conscientious collection 
and patient assimilation of cut­
tings from the world's Press. 

To take one instance: On 
June 2nd, 1967. Benno Ohnesorg, 
a West Berlin student, was shot 
dead by a policeman. Know­
ledge of this event was confined 
to TV sequences and newspaper 
reports broadcasted or published 
the next day, and journalists 
reporting on the night of the 
2nd had no reason to suspect 
that the West Berlin Chief of 
Police had not told the truth in 
the statements he made. 

Paloczi-Horvath and two as­
sistants worked full-time for two 
weeks to discover what really 
happened—and this was to re­
sult in a 10-page sequence in a 
book of over 300 pages. 

"Youth Up In Arms" is no 
figurative title, and yet it is to 
a certain extent misleading. The 
youth of Hungary in 1956 used 
Molotov cocktails, barrels of 
liquid soap and small arms—but 
against the firepower of the 
Soviet Army. 

In Paris, in 1968, the weapons 
of the students were the famous 
"paves"—but they were used 
against police armed with gas 
grenades. In Tokyo, a year 
later, students occupying the 
administrative building of the 
university used rocks, acid 
bombs and smoke sticks to hold 
off an attack by a police force 
armed with powerful water 
cannon which fired a mixture of 
water and tear gas while police 
helicopters hovered overhead 
dropping hundreds of tear gas 
grendades on to the defenders. 

It is the adult generation as 
well as youth that is up in 
arms; and it is only when 
events in the war in all parts of 
the world over a period of 15 
years are described that it's vast 
extent and its bloody nature 
are properly realised. 

Paloczi-Horvath has rather 
more sympathy for the youth in 
this war than for their adver­
saries. It is, after all. not neces­
sary for the pursuer of truth to 
remain neutral once he has 
amassed sufficient evidence to al­
low him to reach a conclusion 
as to the merits of the sides in 
a particular conflict. What. then, 
is this evidence ? 

The war is not simply one be­
tween generations. The points 
of division between the camps 
are rather based on different 
attitudes and different reactions 
towards the same characteristics 
of our world society, so that 

. both young and old can be found 
in each camp. Sons are rising 
aga ins t  the i r  fa thers  no t  qua  
fathers, but because of what 
their fathers represent. 

The "youth camp" is "the 
most influential pressure group 
for human survival." (Page 49). 
Man, as we know, has the power 
to reduce himself and the planet 
he lives on to a dismal pile of 
radioactive ash in one mad, 
glorious spree. Or. if he is so 
minded—as he seems to be—he 
can achieve what is tantamount 
to^Uae same result by a steady 

'ocess of slow poisoning. 
Our world society frequently 

seems to be in the position of a 
man who throws himself off the 
top of the Empire State Build-

as he passes the 20th -

far, so good." If at this point 
you are mentally groaning, 
"Not the Bomb and pollution 
again," the chances are that you 
are unlikely to qualify for 
membership of the youth camp. 
For it is precisely the tacit ac­
ceptance of intolerable situa­
tions and the continued failure 
to fight for human survival that 
has led to the war discussed in 
this book. 

There are, of course, other rea­
sons for hostility. In 1969 I met 
at a conference of European stu­
dents in Switzerland, a promin­
ent Czech journalist. Shortly 
afterwards, I heard, he was 
working in a quarry under 
forced labour. 

This example from my own 
personal experience makes 
P a l o c z i - H o r v a t h ' s  c o m m e n t s  
about youth in totalitarian 
regimes all the more vivid. Dur­
ing the Prague spring in 1968, 
Rudi Dutschke visited Charles 
University. He was worried lest 
the attempt to attain "Commun­
ism with a human face" should 
lead to the "weakening of the 
anti-imperialist camp." 

The standpoint of the Prague 
students was summarised by one 
of their spokesmen as follows : 
"For us, the classic civil liber­
ties assume the utmost import­
ance. In a socialist society, free­
dom of speech, freedom of the 
Press, freedom of assembly and 
freedom of association are 
essential if the people are to 
exercise any control at all . . . 
I have often been told by my 
friends in Western Europe that 
we are only fighting for bour­
geois-democratic freedoms. But 
somehow I cannot seem to dis­
tinguish between capitalist 
freedoms and socialist freedoms. 

"What I recognise are basic 
human freedoms." (Quote Page 
291). The system of thought de­
veloped as an ideology by Dut­
schke and his fellow-students 

in West Germany was as closed 
as the ideology which "had 
brought the Czechoslovak 
people slavery coupled with 
moral and economic bank­
ruptcy" (Page 290) and Paloczi-
Horvath's sympathy for the 
youth camp wanes somewhat as 
he notes that in recent years 
some young minds have become 
as intolerant as those of fana­
tical adult authorities. 

"In the bitter struggle to gain 
self-determination for all men. 
the original aim got lost and 
they demanded instead uniform­
ity of views and convictions, 
claiming immunity for their 
school of thought from examina­
tion by critical intelligence." 
(Pages 310-311). 

The reaction of adult author­
ity to the fight of youth has in 
places given rise to the physical 
repression of which examples 
have already been,given. Much 
more widespread, however, has 
been the identification of radical 
change and repolution with 
social pathology. One practical 
result of this is the "law and 
order" policy, whereby the law 
is used as a sheepdog to keep 
the Gadarene Swine in perfect 
formation. 

Another aspect is the general 
anti - youth propaganda which 
reached one of its many nadirs 
with the impromptu speech of 
President Nixon mace during 
the U.S. invasion of Cambodia : 
"You know, you see these bums, 
you know, blowing up the cam­
puses. Listen, the boys on the 
college campuses today are the 
luckiest people in the world— 
going to the greatest universi­
ties—and here are burning up 
the books. I mean, storming 
around about this issue, I mean, 
you name it, get rid of the war. 
there'll be another one. And 
then, out there, we've got kids 
who are just doing their duty. 
And I've seen them and they 

stand tall and they're proud." 
(Quoted Page 319). 

Underlying these words is a 
more basic reason for the anti-
youth propaganda. This is based 
not so much on the view that it 
is by definition wrong to upset 
the applecart, but rather on a 
deep-seated social attitude that 
young people are incapable of 
making a constructive contribu­
tion towards the world in which 
they live—and form a numerical 
majority. 

A monopoly of wisdom, it is 
understood, lies with our elders 
—although the evidence for this 
is not readily apparent. This at­
titude is maintained in the face 
of a mass of authoritative argu­
ment suggesting that young 
people reach full physical, emo­
tional and mental maturity long 
before they are considered to be 
able to play a full part in the 
life of society. 

The feeling of frustration 
which this attitude builds up in 
the young is exacerbated when 
it is realised that adult author­
ity is responsible for maintain­
ing this "artificial state of im­
maturity" (Page 41) as well as 
the state of affairs which 
throws their whole future into 
jeopardy. Paloczi-Horvath bor­
rows from theories of moral 
development to assert that the 
truly mature person may be 
considered as a "rational-
altruistic" type in that, first, he 
is in such full, rational control 
of himself that he can break 
away when necessary from his 
conditioned upbringing, and. 
second, he • has "a concern for 
the good of the group, the com­
munity and for the future of all 
mankind." (Page 327). 

He then asserts : "The world 
wide youth revolution that is 
now unfolding is caused by the 
fact that today the poroportion 
of rational-altruistic individuals 
in the age-group 16 to 26 is far 

greater than in the entire 
'adult' population aged over 
26" (Page 331)—on the evidence, 
he adds, not of any complex re­
search, but of "the behaviour of 
youth on the one "hand, and of 
the adult world on the other." 
(Page 332). 

At this point the argument 
reveals a slight shift. This is due 
to a failure to distinguish the 
terms "youth" and "student," 
and is shown, for example, in 
the following passage : "The pro­
portion of thOse who strive to 
become a Homo Sapiens is still 
higher among university stu­
dents than in any other com­
parable age group. Since the 
proportion of students in the 
total population is still rising 
steeply everywhere, the much 
smaller but vital proportion of 
rational-altruistic adults is also 
growing. Therein lies the hope 
of the future." (Page 335). 

He may well be right. But 
what of those in the 16 to 26 ag'e 
group who are not students ? 

There is no guarantee that the 
present era of expansion in 
higher education will not come 
to an end, or. indeed, that a 
combination of economic, social 
and political factors will not in 
the fairly near future result in 
a student body as quiescent as 
it was in the early 'fifties. 

Moreover, to bank one's hope 
on students seems to imply a 
certain elitism wherever higher 
education remains a privilege of 
the fortunate few and wherever 
.students are seen to be "a race 
apart." 

This is precisely the same elit­
ism which has in the past led 
to the betrayal of several popu­
lar revolutions — as Paloczi-
Horvath himself points out. For 
these reasons it is difficult to 
accept Paloczi - Horvath's 
grounds for hope in their 
entirety. 

DAVID CHRIS TIE  

L.S.E. Student wins award 
"  JOHN  KIRKALDY,  a  pos tgrad ,  s tudent  a t  L .S .E., won  th i rd  
"  pr i ze  in  the  "Ne w  Sta te sman"  s tudent  j o urna l i s t  compet i t i on  ;  

the  genera l  theme  war ,  "Corrupt ion ,"  and  John ' s  ar t i c l e  was  a  
.  rev i ew  o f  H ugh  Thomas ' s  book ,  "CUBA O R  THE PURSUIT OF  
-  FREEDOM."  

•,mu£S- to himself : "So 

"The roacs of old Cuba lead 
nowhere": Hugh Thomas de­
monstrates at some length the 
perennial truth of this aphorism 
enshrined in a Cuban folk-song. 
Every ingredient conducive to 
the rottenness of the body poli­
tic has flourished in this island 
from the earliest times. The 
book is a chronicle of the Cuban 
impasse from 1762, when the 
British invaded the island dur­
ing the Seven Years' War, down 
to the revolution of Fidel 
Castro. 

Cuba has been a political foot­
ball for successive incursions of 
super powers, each of which 
has bequeathed to it in turn 
only the dregs of its culture. 
The English stayed only long 
enough to line their pockets, 
leaving Cuba once more to the 
Spaniards, who left behind them 
an indelible tradition of incom­
petence, bribery and malad­
ministration : although Profes­
sor Thomas concludes that in 
some respects they compare 
favourably with other colonial 
powers. Cuba inherited much 

i of the Spanish way of life : re-
\ ligion. language, architecture 
• and a large slave population. 
' whose ancestors had been trans­

ported from West Africa under 
conditions of unspeakable bar-

. baritv. 
The rising tide of imperial-

. ism and geographical proximity 
• led to an increasing domination 

in Cuban affairs on the part 
th 

ing in the Spanish-American 
War of 1898 was far from glori­
ous. Pressurised by Randolph 
Hearst, who telegraphed to his 
"ace" reporter Frederic Reming­
ton : "You furnish the pictures, 
and I'll furnish the war," and 
the slogan "Remember the 
'Maine'," public opinion erupted 
in a clamour for war, to which 
President McKinley acceded. He 
told an audience of the General 
Missionary Committee of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church on 
a similar occasion : "I am not 
ashamed to tell you, gentlemen, 
that I went down on my knees 
and prayer to Almighty God for 
guidance, and one night later 
it came, and the next morning 
I sent for the Chief Engineer 
of the War Department, our 
map-maker." The Almighty, it 
seems, was once again on the 
side of the big battalions. 

Cuba stands out in this book 
as a living testimony to Ame­
rica's continuance as the most 
salient and unpredictable men­
ace to world peace. Their two 
most persistent faults in their 
foreign policy are shown in 
crystal clarity : a steadfast re­
fusal to face facts, and the 
tendency to formulate decisions 
against a back-drop of "Old 
Glory" defiant in the breeze, 
while unseen choirs chant the 
"Battle Hymn of the Republic." 
and the ear hangs on the hoof-
beats of the Sixth Cavalry. 

n® 

Cuba in 1902 (they returned to 
rule directly from 1906 to 1909), 
the threat of renewed interven­
tion was never far removed 
from Cuban affairs. American 
investment soon established a 
stranglehold on Cuban business, 
and offered a large market for 
the staple sugar crop. "Even 
our bad taste was imported." 
one Cuban sadly commented. 
There is no suggestion that all 
American decisions were in­
competent, but even the missile 
crisis, rightly judged as a 
triumph of diplomacy, must be 
seen against the Bay of Pigs 
disaster. 

There is small wonder that 
these foetid conditions proved a 
forcing-ground for every kind 
of vice and corruption. A line 
of Presidents from Gomez to 
Batista ruled a state in which 
graft was the norm rather than 
the exception, with all the con-
coihitants of opponents tortured 
and shot, the milking of public 
funds, the fixing of justice, con­
trol of Press and radio, with the 
armed forces as just one more 
body to square. 

The parking meters installed 
in Havana in 1957 were collect­
ing pockets for the pockets of 
unblushing officials: a special 
cloakroom was sat aside in the 
Presidential Palace for visitors' 
revolvers. 

As Professor Thomas reviews 
these sordid years, we see the 
battle of the Hotel Nacional. in 
which over one hundred people 
died, and the momentary flick­
ers of hope in the "Honest 
Cabinet and the Constitution of 
1940, that other values might 
prevail ; but all were still-bom. 
" -s- —— 

of Batista. 
Fidel Castro's uprising in 1952-

59 owes much of its initial suc­
cess to the complete destruction 
of any continuing values during 
the previous regimes. Professor 
Thomas is at his best in un­
ravelling the enigma of Castro 
and his revolution. He rightly 
concludes that the ideology of 
its early stages owed more to 
the Cuban liberal heroes Marti 
and Chibas. and Castro's innate 
egoism, than to Marxist-Lenin­
ism. The book also gives a wel­
come and lucid appraisal of Che 
Guevara, stripped of the tinsel 
of the pop-art poster and revo­
lutionary slogans. He emerges 
as a gifted and most capable 
man, a major influence in 
Castro's gravitation towards 
Communism, but the victim of 
a zealot's narrowness of vision, 
and obsessed in his later years 
with an almost paranoic regard 
for violence and death. 

Castro emerges as yet another 
victim of the Cuban malaise he 
sought to conquer. Diversifica­
tion of the economy has failed, 
while Russia has usurped the 
traditional role of America . 
Standards of education and 
health have certainly improved, 
but the price, like the time-keep­
ing of Mussolini's trains, has 
been a high one. All individual­
ity. once one of the most attrac­
tive facets of Cuban life, has 
been consciously sacrificed for 
uniformity. With prisons over­
flowing and shooting on the in­
crease. the old spectre of cor­
ruption still walks abroad, but 
wearing different clothing. The 
lid Cuhmi road still leads 

. .... 
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ATTENTION! 

THEATRE 

DIVE DEEP—Quintessence 
(Island) 
1 TURING their short history 

Quintessence have grown 
from strength to strength and 
although, strangely enough, 
their records have never sold 
in any large quantity they must 
rank as one of the strongest 
draws on today's group scene. 
This is no doubt due to the 
excitement they generate which, 
in their own words, "turns the 
group into the audience and the 
audience into the group." 

In this, their third L.P., they 
manage to capture in a studio 
the same excitement they create 
on stage. Musically there has 
been no change in content from 
the first two albums, but this 
recording develops earlier 
themes giving great room for 
improvisation. 

The songs follow the same 
pattern as the live act, begin­
ning very quietly and building 
up to a climax. Unlike other 
rock bands they do not need 
to rely on volume or on vast 
amounts of distortion but on 
gentle vocals and on flowing 
instrumental solos of which the 
most prominent are performed 
by flautist extraordinaire Raja 
Ram and lead guitarist all. 

To the cynic the religious 
sentiment must seem unduly 
pretentious, however there can 
be no doubting the sincerity of 
the band. Their display of joy-
fulness and happiness is appa­
rent from the simple lyrics but 
there is no seed to seek out 
meaningful interpretations—just 
relax and listen to this album 
"dedicated to the Divine Mother 
of the Universe" and the mes­
sage is perfectly clear. 

M.K. 

NO - ROCK 
The New Trend 
rFHE Entertainments Commit­

tee has been pleasantly 
surprised to discover that our 
decision to cancel our proposed 
rock concerts this term has met 
with some disappointment in 
the college. Originally, three 
were proposed. Two were can­
celled because we doubted their 
commercial viability (anyway, 
we had little left of our grant, 
£450, and we were reluctant to 
exceed our budget), and it is our 
over the year. 

Result: no Procul Harum and 
Savoy Brown/Climax Chicago 
at L.S.E. 

The Faces concert was to go 
ahead ; no doubt as to the via­
bility of that one. However, the 
Faces chose to accept a Camden 
Festival Roundhouse date (May 
1st) thus violating agreed but 
unsigned contract terms. This 
reduced a certain success to a 
dubious proposition, given that 
we are dependent on some of 
the 3,000 Roundhouse audience 
patronising L.S.E. concerts, too. 

So in my personal wisdom, 
given these facts, and also be­
cause the Faces refused to alter 
the terms from a £300 to a £200 
guarantee (but not altering ihe 
percentage of door receipts 
agreement) thus restoring good 
faith, and lastly because col­
leges in general, and L.S.E. in 
particular, are messed-around by 
short-sighted, philistinic money 
boys. I called it off, accepting a 
half-hearted, and, of course, yet 
to materialise, promise of a re­
turn date in the autumn. This 
proposed May date was itself a 
return for their "illness." 

So L.S.E. has no reek dates 
this term. The question remains: 
how many of you will miss 
them, 50, 100, 800 ? The Union 
will lose no money, the rock 
music industry computer punch 
card will have no holes in it, 
and the agencies (our is Chrysa­
lis—Jethro, TFA, T.Rex, Yes, 
etc.) won't collect their five per 
cent. Ents members have been 
diverted to the cinema on al­
ternative Saturdays. 

If anyone cares: Ents meet­
ings S.118, Thursdays, 3 p.m. 

HUGE SUCCESS FOR 
BALLET RAMBERYAT 
JEANNETTA COCHRANE 
THEATRE 
Bal l e t  Ramb er t ' s  l a s t  per for ­

man ce  i n  London  la s t  Novem­
ber  s co red  such  a  huge  h i t  th a t  
they  h ave  dec ided  t o  re turn  to  
the  Jeanne t ta  Cochrane  thea tre  
f or  a  spr ing  s e ason .  

The i r  reper to i re  inc lud e s  o ld  
wo r ks ,  bu t  never the l e s s  very  
ex c i t ing  ones  wh ich  wi th ou t  
a n y  doubt  ba l l e t  f ans  w i l l  be  
g lad  to  s ee  aga in .  The  p ro ­
gramme th i s  s eason  a l so  in ­
c l udes  a  new p iece  by  N o rma n  
Morr i s ,  "That  i s  the  show";  one  
by  Chr i s topher  Bruce .  '  Wings"  
a n d  J .  Scog l i o ' s  " Me ta f ta w ."  

As  u s u a l  the  B a l l e t  Ramber t  
h ave  t r i ed  t o  i n s e r t  am o r ig ina l  
e l ement  in to  the  programme.  
On  S a t u r d ay ,  May  1 5 th ,  the  
wh o le  per formance  w i l l  toe  d e d i ­
ca t ed  to  "Th e  Anatomy  o f  a  
Ba l l e t ,"  i n  th i s  ca se  Nor man  
Morr i s ' s  "B l ind  S igh t" ,  an  ex ­
t reme ly  exc i t ing  exper i ence  on  
wh ich  I ' l l  t ry  t o  repor t :  i n  the  
nex t  i s sue  o f  "Bea v er ' . .  

The  s eason  s tar t ed  ora  May  
6 th  and  wi l l  end  on  M a y  22nd .  

Ballet Rambert : Norman i 
Morrice's piece, The Empty i , ^ 

Suit. ££_ 

"Coriolanus." National 
Theatre Brecht's controversial 
production. 

"The ' Inquisition." S o h o 
Theatre, at lunchtime. Michael 
Almaz (Anarchist and Raspu­
tin). An account of the Spanish 
Inquisition. 

"Forget-me-not-Lane." Apollo 
Theatre. A beautiful play re­
cently shown at Greenwich. 

EXHIBITIONS 

Edward K i e n h o 1 z. I.C.A, 
Eleven tableaux are shown in 
an exhibition which took three 
years to organise. There is no 
comparable retrospective show 
of Kienholzs' work. 

Henri Lartigue, E m m e 11 
Gowan (famed photographers). 
Photogi~aphers: Gallery, 8 Great 
Newport Street, W.C.2. 

Robert Morris. Tate Gallery. 
Five dimensions agilely demon­
strated in one show. Bring 
rubber soles. 

CINEMAS 
"The Rite." Academy Two. 

Bergmann's latest film. Superb. 

"Joe"—the latest American 
film about a committed society, 
where murder is part of justice. 

SOLDIER BLUE 
At Odeon Leicester Square 

\ CURIOUS mixture of 
romanticism and horror 

appear in this film. The co­
existence of violence, glory, 
patriotism with love, fear and 
final surrender, reveal an at­
mosphere of contradiction which 
makes it very hard to have a 
definite opinion on "Soldier 
Blue." 

From the very beginning, 
Buffy St. Marie's song of "Sol­
dier Blue," captivates the audi­
ence : it is sad, desperate, a 
complaint about life and free­
dom, it sets the tone to the 
film. 

DEATH IN VENICE 

By Luchino Viscount 

A N intensely dramatic film, 
where love, hate, failure, 

success seem to be part of one 
ing. Death. It is undoubtedly 
Visconti's greatest film and a 
completely new experience in 
cinematography. 

The dialogue is almost non-ex-
istent; with one word Visconti 
reaches his purpose: plague. 
The plague is the terror of 
Venice, it is the destructive 
element of its beauty and 
charm. 

"Death in Venice" is the 
dramatic story of an unusual 
relationship: a musician's soul 
and beauty. The end moments 
of an artist who finds the answer 
to his search for perfection in 
the face of a teenager. The des­
perate struggle of a man in 
Jove with an abstraction, which 
he cannot reach because^ of its 
material immorality. But this 
later factor hardly appears in 
Visconti's film; the main ele­
ment of this relationship is the 
protection of that perfection 
(the beauty of the teenager) 
against the horrors of the 
plague. 

BALLET 

"Soldier Blue" is the story of 
a white girl, captured by the 
Indians, married to the Chey­
enne Chief, and then rescued by 
the army ; a white girl who is 
torn by two worlds: the white 
one, with its principles and 
pride ; the indian one, naive but 
sincere, courageous but never­
theless a minority. 

She loved her Indian husband, 
but she also loved Soldier Blue 
(Pter Strauss)—only at the end 
do the two worlds link up: this 
is the only ray of sunshine in 
Ihis film. 

The centre of the film is the 
massacre of Sand Creek, and 
the horors committed by the 
Yankee army. The battle scene 
is the most violent scene ever 
to be shown on a screen. Every­
thing you mean When you use 
the word terrifying comes to 
life under your eyes. 

The final aim of this film is to 
show that in a world where 
violence seems to be the main 
occupation of men, love can 
find little place, rebellion is the 
only alternative, but in most 
cases it is useless. 

Dirk Bogarde is outstanding, 
I had not seen him give such a 
fantastic performance since 
Losey's "The Servant." Sylvana 
Mangano is, as usual, beautiful, 
exciting and a perfectly-
balanced actress. "Death in 
Venice" is probably a film we 
will remember, not only for its 
dramatic intensity, but for its 
sheer beauty. 

Bejazt and the Ballet of the 
20th Century. London Coliseum. 
A unique company. 
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HOW PLAUSIBLE IS STAGED 
REVOLUTION ? 

Bakunin in "The Anarchist" at the Theatre Upstairs. 

FOOD & ZONK 
rpHESE two plays by John Grillo 
J- are highly entertaining, but 
not of great merit. 

Food is a gastronomic fiasco with 
a middle-aged couple gorging a 
celebration feast. Food for them is 
a substitute for sex, but the entry 
of Walter Dreyfus, the negro in 
search of Sylvie Magnesia, upsets 
the facade. When the blocked 
kidneys of sexual frustrations are 
relieved Doreen (Maev Alexander) 
rediscovers her true appetite. There 
is enough substance in this play 
to fill a short act, but there is too 

much unnecessary fat about North 
Sea Gas and Herr Stew's orgies 
thrown in. 

Much more enjoyable is ZONK. 
Blue is the darling of his mother, 
Dora, (originally played by Chris­
topher Riggins), and the pathetic 
offspring of disciplined Bone. No 
small wonder that the schoolboy 
bullied by Dad, who swears as often 
as most people say "you know," and 
mollicuddled by Mum turns blue in 
the face and green in the heart. 
Dad cannot help him, but Mum 
listens and lets Blue suck her wis­

dom and warmth. This play is a 
vivid description of what Freud 
described as the "Oedipus" com­
plex. (I wondered if Blue would 
have been so mystified about the 
facts of life if he had seen "Grow­
ing Up," but Mum's lessons would 
seem preferable to one hour's hand­
book to the human sex-life.) 

The acting by the same four 
actors is highly competent and the 
production by the Portable Theatre 
Group lively and fast. You laugh 
and grunt at a good evening's 
entertainment. 

ZOO STORY 
I S.E.'s entry to the London University Drama Festival was good. 

Edward Albee's play tells of Terry, a chewing-gummed gaunt 
chap looking for companionship. (This is a literary version of 
David Hockney's pen drawings of loneliness in New York). On 
the park bench he meets Peter, a prim, respectable, middle-aged, 
middle-class family man. Aggressively, Terry draws out the real 
man behind the parrot, two children and suitable wife. He draws 
him to angry play and finally into accidentally murdering him. The 
play is a classic and its reputation maintained in Hilary Chadwick's 
production. 

Jim Wilson is utterly convincing as Terry, for which he won 
the title of best actor. Tom Lee's part as the older man is mor 
difficult, but he passes—just. The only scene which could have 
been cut was the death scene, but with that five minutes shorter I 
would eagerly see the play again. Zoo Story is now on at the 
Cockpit Theatre. 

THE FOURSOME 
E D W A R D  W H I T E H E A D ' S  

first play is for homesick 
Liverpudlians and carefree Lon­
doners. 

Two boys pick up two girls on 
Saturday night and take them to 
the sand dunes on Sunday. The 
intention is to have them and 
to begin with there is a lot of 
show-off and big talk. The girls 
giggle while the boys make the 
running, but they get bored so 
the girls are left to make the 
next approach. It is the usual 
game, hut entertaining, because 
it is so true. 

Radio One and half-gnawed 
oranges are clear signs that the 
day's game is long and hot. 
Sand gets everywhere, in pants, 
lemonade and buries eyelashes. 
The scenes are extremely vivid 
and yet very straightforward. 

The acting by the small cast 
is excellent. You can't fault it. 
They could even be from Liver­
pool for their accent is convinc­
ing. The mannerisms are un­
affected and typical of most 
people in the same situation; 
being invited out for sex by 
someone, who basically is 
frightened of performing. In the 
end both the boys and the two 
girls accuse each other of teas­
ing. 

The scenery, with its high 
mound of sand is very good—a 
simple sand dune, nothing more. 

The play is unpretentious and 
short. The tale is simple and 
straightforward with no deep 
philosophical message. Some 
might criticise it for lacking 
depth, but all it attempts to do 
is represent life as it is; honest 
and fun. 

'"THE Anarchist," Michael Al-
maz's play at the Theatre 

Upstairs, combines a chrono­
logical sequence of historical 
events with theatrical drama. 
He has restrained from elaborat­
ing on the texts of the first and 
second Communist Party Con­
gresses in order to write a play 
which is both informative and 
entertaining. 

"The Anarchist" tells of 
Nechaev, the earnest leader of 
the Anarchist movement in St. 
Petersburg, visiting the hero of 
the movement, Bakunin, in 
exile. Bakunin's reputation for 
active revolution and inspiring 
leadership has wrearied in his 
old age and the genial "Musco­
vite bear" has less stamina and 
fervour than his young visitor. 

Nechaev, dispassionate and in­
tent on success—the revolution, 
—is dismayed at Bakunin's de­
terioration, but he is determined 
to relight the dynamism of the 
movement. In the process he is 
utterly ruthless, prepared to be 
brutal and to kill. The Anarchist 
movement begins to stir again. 
No longer can Nikolai Ogarev, 
the poet and financial supporter 
of Bakunin inspire the members, 
but now his philosophical advice 
is replaced by Nechaev with his 
demand for guns not votes. 

Karl Marx's fundamental dis­
agreement with Bakunin is por­
trayed through their correspond­
ence, invective comments and 
bitter criticism. The constant 
interjection from the two grand 
men gives the play spirit and 
humour. Marx condemns Baku­
nin for his irrationality, lack of 
constructive thought and gen­
eral propagandist approach. 

Bakunin is wary of the Ger­
man Jew and intellectual. From 
his reading room in the British 
Museum, Marx with his beer 

and books sneers at Bakunin, 
sloshed on brandy in an arm­
chair in Geneva. * 

There is a constant inter-play 
of conflicting ideas :—commun­
ism versus anarchy, the Ger­
man against the Russian, the 
man of action contemptuous of 
the man of thought, the bour­
geois awaiting his inheritance 
despised by the working class 
revolutionary. This last conflict 
is skilfuly described in Baku­
nin's relationship with Nechaev, 
proletari t. 

The theatrical entertainment 
is enhanced by the close atmo­
sphere of the small theatre with 
60 people closely grouped 
around a shallow pit. From the 
first the audience is involved. 

The domestic scenes with 
Bakunin's beautiful wife (DebQ; 
rah Norton) are full of pathos. 
They relieve the political in­
tensity, while providing a lively 
distraction which enables us to 
see behind the sculptured heroes. 
This is a play in the round, for 
many facets of the characters 
and the movements they in­
spired are combined into the 
piece. It is a long play ; over 
three hours, but it is never dull. 

The acting is superb. John 
Malcolm's Bakunin, Jeffrey 
Shakley's Nechaev, and Leonard 
Fenton's Ogarev are totally 
convincing and they are well 
supported by other actors. Only 
John Grillo's portrait of Marx 
is ludicrous. He tries too hard 
to counter-balance the central 
figure of Bakunin with silly 
ditties, jigs and wild gestures. 

But Grillo's irritation is un­
warranted, Marx's later suc­
cess was to make the Anarchist 
movement look like whitebait 
by comparison. Meanwhile, he 
can afford to hand the stage 
over to Bakunin. 

A New Communion— 
FOR FREAKS, PROPHETS AND 
WITCHES 

yyrOMEN'S Liberation can be 
dangerous if it develops 

into a power struggle against 
men. It should be searching for 
woman's lost soul—amongst the 
pots and pans of dull household 
routine, in fantastic dreams of 
an ideal which can never be 
achieved, and in submission to 
convention.. 

"A New Communion — for 
Freaks, Prophets and Witches" 
is a statement of this dilemma 
and appeal for help in the 
search for "truth," cast symbol­
ically in the theatrical setting of 
a mental institution. The all-
female cast act out real-life 
roles which appear as complete 
madness. 

There were moments of ob­
scurity in the symbolism, and of 
what can objectively be called 
"bad acting." In contrast, there 
were scenes of beauty, horror 
and humour, with very good 
acting. Jane Arden has had the 
courage to dispense with the 
cliches of direction : the normal 
secrecy of backstage prepara­
tion and preoccupation with 
perfect disguise. It is refresh­
ing to see the breakdown of ex­
cessive demarcation between 
actors and musicians, lighting 
and sound, audience and 
players, adding up to an un­
conventional and exciting whole. 

To understand the play I 
think it is necessary to appre­
ciate the problems of Women's 
Lib., and it is possibly incom­
prehensible to those with no 

sympathy there. 
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Calling all revolutionaries 
T HAVE heard many times the 

intellectual argument that 
since all major changes in his­
tory have been achieved 
through violence, violence is a 
necessity of revolution. A 
favourite example of this argu­
ment is the "Red Revolution" 
and there is a marked number 
of self-styled "revolutionaries" 
now congregating in the univer­
sities, in search of a Winter 
Palace. 

The object of this essay is to 
draw to mind a new precedent, 
and to relate it to the problem 
of apartheid. 

In the "Times" of the 19th 
February, a small insignificant 
article appeared reporting on 
the first hundred days of Dr. 
Allende's government in Chile. 
Dr. Allende, governing by 
Marxist principles, has turned 
the private farmlands over to 
the peasants, and is in the pro­
cess of nationalising the copper 
industry, which is the country's 
main economic resource. 

It is another case of the "op­
pressed" overcoming the "op­
pressors"—but how was it 
achieved ? Dr. Allende waited 
eighteen years to be constitu­
tionally elected as President. 

The result is that he and the 
majority of the population have 
power. Big deal ! Who wants 
to wait nearly 20 years, and still 
have to deal with the establish­
ment ? If the peasants had been 
united, if they had been given 
arms, if they could have found 
an acceptable leader and if they 
could have taken the established 
oppressors by surprise, they 
could have easily gained power 
many years ago. 

If this is what you want to be­
lieve, that's fine—but just sup­
pose revolutionaries with their 
impatient traditionalist and con­
servative methods had led the 
peasants ; suppose violence were 
used. Mutilation for the present 
would become memories divid­
ing the nation in the future. 

Chile has not found paradise, 
and the President may well be 
in dan'ger from the dispossessed 
private-owners. Would you not 
be angry if you had been ex­
ploited ? Yes, Dr. Allende has 
exploited the upper classes by 
using their past achievement for 
the future good of the peasants. 
That's some Revolution. With 
this progress, no Stalin will be 
needed in Chile. 

Revolution can be achieved 
by peace, constitutional meth­
ods and the law of the land. 

With those words, enough to 
choke any "traditionalist" revo­
lutionary, I will turn to the 
promised subject of apartheid. 
In the above edition of the 
"Times," I also read that the 
South African Government "is 
planning to execute the last 
grand stage of putting it (apar­
theid) into practice." 

This stage involves the grant­
ing of limited self government 
to the African Homelands. 
Legislation comes under the 
"Bantu Homelands Constitution 
Bill," and I will mention the few 
facts I know about it:— 
(1) Self government will be 

limited as in the Transkei— 
Independence in the Tran­
skei is limited by South 
African Government control 
of currency, defence and 
foreign policy, telegraph, 
radio, main roads, railways, 
customs and excise. This is 
dependence, and depriva­
tion of financial sources. 

(2) 13.7 per cent of the territory 
will be granted to the 
Africans comprising 73 per 
cent of the total population 
—The figures show that the 
Homelands will be grossly 
over-populated, and be be­
yond the scope of the very 
'  "  ̂  Tl r  Tiiil iVkiSBiiii ' iSi 

Youth holidays in Lebanon 
(3) The territory is largely 

without resources—this re­
moves the chance for the 
Africans to help themselves. 
Without South African Gov­
ernment intervention they 
will starve. 

(4) The Homelands are frag­
mented—an obvious check 
on any uprising, it will give 
the African a child's free­
dom. 

These points highlight the 
latest injustices of the South 
African Government, and show 
us again the narrow minds of its 
members. Yet what can we do 
about it ? 

The argument in favour of 
violence to overthrow the South 
African Government says that 
we have, waited long enough for 
peaceful methods to work. As 
a newcomer to the forum, I 
would ask : "Have you used the 
correct tactics in the past ?" The 
answer would of course be 
"Yes," but nobody would be 
quite sure what those tactics 
were, nor why they failed. 

I suggest that we need a fresh 
start, and instead of being old-
fashioned, let's have Chile as our 
precedent. Since the following 
paragraphs are the more im­
portant part of my essay. I feel 
I should shock you first to alert 
your concentration. 
Apartheid is realistic 
... because it admits a fact of 
life, that different races do not 
like to live together. Varying 
customs breed suspicions, since 
society loves conformity. If I 
wished to stretch a point, I could 
rightly say that we have apar­
theid in Great Britain. The 
West Indians have a Homeland 
in Brixton,- the Pakistanis in 
Bradford and the Australians in 
Earls Court. 

The trouble with apartheid is 
its details, and when we have 
discovered these, we can set 
about doing' something about 
them. People have heard that 
South Africa is a police state, 
but this does not tell us much : 
that "Coloureds" must carry 
identity cards, but then so does 
all immigrant labour even in 
Great Britain. 

I might add that the Euro­
peans were first to populate the 
Cape, and were then joined by 
migrations of Bantu from the 
North offering cheap labour. I 
am not trying to justify apar­
theid, but I am saying that ap­
proaches to the problem have 
been too superficial in the past. 

To find the reason why evil 
arose, is to get half-way towards 
curing that evil. 

Consider first the Unity Move­
ment of South Africa : they seek 
to extend the franchise to the 
whole population. It is sup­
ported by multi-racial academics 
much more aware of the prob­
lems than a guerilla trying to 
shoot straight. 

Then there is the Government 
plan to allow "Coloured" 
workers to fill skilled vacancies 
in the building industry. This 
is what we want. Naturally the 
unions have gone on strike 
about it since the European 
workers can bargain high wages 
for their scarce labour. 
Threaten their pockets and you 
cut these wages, and the shock 
might make at least one sector 
of the white population more 
aware of the inequalities. 
Threaten their pockets and you 
break the dam of protest. 

We can however do nothing 
until we understand. The 
Europeans have been brought 
up—socialised—to look down 
upon an African. Children do 
not choose to do this; they 
merely do not question _ what, 
their parents never cjuestione 
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•^yiTHIN its narrow frontiers 
Lebanon contains a wealth 

of attractions,' both historical 
and contemporary, as well as 
some of the most, spectacular 
scenery in the world. 

The "Youth Centre" in the 
National Council of Tourism in 
Lebanon offers young people of 
all countries in the 18 to 28 age 
group, a wide variety of pro­
grammes for an inexpensive 
holiday; youth centres, camp­
ing sites, genera] and special­
ised tours, work-camps, archaeo­
logical digs and cultural activi­
ties. 

The special student fare, which 
is available for students be­
tween the ages of 16 and 28, for 
travel economy class between 
London and Beirut is £36.25 and 
is applicable between June 1st 
and October 15th. 1971. 

In the archaeological work-
camp, an international group of 
young volunteers, participate in 
various digs conducted by Leb­
anese archaeologists. The dig­
ging is in Qualaat Fakhrat, a site 
rich in Roman and Byzantine 
ruins, at 65 kilometres from 
Beirut and an altitude of 1,200 
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metres. Lodging is under tents 
and the registration fee is £5 
for a two-week session on full 
board accommodation basis. 

Three sessions are available :— 
July 11th-July 24th, 
July 25th - August 7th, 
August 8th - August 21st. 

Vacation workshops are re­
served for young volunteers 
between the ages of 18 and 30. 
They are designed to give par­
ticipants a better chance to 
meet the youth of all countries, 
to be taught a handicraft and 
also to learn something about 
Lebanon and its inhabitants. 
The site is the Convent of Mar 
Challita situated at 35 kilo­
metres from Beirut. The regis­
tration of £8.30 per two-week 
session includes full board ac­
commodation in rooms with two 
to six beds. The dates of the 
three sessions are the same as 
those of the archaeological 
work-camp. 

For those who do not wish 
to participate in any of the 
above programmes, accommoda­
tion in youth hostels in Beirut 
is available for as little as 52p 
per night including breakfast, 
80p per night, half board, and 
£1.10 per night, full board, in 
two-bedded rooms. 

Many tours are also organised 
at very inexpensive prices. One 
can also enjoy water-skiing, 
diving and yachting at very 
reasonable prices. 
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Beaver basketball bounces along 
on  take  a  pee k  a t  i t .  D on ' t  

ge t  t oo  c lo se—you  n ev er  
know i f  i t ' s  d ea d .  G iv e  i t  a  
k i ck  but  move  a w a y  qu i ck l y  be ­
cause  i t  i s  a l i ve  and  f i gh t ing .  
" I t"  i s  t he  L .S .E .  Bas ke t ba l l  
C l u b .  I t ' s  probab ly  the  on l y  
c l ub  i n  the  Un ion  tha t  opera t e s  
a l l  y ear  round .  

Last term we finished very 
impressively, winning three of 
our last four games. We 
trounced a couple of London 
colleges (even Pistol Pete 
Thompson sunk a bucket or 
two). Paul "the Swisher" 
Levine led all the scorers as he 
continued to average above 20 
points a game. The main 
reason for the big score was 
possibly the towering presence 
of Howie "The Broom" Arnett. 
Howie has a tendency to physi­
cally destroy any living crea­
ture foolish enough to get in 
his way. The opposition ob­
viously hadn't heard that 
basketball can be a contact 
sport. So when "The Broom" 
moved in they moved out. 

We then dropped a close one 
to the City of London Poly. 
"The Broom" was injured and 
had to sit out. But Latella (if 
that's the way they do it on 
New York playgrounds, that's 
the way we do it here) was 
playing defence with a bid "D" 
and "The Swisher" otherwise 
known as "Paul the Popper" 
(deadly from outside 20 ft.). 
Also Tricky Dicky alias the 
Coach, moved his ass off the 
bench and actually ran for a 

change. The first half ended 
18—18. 

The second half saw some 
questionable referees making 
some dubious calls. 'Fast 
Marty" Finkler kept the L.S.E. 
close but Poly's ail-American 
players (honest they have a 
few) began to run us down. 
Sheer numbers began to tell as 
they had more than 20 players 
show up while we had to rely 
on only six (no-one else was 
sober). In spite of a last-min-
ute rally we lost by four points. 
It was our best effort of the 
year and we will remember it 
and bribe the referee next time. 

Our final game last term took 
us to a school near Oxford (we 
wouldn't condescend to play 
Oxford, of course). We took a 
tour of the slum area called the 
University (honestly why would 
anyone want to go there when 
he could have Houghton 
Street). With its usual efficiency 
the A.U. got us a bus that broke 
down, (note from the typist: 
"So I'm supposed to be a 
mechanic for coaches now as 
head cook and bottle washer!). 
Well, in spite of that we abso­
lutely clobbered the opposition. 
Our Pension Brigade astounded 
them with 30-foot shots that 
grazed the ceiling and scored ! 

"Giant Jack" Kappel went 
wild as he screamed himself 
hoarse (and accidently scored 
some). Everyone else was also 
in double-figures as we had a 
real problem keeping the score 
down (but not too far down— 
when you got it—flaunt it!) 

-•>-> 1 Will 

1970 -71  L .S .E  B AS KE TBALL TEAM 
Left to right: Standing, Pistol Pete, The Coach, The Broom, 
Latella; kneeling, Persian Brigade, Fast Marty, Jumping Jack, 

The Englishman, Smiling Paul, 2nd half Persian Brigade. 

Afterwards the other team in­
vited us to take a dip in their 
indoor pool (we're no dummies 
—we know who to play). Per­
haps the most impressive event 
of the day was that no-one 
drowned. 

As for this term. As every­
one knows a dedicated B-ball 
man never lets studying and 
exams interfere with the really 
important things in life—-like 
basketball. So, the L.S.E. rolls 
on. We have a few games lined 
up for this term. We challenged 
the Harlem Globetrotters but 
they felt they couldn't handle 

us. Oh well, maybe next year. 

Next year will see the L.S.E. 
Basketball Club in a regular 
league as well as in various 
tournaments. We hope to have 
a regular gym to use (especially 
if the penny-pinching A.U. will 
give us more than a pound to 
support the Club! Typist ex­
plodes again !). It is hoped to 
have an international fixture, 
along with the usual bunch of 
universities' clubs and cripples 
we usually schedule. Who 
knows, we'll maybe play the 
Globetrotters. 

Tricky  D icky  Mul l er .  

ROWING IS 
SWINGING 
"T"HE L.S.E. Boat Club is get­

t ing  organ i sed  for  the  sum< 
mer .  W e  h ave  s evera l  f i r s t - c la s s  
oarsmen  in  the  s choo l  t h i s  ye ar  
and  the  emphas i s  i s  now on  ge t ­
t ing  the  equ ipment ,  the  a tmos ­
phere  and  the  t ra in ing  the y  w i l l  
need  to  w i n .  

We have a new Italian Dono-
ratico sailing boat on order and 
also a new coxless four from 
Shandau., Berlin, on order. This 
is the limit that club funds can 
finance this year, but next year 
we will be budgeting for a 
coxed four from Shandau in Ber­
lin, another Donoratico scull 
and a double scull from Sims. 
This should be enough for the_ 
best rowers in the College to' 
use. 

Training is another problem. 
This year we shall have to go 
outside the L.S.E. for serious 
coaching, but for next year we 
hope to send some people on 
coaching classes organised by 
the A.R.A. At present we are 
hoping to work in conjunction 
with Kingston Rowing Club for 
training and facilities. 

This summer the L.S.E. flag 
probably in conjunction with 
Kingston will be flown at a large 
number of good regattas. We 
plan to go to Hereford and Mon­
mouth for the Spring Bank Holi­
day and then to Walton, Ostend, 
Reading, The Henley Royal, 
Lucerne, and Amsterdam, Glou­
cester and Ross. 

BAILS TO EVERYONE 
\ &/ H A T ' S  happened  t o  our  

Cr i c ke t  C lub?  The i r  re ­
cord  th i s  s eason  i s  p layed  2 ,  l o s t  
2 .  Rumour  has  i t  tha t  they  
even  turned  ou t  a  f u l l  t ea m  
yes t erday .  Where  have  a l l  the  
supposed  cr i cke ter s  f rom Yo rk ­
sh i re  and  Lancash i re  gone  ?  
From one  o f  th e  mos t  succes s fu l  
c lubs  l a s t  s ea so n  t hey  have  be ­
come  a lmos t  no n- s ta r t er s .  Any­
one  who  has  w ie lded  a  b a t  or  
t o s s ed  some  ba l l s ,  o r  even  
to s s e d  a  ba t  and  w ie lded  some  
ba l l s  shou ld  come  a long .  

Yesterday v/e lost to Nor­
thern Poly by 100 runs. L.S.E. 
was all out for 35 runs. A 
couple of our boys were given 
out while attempting to slash 
outside their off stumps, 
(they've been warned about it 
on a number of occasions in­

cluding on the top board of 
U.L.U. pool). After the game 
there was the customary p - - s-
up, this time in the Tufnell 
Park Tavern. We lost one of 
our star players who was last 
seen draped over the bar. 

To get back to the lighter side 
of the game, we are desperately 
short of players. Our American 
friends are again exerting their 
influence. Steve Baumgartner 
has made the transition from 
his successful first season with 
the Rugby Club to being one of 
the most reliable close-fielders 
in the Club. If Steve can play 
cricket any American can play 
cricket. Come on and show us 
what you can do !!! What we 
really need is a fast bowler of 
the standard of Diarrhoea Dick 
of the Yellowstone Trail. 

Mountaineering Club 
SUMMARY of the year 
shows the club to have 

been very active—a group at 
Christmas followed up a report 
in "Mountain" in the S.E. 
coastal range of Spain and a 
small party intends to tackle the 
largely unclimbed routes of the 
Lafoten Islands this summer. 

Throughout the year frequent 
meets have been held in dif­
ferent areas of the country; 
North and South Wales, a week 
in Cornwall, the Avon Gorge, 
the Lake District, Derbyshire 

and one is planned for the Isle 
of Skye. 

The standard of climbing has 
been high, particularly among 
new members. It is hoped that 
at the beginning of next term 
anyone with an interest in 
climbing or mountaineering 
generally will join. 

The proposal that the A.U. 
buys a van has been made for 
years but it is hoped that this 
year something will be done. 
The smaller clubs need this 
facility. Finally we would like 
to thank the officials for the year 
who retired at the A.G.M. 

Conservative Society 

WINSTON CHURCHILL, M P. 

will speak on TUESDAY, 25th MAY at 1 p.m. 
In ROOM S 421 on 

"BRJTA5N & THE COMMON MARKET" 
V — = MRETING 1 

The novice and junior crews 
will also be at many of these 
regattas. We have almost 
enough talent — and certainly 
the equipment—to keep both a 
novice and junior crew on the 
water all summer. The present 
novice crew is quite competitive 
and hopes to be racing in junior 
races before long. Fortunately 
we have good training equip­
ment for our juniors. 

Club atmosphere is really the 
centre of the team sports events. 
This is especially true for the 
novices and the juniors, who we 
expect will want to row for the 
excitement, the regattas and the 
fellowship. 

This summer we want to work 
hard and enjoy ourselves. We 
want more people—men, women 
and in-betweens—to come and 
help. 

L.S.E. seems to generate large 
numbers of Old Blades, some of 
international standards. If you 
are an Old Blade, or want to be 
one, put your name on the Boat 
Club noticeboard in the St, 
Clements Building or get in 
touch with one of the Commit­
tee. 

E. OPEN 
DAY 

L S E OPEN DAY this year 
is on June 12th (Saturday), 

There will be sports events: 

Mixed rugby 

Six-a-side soccer 

Cricket, etc. 

In the evening there  is disc® 
and Bar-B-Q. 

Transpor t  i s  f ree  f rom LSE,  

LADIES' TENNIS 
J F there are any women who 

want to play tennis this 
term—there is no Ladies' Ten­
nis Club ! 

should come along to the A.U. 
office and see one of the Execu­
tive who can give them any 
help necessary. 

The facilities at Malder are 
excellent—grass courts, showers 
and changing-rooms are avail­
able. Make use of these facili­
ties—it may be all you ever get 
out of the school! 

This is a bad state of affairs, 
girls—the men have a very 
good team—I'm sure that we are 
quite as capable as the men. If 
anyone is interested in starting 
a club for Ladies' Tennis, they 
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Absolutely 
JTIERE have always been com­

plaints about the way the 
L.S.E. Union is run. Plenty of 
undemocratic actions have taken 
place in the past but never to 
the same extent as has hap­
pened in the past year. I don't 
believe it's getting any better 
either but we know that last 
year's V.P.s can tell similar 
stories. These concern two petty 
dictators—Price and Tuckett. 

The facts related here come 
from those connected with the 
bar. 

I don't think I need say much 
about Price except that he still 
seems to think he's President, 
or pretends to act that way. It 
was his continuing illegal inter-
Terence in the running of the 
bar that caused the resignation 
of the bar-steward, Ben. Not 
many people would have stood 
up to as much aggravation for as 
long as Ben did. but' it got too 
much even for him. Thus we 
lost the best steward that the 
Three Tuns has had in the five 
years I've known it. It would 
be possible to list all the inci­
dents but it would need another 
thousand words to do so. 

I think the danger from the 
Price dynasty is probably over 
—a greater danger comes from 
the protege, Tuckett. He seems 
to be following in the same 
footsteps, with a complete dis­
regard for the decisions of the 
Union. He has been censured 
twice (or is it three times?), 
has been refused ratification as 
Senior Treasurer but carries on 
regardless. 

He doesn't turn up to Union 
meetings nor did he turn up 
to the last three Bar Manage­
ment Committee meetings. 

He appears to regard the 
BMC as a minor nuisance to 

be avoided at all costs. If they 
make a decision on a matter his 
attitude is that they have no 
authority as it is a '"financial 
matter" and thus the Finance 
Office's responsibility. 

A recent example of this was 
the appointment of the new bar-
steward. A sub-committee had 
been appointed for this purpose, 
but when interviews were held, 
four members oc the sub-com-
mittee were absent. These were 
Trevor Jones (Deputy President, 
to whom the bar-stewaid is 
directly responsible), Ian Cam-
lett, George Collins and I can't 
speak for Trevor and Ian but 
George and Chris tell me that 
neither of them were in­
formed of any meetings even 
though they were both around 
at the time. 

The Senior Treasurer also 
attempts to use the Honorary 
Treasurer against the commit­
tee. The BMC has always had 
a few members on it who work 
in the bar. This helps give the 
staff viewpoint. However, the 
Hon. Treasurer has recently said 
that no member of the BMC 
should work in the bar—work­
ers and management shouldn't 
mix—don't we all agree ? 

One assumes he gave this ad­
vice on the prompting of the Fin­
ance Office and Sen. Treasurer. 
Why and how else would he 
know this happened ? The BMC 
asked the Hon. Treasurer to 
reconsider but he wouldn't. 
Tuckett then told the steward 
not to employ BMC members in 
the bar. 

Did he first bring it back to 
the BMC ? Of course not. As 
I've told you before, he hasn't 
been to the last three meeting. 
Also since then, we've checked 

our constitutions and disco­
vered :— 

Section IV Union Council: 
Subjection 5: The Honorary 
Treasurer shall be appointed 
by invitation by Union Coun­
cil, subject to Union approval. 
. . . Council is bound to ac­
cept his advice on all matters 
concerning the financial por-
cedure  of  the  Union .  Fin an ­
c ia l  procedure  i n  th i s  con tex t  
sha l l  mean  a l l  mat t er s  s pe c i ­
f i ca l l y  r e la t ing  t o  the  book­
keep ing  o f  th e  Un i on  and  t he  
ho id ing  and  bank ing  o f  ca sh  
i n  hand  be long ing  to  th e  
Un ion ,  

No wonder Tuckett didn't 
bring it back to the committee ! 
Though he'd probably claim that 
employing staff is a "banking 
procedure" or some such. 

His latest exercise of heavy-
handedness has been the sack­
ing of Perla, the barmaid. He 
wrote to her two days before 
she was due back at work after 
Easter, telling her that her ser­
vices were "no longer required." 
Both Price and Tuckett seem 
to love playing games with 
other people's livelihoods! 

His efficiency is also in doubt 
at the moment. During the 
Easter vacation, our temporary 
steward, Tim collected the £50 
till float from Tuckett but dis­
covered it was £9 short! This 
was a very serious error—if Tim 
had not checked, he would have 
been that much short at the 
end of the week and he'd have 
been responsible for it. And 
no doubt he'd now be out of 
a job. Tuckett is always claim­
ing he is ultimately responsible 
for finances—isn't it about time 
he accepted responsibility in 

D P. SEES DOUBLE 
Miracle attendance at Union Meeting 

JJNION'S chickens have come 
home to roost with a ven­

geance. The first, and quite 
conceivably last, Union Meeting 
of the summer term on Friday, 
April 30th made it quite clear 
that the sins of the fathers, in 
the guise of the chaotic personal 
rivalries that have troubled us 
over the past year, are being 
visited on the sons in a big way. 
The extremists, who had a field 
day once again, were left cele­
brating a Pyrhic victory and a 
precedent which may yet come 
back to haunt them in the 
future. 

But what of L.S.E.'s emergent 
whiz-kid, Ian Camlett, who 
walked home to victory in last 
term's presidential elections 
and started off his term of office 
so flamboyantly with press con­
ferences, radio spots and as­
sorted tub - thumping ? Mr. 
Camlett, it would seem, has 
found the trappings of office 
more to his taste than its bur­
dens, and handed over his duties 
to the Deputy President, Mr. 
Trevor Jones. 

Let us ponder the' case of a 
President, duly elected by 
Union in order that he may 
carry out certain obligations, 
effectively resigning these in 
favour of an officer elected for 
(it is assumed) entirely different 
purposes. 

Of course, this is where the 
s i n s  o f  t h e  f a t h e r s  c o m e  i n ;  
nobody could say Mr. Camlett 
failed to give us adequate warn­
ing of his intentions, or ever let 
it be understood that he was 
actually going to do something 
in order to justify his election. 
And so, in Mr. Camlett's ab­
sence, the Friday Union Meeting 
was chaired by Mr. Jones. 

There was little of importance 
on the agenda, so less than 
seventy people bothered to turn 
up. Shortly after the official 
announcements, the quorum was 
challenged. Mr. Jones looked 
around and declared that there 
was indeed a quorum present. 
No official count was taken, but 
BEAVER'S estimate, supported 
by numerous eyewitnesses, is 
tha t  be tween  f i f t y  and  s i x ty  
people were in fact present at 
that point. 

Nick Spurier immediately ob­
jected, but his objection was 
merely "noted and dismissed." 
The reason for this piece of 
sleight-of-hand became apparent 
when the next item on the 
agenda was brought up: this was 
the ratification of Council's ap­
pointment of Michael Tuckett to 
the post of Senior Treasurer. 

Upon Bazlinton's objection to 
the ratification, a rapid vote was 
taken, and to nobody's surprise, 
the appointment was not rati­
fied. Strangely enough, when 

the quorum was challenged a 
few minutes later, Mr. Jones im­
mediately accepted that there 
were less than 150 people 
present and brought the meet­
ing to a close. 

Are we to deduce from this 
that Mr. Jones is incapable of 
counting, or that he is suffering 
from double vision ? Or, as 
seems more likely, that our so-
called President has saddled 
Union with a political figure 
quite prepared to perpetuate 
and even improve upon the un­
savoury practices of past Union 
Councils ? 

In any case, Spurier put in a 
complaint to the Constitutional 
Committee. After a certain 
amount of discussion, it was dis­
covered that they had no choice 
but to reject the complaint, 
since according to the letter of 
the constitution, it is up to the 
chairman of a meeting to decide 
whether or not it is quorate, 
and the constitution, rather 
n a i v e l y ,  p r e  -  s u p p o s e s  t h e  
honesty and goodwill of the 
chairman 

•In view of the foregoing, it is 
probably time for this Union to 
acquire a new constitution and/ 
or new officers, before the 
Deputy President starts seeing 
little pink elephants in the Old 
Theatre. . . . 

JOHN STATHATOS 

4 ON \  

. . This film shows a young lady masturbating . . . ahem 
. pardon ! . . . the Royal Tour . . . now in its fourth week. 

this case and got out ? power corrupts absolutely." 
Let us end by quoting Lord Price and Tuckett have moved 

Acton :— the Union nearer the "absolute" 
"'Power corrupts but absolute bit. 

THE G.S.A. GOES 
A-PIMPING 

^RDENT and retentive read­
ers of "Beaver" will recall 

that certain rumbles have been 
heard throughout the session 
with respect to the formation of 
a Graduate Students' Associa­
tion (GSA). 

On Thursday, May 6th, yet 
another meeting was held to 
discuss the present position and 
future prospects for a GSA. The 
situation now is that there is a 
GSA constitution. However, a 
mere form of words needs an 
infusion of life from an active 
membership, and since in a 
place like LSE legality must 
needs find satisfaction, the GSA 
went a -pimping this week for 
a democratic vote. 

HOLY MATRIMONY 
PROPOSED 

The recent meeting was pre­
sented with an "association 
agreement": namely, what is 
proposed is an "association" (a 
remarkably descreet term) be­
tween GSA and the Union 
roughly to the effect that each 
is independent of the other, but 
keeps a weather-eye on the 
other's interests in the forma­
tion of its policies. Clearly, this 
is a marriage of convenience de­
signed to satisfy the moral law 
as interpreted by the govern­
ing body: the GSA given its 
errant past clearly requires thg 
strictness of wedlock to keep it 
on the fight path. 

The meeting of the 6th May, 
chaired by Bertie Ramcharan, 
was characterised by the sad 
fervour of an apostolic conven­
tion, for there were but twelve 
present. This overwhelming 
smallness of response led to the 
decision to go a-pimping: the 
faithful had to be canvassed on 
the streets, it was apparent, 
since the association agreement 
required ratification by a quor­

um of at least 50 members of 
the GSA. 

SOLICITING IN  THE 
FOYER 

It was decided to set up a 
stall in the entrance of the Old 
Building, with a suitably im­
pelling poster telling graduates 
about the benefits which would 
be theirs were the GSA to stand 
on its feet. This stall was 
manned during the lunch-hours 
of 10-12 May, and every gradu­
ate who could be prevailed upon 
was given a copy of the associa­
tion agreement to read, and a 
ballot-paper asking the question 
"Are you in favour of the pro­
posed agreement with the Stu­
dents' Union as circulated ?" 

Whether it was the charms of 
the constitution-sellers or the 
befuddling heat of the day 
which influenced people is hard 
to say; at any rate, a high re­
sponse was achieved: of 111 
votes cast, 107 were for and 4 
against, association. 

THE H A PPY  COUPLE?  
Matters are not yet resolved. 

The association agreement has 
yet to be agreed upon by the 
Union Council, and to be pre­
sented to a general meeting in 
the next fortnight or so. It is 
reliably reported that there are 
vague mutterings about the un­
satisfactory nature of the GSA 
constitution (a more innocuous 
one was ne'er conceived of) and 
perhaps the happy couple will 
yet be ripped asunder. It is to 
be hoped not. After all the fes­
tering and faltering of this year, 
it would be a pity if the GSA 
were to stumble on the brink of 
success; the least we can do 
this year is to make sure that 
next year's happy bunch of 
graduates will benefit from the 
work done so far. 

PH IL SCHLESINGER.  


