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THE GARDEN OF EXPERI ENCE.
Out of the Anguish of Pain proceeds Endurance. 
From the travail of Adversity is born understanding. 
At the Shrine of Sorrow stand Sympathy and Love. 
Welcome, therefore, Pain, Adversity and Sorrow, 
For from these spring the most beautiful Flowers of

Life. '
LOUISA THOMSON-PRICE.

Our friend and gallant colleague, Mrs. Thomson- 
Price, was born into a high Tory family, the daughter 
of a Captain in the 2nd Life Guards. She early began 
to think for herself, was a lecturer for the Women’s 
Liberal Association, spoke on Suffrage (with Lord 
Haldane) in 1891, and wel­
comed John Burns when he 
came out of prison to es­
tablish that right of free 
speech in Trafalgar Square 
used by us to such good 
purpose ten years later.

For 40 years she was a 
busy journalist, attached 
for 28 years to the editorial 
staffs of two London 
dailies; but she was also 
an artist and a poet, writ- 
ing illustrated articles for 
the dailies, authoritative 
articles for the financial 
press, political articles and 
political cartoons, design­
ing- humorous Suffrage car­
toons (types of Anti-suf- 
fragettes, etc.) for The 
Vote, and contributing to 
it many much-appreciated 
articles. She edited-several 
papers, and was Consulting 
Editor and Director of 
The Vote.

Already a member of the 
National Union, she be­
came one of the first mem- 
bers of the Hampstead 
branch of the Women’s 
Freedom League, and her 

LOUISA THOMSON-PRICE.

experience and advice were always generously avail- 
able. M I .

She sat upon our National Executive Committee, 
took a large part in speaking’ and working- for the 
League, in the Picketing of the House of Commons, 

the Census Protest, Poster Parades, etc., and for 
many years devoted all her time at “Fairs” and 
parties to the exhausting art of “ character delinea­
tions ” for the League.

She was a member of the Council of the Society of 
Women Journalists and of 
the Journalists’ Advisory 
Board of the Lyceum Club. 

An exceedingly able 
business woman, she was 
a Governor of the Univer­
sal Cookery and Food 
Association, sat on many 
directorates, and was Vice- 
Chairman of the art firm 
of S. Hildesheimer & Co., 
Ltd. .

Mrs. Thomson Price 
specialised in company 
law and procedure, and 
was a keen critic at 
shareholders’ meetings. In 
1922 she organised and 
presided over a Committee 
of Investigation into the 
affairs of the Smithfield 
and Argentine Meat Co., 
Ltd., under whose advice 
the Company was, later, 
successfully reconstructed. 

Ten years ago she be- 
came a director of Slaters, 
Ltd., at that time paying 
no dividend, and with £I 
shares at 5s. 3d. Here, 
too, she presided over a 
Committee of Investiga- 
tion, being elected Deputy-

Chairman in the following year. Last May, after a 
discreditable attempt of a few persons to oust her 
from command, she was unanimously elected to the 
Chair, and announced a profit for the year of over 
£,26,000,
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All this time she never missed a weekly meeting of 
her Board, and when too ill to walk arranged to be 
taken to the board-room, and by her indomitable will 
carried out her duties. ■ The last few months, unable 
to leave her room, she still went through all the busi­
ness of the week with the officials of her firm.

A wonderful union of high qualities of head and 
heart inspired affection and admiration in all who 
knew her. With all her splendid courage, self-control, 
integrity, boundless energy, and industry, Mrs. 
Thomson-Price was a most loyal comrade - cheery, 
friendly, optimistic, and of ready wit. She followed 
eagerly the fortunes of The Vote, and was delighted 
with our “ strike issues.”

We close with two verses from “The Hills; of 
Peace,” the little poem she sent us-a few weeks ago :--■

Behind the valley rise, the hills, their peaks pierce 
through the sky,

Beyond their flower-decked slopes and swards, their
- summits, snow-tipped, lie; — . . . .

Away from stir and stress below, and free from 
strife’s alarm, 

The hills stand in majestic line—august, serene and 
calm.

Come up from the valley to the Hills of Peace, 
Let the fret and swirl and sweat and endless striving 

cease, ’ .
Leave the ploughshare in the Held—lay down tool 

or hod, " ' —■ — 
Rise above the mists of earth and seek the Peace 

of God.

The Tribute of a close Personal Friend.
It is unusual, even in these days, for a woman to 

wield such an influence in the business world, but in 
her case it was the more remarkable in that those 
great abilities were a treasure held in an earthen vessel 
of the frailest, most sorely afflicted type. Few people 
who heard her resonant voice speaking from a plat­
form had any idea that to walk across a room was a 
painful, sometimes an impossible feat.

With unflinching courage she held to her duties to 
the last, and passed away able to say : “ I have finished 
the work that Thou gavest me to do.” That work has 
been to lift higher the banner of business integrity 
and to make the lot of every worker with whom she 
had anything to do a pleasant, healthful, interesting, 
and properly paid occupation.

But those who knew Mrs. Thomson-Price as per­
sonal friend and literary comrade saw another Side 
of her jewel-like personality. It was one full of charm 
and unexpectedness. A little sketch, a few verses, a 
humorous recollection were always ready to light up 
the most ordinary subject. An ardent enthusiast, with 
very broad sympathies, she never stayed her hand 
when her pen could be used, nor her voice when speech 
could help any cause. Lucy H. YATES.

NOTES FROM THE FOREIGN PRESS.

By Marian Berry.

Turkish women's organizations. working for the en­
franchisement and advancement of women have formed 
a Federation. A woman's newspaper will be issued, 
and, in addition to the propaganda work for the vote, 
the new Federation will do its utmost to improve the 
present methods of relief of the poor. Public health 
problems, too, will receive careful consideration, as 
well as matters affecting the cafe and well-being of 
the child and young person. In the future, when the 
vote has been gained, it is hoped to take active 
measures in regard to the improvement of housing, 
the openings for women in professional and industrial 
life, and in support of the Temperance Cause,

THE VOTE AND THE PRESS GALLERY.
The following correspondence has taken place be­

tween the Secretary of the Women’s Freedom League 
and the Serjeant-at-Arms :— ■

June 26th, 1926.
Admiral Sir Colin Keppel, K.C.I.E.,

Serjeant-at-Arms,
House of Commons, S.W.I.c

Dear Sir,—At the request of my Committee I am 
again writing to ask if you will kindly grant permission 
to a representative of our paper THE Vote to go to 
the Press Gallery of the House of Commons. While 
Parliament is in session we devote a good deal of space 
in our paper to Parliamentary news.

Now that so many women in this country have the 
Parliamentary vote, and we have women Members of 
the House of Commons, we think that a representative 
of a women’s political paper should have the oppor­
tunity of recording- in that paper a woman’s impressions 
of the proceedings of Parliament. We have for many 
years asked for this permission, and we very much hope 
that you will find that you are able-to grant it.

I venture to enclose you a copy of the current issue 
of The Vote.

I am, Sir,
Yours faithfully,

Florence A. Underwood.
HOUSE of Commons,

June 29th, 1926.
Madam,—In reply to your letter of 26th instant, I 

am writing to inform you, as I did, through the 
Assistant Sergeant-at-Arms on January 27th, 1925, 
that your application to have a representative of The 
Vote admitted to the Press Gallery of the House of 
Commons has been noted, and when a vacancy occurs 
the claims of the paper will be placed before Mr. 
Speaker with the many others.

There is no vacancy at present.
I am, Madam,

Yours faithfully.
Colin Keppel, Admiral,

Miss F. A. Underwood. ' Serjeant-at-Arms.

CAPITAL PUNISHMENT.

Sir Robert Newman (U., Exeter) asked the Home 
Secretary last Thursday if he is aware that a child, 
six years of age, was permitted recently to be taken to 
Strangeways Prison, Manchester, to see his mother 
on the eve of her execution ; and why, as this is the 
second execution of a woman in England during the 
last three'yeas, after 15 years without such executions, 
he has, departed from the previous practice of the Home 
Office in this respect? Sir William JoYNSON-HICKS: 
The answer to the first part of the question is in the 
affirmative. As regards the latter part, my hon. Friend 
is under a misapprehension. There has been no de- 
parture from the Home Office practice in this matter. 
Sir R. Newman : Can the right hon Gentleman give 
any reason why, for 15 or 20 years, no such execution 
has taken place, and now there have been two during 
the last three years? Were these crimes fewer during 
that 15 years than they are now? Sir WILLIAM 
JOYNSON-HICKS : There has only been one such case 
since I have been Home 'Secretary, and it is a very 
disagreeable duty to have to deal with these cases. 
There has only been one case of a woman in which 
I thought it absolutely essential that the law should 
take its course, and this is the only, one since I have 
been, Home Secretary.

Ms. PALING (Labi, Doncaster) : Is it the case that 
there has been a greater disposition not to grant re­
prieves since the present Home Secretary has been in 
office?

Hon. MEMBERS: Withdraw !
Mr. Speaker : Questions with regard to advice given 

to the Crown are not permissible,

IN PARLIAMENT.
British Woman Delegate.

CAPT. Wedgwood Benn (Lib., Leith) asked the 
Prime Minister whether it is the intention of His 
Majesty’s Government to send a woman as a fully 
accredited delegate to the Assembly of the League of 
Nations in September? The Prime Minister : Yes, 
Sir. It is proposed to include a woman in the delega- 
tion, as is usual. If the hon. Member cares to question 
me on Monday next, I hope I may then be in a position 
to give the names of the six British delegates.

Last Monday, CAPT. Benn asked the Prime Minister 
whether he can now give the names of the delegates 
to the Assembly of the League of Nations in September? 
The Prime Minister : I would ask the hon. and gallant 
Gentleman to postpone this question. CAPT. Benn : Is 
the right hon. Gentleman aware that some of the in- 
formation has appeared in The Times? The Prime 
Minister : I have not seen it.

Nursing Associations.
Mr. PENNY (U., Kingston-on-Thames) asked the 

Minister of Health whether, in view of the inability of 
nursing association committees to deal with the tech­
nical side of their activities, he will introduce legis- 
lation enforcing the composition of an advisory com­
mittee of local medical men in all cases in addition to 
the regulations for inspection now in force? Sir 
Kingsley Wood (Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Health) : It is clearly desirable that a nursing associa­
tion which undertakes the management of an institu- 
tion such as a maternity home should have the benefit 
of medical advice, but my right hon. Friend doubts 
whether it would be expedient to attempt to enforce, 
by legislation, such a condition as my hon. Friend sug­
gests. Mr. Penny : Will the hon. Gentleman consider 
any alternative way of doing this? Seeing that these 
institutions rely to a large extent on local subscriptions, 
it would create confidence if they had local medical men 
to inspect them periodically. Sir K. Wood : The hon. 
Member knows that in’ particular cases the Minister 
of Health has already made various suggestions for 
improvement. If the hon. Member has any suggestions 
to make, I shall be happy to consider them.
Housing (Chertsey).

Col. Day (Lab., Central Southwark) asked the 
Minister of Health if he is aware that the Chertsey 
Rural District Council have allowed the plans of their 
new houses to be inspected by two women, who have 
made suggestions as to the most suitable type of 
accommodation, and will he suggest to local authorities 
the advisability of obtaining women’s points of view 
when they are proceeding with their housing schemes? 
Mr. Chamberlain : In a manual which was issued by 
my Department on the preparation of State-aided 
housing schemes, it was suggested that in considering 
the internal arrangements of houses local authorities 
would no doubt obtain the co-operation and advice of 
competent women. I do not think it is necessary to 
make further representations to local authorities in the 
matter.

Housing (Statistics).
Mr. H. Williams (U., Reading) asked the Minister 

of Health if he is now in a position to state the total 
number of houses completed in Great Britain in the 
twelve months ended 31st March, 1926? Mr. 
CHAMBERLAIN : The total number of houses completed 
in England and Wales during the year ended 31st 
March, 1926, was 173,426—106,987 with State assist- 
ance and 66,439 without State assistance. As regards 
figures for Scotland, I would suggest that the hon. 
Member should address a similar question to my right 
hon. Friend, the Secretary for Scotland, Mr. 
Williams : Is that number larger than the number for 
the previous twelve months? Mr. Chamberlain : Yes, 
Sir; considerably larger. . .

Sexual Offences.
Sir Philip Dawson (U., Lewisham, W.) asked the 

Home Secretary whether he can give any information 
as to the approximate date of the issue of the Circular 
dealing with the administrative action on the lines of 
the Report of the Departmental Committee on sexual 
offences against young- persons? - Sir William 
JOYNSON-HICKS : The recommendations that do not in­
volve legislation are receiving consideration; but I have 
been too pressed with other work to consider the terms 
of a Circular.
Post Office, Clerical Class, London (Girls).

Miss Lawrence (Lab., East Ham, N.) asked the 
Postmaster-General the grounds upon which his De- 
partment has recently recruited a large number of girls 
straight from school for clerical class posts in the 
London area, thus blocking- the promotion of the several 
hundred writing assistants and members of the typing­
grades who have been classified by his Department as 
suitable for early promotion to the clerical class; 
whether he is aware that among these open recruits there 
are a certain number of very junior writing- assistants 
who, by reason of their length of service or low stan­
dard of efficiency, have not been classified as suitable for 
direction promotion; and whether he will consider the 
grant of preference of appointment to the clerical class 
to those writing assistants and typists who, as stated, 
are fitted to perform their work? Sir William 
Mitchell- THOMSON : Writing assistants and typists 
with the necessary qualifications are given a substantial 
avenue of promotion to the clerical class; but the exist­
ence of this avenue cannot be allowed to interfere with 
the recruitment of the bulk of the clerical class by the 
normal method of open competition. The fact that 
certain writing assistants and typists have been suc­
cessful in the competition does not, in my opinion, give 
any cause for complaint to their senior colleagues who 
have not been successful.
Passports.

Col. Day asked the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs what regulations exist as to the issue of pass­
ports to persons about to be married who wish to 
spend their honeymoon abroad; and whether he can 
make any statement for the guidance of persons so 
concerned? Sir Austen Chamberlain : In the case 
of persons about to be married and wishing to leave 
this country immediately after the ceremony, it is the 
practice to issue post-dated passports in the married 
names, and to hand them to the officiating minister or 
registrar for delivery as soon as the wedding has taken 
place. Information to this effect is furnished to all 
inquirers.

[We should like to know if this practice would be 
adhered to in the case of a bride who insists upon 
keeping her maiden name after ijiarriage. ]

WHAT WE WANT.
We still have to pay the bills for our ex­

penses of the Great Suffrage March, some £35. 
Who will send it in, so that the splendid piece 
of work can be self-supporting? If you were 
unable to come to London and march yourself, 
send your contribution and share in it.

Summer propaganda work is now in full 
swing; this means expense for Organisers, travel- 
ling, etc. If you cannot help by speaking, VOTE- 
selling, etc., send your contribution and so share 
in it.

144, High Holborn, E. KNIGHT,

W.C. 1. 'H'on.'^Tredsj
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A MOTHERS’ DEATH-TRAP.

The Ministry of Health, through one of its officers— 
Dr. Margaret Hogarth—has held a full inquiry into 
the cases of septicemia which have occurred in 
Kingston. It will be remembered that eight deaths 
from septicaemia have taken place during the past year 
in this borough, the mothers in every case having been 
treated at a particular local Nursing Home or in their 
own homes by certain nurses from it. In a long letter 
received from the Minister by the Chairman of the 
Nursing Association, it is stated that the unfortunate 
events of the past few months cannot be ascribed to 
want of competence or diligence on the part of the 
Committee of the Association, but they reveal clearly 
that some members of the staff have proved both in­
competent and negligent. Further, there was grave 
laxity on the part of the superintendent in the adminis­
tration of the Maternity Home and of the outside mid­
wifery practice. She apparently failed to realise the 
risk of permitting the same nurse to have access to 
infected and non-infected patients, and she even allowed 
a nurse who was herself suffering from septic infection 
to remain on duty, in spite of her manifest unfitness to 
continue to attend maternity patients. It is pointed out 
also that the medical practitioner in charge of one case 
appears to have failed to diagnose the condition or to 
recognise the patient as a source of infection. The 
letter further states that the Minister is compelled, with 
great reluctance, to recognise that members of a trained 
and well-qualified staff have failed in their duty to their 
Committee, to their patients, and to their profession, 
and that their negligence has contributed in large 
measure to the calamities which were the occasion of 
the inquiry. Moreover, he cannot escape the impres­
sion that the medical care of more than one of the cases 
which were investigated does not seem, so far as the 
evidence shows, to have been in accordance with the 
principles of sound midwifery practice.

The negligence outlined in the above letter has had 
tragic consequences involving motherhood in disaster. 
We are glad to learn that this Maternity Home has at 
last been temporarily closed, and that the Committee, 
which resigned en bloc, has now been reconstituted, 
and includes several of the old members, as it is so 
clearly stated that no blame attached to any members 
of the Committee, who have the sincere sympathy of 
the local public of Kingston, where their work in the 
district has for many years been so beneficial. A new 
staff is a necessity, and can be found whenever it is 
decided to reopen the Maternity Home, and the ex­
perience of the past year will, of course, act as a safe- 
guard against further negligence of this kind; but the 
general public, and women especially, are demanding 
to know why the inquiry was so long delayed, and 
why, when the Home was clearly a death-trap, the 
Health Minister allowed the work of the Home still 
to continue.

WOMEN IN KENYA. LONDON POLICE IN 1925.
The Legislative Council of Kenya has recently 

passed a Bill imposing the death penalty for assaults 
on white, women by natives. The Governor of Kenya 
has reported to our Colonial Office two extremely brutal 
attacks of a sexual nature by natives ori European 
women, which occurred during the last few weeks, 
adding- that the police have had information of several 
others during the year in which the victims were un­
willing to give evidence, and no case could, therefore, 
be brought.

Commenting on this penalty in a letter to The Times, 
last week, the Archdeacon of Kavirondo, President of 
the Kavirondo Taxpayers’ Welfare Association, puts 
in a plea for African girls. He states that assaults on 
African girls by young African males are not uncom­
mon. The Kavirondo Taxpayers’ Welfare Asso­
ciation (Kavirondo being a large native reserve 
in Kenya) supported a girl last year in an appeal 
to the Courts. She had been assaulted and violated by 
a man who wished to marry her, a man whom both her 
family and she herself had refused. The magistrate 
refused to convict, and stated his opinion that the 
kind of action complained of was so common, having 
the sanction almost of a tribal custom, that if convic­
tions were secured most of the young men of the tribe 
would be implicated. It seemed monstrous to the Arch­
deacon and his friends, as it seems to us, that a girl— 
a British African subject—should appeal to the Courts 
for redress for such an outrage, and that her appeal 
should be turned down. In the last two years the Arch­
deacon has interested himself in five cases in which 
African girls wished to institute proceedings under the 
Indian Penal Code to obtain redress for alleged rape. 
In the first two of those five cases, the magistrate re­
fused to allow actions to begin, on the ground that the 
Government had not informed the Council of Elders 
that the action complained of was an offence under the 
Indian Penal Code.

In conclusion, the Archdeacon maintains that the 
proper place to familiarise the African with civilis- 
ing ideas is in the reserves, and that it is not 
enough to teach Africans by legal penalty that when 
they leave their reserves to become wage-earners they 
must reverence English womanhood, but that they must 
be taught to reverence and respect the sanctity of the 
womanhood of their own race. He rightly argues that 
there is but little good in imposing the death penalty 
outside of the reserves, while inside the reserves the 
lighter penalties of the Indian Penal Code are not en- 
forced, and that, if our trusteeship means anything, it 
means that we endeavour to give to African girls the 
same measure of protection which we give in our Courts 
to our own race.

BEST WISHES TO MISS BONDFIELD t

The polling day for the Wallsend by-election, caused 
by the resignation of Sir Patrick Hastings on account 
of ill-health, has been fixed for July 21st. Miss 
Bondfield (Labour), Mr. A. C. Currie (Liberal), and 
Mr. Sam Howard (Conservative) were nominated last 
Saturday, and a keen contest is taking place. 
The Women’s Freedom League sends its very best 
wishes to Miss Bondfield, and wholeheartedly hopes for 
her success next Wednesday. More women Members 
of the House of Commons are an urgent necessity, all 
the more urgent because of the recent decision of the 
House of Lords to exclude them from the Upper House. 
Every year there is an increasing- amount of social 
legislation passed through both Houses which directly 
concerns women equally with men, and sometimes 
even more, and there ought to be women Mem- 
bers of both Houses to discuss such legislation. 
Miss Bondfield has proved her worth in the Lower 
House. She is an admirable administrator, and was 
the first woman to become a Member of the British 
Government. We hope that next week we shall have 
another woman Member of the House of Commons.

The Report of the Commissioner of Police of the 
Metropolis for the year 1925 has just been issued, and 
can be obtained from H.M. Stationery Office, Adastral 
House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, for is. As usual, 
it makes very interesting reading-. The paragraphs on 
Women Police and Police Matrons read as follows :—

Women Police.—The Establishment of the Women 
Police is 2 Inspectors, 5 Sergeants, and 43 Constables. 
One of the Inspectors is still attached to the Criminal 
Investigation Department in connection with offences 
against children and young girls. In this connection 
reference should also be made to the valuable work 
done for a number of years by Miss MacDougall, not 
only in the taking of statements from women, young 
girls, and children, but also in housing and caring for 
those who, pending a trial, are in need of care and 
shelter. The system of attaching the women to the 
various Divisions has continued to work satisfactorily.

The Police Matrons are an unestablished body, in 
all 252, closely allied to the Women Police. It is their 
duty to be in attendance at a Police Station whenever, 
and so long as women or children are under detention ; 
to accompany them to Court, and to stay with them 
there when necessary; and to act as escort whenever 
it is necessary for girls or women to travel in Police 
custody, e.g., to reformatories, industrial schools, re­
mand homes, etc.

The Commissioner of Police reports that a decrease 
in the number of crimes committed in the Metropolis is 
recorded for 1925. There were 15,295 cases of indict­
able offences as against 15,437 in 1924. The number 
of persons proceeded against was 10,122 as against 
10,604 in 1924. Burglary and shopbreaking show a 
decrease, but housebreaking shows an increase. 
Simple larceny shows a decrease of 434 cases, but 
larceny in dwelling-houses (the value of 'the property 
stolen in these cases being £5 and upwards) shows an 
increase of 87 cases. Increases are also shown in cases 
of obtaining goods by false pretences, receiving and 
frauds by agents. There was a decrease of 42 cases 
of forgery, the figure for 1924 being 164, and for 1925, 
122. An increase of 9 is shown in the number of cases 
of procuring’ abortion, the total for 1924 being 16, as 
against 25 for 1925. There is a decrease in the reported 
attempts to commit unnatural offences and indecency 
with males, but an increase of 20 is shown in cases of 
indecent assault on females, which were 218 in 1924 
and 238 in 1925. An increase in the cases of attempted 
suicide is noticeable, 540 as against 506 for 1924, 
an increase of 34. There was an increase in the number

WOMEN PEACEMAKERS’ DEPUTATION TO THE FOREIGN OFFICE.

At the Foreign Office, last week, Sir Austen Cham- 
berlain received a deputation from the Peacemakers’ 
Pilgrimage, who wished to lay before him evidence of 
the support in the country for the acceptance of the 
principle of Arbitration.

In introducing the deputation, Mrs. Acland emphas­
ised the fast that the object of the Peace Pilgrimage 
was not merely to speak of the desirability of world 
peace, but to put before as many of our countrymen as 
possible the need for certain action which England 
might take here and now in order to throw the full 
weight of her immense prestige into the scales on the 
side of international law as against international 
anarchy. Mrs. Swanwick urged particularly that the 
undertaking' by Great Britain to seek settlement of all 
disputes by conciliation or arbitration, without reserv­
ing the loophole of the covenant for private war, would 
help forward a sense of security amongst other coun­
tries and so make agreement on reduction of arma­
ments easier. Miss Royden spoke of the remarkable 
success of the Pilgrimage. Mrs. Eleanor Barton said 
the working women of the country were ready to sup­

of crimes of violence in 1925. Twenty-seven cases of 
the murder of persons above one year of age were re- 
corded, 23 of attempted murder, and 27 of man- 
slaughter, as against 16, 13, and 29 cases,respectively 
in 1924. There was a decrease of 3 in murders of 
infants under one year of age, the figure for 1924 
being 12, and for 1925, 9.

The figures in respect of drunkenness show a de­
crease in comparison with those for the previous year. 
A total of 32,900 persons were proceeded against, and 
29,581 convictions obtained. These figures are, re­
spectively, 118 and 467 less than those for 1924. It 
may be mentioned that of the total number of persons 
convicted; 6,384 were females. In addition to cases 
resulting in the actual conviction of the offenders, there 
were 2,056 persons dealt with under the Probation of 
Offenders Act, the charges being- regarded as proved. 
There has been a marked decrease in the number of 
convictions for drunkenness arising cut of the drinking 
of methylated spirit. Whereas in 1923, 100, and in 
1924, 142, persons were so convicted, during the past 
year only 61 convictions (30 males and 31 females) 
have taken place.

Lost Property.—77,570 inquiries for missing pro­
perty were made by post during I92S> as compared 
with 80,432 during the previous year. In addition, 
many hundreds of personal inquiries are made daily. 
The restoration of property to owners shows an ap­
preciable increase, as does also the number of articles 
restored to drivers and conductors. Umbrellas to the 
number of 65,378 were found, and amongst the more 
unusual deposits were a ferret, two human leg bones, 
a glass eye, a dog, a cat, two white mice, a parrot, and, 
in one parcel, a pair of opera glasses and a pair of 
kippers. Awards to the amount of £9,702 were paid 
to the drivers and conductors. The Commissioner adds 
that, in his opinion, the time has come when the Lost 
Property Office should be made self-supporting by re­
quiring all owners, when property is restored to them, 
to pay a small fee to the Metropolitan Police Fund for 
its recovery, as it is not fair that the ratepayers of the 
Metropolis should have to pay for this purely personal 
service. In this connection it is interesting- to note 
that, in reply to a question by Col. Woodcock (U., 
Everton) last Monday, the Home Secretary said that 
a fee is already charged in the case of articles found in 
public carriages, and is paid by way of reward to the 
driver or conductor who deposited the article. The 
question of charging a fee towards the expenses of the 
Lost Property Office is under consideration.

port the Government in any step it could take in the 
direction of arbitration and disarmament.

Sir Austen Chamberlain, in replying, reminded the 
deputation of the League of Nations’ Disarmament Con­
ference now being prepared for, and said he felt hopeful 
of its results, though he believed that immediate suc- 
cess could not be looked for. In regard to arbitration, 
Sir Austen Chamberlain pointed out that there were 
difficulties, especially for the British Empire, in the 
acceptance of a general system of arbitration and in 
the way of signing the optional clause. He dwelt par­
ticularly upon the uncertainty of naval international 
law. He said, however, that a review of the whole 
guestion of arbitration in international affairs was now 
being undertaken by the Government, and further, that 
the subject would be discussed by the forthcoming 
Imperial Conference.

In withdrawing, Mrs. Acland, on behalf of the depu­
tation, cordially thanked Sir Austen for his courtesy 
in listening to what they had to say and for the in­
teresting statement which he had made in reply.
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Dr. Fleetwood Outram 
Mrs. Cowdell ..........  
Flower Stall, per Mine
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Mrs.

Steven ........ .
Fisher i............. .... 
Goddard (collected) 
Vatcher ------------ 
Flowers ..........

Miss 
Miss 
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The 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Mrs.

Bisdee .....
Sadd Brown

Alice Farmer................. 
Fingland ............>.........,, 
H. Grant (Collected) ......... 
Gresswell ,..........................  
and Miss Harverson, LL.B.

W. R. Snow, Esq............ 
The Misses A. and E. J. Sherwood 
Per Miss M. L Neal .....................

Mrs. Callender

This Fund still remains open, and additional contributions will 
be warmly welcomed. A second list will appear later.

144, High Holborn, E. KNIGHT,
W.C. - - 1 ^H^ Ti^^^^

Dr. Knight ............. .
Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence 
‘ Freedom Leaguer ”

Mrs. Strickland .................
Per Miss White :—

Mrs. Cavendish Bentinck ■•
M r. Prelooker.... • •...... -.. -
Mrs. Prelooker .................

LOOK TO YOUR VOTE !
If you arc not sure that you are on the Parliamentary 

Register, go to your Town Hall at once and get a claim paper 
if necessary, fill it up, and send it in.

Montgomery Boroughs .................------ -------- •••••
Montgomery Boroughs (Ices and Competition) .....
Portsmouth .................    • ■ -------- ......... .  • ■ .........
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FIRST LIST OF CONTRIBUTIONS,

Lenton * -----------
A. J. McGregor ...
Meigs ..............
Mockford .............
F. M. Newton ..
E. G. Posener (Collected)
Crosland Taylor

G. W. Thompson
B Gilbert ......—

Mrs. Aaron 
Miss D. B. 
Anonymous 
Miss Bland

and G

B. B. Fallowfield

Miss C. Leicester.......................... 
The Misses Norah and Phyllis Mustard

Nor th croft
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Women’s Freedom League
Offices : 144, HIGH HOLBORN, w.C.1.

Telephone:—Museum 1429.
Telegrams :—" DESPARD, Museum 1429, London.” 

Colours—Green, WHITE and Gold.
President—Mrs. PETHICK-LAWRENCE. 

Hon. Treasurer—Dr. E. KNIGHT. 
Hon. Organising Secretary—Mrs. WHETTON. 
General Secretary—Miss F. A. UNDERWOOD.

WHERE TO GO.
WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE

OTHER SOCIETIES.

DARE TO 
BE FREE.

Wednesday, July 20th, 11.30 a.m.
League of the Church Militant, Requiem 
for Dr. Helen Hanson, at St. Martin's-in-the 
Fields. Celebrant : The Bishop of Kensington.

July 28th—Aug. 2nd.
International Federation of University Women. 
Fourth Biennial Congress at the Colonial 
Institute, Amsterdam.

Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Mrs,

Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Mrs.

M. Pierotti 
Richards ... 
Brace ....  
Charles ..... 
Fawkener .. 
Nichols ..... 
A. Stone ..... 
Thompson 
Vellenoweth 
Coleman

Baird Ferguson ..
Juson Kerr, J.P.
Sargant Florence ..
H. Fryer ..............
E. Beck ...........

E. Gulland ..........

Lind-af-Hageby
Lance ....-------- 
Mustard .........

Valentine Russell 
Saul Solomon 
M. E. Thomas 
Lamartine Yates 
Udny Atkinson
E. Bennett ......
E. F. Buchanan 

and Mrs. Budd ...
Bancroft Clark

Mrs. 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Mrs.

Fisher ■ -. . . . .... . . .
B. Holmes .........
Anna Munro .....
Thomson-Price
F. A. Underwood
Zangwill ...........

Madame Amrar ...........
Mrs. M. Pease, J.P............  
Mrs. Corbett Ashby .____  
Miss E. H. Brouneau _..... 
Miss Emily Carter ........ 
H. G. Chancellor, Esq. ••

A. Shorrocks
A. A. SCorrer ..
W. M. Spriggs

Misses Sprentall 
Sutcliffe .. .... 
Underwood ..
A. A. Thomson

Misses E., F., and G. Hodgson ..
L. Cockerill (Co!
M. Mudge

E. M. McDonald 
K. Stone ......... 
E. Woodall ....

D. Dickson ...
C. A. Duckett 
M. G lai she r 
Jessie Holford

Hutchinson

McGrouther 
Oliver ..

M. Rylance 
B. M. Skeat,

Vatcher
Candlin
Fullerton
Forbes-Robertson
F. L. Fuller ......
Annie Campbell

If anyone to whom a brown leather satchel was handed during 
the Suffrage Procession on Saturday, July 3rd, will kindly com- 
municate with the Secretary, Women’s Freedom League, the 
owner, Mrs. Sargant Florence, will be much obliged.

Also LOST at Suffrage March, a Scarf, and FOUND one 
Fabric Glove, apply to 144, High Holborn, W.C.

BRANCH NOTES.

DEAL AND WALMER.
A very successful open-air Bridge Drive, organised by the Deal 

and Walmer branch in aid of the League funds, was held on 
Wednesday, July 7 th. It was an ideal afternoon for such an 
event, and the garden, kindly lent by Mrs. Juson Kerr, was cer- 
tainly looking its best, with its roses in full bloom, trees and 
shrubs in full leaf and flower. The tables had been placed on 
the tennis lawn, which, with Persian rugs spread under every 
1 able, made an excellent impromptu card-room. The scenewas a 
bright and gay one ; everything to denote enjoyment appeared to 
be present—smart dresses, smiling faces, light chatter, and just 
enough warmth and sunshine as made the world a comfortable 
place to be in for the moment. Play was carried on without a 
hitch, and prizes, six in number, were fought for and won by 
members of both sexes. As most of these prizes were given, and 
most of the tea provided, our expenses were small, so we hope to 
be able to hand over quite a nice little sum to the Hon. Treasurer. 
The crowning event of the afternoon was the unexpected arrival 
of “ ices," the generous thought of our local President, Mrs. 
Juson Kerr, J.P.

(Hon. Sec.) Miss Isabel Orman, 4, The Beach, Lower Walmer.

PORTSMOUTH.

At the last members' meeting it was decided to run a Women’s 
Freedom League candidate at the November elections, and Mrs. 
Poole was unanimously adopted. An election committee was 
formed to choose the ward and begin the preliminary work.

A most > enjoyable and successful Whist Drive was held on 
Tuesday, July 6th, at 25, Shaftesbury Road, by kind invita- 
lion of Mrs. Brading. Our thanks are due to Mrs. Sawyer, Mrs.

and Mrs. Whetton for the prizes, and to Mrs. Brading

Another delightful afternoon was spent on Saturday, July 
10th, when members and friends went to Rowland’s Castle, and 
were entertained to tea by Mrs. and Miss Whilehead. The pro- 
ceeds again went to the Birthday Fund.

Gratefully acknowledged for Birthday Fund : Mrs. Ware, 10s. ; 
Whist Drive, per Mrs. Brading, £T 6s. 8d. ; Miss Peacock, IS. ;
Tea at Mrs; Whitehead's, ; Mrs. - Colleypriest,

(Hon. Sec.) Mrs. WHETTON, 89; Festing Grove, Southsea.

MISS GERTRUDE BELL.

li is reported from Bagdad that Miss Gertrude Bell, Oriental 
Secretary to Sir Henry Dobbs, High Commissioner of Meso- 
potamia, died suddenly during her sleep last Sunday night. 
Gertrude Margaret Lowthian Bell was a daughter of Sir Hugh 
Bell, of Middlesbrough, and was educated at Queen’s College, 
London, and at Lady Margaret Hall, Oxford, where she took a 
First Class in History in 1887. Before the war she travelled 
extensively by camel in Syria and Arabia, and knew all the 
tribes by name and their attitude towards Great Britain, and her 
knowledge was of the utmost value to this country during the 
war, when she acted as Political Officer in the Middle East and 
was mentioned in despatches four times. Miss Bell had great 
diplomatic skill, and the Arabs trusted her more than they trusted 
any other European. She was once described by a prominent 
Arab official as “ the uncrowned Queen of Mesopotamia.” Miss 
Bell' was an excellent linguist, and could converse with equal 
fluency in Arabic, French, or English. In 1017 she was made a 
M<................ ’ — ‘ ..........2 59 - z ‘
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LITERATURE DEPARTMENT.

Badges should at once

League literature is for

By Muriel Pierotti...What We Have and What We Want.

Why Capital Punishment should be Abolished,
Punishment, I d.too ;

Noies on the Punishment of Death, id. each, or

WOMEN.EF/ECT OF THE EMANCIPATION OF
Royal Sanitary

REQUIEM FOR DR. HELEN HANSON.

20th (St. Margaret's Day), at i r. 30.

CLYDE COAST CAMPAIGN.

Sir George Newman, Chief Medical Officer of Health, said that 
what was called “The Emancipation of Women” was having an 
enormous effect on personal and public health.

Id. each, or 2s. 
; Ten Different 
2s. per too.

Bv Mrs. Northcroft ..

bers who have lost or mislaid their 
secure others.

The following Women’s Freedom

In delivering his Presidential address to the.... ......... ......-
Institute Congress last week at the Central Hall, Westminster,

We have a new stock of Green, White and Gold Badges, with 
W.F.L. and Votes for Women on them, price 3d. each. Mem-

4d.

OUR LENDING LIBRARY.

Slri-Dharma, the official organ of the Women’s Indian 
Association, reports -that the Government of India have an- 
nounced, with the sanction of the Secretary of State in Council, 
an amendment in the Madras Electoral Rules, that a woman of 
a family in Malabar might transfer her right of vote to a male 
member of the family. The amendment is in substitution of 
Rule 20, relating to cases where the property is entered in the 
name of a woman. The substituted Rule reads thus:—

“ When the property of a Tarwad or similar joint family under 
the Marumakkatayam Law is sufficient to qualify the registered, 
holder as an •elector, if registered in the name of a woman who 
is not disqualified, and such a woman states in writing to the 
Revising Authority that she does not wish to be the representative 
of the family, any male member of the family, not being dis- 
qualified, who is nominated by the registered holder in writing to 
the Revising Authority, shall be qualified as the representative of 
the family.”

Commenting on the above, New India (Madras) says it is an 
unwarrantable interference with women’s rights to have effected 
a change in the Madras Electoral Rules relating to women in 
Malabar, so that they may transfer their right of vote to male 
members in their families, and that the removal of the sex dis- 
qualification for voting in elections becomes a farce after this 
amendment of the rule. It may be that, owing to Conservatism, 
all the women voters will not exercise their powers, but a large 
number of men also abstain for various reasons. The writer in 
New India concludes thus : " It would have been far better to 
have gone on with a recognised right for direct voting, however 
sparsely exercised at present, than to amend it, and thus leave 
for the women of the future an obstacle to overcome.”

The Pilgrim Mothers. By Eunice G. Mundy .... 
PLEASE Send Us AN Order.

The following, published by the National Council for
Abolition of the Death Penalty, are on sale at this Office:—

Do You Consent? by E. Roy Calvert, id. ; Eight Reasons

will be a requiem for the late Dr. Helen Beatrice de

It is hoped that societies will send representatives, 
friends of Dr. Hanson will be present.

Members and friends going to the West Coast of

and that

Scotland

" Women in the Factory.” By Dame Adelaide M. Anderson, 
D.B.E., M.A.

“What I Remember.’1 By Millicent Garrett Fawcett, J.P., LL.D. 

" Ancilia’s Share.” An Indictment of Sex Antagonism. Anonymous. 

" The Police Court and Its Work.” By Henry Turner Waddy.
May be borrowed from the Literature Department at 6d. per week,
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Please send me THE VOTE every week, post free, for 6 months, for which 
I enclose 3/3.

Name..^^«^^^-.:^..^.--,^.m
Address.....

THE VOTE, 144, High Holborn, W.C. 1.

REST AND HOLIDAYS. to LET. CLUBS.

RIGHTON.—" Sea View," Victoria
Road. Midday dinner. Gas fires 

in Bedrooms. Wireless. Vegetarians 
catered for.—Hostess: Miss Turner.

CORNWALL.—Paying Guests received 
in modern farmhouse. £2 2s. week.

Clotted cream 3/- lb., post free.—S elsey, 
St. Stephen’s, St. Austell, Cornwall._____

ORNWALL.—Near Perranporth and
Newquay. Board residence, Lady's 

Country Cottage. Modern Improvements. 
Evening Dinner to allow for touring. 
Luncheon Baskets.—" K.S. ” THE Vote, 
144, High Holborn, W.C.1.

CORNWALL.—Few Guests received in 
ladies’ bungalow. Beautiful sea view, 

garden, excellent country produce, good 
excursions.—MIss WOOD, u Boskenna, ” 
Tintagel.

T N BROADLAND. — Easy reach six 
1 coast resorts. Delightful wooded 
country. Vegetarian or meat. £2 2s. 
—Wilkinson, Poultry Farm, Tunstead, 
via Norwich.

Rye, Sussex.—OLD HOPE 
ANCHOR. Ideal Guest House. 

Modern comforts; good cooking. Separate 
Vegetarian cooking a speciality. Write 
for booklet.

PYRENEES TOURING CLUB 
(Registered). Parties personally con- 

ducted by lady, £25 inclusive. 1,000 kilo- 
metres motoring, hotel, 1st class boat, 2nd 
rail. From May 15 th, every third week.— 
French, Spanish excursions.—Apply by 
letter. Secretary, 14, Park Lane, London, 
N.16,

VACANCIES in Lady's Country Cottage 
(modern improvements), for August. 

Cornwall, three miles sea (Perranporth), 
2-mile station Terms for Board residence, 
£2 2s. weekly.—Apply THE VOTE, 144, 
High Holborn, W.C.1.

OFFICE OR STUDIO. Well-lighted 
room in High Holborn.—Apply 

“M.E.G.,” The Vote Office, 144, High 
Holborn, W.C.I.______________________ .
WELL - FURNISHED FLAT for 

August. Large sitting-room, two, 
three or four bedrooms, kitchen, gas cooker, 
electric light. One min. from sea, park, 
tram —133, Park Road, Bexhill-on-Sea. 
Also at above—Unfurnished Flat, four 
rooms, kitchen, charming position.—Terms 
on application.___________

WAN STEAD PARK. — 2 or 3 Un­
furnished Rooms to let. Use of 

bathroom, etc. New house, pleasantly 
situated, suit business or professional 
woman. Easy access train, bus or tram.— 
Write box "G.E.F.," The Vote Office, 
144, High Holborn, W.C.I._________ __
UNFURNISHED.—West End. Third 

Floor Flat. 1 or 2 ladies. 4 rooms.
30/-. Vacant July 15th.—Box “R.O.,” 
144, High Holborn. W.C.I.

__________ MISCELLANEOUS.
ANCE PIANIST and Accompanist 

requests engagements for Pianoforte 
Lessons or Accompanist —Apply Mrs. 
SILvester Sparrow, 43 Black Lion 
Lane, W.6.__________________________  
CHAUFFEUSE, 6 years' reference, 

would like a change for the South. 
Fond of outdoor life.—MISS Winifred 
Humphreys, 128, Alton Street, Crewe.
_______________ HOTEL._______________

MONTAGUE HOTEL, Montague 
Street, Russell Square,' London, 

W.C. First-class accommodation; room, 
breakfast and attendance from 7s. 6d. En 
pension from 3 guineas.—Phone : Museum 
4660.- (Highly Recommended.)

TRADE ANNOUNCEMENTS.
Z J-PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS 
04 AND HOW TO USE THEM. 2d. 
Send for one.—Trimnell, The Herbalist, 
144, Richmond Road, Cardiff. Est. 1879.

ISIS CLUB, 79, Fitzjohn’s Avenue 
(2 minutes Hampstead Tube Station). 

Magnificent Reception Rooms. Central 
heating. Sunny bedrooms. Sandy soil. 
Lectures, dancing, listening-in. Telephone : 
Hampstead 2869.____________________ __

MINERVA CLUB, 56, Hunter Street,
Brunswick Square, W.C.I. Open to 

non-residents. Restaurant. Smoking Room. 
Papers. Library. Bedrooms available at 
holiday times. Membership, £1 ls. 
Entrance Fee suspended during present 
year. All particulars from the Secretary. 
Telephone: Museum 4791.

NOTICES.
INCOME TAX RECOVERED AND
1 ADJUSTED.—Consult Miss H. M. 

Baker, 275, High Holborn, W.C. 1. 
Income Tax Returns, Repayment Claims of 
all Descriptions. Telephone: Holborn 377.

FELLOWSHIP SERVICES.—Guild- 
house, Eccleston Square, S.W.l. 

Sunday, July 18th. 6.30. Miss Maude
Royden : “Egotism ”

WANTED.

WANTED.—September, in or near 
London, unfurnished rooms or flat 

by Lady (daughter training), garden, mod- 
erate.—“W,” The Vote Offices, 144, 
High Holborn, W.C.1.

MEDICAL.

PARK LODGE NURSING HOME
Bath Road, Reading. For Medical 

Nerve, Chronic, and Rest Cure Patients 
Terms moderate. Phone : Reading 1948.

WESTCLIFF.—Self-contained Flat to 
let, August 9th. Two bedrooms 

(4 beds), kitchen, sitting-room, bathroom 
(geyser). Very sunny. Two minutes sea. 
34 guineas weekly, or would exchange part 
payment for cottage or bungalow in 
attractive country. — 47a, Whitefriars 
Crescent, Westcliff-on-Sea.

Just facing the W.F.L. is 

good’s cameo corner
with its wonderful selection of old wide 

Bracelets and Bangles, long Earrings, ancient 

Gem Rings, and countless real Bead Necklets

Selections sent on approval.

1 NEW OXFORD STREET, W.C.I.

Membership Application Form.
To be returned to the Secretary, 144, High 

Holborn, London, W.C. 1.
Please enrol me as a Member of the Women's 

Freedom League.

Name

Address....  

lenclose £ : s- d. as my first
Annual Subscription.

Minimum Annual Subscription H-
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