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Exec, clash over staff pay 
LAST Wednesday's Executive Meeting ended 
inquorate when four members walked out. What 
prompted this extreme measure was a motion 
which proposed that Union staff should not be 
paid their half-yearly increase. 

The motion was proposed by Dick Sales and 
Peter Timmins on account of the Government's 
pay policy which puts a limit of one rise per 
year of £6 per week. The staff have received 
an increase of 35.5 per cent, which amounts to 
more than £6 in every case. Given 10 per cent 
inflation the cost of the increase would be £1,281 
per anhtim—the per capita grant for over one 
hundred students. 

Such a proposal has been strongly opposed 
by Andy Milner, of. the International Socialists 
and the Broad Left members at the last three 
Executive meetings on the grounds that they 
reject the Government policy and that Exec, 
should stand by the contracts it signed with the 
staff. However, they also believe that the 
motion essentially represents a reversal of pre

vious policy and so should be put to the Union 
floor at a Union General Meeting.. Tessa Marcus 
affirmed that decisions about staff should con
cern the mass of students and not just a few 
members of the Executive. 

This was the primary reason for the walk
out fey Andy Milner, Jan Schling, Tessa Marcus 
and Simon Beresford because the latter pro
posed a procedural motion to refer the matter 
to the Union floor. When this was defeated by 
seven voles to four, the defeated members 
walked out. As he left, Andy Midner pointed out 
that the meeting was now inquorate. Under 
these circumstances it was impossible to con
tinue the discussion, so the meeting had to be 
adjourned. 

Mungo Deans commented afterwards : "This 
walkout by the Broad Left typifies their hypo
critical attitude towards democracy—they are 
only prepared to support it when it suits them! 
By walking out of the meeting and rendering it 
inquorate they deliberately prevented the com
mittee from taking the decisions it was elected 
to take." 

BEAVER was iater given the staff viewpoint by two members of 
the Union Staff: 

"According to staff and last 
year's executive, the staff have 
not received the increment for 
inflation covering the period 
August 1975 to January 1976. 
The attempts to deny the staff 
their increment have been 
clouded in the following ways : 

(a) Ey claiming that the staff 
have in fact received this incre
ment by showing that the staff's 
W iges were increased beyond 
last year's rate of inflation. The 
staff s reply is that the increase 
was an "inducement" rise which 
brought their wages to a level 
comparable to other places. 

(b) Ey claiming that the Gov
ernment £6 limit is in question. 
The staff reply that this is in
correct, and is only true if one 
wrongly assumes that the incre
ment was already received in 
August 1975 and therefore no 
other is forthcoming. The rise 
itself will not be more than £6 

per week. 
(c) By claiming that the Union 

Executive and Finance Commit
tee should settle the matter .in
dependent of a Union General 
Meeting. The staff reply that 
this is not an Executive matter 
of implementation — rather an 
attempt to reverse policy -made 
by Union and the previous Exe
cutive. 

Apart from this jssue, there 
are many pressing problems fac
ing the business staff, such, as 
long hours, no lunch times and 
the lack of interested Executive 
support. 

The staff hope that in bringing 
these matters to the wider atten
tion of the student population 
they will open the doors for fur
ther communication and t they 
would like to conclude by reiter
ating the obvious that they en
joy their jobs but that this 
should not be a cause for exploi
tation." 

STRIKE! 
votes: 31-28 
The meeting attended by nearly-half the resi

dents, heard the motion to move to a rent strike 
proposed and seconded by John Kelly and Simon 
Crabtree respectively. It was argued that the 
inter-halls negotiating committee—comprising 
representatives from Rose berry, Carr Saunders, 
Passfield, and the Maple and Fitzroy St. Flats— 
had probably got as much from, the School as 
it could reasonably hope for. 

Specific gains made were that items of ex
penditure such as staff training and advertising 
had been transferred to the School accounts. 
These savings coupled with downward revisions 
of wage costs in'the light of government policy, 
brought reductions averaging £27 per student 
per annum for hall rooms and 70p per week 
for the flats. Savings "on wage costs, however, 
will not come into effect until next term. 

Further proposals had also been raised, in
cluding increased centralisation of purchasing 
and structural alterations to the hails, but the 
short-term effects of these measures are likely 
to be marginal. 

The fact remains that the vast majority of 

students in LSE fiats and halls are paying be
tween 31 per cent and 40 per cent more for their 
accommodation as compared to last year, al
though grant increases for UK students aver
aged only 22 per cent. In money terms, while 
grants went up by £150 per annum, most stu
dents are paying almost an extra £120 for their 
rooms and with heavy increases in the costs of 
travel, heating, .books, etc., the net gain for 
many students is marginal, if it exists at ail. 

It is in order to protest at this situation that 
Passfield has chosen to go on rent strike. Move 
importantly, it was felt that when the NUS com
mences negotiations with the DES for next 
year's grants its bargaining position would be 
somewhat weakened by the fact that students 
were prepared to swallow 30 per cent plus rent 
increases without protest. 

However, it must be asked how effective the 
rent strike will actually be since only a 'mail 
majority of three carried the motion at a meet
ing which only had a 50 per cent attendance. 
Furthermore the solidarity of the strike has 
already been undermined because a third of 
the students from Passfield have already paid 
their rents. 

JOHN ' KELLY. 

NEWSPAPER of the LSE STUDENTS' UNtOM 

RENT 
Passfield 

M The Hall meeting on the evening of 10th November, Passfield 
residents voted to go on immediate rent strike. This vote was in 
protest against the extraordinary level of rent increases over dhe 
summer. 

No. NOVEMBER f8th, f975 
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LETTERS 
Freedom in 
abortion ? 

Ideas 1 more snides? 

DEAR EDITOR,—In the last issue 
of "Beaver" Peter Urbach asked 
Whether the freedom for women to 
participate fully in society is the 
sole basis of the.campaign for free 
abortion on demand on the NUS. 
If this is so, he argues, then by the 
same criterion we should be in 
favour of women and, he later as
serts, of anyone killing any person 
they feel presents a barrier to their 
social involvement. 

I do not feel that it matters for 
the purposes of his argument that 
this is iii*Tact not the sole basis of 
the demand. More importantly it 
cannot provide the sole basis for his 
argument and to draw his conclu
sion he must introduce additional 
assumptions which cannot be sub
stantiated. 

Firstly when Peter argues from 
abortion to grannie-killing, he as
sumes that the objects of the two 
acts can be identified and has there
fore to introduce the implicit defi
nition of human life. As there exist 
no scientific criteria which can de
marcate the point at which a foetal 
tissue becomes a human being, any 
opinion on this matter remains a 
moral and metaphysical assertion. 

Those who demand that a woman 
should have the right to choose 
whether to continue or terminate 
a pregnancy appreciate this point 
and allow an individual to act ac

cording to her own beliefs. How
ever, we do deny anyone the right 
to impose their beliefs on others— 
as Peter attempts to do when he 
conflates abortion and murder. 

Secondly he assumes that incon
tinent grannies have to be looked 
after by women, and that their exist
ence is necessarily irreconcilable 
with the social freedom of another 
individual. We would argue that 
adequate state provision and social 
care can take the burden of domes
tic responsibility from the women 
who are at present forced to carry 
it, and that social responsibility for 
children, the elderly, etc., would 
benefit everyone involved—this is . 
why we fight for 24-hour nurseries, 
an adequate health service, against 
cuts in social services etc. How
ever, there is, as yet, no social sub
stitute for pregnancy. So we main
tain that a woman must have the 
right to control her own body by 
having abortion readily available if 
that is what she' chooses. 

If Peter wants to argue against 
the democratic right of an indivi
dual not to be "done away with" 
then I am sure that the pages of 
"Beaver'' are open to him. But he 
will have to come up with his own 
arguments and not borrow and dis
tort those of the people who argue: 
"Free abortion on demand — a 
woman's right to choose". 

WENDY FORREST 

Crossword 

ts n 

ACROSS 
1. Clement's grandpapa's Greek ob

session. (7. 7). 
2. Flavouring potential. (10). 
3. Wipe your feet to retain the gloss. 

(3). 
4. Sent quietly to the slaughter. (4). 
5. It's in confusion. (3). 
6. And your jeans too. (2). 
7. Uncle Tom Cobbley, etc. (2). 
8. He started it all. (5). 
9. Emerging new political force in 

LSE asks Richard? (4). 
10. Pixies cars. (4). 
11. I. as the object. (2). 
12. Arnold Wesker play. (5). 
13. Direct female object from France. 

( 2 ) .  
14.* Nuts to the three LSE drunkards. 

(4). 
15. Will you make one? (4). 
16. Destruction workers ushered into 

hammer down Lee's mansion? (5). 
17. A neo singular (3). 

DOWN 
18. Ma's replaying it again. (3). 

' 19. Lost in the wood. (3). 
20. Jan's personal column. (9). 
21. Thanks. (2). 
22. Sounds like a heavy metal airship 

(3). 
23. Is mother to be first person singu

lar? (2). 
24. JS's Candy floss. (4). 
25. Toter's favourite animal? (5). 
26. You lose if this is the centre of 

the London night life. (3). 
27. Snob handles.' (4). 
28. Pawned through advertisement. 

(3). 
29. Explosion. (5). 
30. This animal could mar the occa

sion. (3). 
31. French female composed of two 

definite articles. (4). 
32. Hardy's friend is hedging his bets. 

( 6 ) .  
33. Ministry of Food. (3). 
34. Big rabbit or big pair. (2). 
35. S.U.'s sex. (6). " 

PAUL BROWN". 

DEAR EDITOR,—The article in the 
last edition of "Beaver" (Nov. 4th) 
by Paul Cockerell and John Cruse, 
entitled "Immoderate Moderacy", 
criticised both the lack of leader
ship by the present SU Executive, 
but more particularly the "Inde
pendent" majority for failing to 
drag students into union meetings. 
Whilst the criticisms about publicity 
for meetings, and the lack of writ
ten information for freshers -con
cerning the union may to some ex
tent be true, I believe that these 
two problems are very minor com
pared to the essential problems fac
ing this and other student unions. 

It is my feeling that student 
politics in general have been con
ducted at a level apart from the 
'average student, and that any at
tempt to bring student politics 
nearer to the "average" student 
will take some time. I do not wish 
to take the right away from those 
politically - motivated students of 
the Left to speak their mind at 
Union meetings, but what I do 
criticise are (a) those from the 
Left who object to valid calls of 
"quorum" (when 150 are not 
present at a meeting and '(b) those 
who term themselves "moderate", 
but fail ever to place their motions 
before the Union. In the first case, 
I cite the chairman, who recently 
denegrated a call of "quorum" be
cause he presumably felt business 
was urgent. What he, and other 
members of the Union must recog
nise is that the constitutional pro
vision is there to stop an un
representative minority from pass
ing policies. Secondly, moderates, 
not only fail to speak out in meet
ings, but also fail to even attend 
meetings! They cannot then com
plain when student activists com
mit their unions all over the 
country to policies which the 
"moderates" clearly disagree with, 
as, for example, with the NUS con
ference motion against the EEC. 

In conclusion, my clarion call to 
LSE students to some extent echoes 
that of Mr Cockerell and Mr Cruse. 
I too want to see more students 
participating in the Union, and I 
want those students to be unafraid 
to alter the very structure and 
nature of the union. 

The Union needs new ideas, 
YOUR IDEAS! 

Yours, 
DAVID ROBERTSON 

THE idiotic attack on me in the 
last "Beaver" Snidelines—headed in 
true anti-Semetic fashion "Schnide-
lines"—has revealed once more the 
arrogant scorn "<some people feel to
wards overseas students. That the 
anonymous scribbler has attacked 
me personally is not my concern-
but that he scorns 45 per cent of 
LSE students who have not the 
"good fortune" to be English is a 
different matter. 

To find anti-Semetic overtones 
such as those in "Schnidelines" one 
could read any publication of 
Oswald Mosley's movement, or of 
the National Front. One would 
hope that such a primitive level 
would be impossible to achieve at 
LSE. 

To judge people by their accents 
(in a language riddled- with class 
distinctions) is typical of all atti
tudes of racial or national superio
rity. In this sense the attack is not 
on me alone, but on all overseas 
students. In their arrogant upper-
class manner the authors of Snide
lines seem to assume the role of 
Union arbiters. No matter that 

. nearly all the targets are opposed 
to this policy—various supporters of 
apartheid and similar elitist notions 
will always take care of that. 

At a time when LSE Students' 
Union is trying to improve its work 
with overseas students and inte
grate them into union life, this 
attitude on the part of "Beaver" is 
disquieting. It is no accident that 
voices are heard trying to persuade 
overseas students that Union policy 

DEAR EDITOR,—Your anonymous 
contributor of Snidelines has be
come so stridently opposed to any
thing related to the LSE Union, 
and so neanderthal in his/her sexist 
and racist smears on individuals, 
that it's high time the future of 
this column was discussed. Just 
look at the last issue of "Beaver": 
Jan Sling gets an anti-Semetic 
wallop; A1 Stewart and A1 Cce are 
treated to a vile form of sexist 
ridicule, while sexual innuendo is 
also the weapon deployed against 
John Carr and Dahrendorf. Finally 
Ken Spencer is branded, without 
any factual support whatsoever, as 
a "broad left hack of the first 
order". 

Is this the fearless wit and out
spoken exposure that has always 
been the hallmark of good student 

is designed to "dictate their policy 
towards their own countries"; ap
parently "Beaver" is attempting to 
reinforce this "democratic" appeal. 

It is well known that overseas 
students face special problems. They 
are often harassed by officialdom, 
not to mention the difficulty of in
tegrating into college life. "Beaver" 
should surely help, not hinder thetu 
in this. The paper should really 
reconsider its present editorial 
policy—after all, it is a Union pub
lication—and should at least sup
port the decisions of the UGM. 

Anybody who attempts to use at
tacks on overseas students for his 
own political ends must realise that 
his efforts might destroy the Union 
(and the author or authors of 
Snidelines should bear this in 
mind). Since a few piss-artists tried 
to destroy the UGM on October 
31st, people may well prefer to 
ignore these meetings in future, 
and the Snidelines scribblers might 
contribute to the growing apathy 
among significant sections of the 
student population. 

It would be advisable in future 
to have all contributions to "Beaver" 
signed. If the author of the last 
Snidelines is shy about disclosing 
his name, well and good, but the 
Editorial Board should realise that 
the space cannot just be used for 
snides. 

JAN SCHLING, 
Member of Exec 
responsible for 
Overseas Students 

journalism? Of course it isn't; it's 
drivel, and an insult to the student 
body of the LSE. Get yourself a 
n e w  c o l u m n i s t ,  o r  d r o p  S n i d e l i n e *  
altogether! 

And in case your contributor feels 
like making the obvious riposte that 
we "Stalinists" have no cause to 
complain of smears and innuendo, 
let us make it quite clear that we 
are 100 per cent opposed to Stalin
ism and Stalinist journalistic prac
tices. We support fair comment iu 
a free press. But there must be 
some common ground between 
readers and writers, and surely for 
students at the LSE in 1975, that 
common ground is support for the 
Union, and opposition to all reac
tionary ideologies, like sexism, rac
ism, or anything else. 

LSE Communist Society 

CHEAP 'N TASTY 
G O T  a n y  m o r e  u n a p p e t i s i n g  l e f t 
o v e r s ?  T h i s  w e e k ,  j u s t  i n  t i m e  f o r  
t h e  c o l d  w e a t h e r ,  " B e a v e r ' s "  e x p e r t  
g o e s  I n d i a n  .  .  .  

SWEET CURRY 
1 tablespoon of flour 
21g teaspoon fat/oil 
i pint water 
curry powder (to taste) 
1 onion 
1 garlic 
1 teaspoon hot pepper 
ginger 
any fruit (even grapefruit) 
1 tablespoon sugar (or marmalade) 
any leftover meat from sausage, 

bacon, liver to beefburgers or 
chicken; and any veg including 
baked beans. 

FOR VEGETARIANS—put extra 
veg in or pour over hard-boiled 
eggs. 

For bitter curry, leave out fruit, 
sugar and ginger and add a dash 
of soya sauce. 

METHOD 
1. Heat fat in a pan and fry 

onions, garlic and meat (if un
cooked, otherwise add later). 

2. Mix in flour to a stiff paste. 
3. Slowly add water and keep 

stirring until it has heated enough 
to thicken. 

4. Bung in spices, fruit, -veg and 
cooked meat. 

5. Service with rice (one handful 
per person in two cups of water per 
person and 1 teaspoon salt, plus a 
little lemon juice to keep it white). 

CHEATS CURRY 
1 tin of baked beans 
curry powder (to taste) 
leftovers (meat, fruit, veg) 
sugar (for sweet curry) 

METHOD 
Just heat them all together in a 

frying-pan! 

USEFUL HINTS 
If sauces are too thin, add flour 

(by the tablespoon); if too thick 
add water (by the cupful). 

Always ensure that meat is cooked 
by cutting it into small pieces. 

Taste sauces as you go along— 
not just at the end when you dis
cover you don't like it! 

How to peel a tomato. Drop it 
into boiling water until skin bursts, 
then fish it out with a fork and 
pull skin off. Alternatively stick 
tomato on the end of a fork a'nji 
hold quickly in a gas flame, so that 
the skin bursts. 

Save money on cooking fat'"by 
grilling bacon, sausages, chops, etc. 
and store the fat that drips off. 
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Penelope's Problem Page 
DEAR PENELOPE,—I am a 
new student here and have de
veloped a tremendous crush on 
one certain GENERAL SEC
RETARY of the Union. I am 
longing to talk to him but he is 
always so busy with his politi
cal activities. I don't know any
thing about politics but I have 
long blonde hair and blue eyes 
and am considered to be attrac
tive. Please help me because 
all I have succeeded in doing so 
far is gaining the close atten
tions of some ex-union hack 
(i.e. Academic Affairs Officer). 
He never leaves me alone for 
a minute but he has one advan
tage, he is a close friend of the 
General Secretary. Is this a 
good way of achieving my im
possible dream ? 

WORRIED BLUE EYES 

DEAR WORRIED BLUE EYES,— 

Yes. 

DEAR PENELOPE,—I am from 
North America and love horses. 
Although I haven't found many 
horses, here I have met many lovely 
British chicks (sorry — do you use 
that word over here?). Because of 
many happy liaisons I have only-
managed to attend two classes and 
.one of them turned out to be a 

Porters' Union Meeting. (I was 
elected Branch Secretary). Am I 
likely to be expelled? 

RUGGED "WE ALWAYS 
GET OUR WOMEN" 
MOUNTIE 

DEAR RUG,—I really feel for you. 
Do pop into the "Beaver" office 
when the bar closes on Friday and 
we can get together over this prob
lem. I have had a word with your 
class teachers and they agree with 

me! 

DEAR PENELOPE.—I have a per
sonal problem which is due to the 
fact that I achieve orgasm rather 
prematurely. In fact last Wednes
day I was on the bus going to see 
my regular girl-friend when we 
happened to go over a rather nasty 
bump in the road. "Hold tight" 
shouted the conductor. Well you 
can guess what happened! Please 
help me and give me the name of 
a discreet dry-cleaners. 

ANON. 
(P.S.: Do not print my name) 

DEAR ANON,—This is a problem 
which many young men have and 
it is one' which normally rights 
itself in time. It sounds as if you 
are too eager to plunge into the 
actual sex act and I would advise 
you to concentrate more on giving 

your undivided attention to your 
girl-friend's pleasure. Above all do 
not worry as this will only serve 
to aggravate the problem. 

DEAR PENELOPE,—I" am or
ganising all- on my own (well 
there are a few other people — 
sometimes — but not really) a 
rag (sorry) festival week at the 
L.S.E. And it's going to be 
great, really terrific. IT'S ALL 
GOING WRONG ! No it's not, 
it's going to be O.K. Ignore this 
letter. 

JOHN SMITH, NO DAVID 
JONES, NO ERIKSON 

DEAR ORGANISER—We all 
think you are doing a great 
(well quite good) job, no a 
really good effort. Honest. Well 
you are doing your best, well 
almost your best — no really 
it's going to be great. 

DEAR PENELOPE—My prob
lem is that I have a peccadillo 
which is sometimes difficult to 
get across. Should I tell people 
about it immediately or wait 
until they know me better ? 
The problem has become acute 
recently because I have become 
enamoured with a lovely girl 
with blonde hair and blue eyes 
(a first-year). I really think 
that she prefers my best friend, 
who happens to be a secretary 

of a general nature. I must ad
mit he is rather lovely but I 
myself am considered to be 
attractive L 

ex-ACADEMIC 
OFFICER 

AFFAIRS 

DEAR ex-A.A.O.,—Yes. 

• • • 

DEAR PENELOPE,—I am not in 
the small clique which has so far 
been mentioned. I am an ordinary 
L.S.E. student, who has come here 
to get a'good degree and play hard 
too! There must be hundreds like 
myself who do not consider it an 
achievement to spend each night in 
a different lady's bed. Of course if 
you are genuinely in love with 
someone and intend to get married 
at some stage thfen there is noth
ing wrong in showing affection in 
"that way". I dop't want to go on 
about this too much but I think 
it needs to be said. Surely cliques 
don't get the monopoly of what is 
printed in our Union paper? What 
do you think? 

R. C. P. BLYTHE 

DEAR BLYTHE,—I couldn't agree 
more — how refreshing to realise 
that there are people like you still 
in the world and particularly at 
the L.S.E. How easy my job would 
be if everyone shared your philo
sophy of life! 

DEAR PENELOPE,—I am a promi
nent person in Carr-Saunders, in 
fact they even allow me to keep the 
Carr-Saunders disco equipment 
(don't print that!). My problem is 
that I find it extremely difficult to 

keep my personal life secret, 
although I try very hard by writing 
misleading and extremely nasty 
things about myself in "Beaver". 
The whole of Carr-Saunders is hum
ming about my latest romance with 
someone from another college. 
What can I do? 

YOURS FURTIVELY 

DEAR FURTIVE,—I really feel 
that I cannot comment on your 
letter. 

DEAR PENELOPE,—I am not 
sure whether you take letters 
from the "other side" but I have 
a problem which I cannot dis
cuss with my other fellow aca
demics. I feel so isolated in my 
sixth-floor office in Connaught 
House since the Nursery Action 
Committee stopped their occu
pation. Even the "Evening 
Standard" have only phoned me 
once in the last two months. Is 
there something that even my 
best friend won't tell me? I 
have asked Mr Pike about this 
and he treated me like a mem
ber of the Students' Union and 
refused to give me a straight 
answer. 

P.S.: I CAN'T GIVE MY 
NAME, BECAUSE I AM 
TOO IMPORTANT! 

DEAR ISOLATED,—Who are 
you ? I just can't think who 
you are and how did you 
manage to get hold of the 
Director's personal note-paper ? 

• • • 
If you have any problems of any 

nature then write to me: Penelope, 
enclosing a stamped addressed en
velope if you wish a personal 
reply. 

HANG OUT THE FLAGS « • • 
THE FESTIVAL ROLLS INTO ACTION! 

A PROVISIONAL plan has heen drawn up, and School and police 
co-operation sought. Houghton Street trembles on the brink of 
transformation with buntings (flags, in case you weren't aware !) 
being sewn and an appeal to overseas students to supply their own 
national flags for display. Should be a lot of fun, and the more 
that turn out the merrier! But there's still a lot of work to be 
done, so all help gratefully and eternally appreciated. If you would 
be. willing to do anything, or have just got a spare hour or two, 
please contact Dick Sales through the Union Office in S.102. 

Festival on the move .. 
get on the bandwagon 

SO what's actually going to happen ? Here it is : 

MONDAY, 1st DEC : 

Evening: Geography Association Christmas 
Dance at King's College, with Barn Dance 

-V 
group and Rock 'n' Roll Group. Professional 
Disco. Games, Prizes. 

TUESDAY, 2nd DEC.: 

1.00-2.00 Old Theatre. "Heavy Water." Free. 

12.00-4.00 Street Collection—General rampage! 

7.00-10.30 Bar Night. Giant table'-football and 
^ darts competition. With cash prizes and 

cups. Cheap beer (lOp pint) in the Bar. 
Concourse area : Free group, 'Salutations,' 
and Disco. 

WEDNESDAY, 3rd DEC.: 

11.00-3.00 : Three-legged pub crawl. With spon
sored entrances, a circuit of 12 pubs, drink
ing half-pint in each (for only 75p you get 
six pints). 

7.00-8.00 : Revue. See your own dearly beloved 
brethren make fools of themselves. All 
LSE cast. In the Old Theatre. 

8.00-11.00 : Drama Society, presenting "Claws," 
an evil comedy/tragedy about class be
trayal. Also in the Old Theatre. 

8,30-9.30: Bar. Strode Jackson, professional 
comedy/music troupe. Free. 

THURSDAY, 4th DEC. 

Fight of the 2.00-4.00 : Lincolns Inn Fields, 
Century." Come along and join the 
struggle—the adversary, King's College. 
Join our Rollarball team. Bare knuckle 
boxing. Remember to wear armour, jock 
straps, and so on ' 

3.00-5.00: Drama Society, "Claws" (second 
performance). 

6.00-7.00 : University Challenge. Undergrads v. 
Grads. v. Admin, v. Academics. Professor 
Dahrendorf will be leading the grads.' 
team. Knockout competition. 

6.30-8.00 Shaw Library. Music Society. Christ
mas Concert, including works by Boyce, 
Beethoven and Bach. 

FRIDAY, 5th DEC.: 

1.00-2.00: Folk/Comedy, Nicol and Marsh. 
Free. In the Old Theatre. 

2.00-5.00: Street-fair in Houghton Street / 
Garage. Stalls, exhibition, demonstrations. 
Grand Charity Auction. 

8.00 p.m. - 2.00 a.m. : Festival Ball. Blues and 
Reds. Come as a Capitalist/Communist! 
Late bar in Refectory/O.T. Four groups-
progressive, steel band, country dancing, 
rock 'n' roll. Disco, food. Grand Raffle 
draw. £1 in advance or £1.25 on the night. 

SATURDAY, 6th DEC.: 

8.00-11.00 : Concert, "Seventh Wave." Supper, 
bar, food, disco. 

IT'S YOUR FESTIVAL, AND IT'S UP TO YOU! 
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WHERE DO 
WE SIT?-

A students guide 
to the committees 

at the LSE 
THE mot ion  urg ing  the  SU to  take  up  i t s  p laces  on  the  
School ' s  commit tees  which  was  passed  a t  a  UGM held  on  

October  10 th ,  represen ts  a  rad ica l  reversa l  f rom the  Union ' s  
p rev ious  pol icy .  The  mot ion  i t se l f  sums up  succ inc t ly  the  fac t  

tha t  re fusa l  to  s i t  on  cer ta in  commit tees  has  in  no  way a ided  

the  SU and  as  such  deserves  quot ing  in  fu l l  :  

"Union notes its past policy regarding representation on 
School Committees, that is student places have not been 
taken up on non-welfare LSE Committees. 

This policy has proved to be a bankrupt one and has re
sulted in the SU case either not being heard, misrepresented, 
or insufficiently presented by the Director of the School. 

COURT 0? GOVERNORS 6/97' (Delegates respite! 

Standing Comm. (17) 

Library 4/23 
Building 4-/I5 
Hon fellows (12) 
Investments (9) 
Aug Comt Mem Lecture 
Iiobhouse Mem Lecture (6) 

TH3 DIRECTOR (i) 

If 

Appointments (54 app'rox) 

I Standing s/c (il) 
I Selection s/c (4 upwards) 
Research (9)  
Staff research fund (14) 

NOTES 

1.Figs in "brackets indicate the 
compliment of Comms on which 
students cannot sit, 
2.Pigs in fractions indicate the 
number of students allowed to sit 
on that Comm,out of its total 
compliment. 
3.Such Comms,also starred * are 
defined by the SU as welfare comms, 
4.The SU only participates on 
Welfare Comms,le * 

Academic Board l/500(Gengeo by imitat 

Accommodation ̂ /l6 
Audio visual Aids l/8 (not functioning 
Ĉareers advisory Service 9/23-
Computer Service Users 8/49 (all pst 
General Purposes 6/22 
Ĉonference grants (6) 
Graduate school (20) 
London lectures 3/8 
northern studies (12; 
Publications (il) 

# Residential Conferences 5/l2 
Scholarships & Prizes (13) 
* Student Health Service 4/1̂  
Student Numbers 4/l4 
Student Residence 6/15 
R̂eps of school halls 1 
Computer time allocation (5)  

•ifcComm on Undergraduate Studies 
1*16 Departmental staff student 030). 

Union resolves to take up places offered by 
the School to enable the SU to represent stu
dents' interests as strongly as possible. 

Union further resolves to press for represen
tation and parity on all School Committees-
delegates to be elected from the Union and shall 
report back to it. This policy shall be reviewed 
at the first UGM after the third week of this 
academic year second term." 

MISTAKEN BELIEF 
The reason for the decision in 1969 not to 

take up places on non-welfare committees but 
to take them up on the welfare ones remains 
a puzzle but "ours is not to reason why." Never
theless the gesture resulted from the demand of 
the School to keep certain "reserved areas" and 
the refusal to allow the Students parity on those 
committees on which they had representation. 
Presumably behind the policy lay the mistaken 
belief that the School would grind to a halt 
without the co-operation of the students on the 
committees. On the contrary, one can imagine 
such as Mr Pike and Mr Alcock laughing behind 
their crocodile tears. 

BUREAUCRATIC FOG 
Since 1969 a bureaucratic fog has gradually 

fallen around those committees on which the 
Students are not represented. For instance, in 
1972 the practice of sending agendas and minutes 
of most committee meetings was stopped. The 
case of the Accommodation Committee is an 
excellent example of a committee dealing with 
matters close to students' interests since it is 
concerned with the allocation of rooms made 
vacant by the library moving to Strand House. 
Yet all details remain a mystery to all but the 
Accommodation Committee. Indeed, last year 
"Beaver" heard from reliable sources that there 
was the possibility that no-one would gain any
thing from the move because the vacant rooms 
would just be used for more reserve stacks! 

In contrast to these cases, the Undergraduate 

Studies Committee made good headway last 
year with the students being well organised and 
often out-numbering the staff members. Indeed 
some constructive results were produced such 
as "Notes for Tutors." 

SCHOOL OBSTRUCTIVE 
It seems clear from these examples that the 

SU will make far greater progress by taking up 
the student places on the Committees, but it is 
equally clear that the School will not give up 
without a struggle; in fact the School' has 
proved to be rather obstructive on certain 
issues. On the question of Committees such as 
the Court of Governors, Building Library and 
Student Numbers, the School has acceded to 
the SU demand that elections for the representa
tives should be from the union floor. 

However, problems have arisen with regard 
to the Accommodation and General Purposes 
Committees since the elections for representa
tives will be on a departmental group basis (of 
which there are four) and there will be one 
representative from each departmental group. 
In practice this means 75 per cent of the elector
ate will be disenfranchised since students will 
only be able to vote for someone in their own 
department. Equally important is the fact that 
the initiative will be taken from the SU and 
there will be no comeback for Union. 

Such a standpoint from the School prompts 
one to inquire into underlying motives, for, why 
should the elections be on a departmental basis 
when the Accommodation and General Purposes 
Committees do not deal in the main with aca
demic affairs ? Is it not likely that the School 
does not really want Students represented on 
these committees and so demands conditions un
acceptable to the Union ? The problem now is 
what is to be the Union's reaction to the 
School's demands. At the pi'esent time the 
motion quoted above pledges the Union to take 
up the student places on the committees but it 
is likely that another motion will be proposed 
rejecting the School's conditions. 

S.D, 

The Committee Syste 
C O M M I T T E E S  O F  T H E  
C O U R T  O F  G O V E R N O R S  

C O U R T  O F  G O V E R N O R S ,  meets 
once a term to discuss major 
questions affecting the development 
and work of the School. Delegates 
most of its powers, is in fact a 
rubber stamp. 

S T A N D I N G  C O M M I T T E E ,  the 
principal committee meets monthly 
in term time and deals with all 
financial matters including appro
val for the creation, etc., of full-
time teaching and administrative 
posts. No students. 

L I B R A R Y  C O M M I T T E E ,  meets 
twice a term and advises on the 
general policy of the Library, its 
content, development of services 
and staffing. 

B U I L D I N G  C O M M I T T E E ,  meets 
twice in Lent and three times in 
Michaelmas and Summer terms 
and is concerned with the planning 
and execution of new building pro
jects and major structural altera
tions. 

H O N .  F E L L O W S  C O M M I T T E E ,  
meets once a year and considers 
proposals for the election of up to 
10 new Hon. Fellows each year. No 
students. 

I N V E S T M E N T S  C O M M I T T E E ,  
meets three times a year and 
advises on the School's invest
ments. No students. 

A U G U S T E  C O M T E  M E M O R I A L  
L E C T U R E S H I P  C O M M I T T E E ,  
meets when required to make 
arrangements. No students. 

H O B H O U S E  M E M O R I A L  L E C 
TURESHIP COMMITTEE, as pre
vious committee. 

A P P O I N T M E N T S  C O M M I T T E E ,  
meets twice a term, recommends 
promotion and appointments of 
teaching and research staff to 
Court of Governors. No students. 

Selection sub - committees do th8 
work. 

R E S E A R C H  C O M M I T T E E ,  m e e t s  
twice a term, reviews research 
activities and use of School funds 
for external research. No students, 

S T A F F  R E S E A R C H  F U N D  C O M 
MITTEE, meets twice a year, doles 
out funds for staff research. No 
students. 
C O M M I T T E E S  O F  T H E  
A C A D E M I C  B O A R D  

A C A D E M I C  B O A R D ,  meets twice 
a term, considers academic policy, 
One non-existent student with no 
vote, i.e., Students' Union President, 

A C C O M M O D A T I O N  C O M M I T 
TEE, meets once a term, who gets 
what room where. 

A U D I O  V I S U A L  A I D S  C O M M I T 
TEE, meets once a term, use of 
requirements, information on audio 
visual aids. 

C A R E E R S  A D V I S O R Y  S E R V I C E  
COMMITTEE, meets once a term 
or as required, advises on the 
management of the Careers Ad
visory Service.-

C O M P U T E R  S E R V I C E S  U S E R S  
COMMITTEE, meets once a term, 
no executive power, co-ordinates 
views of users on computer needs 
and services. 

G E N E R A L  P U R P O S E S  C O M 
MITTEE, meets twice a term (more 
if required), considers anything 
not covered by anyone else, pre
pares things for the Board to 
consider. 

C O N F E R E N C E  G R A N T S  S U B 
COMMITTEE (of General Pur
poses Committee 1, meets once a 
term, deals with claims for grants 
by staff going to academic confer
ences. No students. 

G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L  C O M M I T 
TEE, meets twice a term (or more),: 
admission to and organisation of 
graduate studies. No students. 
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potabilities mostly to Standing Comai) 

Lvfttion) 

Loife) 

pos:grad studs) 

(l I 
nma, 

! 
Academic Policy (2j) 

A Academic studs s/c (12) 
I Computing s^c (14) • 
I Quinquennial s/c (14) 
Admissions (26) 
Athletics 5/13 

# Refectory 5/l2 
fSafety 2/15 
Student progress (3)  
Overseas student welfare 8/l2 
Senior oommon room comm 
Admin staff common room 
Maintenance staff (9)  
Pension & LI (7)  
Admin & library staff (8) 
Rules & Regulations 5/l3 
Discipline Panel (20) 
Student discipline (10 studs) 

sta-how it works 
U N D O N  L E C T U R E S  C O M M I T -

TEi, meets once or twice a year 
arises three lectures per year 
01'London." 

I 9 R T H E R N  S T U D I E S  C O M -
BITTEE, meets once a year, 
aniges reciprocal academic visits 

Scandinavian countries. No 
lents. 
' U S L I C  A T I  O N S  C O M M I T T E E ,  

UK's twice a term, publications 
pfc< and what gets published 
i«i the School's blessing. No 
stents. 

f E S I O E N T I A L  C O N F E R E N C E S  
CIKHITTEE (sub-committee of 
Ccsittee on Under-grad Studies), 
hkj as required, functions 
ota from name but also deals 
Ad reception of "freshers." 

S C H O L A R S H I P S  A N D  P R I Z E S  
CliMITTEE, meets once a term, 
ms conditions for scholarships 
steitships, etc. Awards actually 
ai: through sub-committee. No 
sfets. 

i T U O E N T  H E A L T H  S E R V I C E  
UHHiTTEE, meets once a term, 
arias on management of S.H.S. 

I T U  D E N T  N U M B E R S  C O M M I T -
H, meets 2/3 times a year, con-
fc the numbers of undergradu-
*aad graduate admissions, also 
IB many do what. 
:  I N D E N T  R E S I D E N C E  C O M -
ITTEE, meets as required, co-
diaates management of all 
awl's residential accommoda-
tjfc. 
MILL SU B-COMMITTEES (of 
atail, meets once a term, advise 
anmagement of the Halls. 

U W U T E R  T I M E  A L L O C A -
TION COMMITTEE, new but 
fstiv obvious what it will do. No 
stents. 

C O M M I T T E E  O N  U N D E R -
G H D U A T E  S T U D I E S ,  m e e t s  

— 

twice a term, consultative func
tion (i.e., no power), anything and 
everything to do with under
graduate teaching. The 16 Depart
mental Staff / Student Committees 
are sub-committees. 
C O M M I T T E E S  A D V I S O R Y  
T O  T H E  D I R E C T O R  

A C A D E M I C  P O L I C Y  C O M M I T 
TEE,  m e e t s  a s  r e q u i r e d ,  n o t  o n l y ,  
but also initiates, major develop
ments of academic policy. No 
students. Has following sub-com-
mittees: 

A C A D E M I C  S T U D I E S  S U B 
COMMITTEE, no precise terms of 
reference. No students. 

C O M P U T I N G  S U B  -  C O M M I T 
TEE recommendations on pro
vision of computer services. No 
students. 

Q U I N Q U E N N I A L  S U B - C O M M I T 
TEE deals with London University 
five-year plan. No students. 

A D M I S S I O N S  C o m m i t t e e ,  meets 
twice a term, considers/advises on 
matters relating to undergraduate 
admissions. No students, 

A T H L E T I C S  C O M M I T T E E ,  meets 
once a term, advises on manage
ment of athletic ground and recrea
tional facilities. 

R E F E C T O R Y  A D V I S O R Y  C O M 
MITTEE, meets onfce a term, 
considers/advises on management 
of catering services (not 3 Tuns 
or Florries). 

S A F E T Y  C O M M I T T E E ,  meets 
once a term, reviews provision for 
fire, etc. 

S T U D E N T  P R O G R E S S  C O M 
MITTEE, meets when necessary, 
considers exam failures. No 
students. 

W E L F A R E  O F  O V E R S E A S  S T U 
DENTS COMMITTEE, meets once 
a term, equals panel of advisers to 
overseas students. 

Pike -

(Financial Sec) 

The smiling 

face of 

bureaucracy 

Academic Affairs' Committees 
By now all Departments should have elected: 

(a) a Staff-Student Committee on which students 
should have parity 

(b) a representative for the Undergraduate 
Studies Committee. 

If your department has not elected one or 
other of these or if any students are finding 
difficulty iri locating their departmental com
mittees they should contact Ken Hume, c/o 
Student Union Office. 

Although these Committees have somewhat 
stuffy overtones and their machinery grinds ex
ceedingly slow, they are important and will be 
of increasing importance as the present wave of 
Government cuts in education take effect at 
LSE. Another problem with which they will 
be involved is the proposed changes in the 
nature of the School—that is the move towards 
a "centre of excellence" or an all graduate school. 

Thus it can be seen that the LSE is facing 
fundamental changes in its structure and the 
effects on the academic life of the School should 
not be underestimated. Therefore it is vital that 
in the academic politicing, which is at present 
going on at the LSE behind closed doors, the 
students are represented. 

As a contribution to developing a more 
coherent student opinion on academic affairs 
there will be a regular meeting to which I hope 
students will bring their problems/comments on 
academic matters. The meeting is open to all 
with, of course, a specific invitation to all 
student members of the Undergraduate Studies 
Committee and Departmental Staff-Student 
Committees to attend. 

The meetings will be on Thursdays from 12 
to 2 p.m. in Room 100a. 

KEN HULME, 
Member of Exec responsible 
for Academic Affairs. 

Budget progress 
ON Tuesday, November 4th, at the 
Standing Committee of the Court 
of Governors, the Students' Union 
received its biggest per capita grant 
increase ever. The grant has been 
raised from £7.34 p.c. to £11.20 p.c., 
a rise of £3.86. 

Compared with the increase last 
year the Students' Union has done 
better in worse circumstances. The 
rise in 1974-75 was only £1.94 p.c., 
of this 94p was for inflation and 
£1 for "growth". 

This year, the £3.86 increase has 
been due to £2.20 inflation and £1.66 
"growth". 

Ralf changes his mind 
Before the meeting took place, 

the Director had previously offered 
the inflation amount £2.20 plus a 
growth element of 46p. Represen
tations and a thorough arguing of 
the Union's case resulted in the 
Director changing his position to 
the extent that he convinced the 
meeting that an extra £1.20, to 
make up the. "growth" to £1,66 p.c.. 
was reasonable. However, although 
this represents a singular triumph, 
it still leaves the Union consider
ably short of its demand for a per 
capital grant of £17.32. 

In total money terms the £17.32 
p.c. represents £37,404. which is 
some £20.000 more than the School's 
fundamental offer. However, the 
offer is not all it seems, for the 
School has floated the idea that 
the expenditure that it incurs for 
the Union and that which it does 
not charge the Union for should 
be treated in a different way. 

No new decor 
In toto, some £3,900 could be 

spent on cleaning, decorating and 
furnishing the Union's premises 
this year. The School has offered 
the Union that money to spend as 

it sees fit. If .the decorating and 
furniture expenditure is deferred for 
a year, as the Finance and Execu
tive Committees have suggested, 
some £3,300 could be released to 
lower the shortfall from £20,200 to 
£16,900. 

The Union expects other income 
and trading surpluses to total some 
£3,500 which could lower the short
fall to £13,400. This is adequately 
covered by the Union's reserves of 
some £20,000. 

Cash flow problem 
What is not adequately covered 

is the cash flow problem of August 
and September, which amounts to 
some £9,700, at current prices. The 
problem arises because the Union's 
income does not flow in evenly— 
in fact it has little or no income 
during these two months. In order 

to prevent bankruptcy the School 
has agreed to loan the Union 
money to finance itself, whilst this 
cash flow problem persists. 

All these short-term problems 
seem to have been solved, if not 
fully, to the liking of both parties. 
What has not been solved is how 
to get the Union's reserves back up 
to a level where they finance the 
cash flow problem period and thus 
guarantee Union autonomy, then to 
raise them further to finance the 
extra expenditure which will occur 
when the Union's premises are ex
panded. First indications suggest 
that inside three years, at present 
prices, the reserves will have to be 
increased by £20,000. This is the 
problem that the Union must now 
address itself to. 

P. TIMMINS, 
Senior Treasurer 

i 



BEAVER, Nov. 18th. 1975—Page Six 

FREEDOM FOR INDIA 
UNDER GANDHI? 
1 WOULD first like ta offer a few 
comments on the article "Cross
roads for India" that was printed 
in "Beaver" last issue. I under
stand from Mr Davies that the fail
ure of democracy under Mrs 
Gandhi and her Congress provides 
every reason to abandon its prac
tice. I would prefer to remedy it. 
After all, it is basically one party 
that is responsible for India's un
democratic democracy, so that after 
200 years of oppression by aliens, 
Indians are now being suppressed 
by a few of their own compatriots. 
As Dr Nnamdi Azikive (who him
self' fought for Nigeria's freedom 
and was the first President) once 
said "if independence means the 
substitution of alien rule for an 
indigenous tyrant, then those 
leaders have not only desecrated 
the cause of human freedom, but 
they have betrayed their peoples." 

Mr Davies quotes the American 
Declaration of Independence stating 
that if a nation's ideals of "life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happi
ness" cannot be met under an 
existing form of government, "it is 
the right of the people to alter or to 
abolish" that government. How
ever, he forgets that the Declara

tion goes on to say that "to secure 
these rights (i.e. life, liberty and 
happiness) governments are insti
tuted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the 
governed." Well, the Indian people 
have not been given the chance to 
pronounce on Mrs Gandhi's mea
sures. It is very easy to say, whilst 
enjoying freedom, that freedom is 
dispensible, but perhaps apprecia
tion only comes with loss. 

Mr Davies also remarks that 
"Hinduism still discourages the be
lief that man can influence his own 
fate, and therefore frustrates eco
nomic growth." I question the effect 
of religion on economic growth, 
and wonder if the statement is 
merely trying to excuse the 
Government's economic failures. 
Finally, it is stated that "the best 
course for India now is to con
vene a Constitutional Convention 
to hammer out an answer to the 
Question, "Where do we go from 
here?" Does Mr Davies seriously 
believe that anyone in India is 
allowed at the moment to suggest 
alternative policies to those adopted 
by Mrs Gandhi? She certainly 
wants no advice which differs from 
her own views. 

What of the measures them
selves? It is claimed that the state 

n® 

Up to 40% off forparties-and the 
leader could go free! 

40% off for parties of 10 or 
more full-time students and 
under 21's. 

30% off the return fare for 
undergraduates travelling to 
a holiday course at a French 
University, subject to certain 
conditions. 

30% off too, for everyone in a 
party of 25 or more: 20% off 
for 10 or more. 

inter-rail Card. If you are 
under 21, £55.00* will buy 

you a month's unlimited 
travel in 19 countries. 
You travel completely free 
as the leader of a party of 15 
or more fare-paying 
passengers. 
Budget Holidays in Paris 
and the French Riviera. Ask 
for details of these 'all-in' 
holidays, run in conjunction 
with French Railways. 
Don't forget, midweek travel 
means extra comfort 
'Pricecorrect at time of soing to press. 

Please send me details of the following: Tick brochure required. 
General Timetable and Fares List, including students reduced 

• tares • Inclusive Holidays Q Motorail Services | ] Sealink Car Ferries 
and Seaspeed Hovercraft! J 

Name 

Address 

179 Piccadilly, London W1V OBA 

1 

of emergency was imposed to pre
serve democracy, and maintain the 
interests of the Indian people as a 
whole. However, if the rights of 
all individuals are withdrawn, very 
little would seem to remain for 
"society as a whole." Another as
sertion was that the opposition was 
thwarting Mrs Gandhi's plans. It 
is hard to see exactly how this 
could be so, when the Government 
had a two-thirds majority in Par
liament, and a majority in 21 out 
of the 22 state legislatures of the 
Indian Union. It seems more prob
able that the Government was 
either unwilling to initiate reforms, 
or to implement them. Many 
people have claimed that if Mrs 
Gandhi had resigned after the 
Allahaabad court's judgment, no-
one could have fulfilled her posi
tion. I would claim that no person 
is indispensable; even the death of 
Mahatma Gandhi did not cause 
India to collapse. Inevitably, some
one came to take his place, and 
when Lai Bahadur Shastri died, 
and the same problem arose, Mrs 
Gandhi was given the biggest majo
rity in Indian history. 

Certainly such reasons do not 
excuse the arrest of 60,000 people, 
few of whom were tried or even 
told what offence they had com
mitted. Further, the claim that 
dictatorship is the only answer .to 
India's problems is hardly valid; 
for, in many ways, Mrs Gandhi has 
had dictatorial powers since the 
1971 elections and the Bangladesh 
War, e.g. in the appointment and 
dismissal of Cabinet Ministers. Even 
so, she claimed, she could not func
tion effectively. 

True the price of food has gone 
down this year, but mainly as a 
result of a good harvest and, more 
important, dehoarding. What will 
happen next year, after the mon
soons fail? Even now as dehoard
ing ends, some prices are going up, 
and the Congress Party's "20 
points" economic programme seems 
already forgotten. It was supposed 
to be implemented by December 31st 
1975 but 50 days before the deadline 
little seems tohave been done. 

It forms a pretty gloomy picture, 
and Mrs Gandhi's present measures 
are depressing. I myself am of the 
opinion that ideals nobler than 
political power are required to 
guide India's leaders and people if 
we are to find salvation. 

N I L E S H  D A T T A R I  
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TUESDAY, 18 NOV. 

CERT X 

SLEEPER 

Woody Allen, Diane 

Keaton, Directed by 

Woody Allen 

Miles Monroe, neurotic jazz 
musician and health food fad
dist, wakes from 200 years of 
suspended animation into a 
society which combines the 
worst excesses of Disneyland 
with those of 1984, He exchan
ges the role of'domestic robot 
in the home of a female poet-
sophisticate for that of a Jewish 
Flash Gordon waging war on 
the ruling dictatorship in the 
zaniest comedy of the decade. 

THURSDAY, 20 NOV. 

IN THE TOWN OF S 

TUESDAY, 25 NOV. 

LADY SINGS THE 

BLUES, CERT X 

Diana Ross 

Directed by 

Sydney J. Furie 
The story of the life and times 

of Billie Holliday who progressed 
from scrubbing steps in Harlem 
to Carnegie Hall as an acclaimed 
exponent of the blues. Gradu
ally the drug habit becomes an 
addiction, she is arrested and 
has her licence as an entertainer 
revoked. Out of prison she goes 

on tour but gets hook«d again 
and dies, penniless, at the age 
of 44 from an overdose. 

THURSDAY, 2 7  NOV. 

BLAZING SADDLES 

CERT AA 

Cleavon Little, Gene 
Wilder, Madeline 
Kahn, Directed! by 
Mel Brooks 

Mel Brooks's classic pastiche 
of the American West which has 
become a modern classic in 
cinematic humour. 

Denotes special door price) 

Mei Brooks in "Blazing 
Saddtes." 

The film society has under
gone a change of policy since 
last year. Now the aim is to 
show new and popular feature 
films rather than those of a 
more artistic nature. This 
means that generally more stu
dents want to see the films so 
the Old Theatre becomes 
crowded very quickly. The 
moral is get there arly. 

Sporting Beaver 
Rugby revival 

Radical changes in the admi
nistrative system of the Rugby 
Club seem to be on the point 
of paying off. . After a disap
pointing result at Sussex in the 
UAU tournament, when the 
LSE went down 34—6, the team 
survived a near bus disaster 
and a punishing first half 
against Surrey to fight back in 
the second half before losing 
25—13. Points scorers for the 
LSE were S. Derbyshire, M. 
Thomas, R. Williams and C. M. 
Hughes. However, an encour
aging sign at the weekend, when 
the RNVR were trounced 40—6, 
augurs well for the final UAU 
fixture against Kent on the 19th. 
The Second XV also fancy their 
chances at Kent but are unfor
tunately disqualified from the 
tournament. 

C.L. 

Unexpected success 
WITHIN a period of eight days, 
LSE leapt from obscurity into lime
light as far as the university sports 
scene was concerned. 

Wednesday October 29th found 11 
players plus a "press-ganged" mas
cot on their way to Sussex Univer
sity. LSE's strength lies in the fact 
that nobody knows its strength. 
Not only are we an unknown propo
sition as far as every team we play 
is concerned, we quite often know 
very little about our own team's 
players, or the formation we are 
to play in. 

We went into the Sussex game 
with nothing to lose, and gave them 
a rude shock when we scored within 
five minutes of the start. From then 
on, except for sporadic breaks, the 
rest of the game took on the shape 
of a battle for survival as Sussex 
mounted attack after attack. But 

with Ms S as our mascot, we sur
vived and won. 

On Sunday November 2nd LSE 
won the University six-a-side hockey 
championships. We won our pre
liminary matches fairly easily and 
the team reached the semi-finals by 
beating reigning champs QMC in 
a most exciting encounter. In the 
semi-finals and the final we had 
the dubious distinction of winning 
our games without scoring. But we 
won all the same! 

On November 5th, no longer un
known, we played Surrey and lost. 
Everything went wrong including 
starting off with only ten men. This 
defeat has opened our eyes to our 
faults and shown us where our 
weaknesses lie. Significantly, the 
mascot was absent that day. Our 
newfound wisdom should make us 

' an even more difficult proposition 
for our future opponents. 

R.K.V. 
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SHAW AND THE RSC 
WRITTEN in late life, when he 
was 72, one cannot help feeling 
that Shaw had finally abandoned 
any attempt to produce a play that, 
besides being an outlet for his own 
social dogma, would also provide 
good entertainment. Instead, like 
the protagonist of the play, "Too 
True to be Good," he preaches. 
Characters come and go, remain
ing pasteboard symbols of social 
problems, and between them they 
discuss the usual themes of class 
determination, middle-class moral
ity, and so on. However, for all 
his criticisms, Shaw has little that 
is constructive to offer in place of 
the existing order, and, finally can 
only bemoan the fate of a preacher 
without a message. 

It takes a great deal of skill, in
genuity ana imagination to trans
form such a play into anything 
that is theatrically acceptable, but 
somehow the RSC seem to manage 
it. By a combination of brilliant 
acting — Judi Bench in particular 
— pace of production, which allows 
the longest of the diatribes to at 
least pass quickly, and cleverly de
signed sets, interest is held, and 
one even comes away feeling that it 
was an evening well spent. But the 
credit must tie the RSC's and not 
Shaw's. 

N.T. 

L1 and L2 
by Fred Willets 

If you have a spare lunch-hour, 
then a visit to the Almost-Free 
Theatre is well worth it. It is 
situated in Rupert Street, off Leices
ter Square, about 15 minutes' walk 
from LSE, and admission is what 
ever you can afford. The play itself 
consists of 40 minutes' discussion 
between two bicycle lamps, one male 
and philosophical, the other female 
and rather more hedonistic. If this 
sounds daunting, let me assure you 
that the play is very well written 
and extremely witty. One warning 
though — wrap up warmly, the 
theatre is freezing. 

N.T. 

Judi Dench (The Countess/Nurse Sweetie Simpkins), Jan 
McKellen (Aubrey Bagot / The Burglar), Anna Calder-

Marshall (Miss Mopply / The Patient). 

International Firms 
and Modern Imperialism 
ed: Hugo Radice 
INTRODUCED and edited by Hugo 
Radice, this book contains a selec
tion of writings dealing with the 
internationalisation of capital and 
its relation, on the one hand, to 
individual nations, and, on the 
other, to private'firms. The inade
quacies in both neo-classical and 
Keynesian analysis leave many ques
tions untouched, claims Radioe, 
while Marxist thought in this 
sphere has been so dominated by 
Leninist dogma that little stimu
lating discussion has been forth
coming. This book itself does not-
claim to be impartial; most of the 
authors write from a Marxist 
standpoint, IPs become intrinsically 
linked to the theory of imperialism, 
and the purpose of the book is 
spelt out as furthering understand
ing of both of these, in order to 
promote the struggle against them. 
Indeed, it ends resoundingly with 
Allende's 1972 speech to the UN, 
attacking American companies and 

the political machinations of ITT. 
Broadly the arguments centre on 

four issues; first, the relationship 
between the development of the 
capitalist world economy and the 
spread of IFs; second, the connec
tion between capital and the state 
— the clashes between IFs and 
nation states reflect a broader con
flict between national and inter
national movements of capital; 
third, the conflicts of different 
national groups of capital — will 
imperialist rivalries increase or de
cline?—and finally, how IFs affect 
underdeveloped countries, and the 
question of technological depend
ence. 

The most interesting articles seem 
to come in this last section, but 
the whole book provides a very lucid 
exposition of the authors' stand
point, relatively free from dogma 
or cliches. 

N.T. 

ENTSNEWS 
FIRSTLY, Ents would like to apologise for the non
appearance of the Chapman-Whitney Streetwalkers 
concert (November 15th) as billed in the previous 
issue of Beaver. The actual full explanation for this 
is rather complex, but suffice to say that essentially 
the band's management decided, probably due to the. 
fact that the album and single were doing rather well' 
they felt justified in asking us to inflate our proposed 
ticket price by 25 per cent. We felt that we were 

•morally unable to do this so the date was blown. 
Nevertheless, it may be possible to promote the band 
in the larger hall at the London College of Printing 
some time in the future, where it is possible to hold 
administration prices to a reasonable level. 

It might interest you to know that Ents is run
ning at a fairly healthy profit level this term thanks 
to the brilliant successes of John Luc Ponty and 
Colosseum II, This situation enables us to lav on 
some very fine entertainments for the Festival week. 
Firstly, on Friday, December 5th, we have Nicol and 
Marsh, one of the finest acoustic acts touring at 
present, playing the Old Theatre at lunch-time (free). 
Later that day a.e. 7.30 p.m. to about 2.30 a.m.) we 
have the grand festival ball which should be a pretty 

incredible five hours of non-stop entertainment in the 
theatre, refectory, etc., with a steel band, a rock 'n'. 
roll band, a country dance band, a couple of major 
films and, topping the bill, the London debut and 
Press premiere of Brand X, whose line-up includes 
four of the world's best rock musicians, two of them 
being Phil Collins (Genesis drummer and Mike 
Garson (Bowie's Spiders from Mars). 

On the night of Saturday, December 6th, we have. 
Seventh Wave plus support. Seventh Wave are with
out doubt the world's most accomplished and powerful 
keyboard band. Apart from an amazing stage show 
(reported on some weeks ago in Beaver) including 
fire-breathing keyboard players and numerous other 
theatrical effects, the band play a mixture of pro
gressive rock styles using mellatron. moog synthesiser, 
Hammond organ, harmonium and electric piano as 
lead instruments. Their new album. Psi Pfi, on Gull 
records, is bound to make them a household name. 
See them at LSE on December 6th at 80p. It may 
well be your last chance at that sort of price. 

We are also negotiating for a major concert on 
Saturday, November 29th. but no details yet. 

Your friendly Ents Committee 

Reviews 
SYBIL 
by F. R. Schreiber (Penguin) 75p 
FOR over- thirty years Sybil 
thought she suffered from amnesia. 
Not until she escaped from the 
fanatically religious environment 
of her parents and consulted a 
psychiatrist did she discover that 
during the period of time which she 
could not recollect, her body was 
controlled-by one of sixteen dif
ferent personalities, each of which 
regarded itself as autonomous 
despite being aware of the other 
characters with which it shared the 
body. 

This book is the fascinating fac
tual report of the causes, symp
toms and, happily, the cure of a 
case of multiple personality, a rare 
mental illness. Sybil, the patient, 
was brought up in the twenties in 
a mid-west American town and sub
jected to such sadistic treatment 
from her mother, that in order to 
survive she relegated aspects of her 
personality, such as anger or 
memory, into separate personalities 
inhabiting her unconscious mind. 

Thus when a particular situation' 
arose which aroused intolerable 
memories she dissociated into one 
of these other personalities which 
was capable of dealing with the 
situation. None of these personal!-, 
ties however, including the con
scious self, was complete, but each 
was an autonomous part of the 
whole. The task of the psychiatrist 
was to break down their autonomy 
and fuse them together. Extra
ordinarily, no one discovered Sybil's 
mother's sadistic behaviour or 
Sybil's dissociations until she was 
over thirty, despite the fact that 
the longest dissociation had lasted, 
for-two years. 

From an entertainment point of 
view, the first two to three hundred 
pages of this four hundred page 
book are enthralling as symptoms 
and causes are unravelled. Subse
quently, as the cure approaches, the 
book has less Interest, and is with
out any pretensions to being litera
ture. 

M.E.ffi,. 

THE TAY POETS 
IT is notoriously difficult to review 
a compendium of poems, and here 
the difficulty is heightened by the 
variety of this, the 15th series of 
poems published by the East Caro
lina University Poetry Forum. How
ever there is, throughout the selec
tion, a characteristic flavour which 
transcends the apparent diversity. 
Perhaps this can best be described 
as a fundamental emphasis on the 
eternal poetic themes of the beauty 
of nature, power of emotion etc. 

Included in each series is a con
tribution by an invited guest poet— 
this time it is Denver University 
doctoral student Doug McReynolds. 
The centrepiece and longest poem 
of the collection is. McReynolds' 
four part "Vintage Season". Part 
Four: Autumn of this work, in a 
sense, echoes Keat's 1817 "Ode to 
Autumn", once again bringing out 

the timeless equality of the sea
sonal cycle. For example compare 
Keats's 

"Season of mists and mellow fruit-
fulness, 

Close bosom friend of -the 
maturing sun . . . " 

with McReynolds's 
"This is the vintage of the year. 
Look around! We've brought thee 

here, 
To gather fruit in harvest time. 
To capture summer in the wine." 

Despite the possible criticism that 
. the subject matter 'and style of 
the works have little relevance in 
an age of social transformation and 
cosmic poetry, I can honestly say 
that I have greatly enjoyed the 
series, which I fully recommend to 
you all. 

P.®. 

LOTS OF LISZT 
QUITE a week for Liszt fans with 
the release of two films about him; 
an orthodox view of his life by a 
Russian director, Marton Keleti and 
a rather more novel version by our 
own Kennie Russell. Both were en
joyable in their own ways, although 
the "Love of Liszt" (the Russian 
film) is long, and anyone unfamiliar 
with Liszt's works might find it 
hard going. However, the musical 
production was first-rate, ,\vith 
straightforward production and 
direction, and essentially the film 
was a narrative, not attempting to 
shed any great light on the work
ings of the composer's mind. 

"Lisztomania" is totally different. 
From the opening scene, where 
Roger Dalrey, who plays Liszt, is 
seen kissing Maria's nipples in time 
to a metronome which she keeps 
speeding up, we are presented with 
a succession of visual treats whose 
main elements are opulence and 
phalli. The latter are of varying 
sizes, from large to unbelievable, 
and I can quite believe that Liszt's 
genius was not his only immense 
feature. The music is specially ar-

i anged by the much-maligned 
Wakerian, whose interesting treat
ment complements the fantastical 
style. Wakerian appears in a guest 
role as Thor, and his major con
tribution is to grunt, and piss on 
a fire, receiving a kick in the groin 
for his pains. 

Lola Montez and George Sahd 
are portrayed as groupies, and 
Liszt's audiences are female and 
noisy, so that Liszt himself is seen 
as a 19th-century precursor of our 
rock superstars. Dalrey is no new 
Olivier, although he attacks the sex-
scenes with the vigour of a veteran 
troubadour. Ringo Starr is in there 
somewhere, playing the Pope In a 
Liverpudlian monotone. The 'fe
males are delectable and lusty Liszt 
is always willing. 

Although it sounds' as if the film 
is a succession of sexual gymnastics, 
there is some interesting imagery, 
while the idea of Hitler as a mon
ster born out of Wagner's music is 
fascinating, if you like RusSfeU, 
you'll like this. 

A.C. 
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NUS Conference 
T H E  2 n d  N U S  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  1 9 7 5  
w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  t w o  w e e k s  a t  S c a r 
b o r o u g h ,  t h a t  i s  b e t w e e n  t h e  5 t h  
a n d  t h e  8 t h  o f  D e c e m b e r .  

It is NUS practice to hold two con
ferences each year, in April and 
December. The December con
ference is more important in that 
the Budget is discussed, so now is 
a crucial time for the NUS and stu
dent unions generally. Both con
ferences are policy-making but ob
viously support for a policy depends 
on an allocation of money, which 
has to be ratified by. the forth
coming conference. 

We at the LSE are sending seven 
representatives who were elected 
last Friday and they are split into 
four delegates and three observers. 
They have the power of 3,016 votes 
which is the membership of the 
LSE Union. Although the agenda 
is vague now and will be until a few 
days before the conference actually 
commences, the two main debates 
•which will see most activity,-argu
ment and aggression will concern 
the education cuts with the possi-

DELEGATES 

Crispin O'Brien 
Peter Timmihs 
Ken Spencer 
Wane a Gold wag 

OBSERVERS 

Christine Ruts on 
Maggie O'Brien 
Tony Brown 

bility of further cutbacks in 1976, 
and the whole system of Grants. 

The agenda is formed by first of 
all accepting motions from Student 
Unions all over the country and 
then listing them arbitrarily. A 
copy of this list is then sent back, 
to the Unions who prioritise the 
motions. That 'is, they put in order 
the motions which they think are 
most important. So if there are 100 
motions they are placed in order of 

preference from 1 to ICO. These 
prioritised lists are all pooled and a 
final agenda worked out which is 
theoretically used for the con-

last-minute additions and subtrac-
ference. However there are always 
tons and consequently the agenda 
has to be flexible and allow for 
them. With this very large pro
gramme it means that each day 
lasts from 9 in the morning to mid
night, although Friday evening, is 
slightly different as it gets off to 
a rousing start with the President's 
speech followed by procedural and 
agenda wrangles. 

Unfortunately, however, the 
LSE were unable to submit any 
motions for this conference, on ac
count of an untimely quorum call 
at a Union meeting which meant 
the deadline for. submission of 
motions could not be met. This is 
a shame because surely the LSE 
wants to be recognised as a cam
paigning Union which can manage 
its affairs sufficiently well to at 
least pass some motions for sub
mission for discussion at the Con
ference. That not one motion on 
the agenda at Scarborough will be 
an ISE one is a great pity and is 
a sad reflection of a Union which 
could be constructive if there was 
a more serious attitude to import
ant affairs. 

Bar bans 
NICE friends the Union's General 
Secretary has; on Friday, 7th Nov
ember, four such people were 
banned from the Bar until the end 
of this term. It appears that the 
delicacies on sale were not suffi
cient for their rapacious appetites, 
and they began eating the glasses. 
When stools also started flying, Bar 
Manager, Ted Carter, evicted them. 

The authority of the Bar Mana
ger to take such action stems from 
the motion passed at a recent 
Union Meeting, (31st October). 
Divided into twer parts, it con
demned the exploitation by drug-
pushers, and, in ^order to ensure 
that authorities do not withdraw 
the Bar's licence, gave Bar Staff 
the right to throw out anyone in
volved in illegal or disruptive 

.activity. You have been warned! 

Seminar 
A seminar on overseas students' 

problems will be held on November 
18th, from 12 noon to 2 p.m. in the 
St. Clements's Concourse area. The 
meeting will be informal, and will 
be addressed by :— 
Ralf Dahrendorf (the Director) 
Trevor Phillips (ULU President) 
Vishna Sharma (from the Joint 

Council for the Welfare of Im
migrants) 

Paul Crofts (head of NUS Interna
tional Students' Committee). 

All students invited, and overseas 
students are especially welcome. 
Feel free to bring drinks and sand
wiches from the Bar. 

AS. 

Welfare in action 
ACTION at last: On the 3rd November, the first 
meeting of the Nursery Committee finally took 
place, with Dr. Leigh, Chairman of the Student 
Health Service ; Mr Braybrook, the Committee's 
secretary; Dr. Payne, head of the Student 
Health Service ; Elana Ehrlich, Student Welfare 
Officer; Student Union representatives and 
both staff and student "parents. The matron of 
the nursery will also sit on the committee once 
she has been appointed. • 

Discussion: The Nursery will be in Parish 
Hall as planned, and the conversion plans were 

• brought up. These have had verbal confirmation 
from Westminster Council, and alterations and 
building will commence when written confirma
tion is received. Hopefully, the nursery will be 

completed by the New Year. Regulations con
cerning the nursery will be based on those of 
University College and other similar nurseries, 
and various decisions on registration, niedicai 
arrangements, etc. were taken. 

A Hardship Fund is to be established, after 
which the lowest possible fees which can be 
charged will be decided upon. There will be a 
one-day appeal ;or money for the fund, op 27th 
November, and both staff and students will be 
asked to contribute. A circular from the Direc
tor will be sent to academic and administrative 
staff, and, hopefully, £1,000 will be raised to 
assist parents wishing to use the nursery, but 
unable to afford the fees. 

J,D. 

A COPY OF THE DIRECTOR'S CIRCULAR 

ON Thursday, November 27th, the Student- Health 
Service Committee and the Student Union will be 
appealing for money from all members of the 
academic and administrative staff arid the student 
fcody so that no parent be debarred by lack of money 
from using the facilities. This appeal has the full 
support of the Director. We hope to raise £1,000 to 
be held by the School as a hardship fund for parents 
who may wish to use the nursery and who may not 
be able to afford thefees. The fund will be admini
stered by a sub-committee of the Student Health 
Service Committee. 

You may wonder why such a fund as this is 
necessary after the School has generously provided 

premises and some monies to cover deficits in opera
tion. Unfortunately the operation of a nursery is 
costly. Properly qualified staff must be engaged. 
There will inevitably be some expenditure for equip
ment. The result is that, in common with other 
nurseries in the area, our nursery must charge fees 
which some parents will find it difficult to meet. 

Our response to this problem is, therefore, to 
to hold a one-day appeal for funds. If everyone 
could be persuaded to contribute, even a quite small 
sum, we will be able to attain our objective. We 
hope and we believe that you will be prepared to 
help. 

Trip to Stonehercge 
AN outing has been arranged by 
the Students' Union en Sunday, 
November 30th to Stonehenge. The 
cost is only £3.00 and the coach 
will leave Carr-Saunders at. 8 30, 
and LSE at 10.00. Ideal for over
seas students, and anyone stuck in 
halls on a Sunday — come with us 
and see Salisbury and Stonehenge, 
second only to LSE as one of the 
world's greatest, wonders. A seat 
can be reserved by seeing Elana 
Ehrlich in S.300, or by phoning her 
at 405 7686, as soon as possible. 

And still more ... In conjunc
tion with Project Tours, students 
are offered places on the following: 

(i) A weekend in S. Wales, leav
ing London 36.00 on Friday, Dec
ember otn and returning Sunday 
evening, with accommodation ar
ranged, and visits to Tintern Abbey 
Brecon Beacons, Offa's Dyke, and 
the Roman fort at Caerieone — cost 
£19.95. 

(ii) One-day trip to Oxford and 
the Thames Valley, leaving London 
9.30, Sunday, December 14th, with 
a tour of the colleges and the town 
itself — cost £2.60. 

Details from Elana as above. 

Millennium 
The facts behind the white-faced 

ghosts of Portugal Street. 
Creative chaos is everywhere and 

especially in the office of the 
School's Journal of International 
Studies, "Millennium". The latest 
issue—already a super hit on the 
bookstalls—has left members of the 
editorial board broken down from 
sheer exhaustion. But in the pale, 
hollowed faces of the survivors 
flickers , a ray of hope. 

They know you will join the 
struggle to defeat elitism, renounce 
hegemony and buy "Millennium". 
Everyone is equal. Everyone has 
go to buy "Millennium"! Dig deep 
holes and go and read "Millennium" 
in them! 

The latest issue drips with the 
blood of a thousand shattered shib
boleths: SALT, the EEC, farm 
force, international pollution law, 
foreign policy analysis, plus full 
supporting cast. 

Half-price to students! 

Classified 
NATIONAL ABORTION 

CAMPAIGN SAYS 

tOTIES&Kf 
COKHIVRE 

iilli 
House cf Commons 

2 and 6pia 

RALLY 
TrafalgarSq. 2 4pm 
Speakers: Music iTheaUe 
Sat 22 Nov-

Free abortion on demand- a wo ma us rigto lo chocs® 

L o n e E y  i n  L o n d o n  ?  
PEOPLE of all backgrounds have 
chosen Dateline as the way. to 
make new friends. Economists— 
come in from the cold and find 
a warnjer social iife through 
DateiiWe. 

Write now to Dateline (BV), 
23 Abingdon Road. London, W8, 
or ring 01-937 6503 (24 hours). 

w 
This "Beaver" was produced 

•by Sheree Dodd, Richard Blac-
kett, Phil Bur, Nikki Ttai, 
with help from Mungo Deans, 
Mary Butterworth, Wynn Tol-
man, Clare Lynch, Anton 
Chapman, Paul Brown, and 
ethers. 

All opinions expressed in the 
paper axe those of the writers. 
© London School of Economics, 

and Students' Union, 1975. 

Mass picket of the Old Bailey cn 
Thursday, November 20th, to DE
FEND BWNIC 34. Assemble Hough
ton Street, 12 midday. 
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