
FABIAN TRACT, No. ~0. 

@uesfions for 'P!oor ~aro 
~uarbians. 

SIR, 
In connection with your Candidature for the Office of 

Guardian of the Poor, I should be obliged if you would be 
good enough to inform me of your v1ews on the following 
questions. 

I am, yours faithfully 

Name of Elector .................. .................................. . 

Address of Elector ... ... .... ... .... ....... .. . ... ......... ..... ...... . 

QUESTIONS. 

I.-A DEMOCRATIC BOARD. 
1.-Are you in favour of abolishing 
(a) The rating qualification for Poor 

Law Guardians ({25 or £4o); 
(b) The existing Plural Voting in pro-

portion to the rateable value of 
each house? 

2.-Will you support the proposal that 
the method of Election of Guardians 
and the franchise be the same as that 
for the County Council ? 

3.-Will you support evening meetings 
of the Board and of its Committees, in 
order that working men and women may 
be able to serve as Guardians? 

I I.-AN EFFICIENT POOR LAW 
ORGANISATION FOR LONDON. 
4.-Are you in favour of the equalisation 

of rates throughout the metropolis, and the 
transfer of the administration of all Poor 
Law institutions in London to an elected 
central Poor Law Council,ha ving authority 
over the Local Boards of Guardians ? 

5.-Are you in favour of strictly classi-
fying the indoor poor, and of housing the 
different classes (aged, able-bodied, &c.) 
whenever possible, in separate h11ildings? 

ANSWERS. 



r 

QUESTIONS. 

IlL-PROPER TREATMENT OF 
WORKERS. 

6.-Will you insist that in all work 
carried out by the Board, the Trade Union 
rate of wages shall be paid, and that the 
hours of work shall be limited to a maxi-
mum of eight per day, or forty-eight in 
each week? 

7.-Will you in every possible case 
prefer the direct employment of labour by 
the Board to the intervention of a con-
tractor? 

8.-Whenever it is found necessary to 
employ a contractor, will you insist upon 
the insertion, in all contracts for supplies 
as well as for works of clauses stipulating 
(I) against sub-contracting or Eweating, 
(2) for the payment of the Trade Union 
Rate of wages, if any is ·fixed for that 
trade, (3) that the working day shall be 
Eight Hours only ? 

g.-Will you advocate the payment of 
a mimimum wage of 24/- a week to all 
adult labourers employed by the Board ? 

IV.-THE WORTHY POOR. 
10.-Are you in favor of su,bstituting a 

system of adequate pensions to the aged 
and disabled poor for the present Poor 
Law relief? 

I 1.-Are you in favor of such an ad-
ministration of Poor Law Infirmaries, 
Dispensaries, and Sick Asylums as shall 

(a) remove all taint of pauperism from 
the public treatment of sickness 
or accident? 

(b) facilitate the placing of the present 
endowed Hospitals, Asylums, and 
Dispensaries.under the control of 
some public authority? 

12.-Will you insist that where aged 
married people, both over sixty, are in the 
workhouse, a separate apartment is pro-
vided for them, if they desire it, as directed 
by the Law [10 and II Viet. c. 109, s. 23], 
and report to the Local Government 
Board any infraction of the same ? 

I3.-Will you see that the aged poor in 
the workhouse are made comfortable, pro-
vided with books and newspapers, and 
allowed to smoke or to interest them-
selves in some occupation? 

ANSWERS. 



QUEST IONS. 

14.-Will you take care that all ::hildren 
whose charge devolves upon the commun-
ity, in consequence of the death, desertion, 
or pauperism of their parents ? 

(a) shall not in any way be made to feel 
that their dependence is either 
criminal or disgraceful ? 

(b) shall not be marked out either by 
dress or treatme nt from th eir 
fellows? 

(c) shall receive such general education 
and special teaching of a skilled 
trade by apprenticeship or other-
wise, as shall counteract any 
hereditary tendency to lapse into 
pauperism? 

(d) shall be removed from the contact 
with paupers which is inevitable 
in workhouses, and trained in 
special institutions, divided in 
the" Cottage Home System," or 
boarded-out in the country and 
sent to efficient public schools? 

15.-Will you insist upon the Guardians 
making an earnest endeavour to find 
temporary and honourable employment 
for those out of work in seasons of 
depression by co-operation with the I 
Vestry, or Town or County Council, 
and the arrangement of the public works 
in such a way as to increase the em-
ployment at these periods? 

(N .B.-This is strongly recommended 
by the Local Government Board, and 
has been successfully carried out in 
Chelsea and elsewhere). 

ANSW ERS. 

V.-THE UNDESERVING POOR. 
16.-Are you in favour of the abolition 

of:-

!---
(«).-The present demoralising Casual 

Vvards ? 
(b.)-Out-door relief to the able-bodied , 

except in cases of real emergency? 
And their replacement by the compulsory 
and corrective treatment of the habitua l 
casual, vagrant or mendicant in some kind 
of" labour colonv" ' 

~------

S tguature of Caudidate .. ... . ....... . . .. ... .•.... .......• ·. · .. . ... ·· .. . 



FABIAN SOCIETY. 
<ESTABLISHED 1883.) 

T HE FABIAN SOCIETY consists of Socialists. A statement of its 
Principles, Rules, Conditions of Membership, etc., can be obtained 

from the Secretary, a t 2L, Hyde Park Mansions, London, N.W. Also 
the following publications :-

"FABIAN ESSAYS IN SOCIALISM." 
(27th Thousand .) 

A full exposition of modern English Socialism in its latest and maturest phase. 
The book consists of eight monographs by G. BERNARD SHAW, SYDNEY OLIVIER, 
SIDNEY WEBB, WILLIAM CLARKE, HUBERT BLAND, GRAHAM WALLAS and ANNIE 
BESANT. The frontispiece is by WALTER CRAN E. 
Library Edition , 6s.; or, dirut (•·om th~ SecrttMy for Cash, 4 /6 (postag~ 4~d.) 
Cheap Edition , Paper cover (published by Walter Scott 24 Warwick Lane, 

London), ::.s. ; ditto, plain cloth, 2s. At all booksellers, or post free from 
the Secretary for 1s. and 2s. respectively . 

FABIAN TRACTS. 
To be obtained from the Publisher, JoH N HEYWOOD, Deansgate and Ridgefield, 

Manchester, and 1, Paternoster Buildings, London ; or from the Secretary at 
above address. 

No. 1.-Why are the Many Peor? 75th thousand. Price 6 for 1d. ; 
IS. per 100. 

No. 5.-Facts for Socialists. A survey of the distribution of income and 
the condition of classes in England, gathered from official returns, and from the 
works of economists and statisticians. 55th thousand. 16 pp ., 1d. or gd. per doz. 

No . 7 .-Capital and Land A similar survey of the distribution of pro-
perty, with a criticism of the distinction sometimes set up between Land and 
Capital as instruments of production. 1oth thousand . 16 pp., 1d.; or gd. per doz . 

No. 8.- Facts for Londoners . An exhaustive collection of statistical and 
other information relating to the County and City of London , with suggestions for 
Municipal Reform on Socialist principles. sth thousand . 56 pp., 6d .; or 4/6 doz. 

No. 9 .- An Eight Hours Bill. Full notes explain the Trade Option clause 
and the precedents on which the Bill is founded. A list of literature dealing with 
the hours of labor is appended. 2oth thousand. 16 pp. , td.; or gd . per doz. 

No. 10.-Figures for Londoners (a short abstract of No. 8). 2oth 
thousand. 4 pp., 6 for 1d. ; IS. per 100. 

No. 11.- The Workers Political Programme fully explains the politics 
of to-day from the working class point of view, and gives questions to put to 
Parliamentary candidates. 2oth thomand. 20 pp ., 1d.; or gd. per doz . 

No.12.- Practicable Land Nationalization . A brief statement of practico.l 
proposals for immediate reform . 2oth thousand . 4 pp., 6 for ld .; or Is. per 100, 

No. 13 .-What Socialism Is . A short exposition of the aim of Socialists. 
30th thousand. 4 pp., 6 for td.; or IS. per 100. 

No. 14.- The New Reform Bill. A draft Act of Parliament providing for 
Adult Suffrage, Payment of Members and their election expenses, Second Ballot, 
and a thorough system of Registration. 15th thousand. 20 pp. , 1d .; or gd. per doz. 

No. 15 .-English Progress towards Social Democracy. The evolution 
of English Society, with explanation of Socialism. 1oth thous. 16 pp., 1d. ; gd . doz. 

No. 16.-A Plea for an Eight Hours Bill. A brief answer to objectors. 
50th thousand. 4 pp., 6 for I d.; IS . per 100. 

No. 17.-Reform of the Poor Law. Facts as to pauperism, with proposals 
for pensions for the aged, and other Socialist reforms. 20 pp., td. ; gd . per doz. 

No. 18.-Facts for Bristol (i1l pr~paration). 
No. 19.-What the Farm Laborer Wants. 4 pp. 6 for I d.; or I/ - per 100. 
No. 20.-Questions for Poor Law Guardians. 4 pp., 6 for td . ; or IS. 

per 100. 
1:3? The set post free for eighteen pence . 

• THE LECTURE LIST, containing the names of eighty-five lecturers, 
who offer their services gratuitously, may be obtained on application to 
the Secretary. Upwards of 1000 lectures were deli vered by members 
during the year ended in March , 18go. 


