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'No Marx For Minogue

" Chris Hutchfield

n Thursday the
Schapiro Club pre-
sented “The Trial of Karl Marx™
with Lord Desai as the defend-
ant; Bernard Crich, his defence;
and Kenneth Minogue prosecut-
ing. He was charged with “wast-
ing the time of humanity for over
a century by diverting its efforts
from useful enterprises”, with the
verdict left to the audience.
Minogue pilloried Marx as
an ineffectual intellectual who
“just copied stuff from books.”
Marx was labelled as defunct,
a teacher of contempt who de-
spised “mindless” peasants, a
racist and a wife beater.
Marx replied that he pos-
sessed no empire, no army, no
party and wasn’t responsible
for the actions of his readers.
Then mischievously he asked
what it was about the bour-
geoisiethat they sofeared wast-
ing time. To him the middle
class loved to profane God but

Ken Minogue making a point.

Geoff Robertson

F ollowing last weeks fu-
rore over the Media and
Politics course at the LSE, Dr
M Scammell of Liverpool Uni-
versity has been appointed as
the new subject lecturer.
Scammell, who did her PhD at
the LSE, is to begin lecturing
on Fridays, at the unfortunate
hours of 9 am and 5 pm The odd
hours, as reported last week,
are due to the need to accom-
modate 52 students into two
new hours of lecture time.
Paul Griffin has agreed to
run four classes of 13 students
each, which Professor Brian
Barry, the Government de-
partment convener, felt would

| be “good for discussion.”

Lectures are scheduled to
continue into the fifth week of
next term, provoking fears
amongst students that exam
pressures will become intoler-
able. Both Scammell and Grif-
fin have agreed to provide ex-

" tra office hours, and as well as

setting the exam, Scammell
will provide a mock paper.

Acquitted

procrastination was sacrilege.

Professor Crich started
Marx’s defence by drily thank-
ing God for allowing his client
to attend and asked if he had
ever met Lenin or Stalin. The
defendantreplied hehadn’tand
considered Lenin “better than
the other gentleman”.

In cross-examination,
Minogue asked if Marx had
ever gone to a cricket match.
He said he had been too busyin
the pubs! Asked to admit the
charge of sexual harassment
by fatheringa child by his maid
his response was curt, “I don’t
deny it.” :

Crich then countered
Minogue by claiming that he
had no intention of supporting
Marx’s theories, hejust wanted
to get him off, and “if Jeremy
Thorpe could get off then so
should Marx.”

The audience returned a
verdict of a resounding acquit-
tal and the speakers received
resounding applause.
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Griffin, a current PhD stu-
dent, has been praised by both
students and academics alike.
Professor Barry wasimpressed
with his attitude and dedica-
tion. Some students were more

direct. Steve John, a third year

undergraduate, echoed the sen-
timents of many students, say-
ing that “his commitment and
hard work, giving lectures as
well as marking essays
promptly, has held the course
together.”

Another student, Steve
Roy, added: “he is the only
person to come out of this fi-
asco with any credit; and de-
serves the gratitude and
thanks of all students taking
the course, but more particu-
larly the LSE establishment,
as he has to pick up the pieces
of others’ incompetence.”

Despite this, a new argu-
ment has arisen over the
course. Professor Barry favours
an exam of 8 questions cover-
ing the topics Scammell will
tackle and 8 featuring subjects
on the old syllabus. Griffin,
along with many students and
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Shops Away For
Simer [law Siore

he Student Union shop

will be extending its
premises onto a mezzanine
floor, with an entrancethrough|
Houghton Street, reducing the
time people will have to wait
for snacks and their copy ofthe
Financial Times.

There will also be a wider
range of products being sold,
such as sports equipment; post-
ers and sandwiches.-In addi-
tion, a fast service stand will
be introduced upstairs, where
students can quickly grab a
snack while rushing from lec-
ture to lecture.

These changes are aimed
at improving the precarious
conditions in the Student Un-
ion shop, and providing a bet-
ter service for students. Com-
menting on the news Lola
Elerian, Finance and Services
Officer, guaranteed that the
investment will notin any way
diminish thebudget of the Stu-
dents’ Union.

The shop, unlike societies,
makes money out of its activi-
ties, and all of the surpluses
arenormallyincorporatedinto
the SU budget and redistrib-
uted. This time they will re-
tain the surplus and use the
accumulated reserves fromin-
vestmentincome, butit willbe|
like aloan, since as soon as the
“extended shop” starts mak-
ing more surplus, the money
will automatically be replaced,
since the surpluses always go
back to the SU.

Griffin Wings In

Media and Politics course rescued by PhD student

tutors from the Government
department, feel that this
would unfairly penalise those
who have persevered with the
course thusfar. Thisisbecause
students who have prepared
some of the original topics al-
ready will quite possibly lose
some of their material, despite
their extra effort. This group
would prefer to see a paper of
around 20-24 questions, and
some tutorshaveindicated that .
they will lobby Barry in this
cause. Even the Director was

rumoured to be sympathetic to

the students’ case, due to the
extraordinary cireumstances
surrounding the course. The
eventual outcome is unknown,
but the decision could well be
left to Scammell.

In addition, many Gov-
ernment department aca-
demics felt that Griffin
should be offered the job of
second exam marker, and
allowed heavy influence in
setting questions, as the
only academic who has been
involved with the course
throughout.
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Work-In A Turn-Off ?

Poor attendance hits night of protest at the Library

Sarita Kharjuria ]

O n Tuesday of last week
the twenty-four hour
library Work-In was perhaps
not as successful as was hoped.
It was intended as an alterna-
tive protest to the grant cuts,
and preceded the march held
on the Wednesday. The Work-
In began at 10 o’clock on Tues-
day morning but at that time
it was difficult to distinguish
between the regular library
workers and the supposed
‘protestors; show-time really
began at 9.15 pm when the
librarynormally closes. By this
time there was already a sig-

nificant depletion of numbers,
and probably no more than
around 100 students remained
in the building. Most students
began with admirable inten-
tions but, in anticipation of the
long hours ahead, students
“paced themselves” in a lei-
surely fashion.

The smoking area swiftly
became a popular spot for a
temporaryreprieve from all the
hard work being done, but it
was clear that for many the
intention was simply to make
use of the extended hours to
complete overdue essays whilst
also saving money on their
heating bills. By midnight a

hardcore of ‘protestors’ were
left; most of whom switched
camp tothe greater attractions
of The Underground where
refreshments” were provided.
Needless to say, most of the
sabbatical candidates were
present in a most visible (and
vocal) fashion. Perhaps more
surprising, was the presence of
anumber of students who chose
the location for a “night out.”
However, by this stage most
people had given up pretences,
and resorted to perfecting the
art of paper aeroplanes and
variations of Library cricket;
conversation degenerated from
the vaguely intelligible to the

Paul Birrell

A candlelight vigil
ended in an attempt
to storm parliament last
Monday as Parliament failed
to pass a homosexual age of
consent of 16. Eight arrests
ensued as police blockaded
the door against militant gay
campaigners, outraged at the
failure of the bill by only 27
votes.

The bill, put forward by
Edwina Currie, was the cul-
mination of several months of
rallies and campaigning, and
years of pressurising the gov-
ernment. MPs, however, voted
for a compromise age of 18,
frustrating gay pressure groups
who were adamant that this
was not good enough. At a
rather disappointed party af-
terwards, a gay spokesman
stated “Anyone who says that
18 is alright is talking

Two d 1sappome d

protestors console each other after the vote

Members Come
Out for Eighteen

bollocks...we willkeep campaign-
ing until we get equality.”
Police were under fire for
allowing the eventual riot;
shocked MPsdemanded to know
why the demonstration had
been allowed outside Parlia-
ment - normally large gather-
ings are subject to a one mile
exclusion zone around White-
hall. But the police were insist-
ent that they had acted cor-
rectly, condemning the rioters
as being only a small section of
an otherwise well ordered lobby
queue. The exercise, it was
claimed, was an attempt to help
police lose their homophobic
image to the gay community.
But things had got out of hand
when protesters blocked off St
Margaret Street chanting “To-
riesout” and other slogans, par-
ticularly certain allegations
about Lilley and Portillo, the
two cabinet ministers recently
slurredin ‘Scallywag’ magazine.

The riot took place shortly
after eleven o’clock, by which
time most of the several thou-
sand protestershad left, leav-
ing only a few hundred in-
censed picketers outside the
House.

Gay pressure groups later
distanced themselves from
them, although Michael
Cashman, chair of Stone-
wall, said that civil disobe-
dience could ensue from the
vote, demanding an equal
age of consent for both
homosexualsand hetero-
sexuals. Although this was
not with reference to the riot
commentators suggested

that the timing of such a |

statement was bad, and that
such behaviour as displayed
outside the House only dam-
aged the image of gay rights
campaigns.

MPs voted for 18 by a
majority of 265 votes.
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completelyinane, whilethosewith
less stamina gave up altogether
and passed out on the floor.

All in all however, the Stu-
dent Union organisers were
pleased with the response;over
500 signatures were collected
and the petition hasbeen taken
to Downing Street, and a copy
will be sent to John Patten. As
a direct result of the Work-In,
ithasbeen proved tothat there
is a need for extending the
working hours. Some were a
little disappointed that it
wasn’t better attended despite
widespread publicity and the
fact the School failed to deliver
the press conference they’d in-

dicated they would provide.
LBC radio however made an
appearance around 6.30 on
Wednesday morning to catch
students at their articulate
best, and certain individuals
were only to happy to comply.

The general feeling was that
a good evening was had all
round. Dr Ashworth maintains
that it was a “very pleasant,
jolly occasion,” and commends
it on its “immaculate
stewarding.” They will be con-
sidering extending the work-
ing hours, but there are more
immediate problemsregarding
the Library itself which he
states is “past its sell-by date.”

LSE Remains
Homeless

Steve Roy
and Alan Davies

twas suggested last week

that the LSE had lost out

on an opportunity to buy

Bankside House - across the

Thames from St Paul’s Cathe-
dral - due to dithering.

The office building, which

wasbelieved tohave been owned

_bythe National Grid, could have
‘been turned into a 600 bed stu-

dent residence. However the
new owners are the University
of the South Bank, who are
understood to have purchased
the property despite having
entered a lower bid.

However School official
Michael Arthur denied the LSE
administrationhad draggedit’s
feet. He explained how the
School uses an external project
manager - in this case Trench
Farrow - to look out for suitable
student residence opportuni-
ties.

In this case a developer had
made a proposal which the
School, after deliberation with
students, the Inter Halls Com-
mittee and a sub committee for

new buildings, thought worth
pursuing. Arthur insisted that
the developer’s bid had been
available when the vendor re-
quested “best and final offers”
and had in no way been de-
layed. '

When questioned as to why
Bankside House had therefore
gone to an alternative buyer he
could only suggest there may °
have been “understandable
preferencesfor the local univer-
sity: perhaps”, though he was
not prepared to discuss the size
of the LSE offer: “I'd rather not
comment.”

~ Arthur wanted to empha-

size that the search for resi-
dences was ongoing and that at
present the School is looking at
another three possibilities. Two
north of the river and one to the
south. :

Another prospective site,
the Endeavour House office on
Shaftsbury Avenue, was re-
cently removed from offer, indi-
cating a pick up in the commer-
cial property sector. Arthur ac-
knowledged this “makes things
harder, but I don’t think we
have missed out.”

Students Reveal Thoughts

5 Beaver Staff

A recent Gallup survey
printed in The Guard-
ian Education supplement
highlighted the reasons that
many young people have to
become students.

The majority of students,
some 34%, indicated that “get-
ting a degree” was their pri-
mary reason for going to uni-
versity. 21% of respondents
stated that they just wanted
to continue in education. Not
surprisingly, this was closely

followed by 18% who just saw
college as a natural progres-
sion. ,

The poll also sought stu-
dents’ opinions on the current
Government’s education
policy. Perhaps surprisingly,
only 20% of those questioned
supported a two-term semes-
ter system, while 60% opposed
it.

Almost half of those ques-
tioned supported the idea of
putting an end to the practice
of making conditional offers to
‘A’ level students.
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The Students’ Union is in trouble. The external threat of John
Patten’s “reforms” has, thankfully, passed away, but internal
pressuresarenowemergingasmoreofathreattothe LSESU’sfuture.

To illustrate the argument, here are a few figures; 1,400 people
voted in the sabbatical elections last year (about 25% of the eligible
vote). They elected 14 people to act as the Students’ Union executive
representatives, and a further 12 individuals in less influential
positions. These people carry out (some of the time) the policies
passed in the Union General Meetings (UGMs), which are attended
by an average of 200 people each week (that’s a mere 4% of the total
student population at the LSE).

Need I say more? Sadly, yes. Take a close look at who actually
attends UGMs. The vast majority of the students there are from the
UK and some, especially those on the balcony, succeed in creating a
hugely intimidating atmosphere that is undemocratic and possibly
contrary to the code of free speech adopted by the School.

The fact that no-one in the balcony ever speaks, or that they are
in no danger themselves from paper bombs and planes, indicates
just how detached from reality they,“the balcanoids”, are. Have
they ever stopped to consider what the effect of their actions have
on an overseas student, disadvantaged by a lack of fluent English,
but eager to contribute to the debates (sic)? Is it then a wonder that
overseas students, nowin themajority at the LSE, shun thischildish
flexing of puny muscle? ,

Thus, the real danger to the LSE Students’ Union is this 4% who
pointlessly challenge representatives elected by a much wider (and
far more representative) group of students, often for the political
gain of a few ambitious “hacks”.

Changing this is difficult, if not impossible (even 10% of LSE
Students could not fit into the Old Theatre). But increased involve-
mentisnot. As Returning Officer, [ urge you to start by voting in the
elections on Tuesday and Thursday. Doing so will send a clear
message to the School administration and to the UGM; “we care
about the LSE Students’ Union”. Such a message is long overdue
and much needed to prevent irreversable decline. The enemy
without has lost; now defeat the enemy within.

James Brown, LSESU Returning Officer
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Due to LSESU elections, some letters
are unable to be published this week

Dear Beaver,

How sorry I was to hear
that people like me make
Evelyn Chambers sick. It’s a
shame she has such a weak
stomach, perhaps I could rec-
ommend some Alka Seltzer,
but I think arsenic would ef-
fect the best cure. She de-
scribes me as arrogant, self-
opinionated, pontificating
hypocrite, well excuse me for
breathing. Isuggest Ms Cham-
bers takes her own
pontifications and sticks them
where the sun don’t shine! Has
she ever considered why edu-
cational facilities are so

stretched? Could it possibly be
government policy? Hasit ever
occurred to her to voice her
opinions to those directly re-
sponsible? Apparently the dem-
onstration wasted police time, did
we ask the police to turn up? Is
she so insignificant that the po-

lice have never thought it neces- *

sary to waste her time? As for
wasting Union money on secu-
rity guards, isn’t this simply a
device to silence and punish dis-
sent? :

The demo sadly stopped her
from typing up an already over-
due essay, not a bad excuse to
giveyour tutor, try gettingit done

Lighten up...

on time and spend a little less
effort on bad-mouthing people.
As for the accusation that
I'm a hypocrite “because once I
graduate I will be behind a
desk in a suit like the rest of
us”, sorry to disappoint you sis-
ter, but I've already been there
and it sucks. I wonder if Ms
Chambers would complain if
the Minister for Education
made grants contingent on
sucking his d**k! I never said

- we certainly need a 1917 revo-

lution in attitudes, and yes,

Iam at the LSE for spiritua

enlightenment. 7
Steven Bickers.

Playing a Waiting Game

Dear Beaver,

As you will doubtless know,
the House of Commons re-
cently voted to lower the ho-
mosexual age of consent to 18.
Although this is by no means
final - it has to pass the House
of Lords, and there is a case
pending before the European
Court of Human Rights - T am
somewhat alarmed by the pace
of reform, and the consequent
danger of being swept along
by a tide of political correct-
ness.

The Stonewall lobbying
campaign has been working
fully for around a year, which
in terms of such a major change
is an unprecedented short
length of time. Granted, it is
morally self-evident that peo-
ple’s sexuality should not be a
basis for discrimination, but
there are further social factors
to consider. Homosexual sex is
largely based around a sub-
culture thatinvolves public toi-

lets, random encounters in
parks, indiscriminate use of
anyone available. It is partly
these factors, the promiscuity
and the high risk of blood con-
tact in some activities which
has led to AIDS being a pre-
dominantly homosexual prob-
lem. Thisis borne out by statis-
tical evidence, but no govern-
ment would dare say so, be-
cause it would be accused on
the one hand of homophobia,
and on the other of encourag-
ing “unsafe” sex. For the same
reasons they cannot explain in
detail how statistical evidence
shows the condom to be far less
effective than is commonly be-
lieved. In almost all sexual en-
counters thereis some element
of persuasion, of negotiation;
the whole process of chatting
someone up, between whatever
sexesitoccurs, is part of this. A
confused sixteen year-old will
have farless ability in this field
than an older man, and is more

likely to be talked inte doing
something that he may not
want to. The steps towards an
encounter are not always
clearly visible. Dutch law rec-
ognizes this, and contains a
provision for prosecution of the
older person given a signifi-
cant age gap. This possibility
has, naturally, not been raised
in the course of the campaign,
even with the obvious possi-
bility of applying it to
heterosexuals as well.

I am not saying that the
law should not be changed; I
am arguing instead for a less
hasty approach that will con-
sider the full implications of
its actions. What really needs
changingis peoples attitudes,
which ultimately determine
the law, and not vice versa,
but this is a far longer process
that maybe gay activists do
not have the patience for.

Yours Sincerely,
Paul Owen

Letters to
Brezhnev

Dear Sir,

May I be allowed to appeal
toyour readers and ask them to
respond to the thousands of re-
quests we’ve had in our organi-
sation from the recently liber-
ated people of Eastern Europe
and the former U.S.S.R. These
people are now eager to learn
about our lifestyles, education
systems, commercial and mar-
keting methods, hobbies, lan-
guage, pets, Christmas customs,
-in short, everything we take
for granted in the West!

International Pen Friends
has made it possible for them
to contact British families and
individuals. Anybody who en-
joys writing letters is welcome
tojoin in this new and exciting

correspondence. Thousands of
these good people have joined
the club and are keen to com-
municate with the West. Most
of them speak and write good
English.

L.P.F. was created in 1967
to promote international good-
will and friendship. It now pro-
vides a worldwide pen friend
service catering forall ages and
interests. Potential penfriends
are supplied on the basis of
similar age groups and closely
matched interests.

Membership information
can be obtained by writing to
myself and including a self ad-
dressed envelope.

Sincerely

Margaret Anderson
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Images of Conflict

verywhere you look

Hasan Khalid
there’s conflict. All

Eover the world

there’s turmoil. All around us
is confusion. There seems to
be no escape from the sad-
ness and hatred of this world.
Within us there is conflict;
no matter what we do we
don’t feel satisfaction. Dis-
tress. No matter how hard
we try we can’t taste true
joy and happiness. Despair.
Our hearts don’t feel peace
or our souls contentment.
Turmoil. In our interper-
sonal relationships there is
conflict. Racism. ¥ntoler-
ance. Impatience. As the

world population gets larger -
and larger, and the techno- |

logical developments more
and more complex, the per-
sonal world has become
more and more lonely and
isolated, creating distress
and conflict. At the societal
and national level there’s
conflict. Wars - economic
warfare as a tool of subjuga-
tion for nations of different

- ideology, or race; physical
warfare due to greed, op-
pression and racism; ideo-
logical warfare as an at-
tempt to brainwash and ma-
nipulate. International con-
flict - countries being ruled
by oppressive regimes; Eco-
logical conflict - humanity
is slowly destroying the

Earth that feeds and sus-
tains it. Everywhere there’s
conflict. :

We need a panacea. We
need a glimmer of hope. We
need something to hold onto
that can really solve our
problems - not a “wishy-
washy” ideology that seeks
to offer us a dreamy/roman-
tic solution, nor one that is
so idealistic that it has re-
moved itself from reality. We
don’t need a man-made solu-
tion. Man-made “solutions”
have exacerbated the prob-
lem. Why? Because of our in
built limitations which we
continually seek to deny.
Like our imperfect knowl-
edge - when we assess a prob-
lem which has its route in
human behaviour, like over-
population, we are only able

. to access limited informa-
tion. And because we can
only use limited knowledge,
our solution, or our attempt
to find one, is already handi-
capped. Unless we have ac-
cess to all information, our
“solutions” will be flawed.
Secondly due to our biased

‘nature - even if given perfect
information- we would still
tend to'come to a decision
which is not necessarily logi-
cal, but tainted by our emo-

tionality. Moreover any de-
cision may be at variance
with yours, even if we are
given the same information.
A good example would be ho-
mosexuality - given the same
information people come to
different decisions. And
there are many other ways
in which humanity’s limita-
tions seriously hamper any
attempt to formulate real,
lasting solutions to the con-
flict that grips us. We need
a real solution, that deals
with conflict at all levels,
finding the root cause and
providing a cure which is
both attainable and effec-
tive. We need Islam. Islam
explicitly because it is not
man-made and thus soiled
by the human touch. Islam
because of its divine origin.

Muslims believe that
there is only one God, and
that one God is the sole
Creator of all and as such is
in complete control of all.
Muslims also believe that
God, as the Creator, is sepa-
rate and distinct from the
creation. Distinct in all
senses of the word. For ex-
ample God doesn’t have lim-
‘iting features. God is nei-
ther a feminist nor a chau-
vinist; God is concerned with
the rights of men .and
women. And because God is
neither male nor female but
is the creator of both, we
can accept the decisions of
God without any personal
grudges. Moreover, as the
Creator, God is also All-
Aware,so knowledge which
might escape us couldn’t es-
cape God. Further, would
not the Creator know the
creation better that the
creation knows itself?

The solution given to us
is Islam. The key to accept-
ing the prescription is to
accept the Prescriber. The
key to understanding the

remedy is to accept the na-
ture of humanity and the
structure of society. Nations
are composed of societies.
Societies are built by fami-
lies. Families are made up
of individuals. To solve na-
tional problems then, you
must solve the problems of
individuals. Islam starts
here with the individual,
because they are given a rea-
son for existing. This is cen-
tral because a life without

direction is a life of misery.
Also everything springs
from the aim of life, which
is to follow the path of Is-
lam. To remove the inner
turmoil, God has ordained
prayer. Prayer, among
other things, acts as an oa-
sis in the face of troubles.
Prayer focuses; prayer
calms. Prayer produces se-
renity. And because Mus-
lims pray five times a day,
they are never far from a

chance to recharge. For in-
terpersonal interactions, Is-
lam has laid down detailed
guidelines which, when
acted upon, remove the bar-
riers to peaceful co-exist-
ence. Muslims are com-
manded to be patient, trust-
worthy and understanding.
They are told to help each
other in times of need, to be
courteous and respectful to
elders. Women are given the
honour and reverence which
is their due, and men the
respect and authority nec-
essary.All of these ingredi-
ents help create harmoni-
ous relationships between
individuals. And then you
can move to the level of
families and that of soci-
ety. At each level there are
specific, detailed prescrip-
tions which, when put into
practice, allow for the
smooth kind of society poli-
ticians talk about and phi-
losophers dream of.

What we need is peace.
No more conflict and confu-
sion, just peace. Peace
within us and peace in soci-
ety and in the world at
large. Islam claims to have
that peace. In fact the Ara-
bic word, Islam, when
translated, actual means
peace. So Islam is Peace.

Tell us what you think!

Earn £10 in 20 minutes

PRL Research are seeking final-year and second-
year undergraduates, who are in the process of
considering a career, to briefly review some graduate
recruitment material. '

We are particularly keen to speak to students taking
business studies, economics and other related
degrees who anticipate gaining an upper second or
first class degree. We are looking for people who
would consider working abroad and who are
involved in a range of extra-curricular activities.

The interviews will be held on campus on
‘Wednesday 2 March.

To find out more please phone:
Christine Long on 0223 323700
(reverse charge calls will be accepted)

.

All information received will be treated as strictly confidential.
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~ Louise Ashon ;
Socialist Workers Student Society
Third Year Law Student
No Previous Posts Held

The General Secretary’s job should
be to organise students against any
attacks on their standards of living
and quality of education. Every stu-
dent knows that writingletters to Tory
|MP’s will not make the Government
back down.

Instead the Union must organise
an effective campaign against the 30%
grant cuts. Since the Budget announce-
ment, SWSShave played a crucial role
in mobilising opposition to this attack
on education.

I have been involved in organising
both local and national demonstra-
tions including the occupation at LSE.

‘When John Patten came to our col-
lege I helped build a picket which left
him with egg on his face. Rather than
-|allowing him to speak unchallenged I
expressed the anger felt towards the
Torie’s education policies. :

We need a fighting Union led by
committed activists not careerists. We
can stop these grant cuts and getrid of
the Tories.

Alexander Ellis
Conservative Students
First Year History Student
ULU General Council and
Union Council :

We need to ensure that the General
Secretary is someone 'who believes in

the LSE and not some “Independent”.

Solely than for self glorification. At the
same time the General Secretary must
carry out Union policy, whether they
|agree with it or not. If we have to
affiliate to the NUS we don’t want to

waste £10,000 a year on them, £500
should be enough. Sabbatical salaries
are also too high and should be cut by
a third - the money can be better spent
on a complete revamp for the Tuns.
And most important we must have
meat in the cafe and the Tuns open
between 3-5pm. Vote Tory for a better
and brighter LSE.

Hasan Ali Iman
Third Year Management
Treasurer and President of
the Bangladesh Society.

Sincere people talk little and do much.

Raj Jethwa
LSE Labour Club :
First Year BSc (Econ)

As General Secretary I willincrease
genuine student representation by
making the Students’ Union and the
Staff Student Committee more acces-
sible. I will strengthen Union services
and campaign to ensure ULU receives
adequate funding. I will also under-
take campaigns against grant cuts and
underfunding of higher education. The
LSE Labour Club believes in true de-
mocracy and a united student body. A
vote for Labour is a vote for unity.

Martin Lewis
Independent (A student Union For All)
Third Year Government/Law
Governor, Executive Officer,

Rag Chair, Ents Committee,
NUS Observers

I believe our Students’ Union
should serve and represent all LSE
students. I will:

1. Complle afull“altemative,” course

04

(From left to right) Ralph Wilde (inset)Thom Bagherra O’Reilly, Denis Russel, Raj
Jethwa, Alexander Ellis, Louise Ashon Jason Waddle, Hasan Ali Imam and Martin Lewis °
Photo: Scott Wayne

handbook (including postgrads) with
student opinions of their courses, and
work with the school to provide an
improved system of academic feedback.

- 2. Relaunch the Veggie cafe ( as a
mainstream vegetarian e.g.chips, cakes
and pastries) and have a television for
the every day student on the top floor.

- 3. Refurbish the Tuns and oversee
the S.U. shop’s expansion.

4. Make the Union more user
friendly, (e.g. why is the only pay phone
in the Tuns, wh1ch has 11m1ted opening
hours).

5.Increase Union participation, with
weekly surgeries in each hall, listening
to students, speed up the UGM with

votesby acclamation, asat NUS confer-

ence.

~ As General Secretary I will wprk
hard to ensure all students reap the
benefits of our Union, to make it a
Union for all!

Thoém Bagheera @ Reilly
The Baloo Party
Fourth Year Law Student

President of Drama Society
and the (unafilliated) Jungle
Book Appreciation Society

“Look for those bear necessi-
ties, the simple bear necessities
forget about your worries and
your strife. I mean the bear ne-
cessities that’s why a bear can
rest at ease with just the with
just the bear necessities of life. If
you look under rocks and plants
and take a glance at the fancy
ants, and try a few; the bear
necessities of life will come to
you. Get with the Beat;’Cos I am,
I’'m gone, man, solid gone.” Vote
for me “cos I’'m the coolest bear

2 .

that ever there was.....’
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- “We’ll d ahmg to get lec e !”

: J Sta Cru :

Denis Russel
Defend Denis Campaign
Second Year History

I am standing in the election te
highlight the growing trend towards
active policing of student life. This is
being conducted by both college man-
agement and student unions. Here at
the LSE I have been labelled as “ag-
gressive” by our Students’ Union and
consequently disciplined by the school.
The implication is that the biggest
“menace” students face at the LSE is
Denis Russell! So instead of fighting
cuts in the quality of education or the
schools attempts to regiment our be-
haviours, we should shut up and
accept lower standards.

Everywhere managementisclamp-
ing down. Student unions either pas-
sively give the go ahead, or as at the
LSE, actively encourage this trend.
We in the Defend Denis campaign are
standing against this. Join us. Defend
Denis to Defend all Students.

Jason Waddle
Thatcher Love Child - Spirit of ‘79
Second Year Economic History

“Where there is discord, may we
bring harmony. Where there is error,
may we bring truth. Where there is
error, may we bring truth. Where there
is doubt, may we bringfaith. And where
there is despair, may we bring hope” -
These words epitomise all thatis wrong
with LSE’s Students’ Union (e.g. in-
fighting, splits, etc) and give a firm

basis for me, as General Secretary, to.
deal with the real issues of the day,
not the petty squabbling.

Ralph Wilde

| and Accountability Candidate
1 Second Year International Relations

Independent Action, Representation -

' Butlers Wharf President, _
Careers Advisory Committee,
Union Council, ULU General
Council and Student Governor| -

As LSE approaches its centenary
year the Union should build on its
foundation of action and account-
ability. :

I would take a firm stand on is-
sues like underfunding, hardship
and Patten’s reforms, as I do as a
Student Governor and did as Presi-
dent at Butlers Wharf, where I got
the rent reduced, introduced recy-
cling and set the wheels in motion
for a bar and computer room. Well-
organized action is essential,
whether it be a demonstration or
library Work-In, both of which IThave
successfully organized in the past.
We must take a firm line against
Top-Up Fees and the cynical way in
which the school exploits overseas
students for fees. We want our voice
heard, a voice that is representative
and authoritative, and we won’t get|
that until the Union faces up to its
responsibility to involve as many
students as possible, from whatever

background and nationality.

Finance & Services Officer

Ola Budzinska
Totally Independent
Second Year BSc. (Econ)

I believe that there are still many
areas where the efficiency of the SU
can be improved. I have plans to make
the cafe once again a profit making
entity now that the School is turning
towards overseas students and the
. |number of vegetarians is rapidly de-
creasing. I believe a referendum could
enable the SU to organise a cafeteria
that could compete, both in prices and
quality, with the Brunch Bowl. Hack-
er’s Bar would become a pool and TV

ance- related budget for societies. It is,
I think, necessary in the time when

that societies exist and actively par-
ticipate in the life of the School.

: Adam Morris
Conservative Students
First year International Releations

As a Conservative 1 believe the
first priority of this Union is to serve
its members and provide value for
money. With this in mind I wish to
present the following points as my
manifesto:-

I believe funding for societies
should be based primarily upon the
number of members, with extra funds
being allocated to individual societies
_|by a vote of the Union. I do not think

the Union should fund partisan socie-
ties or political campaigns.

room. I would like to realise a perform-

union grants are being cut every year |-

I would review the funds paid by
the LSESU to NUS considering the
limited services it offers.

The students of this university are
faced with an added problem of the
expense of living in London. I, as Fi-
nancial and Services Officer, would
seriously examine the way in which
you the members, can best be served
by your Union with particular refer-
ence to making your resources go as
far as possible.

Rahul Sriskanthan
Rights, Unity Action
Third Year BSc. (Econ)
Executive and NUS Conference

Imagine a student union without
students. Bizarre? Now imagine a un-
ion that doesn’t represent its students.
Nay let’s talk about a union where less
than 40% vote, and overseas and post-
graduate students are under repre-
sented. Why does the LSE Union lack
involvement?

We can’t blame student apathy be-
cause student societies are active. It’s
simple. Students won’t support an un-
representative union,

Sabbaticals need to be accountable.
Helping students and justifying policy,
requires regular office hours which
should b e constitutionalized. A public-
ity officer would ensure you know ex-

-actly what the executive is doing.

It’s your money that’s spent on serv-
ices. Market research would tell
whether you need an expanded print

could pay £25,000. A society assesment
scheme would ensure societies get good
service from the Union.

Finally cutting sabbatical pay by
£1000 bringing it into line with stu-
dents living on grants.

(Cut due to words exceeding word limit)

' Ron Voce’
Final Year BA History
Honorary Student,General
Purposes Committee,UGM
Vice Chair, Chair of Constitu-
tionand Steering Committee,
Beaver Executive Editor, NUS

Conference (5 times) and NUS
London

Next year’s Finance and Serv-
ices Officer will find themselves
with a large deficit. This is noth-
ing new, but throwing money at
the problem is not a solution. I
have no hesitation in Jooking at
the entire Services side. and to the
School for more new revenue
sources for which I have a few ideas.

By cutting sabbatical salary by
at least £2000, and giving sab-
baticals a LT Gold Card, the money

saved should go to the hardship

room facjlhtles longer hours for the g om peftto Right - Ron Voce, Rahul Shnskanthan, Ola Budzinska, Jason Waddle amd
Tuns or “Endsleigh Insurance which Adam Moms

Photo: Scott Wayne
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fund to students who need it not
those who aressupposed to be serv-
ing students.

You may ask yourselves why Iam
standing again, well simply, I know I
can do the job and I have been asked to
by a varied cross section of people to
stand, not because of any ulterior per-
sonal motive. After four years at the
LSE I think I have achieved every-
thing I can. Prove me wrong! :

~ Jason Waddle
Thatcher Love Child- Spirit of 79
Second Year Economic History

This year is a crunch year for
NUS. As Finance and Services Of-
ficer I aim to set a budget that
reflects the needs of the majority
of students, in terms of popular

societies, the student newspaper

‘The Beaver .

and any worthy requests. But then
again, money isn’t everything, and
it’s easier to break a promise than
stick to one. ;

Sarah Motta
Defend Denis Campaign
Third Year Philosophy

I am standing in this election to
highlight the growing trend towards
active policing of student life. This is
being conducted by the school man-
agement and the Students’Union. In-
stead of fighting cuts in education
student unions have given up. Eve-
rywhere management is clamping
down and it seems at the LSE the
Students’ Union has actively encour-
aged this. We, in the Defend Denis
campaign are standing for this. De-
fend Denis - Defend All Students.

Michiel Van Hulten, General Secretary in 1991-2, Now standing in the Duch European

Elections in March

Photo: Beaver Staff

Welfare & E_quai_l__b_p—ps

Gregor Claude
Defend Denis Campaign
MSc Economic History

I am standing in this election to high-
light the growing trend towards active
policing of student life. This is being
conducted by both college management
and student unions. At the LSE we have
the Denis the “Menace” case. Denis
Russell, a second year student who was
fingered as "aggressive” by our own Stu-
dents’ Union and consequently disci-
plined by the school. The implication is
that the biggest “menace” students face
at the LSE is Denis Russell! Instead of
fighting cuts in the quality of education
Yor the School’s attempts to regiment our
behaviour, we should shut up instead.
Everywhere management is clamping
down. Student Unions either passively
give the go ahead, or as at the LSE,
actively encourage this trend. We in the
Defend Denis Campaign are standing
against this. Join us.

-Mubin Haq
Socialist Worker Students
Student Society
Third Year History

Students are suffering real hard-
‘|ship. This will get worse with the 30%
grant cuts. When the Tories have
finished, education will be something
only for the rich.

However, the School must also take
responsibility for students’ welfare. We
need cheaper rents and nursery
places, more accommodation, can-
teens, books and money for the
Hardship Fund.

LSE can afford this. But Ashworth’s
moreinterested in top-up fees, increas-
ing overseas students’fees and cutting
the Union Budget. We cannot let
him do this. Ashworth’s arse has
to be kicked not licked!

The Union must also fight against
the rising threat of racism and fas-
cism. Recently some students have
received Nazi hate-mail.

As an active member of the AN LI
helped organise the Unity demonstra-

/

tion. I am involved in building the
TUC March against Racism and the
ANL Carnival. These activities con-
front the Nazis and ensure they can’t

grow.

Kate Hampton
Independent :
Second Year BSc (Econ)
Executive, Court of Governors,
Constitution and Steering,
Accomodation Committee.

Students are unhappy with the Un-
ion because they feel it is unrepre-
sentative and bureaucratic: Having
been actively involved in the Union, I
appreciate theseinadequacies and will
work for a more accountable and pro-
gressive Executive.

The Welfare sabbatical has to be
approachable, dedicated and efficient.
I will work with other officers to en-
sure that student welfare is a top pri-
ority within the School, whetherin the
fields of accommodation, academic af-
fairs or financial hardship.

Equal opportunities must be advo-
cated vigorously, particularly in the
light of LSE’sinadequate equal oppor-
tunities policy. Campaigns against
all forms of discrimination must be
high profile and persistent.

T promise to be available and re-
sponsive to the needs of all students,
whatever their political beliefs, back-
ground or fee status.

I believe the Union has the poten-
tial to be of far greater value to the
student population and I will endeav-
our to realise this potential.

Vini Ghatate

Independent
MSc European Studies

. Ifounded LSE Greenpeace, and have
twice been President of Passfield Hall.
Next year, I want to unite the LSE by
providing the opportunity and the as-

7

sistance for every ethnic and cultural
society to get together and organise
events. LSE has students from 129 coun-
tries; via.solidarity we can combat dis-
crimination.

I will press the School to increase
funds available for financial aid, and for
the LSE to look at other options of rais-
ing funds other than from students.

Ipropose toradically alter the School’s
policy on the environment. I will urge
the School to introduce a strict code on
the environment, concerning the use of
environmentally friendly products and

- recycling facilities. I will also hold an

eco-awareness week to highlight the im-
portance of these issues.

I have the experience and the com-
mitment to do these things. Vote Vini
Ghatate.

Hugh O’Leary
Conservative Students
Second Year BSc (Econ)

For too long, we have been told that
“Equal Opportunities” means sacrific-
ing our individuality to whichever left

have allowed scrounging workshy Com-
munists to set the agenda. We have sat
idle as their “centrist” fellow travellers
kow-towed to their ridiculous demands
in the name of political correctness.

Well, enough is enough. It’s time for
a system that allows each individual to
prosper on their own merits. That re-
wards the true virtues; charity, courage,
decency, honesty and good old fashioned
hard work.

That’s equal opportunities and that
is what I stand for.

P.S. Socialist Workers Party? More
like Socialist Shirkers Party. =

P.P.S. Anti-Nazi League? Take out
the “anti” and the “league” and you have ,
got a fair description of the sort of people
who beat up black police officers for
being ‘traitors’. :

Jason Waddle
Thatcher Love Child -

Spirit of 79
Second Year Economic History

This is not the end. It is not even
the beginning of the end - but it is,
perhaps, the end of the beginning.

wing clique chooses to speak for us. We

From left to right (front row): Vinni Ghatate, Louise Grogan, Jason Waddle (back row)
Hugh O’Leary, Mubin Hag, Gregor Claude and Kate Hampton
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: Gary Delar =y
Independent :
Third Year BS~

Treasurer of 2C
Asathirdyear, 1..nd the Schoolisan
enjoyable place to study I feel a lot more
could be made of its potential and his-
toryasoneof London’s prime venues for
various entertainers. Given financial
constraints I still feel it would be possi-
ble to fund better and more frequent
entertainments by better publicity and
higherattendance. Bigger bandswould
be feasible by advertising through other
colleges and selling tickets through
U.L.U. Jointventures with Kings would
be a cheap way of increasing choice. To
improve visibility and accountability I
would keep an office hour for people to
bring me comments and suggestions To
avoid another “Bradburn” type disaster
of spending all the money in the first
term, I would give a quick budget to the
U.G.M once amonth detailinghowmuch
was spent and how much was left.

Rob Hick
Dependent :
Second year BSc Statistics
Passfield Hall Committee
Music Editor, The Beaver

Those of you who know me already

~ willknowthatI can usually be found in

the area of the pool table in the Three

. Tuns. What you may not know, how-

ever, is that while I am not in the Tuns

I am most likely to be out sampling

some of the much and varied entertain-
ments on offer in London.

- So, the best part of three years’

groundwork already. Not bad, eh?

It is without doubt, therefore, that
any events staged by me would not be
both of high quality and appealing and,
mostimportantly, affordable tostudents.

What else? Well, I'll drag the Tuns’
jukebox into the 90s (after all,  dragged it
into the 80s last summer) and I willlobby
for extra money for societies to provide
entertainment which is in the interest of
the student body as a whole.

Well, what else can I say in 150...

Alicia Marchant
Independent
Second Year BSc. (Econ)
Chair Rag Society, Events
Liason and Societies Liason

How to have a storming good time
at LSE? Read on for details...

Amongstotherideas, I would intro-
duce popular events which would ap-
peal tolarger audiences than the Tuns

regulars, such asthe much neglected

post graduate and foreign students;
returning LSE to the London comedy
circuit and organising numerous trips
and excursions.

Friday night events would be ex-
panded with use of the Quad and more
experienced, and up to date Djs.

For societies I would hope to pro-
vide better support and liaison be-
tween them, with a longer office hour
and a phone available at all times.
There are so many ideas that prospec-
tive candidates can introduce, but at

the end of the day it is the most
motivated person who will do the
best job. That I believe through expe-
rience is me. With your support
“things can only get better.” :

Eric Steeves
All the time - The Canadian
Royal Family
It’'s 1994, What a stupid Question
Economics, So I can earn lots
of money- a stool in the Tuns

You unroyal people. When I
win the Ents Officer I will resign
immediately because I am a third
year and I want a real job, back in
the greatest country in the world.
CANADA. I will donate my salary
and put every pound into a beer
subsidy of Molson because nobody
who came to the LSE to get drunk
wants to donate money to Friends
of Gay Cuba or the Lesbian and
Gay Society. They want to drink.
God save the drunk king - ie. Me.

Jason Waddle
Thatcher Love Child - Spirit of 79
Second Year Economlcs_

Alright, you might not want
me doing this position. If not,
there’s plenty of time to vote for.
me as General Secretary - per-
haps Finance and Services -
maybe Equal Opportunities.
What the hell - you might as well
vote me in as everything.

Other

e zers

Positions

OVERSEAS STUDENTS OFFICER

Florian Hoffmann

Alexander Diklich Conservative Students

Karen Lie Independent - Student Issues First

WOMEN’S OFFICER

Sorrel Osborne Indépendent

Francisca Malaree LSE Labour Club
- Tom Scott Conservative Students Sexual Equahty Campaign

Samantha Chalkley Independent - Student Issues First

. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Claire Lawrie

LSE Labour Club

: Independerit Student Issues First

Nick Fletcher Independent

Pamela Keenan Independent - Student Issues First
Philip Tod Liberal Democrat

Nick Kirby .LSE Labour Club

Baljit Mahal *LSE Labour Club

Jason Waddle Thatcher Love Child - Spirit of ‘79
James Atkinson - Conservative Students

RETURNING OFFICER

-Tom Greatrex
Jason Waddle‘

LSE Labour Club : :
Thatcher Love Child - Spirit of ‘79

Bernado Dugan, the landmark of any LSESU Election

Photo: Jon Santa-Cruz
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Yuan Potts - Liberal Democrat

Paul Bates - LSE Labour Club

Arun Velusami Conservative Students

Ross Hendry Independent - Student Issues First
~ Jason Waddle Thatcher Love Child - Spirit of ‘79

William Bratton Independent - Student Issues First

CONSTITUTION AND STEERING COMMITTEE

NUS CONFERENCE

Gary Delaney Independent

Gidon Koch Independent

Paul Birrell Conservative Students

Jason Waddle Thatcher Love Child - Spirit of ‘79
Yuan Potts Radical Centre/Stop the Gravy Train
Adrian May Independent - Student Issues First
Kate Hampton Independent ‘
Francisca Malaree LSE Lahour Club

Justin Deaville

‘Independent (A Student Union for All!)

Don McCarthy LSE Labour Club

Martin Sprott Conservative Students

Richard Skelding Liberal Democrat

Shaibal Dutta LSE Labour Club : ;
Jason Waddle Thatcher Love Child - Spirit of ‘79
Nicolas Sutton Liberal Democrat

Mark Boden LSE Labour Club

Sarah Clifford Independent - Student Issues First
Tom Smith LSE Labour Club

Sinead Logue Conservative Students

Linda Pearson Independent - Student Issues First
ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE

Justin Deaville Independent (A Student Union for All!)

Paul Birrell Conservative Students

Jason Waddle Thatcher Love Child - Spirit of ‘79
Samantha Chalkley Independent - Student Issues First
Nicolas Sutton Liberal Democrat

Derek Lin Independent - Student Issues First

Louise Ashon Socialist Workers Student Society
David Ward Independent

James Atkinson Conservative Students

Micky Khurana LSE Labour Club

Nick Fletcher Independent

Gregor Claude Revolutionary Communist Party
Vini Ghatate Independent

Iain Roberts Liberal Democrats

Adam Morris Conservative Students

Alicia Marchant Independent

Don McCarthy LSE Labour Club

Jason Stacey Independent - Student Issues First
Martin Lewis Independent (A Student Union for All!)

This list is correct at the
the time of going to press

— om—

Come to skills workshop on:
‘Wednesday, 2nd March

2.00 - 3.30 pm, C116
.+ Rose Rachman

Prmntauon Skilis Work Shop

Having difficulties in Seminars?
Need Some help in presenting your material?

Liz Waller

Visit RUSSIA
with the

LSE Grimshaw Club

See Moscow, St Petersburg,
Zagorsk, and Pushkin.

_programme, visa and insurance
.. for £490 (fully inclusive).
For details please obtain an application
form from the Grimshaw Club
pigeon holes outside room A129.

8 days, hotel, meals, return flight, tourist' :

AN
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Sonia Kalsi & Susha

Lee-Shortaman

(44 umpshot”, written by
John Taylor and di-
rected by Clinton Blake, is de-
scribed as being “a play with
music”, if not exactly a mu-
sical. The cast is comprised
of mainly children with a
few professional actors
thrown in. All the perform-
ers are drawn from the
Youngblood and Kaleido-
scope theatre companies
and the whole play is very
reminiscent of school, both
in its setting and presenta-
tion.

Most of the action in
“Jumpshot” takes place in
the Paragon Basketball
Club in West London. The
club is fairly successful and
has just won a trophy for
the second year running.
The captain of the team,
Junior, played by Mark
Asante, is mocked by his
older brother Lewis for his
sporting achievements.
Lewis is played well by Mo

Sesay of “Bhaji on the

Beach” fame. At the pres-
entation evening, attended
by the ambitious local
Councillor and Club Chair-
man, Clive Brimble, there
are indications that all is
not well and the first seeds
of conflict can be detected.

Phil Gomm

In “Kafka” - a new film di
rected by Steven
Soderbergh of “Sex, Lies and
Videotape” fame - Jeremy
Irons plays a character
based on the famous Czech
author. However this movie
is anything but a biographi-
cal account of his life. In-
stead the film delivers a tale
that could have been
scripted by Kafka himself,
but results in him being in-
tegral to the plot.

Shot mainly on location
in Prague, the film follows
Iron’s character as he tries
to unravel the mysterious
disappearance of his fellow
clerks at the Accident and
Insurance Compensation
Association. Kafka discov-
ers that the sinister on go-
ings are connected with the
castle that dominates the
city. :

The first part of the film,

Although Brimble claims to
be “proud to drink from the
same cup as my friends and
brethren”, it is only after
Lewis forces him that he
sips from the cup that is
offered.

Originally there is an el-
ement of ambiguity as to
whether the conflict really
exists or whether Lewis is
seeing antagonism where
there is none. As the play
unfolds it becomes clear
that Lewis’ suspicions are

‘well-founded as Brimble,

the supposed “pillar of the
community”, is revealed to
have extreme racist convic-
tions. Once his slick public
facade is removed his lack
of control in both language,
opinions and expression is
exposed. The scene in which
heis alone under ared light
is effective in showing his
fear, paranoia and psycho-
logical motivation.

All the songs are catchy
and show a variety of dif-
ferent musical styles. The
cast really comes together
to perform them and this is
the time where the large
number of people involved
in this production look
their best. Often the stage
seems untidy with unnec-
essary numbers of people.
Although the music is ef-
fective it occasionally ap-

is in black and white, giv-
ing an impression of drab-
ness and conformity. But
once the story moves into
the fortress, colour photog-
raphy is used which high-
lights the so called moder-
nity and progress that is
being pursued there. How-
ever, as Kafka comments on
the secret goings on: “I've
tried to write nightmares
and you've built one.” The
watcher is left questioning
the benefits of a continual
search for advancement and
efficiency.

Overall the film is enter-
taining and perhaps less
pretentious than the afore-
mentioned Soderbergh pro-
duction. And to cap it all
the background music re-
minds one of the 1960s
Michael Caine character
Harry Palmer; all very cloak
and dagger!

“Kafka” opens on Feb-
ruary 25th, at MGM
Shaftesbury Avenue.

pears out of place and ham-
pers the advancement of
the story.

There is a subplot of the
relationship between
Komeni, an Asian woman,
and Lewis, but it is never
developed and hangs un-
easily in the background
like her disagreements
with her brother. The pro-
duction would have been
more successful by either
exploring the issue more
fully or dropping the idea
entirely. The play builds to
a dramatic though predict-
able climax and the audi-
ence is left feeling a little
unsatisfied. The ending re-
sorts to cliches which de-
tract from the sincerity of
the plot.

In short the play is an
uneasy mixture of a school
drama production and an
attempt at social realism.
It tries to deal with an im-
portant topic but fails to
say anything new or origi-
nal. The message of “rac-
ism is bad” is simply not
enough and will be quite
obvious already to any au-
dience prepared to go and
see it. It’s a brave effort,
but it tries to take on too
much and consequently

‘doesn’t manage to convey

anything of lasting impact
at all.

fka i

»y The TheatredeComphm

'Debéréh
Goldenberg

 one else trips ove
body - and dies,

dmedy iﬁ'a c‘emeter'y 2 From these kind

Very Kafkaesque .......

Photo: Guild Films Ltd
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‘Too Many Cooks...

Daniel Silverstone

rthur Wesker wanted

to dramatise the “ut-

ter lunacy” of the industrial

kitchen but in such way that
“it becomes an epitome of the

modern-work centre.” He
was adamantly opposed to

art as a means of self-ex-

pression and insisted that

his “themes come from the

characters” and were not

imposed on them. The play

was written in 1957 and has

returned to the Royal Court

where it was first performed.

This malleable theatre has

‘once again been transformed
-to incorporate an extraordi-
narily realistic set. Unfortu-

nately this is the only suc-

cessful attempt at realism

in a disappointing play.

In the manic pursuit of “ut-

ter lunacy”, Wesker and

director Stephen Daldry’s

portrayal of the kitchen is an

_ unbridled one. There are con-
“tinual physical threats,
confrontations,shouting
matches and self-indulgent

Dennis Lim

“S ex Is... © is a feature-

length documentary
which explores the often taboo
subject of gay sexuality.
Named “Best Gay Film” at
last year’s Berlin Film Festi-
val, it plays at the ICA
Cinematheque forthree weeks
from 16 February.

American director Marc
Huestis has spliced together a
series of honest, revealing and
largely fascinating interviews
with a diverse cross-section of
gay men - across generations

. (the youngest interviewee is
19, the oldest 72), occupations
(from porn starto pastor), races
(white, black, Asian and His-
panic men all feature), reli-
gions, backgroundsetc. Rather
than portray the gay commu-
nity as an exclusively young,
white preserve (as so often
happens), Huestis manages to
represent it as diverse and
relatively free of stereotypes.
As ifit was a selling point, the
interviews are punctuated
with clips from “rare archival
erotic films” (i.e. porn flicks).

Huestis does very little
besides organize the footage
into loose sub-headings.
Sexual experience,coming out,
masturbation, orgasms, rela-
tionships; sado-masochism,
AIDS, death, bereavement,

soliloquies. This gives an apt
sense of the pressure and in-
tensity of work. Yet he ne-
glects to dramatise the most
salient feature of a kitchen, its
heat. It is the heat which cre-
ates the rarified atmosphere,
increases the pressure and
makes even the simplest task
an act of stoicism. He is also
ignorant of the intricate hier-
archy and rigid organisation
which must exist under the
surface, if a kitchen of this size
is to operate effectively. If
Wesker desires realism he
would have had the much
harder task of capturing all
the pettiness, the pedantic se-
quences and snide snubs which
make up a war that can never
degenerate into open battle.
The whole of the first half'is
taken up by what seems like a
frantic effort by the cast to make
as much noise as possible while
doing varied racial cameos. This
is mitigated in part by the excel-
lentacting of Loraine Ashton, but
the overall impression is of abra-
sive confusion. This left me de-
tached and indifferent to the

guilt - practically every terri-
tory is covered - and in some
depth too. The film recalls
the hedonistic pre-AIDS days
of casual, random and mostly
unsafe sex. Syphilis, gonor-
rhoea and hepatitis are re-
ferred to as the “rites of pas-
sage” for a gay man in 1970s
San Francisco. It recalls the
misinformation and uncer-
tainty which came with the
arrival of AIDS and the confu-
sion and hysteria which fol-
lowed. A couple of men talk
openly about their partners
dying, others discuss chang-
ing attitudes to sex as the
threat of AIDS persists.

The tone is not always de-
spondent and there are enough
amusing moments to prevent
boredom or despair from set-
ting in. One man recalls how
hisfathertried to toughen him
up - encouraging him to work
out by buying him body-build-
ing magazines, which he in
turn would use as masturba-
tory material. Another ex-
plains why he equates the

“smell of shampoo with

wanking.

This film, with what ini-
tially seems like an esoteric,
highly specific audience in
mind, could very well have
been a self-indulgent piece of
tedium. Talking heads going
on about sex ad nauseum and

sporadic cries of the characters
in the second half.
Occasionally, when a con-
ciliatory Jew is given a rose by
a repentant German you can
feel the play desperately trying
to gain gravitas. Again it fails

and feels awkward. Wesker ac-
curately observestheracial mix
often present in this unreward-
ing environment but fails to
add anything more. The play
has aged badly and the inter-
mittent social criticism seems

IS..

an excuse toslipin somesleaze,
basically. But most of the time,
it rises above that. Huestis’
interviewees (himself in-
cluded) are an engaging spec-
trum of characters and thank-
fully, he never dwells too long
on any one of them. The edit-
ing is sharp, stylish and the
tone, for the most part, is
firmly tongue-in-cheek.

Huestis, in the director’s state-
ment, somewhat immodestly
calls his film “sex education at
itsfinest.” ’'minclined to agree.
“Awareness” must be the key
word here - “Sex Is ... ” at-
tempts to educate the public
about a marginalized sector of
society and, in so doing, com-
bats ignorance, fear and big-
otry. Public perception of the
gay community seems to be
still comprised largely of en-

during myths and misconcep- .

tions. This honest, funny and
touching film is a fine educa-
tion tool and may well be seen
as essential viewing for
straight even more than for
gay people.

It’snot necessarily tasteful
all the time, but that’s part of
the fun. Believe me, there are
few things funnier than see-
ing Dan Quayle and assorted
clueless Republicans calling
for a return to family values in
between clips of naked men

}'ervently jerking off together.

stale. This play was written by
an outsider and the feeling of
removal is enforced by the pro-
duction. It lacks the pathos of
Brecht or Shaw and ultimately
the characterisation is superfi-
cial and its insights parochial.

British Library
of Politcal
& Economic
science

The Library will be holding a
sale of unwanted and/or
duplicated books during
Monday 28th February to
‘Wednesday 2nd March.

The books for sale are mostly
gifts given to the library over the
last 2 years which the library
either does not want or has
already. All subjects are included.
The Sale will take place in the
library’s conference room (first
floor). Between 10 am and 6pm
with prices between £1 & £5.
All LSE staff and students are
welcome to browse and buy!
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Telly Addict

This week Julle Emery decldes
It's too cold to go out and goes
goggle-eyed watching the telly.

es I know, you get weeks of me blab
bing on about how great London is
and all the wonderful things you do
here, then all of a sudden I turn

couch potato and start saying “stay in and watch

the telly.” But let’s face it, when it’s freezing

cold outside and you can’t face the ritual putting

on your coat, hat, scarf and gloves, followed by
a half an hour wait at the bus stop, a night
staring at the TV seems an inviting prospect.
But programme-makers seem to have an inbuilt
ability to misrepresent students, whether it’s

mad Jack pursuing Michelle in the union bar in

“Eastenders” or Beth and Margaret going to a
lecturer’s thirtieth birthday party in
“Brookside”.

But first I think we should turn our atten-
tion to the programme that’s aimed at you and

students throughout the land,“The Living
Soap”. Question: having watched “Sylvania -

Waters” or any other “fly on the wall” pro-
gramme, would you agree to have your every
argument, hot date and filthy habit broadcast
to the nation in exchange for a year’s free rent?
OK then, maybe you would, but to me the stu-
dents on “The Living Soap” are even more des-
perate to be on TV than the saddoes you get
eating pubic hair sandwiches on “The Word”.

And what about “The Word”, the show we all
say we don’t watch, but we all do, because it’s so
appalling: what other programme would go out
of its way to find the worst presenter in the
world? Step forward Hufty, yeh kushti. Their
recent Mr University was truly terrible: what
on earth were those blokes doing, didn’t they
realise they looked like complete plonkers?

In “Eastenders” we have dippy Shelley, her
ex-boyfriend who had a penchant for wearing a
stupid headscarf and Meshell the mature stu-
dent. “Brookside” has Beth grappling with her
sexuality inbetween burying and then digging
up her dad’s body, and Katie falling prey to
loopy Simon’s dodgy religious cult.

Then there’s the definitive students - living -
together - in - a - dirty - house show, ‘The Young
Ones’. Here I show my age when I reveal that I
used to be able to quote whole chunks of dialogue
(now when I was at college...), and that was when
it was first shown. Today it still makes me laugh,
and although the humour has certainly dated, so

‘much of it still rings true. Everyone knows a
Rick,a Vyvian and a Neil. In fact the 90’s versions
can be seen on “The Living Soap”.

So on reflection, if you’re going to spend a
night in watching the TV, maybe it’s best to
avoid any programmes that have student char-
acters in. Try something more realistic: “Pris-
oner Cell Block H”, anyone?

lection fever and

the Lesbian, Gay
and Bisexual Society: Gay
Awareness Week, “Wel-
come to the Queer World”.
I’m not too sure if there is
any link there, but don’t
worry if there is, your
friendly Beaver will en-
deavour to find it. All ’'m
goingtosayabouttheelec-
tions ‘cause you are all
bound to be bored of it by
now is... Use Your Vote.
All Gay Awareness events

' are in bold.

‘Women at Work’: Two
lesbians talk about their
jobs. 1) Lilian Mohin of
Onlywomen Press Ltd. 2)
Vicki Canter (sic): BBC Pro-
grammer. lpm in the
Womens’ Room. Women
Only. :

The Jewish Society will be

welcoming The Spiro Institute,
on “Chasidism”. There will be
plenty of food and drink too.
H216, I would give you a time
but nobody told me...

Video: “Coming out” fol-
lowed by discussion.
12.30pm in the Womens’
Room. ;

Charles Kennedy MP will
be speaking at 1pm. Room

X229. “The Liberal Democrat

Party” As far as I know, this
isn’t part of the LGB’s weekly
events.

As part of the regular LSE
Demo’s events, Sir Robin But-

- ler will be discussing “The Brit-

ish Civil Service and it’s Fu-
ture.” 5.30pm. Old Theatre.

Monday Night Soccer. Live
action in the Underground
with free entry.

‘Womens’ Room.

Socialisation?” All very wel-
come with your religious and
cultural opinions. Two guest
speakers from medicine and
psychology. 1pm in the

“United Colours of ULU”
The first night of ULU’s regu-
lar multi-cultural events (To-
morrow as well at a similar

~ Chris
Eubank

will now talk on
Wednesday 2nd March
In the Oid Theatre at
5.00pm

AII old tickets are valld
Limitod spaces are

he day on

Bebate: “Born or Bred?? 0%
*“Sexuality: A Product of

time). Pay your £5 (£3 adv.),
make your way to Manning
Hall at ULU for a varied
evening of food, music and
other themed events. From
7.00 - 10.30 both evenings.
The Rag film night takesona
bit of a nasty twitch this week,
with “Henry, Portrait of a Serial
Killer” and “Man Bites Dog” the
featured films. Expect a large
turnoutof “Reservoir Dogs”fans.
£2from 7pm inthe New Theatre.

Out And Outrageous.
Party and entertainment
from 12.30pm in the
Womens’ Room.

Jim Wallace MP, “British
Politics: A View. From North
of the Border.” C120 at 1pm.

5.30pm. Old Theatre. The
Sumitomo Life Research Insti-
tute/LSE Annual Lecture. Pro-

fessor Seizaburo Sato(Research

Director, International Institute
for Global Peace; Member of
Faculty, Keio University) on
“Japan’s New Domestic Politics

And The Foreign Policy Impli-
- cations.” Admission Free. Now

if all that hasn’t won you over I

- don’t know what will.

Habit continues...With can-
dles flickering, incense burning,
vibrant projections (Why do I
have to write this shit?)... What-

- ever,moremellowjazzsoundsin

the Underground. Free Entry.

Quelle surprise!! Yes, the in-
famousTime Tunnel again. Mind
you as the election results will all
be common knowledge by now,
there should be a fair few cel-
ebrating and a fair few drowning
their sorrows. With a definite bar
extension (on the advice of Justin
D.), midnight will be the perfect
time to take the piss out of all the
losers, just remember to duck.

- Normalrulesapply, freeasusual.

The weekend approaches

" oncemore...AndtheHellfireraises

it’'s horned head once more... See
posters for details or the stall in
Houghton St. How this will fair
with the AU’s ‘trip’, we can only
hint at, but as completely unbi-
ased we won'’t. Best of luck to
all those ‘going to Paris.
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13 Euro Goths
- Floating in the

Dead

trip to East 17 on Sat-
urday proved that “eve-
rything’s gonna be alright” for
the women’s hockey team. A
superb game ended in a well
deserved win for the girls who
have struggled throughout this
season. A big vote of thanks to
everyone whoshowed up toplay
ataridiculuoslyearlyhour,even
“those who looked as if the night
before had been somewhat
heavy (good to see the colour
back in your cheeks Harriet).

The first goal was rifled in

Sea

by Rita “Did anyone mention a

. massage?” Mukerjee after a

quick pass from Skipper Des,

_backaftera gruellingholidayin

Tunisia (Whosaid cut the grants
?-Ed.).Inthesecond half Angela
“ I can’t believe it!” Perdoni
scored after a textbook short
corner. Ritabagged herbracein
the dying throws to complete
what amounted to a rout.

The whole game was a real
team effort (not a fake then?-
Ed.) and everybody deserved a
pat on the back. Kathleen in
goal had a less fraught time
than usual thanks to some solid

defending. The midfield was as
dynamic as ever, twisting,
thrusting and probing into ar-

eas most fear to tread. The for- - S
wards hardly left the ‘D’ and -

QMW never mounted a serious
threat, despite a constant
stream of cheers from their
barmy army of supporters.

The team only has a few
more fixtures to play this sea-
son soit needs the supportofall

the playerstoend onahighnote
(Ifthisfails try crack-Ed.). Keep
an eye on the notice board for
details of our next assault of
Everest.

Dir’s Top Tips

Around Town

1.Tie string around your waist when getting the bus. Tie it to
the bus stop and cut it to the length of your journey. Sit by the
door of the bus and you will be yanked off at the correct stop.

2. Buy football boots with retractable studs so you can wear
them to play then go straight to the disco without having to
change. :

3. Romance your girlfriend on Valentine’s night by cooking
- her pizza and chips and washing it down with a can of lager.
“They love it!”, or so he says.

4. Panic about getting to your local for last orders, thenrealize -

it’s only ten to nine and you are about 200 yards away.-

5. Fall off tables while drunk, wake up the following morning

‘and phone your mates and ask them where you went and why
you can’t walk.

6. Forget you have already had dinner twice and eat it again,
making yourself sick in the process.

7. Lose your friend’s flat keys and break in by smashing his
front window because you can’t be bothered to wait for him to
get home.

8. After smoking jazz fags offer your friends a feast of ketchup
on toast. “They love it!”, or so he says.

9. Go flat hunting in September and be homeless until Febru-
ary, it saves on rent. Then find a flat which you can’t afford and
take that instead.
10.Er. . . . that’s it.

Mike Nesmith tries connecting
himself to a Number 36 bus

the Ionges 9

Sports - 15

No Score

(after extra-time)

o

S Norwe1g1an Fourth D1v1$1on81de Cartherud sold a player
to Stavanger IF in the Seventies for a transfer fee of one

pound of cheese, four pints of milk, four eggs, one small loa.f

and a pound of coffee ; : ~

21 Stupld Fl]ms that Combme the Thrllls of
DrmkmgmtheTuns&War TR

1. Full Metal Tennants
2. The Theakstons of Iwo Jima
3. A Jack Daniels Too Far
4. The Guinness of Navarone
2 b B*A*S*S
‘6. Newkie Brown Over the River Kwai
. %. - < 7.The Longest Archers - =
£ " 8. Von Ryan’s Bailey’s
5 S 9. Smirnoff on the 4th of July
- 10. Too-Late the Barcardi
11. Apocalypse IPA
12. Stella! Stella! Stella!
13. Pork Chop Sol
14. Tetley’s Heroes
15. Red Rock of Courage :
16. Dirty Worthingtons: Their Deadliest M1851on
~ 17. Casualty of Coors
~18. The Woodpeckers of Telemark
~  19. Charge of the Boddingtons
20.Where Murphy’s Dare
21. Southern Comfort

g

Delwyn Humphreys, Kidderminister’s somersaultufg ;
goal-scorer, represented England’s semi-pros last week
against Wales but a few years back the Welsh FA, aroused
by the striker’s Christian name, contacted him about play-
ing for them. Unfortunately there was no family connection
with the valleys. Del’s Dad was simply a big fan of Del
Shannon, he of ‘Runaway’ fame.

16 Stupid Ways to Try and Communicate the

Philosophy of Socrates to the General Public

1. An Ice Show Spectacular
2. A weekly sitcom
3. Mime :
4. Semaphore
5. As a series of complicated anagrams
6. In skywriting
7 Usmg either the wombles or the Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles
8. Subliminally, during episodes of ‘T. J. Hooker’
9. As a daily cartoon strip in the Sun
10. Written on small pieces of paper hidden down your
: trousers
11. Morse Code
12. As a series of Crossword clues
13. Printing it on the backs of every single player in
the Premier League
14. Over the phone
15.0ver a British Rail PA Tannoy
16. Speaking in Esperanto

o
- ;
National Stereotyping: After a recent Madrid derby four
Atletico skins beat up a Colombian photographer - because
he din’t have any cocaine on him

g

Jamaica’s two-man bobsleigh crew at Lillehammer were
disqualified after driver Dudley Stokes, brakeman Wayne
Thomas and their bob weighed in 81b over the 8601b limit.
“Our brakeman’s weight cycles up and down a lot,” said
Jamaican team leader Leo Campbell -

£

&
No Score (after extra time)
©1994 The House of Strop
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Iorio 4ths
se Tallants
isely =

Sa Chopper .

ith cup glorynomore
than a teardrop in
the well of Brian’s heart, and
league success as unlikely as
Scouse scoring a penalty, the
glorious Fourths were on a
downer. As Saturday ap-
proached, having your name
on the Fourth’s team sheet,
seemed as popular as a
drunken chat with Eugene
Stalker. But if beer can do lit-
tle for certain people’s commu-
nication skills, it can at least
fill up an empty team sheet,
with a few friendly words late
on a Friday night at the Tuns.
By Saturday morning we had
12 players, with the appear-
ance of Elkin and an errant,
injured Cory, pending.
The first half was a close
affair, highlighted by a fine

‘save from Andy, which clev-

erly capitalised on the lack
of a linesman and on Ref-
eree Orminston’s reluctance
to make a decision during
the entire match. With the
half-time whistle there were
no goals, but plenty of ideas
about how to get them. Most
importantly, Angus at last
noticed the other ten play-
ers in the team and prom-
ised to try passing to one of

yako Kagawa was se

lected torepresentthe
London area in the British
Universities Student Federa-
tion ‘s annual competitionlast
weekend. Thisis a team event
(10 men or five women) where
the Universities in the vari-
ous regions (Scotland, Wales,
Northern, Southern etc) are
grouped and fight as one. The
London area is not made up of
the universities of the London
Area, but solely by the Uni-
versity of London. This makes
it a very challenging event,
with high standards of fitness
and technical ability.- The
Men’s team had-a very disap-.
pointing event so it was up to
the women to salvage some
pride. This was the first time
for many years that a wom-
en’s team hadbeen entered so
it was with some trepidation
that the coaches waited for
the result. The London wom-
en’s judo was characterized
by gritty determination and.
all fought exceptionally well

28th February 1994

us in the next half. The new
boys (Andy, Angus, Dan, Cory
Tallant Jr. and Zak) were cop-
ing well with the pressure of
playing for LSE’s old glory team
- namely trying not to lose.
When Referee Orminston,

in a rare moment of alertness,

blew for the second half, the old
boys of the Glorious Fourths
could taste a victory. Angus,
working on the score-some-
goals, pull-French-birds philoso-
phy, wasted no time. A cunning
punt inside the UCH front post

notched up his first and a deli-

cate chip of the goalie, gave LSE
a 2-0 lead. Tallant Jr. was sub-
stituted for the gravity-stricken
Elkin (who may often go down,
but should never be counted as
out), and the Tallants gazed on
at class. Jez grafted alongside
Angus, and with Dan’s assist-
ance they got one-a-piece; LSE

-4, Angus 3, UCH 0.

It was not over yet. Dan,
despite being unable to find
Finsbury Park tube, found the
midfield a breeze, and more
goals were due. By now :

The Fourths, unlike Chris
Cooper, know a good thing
when they find it, and the pres-
sure, like layers of rippling
lardy fat, was piled on. Vetta
sportingly cleared from the
UCH goal-line, but Jez was not
so generous. In a move that

against tough and uncompro-
mising opposition. Often, the
opposition was taller, heavier,
stronger & more experienced.
Many were either black belts or.
nearly of that standard. The
fights were hard, but the women
were up to the challenge. At
justoverseven and a halfstone,
Ayako our smallest competitor
came up against the biggest
team membersrepresenting the
Southern area. Londonhad lost

‘the first two fights so could not

afford to loose the vital third
fight. In an exciting fight,
Ayako, although completely
‘out-gunned’ in every depart-
ment, gave an excellent exam-

" ple of fighting Judo. Despite

giving away nearly two and a
half stone it seemed for a mo-
ment that we might even have
snatched victory against amore
experienced opponent. Butthat
experience and size slowly be-
gan to reassert itself, with the
relieved Southern gradually re-

covering from their shock, and

obtained the bitterly contested

involved the whole team (but
typically not Scouse), and
near as dammit the whole
goddamn park, the score-line
was at last reflective of LSE’s
superiority. Schlagman, who
in his own words; “beat four
men on a mazey dribble from
the half-way line, crossed ma-
jestically to Jez, who scored”,
set-up the goal, but no-one
noticed. “Total Football!”,
cried the Schlagman, and
who had the heart to disa-°
gree? But lest the LSE
Fourths became complacent,
Tom was there to remind us;
“Lift your heads LSE”, came
the cry from the dependable
centre-back. It was only 5-0
after all.

And the sixth goal? Well
‘therein lies a story. Buy me a
drink sometime and I'll tell you
about it - in fact I'll buy you a
drink and tell you about it. If
you haven’t heard already, -
I’ll tell you; it was me! Yes 1
scored! I admit my celebra-
tions were crap and
embarassed both teams, but
Idon’t care ‘cos, ISCORED A

. FUCKING GREAT GOAL.

When the final whistle
went, I thought my glory had
peaked, but walking back to
the clubhouse, Brian said
simply; “Well done son.”
Football, don’t youjustloveit?

Uchi-Gari Mutha

LSE Student in British Students Judo Ghampionship

victory. The women had fought
superbly all weekend. It is a
great shame that they could
not come back with a medal
that would justify all the effort
that was put in to both the
training beforehand and at

‘the event itself. It does bode
‘well for the future as every

one of the five will be back - :
next year. The University is

-always looking for new re-

cruits, both lightweight and
heavyweight men and women.
The LSE has the highest ratio
of female to male players in
the University. We are always
looking for women under 56 kg
and over 66 kg, and men under
65kgand over 78 kg. Individual
competitions are held by
weight categories, the lightest
for men and women respec-
tively are under 48 kg and
under 60 kg. However, every-
one is welcome. For further
information, contact Racky on
081 340 8694 or ext 7514. The
LSE’s next event is a grading
in the middle of next month..

Caw—



