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\ Campus divided
as Old Theatre
occupation ends

Gaza war protesters declare victory
“after agreement on demands reached
School costs currently estimated at
£10,000; students: 25% for, 54% against

Marie Dunaway
& Joseph Cotterill

Students protesting the war in Gaza have
claimed victory in their week-long occu-
pation of the Old Theatre, announcing that
the occupation was over after negotiations
with the School over their demands con-
cluded late on Wednesday evening.

The School made a joint statement
with the protesters on Thursday announc-
ing the end of the occupation and an agreed
settlement of the demands raised.

The costs of the occupation began to
emerge by the end of the week. “I would
guess a bit more, but not much more, than
£10,000,” Andy Farrell, the School’s direc-
tor of finance, said. “There are no plans
to charge the Students Union or anybody
else, so the cost will mean a corresponding
reduction in the funds available for future
academic, service, student support or fa-
cility improvements,” he added.

Student reaction was also gauged in a
Beaver survey on Monday, revealing that a
quarter of five hundred students surveyed
supported the occupation.

Joseph Brown, LSE Students’ Union’s
Anti-Racism Officer and an occupation
spokesperson, said that the protesters had
“achieved what we wanted to achieve” and
that there was nothing more to be gained
from the occupation. “A mutually ben-
eficial accord with the School” had been
reached, he said. Brown added, “it is a vic-
tory g

The occupation ended six days after
twenty-one activists entered the theatre
in the first week of term, at the start of a
Development Studies lecture. Protesters
took to the stage and unfurled a banner
as postgraduate students in the audience
looked on.

LSE security introduced ID card
checks for students and staff entering the
Old Building on the Monday after the start
of the occupation. .

In a closing speech on the Old Theatre
stage after the announcement of the end-
ing of the occupation, protester Charlotte
Galvin said that the occupiers were “not
just a load of hippies” and it was “not us
who caused so much disruption.”

“We weren't the only people who cared
about Palestine, but we were the only peo-
ple who took action,” she said. Galvin said
she wished to make clear that the occupa-
tion was not to blame for the disruption or
the security. “This was not us,” she said.

Twenty-two protesters gathered on

stage to sing “we are the champions, my .

friends,” and chanted “free, free Palestine,”
before ending in a round of applause.
Students’ Union officials mediated
between the protesters and the School
throughout the occupation. The Union’s
sabbatical officers also managed rising

Occupation aftermath

The demands

« Official LSE condemnation of war
» Arms company divestment

« Five Palestinian scholarships

« Official fundraising day

« Old books and computers to Gaza
+ Amnesty for protesters

The results

+ Personal statement from Director
« Discussion on divestment

« Discussion on scholarships

« Official fundraising day

« 0ld books and computers to Gaza
« Amnesty for protesters

Student survey
Analysis of results
Beaver ‘bias’

6-7

tensions on campus during the second
week of the protest.

“We are pleased the occupation has
come to a peaceful end, and normal teach-
ing and learning can be resumed for all
students,” said the Union’s Communica-
tions Officer, Dan Sheldon.

Questions had been raised during the
occupation over Joseph Brown's status
as Anti-Racism Officer while joining the
occupation. Speaking just after the an-
nouncement that the protest was ending,
Brown said that his role had not been in-
fringed. “However, bridges need to be re-
built, fences need to be mended and people
need to be re-engaged,” he said.

As well as an official statement con-

. demning Israel and calling for an ceasefire,

the protesters’ demands included immedi-
ate divestment of LSE money from arms
companies, five fully paid scholarships for
Palestinian students, an official fundrais-
ing day for Medical Aid for Palestinians,
and for old computers and books from the
School to be donated to universities and
schools in Gaza.

Occupations in protest at the Gaza war
at Kings College London and Sussex, Es-
sex, Birmingham and Warwick universi-
ties began during the LSE occupation. The
Sussex, Birmingham and Warwick occu-
pations continue.

Speaking as the occupation ended,
protester Estelle Cooch said that the “vast
majority” of demands had been met and
the occupiers “still had the support of the
studentbody”’

“We hope to have started a more mo-
bilised student movement,” she added.

“I think they could have got what they
wanted in a non-disruptive way,’” Ravi
Mistry, a third-year student, said of the
protesters. “I didn’t appreciate the girl with
the megaphone on Houghton Street ei-
ther,” he added.
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Capital and campus celebrate

Chinese New Year

Lanterns hung in Chinatown yesterday morning before Chinese New Year celebrations. LSE students including the Chinese,
Hong Kong and Sinigapore societies planned to welcome the Year of the Ox with a week of festivities Joseph Cotferill

Parents jubilant as nursery saved

Marie Dunaway

Closing LSE’s nursery has been ruled out,
the School had said after'a consultation
process and a Students” Union campaign
tolobby to keep the facility open began last
term.

While this outcome seemed likely after
several weeks of Students’ Union pressure,
the official School decision to keep the
nursery open was announced to students
at, the Union General Meeting on Thurs-
day.

A School study had raised concerns
over the financial future of the nursery over
the summer, prompting a consultation
process at the start of thisacademic year to
“take soundings on the most appropriate
form of pre-school provision for the chil-
dren of staff and students”’

After the issue of closure was raised "

at a UGM during the Michaelmas term,
the Students’ Union set up a campaign to
save the nursery. The campaign collected

approximately one thousand signatures in
support of keeping the nursery open. The
signatures were submitted to the nursery
consultation group.

Union General Secretary Aled Fisher
said: “After such a fantastic campaign in-
volving parents and staff at the nursery, I
am very happy that a high quality welfare

- service for students has not been sold off”

Parents who used the facility, located
in Grosvenor House Halls of Residence,
said they had been deeply concerned last
term over the prospect of the nursery clos-
ing.

Maryam Ali said: “I was very pleased
to hear [Pro-Director] George Gaskell tell
us last term in the open consultation meet-
ing that closing the nursery was not even
an option from the beginning. I think the
whole issue has been very badly communi-
cated and managed. It caused much anxi-
ety for the staff and students of the school
and the nursery itself that could have been
avoided.

“The nursery currently has awonderful
team of staff that make it a great place for
my daughter, but there are management
issues that can be improved,” she added.

Bola Adetona, the nursery’s manager,

said she wanted to say a “Big Thank You” to
the nursery campaigners. The Union’s sab-
batical officers had raised awareness of the

“nursery throughout the School, she added.

“We have had lots of positive feedback

on the service the nursery provides and

endeavour to continue to offer an excellent
care and education service,” Adetona said.

Adetona also thanked Gaskell and Pro-
fessor Anne West, the chair of the nursery
users’ group.

The Students’ Union Education and
Welfare Officer Emmanuel Akpan-Inwang
said: “The campaign was successful. I am
extremely happy that the nursery is cer-
tain to remain open. It is a vital resource
for students and staff parents and I look
forward to working with the nursery con-
sultation committee to deliver a nursery of
which students can feel truly proud”

The Consultation Group noted that “a
core theme of the submissions is wide-
spread support from academics, support
staff and students for the school to provide
a high quality, subsidised nursery.”

“Drawing on the results of the consul-
tation the school will be taking forward
plans for the continuation and improve-
ment of the nursery,” the group reported.
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LSE events Positions

of the week

LSE careers service’s
pick of the best jobs

The Shifting Distribution of World
Economic Activity: China and global
imbalance :
LSE Professor Danny Quah speaks on
the rise of China

Tonight SZT

Liberal Fascism: the uses and abuses
of the F-word

Jonah Goldberg discusses his new
i 5

Tonight, HKT, 1830-2000

Is Global Democracy Possible?

Profs Daniele Archibugi and Michael
Cox debate with George Monbiot.
Wednesday, OT, 1830-2000

Bad Science <

Guardian columnist Dy Ben Goldacre
tellsyouhow tospotit. ~
Wednesday, SZT, 1830-2000

From Atrocity to Redress:
Civil Society Mobilisation in the
Former Yugoslavia

“Film and talk with Natasa Kandic.
Thursday, Wolfson Theatre, 1830

An Audience with Ken McDonald QC
The former DPP in conversation with
the Students’ Union Law Society.

Thursday, Room 2.04 (NAB), 1930

{

The Beaver
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Be a digital beaver.
Check our website for daily updates
throughout this term
- and find out how you
can get involved

info@thebeaveronline.co.uk
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Working Title Films — 'h'a.ining
programme

Programme invites outst:mdmg
individuals seeking a caxeerin filmto
apply for 3 one-year posmons atour -
London office :

One World Trust

Research internships in chmate
change governance, parliamentary
oversight project, NGO self-regula-
tion

Pearson PLC :
Diversity Summer Internshipsin
media and joumalism -

Teach First ‘
Recruiting for the following subjects:
Maths, Science, ICT, D&T and Music

Korn/Ferry Futurestep

Trainee Recruitment Researcher for

high-performance global provider of
innovative, scalable recruitment and
people solutions :

African Development Bank

Young professionals programme
Work across the continent, and be
at the forefront of exciting Bank
initiatives that ave helping to shape
Afyica’s future -

Audit Junior early increasing Ieveis
of responsibility SR

Cambridgeshire County Council
Research Officer -Consultation
Research and information sexvices
for the County Council and partners .
in business information, economy &
Iabour market, housing, population,
Health, Crime and GIS

Catlin Group Graduate Programmes '
Actuarial, Catastrophe Aggregate
Management Programme, Finance,
Underwriting

New Energy Finance

Economists, quantitative market
analysts

World’s leading independent pro-
vider of research to investors in re-
newable energy, biofuels, low-carbon
technologies and the carbon markets

Morgan Stanley

Emission Scheduler

The European Commaodities group
trades physical and financial prod-
ucts in the commodity markets:
including metals, energy and agri-
culture.

OECD

Full time consultant

Avabic native speaker who will work
as Policy Analyst on public gover-~
nance reform in the middie Eastand
North Africa : ‘

NATO

The NATO Parliamentary Assembly
usually employs eight paid Research
Assistants from NATO nations each
year. In general, four of these start in
late January and finish in June.

Interested?

For details of these posts and
over three hundred more, log

in to My Careers Service and
click on ‘search for opportunities’
at www.lse.ac.uk/careers
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“Obamamania” hits the LSE

Over 200 LSE students gathered in the Quad and Tuns to watch the inauguration of
President Barack Obama last Tuesday. CNN’s coverage of the inauguration ceremo-
nies were broadcast on the Students’ Union’s internal television system SubTV.

shan Malik

Among the first 15 cabinet and White House
appointments of President Obama’s administration,
three were educated at the LSE.

Peter Orsza
Budget.

As the President’s budget director, Orszag will assume a cabinet-level position. Orszag, 40 was
described by the National Journal as being an “unusual economist who blends an understanding
of politics, policy and communications in ways that wrap zesty quotes around complex ideas.”

Orszag earned his MSc and PhD from the LSE.

Pete Rouse _

Pete Rouse was the Chief of Staff to then Senator Barack Obama. As a political strategist, Rouse
was responsible for planmng Obama’s short Senate career in preparation for hlS running for
President. ‘

Described by the Washmgton Post as the “Outsider’s Insxder" Rouse serves as a Senior Adwser
to the Pre31dent He was also a co- chalrman of the Obama administration’s transition team.

In President Obama s own words: “Pete’s very good at looking around the corners of decisions
and playing out the implications of them.

Rouse earned his MSc from thé LSE.

Mona Sutphen
Mona Sutphen has been named as the President’s Deputy Chief of Staff.

Sutphen was a forelgn service officer who served on Bill Clinton’s National Security Council, as
a foreign-policy expert. She was also an aide to New Mexico Governor Bill Richardson when he
was ambassador to the United Nations. :

Sutphen earned her MSc from LSE. : .

Peter Orszag has%een appointed as the Director of the White House's Office of Management and

Other LSE alumni at the heart of the US
government in the past few administrations
have included: e

Paul Volcker
Under-Secretary of the ’Ii'easury Nixon Administration
Chairman of Federal Reserve, Carter and Reagan Admin-
istrations, Photo from publlc domain, US Federal Gov-
ernment.

Robert Rubin

Secretary of the 'heasury Clinton Administration

Duector of the National Economic Councll Clinton Admmlstratlon

Elliott Abrams . 4
Assistant Secretary of State, Reagan Administration
Senior Director of the National Security Conncll Bush Administra-

| tion

Michael Chertoﬁ'
Secretary of Homeland Security, Bush Admmlstratlon,
Photo from Flickr user Stormz.

Marc Grossman

' US Under-Secretary of State, Bush Admmlstratlon

US Ambassador to Turkey, Clinton Admm:strat:on

ey

- William Gale

Council of Econoono Advisers, Bush Admnustratlon

Ianet Yellen
Council of Economic Advnsers, Clmton Admmlstrauon

David Welch

Assistant Secretary of State, Clmton and Bush Adt_mmstratlons

- US AmbassadortoEg'pt BushAdministratxon

AlanBlinder
- Council of Economic Advisors, C]mton Administration
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Resign demand

for LSE official in

free speech row

Ali Moussavi

A high-level LSE official has been asked
to resign by a civil liberties pressure group
for her decision to not have the right-wing
commentator Douglas Murray chair a de-
bate last week entitled ‘Islam or Liberal-
ism: Which is the Way Forward?’

Pro-Director for Teaching and Learn-
ing Professor Janet Hartley, who is a mem-
ber of the School’s senior management
team and reports directly to LSE Director
Howard Davies, was asked to resign by the
Libertarian Alliance.

The organization’s Director Sean Gabb
said: “As a publicly funded body, the LSE
should have a commitment to free speech.
It is wrong that Janet Hartley has under-
mined this and, if Douglas Murray is not
reinstated, she should resign.

Murray had initially been asked to
chair the debate between LSE academic
Dr Alan Sked and activist Hamza Andreas
Tzortzis from the Hittin Institute.

Tzortzis has frequently lectured on
his opposition to secularism. He recently
spoke at an event for the controversial Hizb
ut Tahrir organization.

The LSE has denied the allegation that
Douglas Murray’s freedom of speech was
curtailed, making ‘the point that Douglas
Murray has spoken at the LSE twice in the
past and that he himself had offered to
withdraw from his position as chair of the
event. :

An LSE spokesperson said: “A mem-
ber of the faculty of The London School of
Economics and Political Science invited
Douglas Murray, director of the Centre for
Social Cohesion, to chair a debate tonight
on ‘Islam or Liberalism: Which is the Way
Forward?’ Earlier this week LSE under-
stood that he had agreed to stand aside.”

The School also said that the offer was
still open to Murray to chair the event. He
was only asked to withdraw after he of-
fered to do so, and if this is not the case,
“the School [was] happy for Mr Murray
to resume is role as chair. Although Mr
Murray was not able to take up this offer,
the event took place successfully in his ab-
sence””’

The spokesperson went «on to say:
“Douglas Murray has not been ‘banned’

* from speaking at LSE. Mr Murray has spo-
ken at the School on two recent occasions
and would be welcome to speak here in

" future. A few people objected to Mr Mur-

ray’s presence in advance of his previous
appearance but LSE upheld his right to
speak!”

<

Above: Howard Davies joins

dancers on Houghton Street in

disguise

()

1me

‘09 sneak

peek on Houghton St

shan Malik

Organisers for the upcoming LSESU
Cultural Show Timeless set up a “live
trailer” on Houghton Street last Friday.
The performance included snippets
from segments such as break-dancing,
beatboxing and theatrical dance.

LSE Director Howard Davies was
among the hip-hop dancers making a
special guest appearance to help pro-
mote the event.

This will be the second annual show

organised by the LSESU and its various
cultural societies.

A spokesperson for the orgamsmg com-
mittee described Timeless as “bring
together cultures and bringing together
humanity” through “various culturally-
themed acts” and charity fundraising.

The show will take place on Sunday,
1February at Sadler’s Wells Theatre.
Tickets are currently on sale. &

v

School and Union call for calm on campus

Ali Moussavi

The School and the Students’ Union issued
a joint statement on Wednesday night,
just as the occupation of the Old Theatre

was ending, addressing tensions on cam-

pus in the wake of the occupation, and
warning students of disciplinary action if
any engage in ‘ 1nt1m1datory behavxour or
harassment in any form”

Some Jewish and Israeli students have
made claims about a rise in anti-Semi-
tism on campus in recent weeks. This has
included an incident in which a speaker

against last week’s UGM motion con-
demning Israel was spat at.

Furthermore, one of the students on
the occupation said that she felt intimi-
dated after her comments which com-

~ pared Palestinian refugee camps to the

Warsaw ghetto, were said to be “latent
anti-Semitism.”

The statement, which was signed by
Pro-Director for Teaching and Learn-
ing Professor Janet Hartley and Students’
Union General Secretary Aled Fisher,
made reference to students “who are re-
luctant to come to campus at all”

Students’ Union Anti-Racism Officer
Joseph Brown came under fire at the UGM
for his alleged failure to take in to account
the claims of anti-Semitism after taking

part in the occupation of the Old Theatre.

Critics levelled a charge at Brown that
his actions produced a conflict of interest
with his role as Anti-Racism Officer.

As part of an effort to maintain “good
campus relations”, a meeting was held last
Friday to discuss the establishment of an
LSE Students’ Union Dialogue.

Hartley and Fisher said in the state-
ment: “The School is committed to a
working and learning environment where
all students can achieve their full poten-
tial. We would ask that all members of the
student body continue to respect that so
the experience of every student here can
be positive and enriching”

Fisher made similar comments to stu-
dents at the UGM last week. In his report,

‘.

he acknowledged the importance of stu- - |

dents’ rights to peacefully protest, how-
ever recognized that tensions on campus
were high.

Fisher also said that the current ten-
sions were more significant than the ten-
sions on campus last year in the wake of a
motion which called for the LSE to divest
from Israel.

Fisher said that “harassment is unac-
ceptable and will not be tolerated. The
Students’ Union will push for the stron-
gest possible discipline” for any student,
member of staff or outside individuals
found to be abusive.

NUS governance reforms passed amid stage storming

Jonathan Damsgaard

Delegates of the National Union of Stu-
dents voted to approve the NUS Gover-
nance Review at an extraordinary con-
ference last Tuesday after a last-minute
occupation of the conference stage by Gaza
war protesters.

Three protesters, including members
of the NUS national executive committee,
took to the stage minutes before the final
vote.

Constitutional changes were due to be
ratified after achieving a two-thirds ma-
jority at the NUS conference in November.

“This is a peaceful protest,” the stage
occupiers said to shouting and booing
from delegates in the audience.

The NUS Disabled Students Officer
was unable to leave the stage in his wheel-

chair as the occupation continued.

Jewish delegates moved to a “safe
space” as negotiations to end the occupa-
tion began, led by Wes Streeting, the NUS
president. y

The protesters declined to leave the
stage and opted to abstain while the vote
was held.

Aled Dilwyn Fisher, the LSE Students’
Union’s General Secretary and the official
Union representative to the conference,
said that the protest “embarrassed stu-
dents who sympathised with the cause,
like me, and those of us who opposed the
reforms and wanted the chance to vote
against them”

Fisher voted against the motion in ac-
cordance with mandate from the Union
General Meeting. It is Union policy to op-
pose the NUS reform agenda.

“It was utterly hypocritical of the pro-
testers to claim that the conference was
“undemocratic” and “stitched-up”, when

they were the ones who tried to block a
vote,” Fisher added. “The obstruction of
the Disabled Students’ Officer was noth-
ing sort of a disgrace,” he said.
Constitutional reform had been on

the NUS agenda for two years, failing at
the Annual Conference in 2008 by only
25 votes short of the 717 needed. The Stu-
dents’ Union’s NUS delegate Dan Sheldon
praised the reforms saying that they “were
necessary to ensure the long term viability
of the NUS”

Sheldon said that he was “in favour of
a better NUS, relevant to students, rather
than an inward organisation distant from
real students needs.”

The reform highlights ﬁve pollcy zones.
These include further education, higher

. education, union development (including

i

governance) and society and citizenship
(issues such as transportation or the envi-
ronment).

Further changes have been made to

It is Union policy
to oppose the

NUS reform
agenda.

NUS’ structure to allow for 15 Executive
Committee members rather than the cur-
rent12.

Controversial plans for the Trustee
Board haver also been ratified.

The powers of the board were limited
by amendments after several NUS dele-
gates expressed concerns about the ability
of external officials to overrule NUS deci-
sions.

According to the NUS, the power of
the trustees has been restricted to “deal-
ing with financial and legal matters.” The
trustees will be elected by the NUS del-
egates at annual conferences.

Students’ Union Education and Wel-
fare Officer Emmanuel Akpan-Inwang
said that while he was against the reforms,
“the NUS needs to stop looking inward,
and start looking forwards, addressing the
needs of the students they are elected to
represent.’
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Anti-Racism officer comes under
fire for occupation involvement

UGM dominated by aftermath of
occupation and campus tensions
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UGM |
Events at this
week’s
meeting

New UGM Vlce-chalr
elected

“I apologise for offence but won’t
back down from protest”

I e T e T S T )
Marie Dunaway ,
& Phyllis Lui

Students’ Union Anti-Racism Officer Jo-
seph Brown came under fire at the UGM
and from an Executive Committee col-

league for taking part in the occupation of

the Old Theatre and for speaking in favour
of a motion to condemn Israel.

Critics said that Brown'’s actions on the
occupation resulted in a conflict of interest
with his role as Anti-Racism Officer.

In his regular report to the UGM, Brown
said that “I have worked tirelessly in my
role as Anti-Racism Officer,” adding that
“being a Palestine officer is close to my
heart” Brown is the public relations officer
for the Students’ Union Palestine society.

Brown said one of his first acts as An-
ti-Racism officer had been organising a
recent joint event with the Israel and Pal-
estine societies and the One Voice organi-
sation to discuss peace in the Middle East.

Brown said that he had established
friendships with the Israel and Jewish so-
cieties in his eight months as Anti-Racism

Officer. “I want to work with the Israeli and
Jewish society in the future,” he said.

“I have let them down and apologise for
offence but won't back down,” he added. “I
won't stand for a government that perse-
cutes a whole nation of people,” he said, to
applause from the floor.

In response to claims that he is unable
to carry out his role as Antl Racism Of-
ficer, Brown said that he was “constantly
available online” and he had taken time
of from the occupat:on to attend his office
hour in Quad.

Brown said that the * occupahon was
positive” and did not mean to cause divi-
sions on campus.

By the end of the week, Brown also
faced criticism from Communications Of-

ficer Daniel Sheldon. Sheldon expressed '

concerns that Brown has been “compro-
mised” in his rgle as Anti-Racism Officer
and that “he has not been conscious of the
views of Jewish and Israeli students.”

Sheldon also said that Brown should
take steps to address these concerns di-
rectly and that Jewish and Israeli students
did not feel that he took the necessary
steps to address their concerns in his UGM
report.

Joseph Brown, the Students’ Union’s
Anti-Racism Officer, said that taking

- part in the occupation of the Old Theatre
had not conflicted with his official role.
Zeeshan Mahik

Communications Officer

Dan Sheldon announces

- a£30,000 budget for the

new SU Website.

Motion Passed: “Vote in
the EU elections, Stop
the BNP”

Higher Education
& Research News

Serb defence minister
Serbian defence minister Dragan

Sutanovac will be giving a talk at the

LSE on Monday as part of his visit to

the UK. It is reported that while he

is in the country he will also sign an

agreement on defence cooperation

with Defence Secretary John Hutton.
/

Intervnew inconsistency

A reader of the Times recently com-
mented that there appears to be an
inconsistency between

universities that accept students
based on interview and those that

‘don’t. They felt it strange that

someone “can be accepted into either
Oxford or Cambridge and be rejected
by Durham or the LSE”.

Top up fees

Professor of Public economics Nick
Barr has said that the cost of top up
fees does not put peaople off higher
education but that people decide not
to go onto higher education because
of poor exam results at earlier stages,
such as GCSE.

Climate “overselling”.

Lenny Smith, a statistics professor at
the LSE, believes human activities are
changing the global climate but that
climate scientists are “overselling”
their results and that some climate
models are “uncertain”.

Castro book
Emeritus Professor of Contemporary

Spanish Studies Sebastian Balfour

has just released his new book, ‘Cas-
tro: Profiles in Power series’. The book.
offers reader, “the first full retrospect
of Castro’s remarkable career right

up to his illness and withdrawal from
power in February 2008

'Men’s officer proposal rises out of My LSE motion ashes

. Keiren Buchanan
& James McGibney

: " A motion calling for the establishment of
" a Students’ Union ‘Men’s Officer’ will be
* submitted to the Union General Meeting
, this week.

, The proposer of the motion, Olly
_ Townsend had initially planned to resub-
~ mit a motion to mandate the Students’
Union Women’s Officer Ruby Buckley to
. demonstrate against the Mr LSE event.
The motion had been w1thdrawn the pre-

, vious week.
Townsend had promised to reintro-
" duce the motion at next week’s UGM and
~ spearhead the protests. He said: “We'll
ﬁght to the death for LSE's objectified

men”.

However, late last week, Townsend de-
cided to not resubmit the motion. He said:
“Seeing as we don’t want the event can-
celled, and don’t want to be too personal
to Ruby, we aren’t going to resubmit the

. motion, but however are going to submit a

motion mandating the Union to appoint a
men’s officer and to organise an oppressed
men’s forum”

The initial motion to mandate Buckley
to protest against Mr LSE was proposed by
James Bacon and seconded by Chris Hare.

The motion declared that because
Buckley “organised a protest on Miss
LSE... denouncing its objectification
of women”, she should organise a pro-
test against Mr LSE and use her status as
Women’s Officer to prevent the event tak-
ing place.

The motion maintained that “Mr LSE
objectifies men,” and Buckley “should con-

Graphic from the AU Calendar

sider the...objectification of men on cam-
pus more important than running a few
sessions on moon cups”’, an apparent ref-
erence to her role in Women’s Week.

Bacon and Hare demanded that “Lou-
ise Ruby Jennifer Buckley convene a meet-
ing of all men on campus who feel objec-
tified”, “minute the meeting of objectified
men”, and “issue a formal apology to all
objectified men” if she failed to do so.

The motion, however, was withdrawn
at the eleventh hour because of Buckley’s
angry response. Bacon told the Beaver,
“when we got news of how upset Ruby
was, we decided to pull the motion. It was
an amusing, tongue-in-cheek way to draw
attention to the double standards of the
anti -Miss LSE lobby. We never meant to
cause offence.

Buckley said that “the whole issue
rests on semantics. Women are and have

been objectified in many different ways as
the object of the male gaze. Men have over
the decades controlled the media, fashion,
art, music and most other industries. Men
have not been exploited in the same way,
but they can still be objectified in others.”

Buckley also took issue with the per-
sonal nature of the motion. “It implies an
attack on me as it refers to my full name
and not once to my official capacity as
Women’s Officer” She added: “if James had
serious concerns I'm sure he would have
raised them with me in person.’

The Mr LSE competition isstill set
to take place in week four. “The AU Exec
came up with the idea of Mr LSE as an
amusing riposte to the sensationalism that
surrounded Miss LSE,” Tom Jackson, the
AU Events Officer, said. “I'm just waiting
for the LSE Men’s Officer to make an of-
ficial complaint,” Jackson added.
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Student reaction

Anger and apathy
outnumber acclaim
for ‘new student
movement’

After a week of turmoil on campus and
the ending of the Old Theatre occupation,
the Beaver has surveyed over 500 students
on their views of the protest. The results
indicate a strong lack of support for the
student occupation, with 54 % stating
they do not agree, and a further 21 %
expressing that they do not know what to

think. The large proportion of students
not wishing to take sides could signify a
general desire to make a distinction be-
tween the student protest and the conflict
itself, or student apathy towards the Old
Theatre occupation in particular.
Jonathan Damsgaard

54% of students dlsagree with the

occupation

25% of students agree with the

occupation

21% of students don’t know what to
thmk are impartial or have mixed

views

Analysis What did the protesters demand and what did they get?

Six days, six demands - behind the scenes
of the occupation , protesters became in-
volved in a complex negotiation process
with the School, up until the final joint
statement that officially ended the pro-
test last week. The protesters’ demands,
and the negotiations that led to the final
statement, are listed below.

Joseph Cotterill and Joe Rennison

Statement of condemnation

There is some confusion over what the
protesters’ first demand originally was.
The occupiers called on the School to “re-
lease a statement condemning the Israeli
attack on Gaza and demanding a ceasefire”
in their original list of demands, and in fly-
ers which were handed out to students on
the Thursday the occupation began.

In an interview with activist video col-
lective Reel News the next afternoon, oc-
cupation spokesperson Seph Brown said
that the demand had been for the School
to condemn attacks on educational insti-
tutions, including two UN schools and the
Islamic University of Gaza.

In a letter sent that day responding to
the protesters’ demands, Howard Davies
said that the School’s Council had reiter-
ated in December 2007 that LSE would not
take a position in the Israel-Palestine con-
flict. Davies offered in this letter to make
a personal statement on the humanitarian
situation in Gaza.

Responding to Davies in turn, the pro-
testers said that LSE was “complicit in Is-
raeli aggression because of its failure to is-
sue a statement condemning it They then
proposed a compromise of Davies making
his views “public in a personal capacity,
rather than an official school statement.”

Davies said in reply on Monday after-
noon that he was “deeply distressed by the
reports of conditions in Gaza” and that he
believed that the integrity of scholarship
should be respected wherever scholars or
their institutions were threatened, or their
lives were disrupted by conflict. Davies
reiterated that he was content for his per-

. sonal views to be known.

The protesters wrote to George Gaskell
later that day. “As opposed to a statement
condemning the attacks themselves we
would be willing to accept the publication
of a statement condemning the bombing
of Gaza's Education infrastructure,” the
occupiers said. “The statement should
be displayed on the front page of the LSE
website,” they added.

A personal statement from Howard
Davies was included in the joint statement
announcing the end of the occupation last
Thursday. “Wherever in the world scholars
or their institutions are threatened, or their
lives are disrupted by conflict, I believe
all parties should respect the integrity of
scholarship and intellectual and academic
freedom and should work to minimise suf-
fering,” Davies said.

Divestment

The original statement of demands re-
leased on Thursday 15 January said that
“the LSE currently holds investments in

BAE Systems, a firm that the Campaign

against the Arms Trade states provides
weapons and ammunition for the Israeli
military.” The protesters called on LSE to
divest from BAe immediately.

Davies replied in his first letter that
“the School has no direct investments in
BAe, either in stocks or bonds.” The School
invested its own surplus in cash, he added.
Davies said that LSE maintains some en-

dowment funds holding donations from
outsiders, mainly to pay for scholarships,
and that some of this money was invested
in index funds, including for the most part
a fund called Charitrak run by Barclays
bank for charities.

This fund was indexed to equities,
“which change all the time,” he said. “Bar-.
clays have today confirmed that Charitrak
fund does not hold any BAe shares,” Davies
added. A Council working group had been
looking into ethical investment, he said.

In reply, the protesters said that Coun-
cil documents showed the School held in-
vestments in BAe in March 2008. “We are
concerned that the LSE could hold BAe
shares once again in the near future,” they
added. “We wish'to point out that the fact
that BAe shares were held ‘indirectly’ by
LSE through a tracker fund does not negate
the ethical ramifications involved,” they

said “We request a guarantee from the LSE

thatitwill never allow its fund managers to
invest LSE cash in BAe,” the occupiers said.

In his further reply, Davies said that it
would e wrong to “prejudge” the outcome
of the working group’s findings on ethical
investment. The protesters said in their
letter to George Gaskell that their concerns
had been “sidelined”. Council had been
investigating investment strategy for four
years, they said. The occupiers said they
should be allowed to submit a statement
to Council on the issue, and that Council
votes on the matter should be held using a
secret ballot.

The final joint statement said that a
Council working group had been set up on
socially responsible investment, and that
it would be “content to receive proposals
from the student body concerning divest-
ment from companies implicated in the
Israeli occupation of the Palestinian ter-

==

ritories”. Students’ concerns on ethical in-
vestment would be reported to Council, the
statement added.

Scholarships

The protesters demanded five fully paid
scholarships for Palestinian students on
the day they occupied the Old Theatre.

Davies said in his first letter of re-
sponse that Palestinian students were
eligible for several external scholarships,
one of which was exclusive to them. The
School cannot make its own scholarships
available on a national basis, as opposed
to need, he said. “We have said that we
will waive application fees for all students
caught up in the current crisis,” Davies
added.

The applications: fee waiver was ex-
tended to the West Bank on 19 January. In
response, the protesters said that applica-
tions should be discussed among LSEPSI,
the Students’ Union Palestine society, the
School’s director of administration Adrian
Hall and the Office of Development and
Alumni Relations.

The final joint statement said that “a

Palestinian Territories country page on,

the LSE website will detail all relevant
scholarships and advertise pre-departure
events for offer-holders” and that the Fi-
nancial Support Office, ODAR, and the
Palestine society would discuss recruit-
ment strategy.

Fundraising
“The LSE administration should facilitate
a ‘fundraising day’ where buckets will be in
every lecture and seminar to collect money
for the charity Medical Aid for Palestin-
ians,” the occupiers demanded in their
original statement.

Davies said that he had “no difficulty”

about a MAP collection being organised in
the School.

According to the joint final statement,
“ahigh impact and widely publicised fund-
raising day in support of Medical Aid for
Palestinians will be held, jointly sponsored
by the Students’ Union and the School”.

Books and computers

Howard Davies said he “would person-
ally have no problem” with old books and
computers being sent to Gaza, the fifth -
demand of the protesters. The protesters
subsequently demanded that LSE cover
reasonable costs of shipping for the items.
“If fee-paying students are asked to pay for
the shipping of books and computers, the
initiative will be unfeasible,” an occupation
statement said.

“The LSE will work with the students
to exploit the disposal of books and com-
puters either by School-funded direct
shipping or through recycling companies
that support charitable aims whichever is
most beneficial,” the final joint statement
said.

Amnesty

The protesters’ sixth demand was for an
amnesty for the students involved on the
occupation. Davies said no disciplinary
measures were under consideration. “We
aim to be a tolerant community and I can-
not see any case for discipline,” he said.

Online
Brown’s Reel News interview

tinyurl.com/cy5pqj (from 01.45)
School-occupier correspondence

tinyurl.com/apj44q

&
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Joe Rennison
Ali Moussavi

The executive editor of the Beaver came
under fire last week when criticisms re-
garding the objectivity and accuracy of the
the Students’ Union newspaper were heard
atlast Thursday’s UGM.

Joseph Cotterill gave his report at the
UGM which was then followed by ques-
tions from the audience.

Particular concern was raised, over a
letter printed in last week’s paper. Part of

the letter commented on a quote by one’

of the protesters who had likened Gaza to

the Warsaw Ghetto. The Jetter writer said’

that “something about that comment just
smacks of... latent anti-Semitism”.

Audience members argued that the
comment was libellous and that a front
page apology should be printed in the next
issue of the Beaver.

Cotterill and the Union’s sabbatical

. officers have affirmed their view that the
content was not libellous. As publishers of
the Beaver, the Sabbatical Officers conduct
a libel proof-reading of all content before
the paper is printed. ;

~ Cotterill said that the letter was print-
ed because it, “wasn’t libellous. I took it to
be fair comment and I took the European
Union’s rules on antisemitism into ac-
count.

“For now I'm confident that we don't
need to apologise or make a retraction for
the fair comment,” he said.

Cotterill added that outside the official
position of the paper on the issue he would
make a personal apology to the protester if
she had been offended by the letter.

Michael Deas, the Beaver’s managing
editor, did not edit the paper during the
week of the occupation. A member of the
audience who was also involved in the oc-
cupation asked why he had been “barred”
from reporting.

Deas, who had also been involved in
the “occupation, answered this himself,
saying, “the Beaver didn’t ask me not to re-
port. It was a decision me and Joseph made
together” ;

Cotterill explained that Deas could not
report “because he was on the occupation
and in most media ethics it’s highly wrong
for someone who is on an event so highly
to be reporting on it.”

~ The front page of the Beaver last week
consisted of two articles and one edito-
rial, all of which reported on the protest

“and campus opposition to Israeli actions,

in Gaza. :
“Why do all three pieces effectively

. have your name on it?” a student who had

been involved on the occupation asked.
“Do you think this is unbiased reporting?”
the student continued, adding that Cotter-
ill had previously “taken a very strong pub-
lic stance calling people who want to divest
from Israel ‘Hamas's puppets””’

Cotterill was also accused of using The
Beaver to advance his own views in the
form of an editorial about the occupation
and the motion written on the front page.

Cotterill said that “it shouldn't really
matter who writes a news article,” and that
“the editorial was written by the edito-
rial board as a whole” Cotterill pointed out
that he had contributed to and not written
one of the stories. The actual writer “in-
corporated my reporting from my website

story earlier in the week — so that’s why it's

credited,” he said.

Union General
Secretary Aled
Dilwyn Fisher at
last week’s UGM

He continued, “in reference to my ac-
tivities last year, again I repeat that was
last year... when I took on the role as ex-
ecutive editor I always knew I would have
to minimise my political views.

Cotterill took part in a delegation of
student journalists invited to Israel by the
Britain and Israel Communications Re-
search Centre, a press lobby group, in De-
cember 2007.

Cotterill’s front page news article on .

the occupation of the Od Theatre by pro-
testers received complaint because it “had
statements from the school, from the Israel
society, but nota statement from anyone in
the occupation”.

Cotterill responded saying that the
article “incorporated your [the protesters]
demands. I felt a direct quote wouldn’t add
anything to the actual news piece”

Criticism moved away from the re-
portage of the protests when Zoe Cooke,
the Union’s Societies Officer, asked Cot-
terill, “Why don’t you ever report on any-
thing the executive do which is good, like
refreshers fayre?” . )

Cotterill apologised, adding:that it
was his intention to include an article on

the Freshers Fayre, however “the enormity
of events this week” took priority over an
event at which “nothing really happened”’

Helen Roberts, the Union’s Residences
Officer, said that the Beaver had “really,
really misrepresented” her in a reported
statement by her in the UGM article. The
part of the article in question was removed
from the website when she complained
directly to Cotterill earlier in the week but
the article still appeared, unedited, in the
paper the next week.

Cotterill explained that there was
“dispute whether we really had misrepre-
sented you” among the editorial board and
that the piece was originally removed from
the website as a matter of “precaution” but
was later deemed acceptable for print.

The chair of the UGM had to move pro-
ceedings on before all the audiences ques-
tions could be answered.

Similar criticisms were discussed
when protesters and members of the occu-
pation attended the Collective meeting of
the Beaver later that evening. The collec-
tive is the electoral and decision-making

body of the Beaver.

Other occupations
Students across UK
protest Gaza war

Since the occupation of the Old Theatre
ended, students from universities around
the country have been protesting and have
held other occupations. The LSE occupiers
gave messages of support and solidarity
to these students: “We would encourage
other students to take this sort of action
and have the confidence to do so.”

SOAS was the first university where stu-
dents held and occupation. The occupa-
tion took place in the Brunei Gallery Suite.
20 students entered the gallery and locked
themselves in on the 14th January. The =
occupation was sparked by the ‘We Were
There’ exhibition by the Ministry of De-
fence in the Brunei Gallery. The exhibition
highlighted the historical contribution

of ethnic minorities to the British armed
forces. The exhibition was removed within
24 hours and the occupation ended.

King’s College London students have
occupied-a lecture theatre in their main
Strand Campus in response to King’s Col-
lege Council’s decision to award President
| Shimon Peres with an honorary doctor-
ate. 40 students started the occupation on
the 20th January. Their aims are similar
to those of the LSE occupiers but also in-
clude the revoking of Peres’ doctorate and
the College issuing a formal statement
condemning Israel’s actions in the Gaza
Strip, acknowledging particularly the ef-
fect on educational institutions. Students
remain in occupation and are still plan-
ning programmes of activities and protest
for the coming week.

Around one hundred Oxford University
students declared victory after less then
24 hours in occupation of the historic
Clarendon building at the Bodleian,
Britain’s largest university library. The
occupation began at 12 noon and ended
at 7pm on Thursday January 22, follow-
ing negotiations with the Proctors of the
University. Demands included that the
university should release a statement

in support of the right of Palestinians to
education and its support to the Palestin-
ian Academic community. The University
should condemn in particular the attack
on the Islamic University in Gaza.

Manchester Metropolitan University
held an occupation that lasted just over

a day, ending on Friday. Manchester Met
Management Security had put a food
blockade on the building where the oc-
cupiers were based, not allowing food and
drink into the building.

Birmingham University students said
they were laying “siege” to part of the °
campus’ Arts Building for around 12
hours until they were forced to leave the
room at about gpm on Wednesday 21st.
The University of Birmingham threat-
ened to remove the occupants with force
forewarning them that they would be in
“breach of the peace” if they did not leave
the building. Demands were similar to
other universities and also asked for there
to be a university Birmingham-Ramallah
Twinning Initiative. Birmingham Uni-
versity was not prepared to condemn the
actions of Israel as in original demands.

Other universities including Cambridge,
Essex, Sussex and Leeds have also been in
occupation. Demands have mostly asked
for condemnation of attacks on Gaza’s
educational infrastructure, fundraising
days for Medical Aid for Palestine, extra
scholarships for Palestinian students and
old university books and computers to be
sent to Gaza educational establishments.
As yet no UK university has openly con-
demned the attacks on Gaza by Israel.
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News

Battle of ideas joined at Islam lecture

Chun Han Wong

The ontological flaws of liberalism,
claimed Islamic intellectual activist Ham-
za Tzortzis, are responsible for the break-
down of Western liberal societies.

Tzortzis, speaking at the Hong Kong
Theatre last Friday, argued that liberal-
ism’s misplaced emphasis on the primacy

- of individual freedoms gave rise to social
atomism, with highly undesirable conse-
quences on social behaviour, economics
and foreign policy.

Islamic political philosophy, he of-
fered, would provide the effective justice
processes and social cohesiveness thatlib-
eralism could not.

Tzortzis made these comments in his

opening speech for the public debate en- .

titled ‘Islam or Liberalism: Which is the
way forward?’ The event, chaired by LSE
pro-director Janet Hartley, was attended
by over 100 students and members of the
public.
LSE academic Dr Alan Sked, the op-
posing speaker, countered Tzortzis’ argu-
ments in an indirect manner.

The senior lecturer in international
history framed his argument by assert-

ing, with references to the Koran, that the
Islamic holy book was a “book of religious
pluralism”.

According to the Koran, he said, God
wished for Muslims, Christians and Jews
to compete in doing good. The notion of
a singular religious community therefore
runs counter to the wishes of God.

Sked then asserted that liberalism,
with its emphasis on the protection of in-
dividual rights, would provide the best po-
litical framework under which the various
religious communities could co-exist and
flourish.

The event became confrontational
during the questions and answers session.
The majority of the audience questions
were directed towards Sked, challeng-
ing various assertions he had made in his
speech.

Tzortzis added more criticism, saying
that he felt “patronised” by Sked, as he has
failed to address the central premises of
the debate. - -

Sked, however, dismissed Tzortzis’
claim and countered that a debate need not
be confined by the premises dictated by
one side of the argument.

Monday 26th: Debate
Night - 6pm in NAB
2.04

Tuesday 27th: Mini
Model UN - 6pm in
Hio2 -

Wednesday 28th: Lec-
ture by Sir Richard

Jolly - 4:30pm in NAB
2.06 :

Thursday 29th: Net-
working Night -
6:30pm in the Shaw
Library

Friday 30th: Human
Rights Stories Movie
Night - 6:30pm in

"NAB 2.06

o N . A P

URAL CHARITY SHOW

brought to you by
Kknous(Coeers (3

Sunday 1st
February 2009

10
1€

Sadler’s Wells Theatre
Rosebery Avenue
London

ECIR 4TN

Nearest Tube Station is

Angel [Northern Lin

18:
Doors Open

Tickets: £15, £20, and £25

For tickets or more info
please contact Raj Mirpuri:

email: sales@lsetimeless.co.u

mobile: 07939 259 585
www.lsetimeless.co.uk
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ID cards for students

don’t make us any safer

The flawed ID cards system is being forced on vulnerable groups. We must fight to stop it.

Emmanuel

Akpan-
Inwang

LSESU Education and
Welfare Officer

e government believes it has
anew weapon in its arsenal
that will keep us safe, and aid it
in the fight against terrorism.
What better way to dissuade a

suicide bomber from blowing up a bus or
an underground train than... an ID card?

In December, the government quite
suddenly announced that all non-EU
students and marriage visa holders will
be required to pay £30 for the privilege to
of obtaining one of theses cards and sur-
rendering the information to the National
Identity Register.

The problem with the ID card scheme
is not only the card itself, but also the Na-
tional Identity Register that the biometric
data is stored on. The ID cards, the NIR
and any reliance on single identity verifi-
cation is costly, dangerous, and unneces-
sary. Ultimately and inevitably police will
demand to see it when you are stopped,
you will not be able to buy or sell in the UK
without it and if you refuse to carry it you
may find yourself behind bars.

Unfortunately, in the implementation
of the scheme the government played on
the lack of public sympathy towards for-
eigners and the country remained largely
silent. Few cries of outrage were heard.

What many failed to notice is that
this was intended to wear down those
who opposed the move: to soften us up
and normalise the concept of compulsory
ID cards - first they came for the inter-
national students and I did not speak
out, because I was not an international
student.

Next on the list of targets is another
vulnerable group in our society — stu-
dents applying for their loans will soon be
required to obtain an ID card.

As an international institution we owe
it to international students and British
students alike to not allow the govern-
ment to target and use us as a pawn in its
erosion of civil liberties.

Some have argued that those who are
concerned with the scheme are merely
paranoid and the cards are in effect no

different many other accepted forms of
identification such as, for example, our
passports.

However, passports, as faras I'm
aware, only contain a digital version
of my passport photo and some other
basic information. It doesn’t contain my
fingerprints, iris scan, DNA or what I had
for tea last night, nor do I need to carry
my passport everywhere I go, produce it
on demand or use it to buy a loaf of bread
from Sainsbury’s.

On top of this, when they inevitably
hand all of my information over to some
absent minded intern who subsequently
downloads it onto a USB stick and loses
it on the bus, some criminal could know
my life story. Our government has an
awful track record for upholding people’s
personal privacy and implementing big IT
projects.

So far the Home Office has managed
to loose the information of 25 million
child benefit claimants and their parents,
the details of three million learner drivers,
and it has misplace about eighty passports
amonth. Sowhatare the chances of them
losing our details? As if to add insult to in-
jury, they want us to pay for the privilege.

.

Why on earth should we forego our
civil liberties, surrender our biometric
data and be forced to sign up to a database
where all of us are reduced to a number
and are at the mercy of Home Secretary
Jacqui Smith’s incompetence? What the
government seems to have forgotten is
that we are individual human beings and
not their herd of cattle that can be branded
and sorted as and how they choose.

Some on the continent may wonder
what on earth the big deal is. They have
had ID cards for years and it’s about time
we did too. But in fact we have had ID
cards in this country before. During the
Second World War the ID card was seen as
a way of protecting the nation from Nazi
spies. But in 1952, Winston Churchill’s
government scrapped the cards. The.
feeling was that in peacetime they simply
were not needed. In fact they were thought
to be hindering the work of the police,
because so many people resented being
asked to produce a card to prove their
identity. This has not ceased to be true. If
this scheme is to be fully realised then we
will be subjected to the ‘tap on the shoul-
der’, commanded to verify our legitimacy.
We will all be guilty until proved innocent.

Why on earth should
we forgo our civil
liberties and be
reduced to a number?

The Union will be running a campaign
against ID cards. There will be a planning
meeting at 11:00 in room H616 on
Thursday 29th January.

Biometric informaiton, such as finger
prints, will be stored on ID cards and
he National Identity Register

Although we now live in a stable liber-
al democracy, there is no guarantee of how

this information will be used in the future. '

Although there are currently no plans for
group classification there is no guarantee
that the NIR will not be used for such
purposes in the future. Group classifica-
tion on ID cards or other official personal
documents (passports, residence permits,
etc.) force a person to be affiliated with a
governmentally-defined group and expose
persons to profiling and human rights
abuses based upon their group identity. In
times of crisis such classifications facili-
tate the targeting of persons on the basis
of group affiliation, making individuals
readily identifiable for possible detention,
deportation, or death.

At the start of the process there was
no serious discussion about the iden-
tity card scheme and a complete lack of
engagement. This scheme needs to be
dropped. And the government should
develop a more coherent strategy around
personal information use, which clarifies
the links between how government will
use personal information and the poten-
tial benefits or costs to individuals.

This will make me feel a lot safer.

—
Excuses are no good

‘Howard’s response to demands of LSE: Not

for Profit demonstrate a lack of values

Joe Sammut &
Sadia Kidwai

We welcome Howard Davies’ apology
in these pages for calling students ‘loss
making’, but the way in which he dealt
with the other concerns raised by the LSE:
Not for Profit group show the importance
of the campaign. The LSE has lost sight
of its founding principles and the non-
academic bureaucrats in charge refuse to
listen to students’ concerns.

Davies claims that it is “emphatically

not the case” that LSE’s business ethos has
caused a decline in research and teaching.
While the results of the recent Research
Assessment Exercise show that the LSE
remains a top class research centre, re-
sults of teaching quality surveys and some
of the testimonials submitted to our cam-
paign show that teaching is a real concern
thatis not being properly addressed.
Davies’ attempts to ignore such concerns
do not satisfy the students who contacted
the LSE: Not for Profit campagin to say,
“I'have lost sleep over the last few days
because my deep dissatisfaction with the
LSE has forced me to consider withdraw-
ing. I have thus far paid about £5,000 for a
reading list, and I imagine that after a fur--

ther £10,000 I will be no better prepared to
conduct primary research or enter the job
market than I had been before I undertook
this course.”

So far the School has pledged £2.5m to
improve teaching quality, but most of this
money will go towards hiring the teaching
staff necessary to keep up with dramatic
increase in student numbers. Such invest-
ment will do nothing to address a culture
in which research comes first, teaching
second.

Davies spoke of the need to defend
and uphold LSE's values. We agree en-
tirely, but are somewhat surprised that the
School is playing dirty in discussions over
ethical investment and the Shiekh Zayed
theatre.

Section 4.6 of a Council paper Dated
4th March 2008 states, “The School has
no direct holding in equities, but will
have indirect holdings through Barclays
Global Investors in companies identified
for divestment by Campaign Against the
Arms Trade, particularly Rolls Royce, Brit-
ish Aerospace and Boeing.” The Director
has since denied that the School invests

in BAe, but has refused to clarify when the
Barclays fund sold its BAe shares, reveal
what other arms companies the tracker
fund holds shares in or even acknowledge
the March 4 Council meeting. That the
School refused to issue regular updates on
which arms companies its tracker funds
invests in speaks volumes. They know that
they were lucky that the tracker fund did
not happen to hold BAe shares at the time
at which they asked, and the fact remains
that while the LSE does not have an
investment policy based on divestment,
its fund managers will invest in BAe and
other arms companies.

On the Zayed theatre, Davies’ claim
that a code of ethics was applied is also
misleading. Members of the committee
responsible for sanctioning the com-,
memoration of a dictator have confirmed
that they were not aware of Zayed’s record
before approving the donation. What sort
of code of ethics does not require those in
charge of sanctioning a donation to be in
command of the full facts before making
such a decision?

Davies speaks of trade offs. While

nobody who supports the LSE: Not for
Profit campaign would deny that tough

decisions must be made if the LSE is going

to remain a top class university, some of
the trade offs currently being made are in
the wrong direction. The School’s Fabian
values have lost out in favour of unabated
and unethical fundraising practises.
Services have lost out because of financial
‘prudence’. Students are losing out ata
University that no longer values them as
the important part of the commumty that
they are.

Over the coming weeks, Howard
Davies and the LSE administration will
attempt to mislead students, claim that
the issues at hand are too complex for stu-
dents to understand and deny the funda-
mental claim that the LSE has left behind

 its progressive, Fabian foundations. They

will say that the LSE has not lost its sense
of purpose and left students feeling ripped
off. Four hundred signatures on aletter to
be submitted to Howard Davies suggests
otherwise, and the LSE: Not for Profit
campaign will continue to fight for an
ethical LSE that cares about its students.
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Moving on from a turbulent start to term

ast week, the Bea-

ver called for calm

and closure to be

restored on cam-

pus. In the wake

of the Gaza war,
Lent term had started in a highly
politically charged atmosphere.
We thought the message was so
important that we put some of it
on our front page.

The next seven days weren'’t
exactly what we had in mind.

On the one hand, the atmo-
sphere on campus has improved
immensely. A turning point
really was reached in the joint
statement that was made by
Professar Janet Hartley and the
Students’ Union’s General Sec-
retary Aled Dilwyn Fisher last
Wednesday. And it is important
to remember that LSE is still an
overwhelmingly welcome cam-
pus in which to live and study.

- The events of a single week
would never change that.

On the other hand, there is
something wrong in the public
conversation at LSE that we have
seen before and has reared its

ugly head again. It is emphati-
cally not the fault of any one
side, either on the issue of the
Gaza war, or the Israel-Palestine
conflict, or between any student

- societies. The occupation that

ended this week, and which was
surrounded by so much anger
and fear among students, did not
cause this atmosphere, it is in
factjust the latest symptom.

Last week this newspaper
said that the occupation in the
Old Theatre had already gone on
too long to be effective or right
any more. We do not think any
better of it now, after its ending
last Wednesday.

To be blunt, the Old The-
atre occupation was leaderless,
internally divided and far too
confused in its demands. It out-
stayed its welcome even among
some students who supported
it from the outset, and support
the principle of direct action
when the need is grave and the
authorities just will not listen
otherwise.

The final joint statement that
the occupiers eventually agreed

with the School is a testament
to this ultimate failure, and it is
emphatically not the victory that
the protesters themselves have
declared.

In the first place, the protest-
ers chased a political statement
from the School on the war for
far too long, to no good end.
They sought a statement that
would have been deeply wrong
for an international academic
institution to have made, would
never have been forthcoming,
and would have added nothing
to ameliorating the suffering Is-
rael has unleashed on Gaza even
if it had been secured.

Moreover, Howard Davies
offered to make a personal
statement on the war barely a
day after the occupation began.
Almost a week later, the protest-
ers decided to accept a practi-
cally identical statement. There
was nothing in this statement
that warranted holding out for
future concessions. This situ-
ation hardly made staying on
in the Old Theatre for a second
week proportionate or fair to

the students who were affected
by the occupation. In the view
of the Beaver’s editorial board,
this seriously undermines the
occupation’s legitimacy.

The protesters also mani-
festly failed to engage with the
wider student population. The
survey this newspaper publishes
today surely reflects the divided
state of campus opinion on the
occupation itself, and the wider
issues of war and peace that
lie behind it. But it undeniably
shows first of all significant dis-
satisfaction with the occupiers,
and secondly a sizeable sector of
student opinion that simply does
not know what to think of the
taking over of one of the most
high-profile lecture theatres on
campus.

Again, that only shows how
divided campus has been under
the surface for a long time.

~ These two failings are doubly
disappointing because so many
of the other demands would be
agreed to by almost all students.
We think, for example, that a
fundraising day for Medical

Aid for Palestinians should be
organised as soon as possible to
take account of the devastation
that has enveloped the unhappy
territory of Gaza. It's important
for all of us to remember that
this campus is at the end of the
day a small place, and what-
ever tensions that exist on it are
nothing like what is currently
going on in the region now.

Keeping current events on
campus in perspective is one
part of moving forward from the
fug of accusation and counter-
accusation that has almost
drowned our Students’ Union,
and come very close to damag-
ing the heart of the wider School
community.

We should also let go of
clinging to LSE’s radical past as
something to be emulated for
its own sake. The protesters did
have serious demands based on
established grievances, even if
this newspaper did not in the
end believe justified the time and
disruption that was generated to
secure them.
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In search of pragmatic solutions

~ to conflict at LSE and beyond

We have to move beyond the history of the conflict and focus our energy on building a future

Michael |
Pelz

would like to begin by stating quite

openly that I am no expert on Mid-

dle East history. The subtle nuances

and critical moments which have

shaped this tortured region are all
crucially important to understanding the
antagonisms and hatred that continues to
exist between Palestinians and Israelis.
Yet, while history does provide us with
explanations about where grievances arise
from, looking to the past provides pre-
cious little advice about how to overcome
the current impasse. Moreover, we cannot
expect Israelis and the Palestinians to
negotiate with each other if we cannot get
along on our own campus.

Loosely throwing around accusations
of Israeli genocide, or comparing Israel’s
actions to Nazis, or alternatively, viewing
Hamas as an ‘evil’ terrorist organization
shows how far we are from any last-
ing peace. If aspiring academics such as
ourselves cannot detach ourselves from
harmful ideological statements about
good and evil, and feel the need to assign
blame in a crisis with enough blame on
each side to spread itself numerous times
over, we are doing nothing to help resolve
the problem.

To move forward, I suggest that we
check our ideological predispositions
at the door, and end the blame game.
Pragmatic solutions are needed to begin a
path towards peace, something which this
region so desperately needs.

The current conflict was entirely un-
necessary, butit is easy to see why it oc-
curred. Every death, both Palestinian and
Israeli, is a tragedy. To stop the conflict
now, and prevent it from happening in the
future, we must understand the precarious
position Gaza sits in. Owing to the Israeli
blockade, Gaza is not a viable political or
economic entity. Rather, it resembles an
overflowing refugee camp, which s all too

easily ignored by the outside world. We
can debate indefinitely whether Hamas'
rise to power was legitimate or not, but
it nevertheless brought some semblance
of order to strip, something which
corruption-plagued Fatah had failed to
accomplish.

The continuing blockade has para-
lyzed Gaza, and combined with endemic
poverty and a lack of future prospects,
provides a captive audience for Hamas’
ideological warfare against Israel. How-
ever, if Hamas truly wanted to improve the
living conditions for everyday Pales-
tinians, or take the moral high ground
which its advocates claim it has, it would
renounce its goals of the destruction of
Israel, and realise that firing rockets into
southern Israeli towns is both shame-
ful and prolongs the crisis. Quite rightly,
Israeli citizens and politicians argue that
no nation would indefinitely allow rockets
to be fired into its towns and cities on a
regular bases.

Israel also needs to be taken to task
over its response to the rockets. First off,
the leadership in Israel should have asked
why the rockets were being fired in the
first place. Is it because, as some argue,
Hamas seeks to destroy Israel, oris it
simply in response to the stifling blockade
the Knesset imposes on the Palestinian
people? Israel’s response to rocket fire in
Sderot or Ashkelon was entirely dispro-
portionate to the destruction it has caused
to the Palestinian people. Israel cannot
seriously be supportive of peace if this
war was designed simply to re-establish

its power of deterrence. Crucially, by
causing such massive casualties, the trust
needed between Israelis and Palestin-
ians to achieve peace agreement has been
shattered. Is Israel really serious about
wanting peace, or will it only accept peace
when it holds all the cards?

That being said, it must be recognised
that Israel has a legitimate right to exist,
which is something that Hamas needs
to acknowledge. Its legitimacy would be
improved, moreover, if it returned to its
original borders, a key Palestinian de-
mand. However, debating the legitimacy
of the Israeli nation-state, which some
Palestinian activists continue to do, is
time wasted. If we feel thatitis necessary
to critically review the way Israel came
about, blame shifts quickly to the West,
and why there needed to be a Jewish state
in the first place. Those discussions do
nothing to resolve the current conflict, and
only create more tensions.

urely it is more appropriate
to stop using historical argu-
ments, or ideological positions,
to assign blame to the current
conflict. Rather, we mustlook
at the future. Palestinian groups must
make it abundantly clear that they are not
calling for destruction of Israel, but rather
are criticising the unnecessary use of force
in this conflict. Questioning the legiti-
macy of Israel only provides hawks in the
Israeli cabinet with more reason to launch
attacks.
Ideally, the easiest way to bring

If we cannot detach
ourselves from
ideological
statements about
good and evil, and
feel the need to assign
blame in a crisis with
enough blame on each
side to spread itself
numerous times over,
we are doing

‘nothing to help

resolve the problem.

| about an end to this conflict is through
| confidence building measures between

Israel and Gaza. Israel needs to feel secure
within its appropriate territorial boundar-
ies, and has the right, as does every other
nation, of relative normalcy within its
borders. This security will not be reached
so long as it continues to prevent the West
Bank, and especially Gaza, from becom-
ing viable political, economic, and social
entities.

Furthermore, invading Gaza, while
it may have temporarily stopped the
rocket fire, does not address what caused
the rockets to be fired in the first place.
Similarly, Hamas must show the world
that it truly wants peace, and not engage
in reckless attacks against Israel, knowing
well what the response will be.

Finally, the various positions taken
by advocates on our campus are unfortu-
nate. The vigil for those killed in Gaza was
heartfelt and moving, but the highly-
politicised occupation of the Old Theatre
only rose tensions further. The Palestin-
ian students association motion which
failed to mention the rocket attacks, or
Israeli groups that refuse to be critical of
the Olmert government indicate just how
entrenched and distant the two sides are
from cooperation.

At LSE, as a school founded on
promoting human rights, we must con-
demn the invasion, but crucially, also the
rockets. If our own student organizations
cannot cooperate, there little chance that
political leaders in the Israel-Palestinian.
conflict will feel the need to either.

Debates must focus
onideas, not identity

Confusing criticism of a government with

its people stifles debate

Peter
Barton

n order for future debates on the

Israel-Palestine conflict to be pro-

ductive, and for relations on campus

to relax, we need to be able to

distinguish between the actions of a
government and the students and citizens
of that nationality, ethnicity or religion.

We must do this firstly to make our
stand against racist acts clear. Secondly,
we need to stop students creating a feeling
of intimidation by wrongly claiming that
criticism of Israel’s actions is directed
against Israeli and Jewish students.
Thirdly, we need to allow legitimate
debate of government actions, without
the discussion deteriorating into a racial
divide. A person’s standpoint on any issue
should be decided by their opinion - not
by their religion or ethnicity.
Alot of the recent debate on campus

around Israel and Palestine has been fo-

cused on a statement criticising the Israeli

government’s actions in Gaza, which has
been interpreted as being directed against
Israeli or Jewish Students at LSE. The im-
plicit claim is that they are indistinguish-
able. This is clearly not the case.
Everyone makes judgments about the
actions of states all the time. This opinion
is not determined by race, especially
not for those people lucky enough to be

" educated at LSE. Instead, it is a choice you

make, and one that you can change at any
time. This is why so many Israelis were
able to join the march in London against
Israel’s actions in Gaza. Their opinion was
not defined by their nationality - some-
thing which is essential in a democracy.
So a criticism of a state’s actions is not a
criticism of their people, as each person
has the option to agree or disagree with
that critique irrespective of nationality.
Disagreements on a state’s policy are no
different than any other political disagree-
ments. It is important to realise that the
criticism may not have been made on the
basis of race.

This issue is further complicated in
the case of Israel. Some people do not
see any difference between criticisms of
the state of Israel and antisemitism. In
an article in the Guardian on 16 January,
Elisabeth Wurtzel dismissed the distinc-
tion as “false”, claiming that since Israel is

“the only [Jewish] homeland”, any critique
of it equates to criticism of Jews - to rac-
ist antisemitism. By the same logic, any
critique of, say, statements from the Vati-
can, should be seen as racist criticism of
Catholics. If we are antisemitic in criticis-
ing the heavy hand of the Israeli govern-
ment and military in Gaza, logically we
would be anti-Palestinian when criticising
Hamas's rocket attacks and targeting of
civilians. Yet virtually no-one in the West
would make such a claim, and it would be
harmful to do so.

So why is it harmful to blur the
distinction between nationals and their
government? Firstly, this is the same
premise used to justify antisemitism, na-
tionalist xenophobia and terrorist attacks,
which we can’t condone. The momentyou
start equating criticism of individuals with
criticism of their states you stop seeing
them as individuals and start blaming
them collectively. This is something we
must stand against. However, this works
both ways — individuals should not take
criticism of their government as a direct
attack on their nationality or religion. We
must also allow actual complaints against
governments to be voiced effectively, to
stop extremists hiding behind legitimate
complaints against a state in order to
commit acts of anti semitism or racism.

Secondly, to claim that criticism of the
Israeli government’s actions is criticism
of Jewish students wrongly makes them
feel threatened. The motivations of the
motion at the Union General Meeting two
weeks ago, however badly worded it was,
were to make a statement condemning an
action that they thought was wrong. It was
a political message, not a racial, national
or even antisemitic one. This has been
misrepresented by groups at LSE. When
you tell people that a motion is motivated
against them they will feel threatened by
it, when in reality no harm is meant to
them. This is not to deny that there have
been incidents at LSE. But this was not
the intention of most of people who voted
for the motion, rather the actions of small
minority. They are not condoned by any-
one on the campaign. We should not let
these incidents overshadow or devalue the
points made by the motion and occupa-
tion of the Old Theatre.

Thirdly, there are useful debates that
can come from this topic, but they are hid-
den due to the polarising nature of claims
being made. Taking a certain viewpoint
is not a criticism of a certain ethnicity or
group of students. The political nature of
the student body is one of the best experi-
ences an LSE education can give you. The
students body’s diversity gives everyone

Can we hold all Israelis accountable
for the decisions made in the Knesset?
< user KRS Juai

a unique opportunity to understand why
others hold different viewpoints. This is
why raising the issue of Palestine is so
important: it forces people to think about
this terrible conflict. We lose this opportu-
nity if people think they have to defend
their nationality rather than their opinion
- because then you can’t understand other
perspectives, and dialogue soon degen-
erates into abusive yelling. We need to
discuss the issues, not ethnicities.

The LSE Students’ Union has taken
stances during the both the world wars,
on slavery, apartheid, Rhodesia, Burma,
Sudan and even the war in Iraq. The Union
has stood against actions that the majority
of students think are wrong. Equally, as
a very international institution, it seems
that we will always have students from
those countries concerned at LSE. But it
would have been a shame if we had said
we would keep silent on apartheid simply
because we had South African students.
Just because we say an action is wrong
does not mean our silence condones
others, as is obvious in the case of Hamas
rocket attacks. The Union is democratic,
and anyone can pass any motion they
want.

We should not inhibit debate because
there are different perspectives - thatis
the very reason for having debates.
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Letters to the editor

Concern over claims
in last week’s letter

Dear Sir,

I'am writing in response to the letter
from Ariel Rubin last week, in particular
regarding the comments that were made
in the letter about my friend. Firstly
Iwould like to say that my friend is a
lifelong UAF (Unite Against Fascism)
campaigner and internationalist, and
to accuse her of racism of any kind is an
injustice beyond description in words.
Secondly I would like to level the opin-
ion that maybe it is you who is being
latently prejudiced by throwing around
such severe accusations as anti-semitism
so lightly; my friend i is by no accounts an
anti-semite.

I am also worried that the Beaver
throws around the names of students so
lightly in a time when welfare is supposed
to be of utmost importance. It seems
hypocritical to offer anonymity to some
students at request, and then to publish
a letter regarding a student, voicing a
controversial accusation (that may put
that student’s welfare at risk), without
consultation.

Yours,

Mark Twyford
BSc‘10

Fim Kryt
BSc ‘10

Integrity of the
occupation

Dear Sir,

The occupation of the old theatre for
one week was a momentous occasion and
hopefully a revival of student activism
they may or may not necessarily relate
to us. Many have compared it to it to the
protests against Apartheid South Africa
seen in the LSE. Though the comparisons
are positive and we are glad that our oc-
cupation has led to many other universi-
ties taking the same stance, we must not
getlost in the novelty. Many students
have opened the doors of the old theatre
to take peeks at us during the week. We
urge those who didn’t come in when we
invited them to, or have only heard about
the occupation not to get lost in this idea
that those taking part in the occupation
are left wing radicals or naive idealists do-
ing it for the student experience. Our aims
are clear, as our reasoning behind them
legit. Many may have seen it as a publicity
stunt, thinking we are hoping to achieve
some sort of butterfly effect and change
the situation in the Middle East. Though

we are happy that 16 other universities
have joined in, I reiterate that we had spe-
cific demands that were realistic and yet
substantial, which included sending old
books to Palestine and divestment from
arms companies. Too long have we rested

. on the excuse that we have no power to

change a situation far away, but I hope
that our occupation of the Old theatre
demonstrates that we should do what we
can when we witness great crimes against
humanity.

Rawan Abdulla

Supporting the
occupier’s victory

Dear Sir,

We would like to express our un-
conditional support for the victorious
occupation of the Old Theatre by the LSE
community in solidarity with the plight
of the Palestinians. We understand that
hundreds of students, staff and academ-
ics gave their support to the occupation at

* various points throughout the week and

reignited the revolutionary tradition of
international solidarity and direct action
at LSE and across the UK.

Whilst the recent atrocities com-
mitted by the Israeli state have brought
renewed attention to the inhumanity of
the Occupation, the systematic denial of
the Palestinian right to education goes
back decades. For this reason itis all the
more important that LSE waives applica-
tion and deferral fees for anyone born or
resident in the Occupied Territories, as it
has now agreed to do.

We welcome this position and con-
gratulate those principled students who
facilitated the militant and democratic
direct action that has brought about this
agreement. *

In solidarity,
James Caspell
Ziyaad Lunat

Co-Founders, LSE-Palestine Solidarity
Initiative

LSE Students’ Union Honorary Students
Formex Members LSE Court of Governors

AU calendarwas a
good cause

Dear Sir,

This is a response to the letter writ-
ten by Ariel Rubin entitled “The Beaver’s
poor reporting”. Mr Rubin commented
that maybe the paper should focus their
reporting on issues like ‘the volleyball
team posing naked for a calendar”, imply-
ing that this is a ‘tabloid’ type story. I'd
just like to point that the naked calendar
was organised by a diligent, conscientious
student who wished to contribute to the
annual raising and giving event organised
by the students union. Trivialising her
efforts is, in her own words, “embarrass-
ingly reductionist”. This is also a student
issue which should, in my opinion, be the
focus of a student run newspaper. Let's
leave the global conflicts to the profes-
sionals who themselves struggle to always
give a fair and balanced view. In addition
it should also be noted that no volleyball
team members actually posed for the
calendar. From this fact I shall assume
that Mr Rubin has never in fact read the
sports section of the paper so is about as
well placed to comment on its content as
Estelle Cooch was to cite the scene of a
Warsaw ghetto. The phrase ‘pot calling the
kettle black’ comes to mind.

Sam Tempest Keeping
BSe ‘09

Email: editor@thebeaveronline.co.uk
: Fax: 0207 852 3733

Letters must be received by midnight on the Sunday prior to publication.
They must state your full name and be no longer than 250 words. Letters may be edited.

Focus on teaching

quality

| Dear Sir,

Louisa Clare Evans provided a
thoughtful discussion of the advantages
and disadvantages of seminar versus
lecture and class teaching in The Beaver
last week (‘More Time for Seminal Stud-
ies’). Most of her comments are based on
observation of the International History -
Department and we hope Louisa will feed

| her views into our staff-student liaison
| committee.

The Department’s experience is that
lectures remain an efficient method of
providing information and a framework
for interpretation, and for this reason we
use them in our larger survey courses as
a groundwork for classes and for writ-
ten assignments. Seminars work best
for more specialized teaching, and they
are the norm for all of our third-year and
Masters’ courses. We keep our teaching
arrangements under regular review, and
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we will, for example, be taking part this
term in a pilot project on revised feedback
procedures organized by the School’s new
Teaching Committee.

The Department has a convention that
all its permanent members of academic
staff should do undergraduate class teach-
ing. In addition we use GTAs, all of whom
have to attend training sessions organized
by the School and the Department before
they can give classes. We pay close atten-
tion to the student surveys of class teach-
ing and these suggest that our GTAs are
performing well. In the Michaelmas Term
survey our undergraduates were asked -
to rank their satisfaction with the class
teaching for their courses on a scale from
1.0 (very satisfied) to 4.0 (not at all satis-
fied). The average satisfaction rating for
GTAs in International History was 1.63.

Yours sincerely,

David Stevenson
Head of International History
Department

The Beaver’s biased

reporting

Last week’s coverage of events on
campus was not good enough

Khadi jah
Asarla &

Aliabbas
Virani

twas the straw that broke the

camel’s back. Having read the Beaver

throughout our time at the LSE, we

knew that its journalism did not have
The Times quaking in its boots. However
we did expect balanced, unbiased cover-
age of campus issues. Last week’s cover-
age of the occupation of the Old Theatre
lacked balance, creating in print a reality
that did not exist on campus.

The occupation of the Old Theatre

was an issue that divided individuals on
the LSE campus but the Beaver’s cover-
age was decidedly one-sided. There were
numerous quotes from students opposing
the occupation in an article entitled “Oc-
cupation faces backlash” and mention was
made of an anti-occupation petition.

Where were the quotes from the sup-
porters of the occupation? Why did the
Beaver not make any mention of the peti-
tion organised to support the occupation?
We do not expect the Beaver to take a po-
litical stance, because it is not the role of
a student newspaper to try and influence
its readers politically. However, it is most
definitely the role of the newspaper of the
Students’ Union to report on all issues
pertaining to campus, particularly those
that excite such strong opinions on both
sides of the debate, in a mature, informed
and fair manner. Last week the Beaver
failed to do this.

Journalists, like most of us, do have
personal opinions about political issues.
However these opinions should be kept
just that - personal. The Beaver should not

be allowed to become the soap box from
which individual reporters can peddle
their own opinions, principles and beliefs.
This is the Students’ Union newspaper,
and should therefore represent the views
of all students on campus regardless of
their political or national affiliation. Views
that disagree with those of the editor
and the editorial team should have equal
coverage in the newspaper. We do not read
the Beaver in order to discover the opinion
of the Executive Editor, Joseph Cotterill,
on the conflict in Israel and Palestine. If
we wanted to know this, we would have
an in-depth conversation with the man
himself. How very unfortunate, therefore,
that the editor who strongly supports one
party in the conflict should decide to write
two of the three articles on the front page
— with the third article being an editorial.
If that is what the Beaver considers to be
balanced reporting, we'd like to see what it
considers to be unbalanced reporting.

The Beaver’s coverage of the occupa-
tion did not include any direct quotes from
any of the occupiers, or supporters of the
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occupation - not one. At the same time,
there was a veritable barrage of direct
quotes against the occupation - with one
in particular, taken from a senior member
of the Israel Society, being repeated

over and over again. In our opinion, this
fact simply serves to highlight a style of
reporting which so utterly distorted the
truth that it appears as though the editori-

al board were reflecting last week’s events

off the back of a spoon. Whatever flimsy
excuses are served out in generous por-
tions to critical students for this editorial
mishap, the fact remains that it is not the
standard of reporting we would expect.
Particularly from a student newspaper
that professes to model itself more on The
Guardian than on the Daily Mail.

We did not actively participate in the
occupation, but we did support it. Those
who took part were the people on campus
who were most willing to stand up to
the LSE administration and to insist on
human rights for everyone — whether or
not they own a hedge fund. They risked
disciplinary measures and a confronta-

SPECRE RS N st kst

e
o e e S e R Mo

tion with the police, were the School to
have moved to get an injunction to eject
trespassers from its property. For the

* Beaver to berate the accusers for disrupt-

inglectures and allow these students to
be tarred with accusations of extremism
and antisemitism is rich when educational
institutions in Gaza are being bombed and
the student activists themselves are open
to punishment by their own institution.
These brave students didn’t hide behind
false names, notwithstanding.

~ Sohow is it that our student news-
paper, apaper thatis supposed to be run
with our money, for our interests, can
report in such a way that we should feel
uncomfortable doing what we believe

to be right just because the editorial
board doesn’t agree with us? We have to
wonder whether the paper is being run
for students like us at all, or whether it is
simply a vehicle for the self gratification
of the editors themselves. Whatever the
case, we've finally lost faith in this age old
LSE institution. George Bernard Shaw, we
hope you're not watching.
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provincial capital Goma, after hearing
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Putting Congo back on the radar

Chiara Bartoletti laments the negligence of the international community towards the DRC

e Israeli offensive in Gaza.

Obama’s inauguration and

his policies and priorities.

The news coverage and media

commentary are inundated
with reportage and speculation over these
issues, but perhaps unfairly at the expense
of other equally, if not more, deserving
matters.

One of the world’s worst humanitarian
crises is unfolding in the Democratic
Republic of Congo without arousing the
massive media coverage that it deserves.
The lack of international attention is
fostering a permissive environment for the
perpetuation of the crisis.

Nicholas (last name withheld for
professional reasons), who works for a
leading NGO in North Kivu, related to me
his frustrations with this media silence on
the situation in the Congo.

“There was a lot of media coverage
back at the end of October and beginning
of November when the CNDP (National
Congress for the Defence of the People)
was only a few kilometers away from
Goma,” he said. “It was certainly one of
the first times since the conflict started

'in 1997 that it was making international
headlines.”

“The international interest did not
lastlong and when it vanished, the media
coverage followed and the vast majority
of journalists and reporters left the
country,’ lamented Nicholas. “I think the
media coverage is terrible compared to
the gravity of the situation on the ground
and itis a pity that the Congolese conflict
seems to have no media appeal at all”

The DRC story began in the 1880s,
when King Leopold II of Belgium took
the reins over the lands initially known
as the Congo Free State. It took over 70
years of struggle and turmoil before the
country became independent in June

1960. The process quickly descended into
political and social chaos — secessionist
challenges, assassinations, coups and
counter-coups and foreign interferences
in the domestic politics of what had
become the Republic of Congo.

In 1965, General Joseph-Désiré
Mobutu seized power and laid the
groundwork for a totalitarian regime. His
rule over Zaire (renamed as such in 1966)
was characterised by corruption and the
systematic exploitation of the country’s
natural resources. After thirty-two
years of economic mismanagement and
kleptocracy, Mobutu was finally ousted
by Laurent Kabila in 1997. Unfortunately,
the change ofleadership brought neither
peace nor stability to the country.

From 1998 to 2003, the DRC was
involved in a regional conflict with
Rwanda, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Namibia
and Angola, during a period described
as “Africa’s world war”. Since 1999, the
United Nations has deployed the largest
peacekeeping mission in its history to the
DRC, while the European Union has also
contributed extensively to the stabilisation
process. But the fruits of these efforts have
yet to be realised.

Although the war technically ended
in 2003, the violence and bloodshed
persists. The conflict in North Kivu stems
mainly from the 1994 Rwandan genocide,
in which many of the current actors were
involved. The belligerents include Tutsi
rebels (CNDP) led by General Laurent
Nkunda, Rwandan Hutu rebels of the
Democratic Forces for the Liberation of
Rwanda (FDLR) and the Mai Mai, a pro-
government Congolese militia. In the
north-east the Lord’s Resistance Army,

a Ugandan Christian sectarian militia
under the command of Joseph Kony, are
perpetrating a wave of atrocities as well,
resulting in the displacement of about

100,000 people.

Another shocking fact about the
conflictin DRC is the widespread use of
child soldiers. “All the armed actors in the
conflict, whether the regular Congolese
army, rebel groups or self defense groups,
have in the past recruited children and
are all believed to be still doing so,” said
Nicholas. “Children as young as 10 are -
being abducted by rebel armed groups and
forced to join them.” '

The conflict has burgeoned into one
of the world’s worst humanitarian crises.
5.4 million people have died from war-
related violence, disease and hunger since
1998. According to International Crisis
Group, more than a thousand people still
die everyday. The tragedy of this conflict
is perhaps matched only by its complexity;
a three-dimensional conflict involving
international actors, state and sub-state
groups and neighbouring countries. There
is also another dimension to the conflict.
The different factions are trying to gain
land, and vie for the natural resources
for which the DRC is known - gold,
diamonds, oil and'minerals. Ethnicity is
also at play, as forces are generally aligned
along Hutu and Tutsi lines.

Since 20 January, Rwandan troops have
operated in North Kivu with the consent

of the Congolese authority to help disarm

the FDLR, but the United Nations Mission
in the DRC (MONUC) is not involved

in this operation. It appears that many
armed groups have joined the regular
Congolese army and that some men of
General Nkunda have given up their arms.
Prospects of peace may have received a
timely boost with the capture of General
Nkunda last Thursday during ajoint
Congolese-Rwandan operation. However,
the road towards a lasting resolution to
the fighting remains a long and hard one,
as other armed groups are still active,

5.4 million
people have died
from war-related
violence, disease
and hunger since

1998

while the plight of internally displaced
persons (IDP) worsens.

Nicholas tells me that the situation
within IDP camps around Goma is
increasingly worrying. There is currently
an urgent need for food, after the World
Food Program’s reduction of rations by
half since May due to the rise in food
prices. A range of problems have arisen
from this shortage. People try to make
money through prostitution or hazardous
labour, just to be able to buy some
food, and children are involved as well.

In addition, armed soldiers regularly
penetrate into the camps, even though
they are not allowed to. Some of them
proceed on drunken rampages, raping the
refugees or looting the camps.

Precious humanitarian aid is also
denied to many within the Congo due to
the lack of access to certain areas of the
country where people desperately need
help. With territory comparable in size
to Western Europe and a population of
roughly 60 million people, the DRC suffers
badly from poor transport infrastructure.
Worse still, humanitarian agencies are
also unable to work in areas where the
conflict is still going on due to the lack of
security provision. 3

The situation is dire, and Nicholas
can only hope that the rest of the world
pays more heed to the plight of millions in
central Africa.

“Hundreds still die every day in the
Kivus,” he said. “From violent death,
hunger, or disease, most of them
preventable. . :

“Itis the deadliest conflict since World
War II and it should never be forgotten or
reduced to a couple of lines in the back
of a newspaper, no matter what else is
happening in the world, whether itis in
Gaza or Washington DC.”
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WONDER IF THE LSE
IS TRULY SOULLESS

HOUGHTON
STREET WL

Photo from the Beaver archive

Socialist, careerist, hedonist?

Social or academic life, campus or city experience, Dev1ka Menon says it’s all about trade—offs

ettmg accepted into the LSE
is a big deal. In fact, where

I come from, it is huge. The
reactions [ get are varied, but
almost always one of subtle

- admiration. Eyebrows are raised, names
of famous alumni are dropped, and people
automatically assume you are one of the
cleverest people in the world.

Indeed, the LSE has a reputation for
producing respectable, if not outstanding,
graduates; heads of state, rock stars, Nobel
laureates and what not. Unfortunately,
this esteemed reputation does not extend
to the, perhaps non-existent, social scene
atthe umvers1ty When asked about
their opinions on social life at the LSE,
most people would pull a face, give an
exasperated laugh and begin comparing
it to other universities, or simply say “it's
shit”. There is surely a marked contrast
between the two reactions. Does the
competitive nature of our students
interfere with their ability to enjoy the
university experience and appreciate
the diversity they are exposed to in one
‘of the most cosmopolitan educational

institutions in the world?
Some would say so. The terms ‘LSE
sharks’ and ‘investment wankers” have
been affectionately thrown around to
emphasise students’ career-oriented focus

-and hard work. Despite these rather harsh

words and perhaps inaccurate stereotypes,
there is still no denying that students at
the LSE work far more and relax far less
than those at the vast majority of other UK
universities. _

Still others believe that socialising
in this university occurs at a rather
superficial level. A second year
undergraduate believes it is more about
‘convenience, self interest and the sake
of networking’ than for genuine interest
in the other person. According to
some, socialising at the LSE is all about
networking and finding a framework for
future contacts.

Many students attribute LSE’s
deficiency in social life to its lack of a
contained, sprawling campus that can be
found in other cities around the country.

Missing out on a true ‘campus experience’

is a disappointment voiced by those

Ultimately, your
university
experienceis
what you make
ofit |

who have been to visit other universities
which do have them. They feel that the
congregation of the entire student body in
the same area contributes to the unity of
the school and provides an ideal ground
for socialising. The LSE campus, while
ideally located at the centre of London,
hardly promotes social interaction
between fellow students or those who stay
at the various halls of residence which are
scattered across the city. This is perhaps
the unavoidable reality of studyingin a
city campus, and there might be a trade
off between enjoying a city as exciting
and cosmopolitan as London and a more
‘homely’, contained campus life.

Of course, this opinion is not shared
by everyone. There are those who love
the social life at the LSE. Those who
think our lack of a proper campus is more
an advantage than a loss and genuinely
believe that if you are looking to have a
good time, you have to make it happen
for yourself. Some enjoy the relative
disconnection of the LSE experience and
enjoy tailoring their social activities to
their individual preferences; not having a

ublqultous campus life forced down their
throats. There is no dearth of societies

to join and events to attend, no shortage
of people to talk to, and of course there

is the all-unifying, drunken mess thatis
Crush (Fresh). Ultimately, your university
experience is what you make of it.

As much as we like to whine about all
that the LSE cannot offer us, the fact of the
matter is that a degree from this School
is worth a lot more than one from most
other campus universities. This comes at
aprice.

After the first year, the focus for a
lot of students turn to career options,
internships and a giant workload that
never seems to ease. For the lucky few that
master the art of time management, the
LSE is the best place to be — a prestigious
institution in the heart of London with
no shortage of things to do. For the rest
of us who don't, as a very good friend of
mine wisely said: it’s all about delayed
gratification!
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The cold wars within our walls

+ Chun Han Wong offers an explanation for the chilly social environs along Houghton Street

is place is just cold.”

It was just about
freezing out on
Houghton Street,
in midst of a wintry
December evening. The sun had long set,

leaving us staring at our own misty white

breath, punctuated by puffs of cigarette
smoke and modest sips of cheap alcohol.

“No one talks to each other, and if they
do, they just want to know which bank or
internship you're going for.”

I quickly realised that my acquaintance
had not been stating the obvious about
the miserable weather and offered a

- meek smile in agreement. Indeed, up
to that point, I still wasn’t quite sure
who she was, having drifted between
conversations and kept a pensive silence
most of the time.

“No one says ‘hi’ when you run into
them again,” she continued, “or even
remembers your name.”

I contemplated asking a friend beside
me to save my embarrassment. ButI
kept my cool and played along. With
quick wits and a little finesse, I steered
the conversation towards safer ground.
Insofar as a contentious discussion on
‘South Africa’s post-Apartheid troubles
could be considered as such.

Despite surviving this perilous episode
with my pride intact, the close brush
with public humiliation nonetheless
left me shaken yet intrigued by Fiona’s
resounding insights (Ilearnt my lesson
and her name quickly). A pressing
question has remained with me since:
why are unsociable individuals in such

- abundance within our School? -

With over 8,000 brilliant minds hailing
from a myriad of cultures enmeshed
in a small academic domain famed for
intellectual enquiry and progressive
discourse, surely one can expect from the
LSE a tightly-knit student community,
bonded in mind and boisterous in spirit.
Solidarity in ambition, specifically
lucrative careers in investment banking,
should have gone a long way in fostering a
sense of identity and belonging.

But alas, herein lays the catch. To get

ahead and break into the hallowed halls of

high finance within the City, one must not
be averse to toe-treading or even outright
hostility. If all is fair in love and war, then
the LSE, replete with austere concrete
facades, might just be the Alamo. No
quarter is asked, and none is given.

Controversial as this may be, I hazard a
telling comparison with our auld enemies
at Oxbridge. With an epic blood feud
dating back into the remote recesses of
history, namely the Thirteenth century,
Oxonians and Cantabrigians have an
established outlet for their youthful
angst and bold ambition. The individual
trials and tribulations of mind and body
are institutionally externalised into this
legendary rivalry and embodied in a
collective abhorrence of the Other, with
the annual Boat Race and Varsity Match
providing ample opportunity for cathaitic
release. -

On the contrary, we Londoners suffer
from a dearth of inter-varsity contest. In
truth, King’s, UCL and Imperial are often
dismal subjects of derision and even
physical affray (that heady December
day in 2005 when our riotous Athletics
Union ploughed destructively through
King’s remains notoriously legendary),

‘but such fractious confrontations are

almost exclusively sporting encounters,
limited to testy sideshows on distant
playing grounds. Even in the area where it
matters most, not least for pragmatic LSE
careerists, academic specialisation by the
various London universities mean that
competition is to be found amongst peers
and not unseen opponents from rival
institutions. Regrettably, with the enemy
lurking within, LSE students.can hardly

"be blamed for their ruthless skulduggery

whilst competing in the vicious rat race to
success. :

But maybe I go too far in pinning the
blame on the inner evils thatreside within
our hearts. After all, hope springs eternal
from the human breast (allegedly). Maybe
the communal ills of our School can be
attributed elsewhere. Perhaps an easy
scapegoat can be found in the uninspiring
environs in which we study. If architecture

In a campus that
intrinsically
rejects warmth
while
engendering
callous |
competitiveness,
is it any wonder
that its students
are reduced to
being aloof, gift-
bearing Greeks?

does in fact reflect an institution’s culture
and ethos and not merely the lurid utopian
fascinations of pretentious draughtsmen,
then the drab grey exteriors of our School
buildings could possibly be held culpable
for our icy social atmosphere.

Back in the day when I was still
toiling tirelessly within the Singaporean
educational pressure cooker, school
campuses never failed to provide a
focal point of human activity. It might
well be the canteen; the sweet aroma of
affordable delicacies so alluring during
lunch breaks. Perhaps the basketball
courts; occupied by restless students
shooting hoops for afternoons on end.

Or simply lush greenery; welcoming and
tranquil surroundings for meaningful
conversation.

The LSE offers a paltry selection of
cosy corners in comparison. The only
greenery of any appeal lies on the fringe
of the campus, and the dingy London
weather often renders that option moot.
Forced indoors in the quest for comforts,
one is driven to further despair by the
sub-par fodder served at over-priced
catering establishments. Houghton
Street too provides little relief; the
thoroughfare being constantly swamped
by corporate advertisers and hyperactive
event promoters. Even our aesthetically-
pleasing library has degenerated into a
hotbed of ill-will, host to inconsiderate
conduct and vindictive struggles for study
space. In a campus that intrinsically
rejects warmth while engendering callous
competitiveness, is it any wonder that its
students are reduced to being aloof, gift-
bearing Greeks?

But perhaps I descend too easily into
disparaging indictment. Surely, one «
might retort, the LSE campus does afford
tangible benefits of some measure. Its
location within Britain’s financial and
political nexus can’t do us any harm, can
it? Cosmopolitan London represents
almost all there is good to the nebulous

3

phenomenon of globalisation; an eclectic |

mix of diverse cultures and, somewhat
controversially for a Fabian institution,
the sustenance of First World economic

prosperity. For better or for worse, the
name of the LSE has become inextricably
linked to this force of social and economic
integration; its graduates fill the ranks of
banks and governments worldwide while
its academics play jester to sovereigns

of political and economic empires. But
what of the Fabian ideals set forth by

our founders? One suspects it matters
little to the pockets, and concordantly the

_consciences, of LSE students. Such is the
_sad corollary of living in financial times.

Moral bankruptcy aside, I return to
the social ineptitude that infests our
School. The double-edged nature of the'
globalisation sword, I allege, is driving
the proverbial nail into the coffin of the
better side of our human nature. The
advent of the information age, while
revolutionary, had delivered a protracted
eulogy for the slow death of interpersonal
relations. Social discourse in the flesh is
patently overrated; MSN Messenger and
Facebook provide easy substitutes. While
this demise is not unique to the LSE, the
inhibitive composition of internal rivalry
and unwelcoming architecture provide
the perfect foil for this growing menace .
to work its evils; the iron triangle of
frostiness is complete.

On what grounds do I deliver such
scathing accusations? I'd quite like
to see myself as a forthright preacher
perched on the moral high ground, being
all haughty and condescending within
realms of reason. ButI am sadly not. Be
it averting eyes from vaguely familiar
faces, mumbling obligatory salutations
to acquaintances, or plainly turning tail
to flee from social embarrassment; I am
guilty as charged. Nor can [ offer an exit
strategy from this sociological quagmire;
I'm but a historian, keenly observant
but woefully helpless in the face of the
grand narrative. Perhaps such are the just
desserts for our exploitative capitalist
inputs into society; our retribution for
bad karma. But dwell in denial I shall not.
Futile it may be, fruitless it could prove,

I am stepping out of line to blow the
whistle.
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Chris Westgarth finds disturbingly much in common between the visionaries of 1997 and 2009

tching the Obama inau-
guration, I was filled with
a daunting sense of déja
vu. Odd, you might think,

considering the unprec-

edented nature of his rise to the American
presidency. The first ever non-white chief
executive of the world’s most influential
nation is an entirely unique achieve-
ment. But as Obama smiled and stumbled
nervously through his oath, I remembered
very acutely the last time I felt this same
mix of excitement and hope that things
were going to change.

Aged nine, I was already an indoc-
trinated socialist, despite the lack of any
great awareness of the wider political
arena. As young as five, I can remember
my parents lambasting the cruelties of the
Tory government. I also recall watching
Brassed Off, a film on the forced closure
of a Yorkshire mine, and finding myself
genuinely invigorated towards politics in
away perhaps I should not have been at
that age. :

It wasn’t just me though, across the
country there was anger at eighteen years
of social strife and a hope that there might
finally be somebody in charge of the coun-
try who would value life above money.

My dad, from whom Ilearned most of my
political values, had watched as Easington
Colliery, where he grew up, plunged to
depths of unemployment and despair that
someone born in the Home Counties and
raised at Eton would never understand.
The City boomed but communities crum-
bled. It was a bleak picture that would lead
on to the New Labour slogan: “Things can
only getbetter”. :

Eighteen years had passed since Mar-
garet Thatcher fatefully stepped through
the doors of Number 10 and following
the disappointment of 1992, an election

Labour ‘couldn’t lose’, there was genuine
fear that it would never again challenge
for government. But there was that word,
‘hope’. Finally, as voters rallied to remove
John Major’s government of sleaze, there
was belief that change was coming. In
homes across the country, families crowd-
ed round television screens and watched
eagerly as Tory stalwarts fell.

‘It was an incredible evening as expec-
tations surged but were surpassed again
and again — redemption as Neil Hamilton
lost his epic battle with independent can-
didate Martin Bell, smugjoy as Edwina
Currie too fell victim and downright
disbelief as Michael Portillo was trumped
by then little known Labour candidate
Stephen Twigg. I was perhaps too young
to understand the true meaning of the
fall of these Tory icons but I had avidly
followed as Bell, a former BBC reporter,
harried Tory sleaze hound Hamilton into
political and public destruction. It was

“an electoral landslide that was almost

unprecedented. Labour won its highest
number of Parliamentary seats ever at 418,
while the Conservatives were smashed to -
their lowest share of the vote in nearly a
century.

So there it was, a night of passion
and excitement, not unlike 4 November
2008. As Tony Blair stood triumphant, he
summed up the feelings of a battle-weary
nation with the words, “A new dawn has
broken”. We truly believed that change
was here and that the years of Thatcher-
ism had come to an end. To put it bluntly,
we were wrong.

We really should have seen it coming
and I am sure that some did. Labour’s
campaigning team was a slick fund-
generating machine that did away with -
the shackles of previous defeats to sell the
party as new and ready to reform. Party

In 1997, we were
sold a dream that
never came true.
A nation’s
expectations
were crushed just
as they had been
many times
before

leader Tony Blair had controversially done
away with the cornerstone of the Labour
party manifesto, Clausa IV, which advo-
cated strong socialism, full employment
and nationalisation. In its place was put

a piece of political meandering, so gen-
eralised that its niceties made it entirely
ambiguous. This was the price we had to
pay for victory - the young, hot-blooded
Blair. The left of the party bravely resisted
but then caved in, perhaps too tired of
trying to win battles through painful
industrial action. Blair remained adamant
however, and still does to this day, that his
new party remained socialist in soul if not
on the face of it.

Yet slowly but surely since 1 May 1997
our hopes were dashed. Conservative
spending plans were to be kept in place for
the first three years and privatisation was
no longer the dirty word it should have
been. New Labour set about continuing
the Tory masterpiece of free market dysto-
pia. There were indeed some silver linings:
the minimum wage, the abolition of nearly
all hereditary peerage and eventually dra-

| matic rises in public expenditure. But the

tapestry of New Labour politics was clear;
the world of unregulated finance, greed
and the preservation, if not expansion, of
the colossal gap between rich and poor.
Did they lie to us? Were we tricked?
1 don’t think so. Until last year, John
Prescott remained closely tied to the head
of the party. While he was in many ways
a bumbling idiot (for some reason that
also seems to endear us to Boris Johnson),
he still carried the scars of 1980s social-
ism to prove that he still believed that
‘the many’ deserve better. Even Gordon
Brown appears to yearn for a return to a
more regulated economy that helps foster

-a meritocracy. :

So why did dreams flounder so

helplessly? The answer is that political
realities proved far too great for Tony Blair
and Co. to reverse. The free market and
deregulation was embedded in our culture
after eighteen years of brainwashing and
the fat cats of London weren’t about to let
it go just because a few million people had
expressed a belief that they should. Blair
himself began with all the good will of
any socialist but was before long hailing
messages from God to go to war with Irag.
It wasn’t good enough redistribute wealth,
he needed to know that his portrait would
appear alongside those of Churchill and
Thatcher — tough leaders who had led
Britain to victory abroad. He became ob-
sessed with shaping his historical legacy.
War carried political glamour but it killed
off any remaining hope that Labour was
going to create a ‘better Britain’.

I return to the present, as Barack
Hussein Obama ushers in another era

“in American politics. He undoubtedly

genuinely believes in change. I've read
his books and listened attentively as he
conjures up visions of a better world, but
I've heard it all before. In 1997, we were
sold a dream that never came true. A na-
tion’s expectations were crushed just as
they had been many times before. Obama
has given not just his own country but the
entire world a belief that things are about
to get better. He is without question a
good man, but does that make him a great
president? Only time will tell, but under
weight of expectation not seen since the
election of John F. Kennedy, the pessimist
in me is inclined to think that whatever
he does achieve, we will expect more. The
optimist hopes that this won't be another
false dawn; another instance of change we
believed in but not change we saw.
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Obama’s Havana outreach

e intelligent and noble
face of the first black
president of the United
States ... had trans-

. formed itself under

the inspiration of Abraham Lincoln and
Martin Luther King into a living symbol of
the American dream”.

These slightly convoluted words of
praise come not from the mouth of a Eu-
ropean leader seeking favour with the new
President, but from that of the perpetual
thorn in America’s side- the legendary
Fidel Castro. Almost a year since giving
up control of the communist Caribbean
island he had reigned over since the revo-
lution 0f 1959, it seems the former dictator
may be mellowing in his old age. It also
suggests that Obama’s victory may mark
the beginning of a change in the relation-
ship between these two old enemies, par-

(«

| ticularly now that Fidel’s more progressive

brother Raul is in charge.

While Havana may have started flut-
tering its eyelids at President Obama, it
will be down to Washington to make the
first serious move in any thawing of rela-

tions. The new US President made a great
deal of his willingness to ‘extend a hand’
to America’s enemies in his inauguration
speech last week. But whether the Castros
are willing to ‘unclench their fist’ suffi-
ciently to allow Obama to stretch the hand
of American largesse 9o miles across the
Caribbean, it remains to be seen.

The first thing item on the table for
Havana, of course, is the US embargo
that has crippled the Cuban economy
since its imposition in 1962 by America’s
last bright new prospect, John F. Ken-
nedy. Those hoping for a relaxation of
the embargo should not get their hopes
up; President Obama has consistently
emphasized that the embargo will not be
lifted under his regime. After all, he needs
the votes of Cuban exiles in the crucial
swing state of Florida if he is to secure his
second term in 2012.

However, there are reasons to be op-
timistic. The president has said that if the
country begins to move toward embracing
democracy, then the future of the embargo
will be up for discussion. Unlike previous
presidents, Obama has pledged to engage

directly in talks with the Cuban leader-
ship. This suggests he is hoping for change
in Cuba under his watch, and he has let

it be known that he hopes his positive
advances towards Cuba might help assist
in that change.

President Obama has also pledged to
ease travel restrictions for Cuban Ameri-
cans wishing to visit their families on the
island or send them remittances, a policy
he hopes will be ‘our best tool for helping
to foster the beginnings of grassroots
democracy on the island’

After the jubilant scenes on the Mall
last week, the Obama Effect is at its peak.
Even Fidel can’t help but sound excited
about the new American President. In
Cuba, as in many other places around
the world, this is the best opportunity in
a generation for America to really make
some headway on some of the most
intractable problems of our time. Cuba
has made eyes to the new president; the
question is: will they be ready to go all the
way?

Behold the rising student fervour

o less than sixteen univer-

sities across Britain held

occupations in solidarity

with Gaza in the last two

weeks. Itis almost certain
that the figure will continue to grow in the
week ahead. And while the number of core
activists has been small - it has rarely
exceeded one hundred in any one institu-
tion — the latest wave of student struggles
has nevertheless marked a qualitative leap
in student activism.

Students have been central to the anti-
globalisation and anti-war movements
that started with demonstrations against
the World Trade Organisation ministe-
rial conference at Seattle in November
1999. These demonstrations marked
the beginning of a wave of protests that
spread around the United States and the
rest of the world. Between April 2000 and
July 2001, as many as eleven cities, from
Davos to Seoul, saw similar mobilisations
against capitalist globalisation.

The movement gained momentum
following the US invasions of Afghanistan
and Iraq after 9/11. It reached out beyond
the politically active minority that was
prepared to fight capitalism to a mass of
people who were angered by seemingly
uninhibited belligerence of the world’s

only superpower. Tens of millions dem-
onstrated on 15 February 2003 in an esti-
mated 600 cities across the world against
the invasion of Iraq. Even for those not
old enough to have been marching then,
the Stop the War Coalition has become a
household name.

Since the movement failed to stop the
war, however, it has visibly become less
active. Still, it managed to rally together
hundreds of thousands on the streets
when Israel took military action against
Lebanon in 2006 and Gaza in 2009.

Itis almost by definition that the
youth have remained deeply embedded in
the movement. They are not constrained
by fixed working hours of by the daily
grind over the long haul. Put differently,
they have not had to get ajob and “face re-
ality”, as any self-respecting, middle-class
liberal daily newspaper will tell you.

A report from the Guardian on 23
January states that “the ongoing Palestin-
ian-Israeli conflict has drive hundreds of
students to act. But they [are] still a tiny
minority. Officials at Warwick — where
students have demanded an end to links
with BAE, GE Aviation, MBDA, Qinetiq
and Rolls Royce — pointed out last week
that more than 1, 000 students had attend-
ed a careers fair where those companies

were represented. Careerists, it seems,
outnumber the idealists.” :

Notwithstanding the logic leap neces-
sary for the acceptance of the notion that
all those students who went to the fair
were ‘careerists’, the Guardian, as most
champions of the status quo do, is com-
mitting an even more serious error in its
analysis. It is behaving a little bit like Wile
Coyote chasing the Road Runner over a
cliff — Wile Coyote keeps running until
he realises that he is no longer on firm
ground, and only then does he begin to
fall. .
Similarly, the Guardian seems reluc-
tant to acknowledge or assess the prob-
able impact of the economic downturn
on the graduate market and therefore,
student activism as a response to this.

So let me offer my own prediction:
the more protracted the downturn, the
more numerous, militant and effective the
student movement will become.

Perhaps then, the Guardian will
recognise what is going on: we who took
partin a series of occupations are gaining
new experiences and forging a new unity
of action, starting first on campus. When
a crisis strikes, we will be ready to ignite
wilder struggles. 4

Viridian
For those in peril
beneath the sea

Justus Rollin

Environment and Ethics officey

The world’s oceans are seemingly vast and
limitless. Human technology is, however,
capable of not only harming but also de-
stroying marine ecosystems and threaten-
ing human food supplies. Currently, an
estimated 75 per cent of fish stocksare
either depleted or threatened by extinction
because of commercial exploitation.

An example of the government and in-
dustry failure is that of the Blue Fin tuna.
Once plentiful, Blue Fin colonies have
been in constant decline. In the 1950s, the
Blue Fin was fished in the North Sea and
the Norwegian Sea. However, fish stocks
declined so rapidly that now there is
hardly any tuna left in the North Sea. Even
in the Atlantic and Mediterranean Sea,
the last ten years have shown a dramatic
decline in tuna, with record lows being set
every year.

Although scientists have constantly
been warning governments of the danger,
the European Commission has refused
to reduce the fishing quota sufficiently,
against scientific advice. Up to 22,000
tonnes of Blue Fin tuna may be caught le-
gally every year, in contrast to the recom-
mended 15,500 tonnes. Worse still, illegal
fishing is expected to bring actual figures
close to 61,000 tonnes.

Every year, there are fewer tuna left,
and the remainder are getting smaller and
younger. The quota for this year allows for
all or nearly all of adult Blue Fin tuna to be
caught, with serious implications for the
sustainability of the Blue Fin community.
Furthermore, spawning grounds are not
protected, so the survial of this species is
under serious threat. The situation is so
grave that at the end of last year, the Bush
administration accused the European
Union of over-fishing tuna and suggested

- aban on the fishing of Blue Fin tuna.

The fishing techniques used to catch
tuna are highly damaging to marine
ecosystems - at least one kilogramme out
of ten is considered a “wasteful” by-catch.
This “wasteful” by-catch often includes
endangered sharks and sea turtles.

Besides Blue Fin tuna, other tuna
species should be looked after just as well. -
Britain is the world’s second largest con-
sumer of tinned tuna after the US. Most
of these tuna species are either exploited
or threatened by extinction. Clearly, the
destruction of marine ecosystems is
dramatic and exemplifies the failure of
governments and the industry to regulate
fishing. Itis imperative that the fish stocks
be maintained and kept sustainable.

Consumers can have their say too.
While “dolphin free” tinned tuna is no
guarantee that endangered sea turtles or
sharks have not been killed, organic aqua-
culture and the MSC certification are ac-
ceptable labels to follow and should guide
consumer choices. The World Wildlife .
Fund and Greenpeace regularly produce
consumer guides to help consumers make
informed choices. :

As governments and industry fail to
act, it is up to us consumers to save the
seas. :

Measured
musings

Restoring our faith in journalism

rom the Economist to the Guard-
ian, the New York Times to CNN,
and the Beaver to the Warwick
Boar, there are few headlines,

be it in daily broadsheets,

| international news channels or student
| newspapers, that don’t include some form

of coverage of the recent Israeli offensive

| in Gaza.

Given the wave of protests, dem-
onstrations and student activism that
we have become all too familiar with, it
is hard to imagine that there is no link
between the two.

Undoubtedly, issues that involve a
greater humanitarian tragedies and are

| much larger in scale would attract pro-

portionate media attention, which in turn

| provokes a proportionate reaction from

governments and the public. Awareness

“about important issues of our time is

invariably raised through the media.
However, it sometimes seems that the

media accords disproportionate amounts
of attention to certain issues; all news
reporting and editorial judgement are
clearly subjective. What makes “news”

to some may not have the same effect on
others.

Another recent example would be
that of the Olympics, which threw China’s
long-criticised violation of human rights
to the forefront with renewed fervour.
Many protestors took the streets, demon-
strating against the Chinese Communist
Party’s violation of human rights in Tibet,
and disrupting the torch relay in major
cities across the world, from London to
San Francisco.

Of course, one might argue that an
event as high-profile as the Olympics gave
people more incentive to once again take
to the streets and protest against China’s
rather atrocious human rights record. But
as honourable as these sentiments are, it
seems slightly puzzling that other crises,

such as the recent tensions between Hutus
and Tutsis in the Congo and the ongoing
conflict in Sri Lanka between the govern-
ment and Tamil Tigers, have received
farless media attention. Following this,
there has been far less awareness “on

the ground”, and thus less acted upon by
international civil society.

If there is any blame to be accorded in
this issue, it should lie on the shoulders
of the media and the individual journal-
ists themselves. The journalism industry,
gasping and flailing for air as it drowns in
financial difficulties, has prioritised sav-
ing the banking industry before saving its
own credibility and purpose.

Foreign correspondents who report
from war zones and crisis regions have
earned much respect for their bravery and
their commitment to fair and accurate
reporting. But perhaps the glamour of the
job has gotten to their heads. Attending
a talk from Barry Langridge, BBC World

Service Regional Head for Africa and the
Middle East, it is hard not to sense that
these correspondents wear job titles like
“Middle East Correspondent” or “Iraq Bu-
reau Chief” like a badge of honour; more
wrapped up with the glamour of high-
profile stories, at the expense of a more
altruistic passion to report on pressing
issues around the world.

Media and the journalists can do so
much to raise awareness, stir emotions
and galvanise action in the name of very
noble humanitarian causes. Perhaps the
question every media organisation has to
ask itself is what have they not covered
today? Perhaps the pressing priority for
us, in Charlie Beckett’s words, is to save
journalism so it can save the world.

Shibani Mahtani
Features Editor
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Redemption for international justice

orth offers ideas for change in the struggle for international criminal justice

ost people could probably
name somebody brought
before an international
criminal tribunal.
Whether itis Slobodan
Milosevic or Radovan Karadzic, both
tried for crimes in the former Yugoslavia,
or perhaps even Theoneste Bagosora,
recently charged to be the ‘mastermind’ of
the 1994 Rwandan genocide.

However, the same probably would
not apply for Ratko Mladic, Chief of
the Bosnian Serb Army and accused
of genocide and other crimes against
humanity, or Joseph Kony, the leader of
the Ugandan ‘Lord’s Resistance Army’
who is accused of abducting twenty
thousand children in Northern Uganda, or
even Omar al-Bashir, the Sudan President
accused of culpability for the Darfur
genocide. All these men are, amongst
many more, blood-stained, guilty and yet
free.

The concept thatled on to the creation
of the International Criminal Court
was born at the Nuremberg Trials; the
horrors of Nazi atrocities shocked the
international community into a resolution
to work together to deal with crimes of
this magnitude. A righteous sense of
finality seemed to promise a future —
under the aegis of the United Nations — of
justice. But in the sixty-over years that
have since elapsed, too many of the worst
perpetrators of crimes against humanity
have escaped. Too many remain scot-free.

The international community has let
so many people down in times of genocide

_.and war, in places like Cambodia, East
Timor and Rwanda. But perhaps the
greater travesty is that no international
institution has genuinely resolved to take
action for these victims; a new system
must be made immediately. -

There are problems abound in the
existing international legal framework.
The United Nations does not have a
permanent criminal court; it can form ad

hoc tribunals, as it did for the events in
former Yugoslavia and Rwanda. However
these courts are inefficient, ineffective and
under-funded.

In Rwanda, the International Criminal
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) was set-
up in 1995, shortly after the genocide.
Its mandate was clear, but even then
the tribunal managed to delay even the
acceptance of the term ‘genocide’ until
2004. In addition, in the ten years since,
only nine of the eighty accused had
received a trial.

The inefficiencies of this system
are another example of the extent of
international disregard for this protracted
conflict. These courts also suffer from
structural flaws. Whilst indictments can
be made by the ICTR, it has no powers of
arrest and the court therefore relies on
state criminal systems. While there is an
obligation for countries to be compliant
with the tribunals in the UN charter, their
refusals are often not acted upon. France
for instance, often seen as complicit with
the genocidal Hutu regime, have refused
the indictment of ‘category one genocide
suspect’ Agathe Habyarimana, wife to the
assassinated Rwandan president Juvénal
Habyarimana. Furthermore, given that
these are ad hoc courts, they are only
formed under popular pressure. Therefore
whilst African conflicts accounted for go
per cent of all war deaths in the 1990s,
with each conflict marred by human rights
abuses, the Rwanda court was the only
tribunal created. The notion of justice
remains a myth for the victims in the
Democratic Republic of Congo, Angola or
Uganda.

In 1998, some action was taken to
mitigate these failings with the signing
of the Rome Statute. 108 signatories
across the world agreed to formation
of the International Criminal Court — a
permanent court located at the Hague and
with the mandate to end the ‘crimes of
the 20" century committed in impunity’.

The
international
community
has let so many
people down in
times of genocide
andwar,in

places like

Cambodia,
East Timor and
Rwanda

Unfortunately, this initiative is weighed
down by its own institutional limitations
and international disdain.

The US, China and Russia, major
powers necessary for a fully viable ICC,
have not signed up to the Rome Statute.
Since the power of the Court extends to
only to member states,it can only make
indictments outside of its predominantly
European Union membership when
requested to by the UN Security Council.
Recommendations from a panel of self-
interested states armed with veto powers
on the UN Security Council, especially the
US which had threatened to veto all key
peacekeeping operations until the Court
offered it immunity, is hardly a suitable
mechanism for action.

Itis time to generate an international
pressure movement to force governments
to commit themselves to basic principles
as outlined in the UN charter, that the
perpetrators of genocide, crimes against
humanity and war crimes should not be
allowed free. All states within the United
Nations framework have already agreed to
this principle — there is no justification for
non-cooperation.

Under the current UN and ICC
framework, such a commitmentis not
achievable. The new system has to reflect
the fair and guided principles that it
will defend. As such, the dissolution of
a higher chamber of ‘powerful states’ is
imperative. The new system should reflect
the voting in the ICC, which does have
a positive, democratic, one state — one
vote system, that ensures action is not
prevented with a veto as often plagues the
UN Security Council. This would remove
the suspicions that shroud current courts
as Western-organised and therefore
Western-serving institutions. This is
fundamental for establishing trust and
participation of all countries. This also
ensures that judgements will be based
on humanitarian necessity rather than
political motivations. The difficulties

experienced in the attempts to indict
al-Bashir due to Chinese resistance
for instance can be avoided under this
system. :

' The Court would also need to be
accorded powers of arrest, established on
multiple locations, with the composition
of its permanent staff made representative
of its membership. Member states
should commit to immediate donations
of funds and trained officials, and the
establishment of effective international
policing, empowered to arrest anyone
accused, regardless of political office and
social standing.

Existing national legal systems will
not be superseded unless member states
decide that a country is incapable of
taking the correct action, either because of
misplaced loyalties or because the accused
has left the state. Also, it would only be
applied to tyrants who have committed
serious crimes against humanity.

By having a system that is properly
empowered and well-financed, backed
with international legitimacy, future
processes of arrest and prosecution
of known criminals can avoid the

‘debilitating phenomena of inaction and

negligence that currently exists. Idealistic
as this sounds, it is the least that people
across the world should come to expect
and demand.

We are told the world is shrinking
and so is the disparity in international
opinion on matters of heinous crimes
against humanity. We live in a conducive
environment for thé demands of such
a system. US President Barack Obama
himself has declared that “we can meet
the new threats, that demand even
greater effortand cooperation between
nations”. With renewed American support
and participation, we could mark the
beginning of internationalist co-operation
never before imagined but nonetheless
necessary for the ending of crimes against
humanity.
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From FM transmission to the internet, the Underground bar to East Building - Pulse head

Mavrk Harrison looks over a turbulent first ten years for the Students’ Union’s radio station

he most exciting thing
ou are likely to find
in the corner of the
Underground bar
today is a particularly
interesting snakebite
stain or discarded
flyer. Rewind a decade
to 1999 and you would have seen a hive of
activity as LSE’s very own radio station,
Pulse FM, got ready to broadcast across
London from the basement underneath
the Tuns. At midnight on Monday 1st
February the very first Pulse team walked
- up to the roof of the Old Building and
switched on a transmitter that sent Pulse
across the capital.

As Pulse gets ready to hit the big'1-o0
this weekend it seems to be a good time
look back at the giddy highs and inevitable
lows of a decade on air. As with most
student activities writing stuff down for
the record has never really been a priority
at Pulse and so this somewhat mixed and
incomplete history comes from interviews
with Pulse members past and present and
a trawl through the Beaver archives (an
activity which if nothing else proves that

absolutely nothing changes in student
politics). For any inaccuracies I am mildly
apologetic. The history of Pulse can be
roughly mapped alongside that of Britney
Spears: from the giddy launch in the late
1990s, through to near meltdown this
decade to the womanising powerhouse
that exists today.

Starting with what we do know, Pulse
FM was the brainchild of Maria Neophy-
touwho put in literally years of work to
get the station on the air. Hard work aside
it was highly enviable blagging abilities
that finally got Pulse going. Neophytou
and her team managed to squeeze over
£15,000 from the notoriously tight LSE

' Students’ Union and convinced the BBC

to part with a fair amount of furniture and
equipment during their move to new fa-
cilities in White City, an achievement that
meant until recently SU gossip and news
was broadcast from the desk previously
used by Radio 4’s Today programme. A
makeshift studio had to be built under-
neath the Tuns as Pulse was squeezed next
door to the Beaver, the start of a tumultu-
ous relationship between LSE's print and
broadcast siblings.

“You can’t imagine how exciting
the launch was”: Jon Frewin was part of
the team that launched Pulse and now °
works for the BBC World Service. Frewin
remains genuinely enthusiastic and proud
of the achievements of the launch team
and describes the early days of the station
with great warmth. In its first year Pulse
managed to get hold of a month-long FM
license, allowing it to broadcast across the
capital. According to Frewin the station
could be heard (somewhat illegally) as far
away as Brighton. He describes the launch
team as a real family, and admits that this
may be where Pulse picked up its cliquey
reputation. For one month in 1999 Pulse
FM broadcast 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week on 87.7fm.

As London’s FM airwaves became in-
creasingly congested Pulse FM struggled
to pick up another license and as a result it
spent “years in the wilderness of inter-

- net radio” according to a particularly dry

Beaver article on the early years of Pulse
in the time when internet radio had not
taken off. Successes in the early days came
from the live broadcasting of speeches
made at LSE from global figures such as

The history of
Pulse can be

roughly mapped
alongside that of

Britney Spears

Nelson Mandela. In 2002 Pulse managed
to get back to being FM and once again the
airwaves of London were dominated by
LSE students.

Following this month on air as Pulse
FM came what can only be described as
the ‘Dark Ages’ of Pulse. Station Manag-
ers from the time have gone AWOL and
there appears to have been some kind of
‘the first rule about Pulse FM is that you

do not talk about Pulse FM’ pact. Beaver
articles from the 2002-2005 period throw
little light on Pulse activities with the
exception of a robbery of the studios in
which nothing was actually robbed, a
bizarre Pulse/Beaver football showdown
and a move from the Underground bar

" to our current East Building home. An

advert produced at the time quite tellingly
comments “too many of you have never
heard of us”. Pulse members from the time
remember equipment disappearing and a
general lack of organisation from the team
running the station. Listenership was
appalling and people seemed to care very
little for the station.

This period did a lot of damage to
the reputation of Pulse and in the years
that followed Pulse was forced to fight
hard against these stereotypes. It took
the formidable and formidably tal-
ented Stacie-Marie Ishmael to whip the
fledgling station into shape. Order was
restored to the schedule and committee
and her year in charge saw Pulse win a
Guardian Student Media award for the
website as well as the launch of two Pulse
Continued on next page >>
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institutions that have continued to
this day: Ragathon and live elections
coverage with LooseTV and the Beaver.
Kayt Berry created a hugely loyal team and
her reign as Queen of Pulse saw marked
improvements to the sound of Pulse as
they kicked off the 2006 academic year,
and the arrival of Erica Gornall as Head of
News saw daily bulletins finally carrying
reliable news from the LSE campus.

The summer of 2007 saw by far the
biggest change to the look of Pulse as
Dan Dolan oversaw a complete rebrand
and relaunch with the ‘FM’ dropped (a

_ smart move considering it was essentially

alie and there is no way to afford an FM
license in this day and age) and a new

cheeky style of marketing launched. Pulse
began to think of itself as a real part of
the LSE campus and took marketing and
image very seriously to get the message
out there. Enthusiasm with the station
was high and station launched in October
of the year with a newfound confidence ,
and style. Listenership improved slightly
as Pulse continued to fight off preconcep-
tions. Pulse also took its first tentative
steps towards cosying up with its big
brother in the form of the Beaver.

So this leads to an entirely objective
look at the last 12 months at Pulse as we
walk with an ever increasing swagger
towards our big birthday milestone. Last
summer saw one of our biggest studio

upgrades since launch as every possible
penny was squeezed out of the school
and almost all pieces of furniture and
equipment were thrown out as Pulse was
brought into the digital age with a healthy
splattering of blue and pink paint. Highly
contested elections saw a highly focused
team with the major goal of increasing
listenership. The introduction of an on -
demand show archive online and ratings-
grabbers such as takeover week has seen
listenership skyrocket and what appears
to be an increased profile on campus.
With ten years on air we are certainly
older, but are we any wiser? The cliquey

 reputation prevails to some degree, but

ever increasing numbers on the com-
mittee and various teams is working to
open up Pulse to more people within the
school. Relations with our media group

siblings are without doubt improving as

we bandage up our collective wounds from
previous spats. The future challenges for

Pulse remain the same as most student
radio stations across the globe: increasing
listenership and trying to impress cynical
students. The biggest hurdle facing inter-
net student radio is that literally every sta-
tion in the world is your competitor and so
you need to convince listeners to switch
off Radio 1 and switch over to Pulse. Pick-
ing up around 1,600 listeners during our
best week this year at a small and often
divided university is a real achievement’
and a total that we canbuildon.

The most important factor that has'
not changed in Pulse’s decade on air is
that those involved with the station, in
nearly all cases, hugely enjoy it. As long as
being a part of Pulse remains fun and an
escape from the ridiculous stresses of LSE
life the next ten years of Pulse look set to
shine even brighter.

ne listen again to Pulse shows

www.pulse.dj

Pulse radio in pictures, 1999 to 2009

To listen to anythmg*eise

would ‘bew on the
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Clockwise from
left: flyer for the

- launchof Pulse
FM; Pulse’s first
logo; thelogo circa
2005; Pulse today.
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The Pulse factor Why students get involved

Yvonne Maingiy and Gbeminiyi - Ade
. Odiachi, presenters

Our show is a huge relief. When we do our -
show, we don’t have to think about work,
classes, homework or bills. It's a two hour
escape. we've meet a lot of cool people
that we wouldn'’t have otherwise met. It’s a
good way to introduce your music to other
people. We're going to miss our show and
the parties, but most of all we’re going to
miss getting together and laughing about
last week. :

It's about being part of something
bigger than yourself and being part of a
community that's not cliquey at all.

We'd like to give a shout out to Adam,’
Ify, Dallas, Winnie, Benita, and Tanvi and
of course Nicholas, our faithful listeners.
We would like to thank our regular listen-
ers, and the people who go to the Quad
instead of the Garrick and Brunch Bowl to
listen to us.

Lewis Ahlquist, head of music

Pulse is absolutely brilliant; I do a show on
careers and current affairs. I didn’t start
out wanting to have a show; it just kind of
happened. I approached Erica and asked
for dictaphone, and I approached radio
stations’ offices and wrote articles about it
for the Beaver. [ was then asked to host the
show, and it’s been brilliant. My first show
was well planned so I was less nervous
about it .Your voice is completely different
when you hear it back on the headphones
and you feel slightly more removed.

It’s the social life that makes Pulse.
The studios are a great place to hang out
and meet new people. I'll miss all the ~ °
people I've met and the emotional attach-
ment to the place.

As head of music, my responsibilities
are to update the playlist and maintain
the musical themes and content of the
station. I also maintain the music blog

and if people want to get involved with
that, they’re more than welcome. T had a
memorable time at Pulse and we’ve had
loads of really cool guests.

Matt Lomas, web editor and presenter

I spend two hours a week on Pulse. It's
good fun and it lets me be creative. There’s
good banter flowing and we talk about
topical issues on our show.

To get the show, I had to have an inter-
view with the head of programming and
tell them what it would be about. I present
the show with my friend Adrian, a third-
year history student, who I've known ever
since I came to LSE.

Pulse is creative fun. It allows me to
take a break from studies, which I think
is good, having gone to such an academic
university.




21

Social ' '
0cla : The Beaver | 27 January 20

ALL 90s TRACKS

ALL WELK

ADDICTIVE RADIO SINCE 1999

WWW.PULSE.D]




22

The Beaver | 27 fanuary 2009

Contact Beaver Sports
thebeaver.sports@lse.ac.uk

0207 955 6705

Sport

Fresh Beaver in the
‘Sports office

Clare Pickering
Crippled correspondent

You may not have heard that Ms Alice

“Pelton was elected the new Beaver Sports
- Editor on Thursday night to stand along-

side the magnificent STK. Seeing as I live
with her, have been a shoulder for her to
cry on, shared my bed with her, and seen

* her naked, many times, I think I'm the

perfect person to give you a little back-
ground info on Pelts.

" I'mglad there is a bit of excitement
with this election, as I currently write this
while bedridden, after breaking my ankle
at the roller-disco in Vauxhall. It would
have been so much better to have got this
injury while playing an intense hockey
match, but unfortunately I have to tell

~ everyone that I was at a roller-disco and

not even roller-skating at the time. I did
have fond memories of roller-discos as I
used to go to the local 'Skate and Swim'
on a Friday night when I was at primary
school. Alas, this nostalgia will never be
the same again.

You now get the AU from a cripple's
point of view - it's not what it's cracked
up to be. Getting around twenty hockey
emails a day,  had no idea what the hell
they were all talking about as I'd missed
the training and Wednesday nights for .
two weeks. There were boy's names being
dropped left, right and centre who I had
never heard before - long live adult 'kiss
chase'.

However, there is a silver lining as my
step-brother told me that there are people
out there who have 'cast fetishes'. If there
are any cast lovers in the LSE AU then
please come forward because I'm going to
be in my cast for four more weeks and my
cast is single and ready to mingle.

Although, if there is going to be any
funny business then you'll have to warn
me, as I'm not allowed to get my cast
wet Pelts in fact told me that if you boil a
condom it would get big enough to go over
my cast. Comments like this define the
new editor.

Let me get to the point; Pelts is in fact
my nominated carer at the moment so
if you see me alone and struggling then

please find her, give her a slap, and tell
her to return to her crippled Pickles. She
kindly spent Saturday afternoon pushing
me, in a wheelchair, around the Imperial
War Museum- the prefect picture of Andy

. and Lou from Little Britain. Anyway here

is some information about your new edi-
tor so you will know how to recognise her
on a Wednesday night:

« Pelts is probably one of the only natural
blondes in the AU, you

will not miss her; look at her eyebrows,
even these are blonde.

+ Inher spare time she studies Anthro-
pology. Don't be alarmed if she :
wants to know all about your parents;
their names, what they do fora

living, where they went to university. Its
just Alice's way of trying to

work out what went wrong, why you are
hunting in a pack on a Wednesday

night, out of your face, trying to mate with
other sports players.

“Look at her
eyebrows,
even these are

blonde’f

« Ms Pelton has a bit of a sore spot for
the male sex; from her performance this
year, some may say that she definitely pre-
fers the male species who play in the 2nd
football team. She hasn't always been that
lucky in the love department; this summer
she had to dump her cheating long term
<cough twat cough> boyfriend.

Alice wasn't really a face that you saw
last year on AU night but
she has since made up for it. Her first fame
this year came from a legendary
night when she punched Al O'Brien out-
side Zoo Bar. Rumour has it that G-Crow
shouted that Women's FC were s**t so
Alice obviously turned round to defend

her team and punched poor Al, thinking
he had said it. If that's not dedication to
your team, then I don't know what is.

- One might remember Pelt's great stack
on Halloween. I saw that she

was literally 'off her t*ts' so I went over to
her, me dressed as a clown,

and her dressed as a mime artist, and gave
her a good talking to telling

her, 'Stop drinking. Stop drinking. You are
embarrassing yourself'. I was

ignored as she danced away, shimmying
against a table in the middle of the

Tuns. Due to karmic effects the table col-
lapsed. I'm sure all of you that

saw will confirm that it was bloody hilari-
ous - so much for my chat.

~+  Alice likes to dance around on her own

when drunk, throwing her arms

around and bending down is the best way
to describe this dancing; one Friday

night at 'Fresh' her dancing provoked
comments from a guy - she stood up to
herself and threw her drink over the
American who had caused the offence.
Being American, he threw his water back,
so Alice grabbed a beer and that went
over him, and many drinks were thrown...
clearly having fun at LSE, comes at a price.
.- She spends most of her time sat
around our house eating marmite on toast
and watching BBC iPlayer.

- She's alover of the karaoke. Enough
said.

This pretty much gives you an idea
about what Alice is like, but she's quite a
different person when not under the influ-
ence of alcohol, claiming that she would
rather have a pot of tea than have sex. I've
seen the way she drinks tea, it's definitely
true. So you should all look forward to
some exciting new things appearing in
the Beaver as a result of this nomination,
rumour has it that there may be caption
competitions, a list of people evicted from
z00 bar, and possibly a 'Sex and the LSE'
article, inspired by Alice's priceless dating
history - this is something I definitely look
forward to while everyone else in the AU
is running around and enjoying the lash
and banter.

e: Peltonplaysa

stunney

Cancellations

Sam Tempest Keeping
Sports Editor

The ULU sports leagues became the lat-
est victims of the recent bad weather as
numerous fixture were cancelled over the
weekend. The combination of torrential
rain and plummeting temperatures left
pitches across the capital either frozen or

waterlogged giving groundsmen no choice

but to call games off in their droves.
Clubs among the LSE sporting com-
munity hit by the cancellations included
both Mens and Womens Football, Hockey
and Rugby. Teams from the mens football
club were due to play important cup
games and the rescheduling is likely to
wreak havoc among an already packed

cause chaos

fixture schedule.

Two teams who will be hit especially
hard are the 4ths and 5ths. Having already
had an extended international break and
with the ULU Division One table looking
tighter than a Glaswegian’s coin purse
both sides were just beginning to build
up a head of steam as the season entered
its crucial stage. 5th team Captain Carrig
Ryan was quoted as saying “I'm bloody fed
up with this, when Iwas 11 I played on a
pitch in Cwmbran covered in broken glass
with no boots on. The world has just gone

~ madItellyou”

‘The turmoil has even spread beyond
the fields and onto the pages of the Beaver
Sports section. It has yet to be confirmed
whether sub par news stories will be
used to fill space left by the lack of match
reports resulting from the cancellations.

Kesults

Netball
1sts 48-42 UCL 2nds
2nds 27-37 Kings Medics 3

LSE7ths13-11Kings 5ths

Mens Hockey

1sts 3-2 Royal Holloway

Mens football
18 5-2 Imperial1s (ULUCUP)
1s 3-2 Imperialas
582 -4UCL5s
784 - 0 Poly Scum

LSE1XV 7- 12 Royal Vets1XV

Wom‘ens.Rugby
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~'Sportsmen occupy our affections

WENEWEY B

Philosophical Barry

About a month before Christmas I picked :

up a copy of our sister paper, The Guard-

ian, to keep me entertained on a trip to

. the tranquil West Country. As per usual
Iflipped straight to the G2, planning on
testing my wits against the crossword,

" when I noticed an interesting article
written by Michael Billington. For those
of you who are unfamiliar with The
Beaver 1.0, he is their senior theatre critic,
regarded by many to be the foremost
authority of stage drama in the UK.

The article in question was partof
a series of reports on top-level sporting
events by members of the culture and arts
desk. Imagine our own PartB music editor
Liam McLaughlin writingareporton
Wednesday nights at Zoo Bar, and criti-
cising their choice of Sean Paul’s ‘Burn’ for
the crescendo of the night. All right, it’s
not quite the same, but wouldn’t that be a
funny idea?

Billington had found himself thrust

into a world that he had seldom experi-
enced as he moved between the lavish
surroundings of the Royal Court and the
National sampling the finest delights that

' Pinter, Coward and Ayckbourn have to of-

fer. His assignment was the Cardiff Inter-
national Arena and an exciting match-up
from the newly created Premier League.
The opening focused upon a conversation
with perhaps the BBC'’s most gifted sports
commentator; Sid Waddell.

Famous for lines such as “When he
was 33, Alexander the Great cried tears
of salt as there were no more worlds to
conquer. Bristow is only 27, and “That’s
the closest thing to a public execution this
side of Saudi Arabia,’, Waddell claims that
darts is essentially theatre for the working
class. The reason this article comes to
mind is that I think the antics on campus
last week show a similar schism between
members of the student body.

Last Tuesday and Wednesday I
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counted over two hundred different people
watching the two Carling Cup semi final
games, England’s third most prestigious
football tournament behind the Premier
League and the FA Cup. This was at the
same time as ten or so dedicated protest-
ers ‘stuck it to the man’ by occupying the
Old Theatre in response to events far away
in Gaza. ¢

I think it is safe to say that for many on
campus, and for many more from poorer
communities in this country and around
the world, sport find itself closer to the top
of the agenda of the mind than geopoliti-
cal crises or human rights abuses.

While the author is the first to admit
that the Tuns was packed for the Obama
inauguration, this appears to be the excep-
tion rather than the rule. People hope
that the new president will become a role
model to millions of young black men
across the States, proof that there is hope
for them despite all the obvious barriers to

success. But can he really make congres-
sional rather than dollar bills the focus
and replace Michael Jordan as whom they
ultimately aspire to be?

Sadly, young minds in this country are
brought up bathed in the light of the suc-
cesses of Beckham and Wilkinson rather
than Attlee and Pankhurst. As the world
enters a darker epoch, perhaps the level of
belief in the efficacy of politics will begin
to grow again. However, when events
surrounding a deeply religious Brazilian
being offered half a million pounds a week
to play alongside Craig Bellamy, Darius
Vassell and Michael Ball can overshadow
a cholera epidemic in Zimbabwe, one has
to seriously question whether this will be
the case.

What has led us this current state of
affairs? The desire for thefame and the
concomitant wealth that accompanies
success at the highest level? The feeling of
physical superiority over your fellow man?

Highlands but not hlgh spirits

> Brendan Hamill talks Scot

t seems to be a unique feature of the

Scottish psyche whereby defeat in

competitive sport leaves us pretend-

ing that we didn’t really expect to

win and thus defeat doesn’t matter
too much. This is as long as our perfor-
mance has at least been gritty and coura-
geous. .

Our great affinity with glorious failure
is a product of ‘wee man syndrome’
whereby we hope for victory but know:that
generally it won't happen for a variety of
reasons that we believe to be out of our
control. Resorting to a number of well-
worn strategies to explain away our dismal
performances compensates defeat.

These range from the facile to the
paranoid. It wasn't really our fault after all
that we crashed out of Euro 2008 qualify-
ing with a loss against lowly Georgia (de-
spite having beaten France in our last two
games), as they had unexpectedly played
far better than they were actually capable
of, and our keeper was said to have had a
bad case of the runs. A favourite excuse
is that we are victims of a conspiracy by
the bastard English media who somehow
manage to damage our performance and
thwart our right to glory by being negative
and denigrating about our capabilities in
their partial and patronising commentary.

Despite this ability to shrug off defeat,
the truth of the matter is Scots are fiercely
proud and actually love success. When a
gold medal was won in curling it brought
us all out to the rinks sweeping furiously
to the strains of Scotland the brave, as
though this minority sport were a national
obsession. Andy Murray, although initially
thought of as sullen and bad tempered, is
converted overnight to a congenial celeb-
rity due to his fervent patriotism and great
promise on the court.

But since these success stories are rare
and humiliations in team sport, particu-
larly football, more frequent a reality, there
are few opportunities to revel in success.
We make up for our poor performances
by acting like we don'’t care as long as we
participate in our good humoured and

The Tartan Army: WFC Captain Astrid Brown does her best Mel Gibson impression on Friday’s Celtic Pub Crawl

{photo: Isabel Smith)

unique way. The famous tartan army
really epitomise this in that they travel all
over the World in droves famously rock-
ing every town that they enter with their
drinking, partying and friendly demean-
our, even if it is a loss they are celebrat-
ing. The “we were only here for the beer
anyway” attitude of kilted drunks cheering
their vanquished heroes back to their hotel
allows them to cope with the losses.

Rather than this being a weakness
it could be construed as a strength. It is
not a fatalistic outlook but one of realism
and putting the best face on the situation.

“Scots are
fiercely proud
and actually
love success”

Collectively as a nation we have learned to
huddle together and through a vale of tears
become genuinely united in the grief of

. defeat. Realistically we know we are a very

small country and statistically unlikely

to vanquish all comers. The fact that we
can recover from international humilia-
tion and don our tartan tammies with the
attached “Jimmy wigs” and set off singing
nationalist anthems is no mean feat and
something that we can be proud of.

Despair and disengagement with the
political process? A combination of the
three? The justifications are endless.

Over the ages, there have always
been stars with little ostensible power,
the Olympians, jousters, gladiators and
champions who all eventually managed to
turn their strength and popularity into po-
litical capital. Perhaps all those looking for
success in the upcoming Lent term elec-
tions should heed this telling lesson from
history. Sportsmen, who have enjoyed the
favour of the meek and fickle, are trojan
horses when it come to populist contests.
Opponents you have béen warned.

thebeaveronline
.co.uk

&hliosophlcalbarry

Gamblers
Anon

Rob’s departure has left Gamblers Anon
with a gaping hole as wide the gap in class
between Manchester United and Tot-
tenham. However his last act as Beaver
Sports Editor proved to be his golden
touch. From nowhere we scored massive
hit with our punt on the Bandy World
Championship game between Mongolia
and Hungary.

The game was disrupted early on by
heavy snow but Mongolia still managed to
streak into a 2-0 lead before the Magyars
showed their hunger to even things up
in the first period. However the snow
abated, perhaps due to “a prayer from the
Mongolian priest and coach” accordipg
to the official cup website, allowing them
to secure a 9-2 trouncing and leave their,
and our, dignity firmly intact. To say this
was well received by members of the office
would be like saying Spurs only have mi-
nor deficiencies, a complete lie. My head
is still sore.

Stlckmg to the Asian Continent we
are going to smack £10 on Mahendra Doni
to smash a century in India’s One Day
International match against Sri Lanka on
Saturday 31st January. Hopefully he'll be
‘Singh-ing’ from the same hymn sheet
as Kevin Pietersen who hit three figures
today, the object of our last successful bet
incidentally.

The final £10 will be spanked on STK’s

“beloved Bristol City, who face the mighty -

Plymouth Argyle this coming Tuesday.
City’s form has been indifferent of late
but as we all know this counts for nothing
when it comes to derby games, apart from
those including the Mens Football 2nd
team whose only positive scores include a
certain WFC member at the moment. Our
sources tell us that Nicky Maynard is odds
on to carry on his scoring purple patch and
bang in the first goal of the game, so thats
where our money will be heading.

4° betfair

sports casino poker

Please gamble responsibly.
Visit www.gambleaware.co.uk.
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Tenacious-D here at the LSE

yn Thomas and Jules Radojcin

“What women’s basketball team?”, “I
didn’t know LSE had a girls team” - these
were the responses the women’s basketball
team were greeted with when we ventured
out on our first AU night last week. Sorry,
but enough is enough. We have decided it
is high time that our team had an official
introduction into the ‘extreme’ world of the
Athletics Union. ;

Our team is made up of a mixture of
postgrads and undergrads from all corners
of the world, including Holland, Russia
and the USA. Time to name and shame a
few of our players: Our hot-shot shooter
is Ola, our captain for the past two years.
Then there’s Ann, who keeps the game
flowing fast with her killer drives up to the
basket. Guard Kat is another top scorer,
but needs to realise that in order to get the
. shots in during training she has to give
up the shots on a Friday night, something
which is clearly proving difficult.

One of our forwards Jules is finally
back in the game, and after recently be-
coming single has been very successful
. scoring both on and off the court. Keep an
eye out for her next Wednesday boys. An-
other forward Thea was injured for all of
last term however she has now recovered
and had a successful start back on the court
last week proving her skills as a talented
rebounder, just like the luscious Jules.

We also have Julia who is probably

the most energetic of us all, and loves to
engage in a bit of Brazilian dancing on a
Thursday night. The rest of the team in-
cludes Meghan, Romy, Daria, Sana, Phu-
ong and Howe (no pun intended) who are
yet to be shamed in the Beaver.

Last term we enjoyed some relative
success, despite being annihilated in our
first match by the University of South
Bank, who were built like machines. We
have beaten Goldsmiths, Imperial medics,
and only just lost out to our closest rivals

UCL, who beat us by a meagre two bas-

kets. Watch this space for our next match
against UCL later this month: we fully in-
tend to get our revenge.

We train together every Saturday as
well as having informal practices during
the week. However, due to ‘unforeseen’ cir-
cumstances our coach Jason left for the US
and has yet to return. So for the last couple
of months we have been without a coach
and have been coaching ourselves. If there
are any budding athletes willing to take his
place, then Jules will be willing to put you
through your paces.

Despite having a strong and dedi-

cated team understandably, unlike much
of the AU, we must prioritise lessons, lec-
tures and teaching. However this means
we are often low on players. Teaching on
Wednesday afternoons has clearly affected
our team attendance levels also. So if there
any girls out there wanting to get involved,
it’s not too late to come along to a training
session and shoot some hoops. That’s all
for now. ‘

City suffers further losses

Alice Pelton
Sports Editor

LSE4
CITYo

After our last match against Kings, Laura
was so annoyed that she ended up dump-
ing her boyfriend that evening. We were
2-oup athalftime, but they ended up beat-
ing us 4-3. We all wandered off the pitch in
a stunned blur, muttering comments about
how it was ok because they had one girl
who played for Fulham ladies, and how it
was only a game. Things were a little below
par last Wednesday as well; the bouncers
refused to let us in Burger King, and one of
our team chose to miss out on some post-
Zoo loving, for if things had got too heated,
her partner might be caught ‘red handed’.

Last Sunday we faced City University,
who rudely turned up wearing the same
colour kit as us. The ref didn’t seem to
care; this was the fifth match he would be
overseeing that day apparently, and he was
‘bloody hungover'. Things got off to a good
start and LSE had most of the possession,
with Luna and Astrid working really hard
on the left wing, leaving their defence in
tatters.

Unfortunately I was simultaneously
hit by the ball and booted round the head
by their captain, and Keina had to come on
for Precious, whose calves had become as
tight as our formation. American Anna
was warmly welcomed back after missing
a few games - I like general course stu-
dents, but they don't half like pissing off
around Europe at the weekends.

Normally, as I have told you, I can’t
even score in group sex. I have never, ever,
scored a single goal in my year and a half
playing ladies football, and recently I'm
meant to be a (sort of) striker. However,
last Sunday, something happened to my
feet, which has never happened before. For

once I didn'’t trip up, or stand on the ball. I
didn'’t panic, and lose my cool when facing
the goal.

About thirty minutes into our first half
against City, I dribbled towards the goal,
hit it straight at the goalkeeper - as usual-
but then managed to clumsily retrieve it,
and actually put it in the back of the net.
It might have been disallowed, but the ref
had lost his voice and waved away City’s
protests.

My team were as shocked as I was. I
sort of stood there, turned around, looked
at the team, and then looked back at the
ballin the net, and just sort of went mental.

. Ialmost cried. Choking back the tears, I ran

towards everyone and clashed into them in
the worst bear-hug like celebration ever
witnessed.

Spurred on, we knew we might actually
win this one, if we kept our concentration.
That said, goalkeeper Cheryl spent most
of the match making sure she could avoid
washing her kit. Luckily Keina scored a
beauty which settled us into the second
half, and substitute Janelle quickly put us
3-0 up.

Then, with two minutes left, some-
thing beautiful happened. Anna swooped
in and plucked the ball from a City forward,

and squared it out to Astrid on the left. As--

trid ran like a gazelle up the wing - herlong
Scottish limbs enchanting their defence
and leaving them in ruins. I was sprinting
up the centre of the pitch; things went into
slow motion as she gave me the perfect
cross, right at my feet. All T had to do was
look up and not fall over.

John has been emailing us photos of
Beckham when he takes free kicks, to try

and show us how we should lean back .

when we kick the ball. Somehow, I had di-
gested this information, and managed to
lift the ball into the air with perfect poise.

* It was saved, but I picked up the re-bound

and putitin the bottom left corner.
In the words of the great Sir Bobby

* Robson, the women'’s football team have

finally realised that ‘the first 9o minutes
are the most important! If only men could
apply the same mantra to at least the first
90 seconds.

Sports
Writers
We
Need
You!

Are you among the 8% of

AU members who havea
-solid command of the

English language? '

If so, we neéd your help.
Beaver Sports is looking
for a team of dedicated tits,
fannies, and willies, who -
can spel, to move us on to
the next level. Email us at:

sports@
thebeaveronline
.co.uk
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how’s the environment doing?
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the director of LSE’s forthcom-
erformance of A Midsummer
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graemebirrell
africa’s smallest country is...

1VISUAL ARTS

chrmistimaschmidt zur nedden
a retrospective of Annie
Leibowitz
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if only they made a sequel!
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wave collectives love scotland
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tremtmaynard
an old road trip; fleeing Poland
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Twe ight in the eyes of a gig-
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angelachow
let’s meet the LSE’s University
Challenge team

ent

AYIMNe

Shakey makes me pecklsh

on the many versions of Hamlet

2

Dear Sachin,

I had a dream where I was the last

person left on Earth apart from a one’

armed duck. I fought the duck and
lost. What does it all mean?

All the best,
Camilla P. Dopplertvat

ITORIAL

Forsooth! ‘tis the week of the
original old Bill, scribbler
extraordinaire and the man
responsible for countless tor-
turous hoursof baffled incom-
prehension on sunny school
afternoons.

Following the week in which
Obama fluffed up his lines, we
analyse the lines of a less con- |.

- temporary world leader, hailing
from Hawaii-upon-Avon.

We feel he’d have been proud to
be canonised in PartB, or at least
-indifferent.

SACHIN PATEL &
JULIANBOYS

FAQ!'FAX!FACTS!

Dear Julian,

Yesterday I received an abusive
phone call regarding my daughter,
detailing various sordid (and untrue)
allegations. I'm appalled - to whom
can I complain?

With sadness,
J.S. Ross OBE

CAN YOUWRITE LIKE SHAKESPEARE?

NO?

WE WANT You AHYWAY'
THEBEAVER.PARTB@GMAIL.COM
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marionkoob reminds us of that eternal 'inconvenieht truth

e like numbers. We like to quantify

things, to make them more rational;

they become real in our minds by con-
verting them into oranges or apples in the style
of primary school maths. Now that we’ve settled
into our armageddon-recession, the media is
embracing excessive use of figures
in order to frighten its audience in a
comfortable manner. “Two hundred
thousand jobs to go’ or ‘Unemploy-
ment reaches record levels’ are cur-
rently common headlines among
our newspapers. We are oblivious to
the fact that high numerical values
are beyond the grasp of our imagi-
nation; whether the unemployment
announced is a hundred thousand
or a million won't stimulate a very
great emotional difference within
us, nor a dramatically larger pile of
imagination apples. Beyond a cer-
tain point, our mind gets lost in the
magnitude of the phenomenon. Yet
we repeat and reuse these numbers:
somehow they convince us that be-
ing conscious of the ‘hard facts’ pre-
pares us better for the day to day re-
ality of impending doom. In the past
months, our numerical concerns
have been drawn to careers, incomes
and market fluctuations; drifting
away from an equally if not more
important issue - the never-ending
dilemma of climate change.

‘Quantification of the process

of global warming has harmed its
cause in the past and trapped us into
a state of indifference. No matter
how high the percentages churned
out of Al Gore’s An Inconvenient Truth,
no matter how much urgency they
translate; our society still remains
for the major part immobile towards
perhaps the greatest challenge our
species has ever faced - the end of
our species itself. You've now per-
haps been tempted to turn the page
and conclude that I've been watch-
ing too many superhero films, or
enjoy chaining myself to trees-at the
weekend. The truth is there but it is
truly inconvenient; we are immersed
in other, more direct threats to our
well-being and our wallets.

It is understandable that in these times of
economic dismay, individuals will tend to con-
centrate their energy in looking out for them-
selves rather than for the common good. This be-
haviour can perhaps be attributed to our intrinsic
survival instinct; in times of emergency we revert
to the ‘every man for himself’ strategy. A lack of
confidence leads to a decline in consumption but
it also leads to a decline in our foresight; making
us solely value the near future at the cost of what
may happen in the next few decades.

Buying ecological washing powder is not as
fashionable as it used to be, and we now think

price and dubious nutritional and ethical ben-
efits. When petrol was happily hopping along
from record to record values, the media began to
enthusiastically speak of a new green age of eco-
logically-friendly technologies. There was talk of
hybrid, electric, even hydrogen cars; hopes of a

green planet where we soar above fields in trans-
port taken straight out of the Jetsons. The crash
of the price of petrol has made all these renew-
able energies much less advantageous to invest
in, and the eco-bubble has burst with it. Those
who had been driving sparingly, dreading those
too-frequent trips to the gas pump have now
reverted to their old habits. The Green era may
been short-lived. : :

Was such a motivation ever truly present be-
fore the credit crunch came into full swing? Just

by looking over our own community, one might

consider slightly ironic the fact that the Student
Union building, hosting the offices of the most
militant members of the studentbody, stilllacks a

fully comprehensive recycling system. Honestly,
how are we meant to dispose of our Hare Krishna
plates in an environmentally friendly way? Post-
ers and fliers litter Houghton street every day,
and I doubt they make it in to a bin, let alone one
marked recycling. Becoming eco-friendly is not
simply a matter of shifting consuming
patterns as most of us would like to
think; it must also involve a change
to a new way of life for everyone, not
just the bohemian middle-aged folks
who compare compost heaps over a
glass of organic wine. ;

One could mischievously sug-
gest that the reduction in consump-
tion at least will reduce damages
done to the planet through the pro-
duction - consumption cycle. We
buy less? Disturbing, indeed, but
at least we also gain the reduction
in waste coming along with it. Tak-
ing this literally, if we can't afford a
pack of beers then the plastic rings
holding them together are less likely
to end up in a pond - or strangling a
duck.

The world’s greatest polluter
now has an individual at its head
who is aware - and believes - that
global warming is at least taking
place. Barack Obama has spoken of
bringing carbon emissions back to
their 1990 levels by the year 2020,
involving a 15% reduction. His new
environmental administration has
the determination to make the US
part of the fight against climate
change; but the methods are already
debatable - is a ‘cap-and-trade’ sys-
tem of carbon limitations the best
idea during these times of economic
difficulties? Hindering producers
whom are already on dangerous
grounds is seen by some commenta-
tors as a foolhardy way to deal with
the situation at hand. However, if we
are about to get angry with the US
for not ‘handing’ the environment
properly, at least Bush is back on the
ranch and out of harm’s way.

The. current tradition seems to
be that environmentalism is good
enough when all's well and society

needs something to fight about. It rears its head
now and then, furious about an issue that disap-
pears from public consciousness as easily as it
came. Meanwhile, it is not considered enough of
a serious issue to be of concern during ‘real’ cri-

" ses. This is simply wrong. Breaking points are the

most opportune moments to advocate for mea-
sures against climate change. The extreme na-
ture of the situation allows for consideration of
drastic change. The method of dealing with one
issue, then another, is outdated: we must do both
simultaneously, or perish in the attempt!

twice before purchasing organic food due to
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sophiemarment interviews tibu fortes, director of a shakespeare classic

able to capture the essence of the human
spirit” So quoth Tibu Fortes, the director
of the LSESU Drama Society’s production of the
Shakespeare classic, A Midsummer Night's Dream.

" Ian McKellen spoke of Shakespeare being

An accomplished actor himself, Fortes met Ian |
McKellen while playing Shylock in the National |

- Youth Theatre’'s The Merchant of Venice, which

toured to China this summer. It would seem that |

McKellen's words were true, as the reception of
the first Western group to perform in China’s Na-
tional Centre of Performing Arts was extremely
positive despite the entire play being performed
in English and subtitled. Fortes attributes this to
the universality of Shakespeare’s work, he laughs:
“He’s like a rockstar in China.”

"Ian McKellen spoke of
Shakespeare being able
to capture the essence

Why is it then that five hundred years after his
death we still relate to the works of Shakespeare
and continue to do so despite the endless versions
and interpretations of his plays? Itis undoubtedly
due to the playwright’s ability to shape characters
which as McKellen: put it, ‘capture the essence
of the human spirit. There is a great difficulty in
staging Shakespeare however and the numerous
‘modern interpretations’ of his works are a testa-
ment to this. Fortes’ take on A Midsummer Night's
Dream is an attempt to allow Shakespeare to be
understood by today’s audience. Often described
as the ‘pretty play, Fortes’ interpretation is a dark-
er and more discerning one. The wood to which
the lovers run away to is replaced by a modern day
drug-ridden ghetto. At face value this appears to
be just another attempt to ‘update’ Shakespeare
but looking more deeply the replacement of the
wood by a ghetto is a carefully thought out device.
In Elizabethan times the image of a wood repre-
sented madness - to a modern audience this is
not immediately obvious — unless of course you

have studied it at A-level. Therefore the ghetto |
and the effect of hallucinogenic drugs is a concept |

which is more accessible to today’s audience.
Fortes is firmly of the view that traditionalist
Shakespeare is not the way forward. When asked
what he thought about people who preferred a
more traditional staging of Shakespeare he an-
swered, “ If you believe Shakespeare should be
done in a traditional way, I think Shakespeare’s
spinning in his grave, hoping you'll join him.
More importantly he added, “there is no such

thing as ‘traditional’ Shakespeare and if you be-
lieve there is you don’t understand it.” Even those
productions of Shakespeare which stick rigidly
to Elizabethan costume and still use boys to play
women cannot replicate the nature of a Shake-
speare play performed in his lifetime, because a
modern audience is not going to understand his

_words in the same way that an Elizabethan au-

dience would have done. The way in which we
relate to Shakespeare’s plot and characters is in-

" trinsically shaped by the time which we have been

born into.

It is true to say that modern takes on Shake-
speare are not always successful. In 2005 the BBC
put on four of Shakespeare’s classics in a series
called ShakespeaReTold. The line up for this'series
was promising, with James McAvoy taking the
title role in Macheth and Damian Lewis and Billy

| Piper starring in Much Ado About Nothing. There

was also the much debated casting of Johnny Ve-
gas in the role of Bottom in A Midsummer Night's
Dream. However, despite all the hype, the series
was a flop. What in the Shakespeare formula had
the BBC missed then? Well it’s quite simple. They
tried too hard. Not only did they move the play’s
plot to a modern location — A Midsummer Night's
Dream was set in a Butlins style ‘Dream Park,
where Theo and Polly were coming to celebrate
their daughter Hermia’s engagement — but they
did the unthinkable. They changed the language.
With a bizarre mixture of modern and Shake-
spearean English the dialogue was jarred and lost
not only the essence of the great work but also
the relatable nature of the characters themselves.
The key to making Shakespeare more easily un-
derstandable is not in changing the language and
setting it in a contemporary setting but in en-
hancing those aspects that are not so obvious to
amodern audience.

Probably the best known adaptation of our
generation and a true example of a successful

"Shakespeare's like
a rock star in China."

updating of Shakespeare is Baz Luhrmann’s 1996
film, Romeo + Juliet. It is the clear thought process:
behind Luhrmann’s interpretation which: allows
Shakespeare’s work to shine and to be clearly
understood by today’s viewers. The modern ma-
fia is not so far apart from the rival families of
Shakespeare’s Verona and neither also are the
replacement of swords with guns. The success of
Luhrmann’s film is that it does not stray too far
from the original. Itis not trying to be different - it
is merely seeking to allow the audience to watch

something which they can immediately com-
prehend and relate to. It does not seek to change
the essence of the characters but allows the great
man’s words to do the job. As Fortes comments,
“Shakespeare does all the work for you!” Most:
importantly Luhrmann stays true to the emotion
that Shakespeare invokes. The fish tank scene
when Romeo and Juliet first meet is a clear indi-
cator of Luhrmann’s genius, he provides a situa-
tion in which the magical and ephemeral nature
of Romeo and Juliet’s love can be displayed. In Ro-
meo + Juliet, Luhrmann succeeds because he puts
the emotion and essence of Shakespeare’s work
at the forefront rather than the setting or the cos-
tumes and in this way he manages to integrate the
timeless classic with the modern remaking.

The key to ‘updating’ Shakespeare is to do it
for a reason. There is no point in simply setting

' "If you believe Shake-

speare should be done
in a traditional way, I
think Shakespeare's
spinning in his grave,
hoping you'll join him."

Machethin a restaurant merely for the sake of put-
ting it into the modern day. There is no point in
dressing Ophelia in pedal pushers without think-
ing about what her character represents. There is
no point in making Beatrice and Benedick broad-
casters without considering the relationship be-
tween the two of them. A play is for the audience
and it is important to produce something that
they will empathise with. It is true that a mod-
ern setting may allow a spectator to understand a
character and a story better but only if that setting
has been clearly thought out and only if the emo-
tion and the ‘essence of the human spirit, which
Shakespeare evokes is not lost or undermined
by it. Staging Shakespeare will never be an easy
feat. As proved by Fortes' own experience, Shake-
speare is capable of crossing boundaries of cul- -

“ture and language and every person who comes

across his work will take away a different mean-
ing from it. To tackle such a phenomenon and
then to make it accessible is not an enviable task
but it is one which should be undertaken with the
knowledge that it is the essence of the human
spirit which must be upheld.
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SHAKESPEARE WEEKEVENTS

MONDAY
Elizabethan lunch at the Nibble & Scribble
TUESDAY
Look out for free Roses and Sonnets being given
out by the lovely members of the Drama Society
on Houghton Street.

Come and join in with some impromtu Shakes-
pere scenes at the A Midsummer Night's Dream ticket
stall

< WEDNESDAY
Tour of the Globe Theatre
6.30 LSESU Film & Drama Society
showing of Al Pacino’s Merchant of
Venice. ;
g b THURSDAY
6-7.30 Shakespearean Actor’s
Workshop Doo2
7.45 A Midsummer Night's Dream in
the Old Theatre
FRIDAY
7.45 A Midsummer
. . 8 Night's Dream in the
. Old Theatre
SATURDAY
Trip to Stratford.

To get involved

or find out any
more information
about these‘events
email su.soc.

I ey

Image: Tom Oxley|
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aiashalkhalid is a local, not a tourist

Fuelled by new money, new leisure time and

new transport the middle classes immedi-
ately adopted a ‘sit back splash the cash’ approach
to their newfound freedom. Nowadays we want
something more: a novel feeling of belonging in a
foreign land, the ‘real’ experience of going native.
Inspired by a nomadic sense of adventure we want
to earn our enjoyment of someone else’s land and
culture by ethical means - volunteering, eco-
tourism etc. — or do we?

It was this juxtaposition that bothered me
while I was in the Gambia. Iwas a classic Type A
tourist looking for the quick thrills of a two week
holiday; when I realised that our holiday would
be an ‘authentic’ African experience, sharing the
home of our Gambian friends, I was severely dis-
appointed. The authenticity was so great that I
barely existed between phone calls home and the
short bursts of time I could spend in the internet
cafe. And is there anything wrong with this, I ask?
This should now be the sentence that starts with
‘then I realised I should get stuck into the Gam-
bian culture and from that day I began on the path

“to fulfilment! But it isn’t. Instead I will merrily
describe my two weeks as both arduous and en-
lightening.

The Gambia is your ‘typical’ African nation,
with all the fascinating, lively and breathtak-
ing sights and sounds of African continent and a
whole lot more. The smallest country in Affica, it
relies on tourism as its primary source of income.
This became painfully obvious to me as I realised,
while seated on a Thomas Cook flight, that some-

how the chavs had found it before me, a well
seasoned traveller. Luckily
8 the chavs and I parted ways
at the Airport exit

Tourism took off the world over in the 1960s.

We (my entourage and I) were staying in our
Gambian friends’ apartment and we had a Gambi-
an wedding to go to — and in preparation, we were
practically local. However we soon found our-
selves being drawn back to the tourist hotspots.
The Gambian cable TV, which seemed to feature
only Arabian news channels, just wasn’t my cup
of tea, and there are only so many books you can
read. So we headed straight off to the beach and
the first day seemed to set the tone for the next
two weeks. We straddled the line between the
local and the tourist. ‘Surely we had resolved the
conflict between the tourist holiday and the feel
good factor of experiencing the local way of life by
visitng the beach?

Gambia is known as the smllmg coast of Afri-
ca, and the people certainly do alot of that. You are
certain to be approached by people everywhere
you go. They carry a great warmth, call you ‘happy
family’ and ask you for your email address. I can

honestly say the only thing getting in my way was
my own frigidity. The Gambian people are eager

to accommodate you and never miss an opportu-
nity to tell you how great their President is. Presi-
dent Jammeh is ‘sponsored’ by both Africell and
Gamcell - the leading network providers com-
peting not just for their share of the mobile phone
market but a piece of your patriotic heart too. He
once claimed to be able to cure AIDS with a herbal
brew. His government seems to have maintained
safety and order in Gambia, though some claim
that the low levels of unrest in the country stem
from the fact that it has no natural resources to
speak of.

Serekunda, the largest town in Gambia, is
famed for its crowded market providing lots of
hustle and bustle for those who are brave enough
to enter its depths. Personally, the smell of fresh-
ly killed chicken, day old fish and piles of strong
spices made me queasy. Fortunately, a lug-
‘gage merchant offered me a stool’

and then proceeded to fetch
a bench and two extra
ich'urs for my friends.
He was contenti&_

yousidy

to sit on the floor listening to the radio.

It was easy to spot Brits darting through the
market on a short cultural pit stop before making
their way to Banjul, the capital where every car.is
a battered Mercedes or a pimped out jeep stuck in
a sand dune. I noticed that they had packed their
Colonial hats, the ones for £15 from Millets made
for intrepid exploration. A phenomenon that oc-
curs between Gambians and English tourists is the
inexplicable attraction of young Gambian women
to overweight men from the North of England. At
one point, I overheard an English man extolling
the virtues of his new African bride to his mates;
by way of introduction he boasted, “She’s quite in-
telligent, she can speak English!” ;

For me, the Gambia was a bittersweet mix of
laid back living in the heat and-an abundance of
everything coupled with uncertainty and poverty.
I watched some sit in the shade all day for lack
of work and saw others work tirelessly for hours
to earn their living. There were often power cuts
and uncertainties about infrastructure, or how to
build a better future. One day we travelled to the
market to buy some food for lunch and on our way
we heard a large part had been burnt down that
morning, for me it was difficult to understand the
ever changing tides of circumstance, but for the
Gambians who sold their wares ten hours a day or
more it must simply be part of the risk of trading.

The Gambia is a country of perplexing con-
trasts, whose people overcome challenges daily,
and come out of it all, smiling resolutely. In the
words of Abdul, our juice vendor on the beach who
wore a woolly hat in 41-degree heat “because it is
winter”, “Life is a challenge, lets face it. Have five
fruits a day; say no to child abuse.” And with such
diverting advice as this, I couldn’t heIp but leave
smiling too.
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estheryoung reviews a retrospective of Annie Leibovitz’s worl

f there ever was a photographer that brushed

the closest to pop-culture celebrity, it would

be Annie Leibovitz. She was, and is, the pre-
miere portraitist of the modern Hollywood era,
the Andy Warhol of photography. The Vanity
Fair cover artist whose photos usually merit an
“Oh, that photo.” And she’s the subject of a ret-
rospective at the National Portrait Gallery, until
February 1.

Leibovitz's work has-always been linked to

- her work with popular culture.
One of her earliest jobs was
at the newly launched Rolling
Stone magazine in the early
1970’s (soon becoming the
magazine's chief - photogra-
pher). Her subjects were rock
stars and celebrity characters,
Patti Smith and Blondie, coun-
ter-culture undergroundlings
-that were fast becoming main-
stream with the popularity of
rock-and-roll. Her portraits
during that time captured the
appeal of their grittiness, often
taking stark, minimally posed
portraits that kept her subjects
* in ripped shirts and jeans, the

platinum hair with the roots
poking up underneath, ciga-
rette stained teeth grinning at
each other.

Even her famed picture of
John Lennon and Yoko Ono,
displayed at the retrospective,
is unfettered, with John Len-
non’s nudity against Ono’s
clothed figure contrasting his
fierce reputation as a private
individual. Leibovitz was the
last person to photograph John
Lennon before he was shot
dead four hours later. It would
seem that Leibovitz was more
interested in catching the real-
ity of their personas than glam-
ming them up for promotion, a
theme that defined the Rolling
Stone look, a theme that she
took to Vanity Fair ten years
later, and a theme that anchors
all her work, even under the
disguise of glamour.

And her photography is
indeed glamorous; above all,
Annie Leibovitz's work is gorgeous. Take her
colours, for example. Decadent and rich, cool
or warm, her photography is a royal palate that
blends and infuses the image with intensity
and visceral emotion. Her portrait of The White
Stripes is imbued with stark red, white, and
black, haunting the image’s portrayal of a junk-
yard carnival. Her picture of Nicole Kidman on a
stage is flooded with celestial yellows and gold.

Her composition is also remarkably balanced,
and the shapes in the photos, human and object
alike are combined in a pleasing waltz.

These traits would characterize Leibovitz as
a good photographer. What makes her an artist
is her gift for people as subjects, capturing im-
ages that are beyond the subjects’ fame, reputa-
tion, or the self-image which portraiture usually
caters to. This particular skill is especially useful
in her deconstructions of celebrity.

Annie Leibovitz, 19¢ 0.

The setting for her subjects is usually one
that is familiar, putting the masters on a stage,

. putting starlets in ballroom gowns. However,

her rich colour, her off-centre composition, and
the addition of jarring elements strips away the
sheen of perfection. What is left, of course, is no
less constructed, as it was created in the confines
of a studio, but it i$ certainly unexpected, which
draws the viewer into a more honest regard to

these larger-than-life figures.

Take a photo of Jack Nicholson, depicting
him playing golf off the top of the roof of a build-
ing. He is wearing his trademark grin and sun-
glasses, but also a bathrobe, boxers, and busi-
ness socks (and naught else). Behind him is an
ominously stormy sky. And so, even with Mr.
Nicholson’s fierce reputation as a hard-boiled
character, the sinister air is offset by his semi- |
nude vulnerability.

The exhibit also includes
her personal photos, and the
same themes run there as well.
Hardly any of them are posed,
as her subjects are usually mov-
ing, jumping, rising or sitting
down and there is an intimate
naturalness in her photographs
of her unusually attractive fam-
ily. There are more heartbreaking
photos of Susan Sontag, Leibo-
vitz's partner of 16 years (who
died in 2005) - disarming and
simple, of her riding a bicycle,
being dwarfed by a cliff, or wak-
ing up. All next to a larger-than-_
life print of Scarlett Johansson.

Here, I think, is the retrospec-
tive’s one weakness: the scope of
the photography is dwarfed by
Leibovitz's reputation. Any ret-
rospective, of course, is difficult,
but since it seems that this par-
ticular iteration wanted to com-
bine Leibovitz’s artistic vision
and her humanity, it was, ironi-
cally, undermined by the choice
of “celebrity” photos. They most-
ly focused on her most famed
works — the nude and pregnant
Demi Moore, and Yoko Ono with
John Lennon, and so brought at-
tention to Leibovitz's fame in-
stead of her considerable abili-
ties as an artist. More powerful
were the contrasts between her
lesser-known celebrity photo-
graphs and her personal photos;
apicture of Jamie Foxx next to her
devastating snapshot of Susan
Sontag on her way to the hospital
one final time. There were plenty
of these to offset the Leibovitz-
as-a-celebrity image.

One final warning: tickets
don’t come cheap: at £9, it's one of the more ex-
pensive exhibits, at least for students. However,
for Leibovitz admirers, it is a vivid and intimate
presentation of an artist who truly knows her
craft. .

Annie Lethovitz: a photographer’s 1)‘/&1,0,00-2005 .

s on in the National Portrait Gallery until1st Feb.
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Rbmeo and Juliet 2: the Orphan Strikes Back

- pive minutes after the end of REO 150,

| The priest runs in'to t£he church or wherever they

i died. He puts his hand to Juliet’ s preast. “Hmmm,

| well she's dead.. but what is that faint murmur I

| | car?' Taking the knife Romeo had used to cut his
through, the priest performs

| mately successful ceasarean.

B been carrying for just over g8 months,

¢ of revenge-bloed... .

He held the baby she had §
it cried tears '

8 18 years later... -
i Her training was comp
| thirsting for the deaths o
pissed off her mum and dad,.
& alll! Cclimbing the castle wall
- ting sun. It reminded her loa
% she didn't know put still thought of a lot.
istivnnee s s R A N

lete, after all these years of

s, she loeked to the set-

she could

v'Qi Escalus!!" He turned around and was frightened
but algo confused and a 1ittle bit hungry.-
_“Who'ze you? ;

“T'm Romiet,
ter to a suicided dad, and I will have my vengeance,
in this life or the next I will have my vengeance. My
‘parents are dead at least in part because of you and
your silly stupid feud. SO die!" With that she ar- .
rowed him right in the head, he was dead beforeme hit
the cold castle stone. '

"

‘Romiet loeked to the horizon once again. Her desire
for revenge was stronger than you can even imagine.
you don 't even know.She walked away into the night,

ple +0 kill. o o

M B

a fairly crude butulti-~ o

1] of £he people that had [
she was ready to kill them &

ds of her parents that - §

‘daughtered to a suicided mum, daugh-

lonely and a bit s ad and really amqye.dm.,sQ.;_IBQIIAX,\B?Q:;
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Hamlet Retuzrns

Instead of burying Hamle

: flzl:stv instalment, the pala
scilentist with massive curl
Bc?oblestein, decides to cry
him by digging up his grave
a really cold lake. 1000 yes
1s drained to make way for a
et ‘.s perfectly preserved c
and is given the kiss of 11fe
who thinks he's well buff. ]
though and slaps her, sayi’§<

X
i
i
g

'Veri ly, thou do T
i st hav f
/ ave a fa

1 Spul'”ned and suicidal, she j
| drained lake, slightly brui
lat.ez; goes on to release 'I k
I ‘11ked it ' which reaches nur
nian singles chart. |

Hamlet, meanwhile ,’ Becomes ¢
slap bass player in a Norwegi
band who cover McFly songs

ots flock to see them, enth;1=
¢ sentences like . | | ;

! 'Oh I know it's silly, but it
. lously camp!! |

. Annoyed with himself for conf

- missively to gay stereotypink
avant-guarde film director,
56832nd series of Skins, whi}.

" iv;tradition" of making teenagers
e :.equate than they already do
; long black screen with the an:

r

of misunderstoed vo ;
Flia y uth in th

gﬁa then directs this very £il
111:‘2:h and second life, before
cottage in Dorset to ‘
ro
etables. Ei T
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The Merchant of Venice 2
Shylock the merchant loeks bltterly ou
canals and long shadows of Venice. He looks at the cross he.
has been forced to bear and splts Literally a cross.Shylock
the Jew is now a Christian. He spits again. '
“Damn Portia, damn Antonio, twas they who made me convert!"
The last train to Milan pulls out of Venice Central station.
I will have his revenge even if it is hundreds of years late!
he smiles twistedly, "nobody knew I was immortalll®

| over the shimmering
at the end of the
lace's eccentric nerdy
rly hair, Dufus Mc-~
ryogenically freeze.
’€ and throwing him in
€ars later the lake
~a theme park. Ham-~

| corpse is discovered
.fe by Gwyneth Paltrow
?amlet is disgusted

g The next day Shylockvsits‘v(rit;h‘ his friend and biologist Dr.
\) | Richard Dawkins in a coffee shop.
face ke alsmacked { "This doesn 't have enough C'effee init, this is a fucking
‘ 8 latte caffé not a café latte! You waiters are the reason this
world is fallingapart" yells Dawkins abus:.vely S
jumps into the now "Richard, are you going to do what I asked?" says Shylock i
lJllSling her ankle, and “Yes, yes Shylock, so let me get this straight; you want me B
- kissed a corpse and - @ to put my name to a boek you wrote saying that God doesn 't ex~ &
wmber 7 in the Ukrai- @ ist?" :
i “Exactly' Then they will flnally see that what they dld £O me
b fOllerskatj_n . means nothing mwahahahaha"'
g B “Seems a bit pointless tome....aren't ‘they' long dead?"

gian transvestite
; . .would you stop being pedantic and just do what I asked;

. Millions of idi- i
usiastically gurning I made billions in hedge funds to subsidise this, the least .

WY you could do is participate®

8 "Okay okay I'll do it" relents Dawklns

"Goed, because your personallty is perfect for this" says
Shleck :
“What do you mean by that? Do you have any proof ? Huh? That's |
just your opinion, it means nothing to me, why should I re- ey
‘spect your opinion? Prove why!" shouts Dawkins £}
Shylock merely smiles in response.

¥

t's just so marvel-

nforming so sub-

r}‘g, he becomes an

“« He-directs the

ih breaks from the
rs feel more inad-

» and is a seven hour
nimalistic screams |
1€ background. It ‘

However upon the release of ‘'The God Delus:.on athelsm is
pranded a religion with the same dogmas as Chrlstlanlty and
Judaism. Hearing of this, Shylock throws himself into the
fllthy Venice canals, only to dlSCOVeI‘ that he is J.mmortal
and can't even commJ.t suicide. : :
He then becomes a tax lawyer whilst simultaneously listening §
to Coldplay all day, believing it to be the clogest to death

he'll ever get.

Bovs. AR

Im about his re—~
re retiring to a
Scenely Shaped:.veg_ :
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10 MUSIC - PART D

illiam Shakespeare’s inventive and intelligent use of the
§ ’ \ ; English language was unprecedented in the sixteenth
century. Mastering the arts of metre, rhyme and double
entendre in a time when most of the population relied upon a
mono-character signature, Shakespeare’s legacy should have had
a profound impact on the progress of language over the last four
centuries. A glance at the lyrics contained in most of the popular
music released over the last century however, shows that that he
probably shouldn’t have bothered. Instead of the Bard’s subtlety
and wit, modern lyricists rely on predictable rhymes and tired cli-
chés to make gormless statements about umbrellas, lesbian kiss-
ing and our proximity to Chico Time.

It is a depressing reality that we have come to terms with.
However, it is also a reality that is fairly easy to ignore, given that
modern music is culturally so distant from the Elizabethan stage.
" The problem occurs when musicians insist on reminding us of
Shakespeare, but in the context of their own questionable music.
This contrast can never work in their favour. :

Case Study No.1 - One True Voice
Cast your mind back to 2002, when Girls Aloud swept to vic-
- tory in Popstars: The Rivals. The use of the word ‘rivals’ may re-
mind you that there were other winners, namely banal boy band,
One True Voice. They started reasonably well, reaching #2 in the
charts, before releasing second single ‘Shakespeare’s (Way With)
Words’. Not only did this sickening ballad make Cliff Richard look
like a badman, it included the following lyrics:

Don'’t know much ‘bout nothing,

Know nothing much at all,

But I do know one thing, I love you, really love you,

And I give anything, to tell yow how I feel inside.

This is of course objectively nauseating, but it was unwise of
them to include such lines in a song that used the word ‘Shake-
speare’. Using the great writer's name in vain spelled the end of
their collective careers and they can now be found watching Cheryl
on the X-Factor and crying into their old Woolworths staff fleeces.”
Case Study No.2 - Akala : : ’

References to the Bard may not be career ending but can in-
stead merely highlight how ridiculous your life is, as shown by
Ms. Dynamite’s younger brother Akala, who rose to prominence
thanks to his somewhat strange obsession with big Will. The
MOBO Award winning rapper released (unbelievably) two singles
which we can refer to here. In Comedy Tragedy History he manag-
es to namedrop 27 of his hero’s most famous plays into four min-
utes of hip-hop hell. This of course, was done bearing in mind his
modest claims in 2006 hit ‘Shakespeare’ that he was “Shakespeare
reincarnated, except I spit flows and strip hoes naked”. Quite.

My third example was going to be The Smiths’ ‘Shake-
speare’s Sister’, but I have a feeling that would have made
alot of people angry.
What [ will say is this:
associating with Shake-
speare can only high-
light how boring and
stupid your lyrics are.
Musicians beware -
any attempts to unite
your lyrical content
with the great man
himself will in-
stantly turn you
into a failure, an
embarrassment
or Morrissey (i.e.
both). :

ozholland talks about the scottish play effect

| \

new music editor cathydru -

loves you yeah, yeah,yeah

all me a philistine, but to me Shakespeare is much ado about

not that much. Blame it on unending hours of A Midsummer

Night's Dream at school. So my first week’s article is less about
Shakespeare and more about the vaguely relevant idea.of love in
music. Whadyaknow, the first five or so “love” songs that popped
into my brain were by the same band; so, what better way to cel-
ebrate love in music than by listening to half The Beatles’ anthology
in all its optimistically love-y glory? IR

Probably the most famous of The Beatles’ hits is ‘All You Need
is Love), released in 1967. It may not be one of the lyrically most ad-
vanced of The Beatles repertoire, “All you need is love/All you need
is love/All you need is love, love/Love is all you need”, overdoing the
message there slightly: love. All you need. Got it, but certainly this
song has charm galore. The triumphant trumpets at the beginning
are recognisable the world over, and the chorus must be the most
hummed tune of all time.

And what about ‘She Loves You'? A little earlier in their career,
from 1963, this song has a less clean cut, more rusty tinny sound.
Whether intentional or not, this sound is one that has become the
trademark style. The slightly jarring harmonies, the occasional
bending of notes and the “woo” just before the chorus all knit to-
gether to form a song that has that toe-tapping quality that only
1960s music has ever managed to reign in.
~ McCartney's bluesy harmonica that opens ‘Love Me Do’ is an-

other sound that characterises The Beatles earlier work, in fact this
tune was allegedly written when McCartney was only about 16.
The lyrics, as with all Beatles songs are simple, but that's where
these songs derive their appeal. The simple form, lyrics and
melodies of the songs just beg to be sung along to.

A slightly lesser known song, ‘All My Loving' also car-
ries that rattly atmosphere that today’s music has lost,
which is a real shame to me - it's that sort of familiar 60s
jangley noise that inspires people to hum along and tap
their feet, and The Beatles honestly happy lyrics about lov-
ing someone make a nice change to 50-Cent tricking poor
drunk girls in clubs to lick his “lollypop”. Modern songs

about love or, more commonly nowadays, sex just don’t
have that same appeal. -

The Lennon/McCartney writing duo must have
crafted more songs with ‘love’ in the title than most other
bands, and who can deny that they've managed to squeeze drop-
lets of pure, happy sounds into many of those tracks. Forget
power ballads, if music really is the food of love, then we should
all sit down to a tasty plate of Beatles tunes. :
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emilykaiser reviews the Baltimore weirdos’
latest album

Post Pavilion, released this month on Domino Records. Typically in-

die and typically claustrophobic in their previous albums, Animal
Collective has cleared up and straightened out their musical intentions
this time around. They have a style of jamming as many elements into a
song as possible and, I'll be the Scrooge to admit it, it usually came out as
a brown mush on earlier works. (They did have albums before Strawberry
Jam, remember?). They've got the blending down this time around and
Merriweather Post Pavilion hits the spot for the perfect palate.
‘Bluish’ keeps the muddled background of music that the band can’t
forget to include, but acts this time as more of a shag carpet. Rolling
around on a floor of weird tendrils has never been more relaxing. ‘No More
Runnin’ hits a minimalist style perfectly, making an eerie and anticipatory
3-minute plateau that drops off into ‘Brothersport’, arguably the best and
final track of the album, that flutters in an elaborate collection of sarcastic
prancing and attractive cacophony.
The album is named after an open-air theatre in Maryland and, if this
album does anything else, it fills. Maybe not always huge theatres meant
for symphonies, maybe it's just your flat, or your head, but as only Animal
Collective would have it, Merriweather Post Pavilion certainly doesn’t leave

it empty.

Q nimal Collective has put out their best album yet in Merriweather

s T

rhiannonparkinson surfs it up

avid Tattersall, singer, songwriter and
guitarist in the Wave Pictures, uses his
position at the mic to dispel some myths:

“People have told me that you can play your best:

shows to 10 or 15 people. No you fucking don’t!”
This is the 10th time that I've seen the Wave Pic-
tures (but who's counting?), and for the first time
the room is packed to the rafters with people who
love the band.

There’s a sense that tonight is something
of a homecoming. Not only is this their biggest
headline show they’ve played in London (their
adopted hometown) so far, but there are also
a number of old friends from bassists Franic

' and David’s real hometown of Wymeswold (in

Leicestershire). Even David’s old babysitter is in

the crowd, getting a dedication to the title track

of their album Instant Coffee Baby because “he al-
ways let me stay up late”. Another highlight of
the set is when. drummer Johnny “Huddersfield”

Helm picks himself up from behind the drum

kit to sing the heartbreaking lament of lost love,

‘Now You Are Pregnant. With
sparse bass and guitar lines and
particularly emotive content
the crowd are hushed enough to

hear a pin drop.

Relatively recently the band
signed to London indie label
Moshi Moshi and unlike other
bands, plucked from obscurity
and sent to woo the world, the
Wave Pictures already had years
of touring and recording under
their belts. The years of hard
graft on the road have clearly al-
lowed them to perfect their live
shows, and with a mix of popular
songs from their only full length
commercial release, old songs

from home-recorded

and new unreleased material the
audience become more enthusi-

astic with each bar.

Closing the set with
‘Strange Fruit For David’
. and the immortal lyrics “a
sculpture is a sculpture,
. marmalade is marma-
. lade, and a sculpture of
-marmalade is a sculpture
but isn't marmalade”,
a mass sing-along en-
sues.
All this makes for
a highly energetic and
charismatic set filled
with blistering guitar
solos, witty banter
and a lot of smiling. It
finally feels like The
Wave Pictures are
getting the recogni-
tion they deserve.

albums
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tor of films such as The Last Samurai and

adelicate balance which mustbe respected: on

the one hand there’s the necessary plot which
is almost always incredible (why make a film of
it if it’s not?) and on the other there’s pressure to
play up the action aspect of the film. Unfortu-
nately Defiance was destined from the start to
be a film where this balance was tipped in
favour of action, compromising the core
of the piece. i

Given that Edward Zwick (direc-

In any action film based on a true story there is

Blood Diamond) was chosen for this film,
it's obvious that the producers wanted an
action film based on a true story and not a
true story which contains necessary action. It'd
be unfair to say. that the film is bad: there’s noth-
ing strictly wrong with it, but in watching it I felt
it really fell short of its potential. The acting is
good and the story is quite amazing (one of the
first times we've ever seen Jews as the heroes and
not the victims in a WWII film) and all in all the
film delivers. What it needed to be great was more
character development.

The film follows the three Jewish Bielski
brothers (Daniel Craig, Liev Schreiber and Jamie
Bell) as they flee to the woods to escape the Nazi

YTORRARLA 700 kN

¥

williammcmahon
‘weighs in on the action

occupation of Poland. Over time other Jews forced
to leave their homes join the brothers in the forest
and they form a community whose only real goal
is to exist. What is most interesting is the inter-
actions between the characters, not the “revenge”
that the trailers flaunt. As the year progresses Tu-
via has to make some tough choices which force
questions about his own humanity. This is ex-
actly what I wanted to see more of. The fact that

. they omitted the Naliboki massacre (the partisan

group that the brothers formed is alleged to

have been involved in the massacre of 128 in-
nocents) from the film shows that they were
unwilling to take this theme as far as it needed
to be taken.

I might be expecting too much, though;
Edward Zwick is known for producing action
films that have secondary themes running

through them (and he’s good at it), but he’s not
got the skill to make character driven films with
hints of action. In a way I can respect the produc-
ers for making this film, as the audience will be a
lot larger with an action film than with a charac-
ter-driven film, and I think this is a story that peo-
ple should know about. The fact that the project
becomes mediocre is saddening, however, as the
potential was great.

dilaragurpinar pulls the sexy Mexican road-trip gem out of the vault

u Mama También (2001), a Mexican pro-
i duction directed by Alfonso Cuaron, fol-
lows two teenage boys, Julio and Tenoch
(played by Gael Garcia Bernal and Diego Luna),
as they set out on a road trip with Luisa (the
excellent Maribel Verd), an older and attrac-
tive woman who is married to one of Tenoch'’s
cousins. The boys make up a fictitious paradi-
siacal beach named Boca del Cielo, in order to
persuade the sensuous Luisa to join them on
the road. She agrees.

As the road trip progresses, tensions start
to emerge in Julio and Tenoch'’s friendship. At
the start of the film, the two boys appear to
have no secrets between them and have a very
intimate friendship. But as the story develops,
cracks begin to emerge in their supposedly ide-
al relationship.

The film is narrated by an omniscient third
person who reveals the thoughts and events
that unravel. Through the narrator we pick up
on subtle details about each of their lives, and
the emotions that they choose not to discuss.
The real turning point comes when Luisa lures
]ulio into bed. Tenoch witnesses this and be-
gins to feel that maybe there are secrets be—
tween them after all.

As they continue further down the road, Julio
and Tenoch admit to having slept with each oth-
er’s girlfriends. These revelations - coupled with
both of their sexual encounters with Luisa - lead
to the demise of their friendship. Towards the end

of the film, after countless shots of tequila, Tenoch
and Julio end up kissing passionately while Luisa
is giving them oral pleasure. The morning after
the encounter the boys cannot stomach looking

at each other; the reality of all that has happened,
and all that cannot be undone, is just too over-
whelming. And thus, the friendship ends.

Sex is one of the staples of the threesome’s
debaucherous roadtrip, and the film is littered

with graphic sex scenes. It deals with and portrays
sex in a much more realistic way than typical Hol-
lywood films. We are exposed to the awkwardness
and inexperience of both boys. Through their ex-
periences with Luisa they learn how to treat a
woman and how to be a good lover. But what
they learn about sex is just an indicator of the
lessons they are learning about life in general.

The film ends when Tenoch reveals some
news to Julio concerning Luisa which forces
both boys and the viewer to interpret the
events that have taken place through com-
pletely different eyes.

Aesthetically Y Tu Mamd Tambien is beauti-
fully shot. The scenic routes they take on their
road trip and the beach they eventually arrive
at are breathtaking. The shots of rural Mexico
and the economic and political realities of the
country serve as a backdrop to the main sto-
ryline. While watching, you get a sense of the
political tensions and their impacts on the
Mexican populace. The fact that Tenoch and
Julio come from two very different sides of the
political and economic divide plays a further
role in the inevitable downward spiral of their
friendship.

Y Tu Mamd También’s brilliance comes from
its ability to match comedy with tragedy, honesty
with deceit, and beauty with the unsightly. In
this regard, it captures not only something crucial
about the realities of twenty-first century Mexico,
but also of the human experience itself.




at does Shakespeare have in common
Wﬁth the periodic table and quadratic
_equations? Well, more than you would
initially think. School children throughout Brit-
ain are forced to study his works, and at age six-
teen many of them are happy to see the back of
him. So it was with a sense of trepidation that I
went along to Tiwelfth Night, to see if Shakespeare
really was as torturous as I remembered.
I am much more accustomed to spending

time in London’s dingier music venues, where.

a boozy ectoplasm sticks your shoes to the floor
and the only drink on offer at the crowded bar is
a pint of weak Carling, served in a plastic cup.
These smelly cells are a world apart from the
grandieur of the Wyndham’s Theatre, with its
gold leaf and baroque frescos, and I admit I was

seduced by the improvement in my surround- -

ings. Although, truth be told, they still made us
drink out of plastic bloody cups!

Crash! Bang! Wallop! With a roar of thunder
and flash of lightning the theatre is transported
to the heart of a storm off the coast of fair Illyria,
| where we lay our scene. The story is about a pair
of twins, separated in a shipwreck, with each
presuming the other dead. Viola, the sister, de-

~
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peterwhite exorcises his shakespeare demons

cides to pose as a castrato, Cesario, and offers
her/his services in song to the local Duke, Ors-
ino. Meanwhile, the brother, whose appearance
is identical to his sister’s new guise, is rescued by

a pirate and begins to seek his own future else-

where in the province.

As their paths interweave and the characters
are confused, farcical scenarios ensue. The visu-
als would have been all the more comical on the
Elizabethan stage, watching young boys dress up
as young women dressing up as young men:

The star of the show is, of course, Malvolio,
played by Derek Jacobi, an actor with an as-
tounding Shakespearean and Hollywood port-
folio. One of few individuals bestowed with two
knighthoods (one British, the other Danish), Ja-
cobi was previously mentor to Kenneth Branagh,
whose Ivanov preceded Twelfth Night at the
Donmar's year-long residency at the Wynd-
ham’s. In a season which will see a number of
Britain’s leading actors take to the stage, includ-
ing Jude Law as Hamlet later in the year, Jacobi is
the latest big-name draw for the company and
executes his role with suitable arrogance.

A boisterous, prattling buffoon with bril-
liant white-blonde hair was cast as Sir Andrew
Aguecheek, a gentleman of leisure, who is mind-

lessly coaxed into a duel with Cesario. I couldn’t *

help but think, as he staggered around the stage,
that the physique and mannerisms were a jibe
at our newly appointed Mayor of London - but
make of this what you will.

' A few years ago, when the BBC ran the Great-
est Britons poll, I was pleased to see old Bill up
there in the top ten. His works have influenced
the English language more than any other body
of literary work, except perhaps the Bible. With-
out Shakespeare you would have no ‘bedroom’ or
‘birthplace’, there would be no ‘fair play’ or ‘fore-
gone conclusions’. The “long and the short of it”
is that even if you argue that “it's Greek to me”

L youwill still be quoting Shakespeare.

Probably the greatest demonstration of
Shakespeare’s talents was his ability to write
plays that are relevant to each generation.

Over four hundred years since the play was #

THEATRE 13 -

debuted in London, it is still leaving audiences
in ‘stitches’ (another Shakespearism). Time has
treated no other writer so kindly.

It is often difficult, as a student, to decide to
splash out on a trip to the theatre. When you have
to calculate the number of equivalent pints in the
Tuns on more than one hand, the novelty quickly
wears off.

This was the third Shakespeare play I have
seen since I was forced to study him at school,
butit was the first that I have paid for and [would
definitely go again. To be taught Shakespeare in
a classroom, without a chance to see it on stage
or explore it through performance, seems to me
to be missing the point.

~To an extent, the more you study it, the more
you'll get out of the performance. Despite that,
I enjoyed the production without having read
Tiwelfth Night, and believe that with the right stag-
ing you can probably appreciate any of his plays
without any prior knowledge. So, I beg you, go!
Go and see some Shakespeare, before your stu-
dent discount runs out or you piss away all your
loan. Like me, you might be pleasantly surprised.

Twelfth Night runs at the Wyndham'’s Theatre until }th
March




“H N

4%

xwg'i_

angelachow interviews the team

niversity Challenge: The good old Brit-
ish quiz show which pits universities
and other higher education institutions

against each other with rounds of super-hard
questions on any select topic. The two compet-

ing teams buzz to answer starter questions to
" gain points if they're correct, or lose points if

they're not, and it is followed by bonus questions
to further add to the score tally. All of this hap-
pens while the rest of the minion population are
still trying to figure out what the question actu-
ally means.

“1 like showing off and
if it’s on telly, so much
the better.”

For those who have grown up watching the
show thinking unrealistically that we would be
sitting in those chairs representing our univer-
sity one day — it's kind of a big deal. To those that
have no idea what I'm going on about — Wikipe-
dia it or watch it on iPlayer because while you've
been going about your daily lives, LSE actually
made it to the quarter finals, beating Bath Uni-
versity and slaughtering Selwyn College, Cam-
bridge in the process. Those in the know would

have watched the first of the quarter finals which -

aired on BBC Two, a fortnight ago. Unfortunately
LSE lost to Manchester. But never mind.

When I say LSE, I actually mean the four
members of our relatively small student body
who represented our humble institution: Chris
Coleridge, a PhD student in Organisational Be-
haviour; Rajan Patel, a final year Economics
student; Marianne Fairthorne, a PhD student
in Mathematics; and Nikhil Shah, a part-time
MSc student in Social Research Methods. PartB
thought it would be good to quiz them on a cou-
ple of questions and-get to know them a bit bet-
ter. So, here goes:

What made you want to compete in University
Ghallenge and how were you chosen?

Chris: Having watched the show for many years
I wanted to see how I would be on the buzzer.
The selection process was a big written quiz
to about 80 people followed by play offs, more
quizzes and an audition.

‘Rajan: I have watched it for as long as I can re-

member so I tried out for the team at the first op-
portunity.

Nikhil: I like showing off, and if it's on telly, so
much the better.
Marianne: I love the show!

‘Did you think you’d get on the team?

RP: Not at all. The overwhelming impression I
get in most classes is that everyone is cleverer
than me. [Don’t we all?!]

NS: Didn't think too much about it as it seemed
like such a remote prospect at the time of filling

in the initial quiz.

How did you prepare?

NS: Porndge yoga and sexual abstinence.

RP: You can't really prepare - it's more a case of
hoping that a decent proportion of all the in-
teresting things you see and hear every day will
stick in your brain. We did a few good pub quiz-
zes, which contributed little on the knowledge
front but did help us get to know each other.

Did you enjoy it?

RP: I had no real expectations, so the ﬁrst win
was fantastic and the second round win was a
massive bonus. Plus, Euro 2008 was on at the
time and there was a fridge full of beer back-
stage, so good times were had by all. Once the
recording actually starts, you seem to forget
about everything else.

NS: There was a lot of waiting around backstage,
watching other people’s matches on a small
screen, going out for cigarettes, troughing down
the free cashew nuts.

CC: Overall it was fantastic though I must say I
was absolutely gutted when we lost the quarter, I
thought we had the team to take it.

ME: A lot. Between shows, you get to relax in the
green room and enjoy the free catering. The first
day we filmed ended with us going to the pub
with our round one opposition [Bath] who were
lovely. Sadly, I had to be more restrained for the
quarter finals since [ was boxing in the English
university championships just afterwards.

Did you watch the show and how did you feel
about seeing yourself on TV?

CC: I've only seen each episode once but my
family have watched it literally ten times. It was
rather satisfying for a vain person like me to see

myself on the box.

RP: I watched all three shows The experience
was-mostly enjoyable, except when I made a
complete tit of myself with some very stupid an-
swers.

NS: The first was on a bank holiday and my
mum’s birthday, so we had the whole family
round. I like to think she’d had enough of being
the centre of attention by 8pm, but perhaps I'm
justa conceited little sod. I had to work when the
third one screened, and although I recorded it,
I haven’t watched it yet. I am still embarrassed
enough about not knowing which empires died
in 1918 that I might never want to watch it.

“I’'ve had a few emails

and Facebook messages
from strangers.”

Would you recommend trying out for the team
nextyear?

All: Yes! -

NS: You get a surprising amount of kudos for not
doing an awful lot.

CC: You're only allowed to go on the programme-
once per lifetime and it’s a great experience.

Do you get recogmsed alot on campus?

RP: It always surprises me when it happens and
it doesn’t happen very often. Interestmgly,
discovered that the moustachioed man in Caffe
Amici watches the show regularly. If only we'd
gone a bit further, I might have been sorted for
free meals for the rest of the year...

CC: Only a few times, but it was nice to be con-
gratulated.

MEF: I get recognised a bit on campus, and a fair
bit outside it as well. In the internet age, your
name and college is enough for people to find
you so I've had a few emails and Facebook from -
strangers. Someone even asked me out after the
second round!

There you go. Congratulations team. To
those of you that may want to join in the fun next
year I'd suggest buying a buzzer, attending every
single pub quiz you can find, working your way
through Wikipedia and going along to see if you
make the cut.

"COLERIDGE




.

welfth Night,
ActV, Sc1
ANTONIO:

An apple, cleft in two, is
not more twin Than these

The Merry Wives of
Windsor, ActII, Sc 2
MASTER FORD: I will
rather trust a Fleming
w1th my butter...than my

e Merry Wives of
indsor, ActV, Sc 5
FALSTAFF: Heavens de-
end me from that Welsh
airy, lest he transform

Anthony and Cleopatra,

ActV, Sc 2

FIRST GUARD: This is

an aspic’s trail: and these

fig-leaves Have slime
oon them.

itus Andronicus, Act
I1,Sc3

AMORA: But when ye
ave the honey ye desire,
et not this wasp outlive

All's Well That Ends Well, iHamlet, ActIV, Sc 5
Actll, Sc 3 V, Sc1 IOPHELIA: There’s
LAFEU: Go to, sir; you THERSITES: An honest #

were beaten in Italy for  #lfellow enough and one

picking a kernel out ofa fithatloves quails.

jpomegrana
e ARG

Love’s Labour’s Lost, Act
V, Sc 2

KATHARINE: Veal,
quoth the Dutchman. Is
not ‘veal’ a calf?

'ABIAN: Now is the

Lo /9,
Yoy ///Jw /m

/o/r/o//;

Romeo and Juliet, Act
IV, Sc 4

NURSE: They call for
dates and quinces in the
pastry.

iHamlet, ActII, Sc 2
HAMLET: O God, I could
be bounded in a nut shell
and count myself a king

Tronlusgjsmda, Act

BICLEOPATRA: My salad
days, When I was green

I a Cullender.

2. Then put in four Eggs, a little Spice, : I
Sugar, Raisins, and Currans, and a little

| Salt, and so bake

then it will whey.

| : : Devonshire White l'otI

1. Take two quarts of new Milk, a peny
white Loaf sliced very, thin, then make

| the Milk scalding hot, then put to it the I

Bread, and break it, and strain it through

As You Like It,
ActIll, Sc2
TOUCHSTONE: Truly,
thou art damned like an
ill-roasted egg, all on one
side.

Antony and Cleopatra,
ctV, Sc2
LEOPATRA: Nowno §
imore The juice of Egypt’s

All's Well That Ends Well,
ActV,Sc3

LAFEU: Mine eyes smell
onions; I shall weep
anon. :

I Twelfth Night, ActII, Sc 5
MARIA: Lie thou there,

| [Throws down a letter]
for here comes the trout
that must be caught with
ncklm

easiness - 9/13'
tastiness - 8/a
cheapness - 8/10

it, but not too much, forl
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0 be or not to be - ay, there’s the point’.
Seemingly misquoting what is quite

.. possibly the most well known soliloquy
the greatest playwright in English history took
the care to pen could seem like a bit of a rookie
error. It's just one example of what faces editors
before they even consider whether Shakespeare
plagiarised what we've decided are his words;
trying to figure out which of the bastardised
original copies of the play can be considered au-
thentically the bard’s. In short, we don't know
what the devil that enigmatic man from Stratford
intended for his plays.

Most must have existed in an abridged ver-
sion - with theatrical productions restricted to
being performed between 2-5 in the afternoon,
plays cannot be shown in their entirety. As the
marvellous film ‘Shakespeare in Love’ will attest,
no single manuscript in Shakespeare’s hand sur-
vives, and no play that we know of was accurately
printed from manuscripts. The First Folio, the
original not-so-Complete Works, appeared sev-
en years after his death and misses a few com-
plete plays out, never mind a few lines. The odd

- asks which is the real |

looking version of the “To be or not to be’ speech
comes from what textual scholars have rather
typically condemned as the ‘bad’ First Quarto
of Hamlet, one of two (the second is smugly
referred to as the ‘good’ Quarto). Quartos were

" single editions of the plays and are notoriously

riddled with errors, transcribed from what bribed
actors could remember or written down during a
performance. The search for an authentic Hamlet
is a blind one; the first Quarto (the bad one) is a
massively distorted image of the original perfor-
mance, the First Folie is corrupted and the ‘good’
Quarto has more errors in than an essay written
under the influence of Pro Plus.

According to theatre legends, the Big Bad

Quarto was written down by the actor playing
Marcellus, such a small part that he presumably
had nothing better to do than make a rather shod-
dy edition of the play in the wings. There seems
to be a reason he wasn't trusted with theatrical
greatness as he was obviously easily distracted;
the Bad Quarto lives up to its name in being quite
frankly rubbish, full of weird metrical anoma-
lies and lines that don’t make a huge amount of

sespeare

sense. While it's useful to theatre nerds in that
it tells us that the original Elizabethan Ophelia,
once she goes a bit mental, comes in ‘playing on
a lute, and her hair down, singing), it also sug-
gests that Shakespeare couldn’t write. Don't trust
it. So, editors conflate the various texts into an
iiber-Hamlet, or a superlative Romeo and Ju-
liet, or a matchless Henry V. We can be sure of
one thing about each of these texts; Shakespeare
never produced a play exactly like it.

So, where do we decide that a play is Shake-
speare’s? Is a collaborative one with Fletcher, or
Middleton, or Wilkins still a Shakespeare play?
Are the bad Quartos still Shakespeare plays or
just detailed accounts of performances? For that
matter, is a modern performance full of anach-
ronisms and (god forbid) female actors fulfilling
(or surpassing) Shakespeare’s intentions? While
we're pretty certain Shakespeare never wrote ‘To
be or not to be — ay, there’s the point’ we can also
be pretty sure that the Hamlet we see is not the
one he first put on. For the time being, all we can
do is sit back and enjoy the show.




