
F ASIAN TRACT No. 71. 

THE (LONDON) 

Tenant's Sanitary Catechism 
See the Pubhc Health (London) Act, I89I, and the Houszi1g af 

Workz'11g Classes Act, I890." The references at'e to the 
former unless otlzerunse stated. 

[DECEMBER, 1896.] 

The attention of householders and lodgers is directed to the 
powers given to the local authorities by the Public Health (London) 
Act, I 89 I, and Housing of Working Classes Act, I 890 (see pages 3 
and +)· Occupiers are requested to read the questions below ; and 
if their houses are not in a sanitary condition as prescribed by these 
Acts, they should fill in these spaces under the heading " Answers," 
and forward this paper, either signed by themselves OR NOT, to the 
Sanitary Inspector for the district, who is obliged then to enquire 
into the matter. Persons employed in an insanitary workshop should 
use the form to describe the workshop, and send it to the Sanitary 
Inspector, or to the Home Office, Whitehall, London, S.W. Letters 
addressed to the Sanitary Inspector, Vestry Offices, with the name of 
the Parish, should reach the proper authority. 

This leaflet may a lso be used by persons desirous of enquiring into the san itary 
condition of any district in the County of London. The questions should then be 
asked by the enquirer, and the blanks filled up by him. The results, when collected, 
can be tabulated and published in the loca l press, sent to the Sanitary Authority, the 
County Council, and the Local Government Board, or otherwise made use of. 

QUESTIONS. 

r. Name of Parish. 
2. Name of Street and No. of House. 
3· Name of the occupier or occupiers. 
4· N arne and address of the reputed 

owner. 
S· Has the house a water-closet for 

the sole use of its inmates? 
(See Clauses 39 and 40.) 

6. If a water-closet, is it properly 
flushed with water from a cistern sepa-
rate from that used for drinking water? 

(See Clauses 48 and so.) 

ANSWERS. 

,::~ 
cY 

* Any Act of Parliament can be obtained for a few pence of Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode, East Harding-street, E.C., or P . S. King and Son, King-street, West-
minster, 



QUESTIONS . 
----

7. If n ot for ole use of the h ouse, 
how m any (n) ho uses, (b) person s usc 
th e same clo et ? 

(See Cla use 46.) 

8. (a) I s th e kitchen or scull ery fitt ed 
with a proper sink ? (b) is it in sound 
condition and trapped ? 

(See Clause 40.) 

9· Is there a properly construct ed 
dust -bin fo r the sole use of the inmates? 

(See CIa use 40.) 

10. Is it regularly e mpti ed ? 
(See Clause 30.) 

I 1. Are the fl oors thro ughout in a 
proper condition of repair ? 

1 2 . Are the ceiling and walls clean 
and in repa ir and fr ee fr om cracks? 
(See Clause 94,t,and H ousing of W orking Classes 

Act, r8go, C lause 75.) 

I ~. Is th e roof o und and water-
t ig l{t ? 

q . I s ITll)' par t of the house in such 
a condition as t o be dangerous or in-
j uri ou t o th e health of the inhabitants? 

(See Cla use 2, a.) 

I ~· I s the water -supply abundant ? 
I s it constan t or in termittent ? Arc 
taps, e tc., conveniently placed ? Arc 
t he c i te rn s reg ul arly cleaned , and in an 
accessibl e position fo r in pection ? 

(See Clau es 48 and so.) 

16. I s t he back -yard properly pa\·ed 
a nd drain ed ? 

(Sec Clause 16, d.) 

17. H ow many rooms h a\·e you m 
yo ur h ouse ? 

18. Can yo u get a house clean and 
in repair in th e pari sh in which yo u 
live? 

19. Wh at weekly ren t do you pay? 
2 0 . \ Vhat is t he pace, back and 

front, between yo ur own hou e and 
any ot her b uild ing? 
(!lousing- of Working Classes Act, r8go, Clause 

3~. i., a. and b.) 

ANSWERS. 



QUESTIONS. 

2 T. Have you any factory-chim neys 
close to you which persistent ly pour 
smoke upon your dwelling ? ls there 
any works near you which causes bad 
smells, or noises at night? 

(See Clauses 23 and zr.) 

2 2. If you inhabit undergro und roo ms 
what (a) is the height from floor to ceil-
ing, (b) what height is there between 
the footway and top of windows ? 

(See Clause g6.) 

ANSWERS. 

I, the zmrlersig11ed, do hereby give )'Ott notice that there exzsts m 
or ujJo11 the above-named premzses the ma"sanccs above stated. 

Sig11ature .. 

Address 

Date 

To THE SA'IITARY At'THORITY. 

NOTES. 

SA:\'ITARY CLOSETS AND DRAINS. 

Cla u se 37 (i).-" ft shall not be lawful newly to erect any house or to rebuild any 
house without a sufficient ash pit, with proper doors and coverings ... and one or 
more proper and sufficient water-closet furnished with suitable water supply .. . . 
(iii.) the 'auitary :lllthority shall c:n1se notice to be served on owner or occupier requiring 
him .forthwTlh . . . to provide the same if it he witho ut the said water-rJo,et 01 

dustbin." " ff such notice is not complied 1\ith the owner or occupier shall he liable 
to a fine not exceeding five pounds . . . or the sanitary authority may in lieu of 
proceedings for a fine execute such work and may recover the expense . . . from 
owner of house. Pro\·ided that where a water-closet has before the commencement of 
this Act been used in common by inmates of two or more houses and in the opinion of 
the sanitary authority may continue to be properly so used, they need not require 
such for each house" (37, iv.). 

[N .B.- But the local authority should in ist on each house having its own closet.] 
Clause 39 .- Every local authority shall provide that all drains, water-closet•, 

earth-closets, privies, ashpits and cesspools within their district be constructed, and 
so kept as not to be a nuisance or injurious to health. 

Clause 30 pro\·ides that it shall be the duty of every san itary authority to secure 
the due remova l at proper periods of bouse refuse from premises and proper emptying 
and cleansing of all ash pits, closets, and cesspools (if any) in their district. Where 
this is not done at the ordinary period and the occupier serves on the author ity a 
written notice requiring the removal of such, if a sanitary authority fail without 
reasonable cause to comply with this section they shall be liable to a fine not exceeding 
twenty pounds. And if a11y perso11 in the employ of sanitary authority demands from 
occupier any fee or gratuity he shall be liable to a fine not exceeding twenty shillings. 

Claus e s 4 and 5 provide that on receipt of any information respecting the exist-
ence of a nuisance caused by premises unfit for human habitation, a closing order 
may be obtai'1ed, and if sufficient proof is given the Court shall make a closing order 
and may impose a fine not exceeding twenty pounds. 



CLEAN ANT> IlEAL THY IIOP. E.. 

Clause 1.-" It shall ht lht dut;• of every sanitary authority to cause to be made 
from time to time inspection of their district to ascertain what nuisances exist calling 
for abatement . . . and to enforce the provisions of this Act for purpose of ab:ning 
same. And to put in force powers vested in them to secure proper sanitary condition 
of all /JI'tmisn in their district." Nuisances which may be abated summarily: Clause 2 
deals with any p1·emists injurious or dangerous to health ; any pool, ditch, gutter, 
water-course, cistern, water-closet, earth-closet, privy, urinal, cesspool, drain, dung-pit, 
or ash pit-any animal, any accumulation or deposit, any house or part of a house so 
overcrowded as to be injurious to health. Any absence of water-fittings, factories and 
workshops (not under Factory Act), and any pei'SOI! may give information to sanitary 
authority whose duty it shall be to immediately require it to be abated. 

Cla u se 75 of Housing of vV01·king Classes Act, provides "that any contract made 
for letting a house to persons of the working classes shall imply that such house at 
tzme of letting is in all respects reasonably fit for human habitation." For weekly 
tenants the time of letting cannot be more than one week ago. 

Clause 2 (i) (a), defines a nuisance as any premises in such a state as to be a 
nuisance or injurious to health. 

Clauses 2 and 12 give sanitary authority power to abate a nuisance summarily if its 
order is not complied with. 

Claus e 5 provides that where a nuisance is proved to exist such as renders a house 
or building unfit for human habitation the Court may impose a closing order till such 
Court has declared it to have heen rendered fit for human habitation. 

Clause 49 declares a house unfit for human habitation if it has not a proper and 
sufficient supply of water, and Clause 37 (iii.) provides that a sanitary authority shall 
call on an owner to provide forthwith closet or ash pit wanting to any inhabited house. 

C lauses 3 and 12. - Who may Complailt.-lnformation of any nuisance under this 
Act in the district of the sanitary authority may be given by all)' perso11 aggrieved 
thereby or by four householders, or by any officer of such district, relieving officer, 
constable or police officer. 

Cla u s e 21 provides that if any house is rendered unfit for human habitation 
through offensive effluvia arising from any factory adjoining, any ten inhabitants of 
the district may complain to the sanitary authority, who <hall enquire into and a hate 
it. A heavy fine may be imposed . 

Cla u s e 31 of the Housing of vV01·king Clasus Act, r89o, says: "Four or more 
hou-;eholders by written complaint can compel the medical officer of health in a locality 
to inspect houses that are considered unfit for human habitation, and he is then bound 
to report the results of his inspection to the local authority; he is also bound tO 
rlulare that such hou es or dwellings arejit or art notjit for human habitation. 

Under the Sanitary Act, I866, the sanitary authority has power to require any 
house which is occupied by more than one family to be registered; the sanitary 
authority has extensive powers over lodging houses thus registered. 

0VERCRO\\'DING AND DISPLACEMENT OF WORKING CLASSES FOR 
IMPROVEMENT SCHEMES. 

Overcrowding has to be dealt with under Clauses 2 (e) and 7. 
As to Displacement of persons for an improvement scheme, Clause I I, Housing of 

\Vorking Classes Act, provides that accommodation shall be found for at least as 
many as are displaced in the same area, unless it can be proved that some other place 
not in immediate vicinity will be equally convenient. 

Part iii. of the same Act gives power to the London County Council to build or 
hire cottages or dwellings for the working classes whenever there is need of them. 
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