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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS, by Mrs. CHAPMAN CATT.

The International Woman Suffrage Alliance is indeed grateful to the Government of Italy and to its citizens 
for the cordial welcome we have received. Our Congress represents the world’s movement among women, which 
demands the repeal of antiquated so-called “woman laws” and customs, and their substitution by a 
modern civilised recognition of the fact that a woman is a human being—a female human with the same brain 
and conscience, strength or weakness, aspiration or indifference, as a male human. Our-movement-is old. 
The oldest of us is too young to have been a part of its beginning. Then, we know; the brave woman souls who 
led the way were not greeted as are we to-day. For them were ridicule and abuse, mobs and fusillades of decayed 
vegetables and eggs. But because they’ were right, and dared to brave the scorn of a hostile world, kings, 
premiers, presidents, and mayors today do honour to out cause.

We do not come to Rome in 1923 to hold our ninth Congress as timid suppliants for small favours.

Our Congress Represents Women of Forty Nations,
and there are only. sixty nations in the world. Women of two-thirds of the nations of the world 
are represented in this gathering. Of these the delegates of twenty-five nations are voters on equal terms with 
men, and among them are Members .of Parliaments and Councillors of great cities. . The delegates from two 
countries are voters in their municipalities. The delegates in this Congress who are still pleading for the vote 
represent fifteen nations only. . The majority of us are enfranchised. We, too, are a part of the collective 
rulers of nations.

Your Excellency, Signor Mussolini, you are the most talked-of man in all the world to-day. To millions of 
men you are a great hero, and all the world knows that you are afraid of nothing—not even public opinion when 
it is wrong-. Men tell us that you stand for order, for unity, for patriotism, for a better and a higher civilisation 
in the world. These are our ideals, too. We stand for educated men and women, for schools for every child, 
for work and good wages for all, for better homes, for more tender and scientific care of children, that they may 
grow up to build a better order of things. We stand for the abolition of those old codes of law which, all the 
world around, kept women in perpetual tutelage and allowed them no independent individuality. These codes 
have made many men cruel masters, and women timid and shrinking dependents. “ Male and female created He | 
them,” says Genesis, “and gave them dominion over the earth.” Alas! the. males took all the dominion to 
themselves, and we stand for getting back our half of it. We stand, too, for the principle of self-government, 
and for votes for men and women on equal terms.

We make no political intrigues. We shall not disturb the peace of Italy. We have, however, asked all the | 
civilised Governments of the world to endorse our plea and our programme. We ask this Government to do 
so, with a new and very special emphasis, for Italy, the proud equal of the great nations of the world, is now in 
the minority- on the woman question, and we dare to hope that it will be your Government, most honoured, most ' 
excellent Signor Mussolini, that will lead this land of ancient renown into the modern majority.

" Men and nations are not thinking the same thoughts about women as before the war. It is an entirely new 
and different world for women. The 32 nations engaging in the greatest of world wars, in addition to the obvi­
ous first cause, alleged many other reasons for their action. These were objects which they hoped to achieve ’ 
through victory, and nations held them worthy the waste of wealth and men. In the list of these causes and aims
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no nation included the civil rights and political liberty of women. Not a general under any flag thought of the 
degraded status of women throughout the world when he led his men into the thick of slaughter. Not a man in 
any army preparing to offer his life for his country drea med that he might be making the supreme sacrifice to 
right the wrongs of women. Not a weeping father or mother watching their loved son go forth to marching- 
music and flying colours, perhaps never to return, had a vision that women’s place in their own nation and the 
world bore relation to the patriotism that inspired their common service. Woman, too, was declared a “war 
power, ” and great men of great nations generously acknowledged her as a determining- factor in that reserve 
behind the ranks which made possible the Army at the front; yet these women at home, giving their all and 
counting no service too great, thought no word of rights of self or sex. Nevertheless, when time has stabilised 
governments and finance, when commerce, trade, and business have resumed their old-time activity, when the 
restless, unhappy present has given way to peace and order, and great men ask each other the puzzling question, 
“ What good did the world get out of the war?” the answer most obvious will be :
“ The greatest thing that came out of the War was the emancipation of woman.” 
No one aimed to secure it or expected it as a result of war, noone fought for it, yet it came. How did it happen? 
It happened because the years of struggle, sacrifice, agitation, education, and organisation had made this move- 
ment ripe for victory, ia. til B—u -■ —;, = —-—

Very many years ago, Victor Hugo declared the nineteenth century to be “the Century of Woman. ” When, 
'however, that century closed, the emancipation of women was so far from achieved that the prediction seemed 
an error. Yet during the years of that century the leading nations of the world had conceded the righteousness 
of the woman’s demand for education, the primary preparation for individual liberty. Indeed, one distinguished 
man declared that the vote for women became inevitable at the moment when it was conceded that they should 
be permitted to learn the alphabet. ‘When the year 1900 closed the nineteenth century, primary and high schools 
were very generally established for girls, and the doors of colleges and universities were not only opened to 
them, but women composed a large part of the teaching force of the schools of many nations. Women had 
advanced from an illiterate to an intelligent sex within a century. The right of women to enter the professions 
was conceded, and, after a bitter struggle, often rendered bitterly difficult by the opposition of reaction, women 
in 1900 were practising their professions with freedom and profit in many countries. Women also were every- 
where writing for newspapers and magazines, speaking from platforms, and leading movements for the better- 
ment of human society. The law, too, which denied married women the right to their property’ persons, wages, 
and children, had been repealed or modified in many lands, and public opinion controlling customs and conven- 
tions granted a liberty of action to women at the close of the century unknown and undreamtof at the beginning. 
Although the emancipation of woman was nowhere complete, we now know that the nineteenth century was, 
in truth, the ‘‘Century of Woman,” for no factor of advancing civilisation during that century showed, such 
rapid evolution as the status of women. So much of the woman's programme had been conceded in that cen- 
tury that the remainder became inevitable. The momentum gathered in the nineteenth century drove the move- 
ment forward into the twentieth with continually accelerating numbers of advocates and diversity of method. 
The end was in clear sight when the war began.

The vote has been the climax of the struggle of every class for liberty, and naturally the grant of this privi- 
lege was longest delayed and most grudgingly given. When, however, the Alliance met in Geneva in 1920, in 
its first after-war Congress, it celebrated twenty-two new national suffrage victories. The constitutional 
barriers holding fast against the logical demands of women for political liberty had been swept away by the 
wave of liberal emotion which overspread the world during the first months after the war. Nations wherein the 
organised demand had been slight, and others where there had been none at all, yielded to that influence. The 
nations where the organised movement was oldest granted the vote to women as an act of delayed justice; the 
new republics of Eastern Europe adopted it as a matter of course, and to others it came by revolution.

We who had laboured long in the thick of the struggle were also caught in the emotion of the moment, and 
when we celebrated the amazing list of woman suffrage victories at our Congress of 1920, we were no more 
able to comprehend the exact status of the entire movement than were the workers at the close of the nineteenth 
century. In 1900 the final victories seemed farther away than they were; and in 1920 the whole world cam- 
paign seemed more nearly complete than it was. Some could conceive no methods for useful further work, 
and others, thinking our task quite finished, proposed to dissolve the Alliance. Now that we have had three 
years in which to survey the movement as a whole, it becomes our duty to ask again.

Where does it stand? -
There are six continents. In Australia all women vote. In Europe, from points above the Arctic circle 

down to a line bordering Jugo-Slavia, Italy, Switzerland, and France, all women vote, and, in my judgment, 
woman suffrage is securely and permanently established. In North America, from the northernmost tip of 
Alaska to the border of Mexico, all women vote. In Asia, the ancient Indian civilisation with modern demo- 
cratic aspirations has shamed more youthful nations in generous justice to its women, arid has granted the vote 
in several Provinces. Not only do we welcome delegates for the second time from that far-away mystical 
country, but we receive a new auxiliary from Burma, where tax-paying. women have voted on equal terms 
with men for forty years. Palestine, too, the storm centre of age-long struggle, sends us a delegate. In Africa, 
most British Colonies have already extended the vote to women, while South Africa alone hesi- 
tates. We are especially proud to welcome to this Congress delegates from that wonderland of Egypt. In 
ancient days there were Egyptian queens and women military leaders of great renown.- Why not heroines 
to-day, bearing aloft the standard of civil and political equality for modern Egyptian woman? Bravo, women 
of Egypt !

Of all the continents. South America is the only one where no woman votes, yet it is a continent of republics, 
many of which have celebrated their centenary of independence. Here the Napoleonic code in strictest form 
operates from Panama to Cape Horn, with the exception of Uruguay. Here not only does the restraint im- 
posed by the law upon the married woman concerning the control of her property, wages, person, and children 
render her well-nigh helpless if her husband chooses to play the master, but astern public opinion, far less liberal 
than that of Europe, restricts Her ordinary freedom of action to an unbelievable degree. Your President, accom- 
panied by Miss Manus, of Holland, Miss Babcock and Mrs. van Lennep, of New York, has spent four months 
in making a survey of conditions there. We were able, in the time at our disposal, to visit six only of the 
eleven republics, but these included the countries of largest population, most stable government, and those of 
acknowledged progressiveness. In every one we found the woman movement growing and spreading, a liberal 
sympathy expressed by Presidents of the Republics and by many Members of the Congresses. Organisation 
lags far behind the general sentiment, and education for women, which must everywhere be regarded as the 
primary qualification for improved status, offers neither the facilities nor the stimulus found in Europe.
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In every country visited we found a suffrage movement, although usually small and timid, but an unmistak­
able beginning-. These countries of South America look to Europe for leadership. The republics along the 

. east coast, Brazil, Argentine, and Uruguay, place great emphasis upon the example of France, and so long as 
France does not enfranchise its women, South America will make no haste to do so. n immigrati n 0 
enormous has gone to Argentine from Italy that it has even modified the Spanish language, and, so long as 
Italy delays the enfranchisement of her women, her sons, the voters of another land, will see noneed for urgent 
action The women leaders of many movements there are of French or Italian birth, and feel keenly the effect 
of the hesitancy of their homelands to catch step with the rest of the world. Spanish America and Southern 
Europe are bound together by many common ties. Their nationalities and their languages are closely related, 
their religion is the same, they love the same kind of poetry, literature, music, and art, their educational system 
has followed the same models, and even politics, although it has taken its form from the North, draws its 

. inspiration and methods chiefly from the South. They think and build ideals along the same lines.
— Sufrage movement has won its victory in all the northern countries; not one now holds out

against the logic of its demand. The southern lands, France, Switzerland, Italy Spain Portugal, Greece, Bul- 
yaria, Spanish and Portuguese America, compel the movement to pause. Overthe ramparts of Southern 
conservatism the Alliance extends the hand of friendship, and cries to the women of all these nationsi Awake, 
arise take courage I” Already their women have so far heard and answered, that I believe I speak strict, 
within the truth when I say that every independent nation in the world with a stable government has now its 
Woman Sufrage Society. The movement has begun, even where it has not travelled far. Startling though it Zy "seem our sufrage movement has in -truth girdled the earth, and spread from Arctic North to Antarctic 
South. It now counts among its auxiliaries those whose members represent the five great races of the world, 
Caucasian Mongolian, Malay, Polynesian, and Indian. Its membership embraces the five great religions : 
Christian,’Hebrew, Buddhist, Confucian, and Mohammedan. No such organised movement among men has 
v.et come’into the world. It is something new—a phen omenon—this arising, uniti 
together of a sex. We are an army, but our only weapon is an appeal for justice.
fidence, for no government can long withstand our plea. Time, however, 1 
comes to its final victory, and education, work, and sacrifice must do their part —t , 
encouragement and inspiration of our common union, the morale aroused by the fact that the women of all 
nations, races, and religions are united together in the demand for the abrogation of outworn bondage and the

The Woman

Spanish

r, and marching forward 
We go forward with con-

must pass before the movement
Meanwhile it needs the

demand for individual freedom. — " , „ . . .'- , — f ’__ _
We thank your Excellency, Signor Mussolini, and you, the Royal Commissioner and Mayor the most 

wonderful of the world’s cities, Rome the Eternal, and you women of Italy, for your warm greetings. We 
shall be happy in your city, and we shall make great plans. . All over Italy are the ruined relics of ancient days. 
We shall ask you, fair Italy, to make another ruin, a destruction of all the woman laws which deny to 
women the half of the world’s dominion God gave them. — . , , - .

Our motto, adopted twenty years ago, came from ancient Rome, and no wiser guidance for human action 
has-been spoken through the centuries : “In essentials, unity ; in non-essentials, liberty i in all things, charity..

So, whilst we differ in many things, in race, religion, and politics, we are a unit in our demand for a womans 
share in all privileges, opportunities, and responsibilities the world has to offer.

Rome old and hoary, with memories of bygone greatness, we greet you with admiration and with reverence ; Rome 
young and modern, we ask that we may march with you in a great world army of men and women whose aim is only to 
create a happier life for all nations and peoples of earth.

WOMEN AT HOME AND ABROAD.
Jewish Women’s World League.

At the last sitting of the World Congress of Jewish 
Women in Vienna it was resolved to found a World 
League of Jewish Women and a central office for the 
protection of Jewish emigrants. Other resolutions 
adopted referred to the participation of Jewish women 
in the reconstruction of Palestine, to measures against 
the white slave traffic and Anti-Semitism, and to special 
protection of Jewish children and women.
Labour Women Fly to Hamburg.

Dr. Marion Philips, Chief woman officer of the Labour 
Party, and Miss Susan Lawrence, L.C.C., decided to 
travel by air to attend the Conference of Socialist and 
Labour women at Hamburg, last week. This will be 
the largest Socialist women’s Conference ever held. 
Delegations are promised from almost every country 
in Europe, even to the new nations created at Ver­
sailles.
Woman Traffic Manager.

Miss Hendrick, who has been sent to America to deal 
with ocean cargoes, is probably the first woman traffic 
manager in the world. She is a shrewd business 
woman and a great expert on ocean traffic, and is acting 

- for her firm in the capacity of an inspector of the Pacific 
Coast agencies. She will be specially concerned in 
obtaining trans-Pacific freight landed on the west coast 
for carriage across the Atlantic to Europe, and it will 
be Miss Hendrick’s business to get this trade.
British Woman Sculptor.

Mrs. Phoebe Stabler has been elected a Member of 
the Royal Society of British Sculptors. . She is exhibit­
ing at the Royal Academy this year.

Women in the Civil Service.
The Board of Inland Revenue have appointed Mrs. . 

E. M. Garner, Deputy Principal of woman staff, to be 
Principal of woman staff, on the resignation of Mrs. 
F. D. S. Anderson. Since the appointment of the Hon. 
Maude Laurence to the Treasury, the employment of 
women in a controlling capacity has been extended to 
include now almost all the big departments.
The Marriage Ban.

The handicap of marriage is fast becoming an inter- 
national question. Following upon Mr. Justice Eve’s 
recent decision in the Rhondda Vale teachers’ case, 
comes the news from Austria that all the married 
women teachers in the Tyrol, Vorarlberg’, Salzburg, 
Upper Austria, Carinthia, and Styria have already been 
dismissed.
An Historic Spot. -

The second Equal Rights Conference, convened by 
the American National Woman’s Party, will be held at 
Seneca Falls, New York, on July 20th and 21st. This 
date has been specially chosen so that this year’s Con- 
ference will exactly coincide with the 75th anniversary 
of the first Conference, called by Lucretia Mott and 
Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 1848 at Seneca Falls. It is 
hoped that the original hall used in 1848 will be avail- 
able for this year’s meeting.
A Gifted Translator.

Mme. Masaryk, wife of Professor Masaryk, President 
of Czechoslovakia, whose death was recently recorded, 
was a very gifted American woman. She translated 
some of the works of John Stuart Mill into Czech, and 
also wrote a study of Smetana, the Czech composer.
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THE WASTE OF WOMEN.

Slowly but surely, unemployed women are forcing the 
world to recognise their sufferings and their rights. 
Our readers will have noticed, week by week, questions 
on their behalf, by Members of Parliament, to Govern­
ment Departments, but it was not until the eve of the 
recess that a serious discussion took place. Rather 
appropriately, on the motion for adjournment for eleven 
days’ holiday, Mr. Sidney Webb called attention to one 
million homes where absence of work may be said to 
bring- perpetual holiday, but with all the-privations due 

. to absent wages. We quite agree with Mr. Sidney 
Webb that the difficulty with many people is that they 
have not grasped the world they live in; for them the 
woman is still in the home, except in isolated and re­
grettable instances of rather eccentric females, and with 
the further exceptions of actresses and domestic ser­
vants. The truth is, that, as there are 4,006,000 
women wage-earners, and the working-men of the 
country number 12,000,000, the women workers form 
a very great multitude—-no less than one-quarter of the 
whole great army of sixteen million wage-earners of 
our nation, upon whose hands and brains our whole 
national fabric of prosperity depends. Some 250,000 of 
these women, are unemployed, about the same propor- 
tion as in the case of men, but it is not diminishing, as 

is men’s unemployment. Half of these unemployed 
women, too, are not included in the unemployment 
scheme, which has eased the worst sufferings in the 
Case of some three-quarters of the unemployed men and 
their families.

We are glad to see that Mr. Sidney Webb scorned 
the common assumption that a woman always has some 
kind of a family belonging to her, and can in times of 
starvation slip into a corner somewhere and share the 
family crust already being shared by too many of the 
family mouths, whereas the truth is that many women 
workers are without relatives, and a great many more 
have delicate or worn-out parents, or young brothers 
and sisters, or children to support. Many schemes of 
relief work have been undertaken by local authorities, 
with .Government help,, almost entirely for men. A 
woman’s unemployment benefit, when she receives it, 
is only 12s. a week, and she cannot hang about and 
pick up, odd jobs, and live anyhow,, as a man can do at 
a pinch, or move to another part of the country. ’ 
£46,000,000 has been spent in training 200,000 unem­
ployed officers and men, but a few hundreds of thou­
sands only in training unemployed women. These 
women made the shells for these men who fought, but 
their service received, less .recognition, “perhaps because 
we have not got accustomed to realising that women 
are electors as well as men.” These unemployed women 
include 40,000 skilled Lancashire cotton-spinners, 25,000 
dressmakers, 12,000 milliners, and thousands of typists. 
An adequate Government grant for maintenance-train- • 
ing in their own trades and in homecraft is the right 
of all these women, whose skilled work will soon 
again be needed, and who will be the mothers of the 
next generation.
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NATURAL DIPLOMATS.

During the whole of her three months’ tour in the 
United States, and since her return to this country. 
Miss Royden has been playing, just as Lady Astor did 
a few months ago, an active, though unofficial, diplo­
matic part in trying to bring about a better understand- 
ing between England and America. In spite of the 
recent Orders in Council, which rigidly rule out British 
women from official positions in the diplomatic world, 
the fact remains that women are natural diplomats, 
with or without training. In the old days, women 
wielded enormous unofficial influence in the affairs of 
State, even if they occasionally proved themselves mis- 
tresses of intrigues of a somewhat doubtful character. 
To-day, with greater opportunities of light and learn- • 
ing, they are fast making themselves a force in citizen- 
ship, which men are realising- they must begin to reckon 
with. The Woman’s Movement is the chief camp of 
modern woman’s-diplomacy, a camp In which women 
of practically all nations are struggling to achieve the 
same definite aims. American women are proverbially 
freer from male prejudices, compared with the 
women of most nations,but, according to Mrs. Oliver 
Strachey, also recently returned from America, our. 
sisters across the water still have much leeway to make.. 
up. Mrs. Strachey asserts that American women are 
faced with identically the same problems as British 
women are up against, and that the Blanket Amend­
ment, which corresponds to our Sex Disqualification 
(Removal) Act, is being twisted and evaded by the 
Powers that Be, in exactly the same way as in this 
country. Some three years ago, too, American mar­
ried women were prevented, as far as possible, from 
entering the labour market, but they fought this injus­
tice so persistently that now the question is never 
raised, and numbers of married women are being 
employed in the States in various capacities. ’

VILLAGE PARLIAMENTS.

Though a large part of the Agenda at last week’s 
Seventh Annual Meeting of the National Federation of 
Women’s Institutes was naturally occupied with ques- 
tions of constitution and internal management, the dis- 
cussion of public questions was by no means a mean 
feature. These discussions, which grow keener every 
year, have become a marked characteristic of the Insti­
tutes ever since women’s partial enfranchisement in 
1918. It would be difficult to plan a better training 
for the exercise of the vote than the present scope of 
these village Parliaments, which now number 2,736 in 
English and Welsh villages, with a membership of
180,000. For it is a training entirely free from all '
party or sectarian bias, based on the actual experience 
of home life and home needs, and working outwards 
through a sense of responsibility educated not to take 
but to give. Last week’s resolutions on public matters 
included two on Local Government, one urging the 
Government to change the method of voting by show 
of hands at Parish Council elections to that of secret 
balloting, and the other suggesting that County Feder­
ations, Groups, and separate Women’s Institutes 
should be prepared, when advisable, to nominate at by- 
elections for the various Local Government bodies. 
The Housing problem was the subject of much eager 
discussion, members being urged to investigate the 
conditions prevailing in their districts in special rela- 
tion to the new Government Housing Bill. Protests 
were made against inadequate sentences in cases of the 
grossest cruelty to children, the Home Secretary being- 
urged to issue a circular to Justices pointing out that 
adequate sentences should be passed against persons 
guilty of serious offences against. children. The 
Humane Slaughter of Animals was unanimously ap­
proved, and the Government urged to afford facilities 
for the “Slaughtering- of Animals ” Bill, now before 
the House of Commons.
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Union’’ promptly

in a Resolution to pledge our- 
purchases of tea and sugar to

price in New York.
Our meeting resulted 

selves to “ restrict our

they to do? Our “ Housewives’

By EMILY/JUSON KERR (Presidentof the Housewives’ Union).

arranged, a Protest Meeting. On the day fixed, the 
welcome news came that our American sisters, 250,000 
strong', had decided upon a “ sugar boycott.” Shortly 
after, news was cabled that sugar had gone down in

We find men are keen On ‘1 signing up,’ and our 
retail grocers are on our side. Some are already order-

ROME CONGRESS, MAY 12th— 19th.

THE HOUSEWIVES’ CAMPAIGN

When Mrs. Wintringham fearlessly informed the 
assembled House of Commons that the Budget was a 
“man-made” one, she earned the gratitude of every 
woman in the country. While men rejoiced over their 
penny gain on beef, women’s hearts sank with dismay 
at the prospect of no relief from the highly priced sugar 
and tea. With wages reduced all round,. what were

the smallest possible extent until prices became once 
again normal.” This was eagerly taken up by the 
women of Kent, with the surprising result that, before 
a week had passed, the central wholesalers in the county 
informed our retailers that the expected rise of tea (4d. 
per lb.), due on May Ist, would not take place; also, 
there would be no further rise in the price of sugar— 
they might instead expect a decrease I As we had been 
threatened with ipd. per lb., we were more than satis­
fied with the effect of our agitation. If this can happen 
in one corner of the country, it can happen everywhere. 
We feel assured, if other women will do as we have 
done, the high cost of living must speedily be checked.

ing only hundredweights
tons, and they tell us they are delighted to. be a 
do so. A trade journal, The Grocer, in a recent

may not become universal enough, and sugg 
grocers helping us by "‘ selling out all their pre; 
stock, and buying no more until prices come down.

The Chancellor of the Exchequer was pressed to state 
his reasons for “ forgetting the women ” in his Budget, 
at the great annual meeting of Women Conservatives . 
and Unionists at the Queen’s Hall. He gave two 
reasons—First, there is a world shortage of sugar, and 
payment goes into the hands of the foreigners, not ours. 
Second, the tax on tea was reduced last year; a reduc­
tion this year should not be expected.

Experts were immediately set to inquire into the 
question of shortage, and reported : “ There is a world 
shortage at present of all food commodities; the short- 
age of sugar is neither grievous nor threatening."’ In 
face of this report, with our working women beside us, 
and their men “ out of a job,” it is obvious “someone 
must do something."’ We who buy for our house­
holds must be the ones. Of what value sugar com- 
missions, speculations, and revenues from high taxa- 
tion, if women refuse to buy?} We must make every 
woman—the poorest as well as the richest—-realise the 
strength of the weapon that lies in her hands. Before 
the campaign ends, we anticipate every Member will 
be in possession of protests from each individual con- 
stituency, conveying the message, Woman counts.

SPEECH OF SIGNOR S. E. MUSSOLINI

The Fascista Government, over which I have the and the development of political situations, for elec- 
honour of presiding, wishes to express to you its great tions are but a more or less noisy and insignificant 
pleasure at your having chosen Rome as the seat of episode. Outside of the electoral problems there are
your Congress, and welcomes you in the most cordial 
and warmest way.

The problems of your Congress are most important 
- from a political, economic, and social point of view.

We might say indeed that they concern all the life and 
activity of women. The principal object of this inter- 
national gathering is once more to call the attention of 
Governments and of public opinion to the necessity of 
granting to women a larger participation in the political 
activities of nations by means of the vote.

■ All its possible consequences must be considered, but 
I can state that the Italian public spirit and the ten­
dency of our policy will not offer any preconceived 
opposition to the enfranchisement of women. As. far 
as I am concerned, I feel authorised to declare that the 
Fascista Government, if nothing unforeseen happens, 
will undertake to grant to several categories of women , 
the right to vote, starting from the administrative vote.
I wish to believe that none of you will be surprised 

by this prudent policy in regard to the matter of elec­
tions, especially as it is accompanied by the most opti- 
mistic anticipations. In fact, I believe that by 
granting- women the right to vote, first in municipal 
and next in political elections, no disastrous effects will 
ensue, as is predicted by some pessimists.- But very 
probably it will have beneficial consequences, because 
woman will bring into the exercise of this new right 
her fundamental qualities of foresight, balance, and 
wisdom, I wish to remark, nevertheless, that the vote 
cannot end, and does not end, in fact, the political 

. activity of the citizens. In many other ways, and by 
different means, one may influence the course of events

many other problems whose solution affects women, and 
their domestic and social position. You have then 
done well in putting these problems on your agenda.

I wish to state that everything which attempts to 
raise the moral position of women will have the cordial 
support of the Fascista Government. Recently this 
Government approved the Washington Convention 
concerning night work of women and of young persons, 
and by this act it has placed itself in the first rank 
among civilised nations. It has also been one of the 
first to accept the resolutions passed by numerous 
International Congresses, and has adopted the law 
against the-traffic in women and children, thus giving 
the legal protection to women which is a duty among 
civilised people, and which for a long time has been 
demanded by all who have studied this problem.

And now let my thoughts go, apart from any point 
of view on these different questions, to all, the mothers, 
to all the women, who have suffered in silence and in 
dignity the sacrifices and the sorrows of the Great 
War—to all the women, even those who are not repre­
sented here, who have powerfully contributed during 
that period to ensure the stability of national life. Let 
my thoughts go to all the other women, who, every day, 
give to humanity the precious contribution of their 
ceaseless work in the schools, in the workshops, in the 
homes, in the hospitals, and in the fields.

I wish you, ladies, to carry to all your countries, even 
to the most distant, my greetings, and I trust this Con- 
grass will mean an essential advancement of the status 
of women, and a new step forward in the history of 
civilised nations.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS W.F.L

majority at the last election was 4,579 votes.

OUR OPEN COLUMN.

the inner nature of the child.
children at and play, entered into discussions

WHIST DRIVE AT MINERVA CLUB.

not forgotten at Christmas. C. Despard, President.

The
Whist

A Candid Husband.
Lord Astor, in opening a Church Army Social Centre

better one. We believe Lord Astor is only one of many husbands 
whose mentality has undergone 
wives into public life, but we an

HAMPSTEAD.

(Hon. Sec.) E. BERRY, 16, Denning Road, N.W.3.

been greatly increased

We are arranging a " Pound Day ” Reception, at which the 
Mayoress of Battersea will preside, on Monday, May 28th, from 
3-30 to 6.30 p.m., and hope you will be able to attend. There will 
be Tea, Stories by Miss Margaret Bradish, and short speeches. 
Our income is smaller owing to various reasons, whilst our work

Offices : 144, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. 1.

tothe poverty conse-

The nomination for Mrs

NINA Beverley.
(Hon. See.-, Ilkley Holiday Conference^.

OTHER SOCIETIES.

LONDON AND SUBURBS.

WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE SETTLEMENT
2, CURRIE STREET, Nine Elms LANE, S.W.8: '
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IN PARLIAMENT

wen , •

Post Office Women.
Mr. Jowett (Dartford) asked the Postmaster-General 

whether the vacancies now falling due in the male non- 
clerical staff of the P.O. Stamps Section will in future 
be filled by ex-Service men, instead of by women ? 
SIR W. JOYNSON-HICKs replied that certain of the duties 
now being performed by men in the Stamp Section of 
the P.O. Stores Department have long been regarded 
as more suitable for women than men, and vacancies on 
the male staff are being filled by women. He Assured 
the House it was not because their labour was cheaper 
than men’s; the women were quicker and better I han 
the men. SIR EDWIN STOCKTON Manchester Ex­
change) asked for the rates of pay in each case. MAJOR 
BARNSTON said the permanent grading and pay of both 

and women in the Stamp Section are as yet un- 

Women Pension clerks.

at the headquarters of the Health Ministry above 
clerical grade; there were now 29.
Fisher Girls.

Mr. FREDERICK Martin (Aberdeen, E.) asked 
Minister of Labour whether he could now amend 

the

the
Regulations, and exempt from Unemployment Insur­
ance women workers in the herring fishery, which was 
only seasonal work? Sir Montague Barlow replied 
that he was powerless to exempt the employment, but 
exemptions could be obtained by those mainly depen­
dent upon others, or upon non-insurable work, 
was trying to simplify the method.
Women’s Institutes and Village Clubs.

In answer to Mi FRANK Gray (Oxford), 
BoyD-CarpenTer said grants had been made 

and he

Major 
to the

general work of the National Federation of Women’s 
Institutes, and during October, 1919, to March, 1923, 
the Federation spent £121 in training voluntary organ- 
isers. No grant for similar training had yet been made 
to the Village Clubs Association.
Hounslow Woman Clerk.

Mr. LINFIELD (Bedford, Mid.) asked the Minister of 
Health concerning a woman clerk, named Marshall, on 
the established staff of the Health Department, Houns- 
low Urban District Council for the last eight years, 
and admittedly competent, satisfactory, and trust- 
worthy, recently given notice by the local M.O.H. to 
terminate her employment next year, because she is a 
woman, and thus blocks the way to the promotion of a 
junior male clerk or office-boy. Will he ascertain 
whether it is with or without the sanction of the Coun­
cil, and, under the Sex Disqualifications (Removal) Act, 
prevent such action in future? MR. CHAMBERLAIN 
answered that he had not heard of the ease, and had no 
jurisdiction over the officer.
Training Colleges.

Col. SIR Charles Yate (Melton) asked whether, see- 
ing that 7,760 students would leave the training colleges 
next July, whilst there are already far more teachers 
than available posts, the colleges would now be closed ? 
Mr. WOOD replied that he was reducing the number of 

' entrants, but could not close the colleges. A Commit­
tee was considering the whole problem,.
Juvenile Centres.

In answer to questions from LADY Astor, Mr. A. V. 
ALEXANDER (Hillsborough), Mr. EDE (Mitcham), and 
MR. Foot, Sir M. Barlow stated that in March the 
average attendance at the 70 Juvenile Unemployment 
Centres was 7,980; in the week ending May 2nd it was 
8,610 at 89 centres. It was true the centres were, 
generally speaking, appreciated throughout the coun­
try, in some areas the attendances were going 
down, sometimes because the young people were placed 
in employment. The centres were coming to an end in 
July, and what would happen after that has not yet 

been decided. He was making special inquiries as to 
the utility of the centres.
Defective Children,

Replying to MR. Foor, MR. WOOD stated that, of 
the 318 local Education Authorities in England and 
Wales, 297 have established clinics for medical treat­
ment of physically defective children. There were 
about 500 blind and about 6,300 crippled children with- 
out provision in recognised schools. He hoped to ■ 
increase the provision in the next few months. Tuber- 
culous children were in two. categories, chest castes, and 
cripples. About 2 0,00 0 of the former were, 2,000 in 
special schools, 11,000 in the elementary schools, and 
7,000 in uncertified institutions or at home; of the 
13,000 cripples, 1,700 were in special schools, 6,500 in 
elementary schools, and 4,800 not in 
tions. Only uninfectious tuberculous 
the public elementary schools.
Women Teachers.

In answer to Mrs. WINTRINGHAM, 

certified institu- 
Children were in

Mr. Wood said
that in the public elementary schools, on March 31st, 
1921, there were 130,376 full-time women teachers of 
all grades; 20,396 were married, * and 4,907 were 
widows.
Married Women’s Income Tax.

In answer to MRS. WINTRINGHAM, Mr. BALDWIN said 
that separate assessment of married persons’ incomes 
would lose the Exchequer £11,700,000 immediately, and 
ultimately £33,000,000.
Lady Astor’s Bill.

Replying to MR. Foor, Mr. BALDWIN said he had 
been asked to receive a deputation in support of this 
Bill, representing teachers, doctors, the Churches, and 
women’s organisations, but asked for it to be deferred 
over Whitsuntide.
Bills in the House.

Adoption of Children (No. 2) Bill was introduced by 
Mr. Gerald Hurst (Moss Side), supported by Mrs. Win- 
tringham; Second Reading, May 30th.

Guardianship of Infants Bill.—Six members—Mr. 
Cairns (Morpeth), Mr. Ellis (Wakefield), Mr. Gerald 
Hurst, Mr. Nesbitt (Chislehurst), Mr. Robert Richard­
son (Houghton-le-Spring), and Mrs. Wintringham— 
were appointed to join a Select Committee of the Lords 
to consider this Bill.

Matrimonial Causes Bill.—Third Reading, June 9th.

GARDEN FETE
THE HILL, HAMPSTEAD (kindly lent by Viscount Leverhulme).

THURSDAY, JUNE 7th, from 2 to 9.30 p.m.

Women’s Freedom League—Green, White & Gold Stall.
This Stall will be in charge of Mrs. Holmes, who will 

be assisted by Mrs. Catmur, Miss Lyndon, Mrs. 
Keelan, Mrs. Pierotti, and Mrs. and Miss James. 
Many articles in the colours are needed for the stall, but 
all gifts will be most acceptable. . Will all members 
and friends send some article in green, white, or gold, 
to help to provide for the stall? Gifts should be sent 
to the Hon. Fair Secretary, the Women’s Freedom 
League, 144, High Holborn, W.C.i, not later than 
June 4th.

The Fete will be opened by the Marchioness of Caris- 
brooke at 2 p.m. Please remember to keep Thursday, 
June 7th, free, to bring your friends to visit Viscount 
Leverhulme's beautiful garden and the Women’s Free- 
dom League Stall. There will be various attractions, 
including a Children’s Dancing Display at 2.15 p.m., a 
Summer Fashion Parade at4 p.m., Artists’ June Revels 
6-9.30 p.m., and Wireless Concerts, etc.

The tickets,are on sale at these offices, price 2s. 4d. 
(including tax); after 6 p.m., is. 3d. (including tax). 
Children will be admitted at half-price.

(Hon. Fair Sec.) Elizabeth Berry.

THE VOTE

Women’s Freedom League. NOTES AND COMMENTS.

Telephone—Museum 1429.
Telegram's—" Despard, Museum 1429, .London. ”

- Colours-^—Green, White and Gold.
Hon. Treasurer—Dr. E. KNIGHT.

Literature Department—Hon. Head: Mrs. PIEROTTI.
Hon. Organising Secretary—-

Mrs. SCHOFIELD COATES, J.P.
VOTE Sales Department—Hon. Head : Miss ALIX M. CLARK.

General Secretary—Miss F. A. UNDERWOOD.

(

DARE TO 
BE FREE.

Monday, June 4th, at 8 p.m. Hampstead 
Branch. Annual Meeting at the Isis Club, 
79, Fitzjohn’s Avenue, N.W.3. (by kind per­
mission of Mrs. Harverson). Speaker: Mrs. 
Mustard. Subject to be announced later.

Thursday, June 7th, 2 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. 
Garden Fete at “The Hill,” Hampstead 
(kindly lent by Viscount Leverhulme), Women’s 

′ Freedom League, Green, White and Gold 
Stall. Tickets: 2.0. p.m., 2/4; 6.0. p.m., 1/3. 

′ Friday, June 8th, at 5 p.m. Organisation 
Sub-Committee Meeting, 144, High Holborn, W.C.I.

Friday, June 8th, at 8.15 p.m. Whist Drive at Minerva Club, 
Brunswick Square. Tickets, including refreshments, 3/6.

Saturday .June 9th, at 10 a.m. National Executive Committee, 
Meeting, 144, High Holborn, W.C.1.

Monday, June 25th, at 3 p.m. Political Sub-Committee 
Meeting, 144, High Holborn, W.C. 1.

Friday, July 6th, Mrs. Despard’s Birthday Party, Caxton Hall, • 
Westminster. Further particulars later.

Saturday, July 7th, at 10 a.m. National Executive Committee
Meeting, 144, High Holborn, W.C.I.

Sunday, May 27th, at 6.30 p. m. Kingston Church of Humanity, 
39, Orchard Street, Kingston-on-Thames. Speaker : Miss Mary 
Richardson.. Subject: “The Use of Beauty to the Mind and 
Soul.” ,

Monday, May 28th, from 3.30 to 6.30 p.m. Women’s Freedom 
League Settlement, 2, Currie Street, Nine Elms, S.W.8. " Pound 
Day" Reception, Mayoress of Battersea will preside. Any gifts 
will be gratefully'received.

Monday, May 28th, at 6.15 p.m. National Union of Women 
Teachers, 39, Gordon Square, W.C.1. Speaker: Mrs. Mustard. 
Subject: The Women's Freedom League and its Work."

Wednesday, May 30th, at 8 p.m. Women’s League of Union, 
Oak Room, Kingsway Hall. Speaker: Miss Margaret Ottley. 
Subject: ‘ * The Power of Wealth. ’'

Wednesday, July 11th, at 8 p.m. Women’s League of Union. 
Oak Room, Kingsway Hall. • Speaker : Miss F. A. Underwood, 
Subject : " How Women are using their Opportunities-..”

BRANCH NOTE.

A most successful meeting was held at the Isis Club, 79, Fitz- 
john's Avenue, N.W.3 (by kind permission of Mrs. Harverson), 
on Wednesday evening, May 16th, when Mrs. Aldridge spoke on 
the Housing Bill. Mrs. Nevinson, J.P., presided, and moved a 
Resolution calling upon the Government to immediately grant 
facilities to Mr. Foot's Women’s Enfranchisement Bill, which was 
carried unanimously. A vote of thanks to the speaker, chair- 
man, and hostess was proposed by Dr. Knight, and seconded by 
Miss Mariah Berry. There was a good sale of literature, arid 
new members joined the League.

quent upon unemployment and other causes, therefore our 
Committee is hoping very much for a successful gather- 
ing. Gifts in money, grocery, food, household goods, coals, 
household linen, etc., will all be very gratefully received. Last 
year we gave 35,000 vegetarian dinners to children, nursing and 
expectant mothers, and. any cases of destitution that were brought 
under our notice. We had an average of eight children a week 
in our Children's Guest House (this partly, the result of housing 
difficulty), and have had to find clothing'for the last-named ; 
ailing and delicate children have been sent to country or seaside 
as occasion demanded, and children and old-age pensioners were

Manchester Unemployed Women.

SupPCI.
pressing for Government aid for training unemployed girls in 
home-making, a three-months’ course including dressmaking, 
laundry, cooking, singing, etc., with ah allowance of £1 a week. 
There are 10,000 of these girls in the city, and the scheme would 
prevent their starvation on the 12s. unemployment insurance, and 
their privations at the sweated jobs they dare not throw up, and 
tide them over till trade revives and they could again enter 
industry. The Lady 
the Lord Mayor.
Woman’s Rule.

is promised to lay the matter before

' Mr. Dudley Field Malone, the distinguished American lawyer, 
who, in the course of his career at the American bar, defended a 
number of suffragists, and married one of them. Miss Doris 
Stevens, prophesied, whilst on a flying visit to London, that “ the 
coming world is going to be dominated by and I look on 

a poorer job of

whenever he had

Women Getting Worse

upon many things, and 
s policy had become : a

Do be
I sup- -

I wonder, has his Lordship never heard men brawling before now

An Up-to-date Colony.
The development of Madagascar is now under consideration by 

the French Government. This progressive island already has 
universal suffrage, every man, woman, and youth on the island 
possessing a vote, without 
qualification.

The Berwick contest

DEAR MADAM, —May I be permitted to draw the attention of 
your readers to a Holiday Conference that is being arranged at 
Ilkley, in Wharfedale, for August? Last January I had the 
opportunity of visiting, with a party of English teachers, the 
Waldorf Co-education al School at Stuttgart, of which Dr. Rudolf 
Steiner is educational Director. Here education is practised as 
an art, and the teachers strive for a living spiritual perception of 

visited the classes, watched the 

teachers, and' were enabled to learn something of the living 
spiritual force at work in this pioneer school. The Conference 
next August is being held in order to give teachers and educa- 
tionists a further opportunity for studying the educational methods 
of Dr. Steiner, who will give a course of lectureson Education in 
the Light of Anthroposophy. Those who attend the Conference 
will have the opportunity of meeting teachers from the Waldorf 
School, for discussion, demonstration classes, and lectures. Speci- 
mens of children’s paintings, drawing, and needlework will be 
on view. Classes for Eurhythmy will be arranged, and demon- 
strations of this new art will be given by children and by students 
from the Goctheanum School of Eurhythmy (Dornach, 
land), under the direction of Dr. and Madame Steiner.

Minerva Club has Very kindly undertaken to organise a 
Drive on Friday, June 8th, at 8.15, for the benefit of THE

Vote and the League. Admission 3s. 6%, including refreshments, 
and whatever the Minerva Club undertakes is always a delightful 
success. Now is your time to prove your appreciation of both the 
League and its gallant little organ, by supporting us in great 
numbers on June 8th. Donations towards the cost of the prizes 
and refreshments are asked for, especially from those who cannot 
come themselves.
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Please send me THE VOTE every week, post free, for 6 months, for which

I enclose 3/3. i. -.
Name ...................... ..... .......

Address..

THE VOTE, 144, High Holborn, W.C. 1

REST AND HOLIDAYS. PROFESSIONAL. MISCELLANEOUS.

Busy Women requiring Rest will find 
comfortable Board Residence at 

Miss Turner’s, "Sea View,’ Victoria Rd., 
Brighton. Early Dinner. Tel. Brighton 1702

El HUT CAMP in Sussex woods. Choir 
of nightingales every May. Des- 

criptive leaflet free.—Nicholls, Ballinger 
Grange, Great Missenden. Bucks.

ONVINCED Feminist (Practising
Midwife) books lecturing engage- 

ments.—Gatty, 30 Retreat Place, Hackney

MISS NICHOLAS, Ex-transport
Driver. R.A.F. Landaulette Car 

for hire. Tel. Hampstead 8341. Private 
address : 3, Christchurch Road, Hampstead.

hi
V VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE. 
V Alt. 600 ft. Rest and Comfort amid 

beautiful scenery. Tennis. Motor. Mrs. 
Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, nr. Matlock.

THE MINERVA CLUB,
BRUNSWICK SQUARE, W.C.

(Corner of Coram Street and Hunter Street) 
Open Daily to non-residents for Lunches, 

12.30 to 2.30 p.m. Dinners, 6.30 to 8.30;

Sunday Lunches only,from 12.45 to 2.30 p.m.

Afternoon Teas Daily from 3.30.

Home Made Cakes, Rolls and Jams a 
. Speciality.

Prepaid Classified Advertisements.
Number of 

Words. Once. Three 
Times.

Six 
Times.

s. d. s. d. s. d.

20 1 6 4 O 7 6
30 2 3 6 3 12 O
40 3 O 8 6 16 O

Displayed Advertisements,
8/- per inch.

Z J-PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS 
O I AND HOW TO USE THEM, 
2d. Send for one.—Trimnell, The 
Herbalist, 144, Richmond Road, Cardiff. 
Established 1879.

LINDUM House, BEXHILL-ON-SEA.

Home School on Progressive Thought
Lines; Large Garden; Cricket Field: 

Sea Bathing; Small Classes ; Special care 
given to' backward and delicate, girls ; 
Coaching for advanced pupils. Principal: 
Miss Richardson, B.A.

EELLOWSHIP SERVICES.—Guild- 
house, Eccleston Square, S.W.l.

Sunday, May 27th. 3.15. Music, Poetry, 
Lecture. Dr. Dearmer. 6.30. Miss Maude 
Royden.

The pioneer club has re-opened ‘ 
at 12, Cavendish Place. Entrance 

fee in abeyance pro tern. Town Members 
£5 5s.; Country and Professional £4 4s.

LET US QUOTE FOR YOUR NEXT PRINTING ORDER!

Visiting Cards, Addressed Stationery, Billheads, Circulars 
and Printing of all descriptions undertaken.

We know we can please you, and 
you will be helping the “VOTE.”

"1
THE MINERVA PUBLISHING CO., LTD 

144, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.

Suffrage Health Food Stores, 
231-233, THE ARCADE, LINTHORPE ROAD, 

MIDDLESBROUGH.

ALL VEGETARIAN SPECIALITIES STOCKED

Food Reformers experiencing any difficulty in obtaining 
Health Foods in their districts are invited to send for Price 

List. Orders over £1 carriage paid.
Manageress : Mrs. E. A. WALLACE.

Membership Application Form
To be returned to The Secretary, 144, High Holborn.

Please enrol me as a Member of the Women’s Freedom League.

Name.....

Address.......
I enclose £ s. d. as my first Annual Subscription.

Mittiwum Annual Subscription, is.

published by the Minerva Publishing Co., Ltd., at 144, High Holborn, W.C. 1, and Printed for them by 
PAGE & PRATT, LTD., 151-2 Gt. Saffron Hill, London, E.C. +
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