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WOMEN NEED THE VOTE
They are vitally con-

REOAHCE cerned in any legislation 
DLUflUuL which affects the cost of 

living.

OUR POINT OF VIEW.
Protection of Criminals.

The memorial presented to the Home Office, asking 
for the removal and trial of P.O. Wetherall and his 
fellow-constables for the part played in connexion 

, with poor young Violet Parrott, has been rejected. Mr 
- McKenna, whose long delay in dealing with this request 

has laid considerable strain on our patience, has finally 
■ declared that he sees no reason to interfere in the 
matter. But, if Mr. McKenna sees no reason to take 
action, the Women’s Freedom League does. A protest 
of a definite nature is to be organised; and in this 
protest the mother of the injured girl is to be invited 
to take part. The case is to be written up and issued 
in pamphlet form, and if an action for perjury will 
lie against the constables, such, an action will be 
inaugurated.
A Family Jar.

It does not always pay for Liberals to be illiberal. 
The chairman of Mr. Asquith’s so splendid, meeting at 
Oldham has struck a discordant note which will cause 
some feeling in his party circles. It is so rare for Libe- 
rals, these days, to want fair play or to resent exhibi- 
tions of privilege, or to be anything but smugly sub- 
servient, that the protest of Mr. Barton,’ M.P., which 
has taken the form of resigning from the Oldham 
Liberal Association, will be quite in the nature of a 
Christmas surprise. Mr. Barton, it appears, wanted 
to take some ladies to the meeting—fifteen of them all 

workers ” in the holy cause of Liberalism that does’not 
recognise women’s claims and citizenship.

Mr. Barton was refused permission to include his 
ladies in the Liberal tea-party. It would appear that 
he was prepared to be Liberal to the extent of ac
quiescing in this decision, but in an evil moment for 
his, party discovered that Lords Sheffield and Emmott 
had alack, for Liberal snobbery—obtained per- 
mission to bring ladies of their own. The very Tories 
could not do worse.

So Mr. Barton, M.P. for Oldham, has resigned mem- 
bership of the Oldham Liberal Association.
The " Parent.”

When is a parent not a parent ? is a question that 
one asks in some bewilderment. , The answer would 
naturally be, when it is a woman.The woman parent 
has al the responsibilities and none of the authority of 
parenthood ; and the male parent has all the authority 
and none of the responsibility. At least, that is what 
the administration of the Law, which is entirely in the hands of the male parents, leads one to conclude 

Recently we alluded to the case of a man who 
had a drunken wife and a daughter who, at the early age 
of fifteen was allowed to become the associate of 
women of ill-fame. In the manifest irresponsibility < of the drunken mother, a bench of weak-kneed mag J < trates held the male parent responsible for the welfare ■ 
of the child and sentenced him, with what to most 
women would seem extreme propriety, to three months’ 
for criminal neglect of his parental duties. A higher ' 
Court, presided over by the Lord Chief Justice, quashed 
this sentence, and while emphasising the helplessness 
and hopelessness of the girl’s mother, acquitted ihe 
father of all responsibility under the circumstances. He ( was bound neither to find a home nor to find a guardian for his unfortunate child. But he has by favrsa 
control and authority over her and her movements

In Glasgow, another case has just been disposed of. 
One Mrs. Fowler, wife of a lorryman, admitted having 
allowed her children to reside in a house of ill-fame, 
she being a drunkard and an associate of immoral 
persons. She is declared to have taken men and women 
" to her husband’s house,” this being, apparently, the 
house in question. She was found there on a Saturday 
night, hopelessly drunk, with a little girl in a state of 
hysterical terror. She was sentenced to two months' 
imprisonment. There is no word of the parent in all 
this ; he does not appear to have been held in any way 
responsible for the use made of the home which was his 
and the child of which he is the legal parent—although, 
we believe in Scotland his position is not so supreme. 
It would appear that the time has arrived for a prero
gative which entails so little responsibility to be sur
rendered by these parents without parental instincts.

We have already given prominence to the crying need, 
of Indian women for women doctors ; Dr. Kathleen. 
Vaughan’s recent article in the Vote gave a clear state
ment of the facts which was convincing to those 
unfamiliar with the question; those who know the 
conditions welcomed it as so much more evidence for 
long delayed justice to millions of women. As our
readers are aware, the Indian Government has moved 
in the matter and a medical service for women is to 

< come into existence. It is, however, in no sense “ on 
the same terms ” as the renowned Indian Medical 
Service of men.: It is not a State service and the salaries 
offered, despite the allurements of quarters and the 
right of private practice, are far below those which 
men enjoy. " Men in the Indian Medical Service,” 
says “An Indian Woman Doctor,” commenting on the 
Woman’s Service in the current issue of the " Indian 
Magazine and Review,” “retire on pensions after having 
enjoyed salaries in their later years, double the final 
salaries of these women,” Sir Pardey Lukis, who is at 
the head of the men’s Indian Medical Service, laid stress, 
when propounding the scheme to the women of London 
School of Medicine, on the fact that the medical man is 
powerless in promoting domestic hygiene in India ; 
it is medical woman who must doit, Yet twenty-five 
women doctors—five of whom are to constitute a leave 
reserve—are allotted to 150,000,000 women and children 
in India, in addition to those working under the Dufferin 
Fund—about forty-four—and the missionary societies; 
Not one medical woman has been appointed as sanitary 
inspector in any district or town. Says “ An Indian 
Woman Doctor, ’ ’ continuing her comments :—

Perhaps it was meant as a compliment to the twenty-five, 
women yet to be selected to imagine that they could compass, 
the colossal task before them. India is a vast country; 
differences in language and customs present a real difficulty 
to the would-be reformer of domestic conditions. Are these 
twenty-five women doctors to tackle the whole problem of the 
sanitation of the country so far as it touches the homes of the 
country, in addition to their work as medical officers of hospitals, 
where they perform the duties of surgeon ■ and physician, 
obstetrician, dentist, sometimes of lecturer as well ? Women 
have before done wonderful things in the world’s history, and 
we hope they will rise to the occasion now.

A beginning is being made, but if figures mean 
anything to the sex that is usually supposed to have 
a monopoly of understanding them, the colossal task 
now being imposed by men on a handful of medical 
women should convince them of the utter inadequacy 
of the. much-vaunted scheme to touch even the fringe 
of a crying need.
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ADDITIONAL ORGANISERS.
£500 WANTED.

Many thanks to all the kind friends whose contribu- 
tions already received have given a good start to this 
special fund.

More organisers must be appointed at once. The 
League is growing and expanding so rapidly, so many 
new members are joining, so many new Branches are 
waiting to be formed, that we must not be hampered 
for want of workers.

A General Election may soon be upon us. The whole 
country—north, south, east and west—must echo and 
re-echo with the cry of “ Votes for Women..”

The Women’s Freedom League is ready and able to 
take a full share in this work, and we confidently appeal 
to every one of 6ur readers to do his or her own part, 
and send a donation at once towards the special £500

AT HEADQUARTERS.
- During the past few months we have formed new 
Branches at Bowes Park, Bromley, East London, 
Streatham, Winchester, Lochgelly and Broxburn, and 
we hope later on to be successful in Birmingham, 
Reading and Yarmouth. Great activities are reported 
by our Scottish Branches, by Miss Munro in the North
eastern District, and by Miss Andrews in the Potteries. 
Publicmeetings early in the New Year are being arranged 
by our Bournemouth., Glasgow, Ipswich, Southampton. 
Southsea, and Winchester Branches.

London Meetings.—-Our Wednesday afternoon public 
meetings at Caxton Hall are over for this session, but 
we hope to begin them again. January 21, when the 
principal speaker will be Miss Cicely Hamilton. We 
have arranged the syllabus of these meetings until 
April 1, so we hope our friends will keep Wednesday 
afternoons to attend them.

Our Discussion Meetings will be resumed at 1, Robert- 
street, Monday evening, January 19, when Madame 
Malmberg will speak on the question “ is the Woman’s 
Movement Identical with the Eastern Revolutionary 
Movement ? "

“Vote” Rally.—-All members who sell THE VOTE 
in London streets, or are willing to do so, are invited 
to come to I, Robert-street, Friday evening, Decem
ber 12, at 7.30 to meet Mrs. Despard and Miss Leahy, 
who is organising The Vote Sales Department. Refresh
ments will be provided. • m F. A. U.

“ WOMEN OUTWITTED.”
Sir Edward Carson and Mr. Larkin continue their 

uproarious career unchecked, in perfect ease and uncon- 
ditional freedom. The horrors of the Dublin strike, 
if brought about by women for purposes, or in pursuit 
of a campaign of their own, would have caused a storm 
of obloquy to beat about the feminine head. The 
selfishness of those who could inflict such woe and 
suffering to gain something for the weaker sex would 
have resounded in shrieks of abuse. Women would 
have been held up to execration and denounced as unfit, 
morally and politically, to cast their decision in matters 
of national importance. -Men may do these things, 
however, and still retain the " right " to rebuke those 
less privileged. • So Mr. Larkin goes free; and his 
" happy release ”, has soothed, the ruffled plumage of 
Liberalism.

Sir Edward is more privileged still. He has never 

had to be released. Hercannot have the supreme 
triumph of being let out because no one had yet had 
courage to put him in. He has not yet sampled tle 
full flavour, of rebellion, but is doing himself rather well 
notwithstanding. Without let or hindrance, he goes 
from place to place bragging of his 90,000 trained 
volunteers, and his war-chest; and his covenant, and his 
defiance, and his staff of Generalofficers and Army 
men ; and the Government which prosecuted suffragists 
for conspiracy, and Tom Mann for exciting to mutiny, 
and Mr. Lansbury as a person not of good fame, and 
was even so illiberal as to judge Mr. Larkin a criminal, 
allows the conspirators, mutineers, criminals, and 
persons not of good fame concerned in the Ulster 
imbroglio to “ go on talking."

There is laughable evidence of the embarrassment in 
which the Government finds itself. In the speeches of 
Cabinet Ministers, halting between will and won’t, 
it is easy to discern how nonplussed a modern Govern
ment is before a suggestion of armed rebellion. Having 
resolutely refused, during the Committee stages of the 
Home Rule Bill, to take off the Whips on any detail 
concerning which the opposition felt strongly, the 
Prime Minister, confronted with an angry, rebellious' 
and armed Sir Edward, professes to be more than 
anxious for that bellicose gentleman to explain what 
his misgivings are, what-his objection to anything 
short of the principle of Home Rule ! Now, all these 
misgivings and objections were thrashed out in the 
House and brushed aside by Mr. Asquith, Mr. Churchill, 
Mr. Hobhouse, and others (now so anxious for “an 
interchange of views,"" legislation by accord and not 
by discord,” " some kind of legislative agreement ” 
and so on) as utterly unreal and unimportant. They 
were not in the least desirous of hearing Sir Edward’s 
misgivings in the House of Commons ; but appear 
now, in the prospect of armed rebellion, to be a trifle 
upset in that they did not agree with their adversary 
quickly, while they were in the way with him. The 
adversary does not appear likely to do any agreeing now.

This is all very instructive to women. The time of 
the House of Commons was wasted, it appears, in 
pushing for an agreement which no one means or is able 
to keep. And the reason for present confusion is the 
threat of lawlessness. Yet there is one cry which never 
fails to draw these angry, belligerent men together, and 
that is a denunciation of militant women !

Mr. Asquith has beautifully and impressively said, 
no longer ago than last week at Oldham, that “ Political 
institutions, Parliaments, Cabinets, and all the rest are 
created not for picturesque purposes, they are intended 
and made to do work, and that work is the spreading of 
justice, the enlargement of opportunity, the social 
uplifting of' the masses of mankind.” And Mr 
George, on December 1, at the Holloway Empire, 
declared that “ This is a democratic country. They 
(the Tories) have never realised that, and you cannot 
carry anything without votes. We must get a majority 
for our plans.”

It is the majority that is in the balance. And that 
is why each section armed with votes can break the law 
defiantly, Waste the time and money of the country, 
and play with questions which the whole machinery
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of the administration has been at work for several 
years tosettle. So women still go to prison, while the 
men lark round and defy each other and each other's 
laws ; and the Press of both sides works hard to " save 
the face ’ of the party leaders, and draw red herrings 
across the track of the public. A favourite and savoury 
herring is female militancy—so much more perverse 
because so much less bloodthirsty than male militancy.

Peons of congratulations and mirth have heralded 
the superlatively clever capture of one slight woman by 
the united forces of the Army, Navy, Reserve, Police, 
and State. The arrival of this lady on Britain’s shore— 
on a steamer from which there was no possible escape, 
and on a date that had been lavishly advertised—caused 
a thrill to run through the entire range of noble and 
manly Services that Keep our Empire Safe. Even the 
Merchant Service was roped in to the assistance of the 
harassed State—many members of that Service belong 
to the Naval Reserve-—and forbade “ the women 3 
to use the landing stages in the usual way. With 
the assistance of -— .

Two gunboats of the Royal Navy ;
Two police motor-tugs;
The Deputy Chief Constable of Plymouth and the local police 

staff; ', ' —
The Criminal Investigation Department of Scotland Yard.
" i ve Criminal Investigation Agents ;
One motor car ;
The local heads of the White Star Line : Stewards, waterside 

officials, a purser, scouts, secret agents, harbour officials, 
and the Home Office :

The entire garrison of Plymouth, at Ready ! 
One wardress

Present!

in what one paper describes as “ a masterly combination,” 
a small and decidedly frail woman was borne in triumph 
over Dartmoor on a long and perishingly cold drive to 
gaol. This striking success of male vigilance, cunning, 
and intrepidity has been hailed with a chorus of warm 
appreciation. The male person is always generous in 
acknowledging the prowess of his own sex. The arrest 
has been variously described as “a smart capture,”
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"women outwitted," “ neatly foiled," and many 
another such expression of recognition. We may now 
feel certain that Britons never never—, that law must 
prevail, that miscreants will be punished, arid above 
and beyond all, that men can’t be bullied.

We .wonder why we look towards Ulster, and smile.
C. Nina BOYLE.

POLITICAL NEWS.
A Test of Liberalism.

Speaking at a meeting at Hebburn (Northumberland) of the 
National Political League, Mr. J. Wedgwood, M. P., said that the 
best argument in favour of W omen's Suffrage was the attitude of 
the anti-suffragists, who stood for conservatism in the sense 
that they wanted things left as they are. Liberalism stood for 
freedom and justice, and when he appealed to men to support 
the women he asked them to test their Liberalism. Liberalism 
ought to be applied to the destroying of vested interests, and 
every decent man with an ounce of Liberal blood in his veins 
would be: willing to sacrifice the little privilege it entailed and 
give justice to the women.
New Zealand's Prison Report : Decrease of Women 

Criminals.
in a statement issued by the National Union of Women 

Suffrage Societies, attention is drawn to the fact that the Prison 
Report recently issued in New Zealand covers several points of 
interest, and not the least is the extraordinary decrease 'of crime 
amongst women in recent years. In 1881 the daily average 
number of prisoners was : Males, 631.66; females, 94.37. In 
1912, while the population has doubled, the daily average 
number of prisoners was: Males, 853.82; females, 64.07. -

It is pointed out that while the number of male prisoners 
has, decreased only in relation to the population, the number 
of female prisoners has decreased absolutely, and to a very 
remarkable extent. This circumstance is the more interesting, 
as it closely corresponds with the many social reforms for women 
brought .about during the same period. These reforms, since 
women were enfranchised in 1893, have been largely con- 
cerned with the interests of the more handicapped class of 
women; and it is argued that it is impossible to avoid the 
conclusion that the better understanding of the needs of these 
women has been the main cause of the decrease of crime among 
them. ■ ----- . 6

The following reforms are cited as showing the tendency 
. of legislation in recent years to deal seriously and sympathetically. 
with the lives of this class of women :

In 1894 Parliament created a Compulsory Committee'of 
Arbitration, with power to make awards in trade disputes, 
including fixing of wages and hours of labour. This system 
is used for regulation of sweated industries as well as highly- 
organised trades. . Where there is no regular trade union, any 
five workers can join together to form one, and can register.
• Temperance reform, it is claimed, has been brought about 
by the women’s vote in New Zealand. Local option is pro- ' 
vided for in the Act of 1893. Any person three times convicted 

for drunkenness within nine months immediately preceding 
any coni lotion for drunkenness may be declared an habitual 
drunkard. In the whole of New Zealand only 841 arrests of 
women for drunkenness took place in 1911.
. In 1904 the Summary Separation Act was passed, by which . 
a legal separation can be obtained, quickly and with little expense 
the homes and earnings of working women being thus pro
tected from idle and vicious husbands. In the same year was 
also passed the Destitute Persons Act, which enables a magistrate 
to make an order on an employer to pay part of a man’s wages 
for his destitute wife or child.

The Family Homes Protection Act of 1895 secures homes, 
and prevents then sale for mortgage and debt. : Shop Acts and 
Factory Acts have also been passed, dealing carefully with 
women wage-earners. The Factory Acts .provide equal pay' 
for equal work for men and women, and ensure healthy con
ditions of work and a minimum wage of £1 fa. per week for 
women A factory is defined as any establishment where two 
or more persons work to produce articles intended for sale.
Edinburgh Town Council Votes for Woman Suffrage.

.Edinburgh Town Council on December 2 resolved, by twenty, 
nine votes to fourteen, to petition. Parliament in favour : of 
Women’s Suffrage. Councillor Crawford proposed, and Coun- 
U or Bruce Lindsey seconded the motion; other members of 

the Northern Men’s Federation supported it. An impressive 
point in the discussion was the fact that no opposition whatever 
to the principle of granting Votes to Women was put forward 

anyone. Those who opposed the motion-did so on the 
ground that as it was a political question it ought not ‘ in their 
opinion, to be dealt with by the Town Council.
Suffrage Convention at Washington, U.S.A.
"After an important convention of the National American ( 
Woman Suffrage Association in Washington, which lasted a 

week, was attended by leading Suffragists and sympathisers 
in large numbers, and dealt with many urgent phases of the 
womans movement. President Wilson received a woman suffrage 
deputation headed by Dr. Anna Shaw, president of the Asso- 
ciation. He preserved a non-committal attitude with regard 

to the question declaring that Congress was busy fulfilling 
pledges already given to voters..
Release and Pardon for Women Suffragists.

The following resolution was passed by the Fabian Society 
at a meeting on Friday, December 5, at the Memorial Hall, 
Farringdon -street, E.C.—

That this meeting of the Fabian Society calls attention to the 
differentiation in the treatment of women suffragists convicted 
of conspiracy and incitement, and that given to men guilty of 
similar offences. It points out, that whereas Sir Edward Carson 
has not been even arrested for unlawful training and drilling of 

: armed men, and open incitement to set the laws of the realm at 
defiance; that whereas Mr Lansbury, sent to prison for incite- 
merit to crime, was released after two days’ imprisonment tinder 
the Cat and Mouse Act, and has riot been re-arrested, whereas 
Mr. Larkin, sentenced for sedition, was released after a few days ; 
yet a vindicative policy of insisting on the full terra of punish- 
ment is being pursued towards suffragist prisoners. It points 
out that Mrs. Pankhurst after serving four successive periods 
of imprisonment, amounting to twenty-one days, hunger- 
striking all the time, was re-arrested before she set foot on 
English soil; that Mrs. Sanders, for no worse offence than being 
book-keeper of the W. S. P. U., was sentenced to fifteen months ‘ 
imprisonment, and has been released and re-arrested three times. 
The Fabian Society assures the Government that no clearer 
demonstration could be given of the dangers of differential 
treatment entailed on women by their present voteless condi- 
tion, and suggests the desirability of pursuing in their case 
the policy adopted towards Sir Edward Carson, Mr. Larkin, 
and Mr. Lansbury,and calls on the Government to pardon 
Mrs. Pankhurst and the other Suffragist prisoners convicted 
of conspiracy or incitement." ’
Mrs. Pankhurst Rearrested on Reaching England.

Mrs. Pankhurst was rearrested on December 4 on board 
the White Star liner M.dje>8tw on reaching Plymouth, after . 
her lecturing tour in the United States. A special tender, 
with the police officers on board, was waiting the arrival of 

‘ the liner. No one was allowed to approach until Mrs. Pank- 
hurst had been arrested and taken on. board the police tender. 
The delay caused serious annoyance and inconvenience to many 
passenger. Mrs. Pankhurst was landed at a quiet. spot and 
driven fifty miles to Exeter Prison, across Dartmoor in bitterly 
cold weather. She was released from Exeter Gaol at ten o’clock 
on Sunday night, and was removed to the Great Western Hotel. 
The hour was not too late to prevent the news reaching the 
meeting which was being held in the Empress Hall at Earl’s 
Court, and there it was received with the greatest excitement 
and enthusiasm.

A deputation waited on the Dean of Exeter on Saturday, 
and asked for the prayers of the Church to be offered for Mrs. 
Pankhurst. The Dean acceded to the request and at Cathedral 
service on Sunday it was announced, “ The prayers of the con- 
gregation are desired for Emmeline Pankhurst," and in the 
prayer for all conditions of men the words were added " especially 
her for whom our prayers are desired?’ Mrs. Pankhurst travelled 
to London on Dec. 8 and to Paris the following day.
Police and Suffragist’s Subscription.

At Bow-street Police-court Mr. Graham Campbell granted a 
woman a summons against the Commissioner of Police to show 
cause why he should not give up to her a sum of 15s. in his 
possession. The applicant said that when the police raided the 
headquarters of the Women’s Social and Political Union they 
took possession of all the money and documents they could find, 
including a postal order which she had just forwarded as a sub- 
scription.
No Vote, No Rent.

The Eist London Federation of the W.S.P.U. is working to 
bring about a “ No Rent ” strike for Votes-for Women in the 
near future On a certain day it will ba announced that no more 
rent will be paid until the Government agrees to give votes to 
women. As no arrears of rent will be paid after the strike is 

. over, landlords should at once demand Votes for Women before 
the strike begins.

support those advertisers who support us.

New Branch at Broxburn.

BY-ELECTIONS. 
SOUTH LANARKSHIRE.

Organiser :—Miss Ada BROUGHTON, 23, Waterside-street..
Strathaven.
Candidates - <' sc ' , Jk ■

Mr. W. WATSON (U.).
Mr. Geo. MORTON (R.).
Mr. T, GIBB (Lab.).

Electorate, 11.120.
Liberal Majority at last Election, 1,197.

Polling Day, Friday, December 12.
Duringthe past week our workers have had very trying 

experiences and they can testify that electioneering in a con
stituency like South Lanark is no child’s play. The division 
itself is sixty miles in length, while Carluke, the largest town 
within its boundaries, has less than 1,600 voters; the innu- 
movable towns and villages are not only scattered but almost 
inaccessible as railway communication is practically nil. Some 
idea of the time spent in travelling may be gained by the 
fact that it took our organisers over seven hours to go to and
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return from New Lanark, where they had a meeting; also to 
travel twelve miles took them four hours with three changes.

The weather, too, has been very trying ; continuous rain gave 
place to a snow blizzard and then to bitter hard frost. Despite 
the severe cold which prevailed on Saturday, the League held 
open-air meetings in Strathaven, Stonehouse and Lesmahagow, 
which were addressed by Miss Ada Broughton, Miss Johnston 
and Miss Shennan. Six indoor meetings were also held during 
the week. Miss Ada Broughton presided over a large audience 
on Monday at the Public Hall, Strathaven ; and Miss M. Shennan 
spoke on the bad social and industrial conditions of women; 
Miss Semple dealt with infantile mortality, also objections urged 
against woman suffrage. Though an opportunity was given to 
the audience to heckle the speakers no questions were forth- 
coming. This unanimity has characterised nearly all our 
meetings. . On Wednesday, in spite of the blizzard, an enthu- 
siastic and well -attended meeting was held in the Public Hall, 
Glassford ; Miss E. J. Read presided, and Miss Ada Broughton 
spoke on the political situation and the effects upon women 
workers of recent Liberal legislation. , At Auchenheath, a small 
mining village, an excellent meeting was held in the Schools on 
Thursday ; there was a good attendance. The organisers then 
walked two miles in the snow to the next village, where another 
successful meeting was held. On Friday, at the Public Hall, 
New Lanark, Miss Read presided, and Miss A. B. Jack and Miss 
Broughton addressed the audience, which gave all the speakers 
a very attentive hearing. On Saturday afternoon. Miss Read 
and Miss Jack visited Braidwood.

The women have come to the meetings in great numbers and 
have shown the keenest interest in woman suffrage.In previous 
elections it was not considered proper for women to attend 
political meetings, but in the present campaign one of the 
most remarkable and promising features is the ever-increasing 
attendance of the women at all the meetings held by the re
spective political parties and organizations. The Women’s 
Freedom League green, white and gold badges, or the little 
white “ Votes for Women" flag-brooches, are worn by many 
men and women in the districts we have visited. The organiser 
herewith gratefully acknowledges the following:—Miss Grant, 
Edinburgh, 2s. 6d. ; Miss Isa White, 5s. (returned railway fare); 
Miss Steven, Is. 8d. (returned railway fare).

it is a practical testimony to the good work done by Miss Ada 
Broughton,. organiser for the Scottish Council, that one result 
of the West Lothian by-election campaign, of which she was in 
charge, is the formation of a new Branch of the Women’s Freedom 
League at Broxburn. May it grow in numbers and vigour, .
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SHOULD ALL BE SLAVEYS ?
Last Easter at the Conference of the National Union 

of Teachers at Weston-super-Mare, a resolution was 
proposed which, if carried, would have committed that 
body to the principle of compulsory housewifery training 
for all girls in elementary schools. A brief resume of the 
origin and history of that resolution may prove inter- 
esting to readers of THE Vote, whether teachers or no.

It should first be understood that the majority of 
the members of the N.U.T. are women teachers. Super
impose upon that the fact that only about one-sixth 
of the Executive of the society are women. One 
obvious inference would be that those women, a minority 
of the Executive; and yet representing a majority of 
the membership, should make women’s and girl scholars’ 
interests their especial care—and such, no doubt, is 
their general desire and endeavour.

More than one way of ascertaining women’s opinions 
is open to them ; but the two most important are 
perhaps the resolutions sent in by local associations, 
and the speeches made at that meeting held in Confer- 
ence week, which is open to women members only.

The resolution which would theoretically have 
equipped every girl in the land with sufficient know
ledge to run a home efficiently was apparently (judging 
by the agenda) sponsored by the women members of the- 
Executive; Whether it was a new-born babe, or an 
infant brought out for an annual airing, the writer could 
not tell; but its reception at the women’s meeting was 
extremely interesting.

There it was treated as decidedly a matter for conten- 
tion. One speaker after another from the floor opposed 
it warmly ; two only spoke in its favour, and these, 
assuming that all was well with the principle of the 
resolution, gave details of the working of some scheme 
of their own. After such a welcome it might be assumed 
that the resolution would have been withdrawn until a 
much fuller consideration of the whole matter had taken 
place. Not so. At the last session of Conference, at a 
time when no discussion was possible by the general 
body of the members, men and women, the resolution 
was brought forward as if non-contentious ; and was 
only defeated by the same set of women as had opposed 
it on a previous evening standing in their places in 
opposition. Fifty such rising in their places, gave it 
the coup de grace at least for one year. But were they 
right, this fractious fifty odd ? It is important to 
consider this little question, of ancient history, because 
the same resolution will almost inevitably be submitted 
next year, possibly pass unfrustrated and undiscussed, 
and go forth to the Board of Education and the country 
as the considered opinion of English men and women 
teachers, mainly of the women.

All girls must learn housewifery. ~
Let it be granted first of all that it is highly desirable 

that a woman who manages a house should be skilled 
in housecraft. Few will dispute this. The next link 
in this chain of reasoning is, in the sapient minds of the 
representatives referred to before, that every girl in the 
elementary school should be trained as if her lot in 
life was to manage a home, and to become a mother, 
or else presumably to become a domestic servant of 
some kind. Two causes perhaps weighed with the 
women originating the resolution. The first is the 
alleged inefficient housekeeping of the British house
wife ; the second, the scarcity of that rapidly-diminish- 
ing natural genus, the maid-of-all-work. If the good 
ladies will study more the facts relevant to the first, 
and the legend attached to her less, they will see that 
the great feature connected with her inefficiency, often 
as a cause, is the smallness of the family income. Mrs. 
Pember Reeves, in her tract, " Family Life on £1 a Week," 
gives facts carefully collected and compared which might 
well give pause to the supporters of the Inefficient 
British Housewife myth. For example : " Mrs. D— 
fed her family—-her husband, herself, and five children 
—on 11 Jd. a head per week. All her children were 
living.”

A further extract may be quoted.. " The question 
of food values is much discussed in connection with 
ignorance and. extravagance on the part of the poor. 
It is possible, of course, that a shilling or elevenpence- 
farthing might be laid out to better advantage on a 
week’s food than is done in the foregoing budgets. 
But superior food generally means longer cooking— 
more utensils, more wholesome air and storage conveni- 
ences than can be commanded by these women. To take 
porridge as an instance. When well cooked for an hour 
and eaten with milk and sugar, most children would find 
it delicious and wholesome. But when the remainder 
of last night's pennyworth of gas is all that can be 
allowed for its cooking, when the pot is the same as 
that in which fish, or potatoes or meat are cooked, 
when it has to be eaten half raw ■without milk and 
With but a hint of sugar, the children loathe it. They 
eat bread and dripping with relish. No cooking is 
required there, for which the weary, harassed mother 
is only too thankful—so they almost live on bread and 
dripping. . . ."

“ This (having the chief meal on return of father) 
may mean that the children’s- chief meal takes place, 
then, in order to economise coal or gas and make one 
cooking do. This is not because the mother is lazy 
and indifferent to her • children’s well-being., it is 
because she has but one pair of hands and but one over- 
burdened brain. She can just get through her day if 
she does everything she has to do inefficiently. Give 
her six children, and between the bearing of them and 
the rearing of them she has little extra vitality left for 
scientific cooking, even if she could afford the necessary 
time and appliances. ... .

“ The children of the poor suffer from want of light, 
want of air, want of warmth, want of sufficient and 
proper food, and want of clothes, because the wage of 
their fathers is not enough to pay for these necessa/ries. 
They also suffer from want of cleanliness, want of 
attention to health, want of peace and quiet, beckuse 
the strength of their mothers is not enough to provide 
these necessary conditions. It is easy to say that the 
mothers manage badly. If they economise in rent the 
children die. If they economise in food the children 
may live, but in a weakened state. There is nothing 
else that they can economise in. . .

The dearth of general servants is so great a problem 
that it is suggested as a solution that all girls should be 
trained to domestic life. One hears also of a dearth of 
curates, but of no suggestion that all boys should be 
trained for the clergy. The right thing to do, of course, 
is to ascertain why girls fight sky of such a life, and 
then seek to. remove the causes. It is surely evident 
that, if out of fifty girls the proportion desiring to be 
domestic treasures is nil, the same percentage will be 
obtained out of 50,000. Possibly this struggle for the 
supply of a sort of enforced domestic labour is the last 
desperate effort of the isolated and would-be insulated 
small homes. More and more the work of the home is 
being undertaken by services outside it. The jam and 
pickle-makers, the laundries, the vacuum cleaners, 
the restaurants' and suppliers of cooked meals, the 
upholsterers, the window-cleaners, and a hundred 
others are altering its status day by day, and probably, 
no corvee of the Maudes and Dorothies of the elementary 
schools will repulse the tide.

The last argument to be urged is the most vital. 
If from the meagre education of the girl destined to 
leave school at fourteen, we subtract, ruthlessly, the 
last six months for that course of household training 
desiderated by the thoughtful ladies of the N.U.T. 
Executive, how mercilessly we stunt her mental develop
ment! it is the most fructifying of all the time the 
elementary girl spends in school, arid in it, said one of 
the opposers at Weston-super-Mare, " we want to fill 
the girls’ minds with sweet and beautiful thoughts.” 
Not only that, but the girl’s intelligence should be 
stimulated, because all sensible women teachers know 

that the fate of the majority is to be pushed out upon 
the labour market. The nice conduct of a home is 
usually not for them. That may arrive after a few 
years in factory, office or mill; places where quickness 
and intelligence will benefit a girl far more than a 
knowledge of the relative merits of steak and cheese 
as foodstuffs or the most fastidious ways of dusting. 
In fact, to crib from her last year at school her last six 
months or so, is to place the girl beginner at a relatively 
much greater disadvantage than she is already, when 
compared with the boy beginner. She is already 
discriminated against, because the presumption runs 
that the boy of fourteen has a family to keep. Shall 
she be further depressed because her arithmetic, spelling 
and general knowledge have begun to get rusty ere 
she leaves ?

Setting aside the domestic service aspect of the 
question, it is unfortunately true that to prepare girls 
for the marriage market is to prepare them for the one 
field where labour is sweated to the extent of being 
underpaid, and where there are already, to put the 
matter bluntly, too many Richmonds in the field. 
The proposal ignores the surplus of women, for whom 
marriage is a mathematical impossibility. Perhaps 
in teaching mothercraft at an immature age, and thus 
awakening instincts of which the present construction 
of society forbids the fulfilment in many cases, it is also 
needlessly cruel.

Of course, there are many valid arguments for the 
teaching of housewifery to a selected section of the girls. 
If only we knew which ones were going to be the managers 
and controllers of homes,the problem would be infinitely 
simplified. If parents could be induced to state which 
of their girls they could willingly spare for early emigra
tion (carefully supervised, of course) and these could be 
trained for the career of marriage and then given a good 
start in the Colonies it might be well for them and also 
for those who remained.

The whole question is a vast one and should not be 
settled in any sense until it has been thoroughly dis
cussed. It remains for members of the Nation al Union 
of Teachers, men as well as women, to see that the 
question is not dealt with in the hurried, hole-and- 
corner way in which a certain section tried to rush 
it through last year: The Associations soon begin, con
sidering resolutions for next year’s Conference. Possibly 
some teachers might be able to ensure discussion, of the 
matter locally by proposing resolutions deprecating the 
compulsory training in housewifery in view of the 
economic status of the domesticated woman of to-day, 
or for any other reason which makes its appeal to them 
personally. H. NORMANTON (B.A. Lond.).

WOMEN’S HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN.
The Bishop of Kensington dedicated a ward for 

in-patients, at the Women’s Hospital for Children in 
the Harrow-road, on December 5. The hospital is 
staffed by medical women and managed by a woman’s 
committee. None of the children’s hospitals in London 
admit women doctors to the residential or staff appoint- 
ments, so in 1912 this hospital was started as an out- 
patient department, its object being to provide medical 
treatment for children in the neighbourhood, and also 
to give medical women the chance of studying chil
dren’s diseases. The work has been most successful, 
the attendance of patients varying from 50 to 100 per 
day. The ward opened last Friday provides beds for 
seven children, but the committee hope that this small 
beginning will soon be extended. Each bed already 
contained a tiny occupant, and the ward was as bright 
and cheerful as fresh paint and loving care could 
make it. I

Mrs. 1 Oscar Warburgh, who presided at the opening 
ceremony, told of the rapid increase of the work. 
Since the start was made in 1912 the original room 
had been added to three times, and the work was 
still cramped for space. Mrs. Streatfield spoke of her
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work as a Government official in the neighbourhood, 
and emphasised the need for such a hospital. She 
said how greatly the parents had appreciated’the fact 
that the hospital was run and staffed by women. Even 
the Society for the Study’of Children’s Diseases ex
cluded women doctors. This hospital represented a 
new step in the women’s movement—a step about 
which there could be no two views, nor could it arouse 
any contentious feelings. While in other London 
hospitals nurses worked fourteen or fifteen hours a 
day, in the Women’s Hospital for Children, they would 
only work nine hours. The funds were coming in 
satisfactorily, the working men by their unions alone ■ 
had organised a collection which brought in £45. Dr. 
Roberts appealed for help for the hospital and books 
and toys for the children.

The Bishop of Kensington said it seemed impossible 
to conceive that prejudice had ever stood in the way 
of women training as doctors, but he was glad that 
this prejudice, like many others, had given way to 
reason. He declared that the part of the woman’s 
movement which appealed most strongly to him was 
that which fitted women to take their place in the 
work of the world. He looked-forward to the day 
when all over the country hospitals, staffed and directed 
by women., would exist.

The hospital was formally declared open by Mrs. 
Ayrtoun, who expressed the hope of all that the one 
ward would speedily be followed by others. They 
wished all Success to this new development of women’s 
work, and heartily congratulated the ■ committee and 
staff on the excellent results they had already accom-
plished.

I
E. G. M.
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THE VOTE: AN APPEAL.
Dear Readers,—Again I wish to thank all who are 

responding to my appeal for £100 for the enlargement 
of THE Vote, and to say how deeply I appreciate their 
help. We have not yet attained our goal, and I want 
to be Sure of success by the end of the year. Every gift 
-—large or small—brings it nearer, and I appeal again to 
all readers to do what they can so that we may go 
forward with confidence in the New Year.

I need only repeat briefly the reasons for the appeal: 
the importance of our paper in the work of the League 
and the demand of advertisers for space in it. During 
the coming holiday weeks more Space, in the ordinary 
course of business, will be available for reading matter. 
This will enable us to husband our resources in readiness 
for subsequent demands.

I renew my appeal for Vote sellers in all parts of 
the country. I hear with great pleasure of the success 

. attained by sellers in various places, and am convinced 
that their good example will encourage others. A 
definite promise of a stated time each week is what 

.we desire, so that the work may be well organised. 
Our circulation must go up ; it is you who can help.— 
Yours sincerely, . C. DESPARD.

Already acknowledged
Mrs. Hartley Withers . . . . . . . .
Mrs. Despard (Nine Elms Jumble Sale—additional) 
Miss A. Hight . .. .. .. . ,
Miss M. A. L. Grant
Miss Ada Mitchell .. .. .. ..

0- 
0
0

ORGANISED WHITE SLAVERY.
An interesting address on "The Truth about the White 

Slave Traffic" was given at the offices of the Women’s Freedom 
League on December 2, by Mr. E. B. Lloyd, who has made a 
special study of the subject. Miss Eunice Murray, who presided, 
said the matter was forced on the attention of women in every 
part of the world, and their conviction of its urgency was one 
reason why women were so determined to win the vote.

Mr. Lloyd, quoting Bebel’s definition of prostitution as 
" the sphinx riddle of civilisation," said the problem was old as 
history. The traffic in unwilling enforced victims had existed 
in the Middle Ages, but it was infinitely more complex and 
difficult now as it had become organised. We had to deal with 
a commercialised prostitution, where the .guiltiest, most re- 
sponsible men were not those few degraded creatures who ren- 
dered themselves liable to imprisonment and flogging, but the 
capitalists, the men . who lived comfortably apart from the 
horrible business, and drew the profits; and with those others 
directly responsible, the liquor traders, whose business was in- 
extricably bound up with the social evil, and the employers of 
sweated workers.,

The proportion of girls who .were dragged by force, or drugged, 
or kidnapped by motor-cars into a life of prostitution was com- 
paratively small. There was no need for such crude methods. 
The supply was very nearly equal to the demand. In New 
York he believed it was equal to the demand. Many well- 
intentioned people denied that girls were starved into prostitu- 
tion. Nevertheless, it was practically true, for human nature 
demanded a certain amount of pleasure and relaxation, and 
very often it was only by selling herself that a girl could find 
any relief from the greyest, dreariest life of incessant toil.It 
was the callous selfishness of our social system that was to blame, 
and all who lived contentedly without an effort to improve such 
conditions shared the responsibility of the ruined lives. It 
was impossible, for women to tolerate such conditions ; all 
women were degraded by the degradation of their sisters 
the world had tolerated the degradation for 6,000 years, but a 
world in whose government women had a share would not 
tolerate it for sixty years.

There was a very large attendance, and many of the audience 
took part in the interesting discussion which followed.

E. ISITT.
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THE “ PROTECTED ” . SEX.
Painful contrasts.

' Elizabeth Filbee (21), waitress, charged at Westminster 
Police-court with the murder of her newly -born infant. No 
mention of the father.

Helen Grubb, of Aberdeen, a young girl, charged with ‘con- 
cealment of pregnancy ” (a charge peculiar to Scotland). • Child t 
born, which only lived a few minutes, the body having then 
been dropped into the river. Four months.

Contrast: William Downie, Scots Guards, indecent assault, 
on girl of eight, at Croydon. The offence took place at a wed- 
ding where Downie was a guest. The child was seriously 
injured. Three months.—{Oroydan Advertiser,Nov. 22.) .
Criminal Courts.

Before Mr. Justice Lawrence, at the Old Bailey, Clara Ford- 
ham, charged with throwing corrosive fluid on Emily Rattallack, ♦ 
the motive being jealousy. Rattallack not very seriously 
injured. The judge " could not give less” than Three years' 
penal servitude.

Contrast: ■ Jolin Jamieson, same court, throwing corrosive . 
fluid over his wife, apparently with little provocation. Eighteen 
months.

William Cron, same court, criminal offence on his own daughter. 
Twelve months.

Before Sheriff Craigie and a jury. Judiciary -buildings, Glasgow, 
Powell Stone, an alien, indecent assault on girt of eleven. August 
2, 19 12. Twelve months and deportation.
Immoral Earnings.

Helen Sherry, charged before Baillies Mason and Cairns at the 
Southern Police-court, Glasgow, with having managed a house 
for immoral purposes. Two months.

Same court, same magistrates : Bernard and Ann Kennedy 
charged with keeping and managing a house of ill-fame. Two 
months each.

J. N. Stidson and his wife, charged at Marylebone with assist- 
ing in the management of a house of ill-fame. Mr. Paul Taylor - 
sentenced the woman to Fine of £10 or Two months, and the ’ 
man to £3 3s. costs.

At Bow-street, Madge West, Jean Petros, and Marcel Se- 
journey, were charged with keeping and assisting in a disorderly 
house in Craven-street. Man and chambermaid discharged. 

Mrs. West sentenced to Fine of £10 and 3 guineas costs.
(It is almost impossible to enter into the frameof mind which, - 

having found man or woman guilty on such a charge, should 
think a fine a proper penalty I)
Disgraceful Conduct.

William Northcote, of Muswell-hill, charged at Clerkenwell 
with insulting behaviour to girls at Islington-green. P.C. 
Johnson, having had a complaint, watched and saw him go up 
to two girls and lead one away by the arm. The girl, aged 17, 
said he made suggestions to her to come with him to a music- 
hall, and offered her rings and money if she would, come to an/ 
empty house in Finsbury-park. Fined £2. (Women get six 
months for soliciting.)

“ A man with staring eyes " is said to have caused terror to 
the women living near Nuneaton by. jumping out on them from 
dark places and assaulting them. One woman was found in a 
semi-conscious condition with three wounds in her head, and a 
young girl has been recently found stabbed. The man has not 
been captured.—Reynolds’s, November 16.

John Smith, dock labourer, sentenced by Mr. Clarke Hall, at . 
Thames Police-court for assaulting his wife. Smith : “ Women 
are like donkeys ; they want a good ash stick." Mr. Clarke 
Hall (making a surprising discovery) : " Your wife is not your 
slave." Fourteen days.

Mrs. Ackroyd, well known for her long service in local govern- 
ment at Croydon, brought a very practical subject before our 
Wednesday gathering on December 3. The aim of her interest- 
ing address was to insist on the need for more women in local 1 
government, for it has been well demonstrated that there is much 
work to be done which only women can do satisfactorily. Men it 
are recognising this fact, and the women on Councils know 
that their presence helps women inspectors and others who " 
have to report to the Councils. Mrs. Ackroyd entered a strong 
protest against men inspectors in private houses. Dealings 
with such important questions as schools and the feeding of ‘ 
school children, public health, factory inspection, housing, the 
adulteration of food, places of recreation, all of which come . 
before Councils, she showed how necessary it was to have 1 
woman’s direct influence by her presence and work. To the ' 
difficulty of finding women possessing the required qualifications 1 
must be added, said Mrs. Ackroyd, the still greater difficulty of 
getting such women elected owing to many vested interests 3 ■ 
which men control. An appeal was made, however, for women 1 
to prepare for this important service to the State, undaunted by 
the difficulties which exist. Miss Murray spoke on the work 
of the South Lanarkshire by-election, and on various historical 
interests concerned with Scotland. Miss Boyle presided and 
said she would like to have " a heart to heart talk " with Lord 
Robert Cecil about his advice to women suffragists which he 
declared could not be offered to men.
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making match-boxes at 2d. for twelve dozen ; a third 
earned but a few shillings a week, working all day and 
every day, at Bible-folding.

" How do they manage to live ? ” asked Mrs. Alexis 
Locke.
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stalls of Messrs. W. H. Smith and Son.
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THE DEADLOCK—AND AFTER.
In all the great controversies the world has ever 

known there have been moments of apparent deadlock. 
That does not mean that the resources on either side are 
exhausted, for they may even be greater than at any 
previous moment in the history of the struggle. Nor 
does it signify any failure of energy or determination on 
the part of the combatants. It means simply that, 
on this side and on that, the natural limit of resistance 
has been reached, and that to go further would be to 
outrage what, in spite of anything that may seem to 
deny it, is really deep-seated in the heart of humanity.

Face to face the combatants stand. There is no lack 
of power, no falling back in resolution. The blow struck 
on one side will be returned with interest by the other. 
More blows will follow, and the battle will wax hotter 
and hotter. But what, after all, is the issue to be ? 
The complete exhaustion and consequent submission 
of one side, we may be told. - “Yes,” we answer, “ that 
has been heard of in the world’s history." But the 
sequel of such miserable victory has been worse than 
defeat, for the defeated, smarting from a sense of wrong 
—and all conquest by mere physical force implies a 
wrong—lie low until they can again gather themselves 
together, and then, with greater virulence than ever, 
the combat will be resumed. _ - ) .

In contests between classes, between industry and 
capital, between rival religious and rival political 
faiths, such moments have been. To the minds of the 
wise on both sides these considerations have come. 
They see as in a dark dream the awful results of con
tinuous conflict. Like one of old time they pause and 
say : " Shall I do this great wickedness and sin against 
God ?”_ . _ ".

It is well for a nation when, at such moments of crisis, 
the voice of the wise is heard, and the counsels of the 
wise are followed. . Especially now.

No one can look out upon our national history without 
feeling that, socially and industrially, we are in the throes 
of a crisis, long worked up to, but precipitated by the 
folly and blindness of those who assume to be able to 
lead us—a crisis which, if not promptly and wisely 
dealt with, willplunge the nation into disaster. Ulster, 
Dublin, Trade Unionism, the rank and file of the great 
industrial army in workshops and factories, on railways, 
in mines, and on ships, in the Post Office and Civil 
Service—men and women—are all in a state of seething 
unrest, and the Government, fearing Trade Unionism 
on the one hand and a rival political party on the other, 
possibly foreseeing dimly what the dire result of in- 
difference will be, are seeking some common ground of 
understanding. Conferences are the order of the day. 
Mr. Asquith, while forbidding the importation of arms 
to Ulster, speaks Sir Edward Carson fair. Let repre- 
sentatives of both sides confer together. They may 
perhaps find that the difficulties are not so great, the 
divergences are not so wide as they imagine. In

Dublin a conference was held between British Trade 
Unionists and the Dublin employers, even though it 
ended in apparent failure ; a conference with the railway 
workers ended in success. Before the Parliament Act 
was passed the two political parties conferred, and 
extreme measures were not taken until it became 
evident that no agreement could be reached.

There is another and still more deadly battle raging. 
Men and women stand face to face in opposite camps. 
The combat is not of to-day. It has been going on for 
many years. If it is allowed to continue, if it grows into 
a sex-war, the results for the nation will be disastrous. 
Of this many are becoming keenly aware. Some of the 
results are already being felt. We referred in our last 
issue to the contempt of the law which is engendered 
by its unjust administration. That is bad for the 
nation. But still worse results will follow if the Govern
ment and those who are responsible for the administra
tion of justice continue to pursue their present policy.

What is to be done ? Surely a brain so clever as that 
of the Prime Minister might be able to devise an answer. - 
To some of us it would seem that the answer is easy to 
find. J __

Mr. Asquith has met the leaders of the Women’s 
Suffrage movement on deputation. Let him arrange 
such a Conference as, it appears, he and his colleagues 
are planning for Ulster. Let both sides in the con- 
troversy be fully and fairly represented ; let them com© 
to some common ground of understanding, and let the 
Government undertake such direct action as will at 
least prove that they are straightforward in their 
desire to bring about peace between the combatants. 
In the meantime, and pending the decision of the 
Conference, let all hostilities cease ; let there be what 
the Bishop of Winchester has called " A truce of God.”

Surely the moment for such an opportunity has come • ■ 
The authorities are at a deadlock. Do what they will, 
they cannot keep their prisoners. The barbarity of 
forcible feeding has been condemned by all the civilised 
world. The practical working out of the Cat and 
Mouse Bill has been that while some unlicensed prisoners 
are moving about the country, speaking in public, 
and generally defying the law that has sentenced them, 
others are forcibly seized and held. A writer in The 
Nation asks what explanation can be offered of the. 
treatment meted out to Mrs. Pankhurst, who, her license 
having expired. Was allowed to go about undisturbed, 
and even to speak at public meetings ; who, without 
licence from the Government, left these shores, as 
George Lansbury did the other day, and who has now 
once more been committed to prison. Sir Walter 
Runciman, speaking of the unconditional release of Mr. 
Larkin, said that he was more dangerous inside the . 
prison than outside. That is always the case where 
caprice and hysteria govern in place of justice and 
equality; and it may be that the present Government 
will find imprisoned . women and workers the most 
dangerous of their foes.

Mr. Lloyd (George has said that there is no other 
way, " unless we are to abandon the law altogether.”

We maintain that the law has already been abandoned, 
and that the only way to reinstate it in the eyes of the 
people of the country is to atone, so far as is possible 
now for the injustice that has been done, by releasing 
all political prisoners—men as well as 'Women—and 
starting out on another method.

We demand a general amnesty, a cessation of hostili- 
ties on both sides. This, as the Bishop of Winchester 
has said,'could easily be arranged, if, recognising the 
purity of the women’s motives and the reality of their 
age-long suffering, the men who are responsible for 
the deplorable form the agitation has taken would, even 
at the eleventh hour, give us fair play. ‘

Do they desire peace ? Would they have the deadlock 
brought to an end ? It can be done. 1 An amnesty first, 
a truce of God, and with it the coming together in 
conference of those fully qualified by experience and 
judgment to deal with the question.

We believe that, whether immediately successful or

not, the very effort would do good. The men, who are 
our opponents, Would be brought to see the depth and 
enduring quality of the Woman’s Movement toward 
release and liberty; those who have merely been sym
pathetic would be stimulated to action, and if it were 
necessary again to resort to militancy, the Government 
would not repeat its initial and most deplorable mistake ; 
it would not confound political offenders with criminals.

C. Despard.

THE ROSE AND THE THORN.
Mrs. Alexis Locke was reputedly intelligent and 

politically docile. She wrote articles for the newspapers 
and stories for the magazines; she was a member 
of the Women’s Liberal Association, the friend of 
Ministers, and the wife of an M.P. Men talked to her—• 
so she said—as if she were a man, and what greater 
compliment could be paid to a woman whose supreme 
desire was to be womanly ? And people, when dis
cussing the vote in connection with the status of woman, 
would say : “ Look at Mrs. Alexis Locke ! What better 
position would the vote give her than the position 
she already holds ?" Men liked her because she was 
logical, Because she saw so clearly that women should 
take no part in politics; and was always ready to speak 
at ejection time; and the women of her set admired 
her because she stood up, clever woman as she was, 
for the home. She had quite an army of servants to 
keep it in order, including several men, one with a 
powdered head; and as for her children, though they 
rarely saw their mother, owing to the time and attention 
she was obliged to give to literary duties and social 
duties and the non-political duties which are the work 
of the Women’s Liberal Federation, they were most 
.carefully brought up by people hired to attend to 
them.

Now all of a sudden one of the children grew up, and 
it was a daughter who did this, emerging, almost without 
warning, from short frocks and the school-room into 
tight frocks and the drawing-room. It was very incon- 
venient, because; of course, she would expect to be 
taken about, and Mrs. Alexis Locke, who talked much 
of the dependence of women, and liked nothing so much 
as to be on her own, felt that if only Pomona had been 
a boy, like the next eldest, she would have been more 
considerate and remained longer in the state typified 
by Eton jackets. Nevertheless, having braced herself 
to the task of taking Pomona out and marrying her off, 
Mrs. Alexis Locke, logical as always, was extremely 
annoyed when Pomona announced that she desired 
neither to be taken out nor to be married oS. She 
was more than annoyed when Pomona stated that 
what she wished to work for was not a husband, but 
a vote. A vote ? How unmaidenlyt Whereas the 
pursuit of a husband was virginal. But Pomona stuck 
to the vote; and, at the stage which Mrs. Alexis Locke 
described as budding womanhood, showed little of the 
softness of a bud, but revealed herself rather as a thorn 
in the side of the mature cabbage rose, her mother. 
In the end Pomona had to be allowed to go her own way, 
and for some few years she went it. Then Mrs. Alexis 
Locke made an appeal to her. Her younger daughter 
—who was a real bud—had been duly presented as a 
buttonhole to an unimpeachable, parti, and Mrs. Alexis 
Locke, having grown accustomed to a companion, 
found it dull to be daughterless.

" You might come with me sometimes, Pomona.”
- “ 1 will, if you will come with me once.”

So Mrs. Alexis Locke said she would, and rose 
thom set out together.

* * * * *
There were gaunt women in room alter room, 

was making blouses at tenpence a dozen.; another

“ They don’t live; they hang on to life,” said 
Pomona.

There was a workhouse with miserable unmothered 
babies.

“ Shameful! " said Mrs. Alexis Locke. " But now— 
the recommendations of the Minority Report------”

“ Thirty years before this last Poor Law Report, 
there was a recommendation to have the arrangements 
altered,” remarked Pomona.

There was a house in a dingy street, with close-drawn 
curtains. “ In that house,” said Pomona, " girls like 
me, only much younger, girls like Phyllis and Dorothy, 
are provided for the men who choose to pay for them.”

“ Disgusting 1 But the law-—raids——1 And is it 
quite—quite nice, Pomona, to—— "

" The laws are made by the sex that buys, not by the 
sex that is sold. No, it’s not-nice to know of it; it’s 
hideous—especially when the knowledge is gained in 
there."

There was a hospital with wards for diseased women, 
and wards for mangled children.

" Oh ! ” cried Mrs. Alexis Locke, " terrible, terrible! 
But there was a dinner given the other night to provide 
funds for this very thing. You cannot say----- "

“ I say only that to persist in evil, and then to ask 
women to pay to stop the consequences of the evil, 
is amongst the most cynical of the insults to which the 
Voters have subjected the Voteless.”

" Now," said Pomona, as they turned homewards, 
“I will keep my part of the bargain, if you hold me 
to it« I will go with you to the Minister’s party, where 
none of these things that we have seen will be mentioned, 
instead of to the Carton Hall, where they will all be 
mentioned. I will go with you and listen to Liberalism 
instead of taking part in discussing how most surely 
to acquire the power to put an end to licence.”

Mrs. Alexis Locke did not answer. She had not, of 
course, changed her views, because she was logical; 
but just for the moment her eyes were misty ; just 
for the moment her throat was lumpy ; just for a 
moment the Thorn had pierced to the heart of the Rose.

G. COLMORE.

A SIGNIFICANT STEP FORWARD. 
THE CLERGY PROTEST AGAINST FORCIBLE 

FEEDING.
Very deeply significant was the great meeting held 

at the Queen’s Hall on Friday evening last.
Crowded gatherings at the Queen’s Hall are not 

new to us. We have known them well in the past, 
when leaders of one or the other suffrage societies 
and their immediate friends and followers have thronged 
the platform and occupied the orchestral seats; also 
we know them when Sir Henry Wood is leading his 
followers with his magic wand. But this was something 
very different—one by one in solemn single file, headed 
by the intrepid Bishop of Kensington, came in some
where near 150 clergy and took the place of the orchestra, 
all of them there to protest in deliberate open fashion 
against the torture of suffragists in prisons by forcible 
feeding. ' ’ ’ .

The vast audience rose and cheered, long and lustily,, 
this black-coated procession, but a deep hush fell as 
the Bishop, very briefly, prayed for that “ right judg
ment in all things " that surely was never more needed 
than in the present crisis.

That these clergy, and the 650 who support the 
Bishop of Kensington in his protest, have thus come 
forward is profoundly significant for our movement.

We have had friends, staunch and true, among the 
ministers of all. denominations for some time, but that 
a large body of any Church, and the Anglican Church 
in particular, should now take the lead and call together 
a fresh meeting of protest against an action of the 
Government, is indeed a step forward.

A step forward for us, and, in all earnestness, I would 
add, a step forward for the Church.

Not too soon. By many a long year of waiting, 
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and many a long year of service, not too soon has the 
Church of England now stretched out an arm to relieve 
this suffering, to help, maybe, to right, a great wrong.

It is none too easy for a great organisation like the 
Church, long established, and more or less tied and 
bound by conventions, to break away from tradition, 
to clear her vision and recognise in the uprising of the 
submissive sex—as truly the Church has always found 
women to be—the dawning of a spiritual day for which 
she has herself prayed.

Letters of sympathy with the meeting were read from 
the Bishops of Winchester, Glasgow, Guildford, from 
Canon Scott Holland and the Dean of Lincoln; and 
one from the Bishop of London evoked an outburst 
of disapproval. He wrote that he “ could not be present 
because he could not isolate one feature of the lamentable 
state of things now existing from all the facts which 
have to be taken into consideration.”

Perhaps had he attended that meeting he would 
have been enabled to do so, and to have advanced 
to the conclusion that torturing prisoners should not 
be a practice of the Government in a so-called Christian 
country.

All honour to such men as the Bishop of Kensington, 
who dare to take the initiative and stand up tor justice 
when the law will have none of it.

He has done his Church—the Church Militcmt—a 
great service.

The meeting was not a suffrage meeting—ostensibly-. 
It would be quite possible for an anti-suffragist to 
protest against forcible feeding, but it is doubtful if they 
do, and if we may judge by the feeling of the meeting 
and the enthusiasm of the work of the clerical gentle
men on the platform, it would appear that they held 
very sound views on the main question, besides regarding 
this method of torture with detestation. If any present 
held the Government view that this was a safe and 
humane manner of prolonging a person’s life in prison 
it would certainly have been dispelled by Sir Victor 
Horsley and Dr. Mansell Moullin— our two very good 
friends—who explained the diabolical process and its 
disastrous consequences.

The Bishop, in a speech of great earnestness, drew 
an interesting parallel between the strong man with 
a stick and his patient beast (Balaam and his ass) and 
the Government and the suffragists. To the patient 
beast of burden—truly has the woman in the past 
deserved this description—was granted the vision of 
the Angel with the drawn sword, the sword that would 
have killed her master. She crushed his foot and saved 
his life, and he, with blinded eyes, would have killed 
her for the service.

Finally he too, saw the vision, the Angel with the 
sword right in his path ! Can we, dare we, hope for such 
a miracle in the case of our Balaams—McKenna and 
Asquith ?
| Canon Simpson, of St. Paul’s, reconciled us again to

Special Offer to Suffragettes.
TORIC LENSES.

MB. MCCLEAN earnestly desires readers of this paper 
to avail themselves of a very special offer he is making.

To those already wearing glasses, or otherwise, lie will supply 
the Beautiful Torio Lenses at the following prices—viz., 7s. 6d. 
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will be obvious to all. To those not fully acquainted with all 
the advantages of Toric Lonses we shall be pleased to further 
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You cannot got the full benefit of your proscription unless it
I is carried out in Toric form.
I The above offer is made, firstly, to introduce ourselves, and, . 
secondly, to introduce the advantages of Toric Lenses.
A. E McCLEAN, Ophthalmic Optician,

37, ALDWYCH, W.C. ( Under the Waldorf Hotel}.

the name of “ St. Paul’s‘‘—the gloomy Dean has been 
getting on our nerves !—but this witty Canon, who 
would fain talk temperately, even though he thought 
fanatically, showed full appreciation of the social 
transformation that is being ushered in by the Woman’s 
Movement.

So also did the other speakers-—men to whom the 
vision has been granted. .

There is another significant thing attendant on this 
great protest meeting, and that is the silence of the 
Press. With but very few exceptions—and those mostly 
of a misleading character—the Press has boycotted, 
this meeting in the same way that it has for long boy- 
cotted our great women’s meetings.

That a dignitary of the Church and a great number 
of the clergy can call together so important a meeting 
on so important a subject, and be almost ignored by the 
daily papers, is a fact that may well cause us to pause 
and consider its significance. We—the public—are 
only to be told what the men who hold the purse- 
strings—and the Press—consider it is good for us to 
know !

. Liberty—Truth—Justice ! Where on earth are they ? 
Not in this land that for so long has boasted an almost 
exclusive claim to their presence !

In truth they never have been here for the great 
mass of the people.

Now we know it! That is one step in the right, 
direction. ' Mary Maud.

WHERE WOMEN VOTE.
We are glad to receive excellent news from our good 

friend Mrs. Snow, who has already crossed America 
on her journey round the world. It goes without saying 
that, as an ardent suffragist, she is travelling with 
“ seeing eyes,” and the news she sends is of special 
interest. In New York she found a picturesque selection 
of adjectives being applied to women. It was recognised 
that the British militant women, in their revolt, had 
aroused the world, and as a result, the frail, feeble, 
and fragile woman was becoming fiery, flamboyant, 
and flagellant. (We need not quarrel with the adjectives ; 
they are used by a man who recognises that the British 
Government has goaded the women to militancy, 
and that in their struggle for justice the clinging, craven, 
cowardly women are being transformed out of existence. 
Another item of interesting news is that, in crossing 
the Continent from the Atlantic to the Pacific Oceans. 
Mrs. Snow found that in the State of Kansas, where 
women vote, no alcohol was allowed to be served on 
the train. The enfranchisement of the Kansas women 
has led to drastic legislation with regard to drinking 
saloons. We shall welcome Mrs. Snow on heir return in 
the spring, and appeal to all our readers to prepare 
for her a special gratification which she will deeply appre
ciate : a flourishing merchandise department. Come 
and see how it can supply your needs.

Have you had a copy of 
Achille Serre’s latest book, 
“Winter Toilettes”?

We have sent a copy of this handsome little
(apes book to all those ladies whom we know to be 

m 2 interested in faultless dress, because it gives 
- ... many useful hints on keeping clothes fresh and 
,4 alsi) dainty. It explains how we execute all cleaning

orders in Four Days—returning them spotless 
“anes and “refinished” like new—and gives specimen 
weelt’ear prices of our charges for Cleaning and Dyeing.

If you have not had a copy, please let us know, 
Arege" and we will see that one is sent to you by return 

wedi of post.

Achille Serrex
HACKNEY WICK, LONDON.

, Hlo charge is made for collection and delivery of goods from our 
Branches and Agents. We pay carriage one way on Orders 

sent direct. ' ′) •
112 Branches and Agents Everyfifihere.

“VICE ITS OWN REWARD."
Some time ago, at a private conference connected 

with the " social evil,” speaking as a Poor Law Guardian, 
I gave as one reason for the need of women on Boards 
of Guardians, that men were not so likely to see the , 
difference between the ordinary prostitute and the 
unmarried mother. For this statement, which I then 
believed to be true, I was accused by a Liberal gentle- 
man present of libelling men Guardians. My own 
Board was informed by him of my remark, and he 
was requested to attend a special committee called 
to consider the matter. In making his complaint he 
expressed himself prepared, like a new St. George, 
to travel through the country in order to protect all 
men Guardians against my attacks. A great deal of 
discussion ensued as to what I had said, and what 
I meant to say, which ended by a resolution being ' 
passed to the effect that it did not appear I had intended 
to attack the honour of male Guardians, and at the 
same time thanking the gentleman for the trouble 
lie had taken to defend them ; to which I added my 
own personal thanks to him for helping to clear the 
ground, and showing more clearly the difference there 
is between the common prostitute and the mother 
of illegitimate children.

I confess I was a little startled when in last week’s 
number of The Vote I read, under the heading “Vice 
its Own Reward," that the only benefit paid to insured 
women in the ‘workhouses is the “ maternity benefit" 
paid to mothers of illegitimate children—“ in one 
case to mark the State’s approval of a third bastard. 
The workhouse infirmaries throughout the country 
are full of insured maidservants suffering from various 
ills the flesh is heir to, but nothing has been paid to 
them ; they are the ninety and nine just persons. 
The sinner, whether repentant or not, receives the 
blessing of Mr. Lloyd George and the thirty pieces 
of silver.’’

This statement is quite inaccurate, as I show in the 
subjoined statement. The Insurance Act has nothing 
to do with the morals of the insured person. If an 
insured woman, married or single, has a child born 
in a workhouse infirmary, she will receive the 30s. 
maternity benefit. If an insured servant is ill in an 
infirmary, she will receive her benefit either in the 
way of payment to dependents whilst she is there, 
or to herself when she goes out. Insurance benefits 
are also paid to Women whose illnesses have been 
caused by the necessity of increasing their ordinary 
wages, in order to live, by prostitution. As the secretary 
of a workhouse Girls’ Aid Committee, I know how 
impossible it is for a girl ever to live an honest life 
and support two or three illegitimate children. No 
home will take the children, and there only remains 
the choice for her between the streets or years of 
imprisonment with hard labour in a workhouse ! The 
Suffragists give much sympathy to the prostitute, 
and I ask them to extend this sympathy to every 
unmarried mother and her children. A rescue worker .
tells me that it is difficult to make a girl who has been 
on the ' ■ ■ • ■ ■- ■•
virtue, 
that is

streets feel she has fallen from the paths of 
unless she has had a child. So it is the child 
the sin.

National Insurance Act, 1911.
National Insurance Act, 1913.

If an insured person is an inmate of an institution supported 
by a charity or voluntary contributions, and has no dependents, 
the benefit shall (if an agreement has been made between the 
Approved Society or the Insurance Committee and the in- 
stitution authorities) be paid in whole or in part, as agreed, 
to the institution authorities towards the maintenance of such 
person- If, however, the insured person is chargeable to the 
Guardians in any institution, the money remains in the hands 
of the society so long as he or she remains chargeable.

Where there are any dependents, t,}m whole of the benefit goes 
to the dependents, in whatever institution the insured person 
may be. '

' Where there are no dependents.— Whilst in a sanatorium the 
whole of the benefit is paid to Insurance Committee. When 
discharged, insured person receives nothing in respect of time 
in institution. 4 Whilst in a voluntarily supported institution.

ACCEPTABLE
XMAS GIFTS

Gloves are always acceptable presents.
This week we are making a special 
offer to Readers of " The Vote, ” 
enabling them to purchase reliable

A/ gloves at bargain prices.

Our Special Nappa Glove 
made from the best selected 
skins and finished with two 
horn buttons & titched points.

Per 1/112 Pair.

Tan and Grey only.
3 Pairs in dainty box for 5/11.

WE PAY CARRIAGE.

F. MEDHURST, "TD
BROMLEY, KENT.

the benefit, in whole or in part, as agreed; is paid to the institu
tion authorities. When discharged, the insured person receives 
the balance not so paid. Whilst in an institution chargeable to 
Guardians nothing is paid. When discharged, insured person 
receives the whole of the benefit in respect of time spent in 
the institution.

Maternity Benefit.—The Guardians cannot claim the maternity 
benefit of an insured person who is an inmate of their infirmary. 
On being discharged from the infirmary, maternity benefit 
must be paid to women entitled to it who have been confined 
in the infirmary ; it is, however, within the province of the 
Guardians on admitting thecase to declare the relief " on 
loan,” but it must be distinctly understood, as stated above, 
that the Guardians cannot directly attach the maternity benefit.

Sickness and Disablement Benefit.—The position with regard 
to the sickness and disablement benefit is now the same as 
that of the maternity benefit, so far as its payment on the 
discharge of the insured person and recovery by the Guardians 
are concerned.

Relief granted on loan may be recovered by the Guardians 
in the county court or other court for the recovery of small 
debts (Poor Law Amendment Act, 1848, Sec. 8).

- It would be interesting to have a. test case tried. If. the 
case was given in favour of the Guardians, it would show the 
fact that the much-vaunted Insurance Act, with its compulsory 
payments, is after all only a part of the Poor Law of 1848.

Anne COBDEN-SANDERSON.

“ Under My Own Notice.”
The note appearing in The Vote of December 5, 

under the heading .“Vice its own Reward,” .was 
a record of facts that came under my own notice. The 
first actual money paid to an insured person (except 
those with dependents outside), according to the officials, 
was given to the mother of three illegitimate children, 
all of them with her in the workhouse, depending on the 
rates and on struggling young men outside, who 
frequently cannot afford to marry or have legitimate 
families of their own.

The approved society paying the money was com- 
municated with by the authorities, as it was held the 
maternity benefit should not have been paid to a person 
in the workhouse infirmary with no dependents outside. 
The following extracts were quoted from the Insurance
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Act, page 33 of Smith’s " Everybody’s Guide to the 
Insurance Act,” the handbook of workhouse officials :—

This Act provides that no sickness, disablement or maternity 
benefit shall be paid to or in respect of any inmateofa work- 
house, hospital, asylum, convalescent home, or infirmary (whether 
supported by the rates, or charity, or voluntary subscriptions).

A workhouse, or infirmary, or asylum, supported out of the 
rates, recovers nothing in respect of the maintenance of insured 
persons. .

The amendments of the Act (1913) are apparently not 
yet in force. I should be glad if Mrs. Cobden Sanderson 
would investigate facts for herself before, declaring 
them inaccurate. MARGARET WYNNE NEVINSON.

OUR TREASURY.
national fund.

(Branch and "District Funds Not Included)
Amount previously acknowledged: 

December, 1912, £17,272

Amount previously acknowledged
President’s Birthday Fund—

Nine Elms Branch.. ‘ ..
Mr. and Mrs. Allan, per Glasgow

Branch — .. .. - ..; ...

October, 1907, to 
4s. lld.

. 1,855 o 5

io 0

£0 10

Additional OrgandserB  ̂- Fund—
E. G. M. ' ....

Special By-Election Fund— 
Sale Group ..

10 10 0

0 10 0

Mrs. Saul Solomon . . ..
“ A Man Friend,” per Miss Boyle
Miss A. Udney .. . ।
Mrs. Mustard .. ..
Madame Nadine Brouard ..
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss 
Miss 
Mrs. 
Miss

Erie Hellberg . .
C. Duckett
Mary McIlquhan
Nicholls
Prendergast 
E. M. Shaw 
Alice F. Shorter 
Kerby ..

Miss A. K. Sykes .. I. . 
Sale of Tickets
Collections - . . .. . ..
Office Sales ..
Branches—Capitation Bees—

Aintree .. .. ..
Manchester (Central) ..

o 
0 
0 
o 
o 
o

0 
o

0
0

10

5

0

5. 40 2

0

0

0

0 
0
0
0
0
6

o
3
8

o 
o

£1,890 , 0 10
Cheques to be made payable to the Women’s Freedom League, 

and crossed " London and South Western Bank, Ltd."

SVE YOUR EYESIGHT.—Avert trouble by acting in time and 
paying a visit to Messrs. A. E. McClean, 37, Aldwych, Strand, 
E.C., who are experts in their business and carry out most 
careful sight tests, and subsequent fitting with glasses. They 
make a speciality also of opera glasses from 7s. 6d., including 
cases, and lorgnettes at 15s. A visit in time will save nine !

Chapter 2

Washing Wears Away 
Clothes

faster than ordinary use.
That is washing in the old way— 

rubbing and scrubbing.
Try this plan—rub the clothes, with 

Fels-Naptha and then let them soak for half 
an hour in cold or lukewarm water. In 
that half-hour the Fels-Naptha will loosen 
the dirt more than all your scrubbing. 
Then rinse in cold water with just a little 
rub to get out the loosened dirt.

That doesn’t wear away the clothes, 
does it ?

But it makes then whiter and sweeter 
than the old way.

Fels-Naptha 39 Wilson street London EC

MRS. HARVEY’S TAX RESISTANCE.
Mrs. Harvey sends through The VOTE the following, 

message of thanks to all who were present at her sale. 
Our readers will be interested in the sequel:—

“ Brackenhill, Highland-road, Bromley, Kent. 
“December 5, 1913.

" To the Editor of The Vote. '
" Dear Madam,-—As it was impossible for me per- 

sonally to .speak to everyone who came to my sale on 
Saturday, November 29, will you allow me to express 
my heartfelt thanks to them through the medium of 
your paper ? ■

" I have, after due consideration, sent the following 
letter to the Surveyor of Taxes. This time I have 
allowed the authorities to score ‘ partial success’; 
their next attempt will be ‘ dead failure’—Yows, faith-
fully. K. HARVEY."

Brackenhill, Highland-road, Bromley, Kent. 
December 4, 1913.

To the Surveyor of Taxes, Bromley.
Sir,—With reference to the sale of my goods here on Saturday 

last, November 29, in consequence of distraint for non-payment 
of Inhabited House Duty : there is a question as to the legality 
of the sale, but I have to-day told the tax-collector that the 
buyer shall be allowed to remove his purchase. I wish you 
clearly to understand that, although I can give no definite 
reason at the moment, I still feel grave doubts concerning the 
sale and shall make it my business to obtainclear knowledge 
upon this point and also to learn why my house was broken into 
and my property destroyed with such unnecessary violence. ,

I believe the tax-collector has to bear all losses, and I think 
he has suffered enough for this time.—I am, yours truly,

K. Harvey.
A Message with a Meaning.

Mrs. Harvey writes further on December 6 :—" I have 
just received the first demand note for this year’s taxes. 
I have torn it up, put it in the envelope in which it came, 
and re-posted it to the Tax Collector. I suppose it is now 
reposing in his rubbish basket.".
Protest by London Graduates.

We publish with ‘ pleasure the following letter - of 
protest against’Mrs. Harvey’s treatment in prison, and 
warmly thank the seventy signatories for the practical 
step they have taken:—

4, Brandon House, Mortimer-Street, W. 
December 4, 1913.

To the Editor of The Vote.
Madam,—I beg to forward for publication the following 

extracts from a letter addressed to the Home Secretary, relating 
to the imprisonment in Holloway, in September last, of Mrs. 
Katherine Harvey, the well-known suffragist of Brackenhill, 
Bromley, Kent, who was sentenced to two months’ imprison- 
ment by the Bromley magistrates for resistance of the license 
and insurance of her manservant, David Asquith. The cell in 
which Mrs.. Harvey was confined was maintained in so damp a

/ condition that her health was seriously affected.
The letter is signed by more than seventy graduates of the 

University of London, and is accompanied by an affidavit made 
by Mrs. Harvey and a certificate from her medical man,

Among the signatories are the following :—Dr. L. Garrett 
Anderson, Professor W. M. Bayliss, F.R.S., Dr. F. F. Blackman, 
F.R.S., Sir Edward Busk, Lady Busk, Dr. R. W. Chambers, Dr. 
Alice M. Cor thorn, Mr. Gerald Gould, Professor W. & Halli- 
burton, F.R.S., Mr. P. J. Hartog, Sir Victor Horsley, F.R.S., 
Mrs. Scharlieb, M.D., Rev. J. H. Shakespeare, Dr. Barbara

- Tchaykovsky, Dr. Florence Willey .—I am, yours faithfully, 4
(NK FRANCES Wood.

Extracts from the Letter to the Right Hon. Reginald 
McKenna, M.P.

" We submit to you that to maintain a cell in so permanently 
wet a condition that the prisoner contracts rheumatism and 
gastric catarrh is to inflict additional suffering not contem
plated by law. Thecase is one for prompt and impartial 
inquiry, and we trust that you will order such inquiry to be 
made and the results of that inquiry to be made public.

“ Our plea is made not only on behalf of Mrs. Harvey but of 
all prisoners alike, in the name of common humanity and 
justioe."

" HIAWATHA.”
Additions up to date to the profits of the performances 

of " Hiawatha " bring the amount up to £44 13s. id., 
which has been handed over to THE VOTE. Again we 
express our warmest thanks to Mrs. Harvey and all 
who co-operated in the noteworthy success of the 
performances which resulted in such substantial help 
to,THE VOTE.

Zokound & Co
CHRISTMAS PRESENTS

Nickel Perfume Lamp.
A little water and a few 
drops of scent will perfume 
a room in a few minutes.

5 - each.

211, REGENT STREET, W.

81, 82, 83,

New arid exceedingly useful Jewel Case, extending 
trays, green or violet leather.

7in. • 8in.
30/- 35/6

gin.
42/-

268-270, OXFORD
67, Piccadilly, w.

ST., W

The " Connaught.”
Very pretty Bag, made of 
Black striped MOIRE 

SILK.
Special value, 21 /-

177-178, Tottenham court road, w.

84, LEADENHALL ST., LONDON, E C

THE WOMANS THEATRE.
Our sincere congratulations to the Actresses’ Franchise 

League on the success of their great enterprise: The 
Woman’s Theatre Week. The crowds who enjoyed 
the admirable performances at the Coronet Theatre 
had probably little idea of the immense amount of 
work which the preparation for the Week entailed. The 
actresses of the League have shown themselves capable 
financiers as i well as artistes, and their self-sacrificing 
devotion in carrying an idea into a splendid reality 
cannot fail in its wide appeal. They have shown what 
women can do, and we trust that they and the public 
will have the gratification of seeing the larger fulfil
ment of " The Week "—the permanent establishment 
of The Woman’s Theatre.

Judging by the large and enthusiastic audience which gathered 
at the Coronet Theatre, Notting-hill-gate, last Monday evening, 
the Woman’s Theatre Week has evoked a gratifying response 
from the public as well as from suffragists, and those who went 
simply to be amused could hardly fail to be impressed. The 
play given at each performance until last night was Brieux’s " La 
Femme ‘ Seule," translated by Mrs. Bernard Shaw under the 
title of “ Woman on Her Own.” It sets forth the efforts of a 

young Frenchwoman, suddenly deprived of her money, to earn 
her living, and shows how she is baffled in the end in her desire 
to help herself and working-women- by the'violence of working- 
men. Beginning with a scene in which the conventions of 
custom and wealth are outraged by the refusal of " a well 
brought up young girl " to wait for a husband and accept 
the old and decrepid because she has no money, the play shows 
the heroine, Therese, installed in the office of a newspaper 
entitled La Feiwme Libre. Here the author has the chance of 
continuing not only his tilting against the conventions which 
fetter women but of showing the dangers with which they are 
beset when they boldly defy them. . Th6rese is obliged to leave 
the newspaper—the rest of the staff has refused to submit to 

sweating" payment—-because of the hateful intentions of 
the villain, who happens also to be the Editor. Finally she 
achieves some success in organising the women workers at a 
bindery in the country, but the organised men regard the women 
as their enemies, underselling their work, and after a consultation 
which ends in 'violence and destruction, Therese is sacrificed to 
save the proprietor and his works. '

The part of Th6r^se was played with great power and insight

by Miss Lena Ashwell, and she well deserved the ovation which 
greeted her on the fall of the curtain. She was ably supported 
by the rest of the excellent company, which included Miss 
Nancy Price as the Editress of the woman’s newspaper. Miss 
Suzanne' Sheldon as one of the staff who, on being told there is 
good news for her asks. " Are all the men dead ? ” ; Miss Cicely 
Hamilton, as the old woman who, from the age of eight, had 
worked 1 in the bindery, Miss Blanche Stanley and others; 
Mr. Charles Kenyon, Mr. A. S. Homewood, Mr. Ncrmar, 
V. Norman. Mr. Tewless Llewellyn, Mr. Cyril Ashford 
did well in the men’s parts, and the workmen in the final scene 
were as violent and brutal as Brieux could have wished. 
Bjdrnson’s play, “ The Gauntlet," which shows the need for an 
equal standard of morality for men and women, was given • 
during the latter part of the week.

A notable souvenir of the Week was on sale, to which Mr 
Bernard Shaw, Miss Cicely Hamilton, Mr. William Archer, and 
Mrs. Flora Annie Steel contribute interesting articles on the 
plays, their authors, the woman’s movement, and the valiant 
work of the Actresses’ Franchise League. The souvenir is , 
lavishly illustrated and is probably destined to become historic 
with the enterprise which it supports. Mr. Bernard Shaw dis- 
cusses the question of the work and payment of women and 
their competition with men, and Brieux’s presentation of the 
subject; Miss Hamilton gives the meaning of the Woman’s 
Theatre ; Mr. Archer deals with Bjdrnson and the significance of 
" A Gauntlet," and Mrs. Steel with the power of the actresses to 
set forth the underlying truths of the woman’s movement.

WORK AND ITS REWARD.

It is a pleasure to chronicle the continuous growth 
of the Women’s Freedom League and the establish
ment of new Branches in various parts of the country. 
We congratulate Miss Ada Broughton, the energetic 
organiser working under the Scottish Council of our 
League, on the reward of her excellent work during 
the West Lothian by-election campaign—the formation 
of a new Branch at Broxburn. [We wish the Branch long 
and vigorous life, and hope that the South Lanark 
campaign, carried on under most uncomfortable con- 
ditions of weather and communications, will result 
in the enthusiasm of the women of the con
stituency materialising as a stronghold of the Free
dom LLeague.

SUPPORT THOSE ADVERTISERS WHO SUPPORT US.
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Other boxes containing 
Handkerchiefs from 67d. 

per box to 15/11.

P2.—Box containing six 
embroidered Handker- 
chiefs and bottle of Eau- 
de-Cologne.

2/111. complete.

NATIONAL OFFICES, LONDON, 1, Robert-street,

Ipswich.

be
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Rainproof Salon

BRANCH NOTES.
Will Branch Secretaries kindly write their reports very dis

tinctly and briefly ON ONE SIDE of a sheet of paper, leaving a 
margin on the left, and address: them to the Editor, The Vote 
Ofice, 2, Robert-street, Adelphi, London, W.O. ? A halfpenny 
stamp is sufficient; the flap of the envelope should be tucked 
inside. All reports must reach the office on or before the first 
post on Monday mornings.

©

&
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7.

“KATHLEEN"

Weather Coat of
Twill Coatings

in variety 
colours, 

■ fastening up to

21/9

of

throat.

Children's and Maids'
Mackintoshes, 
Waterproofs, 
and Cloaks, 

a Speciality.

WILLIAM

Adelphi, W.C.
LONDON AND SUBURBS.—Clapham.

A public meeting was held on December 3 at the Balham Assembly 
Rooms. Miss Underwood presided and most interesting speeches 
were made by Mrs. Mustard and Miss Murray. Mrs. Mustard spoke ' 
on the unsatisfactory Party system, and showing that it almost entirely 
ignored or gave inadequate time for domesticlegislation. When 
working as Guardians women found how small was their power without 
the vote to alter the laws. Miss Murray gave an amusing account of 
the visits of Insurance officers to the Scotch Branches, and spoke of 
the more serious side of the work in Scotland, of helping the women 1 
strikers and the protests against the unjust treatment of women in w 
the Courts. Miss Underwood’s address was on the work and aims of 
the League, and she ended with an urgent appeal for fresh members.
Croydon.

Many thanks are due to Miss Jessett, who kindly lent her school 
for our social and whist drive on December 6 ; also to all other members 
and friends who helped to make the evening a success. Will members 
please remember that the annual Branch meeting will be held on 
Friday, December 19, at 8 p.m., at the office ? ..
East London,

On December 4 a Branch meeting was held at 37, Wellington-build- 
ings. Bow, E. Miss Adams read a paper on " Equal Pay for Equal 
Work," and a discussion followed. ■ On Sunday, December 7, members 
and friends met at Loughton, and after a delightful walk through the 
forest enjoyed tea and talk at the homeof Misses Gunner and Nixon. 
After tea Miss Nixon read an extremely into resting paper on " The 
Future of the Women’s Movement,” a very able review of Mrs. Swan- 
wick’s latest book. This was followed by interesting questions and a 
lively discussion. The whole day was thoroughly enjoyable and the 
heartiest thanks of the Branch are due to our hostesses for their hospi- 
tality. The Hon. Sec. wishes to announce that she has a new stock of 
literature and merchandise, and will be pleased to receive orders. 
Streatham and Thornton Heath.

Many thanks to all who poster-paraded at Thornton Heath and 
Streatham. Our meeting last Tuesday was very successful and 
enthusiastic.. It was rumoured we were to have trouble, but no 
interruptor risked an encounter with Mr. Todd and his many stewards, 
to all of whom we render our hearty thanks. Three and a half dozen 
copies of THE Vote-were sold at our meeting, and Mrs. Pyarthas . 
now eighteen sympathisers and friends who take THE VOTE from her i 
each week. Will other members, who are unable to sell in the streets, 
do likewise ? One only wants to make a start, and in this way many 
copies of our paper could be sold.

Miss Eunice Murray has kindly promised to speak at Clock Tower 
on Thursday, December 11, at 8.0 p.m. Chair, Miss Trott.

Whist drive at 67, Greyhound-lane, Streatham (by kind invitation 
of Mrs. Macgregor), on December 31, at 7.30 p.m.; tickets, 1s. each, 
to be had from Mrs. Macgregor, also from Mrs. Gauld, 32, Buckleigh- 
road, and Mrs. Pyart, 7, Osborne-road, Thornton Heath. Please keep 
January 16 free. Miss Nina Boyle is coming to Thornton Heath 
Parliament for a debate. Tickets, 6d. each, will be on sale shortly.
PROVINCES.—Aintree.

There was a good attendance at our Branch meeting, held at the 
Aintree Institute on December 4. In the unavoidable absence of Mrs. 
Evans, Miss L. Rainford kindly presided and made a very promising 
debut as chairman. Miss Appleton spoke on “Equal Pay for Equal 
Work,” and made out so strong a case in favour that, although a good 
discussion followed, there was practically no opposition, one of our 
men supporters who has hitherto opposed this-reform on the ground 
of expediency declaring himself a convert. The last event in our 
autumn programme takes place next Thursday, December 11, when 
the Branch is invited to take part in a (mock Parliamentary election, 
arranged by the Literary Guild of the Walton Congregational Church. 
Miss Janet Heyes will stand as Independent woman candidate, and 
we hope to secure her election by a large majority.
Brighton and Hove.

On December 6 a delightful evening was spent in the Lecture Hall, 
Norfolk-terrace, when Miss Grace Nightingale charmed the audience 
with her lecture-recital on " The Painter-Poets.” William Blake, 
William Morris, and Dante Gabriel Rossetti were chosen. Miss Nightin- 
gale sketched their lives and characteristics, and then recited many 
selections from their poems. Miss Hare voiced the hearty thanks 
of the meeting.

» The working woman’s meeting is postponed as the room cannot 
be engaged. Instead there has been arranged a meeting on December 
15, at,8.0 p.m., to be held in the lecture room, 19, Norfolk-terrace, 
when a speaker from Headquarters will address members and friends.

*hsizoos""i""teal
Limited.

WESTBOURNE GROVE, LONDON, W

The House Famous for Good Value.

We had a good working party on December 4, and Mrs. Hossack’s 
reading was much enjoyed. We hope to have our shop looking very • 
bright for the Show Week, which begins on December 15. The last 
working party to finish everything forthe Show Week was held on 
December 11. ■ Some of our goods are already bespoken.
Manchester (Central Branch ).—Office, 46A, Market-street.

The annual meeting of the Manchester Branch was held on December 
3, when following honorary officers were elected:—Miss Hines, 
treasurer ; Miss Platt, literature secretary ; Mrs. Watson, "VOTE" 
secretary ; Miss Av E. Hordern, secretary. The committee members 
elected were :—Miss Fildes, Miss Neal, Mrs. Dean, Miss Kipps, Miss J. 
Heyes, and Miss Hudson. Y . . .. ----- .

On December. 17, at 7.30, a social will be held in the office, for 

which our members from Sale have kindly undertaken all arrange- 
inputs. There will be competitions, games, music, &c. The goods 
left over from the sale of work will be on view at reduced prices. 
Gifts of cakes, sweets, &c., would be gratefully accepted:
Middlesbrough.

A business meeting was held last Monday night in Hinton’s Cafe. J 
Miss Hayton reported on the sale of THE VOTE and literature, which 
showed a record amount of work for the past year. The result of the 
election of officers and committee was as follows :—-President, Mrs. 
Schofield Coates ; vice-president. Miss Foster ; secretary, Miss A. 
Mahony ; treasurer, Mrs. Barrett ; literature secretary. Miss Hayton ; 
press secretary. Miss L. Mahony. Committee, Miss W. M. Jones, Miss 
Hawkins, Miss Hotham, Miss D&ufhurst, Mrs. Catt^Trnole, and Mrs. 
Walker (the new officer and committee members italicised). A sub- 
committee, the members of which are Mrs. Harrison, Mrs. Barrett, 
Miss Hawkins and Mrs. Cattermole, was formed to take in hand 
arrangements for the whist drive. i

On Friday, December 5, we had our Christmas party, and it was 
indeed a festal night. About fifty members met at the house of Mrs. 
Schofield Coates, who revealed a wonderful capacity for organising 
games and keeping things going with a full swing. The spirit of mirth 
and gaiety was infectious; everyone caught it. Soon lovely little 
green, white and gold crackers were exploding on every side. Then 
there were guessing games at which Miss Hayton distinguished horself 
by winning a prize. Madame Belle Richardson sang " The Awakening, 
and Mrs. Walker gave a pianoforte solo. After supper there were . 
" Progressive Games,” quite wonderful in their variety, which kept 
everyone busy and happy. The evening passed all too quickly, and 
before leaving all joined insinging " The Women’s Marseillaise” and 
“ Auld Lang Syne.” A vote of thanks to our host and hostess was 
greeted with warm applause, and the singing of " For she’s a jolly 
good fellow " and then " He’s a jolly good fellow," and finally " They 
are jolly good fellows.” .

Will members and friends remember the whist drive on December . 
15, and also that we are asking them to provide presents for the 
Christmas-tree on December 23 ?

Portsmouth and Gosport.
Our whist drives are even more popular this year than they were 

last. A crowded room was the result of Miss Mottershall’s invitation 
to whist on Wednesday, December 3, and a substantial sum was 
handed to the treasurer as the result. Many thanks to the members 
who gave the prizes and refreshments. Will members please save 
articles for a Jumble Sale which we propose to hold early in February ? . 
Miss Boyle is to speak in Portsmouth on January 27, 1914. Par- 
ticulars later.
Burnage.

The Branch held a most successful concert last Monday in the Village 
Hall, kindly arranged by Mrs. G. Pearce and Mr. D. Tompson. Both 
financially and in numbers attending it was a gratifying success. The 

. best thanks of the Branch are due to all those who so willingly helped, 
particularly the artistes who gave their services free and who provided 
such a high-class concert for our delight.
SCOTLAND.—Dundee.

A meeting of the Branch was held in the Art Society’s Rooms on 
December 4. Miss Husband presided, and there was a full turn-out 
of members. The speaker for the evening was Mr. R. Stirton, J.P., 
who took as his subject, " Helena," in All's Well That Ends Well. 
The audience quickly saw that in Mr. Stirton’s eyes, Helena is one of 
Shakespeare’s finest creations J that she was a woman of healthy 
instincts, sweet and loving, purposeful and patient. Far-sighted in 
the wisdom of her love for Bertram, she casts convention to the winds 
and boldly maps out her plan of procedure to bring about what she 
desires most on earth. In which she is successful, and all’s well that 
ends well. Mr. Stirton claimed that Helena has her modern type, and 
finished with a glowing eulogium on the women who have a clear 
comprehension of what they want and steer straight for it. Apprecia- 
tion of the paper was voiced by many of the members. It was decided 
to have a Whist Party on January. 8, the first meeting of the Branch 
in the New Year.
Glasgow.——Suffrage Shop, 70, St. George’s-road.

Last week and this we have been busy with our stall at the Women’s 
Work Exhibition in the Zoo Buildings. We have sold a fair amount 
of literature and enrolled several new members. Unfortunately the 
weather has been the worst possible, and has probably interfered with 
the attendance.We hope to have Mrs. Despard speaking at the 
Exhibition on Saturday. On Thursday, December 4, the Council and 
Branch meetings were held as usual on the first Thursday of each 
month. At the Branch meeting Miss G. H. Jacob, B.Sc., gave a most 
interesting and instructive address, on the question, " is Woman 
Human ? " Last month Miss MaryFindlaygave a very successful and 
enjoyable'Whist Party in her house in aid of the funds. Besides 
making the sum of £5, several new members were enrolled. We warmly 
thank Miss Findlay for the valuable help she has given to the Cause 
on this andmany other occasions.

NOTE. — For addresses of Branch Secretaries apply to Head- 
nurters, 1, Robert-street, Adelphi, London, W.C.

other societies.
Women Writers’ Suffrage League.

The Woman’s Theatre was the interesting subject brought forward 
at a meeting on December 2, at 16, John-street, Adelphi. Mrs. Marion 
Holmes presided, and in anable and amusing speech explained that 
the Woman’s Movement attracted to it as active workers artists of 
all kinds in a remarkable degree—painters, writers, and especially 
actresses, to whose initiative energy the scheme of the Woman’s 
Theatre was due. Miss Inez Bensusan explained the scheme, which 
was to materialise the following week at the Coronet Theatre, Notting- 
hill, W., when five performances of Brieux’ play, " La Femme Soule ” 
(translated into English by Mrs. Bernard Shaw under the title of 
:" Woman on her Own’), and three of Bjorns on’s " The Gauntlet,” 
were to be given, the cast including most of the best-known players 
in London. Not only the carefully planned financial side of the scheme, 
but the fine ideals behind it of woman’s capability and enthusiasm 
were put forward. The speaker delighted her audience by announcing

The most acceptable gift is
that which is most useful.

Write for
Illustrated
Catalogue

P11,— Box containing Six 
embroidered Linen Handker- 
chiefs.

3/111 complete.
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HIGH STREET, CROYDON
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If you do not want a
tume for yourself,
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friends to order the
Suit at either of our estab* 

lishments.

Costumes from 4} Guineas.
Lounge Suits from 3 Guineas.

4, MADDOX STREET, W 
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beautifully designed, 
15 for 1/3.

PRIZE 
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perfect.

CORPORATION. Ltd.
LITERATURE

, Messrs. George BELL 
SONS.
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OUR SHOPPING GUIDE.
For Addresses see Advertisements near Reading Matter & on Cover.

Some of these Firms advertise alternate weeks.

KRASKA Co.

JOHN Knight. 
FELs-NAPTHA.

GOLDEN BOOKLET
CHRISTMAS£1 11s. 6d.
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William Clarke 8 Son’s

COAL

interested in the Suffrage Movement.
ANNUAL SUBSCBIPTION -

DARE TO BE 
FREE.

CONSTANT LECTURES ARRANGED.
Bedrooms can be reserved for Lady Members at economical terms.

Table d hote Lunch, Is. 6d., and Dinner, 2s.
Light Refreshments at any time.

All particulars, SECRETARY.

Parcel
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Containing 25 Golden Versed Tuck's Xmas Cards.
All Lovely Leaftetted Designs.

Silkstone .. 27/6
Best Household 25/-
Special House 24/ 6

Leafletted Works of Art.
All by TUCK. Transition FREE-
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THE LAVENDER LAUNDRY,
STRAFFORD ROAD, ACTON, W.

Telephone 822 Chiswick. D
This Laundry is now being generally recognised for

FAMILY WORK OF THE FINEST KIND.
BABIES’ DAINTY FROCKS AND LACES, 

LADIES' SILKS, LAWNS, MUSLINS, AND LINGERIE 
of the most delicate description may be sent to us without hesitation:

5/- FOR 
SENDING A 
TESTIMONIAL 
ID E A—DARTON HOUSE 

—" Was more than 
pleased with the parcel 
of cards."—E. SHAW.

I Stove Coal.. 21/6 
Anthracite N ts 40/-[ Best Nuts .. 23/6 I 

"Roaster Nuts 23/-
| Large Kitchen 22/6 I
Coke 15s. per Chaldron.

ParceTof Tuck’s Parcel for

The SUFFRAGE CLUB
3, YORK STREET, ST. JAMES S, S.W.

THE CLUB has been formed for
MEN AND WOMEN

Xmas Cards. 9d
Each Card a Work of Art. Sent to any address 
in the Kingdom for 9 stamps. Containing 12 
Tuck’s Lovely Leafletted and Golden Versed De- 

signs, all by Tuck, with envelopes, post free.

CLUSTER DE LUXE 
The Grand Consignment— 
5/- Box for 2/6, post free.

PLEASE APPLY EARLY
One Lady writes:—“ They are excellent. Quite 
" . as good as most Xmas Cards at 6d. each.”

THE VOTE. FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 1913.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS : W.F.L
LONDON AND SUBURBS.

Fri., Dec. 12.— W.F.L. OFFICE, 1, Robert- 
street, VOTE Sellers’ Rally, 7.30 p.m. Speaker : 
Mrs. Despard.

Tues.. Dec. 16.—TOTTENHAM MUNICIPAL 
HALL, Public Meeting, 8 p.m. Speakers:

- Miss Nina Boyle, Miss Alison Neilans and Mr. 
John Seurr. Chair: Mrs. Mustard.

Wed., Dec. 17.—BROMLEY, The Lecture 
Room, Library Institute, Widmore-road, 8 p.m. 
Speaker : Miss Nina , Boyle. Chair : Miss 
Harvey.

Fri., Dec. 19.—Croydon OFFICE, 32a, The 
Arcade, High-street, Annual Branch Meeting, 
8 p.m.

Wed., Dac. 31.—STREATHAM, 67, Grey hound-
lane (by kind invitation of Mrs. Macgregor), Whist Drive, 7.30 p.m. 
Tickets, 1s;
1914. ■, , ,

Thurs., Jan. 8-—W.F.L. OFFICE, 1, Robert-street, Mid-London 
Branch Quarterly Meeting, 7.30 p.m.

Sat.. Jan. 17.—CAXTON Hall, W.F.L. Carnival, 3 p.m. till 10 p.m.
Mon., Jan. 19.—W.F.L. OFFICE, 1, Robert -street. Discussion 

Meeting, 8 p.m., to be opened by Madame Malmberg. Subject : 
" Is the Woman’s Movement Identical with the Eastern Revolu- 
tionary Movement ? ”

PROVINCES.
Fri., Dec. 12.—Bolton, Lecture’ Hall, Public Meeting. Miss 

Anna Munro.
Mon., Dec. 15.—Gravesend, The Labour Hall, 8 p.m., Public 

Meeting. Speaker: Miss Eunice Murray. Burnage, Garden Village, 
Branch Meeting. Middlesbrough, Whist Drive, Unitarian School- 
room. Tickets 1s. Hove, Branch Meeting, to be addressed by a 
speaker from Headquarters. -

Mon-. Dec. 22.—Middlesbrough, Hinton’s Cafe, 8 p.m. Speaker : 
Miss Janet Heyes.

Tues., Dec. 23,—Middlesbrough, Victoria Hall, Christmas Tree 
Party, 7.30 to 12 p.m. Short speeches by Miss Janet Heyes, Mrs. 
Schofield Coates and Miss W. M. Jones. Music, dancing, games, &c. 
Tickets, Is. each.
1914.

Tues., Jan. 27.—Southsea. Miss Boyle.
Wed., Jan. 28.—Southsea. Dinner-hour Meeting. Speaker : Miss 

Boyle. Southampton, Morris Hall, Public Meeting, 8 p.m. Speakers : 
Miss'Nina Boyle and Mr. Laurence Housman. Chair : Mrs. Rothwell.

SCO I LAND.
Dec. 13 to 19.— Kilbirnie. Organiser-in-Charge : Miss Ada

Broughton. .
Sat., Dec. 13.—Edinburgh, Suffrage Shop, 90, Lothian-road, 

Christmas Sale, 3 p.m. Admission free. Tea 6d.
Mon., Dec. 15.— Glasgow, Waverton Hall, Giffnock Literary 

Society, Debate, 8 p.m. Miss Bessie Semple (W.F.L.) v. Mrs. Harold 
Norris (N.L.O.W.S.). ..' /■

Wed., Dec.. 17.— Edinburgh, Suffrage Shop, 90, Lothian-road, 
7.30 p.m., " At Home.”
1914-

Thurs., Jan. 8.—Dundee. Whist Party.
OTHER SOCIETIES.

Fri-. Jan. 9.—Wallington, Women's Adult School. Speaker: 
Miss Munro.

Fri., Jan: 16.—Thornton HEATH PARLIAMENT. Debate, That 
this Parliament Provide for the Representation of the People, by 
Granting Votes to Women Without Delay." A^lrmative: Miss 
Nina Boyle. Negative: Miss Mabel Smith.

OTHER SOCIETIES (Continued .from page 117).' 
chat the expenses had already been covered, and the venture was in 
an extremely healthy condition. Miss Cicely Hamilton spoke of the 
difficulty people of average intelligence experienced in realising an. 
entirely new idea presented to them, and said she hoped those not 

ready in sympathy with the Woman’s Movement could be got into 
the Woman’s Theatre even by false pretences, so that they might 
be convinced by the plays.
Women’s Tax Resistance League.

Drawing-room meetings were held on December 2 and 3, the hos- 
tesses being Mrs. Webb, of West-hill, Sydenham, and Miss K. Balfour, 
Victoria-road, Kensington, and Mrs. Kineton Parkes spoke on both 
occasions. On Thursday Mrs. Kineton Parkes spoke at Southampton, 
under the auspices of the National Union of Women Suffrage Societies. 
On that day also the monthly meeting was held at the League’s Offices. 
Miss Winifred Holiday presided, and members gave their experiences 
of tax evasion.

ITEMS OF INTEREST.
To VEGETARIANS-—-AND OTHERS.—-We strongly recommend 

our readers to patronise Arthur’s Stores, 114, Westbourne 
grove, W., when ordering Christmas supplies. They undertake 
rapid delivery in all parts of London and its suburbs, and our 
members are finding that dealings with this firm bring satis- 
faction both as to the price and quality of the goods purchased. 
Christmas hampers will be made up to suit customers and 
practically everything required for every meal can be obtained— 
meat, vegetables, poultry, confectionery, &c. ; price-lists will 
be sent on application. There is a good restaurant where tired 
and hungry shoppers will find good food, well served, at reasonable 
prices. Try once and you will want to continue.

PERFECTLY TAILORED SILK Shirts.—It is not easy to find 
just the right thing in silk shirts, but to those in doubt we 
recommend Messrs. Huntley & Co., 1, Conduit-street, Regent-

street, London, who make a speciality of " Spunella," every 
thread of which is guaranteed pure silk. It can be obtained 

in white and plain colours, and an endless variety of striped 
- designs; it washes without the least trouble, and the shirts, 

from 15s. lid., upwards, being carefully tailored to measure, 
never lose their shape. Messrs. Huntley are blouse specialists 

. also in other materials, and reliance may be placed on all they sell.

MAL Q) (() 57, THEOBALD’S ROAD
L'Ia.O =9 LONDON, W.C.

SPECIALISTS IN

BANNERS, REGALIA, BUTTONS, BADGES, ROSETTES 
for every society. 

DESIGNS AND ESTIMATES FREE.
‘Phons 3830Central. Established 1855 Wire “ Modifying, London.**

MADAME JARDINE
cr 'makes

so, Dingwan Ra., Elegant and ::
oro toon. Simple Gowns

From Three Guineas.

A. SHAPCOTT, “
81, George Street, CROYDON .

We Stock . . * ■ ■ —
WIZARD VACUUM GLEANERS For Sale or Hire, 

SPIRIT STOVES and KETTLES, and COFFEE MACHINES 
In Brass and Copper.

USEFUL XMAS PRESENTS.
Messrs. A. & P. KUCHEMANN,

1, Arundel Place, Coventry St., W. (near Haymarket).

Large selection of SUNSHADES, UMBRELLAS, STICKS. 
Excellent Value. Moderate Prices. Re-coverings from 3s. 6d.

REPAIRS QUICKLY DONE. •
YOU WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.

341, Gray’s Inn Rd.. King’s Cross, W.C. ‘Phones656 North

USED BY 
ROYALTY.

New Xmas

Right raserved for 
J udging and Award

ing Testimonial.

T.B.L., KING’S
PREMISES,

Savoy Corner, 
Strand, London

LUNCHEON & TEA ROOMS
39, Baker Street, W.

LUNCHEONS FROM ONE SHILLING. 
SPECIALITY: SIXPENNY TEAS, 

ROOM TO BE LET inJ the evening for MEET. 
. INGS, Whist Drives, &c.

Application for letting to be made to 
Manageress, as above.
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“THE VOTE” ADVERTISEMENT DEPARTMENT
(Extract from the Report of the Directors.)

N examination of the details of the Trading Account has 
shown that a fairly creditable average has been main

tained in the Advertisement Department, but in order that the 
accounts may be held and increased, it is necessary that the 
Advertisers shall be well patronised, and the Directors appeal 
to all members to support those firms who support the paper, 
to regard the Advertiser not merely as an ordinary trader knocking 
at the door of the consumer, but as one of the most important 
factors in building up “ THE VOTE.”

THE VOTE.

Ss 
8

10 Yd/Ia fiC

70921

‘call 1456 
2903

1 /3 Recommendation 1 73
-_ ‘,__ pre mrpy — /sr

BOOT MAKERS.
HALL AND SON. '

CLEANERS.
ACHILLE Serre, LTD.

COALS.
W. Clarke AND Sons.

CORSETS.
Miss LANGRIDGE. - -

DENTIST
Chodwick Brown.

DRAPERY.
DEBENHAM AND FREEBODY.
Peter ROBINSON. MEDHURST.

William OWEN, Ltd.
D. H. EVANS.
T. J. Harries, Ltd.

DRESSMAKING.
MORA PUCKLE.
MADAME JARDINE.

FLORISTS.
• • ALEXANDER AND CO.

FLOURS.
BROWN and Polson’s. ] 

FURNITURE.
Thompson & Co.
WILLIAM Owen, LTD. "
GOLDSMITHS and LEATHER 

GOODS.
Messrs. JOHN POUND.
Goldsmiths & Silversmiths

Co., Ltd.
HEALTH WATERS.

VITAREGIS Water Co.
HOTELS.

KINGSLEY AND THACKERAY 
' Hotels.

Strand IMPERIAL Hotel.
INSURANCES.

CAR and GENERAL Insurance

93% 
04°, 22.1 
17 4

MILLINERS.
Thompson and Co.
PETER ROBINSON.
GRANT Bbos.
DUNHILL’S. Ltd.

MOTOR OUTFITS.
DUNHILL’s, Ltd.

NAIL POLISH.

NATURAL FOODS.
Messrs. MAPLETON’S.

OPTICIANS.
A. E. MCCLEAN AND Co.

PLATED GOODS.
L. WIENER AND CO.

RESTAURANTS.
DUTCH OVEN.
VEGETARIAN LUNCHEON

Rooms.
SOAPS.

- " ■ STORES.
ARTHUR s Stores.
Cooper AND Co.
— T TAILORS.
BAIRD LEWIS. BULr. COLLOA. 
ORDAN Bros. KNIGHT Bros. 

"TAXPAYERS’ AGENCY.
Mrs. AYRES PURDIE.

. - UMBRELLAS.
MESSRS. A. & P. KUCHEMANN.
" WOOLLEN GOODS.
Messrs. JAEGER.; :

MEETINGS, LECTURES, etc.
Women’s Freedom LEAGUE. 
Actresses’ FRANCHISE

League.

CLUBS.
The SUFFRAGE CIUB.

EL To be obtained in id. and 3d. packets 
from all Stores, Grocers, or Oilmen.

Send id. stamp to Dept.. “VO." for Free Sample.

JOHN KNIGHT, Ltd
Soapmakers by Appointment to H.M. King George V.

The Royal Primrose Soap Works 
LONDON

ARTHUR’S STORES, "*& 
FOR GENERAL PROVISIONS AND 
HIGH - CLASS CONFECTIONERY.

All cakes and pastries made of the finest ingredients by our own bakers.— 
Trial Earnestly Solicited.

Our Motors deliver daily, in the following neighbourhoods :—Hampstead 
Golder's Green, Hendon, Mill Hill, Garden City Hampstead, Cannon's Park 
Putney, Barnes, Kew and Bedford Park.

AN APPEAL
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WILL YOU HELP “THE VOTE”
By filling in and returning to THE VOTE Offi ce, 2, Robert-street, Adelphi, 
the Coupon below ?
1*I promise to ask at Messrs. WYMAN AND SONS", Messrs. W: H. 
SMITH AND Son’s, and Messrs. WILLING’s Bookstalls at........ • •...... 
Station for THE VOTE.

Name ......................... ................ ................ .
Address....'.............................................. •...................

AIRDLEWIS&OE a Specialite.Write. for 
Catalogue.

The WesfEndHouse 
in hdeCjfy

Telephone No. 3025 Kensington (4 Lines.)

Cooper & Co.’s Stores,
" DEPARTMENTS

68 to 74, Brompton Rd., 
London, S. W.

Teas and Coffees. 
Groceries.
Provisions. 
Cooked Meats.

Bakery 
Fish.
Meat.

• Fruit and Flowers. Brushes.

Confections. . 
Patent Medicines. 
Perfumery, &c.

Poultry and Game. Vegetables. Turnery.
LU NOH ORDERS A SPECIALITY.

Hardware.
Stationery.
Wines and Spirits.
Tobaccos, &c.
Coal, &c., &c.

FAMILIES WAITED ON DAILY FOR ORDERS.

Islington Dental Surgery
69, UPPER STREET, N.

Mr. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist,
Mr. Fredk. G. Boucher, Assistant Dental Surgeon.

Established 35 Years.Gas Administered Daily by qualified Medical Man. Fee 7/8. Nurse in attend 
anoe. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. Send Post Card for Pamphlet.
N.B.—No Show-case at door. CONSULTATION PREE. Tel 3795 North

Monday, Dec. 15 s
ALL GOODS - . 
REDUCED FROM
25% to 50%

OY No Goods
Bought or Made 

for This Sale.

Entire Stock
Comprising :—

COSTUMES, 
COATS, 
DRESSES, 
FURS, 
FUR COATS. 
FUR-LINED 
RAINCOATS.

TheCentre 194.AldersgateS! EC
Trade.

Three Minutes 
from St Paul's 

Cathedral.
CITY 6146.

SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES’ 
MEETINGS.

We accept Announcements of Suffrage and 
kindred Meetings for this Column at the 
rate per single insertion of 2s. for 24 words, 
Id. every additional word ; four insertions 
at the price of three. All Announcements 
must be Prepaid, and, to ensure insertion, 
should reach the ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER, 
Vote Office, 2, Robert-st., Adelphi London, 
by the First Post on Tuesday Morning.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’SFRAN- 
CHISE CLUB, 9, Grafton-street, W. 

Subscription 1 guinea. Wednesday, Decem- 
her 17, 3.30 p.m., Club Tea. " Three Indian 
Women,” Mrs. Flora ANNIE Steel.

PROFESSIONAL AND 
EDUCATIONAL.

CO-EDUCATION, WEST H E A T H
SCHOOL, FERNCROFT - AVENUE, 

HAMPSTEAD.—Principal, Mrs. Ennis Rioh- 
MOND. In addition to the Day School a few 
BOARDERS are now taken who can spend 
week-ends with the Principal in the country.

Stonehouse FRENCH garden*
GLOS.—PUPILS RECEIVED for In- 

struction in Gardening and Poultry-rearing, 
Resident or non-resident.—Full particulars on 
application.

AGENCY.
(HIC DRESS AGENCY, 1 and 2, Sloane- 
- \ street, S.W.—Great Bargains in Day 
and Evening Dresses, Paris Models, Tailor 
Mades, at quarter shop prices. Fashionable 
clothes bought for immediate cash. Call or 
send for details.

LAUNDRY.
"THE NEW GROSVENOR LAUNDRY, 

— 55, * Str afford -road, South Acton, W., 
UNDERTAKE FAMILY WORK ONLY. 
Flannels washed in distilled water. Open-air 
drying-ground. Highest-class hand work at 
moderate prices. Telephone, 10 Chiswick.

THE ‘Owing to the Holidays, me "THE VOTE” 
o=- will be published on
'Ult. DEC. 23

in Christmas Week.

MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS
For insertion in the next week’s issue, copy 
must be sent in by Monday morning to 
THE ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER, 

2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.
CHARGES :

Change of Air ..
Educational ..
Boarding Houses .

Pensions
Houses and Flats
Professional
Ladies’ Businesses

.. FIRST 15 words, It.
and Each additional 7 words, 

... or part of 7 words, 6d. 

.. •Four-consecutive inser- 

.. tions for the price of 
and three, if prepaid.

Partnerships . . rd - 
Exchange and Sale .. .. FIRST 15 words
Home Produce & Domestic Pets ) 6d. . 
Employment .. .. .. | Each additional 
Recommended Servants .. (7 words, or 
Governesses, Companions, and | part of 7 words, 

Lady Helps .. ..J 6d.

BOARD- RESIDENCE.
Rooms, Holiday Homes, &c.A T THE STRAND IMPERIAL HOTEL,

opposite Gaiety Theatre, Strand, 
London.—Absolute Privacy, Quietude, and 
Refinement.—-Ladies will find the freshest, 
warmest, daintiest, cosiest quarters. Sump- 
tuous Bedroom with h. and c. water fitted, 
Breakfast, Bath, Attendance and Lights, 
from os. 6d. En pension, 9s. For long stays 
special terms. Finest English provisions.— 
MANAGERESS, 4788 Gerrard.

PRIVATE HOTEL, for Ladies only; 
quiet and refined; 13, St. George’s- 

square, Westminster. Bedroom, breakfast, 
bath, and attendance, from 4s. 6d.—Write 
or wire Miss DAVIES.

BUSINESS, &c.
MRS. AYRES PURDIE, A.L.A.A., re-

covers overpaid Income Tax, buys or 
sells Stocks and Shares, effects all kinds of 
Insurances or Annuities. mortgages, loans 
on reversions, or any business of a legal or 
financial nature.— Hampden House, 3, Kings- 
way. ’Phone 6049 Central._________ '

Typewriting, DUPLICATING, &c.—
Literary, dramatic, legal and secretarial 

work. Moderate terms.—Miss LANGFORD, 
Hampden House, 3, Kingsway, W.C. Tele
phone : 6049 Central.

A LADY moving in good social circles may 
materially increase her income. Nothing 

derogatory to present position.—Apply by 
letter, in first instance, to W. P., care of 
DAVIES AND Co., Advertising Agents, Finch- 
lane. Cornhill.

SITUATIONS VACANT.

COOK-GENERAL WANTED. Economical 
experienced. Vegetarian cooking if 

possible, good cooking essential. Wages 
£26-£30 commencing. — Wiestrop House, 
Roman .road, Middlesbrough.

DRESSMAKING.
RORA PUCK LE, 399, Oxford - street 
LV— (opposite Times Book Club). MOD- 
ERN ARTISTIC DRESS. Also Embroid
ered Djibbahs and Coats. (Entrance Gilbert - 
street.)

MISCELLANEOUS.
TAISY NECKLETS IN LEAGUE 
— COLOURS. Short, Is.; long, 2s. 6d. ; 
hatpins, 9d.; postage Id. Profits for new 
Branch.—Miss GREENE, The Shanty, Erding- 
ton, Birmingham.

LUTHNETS . UPRIGHT . GRAND
PIANO. Perfect condition, fine tone. 

Exceptional bargain.—11, Parkhurst-road, 
Holloway.

Boneless corsets.—New invention, 
unbreakable. List free. — Knitted 

CORSET Co., Nottingham.

EN are awfully difficult people to buy
Christmas Presents 'for.-—Send post- 

card for " Gift Suggestions" to Herbert 
, DUNHILL, who makes the Green Box Cigarettes 
36, Lowlands-road, Harrow-on-the-Hill.

SAFETY AT LAST!!
Ask for " Veroid " non-inflammable 

Ladies’ Fancy Combs, plain or jewelled. 
Recommended and Sold by 

HARROD’S STORES, Hairdressing and Haby.
Depts.

SELFRIDGE and Co., Ltd., Hairdressing Dept.
DEBENHAM & FREEBODY (Fancy Department). •

In Scotland
P. S. F. TENSFELDT, 122, Princes-street, 

Edinburgh.
See that every article is stamped as this :— 

VEROID * Non-Inflammable, in a small circle.
REFUSE ALL SIMILAR Names.

For Shipping and Wholesale only:
THE VEROID and Co., 17, Well STREET.

-______ London, E.C.__________

PECIMEN DESIGNS XMAS CARDS, 
&c., on . approbation. Postage 3d.—■

C. HEDLEY CHARLTON, 28, Glebe-place, 
Chelsea, S.W.

ABLE -CLOTHS FROM IRELAND.— 
Superior quality, all-linen Damask. 
Floral designs, 54 inches wide, 2s. 3d. 
per yard ; 60 inches wide, 2s. 6d. per 
yard. Write to-day.—HUTTON’S, 166, 
Larne, Ireland.

PA-PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS AND 
HOW TO USE THEM, free. Send 

for one.—TRIMNELL, The Herbalist, 144, 
Richmond-road, Cardiff. Established 1879.

r THE MINERVA PUBLISHING CO, 
= have on Sale a capital VACUUM 

CLEANER. A child can use it, and
V "it Gets the Dust!" Can be seen in 

Room 28, or sent with written guar-
‘ antee on receipt of P.O. for 21/-. $

Printed for the Proprietors, THE MINERVA PUBLISAIG Co., LED., by w. SPLAIGHT AND Sons, Fetter Lane, London, E.C.
Editorial and Advertisement Offices, 1, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.O.


