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1  8JUN1990  

B y  B E A V E R  S T A F F  
Af te r  e l even  yea r s  o f  

d i s cu s s i on  and  t h r ee  
mon ths  o f  c ampa i gn i ng ,  
LSE  s tude n t s  have  f i na l l y  
t u rned  rh e to r i c  i n t o  d i r ec t  
a c t i on :  s t ude n t s  a r e  
cu r r en t l y  occupy ing  
Connaugh f  House .  

Fo l l o wi ng  d i s cus s ions  
be twe en  Un ion  Gene ra l  
Sec r e t a ry ,  Pe t e  Wi l cock ,  
and  o the r  i n t e r e s t ed  
pa r t i e s  on  Tuesday  
m o rn ing ,  a  dec i s i on  w a s  
t aken  t o  b r i ng  fo rwa rd  t he  
occupa t i on  o f  Connaugh t  
Hous e  t o  t he  e a r l y  
a f t e rnoon .  

Th i s  was  d o n e  a s  news  
sp r ead  t ha t  po r t e r s  had  
s t a r t e d  a s  ea r l y  a s  Monday  
t o  l ock  an d  s ecu re  t he  
en t r anc e s  o f  t he  bu i l d ing  
i n  an t i c i pa t i on  o f  t he  
p l anned  o ccu p a t i o n .  I t  was  
r ea l i s ed  t ha t  t h e s e  ac t i ons  
by  t he  s choo l  wou l d  mak e  
t he  o r i g ina l  occupa t i on ,  
s chedu l ed  t o  t ake  p l ace  
a f t e r  t he  5pm Cour t  o f  
Go v e rno r s '  m ee t i ng ,  
impos s i b l e .  A l so  
i n fo rma t ion  f ro m t he  
D i r ec to r  o f  t h e  Schoo l  
s u gges t ed  t ha t  t he  Cou r t  o f  
Gove rno r s '  w e r e  u n l i k e ly  
t o  a ccede  t o  s t uden t  
demands ,  r ega rd l e s s  o f  t he  
i n t ense  l o b b y in g .  

A t  2 :15pm,  abou t  f o r t y  
s t uden t s  peace fu l l y  
en t e r ed  t h e  ma in  en t r ance  
o f  Co n n au g h t  House ,  
unoppo sed  by  t he  one  
po r t e r  on  du ty .  Af t e r  a n  
in i t i a l  p e r i od  o f  con fus ion ,  
t h e  o t he r  s t a f f  l e f t ,  
a l l owing  more  s t uden t s  t o  
en t e r  an d  occupy  t he  
S econd  F l oo r .  

Admin i s t r a t i ve  s t a f f  who  
were  a sked  t o  l e ave  i nv i ew  
o f  t he  a c t i on ,  d ec ided  t o  

l ock  t h ems e l v e s  i n  t he i r  
o f f i c e s  u n t i l  5pm.  The  
s choo l  B u r sa r  t ou red  t h e  
bu i l d ing  t o  i n fo rm  those  
p r e sen t  o f  t he  i l l eg a l i t y  o f  
t he  ac t i o n ,  t e l l i ng  t hem 
t h a t  pe rmi s i s i on  was  
need ed  t o  s t a r t  t he  
r evo lu t i on !  

Th e  number s  o f  t hose  i n  
occupa t i on  swe l l ed  on  t he  
hou r  t o  a pp rox ima te ly  
25 0 -3 00  by  4pm.  

Once  Connaugh t  House  
had  been  ove r t aken ,  t h e  
ne ed  t o  o rgan i s e  became  
appa ren t .  Th i s  r e su l t ed  i n  
t he  p r ev ious ly  s ch ed u l ed  
Emergency  Gene r a l  Mee t i ng  
be ing  he ld  a t  4p m in  H216 ,  
on  t he  Second  F loo r  o f  
Connaugh t  House .  W h en  
t hose  s t uc k  ou t s i d e  t he  
room had  ga ined  en t ry  t o  
t he  me e t i ng ,  t he  E GM  
proposed  t he  fo l l owing  
m o t i o n ;  

T he  Un ion  no t e s  t he  
D i ves t m en t  Cha r t e r  and  i t s  
back ing  by  t he  UG M .  

1 .  The  U n ion  no t e s  t he  
Mee t i ng  o f  t he  S t an d in g  
Commi t t e e  o f  t he  Cou r t  o f  
Gove rno r s '  on  t h i s  day  o f  
24 th  Feb rua ry  a t  5pm.  

2 .  The  U n i on  be l i eve s  
t ha t  i t  i s  t im e  t o  t a ke  
a c t i on  aga in s t  t he  
i n t r ans igence  o f  t h e  
Connaugh t  Ho u se  
bu reauc racy .  

3 .  The  U n ion  r e s o l ve s  t o  
l obby  t he  mee t i ng  o f  t he  
S t and ing  Com m i t t e e  t o  
e xp re s s  ou r  v i ews .  

4 .  Th e  Un ion  r e s o l ve s  t o  
r a t i f y  t he  occupa t i on  o f  
Connaugh t  H ouse  e f f ec t i ve  
f rom 2 :15pm th i s  a f t e rnoon  
on  t he  demands  o f  t h e  
D ives tm en t  C ha r t e r  and  
ca l l s  f o r  "no  v i c t im i s a t i on"  
o f  pa r t i c i pan t s .  

T he  s t a tu s  o f  t he  mee t i ng  
was  t hen  t r an s fo rmed  i n to  
an  "Occupa t i on  Mee t i n g "  i n  
o rde r  t o  s e l ec t  an  
"Occupa t i on  Commi t t e e " .  
F rom the  p l e tho ra  o f  n ames  
p roposed ,  t he  mee t i ng  
n a r r o wed  down  the  l i s t  t o  
twe lve  member s .  Thes e  
me mbe r s  we re  s e l e c t e d  t o  
hand l e  va r i ous  a spe c t s  o f  
t he  occupa t i on  i nc lud ing  
s ecu r i t y ,  t he  a va i l a b i l i t y  
o f  f ood  and  r e l a t i ons  w i t h  
t he  p r e s s .  

Va r ious  po in t s  f r om the  
f l oo r  o f  t he  mee t i ng  
i nc l uded  t he  ba r  s t a f f  o f  
t he  Th ree  Tu n s  o f f e r i ng  
t he i r  su p p o r t  b y  
sugges t i ng  t ha t  t he y  c lo se  
t he  ba r  t h ro u g h o u t  t he  
occupa t i on .  I t  was  f i na l l y  
dec ided  t o  shu t  t he  ba r  f o r  
two  hou r s  wh i l s t  t he  
occupan t s  p i cke t ed  t he  
S t and ing  Co mmi t t e e  o f  t he  
Cou r t  o f  Gove r no r s ' ,  wh i c h  
w a s  t o  be  h e ld  i n  t he  Ve ra  
Ans t e y  Room.  

Be fo re  a  number  . o f  
o ccu p i e r s  l e f t  t o  p i cke t  t he  
m ee t i ng ,  a  l e t t e r  f r om the  
D i r e c t o r  o f  t he  Schoo l  w a s  
r ece ived  an d  r ead  ou t  t o  
t h o se  a s s emb led .  
Re fe r r i ng  t o  t he  o ccu p a t i o n  
o f  t h e  bu i l d ing  t h e  l e t t e r  
po in t ed  ou t  t ha t  " . . t h e  
s c hoo l  w i l l  t ake  wha t eve r  
s t e p s  may  be  deemed  
nece s sa ry  t o  r e cove r  
pos se s s ion  " .  T h e  m ee t i ng  
r e sponded  by  a f f i rm ing  t he  
need  t o  f o r ce  a  dec i s i on  
f r om the  S t a nd ing  
C om m i t t e e  by  ma in t a in ing  
t he  occupa t i on .  

The  mee t i ng  c l o sed  w i t h  
a  dec i s i on  t o  c a l l  EGM's  
t h roughou t  t h e  oc c upa t i on  
be fo r e  many  peop l e  l e f t  t o  
con f ron t  t he  S t and ing  
Co mmi t t e e .  

Letter from 
the Director 
To  the  unau thor i sed  
occup iers  o f  Connaugh t  
House .  

24  February  1987  
Connaugh t  House  i s  owned  
by  the  London  Schoo l  o f  
Economics  and  compr i ses  
the  admin i s t ra t i ve  o f f i ces  
o f  the  Schoo l .  S ince  abou t  
2 .30  p .m .  on  Tuesday  24  
February ,  a  number  o f  
peop le ,  o ther  than  
members  o f  the  Schoo l  on  
bona  f i de  Schoo l  bus iness ,  
en tered  and  have  been  in  
occupa t ion  o f  Connaugh t  
House  wi thou t  any  
au thor i t y  o f  t he  Schoo l  or  
i t s  o f f i cers .  Tho ie  
presen t  i n  the  bu i ld ing  
and  any  who  may  en ter  
subsequen t l y  are  no t  
au thor i zed  by  the  Schoo l  
to  be  there  for  any  reason  
and  are  a l l  r equ i red  to  
vaca te  Connaugh t  House  
immedia te ly  and  to  
re f ra in  f rom unau thor i zed  
occupa t ion  o f  any  par t  o f  
t he  Schoo l ' s  proper ty ,  
fa i l ing  wh ich  the  Schoo l  
w i l l  t ake  wha tever  s t eps  
may  be  deemed  necessary  
to  recover  possess ion .  
I .  G .  Pa te l  

I t  m a y  b e  a  l e s s  
w o r t h y  c a u s e ,  b u t  o n  
T u e s d a y ,  U n i v e r s i t y  
C o l l e g e  o c c u p i e d  t h e  
S t u d e n t  U n i o n  
b u i l d i n g s ,  ( m a i n l y  t h e  
b a r ,  a p p a r e n t l y ) ,  i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e i r  
c l a i m s  t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  
n e w  b u i l d i n g s  f o r  
t h e i r  U n i o n .  H o w  
m u c h  n i c e r  c a n  u n i o n s  
g e t ?  

S u s s e x  U n i v e r s i t y  a r e  
a t t e m p t i n g  a n o t h e r  
o c c u p a t i o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r o t e s t  o v e r  t h e  f i f t y  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t  
p o p u l a t i o n  w h o  w e r e  
t h e  v i c t i m s  o f  t h e  l a s t  
o c c u p a t i o n .  U n i t y ,  a s  
a l w a y s ,  i s  t h e  k e y w o r d  
i n  t h e s e  s i t u a t i o n s .  

S u p p o r t  h a s  b e e n  
p l e d g e d  f r o m  a  m e m b e r  
o f  K i n g s '  S t u d e n t  
U n i o n .  T h e t  w e l c o m e  
t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  g i v e n  b y  
t h e  L S E .  T h e y  
t h e m s e l v e s  a r e  
p r e p a r i n g  f o r  a c t i o n  
o v e r  r i s i n g  r e n t s ,  a n d  
h a v e  i n v i t e d  L S E  
m e m b e r s  t o  t h e i r  U G M  
t o m o r r o w  t o  s p e a k  o n  
t h e  L S E  i n s u r r e c t i o n .  
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BEAVER 
T h e  L o n d o n  S c h o o l  o f  E c o n o m i c s  S t u d e n t s '  U n i o n  
h a s  d r a m a t i c a l l y  e s c a l a t e d  i t s  l o n g - t e r m  
c a m p a i g n  t o  f o r c e  t h e  c o l l e g e ' s  C o u r t  o f  
G o v e r n o r s  t o  d i v e s t  i t s  s u b s t a n t i a l  h o l d i n g s  i n  
a p a r t h e i d - l i n k e d  f i r m s .  T h e  o c c u p a t i o n  w h i c h  
b e g a n  o n  T u e s d a y  a f t e r n o o n  h a s  i n v o l v e d  m o r e  
t h a n  2 5 0  s t u d e n t s  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e i r  o u t r a g e  a t  
t h e  S c h o o l ' s  i m p l i c i t  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  
r e g i m e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  I t  m a r k s  t h e  
c u l m i n a t i o n  o f  a n  i n t e n s i v e  c a m p a i g n  o f  
e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a g i t i a t i o n ,  o f  p e t i t i o n  d r i v e s  a n d  
c a n d l e l i t  v i g i l s ,  o f  v i d e o s  a n d  r a l l i e s .  S i n c e  
1 9 7 8  d i v e s t m e n t  f r o m  a p a r t h e i d  h a d  b e e n  
o f f i c i a l  S t u d e n t  U n i o n  p o l i c y  b u t  o n l y  n o w  h a v e  
s u c h  n u m b e r s  b e e n  m o v e d  t o  d i r e c t  a c t i o n .  

I 
? - N 1 irv. ; fr" 

^ Mm 

• P " Ai 
w ^ ' .  >  

T h i s  a t t e m p t  t o  a p p l y  u n p r e c e d e n t e d  p r e s s u r e s  
o n  t h e  S c h o o l  c o m e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  
m o u n t i n g  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  d i s s e n t  a n d  r e s i s t a n c e  
i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  t h r e a t s  t o  
S t u d e n t  U n i o n  a u t o n o m y  i n  B r i t a i n  i t s e l f .  T h e  
B o t h a  r e g i m e  h a s  t w i c e  i m p o s e d  s t a t e  o f  
e m e r g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n  s i n c e  J u n e ,  1 9 8 5 ,  
d e t a i n i n g  w i t h o u t  t r i a l  t h o u s a n d s  o f  t r a d e  
u n i o n i s t s ,  c o m m u n i t y  l e a d e r s ,  a n d  y o u t h  
i n c l u d i n g  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  t w e l v e .  

t h o s e  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  g a o l s  a r e  
f r o m  t h e  B r i t i s h  T y r e  a n d  R u b b e r  
t r i g g e r e d  b y  t h e  s a c k i n g  o f  1 , 0 0 0  
B T R  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  c o m p a n i e s  w h i c h  L S E  
i t s  s h a r e  p o r t f o l i o .  

Amon^ j s t  
s t r i k e r s  
d i s p u t e ,  
w o r k e r s ,  
h o l d s  i n  

A t  S u s s e x  U n i v e r s i t y  t h e  S t u d e n t ' s  U n i o n  
c o n f r o n t s  t h e  l o s s  o f  c o n t r o l  o v e r  i t s  a s s e t s ,  t h e  
p r o s e c u t i o n  o f  s o m e  o f f i c e r s ,  a n d  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t i o n  a g a i n s t  4 8  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f  a  1 0 -
( l a y  o c c u p a t i o n .  T h e  L S E  a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  
a l r e a d y  i s s u e d  a  t h i n l y  v e i l e d  t h r e j > t  o f  
" w h a t e v e r  a c t i o n  m a y  b e  d e e m e d  n e c e s s a r y "  t o  
s e c u r e  t h e  p r e m i s e s  -  i n j u c t i o n s  c o u l d  s o o n  b e  
i s s u e d .  A l r e a d y ,  s p e c i a l  b r a n c h  o f f i c e r s  h a v e  
a p p e a r e d  o n  c a m p u s  b e f o r e  t h e  o c c u p a t i o u  e v e n  
b e g a n .  O u r  a b i l i t y  t o  t a k e  m e a n i n g f u l  a c t i o n  t o  
d e f e n d  g r a n t s  a n d  w e l f a r e  b e n e f i t s  o r  t o  
e x p r e s s  s u p p p o r t  f o r  o t h e r s  i n  s t r u g g l e  i s  v e r y  
m u c h  i n  j e o p a r d y .  

T h e  C o u r t  o f  G o v e r n o r s  h a s  c l u n g  s t u b b o r n l y  t o  
i t s  s h a r e s  i n  c o r p o r a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  S h e l l  w h i c h  
l i t e r a l l y  f u e l  t h e  m a c h i n e r y  o f  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  
s t a t e .  R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  p r o f e s s e d  m o r a l  
r e v u l s i o n  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o u r t  a t  
t h e  p l i g h t  o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a ' s  b l a c k s ,  t h e  L S E  h a s  
c o n t i n u e d  t o  d e r i v e  p r o f i t s  l i n k e d  t o  t h e  
e x p l o i t a t i o n  a n d  o p p r e s s i o n  o f  b l a c k  w o r k e r s  
u n d e r  a p a r t h e i d .  W e  a r e  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  m a k e  
t h e  L S E  t h e  f i r s t  B r i t i s h  u n i v e r s i t y  t o  c u t  i t s  
e c o n o m i c  l i n k s  w i t h  a p a r t h e i d  a n d  t o w a r d  t h i s  
e n d  t h e  S t u d e n t s '  U n i o n  a s k s  f o r  t n e  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  a c t i v e  s u p p o r t  o f  s t a f f ;  
l e c t u r e r s ,  r e s e a r c h e r s ,  c l e r i c a l  w o r k e r s ,  a n d  
p o r t e r s .  

W e  w i l l  a t t e m p t  t o  m a i n t a i n  a  c l e a n  C o n  n a u g h t  
H o u s e  a n d  a s s u r e  t h a t  w a g e s  a r e  p a i d  a s  p e r  
u s u a l .  T h u s  f a r  t h e  C o u r t  r e f u s e s  t o  e v e n  
n e g o t i a t e  w i t h  s t u d e n t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  - -  M A K E  
T H E M  T A L K  -  M A K E  T H E M  D I V E S T .  

I t  h a s  o f t en  been  
l amen ted  by  t hose  o f  an  
o lde r  gene ra t i on  t ha t  
po l i t i c a l  apa thy  r e igns  
among  the  s t uden t s  o f  
t oday .  Even  a t  t he  L SE ,  t he  
d i cho tomy  o f  a  pa s t  o f  
m i l i t ancy  and  an  apa the t i c  
p r e s e n t  ha s  p r o v en  
d i f f i cu l t  t o  su rmoun t .  
Un t i l  now .  

Po l i t i c a l  pa r t i c i pa t i on  
by  t he  LSE  s tuden t  body  in  
t h e  gove rn ing  o f  i t s  own  
co l l ege  h a s  f aced  a  va r i e t y  
o f  d i f f i cu l t i e s  and  
cons t r a in t s .  I t  i s  f a s c i l e  t o  
g roup  t he se  f ac to r s  
t oge the r  unde r  t he  
me a n ing l e s s  umbe re l l a -
t e rm  "ap a th y " .  

F e a r  o f  v i c t im i s a t i o n  
i s , f o r  man y ,  a  ve ry  ,  r e a l  
p rob l em.  In  t he  w ords  o f  
one  Sou th  A me r i c a n  
s tuden t ,  " I  was  a t  a l l  t h e  
s t u d en t  dem ons t r a t i ons  i n  
B raz i l ;  I  h aven ' t  b een  t o  a  
s i ng l e  one  he r e .  I  don ' t  
w an t  t o  ge t  k i cked  ou t .  
" Pos s ib l e  pun i t i ve  ac t i on  
by  t he  s choo l  o r  t he  
Br i t i sh  au tho r i t i e s  ha s  
kep t  many  s t uden t s ,  
pa r t i cu l a r l y  t hose  f rom 
ove r sea s ,  f r om vo i c ing  
t he i r  op in ions .  C l ea r l y  i t  
i s  i n  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  
Schoo l  t o  p ro t ec t  i t s  
r epu t a t i on ,  he r e  and  
ab road ,  an d  t h i s  w i l l  no t  
b e  he lped  by  t he  

s ac r i f i c i ng  o f  s t uden t s .  
T he  Schoo l  mus t  de f end  t he  
r i gh t  o f  po l i t i c a l  
pa r t i c i pa t i on  b y  i t s  
s t ude n t s  i f  i t  i s  t o  s ecu re  
i t s  own  fu tu r e  s t and ing .  

Po l i t i c a l  f a c t i ona l i sm  
h as  l ed  man y  s t uden t s  t o  
i den t i f y  i s s ue s  a l o n g  pa r t y  
po l i t i c a l  l i ne s .  E f f ec t i ve  
a c t i on  ha s  been  
c ons ide r ab ly  cu r t a i l ed  by  
d i f f e r en t  f a c t i ons  
cance l l i ng  e a c h  o th e r  ou t .  
Po l i t i c a l  e f f i c i ency  and  
un i t y  ha s  been  d i f f i cu l t  t o  
a ch i eve ,  a nd  t h i s  i n  t u rn  
ha s  l ed  t o  t h e  f i z z l i ng  ou t  
o f  many  impor t an t  s t ude n t  
c a mpa igns .  I n su f f i c i en t -
and  i ne f f i c i en t  pub l i c i t y  
ha s  had  t he  s ame  e f f ec t .  
Th e  spec t r um o f  c l i ques  i n  
t he  LSE  s tuden t  body  
combines  w i th  p o o r  
adve r t i s i n g  t o  l im i t  t he  
e a s y  f l ow  o f  commun ica t i on  
t h rougho u t  t he  Sc hoo^ i  

The  ab sen ce  o f  a  f l ue n t  
f o rum f o r  s t uden t  
commun ica t i on  h ad  equa l l y  
p l ayed  i t s  pa r t  i n  
p r even t i ng  t he  emer g en ce  
o f  a  un i t ed  s t ude n t  body .  
I t  i s  s a lu to r y  t o  n o t e ,  i n  
t h i s  con t ex t ,  t he  
r e susc i t a t i on  o f  "Beave r "  
a s  a  channe l  f o r  s t uden t  
d i a logue .  

To  a  l a rge  ex t en t  t he s e  
f a c t o r s  exp l a in  t he  
me d ioc r i t y  o f  s t ud fcn t  

po l i t i c s ,  and  t h e  
p r eponde rance  o f  t ha t  
p ap e r  t i ge r ,  " apa thy" ,  a s  a  
j u s t i f i c a t i on  fo r  such  
med ioc r i t y .  Las t  n igh t~s  
a c t i on  ha s  sha t t e r ed  t he  
my th  o f  apa thy  because  i t  
h a s  su rmoun ted  t h e  
cons t r a i n t s  upon  s t uden t  
un i t y .  

The  p r e sen t  occupa t i on  
w i l l  h ave  a  l a s t i ng  e f f ec t  
on  t he  r e fo rmu la t i on  o f  t he  
L S E  s tuden t  po l i t i c s .  The  
r e a l i s a t i on  o f  t h i s  
o c c u p a t i o n  w i l l  s how  t ha t  
we  can  un i t e  ove r  an  i s s ue  
wh ich  c ro s se s  pa r t y  l i ne s  
and  r e s to r e s  commun i 
ca t i on  amongs t  t he  who le  o f  
t he  s t uden t  body .  

Thus  unde rg radua t e s  
a n d  p o s t g r a d u a t e s ,  
C o m m u n i s t s  a n d  
Conse r va t i ve s ,  home  a nd  
f o r e ign  s t uden t s  c an ,  
de sp i t e  such  d ive r s i t y ,  
un i t e  t o  cha l l enge  t he  
a d mi n i s t r a t i o n  ove r  an  
i s sue  wh ich  i s  a n  a f f ron t ,  t o  
t he  mora l  d ign i t y  o f  t he  
LSE .  The  s e i zu re  o f  
Connaugh t  House  ha s  
b rough t  s t ude r i t s  c l o se r  t o  
an  unde r s t and ing  o f  t he i r  
r e a l  power  a nd  r e s p o n 
s i b i l i t y  i n  de t e rmin ing  t h e  
na tu r e  o f  t he i r  c o l l e ge .  
The  Occu p a t i o n  ha s  
a l r ead y  been  a  succe s s  i n  
t ha t  i t  h a s  a che ived  t h i s  
mu ch .  

Inside an Occupation 
An e l ec t ed  commi t t e e  i n  

C o n n au g h t  H o u se  ha s  ma de  
an  ex t r ememe l y  p ro f i c i en t  
e f f o r t  i n  o rgan i s i ng  t he  
occupy ing  s t uden t s  i n to  an  
e f f ec t i v e  work ing  b od y ,  
p rov ided  w i th  nea r l y  a l l  
t he  comfo r t s  o f  home  l i f e .  

The  twe lve  commi t t e e  
member s  have  a l l  b een  
a l l oca t ed  r e s pons ib i l i t i e s  
i n  t h i s  t ime  o f  a c t i on .  
S l eep i ng  a r r angemen t s  f o r  
t he  app rox ima te ly  200 -
s t rong  fo r ce  have  b een  
m ade .  S ing l e  s ex  an d  
mi xed  s e x  s l e ep ing  rooms  
a r e  o n  t h e  s even th  f l oo r ,  
a l ong  w i t h  a  s t udy  a r ea  i n  
t he  sump tuous  su r round 
in g  o f  t he  commi t t e e  r o o ms .  

Food  ha s  been  b ro u g h t  i n  
f r om  ou t s i de .  B r e a k f a s t  
w i l l  b e  r equ i s i t i oned  f rom 
t he  s t uden t s  un ion  shop ;  
choco l a t e  ba r s ,  f i z z y  
d r i nks  a nd  c r i s p s .  A  
t e l ev i s i on  and  v ideo  h av e  
been  b ro u g h t  i n ,  a nd  i t  i s  
r um oured  t ha t  t h e  "Sec re t  
Soc i e ty "  f i lm  may  be  s hown  
-  the  one  t he  po l i c e  have  a  
g r ea t  i n t e r e s t  i n .  

A  b r i sk  l ook  a round  t h e  
s e c ond  f l oo r  o f  C onnaugh t  
House  an d  t he  ac t i v i t y  i n  i t  
i s  amaz ing .  Peop l e  a r e  
m a k i n g  s a n d w i c h e s ,  
o rga n i s i ng  s ecu r i t y  t ou r s  
o f  t he  bu i l d ing  ,  a nd  
s e t t i ng  up  t he  occupa t i on  
d i s co .  

Secu r i t y  i s  v e ry  t i gh t .  
W a t c he s  o f  a t  l e a s t  f ou r  
peop l e  a r e  ous ide  t he  on ly  
en t r ance  wh ich  can  be  
u s ed .  The  m a ny  vo lun t ee r s  
f o r  t he  "^one -and -a -ha l f  
hou r  l ong  v ig i l s  a r e  
p r epa red  t o  s t ay  up  a round  
t he  c lock .  

Obed i ence  and  s e l f  
r e s t r a i n t  a r e  h i g h  
p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  t h e  
commi t t e e .  No  sm o k in g  
a nd  r e s t r a in t s  o n  d r i nk i ng  
a r e  go ing  t o  be  en fo rced ,  an  
i nd i ca t i on  o f  t he i r  mora l  
conv i c t i on .  So  f a r ,  a l l  h a s  
g o n e  w e l l ,  a n d  t h e  
movemen t  i s  l ook ing  s t r ong  
a nd  o rgan i s ed .  

London Wakes up to the News 
R e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  

occupa t i on  we re  numerous .  
Wi th in  hou r s  o f  t he  
occupa t i on  m e m be r s  o f  
ou t s i de  s t uden t  un ions  and  
o the r  bod , i e s  c ame  in  t o  
exp re s s  t he i r  so l i da r i t y .  
A  s t uden t  f r om King ' s  
Co l l ege  s . a i d ,  " I t ' s  exc i t i ng  
c oming '  i n to  a  buzz ing  
r oom,  e spec i a l l y  when  you  
come  f r om  a  s t a i d  co l l ege  
l i ke  ou r s " .  V i r t ua l l y  a l l  
London ' s  co l l ege s  and  
p o ly t ech n i c s  exp re s sed  
immed ia t e  suppo r t  f o r  t he  
ac t i on  and  p l edged  t o  g i v e  

m o re  d i r ec t  s uppo r t  a s  
s o o n  a s  p h y s i c a l l y  
pos s ib l e .  

Va r ious  s t uden t  un i ons  
a l s o  pu t  f o rwa rd  t h e  i dea  
o f  occupy ing  t he i r  ow n  
co l l ege s  a s  a  s i gn  o f  
suppo r t ,  i n c lud ing -  some  
ou t s i de  London .  A  memb er  
o f  t he  C i t y  o f  London  An t i -
Apa r the id  Group  s a id ,  "We  
th ink  t h i s  i s  f an t a s t i c  . . .  
p eop l e  a r e  coming  t o  
suppo r t  you  f ro m up  a nd  
d o w n v  t h e  c o u n t r y " .  
Suppo r t  w^s  pa r t i c u l a r l y  
s t r ong  f rom UCL,  a l r ead y  

on  a  24  hou r  occupa t i on ,  
t hough  no t  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  d i v e s t m e n t ,  a n d  
Sus sex  Un ive r s i t y  who  a r e  
due  t o  occupy  aga in  i n  
s u p p o r t  o f  t he i r  d i spu t e  
w i t h  t h e  c o l l e g e  
au tho r i t i e s .  

The  Na t i ona l  Un ion  o f  
S t ude n t s  h av e  - a l so  g iven  
t he i r  f u l l  ' ,  s uppo r t  t o  t h e  
a c t i on ,  a nd  p romi sed  " t o  
g ive  a s  much  conc re t e  
suppo r t  a s  ne c e s sa r y" .  
To t a l  s u p p o r t  f r om th e  
na t i ona l  s t ude n t  movemen t  
•now s eems  gua ran t eed .  


