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Section XII.—Religious Beliefs.

126. General.—A question regarding the religious belief of the 
individual forms no part of the census questionnaire in many 
countries. At the passing of the Union Census Act, parliament 
singled out this item as the only one to which an individual may 
lawfully refrain from giving an answer. Section XV (1) of the 
Act provides that no person shall be compelled to declare his 
religious persuasion or denomination if he states that he objects, 
and the word “ object ” or its equivalent is entered on the schedule. 
Notwithstanding this provision in the Act, it is noteworthy that 
only 49 persons or 3 in every 100,000 took advantage of it. In 
1911 the number of objectors was 3,613 and in 1921 only 24.

It has been questioned whether statistics of religious belief 
serve any useful public purpose. They certainly are of value to 
various ecclesiastical organisations, just as statistics of fertility 
are of particular interest to biometricians, and statistics of age to 
actuaries, and so forth ; further by correlating religion with other 
items of the census valuable conclusions emerge and a useful check 
is obtained during the tabulation of the census on the accuracy 
of the various replies to the questions on the forms.

The tabulation of statistics of religions has been extended at 
this census and the detailed tables appear in volume VIII of the 
report. The arrangement of the first four tables of this volume 
is similar to that of previous censuses; but tables Nos. V to VII 
are new and show respectively religions in relation to age; in 
relation to the official language spoken; and according to the 
parentage of the individual. Moreover, an attempt has been made 
to sub-divide the three principal Dutch churches in the Union. 
The process of classifying the various terms used was admittedly 
a difficult one, but the figures may be taken as being substantially 
correct, and any errors of classification which may have crept in 
will be negligible and will not affect the general proportions to 
any appreciable extent. This remark also applies to other 
denominations ; but when consideration is given to the extra- 
ordinary terms used by some persons to designate their religious 
persuasion, and to those who give only the local name of the 
church they attend, the amount of time and labour expended by, 
and the difficulties of, the tabulating staff in endeavouring to 
assign the correct classification may be imagined.

127. Form of Enquiry.—The statistics have been tabulated 
from the question which appeared on the form as follows :—

State the religious denomination or sect.
The census of 1904 was the first on which a statement of religious 

belief was generally asked. Prior to this date it appeared on the 
Orange Free State census forms of 1880 and 1890, and in the Cape 
of Good Hope from 1875 onwards.

128. Tabulation.—The detailed statistics have been tabulated 
under 58 separate headings, two of which include those who 
definitely stated that they had no religion and those who objected 
to state their religious persuasion. At the census of 1921 the 
headings were limited to 39. The headings cover most of the 
Christian denominations and the definite non-christian religions 
such as Judaism, Hinduism, Mohammedanism, and also several 
of the cults such as Deism, Spiritualism, Theosophy, Universalism, 
etc. Under the term Christian will be found those who describe 
themselves merely as “ Christian ” or “ Protestant ” and the 
numerous obscure and minor sects or denominations have been 
classified under the term “ Various other Christian Sects.”

In this summary it is impossible to deal with all the 58 classes, 
and those numerically the strongest have, therefore, been selected 
for analysis.

Of the twelve numerically strongest denominations in the 
Union the Apostolic Faith Mission showed the biggest percentage 
increase during the quinquennium 1921-1926 with 100-77 per 
cent., Lutherans coming second with 22-37 per cent., and Hebrews 
third with 15:64 per cent. Only one of these twelve showed a 
decrease; Independent or Congregationalists with 5-97 per cent.

Apart from the minor denominations or sects which have few 
adherents in the Union, the progress of the Apostolic Faith Mission 
has been remarkable and the number of adherents has increased 
from 7,742 in 1921 to 15,544 in five years. Reference to Table 
VI in Volume VIII shows that the languages spoken by these 
15,544 persons were returned as follows : Bilingual, 9,981; Afri- 
kaans, 5,056; English, 499; Neither and Unspecified, 8. A 
further analysis taken from Table VII shows that the parentage 
of those professing to be adherents of the Apostolic Faith Mission 
was as follows: Dutch South African, 12,757 ; British South 
African, 1,225 ; German, 523 ; English, 376 ; and the balance of 
various other parentages. These facts would appear to indicate 
that this sect has largely absorbed its adherents from former 
members of the Dutch churches. The provincial distribution of 
this sect was approximately as follows : Cape, 3,000 ; Natal, 900 ; 
Transvaal, 9,700 ; Orange Free State, 1,900 ; and the distribution 
between the towns and country districts 9,273 urban, and 6,271 
rural.

The large increase of the Lutherans is remarkable in view of 
the fact that professors of this religion diminished steadily in 
numbers from 1904 to 1921. The increase in Hebrews is largely 
due to immigration.

129. Classified List of Religions.—The following is the list of 
the headings under which the statements of religion have been 
classified. It is, of course, possible to extend the list but the 
numbers returned, on some headings are too few to justify separate 
tabulation and would serve no useful purpose.

Religious DENOMINATION.

Nederduits Gereformeerde Kerk (Nederduits Hervormde of Gerefor- 
meerde Verenigde Kerk).

Gereformeerde Kerk van Suid-Afrika (Enkel Gereformeerde Kerk, 
Dopperkerk).

Hervormde Kerk. _
Anglican Communion (including Church of England, Church of 

. Province of South Africa, Church of Ireland, Episcopal Church of 
Scotland, Episcopalian).

Presbyterian.
Independent or Congregationalist (including London Missionary Society). 
Methodist (including Primitive Methodist, Wesleyan, United Metho- 

dist Church, Bible Christian, Methodist New Connexion, United 
Methodist Free Church, African Methodist Episcopal, other Metho- 
dist, Methodist (so returned). __

Lutheran (including Moravians or United Brethren, Berlin Mission, 
Rhenish Mission, German Evangelical, etc.).

Roman Catholic (including Greek Catholic). . "
Greek Church (including Greek Orthodox and Russian Orthodox).
Baptist.
Christian Brethren.
Christian Scientist.
French Protestant.
Mormon (Latter Day Saints).
Plymouth Brethren.
Salvation Army.
Seventh Day Adventist.
Society of Friends.
Swedenborgian.
Unitarian.
Apostolic Faith, Mission, Church.
Calvinist.
Christadelphian.
Church of Christ.
Faith Mission (Healers).
Full Gospel Church, Gospel Mission.

' International Bible Students.
Pentecostal.
Sabbatarians.
South African General Mission.
Swiss Church, Mission or Reformed.
Testimony of Jesus.
Christian (so returned).
Protestant (so returned). . . ,

■ Unsectarian (including " No Church " and " No Denomination.")
Various Christian Sects (not elsewhere defined).
Hebrew.
Ethical.
Communist, Socialist, etc.
New Thought. .

Buddhist.
Confucian.
Hindu.
Mohammedan.
Parsi or Pasee.
Agnostic.
Atheist.
Deist.
Free Thinker.

Spiritualist.
Theist.
Theosophist.
Universalist.
Other.
No Religion (so returned).
Object to State.
Heathen (so returned).
Unknown or Unspecified.

130. Indefinite Terms.—As an indication of the variety of 
terms which the tabulation staff has to deal with, the following 
list has been compiled. The first were classified under the general 
heading " Various Christian Sects " and the second under " Other 
Religions.”

(i) Various Christian Sects.
Anabaptist.
Alglesian.
African Free Church.
Assemblies of God.
Believer in Christ (God).
Bahia.
Body of Christ.
Bible Christian.
Christian Church.
Christian Socialist. 
Church of God (Gemeente Gods).
Cape Mission.
Czecho-Slav.
Church of Christ.
Christian Endeavour.
Christian Union.
Christian Missionary.
Christelike Vereeniging Kerk.
Christian Mystic.
Church of Nazarene.
Christian Meetings.
Dodridge.
Dissenter.
Durban Peoples Mission.
Dutch Bible.
Disciples of Christ.
Evangelical Mission.
Exclusive Brethren.
Evangelical Reform.
Gods Children.
Gospel Mission.
Gereformeerde Kruiskerk.
Grace Mission.
House of Israel.
Holiness Union. 
House of God.

Initiating Brother Society.
Independent Free Church. 
International Holiness.
Jesus Only.
Liberal Catholic.
Lothian.
Mennonite.
Missionary.
Metropolitan. 
Non-Conformist.
Nazarene.
Non-Sectarian.
Nederige Weg van Christus.
Orthodox.
Open Brethren.
Practical Christianity.
People of God.
Pelagian.
Personal Evangelist.
Reformed Church of France.
Reformed Church of Baden.
Remonstrant.
Russelite.
Sons of England.
Scyprians.
Seceder.
Testimony of Jesus.
Twenty-four River Society.
True Saints.
Trinity.
Union Church.
Undenominational.
Unorthodox.
Waals.
Zwinglian.

Afgesonderde Geloof.
Altruist.
Anti-Jewish.
Bush Baptist. 
Cosmopolitan.
Dersey.
Egoist. 
Erratic.
Everyone.
Free Religion.
Fatalist.
Fire Worshipper. 
Free Mason.
Greenfields. 
Humanitarian.
Hepzibala.
Materialist.

(ii) Other Religions,
Modernist. 
Monotheist. 
Monist. 
Metaphysical. 
Multitudinarian. 
Mystery. 
Mennoiet. 
Omnivorous. 
Neutral. 
Nature.
Secularist. 
Positive. 
Pantheist. 
Rationalist. 
Randfontein Assembly. 
Science of Thought. 
Truth.

131. Adherents of Principal Religions.—-The following table 
shows the distribution of the adherents to the numerically strongest 
religions and denominations at the past three censuses, and the 
graph the percentage distribution at the census of 1926. The 
letters at the base of the graph indicate the following:—

A. Dutch Churches ;
B. Anglican;
0. Methodist;
D. Presbyterian;

. E. Hebrew;
F. Roman Catholic ;
G.Lutheran;
H. Baptist;
J. Apostolic Faith Mission;
K, Congregational.

The column indicating the Dutch churches has been shaded to 
show the three separate churches thus : (a) Nederduits Gerefor­
meerde Kerk; (b) Gereformeerde Kerk van Suid-Afrika ; and (c) 
Hervormde Kerk.

In 1926 almost 55 per cent. were adherents of the Dutch 
churches, over 49 per cent. stating that they belonged to the 
Nederduits. Gereformeerde Kerk. This denomination was dis­
tributed largely in rural areas.

The next strongest denomination was the Anglican with 18 
per cent, of the total population. In numbers they were very 
slightly more than one-third of the numbers of the Dutch churches. 
The third largest denomination was the Methodist church with 6 
per cent., and bore the same ratio to the Anglicans as the latter 
did to the Dutch churches.

Table CXIII—Principal Religions—Union, 1911 to 1926.

Religion.
1926. 1921. 1911.

No. o/ 70 • No. o/ 70* No. %.

Dutch Churches.................. 921,961 54-99 838,982 55-22 693,898 54-37Nederduits Gereformeerde
Kerk.................................. 881,713 49-60

Gereformeerde Kerk von
Suid-Afrika.................... 45,722 2-73

} •

• Hervormde Kerk................ 44,526 2-66
Anglican Churches.............. 311,281 18-56 294,026 19-35 255,640 20-03Methodist Churches............ 105,217 6-27 102,771 6-76 82,104 6-43Presbyterian Church.......... 79,516 4-74 74,999 4:94 58,633 4-59Hebrew....................... 71,816 4-28 62,103 4-09 46,919 3:68Roman Catholic.................. 71,227 4:25 61,246 4:03 53,793 4:22Lutheran............................... 23,371 1-39 19,098 1-26 23,707 1-86Baptist.................... 17,316 1-03 15,414 1-02 15,088 1-18Apostolic Faith................... 15,544 0-93 7,742 0-51Congregational..................... 9,965 0-59 10,598 0-70 13,402 1-05

* Not separately tabulated.
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The minus sign (—) denotes a decrease.

132. Inter-censal Increases or Decreases.—Table No. CXIV 
shows the numerical and centesimal increases or decreases of the 
principal religions since 1904. The census of 1918 has been omitted. 
The Dutch churches show by far the largest numerical increase 
but the percentage increase is slowing down. The Apostolic 
Faith was not separately recorded prior to 1921 but they more 
than doubled their numbers during the five years between the 
censuses. Lutherans who had steadily decreased from 1904 to 
1921 showed a considerable recovery in 1926 when the loss between 
1911 and 1921 was almost recovered. The Dutch, Anglican, 
Methodist and Jewish denominations have shown increases at 
every census since 1904. The only denomination that showed a 
decrease between 1921 and 1926 was the Congregationalists.

Table CXIV-—Principal Religions OF EUROPEANS—INTER- 
CENSAL Increases OR DECREASES, 1904^1926.

Religions.
1904-11. 1911-21. 1921-26.

No. o/ 70: No. o/ 70: No. 70*

Dutch Churches.......... 130,500 23-2 145,084 20-9 82,979 9-89Anglican................. 12,666 5-2 38,386 15-0 17,255 5-86Methodist................ 11,650 16 5 20,667 25-2 2,446 2-38 •Presbyterian......................... - 2,768 - 4:5 16,366 27-9 4,517 6 02Hebrew................................. 8,823 23-2 15,184 32:4 9,713 15-64Roman Catholic.......... — 2,147 - 3-8 7,453 13-9 9,981 16 29Lutheran............................... - 669 - 2-7 - 4,609 -19-4 4,273 22-37Baptist.................. - 17 - -1 326 2:2 1,902 12-33Apostolic Faith........... 7,802 100-77Independent or Congrega-
tionalist............... 2,781 26-2 - 2,804 -20-9 - 633 -5-97

133. Urban and Rural Areas.—The distribution between urban 
and rural areas is shown in Table No. CXV in actual numbers and 
in proportions per 1,000 of each of the principal religions. Full 
details for the census of 1904 are not available, and the figures 
for that census have, therefore, been omitted from the table.

With one exception, the proportions in urban areas have 
increased since 1921; but this corresponds with the increase in 
the urban population. The ratio of urban to rural population in 
1921 was 55-8 to 44-2 and changed in 1926 to 58-17 to 41-83. 
The Dutch churches, however, increased at a rather greater rate 
and the Jewish at a lesser rate.

The adherents of the Dutch churches predominate in rural 
areas while the reverse is the case in regard to all other religions. 
Less than 7 per cent, of Hebrews were to be found in rural areas, 
while Lutherans show a fairly even distribution between urban 
and rural areas.
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Table CXV.—PRINCIPAL Religions or Europeans IN URBAN 
and RURAL AREAS, 1911 to 1926.

Number.

Religion.
1911. 1921. 1926.

Urban. Rural. Urban. Rural. Urban. Rural.

Proportion per 1000 of each Religion in Urban and Rural Areas.

Dutch Churches.................. 193,092 500,218 308,775 530,207
Nederduits Gereformeer-

de . ........................ . ....
Gereformeerde Kerk van

— — — — 333,859 497,854
Suid- Afrika.................. ----- —- 16,915 28,807

Hervorin.de Kerk....... ----- — 12,244 32,282
Anglican................. 205,900 48,642 232,041 61,985 253,094 58,187Methodist.............................. 61,246 20,597 76,880 25,891 81,384 23,833
Presbyterian......................... 48,805 9,552 61,106 13,893 67,157 12,359Jewish................................... 42,487 4,280 57,261 4,842 66,896 4,920
Roman Catholic.......... 44,779 8,803 49,570 11,676 60,009 11,218
Lutheran................ 14,273 9,385 10,290 8,808 13,221 10,150
Baptist.................. 12,091 2,958 12,265 3,149 14,178 3,138
Apostolic Faith........... 
Independent or Congrega-

— — 4,869 2,873 9,273 6,271
tionalist............... 11,083 2,285 8,594 2,004 8,707 1,258

Dutch Churches.................... 279 721 368 632
Nederduits Gereformeer­

de Kerk.............
Gereformeerde Kerk van

— - — 401 599
Suid-Afrika................... --- 370 630Hervormde Kerk............ -----)<,)-> ------ --- 275 725Anglican................................ 809 191 789 211 813 187Methodist................ 748 252 748 252 773 227Presbyterian......................... 836 164 815 185 845 155Jewish.................................... 908 92 922 78 931 69Roman Catholic.......... 836 164 809 191 843 157Lutheran............................... 603 397 539 461 566 434Baptist.................. 803 197 796 204 819 181Apostolic Faith........... 

Independent or Congrega-
— — 629 371 597 403

tionalist............................. 829 171 811 189 874 126

134. Religions in Large Urban Centres.—The number of 
adherents of the principal religions in the ten largest urban centres 
and the distribution per 1,000 of the respective populations are 
given hereunder. The highest proportion attained by any one 
denomination was in Bloemfontein where 46 • 3 per cent, of the 
population were members of the Dutch chinches. ' The second 
highest proportion—44-2 per cent.—was amongst the Anglicans 
of Durban and environs. Pietermaritzburg has 43 per cent. 
Anglicans and Pretoria 43 per cent, adherents of Dutch churches.

Anglicans predominated in seven of the ten towns. In the 
other three the Dutch churches were in the ascendancy. East 
London appears to be the stronghold of the Baptist community 
and Durban of the Congregationalists.

Hebrews formed 15 per cent, of the population of Johannes­
burg and almost 9 per cent, of Cape Town, while in Pietermaritz­
burg they did not quite reach 1 per cent. The proportions of 
other religions did not vary much between town and town, the 
Roman Catholic having a very even distribution.

in LARGE URBAN CENTRES and Suburbs, 1926.Table CXVI.—PRINCIPAL Religions OF EUROPEANS

Religions.
Johannes- 
burg and 
Suburbs.

Cape Town
Wynberg 

and Suburbs.

Durban 
and 

Suburbs.

Port 
Elizabeth 

and Suburbs.

East 
London 

and Suburbs.

Pretoria 
and 

Suburbs.

Pieter- 
maritzburg 

and Suburbs.

Kimberley 
and 

Suburbs.

Bloemfon­
tein and 
Suburbs.

Germiston 
and 

Suburbs.

Numbers.

Dutch Churches.......................... 35,384 23,996 3,756 7,214 3,478 23,401 1,889 3,510 10,507 7,853Anglican,...
Methodist................................. 48,251

15471 51,472 31,340 12,053 7,938 11,825 8,594 5,495 4,782 4,293
Presbyterian................................ 11 F 2r

9,593 7,402 3,077 3,409 4,355 2,931 2,584 1,807 2,093
Hebrew................................. 8,444 8,982 2,735 2,563 3,816 2,178 1,977 1,660 1,973
Roman Catholic................. 11,692 2,418 1,490 679 2,383 188 812 1,406 907
Lutheran...................... 11,227 7,090 3,010 2,081 3,301 1,477 1,522 1,042 983
Baptist............................ 3,181 978 176 706 834 227 143 222 66
Apostolic Faith................... 1,861 1,338 1,214 1,480 457 601 345 209 231
Independent or Congregationalist............. 1,262 840

2,191
282

2,261
93

454
95
36

940
131

229
365

209
53

180
34

343
32

Proportion per 1,000 of Population in Each Centre.

Dutch Churches...................... 207 184 53 216 150 431 96 203 463 403Anglican..................
Methodist.............. 283 394 442 361 342 218 435 318 211 220
Presbyterian............ 73 104 92 147 80 148 150 80 107
Hebrew................................... U 65 127 82 110 70 110 114 73 101
Roman Catholic.................. 151 89 34 45 29 44 9 47 62 46
Lutheran.................. 86 86 100 90 90 61 75 88 46 50
Baptist.............’........ 12 24 14 5 30 15 11 8 10 3
Apostolic Faith......................... 12 14 19 36 63 8 30 20 9 12
Independent or Congregationalist........ 11

7
6

17
4

32
3

14
4
2

17
2 11

18
12

3
8
1

18
2

135. Religion and Parentage.—In the following table No. 
a selected number of religions have been correlated with 

a selected number of parentages. The table indicates that what 
one might term the “ National" churches (or denominations) are 
not confined to those of that national origin or parentage, although, 
in every instance those of a particular parentage predominate in 
following the religion of that origin. Those of Greek parentage

mostly follow the Greek Orthodox Church, German parentage 
the Lutheran church, the Scottish the Presbyterian church and so 
on; but all religions have adherents of all the different parentages. 
Even the Jewish religion has followers who claim to be of Dutch 
South African, English, Scottish, etc., parentage. The Roman 
Catholics appear to show the biggest variety of adherents of 
various parentage.

TABLE CXVII. PRINCIPAL Religions OF Europeans CLASSIFIED According to THE Most Predominant PARENTAGES OF THE 
POPULATION.—UNION, 1926.

Religion.

Parentage.
82

pii C,7 AM,

Dutch South African.. 
British South African.. 
English................ ...........
Irish.................................
Scottish.......................
Welsh/............................;
Other British................  
Hebrew............................
Austrian..........................  
Belgian............................ 
Danish............................. 
French.............................
German............... 
Greek............................. ..
Italian..............................
Netherlander..................
Norwegian.......................
Portuguese......................
Swedish..........................

790,105 
19,061

3,624
1,529
2,228

130
86

172
25
35

145
1,890
7,280

69
166

4,426
103
82

162

43,226 
547
93
38

13
170
349

6
1,149

41,774
486
131
65

104
3

10
152
504

6
1,240

25,214 
102,814 
141,719
10,615
13,937 
4,062 
2,801

325
69
69

680
657

4,690 
259 
206

613
93

700

15,280 
41,391 
33,356
2,887 
5,480 
1,628

753 
67 
28
43

219
239

2,511
55
49

352
233

29
211

3,586 
14,681
8,357
3,728

46,415 
578 
631
21
31
14
97

106 
724

10

67 
341 
292

16
15
3

41 
71,041

4,187
17,238 
12,011 
15,388

2,758
393
722

69
623
806
101

2,613
4,156

144
3,106

75
2,344

107

1,409
1,153

183 
27 
86

9
15
32
75

2
567
31

16,992
11
20

272
1,245

1,539 
4,858 
4,779

301
1,174

654
154

63 
6
2

45
3,250 

3 
8

102 
92

136. Religions and Official Languages Spoken.—The correlation 
between the official language spoken and religion is dealt with in 
Section V of this report dealing with Official Languages.

137. Europeans Born Outside Union.—In the following table 
the religious belief of persons born outside the Union has been

12,757
1,225 

376 
125
175 

17 
12
25

5

25
74

523
17
14

102
18
19
16

853 
2,907 
3,794

195
1,327

407
86
10

3

377 
1,115 
1,566

163
427
42
41
19

1,227 
836
960 
117
214 

41
33

5

17
31

140

H5

2,660 1,464 17 455408 818 23 407
166 474 6 65854 110 3 85
72 85 1 28212 18 2 14

1 29 8 5
1 12 3 4
1 ----- ----- 1
9 5 8

11 11 1
64 70 12 33----- ----- 2,109
2 3 1 1

14 21 1 15
1 10 ---- 13* i. ------- — ------ 13

5 — 7

correlated with the parentage of the individual. In tabulating 
the table the principal religions only have been selected and the 
minor or numerically weakest denominations amalgamated under 
other religions or other Christian sects.

Table CXVIII.—PRINCIPAL Religions op Europeans BoEN OUTSIDE THE UNION, Classified According to Parentage -Union 
Census, 1926.

Parentage.

•a

Male.

Dutch South African.... 
British South African.... 
English................................
Irish.....................................
Scottish................ 
Welsh.............. ....................  
Other British.....................
Hebrew................................
American (United States) 
Austrian..............................
Belgian..................................
Danish.................. 
French...................................
German.................................  
Greek..................................... 
Italian...................................  
.. .............................................. 
Netherlander........................  
Norwegian............................  
Polish.................. ..................
Portuguese............................ 
Russian.................................. 
Swedish.................................  
Swiss......................................  
Syrian.................................... 
Other.....................................  
Unspecified...........................

TOTAL.

982
53

127
37

15
2
4

13
14

301

1,373
9

3,111

348 402

467 513

185 
1,580 

43,008 
2,655 
2,608 
1,345

992
21

154 
5

12
128

53
239

43
18

21 
117
29
14
43

9

53,459

23
213 

1,636 
1,329 

16,584
185
246

20,442

2
35

978
36 

341 
174
24

52
308 

7,063
451
798
471
224

261
5

2,459

5
1

95
578

6

71
412

47

1,660 9,739 4,081

48
148 

2,519 
3,418

526

252

87 
242 
123
15

646
840
47 

1,087
153 
210

10
93

1,213
70
18
80 

521 
234

9

12,690

1,160

1,268

6
44 

1,146
52 

307 
251

41
22
25

114

2
17

304
50
97
11

9

6
13 

,234
21
41
13
10

46
65

1,932
278
759
127

5 
51 
21 

274
74
11
9 

179
69

4

2,121 | 523 370 J 4,264

98
150

6
4

14
561

22,744

23,003

164
30
29
37
12

9

8
25 

834 
123 
330

55 
50
51
54
12
2

19
14
74

2
168
18

1,099 1,891


