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ISLINGTON DISTRICT
PROVIDENT & FRIENDLY VISITING SOCIETY.

Presidents.
Siv ALBERT ROLLIT, IV
A. M. TORRANCE, Esq., NCLES
Rev. Caxon McCORMICK, B. D
@rustees.

Miss PRITCHARD.

Mg. & Mrs. W. M. BLYTH.

§. HALL, Esq.

Secretary & @reasurer.
W. M. CRICHTON, Esq., 268, St. Paul’s Road, Highbury Corner.

N\

O0BJEGCT S

To encourage self-respect and independence by making it easy for men

and women to save a portion of their weekly earnings.

When there is no saving, distress from want may be very near. How

many are now suffering because they lived up to what they earned ?

To give and receive information as to Working Men’s Clubs, Benefit
and Provident Societies, Working Boys’ and Girls’ Clubs, Libraries
Schools, &c.

Those who are always at work have 1o time to find out about the
various Societies, &c., which exist for the benefit of body and mind.
A visit from one who knows about these things must be useful to many.

To advise in cases of illness, difficulty, or distress.

Sympathy and friendship are always valuable, but never more so than
when there is special need of strength and wisdom.

REPORT

For the Year ending December, 1894.

« Be not weary in well doing, for, i due season, ye shall reap if ye faint not.”

!@HIS fifth year of our work has been one of very great difficulty through
want of workers; at one time it seemed almost impossible to continue

the whole of the district we have visited since 1889, and, had it not been for the




good work done by temporary helpers, we should not have been able, as we are,
to report the continuance during the past eleven months of Provident visiting
throughout the district. We were, however, fortunate enough to get strong
help from an American lady during the summer, when many of our visitors
were absent, and the place of the visitor who has the largest number of
depositors, and who has had to be away from her district since July last, has
been taken by a lady who has worked quite regularly and so enthusiastically,
that the work has not suffered, but has gradually extended in her hands. Four
visitors have left us during 1894, one through ill health and three through
pressure of other work ; and, under these circumstances, it is not difficult to see
why we have to report that our depositors, who numbered €00 last year, have
not yet grown to 700, and our receipts, which were nearly £200, have only
increased to £225. This is in some degree discouraging, but we, who are still
working, believe strongly enough in our principles and methods to work on and
to make special efforts to get othersto join hands with us in doing what we
believe to be not only very helpful now, but which will tell more and more the
longer it is continued and the more thoughtfully and earnestly it is dome.
Thrift, Association, Friendship! These are good words and stand for good
things, and if each visitor only helps two or three families to know the importance
of habits of economy and of saving, to understand the value of associating
themselves in good Clubs and Friendly Societies, and to realise something of
what Iriendship means, we shall rejoice together in the knowledge that we

have not worked in vain.

It is our intention, during the spring, to bring our need of visitors before the
Clergy of some of the parishes in which the congregations are mainly composed
of leisured persons. There must be in these parishes many who do not feel
themselves specially fitted for evangelistic work, but who would he glad to give
two cr three hours each week to the service of their fellows. To these we can
offer an opening for simple, natural intercourse with their neighbours, and the
opportunity of serving them and of learning from them lessons which can be
learnt in no other way. We should be glad to have ten or twelve new visitors this
year, for the Barnsbury Provident Visiting Society is wanting visitors even

more urgently than we are.

Another plan we have is that of making our monthly meeting of yisitors
more interesting and imporiant by inviting representatives of various branches
of Friendly Societies to come and speak to us about their work. We have a
capital Lodge of the Oddfellows in our district, and during 1894 one of the first
Lodges of Women Foresters has been started in Islington, and, in less than a
year, has enrolled' over sixty members. There is- also some chance of a
Federation of Provident Visiting Societies, and it would be most interesting and
instructive to have each month an account of the methods of one of these
Societies, There can be no doubt that an interchange of information would
help to raise the standard of our work all round.

3

We have to report the success of our Children's Entertainment, when we
had a gathering of about 200 children depositors, and also of the Annual
Meeting and Entertainment, when between 200 and 300 acault depositors
gathered in the St. Bartholomew’s Schools to listen to the report of the year's
work, and to enjoy an excellent concert of vocal and instrumental music. We
have not been able to arrange any courses of lectures on our own behalf this
year, but our visitors were able to make known the course of free nursing
lectures given at the Cloudesley Institute, and some of our depositors have

attended this course with pleasure and profit.

THE LIBRARY.

The event in the history of the Library during 1894 has been its removal, at
the end of April, from Tibberton Square to 20, Queen’s Cottages, Popham
Street, where, owing to the kindness of the Managers of the Buildings, it finds a
room rent free with gas. It is now opened on Wednesdays at mid-day, as well
as on Saturday evenings. Our books are thus brought into & new centre, and
new members have come from the immediate neighbourhood. We have
received gifts of books from Mr, Walter Besant, Mr, M. Bunney and others, and
this year, for the first time, we have been able to purchase some books for
ourselves, with part of the money saved from rent. The kind donations of
friends have enabled us to have a new book-cupboard made, and to meet the
expenses of removal. We now need to renew or rebind the favorite books that
are wearing out. We have lost very few books since we first opened, and these
chiefly through the removal, illness or occasional carelessness of readers.

In common with other libraries, we find that fiction comprises quite
75 per cent. of the books taken out. But we have a few studious readers and
one of them, Mr. Luker, has joined us as a helper on Saturday evenings.
Mr. Bunney and Mr. Barnard continue librarians and Miss Balmer superintends

the library on Wednesdays.

Mr, and Mrs. Blyth, 20, Highbury Terrace, will very gladly receive the
names of new workers, either for the Provident Visiting Society or for the

Library.




EbSEX ROAD LIbRARY ACCOUNT 1894.

£ S. d £ s d
Mrs. Fred Bolton ... ONLOSS0 Owing Treasurer from last Account ... 0 8 2
Miss L. EEckenstein OSLOR0) Rent, Cleaning and Lighting ... 9 RIS E
Samuel Hall, Esq ... SRR () R(pzms ORLOS
Miss Holborn RSN 1EEE () Printing (,ncuhus and (am ogue 10 (0
Miss L. Sharpe : 4. TR R0 0 New boo< Case.. SUNOI N0
M. W. Watson, Iisq. - .. SR ORRG Purchase of Books ORI
Subseriptions of Munbu% 'md "Sale of Petty Expenses... Q)
(atalogues’ & oA e AT 6] Balance in hand (0% v alit
Sale of Books = ORI OS0
£8 17 11 LRI
PROVIDENT SOCIETY MANAGEMENT ACEOIL NS
Liis o d Loaiid
Balance from last Account SRS ER OB ) Rev. L. Stanham, for use of Schoolroom 0 10 0
Mrs. Fred Bolton ... B .. 010 0 | Caretakerfor Cleaning Schoolroom, &. 0 10 0
Samuel Hall, Esq.... £ a1 N (S ) Printing 500 copies of Annual chmt 1Tto: =0
N. Masterman, Esq. don & oAl HOE AT Printing 800 Tickets for Entertain-
Siz A. K. Roellit.  --. A e SORORNG ments . SSTROIN S0
A. M. Torrance, Ksq. S L) Balance in hand Wi s ST
Interest on Deposits L] o (e )
By Sale of Cards... e (0SSR
£9% 5 £9 5 1

Iixamined and found correct,

December 27th, 1894, PET,, (B ENTH:.
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