
As South Africa campaign gathers momentum 

FIRST VICTORY 
£2,000,000 
fund for 'eighties 

A £2m fund is being launched to help 1,000 students during 
1980-90. 

The scheme will be administered by the School's Academic 
Board under the chairmanship of the Director through the Scholar­
ships and Prizes Committee. 

The 1980s Fund will be "unorthodox and flexible"—in other 
words it will aim at meeting the particular needs of individual 
students undergoing financial hardship. The fund will, therefore, 
not be restricted to certain categories of student. 

by our own correspondent 

The preliminary report em­
phasises the wide variations 
within the student body at the 
LSE. At present 47% of the 
LSE's students are doing Post­
graduate courses and research 
Work. 39% are overseas stu-' 
dents and 18% of the student 
body are mature students. 

Given the different require­
ments of these groups it would 
be absurd to calculate average 
sums for financial help. 

The following sums have -been 
suggested as a possible break­
down : 

15 awards @ £3,000. 
25 awards @ £2,000. 
25 awards @ £1,000. 
20 awards @ £500. 
10 awards @ £250. 

5 awards @ £100. 
However, certain sections of 

the student body are identified 
as being in particular need at 
this present time. Home post­
graduates have been especially 
hard hit with the recent fee in­

creases (from £70 in 1974-5 to 
£815 in 1978-9) Only 230 of 
them get Research Council sup­
port, some others have student­
ships from other sources, but 

• without further help they may 
be squeezed out by the new fee 
levels. 

Overseas students are obvi­
ously badly affected—many un­
able to come to LSE due to the 
fees increases, exchange con­
trols and administrative res­
trictions. 

The appeal has charitable 
status. Whereas many charities 
could not donate sums to the 
Library appeal owing, to their 
regulations (funds went to the 
building of the Library and 
therefore did not directly help 
students) the 1980's Fund will 
give direct aid and therefore 
such restrictions will not apply. 
Individuals, firms, groups of 
Friends of LSE abroad and as­
sorted tax-dodgers have been 
invited to contribute. 

There will be a meeting at which students can discuss 
their reactions to the Fund scheme at the General Secretary's 
©ffice (Si 17) at 12 noon on Thursday. 

LAST week the General Pur­
poses Committee voted by a 
narrow majority of 11-10 to re­
fer the issue of disinvestment to 
the Academic Board. The deci­
sion was reached after a vigor­
ous campaign by the Anti-
Apartheid group which led to 
a proposal by student represen­
tatives that the School should 
withdraw its investment in 
companies which have a sub­
stantial investment in South 
Afr ica ,  a t  a  Meet ing  o f  the  G P C  
in February 1978. 

In 1978 it was revealed that 
the LSE had an investment of 
some £252,000 which amounted 
to about a tenth of its total 
shareholding. It has been esti­
mated that such investment 
controls over 80% of South 
Africa's private sector. 

The student representatives 
conceded that. the School :s ac­
tion in disinvesting would not 
of itself be of great practical 
significance, but would never- j 
theless serve to assist the ef- ; 
forts of other countries i n . 
bringing the apartheid system 
to an end. 

The issue was passed to the 
A c a d e m i c  B o a r d ,  a n d  f r o m  
there to the Court of Govern­
ors after a decision by the 
Standing Committee. It was on 
6th July that the Court of Gov­
ernors voted to reject the pro­
posals by a, vote of 24-16. 

The School's argument against dis­
investment ran as follows: 

(a) The economic effect of disin­
vestment would probably be nil as the 
shareholding the School sold would be 
immediately bought up on the Stock 
Market 

Cb) If the argument for disinvest­
ment was to be based on moral 
grounds, why should the School con­
fine itself to acting in respect of 
companies with large interests ra-

Ralf splashes 
by Carol Saunders 

Professor Dahrendorf, Director of LSE, has 
personally donated £50 to the Rag Committee 
—the first contribution it has received. 

In response to a letter from Will Richardson, 
General Secretary, requesting support for LSE 
Students' Union's first charity fund-raising 
week since 1973, the Director replied by return 
of post with his personal contribution. 

The Director indicated that he was delighted 
that the Students' Union was once more con­
cerning itself in such fund-raising activities. 

In turn, the Rag Committee are overwhelmed 
by the Director's generosity and hope that his 
contribution will be the first of many. 

ther than all companies with South 
African interests? 

c) Should the School withdraw all 
its funds from government stocks 
and investment trusts which held 
shares in companies which in some 
ways had interests in South Africa. 
Thus to follow a fully consistent 
policy of disinvestment the School 
would be left "with a limited share 
portfolio. 

td) It was further noted that the 
School had in the past left decisions 
concerning the School's financial af­
fairs to bodies entrusted with the 
management of the School's funds. 

(e) The suggestion was also made 
that by picking out one offensive re­
gime while ignoring others the 
School might lay itself open to 
charges that it was swayed by one 
particular stream of political 
thought. 

Main argument 
• However the main argument against 

disinvestment centred around the 
case that this would set a dangerous 
precedent for basing the School's de­
cisions on political grounds It was 
made clear thiM.. the .School should 
disregard all factors other than the 

interests and objectives . i the 
School. 

The . Director, Ralf Dahre .r orf, 
pointed out the importance he- at­
tached to the way the School con­
ducted itself "in public terms." irres­
pective of whether it decided to dis-
invest or not. In bis view it Wfts es­
sential that the School should not 
take a public stand on a political 
issue such as disinvestment. It 'was 
resolved that the School should con­
fine its public statements to i.ri .rs 
relating to academic affairs an.: stu­
dent interests 

Petition 
With the beginning of this ; ?d-

emic year, the issue was raised 
again. The Standing Committer re­
ceived a petition from the stui.font 
body of some 1,400 signatures. Alter 
the matter had been passed thio. gh 
the School bodies once again iast 
week's decision was reached. The 
proposal will now be presented to the 
academic board for its consideration. 
From there it will move to the Stand­
ing Committee which it is hoped will 
refer to the Court of Governors, 
which is ultimately responsible lor 
taking tha- final decision o;: iiU- in­
vestment. 

Ideas for Rag Week are plunging into nascent organisat : n;. 
Just a ' recap ana report: 
We have abandoned the idea 

of advertising in the Rag Mag', 
since no-one can be bothered to 
find any advertisers. So the an­
ticipated and standardised for­
mat (at 18p cost price!) has 
been overtaken by an edition to 
be produced from our own re­
sources. All the more impetus 
for selling it at other colleges ! 

Sponsored walk forms ARE 
OUT! Find them at Florries, 
the Three Tuns, Union Shop, 
Union Office, Main building en­
trance, etc. 

The Revue has ftow been com­
piled and cast, but contributions 
in the way of more witty 
sketches will be welcome. We 
also need an enthusiastic needle-
mistress ! The noticeboards give 
details of meetings. 

Bruce, our 6ft beaver, is still 
only half full—stuffing of any. 

; description would be welcome 
in the Ents Room. 

To the events for Tuesday, 
13th March, have been added a 
mass dive from Westminster 
Bridge, a ''Street-Climb" (see 
"  M o n t y  P y t h o n  o n  h o w  t o  
tackle a horizontal street!) 

Bowing to the great institu­
tions of the British Law, the 
plans for bank raids have been 
discarded, so we propose to auc­
tion Centrepoint to the highest 

bidder (puns are the lowest 
form of wit!) 

Come and join us—we're hav­
ing fun ! 

Tim Barett 
Angela Benton 
c/o Undergraduate 
Pigeonholes. 
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Freud's secrets 
repeal bid faces 

difficult passage 
f ey  Peter Whitehead 

A R E  we on the ver.si of open government in Britain ? Or will the 
latest attempt to repea! the notorious section 2 of the Official 
Secrets Act result m more expense, bureaucracy, and secrecy ? 
These are questions which the House of Commons must face over 
the next few weeks as Clement Freud's Official Information Bill 
makes its way through -the Parliamentary machinery. 

The wit and eloquence' of Mi\ 
Freud's opening speech in Par-

. iiamer\t on Friday, IGth- Janu­
ary, reduced both friend and 

• foe to laughter as the ridiculous 
inomalies of section 2 re re em­
phasised : the provision which 
was originally meant to covet-
all forms of espionage now 
made the'skills of a part-time 
gardener at Hampton Court ah 
official secret. 

Supporters of the Bill, which 
aims to repeal s.2 and establish 
a general right ot access to offi­
cial documents for members of 
the public, claim that the sec­
tion has been thoroughly dis­
credited, and that it is beyond 
repair. Its catch-all -.attire has 
led to great misunderstanding 
and confusion on the part of 
Crown servants, journalists and 
editors. Those' favouring repeal 
demand that the public have a 
right to know what lies behind 
decisions taken or. their behalf, 

'and argue that public accounta­
bility will lead to better and 
More responsible government. 

The Bill's passage will not be 
trouble-free, however, as Mer-
lyn Rees, speaking for the Gov­
ernment. made clear. Despite a 
1974 manifesto promise to " re­
place the Official Secrets Act 
and ... to put the burden on 
public authorities to justify 
withholding information," Min­
isters are displaying an attitude 
of dubious concern. C'vei the 
last ten years, successive ad­
ministrations have encouraged 
Departments to increase the 
amount of material .made pub­

licly available but they would 
prefer to rely on "constant and 
vigilant scrutiny by Parlia­
ment'' and reform, rather than 
repeal, of s2. Their proposals 
for reform include a more res­
trictive definition of what is to 
be covered by the Act. 

Opponents of the Bill also 
claim that its operation would 
prove too costly, complex and 
time-consuming to administer, 
and that it could adversely af­
fect the doctrines of collective 
responsibility of Ministers and 
anonymity of the civil service. 

It must be accepted that there 
is a need for some secrecy, mat­
ters involving defence and in­
ternal security providing the 
most obvious examples. Every­
one also seems to be in favour 
of more openness in govern­
ment. and it is therefore the 
method, rather than the end, 
which is in dispute. 

The Government's policy of 
gradualism has proved inade­
quate and their proposals for 
clarification of the law could 
l e a d ,  i n  p r a c t i c e ,  t o  e v e n  
greater secrecy. 

On the other hand, the effects 
of the Bill can only be guessed 
at: the repeal of s.2 may cer­
tainly do much to remove the 
"general aura of secrecy" that 
surrounds administration in 
Britain, but this in itself will 
not create a well-informed pub­
lic. The realisation of this lat­
ter aim will require far more 
than mere legislation. 

•SS&t) 
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Consoc lashes Smith 
RESIDENT nursery exper t ,  
commit tee  hack  and  " l ibe ra l "  
Paul  Smith  d i scharged  a  cou .p fe  
of  barre l s  o f  the  Libera l  gun  a t  
the  Conservat ive  dog  in  t he  l a s t  
i s sue  o f  "Beaver" .  At  t he  r i sk  
of being hacks, and to save 
"Goebbe l s"  Smith  from a  -de fa ­
mation action (calling in NAFF 
and a l l  that ) ,  we  t hank  our  
s tudent  organ  for  the  ' oppor tun­
i ty  t o  pu t  the  record  s t r a igh t .  

No doubt the Liberals are 
worried about their member­
ship and are trying to encour­
age defections by some of our 
"lefties". The fact is that since' 
Christmas, Con-Sec membership 
has increased and is now much 
nearer to 100 than "50". Further. 

| we cannot claim substantial 
i debts to our previous chairman. 
: This distinction goes to the 

''Labour" Club. 
"Goebbels" Smith exhorts 

everyone to look at the right-
ward drift within our society. 
It is pleasing to say that we 
have a stimulating. division of 
opinion within Con-Soc. Unlike 
the "labour" Club this is not 
suicidal, back-stabbing faction-
ism nor is it the "follow mv 

leader or else" of the SWP. We 
do not pubicallv (sic) denounce 
our leaders tactics like the 
"labour" Club and are ALL 
committed to the return of a 
Conservative Government 

Julian Ingram has stated that 
some of the benefits of being 
compulsorily joined to a student 
union has not been realised by 
some of us. How perceptive! 
The failure of the Union at LSE 
makes some of us believe that 
giving everybody the choice of 
joining" or not would either 
make the Union work FOR 
students, or disappear. What 
better incentive to overhaul the 
Constitution that has been des­
cribed as "the worst ever seen 
in the student world" (Young 
Report). 

The state of LSE Union led 
to a deliberate boycott of the 
Executive by-election last term. 
As vindication of this, only 400 
out of 3.500 students voted. Of 
course, we have been accused of 
"Union wrecking". However, we 
do not think that' the Union 
should be allowed to souander 

money when it cannot attract 
150 students to pass its budget. 
Hence the "quorum" calls at 
various UGMs. 

Instrumental in the above 
was our ex - chairman, Gov­
ernor Shackleton. We were 
sorry to recieve his resignation 
which was for personal reasons 
— Peter Pan,. academic work 
and the strains of Governorship; 
Possibly he has caught the 
disease that befell Bruce Fell 
last year—sabbaticalitus. 

We welcome our new chair­
man. David Neil-Smith, elected 
by an electorate 50% up on Gov. 
Shackleton's and by a majority 
of two! No "rightie" steam­
roller here! 

We look forward to more 
moderate/right students joining: 
us. Also look out for the rest 
of our speaker programme (fol­
lowing the excellent William 
Rees-Mogg). 

Finally may we extend an 
invitation to Paul Smith to join 
Con-Soc. We will understand if 
he leaves this until he joins the 
real world. 

Richard Butleic 
David Neil-Smif'fr 

Nick White 
Steve GaHafflt 

Police pummel Iran protesters 
EDITOR, BEAVER 
LONDON SCHOOL OF ECONOMICS 
ST.  CLEMENTS BUILDING 
CLARE MARKET 
LONDON WC2A2AE 

CO jHOSj 
!By Miss Malvika Ri. Kumar 

' THIS article is based on the personal experience 
of an Iranian student from the LSE. It occurred 
in the fervour of the demonstration held by the 
Iranian students from London, on 25th January 
outside the Iranian Embassy. A group of 
approximately 50 students went past the police, 
into the Consulate, demanding, among other 
things, that Prime Minister Bakhtier be re­
moved and that the airport in Teheran be 
opened. 

To their surprise, the demonstrators were 
pursued by the police. A Consulate official in-

BRUSSELS 
The night view from the hotel 

of a city full of pleasant people 
one has nothing to do with, 

the man with the moustache 
who sells fat waffles, 

the woman on the next bed 
sleeping some kind of coat-covered 

dreams. 
© Ruth Pillsbury, 1978. 

formed the office re of the law that they bore no 
complaint against the students and that the 
Consulate would take responsibility for them. 
No heed was paid to this. On the contrary, 
without any provocation, the police launched 
an attack, severely injuring a number of people. 

Three of the demonstrators were dragged 
out to a van where they were subjected, to 
harsher treatment. The student from LSE was 
one of them. The Consular official was also 
beaten, when he attempted to aid the students. 
Awareness of the workings of the legal system 
prevented the students from defending them­
selves against incessant blows and they bore 
the pain of the clubbing mutely. 

The students who had been seized were 
taken in the van to police headquarters. Taunt­
ing remarks about their religion were con­
stantly lashed at them during the journey 
Exhausted, beaten and handcuffed, they faced 
the smugness of police questioners who asked, 
"Are you tired ?" 

In the Court the next day they were charged 
with "assaulting the Police." They are now 
released on bail and face trial in April. 

London School of economics 

A copy of this letter is being sent to the Editor of "The Times",. 
Dear Mr Rees-Mogg, , 
!l AM a third-year student at LSE, seeking a job in journalism. Whilst t 
was in the bath last night, it came to we (things often come to me in 
the bath, you see) that it would be quite a good wheeze ,if 1 became Editot-
of your august organ. 

il have had quite a bit of experience in journalism: I have works* 
on Beaver", newspaper of USE. Having studied Industrial Relations 
a year, I feel sure I would be able to solve the lockout dispute in a matte' 
of minutes — according to my socialist friends, all one needs to do is gi«» 
the chaps lots more money and promise never to sack them. 1 ant 
surprised that an intelligent man such as yourself has not already dis­
covered such a simple solution. 

Furthermore, I have lots of friends and acquaintances who would tw 
prepared to sacrifice their degrees and come and help. I would particu­
larly recommend Ms Carol Saunders (who has a lot of experience in 
writing objective front-page stories) and Mr Edward Walker (who couiit 
write in-depth feature articles on the lines of: "The Times: Syndicalist 
Rebuild"). 

Even if we were to find your printers unsuitable (many of them, 8 
am reliably informed, come from distinctly lower-class backgrounds), 1 aim 
sure that "Beaver" printers, Ripley Printers, of Ripley, Derby, could he^ 
bail us out. 

Hoping to hear from you soon. 
Vo-urs sincerely, 
JAMES GAUSSEN-
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Personal service at the Pizzaburger. 

WHEN 'The Times* dispute 
moves into its ninth week this 
Friday, speculation that the 
newspaper will never again 
reappear on the news stalls 
®f the world, will continue 
gather momentum. Students 
here at the LSE were presented 
with an opportunity to hear the 
views of one side involved in 
the dispute, that of the manage­
ment, when William Rees-Mogg 
ji.aid a visit to the School as a 
guest of the Conservative So-
dety recently. 

Addressing a crowded aud­
ience (thapks perhaps to adver­
tisements appealing for heck­
lers hurriedly distributed by the 
Left late that Monday morn­
ing), 'The Times" Editor eluci­
dated the developments that 
have lead to what he termed 
"the growing state of anarchy 
on Fleet Street," 

Whether concurring with 
Rees-Mogg's conclusions or not, 
those in attendance were enter­
tained as the Editor undaun­
tedly rebuffed comments made 
by hecklers during the speech 
and question period. When at 
one point the allegation was 
made that "The Times" was a 
political instrument (presu­
mably, this writer surmises, of 
the Conservative Party), Rees-
Mogg rejoined. "The Left too 
has newspapers that orches­
trate its views, and if the cir­
culation of the "Morning Star" 
and the "Socialist Worker" is 
rather limited, perhaps this may 
demonstrate the appeal that 
these views have in the coun­
try." At the conclusion of the 
talk, a left-winger was over-
hteard telling' a colleague of his, 
"You made a fool of yourself. 
You can't argue with him." One 
is- left to ponder whether this 
deduction was based on the 
merit of Rees-Mogg's argument 
or rather on the strength of his 
rhietorical expertise. 

BIG BEN ON STRIKE 

sad to dream that now Big 

heard no more upon the 
hour, 

Sor even sound its quarter 
chimes. 

Did thunder say a deft Amen' 
\bove the silent tacit tower, 
Di sigh to be without The Times? 

THE FAIR MINDED 

OBSERVER 

D let The Times now run again 
4nd Sunday Times go down the 

drain. 
D keep the week-day heart and 

brain. 
Sut on the sabbath pull the 

chain. 
© N. Racine-Jaques, 1979. 

Economic efficiency is at the 
core of the dispute. "The Times" 
management introduced pro­
posals several months i'go 
which aimed'at improving effi­
ciency by taking advantage of 
new technology > and curtailing 
the industrial disruptions which 
have plagued its Fleet Street 
operations. A deadline ora nego­
tiations was set, and when that 
deadline expired on 30: Novem­
ber 1978, the management shut 
operations down. Rees-Mogg 
believes that, the installation of 
such modern conveniences as 
computer type setters, com­
monly used outside of Great 
Britain, would benefit employee 
and employer alike. No longer 
would "The Times" be depen­
dant on the secondhand prin­
ting- graveyards of Canada for 
its presses. The Thompson or­
ganization which owns the 
newspaper has agreed to apply 
two-thirds of all additional pro­
fits generated by the increased 

productivity directly to pay in­
creases, the remainder for the 
first five years to be- spent on 
capital investment at "The 
Times". In return, the unions 
would have to guarantee against 
further industrial disruptions 
and consent to reductions in 
manning to be achieved through 
voluntary redundancies. "This," 
Concluded Rees-Mogg, "cannot 
be regarded as an unreasonable 
offer." 

Negotiations at "The Times" 
are further complicated by the 
large number of individual bar­
gaining units with which the 
management has to secure 
agreement. The interests of the 
7 unions and 54 bargaining units 
employed by '''The Times" often 
vitiate against one another. 
Such is the case with the Nat­
ional Graphics Association. This 
open-minded union welcomes 
the advent of modern technol­
ogy bat insist on having a mono­
poly in its operation. Under­
standably, this is totally unacT 

Shirley faces rentamob 
"I'M prepared to do whatever you say, but I'm 
damned if I'm going to shout above constant inter­
ruptions ... I haven't the voice for that!" So 
began the Fabian Society meeting with Shirley 
Williams on January 24th. Fortunately, the London 
Student Movement, who were responsible for the 
"interruptionswere shamed into silence after Mrs 
Williams asked for a vote to decide whether she 
should speak or merely answer questions. 

The main thrust of her speech was aimed at 
defending the Government's economic performance 
of the last four years which, she claimed, had done 
more for the lower paid than any previous admini­
stration. While finding it regrettable that public 
services had to be "chopped", the speaker emphasised 
the need to maintain international confindence in 
our economy. She recalled having been asked in Iran, 
some years ago, whether Britain could survive for 
another week. Her reply was now: "We're still here, 
and they're not," albeit in our "usual mildly shat­
tered condition". Furthermore, apart from weakening 
our position abroad, current industrial unrest would 
only do more to harm the general community than 
the "capitalist", because of our mixed economy and 
technologically interdependent society. 

Education was the major topic for discussion 
during a stormy questioning session. The London 
Student Movement denounced Mr| Williams as a 
racist and a fascist, and pressed -for a statement on 
the recent rent increases for overseas students. With 
hands on hips, the speaker defiantly argued that 
there had been no change in policy since 1968, and 
that the present controversy had arisen because her 
Department had issued an explanatory circular, after 
a court case had cast some doubt upon the matter. 
Tuition fees are now linked to inflation, but over­
seas students are expected to pay the full cost of 
their accommodation: she went on to point out that 
the number of overseas students has more than 
doubled in the last few years. 

Mrs Williams justified the closure of colleges of 
education as being good sense in view of the decline 
in the birth rate, although no mention was made 
of improving the teacher-pupil ratio. With reference 
to teacher unemployment, she claimed that many 
occupations would welcome an unemployment rate 
as low as that of the teaching profession, despite 
her admission that between nine and ten thousand 
qualified teachers are now without work. 

Peter Whitehead 

by 
Jim Slatten 

ceptable to the other three 
print unions, and the manage­
ment is caught in the middle. 
Perhaps there is some truth in 
Rees-Mogg's statement that "as 
soon as the unions enter into 
rational negotiations, agreement 
will be rapidly reached." Thus 
far, agreement has been reached 
with 20 of the 54 individual 
bargaining units, and the Editor 
of "The Times" remains con­
fident that agreement can be 
reached with the remaining 34. 

When in 1967 Rees-Mogg took 
over responsibility of a news­
paper beset with financial dif­
ficulties, his goal was "to make 
'The Times' safe for the 
future." The successful achieve­
ment of that goal now lies bey­
ond his grasp and in the hands 
of those he employs. If the wor­
kers refuse to work with mod­
ern printing apparatus, and at 
the higher wages that such effi­
ciency calls forth, it then 
appears unlikely that "The 
Times" will ever again return. 

Young 
Winston 

REMEMBER TONYPANDY 
SO this was it, what LSE is a El 
about . . . the scene — the New/ 
Theatre; in the blue corner, a 
rather wholesome-looking Win­
ston Churchill (11) MP with 
doting FCS entourage; in the 
red comer, assorted Protectors 
of the Faith (Marxist-Lenin-
ist) . . . 

After a more than usually 
banal introduction from the 
hapless chairperson, Winston 
got off to a great start, booming 
out of his corner and mention­
ing Rhodesia and secondary 
picketing in the same sentence: 
the Wednesday afternoon crowd 
smiled benignly and settled 
down expectantly to a good 
fight. Surprisingly the first 
twenty minutes were totally 
one-sided; apart from several 
subdued "ssss's and 'Tonypan-
dy's" the red corner laid back, 
and took a steady stream of 
right jabs—the autocracy of the 
unions, prototype soviets of the 
picket line, fall democracy, 
memories of the "few"—where 
was the left's counter-attack, 
the fabled rhetoric? Frenzied 
shouting from the back announ­
ced its arrival; phrases such as 
"Monday Club, NAFF-ite scum", 
"two classes, the rich and the 
poor", '-'imperialist ruling class" 
and so forth could be plucked 
from th ehysterical torrent of 
rather incoherent dogma that 
hit Mr Churchill like a damp 
sponge. Smiling and raising: his 
voice he continued his attack, 
shouting of Soviet aggression 
and oppression—he may lack 
the subtlety shown by Shirley 
Williams a week earlier, but 
what he lacks in poise he makes 
up for with volume and sheer 
irrelevance. 

Intermittent abuse continued 
till the end of his desperate 
tirade against Russia (exactly 
who was on the USSR's side 
nobody knew, but it was good 
boxing anyway) then the match 
closed with abuse punctuated 
with questions. The result was 
a foregone conclusion; the crowd 
dissolved leaving a group of 
proud student Tories milling 
around the victor, a disgrunt­
led bunch of socialists prepar­
ing abuse for the next speaker, 
and a feeling of depression at 
the thought of all the future 
"curriculum vitae" proudly pro­
claiming "I was active in stu­
dent politics". 

Ketfiw 

Bnnouncements 
A LECTURE on The Human Fac­
tor In Social Administration fey 
Professor J. H. Smith (Professor of 
Sociology and Social Administra­
tion, University of Southampton) 
at 5.00 pm, on Tuesday, 20fh 
February in the Board Room at 
LSE. 

• • • 
WANTED ! 
POSTAGE STAMPS ! 
WAR ON WANT seeks committed 
postage stamps to help in the fight 
against world poverty. They're 
trying to raise more money for 
their projects in developing coun­
tries. So bring your stamps aionig 
to the Beaver office (S116), and 
we'll send them on to War on 
Want. 



ALL 
GA USSEN 
GAITERS 

THE so-called "Young Plan" has 
caused much anger and contro­
versy in most sections of LSE 
Union. But the most vehement 
reaction is from the staff on "All 
Gaussen Gaiters", who are in­
furiated by what they regard as 
bureaucratic interference by 
Young who has compiled a sepa­
rate set of proposals in an adden­
dum on this column. 

Simply titled "All Gaussen 
Gaiters — The Way Ahead", the, 
report makes the following 
recommendations : 

"*• "All Gaussen Gaiters" to lose 
its autonomous status and to be 
re-integrated within the Beaver 
complex. 

* An elected committee to run 
this column, elected by the 
Ur.ion floor, and political con­
tent of "jokes" to be allocated 
in proportion to the strength of 
the respective political groups. 

* The post of "Sabbatical 
Satirist" to be set up. His/her 
function would be to collect, or­
ganise and co-ordinate all 
"amusement - related material" 
for the column. 

* All employees and subordi­
nates on "All Gaussen Gaiters" 
to be given the right to join a 
trj.de union, and all posts to be 
given a detailed job description. 

Mr Sam Arkwright, Chief 
Proprietor and Advisor of the 
column, described the proposals 
as "bluddy disgriceful." (It is a 
well-known fact that all the 
staff, on this column speak in a 
"Radio Four" stereotj'ped North­
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. basically the absence of any predetermined organisational structure 
of responsibility along the lines of Lanchester Polytechnic has invariably 
led to a staff-student conflict situation arising from what one might 
term a misconceived functional expectation scenario—now if one was to 
contrast against this situation of anarchy the clearly defined models of 
(shall we say?) Lanchester Polytechnic or the National Secretariat of 
the Communist Party of the Lithuanian SSR one immediately recognises 
the advantages of an ongoing relationship where everybody knows where 
he stands as embodied In the hierarchy structure of the Union Permanent 
Secretary I mean Lanchester Polytechnic should be an example to us 
all . . . 

ern accent). "And any road, 
lad, we're not 'avin no bluddy 
unions round 'ere, ah can tell 
yer. 'Tats beginning of t'com-
munism, ah sez". 

"Trubble at t'Beaver, ee ba 
gum ! My men won't stand for 
any tinkering wiv "Oil Gossen 
Gayters". We've worked on this 
column, me and t'lads, for 20 
years now, and everyt'ings just 
fine. Mister Gossen's always 
bin a grete laff and many's the 
time 'e's 'ad meand my missus 
round for a cupp o' tea". 

As for Young's allegation that 
this column had been receiving 
"donations from shady right-
wing organisations before its 
present incumbent took over", 
this was "bluddy rubbish" ac­
cording to Mr Bill Derby, the 
column's Area Works Manager 
and General Sub-Editor. "We 
keep our noses clean on this 
column. Any road, what's 
wrong with a bit o' spare cash?" 
Mr Derby promised that "all 
the lads would be off like a shot 
if any of this Y'oung nonsense 
came about." 

In other words, if the propo­
sals are implemented, this col­
umn could not continue in any­
thing like its present form. We 
have already been badly hit by 
the lorry-drivers' dispute, which 
has led to an acute shortage of 
"raw" verbiage. 

If Young gets his way the 
already low morale of the chaps 
would collapse totally, and with 
it one of LSE's most famous, 
revered, and long-running insti­
tutions which in the words of 
an LSE campaign leaflet,- "has 
earned a world-wide reputation 
for imaginative scholarship, re­
search and high teaching stan­
dards" and was "-one of the great 
originators of the proper study 
of economics (prop. K. Klapp-
holz), politics and the whole field 
of social sciencies". 

PGCHIEITICN 
EARLY CLOSING TO CONTINUE AT ROSEBERY 

PROMPTED by a recent return to normal licensing hours, some 
enterprising people at Rosebery decided to look into various ways 
of keeping the hall's residents lubricated, saving the bar's plumet-
ing turnover (down by almost 40%), and at the same time trying 
to keep the new Warden happy by staying within the bounds of 
the law. Legal advice provided the ideal solution—change the 
existing club licence to a residents' licence, thereby allowing the 
bar to open outside normal, permitted hours, to residents only. 

After much hot air, the war­
dens of the three halls met the 
School's solicitor who con­
firmed these findings—perhaps 
it would be possible to achieve 
once again some kind of civil­
ity with regard to hall bars' 
opening hours and hence may­
be even stir up, a little popular­
ity for the wardens ! 

Alas, life isn't quite this 
simple at LSE. Apparently, at 
the beginning of the academic 
year, a letter was circulated by 
the School to the wardens re­

commending, ultimately, the 
transfer of bar management 
f r o m  s t u d e n t  h a n d s  t o  t h e  
power grabbing School au­
thorities, and it soon became 
clear that the School, reluctant 
to entertain any proposal which 
involved longer bar opening 
hours, would consider the new 
type of licence only in return 
for total control of the hall 
bars. 

This proposal is, of course, to­
tally unacceptable as, no doubt, 
once the School had taken over 

the bars and brought in their 
own staff they would claim 
that the bars could only stay 
open until 11 anyway, because 
of difficulties in obtaining staff. 

Let it be said, though, the 
School were in favour of the 
licence in some respects — it 
would have effectively stopped 
discos and also given the war­
dens (and therefore the School) 
complete autonomy since they, 
and not the respective bar com­
mittees, would be the licensees 
but even so it was not enough 
to impress them. 

So, folks, it looks as if it's 
back to the off-sales, parties in 
rooms, battles with the sleep­
ing neighbours, syndrome with 
renewed fervour ! Once again 
let's hear it for the School au­
thorities. 

Janet Ransom 

NIL DESPERANDUM 
AFTER having struggled through my first term and 
four weeks at LSE, I thought that it might be time 
for reflection on the past and future (if one can 
reflect on the future). ''Not another pompous first-
year," you might say. Well yes, 

Having been so inspired as to fail to meet the 
last extended deadline for Beaver, something has 
eventually come up. (It looks like breakfast). So 
what has the LSE done for me? 

As yet. I have totally failed to move mountains 
or even molehills and so have become slightly dis­
illusioned with the course. But it's still early days. 

Despite rumours, the LSE has not turned my hair 
red (much to the relief of my mother) and my eye­
sight is still 10:10. Although I have noticed some 
changes in my overall well-being, this is not entirely 
unconnected with the new library. 

Although there has been malicious criticism of 
this monolith, I find it a grand place. That is except 
the nine times out of ten when you can't find the 
book you urgently need. This along with the 
10-minute queues to deposit your valuables develops 
a strong head for patience and understanding, an 
attribute I had very little of previously. The exercise 
obtained in meandering around the building hope­
lessly trying to find appropriate books is another 
facility not previously enjoyed. Of interest was an 
acquaintance's account of a confused person near 
the Haldane Room wanting to know which prankster 
had removed the Library. 

I have also broadened my mind by attending the 
regular minority meetings held by the union and 
would continue to do so, if not for the new earlier 
schedule. As yet I have not caught any anti-social 
disease from this practice. Will's not a bad lecturer 
but I wouldn't buy a secondhand car from Julian. 
(For extended view see Beaver issue 175). 

Living at Passfield has given me a new set of 
values, much lower than before, and made me realise 
how many desperate people there are. Why has my 
room no "surrealistic sculptures", although this 
situation is being rectified, by the sound of things? 

Looking to the future, one can see the Rag Week 
There are lots of biffo (yes, I still read the Beano) 
ideas. 

But who would sweep up the droppings from a 
6ft beaver? And I'm not so sure that anybody would 
realTy miss the Director? Anyway, come along and 
have fun before the mass outbreak of examinations. 
Symptoms of this disease are easily recognised with 
over-work and a bad attack of revision being 
prominent. 

Just to conclude these rantings, a member of a 
certain bank in Kingsway did not know where the 
LSE is. What is the world coming to? 

Steve Mogano 

Porter rejects 
Banerjee allegations 
HAVING read the last issue of Beaver, I feel I must 
defend my fellow porters aginst the pointing finger 
of Sreela Banerjee, who says, "people stand around 
waiting for service in the New library," as "there 
are not enough members of that gallant and diligent 
contingent of porters who hang up our coats and 
hand them back again. 

"The authorities in their wisdom have provided 
porters who sit in their boxes on the ground floors 

-of various buildings, conspicuous by their inactivity 
Yet their fellow workers run quite a few miles a day 
in an effort to unsuccessfully bring our coats/bags 
to us quickly." 

Sreela Banerjee also says that some people waste 
as much as 40 minutes to enter and leave the 
building. 

I would like to point out that this person should 
get her facts straight. • The porters in the Old 
Building have nothing to do with the way the library 
porters work but it goes to show the good service 
the porters of the Old Building Cloakroom give to 
people who never have to wait, as she says, for 40 
minutes. Remember we have to service all the School 
and know what it is like to be run off our feet and 
feel quite whacked at the end of the day. 

Mr Stan Quick 
LSE porter for seven years 

'GOD'S IN HIS HEAVEN' 
-AND RAINBOWS STILL 

BOSS THE SKY 
BOSS with agents could espy 
Such a problem in the sky 
Watching Rainbows plainly flow 
With a multicoloured glow. 
BOSS then thought that it should ban 
Such a highly coloured span 
—But the Rainbow running free 
Won the day in apogee. 
Scientists were called to show 
How to make the colours go, 
But the Rainbow still was spared 
With its beauty unimpaired. 
Then it seemed that even BOSS 
Ran apartheid at a loss 
—For the Rainbow could escape 
From the border to the Cape. 
30SS with heavy guns ablaze 
Shot the Rainbow in the haze, 
But the colours reappeared 
When the smoke of hate had cleared. 
BOSS had tried to end the sight 
Of the blend of tinted light 
—But the splendid colours show 
Rainbows shall forever glow. 

© N. Racine-Jaques, 1979. 

Author's footnote: The initials BOSS 
mean the Bureau of State Security. 
Quite recently BOSS has changed its 
name to DONS (Department of National 
Security). However most South Africans 
still continue to use the term BOSS to 
describe the euphemistic misnomer 
DONS. The situation could be summed 
up in three words: "Plus ga change . . ." 
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HOUSING VICTORY 

CHRIS 
DeBURCH 

MADCAP in association with MISMANAGEMENT 

IN CONCERT 
with guest CATHERINE HOWE 

DOMINION THEATRE 
(Tottenham Court Road,W1) 

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 23rd at 7.00pm 
Tickets from €2.00 available from box office (580 9562) 

and usual agents. 

tions, including the suggestion 
by a representative of the 
School of a Head Tenancy 
Scheme, which was rejected, 
mainly because of the problems 
caused by similar schemes in 
other areas. The question of the 
priority given to first years was 
raised, though there was dis­
agreement as to whether or not 
this should be increased. 

The School feels that it should 
not establish its own accommo­
dation office, originally sug­
gested by students, but has 
granted £250 to the Students' 
Union,^ to employ more staff 
during the crucial month of Sep­
tember and .advertise more 
widely in local newspapers. 

All prospective students who 
have been offered a place by the 
School will now be sent copies 
of an attractively produced new-
booklet, "Guide to Accommoda­
tion in London", setting out the 
problems new students will face, I 

. and possible means of over­
coming' them. This will help to 
fill the present large gap in in­
formation available. 

The School will also be put­
ting pressure on the University 
to improve its Accommodation 
Office, which is at present totally 
inadequate. The group agreed 
that the Accommodation Ser­
vice should be up-graded to at j 
least the level of the Careers 
Advisory Service, with a branch 
office serving the LSE and 
King's College. 

These recommendations will 
be comsidered by the GPC at 
its next meeting on February 
28th, and whatever the result 
of their discussions, the Stu­
dent Housing group" will con­
tinue its work. 

Sarah Lewthwaite 

WORTHLESS? 
WHAT happens if you get a 
notice to quit ? Are you a 
tenant? Are you being haras­
sed ? Are you protected ? Do 
you care ? 

With the increasing amount 
of legislation these days relat­
ing to housing" many people do 
not know where they stand with 
regard to the flat or bedsitter 
in which they live and such -
questions as these are impos­
sible for them to answer. As it 
can be difficult or even impos­
sible to get anywhere to live at 
all, many people are only too 
willing to take whatever they 
can' get, often after days on end 
marching round London with 
their screwed-up copy of the 
"Evening Standard" or going 
from agency to agency in vain. 
But is that flat all you think it 
is after you've finally got it ? 
What rights have you or the 
landlord got against each other? 

Many people don't really care 
what their legal position is because 
they're only concerned with some­
where to live, many people don't 
know what their legal rights are. 
The point most people don't seem 
to realise is that if you pay rent 
and generally behave like a good 
tenant your landlord has no right 
to evict you . . . that is if you are 
a tenant; the question is, "Are you 
a tenant?" for if you are not you 
will not have the protection that 

the law provides. This may sound 
stupid as most people assume that 
because they have a flat they are 
automatically tenants but unfor­
tunately this is not the. case. 

The laws over the past few years 
have made an important distinction 
between "tenants" and "licensees"— 
the former having protection whilst 
the latter have none. So the 
most important question you have 
to answer is what is your status, 
tenant or licensee. Since the re­
cent laws have increased protection 
for "tenants" via increased secur­
ity and Rent controls . . . landlords 
are anxious to retain effective con­
trol over their property which they 
let and so some are drawing up 
rental agreements to "get round" 
the Rent Acts and so put the ten­
ant in a position of having no sta-
tury protection i.e. in legal terms 
he is only a "licensee" and not a 
tenant. Have you looked at your 
rental agreement and do you know 
what all the terms imply? . 

In order to try and establish how 
widespread, this problem is, I am 
doing a survey of LSE students' ex­
periences in this field. If you have 
a rental agreement I would foe 
grateful to have a look at it. photo 
copy it and return it to you, or 
indeed if you have any othcj:- ex­
perience in the field ol' landlord/ 
tenant relationship I would be 
grateful to hear from you. 

(Could you please bring - any 
tenancy agreement to room 204 to 
Jane Higinbotham — careful about 
the name she's very sensitive — s» 
that they can be copied and re­
turned to you.) • 

Thanks. 
Roger Levitt 

UNION 
SKETCH 
THE achievement of the previous 
two weeks was obviously too good 
to last, as the initial success of the 
executive's "diabolical little plan" 
degenerated into failure last Thurs­
day at yet another inquorate 
meeting. Yet again the LSE SU 
proved that union meetings never 
die. they .-ust fade away Contrast 
the sad scene with the- previous 
week's exciting fun-packed occa­
sion. 

In art all-action performance the 
Senior Treasurer's speech in favour 
of an obscure motion on some all-
day voting system was promptly 
challenged by a refreshingly timid 
SWP speech against, and then . . , 
What the meeting had been wait­
ing for. an almost razor sharp ex­
change o: debate. Cuddly left win­

ger Graham Wildridge spoke 
in favour, and "in fact" made 
some very "factual" remarks 
and "in actual fact" was replied to 
by Ed Jacob (they must have re­
cently joined the debating society). 
He thought "the hacks were scared 
of democracy". The Union amazed 
by this sudden burst of correct pro­
cedure passed the motion over­
whelmingly. 

Other highlights included CLARI­
FICATION. for the floor on what 
"all these initials" (masquerading 
as committees1 actually meant. 
There was also a heady moment 
for lovers of dignity and decorum, 
when an unassuming first year re­
quested whether the chair (Nicho­
las Farey) would refrain from in­
dulging in his distasteful exhibition­
ism for the rest of the meeting. 
This was greeted with approval as 
the floor was already tired of his 
drum majorette impression with a 
billiard cue and his blatantly parti­
san remarks from a supposedly im­
partial chair. 

"Evil" 

L I E E R A L  AV.0,M,. 
AT the Liberal Society AGM on January 29th, Finance Committee 
member Paul Smith was re-elected Chairperson. Jutien Shepley, a first 
year 8S« <£con) student became group Secretary, with second year Ian 
Woodcock taking on the post of Treasurer. 

Ne*. Vice-Chairpeople are Antony Towey, a first year from Inter­
national Hall, who will be dealing with external relations, and Sarah 
Lewthwaiite, Students' Union member of the General Purposes Committee, 
responsible for internal LSE matters. 

Former Liberal hack Andrew Goodchild is re-elected as President 
with the ex-Labour Club Secretary Ed Jacob becoming a Liberal Officer for 
the first time with his elevation to the position of Vice-President. 

Liberal Society meetings take place on Tuesdays at 1 pm in Room 
44. New members are aiways welcome. 

Masochism 
T H E  P a c i f i c  A m e r i c a n  I n s t i t u t e  i s  l o o k i n g  
for students to be responsible for the welfare 
of a group of 40-50 American High School 
students during their 6-7 day stay in London. 

The mere thought of a bus load of Ameri­
can kids is enough to scare most people — 
50% of last year's applicants disappeared 
after seeing the film that sold the idea to 
the kids in the first place. However, the 
reality is not as horrendous as might be 
first thought. Though armed with a massive 
tome which lays down the correct procedure 
for every emergency, all that is really re­
quired is the ability to keep one step ahead 
of kids who are. in turn, way ahead of their 
teachers. 

The routine is really quite simple. You 
meet them at the airport, harbour and bus 
them to London, giving them a talk on the 
way. Accommodation is at Halls of Resi­
dence and meals are provided for by 
luncheon vouchers All excursions are pre-
booked and all that's left for you to do is to 
sit back and enjoy the trip to Stratford/ 
Edinburgh/Windsor etc. The only essential 
items are an "A-Z" and a "What's On", 
with which you can disarm even the most 
loaded question. 

Pay is £9 a day for your first trip with 
all meals, expenses and accommodation 
thrown in — 14 days work last summer 
earned enough for a month's stay in Spain. 

Further information can be got by tele­
phoning 240-1512 or calling at 229a Shaftes­
bury Avenue (opposite the Shaftesbury 
Theatre). 

L.S.E. TAKES 
ACTION 

FOLLOWING the student hous­
ing crisis at the beginning of 
last term, the Students' Union 
has persuaded the School to take 
action on'this vital issue. Among 
the main recommendations of a 
ireport from the Student Accom­
modation Working Party, com­
prised of six representatives 
from the School and five stu­
dents, are a £250 grant for the 
Students' Union Welfare Office, 
and a new Guide to Accommo­
dation in London, which will be 
rirculated to all prospective stu­
dents. 

Student representatives on the 

Working Party are delighted 
with the rapid progress. Execu­
tive member David Darton 
summed up their feelings when 
he said: "We have made great 
advances and are looking for­
ward to further co-operation 
with the School in tackling this 
urgent problem." 

The group was set up after 
the Students' Union submitted 
papers to the General Purposes 
Committee, pointing out the 
seriousness of the problem, and 
the inadequacy of previous 
action by the School. It con­
sidered various possible solu­

Typical luxury student accommodation 
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PROGRESS REPORT 
NATIONAL FRONT-WHERE ABE THEY NOW? A REPORT FROM THEIR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

BEAVER, in its increasing efforts to bring you the news behind the 
mews, sent one of its top reporters (the one with the shortest straw) into 
the National Front's AGM, Saturday, the 20th of January. Held in quite 
a magnificent Hall in Seymour Place, Just North of Marble Arch, it was 

THEY'RE WINNING 

the first NF AGM held without an anti-fascist picket—yet am,©their first 
for that wonderful body the Anti-Nazi League. 

My findings on the National Front were totally conflicting, so for the 
sake of clarity I have divided them into two separate articles. This 
you can pick the one that follows your party line. 

THEY'RE LOSING 
ifl an analysis of the National Front one 

its primary concerns must be the NF 

leadership. There is a tendency on the left 
to see the Directorate as a bunch of psycho­

pathic morons. This I feel is dangerous. 

Most important of the leaders is obviously 
JoHin Tyndall. To the AGM he is the head­
master. His (rather boring) speeches carry 
a. wealth of statistics and admonitions. The 
audience is treated (quite justifiably) with a 
kind of patronising contempt — as if it was 

•a bunch of recalcitrant children. However 
there is no denying his superb grip of the 
jsarty. He is reasonably popular, but more 
important than this he presents himself 
(and is seen) as the Statesman of the party. 
Mis statements appear to come straight from 
a party political broadcast. 

The rest of the Executive comprised of 
. intelligent, reasonably competent non­
entities. However there appeared to me to 
be two weak links. Andrew Fontaine and 
Martin Webster. Fontaine is a looney 
(there's no other word). He seems deliber­
ately to cultivate the mannerisms of Hitler, 
Hut unfortunately he's not so good on the 
podium. His interminable speech was the 
low-point of the conference, and was re­

ceived with a. distinct lack of enthusiasm. 
Incidentally did you know that it was Win­
ston Churchill who was responsible for the 
selling of this once-proud country to world 
Jewry — so did I. 

1 was wrong about Webster. He may look 
stupid but he has his uses. When he 
addressed the meeting it seemed to come 
alive. If Tyndall is the NF's headmaster, 
then Webster is its headboy. He bullied, 
jeered and attacked the audience and they 
loved it. He has a talent for tub-thumping 

' oratory Which the masses (and union meet­
ings) love and it was he who started all the 
Tribal Chants. Mind you he seems to lack 

: a certain political acumen. Three times he 
spoke against Tyndall on motions, and each 
time he lost 

It's unfortunate, but the Directorate seem 
to have a very intelligent attitude to - the 
progress of their party. They do not see 
it in terms of "great leaps forward'' but 
rather of gradual progress. They warned 
their members at the meeting about over-
optimistic expectations for this election. The 

.progress they see is long-term. If the NF 
get 0.5% of the poll in England next elec­
tion, you may think they're smashed, but 
trhey won't. 

The'National Front is based on leafleting. 
' Half a dozen branch activists go out once a 

week and get rid of a couple of thousand 
leaflets , This gets the recruits, which to a 
young party are far more fundamental than 
electoral returns. 

• Doubtless you .have all. seen examples of 
the leaflets, because they've used the same 
selection over the past 10-15 years. How­
ever, this year they; qre producing a totally 
different selection of leaflets. They are 
Wetter printed, more topical and more ex­
pensive. ' All in all there are fourteen dif­
ferent types. The most' expensive one .is. 
specifically aimed at combating the Anti-

, Nazi League. It costs .£6 a, thousand (the 
'old leaflets cost,about £1 a thousaiid)' and &S" 
Webster said? it'evlii 'Was 'Tyndall' smifing 
ton it. All leaflets are bought' from the HQ 
by the groups and branches. 

Last year the National Front managed to 
distribute three million leaflets. This year 
the Directorate promised that over six mil­
lion leaflets will be distributed. The leaflets -
have been printed, so as soon as Callaghan 
has announced the date the deluge begins. 

The National Front had been under 
threat of eviction from Teddington for some 
time. The acquisition of Excalibur House in 
Great Eastern Street represents a consider­
able triumph. Incidentally, I thought Ex­
calibur got thrown into a lake in the end. 
The move to Excalibur House can to some 
extent •-explain the drop in membership. 

Although still in the process of develop­
ment Excalibur House is now a thriving 
Headquarters. Anyone who has seen the 
offices, with their expensive equipment and 
thousand pound safe, cannot fail to be 
worried. Although not capable of accom­
modating meetings of more than forty, the 
house does represent a considerable asset. 

It is often suggested in Ultra-Left circles 
that the National Front is an anti-working 
class party and therefore unlikely to 
achieve mass support. In this context it is 
interesting to look at the two most passion­
ate debates at the AGM. Firstly the one 
on abortion was marked by a high number 
of women speaking (mostly against abortion 
on demand) and the closeness of the vote 
(abortion on demand was finally rejected). 
The policy is a vote-catcher, but it is in­
teresting to note that NF voters were less 
reactionary than the mass pf normal people. 

This debate produced what I considered 
to be the speech of the day 'I am a Christ­
ian, therefore I am against abortion.' I am 
a racist and it is only the whites who are 
aborting; so on two counts I am opposed 
to abortion. Incidentally one woman in this 
debate (in reference to back-street abortions) 
shouted out 'no return to the '30's!' 1 think 
she is now a marked woman. 

The debate on the closed shop was even 
more interesting. Logically I expected the 
party to be rabidly anti-closed shop. But 
no less than three shop stewards spoke for 
it, claiming that it was necessary and .to 
attack the closed shop was to attack the 
"working classes. The Directorate had to 
speak to ensure that, the vote was anti-closed 
shop. The solid mass of NF membership is 
working class and I. think, it is an illusion 
to claim that. it1 represents 'non-proletarian 
elements.' 'False Consciousness Riiies , 

PERHAPS the most important indica­
tor of the state of the National Front is 
their rate of recruitment. This, I'm 
happy to report has declined by a third 
over the last six months of 1978. The 
NF has a high turnover of membership 
and there is no doubt this decline re­
presents a significant reversal. 

Another advantage is the member­
ship's total demoralisation. It is lovely 
to report the sheer apathy and hapless-
ness of that motley crew. This is in part 
due to what is considered to be poor 
election results. Personally, however, 
it seems as if this has been more the 
result of unduly optimistic expectation 
rather than the bad results in them­
selves. 

It is not just the election results 
which have led to demoralisation, but 
also the harassment of its organisation. 
Most branches find it really difficult to 
hold regular meetings. Picketing of 
meetings at a local, as well as a national 
level, has a tremendous effect. As one 
of my erstwhile comrades commented 
despondently, as we were sent to the 
third relocation point, "imagine this 
happening in our own country." 

mixed feelings I must confess to 
about the Anti-Nazi League, but the 

' anger with which it is regarded b'y the 
average NF member has convinced me 
of its usefulness (in some respects). It 
is not just the pickets, but also the 
glossiness of thir leaflets — and the 
number of them. 

Then there is the attitude of the 
media. Again the low-key approach of 
the media could only be appreciated by 
actually attending the AGM. As one 
NF member commented, "it's true we're 

CONCLUSION 

a household name—but it's a pity we're 
a nasty one." This can be seen in the 
way the number of replies to their leaf­
lets (the mainstay of the National 
Front) is declining. 

Lastly and by no means least; there 
is the attitude of the police. I hate to 
destroy one of the cherished illusions 
of the Left, but, having experience of 
both sides, the police are far harder on 
NF members than on anti-fascists. As 
an NF member I have been kicked by 
the police and while I know they kick 
anti-fascists it is just one indicator of 
several levels of harassment. 

I find the attitude of the police diffi­
cult to understand. The NF have assidu­
ously cultivated relations with them, 
and their ideology (e.g., emphasis on 
law and order) is somewhat similar, in­
deed some people are members of both 
bodies. 

Post-Lewisham represented a period 
of great expansion for the NF, and the 
Directorate were asked if more provo­
cative marches could be arranged. How­
ever, in reply, Tyndall was strangely 
cagey. In part this reflects their res­
ponse to 'ANAL' (who they see as dis­
ciplining the anti-rascists) but I think 
it also reflects their thinking on the 
attitude of the police. Lewi sham would 
have been a different story had hot the 
police assiduously protected their 
march. There is the feeling m the NF 
that the police would not so much "with­
draw protection as lead them into the 
Red Rentamob. A trifle, exaggerated, 
perhaps, but one never knows. 

To conclude this section, the three 
main foci of NF activity (marches, leaf­
leting and meetings) are all either be­
ing successfully countered or running 
into serious difficulties. If this were the 
whole story the National Front would 
be dead within a year: :i 

Connected with this there is' the question 
of finance or what was termed the "money 
from South Africa? syndrome ". Financially 
the NF is in a very poor condition. HQ is 
financed by membership subscriptions ' (£4 
for full membership) and there is a tendency 
for members to forget to, p.ay. You only 
get branch .committee status if you are. 
one of that rare breed of f,ully paid-up mem­
bers. Local branches are financed by paper 
sales, collections, and ipihca; fundrai^ing 
activities (like muggings), 

TODAY there are over 180 groups and 
branches of the National Front and although 
the picture is a mixed one- I feel that there 
are dangerous prospects of long-term expan­
sion. Certainly there were almost nine 

yourselves) projected by the jsolice even if 
they were granted honorary wscffeiag class 
status. 

The solution lies in' harfesffiehf' at all 
hundred people at the conference (at one . ,levels-. Part of this har&s^set* should be 

v—" 'iJ.ru- infiltration. For eatery iiifiltf&t&r; discovered 
\vvoor»r\v»v-Kv\Vv ,•> 'i i 

point) and We left (well, most" of. us) with 
a mood of renewed confidence,, and faith. there is, a coiiesponding dearie oi disgust 

and suspicion sowed, their only solution 
would be to select people 02 tow'1Q and 
even then the SWP could mSiltraie, In­
formation and harassrfient ' of the local 
branch can destroy it, besides which Inffltra-

There are 318 English Constituencies .and 
even though candidate selection is more 
careful than normal, they, aim to "have 300 
candidates.— I would estimate ,260 as more 
realistic. Electioneering is "more professional 
now and I doubt if we shall see a repeat of 
the episode. where the candidate listed her 
political affiliation a'g "housewife"." 

In connection with this there is'the ques­
tion of violence. Today the NF is a rela­
tively confident and disciplined party. How^ 
ever, th^re. is Qo getting a\«ay from the 
underlying violent strain. At. .the moment to1"13 (being more dedicated* find intelligent 
this .is controlled : and anyone who calls for than the average member r" eas% assume 
physical attacks on the Reds is'suspected of Positions of responsibility i»rt this is a 
being an infiltrator. ,. general fault with liierarchieai .strjre'tures. 

However weie the party to become There is a tendency to assure that ^ere 
stronger or suffer 'serious -reversals' theft' ' are huge repercussions fbr ;4&ckjVefy: But 
there would be violent confrontations. It is the! averageNF member kftGWsf-tiJS.t tire#- are 
not,.a questio'n. of the National-Fi-ont.being ' '•ounter-productive. Besides'I'.'Snfld (and 
a'bunch of "thugs, it is a question' of our 1 hope, eontiiiftfe-fo -find-lfr*-in^fiil to 

They, don't expect to do that well" next 
election even though there are a few pub­
licity"1 stunts planned. However, there is no 
denying that the foundations have been laid 
for considerable progress. 

thugs being better than their's. Having seen 
both sides, I think the anti-faScists are mar­
ginally deficient in the thug department and 
I think this should be an area of concern. 
If the NF thugs were to go on the offensive 
it would be a shame to find ourselves (or 

take advantage of the sexism, of the National 
Front* (especially when dealing- out reper-

.cussjonsp., » •, '. 

PS; I'm sorry I broke dnliart's nose. 

A 



BY EWAN 
NEILSON 

COSMIC WATERGATE 
In the second article of an occasional series on fringe organisations, Beaver 
examines the ufologist Aetherius Society. 

AT the height of the grand de­
bate on UFOs in early January 
the Aetherius Society claimed 
that:— 

"The facts about Flying Sau­
cers are being suppressed in the 
most blatant and unconvincing 
manner since they were first 
sighted in the skies of Earth. 
The general public is fast losing 
faith in Officialdom — and con­
siders the situation to be noth­
ing less than a 'cosmic Water­
gate"." 

The Society believes, like so 
many other ardent Ufologists, 
that governments are suppres­
sing the truth on the subject, 
that action must be taken now 
to set up national committees 
of action, and that "anyone with 
a modicum of commonsense 
knows that Flying Saucers 
exist." 

Gentlemen 
The subject of the study of 

UFOs was raised internationally 
by the Government of Grenada. 
An unusually constructive mo­
tion that it put forward to the 
United Nations on December 
8th, 1978, called on its fellow 
members to "seriously investi­
gate" the UFO phenomenon. 
One "serious investigator" was 
the Reverend Ray Nielsen, Sec­
retary of the European head­
quarters of the Aetherius Soc­
iety ; he was assembled along 
with other like-minded gentle­
men in July 1978 to collect in­
formation that might support 
the motion. A further discus­
sion of the issue of UFOs has 
been scheduled for June this 
year. 

New Zealand Invaded 
It was after the New Zealand 

sightings that the House of Lords 

finally accepted a debate on the 
UFOs and inevitably the motion 
came from the Earl of Clancarthy 
(one of his more sensible ones). 
The debate was held on the 18th 
of January and, as befitted the 
House of Lords, lost ijone of the 
romanticism that the subject ex­
cites, and even testified to the 
obsessive interest in which some 
of our Peers have in Ufology. 
The Early of Clancarthy, one of 
the more imaginative members 
of the Flying Saucer lobby, be­
lieved that the public had to be 
inlormed and that to avoid 
panic in the event of an immi­
nent Flying Saucer invasion, a 
national defence plan must be 
set up. Lord Trefgarret, speak­
ing against the motion, believed 
that the Earl was plainly out 
of his mind. 

Freedom of En formation 

The Aetherius Society chose 
the day of the debate to launch 
a National Petition to HM Gov­
ernment telling the politicians 
responsible that there should 
be freedom of information on 
the subject and advising them 
for "the people's sake" that a 
National Investigation Commit­
tee on UFOs should be set up. 
The Earl of Kimberley, another 
vociferous UFO fan, who sec­
onded the Earl of Clanarthy's 
motion, was, so the Society re­
veals, the first to sign the peti­
tion and will be speaking, in 
conjunction with the Society 
around the country through the 
first quarter of this year. 

With offices in Los Angeles, 
Detroit, Michigan, Sydney and 
Britain, the Aether us Society 
features prominently in the 
international debate on UFOs 
and recognizes itself to be "the 
largest metaphysical society of 
its kind on Earth". It claims to 
be one of the leading authori­
ties on UFOs, having a special 
religious insight into the mat­
ter. "The Aetherius Society is 

The Society are an important 
radical element in UFO politics. 
They see that peaceful co-exist­
ence with the Flying Saucers, 
which contain great technical 
knowledge which we badly 
need, will help us in our 
struggle through evolution", to 
the time when Master Jesus re­
turns to Earth ... in a Flying 
Saucer. 

The metaphysically attuned 
Dr King had the Society incor­
porated under US laws as a re­
ligious organisation in 1960 with 
himself as founder-President. 
However it is not incorporated 
as a church in Britain. Dr King 
regularly climbs mountains to 
check up with his superiors 
about the latest Cosmic orders. 
A few hand-picked members 

"People tend to judge each 
other by themselves." And appar­
ently, since they do this, they 
fail to understand UFOs. 

This idea also seems to run 
through much of the Earl of 
Kimberley's thinking; it was 
certainly the central issue in 
the House of Lords debate. The 
Earl raised the question in the 
Lords: 

"My Lords, does the noble 
Lord not think it conceivable 
that . . . there are no UFOs be­
cause that is what he has been 
told to say?" To which the 
Lord Hewlett caustically an­
swered : 

" . . .  c h a r m i n g  i n d e e d ,  b u t  
I'm afraid a joke upon your 
Lordships' House." 

United Nations delegation assembled July 1978 to discuss the nature, origin and intent of UFOs 
(second from left, Sir Eric Gairy, Prime Minister of Grenada, and on the right, Rev. Ray Nielsen). 

Model of a Flying Saucer : Specifications confirmed in a contact with Dr. George King, Ph.D. 

an international, non-profit-
making organisation which has 
definite proof, not only that Fly­
ing Saucers are Real, but also 
that they are Friendly." 

Secrets of the Cosmos 
It was Dr George King, a 

scientific authority on Yoga, 
who developed "the complete 
science" and was immersed in a 
deep trance in 1944 in which 
many of the hidden secrets of 
the Cosmos were revealed to 
him. In this transcendental 
state he received the "Voice of 
Interplanetary Parliament" to 
prepare himself in 1954 and 
since then he had 600 Cos­
mic Transmissions! (Claimed 
by the Society to be a world 
record). During one Operation 

he emigrated to the sunny de­
lights of Hollywood where con­
ditions are more conducive to 
transmissions than his old bleak 
birth-place in Shropshire. The 
Society write that he is "a pro­
ficient film director and photo­
grapher". 

Peaceful Co-existence 
From its Californian base his 

exotic brand of religion was ex­
ported over many parts of the 
world. Central to the religion's 
metaphysical philosophy is the 
sure knowledge that Theology 
came from Venus, as did the 
Star of Bethlehem, and that the 
giant Spacecraft from Mars, 
Satellite No. 3, which goes into 
orbit of the Earth several times 
a year, pours its radiant ener­
gies on to all who are working 
for Peace. Several govern­
ments know of its existence 
(although it's invisible to 
radar), and perversely suppress 
the truth so that they can pur­
sue their own aggressive 
nationalistic policies. 

are being ordained as Minis­
ters by the Aetherius Society in 
America in order to preach the 
gospel according to Master 
Jesus and Satellite No. 3. The 
Society apparently finances 
itself by holding meetings 
(which are open to everyone but 
you have to pay), classes, yoga 
lessons, food-shops and "dona­
tions". 

Egocentric Politicians 
In an interview, Mr R. Law­

rence, B.A., a graduate in drama 
and music, and the chief pub­
lications officer in Britain, re­
vealed to me the special role re­
ligion plays in politics. He said 
that the Aetherius Society's re­
ligion, like other religions, gives 
that extraordinary insight and 
moral force which is lacking in 
egocentric politicians and stu­
dents of politics. Questioning 
him on other people's disbelief 
and scepticism of Flying Sau­
cers, he came up with a state­
ment he believed to be worth 
quoting : 
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LONDON 
OPERA 
Jonathan Richmond 

EUGENE ONEGIN is set in 19th Cen­
tury Russia among rural landowners, 
and creates a subtle, but full illustra­
tion of period and place, a picture of a 
gentle existence, that to its participants 
might have gone on for ever. 

Tatyana loves Onegin, but he will not 
marry her. To relieve boredom he 
flirts with the love of his best friend 
and, challenged, kills him in a duel. 
Later, returned from travels, he finds 
Tatyana married. They declare their 
love for each other, but she rejects him. 

At Covent Garden, Gabriela Benac-
kova sings Tatyana, a restrained and 
thus all the more touching and beauti­
ful performance. Yuri Masurok is a 
standoffish Onegin, as the composer in 
fact intended, but perhaps too much 
so. Nonetheless, if not in action, pas­
sion was expressed in fine voice. Nicolai 
Gedda emotionally sings of his love of 
Olga, as he waits to duel with Onegin. 

The "nanya", Filipyevna, was an es­
sential part of family life. Patricia 
Payne in the role demonstrates a sad 
wisdom in her. Another stock charac­
ter, Francis Egerton's Monsieur Triquet, 
the French tutor, was very funny. 

In Russian for the first time at the 
Royal Opera House, this gives greater 

conviction to the opera. Only in Rus­
sian can, for example, the polyphonic 
chant of the peasants in Act 1 be re­
created, a sort of communal melancholy 
portrayed with earthy voice. 

Emil Tchakarov in his Covent Gar­
den debut, conducted cleanly and crisply. 

The principal singers in the current 
ENO revival of El Trovatore throw 
themselves into their parts with such 
force that an altogether incredible story 
gains conviction. The central theme 
is the revenge of a daughter for the 
death of her mother. The daughter, 
Azucena, is sung by Katherine Pring 
who, capable of vocal colour dark and 
mysterious to send a chill up the spine, 
is well suited to this role. 

Manrico and the Count of Luna, 
brothers, though neither knows of their 
relationship, are rivals for the love of 
Leonora, and this leads to the latter 
having the former's head chopped off 
(to be told a split second later that the 
severed body is his brother's). Tom 
Swift's passion as Manrico was matched 
by Rita Hunter's heart - felt Leonora, 
their warm-blooded love contrasted 
with the steely tone of Christian du 
Plessis as the frustrated Count. Lionel 
Friend conducts this tightly-structured 
production at a good pace. 

Coming up at Riverside Studios is a 
short season by The Singers Company, 
formed last year by Peter Knapp. Their 
highly successful Cosi fan Tutte returns 
on February 16. Transformed from 
Naples to an Oxford College, the pro­
duction sparkles with life and good 
humour, and with the closeness of 
Riverside, the loves, the uncertainties, 
the human strengths and weakness 
central to Mozart's exploration of the 

IIIII1 

human soul, are transmitted direct to 
the audience. Although it is true that 
Mozart's music IS capable of communi­
cating "mood" alone, it does help to 
hear the sentences as well as the 
sounds. A further feature of the highly 
talented cast is their common ability to 
sing with beautiful clarity so that not a 
single word is lost. At Covenl Garden 
you can bathe in the music of Mozart. 
But at Riverside you will get the 
WHOLE story, and come away 
refreshed. 

The other opera in the short season 
is La Perichole, which ought to be great 
fun. If you have yet to discover River­
side, now is the time to do it. Further 
information from the box office on 748-
3354. 

JONATHAN RICHMOND 

The cast has been chosen for the 
LSE Drama Society's forthcoming 
production of "Red Spy at Night." 

The production is directed by 
Wesley Wark and the all-star cast 
includes: Abhay Desai, Pravin Mir-
chandani, Sian Owen, Jonathan 
Perl, Rowena Whelan. 

Performances: March 12th and 
13th. 

Old Theatre — lunchtime. 

CINEMA 
Tom Mullen 

DISASTER films are generally what 
they claim to be: disasters. Take the 
"Towering Inferno" with McQueen and 
Newman running about in a large build­
ing attempting to control a large fire. 
Add a few people clinging to outdoor 

The last LSE Drama Soc production. 

lifts, a handful of capitalists anxious to 
collect the insurance and you've got it. 
No, this is not a fictitious biography con­
cerning Bakunin in a bad mood. It's 
"Damnation Alley". Sounds more like 
Hieronimous Bosch out on a bowling 
joint, and if George Peppard hadn't 
taken off his asinine cap, thus revealing 
that he still has some hair, it might well 
have been that way. But alas, lorry-
drivers of the world united, not with­
standing, the most enthralling element 
of this prosaic fabrication is the giant 
supermarket on wheels which sustains 
both the characters and the plot. To 
complete the setting, add a muscular 
post-adolescent, pseudo-outlaw, an amaz­
ingly miscast young lady and a lover's 
triangle. Then ask yourself the chal 
lenging question, what the hell's going 
on ? In conjunction with this pathetic 
attempt to alleviate unemployment is 
"Thunder and Lightning". One would 
have to be a dental surgeon to pull the 
plot out of this tale. Kate Jackson — or 
is it Jaclyn Smith? — attempts to act 
with David Carradine, who for this par­
ticular extravaganza has grown a thing 
in his ear. The dialogue uttered by the 
protagonist, an apparently illiterate 
Florida car fetishist, was extracted from 
the twenty-fourth track of a KC and the 
Sunshine Band record. This and the 
jumping up and down makes Carradine 
look like Bruce Lee impersonating Polly 
Styrene. But it's the Chevrolet that 
never runs out of petrol which has real 
theatrical ability. But who cares any­
way. Both films were produced accord 
ing to the dictums of Frank Zappa, a 
man who was known to remark, We're 
only in it for the money. 

FICTION 
Geraint Thomas 

WHO GOES HERE. Bob Shaw. (Pan 
Books). 

BOB SHAW is one of Britain's better 
known Science Fiction authors, his best-
known story being Orbitville which 
won the British Science Fiction Award 
for the best novel of 1975. 

Who Goes Here is his latest effort to 
appear in paperback. It is set in the 
24th Century, where men join the space 
legion to forget or so the recruitment 
slogan goes. For as soon as their memo­
ries have been erased by the space 
legion, they spend the rest of the time 
trying to remember what they forgot. 
Thus is the case of the main character, 
Warren Peace (yes, the pun is deliber­
ate, there is even someone called 
Armand Legge). Peace has lost all his 
memories, so everyone concludes that 
as he has forgotten everything he must 
have been a very evil person before he 
joined the legion. As you must have 
guessed by now this book is not entirely 
serious, and Shaw generally pokes his 
tongue out at Heinlein's starship 
trooper. Peace wanders off on a num­
ber of amusing adventures' involving 
time machines, supermen and some 
rather vicious creatures called throw-
rugs. The climax occurs when, of course 
Peace discovers who he is. The book 
is quite amusing and is worth reading 
if you like Science Fiction for the in 
jokes. 

KING'S COLLEGE, LONDON 
FRENCH SOCIETY 

presents 

SPECTACLE 
ARRABAL 

Fando et Lis 
and ^ 

Les Deux Bourreaux 
MARCH 6th, 7th, 9th 

New Theatre, King's College, Strand 
Tickets 60p 

Available from French Departmental Office 
and French Society Committee members 
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ENTERTAINMENTS 
YOUNG REPORT 
ENTS 
RESPONDS 
WE on the Ents committee gen­
era. ;• try to avoid the political 
wrangling of the Union, as we 
are interested in music and en­
tertainment,' and politics ' are, 
on :::= whole, irrelevant. This 
is very important as we can 
run a large Ents committee 
without continual bickering bet­
ween people of different politi­
cal persuasions. 

Sometimes, however, \ye are 
confronted with political "busi­
ness" which affects us directly 
(or threatens to do so). This is 
the case with the Gordon Young 
Report. 

Suggestions made in the re­
port which affect us in this way. 
are; 

1 stop the position of 
So-..:-.! Secretary remaining a 
Sab": \tical post. 

2. 7o change the open struc­
ture of the Ents committee to 
that of a Standing committee 
of. seven elected members in­
cluding the Social Secretary 
and Senior Treasurer. 

Cur opinions on the first sug­
gest V:n are clear We have only 
had the Sabbat eal post for one 
year and already the advanta­
ges are showing: We are break­
ing even on our major concerts, 
compared with this time last 
-year when we were about £500 
down It would, be unfair to axe 
this post after such a short time. 
It has been suggested that the 
.post be expanded to cover the 
SO" trading enterprises. This 
would be a good idea as long as 
ther r would not be too much 
ext. work involved, as the 
wor-load for Enis is already 
heavv. It should be made clear 
that I cannot see anybody 

being willing to give up their 
"hope of getting a degree by 
taking on the post of Social 
Secretary as a non-sabbatical. 1 

Our feelings on the second 
point are perhaps even stronger. 
The open committee structure 
encourages far . more voluntary 
Ents people than a standing 
committee would. This is be­
cause everyone has a vote at 
Ents meetings and is therefore 
involved, whereas with a stand­
ing committee only elected 
members would have a vote; 
others feeling less important 
would subsequently lose inter­
est. A standing committee 
would heighten the very things 
we have been trying to stamp 
out of Ents;—politics and elit­
ism,. Election of members would 
encourage hacks to stand bring­
ing unwanted politics into Ents, 
and the elected committee 
would have great trouble not 
to "look down" on the non­
voting members. 

The Ents committee needs 30 
or more members to function. 
With a standing committee, the 
elected members would have to 
do the work of those 30. as 
voluntary help would probably 
be non-existent. At present we 
have a smoothly running com­
mittee of 40 or so regular mem­
bers and feel that any change 
in the , committee structure 
would lead to a breakdown of 
democracy and ultimately to a 
rapid decline in the quantity 
and quality of Entertainments 
at the LSE. If you do not want 
this to happen, come along to 
S.118 to discuss how we can 
maintain our present structure. 

STEPHEN BRADBURY, 
on behalf of the ENTS 

committee. 

The ENTS committee meets 
on Tuesdays at 1.M. 

FUNKY GIBBONS 
ON Saturday 17th February, LSE, King's, and City 
Ents are co-producing the Steve Gibbons Band in 
the Great Hall at City. 

As you may have read in National Student, this 
is the only London appearance in the current tour. 
Tickets are moderately priced at £1.50 in advance 
and will be available next week. The support is 
Straight Eight. 

The Steve Gibbons Band come from Birmingham 
and were discovered by Pete Townshend of The Who 
He signed them to Roger Daltrey's GoSdhawk Pigeon 
label and their first album was produced by John 
Entwistle. 

Chuck Berry's. "Tulane" is indicative of their 
general approach and was a well-deserved hit. Steva 
Gibbons has been paying his dues for a long, long 
time. 

We hope the concert will be as successful as the 
last time LSE and City co-promoted. In December 
1976 we booked Mud for a Christmas Romp and a 
itmd time was had by all, despite a few last-minute 
hassles. 

City University is in Northampton Square EC.l 
and therefore very handy for Rosebery. The nearest 
tube is Angel or buses 4, 171, 38, 19 to Rosebery 
Avenue. If you have not yet bought a ticket ia 
advance you'll need your union card. 

/• 

\ 

Last year's Valentine Disco 

C I N E M A  

"ASHANTI" AND 
"THE PASSAGE" 
"ASMANTl" stands out as a clas­
sic e -cample of the magic formula 
for hits gone wrong. Take five 
stars a beautiful woman, exotic 
locations, and you have a hit. Un­
fortunately, it doesn't work. Rich­
ard Fleischer, the director, is un­
able to bring about any working 
harmony. 

Michael Caine, as the WHO doc­
tor who is trying to get his cap­
tive wife (Beverl; .Johnson) back 
from Peter Ustinov, plays the Arab 
slave-trader with customary pan­
ache, manages a reasonable per­
formance, developing his role 
Where a lesser veteran would have 
failed. 

Caine- is helped in this misadven­
ture by Rex Harrison as the field 

representative of the Anti-Slavery 
Society and William Holden. the 
mercenary helicopter-pilot. 

Holden, who dies within five 
minutes of his appearance on the 
screen, has no role at all, while 
Harrison appears periodically to 
tell Caine what to do next. His 
only role in the film is to intro­
duce Caine to Kabir Bedi, the Arab 
whose wife and children had been 
enslaved and killed by Ustinov. 

Bedi, the Indian model turned 
Italian TV star, inevitably has 
shades of Omar Sharif in Law­
rence of Arabia. Despite these 
comparisons he manages to remain 
a credible character in the pivotal 
role of the film, dying in the suc­
cessful attempt to liberate the 
lady doctor from the Prince, played 
by Sharif. 

The film lacks conviction — the 
characters are insufficiently de­
veloped and Fleischer is unable to 
keep any balance or control in the 

script, thereby totally wasting the 
superb locations and photography 
in what could have been a good 
film 

The publicity handouts of "The 
Passage" claim it to be "a spectacu­
lar adventure story, but mare, one 
which delves deeply into the rela­
tionships of people driven 'beyond 
their personal limits to weld then 
pitiful strengths into a force- power­
ful enough to survive overwhelm­
ing odds". 

In fact it is a reasonably well . 
made war film which utilises the 
classic tale of the Basque peasant 
(Anthony Quinni who is offered 
financial incentives -by . the ReStest-
ance to guard an important scien­
tist and his family across the "Pyre 
nees from occupied France. 'The/ 
are relentlessly pursued by .an S-S 
Officer (Malcolm MacDowellO 
against all the odds they escape to 
safety. 

As an adventure film 'The Pas­
sage" is probably well above par. 
The film takes an honest attitude J 

to the brutality of war, whilst j 
• avoiding sensationalism. The film 
also includes some dramatic scenes j 
o: the Pyrenees It is only slightly . 
marred "oy arbitrary pretentious re­
marks taut- such comments merely j 

jar when they occur rather than 1 

•damage the film as a whole. 

The film has -also a number of 
competent and- professional per­
formances. Anthony Quinn cer­
tainly has screen presence as the 
taciturn Basque peasant.' James 
Mason gives a splendidly restrained 
portrayal of the ageing scientist 
-and- Malcolm MacLtoweh's por­
trayal of the fanatical, callous SS 
Officer does justice to previous 
screen performances 

"The Passage" may -fee un­
ashamedly commercial tout it is un­
deniably welt-produced. 

DISCO 
WE have just managed to 

finalise a special treat for you 
on Monday 12th February:: 

The Monos 
The Secret 7 
The D Vs 
Plus Lovers Disco 

The JVlonos: A London toamf 
who have just signed to RCA 
Give your ears a treat with the 
sound of 79! 

The Secret 7: Lee (that name 
rings a belt) Kosmin's new 
band. Fun for your feet! 

The D Vs. The LSE band you 
love to hate (or should that foi 
hate to love?) back on the 
boards with a short, finely 
honed set to surprise all yoi 
cynics. 

L o v e r s  D i s c o :  S m o o c t e s  
sounds and disco dancing for allf 
you valentines. Take your part­
ner-by the hand for. 

THE VALENTINE BOP ' 
(Admission only 58p). 

AND DON'T FORGET 
This Friday (8th Feb) in ihs 

Three Tuns 

A FREE DISCO 
And this week something 

extra-special the amazing SIN-
MATES. 

Rhythm and Blues to get yOIL 

on your feet and keep yowl 
there' :  

"God only knows why «*«-
body told you the news that 
the best rocking tonight, or ajij 
other night, is being provides 
by the Inmates." NME 3-2-79, 
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IRAN 
JEWS 

EXPRESS 
SOLIDARITY 

TO those who are unfamiliar with the Iranian 
people's movement, which the western media I 
present as motivated by "'fanaticism" and reli-1 
gious "frenzy". 

The following, from a declaration by the 
Jewish intellectuals of Iran, should provide 
evidence for the absurdity of these allegations , 
and expose the hypocrisy of these servants of | 
imperialism. 

Along with the true movement of the Iranian 
people, the intellectuals of the Iranian Jewish 
Community declare once again, their solidarity 
with (and integration in); the Iranian people 
by their active participation in the National 
Revolution". 

Creators of divisions and the agents of im-1 
perialism such as Zionists are attempting to 
divide the ranks of the Iranian people in order 
to prolong the domination of the oppressed | 
nations of the world. They have recently tried 
to represent the movement as a reactionary 
"backlash" in their extensive propaganda. 

RELIGIOUS LEADERSHIP 
"Therefore, the intellectuals of the Jewish 

Community of Iran, with firm belief in the 
struggle of the Iranian people and the import-1 
?.nce of the role of religious leadership in the 
movement, on Saturday, 2nd Dey 1357 (23 Dec j 
1978) they visited Ayatollah Taleghani (a leader 
of the movement) and again announced their 
solidarity with the Iranian people and that the 
Jewish Community will be part of the Iranian 
cause at every stage. 

Ayatollah Taleghani encouraged Iranian 
Jews to further increase participation in the | 
national movement and co-operation with their 
Iranian brothers and sisters. 

Iranian Society 

BHAKTIAR 
REJECTED 

"THE Iranian Prime Minister, Dr Shapur Bhaktiar, 
last night vowed that he would not resign in the 
face of-growing pressure from Ayatollah Khomeini. 

"Dr Bhaktiar made a national television broad­
cast in which he said:. 'I will not leave or evacuate 
the "fortress of the constitution" under any circum­
stances'."—The Guardian, 22-1-79. 

Recent reports in the western Press give the im­
pression that Dr Bhaktiar is the legitimate and 
democratically elected PM of Iran. Dr Bhaktfar has 
also gone to great lengths to make it seem that 
he is working within the framework of the consti- | 
tution. This started with his observance of the 
traditional procedures of the Iranian constitution 
before assuming office. 

Nevertheless anyone who is familiar with Iranian I 
politics is aware that Dr Bhaktiar was appointed by 
the Shah and approved by an unrepresentative | 
Majlis (parliament). 

This feature of the Majlis dates back to 1953, 
•when a CIA engineered coup restored the Shah to 
(power. All major parties were banned and most 
©f their leadership liquidated. In 1975, this policy 
culminated in the formal abolition of all political | 
parties. 

In their place the Shah established his own I 
(party, the Rastakhiz. He declared that anyone un-

. willing to join the party was entitled to a passport | 
to leave—a euphemism for prison. 

Only Rastakhiz candidates could stand for elec­
tions to the Majlis. The Majlis therefore only repre- I 

, sented the regime. This is the parliament of whose [ 
vote of confidence Dr Bhaktiar boasts. 

This background explains the overwhelming rejec- I 
tion of the Bakhtiar Government by the Iranian 
people. As a reaction against this the armed forces [ 
have come down heavily upon vast numbers of citi­
zens. Strike organisers have either been killed or | 
imprisoned. In spite of this workers are still on 
strike demanding amongst other things, democratic | 
elections and the release of all political prisoners. 

I  I  l i  I ' l l  I ' M  I  I  I  I  I I I  I '  I I I  I  I  

FOOTBALL 
i  r  i l l  I  I  i  I  > t  t  i  i  i  i  

SNOW 
SUCCESS 

ALTHOUGH the football club re­
sults haven't been all successful in 
the last fortnight, at least we 
didn't lose 62-6 to Kings like some 
teams at the LSE (sorry fellas). 
However things have not been much 
better: the 1st XI lost 2-0 to Gold­
smiths in the quarter final of the 
ULU cup, despite a good team per­
formance. This is unfortunate be­
cause this defeat now leaves the 
1st XI with little hope of any 
honours. 

The 2nd XI. also playing a Gup 
quarter final, drew with IC II at 
New Maiden 1-1, despite almost 
continuous pressure. Our only goal 
being scored by Julian Szago. They 
paid dearly for not settling the tie 
in the first game, because a weak­
ened side lost the replay 2-1. 
Despite an early goal from Mark 
Johnstone, the LSE never domin­
ated the match as in the previous 
games. The two IC goals both in the 
last 15 minutes caused one of the 
biggest piss-ups in recent weeks. 

The 3rd XI 'lost 5-2 to QMC II 
in the Cup. The goalscorers were 
Graham Harbottle and "greasy" 
Jim Ackers. The miss of the game 
was definitely Phil Valentine miss­
ing another penalty, while Paul 
Thaxter the 3rd XI Captain pro­
vided an inspiration to his side by 
buggering off to Blackpool for the 
weekend. 

In the league the 1st XI drew 1-1 
with IC 1st XI, the goal being 
scored by John (I can turn faster 
than you) Clegg. The 3rds beat UC 
IV away 5-2, in what Paul Thax­
ter described as the best team per­
formance of the season. Greasy 
Jim, who scored two goals, was so 
pleased he was seen later doing a 
Zumba on a table in the Carpen­
ters Arms. The other goalscorers 
were Harry Plant, Dave Holmes 
and Graham Harbottle. 

Football Club training has now 
been restructured to develop the 
undoubted talents of certain mem­
bers in various activities. Monday's 
training: 3 Tuns, 7.00. Tues: Bea­
vers Retreat. Wed: Carpenters 
Arms. Thur: The One Tun. Fri: 
Valiant Trooper. Sat: Princess 
House. Sun: Rest day. All wel­
come. 

PS: What was the football club 
captain doing after last night's 
training session? 

PPS: In the event of Sergio being 
elected as AU President the foot­
ball club has provisionally purchased 
60 one way tickets to Argentina. 
PHIL VALENTINE RULES OK. 
(but can't take penalties'). 

Keen A.U. chaps disappointed with new gym. 

BADMINTON 

New talent 
required 

HELLO again, all you keen avid 
players of that most invigorating 
sport, Badminton. As of late, 
members at practice in the gym 
have reached dizzy heights (3 to 5), 
with enthusiasm at fever • pitch! 
Our five teams are having mediocre 
success in the league but are at 
full stretch. In fact, the players 
have had to assume "pseudonyms" 
to avoid publicity and detection. 

I. as captain, have been searching 
desperately for new talent (I bet! 
—Ed), and rumours of the exist­
ence of a Pakistani international 
have sent me scurrying throughout 
the school to no avail. He ob­
viously hasn't heard of our great 
badminton club. 

An increase in bribery and cor­
ruption leads to a corresponding in­
crease in apathy: our latest attrac­
tion is a club dinner, with every 
member welcome to attend. The 
great event will take place at the 
"Rock Garden" in Covent Garden 
on Tuesday, March 6th at a cost of 
£5.00. The wine will be subsidised 
by the club offices. This is our 
way of saying thank you and sorry 
to the few people who have been 
conned and begged to play at 
short notice at all times, irrespec­
tive of how inconvenient it may 
have been to themselves. 

PS: I'm standing for president 
of the AU _ so vote for me. 

Sergio 

'Rugby Club exhausted' 
The last four weeks games have taken quite 

a toll on both teams. It seemed that term had 
barely started before the onslaught began. It 
soon became obvious that the tour of the Far 
East during the Christmas vacation had drained 
the Club of a large amount of its energy. 

I recall G. Thomas saying to me, shortly 
before the game with the Japanese National 
Side, "By golly, Kirby, you realise these Nips 
are not as yellow as they look," to which I 
replied with caustic adoration, '"Yes, sir." 

Despite the lovely weather and the players 
being allowed to throw snowballs at half-time, 
there seems to have been a few cry-offs. This 
week's prize winner is Geoff Delamere who told 
me in an in-depth interview that he couldn't 
play because the gas-man was coming. 

However, this Saturday, will no doubt see a 
large turnout of L.S.E. players at Twickenham, 
probably in the South Stand. 

The game at Kings was full of events, in­
cluding quite a few Kings' tries. Still the whole 
thing was made-worthwhile by an excellent try 
from N. Kaufman, and a surprising conversion 
from the Mark "the nose" O'Gorman. 

Matt Kirby. 

APOLOGY 
The Beaver Collective would like to apologise 

for last week's apology, in-which several union-
bashing sentiments were expressed. We realise 
that such sentiments flew in the face of Union 
policy, which is ostensibly pro-working class. 

We. apologise to politically-minded students 
for the large amount of Atheltic Union-related 
material which appears on the AU page. We 
hope to rectify this situation in the near future. 

N.B. — Because the Road* Hauliers Associa­
tion has given in to the outrageous blackmailing 
lorry drivers, we are able to expand our organ 
this week. 
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