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Police Investigate Death

CID officers are examining the circumstances surrounding the discovery
of the body of a female youth outside Rosebery Hall last week. Official
sources remained tight lipped at the time of going to press owing to the
sensitive and inconclusive nature of the issue. :

News Team

body was found in the alleyway
Abetween Rosebery Hall and the

Public Records Office late last
Thursday night.

The deceased was identified on
Monday as a young Australian female. She
was wearing a grey jumper, dark striped t-
shirt and red corduroy trousers. Police have
requested that anyone with any information
contact Islington police station on 0171
421 0283.

The discovery was made by a student,
and first aid was given to the casualty
without success by one of the Hall’s
officers. Police were called, and sealed off
the area.

Students at the hall were required to
give extensive details of their movements
during the night in question as authorities
attempted to determine the identity of the
deceased. Early speculation among
residents and LSE students centred around
the possibility that a resident could have
died. Shortly before the Beaver went to
press, however, David Segal, the Assistant
Secretary of the School, confirmed that the
body was not that of an LSE student.
Exhaustive attempts to account for every

Rosebery resident had been made, before
the deceased was reported missing to
police by a friend. Identification was
subsequently made.

Narius Aga, the General Secretary of
the Student’s Union, commented that the
police were conducting a full investigation.
Speaking to the Beaver he said that the
School were “co-operating fully” with the
authorities.

The Warden of Rosebery Hall, Dr.
Hanhimaki, was unavailable for comment
at the time of going to press. Islington
CID, who are handling the case, said that
they were “treating the death as
suspicious,” but would not reveal any more
details at the time of writing.

Some criticised the authorities for their
taciturnity over the affair, claiming that
students should be told more details in
order to put their minds at rest. Such a
viewpoint must be balanced against the
_desire of those concerned not to make
premature statements which could
jeopardise the investigation.

Counselling has been made available
to those most affected by the incident,
according to one source. There can be
little doubt that this tragedy has left the
campus in a state of confusion and shock.

Rosebery Hall, the scene of the Tragedy.

Photo: Jon Fencon-Fisher.

Build

Chris Roe

The Student’s Union has proposed a
move from its current position in the
East Building to more modern and
accessible premises, possibly in a new
building.

Narius Aga, General secretary of the
SU , told the Beaver that the present
situation of the Union in general, and the
sabbaticals, offices in particular, was short
of ideal. He pointed out that the rooms are
“shabby” and “haphazard.” More
importantly he added that disabled access
to the current facilities was “impossible.”
He was of the opinion that the obstacles to
wheelchair users deterred them from
visiting sabbaticals, let alone standing for
election.

A more pleasing and convenient

Ing for the future

alternative to the status quo would be a
situation where SU services were located
under one roof, according to Aga. The
current arrangements, he felt, were in need
of “a breath of fresh air”, and relocation
could provide this tonic. Narius also
ventured that the project to find new
accommodation for the Union could be
integrated as part of a more general long
term plan to improve the Portugal Street
area to establish a more aesthetically
pleasing campus.

Aga suggested specifically that Parish
Hall, the building which currently houses
the LSE Nursery as well as non-LSE
tenants, could eventually become the home
for a rejuvenated Union. The idea for this
apparently originated in a conversation
with Mr Michael Arthur, the Head of
Accommodation Planning and Services.

However, Mr Arthur was cautious about
the putative project. Talking to the Beaver
he pointed out that refurbishing the
building was a “highly sensitive” issue, and
certainly not a venture that would be
undertaken lightly. The interests of the
current tenants would have to be fully
taken into account, as well as financial
considerations. He emphasised that the
proposal remained speculative at the
moment, and that no action was likely to be
taken in the near future.

Max Steuer, the Chair of the
Houghton Street Project Group, was
equally keen not to raise undue hopes about
a resited Union. He told the Beaver that
“while it is desirable to work out better
premises for the SU” there was “nothing on
the cards at the moment.” He cited the
School’s expectation that it would be

moving to County Hall as one factor that
had slowed plans to develop the Houghton
Street area. He insisted that talk at the
moment is “speculation”, and that
development of the LSE involved
reconciling a “complicated set of
interactive proposals.” In principle,
however, he expressed support for new SU
premises, stating that there is “a good case
for improvement.”

There have, nonetheless, been rumours
of plans to improve the LSE site. Professor
Giddens, the LSE Director, stated himself
in a recent Guardian interview that he saw
that many of the institution’s buildings
were in need of renovation, and the School
had to spend money to keep up with the
competition. Mr Arthur mentioned that
ideally the Portugal Street area would be
pedestrianised, providing that Westminster

Council were favourably disposed: He also
said that “possibly a landmark building”
would be included in the development, but
was keen not to comment prematurely on
the location or occupants of such an
edifice. On a brighter note, he remarked
that it was a “good idea in theory” to
upgrade the Union’s profile.

It is evident that these plans are still at
the conceptual stage, and that negotiations
have not even begun. Mr Arthur stressed
that the proposals were nowhere near the
Committee stage. It also seems likely that
the Students’ Union would face
competition from other quarters for the use
of at least part of any LSE accommodation.
At the same time the Arguments in favour
of a new home for the Union seem valid.
Whether these visions will take on a more
corporeal form remains to be seen.
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News
From
Nowhere

I have got ghosts in my flat. My three
flatmates and I have agreed that there is a large
population of these metaphysical beings
tramping the corridors of our humble abode
each night. I mention this because disturbing
reports from Leeds University have forced us to
reconsider our conclusion that the creatures of
the night are of the zombie variety, and not
something more sinister. The word on the
street is that five female students in Leeds,
upon investigating a mysterious banging in the
wee hours found not, as they first expected,
sheet clad pioneers of death, but rather a naked
man waving his clothes in the air like some
kind of standard bearer and demanding entry.
After he tried to remove the letter box for no
apparent reason the girls found occasion to
contact the boys in blue who promptly removed
the man and identifying him as a well known
flasher who had been targeting the area for
some time. All I can say is thank god I don’t
have a letter box.... :

However, I do have occasion to ponder
upon the reasons for the seemingly unavoidable
attraction that road signs and a certain breed of
pissed students seem to possess for each other.
An incident in Reading has given rise to this
query, whereby sticky fingered students are
being urged to return their numerous collected
trophies from presumably horribly boring
drunken nights on the town.

The students have been told that they can
hand back their various pieces of memorabilia
at a ‘Roadsign Amnesty’ (bizarre) at their
Student Union. This is a measure taken to
avoid red-faced students from having to pop
into a police station to confess their crimes.
One intelligent student announced that the
scheme would fail because ‘road signs cost a
lot of money and, let’s face it, our parents pay
the money for these things’. Well buster, all I
can say is that if your parents are smart enough
to have a job and be tax-paying members of our
community, you must have been spawned by
the milkman....

There are more offspring of said milkman
at Bristol University where students are being
blamed by police for the theft of over 300
traffic cones. One culprit, whose identity has
understandably been withheld, said that ‘you
know you're a proper student when all you
have left in your wardrobe is a traffic cone hat.’
For ‘student’ read ‘cock without a life’.

A press officer for the Avon and Somerset
Constabulary (like you give a f**k) announced
that ‘No stone will be left unturned and no
efforts will be spared in recovering the missing
traffic cones. All patrolling officers have been
given descriptions of these vital pieces of
equipment and details of how they might be
disguised’. What??? Allegedly there has been
a surge in numbers of serious criminal incidents
in Reading due to the fact the all policemen are
walking around with their heads buried in
diagrams of traffic cones disguised as trees,
hats, cars and elephants. What is the world
coming to?

And well might I ask after news that a
Bristol couple has been awarded £250 cash
compensation due to ‘being plagued for years
by noise pollution from students who reside in
the flat above them. The council has agreed to
pay the fine after resolving to try and raise
student awareness of the problem. My belief is
that they should have told the couple to shut up
or ship out and told the student to pump up the
volume to drown out the noise of the whinging
mingers downstairs. All I can say is that they
should be thankful that they are not plagued by
the noctural wanderings of beings from beyond
the grave....

Virtual Is
Reality

Dan Lewis-

More anti-fees steps trodden

Matt Brough

Calling all 3rd years - at least those
who can be bothered to try and get a job.
Tired of trudging around endless
milkrounds and overcrowded career fairs
hosted by uninspiring company
representatives representing your old
headmaster? Want to see potential
employers without all the hassle of donning
you power suits or shoulder pads? Well
why not try a virtual careers fair?

Gradunet, a company specialising in
recruitment over the internet, are holding
their second Virtual Careers Fair on
Wednesday, November 26th from ten thirty
to four. Representatives from 15 top
employers such as the Bank of America,
the Civil service and the Home Office will
congregate at the surf and shoot cyber cafe
on Oxford street but you can speak to them
over the net simply by finding a computer
and dialling up www.gradunet.co.uk. There
will be an opportunity to ‘chat’ in real time
with the representatives, find out
information about them and many other
companies and generally take one step
closer to life in the real world.

Gradunet managing director Adam
Bass believes “There is now nothing virtual
about getting a job via the internet. By
accessing our permanent web site and
visiting our virtual fair, real students are
getting real jobs with some of the best
employers in the UK.”

Inquiries to Aaron Fox or Lucy
Shrubsall at 0171-354-4800, or e-mail on
gradunet@easynet.co.uk.
www.gradunet.co.uk is open now for
students to register and the fair itself opens
at 10.30 on Wednesday 26th November.

The LSE goes into anti-tuition fees
overdrive from December 1 as the LSE
Student Union starts their ‘Stop Fees
Week’, a campaign that hopes to both
increase awareness amongst LSE students
of the looming threat of tuition fees and to
actually get something done about them.

Although currently still in the planning
stages, Health and Welfare Sabbatical
Yuan Potts revealed to the Beaver that
events should include; An organised
student lobby of Common’s MPs both in
person and through postal lobbying, the
presentation of the LSE SU anti-fees
petition to Education Minster, David
Blunkett, and an event rumoured obliquely
by Potts as being “a top secret, exciting
press stunt!”

When asked as to why the week’s
campaigning was important to the LSE,
Potts made the following statement;

“Tuition fees will severely restrict
access to higher education for those within
lower income groups. Worse still the recent
revelations that tuition fees will be charged
up front will prove even a greater
disincentive to prospective students.

“We want to make it clear during the
campaign that it is important overseas
students join the fight against tuition fees
as the LSE (along with all higher education
institutions) will receive no money from
them for at least five years. There will be
no benefits in relation to quality education
and LSEs financial difficulties will increase
the prospect of top up fees.

“Tuition fees are simply a poll tax on
students.”

If you wish to join the LSE Students
Union “Stop the Fees” Campaign Team
either pick up a form and return it to SU
Reception or call Yuan Potts on (0171) 955
6709.

Passionate protest: it's not history yet. Photo: Library.

Bad Service

Dhara Ranasinghe and Chris Roe

By Tasha Kosviner

Butlers’ Wharf Residence has been
plagued by a faulty telephone system
since the first days of the new academic
year. Residents have encountered
difficulties with the Voice Mail service,
which is supplied by Student Line, the
company which deal with
telecommunications in most of the LSE
Halls of Residence.

According to Joe Roberts, Secretary
of the Hall committee, the problems began
when the computer controlling the system
overheated and ceased functioning early
this term. Since then the answerphone
facility has been inoperative, and students
have also been the recipients of phantom
phone calls.

The Committee initially contacted Jim
Thomas, chair of the Inter Halls
Committee, who was apparently “quite
supportive” to the students’ cause. This
support was seemingly less forthcoming
from other quarters. Despite promises from
Student Line and David Segal, Services
Manager at the LSE, little has been done to
alleviate student complaints.

This isn’t the first time that students
have had on going problems with Student
Line. The company incurred a series of
complaints earlier this year from residents
at Rosebery and Carr Saunders, where
similar problems to those currently faced
by Butlers’ Wharf were experienced.

Student Line were slow to respond to
Beaver enquiries. Eventually their
Customer Services manager, Andrea Saber,
confirmed that the company had received
complaints from the hall regarding the
problem.

She also stated that steps were being
taken to remedy the faulty computer, and

that she had personally spoken to Segal and
George Kane, the manager of the
residence. Indeed, she claimed that the
matter would be resolved by the time the
Beaver went to press.

Residents at Butlers” Wharf are yet to
receive their bills from student line, which
some students expect regardless of a
redress of grievance. Some were unhappy
about the prospect of paying full price for a
deficient service

Saber admitted that students would
face full bills for the calls they had made
this term. She justified this by claiming
that Student Line’s tariff was already more
than competitive and significantly cheaper
than BT. She added that the voice mail
service was provided free of charge, and no
line rental was charged to customers.

Some would argue that while this is
true students have come to rely on their
answerphone facilities, and had suffered
hardship while they were unoperational.
Obviously this was mere inconvenience
for most students, but for students
anticipating job offers the lack of voice
mail could have proved crucial. Saber said
that she “empathised” with these students.

Robert, suggested that he would be
interested in investigating the legal position
of the hall with an eye to possibly
terminating the contract. He claimed that
the company “don’t provide a satisfactory
service to anyone”, referring to the
difficulties which other halls have
experienced with their systems.

Saber argued that Butlers residents had
simply been “unfortunate,” and that their
experience was a “one off.” This may ring
hollow with students from other halls,
where problems have maybe gone
unreported.

For Butlers

Photo: Library

Can students still rely on Student Line?
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Aga Saga Concludes

Michael Collins

t has often been said that a week is a

long time in politics. At the UGM of

Thursday 20, LSESU General Secretary
Narius Aga performed an astonishing u-
turn on the issue of an emergency NUS
conference. In a week of high profile
public apologies, Aga admitted that he had
“made a mistake” in accepting the Labour
Club amendment of the previous week.

Having conceded, in accordance with
other London universities, that an
emergency NUS conference would be too
expensive, fresh information led Aga to a
re-table of the motion. It transpired that the
emergency conference could be dealt with
in just one day and therefore the union
would only incur the costs of the train fares
for the delegates

At the UGM, Aga reaffirmed his
commitment to fighting fees. Yuan Potts
spoke against the motion claiming that an
emergency conference would still involve
“a lot of money for little effect” and was
pointless only six weeks before the main
conference at Easter. Narius hit back
displaying his razor sharp political skills,
claiming that “six weeks is a long time in
politics too™ and that the issue would be
overshadowed at the main conference.

Two amendments to the motion were
tabled. The addition from SWSS to
actively support the upcoming national
demonstration fell. Stuart Lock’s argument
that supporting the demonstration was the
“logical progression of a more vigorous
anti fees campaign” seemingly had little
impact. The Labour Club’s attempt to

The masses speak

defeat the motion for the second week
running, by removing the ‘teeth’ of the
emergency conference, also failed
miserably.

Aga’s final point saw the motion pass
comfortably, as he produced two quotes in
which the government and the NUS had
apparently shown reciprocal admiration for

eachother’s approach to the issue of tuition

fees. Thus the LSE will officially call for

an emergency NUS conference to
specifically address the issue of top up fees
and the lack of confidence in the NUS
leadership. Ironically, in spite of his
opposition to the motion, Welfare and
Education officer Yuan Potts will be sent to
the conference as one of last years elected
delegates.

There appears to be a broad and
growing consensus that Douglas Trainer is

Photo : Library

not performing the role that he has been
mandated to. This point is agreed upon by
many who actually support the introduction
of tuition fees. Given the LSE’s right-wing
image, this could be a significant turning
point in the campaign for an emergency
conference and possibly raise the profile of
the whole tuition fees debate.

DJ
Thieves
Strike
Again

Chris Roe’

Sabbs

Andrew Yule

A wave of DJ related crime has hit the
LSE with a number of specialist items
belonging to the Union being stolen since
the beginning of term.

Jasper Ward, Entertainments
sabbatical, voiced his concerns to the
Beaver following the latest theft, when a
valuable mixer was stolen after the Time
Out quiz event on Thursday 13 November
at around 10.30pm. He said that the
equipment had been taken from a crowded
Tuns after it was left temporarily
unattended, and he described himself as
being “extremely pissed off” about the
incident. This piece of cold hearted
robbery follows the theft of several
dedicated mixing needles at a DJ
competition earlier this term, an incident
which Ward described as “very
disappointing.”

The disappearance of the styluses was
a matter of inconvenience rather than
expense, but replacing the missing mixer
will cost the Entertainments budget several
hundred pounds. Ward estimated that this
expenditure would effectively wipe out the
profits from one of the Union’s Friday
night extravaganzas, with implications for
future events. These inevitably cast a
pernicious shadow over the success of last
Friday’s Shilton shootout, which Ward felt
was a great success. He added that he
would “appreciate” any information on
either of the thefts, which have effectively
perpetrated a negative piece of wealth
redistribution to the detriment of the
common good.

With Yuan Potts having at last handed
in his Summer sabbatical report, all
four of the LSESU sabbatical officers have
become fully accountable to the school and
all students.

General Secretary Narius Aga appears
to have been busying himself with a
number of school related issues, ranging
from multi-topical meetings with Director
Anthony Giddens, to numerous self
training activities, and NUS organised
conferences.

As far as campaigning goes Aga
mentions his ongoing work alongside Yuan
Potts and Imogen Bathurst for the anti-
tuition fees campaign. He also campaigned
for new computers for High Holborn and
Bankside halls although no mention was
made of the proposals for new computers
which Rosebery and Carr Saunders have
been angling for.Aga is still fighting to

eport fo

ensure the building of a new hall of
residence.

Treasurer Imogen Bathurst expressed
her satisfaction with the summer building
schemes, and changes made to the Tuns,
the extension of STA travel, and to the
mezzanine floor of The Cafe. She has also
installed a new phone card machine in the
Quad where cards can be bought which
operate any phone by way of a “‘charge
card” style centralised system for
substantially lower cost calls both home
and abroad. The cards, are rechargable at
the same machine.

The highlight of the treasurers report
as far as things financial go is the fact that
the Freshers Fair brought in approximately
£13,000, the highest ever sum.

Education and Welfare sabbatical,
Yuan Potts, apparently did a lot of work
over the summer to re-vamp the Cafe, in
order to improve customer focus. Potts has
also been busy with the anti tuition fees

duty

campaign, ensuring “maximum publicity of
the Anti-Fees Demo” as well as organising
petitions, and the SU response to Dearing.

In a more specific welfare mould, Potts
targeted the three groups of students with
disabilities, students with children and part-
time students. He hopes that the new
scheme he has instigated will make “more
meaningful awards, whilst also saving
much staff time.”

Jasper Ward, Entertainments
sabbatical of the LSESU has been busy
over the summer organising events for the
the LSE summer school, helping to raise
substantial funds for the SU. He also
commented that he was at full stretch
negotiating deals for a freshers fortnight
which ran on for three weeks.

He also stressed how he had re-
established deals with the NME, the
Ministry of Sound, Moss Bros and Time
Out for the advantage of LSE students.

Archives

From this week:
24 November 1986

Tension and high drama aluminated
itself on the front page of the “unofficial
Newspaper of the LSE™ (as the Beaver
regarded itself) on November 24 1986.

Four armed gunman had ripped
through crowds of unsuspecting students as
they filled in to Houghton street after
lectures at 10.00 on a Wednesday morning.

The gunmén, one carrying a sawn of
shot gun and another carrying a revolver
were making their way through Houghton
Street having ‘held up’ a security van
delivering money to the Natwest bank, on
the LSE campus. Ironically, the security
firm involved was Group Four, renowned
for their not so secure delivery of goods.
The van had been stopped by the men

wearing trenchcoats and wigs and were
forced to hand over a bag containing
£15,000.

The robbers escape car, a blue Ford
awaited them outside Dillions bookshop.
One member of the public had pursued the
car on his motorbike but lost them at
Turnstile Street.

LSE student, Dave Waksman who was
walking past Dillions when the four men
ran past, relayed his version of events to
the Beaver, stating that as they approached
the car, one of the man shouted “come on
quick, get into the bloody car!”

Natwest Bank made little effort to
placate student fears about security,
insisting that the bank had the most up-to-

(@, L,
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date security system and that, “there’s
nothing much more that we can do.”

Mr Rice from Group Four Security,
on the other hand, concluded that the
robbers had got “clean away with it”. He
further heightened student anxiety by
commenting that because the deliveries
were delayed by one or two hours a day,
the armed robbers must have been waiting
around the LSE for some time (a reassuring
thought to leave you with)!

By Dhara Ranasinghe
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Short Cuts

Academic condemns
Oxbridge funding

LSE Professor of Economics Lord
Desai has added his voice to the plethora of
comments on the Oxbridge funding debate.
Attacking the extra state subsidy that
Oxbridge receives in both the House of
Lords and in last week’s issue of the
Sunday Times, Lord Desai remarked,
“After having argued the need for a lean
and fit British industry, when we allowed
all sorts of things to go to the wall, these
Oxbridge colleges are being protected.
Blessed are the rich, for they will inherit
the earth.”

The Higher Education Funding
Council (also known as HEFCE) will be
issuing its review of the state subsidy later
this month: Oxbridge now receives £5,800
per student in comparison to the £4,000
other universities get. Various Labour MPs
have attacked this on the basis that over
half of Oxbridge undergraduates have
public school backgrounds. (as does,
incidentally, the LSE).

The colleges have argued, however,
that the subsidy provides up to 60 per cent
of their income and that they would have to
resort to the introduction of annual fees
worth £2,000 with its removal.

In a parliamentary debate some weeks
ago, Lord Desai declared that “There is
nothing so unedifying as hearing the rich
claim to be poor.” He has been one of the
few peers supporting the withdrawal of £35
million from both universities. The extra
funding was only introduced some decades
ago, and as such, is relatively new.

Fresh blood for
BLPES

The BLPES has recently appointed a
new head librarian. Jean Sykes is joining
the LSE library from her current position as
Director of Resource Services at the
University of Westminster, and will take up
her position as Librarian and Director of
Resource Services here in January.

Mrs Sykes replaces former librarian,
Lynne Brindley, who has already left us to
take up a post in Leeds. She has been
appointed as Dean of Information Strategy
and of the University Library at the
Brotherton Library, Leeds.

Potts of
Power

LSE Education and Welfare Sabbatical
Officer Yuan Potts was recently elected as
the Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual (LGB)
officer on the ULU Executive.

This position gives Potts a role in
formulating ULU policy and deciding
which direction it should take. This may
prove to be especially important given the
crossroads which ULU appears to be
approaching,

Potts told the Beaver that he was
pleased to be elected to the ruling body of
“the biggest union in Europe.”

Compiled by News Team

The news team need you!

If you are interested in being an
investigative reporter or doing
background research, then the

news team at the Beaver is place
| to be.

Meetings at 6pm in Room C023
or send an email to
beaver@lse.ac.uk with your name
and address and one of the News
Editors will get back to you.

BLACKWELL’S

BUSINESS & LAW BOOKSHOP

242-244 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON WC1V 7DZ
TEL: 0171 831 9501 FAX: 0171 405 9412

STATISTICAL INFORMATION AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

Blackwell’s Business & Law Bookshop in London is now able to deliver statistical
information from the Office of National Statistics direct to customers. Visit the bookshop on
High Holborn for the latest statistics, available in many different publications and through a

wide range of interactive CD-ROM products and software applications.

We have complimentary copies of Fighting with Figures, the statistical digest of the
Second World War, commissioned by Winston Churchill himself, to give away to the first
100 customers who produce the voucher from our free instore magazine, Student Choice.
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I am not a vegetarian and doubt I
could ever be one. However, this
doesn’t stop me from wanting those
animals which I eat to be slaughtered
in the least painful way.

I therefore find it extremely
horrifying seeing animals being used
as sport by the barbarians of society.
It maybe true that we have to eat the
animals but surely we do not have to
treat them as if they were not alive.

The current issue in the news is
the ban on hunting, a ban which in
my opinion is long overdue. This
country prides itself on being a
nation of animal lovers and yet we
still allow members of our society to
go out and needlessly kill.

I am not going to argue the
various economic arguments of

banning hunting and all other game
sports but will simply say that
morally, it is unjustifiable. In the
past, we have had to hunt to survive,
the killing of these creatures was
justifiable. There is now in this
country at least, no justification for
the continuation of this vile sport as
we have moved far passed the stage
when we have to hunt to eat.

I hope that the motion that will
be put to the House of Commons at
the end of this month will be voted
in. As recent polls have shown, it is
clearly the will of the general
population that a ban come into
effect. If it does pass I hope that this
country takes a lead in pressing for
stricter laws on the protection of
animals in the EU.

It is about time that every
country in the EU and the rest of the
world for that matter starts treating
animals in a way that minimises the
pain that is actually inflicted on
them.

Britain is often described as the
odd one out in Europe. Maybe for
once, we can be at the forefront of an
issue. An issue that many people in
this country feel very strongly about.
We could deliver a policy that would
end the torture for the animals in
Europe, ranging all the way from
Bullfighting to Cockfighting.

If Britain bans hunting and other
Game Sports. This surely must act as
some sort of stimulus for all other
nations to follow suit. And so putting
an end to the traditions of animal

abuse that have dogged every
society for far too long. Maybe then,
we can start to become the civilised
people, we so often believe we are.

On another note, I will apologise
for any offence caused by the nature
of a sports article which has caused
serious distress to members of the
LBG society and to other parties that
have expressed complaints on the
homophobic nature of the article.

It is the policy of this paper to
maintain an equal opportunites
policy for all members of the Student
Union; I, give my assurance that any
issue that contravenes this policy will
be dealt with swiftly and effectively.

CRAIG NEWSOME

This Week

[talian Society
Pasta Evening

Library Booksale

Show 1997
November 28
Camden Centre
8pm
Tickets £10

November 25 : Noulioe s
it Library Conference Room
7.30pm W
DebafingSotioe Liberal Democrats
s DN “All Quiet on the Ulst
“This house would abolish QUI;rng:t” B
the nation state.” Novoribere
November 26 S419
AP 12-1pm
LSE International fashion The Spanish Society

Beginners

Free Spanish Lessons
Beginners and
Intermediate
Intermediate Wed 5-6

Wed 6-7

Central and Eastern
European Development
Society
Economic Transition and
Democratic consolation
November 26 S53
6pm

Socialist Worker Student
Society
The Revolutionary Ideas of
Karl Marx
Alex Callinicos
November 27
S50
4pm

Entertainment Society
Wine Tasting
December 1
Grand Bordeaux
7Tpm
Admission £5

You Could Hold the Key to Karen’s Life!

Karen Morris is 22 and in her
final year at Warwick University.
In September she was diagnosed
as having Chronic Myeloid
Leukemia. Her only chance for a
cure is from a bone marrow
transplant. With this in mind her
friends and family have launched
a campaign to encourage people
to get themselves onto the ‘bone
marrow register’.

Donating bone marrow
involves a one hour operation
under general anaesthetic and a
couple of days in hospital. BUT

YOU MAY BE GIVING
SOMEONE THE GIFT OF LIFE.
I know it sounds cliched but think
about it for a moment, it is one of
the most important things anyone
can do in their life time.

If you are between 18 and 40,
over 8 stone and in good health
you are probably eligible to be a
donor. All you need to do is
attend a ‘clinic’ where a small
amount of blood is taken and
your name and details are put on
the register. If you are a ‘match’
with someone who needs a

transplant then you will be
contacted.

If you know anything about
medicine or biology you will
have also figured out that a match
is most likely to be found within
ones ethnic group. Karen is
Jewish, so a match for her will
most likely be found within the
Jewish community. However,
Leukemia is non-denominational
so you might hold the key to
saving the life of someone within
YOUR community.

The next clinic:

Wednesday 26 November

LSE, East Building, room
E195

12pm to 2.30pm

For more information you can
contact:

The Anthony Nolan Bone
Marrow Trust

PO Box 1767

Royal Free Hospital

London

NW3 4YR

(0171) 284 8226
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Dear Editor,

After reading Desdemona’s article about the British designers in Paris, I was none too surprised by the
erroneous and ignorant opinion of many people in this country regarding the state of Haute Couture.

Just what does she mean when she writes about trend-setters in Paris? We all know that Alexander
McQueen is at the House of Givenchy and that he designs the haute couture, the pret-a-porter and accessories
collections for the house; we all know that John Galliano does likewise at the House of Christian Dior, but, are
they as good as she hails them to be?

The whole point of haute couture is to sell (well made) clothes. Whilst Galliano and McQueen are very good
at selling ideas, they sell very little in the way of clothes. In fact, Galliano only sold seven items from his last
haute couture collection,which reflects very badly considering that Yves Saint Laurent sold all but one of his. Is it
of little consequence that they both have been told to design more in line with the tradition of the Houses, but this
is in no way a threat to stop their creativity, merely to keep existing customers happy. If the ‘ladies-who-lunch’
cannot wear the boys” creation then that would spell disaster for the business.

Just how dynamic is Galliano? His so-called re-invention of the ‘New Look” looks like the same designs that
Dior himself did after the war. Galliano has taken the New Look and re-interpreted it for the 1990s. But how
innovative is that? Look carefully and you would see what I mean.

I think that is quite ironic that people should elevate Galliano and McQueen to god-like status for their
assault and seizure of haute couture. We must not forget that haute couture was invented by an Englishman called
Charles Frederick Worth back in the nineteenth century. Furthermore, Galliano only took up the offer Givenchy
(later moving to Dior) from Bernard

Arnault because he was broke and had no backer. McQueen originally turned down Givenchy but only took
up the offer - with the allure of a big salary (and, after having a dump on the toilet after speaking to Arnault).

So what if they have taken over Paris! Who cares? Everyone in the trade knows that French fashion has lost
its popularity with the media, now that a lot of the limelight has been taken by London. But Paris is still
considered the home of fashion, and that is why if many designers had the money they would show in Paris, and
not London. Paris will all have the style, but lack the innovation of London. People say London is the capital-of
the fashion world - yes, but how long for? New York is seeing a clutch of new designers making big ripples - like
Daryll K for instance. If London was as big as people reckon, then why do a lot of British designers show
elsewhere - how about Rifat Ozbek showing in New York, or Vivienne Westwood showing her signature label in
Paris.

Lastly, why talk about conquering Paris when conquering the world is more important if a label is to
survive. Take Clements Ribeiro. They do not show in Paris yet they are one of the hottest designers out - selling
more world wide (especially in Japan) than McQueen does combined.

A lot of people round here know fuck-all about fashion and so should be more careful what they say in
future!

Yours sincerely,

S Tang
Student, as well as Press Attaché for a well known fashion house.

Dear Beaver,

I am writing this in response to the disgraceful behaviour, of a large section of the Cypriot society, in
the UGM on 1 3th November, this is the third year while I have been here that this has happened. It is not
that I have anything against either the Cypriot society or the motion that they put to the UGM each year, it
is just the way in which they go about getting the motion passed. To start with the Cypriot society pack the
meeting with their own supporters most of who never usually come to the UGM. Although this is to a
certain extent undemocratic, it is understandable seeing as the issue is very important to them.

However, it is the behaviour of this influx that do I have a problem with. First of all they talk through
all of the business that proceeds their motion. This is extremely rude to all of those who have motions~ing
this time as they face a wall of noise and half of the audience not listening. Secondly, as is right, they want
silence while their own speakers are speaking, however, they do not have the decency to extend this to
anyone who speaks against them. Regardless of the wrongs or rights of someone’s view they should have
the right to express it in relative peace and quiet. Surely the best way to show how wrong someone’s view
is, is to point it out in a speech against. The third problem follows on from the last, and is the atmosphere of
threats, that comes with the motion, to anyone who, throws paper, votes or speaks against. This is
especially disgraceful seeing as it was a members of the Cypriot society that in one of this weeks motions
was encouraging inclusiveness and tolerance, which of course is to be encouraged. Last of all there was the
fact that as soon as the Cypriot motion has finished almost all of the supporters get up and leave. This is
disrespectful to the people who have motions afterwards, the supporters of the Cypriot motion expect the
rest of the UGM to listen and support their motion, why can’t they do the same to others.

I was going to end my letter there but having read the letter in the Beaver this week by Nina I feel I
should go on. She accuses the writers of the amendments to the Cypriot motion of being racist, and that
may well be, but is it not a case of the pot calling the kettle black. Her comment about Americans, although
flippant, was said in the middle of a serious motion and was as racist as any of the amendments. Also she
says that it was due to the disrespect shown by people in the UGM that the Cypriots walked out, but this is
simple not true as the same walking out happened last year and the year before.

Lots of the sentiments that have been banded around about the UGM being controlled by hacks and
various groups is correct and it is right to argue for an inclusive, diverse UGM. However, it has to be
realised by some members of the Cypriot society that a lot of their behaviour last week served only to make
the situation worse and not better.

Kingsley Kemish (Does it really matter what positions people hold)

Dear Beaver,

I feel I must point out at the very start of this letter that the views contained in it are my own and are in no
way connected to my position as Chair of the Constitution and Steering committee. This is a necessary
statement to make, as although members of the committee are certain to hold beliefs on a variety of issues any
time that they use the title they must present a purely impartial stance. (TAKE NOTE NINA SOTERI!)

I am writing in reply to the distasteful and highly oifensive letter that was submitted by Nina Soteri to last
weeks Beaver. The accusations it contained, including labelling Conservatives racist and fascist, were at least
ill thought out and at the most liablous. Therefore, I demand a retraction of your letter and a public apology at
the next UGM. Furthermore;l would like to draw attention to the hurt you have caused many members of the
LSE Conservative Association by one of the most one sided letter ever to appear in the Beaver during my three
years as an LSE student.

To begin with a few facts have to be established for those of you who were not present at the UGM of
November 13th, or anyone that could not hear a word that I (or any other speaker) said due to the constant
chattering of the Cypriots, who proved incapable of listening to anyone apart from their own speakers. Firstly
there were only two amendments and the second was submitted conditionally and was to be withdrawn if either
(a) the first amendment was successful or (b) if it was apparent that the Cypriots were in fact ready to listen to
a rational debate (Phil Hampshire or Bernardo can confirm this). Unfortunately neither condition was satisfied
and the second amendment was tabled.

The first amendment can not in any way be described as racist and in fact was exactly the reverse. I spent a
great chunk of that Thursday morning preparing the amendment in the hope of producing a motion, which
would have received unanimous support from all sides of the debate. If changing lines such as ‘the suffering of
Greek Cypriots’ to ‘the suffering of Cypriots both Greek and Turkish in origin’ is a racist move then I believe
any rational individual would have to admit to being a racist. If Nina had actually listened to the amendment
whilst it was being read she may have even accepted it (LSE Labour did and voted overwhelmingly in favour).
Alas as again happened today (Nov 20th) she did not and actually admitted she did not even know what the
amendment was as she began to speak against it!

The second amendment was again not racist and any misunderstanding is due to people imagining things
that it did not include. Of course it was not serious, that was the point if we could not have a serious debate we
may as well have enjoyed ourselves (that after all is the purpose of the UGM - do you seriously believe Turkey
will leave Northern Cyprus because of a letter from Narius?). But it must be pointed out that it did not say
Cypriots should not be allowed to submit motions for the next three years, it stated that we do not want to
discuss the occupation again as any motions regarding it are never properly debated. Also, neither did the
amendment say Cyprus should not be allowed into the EU. Instead it said that Cyprus was not totally
convergent with the other members of the EU (as the motion said) and I stand by this claim, as I believe the
existing members are not convergent never mind anyone else. Although I do apologise to anyone who
misunderstood the tone and purpose of these amendments I will not apologise to Nina for my actions as
everything I did was both honourable and within the constitution of the LSESU.

Mark Turner, Treasurer of the LSE Conservative Association.

Dear Beaver,

There are two points that I would like to clear up as a consequence of my letter in last week’s edition.

1 I was writing in my capacity as a member of the C & S Committee, not on behalf of it.

2. If, by suggesting that the Tory who put forward the amendment to a motion resolving that no Cypriot
motions be submitted for the next three years is racist, I was being unfair ( despite the fact that it was blatantly
racist in tone and being totally unconstitutional and contravening clause 3.3 of the LSESU Constitution
regarding equal opportunities) then I apologise for making such a grossly unfounded comment.

Yours sincerely
Nina Soteri, a member of the C & S Committee (but not on behalf of.)

PS

Congratulations Phil for cocking up your apology. You were meant to be making it the Cypriot
Community of LSE who you had offended with the biased way in which they felt you had chaired the meeting
during their motion and for the way you had dealt with what is a serious issue to them, in a comical way.
(Many of them contrasted it with Tom Smith’s excellent handling of the Cypriot motion the previous year).

I was merely acting as a messenger in conveying their grievances to you, so using this as an opportunity to
make a scathing personal attack on was a rather feeble and cheap shot, especially since I cared so little for your
apology that I didn’t bother turning up for the first half of the UGM. I must add though that seeing the
permanently constipated look on your face from Monday to Thursday this week, as you feared that the Cypriots
might yet again invade the UGM to support a motion of censure to have you removed, was most amusing, as
was hearing of your William Haquesque style vote of confidence. The truth is, some people have a lot more
important things to do with their Thursday lunchtime than worry about you.

Dear Beaver

I refer to Quote of the Week in last week’s issue. My quote “Education, education, education... bollocks,
bollocks, bollocks™ was mocking Tony Blair in fact and not the NUS. To a reader not acquainted with Tony
Blair and his unashamed, blatant and flagrant lies, it could have given the wrong impression.

Yours sincerely,
Narius Aga

LETTERS MUST BE
RECEIVED BY
THURSDAY AT oPM
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UNION

THE
ALTERNATIVE

by Yuan Potts, LSESU Education
and Welfare sabbatical

It is finally happening. After
months of preparation, and
with your help, the
Alternative Course Guide
will hit Houghton Street
latet = thisSs vear. = The
Alternative Course Guide (
ACG) aims to be an honest
accompaniment to the
School’s ( rather boring )
Calendar.

For the. - first = atime,
undergraduates will have
access to information about
what the courses are really
likes Can® the “lecturer
lecture? Is the teacher
interested in the course?

What are the handouts like?
Is the essential reading ever
in the library? All this
information will be collated
and published in a booklet
and made available from the
Students’ Union.

However, it will not happen
unless you spill the beans
first. I have designed a short
form which I hope all second
and third years will
complete. It is available now
from the SU reception.
Please grab one and take ten
minutes to fill it in and play
your  part in this
revolutionary innovation!

EDUCATION & WELFARE
SABBATICAL OFFICE
HOURS

Yuan Potts’ new regular office hours in
E295 are as follows:

Mondays 2:00pm-3:00pm
Wednesdays 11:00am-12:00pm
Fridays 4:00pm-5:00pm

Please use his office hours to your
advantage!

MATTHIAS’
LITTLE RANT

by Matthias Mennel, LSESU
Overseas Officer

Communications Officer notes: This article had
been presented to me four weeks ago. At that time
there were some lines that I do not agree with. Now I
finally have space on the page for the article. Sorry for
the inconvience caused, Matthias.

I am your duly elected
overseas and EU students’
officer. Should you have
queries or complaints about
how you are being treated.
please come and relieve the
solitary tedium of my office
hour ( Wed. 12h-13h, top
floor of the SU Cafe ) or
send me an e-mail ( I check
every day, honest ) at
Mennel, M. Now for the
ranting bit. Three things,
folks:

1) Being identified as
“Rommel” by the
awesomely witty person
responsible for the Union
Jack column in this
publication. Latent
xenophobia in there, or
what?

2) Why do some people
come the the UGM only

when Director Giddens is
advertised? It is just as
entertaining without the man
- who is a) quite nice, b) our
“Supreme Being” and ¢) a
sociology guru nonpareil.
Non-native speakers of
English are particularly
intimidated by the hostile
and paper-laden atmosphere
at the UGM; this can and
will change. Watch out for
motions aimed at pacifying
that forum in the very near
future.

3) Finally, let us put on our
best grateful smiles and
thank Liz Chong for keeping
the Beaver in good shape.
She will probably have a
hard time salvaging the
wreckage of her degree. May
her great sacrifice not be in
vain. Goodnight and bless
you all.

WOMEN’S SELF-DEFENCE
AND ASSERTIVENESS
CLASSES

SELF-DEFENCE CLASSES FOR
WOMEN TAKE PLACE IN THE GYM ON
THURSDAYS BETWEEN 3-5PM

ASSERTIVENESS CLASSES TAKE
PLACE ON WEDNESDAYS FROM 2-5PM
IN E197

PLEASE COME ALONG!

Union Council

Monday 1st. December, 5 p.m.
Vera Anstey Room

Agenda so far includes :

- Election of SU Equal Opportunities Officer
(Mature Students’ Issues)

- Students’ Union Associate Society status

The following shall be voting members:
- The Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson of the UGM
-Members of the SU Executive Committee, Finance Committee & the

Academic Affairs Committee
-The Returning Officer

- Student representatives on all School committees
- Student representatives on the ULU Council
- Members of the AU Executive Committee

All students welcome

GENERAL
SECRETARY’S
COLUMN

The rise in Overseas Students’
fees way over and above the rate of
inflation has been a disturbing trend
over the past few years. It does not
bode well for the future as competition
from other British higher education
institutions is increasing and more and
more of them are matching the top-
rated establishments. Students from
abroad base their choice of University
on a number of factors and provision
of academic and IT facilities and
accommodation are increasingly
gaining a higher priority than in the
past. Added to that, the economic
situation in the Far East and the
repercussions it will have on the
number of students sent abroad are
factors warranting a rethink on the
School’s behalf. In both the Standing
Committee of the Court of Governors
and the Academic Bord, we shall be
opposing a continuation of this trend
in the rise of Overseas students’ fees
and try to get our point of view across.

While still on fees, proposals
leaked in the press last week outline
the government’s intentions to include
fees being charged upfront in the
White paper due shortly. Coupled with
reports about a decline in applications
for undergraduate places for the next
academic year, this is very perturbing
indeed. It is thus imperative that the
fight against fees continues. As part of
the NUS Week of Action to stop fees
next week, we shall be lbbbying MPs
both in person and through the post.
Other measures of a similar nature are
planned as well.

The Director’s recent initiative in
promoting arts, culture and
entertainment within the School is
very welcome and his genuine interest
in building up a a better ‘campus’
atmosphere is heartwarming indeed.
By now, the survey forms are widely
available, but if you have any further
ideas or suggestions in which the
Students’ Union could be involved,
please come and see me. The
intellectual powerhouse that LSE is, it
could carry on from its reputation of
academic brilliance and build one of
repute in this field as well. Student
involvement will play a pivotal role in
this. The talent is undoubtedly there -
we have an excellent Drama Society
for instance and their full potential is
probably not realised due to limited
financial resources. The same can be
said of others I am sure. We in LSE
also have a unique advantage in the
vast array of ethnic and national
societies and that is a factor worth
building up on. An increase in
allocation of resources on the part of
the School would certainly be a step in
the right direction.
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ignment this week was to follow a sabbatical around for the day...to see what (if anything) they are getting

paid to do. My victim..Mr Jasper Ward. Ents Sab. Basically the plan was to be his side-kick and follow him
EVERYWHERE. I figured I'd have a fairly easy day sat in his office whilst he made various phone calls, went to
the Tuns to have a pint, eat and generally be entertainingly social.....Unfortunately I was seriously wrong.

b

gl ...goes something like

Friday 14th
November.
‘I was meant to meet Jasper at
- a==10:30 in his office....I was late!!
['d missed him spiking his hair,
buying a yellow furry ball for Peter

I find Jasper putting posters up all over LSE to publicise
his megastar guest, the one and only Peter Shilton....then
I follow him into his “L-cupboard® to prepare the
Underground DJ equipment for the evening....

Jasper wanted to show us all his tasty ®
bacon sarnie!!!! Guess his mum never
taughthim to eat with his mouth shut!!! @

I was born to DJ!!™

—~amWe end up in the Tun's back
offices briefly, while Jasper chats
.to Jim about stuff to do with The
BIG Peter Shilton night (he’s not
too excited yet, he’s still got loads
to do.....shame really because I
was getting quite tired and wanted
a serious rest!) Anyway...then we
popped into Wrights to get some
lunch, then to the SU shop, to the
squash courts (to check out mats
for the *Big Man’ to throw
himself about on)....and finally up
to E173 where we had to meet
Coops and Emma P to put
‘Operation Collect Goal Post
into action....

m—
®

And he’s ol'f ® © ©
again....we go
through the
maze of LSE
buildings to
o deliver the
Tuns lam
I extension
letter

since I've been with him anyway!) to find ex-Ents Sab
Cooper in there. | stand well back as the struggle/fight for the

phone takes place! Anyway, every two weeks Jasper has to go
through the bureaucratic bullshit to get a lam bar extension in the
Tuns for his Friday night CRUSH....s0 he edited an old letter whilst
chatting on the phone
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Step 1: Get bus to
Waterloo

A nd
we're off aga. ...
*Operation
Collect Goal
Posts’ is set into
action...

Step 4: Get what)

you went to get..ie.

a van to put the

goal posts in.

_ ; _ Photo Ed.: It took

Jasper in his first class se: = / 5 asper and Coops
back of the van! - 1 . forever . whilst
i - | 3 mma and I were
stood out on a

- — . S— street corner
Get in van and get to QMW in one piece (Chris Coopers '

Note the funky glasses on Coops and that
driving had us all worried for a bit.....) to pick up the goal posts.

s : s s getting funny looks
look of serious concentration on his face!

% Itom men!! Thanks

Step 6: Tie goal. Jasper and Em into the back of the
van....(the goal wouldn’t fit in and we had to drive
back to LSE with the back doors wide open and try
not to loose Em.Jasper or the goal!!).

Jasper looks
worried as the traffic
cansssbeisiseen
through the open
doors of the van.

All this to get a &*
good Friday night
with his Derby

Operation Collect Goal Post o ©
successfully complleted...Finally we ; 4
arrive back at LSE

Jasper meets Mr
Shilton. After a long
day of anticipation and
excitement. everything
he had planned for the
; i night worked out just
Waiting for i 5 " ioht!
Shilton. :

I'd been with Jasper since 11:30ish and by
9:45pm I was tired. 1I'd followed him to
Battersea, to QMW, around LSE. met Peter
Shilton (up close and personal). got autographs
for my brothers, and then decided that I really
must get a life of my own so I headed back to
Bankside to sleep. Jasper’s day ended

at 3am after cleaning up the shite left in the
Underground and Quad following his ‘top’
night.My conclusion...Jasper is a great guy.
doesn’t sit or stand still for more than two
minutes. works his backside off and totally
earns every penny of his £12.000 salary (I
think he deserves shit loads more!!! He's in B
LSE every day - including Sat and Sun). | L}w
had a great day Jasper. thanks for letting me

Okay. so Jasper now spends about 2hours
cleaning the Quad. setting up the DJ stuff. the
goal, the mats for Mr Shilton to jump about on
and all that shit! Anyway. after another visit to

“% 7y Wrights bar for an Egg and Ham sandwich.
: ?jxll 6pm Jasper goes to the loo for the first
y time that day!! (One hell of a bladder

o huhtt2?) : - besout Sekicks Compiled by Nina
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» The Moby Interview: Part |

Richard Hall is probably one of the most remarkable musicians of]
our time. Nothing of a rock star stigma - no alcohol, no drugs, no
hotel room trashing. Instead it’s philosophy, religion and animal
rights. Oh, and techno. And punk, too. And James Bond!

. The g
DETSON OTP
» em wait for
" ou the slim
¢ shaj through
black ho k on live
stages an "I think
there are n a hotel
room wh together
then? "0l - and in
the end i 2”1 just
wanted to en. Since
then I fil couldn’t
show it thé
Mé f ‘Moby
Dick’, le ort and it
showed 7Q motion.”
This time his life he

spends in New York. ”I was born in Little Italy in Manhattan and that’s where I live now. It’s quite an avant-garde area,
with people like the Beastie Boys or Sonic Youth in the neighbourhood.” Home is also where Moby does all his work: "I
bought a loft recently where I can separate work from normal life. For years I lived in rooms just full of equipment - it’s
too disturbing. But now I can shut the door and leave my work behind me.” '

(to be concluded in next week’s issue...)

ALBUM OF THE WEEK . y Drean
likes this album, ‘cuz it's dedicated to yours
Butter 08 ' tmly I'm Yvette's dream. Jus’ playin’!

Butter
v - On tha serious tip though when 1 first
utter 08 are the next big thing from Grand Royal. Now you can take that cither - 'hea.rd this | was like “Hey, honey be tryin' to
Bonc of two ways. One; Grand Royal is Mary s shit.” A Iotoftha songs do sound

run by the Beastie Boys so this should

'he"inexpliczible‘ resurgence of the
be some way-cool piece of alternative U.S. moany-chtCk»thh»wgmtar SR
underground and will look dead impressive in
my music collection. Or two: Grand Royal
osned Bis. This is going to suck so much it
will create a vacuum.
Ah. but wait Butter 08 are no ordinary
group. No they are a *Supergroup’''™: the
bastard spawn of The John Spencer Blues
Explosion. REM and whacked out .A[?dllg\k

group Cibo Matto (If you said “who???" somewhere along that list, REM are some
Canadian band. I think...). As a result the album sounds like Beck’s Mellow Gold
played by a Rocket from the Crypt influenced Cuban Jazz Band. Well kind of... it’s

hard to describe.

You sce Butter 08 go from funk to punk and back, blending all Kinds of
samples and organs in on the way. The first track. 9mm. is a bass heavy picce of]
audio friction with a twisted vocal screech for a chorus but it still rocks like (insert
your own cliched analogy). This approach is then dropped in favour of mellow picces
of funk such as Butter of 69 and How do I Relax which groove like they were born
into those ever so chic. retro-stylee flares.

This could have been all style over substance but Butter produce some of the
most original, undefinable yet god-damn listenable music this side of anything
released so far this year. Tunes like Butterfucker and It's the Rage stick in your head
so much you need to listen once more to get them back out again. The highlight
though is the psychotic Degobrah. a punk/hardcore noise with a nut case vocalist
screaming about how he’s “not a fucking role model™ over the top. Oh, yes... This
album is great!

Buy it and experience something different. Or just get the new Cast album and
be a boring fucker.  (9)




THE BEAVER
NOVEMBER 25 - Issue 472 MUSIC

11

@uilars plugged in nervously. Final sips of beer. Tuning instruments. Final drags from
their fags. Then showtime.On Nov. 12th, four bands competed in “Southern Comfort’s”

. L . A Battle of the Bands in the Quad. The little audience there is needs to be attracted close to the
stage and warned up. A tough task for anybody, especially if one is only allowed 25 minutes to play.

And especially if you play soft acoustic music like “Nude”. The two-piece band went on stage visibly frustrated. They played somewhat
funky and folky pop songs with a marvellous “MTV unplugged” atmosphere, the singer’s voice blending well with the guitar accompanying her.
All very charming, but hardly the right stuff to “battle the bands”.

The mood suddenly changed from nice to noisy as the second act started. By that time, the crowd had doubled (from 10 to 20). “Flip Zippo”,
a Southampton-based band that has already been around for a while, played progressive funk rock. Again, a girl picked up the microphone.
Aggressive vocals and relatively hard riffs, combined with a brutal bass attack alternated with slow melodic parts. It seemed to become a night of
the girls. “Spinoza’’s” guitarist/singer and bassist, both girls, outnumbered the only guy on stage, their drummer. Their particularly powerful sonic
pop was definitely danceable and well played. Yet, the songs sounded too much the same, and thus the performance wasn’t the most exiting.

Finally, “Gizmo” got their chance to convince audience and jurors. Their appearance was the highlight of the night. A fun-packed set with
two electric guitars providing a sort of punk core feel and very dedicated band members contributing to a wacky show.The climax was the half
naked dancer who rounded off “Gizmo’s” show to a very good laugh.

The crowd approved of that by heavily voting for “Gizmo”. Unfortunately, Southern Comfort’s representative couldn’t explain how exactly
the audience vote went into the jury’s decision (comprising only one more juror from Fairwarning agency) and in the end it was probably their
experience and diversity that put “Flip Zippo” on the podium as winner. Thus they proceed to the regional final at Reading University, to be held

in the first week of December. All in all, there are four regional finals, and the winners advance to the national final in early 1998.
Ralph Achenbach

Finley Quaye
It’s great when we’re together

WClcomc to the world of relaxed vibes.
cool soul sounds and clouds of
strange smelling smoke! More blues-tinged
than his previous releases, ‘It's great wheng
we're together’ is a laid-back smoocher
than grows on you quickly. But never minc
the title track. the rest is loads better. A§
by the Fun Lovin® Criminals is
veeerrry smooth with a smart bass line, and
a quick blast through a cover of a Hendri
classic ‘Cross Town Traffic’ adds a bit o
venom to the whole thing. (10) (JC)

..- There’s no
<o F-in
mistake !!
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hild actors, don’t you just hate ‘em? Not any
@more! The wonderfully flamboyant

NYMT’s (National Youth Music Theatre)
~=ersion of ‘Bugsy Malone’, a highly original musical pastiche of the 1920’s gangster films,
converts the sceptic into believing that ‘kids do it best’. Even Yasmine “I hate clapping” Chinwala
applauded uproariously and insisted on hanging out at the stage door to gawp at a thirteen year old
boy.

Set in the prohibitionist era in the United States, where speakeasies were commonplace, ‘Fat
Sam’s Grand Slam’ is falling off its last legs: Dandy Dan’s deadly splurge gun has arrived, and Sam’s
hoodlums are clearly no match, and he sees his empire crumble before him as Dan takes control of one
racket after another. Once Sam’s last henchman, Knuckles, falls by the wayside, there is only one man (or boy)
that can save the whole operation from certain disaster - Bugsy Malone, the man everybody loves. He convinces
Dan that “...if you give a little love then it all comes back to you.”

Alan Parker, who wrote and directed ‘Fame’, ‘The Commitments’ and ‘Evita’ as well as the original film
and West End production of ‘Bugsy Malone’, had never allowed it to return to the West End for a second time
until now. This production definitely justifies his endorsement. Although it’s a cliche, Bobby Bethell (Bugsy
Malone), at only 12 yrs old, deserves the accolade of ‘a star is born’; he already appears to be the complete
entertainer with a performance that was vibrant and full of style. Sheridan Smith (Tallulah) was entirely
reminiscent of Jodie Foster, and gave an exhibition of singing and dancing that was thoroughly entertaining.
While Hannah Spearritt (Louella) should be especially commended for her role as Dandy Dan’s blonde bimbo -
as the young lady next to me so wisely observed ‘there is something of a Cameron Diaz in “My Best Friend’s
Wedding” in her’. There were also worryingly professional performances from Paul Lowe (Fat Sam) and Leanne

fter the triumph of “The Importance of being Earnest”

(still running this week in the Old Theatre - don’t

miss it!), one might think that those strange thesb
types who are the LSE Drama Society would be just
knackered (having endeavoured against all odds to bring
such a top class production to the artistic desert that is the
ILSE) and in need of a well earned rest. However, they
are not the types to rest on their laurels, and are i
back in action bringing art to the populus with
the side-splitting “Teechers”.

Written by John Godber, who also
wrote the wonderful “Bouncers”
(produced by the LSE Drama Society
earlier this year), “Teechers” is a
hysterical satire of comprehensive
education in Britain. Although
“Teechers” is first and foremost a
icomedy, in the age of student hardship,
and tuition fees it touches heavily on the

put Bart Simpson to shame, reflected in the sad lack o
opportunities and resources available to the students.

With a cast of three portraying a total of twenty other roles,|
we are treated to an amusing interpretation of characters and
role reversals. Spunky Spiky Jasper Ward stars alongside Fran|
Budd, and the unforgettable Janet “Twyla” Huane-Huang
(illegitimate daughter of John Wayne), star of last year’s
production of “You Never Can Tell”. After much|
bonding the cast’s cohesion is evident as they|
seamlessly swap roles and scenes.
This show is very difficult to stage, with few]
props and no scenery changes to help the
audience, relying entirely on the characters
to convey the ideas and settings, and Aleg
S. has directed admirably to give the LSE a
are oppurtunity to witness the slick]
professionalism that social science]
specialists can bring to theatre. DO NOT]
MISS THIS!

a%@@&a&a@w&&w%a&%a&a@&»@@%@@@&&@@w@@w@@w@@%mwa@@a@@%@@@@@@a@@a&@www&@&a@%@@@@a@@@aﬁ&@@w@

“lpoignant question of education as a right
lor a privilege.

With the arrival of a new drama
teacher at Whitewall Comprehensive, we
soon begin to see open hostility to a man
intent on educating the students

regardless of their personal inclinations.
The performance guides us through a
world of under achievement which would

hree women ¢

finally Celia, a confident career girl, with perfect skin.

i ‘. i ;
aring a house together, and a place to congregate is the bathroom. The entire play focuses on the bathroom, which also transforms itse
into a self help therapy room. Yes, ‘it’s good to talk’, and the bathroom is where they express all their fantasies, fetishes and demons.

A day in the life of this bathroom is pretty hectic, and the play develops its characters as very different twenty-somethings who are all going out to party. Jo
is looking for love but not sexual commitment during her fifteen minute bath, while Mary comes to terms with sexual abuse and setting a deck chair on fire, and

The play manages to be both realistic and sensitive to the issues and emotions it confronts. It is easy to revert to stereotypes and not really delve into the
epths of the characters. Jo is the classic overweight girl with a thin pretty girl just bursting to emerge from within the cellulite. ‘Low Level Panic’ actually
akes the time to go that little bit further, and for that I give it credit, but it left me wishing that more had been asked of certain characters.

The piece is serious, humorous and has a groovy soundtrack - well worth a visit if you’re in Camden.
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at the Queens Theatre,
Shaftesbury Avenue

Connelly (Blousy), who is a mere 10
yrs old. Her love duet with Bugsy is
cute beyond measure and the
audience loved it. These are the
% names to watch out for.

However, it is the music that drives
the show. With classic songs like ‘We
could’ve been anything that we wanted
to be’, ‘My name is Tallulah’, ‘So you
” wanna be a boxer?’, ‘Fat Sam’s Grand Slam’
and of course ‘Tomorrow’, it is pretty difficult to
go wrong. Furthermore, the set for Sam’s Speakeasy
is spectacular. In fact if there were any flaws whatsoever, it
was the so-called professionals - the sound technicians.

What can I say will persuade you all to go and see this fan-bloody-tastic show? It is only running until
January 10th, and without a doubt, in my opinion, outperforms all of the jaded, tourist-orientated, long running
A.L.Webber musical crap currently on in the West End. This production is so vital and exciting you will be
singing it for weeks, a stark contrast to the remarkably unmemorable “Starlight Express” reviewed two weeks ago.
The execution of the singing, dancing and acting is immaculate, the actors are clearly having the time of their lives
on stage and every ounce of that energy bursts out into the audience.

It’s Christmas soon, so get someone special some tickets, take your whole family, or just go on your own . It
is definitley worth it, and so encouraging to see the stars of tomorrow at their best.

Zak S
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playwright always courts danger by writing monologues. It is a leap of faith, a |
.complete reliance in one’s own talents. Without dialogue and action, comedy often
becomes stand-up, and drama becomes something unmentionable. The monologues

must somehow generate the grind and clash of personalities to fill the stage and reach the

audience.

The actors in the New End Theatre’s production of “Three Viewings”, by Jeffery
Hatcher, performed their monologues with grind and clash, and a good deal more. In fact,
they provided most of the energy and the creativity that powered the play.

However, the script reminded me somewhat of a circus elephant on a unicycle. It was
interesting and amusing and treaded along the delicate line of the monologue form
without any embarrassing catastrophes, but it teetered uncertainly and lacked the grace of
a more dexterous creature, and its novelty soon wore off.

The title refers to the quaint practise of viewing a corpse by family and friends as it
lies in a funeral home before entering its final resting-place. The custom might have
evolved after certain<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>