Briefing

Budget accepted

The Annual Budget Meeting was
held last Thursday at the UGM.
LSE Students’ Union Treasurer
Gareth Carter’s budget was rati-
fied with little dissent from those
in attendance. A handful of soci-
eties lobbied unsuccessfully for
more money.

News page 3

Entente Cordiale

Celebrations for the centenary of
the historic Entente Cordiale

- agreement between Britain and
France were this week brought to
a grandiose conclusion at
Hatfield House, in Hertfordshire.
Students from the LSE and
Sciences-Po university in Paris
commemerated the event togeth-
er as guests of Lord Salisbury
and the LSE.
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 Sabb threatened

Sk dJspute over payment for
karaoke equipment to ‘Karaoke

. Gold’ has led to threats being

EU X-factor
Does the proposed EU constitu-
tion have the necessary ‘X-fac-
tor’? blink asks students and
academics at the School what
they think about the constitu-
tional treaty and how it will
affect the continent.

blink pages 12-13

Giveaway
About features a New Year’s
party giveaway with a pair of
tickets and 3 CDs on offer for
anyone with intimate knowledge
of the Ministry of Sound.
B:art page 27

Focus on Iran in blink, page 14

Debt strain buries Atlas Bar

Prashant Rao
Executive Editor

Students' Union (SU)
Treasurer Gareth Carter

announced at the Annual Budget
Meeting (ABM) that the Union-
run bar at Great Dover Street, the
Atlas Bar, would be closed for
business on December 31.

The closure of the bar, report-
ed to have lost £25,099 in the
2003/04 financial year, has pro-
voked uproar amongst both resi-
dents of the hall and North
British Housing (NBH), the hous-
ing company that manages Great
Dover Street.

Great Dover Street President
Ryan Hearity questioned Carter
upon the announcement at the
ABM, asking how it was that "the
SU was 'fully committed' to the
Atlas Bar if it had only given a
budget for five months?", refer-
ring to the Budget's introductory
text.

Carter responded by saying
that as the situation was being

evaluated on a day-to-day basis, a
budget for five months seemed
appropriate.

The budget, approved at last
week's ABM, funded a deficit of
£10,548 to the Atlas Bar for five
months, and Carter said’ the
Union expected the bar to
amount losses in the range of
£27,000 if it were to be open for
the full year.

Closing the Atlas Bar essen-
tially removes all communal
areas from Great Dover Street, as
it also had a pool table, dart
board and digital TV.

In effect, according to Hearity,
the Hall committee would not be
able to stage any parties in the
hall itself, and would have to rent
a bar or pub.

Rumours have been circulat-
ing of a possible vote of censure
being proposed against Carter at
an upcoming Union General
Meeting (UGM), but Hearity

- denies that he is considering any

such course of action.
"Our goal is really only to keep

the bar open, and I do not see how
censuring [Carter] would help
that.

"If there was a motion of no
confidence proposed against
Gareth, I, as President of GDS,
would not support it," he said.

Hearity confirmed to The
Beaver, however, that the Hall
committee was exploring various
options to keep the bar open and
in the coming days would be
meeting with SU Residences
Officer Rishi Madlani and SU
Postgraduates Students’ Officer
Matthew Willgress, as the hall is
dominated by postgraduate stu-
dents.

The decision to finally close
the Atlas Bar was made by the
SU's Administration and Staffing
Committee (ASC), made up of the
four sabbatical officers, the
General Manager and the
Finance Secretary, on November
30.

Upon hearing of this, Hearity
sent out an e-mail to all Great
Dover Street residents citing

what he and Paul Noke of NBH
felt were financial inaccuracies in
the Union's year-end financial
statement and the budget.

In the e-mail, Hearity points
to the fact that the Union report-
ed salaries and wages of £20,767,
redecoration and repairs of
£1,148 and general expenses of
£1,085, all of which he claimed
were wrong.

According to Hearity and
Noke, the salary of the full-time
bar manager in fact totalled clos-
er to £17,000; NBH handles all
redecoration and repairs; and the
Union never elaborated to either
Hearity or Noke on what 'general
expenses’ was made up of.

Carter has since elaborated on
the figures: while the bar manag-
er, Mark Buttery, receives a salary
of £17,127, the SU’s Assistant Bar
Manager was transferred to a
managerial payscale at a cost of
£3,640, which made up the differ-
ence.

continued on page 2
Editorial Comment, page 7
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Barrel rolls into new Underground

Chris Heathcote
News Editor

®

¥Yhe Athletics 7"nmnf(ATfJ)

| Barrel got underway last
Friday putting to test the
new Underground bar.

The annual event is organised
for LSE's sportsmen and women
and is normally a day of heavy
drinking, costumes, forfeits and

It is a day the LSE adminis-
tration usually dread.

Last year the History depart-
ment closed for the day and
teaching time was been cancelled.

But this year even the School's
Director, Howard Davies got
involved and at lunchtime
entered the packed Underground
bar and to the downed a pint of
'snakebite’; a mix of lager, cider
and blackcurrant.

continued on page 2
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LSE Director wins respect of AU at Barrel

continued from page 1

The morning began at 1lam
when around 400 students, most-
ly AU members queued up to
enter the Underground bar.

Some had already been drink-
ing, but for those who had not,
the £5 entrance fee had pur-
chased 18 barrels, the most ever,
of free beer and cider.

Over the next three hours,
team members nominated by
their captains were hauled on
stage and obliged to pay 'fines'
for misdemeanours they had
committed, such as missing train-
ing.

The punishments were decid-
ed by spinning the 'Wheel of
Misfortune' and could vary from
kissing a member of the audience
or downing a pint of beer to
downing three pints of wine or
sampling 'the mixed grill’;
Wright's bar meat blended and
topped-up with gin.

One unlucky student was
required to drink the concoction
twice.

With the fines oyer and the
bar exhausted, DJ and former
LSE SU Entertainments sabbati-
cal, Jimmy Baker, signalled that
the traditional 'Barrel run' was
about to begin.

Leading the run was a first-
year rugby player, required by
tradition to strip naked.

This year Jonathan Ussher

- performed the honours.

For most, leaving the Clare
Market Building entrance at the
start of the run was the first day-
light they had seen all morning,
since the new Underground bar
had been blacked-out in order to
try and recreate the feel of it's
dingier predecessor. :

Lining the route were scores
of well-wishers and bemused stu-
dents, some with camera phones
to record the moment.

In line with tradition, the first
port of call was the Peacock the-
atre, but there was no luck to be
found, since the lecture had been
cancelled.

It was the same in the Old

Theatre too, but in the New
Theatre a lecture was duly invad-
ed.

"The look on the face of the
teacher said it all," commented
one student.

"You could tell he didn't have
a clue what was going on," added
another.

The run officially: marked the
end of the Barrel and some stu-
dents crawled home when it fin-
lshed Most, however stayed until

‘Crush.

However AU Executwe mem-
ber Dom Rustam noted that a
larger number than usual stayed
in the Three Tuns and continued
to drink until Crush.

Asked about the success of the
day, ' Claudia Whitcomb, AU
Social Secretary, told The Beaver
"People were worried about
whether the old atmosphere of
the Barrel would be lost in the
new Underground bar, but the
increased size of the bar actually
meant that more people could get
involved."

When asked if she was disap-
pointed that the School had can-
celled lectures on the day,
Whitcomb replied, "I think every-
one was really let down as
although there is a little disrup-
tion, it only happens once a year."

At the end of the day, there
were reports that one student
may have been hospitalised, but
returned to the Tuns later.

"But apart from that I think
injuries were pretty much
restricted to people's pride and
dignity," said Rustam.

Meanwhile even two days
later, The Beaver was unable to
contact AU President and host for
the day's proceedings, Pete
Davies. Some colleagues specu-
lated that he may not yet have
recovered from Friday's festivi-
ties.

The real hero of the day,
though was undoubtedly Howard
Davies.

"What a legend,"
Rustam.

"Despite his promises I don't

remarked

think anyone  realistically
believed that he would come."

Whitcomb added; "We would
all like to thank him and let him
know that he has gained the
respect of the AU."

SU Treasurer, Gareth Carter
said “I've lost eight hours of my
life, but from the photos it looked
like we were having fun.”

For the first time in three
years, the International History
department, which is situated on
the planned route of the Barrel
run, did not close.

When asked why, a spokesper-
son commented that they had
arranged for security to be in
attendance should the Barrel run
have caused any problems.

However, this year, the run did
not pass through the department
and any potential trouble was
averted.

The department said it origi-
nally closed on the day of the
Barrel because of the excessive
damage and disruption caused to
its property.

'l‘he Atlas Bar at Great Dover Street will not be open next year.

Continued from page 1

In addition, while NBH pays
for all redecoration and repairs to
the Atlas Bar, the Union is
responsible for bar equipment
and the £1,148 was made up of
£987 on a cellar cooling system
and £161 was on maintenance to
the dishwasher.

General expenses were made
up of £520 of solicitor's fees, £145
in legal training for Buttery to be
a licensee and £420 was in reim-
bursement to Harmon for conges-
tion charge.

Speaking to The Beaver, Noke
also questioned the legality of the

Union's actions, saying that the
agreed-upon contract stipulated
the SU give six months notice
before, as opposed to the one
month's notice actually given.

Carter dismissed this argu-
ment, however, stating that the
contract was signed by a member
of the Union who did not have the
authority to do so.

Asked by The Beaver if the
ASC would reconsider its deci-
sion, Carter said “It would make
a mockery of the decision-making
powers of the ASC,” he explained.

"There is no reason to revisit
it," he added.

Visit to decide LSE degree future

Nazir Hussain

The Quality  Assurance
Agency for Higher
Education (QAA) visited
the LSE to begin the process of
deciding whether the School
should be given theé power to
award its own degrees.

It also carryied out an 'institu-
tional audit' of the School.

LSE students currently have
their degrees awarded by the
University of London (UL), with
students' degree certificates car-
rying the names of both the
University and the LSE. All other
aspects relating to the degree,
including the awarding of marks,
however, are dec1ded by the
School.

The first visit involved meet-
ings with the Director, senior aca-
demics and lay governors, senior
School management and the
Students' Union (SU).

The SU executive officers
were involved in a one-and-a-

half hour meeting with the audit
team. Issues raised in the SU's
nine-page written submission for
the institutional- audit were dis-
cussed.

In the submission of its 'criti-
cal self-analysis document' to the
QAA in September, the School
stated that the awarding of
degree-awarding powers "would
clarify possible confusion, partic-
ularly in markets overseas, about
the School's standing: in relation
to its status and the University of
London", and that the School
"would be in a stronger position
to stand alone if current arrange-
ments for the University of
London were ever changed."

Following the visit to the
School, the QAA will prepare a
degree-awarding powers report
by February.

Current LSE students hoping
to graduate with an LSE-award-
ed degree will, however, be disap-
pointed.

The School has stated that if

granted the powers, it would keep
them in reserve, as "any decision
to leave the University, either vol-
untarily or because of some exte-
rior force, would have major
implications for governance and
finance, as well as in academic
terms."

The second part of QAA visit
will examine teaching quality
and will take place in mid-
January.

The departments selected for
Discipline Audit Trails (DATS) are
Government, Law and Social
Policy. In the meantime, the QAA
audit team will conduct meetings
with staff and students to follow
up on particular academic issues
such as teaching and learning.

SU General Secretary Will

‘Macfarlane said, "This is a hugely

important process for the School.
We look forward to being
involved this week and hope that
many students will get involved
in their department's audit trail
at the start of next term.”

NUS marches on Cardiff to block top-up fees for Wales

Alexander George

ive thousand students from
Facross the United Kingdom

gathered in Cardiff last
Thursday for a National Union of
Students (NUS) demonstration
against top-up fees.

Although the decision to
introduce the controversial
changes to University charging
has already been made in
England and rejected in
Scotland, top-up fees have not yet
been introduced in Wales.

As necessitated by the govern-
ment's - controversial Higher
Education Bill passed last
January, the Welsh National
Assembly must approve the fees
before they can be applied to
Wales.

The Assembly has, however,
already ruled out top-up fees for
the academic year 2006/7 and is
awaiting the recommendations of
the Rees Commission.

The Commission, chaired by
Cardiff University's vice-chancel-
lor; Professor Teresa Rees, is not
due to present its findings to the
Welsh National Assembly until
February next year and the
protest was an attempt to demon-
strate the continued opposition
by students to the introduction of
top-up fees.

Unlike the Westminster
Parliament, in the Welsh

Assembly, the Government cur-
rently wields a majority of just
one in the assembly, making a vic-
tory for the NUS all the more
possible.

As the NUS stated in a press
release, "In January 2004 we
brought the Government majority
of 169 down to just five. If we can
achieve that, imagine the impact
we can have in Wales. We believe
we can win it, but it will need a
united show of force."

Indeed, should the Welsh
Assembly decide against the
introduction of top-up fees,
England will be the only part of
the UK with the policy students
in Scotland pay a graduate tax
instead.

At the same time as the
demonstration, students who
could not attend were able to ask
questions to Higher Education
Minister Kim Howells on an
'Education Guardian' web chat..

The NUS, however, said that

Howells only answered a handful
of questions.

NUS President Kat Fletcher
said, "We are delighted that so
many students turned out in
Cardiff to show our united oppo-
sition to top-up fees and student

hardship."
She added that students
would continue demanding

answers from the government and
would work together to prevent
top-up fees being introduced
throughout the UK.

No LSE students attended the

demonstration in an official
capacity.

The LSE Students' Union
General Secretary, Will

Macfarlane, said that the combi-
nation of last week's Annual
Budget meeting, AU barrel and

the visit of French students from
the Sciences-Po University in
Paris for the Entente Cordiale,
meant that there were too many
commitments which made it
impossible to attend the demon-
stration.

Macfarlane told The Beaver
that the LSE SU nevertheless
supported the opposition to top-
up fees in Wales.

NUS on the march in Cardlff

news@lIse.ac.uk
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Champagne'makes Entente Cordiale

Sam Jones
News Editor

tudents from the LSE and

Paris' Sciences-Po met last

Thursday to celebrate the
centenary of the Entente Cordiale
alliance between the French and
British Governments.

Upon their arrival in London,
French students were greeted by
LSE students at Waterloo station.

Their trip, sponsored by
Eurostar, began with a lunchtime
reception in the Shaw Library
where they were addressed by
LSE Director Sir Howard Davies
as well as LSE SU General
Secretary, Will Macfalane and
Chair of the LSE SU French
Connection Society Ségolene
Dufour-Genesson from the LSE.

The group was also welcomed

by one of the principal organisers
of the events, Yves Djimi, who was
previously General Secretary of
the Science-Po’s equivalent to a
Students' Union and is now a stu-
dent at the LSE.
+ LSE SU Communications
Officer Khurshid ‘K’ Faizullaev
has also expended a considerable
amount of time, on behalf of the
SU, to the project.

The French students were
given a tour of the LSE campus
and a visit to the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office.

The climax of the trip for the
visiting students was a reception
hosted the Marquis of Salisbury
at his mansion, Hatfield House,
in Hertfordshire.

The evening included a cham-
pagne reception and tours of the

17th Century property.

The function, which was also
attended by dignitaries involved

with the Franco-British society in

London, included speeches by
Lord Salisbury and the UK
Ambassador to Paris, Sir John
Holmes.

Macfarlane and his counter-
part, Andrei Lorman the General
Secretary of the BDE Sciences-Po
also addressed the guests, speak-
ing of the importance of contin-
ued relations between the youth
and future leaders of the two
countries.

The evening concluded with a
party at the West End club Attica
which was attended by a group of
LSE students representing the
LSE SU.

On the following day the
French students were treated to
the Annual Budget Meeting and

London  sightseeing  before
returning by train to Paris that
evening.

The event marked the formal
closing of this year's entente cor-
diale celebrations, which began
in April at the Chateau de
Breteuil, near Paris with a dele-
gation of LSE students in atten-
dance, the guests of Sciences-Po.

The entente, signed at the
Chateau in 1904, has been credit-
ed with a hundred years of benev-
olent Anglo-French relations.

English and French speakers
alike, however, joked at the often
less than cordial relations
between the two countries.

LSE Director Howard Davies
jokingly referred to the alliance
as one of the biggest mistakes in
British diplomatic history.

The initiative received the

News

Top-bottom; Yves Djimi addresses the crowd assesmbled in the

Marble Hall at Hatfield House. / Photos: Mark Donahue

backing of both the British and
French governments.

French President Jacques
Chirac meet Dufour-Genesson
and Djimi and promised to lend
his "full support" to the venture.

The British Government sup-
ported the venture after the Lord
Chancellor was questioned in the
House of Lords by LSE alumnus
and governor Lord Williams of
Elvel.

3 & 4

Relaxed; Carter drank

whiskey as he o

Nazir Hussain

he Students' Union budget

I for the forthcoming year

was passed without con-

tention at last week's Annual
Budget Meeting.

SU Treasurer Gareth Carter
enjoyed an easy ride during his
near hour-long presentation
before the busy and at times live-
ly audience in the Old Theatre.

utlined the budget for the y:
This was in contrast to his
predecessor, Jo Kibble, whose
budget was passed only after two
consecutive UGM sessions.
Notably present at the meet-
ing were those anxious to prevent
cuts to their society budgets.
Three societies had tabled
motions for increases in their
budgets - the Wine Appreciation
society, Filipino Society and MSc
Accounting & Finance Society, all

°

ear ahead. / Photo: Mark Donahue

AP

of which had failed to get their
amendments through.

The Filipino Society and MSc
Accounting & Finance Society
did not even send a representative
to make a speech on their behalf.

The motion tabled by the Wine
Appreciation Society on the other
hand was discussed at consider-
able length.

Having first proposed to take
£50 each off Question Time and

Television Society, and £100 each
of Debating and Investment
Society, the Wine Appreciation
society amended its proposal to
instead take money off each soci-
ety with an allocation above £60.

The Society, with 98 members
and a budget allocation of £200,
failed to convince the meeting of
the need for a higher budget on
the grounds of high cost of wine
and the commitment of its mem-
bers which was demonstrated by
them paying a £10 membership
fee.

The speech against the motion
was made by the Treasurer him-
self, who said that the SU should
not be funding purely social
activities.

It was also suggested to the
society that they should consider

Budget breezes through for Carter

- sponsorship to finance them-
.selves as many other societies

with expensive persuits resort to.

Most pages of the budget were
approved unanimously, with the
few questions that were asked
being mainly intended as jokes by
members of the AU.

Even the earlier concern
about the high cost of the Three
Tuns refurbishment, barely fea-
tured as Carter demonstrated
that he controlled the Union's
deficit within the target of
approximately £96,500.

The meeting finished five

minutes before time.

the better. -
Always a fan
applauds M

Jack
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Ken Clarke closes LSE ‘chancellors reflect’ series

Alexander George

ormer Chancellor of the
FEx—chequer Kenneth

Clarke spoke on the quest
for the 'holy grail' of low inflation
and growth as well as sending out
a warning for the current chan-
cellor Gordon Brown as he con-
cluded the 'Chancellors Reflect'
lecture series at the LSE last
Monday. Clarke, who was
Chancellor in the Major govern-
ment from 1993 started by joking
that he was grateful that
Conservatives could now come to
the LSE without police protec-
tion.

Clarke, who previously served
as education secretary, health
secretary and home secretary,
said he never expected to become
Chancellor. However, he got the
‘post thanks to his predecessor
Norman Lamont's mishandling of
Black Wednesday and the
European Exchange Rate
Mechanism (ERM).

- Unlike Lord Lamont, Clarke
said ‘that he did not have any
vproblem in principal with the
ERM. He said that the problem
‘Britain suffered was because the

government did not follow the
fiscal discipline the ERM
required.

Clarke described himself as a
fiscal conservative. Influenced by
past Chancellors Geoffrey Howe
and Nigel Lawson, he believed
economic policy should aim to
achieve low inflation, which
would help stimulate growth.

Clarke said he consequently
had to follow a combination of
tax and spending to achieve
healthy public finances. His 1993
budget featured the highest
increase in the tax burden since
the Second World War.

Unfortunately for Clarke, the
Conservative Party fought the
1992 election on reducing taxes.
Clarke described this a 'constant
nuisance' and 'totally irresponsi-
ble.' Nevertheless, he introduced
taxes like the Insurance Tax and
Airport Passenger Tax.

On monetary policy, Clarke -
like his Conservative predeces-
sors - said that he favoured an
independent Bank of England.

Clarke recalled a conversation
between Thatcher and Lawson, in
which the Prime Minister said she
feared an independent bank

News

‘could raise interest rates on the
eve of an election.’

Although he didn't work with
an independent Bank of England,
Clarke had tried to make it more
transparent by allowing it to pro-
duce its own inflation report and
not editing any of the Governor's
speeches.

Clarke said that Britain has
experienced twelve years of
growth and low inflation, not
enjoyed by at any other time in
British history. He took credit for

the first four years. He said he.

wanted to fight the 1997 election
on the economy, but instead the
Conservatives were too obsessed
with Europe and Labour broadly
agreed with Clarke's policy in any
case.

Clarke warned his successor,
Gordon Brown, against compla-
cency. He said, 'Gordon was walk-
ing on water until two or three
years ago', but thinks he is head-
ing for a fall.

Britain is not Europe's fastest
growing economy, according to
Clarke, and his public spending
plans are unsustainable without
raising taxes significantly.

Clarke, a well-known

The Beaver
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Kenneth Clarke, MP who spoke at the LSE last Monday

Europhile, re-iterated his sup-
port for the Euro and said he
believes Britain will eventually
join.

In answer to a question from
the audience, he said he will cam-
paign in favour of the European
Constitution should there be a
referendum. -

In his concluding comments,
LSE Director Howard Davies
said Clarke's lecture was 'a great
end to a fascinating series.' By
Davis' calculation - based on

Brown seeking an unprecedented = -
third term at the Treasury - the
next five chancellors will come_

and speak in 2057.

Visa charge doubles

Shams Sooltangos

he UK Home Office caused

I renewed anger amongst

students last week as it

launched a new consultation

process over a plan to double the

top charge for a visa extension to
£500.

In September last year the
Home Office introduced charges
of £155 for postal visa renewals
and £250 for those wishing to
renew in person.

This decision will affect the
estimated 275,000 overseas stu-
dents that are currently in the
UK, and who bring a total contri-
bution of £10bn a year to the
home economy.

The decision was unsurpris-
ingly not favourably received by
overseas students. One US post-
graduate told The Guardian
newspaper that "it is very expen-
sive to renew visas now and it was
very difficult for me to come up
with enough money.

"This is a source of stress for
international students; we don't
have loads of extra cash lying
around to pay fees that suddenly
come into existence," he added.

One Turkish student went fur-
ther by saying, "Britain tries to
attract foreign students and then
rips them off in this way".

Opponents to the increases
believe that overseas students are
specifically identified as a group
of people who are committed to
staying in England, already pay-
ing considerable amounts of
money, and considered as a well-
resourced captive market which
will have no choice but to pay.

Nevertheless, the Home Office
argued that the charges are not
imposed to deter people from
entering the UK, but to make sure
the scheme is self-funding and
that the British tax payer does
not have to pay the cost of foreign

nationals' visa applications.

However it has been pointed
out that it is unconceivable for a
visa renewal to be worth £155,
£250 or even £500 since the origi-
nal application, which can easily
be processed in less than ten min-
utes, only costs £36.

Salah Mattoo, LSE SU
International Students' Officer,
commented, "the charges are
absurd, and the UK is turning
into a money-making enterprise.
This reflects opportunism and
sheer indifference."

Catherine Marston, policy
adviser to Universities UK,
emphasised the unethical nature
of the visa charges. "Although
visas are granted for the length of
study, people's circumstances
change," she commented, "some
students start in FE and move on
to university, postgraduates often
need longer to write their theses,
while others either fall ill or run
short of cash and have to suspend
their studies."

Critics of last year's visa
charge hikes felt that student's
problems = were exacerbated
because they were introduced
during the summer vacation,
many students consequently had
made no financial provision for
their return.

Given the fierce international
competition for the revenues gen-
erated by overseas students, it is
feared that the charges will deter
prospective students from study-
ing in the UK. Two weeks ago, a
survey of vice-chancellors, con-
ducted by Tories and published in
The Guardian, revealed that
charges to visa processing, partic-
ularly in India and China, had led
to a 14 percent reduction in the
number of people entering the
UK on a student visa in 2003. In
financial terms, this amounts to a
loss of £30m of fees income.

Editorial Comment, page 7

University spin-off companies encourage =2

Kheng Soon Lim

he Chancellor of the
TExchequer, Gordon Brown

has stated that he will
remove tax barriers incurred by
university spin-off companies
that were unintentionally created
in a previous budget.

In this previous budget, a tax
loophole for firms that provided
their workers with share options
rather than bonuses was closed.

Howevér, this had the effect of
increasing the tax burden
incurred by university spin offs
that had been created to market
patents or research ideas.

As a result, many universities
were discouraged from creating
such spin-offs.

Speaking to The Beaver, the

LSE was cautiously optimistic

about the news. Although wel-
coming the tax breaks, the Press
Office pointed out that spin-offs
tended to be more related to the
natural sciences rather than
social science based: "The chal-
lenge for the LSE is to ensure that
social sciences are not forgotten
in this science boost"-said one
LSE spokesperson.

.- However, a closer inspection
of the Chancellor's plans did
indicate a strong pro science bias.

The Chancellor has promised to .

look into Research  and
Development (R&D) tax credits
for medium-sized science compa-
nies, to spend GBP100 million on
promoting Manchester,
Newcastle and York as 'science
cities' and to invest GBP2.5 bil-
lion overall in science over the
next ten years.

Brown also pledged to intro-
duce a pilot scheme in which uni-
versities can build up endow-
ments via matched funding. The
LSE remained taciturn, "we are
looking into what could be the
positive implications of this
scheme for the School" they said.
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Saalim Chowdhury

s part of the LSE SU's cal-

endar of campaign weeks,

AIDS awareness came to
the School this week.

The aim of the week was to
remind people that HIV is an
issue for everyone, with thou-
sands of new cases being diag-
nosed every year in the UK alone.

The Students' Union coordi-
nated events by the Development
Society, DESTIN and People &
Planet. A stall was on Houghton
Street from Monday to Friday
promoting the 'Treat AIDS now'
campaign, which lobbies for
greater attention to be given to
the issue, alongside handing out
red-ribbons, dental dams and
condoms.

The week started with a pho-
tograph exhibition held in the
Underground bar, highlighting
the lives of Zambian orphans
affected by HIV. There was also a
reception with the photographer
who, after a brief talk took ques-
tions about his work for Pepaids,
a British charity operating in
Zambia.

Exhibition organiser, Dinka
Jasarevic, said she "was delighted
that so many people showed
interest in the exhibition, and-
made use of the chance they had
to increase their awareness."

Tuesday and Wednesday saw a
number of panel discussions.

One drew on the wealth of
experience in the postgraduate
student body, bringing together
individuals who had been work-
ing with AIDS education and
related affairs in Ghana,
Equador, and El-Salvador. They
shared their experiences with
others and discussed what stu-
dents can constructively do in the
fight against the virus.

Another brought together

LSE Students contemplate poignant photographs of Zambian AIDS sufferers. / Photo: Mark Donahue.

LSE academics to speak on the
effects of urbanisation and AIDS
and discuss the roles that NGOs
can play in dealing with the
spread of AIDS.

The keystone event was on
Wednesday, which was World
AIDS day itself. To mark the
occasion a candle-lit vigil was
held outside the entrance to the
Old Building on Houghton Street
at 5pm. Many SU officials were
regretful that they were unable to
attend, due to a clash with
entente cordiale events.

Thursday saw the showing of
a film, 'Women are Leading
Change' made by UNAIDS, the

joint United Nations Programme
on HIV/AIDS, which was fol-
lowed by the Development
Society/DESTIN's Condom and
Candy Party held in the
Underground bar, promoting
‘healthy loving', which was well
attended.

Sian Errington, the Students'
Union Education and Welfare
Officer who had been co-ordinat-
ing the week's events, hailed the
whole week as being "really suc-
cessful in raising awareness
across the campus and funds for
charities".

The monies were raised for
Pepaids, a British charity operat-

ing in Zambia which runs a peer
education and support pro-
gramme that works by teaching
life skills needed to overcome cul-
tural pressures and thereby avoid
contracting HIV.

"The LSE SU has long been
acknowledged as being a cam-
paigning Union and almost every
week focuses on one issue or
another, but this year's AIDS
awareness week has been particu-
larly visible. This is due in no
small part to the excellent co-
operation between everyone
involved," said Tina Sloane of the
LSE SU People and Planet's stop
AIDS campaign.

Get Carter: crazed karaoke
compere threatens sabb

Simon Chignell

dispute over payment for
Akaraoke equipment has

led to threats being made
against LSE Students’ Union
(SU) Treasurer Gareth Carter and
the Three Tuns bar.

The SU has hired out the com-
pany Karaoke Gold for karaoke
nights for the last seven years.

However the week in question
was beset with problems as most
essential pieces of equipment did
not work for the event.

Despite the failure of the

equipment, and subsequent fail-
ure of the karaoke event with
only one full song being sung, the
SU resolved to pay half of the
£110 fee to Andrew Goldsmith,
the organiser and owner of
Karaoke Gold.

Goldsmith, however, invoiced
the Union for the full rate.

Returning the following week,
Goldsmith reputedly demanded
Carter's mobile phone number
from the audience.

Goldsmith, better known as
‘Andy Gold’ was said to have told
those seated in the Tuns that there

would be no karaoke until some-
body gave him Carter’s number.

Unable to get through to
Carter, Goldsmith left an abusive
voicemail message on Carter's
phone, demanding a full payment
for his services.

He told Carter that he would
never be coming back to the LSE,
though he threatened: "I will get
my f***ing cousins and uncles
out and we will come round there
and extract the f***ing money
from the bar" if he was not paid
soon.

As a result of the aggressive
message and abrasive behaviour
in the Tuns, Goldsmith was
sacked by the Union.

Carter expressed no concern
over his threat and emphasised
that should Goldsmith turn up
again at the LSE in order to
attempt to intimidate bar staff or
students, security would "deal
with him as they would with any
other random thug."

Carter confirmed that the SU
was looking to finalise a new con-
tract with a different karaoke
company.

No British

Adrian Li

Imost two thirds of over-

seas students studying in

the UK have very few or
no British friends, according to
survey published last week.

Most instead choose to make
friends with people from their
own country, or other interna-
tional students, according to the
results of a poll of 5,000 overseas
students appearing in The
Guardian newspaper last week.

Will Macfarlane, the LSE SU
General Secretary commented, "a
lot of our students take the one-
year postgraduate [courses]
which are very intensive and
don't guarantee accommodation
either, which can make socialis-
ing difficult.

“I think we can do things to
improve it, providing a cultural
shift in university activities away
from the drinking cultures, to
providing more activities for
more groups."

The report also claimed that
overseas students found the
boozy culture on campuses alien-
ating and probably felt uncom-
fortable and unfamiliar with a
'pub-centred’ social life because

friends?

of cultural and religious differ-
ences.

It was also speculated that
overseas students were dedicat-
ing their lives to their studies
rather than their social lives.

LSE SU International
Students' Officer, Salah Mattoo
was more critical of the findings
of the survey however. Speaking
to The Beaver he said " Every stu-
dent has the liberty to do what he
or she wants to. That is, they can
socialise with anyone they want
to. I think a survey does not tell
us anything. Correlations are not
tantamount to truth."

The LSE is recognized for its
diverse student population, with
62 percent of students hailing
from outside the UK, from more
than 120 different countries.

Yuri Saito, a second year BSc
International Relations student
from Japan said, "I do have more
international friends than British
friends. It's nothing to do with
discrimination or racism as such,
but a difference in perceived
lifestyle. Anywhere in the world, I
think you will find that people
will find most comfortable with
those who share similar back-
grounds, values and lifestyles."
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Briefing

‘Bad spelling marrs
News section

The News section of The Beaver
was hit by embarrassment this
week after a further series of
mistakes ruined the otherwise
excellent paper. Words including
‘mar’, ‘honorary’ and ‘it’ were all
spelt incorrectly.

News pages 98, 99

Churchill bombs
Curds

LSE Honorary Vice-President
Winston Churchill has ordered
the systematic gas fumugation of
all LSE catering facilities after it
was alleged that the cheese sold
in its catering facilities was past
its sell by date. C&S originally
ruled the removal of the cheese
unconstitutional but have bowed
to political pressure and reversed
their decision.

News pages 96, 97

Library to close

The School has announced that
the BLPES is to close because, in
the words of the Chief Librarian,
"we just couldn't get it right."
The decision was made after sev-
eral meetings of the Library’s
non-users committee, the
Disinformation Services
Department (DSS). Students
reported they were unable to do
research due to the depository's
new four-minute loan period of
all material not otherwise hidden
in the black hole of the vortex.
News pages 55, 56, 57

blink Approach

Privatise my sex life argues a
right-wing postgrad in this
week's award-winning blink sec-
tion. Also in blink this week, we
challenge the overwhelming and
stifling intellectual hegemony of
the human rights discourse, con-
cluding that international con-
ventions for protecting people
against murder, rape, and torture
are a ridiculous and utopian con-
cept.

blink pages 67,68, 77

Mehk Power

Students' Union has

announced it will be moving
to disaffiliate from the School.

After a campaign led by the
well known and poorly regarded
James Eyton, who often claims
Viking heritage, and Matthew
Sinclair, Badger Managing
Editor, students overwhelming
voted in favour of the SU disaffil-
iating from the School.

Speaking to The Beaver, Eton
said "Students have come to the
proper realisation that the School
no longer represents a body that
we, as decent students, should be
associated with. It's a dirty, filthy,
and sullied institution, quite
innappopriate for LSE students."

Elaborating on the theme of
LSE being unsuited to itself,
Matthew Bodger claimed to be
proud to have led such an historic
vote. "Blair took until in his for-
ties until he started smashing
higher education institutions, I'm
only 21", said the thrilled disease
spreader.

The vote was unusual in the
unity it fostered amongst LSE
hacktavists, from the left and
right.

Matthew Ferret, generally
regarded to be the power house of
the left, said "there is broad con-
sensus on the uncontroversial
issue that students would be bet-
ter off being associated with a
more progressive organisation."

In a shock move, the LSE

T;)ngﬁe;in-cheek

SU to dlsafflllate from School

James Eton, President of the Scandanavian Society, gives his
thoughts on the French at the Entente Cordiale celebrations.

Soviet Committee (C&S) Chair

He added on a wistful note, "I
hear SOAS are looking for addi-
tional departments, they're not
reactionary at all."

Speaking from the right,
Daniel Inmate, said " LSE stu-
dents are so much better than
their School, they should affiliate
to something who shares their
objectives and aspirations."

When asked for an example of
such an organisation, with a
gleam of 1979 in his eye he
replied "the Tory party would be
an obvious start" prompting fears
that the unity over the vote would
be short lived.

Uproar has surrounded a last-
minute effort by Commissars &

Eleanor "on balance good for
China" Zedong, to have the deci-
sion ruled unconstitutional on the
spurrellios ground that the SU's
non-affiliation to the School
would vitiate the purpose of its
existence.

Speaking to The Beaver, the
C&S chair saw no irregularity in
taking a stand against the clearly
expressed will of the student
body, pointing to broad support
from leading figures such as
Vladimir Unkovski-Illych and
Anna Proto-Communist.

continued on page 67
Editorial Comment, page 88

Passfield fire: bin burned to death

SWSSam Jones
Champagne Socialist

precedence, a third Passfield

bin was, last night, burned
horribly to death. A cigarette butt
was arrested at the scene, but
released without charge.

189 of Passfield's 192 resi-
dents were also killed in the
tragedy. Passfield returning offi-
cer and fairy godmother Jimmy
Tam, future queen Simon
Bottomly and curiously named
Fynn Prager (also returning offi-
cer) were the only survivors.

The bin, which contained a

In a tragedy of unrivalled

highly volatile mix of uncounted
ballot papers and political ambi-
tion, was rushed to hospital and
treated with soapy water. After 24
hours of plastic surgery, the' bin
was declared dead.

Tam's hopes at re-election,
alas, remained un-scorched.

Fire-fighters, arriving at the
scene reported that not a single
fire alarm had gone off on
account of Passfield election hus-
tings held downstairs. Quite why
remains unclear, though one non-
existent Passfield insider/fire
chief speculated that Bottomly
was to blame.

The doors to the bar, in which

the 189 incinerated residents
gathered for the hustings, were
mysteriously found to have been
tied shut with tinsel and other
camp Christmas regalia.

Fighting their way through
the construction debris, firefight-
ers eventually made it to the site
of the fire. Deploying "Fallujah"
tactics, the firefighters were able
to ensure that nobody survived,
though the fire was put out.

Tam told The Beaver he had
nothing to do with the purge of
Passfield's "false voters".
Bottomly remained less focused,
and refused to comment, though
his body language spoke volumes.

The Beaver Postbag

Dear Sir,

In case my point was missed in
my previous letters (Beavers pas-
sim inumeratum) I would like to
clarify once again the position of
myself, the director residential
facilities services, halls, hotels,
and firealarms in relation to
every story covered in The Beaver
this year with so much as a tan-
gential relation to my depart-
ment.

The Beaver has once again
completely exaggerated out of all
proportion the totality of the
incident.

I think you'll find, and the SU
Residence Officer will back me up
on this one that I am, as always
beyond reproach, with regard to
every issue raised by The Beaver

about my department (cont pages
94,95,96,97,98 and 99)

Yours,

David Tymms

Director of Truth and
Information Services

Dear Sir,
I find Daniel Freedman’s col-
umn to be offensive.
Yours ever,
Farhan Islam
LSE SU Anti-Racism Officer

Dear Sir,

I feel I should voice my intense
disapproval at Sir Howard
Davies' downing of three pints of
snakebite and a litre bottle of
Asda own-brand vodka at last
week's Barrel. :

I, of course, enjoy a good shot
of Bacardi as much as anyone but
I feel that this obvious pre-elec-
tion AU campaigning is more
than a step too far If the re-
branded "Howie D" does indeed
intend to run for Gen Sec he
would be better suited to concen-
trating on his current, albeit less-
senior, position of the "Director of
the LSE" rather than shamelessly
attempting to woo potential vot-
ers at such events.

If my membership of the fabu-
lous Islamic Society, the absolute-
ly super German Society, the LSE
BNP and the Women in Business
Society has taught me anything it
is that students only vote for can-
didates who have firmly held
beliefs which they would never

swing from just to curry favour
with voters.

As you all at The Beaver
should know, I have no idea what
my plans for next year are, except
to say if I were to serve my fellow
students further by becoming a
Sabb next year, it is possible that
the world economy would col-
lapse and many small children
would die, and as such, I am
undecided on any potential can-
didacy.

Besides that, I am totally
focused on my role as SU General
Halls Secretary, and believe oth-
ers should stop being so curious
about such things.

Yours wonderfully,
Rishi ;-)

- ey
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Atlas carries SU debt

he closure of the Atlas Bar at Great Dover Street is, though a sad
I event that sees the only Union-run bar in halls close at the end
of the calendar year, a necessary one at a time when the Union is

not in the best of financial shape.

While the Students' Union’s role is to provide all students at the
LSE with a plethora services at affordable prices, it must also do
everything possible to at least break even on these ventures to ensure
their long-term viability. The Atlas Bar, going on the Union's financial
projections, was not a viable long-term venture.

With belt-tightening necessary throughout the SU, a bar that was
projected to lose approximately £27,000 in the current financial year
was simply unsustainable. According to SU Treasurer Gareth Carter,
for every pound that the bar made, the Union lost £1.62. Sometimes,
the numbers speak for themselves.

The unfortunate consequences of the decision made by the SU's
Administration and Staffing Committee are that Great Dover Street no
longer has any communal areas, except for a TV room with a capacity
of twelve, in a hall with 450 residents. For the Great Dover Street com-
mittee to now have to schedule hall parties in pubs or bars ruins the
atmosphere for students who choose to live in halls of residence.

Surely it is possible to, no doubt at some cost, install shutters on the
actual bar to keep the common areas open?

It is the least the Union can do for a Hall committee that has
worked incredibly hard to advertise the Atlas bar, put forth proposals
to keep it open, argue passionately against its closure and fight for the
welfare of the Great Dover Street students.

This year has seen The Beaver report on numerous incidents to do
with the LSE's long-term planning for halls such as the ones at Drury
Lane and Crispin Street, which involves constructing new high-priced
halls that have little or no communal areas so that extra rooms can be
installed.

With that in mind, to see the substantial common area at Great
Dover Street closed off to its residents is something the Union must
take responsibility for.

Though the projected financial losses may be great to keep the bar
running for the entire year and will hurt the bottom line, the non-fis-
cal losses of students missing out on the total hall experience will be
much longer lasting.

Absurd visa charges

hile most international students have come to grips with the
fact that the tuition fees and living costs associated with

going to university in this country are incredibly high, being
charged £500 for something so elemental as having a visa renewed is
nothing short of absurd.

The stereotype that international students bleed money and all live
in expensive accommodation and can afford any unforeseen expense is
one that must soon be quashed. The fact is, there are many internation-
al students at the LSE who live their lives on the fringe - many work
part-time within the School and others seek employment in and
around London. Several of them are on some form of student support,
either by way of a loan or a scholarship.

An extra £500 just to renew a document that gives them the right to
live in this country is unfair on them and sends a negative signal to any
prospective international students; it is one more hurdle among many
for students who wish to study in the UK and at institutions such as
the LSE. £500 in a foreign currency, especially for students from devel-
oping countries, is an incredibly steep price to pay for the right to an
education.

Our university is particularly affected by the hike in visa renewal
charges, with our large numbers of non-UK/EU students who must
apply for visas to study here.

Both the Union and the School have done a commendable job in
voicing the concerns of international students, and have done so since
the issue of increased visa charges was first raised a year ago when the
Home Office first made the decision to charge up to £250 for visa
renewal.

The Home Office, however, has shown no signs in the past of giving
them any credence. Why would it do so now?

Apology |Correction

The Beaver would like to apolo-
gise for the language used in the
blink article titled ‘Talking ‘bout
our education’ published in Issue
610 which contained offensive
words in Hokkien.

The Beaver would like to make
the following correction: the cap-
tion on the front page of Issue 610
of The Beaver should have read,
“NUS National President Kat
Fletcher faces the UGM.”

- Letters to the Editor

The Beaver offers all readers the right to reply to anything that appears in the paper. Letters should be sent
to thebeaver.editor@lse.ac.uk, and should be no longer than 250 words. Letters may be edited prior to
publication. The deadline for submission is 3pm on the Sunday prior to publication.

Dear Sir,

I have read the article from
Kheng Soon Lim and am disap-
pointed that The Beaver had
allowed the writer to hijack the
paper with his narrow-minded
and stereotypical view of the
Chinese and Indian population in
LSE. The writer's "holier-than-
thou" attitude and biased view
without offering any constructive
arguments serves to perpetuate
the general perception that
Chinese people have 1)no life and
2)no non-Chinese friends.

Besides being hardworking
and talented, Singaporeans pos-
sess political awareness and
ambition  that one envies and
admires. Most of the
Singaporeans I know excel not
just in academics, but also in
sports and making friends with
other nationalities, necessary due
to their geopolitical condition,
rendering the writer's conclusion
unwarranted.

Hong Kong may be influenced
by Far Eastern fashion, but does
that make its followers inferior to
any of the American-influenced
fashions adopted by far too many
LSE students? Personally, I don't
think anyone should give two
hoots about what other people
think about their dress sense.

I am a Chinese Malaysian, and
proud to be one. Malaysians are
brought up to live harmoniously
with different races and it is not
uncommon to find one with many
friends of differing race and
nationality.

Turning to yet another mis-
conception, it is narrow-minded
and patently fallacious to assert
that there are two types of stu-
dent at the LSE. Such spoutings
are made in blind disregard of the
inevitable consequences of our
celebrated diverse student popu-
lation, both nationality and char-
acter-wise. Further, an interest in
'school politics, national politics
and world affairs' is not a neces-
sary prerequisite to being an
active and participating student.
Such assertions- merely serve to
demonstrate either an extraordi-
narily crude attempt at sensa-
tionalism, or just the extended
blatherings of an individual
unbalanced by a proverbial chip
on his shoulder.

Fortunately, Kheng Lim did

propose some commendable
issues of consideration, but
unfortunately these were

drowned out by the incessant
bashing of different nationalities.
The Chinese have come a long
way, emerging from poverty sta-
tus in just one generation. Most
come to the UK with a single-
minded desire to succeed and
advance through education,
improve their English and experi-
ence Western culture. I hope the
writer shall reflect deeply upon
the fact that many do not have
the same privileges as him,
respect them for who they are and
how they choose to conduct their
life, and not lecture them about
education.

Tey Chun Kee

Committees relative to the
Students' Union to be clarified.

There are a number of areas
where the SU should not be
allowed to interfere with Hall
Committees which are independ-
ently-funded bodies specifically
in existence to serve their own
residents and not other LSE stu-
dents.

Accordingly, Hall Committees
must be allowed to set their own
priorities, represent their own
members specific needs, and
write and amend their own con-
stitutions and governing docu-
ments. This independence must
be maintained especially in the
process of hall committee elec-
tions. When possible, these
responsibilities would surely be
best-served passing to adminis-
trative staff who are independent
of any student politics. As a hall
president, my committee and I
have overseen an election of a
Committee member already this
term and although it was a fair
and well-conducted election, I
believe that this situation could
be improved upon.

The SU must continue to move
to co-ordinate more between
halls, rather than impose its own
structures upon them. It is my
belief that the atmosphere and
localised politics of our halls of
residence enable those who may
typically stay in the background
to become involved and make a
difference. to their fellow stu-
dents. This good-humoured corri-
dor politics should stay in control
of the only people it is relevant to:
residents.

Simon Chignell
Rosebery Hall Society Committee
President

Dear Sir,

Instead of focusing your edit-
ing on the BeaverSports section,
why not turn your attention to
Daniel Freedman's 'The Right
Approach'. Instead of removing
swearwords, remove conspiracy
theories. .Instead of toning down
sexual content, remove his con-
stant barrage of Zionist propa-
ganda. Just cut the damn thing.

Expressing opinions is -all
good and well, but to dedicate a
weekly section of The Beaver to a
one-sided rant about the plight of
Israel in face of its 'terrorist'
opponents is pushing it. Until Mr
Freedman has something useful
to offer in his writing (perhaps
some historical accuracy?), I sug-
gest he be confined to the occa-
sional UGM appearance where
he's open to debate and lacks the
protection of his narrow, self-
obsessed column.

Alex Habachi

Dear Sir,

I was appalled by Daniel
Freedman's column last week
implying that the well-known
incident of Israelis shooting the
12 years old Al-Durra was a
"made-for-tv set-up". France2, the
channel that recorded the inci-
dent is currently taking legal
action in response to the vicious
defamation campaign going on
for the last 4 years.

May I remind Mr. Freedman
that Mohammed was buried in
Gaza along side an ambulance
driver that rushed to rescue him.
A second ambulance driver was
lucky to survive his wounds.

According to Amnesty
International (Oct 2004), the
Israeli army carried out "unlaw-
ful, as willful, killings" of more
than 550 Palestinian children
since September 2000.

Last week, the Washington
Post reported the disturbing story
of Kkilling a 13 years old
Palestinian girl. The shocking
transcript of the Israeli military !
radio transmission said: "She's
running defensively.. a girl of
about 10.. scared to death". Four
minutes later, troops opened fire
on her. An Israeli captain walked
to the spot and fired two bullets
into her head. He started to walk
away, but pivoted, set his rifle on
automatic and emptied his maga-
zine into the girl's body, saying
into the radio: "..even if it's a 3-
year-old, you have to kill him.
Over."

I have no doubt that if this
incident was caught on camera,
someone would try to dispute it
too for the next 4 years.

With such prejudiced report-
ing, I can foresee a bright future
for Mr. Freedman. After all Fox
news is hiring.

Fadi Salem

Dear Sir,

Recent events in Passfield and
decisions taken on the future of
the GDS Atlas bar have shown
that it must be a priority for the
position of Halls of Residence

Dear Sir,

So according to your law cor-
respondent, it would seem that
the Iraqi 'insurgents' are war
criminals who have forfeited
their rights under the Geneva
Convention. I wonder what this
must make the American troops,
or does killing, raping and tortur-
ing innocent Iraqi civilians no
longer fall under the Geneva
Convention?

Atif Ali

Dear Sir,

In response to Mr. Freedman’s
contention in last weeks issue of
The Beaver that I have been
“selective in which minority
groups [I am] concerned about” as
Anti-Racism Officer, I would like
to point out some of the things
that I have been doing since my
election to the Students’ Union
last year.

The main focus of the cam-
paigns that I have been involved
in has been around fighting the
BNP. I'm sure Mr. Freedman is
well aware that the BNP are a
threat to all racial and religious
minorities in the UK.

The Respect Not Racism Week
tried to create an awareness of
these dangers, while also cele-
brating diversity and multicul-
turalism of LSE, especially
through the International Food
Fair, to which all societies were
repeatedly invited. I must thank
all the Exec Committee for all
their help and support; the week
would not have been possible
without them.

Perhaps Mr. Freedman can
advise me on some other meas-
ures that he feels should be taken
to help equality and diversity on
campus, or on some of the suc-
cessful policies that he enacted as
Equal Opportunities Officer last
year.

Farhan Islam
LSE SU Anti-Racism Officer
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Arthur Krebbers explores the
true origins of Santa Clause,
by looking at the legend of
Saint Nicholas.

e is big, fat and jolly. He wears a
Hred costume and never shaves his
long beard. His arrival is like a sec-
ond birthday for the children. He is truly
their biggest friend. They like him for his
generosity and grand collection of pres-
ents. No one knows what he is up to
between January and November. But they
do know something: he will be back in
December, regardless of his state of health,
the weather or the economy... -
Of course, there can be only one person
to whom I am referring to. And I know you
are all waiting to shout out his name; Saint
Nicolas! What? Yes! The good ol' friendly
Saint Nicolas. Who is this holy guy, whom
many of you (excluding possibly some
Catholics) are probably unfamiliar with?
Well, let me tell you this. He is the true
Father Christmas. Santa Claus is merely
his clone. This deserves some explanation,
doesn't it? Let me start by outlining the life
of Saint Nicolas.
He was born during the third century,
the nephew of the Archbishop of Myra
(present day Turkey). Like many of us, he

had rich parents. Unlike many of us, how-

ever, he did not welcome his rich heritage.
Rather, he spent his life giving away every-
thing which was not absolutely necessary
for his survival. Such irresponsible behav-
iour meant there was really only one
employer left for him: God. Thus, Nicolas
became a priest.

And not just some ordinary priest. Oh
no, he also 'did' a few miracles besides the
usual communion. Some say he resurrected

~a drowned sailor who fell from a mast dur-

ing his voyage. Others say he healed almost
a hundred persons in Alexandria during a
'stopover' in Egypt.

And if you don't believe me, ask any
other Saint about his colleague Nicholas.
Saint Peter Damian, for example, called
Mr Nicolas "the glory of young men, the
honor of the elderly, the splendor of priests
and the light of Pontiffs." Not bad, eh? I'm
absolutely confident such words of praise

would make you watch 'St Nicolas - The
movie' if ever released.

That St Nicolas sounds like a very spe-
cial person, doesn't he? He certainly
deserves his holy stature. Now, here comes
the interesting part. The stories about St
Nicolas have made him the patron Saint of
children. After his death, his legend gradu-
ally spread across Europe, including The
Netherlands. In this (beautiful) country,
people started celebrating St Nicolas on
his remembrance day, the 6th of December.
This tradition lasted throughout the
Middle Ages and even survived the refor-
mation. Many Protestants have tried to
abolish the festival, but unsuccessfully.
Many people kept celebrating St Nicolas
and the businesses weren't complaining.
This is because part of the St Nicholas tra-
dition involves giving presents (supposedly
from the saint himself) to children. This is
what good ol' Nicholas did when he saved
three girls from prostitution by throwing

“He is the true
Father Christmas.
Santa Claus is
merely his clone.”

sacks of gold in their room, in order to pay
for their dowry.

So the Orthodox Protestants, realising
their fight was an uphill struggle, tried to
make the most of this 'barbaric' festival.
They used the tradition to stimulate fami-
ly values and good traits amongst the
young generation. It became common doc-
trine that St Nicholas only gave presents to
good children. Those who had been
naughty would be punished. Even the
schools starting using St Nicholas to scare
students (he would probably be a great
director of the LSE).

Over the 20th Century, several other
elements have been added to the festival of
St Nicholas. In Europe we now give pres-
ents on the night before his remembrance
day, on the 5th of December. Hard-working
St Nicholas has also been given a score ofs
servants to help him buy and pack all the
presents. Interestingly enough, these ser-
vants are all pitch black. (I don't know who
made this up, but I suspect some British
National Party-related person...) They are
called 'Black Petes' (or 'zwarte pieten' in
Dutch) and are intensely trained before
allowed to work for the Saint. Being liber-
ally minded, they are also specialised in
certain jobs. This means there are all kinds
of petes: a horse-pete (who takes care of St
Nicholas' horse), a present-pete (who buys
presents), and a clumsy-pete (what task he
is assigned I am not quite sure).

Over the years another silly Dutchman
decided to change St Nicholas' home coun-
try. He no longer lives in his homeland of
Turkey anymore, but has moved to Spain
(either he joined the Arabs and Mohammed
around 600 AD or he fled after the fall of
the Ottoman empire - I don't know).
Finally, Nicholas travels either by horse or
by steamboat and comes to Holland every
year around the 15th of November. :

Now time for the final part of the jig-
saw. What is the relationship between old
friendly person number one (St Nicholas)
and old friendly person number two (Santa
Claus)?

As theYanks among you will know, New
York was originally called 'New
Amsterdam' and was founded by Dutch
settlers. These emigrants brought with
them their tradition of St Nicholas.
Gradually, in the 19th Century, this festival
developed and got mixed up with the
Eastern European tradition of receiving
gifts from Jesus around Christmas. There-
wasn't a definite universal merging of the
two personages until Coca Cola introduced
an advertising campaign with drawings of
Santa Clause as we know him today. The
motive behind this campaign was to boost
sales of cola in the Winter. These soft drink
capitalists did not expect a second result:
the establishment of Santa Claus as we
now know him today.
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over ten times last week as an

excuse to escape a conversation
with one of the charity workers seeking to
collect debit details on behalf of Amnesty
International. It is normally hard enough
to wander to class on Houghton Street, but
now we have a new barrier to block our
paths. Don't get me wrong; I can avoid
making eye-contact with the best of them,
but when I can't look left for fear of the
union groups or right for fear of being
asked to make a charitable donation, the
only place left is at the floor. Whilst this is
novel at first, it rapidly loses its appeal as
this reporter trips over in public yet again.
And who should help you up? Why, the
trusty yellow arm of a friendly chap in an
Amnesty jacket. As I dust myself off and
recover from my humiliation the question
arrives hammering at my bruised ego:
"Could I talk to you about making a dona-
tion?" It is at this point that you get fed up,
you have one bruise too many.

Don't get me wrong, I consider myself
as charitable as the next guy but this week
has made me strongly consider changing
sides. I applaud all who work for charita-
ble groups and spend their time helping
those in need but the continual repetition
of being told the same information over
again, as well as the hostile manner in
which my attention is sometimes acquired
has just been too much. Described by
Student Union General Secretary, Will
McFarlane as “a bit overaggressive” and by
many others as "a nuisance," popular opin-
ion reflects that this week's charitable
bombardment has gone too far. Should
Houghton Street be made the target of
such campaigns? Or should the streets of
our campus be restricted to our campaigns
only?

It is important to stress that the work-
ers on our streets this week do not strictly
work for Amnesty International. They
work for an agency called Dialogue Direct
which collects money for 10 different char-
itable organisations. This point was appar-
ent when I spoke to Chris Grollman, the
Co-Chair of the SU's Amnesty
International Society: “It isn't Amnesty
International who has been telling these
people to come to Houghton Street.”

There is nothing peculiar about this, in
fact the use of charitable agencies is very
common in London, for many people

. though, this has not been the problem.

More particularly, it has been the con-
duct of the 'Dialoguers' that has caused
problems this week. At points many have
considered them overly forceful and whilst
there have been no specific complaints

" Ialready donate.” I must have said it

about their conduct, some claim that they
have placed more pressure on foreign stu-
dents, who, with their weaker grasp of the
English language, have found it much more
difficult to say no. Furthermore, it has been
questioned whether our high foreign stu-
dent population has been the reason for
their work in the area. After all, London
has many more populated and more afflu-
ent areas than Houghton Street, are stu-
dents just easier to intimidate than the
average Oxford Street shopper or the
stereotypical businessperson rushing off to
a meeting?

“..are students just easier
to intimidate than the
average Oxford Street
shopper or the stereo-
typical businessperson
rushing off to a meet-
ing?”

While questioning Sarah McMillan,
head of Dialogue Direct's dealings with
Amnesty International I was told that
where her group operates "is largely gov-
erned by the local authorities or owners of
‘private sites' which grant [them] permis-
sion to fundraise within their areas." She
further explained that: "It may well be the
case that students and young people are
more responsive to the causes we repre-
sent."

This point is certainly reasonable; it is
entirely possible that the LSE student
body represents a more conscientious tar-
get audience for charitable groups.
However if this is the case why can't large
charitable organisations focus on using
internal members of the LSE or at least
work with groups such as.the SU's
Amnesty International Society?

Another problem discussed has been
simply about location. It is hard enough to
sprint down Houghton Street, frantically
trying to attend the class that started 10
minutes ago, without being stopped three
times along the way. One unnamed source
described his experience and claimed they
"just don't get the message." He explained
how he had been asked to donate and tried
to use the excuse "I don't have my bank
details on me." Following this, one of the
'dialoguers' offered him a mobile phone
with which to call his bank and discover

It ain’t what
you do it’s
the way that
you do it!

Features correspondent Steve Gummer
investigates the yellow-clad charity work-
ers operating on Houghton Street.

his details. In an attempt to further his
excuse he then protested that he didn't
know the number of his bank. The response
to this was the production of a list with all
the local banks' numbers printed on it.

However it would not be fair to portray
this as a technique of just Dialogue Direct.
Many Charity fundraisers use it when ask-
ing for donations on the streets. It may
even be considered helpful behaviour. The
problem is quite simply the length of time
it takes for a student to escape the clutch-
es of an average 'dialoguer' when trying to
get around the campus.

A further complaint concerns the strat-
egy of 'dialoguers' on Houghton Street, this
reporter asked two of them the same ques-
tion concerning their strategy: "Who is
your target audience?"

Answer 1: “It's not about harassing peo-
ple, it's about letting people who already
have donating on their to-do list get it out
of the way.'

Answer 2: "It's about encouraging and
attracting totally new members and creat-
ing an awareness of Amnesty International
where there was none before."

Hmmm... These two ideas don't exactly
correspond do they? However to judge
these workers in this way seems too harsh
as it is likely that they will all have differ-
ent motives and goals when conducting
themselves in the workplace. Indeed
another passer-by claimed that: "They told
me a lot about Amnesty International and
didn't mention money once."

Perhaps we are being too harsh. Is it
hypocritical to agree with a cause and then
say it is a great plan, just don't bother me
with it? Amnesty does raise a great deal of
money and support for its causes each year,
as well as for the worthy causes of others.
With this in mind should we perhaps con-
cur far more with Chris Grollman who
explained: “It is logically in the charities'
interests to try to raise money wherever
they can; they are having success in signing
people up in this street.”

Yet whether advertent or not, one does
wonder about the location of such a group
at the LSE. Is the student body being
grilled for money as it is unlikely they will
say. no or are these groups genuinely inter-
ested in recruiting the next generation of
‘dialoguers'? Are we reluctant to be
reminded that there is a continual need to
help others less fortunate than ourselves?
Or are we simply suggesting that the tim-
ing for such debate is wrong when we are
sprinting down Houghton Street in a vain
attempt to attend class on time?

Musmgs
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Point and Counterpgint

Singing to a different iTune

Sarah Taylor tackles the fashionistas and explains why the iPod is not on her Christmas list

-t the best of times, let alone the
Amoming after an unprintable night
out, it’s nigh on impossible to face
the outside world in all its sickening glory,
so drowning out reality has become some-
thing of a profitable market. Thus, the per-
sonal stereo has become an essential for
any self respecting music fan and we'’re a
long way from the simpler times of the tape
Walkman. The discman is falling into dis-
use because of its tendency to skip and
bulky inconvenience. My current machine
of choice is a minidisc recorder, which can
fit four albums onto a disc the size of a
credit card, has valiantly survived 18
months of battering in the bottom of my
bag and doesn’t need recharging every few
hours.

These are but relics, however. With the
iPod revolution in full swing the number of
white headphones attached to swaggering
idiots suggests that not only are we well
and truly into the much prophesised digital
age, but also that with its inception music
lovers have become perfectly happy — nay,
eager - to wear the equivalent of a “Do mug
me, I'm carrying a £250 piece of machin-
ery” sign in deepest Shoreditch.

But I digress. My loathing of those
white headphones is but a minor factor in
my hatred of the iPod. As is the fact that
with puny playback and a flimsy mecha-
nism, it is a vastly overrated piece of tech-
nology. I can even overlook the fact that
the iPod’s competitor, the Creative Zen
Touch has the same hard-drive space, bet-
ter playback time, can support WMA and
.wav files as well as mp3, and is signifi-
cantly cheaper.

My main beef with iPod is the old
chestnut about downloading Kkilling the
music industry. I'm not, however, a solicitor
getting wet at the thought of the easy
killing of a 12 year old ‘pirate.’ Indeed, I'm
a firm believer that peer-to-peer file shar-
ing is a positive influence on music as a
whole, allowing the skint and needy to find
chart music and rarities alike on the net;
broadening our collections and encourag-
ing us to attend more gigs, as well as using
the better programmes as venues to talk
serious music with like-minded criminals.
With excellent programs on offer through
which you can share full albums in min-
utes, there’s no excuse to download three
minutes of static from Kazaa.

The main casualty of peer-to-peer file
sharing seems to be the single, a medium
which based on the charts is aimed mostly

at children and crazy people and I would
venture that the £3.99 price tag for one

song and two pointless remixes probably °

isn’t helping the slump in sales. By con-
trast, this year the UK has seen a three per-
cent increase in album sales, making 2004,
despite music piracy, the best year for

albums in history. Admittedly almost all of -
the top selling albums are complete tripe, °
but it’s still compelling evidence that giv- -

ing music away is not necessarily harming
these individuals in the way that the
whimpering bed-wetters at the British
Phonographic Industry would have you
believe. As The NME pointed out last week,
it is a bit much for Pete Waterman, the man
responsible for Steps, to accuse anyone of
“damaging music”.

My problem is actually with the new
legal downloading sites. One practical
gripe is that they are ludicrously legally
complex because of the varying attitudes
of record labels concerning the number of
downloads, copies and streams you should

tive impact on the music industry may
prove far greater than any caused by
Kazaa. A further problem is that it has
become fashionable in some circles to sug-
gest that anything recorded after 1969 is
worthless, and albums nowadays are noth-
ing but 2 good songs and 9 filler tracks. The
truth is that even in the supposed cultural
wilderness of 2004, exciting music is being
made by angry, intelligent boys and girls in
garages and cheap studios worldwide. It is
as true as ever that a good album is a form
of communication with the listener. Most
excellent albums have some kind of cohe-
sion, a glue which sticks the tracks to each
other and to your brain, and can only be
properly appreciated when played in their
entireties. The best material produced by
The Libertines or The White Stripes, let
alone The Velvet Underground or David
Bowie, most certainly has not hit MTV.
The iPod is the weapon deployed by
Apple to kill this. With the ability to make
playlists on the machine and the purchas-

get for your 99p. Moreover, the iPod-doesn’t
actually support files from many of them.
My main hatred, like all irrational ones,
is more sentimental. Now that consumers
are actually being encouraged to pick and
choose which tracks they deem fit to own,
swathes of people are downloading just the
singles, ignoring the tracks in between
which make up the delicate tapestry of the
record. This is a development whose nega-

ing of individual tracks without the deter-
rent threat of legal action, it has become
easy to fall into the instant gratification
trap, playing only the songs you know well
and neglecting the rest of the album. All
rather safe and boring, the very things
decent music claims to fight against. By
buying into the Apple Empire with its
alluring colours, caché and enormous
advertising budget, we are helping one

very large and powerful company become
larger and more powerful to the detriment
of the very industry it claims to have such
an interest in. We seem to have reached a
sad stage where it’s an unexpected
achievement for an indie band to put out
even a second record, and if albums
become unprofitable for all but the U2s of
the world then we’re through the looking
glass, people.

“Make a day of music
shopping in the glorified
record-store-come-dis-
honest-drug-dealer that
is Camden Town.”

It’s indefensible when you consider the
alternatives. Ignoring file sharing, a 14
track recent album will cost £10 from a
decent record store, cheaper than down-
loading the whole thing from iTunes.
Remember: Virgin and HMV are soulless
vacuums. Don’t encourage them by buying
anything in there other than in a dire
emergency. Quite apart from anything else,
proper record stores are fun. Fopp has a
great “suck it and see” returns policy and
sexy staff who will gladly advise or chat to
you about bands, gigs and what Pete
Doherty has been up to lately. Make a day
of music shopping in the glorified record-
store-come-dishonest-drug-dealer that is
Camden Town. For your money you not
only get the music free from stupid licens-
ing laws, but you get an actual physical
item complete with artwork, lyrics and
pretentious rants. Gets you out the house,
too.

I'm well aware that the iPod will con-
tinue to flourish, and perhaps even iron
out some of its own glaring kinks. I know
that my views on how we should listen to
our chosen music, and what that music
should be, could be considered snobbish. I
certainly hope that I will be proved wrong
and that album sales will continue to grow.
Furthermore and I'm deeply ashamed to
admit this, I accept that even I have come
to a point where I need a digital device
capable of handling a large amount of
music data. I'm going with a Creative
though. An indie girl will always back the
underdog.
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The Apple of my eye

Proud owner Stacy-Marie Ishmael defends the iPod

he most traumatic of my recent

experiences here at the LSE — more

appalling than the sight of a naked
rugby fresher dangling through the Brunch
Bowl, more dispiriting than the fruitless
search for library books during an essay
week, more depressing than a 9am class on
a freezing Monday morning - was the loss
of my iPod.

Thirty gigabytes of painstakmgly pro-
cured, lovingly labelled and carefully cate-
gorised music of every conceivable genre,
epoch and persuasion: gone, in an instant.
In the lonely, music-less weeks that fol-
lowed, I realised for the first time just how
dependant I had become on that ice-white
gadget.Nor am I alone in this obsession: by
2006, there will be over 23 millionpeople
worldwide sporting those ubiquitous white
headphones. The members of this so-called
iPod Generation, although disparate
demographically,are unified by an abiding
love of music and a related willingness to
invest ludicrous amounts of time and
money on their “Walkman for the 21st
Century.”

There is a common (mis)conception that
the digital music revolution is leading to
the obsolescence of the album format: the
end-user is merrily downloading singles at
79p a pop, to the detriment of album sales.
There are several reasons why I believe this
to be, if not a fallacy, at least an exaggera-
tion. First, people who are actually willing
to pay for music from online sources are
likely to have extensive record collections
as well. In my case, over 80 percent of the

music on my dearly departed iPod was
ripped from albums purchased the old
fashioned way: in a record store.
Furthermore,’it would cost approximately
£7,900 pounds to fill an iPod to its 10,000
song capacity if one relied solely on pur-
chasing singles online.

It is also interesting to note that on the
iTunes Music Store [ITMS], for instance,
some albums are only available in their
entirety. This a clear recognition that some
albums just cannot be broken up into dis-
crete tracks. Indeed, certain records (such
as Nirvanals legendary Unplugged) are

-cheaper to purchase in their entirety
£7.99 for fourteen tracks. Finally, and sen-
timentally, the rush of going to Reckless
Records and searching through the clut-
tered racks for that elusive calypso classic,
finding it and dashing home to reverently
flip through the liner notes is not one that
can be matched by adding a digital track to
an online shopping cart and clicking ‘buy
now.’ No self respectmg music addict will
denythat.

As for peer-to-peer sharing, the issue is
one of quantity vs. quality. While you can
find almost anything on Kazaa, for
instance, much of it is rubbish. People who
regularly drop acronyms like VBR and AAC
into their daily conversations, and who can
wax poetic on the merits of Ogg versus
MP4 are unlikely to source much of their
music on Kazaa or similar file-sharing net-
works. P2P networks can be useful, howev-
er - they are quite handy for finding
obscure tracks that might not be available

in stores or from other, legal alternatives,
and they are particularly good at introduc-
ing one to new artists and genres. In 2001,
out of the ashes of Napster’s demise, a
website called Audiogalaxy emerged,
phoenix like, and changed my life forever -
or at least, for the year before the RIAA
shut it down. Audiogalaxy offered an
amazingly intelligent ‘if you downloaded
these people, you’ll love them’ feature
alongside its repertoire of digital music.
What set Audiogalaxy apart from its peers
was the fact that if offered free web space
to musicians who wanted to promote their
music. The range and quality of the music
available for download was unbelievable.
My musical horizons widened proportion-
ate to the depletion of my hard drivespace.

Yet, the changes wrought by the rise of
digital music have not only affected the
way that we obtain music. The ability to

have at one’s fingertips any where from
four to four hundred albums - as well as
the dynamics of shuffle and infinitely cus-
tomisable playlists - has had a profound
effect on listening habits. Owners of digital
music players often find themselves listen-
ing to songs that they had long neglected,
rediscovering old favourites or finally real-
ising, upon the 15th listen, that the
Libertines are massively overrated. The
daily commute or queuing in Natwest are
rendered (almost) bearable by the quality
tunes stashed in one!s pocket.

Digital music has also, for better or
worse, made DJing more accessible to the
average Joe or Jane. An iPod (yes, there is a
clear bias here), a laptop and some speak-
ers are all that is really needed for a truly
legendary house party. Assuming, of
course, that one’s taste is music is at least
as good as one’s taste in mp3 players.
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Dr Damien Chalmers

We caught Dr Chalmers just as he was
planning a quiet lunch...

b:Law: What do you think is positive about
the draft constitutional treaty?

DC: It will make the EU more coher-
ent, giving greater Parliamentary control
over the executive and ensuring accounta-
bility. It will also enhance Fundamental
rights, which will make negotiations with-
in the EU more visible. Democracy will
also be enhanced as the draft treaty will be
concentrating on policies on Asylum and
Immigration.

b:Law: What do you think is negative
about the EU constitution?

DC: It's 'dodgy’ in the sense that it is
highly contentious. It will increase admin-
istration and bureaucracy in the Council.
Moreover, the public hate participation in
the EU: "Sun run Europe" or "Boris
Johnson Council!"

b:Law: When do you think the draft consti-
tution will actually come into effect?

DC: I don't think it will come into
effect in the near future. If there is a refer-
endum in the UK and Poland, they are
bound to vote 'no'. There is also big debate
in France about this with French socialists
and issues on tax varying.

b:Law: Do you think the proposed EU con-
stitution is another phase towards a feder-
al structure in the EU? United States of
Europe?

DC: There are probably going to be
common policies, especially between
France and Germany. However, the EU
won't really become federal like the USA:
it won't have its own football team! It cer-
tainly won't become a federal Europe of 25
states either. The EU will probably enlarge
more, which is good. I see enlargement like
the Berlin Wall, liberalisation! The EU
should be open and states should have a
choice to join.

b:Law: Are you 'for' or 'against' the UK's
membership in the EU?

DC: I support the UK's membership. I
think the EU itself is a good thing, for
example it introduced social policy in the
UK's legal system. It is true however that
the EU has its unattractive side as well and
is highly contentious. In particular, I am
disappointed with certain judgements of
the European Court of Justice. I see the EU
as an 'Ocean' and a 'horizon,' as it is forev-
er challenging, especially in the context of
a constitution in the EU. Others may label
it as 'faceless bureaucracy,' or remember
Peter Mandelson as soon as the topic of
Europe comes up!
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Does the proﬁbsed EU

Ruby Bhavra asks the LSE's very own Louis Walsh, Sharon Osbourne and Simon Cowell, a.k.a. Dr Damien
Chalmers, Dr Imelda Maher and Professor Martin Loughlin, their judgement on the proposed European Union
constitution and compares their opinions to those of LSE students.

Dr Imelda Maher

We discussed the proposed EU constitution
just as she was grabbmg her "happy cof-
fee"

b:Law: How do you think member states
will react to the draft constitutional
treaty?

IM: It really depends on what on the UK
and France, and their referendums.
However, the problem here is that the peo-
ple don't know enough on the EU, so how
will they vote? That's the main issue here.

b:Law: Do you think the proposed EU con-
stitution is another phase towards federal-
ism in the EU? United States of Europe?

IM: I don't think you can compare federal-
ism in the EU with the USA model. USA
is more about migrants and all. The
German model is perhaps a better compar-
ison.

b:Law: What effect do you think the pro-
posed EU constitution will have on democ-
racy in the EU?

IM: I think the draft constitutional treaty
will enhance demos in the EU because it
will make the EU more accessible to peo-
ple. With a book of rules, the people can
just take a look and know more about the
EU.

b:Law: So, you think the draft constitu-

. tional treaty is a good thing?

IM: To an extent, yes, because of this idea
that it will make the EU more accessible.
It will perhaps make legislation stricter
and reduce the possibility of the elite tak-
ing over the EU. The weakness is, however,
that it is not just that the people don't
know enough about the EU or the draft
constitutional treaty; it's the fact that they
aren't interested either.

b:Law: Are you 'for' or 'against' the UK's
membership of the EU?

IM: I don't think it is in my place to say.
The UK will always have this issué on
whether they are the 'top dogs.'" I don't
think the UK can really afford to be apart
from the EU, particularly for economic rea-
sons. Blair goes on promising Bush good
trade, which he is getting from other EU
member states! The alternative is that if
they aren't part of the EU, then they could
be part of EFTA, which will guarantee
them trade, but the.EU is much stronger.
In some respects, the EU constitution will
probably benefit the UK because they
don't have another codified constitution
which they can compare with, like the
French or German states.

Professor Martin Loughlin

This interview was the most active, via
exchange of emails...

b:Law: How important do you think a con-
stitutional order is within an organisation
such as the EU?

ML: Almost all associations require
constitutions, as they establish the purpos-
es of the association and the terms on
which it carries out its businesses. The f
LSE SU and its societies all have constitu-
tions in this sense. The EU is no different;
the existing treaties create a constitutional
framework for decision-making.

However, the debate over the EU con-
stitution extends beyond this technical
question. We must differentiate two
strands of debate. The first is whether the
proposed EU constitution will enhance the
effectiveness of the EU's operations. The
second, which is more contentious, con-
cerns the nature of the EU project. Is the
EU simply an organisation created by
nation states using their treaty-making
powers to promote common objectives? Or
does it involve the building of new rela-
tionships between the peoples of Europe
and their institutions of government to
forge a new unitary framework of govern-
ment rooted in a common identity of a
European people?

b:Law: What affect do you think the draft
constitution will have on member states?

ML: The main effect is likely to be the
extension of qualified majority voting,
which will complicate the dynamics of
political decision-making at the EU level.

In the UK, farmers like the EU and
fishers hate it; just as environmentalists
embrace it while market traders shun it.
But I suppose the quest