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Notes and Comments.

"The Westminster Gazette” and the Government.
On December 29th the Westminster Gazette explained in a 

leader that they had more than once in past times admitted and 
alleged that “ the Referendum might be a very useful expedient 
for a limited class of subjects outside ordinary party lines, of 
which class of subjects we have actually given Woman Suffrage 
as an example.” The leader writer finds something humorous 
in the situation that “we, who have steadily supported the 
removal of women’s dis- 
abilities, have been attacked 
alike by Suffragist and Suf- 
fragette, whilst our solitary 
defender has been a lady 
who is a keen and deter
mined opponent of the 
Suffrage movement. ’ ’ When 
his amusement has subsided, 
perhaps the writer will 
search for the reasons of- 
this. We pass over the 
very palpable exaggeration 
contained in the statement 
that the Westminster has 
‘1 steadily supported ” us; 
we remember instances not 
a few in which they have 
been far more eager to 
clutch at an excuse for 
postponing any practical 
measure than to press for its 
accomplishment; We re
member how little they did 
to press for time for the 
Conciliation Bill last session 
and the session before, and 
we could not help smiling 
when they discovered at the 
very end of 1911 that they 
always had liked the Con
ciliation Bill, and thought 
the country was ripe for it— 
now that some of the most 
insistent of those in power 

MISS A. MAUDE ROYDEN, 
(Member of the Executive Committees of the N.U.W.S.S. 

and London W.S.S.).

are pressing for something' bigger.
Briefly, the Westminster has thrown over Mr. Asquith (very 

tentatively be it said) and his offer that the matter shall be 
settled by a free vote of the House. They have also incidentally 
thrown over Sir Edward Grey, Mr. Lloyd George, Lord 
Haldane, and all the other suffragist members of the Cabinet, 
who consider- this a fair offer and who have advised suffrage 
societies and women’s Liberal associations to work on the basis 
of this offer. If we were to be guided by the Westminster we 
should have to say that the .Government’s offer was worthless, 
and they hadn’t meant anything by it. We do not say or think 
so, but we do think that the Government has cause to say 

Save us from our friends I ”

The " Monstrous Regiment.”
Suggestions for some way of circumventing the dire results 

of the preponderance of women keep cropping up. Mr. 
Holcombe Ingleby has an ingenious suggestion for deducting 

from the total female vote in any constituency such a proportion 
as would equalise it with the men’s vote. Others have sug
gested that each woman’s vote should count as a fraction of a 
man’s. One proposes that men shall vote at 21 or 25 and 
women at 25 or 30, and yet another that it would be much 
better to refuse the vote to women between the ages of 60 and 
100. There is a good deal more to be said for only giving the 
vote to those who apply to be put on the register than we have 
ever heard said, and we wish someone would arise to defend 
this, which has the advantage of cutting out no class or category 
except those who do not want to vote.

qualified; but this is done,

Honours and Modesty.
The publication of New 

Year “ honours ” for men 
has led to some correspond
ence on the subject of the 
traditional omission of 
women. The Standard of 
December 29th had a very 
sympathetic article. With
out singling out any of the 
gentlemen by name, we are 
sure our readers would have 
no difficulty in finding more 
than one whose work has 
been less beneficent and 
less distinguished than that 
of Miss Emily Davies, Mrs. 
Garrett Anderson, Mrs. 
Fawcett, Mrs. Creighton, 
Mrs. Humphry Ward, Mrs. 
Bramwell Booth, Mrs. 
Sidney Webb, Mrs. Tennant, 
Lady Strachey, Mrs. Henry 
Sidgwick, and Miss Horni- 
man. We say nothing of 
the many able women who, 
in one branch or another of 
the Civil Service, only owe 
the lack of recognition to the 
fact of their sex. Women 
are still excluded by the 
Universities of Oxford and 
Cambridge from the titular 
degrees for which they have 

ostensibly, because these two
Universities dread giving women a voice in the government of 
the Universities. Women are still prevented by men from 
becoming barristers, chartered accountants, and clergymen of 
the Established Church; but this is for comprehensible if 
not entirely cogent reasons. It is more difficult to defend 
the exclusion of women from a list of “honours” on any 
ground of reason, and it is probably merely the survival of the 
old idea of “ modesty ’ ’ which led early Victorians to see some
thing immodest in the publication of a girl’s name as a suc
cessful candidate in an examination (although no one objected 
to the publication of the same girl’s name in a list of marriages) ; 
in a fully-clothed women standing up on a platform to speak 
upon some great subject (although women appeared nightly with 
very inadequate clothing behind the footlights); in the study of 
medicine by women (although nothing was thought of male 
doctors attending upon women). All these ill-assorted notions 
will not sort themselves without a good deal more hard thinking
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than average English men and women really like. “ More 
brain, oh Lord, more brain ! ” cried George Meredith, and we 
echo the cry.

Women in Church Matters.
The position in regard to the women’s vote at the'Representa- 

tive Church Council is this. When the Council was first 
established it was decided, after a considerable contest, to give 
votes to men who had been confirmed and to women who had 
been confirmed and enjoyed the old vestry qualification. The 
reasons why women obtained only this partial qualification was 
twofold. In’the first place there was a strong opposition to 

' giving women votes at all, an opposition led by Lord Hugh 
Cecil, who in regard to the Parliamentary vote is a suffragist, 
and probably nothing more could be done at the time. In the 
second place, there existed an idea that as "only women occupiers 
voted at the old vestries, this was the proper ecclesiastical 
franchise for women. It must, of course, be remembered that 
the Representative Church Council is a highly Tory body, its • 
lay element being largely drawn from the class of deputy 
lieutenants. Under these circumstances, it is satisfactory that 
this Council has submitted to a committee the question of the 
further extension of the female franchise. Perhaps if the powers 
of the Council had been greater than they are women would 
have shown greater interest in the question. So long, however, 
as the English Church is connected with the State, it is only the 
Parliamentary vote that can seriously affect Church matters.

Lady Jersey’s Appeal.
A pearl of wit and wisdom which fell from the lips of Lady 

Jersey on the memorable occasion of the Anti-Suffrage deputation 
to Mr. Asquith is stored up in their Review. We have not seen 
it reported elsewhere, so we we give it to our readers lest they 
should miss it:—" There is one word I may be permitted to say, 
and that is that I hope you will not be afraid of the women. 
What they really like is to be rude; but do not be afraid of them.”

The Antediluvians.
At Lady Haversham’s there was a meeting at which Lord 

Weardale moved the following resolution:—
“ This meeting desires to enter an emphatic protest against the novel 

proposal of including women as Parliamentary voters in the electoral lists 
for the Imperial Parliament, and pledges itself to use every legitimate 
means of opposing such a measure, which has never been submitted either 
to those principally concerned or to the country.”

“ Novel! " Shade of John Stuart Mill! What would these 
people call old ?

What’s in a Name ?
’ The Anti-Suffrage Review for January announces • that a 

Campaign Committee has been formed—a “ compact" and 
energetic committee and that it is arranging meetings to be 
addressed by “ the most notable opponents of women’s suffrage.” 
This is as it should be. We hope these notable opponents will 
really attempt to give some reasons and not confine themselves 
to prophecy and imagination varied by all sorts of question- 
begging phrases. For instance, in a paragraph in the “Notes 
and News ” of this issue the writer alludes to the support which 
Suffragists have secured in the constituencies as being due to 
" hen pecking ”; it is not a pretty phrase and does not reveal a 
very civilised state of mind, but, if the support had been secured 
by anti-suffragists, should we not have found the motive power 
described as holy feminine " influence ” ?

London Police.
We are glad to see that the Executive Committee of the 

London Reform Union is taking up the matter of the control of 
the London police. It is reported that the committee are of 
opinion that the present system by which the ratepayers of 
London are rated heavily for the maintenance of the police force, 
over which they have no direct control, is undemocratic and 
unsatisfactory. They express their belief that the time has 
come when some steps ought to be taken to grant the people of 
London, through their directly elected Councils, a voice in the 
management of the police, such as is enjoyed by the ratepayers 
elsewhere outside the Metropolitan police district.

A resolution was unanimously carried at a meeting on 
December 21st urging the Government to introduce into the 
coming London Government Reform Bill provisions for giving 

the ratepayers a direct share in the management and control of
the police force.

Housing and the Birth-rate.
Mr. Ellis Griffith last week, in advocating a Chair of Housing 

and Town Planning in the University of Wales, gave some 
significant figures. “There has been," Mr. Griffith said, “an 
average increase per year during the last ten years of 50,000, 
and this has not been accompanied by any equivalent increase 
of accommodation. The general death-rate is higher than that 
of England. There is also the startling fact that in rural Wales 
the death-rate from certain diseases is higher than in urban 
Wales and much higher than in rural, England. This is 
especially so in relation to women and children, and is largely 
due to bad housing and lack of means and knowledge for its 
improvement.” .

Frankly this means that while women have been doing their 
« duty " in replenishing the race, men have not been doing their 
“duty” in providing decent homes for the mothers and babes. 
Let them turn their minds to that and leave scolding the women.

The Experiences of San Francisco.
We recommend those who are inclined to advocate the notifica- 

tion of venereal disease to read The Shield of January which 
gives a brief account of how a harmless-seeming ordinance 
works in San Francisco. There is nothing in the text of the 
law to discriminate between men and women, but, says The 
Shield, “administrators are apt to follow the line of least 
resistance, and if they do so in this instance they may deal only 
with friendless women of doubtful character and that. means 
Regulation. This is precisely what has happened in San 
Francisco.” How could anyone suppose it would be otherwise? 
Are not many of the men concerned rich and powerful ? Are not 
all the women poor and friendless and outcast ? Are not police, 
doctors and official s nearly all men ? How can anyone with any 
knowledge of human mature be so deluded as to suppose an 
“equal law” would work out “equally " under such conditions?

Canadian Women Farmers.
The women of London (Ontario) have been protesting against 

the Law which prevents women from taking up homesteads 
wherever homesteading tracts are opened up by the Government.

An instance recently occurred in one of the northwest provinces 
illustrating the justice of the change in the law asked for in the 
resolution. A family of eight children, four sons and four 
daughters, were in very moderate circumstances. The four 
sons on attaining the necessary age took up homesteads in a 
new tract of country, which made rapid progress, with the 
result that these four sons are now very wealthy.

The four daughters, because of their sex, were not allowed 
to take up homesteads, and still unmarried, they are in very 
straitened circumstances. ■

The members of the Local Council of Women do not think 
that their sister women who may be inclined to agricultural 
pursuits, should be denied free homestead privileges merely 
because they are women. In recent years more and more 
women have been turning their attention to the various branches 
of farming. A former London lady, Miss Jean. Laidlaw, is 
now conducting an extensive farm in the Northwest.

Miss I. O. Ford and the National Union.
We hear that Miss I. O. Ford has consented to stand again 

for election to the Executive of the National Union. It will be 
remembered that after her long illness Miss Ford did not stand 
last year, because with limited strength she felt her work in 
the West Riding had first claim upon her. We have all been 
glad to welcome her back to health and beneficent work.

Our Portrait.
We could ill spare Miss Royden this autumn, and some of 

us have felt quite unkindly towards America for borrowing one 
of our most eloquent and witty speakers and writers and one of 
the most rapid workers it has ever been our privilege to marvel 
at. Miss Royden is now again, in England and she brings with 
her a message from Philadelphia. At a recent meeting there 
of the Equal Suffrage League a man rose after a speech by her, 
in which she had explained the objects and methods of the National 
Union, to say he believed the audience would like to send a 
message to those in England who were going to win the women s 
cause by their splendid fight. The whole audience rose to pass 
this resolution.

The A.B.C. of Womens Suffrage.
This Year in Parliament.

A good many people seem to be still a little vague 
about the way in which the question of women’s 
suffrage will come before Parliament this year, 
and we will therefore explain how the proposals 
made by the Government can be worked out. 
There are now two ways in which the question can 
be brought forward. There is, first, the

conciliation bill
in the form in which it was introduced in 1911, 
when it passed its second reading by a majority 
of 167. It was not allowed at that time to go any 
further, but Mr. Asquith promised Lord Lytton' 
that in 1912 it should be given a second reading, 
even if there were no luck in the ballot, and should 
then be given a week or as much more as was neces
sary to pass its remaining stages in the House of 
Commons. 1 This

PLEDGE REMAINS,
and we have not abandoned it. What exactly 
■does it mean ? A private member’s bill is one that 
is not introduced by the Government, and the 
■Conciliation Bill is such a measure. In the ordinary 
course of events, such a bill can only be introduced 
by the member in charge of it winning a favourable 
place in the ballot which takes place at the beginning 
of each session; we have secured the promises of 
over forty members that they will ballot for the 
Conciliation Bill, but eyen so we might have bad 
luck and get no place, or one so low down as to be 
useless. In view of the fact that women’s suffrage 
bills have seven times passed second reading, 
Mr. Asquith has admitted that we are entitled to 
something better than luck, and has promised we 
shall have a place in the programme' of the session 
whatever happens. The Conciliation Bill will cer
tainly be introduced and pass its

FIRST READING,
which is a formal stage upon which no debate is 
anticipated. The next stage, of which we are also 
assured, is

second reading, 
and it seems likely that one day will be enough for 
this, since in 1910 two days were given to such 
a debate, and all the leading men spoke on both 
sides. Now follows what is known as

committee stage, 
when the bill is discussed in detail, and is open to 
amendments. No. women’s suffrage bill has ever 
passed the committee stage for the simple reason 
that governments have always refused time for this 
stage, therefore it is not easy to say how long it 
should take. But with determined and unscrupulous 
opponents in the House, it is always possible to 
invent ways of wasting time, and unless there were 
some security, either in extension of time or in the 
use of some form of closure, that such waste would 
not be allowed, the " elastic week " as it has been 
called, would soon be gone and the bill would still 
not have] emerged from committee. But Sir

Edward Grey, in a speech at the National Liberal 
Club, made it clear that he would not tolerate such 
wanton waste of time, and the " elastic week" 
should result in the bill passing committee. The 
next process is what is known as the

REPORT STAGE, 
when the bill as amended in committee. is con- , 
sidered and the amendments confirmed or rejected. 
Finally comes the

THIRD READING, 
when the bill as amended is either passed or rejected.
It is clear that if those who desire to defeat the bill 
succeed in " amending" it during committee or 
report in a sense contrary to the will of the majority 
of the House, the bill would be lost on third reading. 
Much of our work last session was directed to explain
ing that anti-suffragists like Mr. F. E. Smith might 
vote for a widening amendment such as was really 
desired by Mr. Henderson, so that this amendment 
might actually pass although many suffragists did 
not like it, but when it came to the third reading, 
all the anti-suffragists would vote against the bill 
as well as the suffragists who did not like the amend
ment, and so the bill might be wrecked. This is 
what we meant by “ wrecking amendments.”

With the third readsug a bill is finished in the 
House of Commons, and goes up to the

HOUSE OF L0RDS,
which may amend or reject it. If it is amended, it 
comes down again to the Commons to have the 
amendments considered, and if they are accepted 
the Bill receives the

royal assent
and becomes an Act. It is quite possible to insert 
a clause in a bill stating that it shall not become 
operative until a certain time, and it had been 
suggested that a clause should be added to the 
Conciliation Bill saysug it should not become opera
tive until the next General Election.

But now we know that the Conciliation Bill is 
not our only opportunity. The Government has 
pledged itself to bring in a

■ REFORM BILL 6)
in 1912. • This bill, as at present projected, merely 
alters the qualification for men voters. It would, 
like other Government bills, pass first and second 
readings and not till the committee stage is reached 
could any amendments be moved. No one can 
foretell the exact order of events, but it seems 
probable that the Reform Bill will not come on till 
the session is well advanced, and it may well happen 
that the second reading of the Conciliation Bill 
may take place before the Reform Bill gets into 
committee. It should be the object of suffragists 
to secure as big a

MAJORITY FOR THE SECOND READING 
of the Conciliation Bill as possible, as a demonstra
tion of principle. Then, probably, will come com
mittee stage of the Reform Bill and at this stage the 
women’s suffrage amendments can be moved. Next 
week we will deal with procedure on the Reform Bill.
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Domestic Service.
For months past our correspondence columns have shown 

how widespread is the interest in this subject. Innumerable 
jokes, good, bad, and indifferent, have been made—not in 
these columns—about the fact that women (whether employers 
or employed) are much addicted to discussing “the servant 
problem." It is probably good for us all to be laughed at 
now and again; it prevents us from losing all sense of pro
portion. But is there anything essentially ludicrous in the 
fact that servants are intensely interested in the conditions 
of service? They condition their lives. Or that employers 
are very much concerned with the terms of employment? 
Theirs is a great responsibility. The trouble, as we see 
it, is that generally the subject is not frankly and dispassion
ately discussed between employers and employed. No one 
denies that there is a “ servant problem ” of much complexity, 
nor even that it is a fairly old one; but there is an unfortunate 
tendency for each side to the bargain to see the conditions on 
her own side with such dazzling clearness that she fails to see 
those on the other side.

The problems of domestic service are to a large extent the 
problems of all unorganised labour—but with this enormous 
advantage over so much other unorganised labour, that the 
demand for it is in excess of the supply. To this difficulty of 
the disorganisation of domestic labour is added another great 
complication, that of the movement for the enfranchisement of. 
women, and it is curious to notice how many women who see 
the need for political enfranchisement do not extend their sym
pathy to this deeper and more elementary need for social and 
domestic enfranchisement. As long as it was the understood 
and accepted thing that all women lived in subjection and pro
tected (at least in theory) by the home, the ferment of revolt 
worked indeed among women in all classes, but it was most 
articulate in the more fortunate. But if you come to examine 
it, the revolt is in essence the same in all classes. Women 
whose suffragism is a much bigger thing than the demand for a 
political weapon merely ought to be able to see that there is 
something respectable, something even noble and radical in the 
aspiration for freedom in service; it is this aspiration which 
appears to us to be least understood and most misrepresented, 
and it is the “ living-in ” system which makes reform most 
difficult.

On the one hand, we see that the material conditions of 
domestic service are generally better than the conditions under 
which other women work for wage; wages are higher and 
board and lodgings are better; employment is regular, and 
when a women is too old for regular employment she can, at 
least in towns, get as much casual work as she has strength 
for, provided she is a trustworthy and competent worker. In 
addition, the closeness of the relationship between employer and

employed makes it certain that an immense amount of kindness- 
and service, for which no money is given or required, will be 
rendered on both sides by those whose natures are capable of 
kindly offices, and these are, happily, not few. When employ
ment is divorced from human relations, as it largely is in factory 
work, all these flowers of life are as surely crushed out as the 
pretty weeds which our town pavements have destroyed. The 
affectionate tending of a sick servant by her employer, the inex
pressible devotion of a nursemaid to her adopted child, the 
loyalty and solidarity that may and does sometimes exist 
between all the women in a household, whether employers or 
employed, are all precious human manifestations which,could, 
be replaced by nothing else.

But one cannot help seeing that this very closeness of relation
ship may itself, unless disciplined, lead to all the grievances under 
a sense of which servants labour. The immense majority of 
servants live as well as work in another woman's house, they 
are subject to her rules of life, they are judged by her standard 
of taste and morality; they are compelled to associate at bed and 
board with fellow-servants not of their own choosing, and, even 
if they are free to go out very often, the conditions of their 
service make it almost impossible to use their leisure at home 
in any way they wish. In many places the hours of actual hard 
labour, especially for general servants in large, poor families 
and boarding and lodging house and for under servants in large 
houses (“tweenies ” or scullery maids) are excessively long, but 
even where the actual work is not over hard, the sense of being 
“ tied to a bell ” embitters what might quite well be real leisure 
for personal work or play.

We have a strong belief that the agencies which have been 
so effective in raising the status of the nursing profession would 
be equally strong in raising that of the domestic worker and in 
so doing add to the well-being of the employer as well as the 
employed. These agencies are mainly two: organisation 
and training. There are sentimentalists who opposed the 
work of Florence Nightingale and to whom it seemed 
more " womanly ”, to smooth pillows ■ and be gracefully 
inefficient than to know your business thoroughly and require 
decent conditions under which to carry it out. There are 
thousands of women now of the employing class who look with 
apprehension to any raising of the status of domestic workers 
and who regard their organisation as the road to ruin. We 
believe them to be profoundly mistaken. A well-managed 
union which should combine the functions of Employment 
Bureau and Character Register (both of servants and employers), 
the training and certification of servants of various grades, 
insurance of sorts, social clubs and out-of-work lodgings, would 
be the most tremendous advantage to servants and therefore to 
all employers. The numbers of domestic servants exceed the 
numbers in any other wage-earning employment. Is it not worth 
while to get to the roots of their discontent and remove it ?

We regard domestic work as perhaps the most entirely satis
factory, because the most undoubtedly necessary of all manual 
work. We have no sympathy at all with those who say that 
it is peculiarly hard or revolting or monotonous. If employ- 
ments were free to women we should probably hear less of this 
sort of talk, for women who were better fitted for non-domestic 
work would do it and leave domestic work to those who liked 
it. Under rational conditions and if the social status were 
raised, we believe that many women of the middle class would 
earn better wages and live happier lives at domestic work than 
at much dreary office and shop work.

We hear that the work is “ monotonous ” ; it is not so much 
the work, it is that you never get right away from it; it is the 
dreadful indeterminateness of the demands made by it, so that 
you never feel “ free.” We regard this as perhaps the most 
fundamental of all the objections, and we admit that, except in 
large houses where there is ample room for servants, it will 
always exist with the living-in system. Still, we can see no 
reason why it should not be mitigated by the establishment of 
certain well-recognised rules which could be adopted by all 
unionists; nurses, the need for whose services is far more urgent 
than that for servants, are given a certain time for work, for 
sleep, and for exercise, and we all know this may be interpreted 
with reasonable elasticity, while at the same time the existence 
of such an understanding does make employers more conscious, 
when they ask more than they are entitled to.

In towns, we believe the solution lies largely in the direction 
of a great extension of day labour. With the establishment of 
better training and more complete registration, the status of 
domestic servants would be raised, so that a superior type of 
woman would engage in work which really requires a fine type 
the improvement in housing and labour-saving devices will 
make it possible for people to get on with less continuous 
attendance, and we should regard it as a wholesome discipline; 

for healthy men and women to live for some hours of the 
twenty-four without feeling- that they have a fellow human 
attached to the bells in all their rooms. Competent women will 
contentedly give a hard day’s work if they can have their private 
lives to live as well. For those who live in, definite hours of 
work should also be the rule, and it would be possible in towns 
to arrange for social clubs, provided the servants themselves 
will divest themselves of the appalling snobbery which 
devastates their ranks. In houses where only one servant is 
kept, it is often very difficult for the servant to do anything she 
would really like to do in her time “off,” because if her 
mistress has to replace her in the kitchen, she cannot well 
receive her friends at the same time j she can sometimes do sew- 
ing, reading, or writing in her bedroom, but social intercourse 
is a necessity which no one thinks of denying to the employing 
•class, while it is made very difficult and very dangerous for the 
employed.

To be a whole human being it is necessary to have some 
freedom of action and intercourse; it is this great craving which 
we believe to be at th,e back of all the unrest and all the com
plaints, however ill-expressed 'and clouded with anger. It is our 
great hope that educated women, who are mostly in the position 
of employers, will co-operate with the employed to ensure the 
organisation and training without which they will neither attain 
nor merit freedom. Chafing and raging and recrimination are 
•futile and fruitless. Domestic servants are in a remarkably 
strong position; their services are indispensable; let them com- 
bine to offer good work and demand good conditions, and they 
will raise not only their employment, but millions of their fellow- 
women. If the agitation about the Insurance Bill has the result 
of bringing about such combination, it may be that the indirect 
•efforts will be even greater than the direct.

A Married Working Woman.
A TRUE STORY.

In one of the “ Five Towns,” a portion of England made 
familiar to book lovers by Arnold Bennett, is a long street. 
Every house in that long street is just like every other house. 
And the next street is like this; and so is the one after that. 
Nearly every street in the town is like it, and so are most of the 
streets in the other four towns. And as the towns merge into 
■each other without a break for nearly seven miles in length, the 
general effect of dreariness and monotony is not lost for want 
of iteration.

Mrs. Evans is not conscious of her, surroundings as con
stituting a grievance, however, for her mind is constantly 
occupied with weightier matters.

It was February, and a cold rain penetrated through her thin 
jacket, and through her still thinner shoes, as she hurried to 
the “ pot-bank ” to begin her day’s work.

Her meditations are nearly always on one theme; and that 
is, how to" keep a roof over the children's heads,” and to 
get them enough to eat day by day, without the help of the 
“parish,’? which is the deepest disgrace she knows. Was it 
only thirteen years-—it seemed a hundred !—since that good
looking lad, Bill Evans, came a-courting her? Ah! he was 
different then from the husband of later years. But conscience 
pricked. Was he so different? ~ Was he not, even then, 
notorious for losing jobs? True, he had always had a satisfac
tory reason, which she, poor fool, had believed then, before she 
knew any better! He “could not stand the foreman,” or 
somebody had wanted to “ put on him,” and they would find 
"‘Bill Evans didn’t take things lying down.” They did, and 
the result- was that eventually nobody would give him a job, 
which he took as a special distinction, and quite sufficient 
reason for loafing about, expatiating on his martyrdom to 
anyone who would listen, whilst she went to work. He had 
always liked “ a glass,” and, of course, when he had nothing 
to do, he got into “ bad company,” and liked more than one 
glass. Those were dreadful days !

Her mother minded her babies (she has three, and five in the 
churchyard), and at this time she had nearly all her meals 
at her parents’. But even so, they had got into debt, and the 
landlord had “ sold them up,” and she had seen all her little 
household gods knocked down at auction. Then they had all 
come to live with her parents. And there were continual 
“rows.” For her father was in the habit of " speaking his 
mind ” to his son-in-law; and the latter considered himself a 
much injured individual in having to " pig among this lot,” as 
he put it,

. This horrible life lasted two or three years, and then Bill took 
himself off. He had gone off several times, threatening never

to come back. He knew she was “ soft ” where he was con
cerned, and that he could make her squirm with a threat 
of leaving her—in those days 1 But this time he really went; 
and for a time they were quite comfortable, with her father’s, 
her brother's, and her own wage. Then her father fell ill, six 
years ago now, and the doctor ordered him to the workhouse 
infirmary. This was a staggering blow, but owing to the 
demands of herself and others on them, the old folks had not been 
able to save, and they had to submit. Her father died—at the 
workhouse! Her mother had “ never looked up properly 
since,” and the disgrace was a bitter pill. Later Bill turned 
up, and said he was going to turn over a hew leaf. Mrs. 
Evans’ brother, aged fifteen, asked her why she had not shown 
him the door, and told her that if she was going to “ take up 
with that wastrel again,” he (her brother) was “ cutting off.” 
But her mother had an old-fashioned idea that the house and 
all its contents belonged to the man of the family by natural 
right, and told her she’d have to put up with him—she’d 
‘ ‘ made her bed, and must lie on it! ”

Mrs. Evans herself is a more modern product than this, and 
has a sneaking idea that if she had had “ the pluck of a 
mouse,” she could have “ sent him off with a flea in his ear.” 
But she never had any pluck where Bill was concerned ! And 
he had said that he was different .now, and it was such a hard 
job to keep them all now father was gone !

Alas! for her hopes. Bill stayed a few weeks, and actu
ally got a job, and brought her a week’s wages. Then one 
night he dropped across an old pal, who “ treated ” him. Next 
morning he was too “ tired ” to go to work. Tired men not 
being in request, his name was “ Walker ” again. For a few 
months he hung about and did a few odd jobs; and sponged on 
her, and on her brother, the only other bread-winner in the 
family. Then one day her mother told him he’d “ have to stir 
up a bit, for Mary (Mrs. Evans) was going to have another, and 
if he didn’t do something she’d have to go to the workhouse 
to be confined, and they’d be lucky if they didn’t all have to go, 
for goodness knew what was to become of them without her 
wages! "

So Bill made himself scarce again, and from that day to this 
they have never “ seen top nor tail of him.”

They got through somehow! One after another of the 
household gods had found its way to “ uncle’s,” and that they 
escaped the help of the hated “ parish ” is a source of con
tinuous satisfaction.

Now both brothers were working, and with Mrs. Evans' 
wages averaging from ten shillings to twelve and sixpence a 
week, they were quite respectably well off—till that February 
day which had so much to add to their tale of experience.

Mrs. Evans, in order to earn her twelve and sixpence a 
week, worked in one of the dangerous processes of pottery 
manufacture. Many are the processes through which those 
articles of daily use have to pass between the conditions ante- 
cedent to the “clay ” stage, and the highly glazed and polished 
stage in which they reach the homes and institutions of the 
homeland and the lands beyond the seas. But Mrs. Evans 
got them when they left the dipper, who is usually a man. in 
the “biscuit" stage they are brought to him, and with practised 
rapidity he dips them into a tub containing a mixture in which 
is a percentage of lead. A girl takes them from him; then Mrs. 
Evans and her work-fellows get them and clean them with a 
sponge ready for the oven. All the workers in that “ dipping 
house ” have more or less knowledge that they are risking 
health and, perhaps, life itself, whilst they handle the articles 
dipped into that deadly tub; but the knowledge causes them 
little alarm, and they take their chances just as stoically as does 
the engine-driver, the miner, or the expectant mother. This 
particular day was inspection day, and Mrs. Evans presented 
herself, with others, to the certifying surgeon for another 
guarantee of fitness to encounter the daily risk. She dreaded 
this ordeal, for sometimes the doctor asked awkward questions, 
and she was “afraid to death ” that he would find out that she 
often felt “bad,” and would be thinking that she would be better 
.“ out of the lead.” ■ Y

But that morning she " passed ” once more, and assured 
herself, with a sigh of relief, that she was safe for another 
month.

She hurried home through the rain and cold wind for her 
dinner of bacon and potatoes and a cup of tea'. When you feel 
“bad ” there’s nothing like a cup of tea to make you feel " puit" 
(lively) again. She dried her two-and-elevenpenny halfpenny 
shoes and her thin cotton stockings whilst taking her dinner, 
and was just raising the cup to her mouth when—crash! went 
the cup, and the tea all over her skirt. They were all startled, 
and her mother rated her for her carelessness, and reminded 
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her that she had “done that same trick pretty often lately, and 
pots cost money! ” But Mrs. Evans did not let her mother see 
her face at this moment, and was glad that she (her mother) 
had no practical experience of “wrist-drop.” So she bent down 

f to pick up the pieces, and by the time they were carried out she 
was able to smile at her own stupidity, and to agree with her 
mother that she did not deserve more tea.

But on the way back to work, out of observation range, her 
K face took on an air of gravity, and her eyes had a haunted look.

Her thoughts took a shape which made every sensitive nerve 
quiver, and she shrank shuddering from a prospect which her 
fears opened out as ominously imminent.

Surely it could not be 1 Might she not, then, even be 
allowed to work for her children? No thought of the 

‘personal bodily suffering in store for her crossed her 
mind. But the children! And her poor mother! Would it have 
to be the hated workhouse for them all, after all? After all 

: their struggles; and after having kept clear of the “ parish" 
—except for poor father (ah! what a sting that is!).

She donned overall and respirator, and worked steadily for 
I an hour, when—-whatever was the ghastly pain which------1 

Thought and speech fled before the monster which gripped her 
vitals, and she swooned. When she “came to ” she was in a 

. cab with two fellow workwomen, who were watching her with 
L anxious, compassionate eyes.

Poor old mother! Her eyes had not yet wept tears enough, 
! and there was another burden to lay on her frail shoulders. But 
f the women were full of the milk of human kindness, and they 
| helped Mrs. Evans on to the “squab” (a rough kind of sofa 

bed); one ran for the doctor, and the other helped the old 
mother to rub the seat of the pain with turpentine.

The agony of lead colic defies description, and we will draw 
a veil over the sufferings of the next hour or two; till the 

i “ doctor’s stuff ” began to take effect.
The neighbours came in to proffer sympathy and help to Mrs. 

| Evans' mother after the workmates left. They were all sorry; 
but work was waiting at the “pot-bank,” and every minute 

' spent away from it meant less of the necessaries of life at the 
week-end. They knew lead poisoning is usually a long business; 
but they did not remind Mrs. Evans or her mother of this. 
Instead they bade them " look on the bright side," and remember 
that there would be half-wages as compensation.

* * * * * * * «
Mrs. Evans had to manage on half-wages over a year. But 

| they did not have to call in the help of the “parish.” To the 
end of her life she will suffer the effects of that year’s illness. 
But she is deeply thankful to be able, in spite of her disability, 
to earn ten shillings a week at another branch of pottery 

I manufacture.
| The country which can produce such heroic material is 

fortunate. But is it wise to use it so wastefully, to hold it so 
f cheaply? Would it not be better for our race to take better 

care of our women and children ? It is the pride and boast of 
man, the law maker, that He protects the weak and helpless. 
Does he, whilst such lives as Mrs. Evans’ are common as 

■ grass?
Woman is the natural protector, the natural race-builder. 

Not till she takes up her nature task shall we cease to maintain 
conditions of life which wring our hearts and sear our can- 
sciences. ADA Nield Chew.

The Economic Position of Married 
Women.

In writing recently of the proposed “Norwegian Amend
ment . to the Reform Bill, I spoke of it as recognising and 
establishing for the first time in our franchise laws the truth 
that the status of a married woman is in reality and in equity 
that of a joint-householder, even when the house is taken in the 
husband’s name and the rent and rates paid out of his wages. 
I do not suppose that many Suffragists will deny this truth, but 
cur opponents and critics may question it, and it is therefore 
desirable that we should all be quite clear as to the arguments 
on which it rests.

Even by popular sentiment and popular phraseology it is 
admitted that the average household is as dependent on, and 
owes as much to, the wife as the husband. She is the “house- 
keeper,” the “housewife.” It is she who " makes the home " 
and "keeps the home together ” for husband and sons. “What 
is ’ome without a mother? ” is a favourite pot-house sentiment. 
The anti-Suffragist grows unctuous upon the subject of the 
sacred, all-absorbing duties of the wife and mother, but has 

never yet been heard to declare that “Man’s sphere is the 
Home.”

In spite of these platitudes, most Britons are so accustomed 
to regarding the payment of money as the supreme proof of 
ownership and conferrer of rights that, because the normal 
household is maintained out of the husband's earnings, they 
regard him without question as “the householder,” and reckon, 
the non-wage earning wife as well as the children as his. 
dependents. It therefore seems quite natural , to them that 
under a franchise based on occupation or ratepaying the husband 
alone should be the voter. Just in the same way it seems to 
many, if not to most, Britons self-evident that, in the event of 
any conflict of opinion between- parents as to the up-bringing of 
their children, the will of the father ought to prevail, because 
he pays the whole cost of their maintenance, while the mother 
merely risks her life in giving them birth and devotes her whole 
existence to them.

It is, therefore, important to meet our countrymen on their 
own ground by showing them that, even, from an economic point 
of view, a married woman has a claim to be regarded as a 
joint-householder with her husband, because his wages out of 
which he pays the rent are really hers as well. This is a new 
idea to many people, but I think that a little reflection will 
convince them that it is really a necessary conclusion from facts 
that are indisputable. Society has to provide somehow for, the 
continuance of its own existence by the bearing and rearing of 
fresh generations. Under our complicated social system it does 
this, not by maintaining the mothers or paying them directly 
for their services, but by remunerating' the services of the adult 
male worker to the industrial community upon a scale based 
not on his requirements as an individual, but on the assumption 
that he is a husband and father with a wife and family to keep. 
The cost of doing so forms part of the cost of production of the 
commodities manufactured or services performed by male 
workers, and comes eventually out of the pockets of the public 
as consumers. At this point in the argument someone unversed 
in industrial matters usually exclaims : " But an employer doesn’t 
ask a man whether he is married or single before he fixes his 
wages. He pays him for the value of his work according to 
the standard of wages customary in the trade. ” Quite so ; but 
the standard of wages in the trade is determined partly by the 
standard of living, or as I prefer to call it the standard of 
expectation, habitual among the majority of workers in the 
trade, and the standard of expectation in the case of male workers 
is based not on the requirements of an individual, but on those 
of a family. “The permanent remuneration of the labourers," 
says Mill, “ essentially, depends on what we have called their 
habitual standard—the extent of the requirements which, as a 
class, they insist on satisfying before they choose to have 
children.” More recent writers, while differing in their explana
tion of its mode of action, lay ever increasing stress upon the 
importance of a high standard of comfort, crystallised into and 
made explicit by a high standard rate as the bulwark of the 
worker against the lowering of his wage; while it is assumed, 
as a matter of course, that the requirements of the male worker 
include the power to provide for wife and children. This claim 
is, in fact, generally recognised by public opinion, by industrial 
practice, and by law. Public opinion admits it : If goods 
porters on railways are found to be getting only 18s. a week, 
the cry is not “ a man cannot live on that,” .but “ he cannot 
keep a wife and family on that.” Industrial practice concedes 
it: In most, if not all, occupations, unless the competition of 
female or juvenile labour has pulled down wages, men in full 
employment do, in fact, earn enough to bring up a family—not 
perhaps as they ought to be brought up, but without con
spicuous violation of the worker’s own standard. The law 
assumes it: The Poor Law postulates that an able-bodied man 
should be able to earn enough to keep his family, and, if he 
fails and comes to it for help, penalises him by offering him 
“ the House.”

This assumption is, in fact, the basis of our present social' 
system. No one supposes that it works altogether satisfactorily 
but, if it broke down altogether, a reconstruction would have to 
be made, and the community would have to take upon itself the 
cost of rearing fresh generations. This would involve a direct 
payment to the mother during the years of childbearing, or until 
the adolescence of the children. This proposal, crudely pre
sented as the “ payment of motherhood,” offends many people, 
and merely to mention it generally means pulling the cord of 
a showerbath of sentiment about the outrage on the sacredness 
of motherhood involved in the idea of payment. The same kind 
of sentiment has been at different periods evoked by the idea 
of a paid ministry of religion or priesthood, but, except in the 
Society of Friends,. it has been allayed by general recognition 
of the necessities of the case, helped by St. Paul’s sensible 

reminder that the labourer is worthy of his hire. Like priests 
and parsons, mothers have to live, but in their case economic 
and social forces have worked out a solution satisfactory alike 
to masculine sentiment and to masculine love of power, in the 
system which makes society’s payment of maternity, not to the 
mother herself, but to every adult male worker as a hypothetical 
husband. From the woman’s point of view, the disadvantage of 
this indirect arrangement is that it allows the unthinking 
portion of the public (which in this connection is nearly the 
whole) to ignore the economic effect of the family’s needs upon 
the man’s wage altogether, and to suppose that he supports 
wife and children out of money earned solely and in respect of 
his own exertions.

To this delusion Suffragists have, I fear, often contributed by 
their advocacy of the doctrine of “ equal wages for equal work ” 
as between men and women. Mrs. Fawcett has warned us of 
the difficulties and dangers of this doctrine. It is quite true as 
is so often pointed out that a very large proportion of women 
workers have to contribute to the keep of other besides them- 
selves, and no doubt this fact by influencing their standard of 
expectation exerts some upward pull upon the rate of women’s 
wages. But, first, the effect is to a great extent counteracted by 
the downward pull exerted by those women workers who are 
subsidised by their fathers, husbands, the Poor Law or Charity 
and so are content with even less than an individual subsistence 
rate of wages. Secondly, I doubt if the family claims of most 
women workers are equal to those of a man with the average 
family of a wife and three children to keep.

It is obviously impossible in the course of a short article to 
develop and defend these points in full. I must content myself 
by saying that under present social conditions the doctrine of 
“ equal wages for equal work ” seems to me not only economically 
impracticable but anti-feminist in its tendency.

Those who assert it are making common cause with the 
enemy; first, by ignoring the married woman’s claim to a portion 
of her husband’s higher wage, which is higher on the assumption 
of her existence; and, secondly, by playing into the hands of 
the male trades unionist, who knows well that the victory of 
the principle would mean the ousting of women altogether from 
many occupations in which they now make a tolerably good 
living. If “payment of maternity,” and of the other parts of the 
cost of rearing fresh generations by the State, ever becomes an 
accomplished fact, then will be the time for claiming “equal 
wages for equal work.” In the meantime there is plenty to be 
done in securing for the woman worker a wage adequate to the 
requirements of healthy individual subsistence, and for the 
married woman her right to maintenance for herself and her 
children out of her husband’s wages. E. F. Rathbone.

[We publish Miss Rathbone’s interesting article not as authori
tative but because it is a clear and reasoned statement of a view 
generally very ill-expressed and more usual perhaps among anti- 
suffragists than suffragists.—-ED. “The Common Cause.”]

Idols of the Mind.
Roger Bacon, centuries ago, indicated the mental obstacles 

that beset truth. Francis Bacon elaborated his namesake’s 
theories, and described these obstacles as the idols of the mind. 
He divided them into four classes : those of the Tribe, the Cave, 
the Market Place, and the Theatre. He says: “There is a 
great difference between the idols of the human mind and the 
ideas of the Divine.” The ideas of the Divine represent Truth, 
the idols of the human mind represent what human beings 
imagine truth to be. By systems of philosophy man attempts 
to approximate human understanding to the Divine conception, 
but he is confronted with difficulties, due, naturally enough, to 
human limitations.

First, the idols of the Tribe beset him, those common human 
prejudices that prompt him to reject what lies beyond his imme
diate vision, while passions play upon him and distort even 
things seen and known. These idols have much to do with the 
difficulties of the Women’s Suffrage agitation, indeed with the 
whole feminist movement from its very beginnings. A. hundred 
years ago women were not adequately educated. Their demand 
for education was resented. Why should they want what they 
never had ? As J. S. Mill says : “ Custom is not only a second 
nature, but is continually mistaken for the first. The effect of 
custom, in preventing any misgiving respecting the rules of 
conduct which mankind impose on one another, is all the more 
complete because the subject is one on which it is not generally 
considered necessary that reasons should be given.” Never- 
theless, men a hundred years ago did give a reason for their 
objection to woman’s education. In fact, they gave many 
reasons, but the principal objection was this:—" Woman had

no intelligence worthy of education.” Women’s intelligence i 
was undoubtedly stunted, but deliberately to stunt it, and excuse 
the stunting by the fact that it was stunted, was giving an effect 
for a cause. Men also added, perhaps with some misgiving as 
to the fairness of their first excuse, perhaps, and this is more 
likely, to soften the blow to feminine vanity, that woman’s 
ignorance was so much more beautiful and valuable than any 
knowledge could be. Sydney Smith, one of the’first champions 
of woman’s right to be educated, said about this : “ We are 
quite astonished in hearing men converse on such subjects, to 
find them attributing such beautiful effects to ignorance. It 
would appear from the tenor of such objections, that ignorance 
had been the great civiliser of the world. Women are delicate 
and refined, only because they are ignorant-—they manage their 
households, only because they are ignorant—they attend to 
their children, only because they know no better. Now, we 
must really confess, we had all our lives been so ignorant as not 
to know the value of ignorance.”

To-day history repeats itself : women want the vote, and the 
question is, how can they think they ought to have what they 
have never had? If they have never voted in the past, it must 
be because they are mentally incapable of it. And how much 
more beautiful womanhood is without it, and how much more 
valuable on a pedestal above politics—although with the possi
bility of being knocked off that pedestal and trampled upon by 
our legislative juggernaut. These are some of the idols of the 
Tribe, worshipped as fetishes of amazing significance.

The idols of the Cave are the false notions of particular 
individuals, varying according to their particular education, 
habits, and tastes. Here the wish is the father of the false 
notion. We believe the things that clash least with our own 
private standards, with our own mental, physical, and social 
comfort. These idols are essentially elusive and difficult to 
track. Hindoos, they say, have over three hundred million 
deities in their Pantheon. The idols of the Cave, to which we 
all do puja, are infinite in number. Most of us will satisfy a 
whole array of petty considerations before embarking on the 
support of a newly-acquired principle. -

The idols of the Market Place are perhaps the basest of all. 
The idols of the Tribe owe their origin to human limitation and 
human stupidity : those of the Market Place owe theirs often to 
base passions, to the cult of the ignoble, to the fictions, more or 
less deliberate, of self-interest. Things acquire a spurious 
value : we rate them at this extrinsic rather than at their 
intrinsic value. We value what others value, even in defiance 
of the teaching of our own religion, and in opposition to the 
promptings of good sense. We worship money, for instance, 
though we know that few attitudes of mind could be more un- 
Christian and more unmoral. In these cases “ The ill and unfit 
choice of words," says Bacon, “ wonderfully obstructs the 
understanding. ‘ ‘ Words, as we know, are to mental inter- 
< ourse what money is to commerce. Yet in spite of the import
ance of words, we come across such anomalies as this . the 
offices of the Church are called the “service” of God, as if 
Christian service were something apart from every day life.

Sometimes the noblest principles are branded with an appear- 
ance of wrong. Perhaps no enemies of the Suffrage ever did 
the cause so much harm as those who called it “ unsexed ” and 
“ unwomanly.” It might be supposed that the women who 
cared for morality--whose hearts bled for their fallen and 
sweated sisters—would be called “womanly,” and the women 
who stood in the way of the womanly movement the unsexed. 
Instead the fiat of the market place went forth and branded 
the cause of the women as one to be avoided by all right 
thinking, which often means unthinking, people.

The idols of the Theatre one might expect to be the most 
formidable of any. This harking back to authority strengthens 
bigotry and prejudice, and it frightens the timid. Fortunately 
for the Suffrage movement, it has from its very modern nature, 
little recognised authority against it.

Times change and circumstances alter cases. These are 
truisms, but it is amazing how little people realise them. The 
invention of big guns revolutionised warfare and made brilliant 
uniform suicidal. Yet no one seemed to realise this till 
hundreds of lives had been lost to the nation, a sorry illustra
tion of the fact that if we do not march with the times the 
times will march without us and disaster overtake-us. Yet if 
a prophet arise to point out that an institution has had its 
foundations swept away by the current of time, he is likely to be 
morally stoned as a disturber of the peace. .

Of course, it is largely indolence and apathy that makes for 
the unpopularity of new schemes, but there is also another 
influence at work. It is not only the mental wrench that we 
object to, but our occupations and our livelihood may be 
involved in the old regime. Personal interest creeps in, and 
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again, that noble and implacable enemy of justice—esprit de 
corps. We fight in our country’s quarrels, just or unjust. In 
the Women’s Suffrage question esprit de sexe is a puzzling 
element. Good men resent attacks on bad men, and many 

Suffragists become nobly unjust in their championships of women. 
We are apt to tar all men with the same brush, we get tarred 
equally indiscriminately. . ;. 1 .

If we want to convince people of the justice of a course, it 
is best to entice them on to virgin ground where there are none 
of the hedges and barriers of prejudice, convention or cant, and 
where there is no danger of putting our foot into other folk’s 
pet flower beds. We must dress up our generalisations in 
unrecognisable garb. the more picturesque the better, the more 
concrete the better. If we storm the citadel of people’s 
prejudices we shall only find a habitation for truth after much 
weary image-breaking,. Logic may be successful, but it often 
fails to drive truth home. There are minds that require more 
than logic, which after all has limitations similar to those of 
the idols of the Tribe. It can only show you the way onwards 
for a few steps, like a lantern that you carry in your hand. 
Many ask for more. They ask for a guiding light far ahead 

•—a glamour in the mystery, an ideal in the sordid darkness, 
poetic revelation in short. In the case of the Suffrage, they 
want to be assured not only of the logical justice of granting 
the vote, but of a genuine desire on the part of women to rise 
on a flood tide of greater things, to which the giving of the 
vote is but a breaking down of a barrier.

L. F. Waring.

The Proposed Reform of the Bankruptcy 
Law.

After mature consideration of many years, the Board of 
Trade has at last discovered that the position of married women 
under the present Bankruptcy Law is unfair to the public, and 
requires amendment by placing them on a footing of equality 
with men. As the law stands, the usual method of making a 
man bankrupt is to sue for debt, recover judgment, and then 
issue a notice (called a bankruptcy notice) founded on the 
judgment, whereby the debtor is required to pay the judgment 
debt within the time named in the notice. If he makes default, 
he commits what is called an “ act of bankruptcy,” and can 
then, .by the presentment of a bankruptcy petition, in due course 
be declared a bankrupt. The judgment must be for a sum of 
at least fifty pounds, but that is another story. The procedure 
is based on the legal notion that the judgment is a personal
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Miss Edith PALLISER (Parliamentary). Hon. Secretary to Press Committee'. Miss EMILY .M. LEAF.

Telegrams: " voiceless, London." Hon. Sec. to Literature Committee: Miss I. B. O'MALLEY. Telephone i960 Victoria.
Offices: Parliament Chambers, Great Smith Street, Westminster, London, S.W.

From Headquarters.
FOURTEEN NEW SOCIETIES.

Since the last meeting of the Executive Committee, no less than 14 new 
Societies have applied for affiliation to the National Union. Their names 
will be submitted to the Executive this week, and will be published in the 
next issue. Fourteen Societies is a good record for the first week in the 
year, and our plan of campaign for the next few months will no doubt 
bring in a great many more.

ORGANISATION.
Organisers will be at work in all t 

North-Eastern.—Miss Gordon.
North-Western.—Mrss NORMA- Smith.
Yorks, N. and E.—Miss ELPHICK.
Yorks, W.—Miss Clarkson.
Midlands, E.—Mrs. RENTON. 
Midlands, W.—MISs MORRISON.

Eastern Counties.—Miss Eva WA

le Federations, as follows :— 
South Wales—Miss WARING. 
Oxford, Berks and Bucks—MISS 

FIELDEN.
West of England—Miss K. M.

Robertson.
Kent—Miss Dutton.

South-Western—Miss G. Davenport.
The Scottish, the Manchester and District, the West Lancashire, West 

Cheshire and N. Wales, and the Surrey, Sussex and Hants Federations 
make their own arrangements for organisers.

Miss Helga Gill is making a tour in Ireland during the month of 
January, and the arrangements for Mrs. Cowmeadow, Miss Sheard, ana 
MissBeaver will be published next week.

ALBERT HALL MEETING.
All efforts must now be concentrated on making the Albert Hall meeting 

on February 23rd a great success. Applications for seats should be sent 
at once to Miss Strachey, The London Society, for W.S., 58, Victoria 
Street, S.W. Those Societies which have not applied for boxes are urged 
to do so at once, as the demand will probably exceed the supply.

K. D. COURTNEY.

judgment against the man, for which as a legal person or entity 
he is fully responsible to the law. But the patchwork legisla
tion which got rid of the old common law theory that a married 
woman had no property, but that it all belonged to her husband, 
produced a curious and anomalous, result. A married woman, 
it was held, could make contracts, for so the statute declared; 
but she contracted not as a “ person ” recognised as such by 
the law, but only as a person created for that purpose by the 
statute, and therefore binding not herself as a person, but only 
the property of which she was possessed separately from her 
husband. When this conclusion was reached, the next step 
followed logically that such a judgment, not being a personal 
judgment, was not one under which she could be made amenable 
to the Bankruptcy Law. The situation was ridiculous, because a 
married woman who carried on a trade separately from her 
husband could be made bankrupt if she committed certain other 
acts of bankruptcy, which she might be astute enough to avoid 
or evade. A creditor’s most powerful weapon was useless in his 
hands when he dealt with Mrs. Smith, but was all effective 
against Mr. Smith. The new bill proposes to put Mrs. Smith 
in the same position as Mr. Smith, and all fair-minded people 
will welcome the reform.

Two further reforms are proposed which continue this policy 
of equalisation. If a married man is declared a bankrupt and 
his estate has to be divided amongst his creditors, his wife can 
receive no dividend on any money she may have lent him, until 
all hie other creditors have been paid in full. This has been the 
law for many years and is a prudent and just provision. The 
converse is now to become law, so that, if a married woman who 
has been engaged in trade becomes bankrupt, her husband will 
receive no dividend on any money he has lent to her until all the 
other creditors have been paid in full. Lastly, Mrs. Smith is to 
cease to have the advantage over Mr. Smith in respect of her 
settled property, if she becomes bankrupt. When Mr. Smith 
becomes bankrupt his trustee acquires and distributes amongst 
the creditors the income of any property which has been settled 
on Mr. Smith and which would have been paid to and used by 
Mr. Smith every year but for the bankruptcy. Now, Mrs. 
Smith, if she engages in trade, will in the same way be deprived 
of such income for the benefit of her creditors. However tightly 
the settlement be drawn, if under it the income must be paid to 
Mrs. Smith, her trustee, if she becomes bankrupt, would step 
in and take the income to distribute amongst her creditors. But 
remember Mrs. Smith can only be made a bankrupt if she ven
tures to engage in business. If she does, it is, of course, only 
fair that she should accept the risks, as she gets the benefit of 
her operations. A. M. Langdon.

Press Department.

A detailed analysis of the attitude throughout the year of even the 
principal papers would be impossible. No regular newspaper reader can 
fail to realise, however, the universal change of tone manifested in the 
treatment of the subject of Women's Suffrage, while the fact that it is now 
almost impossible to pick up any paper without finding some mention of 
the question is in itself a sufficient refutation of the cry of the “ Antis " 
that the " general public is not interested.” The rapidity with which 
Women’s Suffrage, at length given a fair chance, has forced itself to the 
fore in the Press, proves that the demand for Suffrage news and for the 
opportunity of free discussion and ventilation of opinion is commensurate 
with the growth of the movement, and needs only to be organised to be 
effective. 1 1 . ir

Now that the worst times are over, it is interesting to look back on the 
early days of last year and compare the difficulty then experienced of 
persuading the papers to risk burning their fingers by taking Suffrage 
news, with the anxiety of the reporters who collected in the Press Room 
to procure at the earliest moment a draft of the statement issued by the 
Executive Committee of the National Union on the situation created by the 
announcement of the Reform Bill. This change which the 
question of Women’s Suffrage has undergone in the estimation of the 
Press is, of course, due to more than one cause. The papers have at last 
realised the fact that Women’s Suffrage is a living and practical 
question, and not a theme for academic discussion, and that if they would 
keep abreast of the times they can no longer either ignore it or treat it 
as a joke.

One other proof remains to be given of the increased importance which 
Women’s Suffrage has assumed in the eyes of the British Press. At the 
beginning of the year 1911 it Would have been impossible to do more 
than vaguely describe the attitude of the principal London papers. With 
the permission of their. Editors, however, we are now able to publish a 

list, tabulated according to their views on the subject of Women’s 
Suffrage.-id "

We cannot close any account of the year’s work without offering our 
warmest thanks to the Manchester Guardian for its courageous and 
constant championship of our cause.

A striking feature of the year and one of great significance has been the 
enterprising undertaking by the Standard in throwing open a page daily to 
news and discussion of all phases of the “ Woman’s Movement.” As 
might be expected, the question of the Suffrage, as symbolical of the 
whole movement, has taken a very prominent place in this discussion, and 
interest has been immensely stimulated.

We should like to take this opportunity of heartily thanking the 
Federation Secretaries and Press Secretaries for the help and support 
they have so loyally given throughout, and especially the former, who 
.ungrudgingly shouldered the burdens which were thrust upon their 
willing shoulders, already bent with the weight of their own work.

We give below a list of newspapers classified according to their views 
on Women’s Suffrage :—

Suffrage Papers. Anti-Suffrage Papers.
Manchester Guardian.
Daily Telegraph. 
Morning Leader.
Daily, Express.
Daily Chronicle. 
Daily News. 
Daily. Graphic.
Star.
Westminster Gazette. 
Financial News. 
Christian Commonwealth. 
Labour Leader. 
Nation. 
Tablet. 
Queen.*

Neutral Papers.
Throne.
Onlooker.
World.
Hearth and Home.
Illustrated London News.
T.P.’s (non-political.) 
Outlook.
Daily Mirror.
Church Times.
Lady’s Pictorial.

Times.
Morning Post. 
Guardian.
Morning Advertiser.
Saturday Review.
Spectator.* 
Pall Mall.* 
Truth.*

* The Editors of these papers did not reply, but we have classified them 
according to the tone of their leading articles.

Emily M. Leaf.

Contributions to the General Fund. Miss Nancy Fleming ... ... ... - ...
Anonymous ... ... ...............
Miss E. M. O. Druce ... .........................
Mrs. Weston Eve ... 1 ........
Mrs. Tabor .... ... "... ...
Miss E. Struge .... ... .. ...
Miss Dutton ......................... . ...<>.:.
Miss Montgomery..................................................
Mrs. John Marshall ...............
Mr. and Mrs. ...............................
Mrs. Foster - ... ... ... 1 ... ...
Mr. and Mrs. Thompson ..............
Madame Loppe  .............. ... ... . ...
Miss J. P. Strachey ...................................... ’
Berkhamsted W.S.S. ..........................................
Central and S. Hackney Branch London 

Society

£ a. d. 
10 0
1 1 0
4 4 0

10 0 0 
3 0 0
2 2 0
2 20
5 5 0

30 0 0 
2 10 0
5 0 0
5 0 0
5 0 0

10 0 0 
2 2 0

£ s. d.
Already acknowledged since November 1st, 1911 842 17 1
Received from December 16th to SOth, 1912:—

Subscriptions: —
Miss Nancy Fleming ... ...... ... io 1
Miss J. Kennedy ... ... .. ... 2 2 0
Miss E. M. C. Druce...................................... 1 1 0
Mrs. Marmelli ... ... ... ... ... 3 0
Miss V. Garrard ... ... ... ... - ... 1 0
Mrs. J. M. Oswald ... ... ............... 2 0
Mrs. Reid ... ............... ......... 10 0
Miss Teasdel ... ... ...b ... 1 0
Mrs. W. E. Dowson ....................................... 5 5 0

Donation 1912 Campaign :—
Mrs. James Ward ... ... ... .. 2 0 0

STOCKTAKING SALE
NOW PROCEEDING.

BARGAINS IN

ALL

DEPARTMENTS

EVENING GOWN, a s 
sketch, in soft satin, with short 
tunic or ninon, edged with silk 
fringe, bodice fichu effect, 
tucked ninon and fringe. 
In black, white, and all new 
colourings.

Sale Price,

Sale Catalogue
Post Free.

Debenham & Freebody
Wigmore Street and Welbeck Street, London, W.

Literature Department.
Suffragists doing propaganda work in Wales will be glad to hear that 

some of our best leaflets have lately been translated into Welsh. This 
has been carried out by the enterprise of the Bangor and District Society, 
which felt that in order to convert Welsh miners, quarrymen, and country 
people, it was necessary to give them propaganda in their own language. 
The following are the names and prices of the leaflets, to be obtained 
from Mrs. Price White, Rockleigh, Bangor*:—

“ Extracts from Mr. Lloyd George’s Speech at Bath,” 9d. per 100, 6s. 
per i,ooo.

" The Conciliation Bill Explained,” gd. per 100, 6s. per 1,000.
" Why Working Women Want the Vote,” 6d. per 100, 4s. 6d. per 1,000.
" Are Women Citizens? ” 6d. per 100, 4s. 6d. per 1,000.
It is hoped that all the Welsh Societies will buy and distribute.

I. B. O’Malley.

Treasurer’s Notes.
In spite of Christmas week with all its other claims, many friends and 

colleagues have remembered our need. Considering the season, I have a 
goodly list of gifts to announce for the last two weeks; but I hope that 
with the New Year our fund may go up with a bound, for now we 
shall be getting to work in earnest, and on a great (and therefore costly) 
scale. Please send your New Year’s gifts soon to the 1912 campaign, or 
to one of the special objects mentioned below :—

1. Annual subscriptions to the National Fund.
2. Donations for the 1912 campaign.
3. Donations for by-election work. ,
4. Donations for additional organisers.
5. Donations for new work in Ireland.
6. Donations for new work in Herefordshire.
7. Donations for free literature for propaganda purposes.
8. Donations for organising demonstrations and meetings.

If you can’t give at once, what can you promise for the collection at 
the Albert Hall on the 23rd February?

F. M. Sterling (Hon. Treasurer, pro tem.}.

Miss E. C. Matravers...........................
Mrs. Walter Carey Organisers’ Fund

Affiliation Fees .—,
Shildon District ... ....../2 ...
Fleet W.S.S. ...... ...
Hastings and St. Leonards..............  
St. Andrews W.S.S. (Additional) ... 
Farnworth W.S.S. .......................... 
Dunmow and District .......................... 
Northwich W.S.S. ... ................ 
Gourock W.S.S. (Additional)..............  
Northallerton W.S.S..................................  
Blackburn W.S.S.............................  
Totnes W.S.S. ... ... ... ...

£ s. d.
10 0
5 0 0

10 0
1 8 0

16 6
4 0

12 6
5 0
5 0

17 6
8 9
5 0
5 3

£960 6 7

MRS. ENNIS RICHMOND, late Principal 
of West Heath School for boys and girls, Hamp
stead (now carried on by her son, Mr. Kenneth 
Richmond) takes at Valley End, Surrey, girls 
up to the age of 18.

A thoroughly good education in all ordinary 
School Subjects (including Advanced French 
and Music) is given, and, in addition, the girls 
have definite teaching in Household and 
Domestic Arts.

Valley End is in the middle of the ‘ Heather 
Country,’ with every opportunity for a healthful 
and interesting life for young people.

Postal Address:— 

Valley End, Chobham, Surrey.

Station: Sunningdale, L. 8 8.W.R-
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London Society.
RICHMOND DEMONSTRATION. . .

There is to be an important demonstration in Rich- 
mond on the afternoon of Saturday, January 27th. 
The demonstration will take the form of a procession 
through the town followed by a mass meeting in the 
theatre, at which the Mayor of Richmond has promised 
to take the chair. Among the speakers will be the Lady 
Frances Balfour, Mrs. Henry Fawcett, and Mrs. Philip 
Snowden. The Committee appeals to members of the 
society and to all friends of women’s suffrage to give 
active support to the organisers of the demonstration, 
in order that the size and representative character of 
the procession may give it a real political significance. 
Reserved seats for the meeting, price 2s. 6d., 1s., and 
6d., and all further particulars to be obtained from Miss 
Mildred Watson, 156, Westbourne Terrace, London, W.

A FANCY DRESS DANCE.
Under the auspices of the London Society a Fancy 

Dress Dance is to be held at Crosby Hall, Chelsea from 
9 p.m. to 3 a.m. on Tuesday, January 9th. Tickets, 5s., 
to be obtained from—Lady Scott-Moncrieff, 11, Cheyne 
Walk, Chelsea; Mrs. Cross, 79, Cheyne Court, Chelsea ; 
Mrs. Sanger, 58, Oakley Street, Chelsea; Miss New- 
combe, 1, Cheyne Walk, Chelsea ; Mrs. Hun t, Malford 
House, Church Street, Chelsea ; Miss Mary Creighton, 
Hampton Court Palace ; Mrs. Whitting, 22, Tedworth 
Gardens, Chelsea ; Miss Hesther Cox, 58, York Street, 
Westminster.

Federation Notes.
Manchester and District.
FEDERATION BAZAAR.

Viscountess Castlereagh will open on the first day a 
bazaar which will be held in the Midland Hall, Man- 
chester, on February 8th, 9th and 10th, in aid of the 
work of the Manchester and District Federation of 
Women’s Suffrage Societies. Lady Frances Balfour 
will be the opener on the second day, and Lord Emmott 
of Oldham will open the bazaar on the third day. The 
non-party character of the Manchester and District 
Federation work for women’s suffrage is illustrated by 
the openers, for while Lord Emmott is a member of the 
Government, Lady Castlereagh is associated with the 
Unionist party as the daughter of Mr. Henry Chaplin 
and the wife of the eldest son of the Marquis of London- 
deny. Lady Frances Balfour is a member of the 
Executive Committee of the National Union of Women’s 
Suffrage Societies. The bazaar has the support of 
many members of Parliament and leading men and 
women of all parties in the Manchester district, and 
the societies working for it cover an area from Maccies- 
field to Wigan and Clitheroe. Among others who in 
one way or another are helping the bazaar is Mr. J. M. 
Barrie, who has given permission to an amateur com- 
pany to perform “ The Twelve Pound Look." It is 
expected that Mr. Harry Lauder will appear in the 
entertainments. Councillor Margaret Ashton is the 
president of the bazaar, Lady Beatrice Kemp the 
honorary secretary, and the honorary treasurers are 
Mr. Alfred Brookes and Mr. Forrest Hewit.

Eastern Counties.
NORWICH.—On November 23rd the Committee of the 

Norwich Women's Suffrage Society was " At Home" at 
the Thatched Assembly Rooms. The guests numbered 
about 60. After refreshments had been served, " Miss 
Appleyard’s Awakening ‘‘ was acted by Miss D. Jewson, 
Miss M. Jewson and Miss C. Roofe. Miss Wise gave an 
" Anti-Suffrage Monologue,” and Miss Diver sang a 
selection of Suffrage songs. The evening was brought to 
a close by a short address from Dr. Mary Bell.. The 
guests all voted the evening a great success, while the 
Committee felt well repaid for their efforts in thus having 
been enabled to bring the question of Women's Suffrage 
before many who would doubtless have avoided the more 
ordinary meetings.

LETCHWORTH AND DISTRICT.—On December 14th, 
Miss I. O. Ford spoke at the weekly meet- 
ing of the Literary and Debating Society on 
" The Vote and Women's Wages." Her speech was 
listened to with earnest attention, and for nearly an 
hour afterwards questions were asked and comments 
made to all of which Miss Ford replied in the most 
able and convincing manner. Three new members were 
enrolled.

Colchester.—The first gathering of the Colchester 
branch took the form of a meeting at the Masonic Hall 
on Friday afternoon, November 24th. Mr. Charles Ben- 
ham was in the chair and made a telling speech. Mrs 
Heitland followed with an excellent address on the 
" New Situation Created by the Proposed Manhood 
Suffrage Bill,” and Mrs. Kennedy spoke on the general 
work and aim of the Eastern Counties Federation. A 
resolution calling upon the Government to include women 
in the Electoral Reform Bill was passed unanimously, 
and the election of a representative permanent Com- 
mittee and officers followed.

HITCHIN AND DISTRICT.—The by-election campaign in 
our constituency has resulted in many new members 
being added to our Society. A drawing-room meeting 
held on November 16th at St. Mary's Vicarage, Hitchin, 
by the kindness of Mrs. Jones, was very successful, as it 
brought some people into the movement who had hither- 
to not felt able to join us. On November 17th Miss 
Ashton gave the second lecture of the course which we 
had arranged for this autumn. She dealt with the need 
of the vote in forwarding the work of women on city and 
town councils, and we keep hearing on all hands of the 
good effect of her excellent lecture. On November 18th 
we had a public meeting in Hitchin when Lady Selborne 
presided, and Mrs. Rackham and Miss Norma-Smith 
made stirring speeches, and on November 22nd another 
was held at Welwyn when Miss Helen Ward took the 
chair, and Mr. Hogg, of the Men's League, and Miss 
Norma-Smith spoke. At all these meetings new members 
were enrolled. We are very grateful to the two 

organisers for their efficient help, and we also tender 
our heartiest thanks to three of our members, Miss King, 
Miss Pepper and Miss Dyer who gave them hospitality. 
Where all are so helpful it is difficult to particularise, 
but we feel especially indebted to Miss Dyer, who leads 
a very busy life, but who is always ready to support 
us in every way. On December 15th we had a delight
ful lecture from Miss I- 0. Ford. This was the last of 
our course. The subject was " Women's Unequal Wages 
and Sweating,” and Miss Ford showed conclusively how 
impossible it is to deal effectively with this terrible 
evil without the political power which the vote bestows. 
The collections taken at these lectures have been most 
encouraging. ' 1 .

DUNMOW AND DISTRICT.—On November 21st a most 
successful and enthusiastic meeting was held in the 
Town Hall, Dunmow. The chair was taken by The Bev. 
H. Latimer Jackson, rector of Little Canfield. Lady 
Betty Balfour and Miss Mercer very kindly came to 
speak for us. Lady Betty Balfour made a most earnest 
and impressive speech and carried her audience with 
her; she was followed by Miss Mercer, who made a 
splendid appeal for help, which was generously responded 
to in the collection. The National Union resolution was 
carried with only two dissentients.

On December 12th the Society held a small meeting in 
St. Mary’s Room, Dunmow, for members and friends. 
Mrs. Rackham kindly came up from Cambridge for the 
express purpose of helping to inaugurate the local 
Committee. She spoke first on the present situation, 
and afterwards explained the Federation system. The 
following officers were then formally elected: Mrs. H. 
de Vere Staepoole, as Hon. Treasurer; Miss G. Osborne, 
as Hon. Secretary; and Miss K. J. Coyle, as Chairman; 
and Miss Emily Strutt, of Witham, has since kindly 
consented to act as President. Five new members 
joined the Society at this small, but extremely 
sympathetic meeting.

South Wales and Monmouthshire.
BRIDGEND.—Though only a fortnight had elapsed since 

Miss Fraser’s previous meeting, the Town Hall was again 
packed on November 30th. Miss Fraser spoke on " The 
Legal Status of Women," and the audience made up 
almost equally of men and women listened with rapt 
attention and great appreciation to every point. Eight 
names of new members were handed in during the 
interval. The collection was £1 7s. 9d.

NEWPORT.—Mr. Lyndon Moore presided at a public 
meeting on November 24th. Miss Helen Fraser proposed 
a resolution protesting against the exclusion of women 
from the Government’s Reform Bill, calling for the 
passing of the Conciliation Bill and asking for the 
support of the borough member to that measure. Miss 
Vivian, headmistress of the Girls’ Intermediate School, 
seconded the resolution, which was unanimously carried.

PENARTH.—On November 29th this Society held what 
the " Penarth Times " described as a " somewhat novel 
sale" of cakes, apple jelly, aprons and Christmas pre- 
sents. Nearly all members sent contributions or helped 
in other ways, and some of the Cardiff Society came over 
and gave us invaluable assistance. A profit of over £10 
resulted. Funds are, however, still needed, and a fancy 
dress dance will be held in the All Saints Parish Room 
on January 24th. Public meetings will be held as early 
as possible in the new year. The Society has sustained 
a great loss in the resignation of their hon. secretary, 
Mrs. Mailland, who can no longer give up the necessary 
time. It was thanks to her enterprise that the Penarth 
members formed themselves into an independent society 
rather more than a year ago, and the success has been 
almost entirely due to her energy and skill. Fortunately 
she is still able to remain upon the Committee.

Irish Notes,
Women and the HOME RULE Bill.

The Irishwomen’s Suffrage Federation and the 
Irish Women’s Franchise League wrote to the 
Parliamentary Committee engaged in framing 
the Home Rule Bill asking them to receive a 
deputation who would set before them a request 
that a clause granting enfranchisement to Irish- 
women should be inserted in the Bill. The 
Committee refused to receive the deputation. 
But the fact that women from all parts of Ireland 
of every creed and every shade of political opinion 
consented to the making of this request proves 
the strength of the women’s suffrage cause in 
Ireland. Probably only Irishwomen could under- 
stand how great a sacrifice of party sympathies 
was involved in this common demand from both 
Unionist and Nationalist women. For Unionist 
women hate to admit even the possibility of a 
Home Rule government for Ireland; and 
Nationalist women are reluctant to add a diffi
culty to the accomplishment of a deeply desired 
consummation.

Irishwomen and the INSURANCE Act.
Largely attended and excited meetings in 

reference to the Insurance of Domestic Servants 
were held in Dublin and in Cork. These meet- 
ings were organised in Cork by the Munster 
Women’s Franchise League and addressed by 
Miss Day, Hon. Sec. of that League. In Dublin 
they were organised by the Irishwomen’s Reform 
League. They proved of great educational value 
on the subject of the Insurance Bill as it affects 
women generally.

Miss Somerville on Women’s SUFFRAGE.
Miss E. Somerville (joint author with Miss 

Martin Ross of the famous “Adventures of an 
Irish R.M.”) gave to a largely attended meeting 
of the Munster Women’s Franchise League an 
address on "The Educational Aspect of Woman 
Suffrage” which was remarkable for the subtle 
humour that has made her books so famous.

In the course of her remarks Miss Somerville 
dwelt upon the importance of distributing 
literature, and she then proceeded to tell of the 
excitement with which copies of Women’s 
Suffrage papers are received, and how the 
doctrines preached have come as a revelation to 
women in the remote country districts where 
hitherto politics .were almost a dead letter and 
the election of a minor official to the local work- 
house an event that loomed larger than the rise 
and fall of a Prime Minister. Miss Somerville 
then gave a racy account of an election in which 
she once took part in England and the effort of 
the average working man to understand the hard 
facts that were launched at him with such 
persistence After listening in silence he casually 
remarked “Tell it to the missus”—who, no 
doubt when in possession of the facts, made UP 
her lord and master’s mind for him. But could 
we not ask why the missus was not supposed to 
have a mind of her own? .

“I believe,” said Miss Somerville in conclusion, 
“that the time is near when all this will be 
changed. The woman who has had to sit at home 
while her husband, her sons, her servants, play 
their part in the making of the laws and the 
fixing of the taxes which she as well as they must 
obey and pay, now sees windows opening into life. 
She will become a companion in a newer and 
higher way to her husband, or brother, or sons; 
she will provide for them an infinitely more 
interesting home and add to its comforts an 
intellectual stimulus that will raise home to 
its highest possibility and will endure unimpaired 
into old age.”

DR. WALKINGTON I BELFAST.

An interesting development of the suffrage 
question in Belfast is the quiet educational work 
amongst working people which Dr. Walkington 
(the chief promoter of the Irishwomen s Suffrage 
Federation) is now carrying on., Every Monday 
evening an informal meeting of poor women, mill 
girls, and sometimes small boys is gathered m a 
Mission Hall in a very poor district of Belfast. 
Dr. Walkington talks to these people and takes 
the opportunity of introducing the subject of 
women’s suffrage. It is received with the deepest 
interest, even by the small boys! And when the 
meeting is formally over, there are always some 
women who linger to ask for more information 
about suffrage. Dr. Walkington s example 
might with advantage be followed in other Irish 
towns, where the education of our poorer sisters 
on this great question is too often neglected

UNITED Irishwomen.
The Irishwomen’s Reform League had a .meet: 

ing in the Gresham Hotel on the evening of 
December 16th. A very interesting paper on the 
“United Irishwomen,” written by Mary 
Butler,” was read. (The “United Irishwomen 
work in connection with the Irish ‘Agricultural 
Organisation Society, of which Sir Horace 
Plunkett is the head. It is interesting to note 
that that valuable, and successful Society found 
it impossible to prosecute its work satisfactory 
without the aid of women.) Afterwards, Mr. 
Herbert Fryer, the distinguished London pianist, 
who was visiting Dublin that week, kindly played 
a number of pianoforte pieces which gave intense 
delight to the audience.

The National Union IN IRELAND.
The N.U.W.S.S. have very generously 

volunteered to send Miss Gill to Ireland for a 
few weeks to speak in various localities. Her 
visit is anticipated with much pleasure and 
interest and arrangements are being made by all 
the Societies belonging to the Irishwomen ® 
Suffrage Federation for meetings to be addressed 
by her. ,

The Societies in Newry and in Waterford have 
now joined the Federation.

Bow Branch of the I.L.P.
On Sunday, January 28th at 8 p.m., there will 

be a meeting of the Bow branch, of the I.L.P 
to support the demand for a Government measure 
of adult suffrage. Mrs. Despard is to take the 
chair and the speakers will be Miss Ward, H. —• 
Harben and George Lansbury, M.P. This meet
ing is the first in London to initiate the campaign 
decided upon by the I.L.P.

Britain Overseas.
South Africa. .

By far the most interesting contribution to" 
December number of Jus Saffragii is Mrs: 
Chapman Cait’s account of her Suffrage tour 1 
South Africa. It was a happy thought to pre

sent the suffrage . plea in the two official 
languages, and while Mrs. Catt addressed the 
British women. Dr. Aletta Jacobs was the 
missioner to the Boers.

« We were in South Africa 76 days or nearly 
three months," says Mrs. Catt, “and three full 
delightful months they were. . . . That our 
suffrage friends may know we were not idle 
during this period I offer the following summary. 
Of the 76 days twelve entire days and nights 
were spent on trains, and 14 days were spent 
in sightseeing. These 36 days taken from the 
76 left 40 which were spent under the direction 
of the suffrage committee of the 11 towns visited 
with a view to suffrage work. These include ■ 
the capitals of the four provinces comprising the 
Union, namely, Cape Colony, Transvaal, Orange 
Free State and Natal.”

. . “We found woman suffrage sentiment 
uncultivated among the mases of the people, but 
the leaders in every town are exceptionally 
superior, well educated, intelligent, influential. 
The one hindrance in our judgment to the speedy 
enfranchisement of women is to be found in the 
suspicion and distrust of Briton for Boer and 
Boer for Briton, a condition which inevitably 
follows a civil war and is not the least of its 
attendant evils. It was painful to witness the 
continually recurring’ evidence of this feel- 
ing. . . Yet there are forgiving and forgetting 
Boers and Britons who take a broad-minded view 
of things and who wish to work amicably 
together for the common good. With these 
people not only rests the fate of Woman 
Suffrage, but the future of South Africa. If the 
women composing the new organisation are able 
to lift themselves and their cause above the 
racial antagonism which so unhappily divides all 
movements in South Africa, the world’s 
suffragists may rejoice ere long over one more 
country won for out glorious cause.”

The close of this hopeful mission was a Con- 
ference at Durban attended by delegates from 
nearly all the suffrage clubs in South Africa. 
The suffrage organisations have been the first 
in South Africa to combine for national action, 
for it is from the Union parliament alone that 
they can demand and receive the suffrage. And 
as proof of the earnestness of purpose to which 
this convention bears witness, we are reminded 
that Durban lies one thousand miles away from 
Cape Town and "it is a country of magnificent 
distances.’’

Foreign News.
The Netherlands.

In the Dutch Parliament the question of an 
amendment to the State Constitution was dis- 
cussed for three days. The leader of the 
Socialists advocated full Adult Suffrage; the 
Radicals, though in favour of Women’s Suffrage 
objected to its standing in the way of “true 
democracy.” Some Liberals did not mention the 
women at all; one of the members of the Allied 
Government parties declared that they had 
always advocated universal suffrage, but 
apparently did not explain whether he used the 
word in its real significance or merely in the 
sense of manhood suffrage. The leaders of the 
anti-revolutionary an d Roman Catholic parties 
declined to express an opinion until the report 
of the State Commission on the amendment of 
the Constitution was published. In the end the 
proposal to suggest to the Queen the desirability 
of introducing a bill to amend the Constitution 
on account of the urgency of the franchise 
question was rejected. On the question of the 
desirability of electoral reform the votes were 
42 in favour and 37 against.

A Servant’s Life.
We have received the following communica- 

lion from a servant, and as we believe in letting 
people speak for themselves whenever 
practicable, we publish it as a "human 
document” of some value.

DEAR Madam,—I have read with interest the 
letters on Domestic Service, and should be very 
grateful if you would publish this as I think 
it is very true. I should be glad if all servants 
would rise up and demand more freedom and 
more time to themselves.

Oh, what a life poor servants lead,,
The life of some is hard indeed.

Full of worry, care, and strife.
Oh, who would lead a servant’s life?

With what disdain we are spoken to, 
As though their words would pierce us through. 

Speaking in commanding tone 
All they wish for, to be done.

If things go wrong we get the blame. 
Guilty or not it’s just the same ;

We dare not answer, if we do,
We are saucy and impertinent too.

If we ask to go out we get denied. 
Our friends to visit us beside.

Whilst we with smiles must on them wait.
Oh, pity then a servant’s fate.

But GOD above he knows our lot. 
And nothing by Him is forgot;

He sees and knows all that we do.
And in our troubles will help us through.

ANOTHER SERVANT.

0222.
Helping Poor Mothers.

A Swiss correspondent has sent us the follow- 
ing account of voluntary work done in Basle to 
help poor mothers with children:—" We began 
in 1905 to provide a nice comfortable home for 
children during the time that their mothers 
were in hospital for acute illness or during con- 
finement, and even in some cases for chronic 
disease, if it could be mitigated by rest and 
nursing. We did it because we saw that ther 
were many mothers who needed nursing and 
care, and who did not go to the hospital 
because they did not know what would become 
of their children, and were afraid that they 
would not be kept well while they were away. 
The husbands are very rarely good housekeepers, 
and if they get home tired with a day’s hard 
work they do not like to begin work again or 
the education of their children.

“We only take the children of really poor 
people, and they must be in good health as 
certified by a doctor. Before we take them the 
father has to agree to certain conditions pro
viding for the welfare of the children, and he has 
to pay a sum varying from 3d. to lOd. a day, 
and this comes weekly or fortnightly out of his 
wages and if he fails we have the right to get 
the money direct from his employers the day he 
is paid. The agreement signed by the father 
is a legal document by which sums of money 
due to the institution could be recovered.

“The sum paid by the father is very far from 
covering the cost of the children’s keep. Dur- 
ing the year 1910, it covered one-sixth; institu- 
tions, local boards and authorities paid a fifth 
more and we had to provide the remainder. We 
hope that after a time the experiment will have 
so far justified itself that the State will take 
over the work and extend it, as there are many 
children for whom we have no room.”

One hopes that one of the effects of the 
Insurance Act in England may be that working 
mothers may be enabled to be treated in 
institutions and sanatoria, and that the benefits 
under the Act may go towards paying the cost 
of some such institutions as that described above. 
The working mother often postpones the 
necessary treatment and the necessary operation 
because she cannot contemplate the certain 
neglect of her children which would ensue.

Chivalry—A Parable.
Brother : I suppose you didn’t see that very 

sensible letter from a man, pointing out to the 
suffragettes that if they get the vote they can’t 
expect men to treat them with the same 
courtesy as before.

MARGERY: No. Is it in to-day?
Brother : No, but here’s an answer from some 

silly woman trying to make out that women 
don’t want men’s chivalry. Well, it only shows 
the class of person she is, and the sort of men 
she probably knows.

MARGERY: Well, you know, some forms of 
chivalry are very trying.

Brother : What on earth do you mean ?
MARGERY: I was wondering if she was the 

woman I walked behind yesterday in the rain.
Brother : What are you talking about now ?
MARGERY: Well, yesterday I walked behind a 

man and woman in the rain. He had on a hard 
felt hat, and she had a black satin one with 
white feathers. He had the one and only 
umbrella, and he held it wetl over his own hat, 
and half way over hers. Often other passers- 
by jostled them, shaking raindrops over her. 
sometimes they got separated and he went on 
quite calmly, not noticing that she was not under 
the umbrella, until suddenly he recollected her 
and shook the umbrella over her. Yet she 
walked quite calmly by his side.

Brother : Well, what else would you have 
her do?

"Thinking Women
Read

The Standard"
TN a few weeks this phrase has
— become a truism. Why ?
Order Cbe Standard for a week, 
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MARGERY: 1 thought she might have carried 

the umbrella, as her hat being flimsy needed 
more protection.

BROTHER : That would have been absurd, as I 
suppose it was his umbrella. It was not his 
fault if she didn’t wear a sensible hat and came 
out without an umbrella.

MARGERY : Perhaps it was, and he wished her 
to wear that kind of hat, and paid for it. But 
she was quite well and strong and he could 
have either lent her his umbrella or protected 
her as far as an umbrella shop or a cab.

Brother : Well, what has that got to do with 
chivalry?

MARGERY: I think he thought he was being 
chivalrous, but I wonder if when she got home 
she wrote to the paper saying women could do 
without chivalry.

Reviews.
THE PASSIN 5 OF THE AMERICAN.
By MONROE Royce. (Messrs. Stephen Swift and

Co., Ltd. Price 3s. 6d.)
Criticism of themselves and their institutions
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is said to be very deeply resented by the 
American people. Experienced travellers in the 
United States not infrequently put the 
prospective traveller there on his guard about 
the touchiness of our cousins across the Atlantic. 
Again and again one hears of the ninety-nine 
words of praise being eagerly swallowed and 
enthusiastically applauded, whilst the hundredth 
word of gentle criticism has blighted for ever 
the reputation for decency of the unfortunate 
critic 1 This extreme sensitiveness of Americans 
on the subject of their country is due far less to 
a secret want of faith in themselves than to the 
unfair and often ill-mannered, ignorant and 
impertinent observations of the casual visitor.

"The Passing of the American,” by Monroe 
Royce, is criticism of the American, from cover 
to cover. All his faults and weaknesses are laid 
bare by the author, who, wonderful as it may 
seem, is himself an American. His methods in 
business and in politics, his religion, his 
education, his personal habits are all passed in 
review. A genuine sense of humour in him is 
seriously questioned; whilst the world- 
worshipped American woman comes in for a 
share of his censure.

The writer is infinitely concerned to improve 
the stamina and increase the numbers of the 
native American, who is threatened, as he 
believes, with utter extinction by the hordes of 
more enterprising foreigners to whom the United 
States has so generously extended her 
hospitality. His remedy is, in part, the restric
tion of immigration.

Many readers will question the wisdom of 
such a course, and will scarcely recognise the 
supreme necessity for preserving the purely 
American stock when the new elements are 
becoming rapidly Americanised and promise so 
much for the type which will ultimately appear.

But on this and other debatable points raised 
in . this book the reader will form his own 
opinions. The book is patently written for the 
man and woman of our everyday, working world. 
It is brightly, written by one who does not fear 
to call a spade a spade. If it did not at times 
degenerate into mere scolding it would be 
altogether useful. Indiscriminate fault-finding 
is a weariness of the spirit to those even who are 
anxious to put things right.

E. S.

ON THE WALLABY THROUGH VICTORIA.
By E. M. Clowes. (Heinemann. 6s. net.)
The point of view of this book is that of a 

woman’s life and work in Victoria. Impressions 
may be drawn from it of the less hampered con- 
ditions which prevail in a country where the 
problem of “equality amid difference " has been 
solved without prejudice.

Mrs. Clowes is an observer of contrasts. She 
points out that success on the up country 
stations, has never been, and is not yet, solely 
an affair of man’s labour, but depends largely 
on wifely industry and co-operation. From the 
very early days woman has taken her share of 
work without any question, even when it has 
meant that newly-born lambs have had to be put 
" into her bed under the blankets with herself 
and the children.” It has also been required of 
her that she should hold her husband’s land in 
his inevitable absence, against white settlers. 
In the towns and cities there is of course keen 
competition between the sexes, but there are 
many chances of employment for women, and 
excellent payment for work done. A typist may 
earn £2 a week, with extra money for all over- 
time. Wages tend to be markedly higher than 
in England, and there is a minimum fixed by 
law. The working woman has her hours regu- 
lated, and is very well protected. On the whole 
the women of the middle and working classes 
have a better time of it in Australia, than in the 
mother country. They do not ask quite so much 
of life, but receive more. There are, it is true, 
fewer servants to wait on them, but they become 
more independent of domestic help. " The 
women in Victoria naturally do not like to hear 
of the stone throwing, etc., practised by their 
own sex in the fight for political equality at 
home . . . but then they literally cannot 
comprehend a woman’s side of the question being 
disregarded simply because she is a woman. They 
have never resorted to violence, because there 
was no ncessity for it; the laws in Australia 
being being the same for women as for the men, in 
divorce, in labour, and the ownership and care 
of the children. . . They know that it pays them 
if nothing else to stand shoulder to shoulder, and 
to make of themselves and their family a compact 
little commonwealth, protecting their interests 
against outside interference only. A woman who 
lives in the British Isles finds it just as difficult to 
realise all that similarity of law involves, as does

the Victorian in her disapproval of militant suffra- 
gist tactics. Many women make no use of their 
votes; but these are a rapidly decreasing number 
and owing to the distance from the polling booths 
in some districts many men also fail to vote. 
The value of child life ranks higher than in 
England, and if the father is dead or an invalid 
or if the mother is a forsaken wife and known to 
be honest and hard-working but still unable to 
support her family, some or all of her children 
become wards of the State.

There are dark and disappointing features in 
Victorian civilisation, and these are frankly 
stated by Mrs. Clowes, whose book also gives 
reliable information on such subjects as dairy 
farming, wheat growing, alien life, the national 
liking for racing, the pressing need of irrigation, 
•etc. The style is simple, and the work may serve 
to clear away much of our ignorance as to 
Victorian life and its conditions.

FRANCES E. ASHWELL COOKE.

NEW TRACTS FOR THE TIMES.
THE METHODS OF RACE-REGENERATION.
BY DR. C. W. SALEEBY, F.R.S.Ed.,' F.Z.S.

(Cassel and Co., 6d.)
. Dr. Saleeby rejects as methods of race-regenera

tion the institution of compulsory mating, the 
lethal chamber, permission of infant mortality, 
and interference with ante-natal life, and the 
State regulation of vice; he questions the advisa- 
bility of marriage certificates of health and the 
refusal of permission to marry (which tend to 
increase the number of illicit unions); he 
advocates State help to parents, the segregation 
of the unfit, the notification of venereal diseases 
and adequate provision for treatment.

In dealing with the question of State help. Dr. 
Saleeby refers to the Insurance Bill of 1911 and 
its maternity benefits, and describes Mr. Lloyd 
George .as ‘the first Eugenist amongst modern 
statesmen." Suffragists wonder how much would 
have been heard of that benefit if suffrage books 
had never been written and suffrage speeches 
never heard.

The chief point of interest in Dr. Saleeby's 
book is his treatment of the question of the 
segregation of the unfit. Dr. Saleeby does not 
say that this segregation is only to apply to 
women, but we cannot help having the strongest 
suspicion that this is in his mind. His utterances 
on the moral question are wholly inadequate. 
Half-witted women, he tells us, recruit the 
ranks of prostitutes, but not a word does he say 
of those who victimise the half-witted in this 
way. Dr. Saleeby’s book advocates the penalis
ing of the unfit, who are the products of sin, 
but he only skirts the question of the sin that 
produces them.

We are told that the Home Secretary in the 
summer of 1911 promised to introduce legislation 
on the subject of eugenics. The gravity of such 
a question coming before the House before women, 
have the vote will be apparent to suffragists. 
Women would do well to peruse such books as 
Dr. Saleeby’s. Amidst much that every thinking 
woman will agree with, there are danger signals 
in it, all the more ominous because half-concealed, 
which show the necessity for watchfulness.

L. F. WARING.

Cursory Rhymes.

Sing a song of suffrage
And opposition boast. 

Four and twenty antis 
Had upon toast.

When debates were opened 
They proved their case so thin, 

A surer way we couldn't wish
To welcome wobblers in.

They all were on the platform, 
Being rather fanny;

The wise man in the gallery 
Was giving us his money; 

The maid, who all her guileless life had 
fancied us her foes. 

When the chairman put the question 
for the antis nearly rose.

But there came a little common sense 
and down she sat again.

D. C.

LAST WEEK’S VERSES.
The verses we published last week entitled " The 

Anti " were by Mr. J. Y. Kennedy. .

Women Doctors.

It seems that Mr. Mostyn-Bird in a book 
entitled "Woman at Work,” wrote that the 
profession of medicine is suited to few women, 
and “of the large number who enter, only 20 
per cent, get as far as the final examination.” 
To this Miss L. M. Brooks, secretary and 
warden of the London (R.F.H.) School of 
Medicine replies in the Standard of January 2:

" May I be permitted to draw the attention 
of your readers to the actual facts as relating 
to the London (Royal Free Hospital) School 
of Medicine for Women, the oldest and 
largest medical school for women in the 
country? Of those students who enter the 
school, 65 per cent, qualify between five and 
six years from the beginning of the course, 

five years being the minimum time for a 
medical course prescribed by the General 
Medical Council. Of the total number of 
students, 86 per cent, obtain a medical quali
fication, and of these 75 per cent, qualify on 
the degrees of the University of London.

The question also of "real eminence" is a 
comparative one, and if by this is meant a 
position on a hospital staff and the receipt of 
a good professional income, a considerable 
number of women have achieved this.”

Letters to the Editor
Correspondents are r equested to send their 

names and addresses, not necessarily for publica
tion, but as a guarantee of, good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for any statement made 
in the correspondence column.

Correspondents are requested to write ON ONE
SIDE OF THE PAPER ONLY.

THE RISE OF THE DEMOCRACY.
" M. A. H. ” is wrong in the review of this book in 

sta ing " no reference " is made to the United States and 
“ nothing is said " of France. A glance at the Contents 
or Index alone would have prevented this misleading 
statement. As the purpose of the book—plainly set 
out on the first page—is to give some account of the 
movement towards democracy in England, there is 
naturally but little space given to the movement else- 
where.

I am sorry " M. A. H." finds " The Rise of the 
Democracy” so “confusing and confused,” “super
ficial,” " wanting in any sense of historical proportion.' 
containing a statement " more than dubious.” and 
altogether " not very useful"—it seems such a very 
severe judgment. However as The Common CAUSE 
is the only paper in the country to condemn a book 
which insists upon Women’s Suffrage as essential to 
democracy, I ought not to complain.

Perhaps, too, henceforth branches of the National 
Union will refrain from asking the author of so unworthy 
a production to speak on their platforms, and by so 
doing they will give him time to write his books less 
faultily.

Joseph CLAYTON.
Prospect House, Hampstead, 

December 29th, 1911.

SCAREMONGERING VERSUS SOCIALISM.
I trust by this time that all " thinking women take
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the Standards May I suggest to those among them who 
are Christian Socialists- and also Suffragists, that they 
write to " Woman’s Platform " explaining the Christian 
Socialist position, which, as far as I can see, has not been 
fairly set forth in the articles on the “ Red Peril.” 
Any novice reading these might suppose all Socialists to 
be Atheists and Anarchists, and it is time some Christian 
Socialist enlightened the readers of the Standard on the 
other side of the question. After the support many 
Socialists have given to the cause of Female Suffrage, 
they should not be able to say that the women they have 
defended were slow to come forward and do them 
justice. I commend this to Christian Socialists, who 
will be capable of dealing with the matter.

Dec. 30,1911. „ C.M.M.

A. L. H. (Chelmsford) writes in support of Lady 
Onslow's letter of last week.

National Union of Women’s
Suffrage Societies.
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Derby.—Miss MEYNELL, Mey nell Langley, Derby.
Dewsbury.—Misses. FROST, LAW, and PICKERSGILL, The

Wheelwright Grammar School, Dewsbury.
Dorset. West—Miss Ball, Cordover, Bridport.
Dover.—Dr. ANNIE BRUNYATE, 4, Effingham Crescent, 

Dover.
Driffield.—Mrs. Wm. BLAKESTON, Aspen House, Beverley 

Road, Driffield.

Dunmow and District.—Miss G. OSBORNE, The Ferd, 
Dunmow. Essex.

Durham.—Miss ROBINSON, Abbey House, The University, 
Durham.

Eastbourne.—Miss Susan GATLIFF, " Fernhiolme," 91, 
Enys Road, Eastbourne.

Eastleigh.—Miss Mary BUGDEN, 48, Newtown Road 
Eastleigh. . ■ ' .

Eccles.—Mrs. R. A. NORBURY, Westleigh, Broad Oak Park, 
Worsley.

Essex, N. & E.—Miss COURTAULD, Colne Engaine, Earl’s 
Colne, Essex.

Exeter.—Mrs. FLETCHER, 4, Marlborough. Road, Exeter.
Falmouth.—Miss NAOMI Bassett Fox, Grove Hill, Fal- 

mouth ; and Miss CICELY BROAD, Penal verne,Falmouth.
Farnham & Dist.—Miss MILTON, Fernlea, Lower Bourne, 

Farnham.
Farnworth.—Miss NANO AFFLECK.
Filey.—Miss HANKES, 14, Southdene, Filey, Yorks.
Fleet.—Mrs. Kayser, The Garth, Fleet, Hants.
Folkestone.—Miss DOROTHY Gordon, 46, Castle Hill Avenue, 

Folkestone.
Gateshead-on-Tyne.—Mrs. G. D. BILTCLIFFE, 23, Edendale 

Terrace, Gateshead.
Gerrards Cross.—Mrs. SPARKES, Long Gable, South Park, 

Gerrards Cross, Bucks.
Gloucester.—Miss WALROND, Cathedral House, Gloucester 
Godalming.—Miss T. W. POWELL, Munstead Rough, Godal 

ming; and Miss BURNETT, Munstead Rough, Godal 
ming ; pro tem., till middle Jan., Mrs. G. T. Pilcher, 
Treen, Hindhead Road, Godalming.

Goole.—Mrs. PARKER, 63, Jefferson Street, Goole.
Grantham.—Miss M. A. MEDLOCK, 3, Church Trees,Grantham.
Guildford.—Miss NOELINE Baker, Warren House, Guild- 

ford; and Miss K. Rowton, Hurst Lodge, Bramley, 
Guildford; pro tem., Miss SEYMOUR, Ennismore, 
Guildford.

Harrogate.—Miss BROOK, 24, York Road, Harrogate.
Hartlepool.—Mrs. THOMPSON, South Holme, Seaton Carew, 
Haslemere.—Miss Rees, By-the-Way, Hindhead, Haslemere. 
Hastings & St. Leonards.—Miss STANHAM, Wysall Lodge, St. 

Leonards-on-Sea.
Heathfield & Dist.—Mrs. CUNLIFFE, Little London, Hore- 

ham Road, Heathfield, Sussex.
Hereford.—Miss M. Cleave, The Moor House, Hereford. 
Herts, East.—Miss L. PULLER, Youngsbury, Ware.
Herts, West.—Mrs. Robinson, 117, High Street, Watford. 
Hexham.—Mrs. WALTON, Ingleholme, Stocksfield.
Heywood.—Mrs. Tozer, Hopwood. Vicarage, Heywood.
Hitchin & Dist—Miss VILLIERS, n, Julians Rd., Stevenage. 
Hockwold & Brandon.—Mrs. TENNANT, Hockwold Rectory, 

Brandon, Norfolk.
Horsham.—Mrs. KEATINGE, Lynwood, Horsham. 
Huddersfield.—Mrs. STUDDARD, 44, Springwood Street, 

Huddersfield.
Hull.—Miss HYDE, Rosemont, The Park, Hulk 

Beverley.— .
Hunts.—Miss Staley, Hemmingford Abbots, St. Ives, 

Hunts ; pro tem., Mrs. THEAKSTON, George Street, 
Huntingdon.

Hyde.—Mrs. RATCLIFFE, Hudson Rd., Gee Cross, Hyde. 
Instow.—Miss JOANNA PRESTON WHYTE, The Bungalow, 

Instow, Devon.
Ipswich.—Mrs. de CANDOLE, Constable Road, Ipswich. 
Keighley.—Miss A. M. SMITH, 10, Rose Mount, Keighley, 

Yorks.
Kendal & Dist.—Miss Mary Benson, Hyning, Milnthorpe, 

Westmorland. . , 
Keswick.—Miss Knight, 121, Main Street, Keswick; and 

Mrs. MARSHALL, Hawse End, Keswick. 
Hawkshead.— 
Workington.—- , 
Whitehaven.—

Kettering.—Miss L. C. WALLIS, Rylstone, Kettering. 
King’s Lynn & Dist.—Miss M. ISABEL Leaks, West 

Winch, King’s Lynn.
Knutsford.—Miss D. Hoffman, Hazelhurst, Knutsford. 
Lancaster.—Mrs. Croft Helme, Castramont, Lancaster. 
Leeds.—Mrs. THORNTON, Bramdean, Buckingham Road, 

Headingley, Leeds. .
Leicester.—Miss SLOANE, 13, Welford Road, Leicester. 
Leigh.—Miss E. P. HINDSHAW, 34, The Avenue, Leigh, Lancs- 
Leith Hill & Dist.—Miss RAWLINGS, Rose Hill Ho., Dorking- 
Leighton Buzzard & Dist.—Miss NORA ACHESON, The 

Wainholm, Toddington, near Dunstable. 
Letchworth & Dist—Miss E. WILKINSON, Brightcot, 

Lytton Avenue, Letchworth.
Lewes.—Mrs. VALLANCE, Pontisbright, Lewes. 
Lincoln.—Miss K. C. HUDDLESTON, 185, Monks Road, 

Lincoln.
Littlehampton.—Miss ARNETT, Pellew Ho., Littlehampton. 
Liverpool.—Miss M E. DEAKIN, 14, Ullet Road, Liverpool 
Liverpool University.—Miss A. D. B. HARVEY, The Uni- 

versity of Liverpool, Liverpool.

London.—Miss Philippa Strachey, 58, Victoria St., S.W.

Branches.
Battersea (South).—Hon. Sec., Miss NEVA BEAUMONT, 

.6, Elspeth Road, Lavender Hill, S.W. 
Blackheath.—Sec., Miss WATSON. 
Brixton.—Miss DOWNS, 2, Acre Lane, Brixton. 
Camberwell.—Hon. Sec., Miss A. M. LOCKWOOD, 38, 

Gardens, East Dulwich, S.E. 
Chelsea.—Hon. Sec., Mrs. Cecil HUNT, Mallord House, 

Church Street, Chelsea, S.W. " 
Ealing, Acton & Bedford Park.—Hon. Sec., Mrs. EDGAR 

MORRIS, B.A., 30, Hollingbourne Gardens, Ealing, W. ; 
Sec., Miss WATSON. 

Enfield.—Hon. Sec., Miss R. Bisset Smith, I, The Chine, 
Winchmore Hill, N. . _ 

Epsom & Ewell.—Hon. Sec., Mrs. GARRIDO, Ewell, Surrey; 
Sec., Miss Watson.t 

Esher & East Molesey.—Hon. Sec., Miss M. MARTINEAU, 
Littleworth, Esher ; Sec., Miss WATSON. 

Fulham.—Hon. Sec., Miss M. J. SMITH, 20, Talgarth 
Road, W. Kensington; Sec., Mrs. Bertram.* 

Hackney (North).—Hon. Sec., Miss L. PORTLOCK, 42, 
Lordship Park, N. 

Hackney (Central & South).—Hon. Sec., Mrs. GIMINGHAM, 
M.A., Croyland, 144, Clapton Common, N. 

Hammersmith (Shepherd’s Bush).—-Hon. Sec., Mrs 
ARTHUR WALLIS, 94, Percy Road, Shepherd’s Bush. 

Hampstead.—Sec., Miss BoYD.t 
Highgate & North St. Pancras.—Hon. Secs., Mrs. ERNEST 

H ARRINGTON, 3, Holly Terrace, West Hill, Highgate, 
N.; and Miss J. WALLACE, 5, Broadlands Rd., Highgate. 

Holborn.—Sec., Mrs. Bertram.* " 
Islington.—Sec., Miss PLACE, 8, Highbury Terrace, 

Highbury, N. . ■ 4 
Kensington (North).—Hon. Sec., Miss RUTH FRANKLIN, 

32, Hyde Park Gdns., W.;. Sec., Miss BOYD.+ 4 
Kensington (South).—Hon. Sec., Miss H. D. COCKLE, 34, 

De Vere Gdns., Kensington, W. ; Sec., Miss BoYD.F
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Kingston & Surbiton.—Hon. Sec., Mrs. Longsdon, 6, Clare- 
mont Gdns., Maple Rd., Surbiton ; Sec., Miss WATSON. 

Lambeth.—Sec., Miss DEVERELL, Dyson Lodge, 49, 
Hilldrop Road, N.W. 

Marylebone.—Sec., Mrs. BERTRAM.*
Muswell Hill.—-Hon. Sec., Miss AGNES WILKIE, 59, Hill- 

field Park, Muswell Hill, N.
Paddington (North).—Sec.t Mrs. BERTRAM.* 
Paddington (South).—Sec., Miss BoYD.t 
Richmond.—Hon. Sec., Mrs. BAILEY, 16, Marlborough 

Road, Richmond ; Sec., Miss WATSON, t 
Roehampton.—Hon. Sec., Mrs. WALKER, Willerby, Roe- 3 

hampton. 8 
St. George’s, Hanover Square.—Sec., Miss WATSON.t 
St. Pancras (South).—Sec., Mrs. BERTRAM.* 
St. Pancras (East).—Sec., Miss RINDER, 14, Westgate 

Terrace, Earl’s Court.
Sutton (Epsom).—Hon. Secs., Mrs. STEPHENS, St. Moritz, 

Camborne Road, Sutton, Surrey; and Mrs. CORELLI, 
Umballa, London Rd., Worcester Pk., Surrey; Sec., 
Miss WATSON.t

Tower Hamlets — Advisory Committee: Sec., Mrs. 
FOULKES, 24, Nevern Place, S.W. 

Walton-on-Thames.—Hon. Sec., Miss MAY HAWES, 
Edradour, Walton-on-Thames.

Walworth.—Hon. Sec., Miss H. M. INGLE, B.A., Care of 
L.S. W.S., 58, Victoria Street, S.W.

Wandsworth.—Hon. Secs., The Misses Hill, " Roseneath," 
3, Blenkarne Road, Wandsworth Common. 

Westminster.—Sec., Mrs. BERTRAM.* 
Willesden.—Hon. Secs., Mrs. MACGREGOR, 9, Grange Rd., 

Willesden ; Miss BLAKE, 35, Harlesden Gardens, 
Harlesden, N.W.

Wimbledon (North).—Hon. Sec., Miss E. E. WEBSTER, 9, 
Ridgeway Gdns., Wimbledon Com. • Sec., Miss BOYD. 1 

Wimbledon (South).—Hon. Sec., Mrs. POOLE, Holly Lodge, 
Worple Road, Wimbledon; Sec., Miss BoYD.t 

Windsor.—Hon. Sec., Mrs. GIBB, 3, Claremont Road, 
Windsor.

* District Secretary, 38, Palace Mans., Addison Bdge, W. 
1 District Secretary, 156, Westbourne Terrace.
4 District Secretary, 5, Onslow Place, S.W.

Macclesfield.—Miss ANNIE RYLE WRIGHT, Upton Mount, 
Macclesfield.

Malton & Dist.—Miss LEEFE, Newlands, Malton. 
Manchester.—Miss D. DARLINGTON, 85, Deansgate Arcade, 

Manchester.
Mansfield.—Mrs. MANNERS, Edenbank, Mansfield, Notts. 
Marple.—Mrs. NICOLSON, Nant-y-Glyn, Cross Lane, Marple.
Marple Bridge.—Mrs. T. A. LEONARD, Waldon, Marple 

Bridge, via Stockport ; and Mrs. REDFERN, Bankfield, 
Mellor Road, Marple Bridge.

Middleton.—Miss JONES BROWN, Hollingfield, Middleton. 
Middlesbrough.—Mrs. STEEL, 1, Southfield Villas, Middles- 

brough.
Newcastle.—Miss BURY, 27, Ridley Place, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
New Forest.—Miss A. BATESON, Bashley Nursery, New 

Milton, Hants ; pro tem.. Miss D. C. BARKER, Oakwood, 
New Milton. 

Brockenhurst.— 
Lyndhurst.— 
Lymington.— 
Ringwood.—

Newport, Mon.—Miss GRATTE, Cheltenham House, Stow 
Hill, Newport, Mon.

Newton Abbot.—Mrs. VERE STEAD, 36, Torquay Road, 
Newton Abbot.

. Newton-le- Willows.—Miss WATKINS, Kirkby, Newton-le- 
" Willows, Lancs. 2 

Northallerton.—Mrs. ROBINSON, Bronenion, Thirsk Road, 
Northallerton.

Northwich.—Miss ANNIE G. PIERCE, Kirkfield, Chester 
Road, Northwich.

Winstord.—Miss WALSH. The Hollies, Winsford.
Norwich.—Miss EDITH L. WILLIS, Southwell Lodge, Ipswich 

Road, Norwich.
Harleston.—Mrs. HAZARD, Caltofts, Harleston.

Norwood.—Miss GREEN, 42, Anerley Rd., Up. Norwood, S.E.
Nottingham.—Mrs. W. E. DOWSON, Felixstowe, The Park, 

Nottingham.
Oldham.—Mrs. BRIDGE, 82, Greengate Street, Oldham ; and 

Mrs. SIDDALL, Station Street, Lees Road, Oldham. 
Olton.—Miss HOLDEN, Gowan Bank, Knildon Rd., Olton 
Oswestry.—Miss M. C. CARTWRIGHT, Brook Street House, 

, Oswestry.
Ottery St. Mary.—Mrs. HARTLEY, Bingham Lodge, Ottery 

St. Mary, Devon.
Oxford.—Mrs. Haverfield, Winshields, Headington Hill, 

Oxford. .
Oxford Women Students.—Miss DAVIES COLLEY, Briarwood, 

Woking.
Lady Margaret Hall.—
St. Hilda’s Hall.— 
St. Hugh’s College.— 
Somerville College.

Oxted and Limpsfield.—Mrs. SEYD, Spinney Meade, Rock- 
field Road, Limpsfield.

Fangbourne.—Miss L. JONES, Jesmond Hill, Pangbourne.
Pembury, Matfield, and Brenchley.—Miss MABEL SYMONDS, 

The Grange, Matfield, Kent.
Penrith.—Miss MAY LAURENCE, Newton Rigg, Penrith.
Penzance.—Mrs. BACHE, 3, St. Mary’s Place, Penzance ; and 

Mrs. HODGSON PRATT, Carne Eve, Sennen, nr. Penzance. 
Pendeen — V

Portsmouth.—Miss N. O’Shea, The Cottage, Cosham, Hants.
Preston.—Mrs. TODD, Penwortham House, near Preston ; 

Pro tem., M. WILLAN, Esq., 9, Victoria Road, Fulwood, 
Preston.

Radcliffe-cum-Farnworth.—Miss K. SCHOLFIELD, Stanley 
House, Besses o' the Barn.

Ramsgate.—Miss MARGARET E. SALE, 8, Royal Crescent, 
Ramsgate.

Reading.—Miss ASHCROFT, Sunset, Kendrick Road, Reading. 
Redditch.—Frederick J. BARKER, Esq., 10, Unicorn Hill, 

Redditch.
Reigate and Redhill.—Miss CROSFIELD, Undercroft, Reigate ; 

and Miss WOODHAM, Twyford, Redhill.
Rochdale.—Miss G. STARKIE, Roach Place, Rochdale. 
Romiley.—Mrs. F. B. WILD, 23, Warwick Road, Romiley.
Rotherfield and Mark Cross.—Miss E. K. BEALE, Allan 

Down, Rotherfield, Sussex.
Royal Holloway College.—(Old Students) Miss M. C. 

Anderson, 120, Burnt Ash Hill, Lee, S.E. 
Rugby.—Mrs. WEST (Office), Kelton Chambers, Regent 

Street, Rugby.
St. Helen's.—Miss M. GARNER, 7, Laurel Road, St. Helens, 

. Lancs.
Salisbury.—Miss HARDY, Kincardine, 15, Southampton 

Road, Salisbury.
Scarborough.—Mrs. CATT (Office), 8, Falconers Chambers, 

Huntriss Row, Scarborough.
Seaforth.—Mrs. MACHIN, 31, Cambridge Road, Seaforth, 

Lancs.
Sevenoaks.—Mrs. Thomas OKEY, Blasted Chart, Sevenoaks

Shanklin.—Miss E. de B. GRIFFITH, Snowden, Shanklin.
Sheffield.—Mrs. GILL, 19, Southgrove Road, Sheffield.
Shildon and District.—Miss ALICE ROBSON, bunnydale, 

Shildon, R.S.O. Durham.
Shoreham and Otford.—Miss DOROTHY Scorr, Shoreham, 

Sevenoaks.
Shropshire.—Miss HILLS (Lit. Shop}, 13, Butcher Row, 

Shrewsbury.
Sidmouth and District.—Lady LOCKYER, 16, Pen y wern 

Road, S.W.
Silloth.—Miss JACKSON, The Camp, Silloth, Cumberland.
Solihull and District.—Miss NOEL WRIGHT, Sutton Lodge, 

Solihull ; pro tem., Mrs. Dowson, Yew Tree Cottage 
Lapworth, Warwick.

Southampton.—Miss A. D. HORTON, Lilgarth, Highfield 
Lane, Southampton.

Southport.—Miss MARGARET BICKETT, 98, Forest Road, 
Southport.

South Shields and Jarrow.—Miss ANNIE DICKINSON, Lang- 
holm. Jarrow.

Sowerby Bridge.—Miss Wigglesworth, II, Oxford Street, 
Sowerby Bridge.

Stockport.—Miss MARY Deakin, M.A., 128, Grenville Street, 
Stockport.

Stratford-on-Avon.—Mrs. Cameron Stuart, The High 
School, Stratford-on-Avon.

Street.—Mrs. CLOTHIER, Leigh Holt, Street, Somerset.
bunderland.—Mrs. J OHNSON, 2, Gray Road, Sunderland; 

and Miss JOHNSON, 2, Gray Road, Sunderland.
Sutton Coldfield.—Mrs. Greenwood, Orotava, Wylde 

Green, Sutton Coldfield, .Birmingham; and Mrs. 
BUTCHER, Ashurst, Streetly, Sutton Coldfield.

Taunton.—Miss GRESWELL, 2, Haines Hill Terrace, Taunton. 
Teignmouth.—Miss MILES, Edgbaston, Coombe Road, 

Teignmouth. ,,
Three Towns and District.—Dr. Mabel RAMSAY, 4, Went- 

worth Villas, North Hill, Plymouth.
Todmorden.—Miss E. F. SACKETT, 14, Beaumont Street, Tod- 

morden.
Tonbridge.—Mrs. RIDGWAY, Greatham, 8, London Road, 

Tonbridge.
Topsham.—Mrs. Frood, Little Broadway House, Topsham, 

Devon.
Totnes.—Miss MILLS-YOUNG, Tordale, Totnes.
Tynemouth.—Miss GLADYS M. FENWICK, The Cottage, 

Jesmond Park East, Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Tunbridge Wells.—Miss VIOLET M. Matthews, 10, Frant 

Road, Tunbridge Wells.
Ulverston.—Miss L. STIRLING, ' Skelfleet, Ulverston.
Uxbridge.—Mrs. Blower, 7, Park Road, Uxbridge.
Wakefield.—Miss F. M. BEAUMONT, Hatfeild Hall, Wakefield. 
Wallasey.—Miss E. F. McPherson, 16, Newland Drive, 

Liscard, Cheshire.
Warrington.—Mrs. PIDDUCK, Whitefield Road, Stockton 

Heath, Warrington.
Warwick and Leamington.—Miss VELLACOTT, Langton 

House, Leamington.
Wells.—Miss A. F. Church, The Liberty, Wells, Somerset. 
West Bromwich.—Mrs. LANGLEY BROWNE, Moor House, 

West Bromwich, Staffs.
Weston-super-Mare.—Mrs. YOUNGMAN, Torre House, Weston- 

super-Mare.
Weybridge and District.—Miss AGNES Gardiner, Heath- 

field, Weybridge.
Whaley Bridge.—Miss C. D. Simpson, Lynton, Whaley 

Bridge.
Whitby.—Miss THORNTON, Carr Hill Lane, Sleights, Yorks. 
Widnes.—Miss GRACE M. MORRISON, Wellfield, Farnworth, 

Widnes, Lancs.
Wigan and District.—Mrs. CHARNLEY, 63, Ince Green Lane, 

Ince, Wigan.
Wigton.—Miss ELSIE CROOKES, Council House, Wigton, 

Cumberland.
Wilmslow Styal and Alderley Edge.—Mrs. FORREST HEWIT, 

Overhill, Wilmslow Park, Wilmslow, Cheshire.
Wilts (North).—Miss ASKEW, St. Hiliare, Bath Road, 

Swindon ; and Miss KATHLEEN Ainsworth, Summer- 
ville, Bath Road, Swindon.

Wilts (South).—Mrs. Peart, Fovant, Salisbury.
Winchester.—Mrs. WALTER CAREY, The Lodge, Bereweeke 

Road, Winchester.
Winscombe.—Mrs. TANNER, Fordlynch, Winscombe, Somerset. 
Wisbech.—Miss A. Woodgate, Tydd St. Giles Rectory, 

Wisbech.
Woburn Sands.—Miss E. WOODs, Firdale, Woburn Sands, 

R.S.O.
Woking.—Miss DAVIES COLLEY, Briarwood, Woking.
Wolverhampton.—Mrs. F. D. TAYLOR, 107, Waterloo Road, 

W ol verhampton.
Worcester.—Miss Power, Old Trinity House, Worcester.
Worthing.—Miss HELEN WRIGHT, 31, Warwick Street, 

Worthing. -
Wrexham.—Miss GWYNNETH Whitehouse, Derwen Lodge, 

Wrexham.
York.—Mrs. E. R. MEYER, The Nook, Huntington, York.

SCOTLAND.

Aberdeen.—Miss Dorothy TAIT, 9, Ferryhill PL, Aberdeen' 
Abernethy.—Miss WILLIAMSON, Ochil View, Abernethy, 

Perthshire.
Beauly.—Miss E. MACRAE, Gladstone Villa, Beauly.
Berwickshire.—Mrs. Hope, Sunwick, Berwick-on-Tweed.
Bridge of Allan.—Mrs. ALEC MORRISON, Roselea, Bridge of 

Allan.
Crieff.—Miss KINGHORN, Mayfield, Crieff.
Cupar (Fife).—Miss S. CAMPBELL, Westwood, Cupar, Fife. 
Dingwall.—Miss K. MACRAE, Bridaig House, Dingwall.
Dunbar.—Miss F. MELISE ASPINWALL, 4, Bowmont Terrace, 

Dunbar.
Dundee.—-Mrs. TUACH MACKENZIE, Westgreen, Dundee.
Dunfermline.—Miss MARGARET DUGUID, 12, Maygate, Dun- 

fermline.
Edinburgh.—Miss LIZA GORDON, 40, Shandwick Place, 

1 Edinburgh. Hon. Sec., Miss K. M. LONDON.
Stirling Burgh and City.—

Elgin & Lossiemouth.—Miss MACPHERSON, The Studio, 23, 
High Street, Elgin ; and Miss Forsyth, Dalquharran, 
Lossiemouth.

Falkirk.—Mrs. ROBB, Laurieston Manse, Falkirk.
Forres.—Miss Jessie Hays. 91, High Street, Forres.
Galashiels.—Miss JESSIE Tod, 187, Magdala Ter., Galashiels.
Glasgow. Miss LINDSAY, 202, Hope Street, Glasgow.
Glenfarg.—Miss Jessie Seaton, Green Bank Cottage, 

Glenfarg.
Greenock.—Mrs. LAURIE, Red House, 38, Ardgowan Street, 

Greenock.
Gourock.—Miss R. M. SOULSBY, 32, Caledonian Crescent, 

■ Gourock.
Haddington.—Miss JENNIE RIDDELL, Oaklands, Haddington.
Hawick.—Miss WILLIAMSON,Teviot House, Hawick.
Innerleithen.—Miss NEWLANDS, Traquair Rd., Innerleithen.
Inverness.—Mrs. James FRASER, 19, Old Edinburgh Road, 

Inverness.

John-o'-Groats.—Mrs. MACKAY, Town and County Bank 
House, Thurso.

Kelso.—Mrs. MEIN, Croft House, Kelso.
Kilmacolm.—Mrs. WOOD, Barclaven, Kilmacolm, Renfrew

shire.
Kilmarnock.—Mrs. AUSTEN, Bank of Scotland House, 

Kilmarnock; pro tem., Dr. NANNETTI, The Wards, 
Kilmarnock.

Kirkcaldy.—Miss Beveridge, Fergus Lodge, Kirkcaldy.
Lenzie.—Mrs. Young, Emsworth, Lenzie.
Leven.—Mrs. GALLOWAY, The Bank House, Leven.
Melrose.—Miss M. ALLEN, Weirhill, Melrose.
Nairn.—-Miss DOUGALL, Braeriach, James St., Lossiemouth; 

pro tem., Miss ELLIS, Golf View, Nairn.
Newburgh-on-Tay.—Miss MATTHEW, Barns o' Woodside, 

Newburgh.
Oban.—Miss Robertson, Morris Hill, Oban.
Orcadian.—Mrs. Cursiter, Daisybank, Kirkwall, Orkney. 
Paisley.—Mrs. SEMTHURST, 30, Whitehaugh Drive, Paisley.
Peebles.—Miss A. F. BEAUCHAMP, Dawyck, Stobo, Peebles 

shire.
Perth.—Mrs. ANDREW SMITH, Murrayville, Kinnoull Terrace, 

Perth.
Port Glasgow.—Mrs. W. S. ANDERSON, Alderwood East, 

Port Glasgow.
St. Andrews.—Mrs. FINLAY, New Halls, St. Andrews, Fife ; 

pro tem., Mrs. STOUT, Craigard, The Scores, St. Andrews.
Selkirk.—Miss Katherine BROWN, Hallidays Park, Selkirk.
Shetland.—Miss Jamieson, Twagios, Lerwick, Shetland. 
Tain.—Miss DAISIE MACKENZIE, 31, Lamington St., Tain. 
Wick.—Miss ELIZABETH GRANT, 2, Moray Street, Wick.

WALES.
Abergavenny.—Miss EMILY F. WALKER.
Aberystwyth.—Miss ETHEL EVANS, B.A., Broniarth, North 

Road, Aberystwyth.
Bangor.—Mrs. C. Price WHITE, Rockleigh, Bangor.
Bethesda & Dist.—Miss AGNES Huws, 19, Ogwen Terrace, 

Bethesda.
BRIDGEND.—Miss WILLIAMS, 55, Sunnyside, Bridgend, Glam 
Cardiff & Dist.—Office: Miss HOWELL, 35, Windsor Place , 

Cardiff.
Carnarvon.—Miss LOUISA REES, Plas Brereton, Carnarvon. 
Carmarthen.—Miss ALICE EVANS, Greenhill, Carmarthen. 
Colwyn Bay.—Miss KENYON, Kelmscott, Coed Coch Road, 
e Colwyn ; and Miss M. SPENCER, Longmead, Rhos-on-Sea. 
Criccieth.—Mrs. WALTER J ONES, Emu, Criccieth ; and Miss 

JONES, Llys Owen, Criccieth.
Llandudno.—Mrs. MARKS, Maes Gwyn, Abbey Rd., Llan- 

dudno ; and Miss WRIGHT, Preswylfa, Abbey Road, 
Llandudno. . "0 

Llanelly.—Miss HATTIE EVANS, 15, Greenfield Villas, Llanelly. 
Llangollen.—Miss B. STEWART, Hafod y Coed, Llangollen. 
Merionethshire.—Miss BUDDIG-PUGH, Rossetti, Aberdovey. 
Merthyr & Dist.—Miss M. J. WILLIAMS, I, Lewis Terrace 

Heolgerrig, Merthyr Tydfil.
Penarth.—Pro tem., Mrs. Hammond ROBINSON, 13, Victoria 

Road, Penarth. — 
Penaenmawr.—Miss A. M. HARKER, Fernbrook Road, 

Penmaenmawr.
Pontypridd.—Mrs. PARRY, Eirianfa, Pontypridd, Glam. 
Pwllheli.—Mrs. HUGHES, Caryg, Cardiff Road, Pwllheli.
Rhyl & Dist.—Mrs. SARSON, 3, Grange Road, Rhyl; pro 

tem., Mr. CHARLES HUBBARD, I, Emlyn Grove, Rhyl.

FEDERATIONS.
Eastern Counties Federation.—Mrs. E. E. KELLETT, M.A., 

4, Belvoir Terrace, Cambridge. Area: Bedfordshire. 
Cambridgeshire, Essex (with the exception of Romford 
and Walthamstow Divs.), Herts (with the exception of 
the Watford div.), Huntingdonshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, 
and the Spalding div. of Lincolnshire, including the 
Borough of Boston. .

Kentish Federation.—Dr. BRUNYATE, 4, Effingham Crescent, 
Dover; and Miss BOMFORD, Hillersdon House, Dover. 
Area : The County of Kent.

Manchester & Dist. Federation.—Miss MARGARET ROBERT 
SON, 8 5, Deansgate Arcade, Manchester. Area: East 
Lancs, the High Peak div. of Derbyshire, all Cheshire, 
(with the exception of the Wirrall div. the Eddisbury 
div., and Chester.) ., 

Midlands (East).—Miss MAUD DOWSON, Sulney Fields, 
Upper Broughton, Melton Mowbray. Area: Derby- 
shire (with the exception of the High Peak Div.), Notts, 
Leicestershire, Northants and in Lincs the constituencies 
of Gainsborough, Horncastle, Sleaford, Grantham, 
Lincoln, Louth.

Midlands (West).—Miss NOEL WRIGHT, Sutton Lodge, 
Solihull. Area: Shropshire, Staffordshire, Worcester- 
shire, Warwickshire.

N. and E. Ridings of Yorkshire.—Miss E. Bateson, Robin 
Hood's Bay, Yorkshire. Area: N. and E. Ridings and 
the Ripon Div. of the West Riding, and in Lincs the 
divisions of Brigg and Great Grimsby.

North-Eastern Federation.—Miss HARDCASTLE, 3, Orborne 
Terrace, Newcastle-on-Tyne. Area : All Northumber- 
land and Durham.

North-Western Federation.—Miss L. WALKER, Brettargn 
Holt, Kendal; and Miss MARSHALL, Hawse End, Kes, 
wick. Area : All Westmorland, and Cumberland, and 
in Lancs, the Divs. of North Lonsdale and Lancaster 
and the Borough of Barrow. ,

Oxford, Berks and Bucks,—Mrs. HAVERFIELD, Headington 
Hill, Oxford. Area: The Counties of Oxford, Berks 
and Bucks and the Watford Div. of Herts.

South Wales Federation.—Miss Janet Price, 159, Newport 
Road, Cardiff. A rea: The Counties of Glamorgan, 
Brecon, Radnor, Carmarthen, Cardigan, and Pembroke 
in Wales and Monmouthshire in England.

South-Western Federation.— Mrs. PENRY, Heles Schoo 
Exeter. Area: The Counties of Devon and Cornwall. 

Surrey, Sussex and Hants.—Miss M. O’Shea, The Cottage, 
Cosham, Hants. Area: Counties of Surrey, Sussex, 
and Hants, and the Isle of Wight.

West Lancs, West Cheshire, and N. Wales.—Miss Jessie 
BEAVAN, 12, Ullet Road, Liverpool. Area: West 
Lancs, the Wirrall and Eddisbury Divs, of Cheshire, 
and in N. Wales Anglesey, Denbighshire, Flintshire, 
Merionethshire, Montgomeryshire, Carnarvonshire.

West of England Federation.—Miss WHEELWRIGHT, 52, 
Sydney Buildings, Bath. Area: The Counties of 
Somersetshire, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire. . ,

West Riding of Yorkshire.—Mrs. BAUER, 8, Springwood 
Terrace, Bradford. Area : All the West Riding with 
the exception of the Ripon Div.

North of -=- —— ‘ BLACK, 9, Victoria Terrace, 
Inverness. Area: The Counties of Inverness, Nairn, 
and Elgin, the Inverness Burghs, and the Burgh of 
Fortrose. „

Scottish Federation.—Dr. ELSIE INGLIS, M.B.C.M. AU 
communications to the Secretary, Scottish Federation, 
2, St. Andrew's Square, Edinburgh. Area : All Scot, 
land, with the exception of the Inverness Burghs and 
the Counties of Inverness, Nairn and Elgin.

Other Soeie ties
THE ACTRESSES' FRANCHISE LEAGUE.

The annual birthday party arranged by the Committee 
of the Actresses’ Franchise League at the Criterion last 
Friday was a great success. A delightful programme was 
provided by the play department, which included songs 
by Madame Alice Esty, recitations by Miss Grace Jean 
Crocker, a violin solo by Miss Marjorie Clemens, a con- 
certina solo by Miss Christine Hawkes, dances and song 
by little Phyllis Bourke, and a humorous sketch by Miss 
Fanny Wentworth.* Mrs. Pertwee acted as hostess to the 
artistes, while Mrs. Arncliffe Sennett was hostess for the 
Committee. I

The next " At Home" of the Actresses’ Franchise 
League will held in the Grand Hall of the Criterion 
Restaurant on Friday, January 12th, at 3 p.m. (Please 
note change of date.) Miss Winifred Mayo will take the 
chair, Mrs. Gilbert Samuel, Mrs. Percy Dearmer, and Sir 
John Rolleston will speak, and Miss Lily Brayton will be 
the hostess.

THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE SOCIETY.
Hon. Sec.: Miss Beatrice Gadsby, B.A. 

Hon. Treas.: Miss Monica Whately
Office: 51, Blandford Street, Baker Street, W.

MEMBERS are asked to make known the new office 
address, office hours 5 to 6 on Tuesdays and Fridays, or 
by appointment. Members are particularly requested to 
write at once to the Hon. Seo., offering to lend their 
drawing-rooms for meetings, a series of which is to be 
held directly after the holidays

FREE CHURCH LEAGUE FOR WOMAN SUFFRAGE. 
General Secretaries: Rev. 0. and Mrs. Fleming Williams, 

2, Holmbury View, Clapton, N. .
THE General Secretaries will be glad to communicate 

with those anxious to form branches, or arrange for 
meetings. Combined meetings with the Church League 
are being arranged, details later. Donations to the 
Foward Movement Fund should be sent to the Hon. 
Treasurer, Mrs. Holman, 55, Talbot Road, Highgate, N:

Forthcoming Meetings
ARRANGED BY THE NATIONAL UNION.

JANUARY 4. . — , _ . ,
Leamington—Birch s Music Rooms, Parade-Warwics 

and Leamington Franchise Club.
JANUARY 9. -

Newcastle-on-Tyne—27, Ridley Place—Suffrage Choir 
Practice.

JANUARY 10.
Sevenoaks—The Chantry—Monthlv Meeting—Miss 

J. H. Thomson, B.A.
Filey—" The Grand "—Amateur Theatricals— 

" Niobe.” ...
Bournemouth—Assembly Rooms, The Avenue— 

Home.” 
JANUARY 12.

Huddersfield—Mayor’s Parlour-Deputation to Mr. 
Spenell—Miss Siddon, Mrs. Donkersley.

JANUARY 16. ' ,
Wallasey—Central Liberal Club—Miss Rathbone 
Malton—Adult School—Miss I. O. Ford.
Newcastle-on-Tyne—27, Ridley Place—Suffrage Choir 

Practice.
Great Marlow—Danesfield—Drawing-room meeting 

—Mrs. Robie Uniacke. Cameron Grant, 
Esq., E. Hornby-Lewis, Esq. (chair).

JANUARY 17. ‘

3.0

8.0

3.30

8.0
7.30

8.0

3.0

Keswick—Battersby Lecture Hall—" The Economic 
Aspect of W.S.’’—Miss C. E. Marshall, 

€ ‘ The Educational Uses of W.S."—
Miss Highton. 8.0

Bournemouth—Assembly Rooms, The Avenue—" At 
Home.” 4 6

JANUARY 18.
Leicester—Victoria Hall. Granby Street—Suffrage 

Plays acted by local suffragists. Evening.

LONDON.
JANUARY 5.

North Hackney—Mrs. Barrons’s drawing-room 
meeting—Mrs. Mustard, Mrs. Wheatley. 3.30

JANUARY 9.
Chingford—Spicer Hall Congregational Chapel, 

W.L.A.—Miss Fielden. 3.0 
JANUARY 10.

Brentford—St. George’s Parliament, Green School— 
Miss Helen Ward. 8.0

JANUARY 11.
Highgate and East St. Pancras—Spear’s Memorial 

Hall, Highgate Hill—The Elizabeth 
Bessie Comedy Company in a 17th 
century play—Tickets 2s. 6d. and 1s. 8.0

JANUARY 13.
Upper Norwood—Grove Lodge—Miss Abadam, Miss 

Emily Green (chair). 3.0
JANUARY 15.

Ealing—Miss Debac’s drawing-room meeting—Miss 
Watson. 3.30

Poplar—Weslevan Chapel Lecture Hall, Woodstock 
Road—Mrs. Gimingham, M.A. 3.30

HEALTH SOUTHALLS’ Towels
POSSESS MANY GREAT ADVANTAGES :—

Their elasticity gives comfort to the wearer.
Their complete absorbency promotes cleanliness and gives security.
Their unique softness gives warmth and ease.
Their thorough antisepticity is the greatest safeguard of health,

•WARNING. Do not ask for Sanitary Towels—ask 
specially for Southalls’. Other makes lack the many 
advantages which distinguish Southalls.

. Sold at Ladies’ Counters in all Drapers, Chemists, etc., in silver packets of 
one dozen at 6d., x/-, 1/6 and 2/-. A FREE SAMPLE can be obtained by 
writing to The Lady Manager, 17, Bull Street, Birmingham.

JANUARY 17.
Fulham—Mrs. Raikes Bromage’s drawing-room 

meeting—Miss C. Corbett, B.A., Miss 
Wickham (chair). 8.30

Sutton—Large Hall, Adult School—Public meeting 
____________ and debate—Mrs. Snowden.________ Evening.

‘ IRELAND.
JANUARY 11.

Dublin—35, Molesworth Street—Irish W.S. and 
Local Government Association—Com- 

____________ mittee meeting.________________________ 11.30
MEETINGS ADDRESSED BY MEMBERS OF THE 

UNION.
JANUARY 12.

Oldham—Lyceum—Oldham District Teachers’ Asso- 
ciation—Miss Marjory Lees. 7.43

MAUD BARHAM,
186, REGENT STREET, w.

GOWN for Walking or House 
wear, in soft Woollen M terials 
or Serge, with Muslin Under- 

blouse, Hand-embroidered.

£4 4s.

Patterns and 
Estimates on appli

cation.

Artistic Dress
for all occasions.

3.0

8.0

Colour Restored to its perfectly natural colour by 
the use of

COURTICE’S EXTRACT OF
NUT GALLS.

Invaluable to ladies for their hair, as it restores the 
colour close to the skin in a few hours. Unequalled for 
whiskers and moustaches; feeds the roots. Inexpensive, 
harmless, and unchangeab e. Post fre-. United Kingdom, 
2/9, 3/9, 5/3,10/6, 211- ; sample. 1/3. E tablished 52 years. 

Medical Certificate with each, bottle.

FUSTY and fading hair checked at once by using 
COURTICE’S CALIMIANTHIST. Known to be abso
lutely reliable, Almost colourless. Nature's true restorer 
lor hair of any shade from golden to jet black. Not a 
dye, not a stain. Free from poison and any injurious 
ingredient. Does not soil linen or the skin, and warranted 
harmless. Post free. 2/3. 3/9, 5/3. 6/9. Enormous saving 
by buying the 6/9 size, contains nearly 6 times the Quantity 

of that in 2/3 bot les.

HAIR FALLING OUT STOPPED in a week by the use 
of COURTICE’S HAIR STIMULANT (Eau Tonique). 
Quite harmless. Its use cannot be detected. Post 

free, 2/9, 5/4.

Invaluable for improving growth of hair, and preventing 
hair falling out from the roots.

COURTICE’S QUININE, GLYCERINE, AND CAN- 
TH ARIDES. A Scientifically prepared and positive Hair 
Grower. Checks Decay. Imitated by many but equalled 

by none. 2/6, 5/-, and 10/6.

FREEMAN & Co.,
20, Mimosa St., Fulham, London, S.W.

PREPAID ADVERTISEMENT e
------- t

Not exceeding 10 words: 1 insertion, 9d. 2 insert -
1s. 3d. 3 insertions, 1s. 6d. 6 insertions, 2s. 9d. 
insertions, 5s. Qd. Every additional ten words, 6d. ea 
per insertion. All payments for Advertisements should 
made to the Manager, 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

SUFFRAGE NOTICES.

MISS MARY WESTALL, N.U.W.S.S., . accepts 
engagements to give humorous anti-suffrage 

speech. For terms apply, 69, Hamilton Road, Golders 
Green, N.W.

RS. HICKS, B.A., is open for speaking engage- 
ments. Particulars Illa, Whiteladies Road, 

Bristol.

RS. MERIVALE MAYER at liberty.—Address 
24, Queensberry Place, South Kensington.

PROFESSIONAL.

CENTRAL BUREAU FOR THE EMPLOYMENT
OF WOMEN. 5. Prince’s Street, Cavendish 

Square, W. Telephone 5060 Mayfair. TRAINING 
IN METHOD, comprising precis-writing, card- 
indexing, simple systems of book-keeping, statistics, 
etc. Day and evening courses at moderate terms. 
For further particulars apply Secretary.

ARDEN COLONY FOR GENTLEWOMEN. Gar- 
dening, bees, poultry, domestic science. On- 

lookers, 21s. ; workers, 15s. and 10s. 6d. Stamp.— 
Miss Turner, Horsington, Lincoln.

MARY MCLACHLAN, Typist, 4, Chapel Walk, 
Manchester.

GENERAL.

Boneless cobsets, unbreakable. Illustrated 
List Free.—-Knitted Corset Company, Nottingham.

OR A CHARITY.—Bead Chains, Suffrage colours, 
3a. 6d., 2s. 6d., also all kinds Bead Articles sent 

Suffrage Sales on commission.—Mrs. Porter, The 
Avenue, Fleet.

Headache POWDERS. — Fourteen Cures for 
One Shilling. Higgins, Pharmacist, Stevenage.__

LADIES’, GENT.’S and CHILDREN’S Cast-off 
Clothing, Boots, etc., wanted to buy. Best 

prices given. Parcels sent will be valued and cheques 
sent per return.—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby Street, 
Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne. _______

LD FALSE TEETH.—We give highest possible 
prices for above. Offers made ; if unacceptable, 

teeth returned. Dealers in old Gold and Silver in any 
form. Bankers’ references. Straightforward dealing. 
—Woolfall and Company, Southport.

REMNANT SALE! Genuine white art Irish 
Linen, suitable for D'oyleys, Tea-cloths, Tray- 

cloths, etc. Big pieces only. 2/6 per bundle, postage 
4d. Sale catalogue FREE. Write to-day, Hutton’s, 
159, Larne, Ireland.     . |

SHETLAND HOSIERY from the knitter. Miss
Irvine, Praed Side, Scalloway, N.B.

WHERE TO LIVE.

(OUNTRY NURSING AND CONVALESCENT 
• HOMES. Penn’s Lane, Erdington, near Bir
mingham. For Paying Patients. (Under the dis- 
tinguished patronage of the Countess of Bradford.) 
Medical, Surgical, Massage. Permanent Patients 
received in Homes. (Care of one delicate child.) Fully 
certificated. Hospital-trained Nurses sent out on 
application.—Miss C. Fallows, Matron. Telephone: 
117 Erdington. Telegrams: “ Nursing, Erdington.

HOSTEL for LADIES.—Central. Highly recom- • 
mended. — Miss Sullivan, 50, Osnaburgh Street, 

Portland Road Station, W. Terms moderate.

HOSTEL for Professional Women.—Miss Broad
bent, M.A., Elmhurst, Victoria Park, Man- 

Chester.
ADY, V EGETARIAN, wishes to meet with another 

to share home and expenses. Bracing Leeds 
suburb. Car within five minutes. 1027, COMMON CAUSE 
Office.________

EGETARIAN BOARD-RESIDENCE, temporary 
Y or permanent. Home-like. Ladies and Gentle- 

men. Convenient situation. Room and Breakfast 
from 3s. per day.—Madame Veigele, 63 and 65, Hereford 
Road, Bayswater, W.______________ *

o A REDCLIFFE GARDENS, London, S.W. 
O+, Ladies only. Terms from 25s.
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F NEAR THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

INCSLEY HOTEL
•iART STREET, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE, 

LONDON.
Well-appointed and commodious TEMPERANCE HOTEL, licensed 

.11 the conveniences and advantages of the larger m
Hotels at moderate charges _ . .Telegraphic Address— “ BOOKCRAF I, LONDON-

Lounges and Spacious Dining, Drawing, 
Writing, Reading, Billiard, and

Smoking Rooms.
Bathrooms on every Floor.

Perfect Sanitation. Passenger Lifts.
Floors Fireproof Throughout.

Night Porters. Telephone.

BEDROOM, ATTENDANCE, AND TABLE 

D'HOTE BREAKFAST, SINGLE, 
from 5/6 to 7/6.

TABLE D’HOTE DINNER, six courses, 3)-

Full Tariff and Testimonials on ApoHication

INVISIBLE COURIERS TOURS
Dr. Seelig’s System.

Pre-arranged. Inclusive. ' Independent.
16 Days’ Swiss Winter Sports Tour, 11 Guineas. 

Start any Day.
PALESTINE and EGYPT TOUR, under leadership of the Rev.
W. Hippisley, Cameley Rectory, Temple Cloud, Bristol. 43 days, 

60 Guineas. Start 21st February, 1912.
Tours to Algiers, Tunis, Italy, Spain, Riviera, etc. Start any day.

Independent Travel. For full particulars write
50, Parliament Street, London, S.W.

ROYAL ABBEY LAUNDRY AND 
CLEANING WORKS, 

CHISWICK PARK, W .
Telephoned 588 HAMMERSMITH.

Proprietors—Mr. and Mrs. F. HENRY.

Deansgate Temperance Hotel,
Manrhoctor LARGEST AND BEST IN THE TOWN.

—===-9-97-!• Most centrally situated.
Manchester and Salford Oars to all parts pass close to the Hotel. 

PASSENGER LIFT. TWO NIGHT PORTERS.
Re-decorated and re-furnished.

National Telephone 5538 & 5539 City. Manchester.
STANLEY D. GORDON, Manager.

A VALUABLE PRESENT.

Volumes I and II
of

The
Common Cause.

Indispensable as a work of reference to every 
Suffrage and Anti-Suffrage speaker and writer.

The Index has been prepared with great care*

Bound in red, white, and green.

Price 8s. 6d. Postage 7d. per volume.

Apply, The Manager, 2, Robert Street* Adelphi, W.C.

r^O^ (Seeola)TOOTH POWDER 5 an IDEAL DENTIFRICE, BECAUSE
It is Antiseptic but non-poisonous.
Does hot contain any injurious Acid or Dye.
Preserves and whitens the teeth.
Certified by the Institute of Hygiene, 1910.
Awarded honours at the J a pan-British Exhibition.
Sold by Chemists Everywhere.

Wholesale: Black Bull Works, Caledonian Market, London. N.J

THE CONCILIATION BILL.
To counteract MISREPRESENTATION, Suffragists and the general 
public should be made acquainted with its provisions and effect. 
Broadcast distribution of the two-colour explanatory leaflet just 
drawn up by Miss Margaret Robertson, B.A., is the best means of 
doing so. To be had only from THE WILLIAM MORRIS PRESS, 
LTD., 42, ALBERT STREET, MANCHESTER, at the prices 
following:—250 3s. 6d., 500 5s., 1,000 9s., 2,000 17s., 3,000 24s., 
5,000 37s. 6d., all carriage paid.

Tel. 2906 Gerrard. Licensed by L.C.O.

THE WEST END ASSOCIATION.
(Miss GOLDING.)

Secretaries, Housekeepers, Matrons, Governesses, Nurses . and 
Companions introduced free of charge. Flats, families receiving 
Paying Guests, Schools, Nursing Home* and Couriers recommended. 
There is also a Branch for Domestic Servants.

317, REGENT STREET, W. (Near QUEEN’S HALL)

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE.
A delicate and beautiful reproduction 
in colours of the famous picture of 

MISS FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
exhibited at the

NATIONAL GALLERY
is now published by the

Men’s League for Women’s Suffrage
and obtainable by return of post at the low price of 5 /- each 
post free packed in a roller. The picture is 12 * 8, inset in 
a specially designed margin, making the total length and width 
20 * 14 inches.

Readers wishing for one of these pictures kindly fill in the 
following coupon and post to or call at the

MEN’S LEAGUE FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE,
159, ST. STEPHEN’S HOUSE, WESTMINSTER.

Please send me .......................  copies of Miss F. Nightingale’s

reproduction in colours, for which I enclose..................................

Kindly send by return of post.

Name ........................... ................................... ........... .................. .

Address ................................................................. .. .. .....................

Date........... ....................................... ...... ...................
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