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Conflict and occupation 
219 for, 134 
against 
UGM votes to 
condemn Israeli 
actions 
Marie Dunawsfy 

. & Joseph Cotterill 

The Students' Union has voted in favour 
of the "Defend Gaza, Condemn the Israeli 
Massacre" motion that was debated at a 
heated UGM last Thursday. 

The Motion's main calls were for 
the Students' Union to condemn Israel's 
military campaign. It also mandates the 
Union's Sabbatical Officers to press LSE 
Director Howard Davies to release a state
ment condemning Israel's attack on Gaza's 
educational institutions as well as issuing 
their own public statement condemning 
the attacks. The vote, held with a secret 
ballot in the Quad, passed wnth 219 in 
favour of the motion, and 154 against. 

The Old Theatre quickly filled to fuU 
capacity within minutes of opening, with 
those unable to enter being directed to the 
New Theatre, where they could partici
pate in the debate through media link up. 
While the crowd was being directed to 
seats by members of the Union's Consti
tution and Steering Committee, chants 
of "free, free Palestine" could be heard 
outside. Police were present on Houghton 
Street while LSE Security were preparing 
for a heated debate. 

On opening the meeting, Aled Dilwjai 
Fisher, asked that the student body have a 
one minute silence in memory of all those 

. involved in the current conflict and hoped 
the UGM would continue in this same 
peacefiil vein. 

Ben Jones, President of RAG, asked for 
donations to be made to Medical Aid for 
Palestinians regardless of political views 
on the motion. 

After the election of the new Chair 
Azan Marwah, and Keeper of the UGM, 
brief questions were asked to the Execu
tive and Sabbatical Officers. Following 
this Marwah invited the first speaker, 
Seph Brown, to the stage to start the 
debate. Continued on page 4 » 

A banner held aloft 
at a rally outside 
the Old Building 
on Frid^, as the 
occupiers of the 
theatre inside 
continued their 
protest 
Zeeshan Malik 

Timeline 
The week 
that was 

Thursday 
1300 UGM 
1500 Occupation 
begins in the 
Old Theatre, 
during lecture 

Friday 
Davies responds 
to the occupiers' 
demands. Rally 
held in the Old 
Theatre 

Monday 
Negotiations 
continue over 
the weekend, 
ceasethen 
resume 

Editorial 
Five days that 
have shaken 
campus. It's not 
over yet. But we 
must move on 

All wars are hatefiil. There is much 
to hate in the war fought by Is
rael and Hamas in Gaza until last 

Saturday. The bombing of the Fakhoura 
school. The rockets fired by Hamas on 
Israeli civilians. The humanitarian crisis 
that is now emerging after the ceasefire. 
Whatever we think of who started the war, 
we can all find this wrong and abhorrent. 

But it does not justify hate finding a 
home on this campus. Despite the best 
intentions of those involved, the events of 
last week went too far in the damage they 
have done to the diversity of this univer
sity. The priority now must be to restore 
calm and closure. 

Last week's Union General Meeting 
debate on the Students' Union's response 
to the Gaza war brought simmering ten
sions and passions to a; head. It should 
be a forum for free debate. But there are 
many things to regret in the way it turned 
out. 

In the first instance, the text of the 
motion was flawed before it was even 
debated. 

Many students wished to condemn 
Israel's actions in the Gaza strip. But they 
were put off and firozen out by the mo
tion's extreme and exclusionary language. 
This is no way to react to a war that has 
killed well over a thousand civilians. 

The motion should have condemned, 
or at the very least acknowledged, the 
war crimes committed by Hamas in this 
conflict. It would have detracted nothing 
from the motion's power or meaning, and 
it would have left this Union's moral stat
ure intact. As it is, that stature has been 
unmoored. But we must move on. 

Jewish and Israeli students in particu
lar must be able to feel that we can move 
on, and that they can study and live on 
campus without fear of threat. Israeli stu
dents shouldn't have to feel that criticism 
of their government is an attack on their 

identity. That was not the intention of the 
motion's proposers. But they should have 
taken it into account. 

The speeches at the UGM were well 
argued and avoided demagoguery. That 
included Joseph Brown's first speech in 
favour of the motion. The problem, how
ever, is Brown's position as Anti-Racism 
officer of the Students' Union. Someone 
else should have been on stage. 

As a rule, officers of this Union should 
be allowed to hold political views in a 
personal capacity. But it becomes danger
ous vyhen those views are expressed in 
an arena that is sensitive to the effective 
carrying out of that officer's brief. 

How can Jewish or Israeli students 
not feel uncomfortable about approaching 
Brown in his role as Anti-Racism officer 
now? Brown has not taken part in racist 
activity at all, of course. But after the 

Continued on page 10 > > 

Gaza protest 
occupation of 
Old Theatre 
nears end 

Joseph Cotterill 

The student occupation of the Old Theatre 
looked to be edging towards conclusion 
last night after a day of drama and nego
tiations between protesters and the LSE 
authorities. 

The School had broken off contact 
with the occupiers, who were protesting 
the war in Gaza, earlier in the day. 

Adrian Hall, the School's secretary 
and director of administration, said that 
there were no substantive issues remain
ing from their demands, and that the wel
fare of students taught in the Old Theatre 
would be affected if the occupation con
tinued any longer. 

"We are taking all reasonable steps to 
bring this protest to a close," he said in an 
email sent to all LSE students. 

Tensions had risen earlier after police 
with dogs searched the Old Theatre in the 
morning. A School spokesperson said that 
police were checking premises before an 
antiterrorism conference at the Peacock 
Theatre. She added that the School had 
been unaware that the Old Theatre would 
also be checked. A Metropolitan police 
spokesperson declined to comment. 

The renewed negotiations came five 
days after twenty-one activists entered 
the theatre at the start of a Thursday af
ternoon Development Studies lecture. 
Protesters took to the stage and unfiirled 
a banner as postgraduate students in the 
audience looked on. 

A spokesperson firom the group ex
plained the occupation's objectives to the 
audience while the lecturer called secu
rity. The lecture began ten minutes after 
the disruption, with the protesters sitting 
cross-legged occup3dng the stage. 

The occupying students released de
mands to the School through Students' 
Union mediators, including the Union's 
General Secretary, Aled Dilwyn Fisher. 

As well as an official statement con
demning Israel and calling for a ceasefire, 
the demands included the School's imme
diate divestment from arms companies, 
five fully paid scholarships for Palestinian 
students, and the LSE's donation of old 
computers and books to universities and 
schools in Gaza. 

Davies denied in correspondence over 
the weekend that the School invested in 
any arms companies, and said that LSE 
already provided several scholarships 
available to Palestinian students. Davies 
agreed that old books and computers 
could be donated by the School. 

CamJjus reaction to the occupation has 
been mixed. Israel Society General Secre
tary Patrick Jones said: "It is ironic that 
the Palestine Society protesters choose 
to 'occupy' the Old Theatre and interrupt 
LSE students' right to education while si
multaneously claiming that Gazans' right 
to education is their focus for this protest." 

> > More coverage pages ̂ ^-5 
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From Right to Left: the political columns 

Hayek 
Alex 
Blance 

Laski 
Vlad 

Unkovski-
Korica 

Love handles of experience 

There aren't enough fat people in 
politics these days. This hasn't 
always been the case. Back in 
the 1980s, there was so much 
lard on the Toiy front bench that 

you could have fed a small mining village 
for a year and still had enough left over for 
Nicholas Soames' breakfast. Between the 
voluptuous curves of Geoffrey Howe, the 
cascading chins of Willie Whitelaw, and 
the Juno-esque bulk of Nigel Lawson, it's 
a wonder anyone else could even squeeze' 
into the cabinet room. 

I blame Gordon Brown. Is it any 
coincidence that the Blairites he was 
keenest to get rid of were the ones with 
the most capacious waist measurements? 
In a government determined to stamp out 
all the pleasures in life, from junk food to 
binge drinking, having fatties like Charles 
Clarke and John Prescott in the cabinet 
was decidedly off message. In their place 
came Peter Mandelson, living proof of the 
inverse relationship between waist size 
and wickedness. 

This always struck me as a shame. 
There's something faintly reassuring 
about a politician who clearly enjoys his 
dinner. Perhaps it's the thought that there 
is more to their lives than back-stabbing 
in the corridors of the House of Com

mons. Or maybe it's just the thought of 
snuggling up to their warm, protective 
bulk to shelter from the coming economic 
winter. 

For that reason, I was delighted this 
week to see that the biggest beUy in British 
politics is back in the game. So gigantic 
they named him the original Big Beast, 
Ken Clarke is the wonderfU epitome of 
the fat politician. This is a rrian who enjoys 
life, equally happy puffing away over din
ner in a jazz club or having the opposition 
for breakfast. David Cameron's expected 
appointment of Clarke as shadow busi
ness secretary offers the wonderful 
prospect of Ken versus Mandy, a sort of 
Westminster Laurel and Hardy. 

I'm not alone in seeing the appeal of 
Big Ken. Despite having gone through 18 
years as a government minister, he is still 
a remarkably popular figure in the country 
at large. While the Tories bickered their 
way through four leadership elections, the 
polls showed the public would have gone 
for Ken as party leader every time. 

Indeed, sometimes it seemed as 
though the only people who couldn't un
derstand Ken's appeal were the Conser
vatives themselves. The reason for their 
suspicion, of course, was simple. Ken has 
always been openly pro-European; a brave 

move in a party of fierce eurosceptics. 
The political benefits of rehabilitating 

Ken are obvious. In one stroke, Cameron 
has thrown back in Brown's face his claim 
that the current economic crisis "is no 
time for a novice." After aU, one doesn't 
get politicians any more experienced than 
Ken Clarke. This is the man who brought 
the British economy back from the reces
sion of the early 1990s and laid the foun
dations for the ten years of growth that 
Brown was so quick to claim credit for. 

But Cameron is also sending a clear 
signal about the changed face of the 
Conservative Party. The destructive divi
sions over Europe have finally been put 
aside in favour of sorting out the much 
more pressing matter of our collapsing 
economy. With this move, Cameron has 
shown that he is a leader with sufficient 
strength to unite the party in the service of 
a greater vision, not least the need to win 
an election. 

With his no-nonsense manner and 
his unquestionable authority; Ken is just 
the man the Tories need to complete 
their rehabilitation as a serious party of 
government. Let's hope he also marks the 
beginning of the rehabilitation of the more 
rotund politician. Nicholas Soames for 
foreign secretary, anyone? 

An occupation for education 

Now this is gge occupation I 
can support: students taking 
over the main lecture theatre 
at the LSE in solidarity with 
Gaza. Since last Thursday, 

students have kept a 24-hour presence in 
the Old Theatre. They intend to maintain 
pressure on the School to move their 
tracker fund from Barclays and to set 
up various solidarity programmes with 
educational institutions in Gaza. The 
occupation started following a Union 
General Meeting vote demanding an end 
to the Israeli assault. I won't lie; I've been 
occasionally participating. And it's been 
great. 

My first occupation was a set of 
teach-ins in the Old Theatre in October 
2002, demonstrating against the coming 
invasion of Iraq. But I cannot pretend that 
we were nearly as creative back then. We 
did not sleep the night either. My next one 
was when Bush came to London in 2003. 
On that occasion, we pre-booked the 
Peacock Theatre just in case we lost the 
vote over occupation in the Extraordinary 
General Meeting. Fortunately though, 
our motion passed, so it wasn't a total 
catastrophe. 

This time, things have been different. 
The occupation is into its third day as I 

write. Students maintain a sit-in on the 
stage but do not seek to prevent lectures 
from going ahead. They just make a five-
minute declaration of their demands be
fore the lectures start and then sit through 
them. The guiding maxim is 'minimum 
disruption, maximum discussion'. 

The intention is to reach out to the 
majority of students and progressively in
volve as many as possible. For this reason, 
we have devised a rolling programme of 
leafleting, announcements in lectures, ral
lies in Houghton Street and public meet
ings at times when there are no student 
lectures in the Old Theatre. We have had 
Lindsey German, convenor of the Stop the 
War Coalition speak on the steps of the 
Old Building, and Tony Benn address an 
audience of hundreds in the Old Theatre 
on Friday. More alternative events and 
actions are planned for the coming days 
- in anticipation of a response from tbe 
School. 

By all standards, this has been a con
structive, moderate and peacefiil protest. 
Everyone involved has been careful not to 
alienate students or do damage to prop
erty. Security has been correspondingly 
unassuming and assiduously watchfiil. 
No scenes of students storming buildings, 
locking themselves in or physical confron

tations on the streete; 
Not that an escalation of creative 

forms of non-violent protest should be 
ruled out: the stronger the pressure, the 
greater the chances of success. We simply 
cannot sit by while Gaza is burning. 

There should be no reason for the 
School to refuse to come out against the 
Israeli attack on the right to education in 
Gaza. Just last year, Howard Davies had 
set a precedent when he felt he could con
demn as an attack on academic freedom 
a University and College Union motion to 
debate the pros and cons of an academic 
boycott against Israeli academic institu
tions. 

Regardless of what I think of his posi
tion on the boycott, I think it should be 
only consistent for Howard Davies to now 
take a stand on the latest outrage of the 
Israeli Defence Forces, when it bombed 
Palestinian educational institutions. He 
should also seriously re-consider banking 
with Barclays - not just because there is 
much speculation about the future of the 
Barclays - but because Barclays invests 
on-and-off in companies linked to the 
Israeli militaiy. 

Anything less would be a failure of 
moral responsibility at a time of a hu
manitarian catastrophe in Palestine. 

Viiridian 
Runaway runway to 
climate disaster 
Justus RoUin 
Enviranment and Ethics officer 

After much debate and delay, transport 
secretary Geoff Hoon finally announced 
last Thursday the government's approval 
of a third runway at Heathrow. 

The runway is scheduled to be com
pleted by 2020, and wall add approximate
ly 400 flights per day and increase annual 
passenger volumes by 15 million. 

Three conditions are attached to the 
approval. The runway will only run at half 
capacity, leading to a smaller increase in 
flights per year. Aircraft used will have 
to comply with strict greenhouse gas 
emission standards. Finally, Britain has 
to reduce its aviation-produced carbon 
dioxide emission levels to below 2005 
levels by 2050. 

But other problems are abound. The 
entire community of Sipson, consisting of 
seven hundred homes and a school, will 
have to be demolished. Unsurprisingly, the 
village has become the centre of protests 
against the third runway over the last two 
years. They also set up the 2007 climate 
camp at Heathrow, which saw thousands 
protesting for over a week. 

Many protesters believe the battle 
is not over yet. There are still a number 
of planning permissions that have not 
been granted. Residents from Sipson and 
neighbouring villages and climate activ
ists have promised to take their struggle 
to the streets and the courts. Green
peace, along with some actors like Emma 
Thompson, have started buying up land 
that would be needed for the expansion. 
The government has also been forced into 
concessions such as the implemention of 
so-called "mixed mode" flights, without 
which there would have been approxi
mately a hundred more flights per day. 

Wiile lobbyists argue that the 
expansion is economically necessary, 
the government commission on Sustain
able Development and environmental 
NGOs believe that this is not apparent. 
Expansion would create additional jobs 
but money could be lost from tourism 
revenues. 

Moreover, studies have revealed that 
almost a quarter of the flights from Heath
row are to destinations within 500 kilo
metres; routes that could be well served 
by train. The expansion will raise nitrous 
oxide emissions, the levels of which have 
already reached the desirable limit. 

Meanwhile, an interesting hiccup has 
occurred on the political side of things. 
London mayor Boris Johnson has signed 
up to the Tory promise not to expand 
Heathrow should they come into power. 
Yet he hypocritically allows other London 
airports to expand by fifty per cent. 

Rather than expansion, we should 
invest in public transport infrastructure 
and develop a green transport policy. 
Despite the fact that 70 per cent of British 
citizens are against airport expansion, the 
government still persists with aggressive 
policies that harm local communities and 
aversely affect the environment. This is 
simply unacceptable. 

Measured 
musings 

I 

No one ought to live forever 

Iust about everyone has a Facebook 
account these days. Online social 
networking, for better or for worse, 
has sealed its place in the middle 
class youth experience as an indis-
pensible source of entertainment 

and instrument of interaction. 
But Facebook is more than a mere 

plaftorm for shameless self-adulation. 
Its virtual tentacles grant users extensive 
reach to potential audiences, and ergo, a 
platform for activism. 

As the Israeli offensive rolled onward 
into Gaza, a steady stream of Facebook 
messages filled my inbox, calling for my 
support and participation in online and 
physical demonstrations of solidarity with 
the Palestinians. 

Although I can scarcely claim to be 
weU-informed and up to date with the 
historical and political intricacies of the 
conflict, I have always placed my sympa
thies with the Palestinians. But something 
in a few of those messages just did not 

strike me as appropriate. 
Those offending messages were gen

erally fine in terms of their main content. 
What I take issue with was invariably the 
very last line. The messages were signed 
off with the slogan, "Long live Palestine." 

To be precise, I loath the phrase of 
exultation "long live". It's a phrase that 
I've never found any love for, despite my 
familiarily with its use in various guises 
and languages. . 

During my formative years, I watched 
many a period Chinese drama that centred 
its plot around the imperial court. When
ever the emperor takes centre stage, his 
subjects invariably throw themselves to 
their knees and exclaim: "Huang Shang, 
wan sui, wan sui, wan wan sui." In English, 
the rhjfthmic chant literally means "May 
the emperor live for 10,000 years." But 
Western audiences will probably be more 
familiar with the translation: "Long live 
the emperor." 

The Japanese too showered their 

emperor with cheers for his longevity. 
"Tenno Heika, banzai!" was the common 
refrain with which the Japanese tradition
ally hailed their sovereign when they were 
in his presence. Again, the cheer best 
translates as "Long live the emperor." 

And of course, there is the less com
monly intoned, but no less resonant "Le 
Roi est mort, vive le Roi!" 

If slogans are judged merely on their 
emotional hook and effectiveness in 
rallying popular support, there is little to 
malign this phrase for. It is short, evoca
tive and catchy. 

However, being steeped in centuries 
of imperial dynastic history, it is hard to 
disassociate this phrase from the notion 
of blind and unquestioning faith, be it in a 
person, an ideal or a political entity. 

As a stimulus of critical thought and 
inquisition into the issues at hand, it is 
utterly useless if not wholly counterpro
ductive. 

A slogan that extols the longevity 

of anything or anyone is intellectually 
vacuous. It gives off an air of pompous 
self-righteous conviction and serves a 
completely rhetorical purpose. 

It is a clarion call to stoke masses into 
unquestioning support. A slogan to ma
nipulate, not to educate. To condense and 
over-simplify, not to clarify and qualify. 

Hardly the ideal approach to take 
towards the resolution of a bitter and 
seemingly intractable conflict. And when 
used in tbis context, it is no less ironic 
for the facf that it represents a position 
diametrically opposite to that of ultrana-
tionalist Israelis. 

No amount of utility that activists can 
derive from this archaic slogan can justify 
its use. This vestige of a bygone era ought 
to remain just that. Antiquities consigned 
to period dramas stay in period dramas. 

Chun Han Wong 
Features Editor 
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Positions 
oftheweek 
LSE careers service's 
pick of the best jobs 

Meltwater News 
International Management IVainee 

Nomura 
Summer Analysts positions 

Brook Lyndhurst 
Researcher 

International Peace FeUowships 
The Advocacy Project 

SonyBMG 
European Graduate Programme 

Gallup 
Emerging Leader, 
Management Consulting 

Government Economic Service 
Summer Vacation placements 

Interested? 
' For details of these posts and 
over three hundred more, log 
ill to My Careers Service and 
click on 'search for opportunities' 
at www.lse.ac.uk/careers 

LSE events 
Highlights of this 
week'spubliclectnres 
and talks 

Designing Policies for Growth 
Parts two and three in Prof Aghion's 
mammoth lecture series. 
Tonight and Weds, OT, 1830-2000 

World War IW0: 
Behind Closed Doors 
Laurence Rees discusses his new 
book. Tonight, HKT, 1830-2000 

The Reality of Hope: 
Obama and Europe after the Election 
Robert Kagan, Charles Grant, Robin 
Niblett and Prof Michael Cox debate. 
Wednesd^, SZT, 1830-2000 

The incompatibility of science 
and religion 
Prof John Worrall ruffles feathers. 
Wednesd^, U8,1830-2000 

The Great Transformation: 
How China changed in the long 1970s 
Thirty years in the making. Prof 
Chen Jian. Thursd^, OT, 1830-2000 

Online 
Prof Jidian Le Grand talks choice, 
markets and competition in a new 
short films produced fay LSE and the 
Independent newspaper. 
tinyurl.com/7ngk24 

The beacon in multi-million dollar investment decisions 

Bain Capital is one of the world's leading private equity funds, managing approximately $80 billion of leveraged buyout, public equity 
and credit funds. Sankaty Advisors is the debt focused hedge fund of Bain Capital and is one of the leading private managers of high 
yield debt obligations. With approximately $33 billion in committed capital, Sankaty is a world-class team of over 70 investment professionals 
with extensive experience analysing and managing high yield investments. 

Representatives from Sankaty Advisors will be available to speak with students about internships and full-time positions that will put your 
education to work on global, multi-million dollar investment decisions. 

Please look for us in the coming months to learn more about the great opportunities we offer in London and Boston. 

Summer Internship Presentation: 
Date: Wednesday, 21st January 
Time: 6:00pnn 
Place: Room NAB 2.14, New Academic Building 

Lincoln's Inn Fields, London, WC2A 3LJ 
% 

Summer Internship CV Deadline: 
Thursday, 29th January 

First Round Interviews: 
Friday, 13th February 

For more information, visit us at www.sankaty.com. 

Sankaty Advisors 
a member of the BainCapital group 

http://www.sankaty.com


News 
20 January 2009 | The Beaver 
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Look beyond banldng to benefit 
when the upturn conies, LSE 
careers head advises 
Analysts warn of worst graduate 
labour market in twentyyears 

How to survive the recession job lotteiy 
Make strategic applications with the 
eventual upturn in mind 

Develop a portfolio of options, 
indudi^ possible postgraduate 
stu^ - but don't rely on it 

Joseph Cotterill 

LSE students should drop their search for 
the perfect job and look for vacancies that 
wUl help them to prepare for the revival of 
the economy, the head of the School's ca
reers service has advised, as the scale of 
the recession's impact on the graduate la
bour market becomes clear. 

"Make sure you're in a good place 
when the upturn comes," is Fiona Sand-
ford's centrd message to students, coun
selling against taking a year out to travel 
or to "burger-flip" in despair at the disap
pearance of traditional job opportunities 
for LSE graduates. 

Sandford spoke to the Beaver in a v\/eek 
of bad nevkrs for graduates seeking jobs 
against the headwinds of recession. 

According to a poll of a hundred top re
cruiters in the UK, including Morgan Stan
ley and HSBC, employers' average gradu
ate intake will decrease by 17 per cent this 
year. 

Analysts have also warned that last-
minute job hunting at this point in the 
recruitment cycle has effectively become 
impossible, because of continuing uncer
tainty in the finance sector. 

Hard, Sandford says, but not impossi
ble. KPMG may have filled its vacancies at 
the earliest point in the recruitment cycle 
since 1986, but fifty per cent of openings 
at Deloitte so far remain open. In any case, 
students should no longer rely on entiy-
level or analyst positions being available. 

It remains to be seen how LSE students 

will be affected by the new economic en
vironment. Sandford is confident that they 
have the skill base to adapt. 

"LSE students do better, significantly 
better" in the labour market than their uni
versity peers. Graduates from the School 
have a "magic combination" of anal3ftical 
skills, a global outlook, and an entrepre
neurial attitude, all of which are favoured 
by major recruiters. 

Investment banking 
But many of those major recruiters were 
investment banks, hedge fiinds, and other 
mainstream financial services firms -
which either no longer exist, or survive 
only in severely straitened circumstances. 
Few are in a position to be marvelled by 
.LSE students' credentials. This is a vast 
change. Almost thirty per cent of the 2006 
to 2007 graduate cohort found jobs at these 
institutions. 

"We are more exposed as an institu
tion," Sandford admits. But she says the 
careers service is adapting to the new eco
nomic climate. 

Former investment banker graduates 
have been recruited on a sessional basis to 
help prepare students for applications and 
interviews, and Sandford advises students 
coming to Tower 3 "to make every use of 
every resource that you can". 

It is possible for students to continue 
making investment bank applications, 
Sandford says, if they aim their prospects 
at the eventual end of the recession. 

"There's a lot of evidence to show 
that being hired in a small cohort leads to 
greater benefits and promotion later," with 
"a vacuum above" created by credit crunch 

Maximise the skills you have and the 
skills you thinkyou should acquire 
now, while jobs are ti^t 

The labour market is challenging, but 
complex - look for niche or boutique 
firms that may still have vacancies 

Don't drop out of the market - it may 
be difficult to reenter come the upturn 

casualties in middle management. Gradu
ates who manage to enter the industry now 
and survive in the meantime could rise 
quickly. 

But Sandford is at pains to point out 
that this is a "high-risk, high-gain" career 
route, which graduates entering the field 
may baulk at. "It assumes an upturn within 
eighteen months to two years" - which is 
possible, but far frorh guaranteed. 

The other option is to explore areas of 
the finance sector that new graduates of
ten neglect, but which are excellent places 
to start a career even in a recession. 

Insurance markets, shipping agents 
and project finance in industry "have 
been traditionally completely ignored by 
LSE students," Sandford says. But all in
volve the movement of capital, remain 
good sources of jobs, and are good places 
to develop skills. "It's about going for the 
less well-known," she adds. "Thinking in a 
stepping stone way is usefid." 

This will be difficult advice for some 
LSE students to take. Sandford accepts 
that "it's incredibly hard for students who 
have come to LSE with the view to getting 
an investment banking job at the end of it." 
But the skills and "terrific exposure" that 
can be gained by taking your first job in a 
small organisation will be a much better 
route to surviving the recession, Sandford 

WEST 

points out. 
The advice is "spot-on," says Rishi 

Madlani, a former LSE Economics student 
and General Secretary of the Students' 
Union from 2005 to 2006. After leaving 
LSE, Madlani took a position at ABN Amro 
and now works at RBS. 

In a challenging economic climate, 
"it's better to have some role now, rather 
that no role later," Madlani says. His advice 
to students mulling careers choices at the 
moment is the same as Sandford's - find 
something that will develop your skills, 
rather than what matches your idea of the 
perfect job. 

"You need to show more adaptability 
and flexibility than in the normal job mar
ket. You may not know what you're doing 
whenyoii enter the job," he adds. "Increase 
your skiUs base. If it involves training, 
studying - do it." 

Non-economics jobs 
Graduate job-hunting versus postgradu
ate studies is a familiar dilemma for LSE's 
non-economics student population. Sand
ford acknowledges that continuing study is 
an attractive reflex response to the uncer
tainty of recession 

"Do postgraduate work if you're do
ing it for the right reasons, but not to hide 
from the recession," Sandford says - it may 

not provide much benefit when the upturn 
comes. 

While the job market is "always tough, 
always fragmented" for graduates of Inter
national Relations, History or other social 
science subjects, Sandford says spillover 
from the crisis in investment banking re
cruitment will affect the jobs available in 
this sector as well. 

Cases of what Sandford describes as 
"public sector displacement" have already 
hit this year's recruitment cycle, as bank
ing hopefiils scramble for safe positions. 

Teach First, a government-sponsored 
scheme for graduates to teach for two years 
before entering a deferred position in the 
private or public sector, has already filled 
vacancies in several teaching subjects well 
ahead of schedule. 

The Civil Service Fast Stream, another 
competitive public sector programme, re
ceived over twenty thousand applications 
this year - far above previous years. 

Sandford's advice is much the same as 
to budding investment bankers - diversify 
and seek out the small and unusual. Policy 
groups and think tanks, while still tough to 
get into, are one viable option. 

. As Madlani reiterates, it is not a good 
idea to be a "one-club golfer" in the midst 
of a recession or on the verge of an upturn 
- whenever that may come. 

I 
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Gaza on campus 
Week of debate and 
controversy 

UGM votes to 
condemn Israeli 
actions in Gaza 

> > Continued from front 

Brown, the Student Union's Anti Rac
ism Officer, attacked "the fatility and hy
pocrisy of Israeli actions". He argued that 
the Israeli's were pushing further away 
from peace with their current military ac
tions. Brown said this was not a "War on 
Hamas" but a "War on 1.5 million people". 
He went on to say that given the Palestin
ians have nowhere to go, "this was as bad 
as any other death penalty". He added 
that the Palestinian and Israeli Societies 
can work together, but that "there comes a 
point where we need to condemn". 

Alex Rodin, the representative from the 
Israeli Society was the first speaker against 
the motion. Rodin said that all conflicts 
have two sides and the motion "wholly ig
nored one side". He pressed that the Israeli 
Society wants peace, but Hamas' part has 
been ignored in this conflict. He directed 
his comments at Brown's position, asking 
the student body "Why is your anti-racism 
officer alienating me because I relate to Is
rael?". "Hamas have genocidal aims. This 
motion seeks to wholly demonise Israel," 
he continued. He called the proposal a 
"destructive motion" which would "isolate 

and ostracize Jewish and Israeli students". 
The motion "ignored the complexities of 
the issues" and that "the Student Union 
should not be a platform for these views". 
He claimed that Israeli and Jewish stu
dents were using English sounding names 
out of fear. Rodin continued saying the LSE 
should not blame the Israeli's wholly and 
instead proposed the NUS's current mo
tion of calling for a ceasefire. 

Mira Hammad, who seconded the mo
tion, maintained that it "in no way con
demns Israeli students, Jewish students 
or Judaism." "Whatever the Israeli reason 
for defence, it is disproportionate". In re
sponse to the Hamas rocket fire not being 
mentioned in the motion, she added, you 
"couldn't condemn both sides equally" in 
this conflict. 

Katherine RipuUone, the second 
speaker against the motion, spoke to rep
resent students who were neither pro-
Israeli nor pro-Palestinian, but who felt 
that the debate would stop discussion of 
other student related issues. The' Stu
dents' Union was not the right body to pass 
judgement on such complex issues, she 
said. The speaker said she wa% "shocked" 
that the Union's anti-racism officer was 
proposing "such a biased and extreme mo
tion." It was not for the Union to condemn 
countries, but to solve problems on cam
pus. It shouldn't tribute to their escalation. 
It would "undermine the credibility of the 
Union" RipuUone concluded. 

All speakers were met with applause 
and boos having spoken, with emotional 
and angered shouts from the floor. One 
member of the audience shouted "Where's 
your Hamas scarf?" 

Questions from the floor mostly were 
directed to Brown's position as Anti Rac
ism Officer. Helen Roberts, the Union's 
Residences Officer, said that the Palestin
ian society's activities on campus, includ
ing the UGM motion, had created an at
mosphere that had scared Israeli students. 
"How can an anti-racism officer do this?" 
she asked. 

Brown was also asked why the motion 
did not condemn Hamas alongside Israel. 
He replied that the root cause of the con
flict was Israel's occupation of Palestinian 
territory. 

On closure of the debate, students filed 
out with a hand-stamping process, in or
der for them to vote in the Quad. The bal
lot boxes were open until 4pm, however 
were extended in order for those who had 
classes between 3 and 4. A LSE ID card 
checking system was in place to ensure 
only those who were students and stamped 
voted. The whole process was overlooked 
byC&S. 

Queues extended right outside onto 
Houghton Street, yet the street remained 
calm and little campaigning was continued 
by either side. Students waited relatively 
quietly with little animosity surrounding 
the vote. The Police presence remained 
on campus throughout the afternoon and 
evening. 

The results were announced after 5pm 
and were greeted with praise from the Pal
estinian society who had taken up occupa
tion of the Old Theatre. 

The Union is now acting on the resolu
tion, vvrith demands being asked from the 
Occupiers of the Old Theatre, mediated by 
Union representatives. 

Pictures by Zeeshan Malik, clockwise 
from above: Protestors occupy a lecture 
in teh Old Theatre; deabte over the UGM 
motion; cause petition clipboard; UGM 
motion voting station; one of many peace 
posters; questionslltthe UGM debate; 
speakers line the stage during the discus-

E N D  
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TERROR! 
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Occupation faces 
backlash 

Some comments from an online petition opposing the 
Old Theatre occupation 

shortly after the UGM motion passed and 
pro-Palestinian students occupied the Old 
Theatre, another group of students set up 
an online petition to oppose the occupa
tion of the Old Theatre. 

The petition was in the form of a letter 
addressed to Howard Davies, criticis
ing the protesters' alleged disruption of 
lectures. The petition reads: "This protest 
goes beyond the right to free speech and 
interrupts the learning environment for 
students. Therefore, this protest aims to 
deny LSE students their right to educa
tion... This protest cheapens our educa
tion and should be brought to an immedi
ate end." 

The occupiers of the Old Theatre also 
set up a blog about their protest in the Old 
Theatre. One blog entry makes refer
ence to the petition: "We wish to make it 
clear that we have at no point disrupted 
lectures. We have sat on the stage during 
lectures and given short speeches before 
they begin. Lectures have then been al
lowed to continue as normal. LSE Director 
Howard Davies noted that we have 'held 
scrupulously' to our promise to allow 
lectures to proceed... Part of what we are 
fighting for is the assertion of the right to 
education. It is evidently untrue that we 
would do anything to threaten this funda
mental right." 

"This is a disgusting way to 
protest. I am insulted that 
the LSE administration has 
not put a stop to this abeaify. 
Students should not be forced 
to listen to a protesters or even 
be distracted fa3r them during 
their lectures. I have paid to 
hear a lecture. Get them out of 
the theatre, get them out of the 
university." 
AlexRodin 

"A divisive and excessive pub
licity stunt. This school has 
plenty of political space for this 
debate and for this to encroach 
on our educational space is 
disgraceful. Furthermore, the 
irony of staging an 'Occupa
tion' shows a total disregard for 
the facts of the recent conflict 
which has been a direct result 
of the Israeli Forces de-occupy-
ing the Gaza Strip," 
Ben Grabiner 

"Absolutely ridiculous that a 
serious academic lecture on 
Friday was cancelled because 
of these protesters. They can 
protest outside, like everyone 
else. Surely it's some land of 
trespass anywuy?" 
Francesca Lewis 
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was not present at the LSE. 
Professor Alex Callinicos speech fo

cused on whether this "cycle of wars", 
caused by "settler colonialism", can reach 
an end. He saw the relationship between 
Israel and Palestine as being that of the, 
"expropriator" and the "expropriator dis
placed." He believes that it can be solved by 
political transformation and that a single 
secular state can be formed. 

An LSE staff member told the audience 
that there is a list of staff that are against 
the war on terror and that they support 
what the students are doing. 

Bennspeal^at 
impromtu 
occupation event 

Phyllis Lui 

Tony Benn, President of the Stop the 
War Coalition, was on campus to speak 
out in support of the LSE student activ
ism against the conflict in Gaza at an im
promptu event organized by the occupiers 
of the Old Theatre last Friday. 

Professor Alex Callinicos from King's 
College and Lizz Wheately, a former LSE 
student, also spoke at the event. Earlier in 

the day, Lindsey German, one of the found
ers of the Stop The War campaign, had 
spoken outside the Old Building. 

Benn began his speech by congratulat
ing the occupiers on not being "an isolated 
group at LSE" as there is, "lots of support 
from around the world". 

He went on to suggest that the Israeli 
ambassador be withdrawn from London 
and that British forces such as the Royal 
Navy and the RAF be used to transport 
supplies and media into Gaza. He added 
that Palestine should be recognised as a 
state which had democratically elected 

Hamas. 
Benn also criticised the British media 

on their coverage of the conflict, saying 
that it's, "their responsibility to report both 
sides." 

Benn also spoke at length about the 
United States' support to Israel by their 
supply of arms to Isreal's military. 

Lizz Wheatley, who was at the LSE in 
the 1980s, spoke after Benn. She men
tioned SOAS' students recent occupation 
of their Brunei Gallery and attributed the 
success of the protest to the efficient man
agement of the college, something she felt 

Union Anti-Racism Officer 
attacked for owning Hamas scarf 

Ali Moussavi 

LSE Students' Union Anti-Racism Officer 
Joseph Brown has come under fire for his 
possession of a Hamas scarf 

During the UGM debate on the mo
tion to condemn Israel, a student heckled 
Brown about the scarf. 

The Jewish Society later sent a letter 
to the editor of The Beaver condemning 
Brown's ownership of the scarf. The letter 
goes on to claim that Brown brought the 
scarf on to campus, a charge which Brown 
denies. 

Furthermore, Israel Society General 
Secretary Patrick Jones issued a statement 
over the weekend sajdng: "As a friend 
and colleague, I found this extremely 
disappointing and disturbing. It would 
be dificult for Jewrish, Israeli, or Israeli-
supporting students to take their concerns 
to someone who possesses paraphernalia 
of an organisation sworn to the destruc
tion of their state and race. Therefore, 
his public ownership of this Hamas scarf 
unnecessarily prevents Joseph Brown 
from executing his duties as Anti-Racism 
Officer." 

Brown has since sent a response letter 
to the editor of The Beaver. Brown stated 
that he did not support Hamas. He said: 
"I denounce and depore heir insistence 
on targeting civilians. I do not believe 
that their constitution is an acceptable or 
defensible document." 

Brown went on to respond to the 
charges made against him over his pos
session of the scarf. He claimed that he 
found the scarf on the street at a rally and 
hat he took it home but did not display 
it. Brovm said: "1 stress in no uncertain 
terms that this is not an indication of an 
endorsement of Hamas. In order to aUay 
fiirther concerns; by the time you read this 
I will have disposed of the scarf?' 

When asked to comment on Brown's 
possession of the scarf. Union General 
Secretary Aled Fisher said: "Any organisa
tion tha calls for the killing of Jews has no 
place in the Students' Union. If students 
feel uncomfortable about an officer's 
conduct, they can address their concerns 
to me. Some students already have done, 
and I hope the issue can be resolved. If 
not, students have democratic channels 
through which to further pursue the issue". 

Medical Aid for Palestinians 
collections begin 

AliMbussavi 

LSE RAG have been supporting the charity 
Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP) in the 
wake of the recent conflict in Gaza. 

RAG was collecting in buckets on 
Houghton Street throughout last week. 

MAP is a British charity that operates 
in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Leba
non. They "strive to establish a permanent 
medical infrastructure in Palestinian com
munities by training health care practitio
ners, teachiiig medical vocational skills 
and addressing the requirements of par
ticularly vulnerable groups such as people 
with disabilities." 

The group of students who have been 
occupying the Old Theatre since Thursday 

in protest to the Israeli operation in Gaza 
have expressed support for the efforts of 
MAP. 

Israel Society General Secretary Pat
rick Jones said that he supported the ef
fort by RAG to collect money for MAP. 
Jones also suggested that it could be useflU 
to also raise money for an Israeli medical 
charity aiding those Israelis affected by the 
co^ict. 

RAG Chair Ben Jones said that RAG 
was approached by the Palestine Society 
and asked for its help in fiind-raising. 

Ben Jones said; "After it was made 
clear that our non-political stance was 
going to be respected, we were more than 
happy to shake buckets for Medical Aid for 
Palestinians - a brilliant charity that has 
been working in and around Gaza for more 
than 20 years. No one has complained 
about this, although some are less willing 
to give as they feel RAG is taking sides." 

Fears of campus 
anti-Semitism 

Ali Moussavi 

Student supporters of Israel have 
claimed that there has been a rise in anti-
Semitism on campus in the wake of the 
war in Gaza. 

Some students writing pro-Israel arti
cles in The Beaver have asked to have their 
names omitted from the byline for fear of 
alleged intimidation. 

At the UGM on Thursday, during de
bate on the motion to condemn Israeli ac
tions in Gaza, Students' Union Residences 
Officer Helen Roberts criticised Anti-Rac
ism Officer Joseph Brown, who spoke in 
favour of the motion, for creating an atmo
sphere which scared pro-Israeli students. 

The Jewish Society on campus has fur
ther criticised Brovm in a letter to the edi
tor of The Beaver claiming that his sign
ing of a letter comparing Israel's military 
operation to the Nazi Holocaust was "a 
deliberately provocative use of language 
which falls under the EU's definition of 
anti-Semitism". 

The letter went on to claim that Jew
ish students felt "intimidated and margin
alised." 

Brown responded saying; "It is a sad 
day when any pro-Palestinian activist has 
to return to the bygone days of defending 
oneself against accusations of anti-Semi
tism when defending the human rights of 
an oppressed people." 

Sources in Ae Israel Society have 
pointed to comments posted in an online 
petition which was set up to oppose the oc
cupation of the Old Theatre as evidence of 
a threatening atmosphere. 

Some comments have been made on 
the petition under psuedon3ans of promi
nent Israelis. One comment posted under 
the name: "Ehud 'I LOVE ISRAELI APART
HEID' Olmert" reads; "I am a flicker and a 
racist like most of my country man cos 
i believe that Palestine should be Jew
ish and all non-Jews should be ethnically 
cleansed... that is what I am doing in Gaza 
- kill em all!" 

The Students' Union issued a state
ment after the passage of the motion ad
dressing concerns. The statement read: 
"The Students' Union is committed to 
maintaining a safe environment for all 
students. LSE should be a place where stu
dents feel comfortable, not only to study, 
but to express their views without fear of 
intimidation or reprisal. We are deeply 
concerned over reports we have received 
of students feeling intimidated, uncom
fortable and reluctant to come to campus. 
Anti-Semitism and Islamophobia have 
no place on our campus, and we working 
with our societies, the School and others to 
ensure that our lively political debate does 
not cross the line into racism or harass
ment." 
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SOAS Gaza activists occupy campus gallery 
Joseph Cotterill 

Students of the School of Oriental and 
African Studies occupied the Brunei Gal
lery on the SOAS campus from Tuesday to 
Wednesday in protest at Israel's military 
campaign in Gaza. 

Twenty students remained in the 
gallery after closing time at half past six 
on Tuesday evening, arriving immediately 
after the SOAS Student Union's general 
meeting with sleeping bags, laptops, food 
and posters. 

A bike lock was placed on the front 
entrance to the gallery and what the occu
piers described as a "detailed action plan" 

went into effect. 
Police were called to the gallery by 

the university authorities overnight. No 
arrests were made. The protesters issued a 
set of demands to Professor Paul Web-
ley, the school's director, on Wednesday 
morning. 

Students from the SOAS Palestine 
Solidarity Committee, and Socialist 
Workers' Party, Respect, Middle East and 
Direct Action societies were involved in 
the occupation. 

Protesters demanded that the school's 
director issue a statement condemning 
Israel's actions in Gaza. 

Professor Webley had said that "it 
would be inappropriate for the School to 
make any overtly political statement as an 
institution" in a 7 Januaty statement. 

'We Were There', a Ministty of 
Defence exhibition in the Brunei Gallery 
that highlights the historical contribution 
of ethnic minorities to the British armed 
forces, sparked the occupation. 

"We were planning direct action in 
support of Gaza for a while, but this occu
pation was timed in conjunction with the 
exhibition," said Elly Badcock, a first-year 
Politics student. 

Badcock said that the exhibition is a 
"celebration of British colonialism, which 
ignores the fact that ethnic minority 
soldiers were used as human shields by 
their officers." 

"It was inappropriate an3way, but 
together with the colonial occupation of 
Gaza, we had to act," she added. Cancella
tion of the exhibition was the protesters' 

first demand. 
The occupiers said they were also 

protesting against the presence on cam
pus of Sodexho, a French company that is 
contracted by SOAS to manage catering 
and the Brunei Gallery. 

Sodexho provides food and facilities 
management for the Harmondsworth 
detention centie in the UK and militaty 
bases in the United States. The protest
ers allege that the company also provides 
catering for the Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq. 

Badcock critcised Sodexho's manage
ment of the Brunei Gallety. "They charge 
£1000 per day, which means no students 
can afford to use it," she said. 

"The Brunei room is being wasted," 
Katerji added. "It's our university. It 
should be our space, for our students," she 

said. 
The school had agreed to all of the oc

cupiers' demands early in the afternoon, 
apart from removing Sodexho from SOAS. 
It is understood that a contract with the 
company which is effective until 2011 
makes this impossible. 

The school's agreement to the 
demands was conditional on the oc
cupiers leaving the gallety by the end of 
Wednesday. By late afternoon there was 
some dissension within the ranks of the 
occupying students whether to leave the 
gallety, or to stay on in solidarity with the 
people of Gaza. 

The protest ended in the evening. The 
students continued to make use of the 
space to hold events and protest the war in 
Gaza to the end of the week. 

LSE students' oyster 
card protest disrupts 
London Assembly 
Joseph Cotterill 

LSE students disrupted a London Assem
bly session today as part of a protest by 
London Liberal Youth in favour of reduced 
student fares for single oyster card jour
neys. 

First-years Edwin Loo and Scott Mac-
donald joined activists firom UCL who en
tered the Assembly's plenaty session on 
transport waving placards and banners. 
Security staff ejected the students from the 
City Hall Chamber ten minutes later. 

The protesters demanded that Trans

port for London end "unjustified fare 
hikes" on Tube services and reduce the cost 
of single oyster card journeys for students 
by 30 per cent. 

Liberal Youth are the youth wing of 
the Liberal Democrats. Mike Tufirey, the 
Leader of the Liberal Democrats in the As
sembly, reiterated the protesters' demands 
after the ejection. 

"Recent fare hikes by TfL are now tak
ing out on average £20 a month extra from 
the typical student budget," Loo, the cam
paigns officer of London Liberal Youth 
said. 

It is understood that London's mayor 
Boris Johnson, who was in the disrupted 
session, agreed to consider reforming stu
dent fares. 

PhiioiJ'hotos 
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Protesters disrupt 
Director's live 
interview 
James McGibncy 

A live television interview with LSE 
Director Howard Davies was disrupted by 
members of the LSE Students' Union Pal
estine society last Tuesday, in protest at the 
Israeli offensive in Gaza. 

Fifteen protesters stood behind Davies 
holding a banner reading "Defend Gaza, 
condemn Israeli massacre" and placards 
showing graphic images of wounded Pal
estinian children during the interview with 
Bloomberg Television. 

Charlotte Galvin, the Palestine soci
ety's secretary, said that "the main aim was 
to raise as much public awareness as pos
sible about the suffering of the population 
of Gaza. 

"We seized upon the opportunity to 
get national media coverage when we saw 
Howard Davies being interviewed," she 
added. 

Bloomberg television crew threatened 
to call the police after the protest began. 
"You should know that I hav% powerful 
friends," one of the joumaUsts conducting 
the interview is alleged to have told pro

testers after recording finished. 
Society members said they had not 

realised it was a live interview and apolo
gised afterwards to Davies for any disrup
tion they had caused. 

Davies, who chaired the Financial Ser
vices Authority before becoming director 
of the School, was being questioned about 
financial regulation as part of network 
coverage of Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bemanke's speech at LSE. 

Davies said that he had not minded the 
peacefiil nature of the protest. "The stu
dents did not intrude. They stood behind 
with a banner - that was fine by me. The 
interview happened as planned," he said. 

The director said he had told the pro
testers that he supported their right to 
demonstrate and that they had not caused 
any inconvenience. 

Society members were impressed with 
the director's positive response. Galvin 
said that "he came across as quite support
ive of our cause and our right to protest, so 
we appreciated the nature of his reaction." 
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THE BBC WOULD LIKE TO TALK TO YOU 

If you are: 

• aged 18 and upwards 
• a current BBC World Service Radio listener (whether you listen to us for only a 

few nninutes a week, or several hours a day) 
• proficient in written and spoken English 
• interested in news & current affairs 
• nornnally resident outside the UK, but recently arrived here and not expecting to 

stay in Britain for more than the next 12 months 

Then we'd like to invite you to take part in a special exercise to train BBC World Service 
staff how to better understand their international audiences. 

This would involve you spending 2 hours talking with journalists from the BBC World 
Service's English-language news-team. 

This wouldn't be a formal interview, but a relaxed and friendly conversation about you, 
your family and friends, your everyday life in your home country, your interests and 
ambitions and concerns, your likes and dislikes about the BBC World Service's output, 
and your thoughts about media in general. 

We held a series of these workshops at the end of 2008, in which dozens of overseas 
students from across the world took part. The sessions were a great success and very 
enjoyable both for the students and for our journalists. 

You'd receive a fee of £50 (plus travel-expenses if necessary) for taking part in one of 
these 2-hour sessions. They will be held in central London on January 27th', February 
5^^ and February 17^^ 

For more information, contact: 

RAHUL SARNAIK, at BBC World Service, on 0207-557-3879 or e-mail me at: 
rahul.sarnaik@bbc.co.uk 

Students allege queue jumping at 
Bernanke lecture 

Srikanth Nara3ranamohan 

Students who secured tickets for Dr 
Ben Bemanke's lecture on Tuesday have al
leged that they were turned away in favour 
of alumni, donors and LSE governors while 
they queued to enter the Old Theatre. 

Tickets for Bemanke's lecture, on pol
icy responses to the financial crisis, sold 
out soon after release on Monday mom-
ing. Students had formed queues outside 
the Student Services Centre as early as half 
past five. 

Aquil Esmail, a second-year Econom
ics student, said that he had queued for 
tickets at seven in the morning on Monday. 

"On my ticket it was printed 'to arrive 
15 minutes before the lecture began', so 
I arrived at 12.40pm. I was second in line 
upstairs, when I was told to wait. They 
started seating people who weren't queu
ing. The person in front of me asked the 
usher why they allowed in, the usher re
plied they were invited LSE alumni donors 
who were on the list," he said. 

Aquil added, "I think that it was totally 
unfair. It should have been first come, first 
serve." 

Sophie Geng, president of the Stu
dents' Union Economics society and 
second-year Economics student was also 
turned away. Geng had queued for a ticket 
on Monday morning and arrived at the Old 
Theatre a quarter of an hour before the lec
ture began. Told that the theatre was fiall, 
Geng said she was instmcted to queue at 

the upper entrance until someone left the 
lecture. 

After 10 minutes, Sophie felt her ef
fort was fiitile and descended to the en
trance on the first floor. To her shock, she 
saw late-comers being admitted. "I came 
downstairs again, and found that several 
commercial joumalists who arrived much 
later than many of the students were able 
to argue their way in, and so were a couple 
of LSE governors. On the other hand, the 
Conferences' staff told all students to go 
off and watch the online webcast," Sophie 
said. 

Other students who did get in said that 
the lecture had been poorly organised, cit
ing a lack of overflow rooms. "I wish it was 
in the New Academic Building, it would 
have seated more. It was veiy chaotic and I 
didn't know if I would get in," said Sharon, 
a second-year economics student, who 
preferred to remain anonymous. 

There was a sliver lining for Aquil 
though. Spotting cars with special license 
plates parked outside the Old Building on 
the lot facing the Peacock Theatre, Aquil 
waited with an assortment of students and 
onlookers. 

Fifteen minutes after the lecture end
ed, Dr Bemanke exited the Old Building 
with Howard Davies, encircled by body
guards. Aquil cried out for his autograph, 
to which Dr Bernanke agreed. 

"I gave him a five pound note. He asked 
'Is this even legal?' before graciously sign
ing it. He was fantastic and it more than 
made up for not getting in the lecture," Aq
uil quipped. 
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Protecting LSE's values 
along with its finances 
Universities have to be ran responsibly to carry on investing in tough economic times 

Howard 
Davies 

LSE Director 

If someone describes you as 'busi
nesslike' it's normally a compliment, 
so I am veiy happy if people associ
ate those qualities with the London 

School of Economics and Political Science 
or with its students and staff. But I do not 
accept the LSE Not for Profit campaign's 
argument that LSE is pursuing the ethos 
of business at the expense of our primary 
purposes - research and teaching. This is 
emphatically not the case. 

Unlike businesses, LSE has no 
shareholders, pays no dividends, and does 
not exist to m^e a profit. It is true that 
we sometimes show a surplus, as we did 
at the end of the last financial year, but 
consider how this money arises and how 
it is used. In fact the core activities of the 
school - degree teaching and research 
- normally operate at close to breaking 
even. The surplus arises largely from other 
activities, such as the summer school, 
executive education. Enterprise LSE and 
so on. And it is invested back into the 
School to strengthen our research and also 
improve the education and experience of 
students - the very issues which critics 
accuse us of neglecting. 

Good financial management allows 
us to improve our environment and facili
ties. So the recent surpluses have helped 
pay for the New Academic Building, and 
will allow us to build a new Students' 
Union and students services complex 
in the comingyears. Without them, we 
could not think about that. It also means 
we have been able to invest an extra £2 
million each year to improve teaching and 
learning across the School, hiring more 
lecturers, reducing class sizes and giving 
students better support. 

Students are directly involved in the 
issue of improving student experience, 
especially through the Student Affairs 
Committee, which has already identified 
priorities to work on - for example the 
best way to use the office hour. Indeed, 
students are represented on every one of 

I I imiy^pMll 
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LSE's major decision-making bodies - in
cluding Council, the Academic Board and 
the Academic Planning and Resources 
Committee. 

So our finances are vitally impor
tant in maintaining academic excellence 
and student experience at LSE, and it is 
also important that they are not misun
derstood or misrepresented. As I have 
recently written elsewhere, it is simply not 
true that we hold shares in BAe, either in 
stocks or bonds. Nor do we have any simi
lar investments in other arms companies. 
The School's own surpluses, which arise 
from our own operations, are invested in 
cash. That position dates from 2006, when 
concerns were expressed by students 
about where money was invested before 
it is spent on education. In addition, the 
school manages some endowment fiinds, 
donated by outsiders, which back schol
arships (mainly). Some of that money 
is invested in index funds, mainly one 
called Charitrak, a fund administered by 
Barclays for charities like us. Barclays have 
confirmed that the fiind does not hold any 
BAe shares. 

We can aU agree that ethical invest
ment is a good thing - although no two 
people will ever agree is on precisely how 
that term should be defined. The School 
continues to work, through Council and 

Students do profit 
Students should look at their own actions 
before criticising LSE's ethics 

LeylaAliyeva 

Somehow the comments of 'that 
rascalish' Howard Davies about 
'loss-makers' at the LSE have 
sneaked their way into the New 
Year. It is, however, difficult 

to understand why students have taken 
this suggestion of'loss-making" so close 

to heart. It is either because they feel 
indignant at their secret being revealed 
in public or because they feel a certain 
rush of benevolence and a protective urge 
towards the less able among us. 

Clearly, though, some take this issue 
rather seriously, as their letter last week 
to Howard Davies shows - in fact they 
take it rather too seriously. Firstly, the 
writers' holier-than-thou attitude is a 
little bemusing since, from my experi
ence, it is LSE students themselves who 
think of their education largely in terms of 
profit. Upon my arrival at the university, 
I was kindly greeted by a number of LSE 
students informing me that as a history 

other groups with student representation, 
to develop a Socially Responsible Invest
ment policy. It has been agreed by Council 
that our SRI policy should.be based on 
engagement but there is no reason why 
this should constrain the policy develop
ing in any particular direction. 

The naming of the Sheikh Zayed 
theatre was another issue which exposed 
different views. A motion to campaign on 
this point was defeated at the UGM - so 
this question has been fiilly and demo
cratically aired. The theatre's name was 
approved by Council, including students, 
and after consulting the faculty with most 
knowledge of the region, with no objec
tions two years ago. We have formalised 
our ethics policy in relation to donations. 
The procedures agreed were followed in 
the Zayed case. 

Aside from finance, LSE's values also 
need to be defended and upheld. These 
values - freedom of speech, academic 
inquiiy, tolerance, respect for differing 
opinions - are harder to hold on to at 
times like these when they are needed 
most. Thankfiilly I'm not the only person 
trying to uphold them - the School's 
Council is just one arena where you wiU 
hear many people (students included) 
speak passionately about LSE's founding 
principles and its current academic mis

student, I would never be able to find a 
jpb. They could not comprehend why 
someone might choose to study a subject 
just because they found it interesting, and 
it is amusing to listen to so many students 
rant about the lack of ethics at the LSE, 
when practically everyone here raves 
about being an investment banker to earn 
great sums of money. Why general course 
students choose to complain about 'profit-
driven' LSE is completely inexplicable, 
since compared with university fees in the 
States, LSE is practically a bargain. 

Student protests at the naming of 
a New Academic Building the
atre after Sheikh Zayed are also 
rather unintelligible. It is virtu
ally impossible to justify calling 

Zayed a dictator or a tyrant, especially 
in light of the social welfare measures 
for the citizens of UAE. Before claiming 
anything about Sheikh Zayed's intolerance 
we should follow our university's motto 
of'rerum cognoscere causas' and actually 
do some research about the man. If not. 

sion. The suggestion that governors and 
council could somehow be browbeaten 
into adopting a 'corporate' mentality is 
laughable. These are tough-minded and 
plain-speaking people, who are passion
ate about education and the way that LSE 
provides it. 

They recognise that in competing with 
Harvard, Oxford, Stanford, Cambridge 
and a host of other outstanding universi
ties around the world, we have to defend 
our values while also thinking carefully 
about how we finance LSE. 

A good example would be the fiiture 
arrangements for LSE's nursery. Let me 
be clear that we are keeping the nursery 
(indeed we invested £500,000 just three 
years ago to expand its number of places). 
We did consult on whether the current 
system was the right one when initial 
evidence showed that we might be able 
to refine the way it operates. Suggestions 
from the consultation are now being 
carefUly considered. On the library, I have 
asked for more work to be done on 24 
hour opening. There are security concerns 
which must be addressed, but I think we 
could find ways of extending opening . 
further, where there is demand for it. Cost 
vnll not be the primary issue. 

In an educational world of limited 
state flinding and fierce competition to 

then do the writers of the letter suggest we 
rename buildings named after Western 
monarchs too? After all, Heniy VIII does 
not seem to have developed a particularly 
acute taste for 'human rights'. 

We live in a capitalist society, and it is 
very common to name university libraries, 
theatres and buildings after those who 
contribute towards their construction. It is 
interesting therefore that upon mention of 
an Arabic name our minds have suddenly 
referred back to the LSE's Fabian roots for 
help. Observe especially how the writers 
of last week's letter chose to name and 
shame the UAE Sheikh in flill, as Sheikh 
Zayed bin Sultan A1 Nahyan, for an extra-
scary effect. It is also doubtful whether 
many of the campaigners have actually 
read works by Sidney and Beatrice Webb 
or George Bernard ShSw, whose ideals 
they now aim to defend passionately. 

Referring to money donated by the 
Sheikh Zayed foundation as 'dirty money' 
is incredibly intolerant and untactful. In 
the end, all money is dirty, but we live 
with it. Our taxes are used to fund wars 

; LSE was able to build the New Academic 
i:: Building due to its prudent financial 

management 
I ?hoto:Er"<Laiic: 

achieve the highest standards, we can't 
ignore financial realities, or pass up 
reasonable opportunities to enhance the 
School. But this doesn't mean LSE is just 
a business - it isn't and it never will be. 
I am quoted as referring to "loss-making ' 
students". Anyone who was at the UGM 
will know this was a response to heckling 
from students claiming that they "paid" 
for the school's facilities, and after a 
question about top-up fees. The truth is 
that the fee for domestic undergraduates, 
plus the government's contribution, is 
less than the cost of their education. But I 
apologise to anyone who thinks this was 
a general point, or that it reflects a view in 
the school that we regard students as just 
consumers, or products. We - I - do not 
look at it that way. 

Running a university is a complex bal
ancing act, which involves making regular 
trade-offs between a set of objectives. 
They are easier to make if you can do so 
against a background of sound finances. 
That is the fortunate situation in which 
we find ourselves. Unlike some other 
universities, we are not having to make 
cutbacks now in response to the recession, 
for example, precisely because we have 
run the school prudently in the past. And 
we will go on doing so. I am married to 
Prudence, as it happens. 

and most of us have little scruple about 
dreaming to work in banks, which have 
frequently been observed to dispos
sess people of their homes, while our TV 
licences flind 'entertainers' like Jona
than Ross. It is also interesting to talk 
of democracy when we live in a countty 
governed by an unelected Prime Minister, 
who sends troops to Iraq and Afghanistan, 
despite belonging to what was very briefly 
in the 1940s a 'left-wing' Labour Party. 

WiA regards to calls for the LSE's 
government to adopt an ethical approach, 
I can only suggest that students first focus 
on observing an ethical approach them
selves. The way in which Remembrance 
Day on 11 November was completely 
ignored by LSE members this academic 
year, and the incredibly insensitive deci
sion to choose that date for holding an 
LSE beauty contest, are just one example 
to consider. And never, except at LSE, 
have I heard students asking if Remem
brance Day poppies were for Halloween. 
We really should think about our own eth
ics first, before forcing others to do so. 
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sensitive area. 
This leaves the issue of the 

occupation of the Old Theatre, 
extending from last Thursday 
to the time the Beaver went to 
print, by which point it appeared 
to be wrapping up. 

For students who are cross 
at having their lectures re
scheduled this week, it's worth 
remembering that most of us do 
accept that student sit-ins and 
'direct action' can be justified 
sometimes - as in the great anti-
Apartheid sit-in of the Eighties. 

And proportionality is the key 
to any student protest. For that 
reason they often deserve the 
benefit of the doubt. In this case, 
however, by the end of the oc
cupation on Monday this had aU 
but gone. The protesters should 
have balanced the disruption 
they were causing with the aims 
they had already achieved. 

The protesters wanted the 
School to ofiiciaUy condemn Is
rael's actions in Gaza. The con
cession they received, Howard 
Davies' statement of his person
al concerns, was very generous, 
especially from an institution 
the worldwide activities of 

which make it very important 
that the School remains politi
cally neutral (without sacrificing 
its core principles) as much as 
possible. Gaza's violence was the 
right exception to make. 

Indeed, Howard Davies' 
response to the occupation has 
been very measured overall, re
flecting the tolerant community 
that he leads. 

At the same time the School 
should recognise the depth of 
feeling that has been exposed 
by the events of the last week. It 
should continue to engage in se
rious dialogue with the Students' 
Union's Israeli and Palestinian 
societies, not out of a desire for 
quiet life on campus but in order 
to protect LSE's diverse and 
open environment as a moral 
imperative. 

For many students, last 
week's events were a minor hin
drance at best and a good chance 
to moan at champagne socialists 
and poseur radicals. But the pro
testers were much more serious 
than this. And the problems that 
campus relations at LSE face go 
much deeper than that. 

For now, we should all be 
happy that a ceasefire is holding 
in Gaza. But we should look to 
our own School as well. 

LSE and the audacity of hope 

\ 
As this newspaper hits 

Houghton Stieet, 
preparations will be 
underway for the in

auguration of the 44th President 
of the United States. 

A litde over four years ago, 
it would have seemed absurd , 
to suggest that on this day an 
African-American former junior 
Senator by the name Barack 
Hussein Obama would be 
mounting the podium to take the 
oath of office after an epic battle 
with Senators HiUaiy Clinton 
and John McCain - two respec
tive giants in American politics. 

Barack Obama embodies the 
values of our Fabian founders. A 
litde over 100 years ago a group 
of thinkers came together. Their 
ethic was simple: a commitment 
to public service and the curing 

of social ills. They established an 
educational institution to foster 
such values among its students. 
100 years later, the London 
School of Economics has earned 
such a reputation. 

As Honorary President of 
the LSE Students' Union, Barack 
Obama is an example to this stu
dent body. At a time of height
ened tensions on campus, when 
our faiths collide as often our 
rhetoric, Barack Obama's mes
sage of bridging divides by un
derstanding one another's good 
intentions in spite of disagree
ments is significant. 

Later this evening, teenagers 
across the Muslim world will see 
a young man called Barack Hus
sein Obama become the Presi
dent of the United States. Barack 
Obama's mixed race and multi

cultural background is unique in 
American Presidents. However, 
it is simply convention on this 
campus. Nowhere more than at 
the most international univer
sity in the world can we appreci
ate the ability of those whose 
backgrounds transcend boimd-
aries and cultures to bridge the 
great divides of our world. 

On this day, we reaffirm that 
we live in a world of infinite 
political possibilities, where 
what may have seemed impos
sible four years ago is a certainty 
today. Our university is home to 
some of the brightest minds of 
our generation and our collec
tive ambitions, which may seem 
like student pipe dreams today, 
could well become tomorrow's 
certainties. 
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There is no hope for peace if the 
debate continues in this tone 
We must respect the rights and views of people on all sides of the conflict is it is to be resolved 

a John' 
The author wishes to remain 
anonymous for reasons of 
personal safety 

One of the most disheartening 
things about the current atmo
sphere on campus regarding 
the subject of tie rocket attacks 

on Israel and Israel's attack on Gaza is the 
extent to which reasoned and genuinely 
open dialogue has come to a standstill. In
stead, what we have is a campus inflamed 
to the point of extreme intellectual and 
moral self-righteousness, severely imped
ing communication. 

At the recent UGM meeting this 
atmosphere of self-righteousness boiled 
over, making it aU but impossible to 
respectfully, meaningfiiUy, and sincerely 
examine the continuum of opinions on 
campus regarding the conflict. 

The nature of the debate on campus 
and in the union is not merely impas
sioned - it is shrill. This has paralysed and 
polarised us as a student community, and 
marginalised us from each other. 

It is undermining the welfare of many 
of our students who have found them
selves intimidated, ostracised, and ma
ligned for not sharing the dominant view 
at the recent UGM meeting regarding the 
conflict in Gaza and southern Israel, and 
who find the LSE campus unwelcoming. 

As a human rights activist, I find it 
ironic and profoundly hypocritical that 
those who claim to be most passionately 
committed to the values of freedom and 
democracy show such callous disregard 
for the minority perspectives of those 
students who disagree sharply with their 
assessment of the causes of the conflict, 
and of the relative legitimacy of Israel's 
actions in Gaza. 

Many students in the Israel Society 
and Jewish Societies, and many students 
who are neither Jewish nor Israeli, nor 
affiliated with these societies, would 
like to demonstrate their solidarity writh 
Palestinian civilians who are suffering 
unbearably in the Gaza Strip. They want 
nothing more than an end to the conflict, 
to Israel's bombings of Gaza and to the 
Hamas rocket attacks on Israel. 

But they found it impossible to sup
port the UGM motion because it does 

not acknowledge the most fundamental 
principles of human rights and of inter
national human rights law: the sanctity of 
human life and the universality of human 
rights. 

The UGM motion does not speak 
substantially, forcefiilly, and unequivocally 
in condemnation of thousands of Hamas 
rocket attacks on Israel and in the result
ing murder and maiming of innocent 
Israeli civilians, and the terrorising of 
thousands of Israeli civilians who live in 
fear of constant rocket attacks. 

At the UGM meeting, Joseph Brown, 
the Union's purported Anti-Racism Offi
cer, spoke in a mealy-mouthed way when 
confronted about this, sa3dngin essence 
that even acknowledging Hamas rocket 
attacks would somehow imply justifi
cation of Israel's response, which has 
culminated in such wide-scale violence in 
the Gaza Strip. He said he feared it would 
imply proportionality in terms of moral 
responsibility. 

But acknowledging the truth and 
standing up for basic moral norms of 
international human rights law as codified 
in the United Nations Charter and numer
ous UN resolutions and treaties does not 
imply comment, one way or another, on 
whether Israel's response to the rocket at
tacks was proportionate, or even if it was 
justified. 

What it does do, however, is acknowl
edge that the human rights of Jewish and 
Arab citizens of Israel are intrinsically 
valuable and must be respected, and that 
Israelis bear the same human rights as 
Palestinians in the Gaza Strip. 

NGOs that are highly critical of Israel's 
actions in Gaza and under the occupa
tion generally, such as Amnesty Interna

tional and Human Rights Watch, routinely 
acknowledge that Hamas rocket attacks 
on Israeli civilians are war crimes and 
crimes against humanity, and constitute 
egregious violations of human rights. , 

Not to protest these rocket attacks is 
to actively take a discriminatory stance 
against one group of civilians in the con
flict because of their particular national
ity. It is deeply distressing that one needs 
to make a point that is so patently obvious, 
that one needs to advocate, pleading, that 
Israeli civilians have the same rights as 
Palestinian civilians. 

' The UGM motion that passed is big
oted, and it fails the most basic moral and 
legal tests of universality of human rights. 
If ever there was a facile and reductive 
view of the Arab-Israeli conflict, the mo
tion is the perfect exemplar. One can only 
conclude from it that this is a conflict of 
black and white, good guys and bad guys, 
saints and demons. There is one innocent 
party and they are the Palestinians and 
one guilty party, and they are the Israelis. 
That the truth might fall somewhere in 
between, that history and morality and 
human behaviour are generally more 
complex than this, is totally overlooked. 

At the UGM meeting Joseph Brown 
made a comment that the root of the con
flict and the injustice is the occupation. 
It certainly is one of the roots; it is hugely 
destructive to Palestinian rights, dignity, 
and freedom. It causes immense suffer
ing and it can and must come to an end 
with the creation of a viable Palestinian 
state that lives beside Israel in peace and 
security. One which respects the rights of 
the Jewish people to self-determination in 
Israel, and one which is in turn respected 
as reflecting the rights of self-determina

IS 
tion of the Palestinian people. 

But Hamas rockets do not merely 
protest the occupation. They do not target 
Israeli soldiers. They deliberately target 
Israeli civilians. Hamas has previously 
made it very clear in the statements of its 
ministers and in its various public and 
private pronouncements that it is against 
the existence of the State of Israel and 
aims for its destruction. . 

At the UGM meeting. Brown said that 
no one on campus should feel threatened. 
But Brown's stance in support of the UGM 
proposal and its discriminating language 
contribute to the feeling of intimidation 
and threat on campus. He seemed to want 
to wash away the feelings of students who 
feel insecure on campus, but he offered 
no concrete explanation for measures he 
would take, and the Union would take, to 
promote inclusivity and tolerance. 

It is unfortunate that at a time when 
anti-Jewish attacks, including arson at
tacks on a synagogue, hate speech, and 
verbal and physical assault in the UK have 
skyrocketed, with more than 150 attacks 
recorded since Israel's actions in Gaza, 
the Union motion made no explicit and 
vigorous condemnation of this outrage. 
Recently, twenty prominent British Mus
lim leaders signed a letter unreservedly 
condemning such violence which is being 
circulated to over 1,200 British mosques. 
The Union should, however belatedly, 
draft and pass a similar statement. 

Some time ago, visiting a commu
nity development project for disabled 
children in the Gaza Strip supported by a 
Jewish American NGOI volunteer with 
and support, I tried communicating with 
one of the boys, sputtering the few words 
that I know in Arabic, and smiling. The 

language barrier quickly melted. 
He responded to me by taking the 

kippa that I had been wearing on my head, 
and placing it on his own. I had no way 
of communicating to him how my kippa 
was for me a symbol of infinite worth. 
My mother had sewn it for me and sewn 
my name on it in Hebrew. It embodied 
both my love for and relationship with 
my mother, and, more broadly, my love 
for and relationship with Judaism and the 
Jewish people and with Israel. 

In his own way, though, I think he 
intuited how central my kippa was to my 
values and identity. He wore it for a few 
minutes, running around with it, showing 
some of his friends how he looked with 
a big smile and great enthusiasm, and 
finally, holding it in the palm of his hand, 
he felt its texture and then placed it in my 
hand so that I could place it back on my 
head. 

We all have a great deal to leam from 
that Palestinian boy. 

There is a profound empathy gulf on 
our campus. There is, as there should 
be, sympathy, understanding, and active 
concern for the Palestinian people, and 
especially for Palestinian civilians. But 
there is no such sympathy, understand
ing, and active concern for the plight of 
Israel's citizens, and especially for Israel's 
civilians. 

Until each of us feel the same moral 
indignation in the face of violations of 
human rights of all people, irrespective 
of their religion, nationality, ethnicity or 
any other such factor, then we had better 
search our consciences and do everything 
in our power to reach out to one another, 
and in doing so, ultimately find in the 
other a reflection of ourselves. 

Breaking bamers 
The LSESU Dialogue Commission will give us 
a chance to explore our opinions in depth 

Erin O'Halloran 

It's pretty easy to grandstand. Get an 
opinion, google a few like-minded 
media outlets, and start yelling. And 
campaigning. And writing articles for 

the Beaver. 
Especially at university - and espe

cially at a university like the LSE - grand
standing is a fixture. Protests, debates, 
motions, leaflets, boycotts. It's all a part of 
what makes Houghton Street the vibrant 
thoroughfare it is; and undeniably, there's 
no faster, louder way to get your point 
across. But for me, at least, there's a point 
where partisan debates and protests 
cross the line between free expression 
and a slogan shouting match. We see it 
on television, when politicians yell over 

one another to drown out their opponent's 
voice or make a show of'not listening' 
when the other speaks. We read in our 
newspapers and watch on the evening 
news as one set of facts or arguments is 
held up as 'right' - the truth, the good, the 
honourable - while another is rejected, 
often as lies; more amusingly as 'evil'. 
Even the structure of an English essay in
volves the upholding of one argument via 
the rejection of one or more rivals. We live 
in a society where standing up for some
thing inherently presumes the wholesale 
dismissal of one or several alternatives. 
Indeed, to a certain extent, that's what 
democracy is about. 

To put it mildly, I'm not a fan of 
polarisation. I've been brought up in a 
multicultural Buddhist community whose 
leader, Daisaku Ikeda, has spent his adult 
life conducting dialogues with prominent 
leaders including Arnold Toynbee, Johan 
Galtung, Joseph Rotblat, Hazel Hender
son, Nelson Mandela, MajidTeheranian 
and Mikhail Gorbachev. Ikeda employs 
a method which brings parties together 
to speak about common concerns based 

on the principle of mutual respect and 
the goal of creating a shared understand
ing. He was, for example, instrumental in 
bringing about the Sino-Soviet detente 
in the 1970s and has since been given the 
UN Award for Peace, among sixteen other 
prizes for peace and humanitarian efforts. 

There are three key points about a 
dialogic approach: first off, it presumes 
that no one has a monopoly on the truth. 
Second, it presumes that participants are 
inherently worthy of respect. And third, it 
presumes the absence of grandstanding. 
It's also probably important to emphasise 
that none of the above requires anyone to 
check their principles at the door. The goal 
is not to reach middle-of-the-road com
promises which suit no one. No thanks. 
Rather, dialogue allows diverse and/or op
posing views to contribute to a greater and 
more holistic understanding of a complex 
issue - for the benefit of both participants 
and the broader public. In short, disagree
ment is welcome; disrespect is not. 

The LSE Student Union's Dialogue 
Commission is a new forum designed 
to promote precisely this kind of con

structive interaction, collaboration and 
understanding between student societies 
and their members. The basic format is as 
follows: representatives from two or three 
societies with a common concern (inter-
faith, business-environmental, current 
events or conflict-oriented, investment 
or humanitarian) are invited to partici
pate in a public dialogue - not a debate. 
LSE professors and staff members with a 
specific interest in the issue at hand will 
be invited to mediate, and these three to 
six individuals vwll meet for an informal 
workshop session vidth representatives of 
the Commission. During the workshop, 
participants plan the general outline of the 
dialogue. The idea is to construct some
thing together: reaching agreement where 
agreement is possible, but also better ac
counting for disagreements without resort 
to accusation or dismissal. Following the 
workshop, the dialogue is presented in 
much the same way as a public lecture. 

In order for this to work, all parties, 
including the mediator, will need to have 
done their homework, be well informed 
on the facts and ready to back up their 

point of view; but they will also need to 
be ready to respect the opinions of others, 
acknowledge inconvenient truths and co
operate with sincerity and an open mind. 
Instilling parties with this 'dialogic ethic' 
will be oiie of the Commission's key goals. 

The Dialogue Commission is holding 
its AGM this Thursday, 22 January begin
ning at 5pm in room S75. We're looking 
for a committed and innovative team of 
students to take on the challenge of get
ting dialogues up and running. We're also 
looking for suggestions of topics students 
would like to see covered. But above all, 
we're looking for societies and society 
representatives to take part in dialogues, 
be they political, philosophical, business 
and investment-oriented, or simply a 
good laugh. 

Face-to-face interaction and non
competitive human exchange canjdeld 
insight and creative problem solving on 
a level not found in speeches or debates. 
The LSESU Dialogue Commission seeks 
to tap this potential for the enrichment of 
our student community and the pursuit of 
knowledge. 
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Allayingyour 
concems 
Dear Sir, 

It is a sad day when any pro-Palestinian 
activist has to return to Ae bygone days of 
defending oneself against accusations of 
antisemitism when defending the human 
rights of an oppressed people. I write this 
letter as the Students' Union represen
tative who organised the first fair and 
balanced joint event between the Israel 
and Palestine Societies last term entitled 
'What Now?" with aim to discuss where 
Middle Eastern advocacy must go from 
here and it pains me that such questions 
have even arisen. 

I will use this space to clarify unequiv
ocally my position with regards to Hamas. 
I do not 'support' Hamas. I denounce 
and deplore their insistence on target
ing civilians. I do not believe that their 
constitution is an acceptable or defensible 
document. 

These worries have appeared in part 
because of the allegation that I 'owm' a 
Hamas scarf. I would like to clarify this. I 
found such a scarf, discarded on the street 
at a rally outside the Israeli Embassy and 
have since taken it home. It is not affixed 
to my wall and I do not bandy it around. 
I stress in no uncertain terms that this is 
not an indication of an endorsement of 
Hamas. In order to aUay fiirther concems; 
by the time you read this I will have dis
posed of the scarf. 

Seph Brown 
Students' Union Anti Racism Officer 

Participants at the What 
Now? event last year 

The Union's new 
'Palestine Officer' 
Dear Sir, 

In a letter to The Beaver last week, there 
was a call for Joseph Brown, the Students' 
Union Anti-Racism Officer, to work with 
Jewish and Israel Societies to ensure that 
LSE remains a friendly environment for 
their members. In a meeting of the Execu
tive Committee earlier this week, Joseph 
was asked directly what his plans were 
to prevent antisemitism on campus, in 
light of the recent spike in anti-Semitic 
violence and vandalism across the OK. 
Jewish students are waiting patiently for a 
resporise from Joseph Brown. 
In Ae meantime, Joseph has been very 
busy. He signed a letter comparing Israel's 
military operation to the Nazi Holocaust -
a deliberately provocative use of language 
which falls under the EU's definition of 
antisemitism, as recommended by NUS 
and the Parliamentary Committee against 
Antisemitism. 
Last week, the Beaver featured an article 
penned by Joseph describing Hamas as 
"simply Fatah without the endemic cor
ruption and wnth a smattering of Islamic 
influences". Given Hamas' founding char
ter, which references The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion; its recent calls for the kill
ing of Jews worldwide and its track record 
of holocaust denial, this seems a rather 
odd thing for an Anti-Racism Officer to be 
writing. We thought that Joseph may have 
simply 'forgotten' to condemn the fascist 
and racist tendencies of Hamas, until we 
learnt that he owns a Hamas scarf, which 
he has taken onto campus. The offense 
this causes needs no explaining. 
Joseph was also the proposer of a motion 
to last week's UGM, which has stirred up 
the same ill-feelings that we worked so 
hard to counteract after last year's hostili
ties. Whatever your views on the conflict, 
Joseph had the chanaeto stand up for 
peace and state his commitment to good 
campus relations. With his one-sided mo
tion, he failed to do so. 
Recently, many Jewish students have said 
that they feel intimidated and margin
alised. Some have confided that they don't 
feel like coming to campus. What is our 
Anti-Racism Officer doing about this? 
Does he think that Jewish students feel 
comfortable in approaching him with their 
concems follow his recent actions? 
At the time when students need an Anti-
Racism Officer the most, we seem to have 
a 'Palestine Officer' instead. 

On behalf of the Jewish Society; 
Debra Freeilman - Chair 
Hadassah Wachsmann - Secretaiy 
Daniel Jaffe - IVeasurer 
Alex Rodin - Education Officer 

Attention seeking 
helps nobody 
Dear Sir, 

Publicity stunts and one-sided motions 
are unconstructive and divisive. If our 
Students' Union is going to take a stand on 
such complex issues of intemational im
portance then it has an obligation to do so 
fairly and constructively. Believe it or not, 
there is something that ordinary citizens 
of both Israel and Gaza and the students at 
the LSE agree on, and that is the need for a 
long-lasting and just peace. 

The UGM motion passed last week 
barely mentions peace and gives no 
emphasis to working toward this mutual 
go^. Furthermore, the motion will fail in 
its intentions (ending suffering in Gaza) 
and succeed in what it does not intend 
(sparking anti-Semitism on campus). I 
am ashamed that an officer in our Union, 
whose responsibility it is to speak out 
against racism, hatred and discrimina
tion, proposed this ineffectual motion and 
then refiised to condemn Hamas, a clearly 
racist and anti-Semitic organization, even 
when pushed to do so. It is a disgrace to 
the Students Union, the school, and the 
wider LSE community. 

We are all students; we have no 
obligation, like politicians, to draw up 
black and white party lines - what is really 
required is a little bit of recognition on 
either side of the fence. Recognition of 
a common interest in a peaceflil resolu
tion, an end to the violence and a future 
viable Palestinian State alongside a secure 
Jewish State of Israel - no doubt there are 
obstacles in between, but let us moderates 
work together to really support initiatives 
that encourage co-existence, peace and 
an end to the violence, rather than slanted 
motions and publicity stunts. 

Sincerely, 

Member of the LSE SU Israel Society 
The author wishes to remain anonymous 
for reasons of personal safety 

Beaver's poor 
reporting 
Dear Sir, 

I am writing this letter in response to the 
reckless, poor, and pitiable writing that 
seems to have taken hold of The Beaver 
during these past few weeks of Palestine-
mania. Perhaps I could be excused for 
thinking that this school newspaper is 
now essentially just a rag concerning itself 
wnth disseminating agitprop regarding 
the Palestinian plight. I suppose this is 
all well and good for a student population 
that prides itself on academic excellence 
and global involvement. But if this is 
the case than I question why we see no 
articles regarding the cholera epidemic in 
Zimbabwe and its government's shame-
fiil and criminal response. What about 
the unmitigated and unceasing horrors 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo, or 
fighting in Sri Lanka, or the situation in 
Afghanistan? 

These are articles picked at random of 
just four of the many countries mired in 
corrflict, disease and destruction. If The 
Beaver fancies itself an incisive journal of 
intemational politics, then why not give 
coverage to just a few of the other trag
edies befalling this bloody 21st century? 
I'm not trying to give editorial advice 
here but maybe you could even cut the 
heartbreaking tale of the "dreams of Fresh 
night" that were "Crushed by students" 
(Jan 12 2009)?Iguess I'm wondering what 
this paper's mandate is: to be The Guard
ian or'The Sun? 

Furthermore, I'd say the shoddy qual
ity of the reportage regarding the Palestine 
issue does nothing to fiirther the repu
tation of this paper or give an accurate 
picture to the situation in Palestine and 
Israel. Quoting Est^lle Cooch, who had 
been to Palestine five years ago, as liken
ing "the scenes she saw in Gaza to images 
of the Warsaw ghetto" is nothing but 
lowest common denominator reporting, 
morally invidious and embarrassingly re-
ductionistic. While I'm sure Ms. Cooch is 
an expert in Nazi German policy and has 
visited the Warsaw Ghetto during World 
War II, before getting to go on a nice little 
tour of a Palestinian refugee camp, some
thing about that comment just smacks of 
idiocy, irresponsible reporting and (yes) 
latent antisemitism. The fact that this is 
what gets published in a newspaper that 
has such aspirations for pointed critical 
thought and political discourse is both 
embarrassing and offensive. I sincerely 
hope to see better and more balanced cov
erage in the future. Or maybe you should 
just stick to reporting about the volleyball 
team posing naked for a calendar. 

Ariel Rubin 
Msc'og 

Anti-racism on 
campus 
Dear Sir, 

Recent events in Gaza have inevitably had 
an impact on LSE. As a Union, we support 
the right of students to protest and make 
their opinions heard. 

However, it has come to our attention 
that several students feel intimidated by 
the atmosphere both off and on campus. 
Complaints range firom fear of reprisals 
for expressing opinions to being spat 
on. LSE is a space for all students to 
freely voice their opinions and any acts of 
intimidation, harassment or violence will 
not be tolerated. 

Some of the antisemitic and Islamo-
phobic comments that have been reported 
are not only against the Equal Opportuni
ties Policy of die Students' Union, but also 
constitute racial harassment. 

If any if you feel that you have been 
harassed or victimised by a fellow student 
or member of staff, please contact Em
manuel Akpan-Inwang, Education and 
Welfare Officer, immediately. 

The Students' Union is organising an 
open meeting for anyone who wants to 
talk about their experiences and how we 
should respond on Wednesday at 12 :oo in 
The Underground. Students may also be 
interested in the first ever meeting of our 
new Dialogue Commission, led by Erin 
O'Halloran, which is meeting on Thursday 
22nd January at 5pm in S75. 

The Students' Union is committed to 
fighting discrimiriation wherever it arises. 
With the upcoming European elections, 
and the possibility that the racist British 
National Party (BNP) might win a seat, 
we hope you will support us in making all 
students at LSE from the EU aware that 
they can vote, and join us in campaigning 
against the BNP wnth anti-racist organisa
tions working throughout London. A mo
tion on this issue wrill come to this week's 
UGM, and we hope you will vote for it. 

Yours, 

Aled Dilwyn Fisher 
LSE SU Central Secretary 

Wil Barber 
LSE SU Treasurer 

Emmanuel Akpan-Inwang 
LSE SU Education and Welfare Officer 

Dan Sheldon 
LSE SU Communications Officer 

Bored of the credit 
crunch? 
Long-term unemplo3mient is crippling 
and, unfortunately on the rise again 

Rachel 
Leighton 

Ihad the recession chat with my 
hairdresser, Debbie, the other day 
when I was back home. It seems 
you can't get away from the credit 
crunch anywhere these days. Debbie 

said that she expected the same people to 
come in, but that they'd probably be leav
ing longer between visits. That could speU 
trouble for the 'blondes' round my way. 

So I wasn't surprised when one of my 
friends professed to being 'BORED!' of the 
credit crunch this week. The mate in ques

tion said they couldn't see what the whole 
damed business had to do with them. Of 
course, the extent to which it dealt them 
a blow was down to what their parents 
(who most of us are dependent on) did or, 
more to the point, didn't do for work. And, 
I explained fairly clearly, recession spells 
trouble, because it means mass unem-
plo3rment. But this just drew blank looks 
from my confused pal. 

My recession-wearied chum couldn't 
see the tragedy because they had no direct 
experience of unemplo)fment. It occurred 
to me that many other LSE students might 
feel the same. We often talk about LSE di
versity, when really we're a very privileged 
bunch. Many of us have been privately 
educated, 9nd even when we claim to have 
gone to a 'bog standard comp', it was in 
reality, well, a really rather good school, 
actually. Many of us have lived sheltered 
lives, no matter how much you claim that 
gap-year on a beach in Thailand taking 
hallucinogens opened your mind. 

Evety week the Beaver cries, 'don't 
panic, diversify!' But, if we're honest, 
even though the banks are lessening their 
recruitment drives, which means you 
might not get that Holy Grail graduate 
scheme with Goldman Sachs, we won't 
be the real victims of this recession. Most 
graduates from LSE will be able to secure 
a job, even if it's not as flashy as they were 
hoping, and chances are that if they don't, 
their parents will be able to support them, 
for a time. And hey, you can always do a 
masters! 

Maybe it's time to think 
about the real story of this 
recession. In recent weeks 
we've seen job losses from 
Nissan, Woolworths, and 

Zawi amongst others. Particularly at risk 
is anyone in the construction industry, as 
house prices plummet and all new devel
opments come to a grinding halt. Often 
with unemployment it's difficult too see 

beyond the figures, but personal experi
ence of long-term unemployment tells me 
the horrifying truth of being one of many 
stuck on Job Seeker's Allowance. 

There are many emotions associated 
with being jobless. Desperation, depres
sion and often shame. So when my step-
dad lost his job for two years, he didn't tell 
me. He waited for me to notice that the 
car wasn't in front of the house. Unem-
plo3Tnent can be a depressing experience 
as you go through the weekly job centre 
routine (where they don't really want to 
help you find a job, but reaUy would like 
to find a way to stop you claiming) only to 
be told you have to wait six months before 
they'U let you retrain. 

Unemployment can make you desper
ate, as you apply for jobs you don't really 
want, only to be rejected because they 
didn't like your shoes. Seriously. Unem-
plojmient can be a soul-destroying experi
ence, particularly for those who don't have 
time on their side because they might be 

pushing fifty and have to meet mortgage 
repayments. This will be a pressing con- • 
cern for many who, perhaps unwisely but 
certainly not unexpectedly, borrowed high 
when times were good. 

At the extreme end of the spectrum, 
one close relative of mine, having been 
writhout work for many years, gassed 
himself in his own kitchen, leaving behind 
a wife and eight dependent children. And 
this happened post-1945; this man was 
not without financial support. It is just 
that the meagre pa3'ments received by the 
unemployed can do nothing to chase away 
the despair stemming from the sense of 
hopelessness that comes with unemploy
ment. So for all of you who are bored with 
the recession already, maybe reconsider 
that the issue isn't so boring for the mil
lions who are already unemployed, and 
the millions more whose jobs are on the 
line, teetering on the brink of long-term 
unemployment and all the misety that 
comes with it. 
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Iraqis will miss you, Geoi^ W. 
Ali Auda loolcs at how the Iraqi people have benefited in the walie of the American invasion 

It's been more than five years of 
suffering and anguish for the 
Iraqi people since their supposed 
liberation on 9 April 2003 - another 
tragic episode for a people who have 

already been suffering, since 1963, at the 
hands of murderous tyrants one after the 
other. I can remember that day vividly, the 
exhilarating freedom Iraqis felt as they 
tore down, with the help of American 
soldiers, and repeatedly hit the statute 

. of the dictator that had brought them so 
much misery for the past 23 years. But 
what did happen after 2003 and how^as 
Bush's legacy been formed in the heart of 
the Middle East? 

Iraq is presently an emerging 
democracy, joining the ranks of the few 
democracies that exist in the Middle 
East. Its economy is booming and 
development is occurring at a rapid pace. 
An example of this is the fact that direct 
flights wiU soon open between the UK 
and Iraq. Hopefiilly, for the first time 
in my life, I'll soon be able to fly to my 
home country directly by plane - a luxuiy 
that most other people take for granted. 
This contrasts greatly with the tortuous 
sanctions and wars Saddam put Iraqis 
through since 1980. 

However, after 2003, even as Iraqis 
expected freedom at last, they were 
once again put through a vicious cycle 
of violence largely thanks to foreign 
terrorists who believe slaughtering 
innocent Iraqis is somehow 'resisting 
the occupiers'. Their perverted and brutal 
ideology caused, and is still causing, so 
much hardship for the Iraqi people and 
scarring so many families through their 
senseless killings -cowardly suicide 
attacks on schools, mosques and markets. 
And we cannot forget Saddam's final wish 

to his Baath party where he infamously 
told them to join the insurgency and loot 
the country - as if he hadn't done enough 
damage in the past 23 years. 

George W. Bush's approach to Iraq 
was far from perfect. It was veiy unlikely 
for Iraq to have weapons of mass 
destruction (WMDs) as international 
economic sanctions from 1990 to 2003 
had reduced it to a pre-industrial state. 
Then we had the invasion, where Saddam 
rejected the demand for him to leave the 
country within 48 hours - yet another 
sign on how he 'cared' for Iraq - and the 
haphazard post-war administration which 
left the borders opeii to terrorists who 
would be treated as heroes by Saddam's 
banned Baath party members. One 
must remember that most of the civilian 
deaths that occurred after 2003 were 
not committed by the US soldiers but 
by cowardly suicide attacks by foreign 
terrorists in collaboration with Saddam's 
banned Baath party. 

However, despite all the problems 
Iraq was going through, elections were 
held for the first time in over 50 years in 
2005.1 distinctly remember the ink on my 
parents' index fingers after they had voted. 
Iraq was free, and despite all the terrorists' 
wishes to slaughter as many Iraqi civilians 
as possible, Iraq held together and now 
has one of the best developing security 
forces in fighting guerrilla warfare. 

Iraq is now a democracy. At this 
moment some people may be saying it 
is a false democracy under occupation. I 
say go to Iraq and see how all the ethnic 
groups are free to express themselves 
rather than being brutally repressed all the 
time - just like the approximately 300,000 
Iraqis who were massacred in the space 
of two months after Saddam crushed the 

uprising in 1991.1 have spoken to a lot of 
Iraqis who are grateful for Bush in that 
he gave Iraq democracy. I visited Iraq 
twice, in 2002 and 2004. In 2002, the 
atmosphere was one of fear and nobody 
was able to say anything for fear of being 
sentenced to death. I remember driving 
through Baghdad past one of Saddam's 
many palaces with high walls and no one 
walking on that side of the footpath -
while Iraqis were dying, Saddam was busy 
building himself peaces that ironically • 
use to house the US soldiers and now Iraqi 
government officials. In 2004, security 
was far from perfect, but Iraq was free, 
they could curse anyone they wanted, 
and people were allowed to own mobile 
phones, computers and satellite television 
for the very first time. These trivial things 
that we take for granted in the West were 
prevented from reaching the Iraqi people 
by Saddam. 

Another infamous event that 
demonstrates a democracy in the making, 
albeit for all the wrong reasons, was the 
action of one Iraqi journalist, Muntadar 
al-Zaidi. He became a hero after he 
threw his size 10 shoes at Bush last 
month, allegedly accusing the outgoing 
American president to be the cause of 
Iraq's problems. He was hailed as a 'hero' 
by many and I couldn't help but wonder 
what would have happened had he dared 
to throw those size los at Saddam. Firstly, 
he would not have been heard from 
again, not to mention his family who 
would have been tortured and killed, and 
maybe if Saddam was in a particularly 
grouchy mood, his whole tribe would be 
exterminated as well. He would have been 
tortured and had his sisters raped ip front 
of him - one of Saddam's many methods 
of torture - and that's only the beginning. 

Bush, whether 
anyone likes it or 
not, is a hero in 
many Iraqis' eyes 
for freeing them 
from a 
dictatorship 

The fact that Bush brushed off this attack 
and held that a firee and democratic Iraq 
will deal with him is another testament of 
how Iraq is emerging into a democracy. 
A day later, around'30 innocent civilians 
were slaughtered in a suicide car bomb 
attack in Baghdad. I wondered, shouldn't 
this 'hero' throw his shoes at the people 
who are slaughtering Iraqis every single 
day and have been for the past five years? 

The fact is Iraq has had a tortured 
history and its neighbours haven't been 
exactly helpfU, as Deputy Prime Minister 
Barhem neighbouring surrounding 
countries for the fact that Iraq had to 
resort to concluding a military deal writh 
the US - if neighbouring countries would 
stop supporting terrorists in Iraq, then 
they would have no reason to request 
fiirther American military assistance. 
However, many people believe this deal 
is ultimately in Iraq's best interests as 
having the world's strongest superpower 
protecting Iraq from invasions and coups 
will also guarantee its young democracy 
and allow it to flourish. 

Bush, whether anyone likes it or not, 
is a hero in many Iraqis eyes for freeing 
them from a dictatorship infamous for its 
brutality against its own people. Iraq will 
emerge as a beacon of democracy in the 
region and will rise out of the ashes like 
Japan and Germany did in the wake of 
1945. It will join the ranks of its ancestors 
who created the first codified sets of laws 
known as Hammurabi's Code. Iraq's 
partnership with the US will continue 
to grow stronger and stronger. For me 
personally, if I were to stand against the 
invasion in 2003, it would be no different 
to delivering a slap in the face to the 
millions of innocent Iraqi civilians who 
perished under Saddam. 
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Presiding with prudence 
Nick Broten thinks pirogiressive policy maldng, not race, will define Obama'syeairs in office 

Ralph Ellison opens The Invis
ible Man, his eviscerating 
meditation on race in America, 
with a provocation: "I am an 
invisible man. No, I am not 

a spook like those who haunted Edgar 
Allen Poe; nor am I one of your Holly-
wood-movie ectoplasms. I am a man of 
substance, of flesh and bone, fibre and liq
uids—and I might even be said to possess 
a mind. I am invisible, understand, simply 
because people refiise to see me." 

For many, Barack Obama's swearing-
in as president on Tuesday will represent 
an end to invisibility; the veiy presence 
of a son of a Kenyan and a daughter of 
Chicago's South Side in the White House 
will represent the very change that his 
campaign promised. To add to the political 
theatre, the inauguration will take place 
just days after Martin Luther King's birth
day, a historic day that reminds Americans 
of their still smarting racial wounds. It is 
unlikely that Obama will resist the temp
tation to borrow from King's vast lexicon 
of inspirational rhetoric in his inaugural 
address. Indeed, many have come to see 
Obama's victoiy as the realisation of the 
dream that King so eloquently described 
on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial in 
August 1963. 

But despite the inevitable invocations 
of a new chapter of American racial his
tory, Obama's newly-minted administra

tion will disappoint his more fervent sup
porters who have been clamouring for a 
wholesale change to the political process. 
Since his speech at the 2004 Democratic 
National Convention catapulted his un
usual name to the centre of the political 
spotiight, Obama has always been a poli
tician with two separate identities. In one 
he is transformative: a young, thoughtflil 
man with the intellect and veracity to 
carry the country beyond its partisan and 
cultural divides. In the other he is shrewd 
and carefiil: a savvy master of the media 
and public opinion. 

V^ile seemingly contradictory, this 
combination can be deeply effective. A 
politician with a vision for his country as 
well as the skills to achieve it—Lincoln is 
an obvious example—will likely be given 
history's favour. But a politician with too 
little vision and too much savvy—Bill 
Clinton in his second term, perhaps—wiU 
inevitably survive on false platitudes and 
empty promises. 

Obama's well-crafted transition and 
wickedly smart cabinet picks indicates 
a presidency of the former type, albeit 
barely. 

While the moderate right has been 
largely satisfied with Obama's cabinet— 
the conservative New York Times colum
nist David Brooks was beside himself, 
calling Obama's team "more impressive 
than any in recent memory"—many self-

defined progressives have chided Obama 
for his centrist, Clinton-esque picks. 

The Left first began to cringe when 
Obama announced his economic team, 
mostly consisting of high-profile neoclas
sical economists whose free-market theo
ries directly oppose the fears of America's 
increasingly protectionist blue belt. 

Erwin Height, an 83-year-old retired 
engineer from California, expressed his 
concerns this way: "One compromise 
[Obama] has already made is in his 
economic team. He has selected members 
of the financial class, some of whom have 
enriched themselves in the derivative 
mess they helped create. Maybe he thinks 
they are the only ones who understand the 
mess they participated in." Height went 
on to say that "we need more taxes" on 
the wealthy to pay for the government's 
necessary expenditures. 

The characterisation of Obama's 
economic team as a cabal of finance-
centric, hyper-technical elites is probably 
accurate—Lawrence Summers, chair-des-
ignate of the National Economic Coun
cil, has served as president of Harvard 
University, Secretary of the Treasury, and 
most recently, managing director of the 
investment firm, D.E. Shaw; Robert Rubin, 
another key economic advisor to Obama, 
served as the chairman of Citigroup after 
his tenure as Treasury Secretary. 

But Obama has never been a people's 

politician. His intangible charm and 
youthfiU appeal—largely the product of 
his racial 'invisibility'—have packaged a 
politician rooted more in the elevated dis
course of America's elite universities than 
the discordant, sometimes xenophobic 
passion of the country's progressive base. 

While Obama's race and rhetoric have 
cemented his place in history, Obama 
as Commander in Chief will likely show 
more promise as a scientific compromiser 
than principled visionary. 

Though Obama has promised swift 
action from his first days in office, it is his 
tendency for playing the cards of history in 
words but not action that most concerns 
old-school progressives like Height. 
Bom in the wake of the First World War, 
Height's career has been shaped by public 
service. He grew up during the Great 
Depression and absorbed the Keynesian 
rhetoric of the New Deal. After serving 
in Manchuria during World War II he 
returned to study engineering in Southern 
California under the GI Bill. And after 
a long career, both as an engineer and a 
sales manager, he retired in a small town 
in Eastern California, where he spends 
his time educating senior citizens about 
Medicare and Social Security, two lasting 
vestiges of America's brief experiment 
with social welfare. 

In his most recent calls for a renewed 
public works .project, Obama himself has 

tapped into this history. But even as he 
promises a new Keynesian generation 
and biUions of government dollars ready 
themselves for America's vast infrastruc-
tural interior, one of Obama's campaign 
mantras—Change—seems to dampen the 
comparisons with America's progressive 
history. 

The change that Obama wiU bring to 
Washington, it seems, will be more about 
competence than the people's revolution 
that some of his early supporters may 
have wanted. Two of the more controver
sial components of his stimulus package 
make this clear: in addition to spending 
on schools and health care that will please 
his leftist base, the plan offers tax benefits 
to companies that create new jobs and an 
overall tax cut for 95 per cent of working 
people. Both policies are sensible but are 
unpopular with the Left. Democratic con
gressmen have already begun muttering 
that the President-elect should not expect 
to have all of his policies ushered through 
the legislature without a fight. 

Nevertheless, when the fight comes, 
Obama wriU be up for it. Bringing us back 
to Ellison's ironic provocation, "I am an 
invisible man... and I might even be said 
to possess a mind," Obama most certainly 
does. It is asweet irony of history that 
America's first black president will be 
more distinctive for his pragmatic policy
making than his revolutionary poise. 
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On top of the agenda 
Currently, there are 50 million Americans (that's one in six) who don't have any effective health 

insurance. Most of them because they cannot afford it and some because their lives have already been 
blighted by severe illnesses or chronic conditions that make it very hard for them to get reinsured in a 
free market system. , 

President Clinton got badly burned trying to push through healthcare reforms in the 1990s, even with 
a Democratic Congress. So there is no great basis for optimism, except that Obama looks serious on 
this. The current recession will make the problem much worse unless something is done. Also, many 
Americans now recognize a need to rehabilitate their image in the world. No aspect of US domestic 
policy casts more of a blight on the 'city on a hill' vision of the United States internationally than this one. 

The Beaver asks LSE academics for their 
thoughts on Obama's policy priorities 

Patrick Dunleavy 
Professor of Political Science and Public 
Policy, 
Chair of the LSE Public Policy Group 

n Conor Gearty 
Professor of Human Rights Law, 
Director of the Centre for the Study of 
Hurrmn Rights 

As far as the rule of law and international relations is concerned, the new President's first priority must 
be to return the United States to true leadership of the democratic world. This should entail: signing up 
to the International Criminal Court; closure of the Guantanamo Bay detention camp; support for radicd 
reform of the United Nations so as to make it better reflect the balance of world opinion, as gauged by 
population and statehood; a commitment to the proper enforcement of international law and international 
humanitarian law backed by economic and intellectual sanctions as appropriate but accompanied by an 
unequivocal undertaking never to use force unilaterally in international affairs. 

Whether we like it or not, the United States is still the 'indispensable nation' when it comes to many 
of the world's problems, from climate change to genocide prevention. President Obama's first priority 
should be to re-establish America's position as the natural leader of those states who wish to address 
these problems. This involves displaying intelligence, calmness, and a willingness to listen to others, all 
qualities that the incoming President possesses in abundance. In his own person, he refiites the stereotype 
of Americans as obese, ignorant racists, and he must build on the goodwill he has already generated to 
become the leader of a genuine 'coalition of the willing'. 

Chris Brown 
Professor of International Relations 

Christopher Coker 
Professor of International Relations 

There wiU be no major changes in the first two years of the Obama presidency, only a change of tone. 
The last two years of the Bush presidency - the post-Rumsfeld years - saw a significant change in the 
direction of US foreign policy: more conciliation of potential enemies (China and Russia) and greater 
co-operation vrith allies - the unipolar moment was already history when Obama won. Expect no change 
in the Middle East, continued sanctions against Cuba, no sign-up to the International Criminal Court, 
and possibly a major reversal on American support for firee trade - forget the Doha Round. Whatever 
HUlary Clinton means by the US becoming a 'smart power', the smart money should be put on continuity. 
The Europeans, not the Asians, have invested a lot in the Obama fiitures market and they are in for a big 
disappointment. 
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More time for seminal studies 
Louisa Clare Evans contemplates the merits of seminars for teaching and learning at the LSE 

Despite the ongoing troubles 
in Gaza and gloomy reports 
of a worsening economy, 
LSE students are not too 
preoccupied to espouse 

strong opinions on another favourite topic 
around campus; teaching. 

But rather than the familiar discus
sions of teaching quality, this discussion is 
focused more specifically on the merits, or 
lack thereof, of a lecture and class teaching 
arrangement versus the seminar format. 

Not everyone on campus has experi
enced both; the course teaching arrange
ments vaiy from department to depart
ment. Many courses do not have seminars 
at all. But for those who have, it is clear 
that students have preferences for one 
over the other. 

The students I approached for this 
article come from a range of departments. 
Nonetheless, given that I am a member of 
the History department, the majority of 
the students polled were fellow historians. 
It is perhaps also the History department 
that is most affected by the marked differ
ences between the two different styles of 
teaching. 

Many history students prefer semi
nars to lectures and classes. Third-year 
undergraduate Adrian Grocock is one of 
them, who says that "they allow more time 
for open discussion and deeper analysis of 
the subject." 

Typically two hours long, usually wnth 
a short break in between each half, the 
very nature of the session is far more con
ducive to the study of history. Classes on 
the other hand last, at best, for fifty min
utes. In this time students are expected 
to examine 'discussion questions' on 
subjects that could span as much as forty 
years of history. Coupled vidth, more often 
than not, immensely informative and 
factual lectures, the volume of information 
that students are required to digest can be 
quite overwhelming. Consequently, class 
teachers often have to revisit material 
covered in the lectures in order to make 
sure students have the fundamental facts 

straight. 
So what becomes of the 'discussion 

questions'? Most slip off the agenda 
fifteen minutes into the class. Unless of 
course, you are lucky enough to have a 
teacher who insists you break off into 
smaller groups to consider individual 
questions. V^ile it is a good idea in prin
ciple, it almost never works. How much 
time is sufficient for group discussion 
before sharing ideas with the rest of the 
class? And if there are, say, three discus
sion questions, time becomes even more 
scarce. The result would then be that you 
often leave these classes knowing slightly 
more about one topic but very little about 
the others. 

Many students would argue that this 
can be rectified by holding longer, and 
more effective seminars where discussion 
is encouraged and supposedly integral to 
the design of seminars. But let's not forget 
too what it's like to be in the first year; it 
might be too much to ask of freshers to 
throw them straight into a seminar teach
ing format. Either way, being faced with 
a two-hour seminar from the beginning 
would have been unrealistic, but it does 
become more relevant to hold seminars as 
you progress through your time at LSE. 

Another advantage of seminars is that 
they are often lead by the most senior 
'authority' on the subject within the 
department. For many of the students, 
the benefits of being taught by a resident 
professor rather than a Graduate Teaching 
Assistant (GTA) were numerous: "The 
professors speak with more authority and 
clarity and better understand how to ap
proach their subject to get the most out of 
student contributions," one said. 

However, the vast majority of classes 
in the History department are taught by 
GTAs. Fifty minutes with a teacher who 
seems like he or she would much rather be 
in the library working on their own studies 
can be demoralising to say the least. If 
classes are compulsory and need to be a 
priority for students then the very same 
should apply to those teaching them. 

"[Seminairs] 
allow more time 
for open 
discussion and 
deeper analysis 
of the subject/' 

Some if not most GTAs have often 
never taught or lead a class before and 
their inexperience shows. Either the class 
begins to resemble Mrs Green's Year One 
class in primary school, or they jump in 
at the deep end expecting the volume of 
reading they do for their own studies. 
Worse still, a few unfortunate GTAs end 
up teaching a subject that is only distantly 
related to tiieir own theses. The thought 
of a select few of these GTAs leading a 
two-hour seminar is enough to make you 
reconsider that root canal appointment 
you keep postponing. 

However, students may be focusing 
too much on the negative and not enough 
on the positive. As one student pointed 
out: "I think the teachers are judged too 
harshly. We're at the LSE. The (overall) 
teaching here is never going to be appall
ing." I too, have had my fair share of less 
than inspiring teachers, but for every dis -
appointing class experience, I've had twice 
as many good ones. This then begs the 
question, what are we even basing these 
teaching 'standards' on? If it is experience 
from school then that would be little less 
than foolish. We have gone beyond GCSE, 
A-level and IB standards. The emphasis 
at university is on independent study, 
we can't be spoon-fed. Or have we come 
to expect a certain standard of teaching 
thanks to those teachers who are good (If 
this is the case then, things really aren't as 
bad as they seem)? 

Or is it, as I suspect, that students 
feel they are not getting their tuition fees' 
worth? And what would demonstrate 
to students that they are getting teach
ing standards to the value of £3,000, or 
more for overseas students? There is the 
constant cry for more contact hours with 
professors but common amongst those 
surveyed was that they had never wanted 
nor needed to seek out a professor in 
their time at the LSE. And as the teach
ers I spoke to have pointed out, very few 
students have demanded more class time. 
What we seem to forget is that we are as 
much dependent on our fellow students 

to help make a class or seminar worth
while as we are on the teacher. Perhaps 
the question to ask is, are students merely 
blaming their own apathy, disinterest and 
poor time management on teachers? 

With regards to mathematics-based 
subjects, the question of classes versus 
seminars seemed more confusing: what 
exactly is a seminar if, unlike in the case of 
History courses, they too are fifty minutes 
long? It seems that it is merely describ
ing the number of students in the room: 
smaller than a lecture, but bigger than a 
class. Neeraj Patel, a third-year Maths 
and Economics student said: "The very 
nature of the course means you don't 
have to self-prepare for the classes. You 
are taught the method in lectures... it is 
factual and objective, you have to simply 
practise it." Entirely satisfied with the way 
the course is structured, Patel does not see 
how a seminar structure would be more 
beneficial. 

Stephen Almond, a third-year Busi
ness, Maths and Statistics student on 
the other hand believes that there is not 
enough interaction. He explains that it 
is possible for students on his course 
to make it through their three years at 
the LSE without asking any questions. 
Almond argues that there is "little or no 
encouragement for developing a broader 
understanding of the subject." He does 
acknowledge that "seminars work well for 
what they are." Indeed, he prefers them to 
classes, but he also thinks that they "need 
to be supported with more individual 
staff-student contact." 

If the School were to change the 
structure of degree programmes and 
alter the balance of classes and seminars, 
the only logical way to do so would be 
allowing individual departments to do so 
autonomously. However, this would not 
be enough to assuage some of the more 
disillusioned students. Discontent with 
teaching standards is rife and it is this 
problem that needs to be addressed first 
before the issue of course structures. 
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The hideous face behind the fiiry 
Alex Peters-Day calls for immediate and decisive action against increasing antisemitism 

The immense loss of lives in Gaza 
is awfid, that itself is undeni
able. But what is more infuri
ating about the conflict is the 
sudden spate of antisemitism 

that has arisen recently. 
Since the Israel offensive in Gaza 

began three weeks ago, the Commu
nity Security Trust, a Jewish commu
nity security organisation that monitors 
antisemitism in Britain, has recorded over 
150 incidents of antisemitism. At recent 
pro-Palestinian rallies across Europe, 
protesters held disgraceful placards with 
swastikas paired with the Star of David, 
and chanted messages such as "Jews to the 
gas" and"Death to Jews". In Paris, a Jewish 
teenager was attacked last week and told 
that she was "paying for Israel's crimes". 
A car containing Molotov cocktails was 
parked outside a synagogue, while several 
Jewish monuments, buildings and shops 
have been firebombed. A "hit-list" of 
prominent British Jews was posted on the 
internet. 

I am not Jewish, but that is entirely ir
relevant. The fact that people are behaving 
in such a manner is the thing that should 
be utterly condemned. 

I'd hate to be overly dramatic, but 
Osama bin Laden himself has issued a 
statement bearing sentiments alarmingly 
similar to the motion passed at the Union 
General Meeting condemning Israel's at
tack on Gaza: some dangerous characters 

are currendy sharing not too dissimilar 
views with some LSE students. 

That in itself is not the cnix of the 

^le&tipe; campai^^l^f^fecomirig 
associated with openly antisemitic 
people, and nothing serious is being 
done about it. Whether some of them are 
using the Israeli attacks on Gaza merely 
as an excuse and opportunity for pub
lic displays for their veiled antisemitic 
beliefs is irrelevant. What is relevant is the 
increasing rise in antisemitic attacks in 
Britain. The fact that hundreds of people 
can march through the streets shout
ing "back to the ovens", which happened 
in Florida last month, is something that 
needs to be taken extremely seriously. The 
people chanting such antisemitic slogans 
will implicitly come to believe that their 
behaviour is acceptable, since they are not 
being arrested or forcibly stopped. This 
cannot be allowed to happen. 

Many atrocities are happening across 
the world at this time, yet the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict has come to gamer the 
most media and public attention. Some 
have used this fact, like Elizabeth Wurtzel 
did, to argue that the outrage against 
Israel is a manifestation of antisemitism. 
The fact that Hamas is a terrorist, openly 
antisemitic, organisation does not help. In 
response to the Israeli offensive, Hamas 
recently issued a statement saying Jewish 
children evei3fwhere had become "legiti-

The more 
frequent 
antisemitic 
attacl^ are 
allowed to 
occur, the more 
insidous and 
common such 
behaviour will 
become 

mate targets". Not just Israeli, but Jewish, 
children all over the world. 

Antisemitism should not have a place 
in any society. Cjmently, there are people 
are being urged t^'fiycott Israeli busi
nesses. Jewish buildings across the world 
have been attacked. These events have 
invoked an av\ffu] sense of familiarity -
bearing much similarities to the pogroms 
and persecutions of the past. If we are to 
leam anything from history, it should be 
that we have to be very serious when faced 
with antisemitic vibes, and that we should 
act quickly to quash them. The more 
frequent antisemitic attacks are allowed 
to occur, the more insidious and common 
such behaviour will become. 

• Also worth considering is the fact 
that within such a diverse community 
that is the LSE, certain actions will be 
making some Jewish and Israeli students 
uneasy. The pro-Palestine students do not 
consider their campaign to be in any way, 
shape or form associated with antisemitic 
figures and their views. But a tenuous as
sociation does exist, and the pro-Palestine 
students need to take active steps to disas
sociate themselves from those proponents 
of antisemitism. 

Perhaps a way to do this is for the 
pro-Palestine supporters to also openly 
condemn the other atrocities that have 
arisen from the latest spate of violence 
in the conflict - Hamas' indiscriminate 
violence against civilians and the startling 

rise in antisemitism. Regardless whether 
one believes Israel has a right to defend 
itself or not, or even whether one believes 
in Israel's right to exist, it is important 
to condemn such wanton violence and 
intolerance. 

Realistically speaking, direct actions, 
such as the occupation of the Old Theatre, 
in themselves are probably not going to 
convince Israel to halt their actions in 
Gaza. But dangerous antisemitic vibes 
could be allowed to take hold if the pro-
Palestinian demonstrations and protests 
become associated with extremist opin
ions. This can be changed. 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
involves extremely complex issues that 
require delicate handling, and I hesitate 
to suggest any ideas on how it can be ap
proached. However unfortunate it is that 
some people are using this conflict as a 
stage for their ovra bigoted fight against 
the Jewish people as a whole, that is the 
reality. Associating with them involves 
associating with very dangerous ideas. 

I am not implying that there are 
instances of antisemitism at the LSE. But 
the worrying fact remains, that all over the 
world thousands of people have been on 
the streets shouting antisemitic state
ments. And no one has done anything to 
stop them. That silence is deafening. 

So what if you can't name a 
newspaper, 

you can still write for one! 
Come write for Features. 
We meet some characters, and write the 
features you want to read. 

Email us at features@thebeaveronline.co.uk for ideas to join in the fiin. 
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PHOTOGRAPHY/ZSOCIAU/WEB 
SPORT/ZDESICN 
PLUS GENERAL MANACER 

COLLECTIVE MEETING 
THIS WEEK 

THURSDAY 1600-1800 

Run for election to the 
Beaver's editorial board 
at this week's collective 
Want to organise all the 

photos that appear in this 
newspaper? 

Want to help run and 
decide the content for the 

Social and Sport sections? 

Want to decide how the 
Beaver develops online? 

Want to gain 
management experience as 

the general manager? 

Want to change the look of 
the Beaver and give vent to 

your creativity at LSE? 

Then get involved -
send nominations to 

editor(a)thebeaveronline.co.uk 
fay midnight on Wednesday 



20 Photo 
Special Student shots of London and the United States 

i ^ I t '  *  * « 

3r % 

LorieeEvons 

•"v "1$ 



21 

The Beaver | 20th January 2009 

• • • •. -- • * 
I?:*:-- ' • *• : ' ^ 

.r 
•• •  ̂
r- s 

MikaeiFrancoise 

XListings; This week around campus 

jEVAiseei 
NETtNFWSPAS 

Film: Je vais bien ne t'en feis pas 
20januaiy2009 
Film: Ne le dis a personne (Tell No One) 
22 [anuaiy 2009 
18.00 
the underground 

Clothes swap 
22 and 23 Januaiy 2009 
The Quad  ̂̂ "^5  ̂

i clothing 
swap'  

4 
f: 

Title: 'Crisis and Control: John F. Kenned|y, Lucius 
D. Clay and the Tanks at Checkpoint Charlie' 
Speaker: Dr Ame Hofmann 
22 January 2009 
18.30pm - 20.00 
NAB21Z( 

Historical Heroes and ViUains Fancy Dress Party 
22 January 2009 
20.00 - 23.00 
The Quad \ 
£3 members, £4 non-members, with a £1 discount for those 
in costume 
Tickets: Available on Houghton Street from Monday 19th 
through to Thursday 22nd, and on the door 

The Financial Sector and Sustainabilify 
23januaiy2009 '  ̂

.Finat^cc the 
dossil FunH 

17.30 -18.00 
E171 

Tim Leunig does Q_& A wnth the Northerners @ LSE(su) 
Northerners  ̂LSE(su) 
26 Januaty 6pm 

Write for The Beaver in Social 
l ) ae part of Social; 
80cial@thebeavetoiiline.co.uk 
a) Promote your society; 
thebeaveronline.co.uk/listiiigs 
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Contact Beaver Sports 
thebeaver.sports(a)lse.ac.uk 
0207955 6705 Spoirt 

School of Hard Knocks 
Marianne Fairthorne 

In December, LSE sent its largest ever team 
to the English universities boxing champi
onships. A squad of six fighters joined over 
a hundred other students in Portsmouth to 
compete in this prestigious event.. 

Of the six, only captain Chris Baugh 
had competed before, and some had only 
begun training in September. But what 
the team lacked in experience, it made up 
a hundredfold in fighting spirit. The whole 
team competed exceptionally well and 
three of our fighters Arris Angelis, Nadir 
Gohar and Amar Gulati even managed to 
reach finals in their first championships. 
A very rare achievement indeed. If there 
had been an award for the most spirited 
team performance, LSE would have won it 
hands down. 

The Monday before heading to Ports
mouth, the team went to tough West 
London boxing club AUstars for their last 
sparring before the big day. The club was 
founded by Mr Akay in the 70s for young 
boxers excluded from other gyms on 
grounds of race. Since then, he has lead 
it from strength to strength, producing 
countless champions. When walking into 
the gjon, the visitor is treated to a wall-
to-wall display of famous fighters who 
have visited or trained there. These pho
tographs, which include the likes of Mike 
Tyson and Riclgf Hatton, look like a who's 
who in boxing. 

Knowing how little time the team had 
been training, expectations at Allstars 
were low. But the team acquitted them
selves so well against their hosts that all 
were full of confidence that LSE would 
have a championship to remember. With 
the benefit of some extra advice firom Mr 
Akay and the trainers at Allstars, the team 
were ready for the challenge ahead. 

When the LSE squad arrived, the 
coaches of rival universities were all 
amazed that our fighters were so inexpe
rienced. But as soon as they saw the team 
perform, this feeling quickly turned to awe 
at what experienced coach Karim Redwood 
and new man Ian Streetley had achieved in 
such a short time. 

After all this intensive training, the 

Flickrusei' 
linho.jung 

team were fiJl of enthusiasm to lay into 
their opponents. Some people wonder 
how a boxer can summon the aggression 
to try to knock somebody out. Even the 
mildest-mannered person would be long
ing to punch someone who had caused 
them to go through weeks on end of hard 
physical work and nights in. Getting up at 
dawn every day in midwinter to go running 
does not engender love for the person in 
the other comer. 

Day one started with a very close split 
decision loss by our captain to an eventual 
finalist. Middleweight Stewart Bevan then 
lifted the mood of the team with a spir
ited win in his debut fight. But the event 
that left everyone talking on the first day 
was the demolition by Arris "the Beast" 
Angelis of an outmatched and terrified 
opponent. After little more than a minute 
including two standing counts, the referee 
was forced to put a stop to the carnage. The 
other fighter had shown little more capac
ity to resist the Beast than the whole roast

ed chickens which make up his diet. 
On the second day, our female repre

sentative Marianne Fairthorne narrowly 
failed to add a boxing victory to her uni
versity challenge appearance. Despite an 
ultra-aggressive performance, she was un
able to beat a larger and more experienced 
opponent who went on to win her category 
easily. Stewart had received an injury in 
his victory so despite his protests, he was 
not allowed to fight. 

The team's aggression continued to the 
finals where Nadir Gohar was all over his 
opponent but was forced to withdraw with 
a shoulder injury. At cruiserweight, the 
Beast faced a very experienced and much 
larger man who proved too much even.for 
him. 

The biggest dissappoinment of the 
weekend came from poor judging. Amar 
Gulati looked to have won his category, 
but to the surprise and disgust of everyone 
watching, the split decision was given the 
other way. Few who saw his fight would 

disagree that Amar should be the cham
pion. To his immense credit, however, he 
took it all in his stride and was magnami-
nous in defeat. 

Once the action was over, it was time 
for some well-earned treats. In the weeks 
leading up to the fight, the team were on 
strict diets which saw some members lose 
over 5kg. So the first priorities when it was 
all over were chocolate, pizza, beer, and 
more chocolate. With hunger satisfied, the 
fighters returned home for a well-earned 
Christmas break. 

Following this impressive perfor
mance, LSE boxing club is eager to go on 
to even better things. If we can do so weU 
after a few short weeks, there is no telling 
what can be achieved when we have been 
training for longer. We hope to enter even 
larger teams at future championships, and 
are confident that next time we wiU sweep 
all before us. The future for boxing at LSE 
looks bright. 

Gamblers 
Anon 
We were so close to a dramatic victory last 
week. Then Chelsea ruined it. Bastards. 
Southend took the lead, then the Scolari 
killjoys destroyed the dreams of the Essex 
team, as well as those of Gamblers Anon. 
Such a cruel blow almost tempted us to 
cease the column. However, we, as gam
blers, are made of much stronger stuff, so 
will persevere. 

We aren't sure if you're aware of this, 
but the Bandy World Championships are 
currently taking place. Having researched 
the teams, we are pretty certain Mon
golia wiU beat Hungary on 21st January, 
so much so we will place £10 on this 
outcome. Some woidd say a risky bet, but 
that's why it's called a gamble. 

In an attempt to resemble some sense 
of national pride, although he is a Scot 
and publicly dislikes the English, we will 
put our remaining £10 on Andy Murray to 
win the Australian Open, hoping to prove 
once and for all that we can let b3fgones 
be bygones. Even if he is an arrogant little 
twerp. 

••betfair 
sports casino poker 

@Please gamble responsibly. ^ 
Visit www.gambleaware.co.uky 

Are you among the 8% of AU 
members who have a solid command 
of the English language? 

Ifso,weneedyourhelp. Beaver Sports 
is looking for a team of dedicated 
tits, fannies, and willies, wdio can spel, 
to move us on to the next level. Email 
us at: 

sports(a)thebeaveiroiilme.co.uk 

Career Year? 
Nick Drake says whether Andy Murray wins his first 
Tennis Grand-Slam tournament or not, 2009 will be a 
career definingyear. 
"When you win Cincinnati, when you 
win Madrid, when you win Doha, playing 
against Federer, pla)ning against Roddick, 
you are ready to win a Grand Slam, no?". 
Rafael Nadal, World No.i ranked Men's 
Tennis player, on British No. i and World 
No. 4 Andy Murray. 

For the first time in his career, Andy 
Murray is a favourite for one of tennis' 
four annual Grand Slams, or majors. For a 
professional tennis player, no four tourna
ments come any bigger, and wrinning just 
one can be both career- and life-changing. 
Despite this, at the age of just twenty one, 
time may be running out. 

Of course Murray is likely to play an
other ten, maybe even fifteen years, so 
there is certainly the opportunity to win 
many majors, but the history of tennis' 
great players suggests that there are dis
tinct patterns, even to the careers of such 
anomalous individuals as champions. One 
story that Murray will be hoping to avoid 
making his own is that of unfulfilled talent. 

For example, take Tim Henman, the 
English tennis player who six times made 
the semi-finals of a Grand Slam, but nev
er made the next step to reaching a final. 
Some may dispute whether Henman actu
ally had the talent to vidn it all, but there are 
many other examples of great sportsmen 
and women who could never make the fi
nal step. In fact you don't have to look far; 
or evenleave the British Isles: consider Co
lin Montgomerie. 

The Scottish golfer has finished run
ner-up in one of golf's four annual majors 
five times, yet never taken home the trophy. 
With this in mind, if we take the data since 
the professionalisation of men's tennis in 
1968 (known as the Open Era) we can see 
that Andy still, seemingly, has many years 
to win a major. In fact, with a large propor
tion of tennis' majors being won between 
the ages of 22 and 25, Andy at 21 may just 
be about to step into his prime. 

It is important to note that even though 
Rosewall, Laver and Newcombe aU won 
majors in the Open Era, they are not in
cluded in this data set, as they also won 
many majors before 1968, and in fact by 
1968 were towards the end of their careers 
and so would including them would intro
duce a bias towards the older age groups. 

And it is important to notice very few 
men have won a Grand Slam after the age 
of 30. Interestingly, of the five men who 
have won a major at the age of 31 or older, 
all ended winning at least three majors in 
their career and three of them are consid
ered as some of the greatest players of all 
time: Connors, Agassi and Sampras, the 
last of whom holds the record for major 
wins at fourteen. 

Although Murray may not admit it, 
he certainly would have dreams of being a 
multiple Grand Slam winner. If we remove 
aU the one-time and two-time champions 
leaving only the men who have won three 
grand-slams or more we get a very differ

ent picture. At twenty one Murray has yet 
to win a major (although he has reached a 
Grand Slam final), if we look at the age at 
which multiple champions won their first 
championship we find that there are two 
distinct groups. Of the eleven men who 
won three or more majors and who won 
their first championship at twenty-one or 
younger, nine of them went onto win five 
majors or more. 

Of the six men who won their first ma
jor at twenty-two or older only two won 
five Grand Slams or more: Agassi and 
Lendl. The former won his first at twenty-
two, so Lendl is reaUy the only exception 
in the Open Era to the rule that to win five 
majors or more you need to start early. In 
fact Lendl won his first at twenty-four, so 
even he was still relatively young. 

Andy Murray will turn twenty-two 
on the 15 May 2009. If he wishes to ce
ment himself as one of the greatest ten
nis players of all time and put himself up 
there with the McEnroes and the Beckers 
of the tennis world (who won seven ma
jors and six majors respectively) let alone 
the Sampras' and Federers (who have won 
a combined 27 majors), he needs to start 
winning now. As the Australian Open gets 
under way, Murray will no doubt be hoping 
his last Grand Slam as a twenty one year 
old ends with victory. Despite being a Scot, 
after a decade of Tim Henman's not quite 
good enough, the English will hope so too. 

Flickr user 
satumshine 
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SPOOTY-The 
LOW EDITION 

Loathe to bid fiireweU 

Philosophical Barry 

An old maxim coined by 
Harold Wilson is testament 
to how systemic change can 
occur in the blink of an eye. 
While a week may indeed be a 

long time in politics, so often in the sport
ing world developments seem to defy the 
botmdaries ofjusta single day. Imagine 
poor Leroy Rosenior, ten minutes after 
taking the reigns at Torquay learning he 
was to be relieved of his duties without so 
much as a cup of tea in his dream job. He 
makes Lady Jane 
Grey look like Queen Victoria. 

Sat in the Old Theatre, clouded by the 
rotten stench of BO wafting up from the 
stage that for once was not due to my lec

turer's obvious^vveight problem, I learned 
the shocking news. My sadness was 
matched by a lone protester on stage who 
grimaced as she read reports of another 
strike on innocent civilians, if only these 
people showed the same concern for the 
homeless, poor and disenfranchised that 
are severely neglected by our own state 
apparatus. But they are probably put off 
by the fact that they would actually have 
to do something more constructive than 
just sit on a stage in a sweat filled huddle, 
alas this is the legacy of the middle class 
dominance of the LSE. But I digress. 

The news I speak of regards a close 
friend of mine here at the Beaver; Robin 
Henry Cameron Low. Robin truly is a fix
ture here at Beaver sports, turning down 
the chance to appear on Channel Four 
documentary 'Half Ton Son' along wdth 
what was likely to be a six figure payday 
(or 50,000 Big Macs), in order to fulfill 
his commitment to the paper. It was his 
portly charm which first coaxed me out 
of by journalistic hiatus. He plucked me 
from my hellish existence peddling haiku 
and other superfluous limericks on an 
East London back street and gave me an 
avenue through which I could really make 
my opinions felt. Despite the criticism of 
Sam Tempest Keeping, no doubt a result 
of his bashful arrogance, Robin continued 
to be the motivational plinth, an ample 
one at that, across which I was able to 
drape my creative banner. 

But another overused cliche is also 
pertinent here, that is the saying that with 
every door that closes, another one opens. 
When Rosenior was sacked, Paul Buckle 
fastened himself into the hot seat on the 

south coast. When Harry Redknapp left 
the same location and made his dash to 
London in the middle of the night, British 
sport's most conspicuous member of 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Tony Adams, was 
able to prove unequivocally that booze 
can make even the most wooden of us 
sociable. With Rob deciding to vacate the 
dam, a new Beaver is required to plug the 
hole. 

That hole, once again, is a substantial 
one. From what I have witnessed, editing 
this most hallowed section of the paper 

is a demanding mistress indeed. Yet for 
those who take the leap, deciding to set 
foot on this on this rocky road, the rewards 
are apparently endless. For one thing, 
you are privy to all Ae life counsel you 
desire from yours truly. The chance to be 
respected by your peers, and make fiin of 
those who spurn you. 

Brad Gilbert didn't opt to coach Andy 
Murray because he thought it would be. 
enjoyable to listen an afro laden bam
boo pole moan at his every decision in a 
whiney Scottish accent. All he saw was 

Above: Rob Low at his finest 

potential. So if you think you can add 
something to this section, and can cope 
with the similarly stubborn, weedy and 
moody STK, then put your name forward. 

As always I am open for dialectic at 
the normal address. 

philosophicalbany 
@thebeaveronline.co.uk 

The Lowdown 
Robin Low 
Outgoing sports editor 

Matthew Hansen, Editor in Chief of 
Marvel Comics once said, "It's not the 
winning that counts, nor the taking part; 
it's making fiin of the little fat kid who 
comes in last." So sorry Jacquesy, looks like 
this article will have to randomly poke fun 
at your expense. OK, I guess, as a last act 
of kindness, and seeing as I've already in
cluded a lovely picture of Big Fat Jacquesy 
with Barry from Eastenders, I should leave 
him alone, however difficult this may be. 

Leaving as Sports Editor will not only 
give me back my Sundays (which have 
actually been pretty fiin and introduced 
me to LSE Patel and a Nicholas Hoult 
look-a-like), it will act as a general relief. 
No longer will I have to pretend to give 
a flick about the badmington results, or 
how women's rugby have been getting on. 
Honestly, I couldn't care less. Rugby was 
invented by someone with a careless dis
regard for the rules of football. Badmin
gton is girly tennis, the same can be said 
when comparing netbaU and basketball. 
Loved the boxing though, nothing like a 
good fight, and Philosophical Barry has 
been a great drinking partner. 

I tried to avoid poking fun at Big Fat 
Jacquesy, managing to offend literally tens 

of people who play the previously men
tioned 'sports' in the process. Oh well, life 
sucks. Thinking of Jacquesy, and to some 
extent sport in general, reminded me of 
this W.C. Field5.1ine: "If at first you don't 
succeed, try again. Then quit. No sense 
being a damn fool about it." Perhaps it's 
time to hang up your boots and chocolate 
wrappers Jacquesy, and if Wednesday's 
performance is anything to go by, a career 
as an East End entertainer is looming. 

"If at first you don't 
succeed, tiy again. 
Then quit' lW 

On another note which might interest 
some, I will be occupying the Tuns from 
Wednesday 7pm until fijrther notice. I will 
cease this occupation when LSE and the 
iriternational community recognise that 
the price of a pint of lager is way, way too 
high, and this exploitation of the drink
ing man must be stopped. I'm expecting 
an official statement from Howard Dizzle 
any time soon. All support is welcome. 
Karaoke will be provided to like minded 
people. 

I would have loved to finish this article 
with some of the jokes that I told to the 
AU in my unsuccessful attempt to join the 

exec at the end of my first year, and seeing 
as that was in summer 2006,1 am fairly 
certain no one would have heard them. 
Unfortunately I now have a girlfriend, and 
she would probably abstain from sexual 
relations with me for about a day, which 
just wouldn't do. Plus my grandma gets 
a copy of the Beaver, and I wouldn't want 
to mess with her. They weren't based on 
diversity humour, but would be classified 
as sexist, and making jest of a woman's 
menstrual cycle. This is 2009, and that 
kind of humour is no longer socially ac
ceptable, however flinny it may be. 

The AU Calendar was a fantastic suc
cess. Sony to any welfare-minded busy-
bodies, but this was wonderful achieve
ment based upon the charitable spirit and 
relaxed nature of the AU. I do have one, 
and one issue only with it though. Why 
couldn't the same touching up of excess 
lipids be applied to those larger members 
of the FC tiiat was quite clearly applied to 
the occupants of November? I hope this 
wasn't a sexist-based decision, for fear 
of the wrath of the SU, UGM, and British 
media. 

Finally, bring on Calella 2009. Well 
done to everyone who has signed up, there 
is no other holiday like it. Prepare for 
plenty of LASH, BANTER, and MINGE. 

One fat Eastender and Baniy 
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"Oh I just can't wait to beat Kings!" 
Sophie Hunt 

England v Wales, Israel v Palestine, LSE 
V Kings. Some things are just personal. 
Neighbourly pride was at stake. We had 
waited a while to win; some pessimistic 
team members had even began wondering 
if we woidd go all season without victory. 
Alas, it was not to be. Ever reliable. Strand 
Poly did exactly what they were bom to do 
- come second to LSE. 

Having arrived at Berrylands, we paid 
homage to the fortress before getting ready 
on the dirty side of the fence. The changing 
room chat was pretty standard. Lizzie was 
cursed for the quantity and quality of her 
emails; strangely no one was fascinated 
by her multiple communications outlining 
the intricacies of train times from Sv^ndon 
to London and epic tales of unpacking (she 
struggled to find her computer cable, for 
readers enticed by the subject matter). 

Judith confirmed her position as the 
most intelligent team member, revealing 
that she had set a rule on her computer 
redirecting all Bacon emails to a separate 
(most probably junk) folder. Sophie and 
Kat Wilson, having spent most of the jour-

' ney stressing about their lost gum shields 
and waving goodbye to their pearly whites, 
were both pleased to discover them in 
their respective short pockets. Tad em
barrassing. Unfortunately, we were also 
without our usual hooker, Kirsty, (insert 
joke here) so with a little encouragement 
Sarah donned the number 2 shirt. Suited, 
booted and with a cameraman assigned, 
we marched onto the pitch. 

We lost the toss, but were pleased that 
it meant we could be running downhill 
(silly poly couldn't get a flat pitch) for the 
first half. No reflection on our impeccable 
fitness of course: merely more flattering 
for those Kodak try moments. After a solid 
warm up and a quick recap of the rules, we 
were off. We wanted thatball. The kick was 
well caught and with the levels of aggres
sion usually reserved for trapping young 
men, we began our first major attack. Great 
spacing and tactical passing from Laura al
lowed Vanessa and Judith to quickly gain 
space. It took just five minutes for Captain 
Chi to reach the try line, once again dem
onstrating to the team that the phrase 'it's 
not the size that matters' doesn't only ap
ply in the bedroom. 

At 5-0 up we knew we weren't safe, but 
attacking runs by Danielle and tries from 
Sophie and mini-Chi soon put us out of the 
dangerzone. Suddenly everyone wanted a 
piece of the action. Despite Nadine almost 
being broken in half from a tackle gone 
wrong, the forwards continued to work 
as one, constantly feeding the ball back to 
allow the backs the glory. Judith was the 
next to dodge through the now forlorn op
position, making the score 20-0. We were 
determined to keep increasing our lead, 
with Vanessa powering dovm the left wing 
to take the fiftii try and Sophie copying on 
the right; half time saw the score at 30-0. 
The astute reader may note the divisibility 
by five. If only we had an adequate kicker. 

ft" • 
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Photograph 
Sophie Hunt 

Women's nigl^ 
winning score 

Kings 5 
LSE 35 

No joke! 

it could have been 42-0. But I guess that 
would have been greedy. 

The second half involved less arse-
kicking than the first, but nonetheless 
some more quality play. With some fresh 
legs on the pitch, Franld once again dem
onstrated her kicking skills and Becca (no 
longer held back by the burden of a beret) 
her aptitude and enthusiasm for rucking. 
Hannah needed some encouragement to 
take off the layers of rugby jackets and join 
the forwards, but once on the pitch showed 
what two years playing experience and a 
whole load of thunderbirds can produce. 

Our fitness or lack thereof, began 
to show as the half wore on. After a few 
schoolboy errors we saw a few inches be
ing lost to Kings; not unlike the netball 

stomachs to Adobe. They took the oppor
tunity to score, and we found their level of 
celebration mildly flattering. Unfortunate
ly for them this gave us necessary motiva
tion to fight back, Laura attacked off a long 
ball, giving Sophie the opportunity to dis
play her conversion talents when playing 
contestants from supposedly high-calibre 
sport. 35-5. 

Most notable moment of the second 
half was some textbook mauling, with 
Rosebery Pres, Alex Pd and recently legal 
Nadine leading the charge, getting the ball 
a good twenty metres down the pitch. The 
backs were as helpfiil as ever, shouting in-
sightfld advice such as 'keep pushing, only 
45 metres to go...' A less notable moment, 
although more entertaining, was Lizzie's 

try. At least it would have been a by, if only 
she wasn't twenty meters away from the 
try line and thus her Superman-esque dive 
went unrewarded. We admire her opti
mism, but do wonder sometimes about the 
LSE's admissions policy. 

Like all good things, the game came 
to an end. We were officially wfinners. It's 
good to win and be able to sing that 'we are 
faster, stronger and more skilled' than the 
opposition without looking a little shame
faced. It's good to get home to a fidl email 
inbox with aU the team sending each other 
congratulatory emails. It's good to send 
the result to the Beaver Sports and not lie 
about the score... Now all we need to do is 
get that second team back on their winning 
streak. 

Beaver Sports Editor in shock resignation 
> > Seismic waves sent through global sporting 
community; women declare state of emergency 
> > New Sports Editor to be elected this Thursday 
>> Appleby emailing 
collective(^thebeaveronline.co.uk by midnight 
Wednesday 21** January 
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TTi™i 
We're still here! Don't worry, we 
haven't given up on you just yet! 

Once again we've hijacked all fre
quencies to bring you a sizeable 

tome on all things cultural. Sound 
and vision; the proscenium and 
the page: everything's still here. 

We have, however, experimented 
with the ink which now induces a 
range of life changing psychoses. 
Licking the centrespread will give 

you an out of body experience 
while inhaling theatre will make 
you see the world from the point 
of view of a barncale. We didn't 

have time to test the others, let us 
know what they do! 

JULIAN BOYS i 
SAGHINPATEL 

FAQ! FAX! FACTS! 
Dear Julian, 
After the closure of the Astoria, are 
you making way for the Crossrail 
too?. 
Yours, 
S. Byers. 

Dear Sachin, 
I keep being overtaken by urges 
to sing vibrato renditions of Katy 
Perry songs in an operatic style on 
Houghton Street. Can partB put 
me in touch with similar sufferers? 
Jeremy F. Hipplebump 

CETYO'CULTURE-LOVING ASSOVER TO 
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marionkoob breaks away from the brainwash 

It has now been scientifically proven: televi
sion is the number one cause of wasted time. 
Indeed, it has provoked much more damage 

than Facebook (social interaction, at least, has 
some sort of utility.) In all honesty, sitting bland
ly in front of the screen, watching poor-quality 
programmes until you collapse on your couch in 
the late hours of the night really does nothing but 
deteriorate your eyesight-and ultimately, your 
mind. And, to some degree or other, we all know 
it. 

So why does the telly still remain a viable lei
sure option? Why do we, instead of interacting 
with family, picking up a book or carrying out a 
creative hobby, choose to passively be fed, quite 
literally, a whole load of nonsense? 

One of the primary reasons is a demoralising 
'lack of anything better to do'. The screening sofa 
has become the harbour of those exhausted from 
a day's work, or simply bored out of their wits, 
who have come to be convinced that television 
is the solution to their fatigue. 
The shows, the series 
episodes, and 

the documentaries are all generally of poor qual
ity. Yet we subject ourselves to such material, 
trapped in a vicious circle of apathy; we turn to 
the screen because of our weariness, but the ac
tivity is far from energizing- rather, it drains us 
flirther. And there are plenty of substitutes to the 
essential information which television provides: 
news, for instance, is just as accessible in online 
and print form, and these articles are of a much 
better standard than anything the TV presenter 
will ever take the time to enunciate. 

The psychological influence of both adver
tisements and bad media is just as frightening. 
The majority of television programmes assume 
that viewers are intellectually challenged; and 
after a time of being considered as so, we come 
to accept it. Trivial disputes offered by real
ity shows, over-simplified, 'hollywoodian' news 
bulletins, and gameshows which seem to go out 
of their way to pick the dimmest candidates j 
sible. 

And none of it is surprising to the habituated 
viewer. On a more philosophical plane, it is inter
esting to wonder whether television is truly used 
as window or, rather, a mirror. Does it offer us the 
possibility of escape from the routine, a chance to 
encounter places, situations and people we never 
would have otherwise, or a way to better grasp 
our society and the grim and petty aspects of hu
man nature? 

So down with television, I say, and out with 
the creative ideas. Go for a run, start on that 
novel you've always wanted to read. Go and see a 
mind-boggling play, or watch an interesting film: 
an3rthing to avoid the nervous reflex of flicking 
through channels endlessly. There are so many 
ways to being entertained which stimulate botii 
your mind and your body. TV traps its victims in 
a lethargic loop of fruitlessness. 

catherinecapone is taking down the BBC 

If •;;y: 

When I received my third letter from the 
BBC licensing company demanding 
that I licensed my non-existent TV, I 

decided to adhere to their instructions and let 
them know that no; I don't have a TV and there
fore could they please stop sending me letters. 
The woman informed that it would immediately 
stop, as ea^ as that. Maybe they're not so bad 
after all. But hang on - what was my contact 
number, she wanted to know. What for? Well, 
in order for the inspectors to call me before they 
visited to check that I was telling the truth, of 
course! 

Astounded, I hung up - what was the point 
of calling them if they were going to send the TV 
police round anyway? The whole ̂ stem is so 
utterly patronising. You're considered guilty un
til proven innocent, and you will be hounded in 
the meantime to buy a license for a TV you don't 
even have - because of course, it's impossible to 
live without one. They've obviously never heard 
of their own invention - BBC iPlayer - for which 

you don't need a license. The latest issue of the 
letter aggressively states that 'despite receiving 
many letters from us, your home is still unli
censed'. Do we need a license for a home now? It 
proudly informs the offender that "we are persis
tent" and that the inspectors are "authorised to 
request a search warrant" to route around your 
home in search of a secret telly stash under the 
bed, without even any proof of misconduct. 

What about that scary advert that they is
sued this year -the one with the eerie music and 
the creepy voice warning you that "your town, 
your street, your home... is all in our database" 
and that it's "impossible to hide" if you don't pay 
your TV licence. If their technology is so good, 
why don't they just track down the offenders 
instead of wasting time and money by harassing 
innocent people? In response to the question of 
whether those vans with TV-detecting satellites 
actually exist, the BBC refiised to comment. In 
other words, their so-called advanced technol
ogy is mjrthical - it just doesn't exist. 

I am certainly not anti-BBC - in fact I 
believe the BBC to be a stalwart pillar of our 

prized British culture - but I think their conduct 
towards customers is disgracefld. The BBC 
need to pull their socks up before they fall into 
terminal disfavour; an anti-TV license move
ment on Facebook has already attracted 248,000 
supporters. The aim is to follow in the footsteps 
of New Zealand, where the licensing scheme 
collapsed after viewers revolted and withheld 
payment. 

And what does our annual fee of £139.50 
go towards? Apart from funding the hundreds 
of pointless intimidating letters that are sent 
to people every day, it pays for Jonathan Ross's 
£6 million-a- year wage. We mustn't forget too 
about the creme-de-la-creme of British Broad
casting; as Jeremy Paxman hilariously pointed 
out in response to proposed BBC cuts last year, 
do we reaUy need shows such as 'Me and my 
Man-Boobs' and 'F*** Off I'm Fat'? Scrap BBC3 
I say, and all other deplorable BBC produce - our 
money should be invested in reputable program
ming to save the BBC from falling into a tabloid 
cesspit. After all, we don't want another ITV on 
our screens. 
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joshheller interviews the heir to the vacant pop throne 

It isn't the despairing screams of a million un
employed graduates. It isn't the crispy crackle 
of a credit crunch, nor even the icy blast of a 

financial freeze. The sound of 2009 is synthesis
ers and sequencers; it is a Blackpool accent and 
diminutive footw^ear. It is Victoria Hesketh aka 
Little Boots and she is the future of pop. 

The death throws of bad guitar pop are still 
echoing through the charts, but in the coming 
months the electro-pop revivalists will smash 
the big time in a big way. Lady Gaga, La Roux 
and Passion Pit are just a few artists whose stars 
are set to shine. Little Boots though, has been 
picked ahead of all of them. She's been hyped 
for a while now and this month she came top of 
the BBC Sound of 2009, an industry wide poll of 
tastemakers that last year tipped Adele and Duffy 
for the top. 

"I just do what I want, 
the minute someone 
tries to tell what to do I 
just say no." 

I  

Little Boots is a small northern lass with 
frighteningly blonde hair and an ethereal amount 
of glittery mascara. With classical training from 
the age of four, she's been making music foryears. 
She built a fan base on the internet through 
posting videos of herself playing covers on 
her Tenorion, an instrument made of 
light. It sounds perhaps more excit
ing than it actually is, the Teno 
rion is simply a sequencer with 
an LED panel on the front that 
visualises sounds. It seems 
though, like an original way 
of making music, so I 
began by asking Little 
Boots how if affected 
the way she produces mu-
I'm immediately met with a look of tired exas
peration, she's clearly been asked it before, and I 
sense a hint of dismay as if people think her sound 
revolves around this gimmick. "I don't use it to 
write and I don't use it in the studio, the internal 
sounds aren't very good soyou might as well use a 
good sequencer on the computer in the studio. So 
it doesn't really affect the way I make music, but 
they way we play it live is completely affected by 

S I C .  

i it. It's kind of the brain of it. We programme and 
! upload all our samples and basslines and things 

like that. It's really great for live shows 
j because it's really visual, 
1 with electronic music 
! it's difficult to play 
j it live." 
I About a 
j year ago Little 

Boots wrote a 
song. Stuck on 
Repeat, that she 

i originally intended 
I for Kylie to sing. A 
I demo was given to Joe 

Goddard (Hot Chip's su-
perproducer) by a friend 

j of a friend, much to her 
embarrassment "it was shit, I 
recorded it on a terrible mic on 

j to Garage Band." Yet he loved the 
I song and worked on an improved version, 
i "the idea of it was already there, he just expanded 
; all the themes and made it a lot more exciting." 
I Stuck on Repeat is undeniably infectious, it was 
I rinsed on dance floors across the country last 

year. The 7-minute extended mix is a beautiful 
I piece of electro-pop. The instrumental intro-
' duction builds elegantly, you're hooked on that 
. beat and you only realise you were desperate for 

the hook when it arrives (perfectly on time) fully 
I two minutes into the track. This contrasts with 

the fairly de- rivative radio edit, 
vvhere the hook 
is unceremoni
ously dumped 
on you barely 

15 seconds into 
the song. The radio 

edit is an inferior song, 
but it is a more accessi
ble sound, and when the 
aim of the game is to sell 

as many records as pos
sible, pop demands acces

sibility. Yet music that's made 
to sell can mean a watered dowm sound only 
appealing to the lowest common denominator, 
with accessibility, to my mind, often equating to 
inferiority. Little Boots though couldn't disagree 
more, "the more people that can connect with it 
the better. 1 think if you write a good song then 
hopefully it will connect with all people across the 
board." Perhaps this is the point then, that is what 
pop music is about, regardless. Little Boots clear
ly saw through my bullshit. "I'm not into just do

ing some like, cooler thing that'll sell like 100 re
cords to a bunch of scenesters in London. I don't 

care! I'm from Blackpool, I wanna be 
It sold in Woolworths on 

the seafront you know? I 
want my little brother to 

go in Ae shop down the 
road and be able to buy 

my CD." 
With the cho

ruses to Stuck 
on R^eat, 
Meddle and 
Every Little 
E a r t h q u a k e  

all jostling for 
attention in my 

brain, I was deter
mined to investigate 

the idea of catchiness. I wanted to 
know if catchiness itself was some

thing Little Boots aimed for? "I dunno, I try 
and write hooks. I like hooks. I mean what's a 
song without a chorus? I dunno it's just a load of 
noise innit? I just love choruses. I love big cho
ruses and beautifiil melodies that everyone wants 
to get involved with. The crazy frog is catchy but 
it's a fucking annoying sound. It's not really about 
catchiness for me it's more about like classic, like, 
great choruses. If you can write a chorus that's 
really catchy but doesn't get anno3dng. You know 
those kind of songs that you can put on 20 times 
and you're not annoyed and you still think they're 
bloody great? That's normally a sign of a pretty 
good pop song." 

"1 just love choruses. 1 
love big choruses and 
beautiful melodies that 
everyone wants to get 
involved with." 

Pop itself is increasingly difficult to define, 
with a hyphen being spliced between that word 
and every conceivable genre. Music that is reso
lutely not pop usually strays in to the realm of the 
weird. I had always thought that to make an ab
stract album that remains interesting is a difficult 
thing to do. Once again Little Boots debased my 
assumptions. "Pop music really challenges me, 
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it's so much harder than being 
weird. It's pretty easy to make 
cool albums or weird albums. 
You can lock yourself away for 
a bit and be weird. It's not that 
hard. It's much harder to write 
Michael Jackson - Thriller, with 
an album of number ones." 

"I'm not into just 
doing some like, 
cooler thing that'll 
sell lilce lOO records to a 
bunch of scenesters in 
London." 

People who know much more than I do keep 
telling me that the music Girls Aloud put out is 
innovative and brilliant. For the record Little 
Boots thinks "all their tracks sound the same, 
even though they're all pretty flicking good." My 
problem with Girls Aloud, and with so many 
similarly throwaway popstars, is that they don't 
make their music. They're just the branding 
that is stamped on what is apparently quite ex
citing pop music. With their matching dresses 
and contrasting hairstyles, they represent what 
I see, however pretentiously, as the anti-thesis 
of proper music, a total lack of artistic integrity. 
Little Boots makes music that is sometimes bril
liant and often fairly tepid, but she is entirely her 
own person and her own brand. She doesn't have 
pop's most powerful voice, but she writes her 
own songs. Music that is made by people who 
fully own their sound, that is the kind of pop I can 
get behind. In response to a question on whether 
she feels pressured to look or act a certain way she 
just kind of shrugged, "not really, I just do what I 
want, I don't really think about it. I suppose girls 
are kind of pressurised to look sejgr or whatever. 
I mean to be honest I'd rather look sexy than not 
sexy. But I just like what I like so I wear what I 
like, which just tends to be crystals and fancy stuff 
and glittery dresses and that's just what I like. It's 
not because I think I should try and be something 
that I'm not or an3nhing like that. I just do what I 
want, the minute someone tries to tell what to do 
I just say no." 
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reviews Khaled Hosseini's second novel 

' he book tells the tragic stoiy of two women 
living in A^hanistan who find in each other 
a faith and solace from their violent hus

band and the oppressive patriarchal regime that 
they live under. After her mother commits suicide, 
the teenage Mariam is forced into a marriage to a 
40-year-0ld man by her indifferent father. After 
many years of an abusive and unhappy marriage 
her husband marries 14-year-old Laila who has 
lost her family during the Soviet war. 

The story spans the many years of a succes
sion of devastating conflicts and wars. The tenj-
fying rule of the Taliban after 1997 is made even 
rawer and chilling in the descriptions of their 
brut^ity, especially towards women. The two 
protagonists are prevented from travelling alone, 
thereby preventing escape from their increasingly 
cruel husband and are prohibited from work
ing, amongst countless other restrictive enforced 
laws. The most excruciating scene is one in which 
Laila must endure a caesarean without any anaes
thetic due to the Taliban's restrictions on medical 
care at women's hospitals. 

Their friendship and sense of hope for better 
things is poignant and touching. AlAough there 
is a happy ending of sorts, the reader cannot help 
but be overwhelmed by the hardship and adversi
ty which both women endured. What also comes 
with reading the book is the melancholy feeling 
that the experiences of the two protagonists sym
bolised the lives of thousands of other women liv

ing in Afghanistan and in many other countries, 
many of whom still face similar suffering today. 

The book is precisely and authoritatively writ
ten and Hosseini's fluid narrative style makes the 
book hard to put down. He captures the life of 
Kabul well and the ways in which Afghanistan's 
turbulent histoiy has had such tragic effects on 
generations of people. His descriptions are vivid 
and certainly don't gloss over the horrors that the 
two women experienced. For example, the de
scriptions of the vicious and savage beatings that 
are meted out to both women on a regular basis 
are disturbing to say the least. Although Hosseini 
chooses not to focus too closely on politics, the 
sense of hope at the end after the fall of the Tal
iban provokes the reader to contemplate the very 
recent years of Afghan history and politics and 
come to their own conclusion concerning the na
ture of the regime's demise, and whether the opti
mistic final chapters actually reflect Afghanistan's 
current situation. The book provides a powerful 
insight into a country most of us have only known 
on our television screens and draws attention to 
the problems Afghanistan has faced and the hur
dles it is still to face in the fixture. The emotional 
power the author has on his readers is commend
able. I felt almost emotionally drained by the end 
of the book; the characters are so believable and 
the attachment and concern you develop for them 
is what is needed for a book engage you as deeply 
as A Thousand Splendid Suns did. 

reckons branwen is a total legend 
egends may be seen as being only one step 
up from the sugar-coated, nausea-inducing 
stories pedalled by Disney: fiiU of knights in 

shining armour, damsels in distress and happy 
endings, but this is far from being the case. Not 
only are legends full of violence, death and de
spair, more often than not these are coupled with 
some of the strangest, most beautifU, haunting 
imagery possible, creating a world far removed 
from our comfortable, mundane existence. 

Nowhere is this clearer than in the second 
branch of the Mabinogion, the legend of Bran-
wen. Following the arrival of Matholwch, the King 
of Ireland in north Wales as a suitor to Branwen; 
Bendigeidfran the King of Britain, Branwen's el
dest brother agreed to the match and it was sealed 
with an extravagant wedding banquet. The fol
lowing morning Efnisien, another of Branwen's 
brothers was enraged when he was informed that 
the marriage had gone ahead without his consent. 
In a fit of rage, Efhisien cut off the lips, eyelids, 
tails and ears of Matholwch's horses rendering 
them useless. Bendigeidfran compensated Ma
tholwch for his loss with a new horse for each 
mutilated animal, a silver staff as tall and as large 
as himself and a plate of gold as wide as his face. 
Sensing Matholwch's unhappiness Bendigeidfran 
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increased the compensation giving him the caul
dron of re-birth, into which a corpse can be placed 
and a living man will emerge in its place, but 
without the capacity to speak. 

Matholwch and his bride Branwen journeyed 
to Ireland where news of the insult done to Ma
tholwch had spread like wild-fire. Following 
the birth of their son Gwern, Branwen was sent 
to work in the kitchen of the castle, where the 
butcher would hit her daily as punishment for the 
shame brought upon Matholwch. Unable to tell 
her family across the sea about her plight, Bran

wen taught a starling to speak, and sent it away 
with a letter to Bendigeidfran. 

Bendigeidfran and his troops sailed to Ire
land, where upon their arrival sdl bridges cross
ing the river to Matholwch's castle had been de
stroyed. This was no obstacle to Bendigeidfran, 
who being a giant; lay down to create a bridge 
for his men. Matholwch's messenger managed 
to pacify Bendigeidfran by inviting him and his 
troops to a feast. 

Unbeknown to Bendigeidfran hundreds of 
Matholwch's men were hiding in flour sacks with
in the feasting hall, waiting for the order to attack. 
However, Efoisien sensing some wrongdoing 
squeezed each sack, killing the warrior within. 

During the feast Efnisien took hold of Gwern 
and threw him into the fire. A fierce battle ensued, 
in which the Irish had an endless supply of men 
due to the cauldron of re-birth. Seeing that Brit
ish defeat was imminent, Efnisen threw himself 
into the cauldron, destroyed it and died in the 
process. 

Only eight returned to Britain, including 
Branwen who died of a broken heart on the banks 
of the river Alaw. Bendigeidfran's head, still alive, 
was brought back and buried at the White Mount, 
London. It's not quite Disney, is it? 
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meganjones pays a tribute to photographer philip jones griffiths 

Recollections, the first British retrospective 
of the work of photographer Philip Jones 
Griffiths since his death in March 2008, is 

being held at the National Conservation Centre, 
Liverpool. This exhibition concentrates, not on 
Philip Jones Griffiths' most well-known work 
during the war in Vietnam, but rather on his 
earlier photographs taken in Britain during the 
1950s and 1960s. These might not be as easily 
recognisable as his images of war-torn Vietnam, 
but they still show his deep interest in people: 
their conflicts, injustices and suffering. This is 
not to say that the exhibition is melancholic or 
depressing. In fact, Philip Jones Griffiths' pho-. 
tographs display a well developed sense of hu
mour. 

Griffiths has a sharply attuned sensitivity to 
human expressions, glances and gestures. This 
is clear in his photograph of boys in the Rhondda 
Valley; the contrast of the clowning faces and the 
one diffident face, in their draping of arms about 
shoulders and the slight stiffness of their poses. 
This sensitivity is coupled with a finely tuned 
sense of photographic composition. The sense 
of composition is tied to social meaning; the 
spaces around a figure and between figures are 
signs of alienation and solidarity, while power 
relations are written into the spatial organisa
tion of the Welsh mining towns. In a wide-angle 
image taken in Dowlais of a man and his dogs, 
lines emerging from a telegraph pole, along with 
the line of houses, the shadows of the man and 

nf 

the animals, the clouds above his head and the 
tiny figures in the background are all perfectly 
placed. It seems as if the image had been careful
ly cut apart and readjusted on Photoshop rather 
than being the product of a photographer in the 
1950s. 

The sensitivity 
and composition of 
Philip Jones Griffiths' 
photographs might 
make them techni
cally superior, but 
his true talent 
lay in the emo
tional content 
of his work. 
While the sub
ject of Rec
ollections is 
gentler than 
his work in 
V i e t n a m ,  
he remains 
a steady 
and intel
ligent gaze 
directed at 
the soli
darities and 
conflicts of 
w o r k i n g -
class life, 

' 
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waynefan on the return of the gonzo artist 

the consequences of profiteering on the urban 
landscape and particularly in the implied fate of 
children abandoned to the joys and dangers of 
play amid old bomb sites and other ruins. This 
concern for injustice and suffering is present in 
'Miner with "black-lung" Rhondda Valley', in the 
miner's face and eyes, in the blurry figure of the 
woman who reaches out an arm to tend him. 

Even Philip Jones Griffiths' humour plays on 
deeper issues; the ice-cream van that blocks and 

defaces a beautiful valley landscape com
ments on an aesthetic and environmental 

disregard which has surrendered the 
urban and rural landscape of this coun

try to motorised pursuits and strewn 
it with rubbish. Humour is also 

found in photographs of North
ern Ireland in which ordinary 
domestic activities continue 
alongside soldiers taking 
cover behind garden shrubs. 

Without a doubt Philip 
Jones Griffiths fulfilled his 
wish: 'As one deacon used to 
say to me," Remember boyo, 
you have to leave the world a 
better place when you die."' 

Philip Jones Griffiths / Magnum Photos. Cour
tesy of the Philip Jones Griffiths Foundation. 

Los Angeles artist David Choe is a 
pop art sensation and a spectacle 
in the making. Choe started off 

as a mural and graffiti artist in LA, but 
has moved onto everything from pho
tography to acrylic to human blood. His 
art can be found from New York City 
galleries to Tokyo street corners and 
Jay-Z album covers. Choe has the type' 
of cult following where one minute you 
are completely unaware of his existence 
but, after you have been introduced, he 
seems to be everywhere. 

Growing up in working class Los 
Angeles, at his cote, Choe is simply a 
streetwise graffiti vandal. As he points 
out, "Graffiti is about destroying public 
property, changing your environment, 
and creating the environment you live 
in." However, his spirit for experimen
tation has led him down a path that 
transcends the fate of the typical street 
artist. His style is taw and dirty, but his 
penchant for detailed layering and unfil-
tered social commentary allowed Choe 
to rise to the summit of the fickle world 
of pop art. 

Choe has been compared to a num
ber of artists, but the most apt compari
son in terms of his approach to the arts 

is to gonzo writer Hunter S Thompson, 
author of Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas. 
The gonzo movement is characterised by 
subjectivity where the actions of the artist 
become an inseparable part of the artistic 
expression. Similar to Thompson, Choe is 
prolific in his output with some master-
works shuffled with an equal amount of 
sub par contributions. Their redemption 
comes from their willingness to exhibit 
their raw emotions and their uncanny 
ability to portray their lives through their 
art. 

Choe's gonzo approach is exempli
fied by a trip to Japan that ended with him 
spending four months in prison for as
saulting a security guard. During his stint 
in prison, Choe continued to make art by 
occasionally resorting to the use of soy 
sauce and urine. Like Thompson, Choe is 
separated from the pack not simply by his 
artistic output but by his approach to life: 
uncensored and in the moment. Com
menting on the potential fleeting nature 
of his pop art fame, Choe says "When 
people stop buying my paintings, quit 
wearing my T-shirts, I can still rob your 
flicking house." 

Disover more: www.davidchoe.com 
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m BROTHER FOOLS 
aanrongammalliere is loving the show 

TV » 

Christmas came and went; the anti-cli
matic and retrospectively pointless cele
brations of New Year have all but collect

ed dust in our minds; the drudgery of life carries 
on for another eleven and half months, save only 
for Bank Holidays, and of course, that Holiest of 
Grails - the summer. 

However, January isn't only the month 
where we fend off yesteryear's demons and try 
to start anew. For the past five years, the begin
ning of the year has pleased some and angered 
many as it marks the start of a new Big Brother 
experience. Rather than the dim-witted exhibi
tionists it attracts in its summer installation, its 
winter contemporary sees around ten or so 'ce
lebrities' embark upon one of life's most grueling 
and demanding of endeavors; to sit around and 
look like an idiot at the beck and call of a disem
bodied voice. As mind-numbing as it seems on 
paper, .Celebrity Big Brother always surpasses 
expectations, showing that flogging a dead horse 
often causes it to resurrect in Biblical style and 
show-jump its way into our stupid little 
hearts. 

For those of you too cool to 
watch a load of fame-starved, 
D-List, washed up celebri
ties - here's a run-down: 
A midget; a fat, gobby 
Scouse bird; another 
bird with rather 
large assets; 
gobby Mane; 
a gansta-
rappin' rude 
boi from da 
ghetto; and a 
blonde who's 
said to have 
spent more 
time on her back 
than on her feet, or 
so the tabloids say. One 
would be forgiven for thinking 
this was nothing more than the jolly 
and rather annoying scrap that plagues 
the West End every Saturday night. True to 
slea2y Big Brother form, however, this is the 
shortlist for this year's show. And boy, what a 
treat it's been. 

What makes the celebrity rendition of the 
franchise so damn appealing, even to the more 
stoic or loathsome of viewers, is the ridiculously 
cringe-inducing situations public figures allow 
themselves into. What's more, one misanthropic 
and generally sombre guy (yours truly) realises 
just how little he really knows of people when 
they are stripped down to nothing more than 
their character and paraded in front of you like 
a side-show oddity. Who would have thought 
Coolio, a ghetto-sympathising one-hit wonder 
known for stealing the melody to a lesser known 
Stevie Wonder song and making millions from 
it, would be so charming in his demeanor, and 
such a juvenile wdnd-up merchant? Who would 
have thought Ben, a once floppy-haired, pretty-
boy-band member, would be so witty, kind and 

grounded? The knowledge that fame, albeit lost, 
doesn't always spoil people and that there are 
people outside of your pathetic back-stabbing 
circle of friends that you actually like is comfort
ing to know. The selection of contestants for this 
year in particular is very refreshing, sampling 
the best, or at least available, of cool, funny peo
ple with the odd pantomime-like bitch to boot. 
With glamour model Lucy Finder the first to be 
given the boot, and with gobby Tina, has-been 
Michelle, annoying Ulrika and perpetually-
pre-menstrual Mutya all up for eviction, one 
constantly tries to predict the outcome, making 
stupid bets and wagers with their mates as to 
who will guess right. The utter ridiculousness of 
the show and the compulsion that one easily be
comes absorbed into it is its undeniable strength, 
along with the entertaining slaughtering that 
any unfortunate i evictee will 

''W, 
receive by the bestial crowd that awaits them. 
Think Orwell's Nineteen Eighty-Four mixed with 
Gladiator, and you'll have some idea as to what 
the Big Brother experience entails. 

Far, though, from merely commentating on 
the happenings in the House so far (if you really 
want to know what's going on, just watch it) this 
writer sees it as his duty, as a bored, working-
class, girlfriendless guy, to serve as the antithesis 
to the hatemongering that so many are guilty of 
towards this cult show. Not to name names, but 
I refer to the self-righteous driveling and shame
less self-affirmation of one Charlie Brooker, and 
all the lemming-like plebs that hang on his bel
ligerent and hollow words. Brooker, no stranger 
to Big Brother or, indeed, criticising it, saw an 
opportunity to fuse the two together in an effort 

to not only stoop to the lowest denomination of 
journalistic writing - insulting people's appear
ances - but to insult at every turn both the avid 
viewers of the show and the producers alike. 
Constantly, Brooker and his fans accuse the BB 
team of shoveling the dregs of society into their 
summer show, and filling the House to the raf
ters with third-rate tabloid bimbos in the Win
ter. What Mr Brooker doesn't seem to under
stand, despite his obvious regular viewing of the 
show, and possibly the odd naughty voyeuristic 
watching of E4's night-time coverage, is that Big 
Brother has lasted a decade or so due to the very 
fact that it thrives on making volunteering peo
ple look their most stupid. Envision a Big Broth
er House consisting of Sir Robert Winstone, 
Stephen Hawking, Alan Yentob, Charlie Brooker 
himself, Kirsty Young, and, I don't know, let's say 
Jeremy Paxman. Now ask yourself, would that be 
as entertaining as seeing Mini-Me from Austin 

Powers and Ulrika Johnson singing a duet 
of Lionel Richie and Diana Ross' clas

sic, 'My Endless Love'? No, of course 
not. Big Brother isn't television 

genius. It's never claimed to 
be. Far from it; it works on a 

formulaic premise, full of 
predictable twists and an 

often foreseeable win
ner from week two. It's 

this simplicity, how
ever, and snowflake 

episodes, no two 
ever quite being 
the same, that 
makes it so 
addictive and 

^^infuriatingly 
watchable. It's 
the only show 

on telly with carte 
blanche to put in any 

loser 'civilian', and any 
alcoholic, drug-battered 

celebrity', and so the constant 
scorns from beleaguered, middle-

aged lefty journalists, are nothing 
more than futile pushings of air, or in 

this case, pen. 
With a stupid kid like me, there are truly no 

airs and graces; I like my BBC 2 documentaries, 
and I like my celebrities making fools of them
selves. I'm comfortable with that. Arrogant and 
pompous writers and viewers who turn their 
noses up at any 'lower-class' form of program
ming are simply wastes of space that fill a void 
between accomplished authors and people 
whose opinions are worth as much as the Bic 
they write them with. I stress to any Big Brother 
virgin or hater reading this to take one hour out 
of your (probably) vacuous existence and give 
it a chance. Make your mind up for yourselves. 
Yes, it will never win a BAFTA, but if it makes you 
laugh, and, if only for a-sweet moment, removes 
you from the onslaughts life has to offer, can it 
really be that bad? 
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It may be a strange thing to say an Andrew 
Bird album feels "light". He is a whistling, 
violin-playing artist carrying the name of 

the most natural of aviators, what exactly were 
your expectations? 

But Bird's fifth studio album, 'Noble Beast', 
out this week on Fat Possum, is a much more 
quiet effort than we have been used to seeing in 
his releases. 

2005's "The Mysterious Production of Eggs' 
and 2007's knockout 'Armchair Apocrypha' 
both had a kick that is disappointingly miss
ing on the first listen. Noble Beast holds less 
of a novelty in its tracks. Certainly not lacking 
in its own intricacies, the album nevertheless 
feels a bit flat. Songs have a more lackadaisi
cal pace but each quality is still received with an 
evidently increased effort. What initially feels 
like a mute is actually a spotlight on the track's 

liyeBsil%7kaiser 
purity rather than its quantity. Each element of 
sound holds more strength than before. 

Two of the best tracks "Not a Robot, Not a 
Ghost" and "Anoanimal" have the intricacies 
that make them move faster than they actually 
are. With their layers of violin, guitars, and vo
cals, you're actually hearing at least five Birds 
at any given time in one way or another. Most 
conspicuously missing throughout the rest of 
the album, these are the classic musical folds 
you love to bury yourself into in Andrew Bird's 
music. 

The combination of the dim music and de
spondent lyrics make the album a particularly 
melancholy one. Noble Beast holds its power in 
this sense. In fact Bird has lost no kick, just di
recting that push away from a novelty of string 
plucks and rotating gramophones towards one 
where you are graciously silent afterwards. 

kaQrstaten has mariah in hef life, do you? 
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melody is like seeing someone for 
the first time...But then, as you get 

Lto know the person, that's the lyrics. 
Their story. Who they are underneath. It's the 
combination of the two that makes it magical." 
Drew Barrymore's immortal lines in a extreme
ly fromage infused film Music and Lyrics actually 
makes a good point. I must admit when dis
cussing what I was writing about, many people 
gave me some bemused looks and aside from 
3iis being a pretty standard response to me 
talking, as I continued tp tiy and explain myself, 
the more I realised I had made some ground
breaking work in the world of musical psychol-
Qgy-

So here we go; if music is the person and 
lyrics are the inner workings of their mind, then 
I think the easiest way to explain my amazing 
interpretation of Barrymore is to deal with the 
diversify of music in the world and how this fits 
perfectly with the plethora of different obscene 
Human-lings in the world, especially at this fine 
establishment. Listening to all those different 
artists on your personal walkman is just like 
knowing or interacting with different people. 

There are genres of people, if you will 
and this theory is possible to witness 
everywhere; take for example 
a regular day's goings on in 
the haven of the Three 
Tuns. You're leaning 
by the bar sipping 
nice cold bever
age which has 
been served by 
the delectable 
bar staff, you 
might 
be tapping 
your feet to 
the latest 
commer
cial shite 
on Sub 
TV.. But 
this isn't 
the kind 
of musi

cal world we are about to experience; it is more 
about all those random faces scattered over the 
cosy cavern, some more recognisable than oth
ers. 

Look around and 'listen' with your eyes and 
your little ears; there is Matt Bellamy sitting on 
a table edge frantically editing his much overdue 
essay on the politicd consequences of the US 
civil war, yet still having more than enough time 
to check on the footie. 

Chilling under pictures of Ghandi, Elvis and 
Martin Ludier King on the sofas there is Big
gie Smalls with Jay Z and Mobb Deep happily 
missing their lectures and classes but not hav
ing a care in the world, discussing and planning 
in detail how things will roll when they're in 
charge; certainly living £$€ the way its advised 
in the unofficial university guide. 

Then a James 'I am now used in cockney 
rhyming slang for a reason' Blunt rocks up and 
bores everyone to tears wdth his down-and-out 
attitude while gazing at the much lusted-after 
Mariah Carey smoking outside, being a diva 
and demanding V.I.P for her Econ B 

lecture which she will turn up late to and be on 
the phone throughout. Shameless. 

Barbara Streisand turns up in a whirlwind 
from the quad living her life like it's a real life 
musical, jazz hands and all the while Houghton 
Street's very own Johnny Cash is trudging along 
with that healthy sized Snakebite. 

But not to forget the budding Mozart-a-like 
who has completed the required work for the 
year by the first day of Lent 'Term and is slaugh
tering everyone on the pool table with time to 
have an in-depth discussion about the solutions 
to the munch bunch credit crunch. 

Just as people are introduced to us in life for 
the first time, with the musical equivalent be
ing Zane 'the twat' Lowe premiering The Kill
ers 'Human'; the guitar solo or the drum break 
might metaphorically grab you by the throat and 
thrust you into a world of musical enjoyment. 
Oryou can think 'I really don't know what all the 
hype was about'. But a second hearing of it can 
make you realise that actually, it's a bloody bril
liant song! 

All we really are is one big compilation CD: 
Now 09 'That's what I call a degree,' with some 

tracks having a play count of 339 while others 
have had a pity listening to of 1 (sexual 

connotations implied at reader's dis
cretion.) You've just got to decide 

which people you want on your 
playlist! 

Basically I believe with
out songs - the music and 

lyrics - your life 
cannot be complete 

to sound suf
ficiently soppy in 
accordance with 
the movie that 
inspired this 
piece; you can't 
do life without 
your mates. 
(Cue soppy 

i music and 
I Hugh Grant 
I and Barrymore 
I getting it on). 
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ashmakunde brings the awardrwlimmg film back home to his India 

All it took was a glimpse of the promos for 
me to make my mind up about Slumdog 
Millionaire. It's another story of "Slumbay 

Dreams". Another reel of the "real" India that 
the rest of the world eagerly laps up; the kind 
where Dharavi (Asia's largest slum) is more of a 
national emblem than the Taj Mahal. It's all the 
sordid stereotypes of an overpopulated, impov
erished country brought together in cinematic 
harmony; the outdated image of India revived to 
woo Western audiences and win international 
acclairii. Quite frankly I went to see the film, not 
for the sake of enjoying a good movie, but sim
ply to prove these preconceived notions of mine 
correct. 

And I was right on one level. But wrong on 
so many more. 

Director Danny Boyle really has produced a 
beauty - every minute worthy of a Golden Globe. 
He's made riches out of rags through this stun
ning cinematic interpretation of Vikas Swarup's 
book; Q&A. The film is a visual treat with vibrant 
backdrops, a spectacular soundtrack, and scene 
upon scene drenched in emotion. It tells the tale 
of 18 year-old Jamal Malik: the boy from the 
jhopadpattis{shxms), betrayed brother, heartbro
ken lover, call centre chai-wallah (tea boy), and 
almost-there-millionaire. There are undoubt
edly storyline cliches - a hero, his beautiful la
dylove, the ruthless villains and a predictable 
ending. Yet one fairytale finale was not "feel
good" compensation enough for the many^ 
other moments that broke my heart. 

This film is easily as much fact as it 
fiction: filth, celebrity adulation, cor-=^^ 
ruption, religious riots, television 
obsession, child prostitution and 
brutality, urbanisation - this is 
sheer reality. How can this not be 
taken seriously? The film unveils 
such intricate details of a hard life 
People really do suffer like this.Boyle's 
perspective on India, which would usu 
ally make me defensive, this time truly 
touched me. It made me feel so grateful 
for all I had, and so guilty for having endless 
complaints. It made me hide my face in shame 
for ignoring the fact that destitution remains as 
much a part of India's reality as it was twenty 
years ago. The corrugated tin roofs of slums 
still greet us as our international flights land at 
Chhatrapati Shivaji International Airport. Pov
erty may well be a stereotypical image, but it cer
tainly isn't an outdated one. 

It's the part of the story we like to omit when 
proudly boasting of shining India and her suc
cessful endeavours. It is the taint on our gleaming 
image, the blemishes on our pretty new face. It's 
not just nonchalance, it's frustration. 

Ever since I was little, I've always been 
told to roll my windows up at Bombay, 
traffic lights, before some urchin girl' 
with a baby resting on her hip thrust 

her dirty begging hands in front of our faces. 
"These kids are all part of organisations; they 
can't be trusted. They just want to rob you ofyour 
money," was the given explanation for this seem
ingly heartless attitude. "But they must be poor, 
they have no shoes!" I would reply. My juvenile 
interpretation of a person's income levels en
tailed looking at their footwear. And these young 
beggars walked barefoot. 

They must have their pressures, for no one 
would voluntarily choose to live such a life. Yet 
they don't sit there shedding tears over 'if-onlys'. 
The courage and pragmatism of the slum-dwell-
ers, especially the children, is faithfully reflected 
in the film. They live life by dealing with their 
reality. The struggles and challenges only make 
them stronger. There are those people who cre
ate an existence out of nothing, never losing their 
faith in fate. But for every Jamal who feels he can 
afford to stick to his morals, there are countless 
Salims who are willing to sell theirs for that extra 
disposable income. 

So who must we help, and how? If the Dhara
vi slum has become a business hub with an an
nual turnover of around $ibn, why do its inhabit
ants still spend their lifetimes in cramped living 
conditions? Why is every child not in a school? 
Do they really not want to trade their sense of 
belonging for a respectable job and constant ac
cess to clean water? Is it so hard to escape? Do 
they even want to? Whatever a person's ultimate 
decision about how to live life (even if it is in blue 
canvas shacks with no property rights), it should 
be because they had opportunities and the ability 
to make educated choices, and not because there 
was no other way. In Dharavi, there often is no 
other way. 

I still maintain that there are many more 
faces of India. Yet I can no longer deny that this 
is equally one of them. Evidently Slumdog Mil
lionaire gave rise to a plethora of questions in my 
mind. But with countless options and no life
lines, where do I find the right answers? 

- •-IjII 
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naziahussein calls for change 
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It is a fact that women and children are of
ten in danger in places where they should 
feel the safest: home, the workplace, aca

demic centres, shopping malls or entertain
ment venues - the danger of violence remains 
everywhere. It is impossible to generalise the 
conditions around the world when it comes to 
violence against women. However, I will at
tempt to portray the dreadful situation in some 
of the countries around the world. 

Gender based violence is carried out at 
many different levels - at the family, commu
nity and state levels - and in many different 
forms. For example, in the context of war, or 
political or military oppression of particular 
ethnic or national groups, or political move
ments, systematic rape of women by different 
agents has frequently been used as a tool of 
oppression and harassment. A clear example 
is during the liberation war of 1971 in Bangla
desh. 

Furthermore, some forms of gender based 
violence such as forced sterilisation may be 
perpetrated under the guise of development. 
Gender based violence at family and com
munity levels may be tacitly approved, or even 
activefy promoted through state laws and re
ligious institutions, as well as by prevailing 
patriarchal social norms. Even where statutes 
exist for criminalising particular forms of vio
lence against women, these may be largely 
weak and barely enforced. Much violence 
against women takes place in the domestic 
sphere, where customaty, personal or family 
laws often prevail, and state institutions are 
reluctant to intervene. 

Whilst the physical dimension of gender 
violence may be the most readily identifiable, 
psychological abuse, the deprivation of re
sources for physical and psychological needs, 
are also important dimensions of violence 
against women. Women's subjugation by men 
is pervasive in the political, civil, social, cultur
al, and economic spheres of many countries. 
In such societies, a woman who turns down a 
suitor or does not get along with her in-laws 
far too frequently becomes a victim of a violent 
form of revenge. One horrific practice is acid 
burning. Acid is thrown at the woman's face 
or on her body, which can blind her, or even 
cause fatal third-degree burns. Governments 
do little to prevent the sale of acid to the public 
or to punish those who use it. 

Similarly, the ongoing reality of dowty-
related violence is an example of what can 
happen when women are treated as property. 
Brides unable to pay the high 'price' to marry 
are punished by violence and often death at the 
hands of their in-laws or their own husbands. 
The legitimisation of male violence, especially 
beating, allows it to be seen as a deserved re
sponse to female disobedience to male, de
mands and control in many third world coun
tries like Bangladesh, India and Pakistan. 
Thus, women often feel shame and guilt in 
reporting such violence. Even where extreme 
instances of abuse such as acid burning are 

recognised as heinous, there is an ambiguity 
surrounding the question of how to deal witli 
such severe violence in South Asian society. 
Sometimes violence is held in repugnance and 
may provoke outrage, which in itself is prob
lematic. For example, a man who sprayed acid 
on and killed his new wife, on grounds of her 
inadequate dowty, was hacked to death by vil
lagers in northern Bangladesh. But the vastly 
practiced inequality of gender relationships 
often let violence against women get away un
noticed. 

In some societies, women are looked upon 
as representatives of the honour of the family. 
When women are suspected of extra-marital 
sexual relations, even if in the case of rape, 
they can be subjected to the cruellest forms of 
humiliation and violence, often by their own 
fathers or brothers. Women who are raped and 
are unable to provide explicit evidence, are 
sometimes accused of Zina -
the crime of unlawful sexual 
relations - the punishment 
for which is often death by 
pubhc stoning. Assuming an 
accused woman's guilt, male fam
ily members believe that they have 
no other means of undoing a per
ceived violation of'honour' other 
than to kill the woman. Such 
violence happens in countries 
where it is tradition and the norm, 
thus we hear little of such incidents, 
which continually makes it harder to 
challenge these cruel practices. 

Female genital mutilation is the 
removal of part or all of the exter
nal female genitalia. In its most 
severe form, a woman or girl has all of 
her external genitalia removed and then . 
stitched together, leaving a small open-
ing for intercourse and menstruation. It " 
is practiced in 28 African countries on the 
pretext of cultural tradition or hygiene. An 
estimated 135 million girls have undergone 
FGM with dire consequences ran^ng from 
infection (including HIV) to sterility, in addi 
tion to the devastating psychological effects. 
Though all the governments of the countries 
in which genital mutilation is practiced have 
legislation making it illegal, ^e complete 
lack of enforcement and prosecution of 
the perpetrators means genital mutilation 
continues to thrive. 

Perpetrators of violence against wom
en are rarely held accountable for their acts. 
Women who are victims of gender-related 
violence often have few alternatives be
cause many state agencies are themselves 
guilty of gender bias and discriminatory 
practices. Does this mean that such bru
tality against women will continue un
checked? I for one am not happy to just 
wait and see. 

In North Africa 6000 women 
are genitally mutilated ev
eryday; a women is raped ev
ery 6 minutes in the U.S; this 
year more than 13000 women 
will be sold into sexual slav
ery in China; 200 will be hor
ribly disfigured by acid in 
Bangladesh and 7,000 wom
en in India will be murdered 
by their families or in-laws in 
disputes of dowry. 

- Amnesty International 
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