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POSTPONEMENT OF THE 
ATHENS CONGRESS.

The Board of Officers of the Alliance deeply regrets 
to announce that it has been necessary to cancel the 
arrangements for holding the Twelfth Congress in 
Athens in April of next year. The economic crisis had 
already become so acute by the time the Board met at 
Geneva in September that the members present felt 
they could not ignore the possibility that the difficulty 
of raising an adequate fund for expenses might seriously 
affect the succes of the Congress, and there was also the 
fact that it would be difficult for many, if not all, the 
Auxiliaries to send proper delegations to Athens. It 
was therefore decided to take a postal vote of the 
affiliated societies, treating this question of a postpone­
ment of the Congress beyond the three year period laid 
down in the Alliance Constitution, on the lines of an 
amendment to the Constitution, that is to say that the 
decision for or against postponement would only be 
held to be carried by a two-thirds majority of votes. 
As a result of this consultation, the necessary majority 
in favour of postponement has been reached, and a 
notice of postponement is being sent out to all societies 
and individuals who had previously received the Call 
to the Congress.

It will be readily understood that since the reason 
for postponement is the present distressing and 
extremely uncertain economic situation, it is not 
possible to propose any alternative date. The future 
alone can determine at what moment preparations can 
usefully be resumed, and we must all hope that there 
will be a rapid and material improvement within the 
next few months.

The Board was conscious that this, change of plan 
must inevitably be a disappointment to our Greek 
Auxiliary, and it was decided that in the event of the 
vote being in favour of postponement, the Greek 
society should be asked whether it would consider a 
special short Conference on suffrage and feminist 
questions, at which well-known speakers would be 
heard, would serve in some measure to replace the 
Congress from the point of view of its value to their 
national movement. After consideration, however, 
the Auxiliary has come to the conclusion that such a 
meeting would not arouse a great enough measure of 
interest among the public of Athens, and they prefer 
to wait in the hope that the Congress may still be 
staged there at a later date. Certainly all our other 
members will also hope that the understanding spirit 
in which the Auxiliary has accepted the postponement 
will be rewarded in the future by a brilliant Congress. 
Many will also hope that their own expectations of a 
visit to Athens may he realised when happier circum­
stances prevail.

The postponement of the Congress does at least 
permit all those societies which are working in support 
of the Disarmament Conference to give all their energy 
to that most important work. It may be hoped that 
the Conference will have produced satisfactory results— 
in themselves so important as a means for improving 
the economic situation—by the time that work for the 
next Congress can be resumed. We do not mean to 
imply that either nationally or internationally the 
purely feminist programme is to be suspended, but 
those Societies which have peace as one of the points on 
their programme will naturally feel that at the moment 
it has a particular urgency.

It is very unfortunate that the sequence of Alliance 
Congresses, once before interrupted by the war, should 
again be broken by an international crisis. It is for all 
our members to ensure that, though the three-yearly 
rhythm of our work has been broken, the consequences 
shall not be any loss of interest or weakening of 
solidarity.

NOTES AND NEWS.
Franchise for The Spanish Cortes, after long and 
Spanish heated discussion, has voted an Article 
Women. of the New Constitution, granting 

the vote to women of the age of 
twenty-three years and upwards. The majority in 
favour was fairly small—160 votes for and 121 
against. The Catholic Party, including the priest 
Deputies, by adding their votes to the Socialists, 
contributed to the feminist victory. Of the two 
women Deputies, Dona Victoria Kent voted against 
the motion and Dona Clara Campoamor made an 
eloquent appeal in its defence. As we understand the 
position, the Constitution, before it becomes operative, 
must receive the approval of the New Cortes after the 
General Election, but it is unlikely that the clause 
relating to women’s franchise will be struck out, and 
we feel that we may safely congratulate the women of 
Spain on their victory, long worked for and come at 
last, and look for happy conditions in Spain as a result of 
their enfranchisement.

Copy of telegram of congratulation sent to Spain:— 
Besteiro, President Cortes Espagnoles, Madrid.

Alliance Internationale Suffrage Femmes exprime 
aux Cortes Espagnoles ses plus chaudes felicitations 
pour reconnaissance droit de vote aux femmes. Stop. 
Se fait ainsi interprets nombreuses femmes pays 
encore sans suffrage feminin qui vivement encouragees 
par exemple ainsi donne par Republique espagnole 
l’en remercient profondement.

Gourd Secretaire generate Alliance.

Good news from Woman suffrage is taking another 
Brazil. long stride in Brazil. The sub­

committee of political rights 
appointed by the Revolutionary Government (after 
dissolution of Congress), to present a project of an 
election-law has just handed in its work.

The project provides for woman suffrage, in a some­
what restricted form.

It includes among voters unmarried women and 
widows, sui juris who are economically independent, 
through work or a profession, property or income; 
married women whose husbands have left them for 
over two years, those who have been appointed by 
judicial sentence to be head of the family; those 
separated from their husbands, by mutual consent or 
judicially; married women who are in business as heads, 
or managers of commercial and industrial enterprises, 
have a profession, with offices or premises of their own, 
or who are employed in such offices with the authorisa­
tion or presumable authorisation of their husbands.

Women factory hands or employees of business houses 
or factories, married or unmarried, provided they are 
economically independent.

The bill says' further that unmarried women or 
widows without means living under the paternal roof 
may not vote; that Brazilian women marrying foreigners 
do not lose their nationality. The vote is practically 
obligatory.

This bill has been very much criticised by the lawyers', 
judges and politicians interyiewd by the press. The 
general trend revealed by public opinion is that women 
should be given the vote on the same conditions as men.

The economic value of mothers and housewives has 
been repeatedly pointed out. The project has caused 
mixed feelings among the feminists. Whereas they 
feel the fact that a revolutionary and dictatorial 
government is willing to admit women to the vote is 
very significant, they are displeased with the restric­
tions. The new project is much less liberal than the 
law introduced into practice in the State of Rio Grande 
do Norte, by Dr. Juvenal Lamartine, and the bills in 

discussion in the former Senate and Chamber, all of 
which provided fuller equality.

As the project has been submitted to public opinion 
for sixty days, the Brazilian Federation for the Advance­
ment of Women is organising a series of - lectures by 
eminent lawyers, radio-speeches by women leaders, 
etc., etc., so as to strengthen the element which 
demands equal citizenship and full equality in the 
eyes of the law. Many telegrams and messages of 
congratulation have reached the Brazilian Federation 
for the Advancement of Women, and Bertha Lutz .

It is generally admitted that the great success of the 
International Feminist Congress organised by the 
Federation in June led to the inclusion of women in the 
new suffrage law.

The Trouble Messages exchanged recently between 
in women and women’s organizations in
Manchuria. China, Japan and Geneva testify to the 

intense desire on their part for a peaceful 
settlement through the League of Nations of the 
Mancuhrian problem.

The International Women’s Suffrage Alliance has 
received a joint telegram from the Chinese Women’s 
Suffrage Association, the Y.W. C.A. of China, the 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union of China, and 
the National Council of Women in China, which runs 
as follows:—

“Japan’s occupation of Manchuria threatens far- 
eastern peace, violates China’s sovereignty, ignores 
Kellogg Pace. Chinese women fear new bloodshed. 
Nations must prove honesty of intention in signature 
peace pact by insisting upon suspension of force and 
restoration of status quo. Urge joint standing 
committee obtain support of its eight organisations 
requesting strong action League of Nations.”
The five international women’s organizations with 

headquarters at Geneva—International Council of 
Women, International Women’s Suffrage Alliance, 
World’s Y.W.C.A., Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom, World Union for International 
Concord—united in sending a telegram to M. Tituleseo, 
President of the XIIth Assembly, and also to the 
League Council, claiming to speak for 40 million 
women belonging to 56 countries and urging that the 
Council bring the Sino-Japanese conflict to a peaceful 
settlement. They also sent a telegram to the Foreign 
Ministers of China and Japan, welcoming the with­
drawal of troops and urging both to submit the situation 
to the League of Nations, and one to the women’s 
organizations in China and Japan begging them to use 
their influence to get the situation referred to the 
League.

The President of the Y.W.C.A. in Japan and chair­
man of a group of representatives of women’s organiza­
tions in Japan has replied:—

“Appreciate your telegram. Co-operating with 
women’s organizations. Working for peace. Trying 
to encourage international thinking. ’ ’

A South African Miss Marie du Toit, writer of 
Feminist. ‘‘Vrou en Feminist,’’ the first and

so far the only plea for the cause of 
women written in Afrikaans, died at the end of August.

She was an invalid for the greater part of her life, 
but studied the woman’s question and supported the 
cause as passionately if not as brilliantly as Olive 
Schreiner, thereby adding strength to the movement 
through which at long last, the suffrage has been granted 
to South African women.

Women Workers in Figures just made public by the 
the United States. United States Census Bureau 

show the number of women 
gainfully employed in the United States as 10,778,794.

Comparison of this number with the number employed 
during the previous two decades is as follows:—•

Total
Gainfully

Females
Gainfully

Percentage of 
Females

Year. Employed Employed. Gainfully 
Employed.

1910 38,167,336 8 >075 ,772 21.16
1920 41,614,248 8,549,511 20.54
1930 48,832,589 10,778,794 22.07

English legal At the Law Society’s recent Provincial 
views on Meeting—an annual gathering of Eng- 
Feminist lish solicitors to consider legal problems 
problems. —there were papers and discussions on 

various legal matters of special import­
ance to women.

The favoured position of married women in English 
law under the Bankruptcy Acts was considered, and the 
consensus of opinion was that in view of the status of 
married women at the present day their comparative 
immunity from bankruptcy proceedings was an anomaly, 
and, as far as concerns persons dealing with such in 
the way of trade, inequitable.

An interesting paper was read by a woman solicitor on 
the proposal to establish in England a Court of Domestic 
Relations to replace the Police Court and possibly 
even the Divorce Court in matters affecting the relations 
of husband and wife and the welfare of children.

The vexed question of the nationality of married 
women in English law was again brought up, and, 
notwithstanding a number of dissentients, it is clear 
that English legal opinion is moving in the direction 
desired by the feminist organizations which will have 
the effect of bringing English law into line with many 
other legal systems.

Feminists Support Believing in the settlement of 
Moratorium. international difficulties by

1 economic agreements in the in­
terests of peace, the National League of Women Voters 
(U.S.A.) will support the ratification by Congress of 
the international agreement reached as a result of 
President Hoover’s proposal for a moratorium on the 
payment of war debts . The Congress of the United 
States will convene on December 7th, and one of its 
first items of business will be the consideration of the 
moratorium proposed last June by President Hoover 
and accepted shortly afterwards by the countries con­
cerned. Because of the approval of the plan by Con­
gressional leaders of both parties, and the country in 
general, prompt ratification is expected.

America’s Twelve After four months of balloting 
Greatest Women. the readers of the widely circu­

lated and popular woman’s 
magazine, Good Housekeeping, nominated more than 
two thousand different candidates for the magazine’s 
roster of America’s Greatest Living Women. Taking 
into consideration the votes of the thousands of readers 
and their own knowledge of women’s work in the United 
States, a jury of five distinguished men selected from the 
list the ‘ ‘ twelve greatest. ’ ’ Members of the jury were 
Newton D. Baker, Bruce Barton, Otto H. Kahn, Booth 
Tarkington, and Henry Van Dyke. On the list appears 
one name familiar to people in many countries, "the 
woman who has spent forty crowded years convincing 
the world that women are people—Came Chapman 
Catt.

The eleven others who share with Mrs. Catt the dis­
tinction of America’s greatest are: Grace Abbott, head 
of the United States Children’s Bureau, ′ ′ the person who 
knows and cares more about our 43,000,000 children, 
than anyone in the United States.” Jane Addams, 
founder of Hull House, famous social settlement in 
Chicago, ′ ′ lover of humanity and a social statesman of
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sanity, saintliness, and serene idealism, who has lived to 
share with humanity all its sorrows and all her joys.
Cecelia Beaux, well known artist, director of the 
American Federation of Arts, whose work has been 
awarded gold medals in all the great exhibi­
tions of the last twenty-eight years. Martha 
Berry, founder of the Berry Schools, the colossal 
farm college where 8,000 boys and girls of the 
southern mountain region have been given a chance to 
earn an education with the work of their own hands. 
Willa Cather, well-known novelist, winner of the 1922 
Pulitzer Prize, "who believes there is nothing in the 
world finer to write about than life, just as it is, and 
people, just as they are. ’' Grace Coolidge, wife of 
Calvin Coolidge, former president of the United States, 
and for six years a charming mistress of the White 
House. Minnie Maddern Fiske, one of the greatest 
actresses of the American stage, "the idol of theatre- 
goers throughout the land who delight in the fine 
intelligence and distinction of her spirited interpreta­
tions.” Helen Keller, blind and deaf, the most piti­
fully handicapped and most perfectly triumphant of 
women, "a living proof of the Divine Spark in the 
human brain.” Dr. Florence Rena Sabin, the first 
woman in America to reach a commanding position in 
the field of medical research. The only woman ever 
elected to the National Academy of Science a full 
member of the Rockefeller Institute for Medical 
Research. Ernestine Schumann-Heink, the loved 
contralto of the world, "who at 69 is helping others up 
the ladder she climbed unaided fifty years ago.” 
Mary E. Wooley, president of Mt. Holyoke College, 
"who believes that the highest purpose of education is 
to serve humanity. ’ ’

National Council of It has been said that the things 
Women of Ireland. which are not seen are of a more

• lasting nature than those which 
are on the surface.

Feminists should take comfort in reflecting on this 
truth. The Irish Times of Friday, Oct. 16th, like the 
majority of newspapers in these difficult days, was full of 
disquieting matter. Ireland is part of the British 
Commonwealth of Nations and the troubles, economic 
and otherwise, have a very definite effect on this country, 
as for instance, in the drop in the export of cattle and 
dairy produce. In a moment of fervour, an Irish 
patriot, many years ago, wished he could build a wall of 
brass forty feet high round the shores of Ireland. It is 
doubtful whether Irish farmers would find this helpful.

One of those apeakers, whose wisdom has been borne to 
us on waves of the ether, said the other day that pros­
perity cannot be obtained in compartments. Certainly, 
Irish trade cannot prosper when the purchasing power 
of the British consumer is seriously reduced. Also, 
there are purely domestic troubles, urban unemploy­
ment in the Linen Trade in the North, for reasons quite 
distinct from those which have led to the present inter­
national economic crisis, and rural unemployment in 
the South and West, due largely to the cessation of 
emigration to America. We have, therefore, troubles 
and rumours of troubles, but, work still goes on. In 
the same issue of the Irish Times they had a modest 
paragraph reporting the Annual Meeting of the National 
Council of Women, on Oct. 14th.

In spite of everything the Council in Belfast, Cork 
and Dublin could report that progress had been made. 
In the early part of the year Belfast had obtained an 
additional grant from the Corporation for the Child 
Welfare Work.

The Town Planning Measure suggested in the early 
part of the Parliamentary Session has apparently been 
held over. For this reason a resolution was brought up 
at the National Council pressing the need for some such 

measure, in order that housing schemes should make 
provision for children’s playgrounds and for preserva­
tion of the country-side. The resolution was moved by 
Dublin, as .the Irish Free-State Government proposes to 
carry a housing bill during the present Session.

Both Belfast and Dublin are surrounded by very 
beautiful country and it is felt that only immediate 
action can save this from the inroads of the vandals. 
In both cities, the danger to the children for want of 
open space is very real. ‘ ′ Sure, as soon as I have one 
of them on the side-walk, there’s a dozen more out on 
the street,” said a big Dublin Civic Guard engaged in 
the task to which that of Sisyphus was light, keeping 
tenement house children from playing in the street, 
which was the only open space available in that neigh­
bourhood. The National Council resolution asked 
therefore for town-planning legislation which would 
render compulsory measures for the preservation of the 
country-side and for provision of open spaces. Another 
resolution dealt with the recent enquiry into the effect 
of protective or restructive measures on the position of 
women in industry.

In collecting the replies to the questionnaires sent out 
by the International Alliance, evidence of the effect of the 
Night-Work Convention had been brought up tending to 
prove that the opportunities for employment, for 
example, in the printing trade had been seriously 
limited.

The whole question is so difficult and of so much 
importance that the National Council suggests the 
desirability of an enquiry by the I.L.O.

Reports were also submitted from the Cork Council 
recording special effort in support of the Fresh Air 
campaign. The tenement-house condition in an old 
city like Cork cannot be changed all at once but the Cork 
Council have found it possible to secure that the 
children shall be given a chance of breathing sea air and 
enjoying a little play on the lovely stands near Cork. 
The Cork Council is still working at the question of 
school meals. Signatures had been obtained from all 
the local doctors, and an effort is now being made to 
enlist support among the teachers.

The Dublin Council reported that the administration 
of the Affiliation Orders are being carefully watched. 
The representative of the Council on the Conference on 
Calendar Reform arranged by the League of Nations 
Society of Ireland reported on this subject.

The National Council expressed its satisfaction at 
the progress of the movement for Women Police in 
many Countries, and at the action of the League of 
Nations in officially consulting organised women on the 
question of nationality, and welcoming their co-opera­
tion in the work of peace.

Dora MELLONE.

Ex Africa The Balobedu are remarkable in having 
semper a queen as head of the tribe, which is 
aliquid divided into villages and districts. The 
novi. district headman has control over a more

or less large area. There are about 50 
districts, ranging in size from about two square miles 
to io square miles. The district headman rules his 
district by means of a council of adult males from his 
own village and the neighbouring village headmen.

The ultimate ruler is the queen, who has with her 
two councillors, one of whom deals with affairs relating 
to the tribe and the country, the other with the religious 
side of life. A curious feature, a survival of the days 
when there was a king, is that the queen has a number 
of "wives,” daughters of small chiefs, who are sent 
to her and work for her until they marry. The queen 
has an unofficial husband, who is never mentioned. 
She wields a great deal of power and receives unfailing 
obedience from her people.

GERMAN WOMEN AND THE DISARMAMENT 
CONFERENCE, GENEVA, 1932.

We have received a memorandum from our German 
Auxiliary, from which we give brief extracts (transla­
tions) below:—

The League of Nations claimed by its ideals and 
covenant to be the starting point for the organisation 
of a new order, an order founded on the ideals of 
humanity and justice. By building up a system of 
arbitration, by the intermediary of the League of 
Nations and the Court of International Justice at the 
Hague, conflicts between nations were to be settled by 
peaceful means. The universal and voluntary dis­
armament of the nations which took part in the 
world war. Was to be the coping stone of the building, 
of which the foundation had been laid by the disarma­
ment of Germany under the Versailles Treaty. That 
this has become the sense of the German disarmament, 
not only as seen from the German point of view but as 
adopted by and expressly stated by those who dictated' 
the Versailles Treaty, is clearly established by the 
observations made by the German Delegation of May 
29th, 1929, on Peace Terms and the reply of the Allied 
and Associated Powers of the 16th June, 1929.

Wilson’s 14 points, on the basis of which arms were 
laid down, indicated the programme of the future 
world peace. Under Point 4 of this programme the 
exchange of proper guarantees were asked for because 
national armaments were to be reduced to the lowest 
point compatible with internal security. In Article 8 
of the Covenant of the League of Nations instead of this 
“internal security” was inserted "national” security, 
which introduced a conception capable of many inter­
pretations and of much political manoeuvring.

German women can only adhere to the "World 
Petition’ ’ for Disarmament on the understanding that 
the basis for disarmament drafted by the Preparatory 
Disarmament Committee of the League of Nations, 
which is the sole one at present in view, and which is 
also to serve as the basis for the Disarmament Con­
ference, is not intended to mean agreement with 
this view of disarmament (i.e., the existing form of 
disarmament laid down for some nations in the Peace 
Treaties, and a new form for other nations, although all 
arc equal members of the League of Nations).
We therefore explicitly demand:

(i) Rejection of the Draft Convention of the Pre­
paratory Disarmament Committee of the League of 
Nations in its present form.

. (2) Equality of methods of disarmament and of 
rights to armaments necessary for security for all mem­
bers of the League of Nations and for all peoples, in­
cluding Germany, Austria, Hungary and Bulgaria.
Note .—This reservation in signing a generally accepted 

form of petition may raise a question as to its 
joint presentation to the Disarmament Con­
ference , which will of course have to be taken 
into consideration by the body which may be 
entrusted with the duty of making such a 
joint presentation.

RECONCILIATION
A Magazine for all who seek to drive out 

the spirit of strife, whether between persons, 
classes, nations or races.

Monthly - Price 3d.
Specimen copy free from 

The Secretary: Fellowship of Reconciliation, 
17, Red Lion Square,

London, W.C.i.

THE ANTI-SLAVERY AND ABORIGINES 
PROTECTION SOCIETY.

The Anti-Slavery and Aborigines Protection Society, 
which has been working for nearly 100 years for the 
abolition of slavery in all its forms and for the welfare 
of the backward races of the world, has recently had 
some encouraging successes.

The Aborigines Protection Society was formed in 
1837, as the outcome of a Select Parliamentary Com- 
mittee, while the Anti-Slavery Society was founded 
with the object of securing the "universal extinction 
of slavery and the slave trade” and had the venerable 
Thomas Clarkson as its first President.

During the last quarter of a century not only has the 
scope of the Society’s work been extended, but its 
growth, both in educating public opinion and in 
propagating its principles has been demonstrated in 
many ways. We are recognising more fully our 
dependence upon the native races of tropical and sub- 
tropical regions for their part in producing many 
articles of common use, and the consequent responsi­
bility of seeing that the conditions of labour are such 
as to preclude their exploitation.

It is now being more and more realised that the 
problem of modern slavery is an international one, 
and that if the slaves in the world—the number of 
whom is estimated on good authority at not less than 
5,000,000—are to be set free, it must be through 
international action. Some years ago the League of 
Nations appointed a Commission to investigate the 
whole question of slavery, which reported that slave 
raiding and slave trading went on in no less than 18 or 
19 different areas of the world. In 1926 a Convention 
against slavery was adopted by the League, and this 
has now been signed and definitely ratified by 39 
nations. For some time our Society has been engaged 
in making known to the nations the facts of slave- 
owning, slave trading and slave raiding, which have 
been gradually permeating public opinion in different 
countries. This year the British delegation urged 
the League to appoint next year a Commission of 
experts to examine further into the material available 
on slavery and to report, and, in spite of the opposition 
of some of the Powers and a general order to the League 
to reduce its expenditure to a minimum, the support 
of a satisfactory majority of the Powers wa; obtained 
in favour of the proposal.

One of the chief countries where slave owning still 
persists is Abyssinia, where there are over 2,000,000 
slaves, although Abyssinia has for some years been a 
member of the League of Nations. Its ruler, Ras 
Tafari, now known as the Emperor of Ethopia, has 
been in recent communication with the Anti-Slavery 
Society through the Foreign Office, declaring his 
desire and determination to abolish slavery throughout 
his country, the slave trade having already been 
prohibited, and asking this Society to advise him as 
to the best means of accomplishing this difficult task. 
He has expressed willingness to receive a special envoy 
for this purpose.

In China there is a vast amount of slavery, largely 
among women and children, and even in the British 
Crown Colony of Hong Kong there exists the system of 
muitsai. By this system, against which the society 
has protested for many years, little girls, are sold by 
their parents into houses where they become drudges 
and practically slaves. The British Government has 
taken definite action to bring the system to an end, 
but the process is far from being completed.

Other places where the slave trade is still in operation 
are Arabia and in the Red Sea. In Arabia slaves are bred 
for the market, and trading also goes on in human 
beings, who are brought to the Arabian coast through 
the desert and by secret routes and are despatched

alekkes. sleesse.’.
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by caravans to the great towns of the Hejaz. Others 
are taken there under the guise of pilgrims by parents 
or masters who sell the children there.

In July last Earl Buxton called attention in the 
House of Lords to the urgent international duty of 
taking steps to abolish slave trading and slavery. The 
debate showed a noteworthy unanimity among men 
of all parties in condemnation of these practices, Earl 
Buxton being supported by speakers from every side 
of the House, and his resolution was accepted by the 
Government.

Much yet remains to be done, and the Society needs 
all the support that public opinion can give in carrying 
out its great task. The. Society appeals for .and has 
been successful in obtaining co-operation from all 
religious bodies and political parties, as a glance at 
the list of its Committee and Vice-Presidents will 
show. The British Commonwealth League, the 
Women's International League and other women’s 
societies have repeatedly taken an interest in the work 
which it is doing.

"

s

2
i
I
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REVIEW.
British Economists, by Francis Hood. (Pitman and 

Sons. 3/6.)
Mr. Hood has written a text-book which should be 

valuable to all students of economic history who wish 
to revise their acquaintance with British Economists. 
He briefly summarises economic thought and literature 
from the time of Adam Smith to Alfred Marshall, 
giving due prominence to the characteristic features 
of each economist; he traces the development of the 
science from Adam Smith’s initial attempt to separate 
it from ethics, through'the abstract and deductive 
method of Ricardo, and the clear financial reasoning of 
Bagehot, up to the practical analytical work of 
Marshall, whom he describes as having constructed 
"the modern engine of economic analysis ... an 
engine of wonderful delicacy and thought.

Mr. Hood demonstrates with an accuracy unusual in 
popular writers on economic subjects, the fact that the 
theories of the elder economists are applicable, in their 
entirety, only to the age in which they lived—that 
Malthus’ Essay on Population, for instance, applies only 
to the political and industrial conditions of the 19th 
century, a time when improved methods of production 
and a general rise in the cost of living were not con­
sidered possible. “Population," wrote Malthus, 
"when unchecked, increases in a geometrical ratio. 
Subsistence increases only in an arithmetical ratio.” 
in the British colonies, in America, where the abund­
ance of natural resources and the purity of morals had 
greatly reduced the checks on population, numbers 
had doubled in twenty-five years. Malthus considered 
this a satisfactory proof that an unchecked population 
could go on doubling itself every twenty-five years, at 
a minimum rate of increase. Since then, of course, a 
variety of checks-—social (the wider use of contra- 
ceptives), political (the Great War) and scientific (our 
enormously improved methods of production and 
transport of food)—have, for the time at least, removed 
the idea of a population enlarging beyond its available 
food supply from the position of the economist’s chief 
preoccupation. In our age, the pressing problem of 
which all countries seek the solution is that of over- 
production, coupled with failure in distribution— 
there is surplus coffee in Brazil and surplus corn in 
Canada while famine rages in China.

With regard to Bagehot, Mr. Hood points out that 
the famous Lombard Street, a description of the Money 
Market in 1870, though not in every detail a faithful 
picture of this market to-day, still holds true in its 
broad outline, and remarks that "no writer did more 
than Bagehot to explore the real nature of a financial 

crisis or to disseminate sound views, as to the way in 
which it should be handled. As he had seen several 
crises from the inside, his treatment of the subject is 
unsurpassed. ’ ’

The book is suitable to, and should be welcomed by, 
any general reader who will take . he trouble to become 
acquainted with the meaning of elementary economic 
words and phrases. V.H.J.

AN APPEAL TO WOMEN.
The Peace Committee of the Alliance presented the 

following Appeal to the Board, which laid it before 
the Liaison Committee of Women’s International
Organisations with the suggestion that each member 
organisation should issue an appeal on these lines to 
its national branches:— • " , 1 *

After profound study of the question of disarmament 
and of the many complications which arise in connec­
tion with it, we realise that above and beyond that 
particular question women throughout the world have 
a special duty laid upon them.

The world crisis affects nearly every country and 
rouses an ever-growing spirit of pessimism and sceptic­
ism towards the League of Nations itself, which 
endangers its work and its future development. This 
pessimism is based on the fact that the humanitarian 
ideals, the spirit of universal equity and justice and 
of solidarity between the nations which led to the 
creation of the League, seem often to be effaced by old 
political methods which still unfortunately exert a 
traditional authority. In every country this scepticism 
is spreading among men who for so long have alone 
been concerned with politics and who are still imbued 
with the fatal old tradition. It is therefore for us 
women, who are still a new force in politics, and there-... 
fore more apt to accept the new ideas which we hope 
will transform the world, to combat, each in her own 
country, this dangerous and destructive wave of 
pessimism.

A body of courageous men has often had to struggle 
against a strong current of public opinion in their own 
countries in order to maintain a spirit of conciliation 
and progress. Our place is by the side of this advance 
guard: let us therefore try to, unite all women in this 
common aim—above race, class, creed or party— 
faith in the creation of a new fatherland for the whole 
human race. Let us try to create a mentality in every 
country which will not fear misunderstanding nor the 
accusation of lack of patriotism, in the old and 
erroneous sense of the word, because it dares to oppose 
national egotisms which must sooner or later lead to 
catastrophe.

Women combine political enthusiasm with a long 
training in patience. Since the beginning of the world 
nature has set women to watch over the development of 
human life, over childhood and youth. At a moment 
when pessimism and discouragement seem to be spread­
ing everywhere, it is indispensable to make an' appeal 
to these special attributes of women, patience and 
enthusiasm, of which until now the world has not 
made sufficient use. It is now that we must prove in 
all countries, including those which, have not en­
franchised women, the great value of their co-operation 
in support of the ideals of peace and democracy, which 
exert a great moral force throughout the world. 
Wherever women are citizens, they must use their 
rights to urge upon their governments the overmastering 
importance of supporting the ideals for which the 
League of Nations was founded.

Let us prove also by an overwhelming number of 
signatures that millions of women belonging to all 
nations stand for disarmament and the mutual under­
standing of the nations.

EVERY MAN AND WOMAN SHOULD JOIN

The Anti-Slavery and Aborigines
Protection Society,

which works to secure justice for 
the Native Races of the World 
and defend them from Slavery 

and Exploitation.

Offices: Denison House, Vauxhall Bridge 
Road, London, S.W.i.

Treasurers: Alfred Brooks, Esq. , J. P., and
Sir T. Fowell Buxton, Bart.

NEWS IN BRIEF."
A Feminist group—El Accion Feminista Domini- 

cana-—has been formed in the island of Santo Domingo, 
Senore Leda Gonzalez Suero is the director general, and 
the purpose of the Association is to be ' 'the intellectual 
social, moral and juridical betterment of women. ’ ’

The Women’s Freedom League state that the 
International Labour Organization Conference, which 
had been arranged to take place on October 15 , has been 
postponed to November 27th, at Caxton Hall, West­
minster.

Mr. Nicholas Martin, who recently stated his inten­
tion of standing for Armstrong Ward in the November 
Newcastle Council election, has stood down in favour 
of Mrs. K. L. Holloway. Mr. Martin feels that Mrs. 
Holloway's greater experience in social work in the 
district would make her a more valuable representative 
on the Council, and he intends to assist her in the fight.

Dr. Anne Marie Niemeyer has collected for the Ger­
man Women’s University material on the development 
of German family life from which it appears that since 
1910 men marry at a younger age than formerly, while 
women marry later. Dr. Niemeyer states that her 
statistics show that married men and women live longer 
than celibates.

Miss Caroline Amy Hutton, honorary secretary of 
the Hellenic Society, died on October 6th. She was a 
distinguished scholar and remarkable both for her 
capacity for original work and her patience over office 
detail. The compilers of the new edition of Liddell 
and Scott’s Lexicon and the editors of the great Corpus 
of Greek inscriptions in Germany were indebted to her 
for valuable help. She was for twenty-two years a 
member of the Committee of the British School at 
Athens.

Sheffield policemen made a presentation to Miss 
Barbara Vitre, a Sheffield policewoman, who has been 
appointed one of the first two women police in Cairo.

Miss Jane Blake, who is parish clerk and sexton of 
Emery Down Church in the New Forest, has just 
completed fifty years’ service for that church, after 
being caretaker for many years.

Intensive work to secure signatures to the Disarma­
ment Petition is being carried on by the Alliance 
Auxiliary in Luxembourg. Already an eighth of the 

total numbers of petitions circulated have come in filled 
up by 5,000 signatures. A special drive for signatures is 
now being carried out in the towns of Luxembourg and 
Esch.

Madame Malaterre-Sellier has been nominated Vice- 
President of the International Union of Societies for 
the League of Nations in the place of Lady Gladstone, 
the retiring member.

STOP PRESS.
British General Election: Women Candidates.

Out of a total of 61 women candidates in the General 
Election which was held on October 27th, 14 women 
Members of Parliament have been elected as follows:

Unionists (Conservative): Viscountess Astor, The 
Duchess of Atholl, Miss Cazelet, Mrs. Copeland, Miss 
Graves, Miss Horsbrugh, The Countess of Iveagh, 
The Hon. Mary A. Pickford, Mrs. Runge, Mrs. Shaw, 
Mrs. Tate, Miss Irene Ward and Mrs. Ward.

Liberal: Miss Lloyd George.
The result of the election for the Combined English. 

Universities where Miss Rathbone is standing as an 
Independent is not yet known.

Of the above, Lady Astor, the Duchess of Atholl, the 
Countess of Iveagh and Miss Lloyd George sat in the 
last Parliament.

Not a single Labour woman was elected, well-known 
women such as Miss Bondfield, Miss Lawrence, Mrs. 
Hamilton and Miss Wilkinson sharing the reverse of 
the Labour Party.

At the dissolution there were 15 women Members.

PERSONAL.
Many of our readers have been aware that Mrs. 

Corbett Ashby, President of the Alliance, has not been 
well, and they will learn with great pleasure that she is 
making a rapid recovery, though all her friends will 
hope that she will obey her doctor’s orders not to 
undertake any but the most necessary work until the 
New Year.

We learn with regret of the death 
Manus, and wish to express our sincere 
Miss Rosa Manus, our Vice-President, 
her father.

of Mr. Henry 
sympathy with 
on the loss of

Many of our members will have pleasant recollections 
of the former Italian Board Member, Dr. Margherita 
Ancona. At its recent meeting in Geneva, when the 
Board was considering the suffrage position in many 
countries, Italy came into the discussion, and the 
members decided to express once again to their former 
colleague their regret that she is no longer a member 
of the Board and their recognition of her devoted work 
and many sacrifices for the suffrage cause in Italy.
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MAGAZINE AND GENERAL PRINTERS
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Estimates given for all kinds of Printing.

77 7 T



8 THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S NEWS. November, 1931. November, 1931 THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S NEWS 9

SECTION FRANCAISE

LE CONGRES D’ATHENES.
Le "Board” de 1’Alliance a decide & son plus grand 

regret d'ajourner a une date indefinie le Congres 
d‘ Athenes. Lors de la reunion de Geneve au mo is de 
septembre, tous les membres presents furent d'accord 
pour convenir qu’avec la crise dconomique actuelle, 
il devenait impossible de reunir les fonds necessaires, 
et que d’ autre part il serait difficile aux Auxiliaires 
d’envoyer a Athenes un nombre suffisant de delegates. 
En consequence le ‘' Board, ‘ ’ suivant un amendement 
de notre Constitution qui pour toute modification 
prescrit le vote d’une majorite des deux-tiers, consulta, 
par lettre, ses societes affiliees. La majorite necessaire 
ayant ete atteinte, le Congres est par consequent 
ajourne. Toutes les societes et membres seront 
notifies individuellement.

On comprendra sans peine que, puisque la detresse 
economique actuelle est cause de l'ajournement, il 
nous est impossible de proposer une autre date. 
L’ avenir seul en decidera. Esperons que dans quelques 
mois, la situation sera a ce point amdlioree qu'il nous 
sera possible de faire d’autres plans. Nous sommes 
en particulier d^solees de la deception qu’eprouveront 
sans nul doute nos amies de l’Auxiliaire grecque, 
et il nous etait venu a la pensee d’organiser, 
a Athenes, une courte conference pour la seule 
etude des questions de suffrage—conference qui 
aurait ete un point d’appui serieux pour le progres 
feministe en Grece. Mais apres consideration, 1’ Auxi- 
liaire d’ Athenes a repousse ce projet, esperant 
que le Congres aura lieu a une date ulterieure. 
Nous esperons tous que cet espoir sera realise, et que 
1’esprit loyal qu’a manifesto notre Societe grecque sera 
recompense par un Congres brilliant dans un avenir 
prochain. Et sails doute plusieurs d’entre nous 
n‘ abandonneront pas le reve de visiter sous des 
conditions heureuses, la ville historique d’ Athenes.

L’ajournement du Congres aura du moins cet 
avantage qu’il nous permettra de consacrer toutes 
nos energies a preparer la voie pour le succes de la 
Conference du Desarmement; la situation economique 
en serait certainement amelioree. Cela ne veut pas 
dire evidemment que toute propagande feministe 
nationale ou internationale doive etre suspendue,—au 
contraire, mais les societes qui ont la paix comme 
un des articles de leur programme devront s’ y consacrer 
avec une particuliere ardeur.

Il est vraiment deplorable que la serie de nos congres 
triennaux, une fois de] a interrompue par la guerre, 
doive 1’etre encore par une crise internationale. Il 
appartient a nos membres de veiller que la consequence 
ne soit pas une perte d’interet ou un affaiblissement 
de la solidarity qui a toujours domine notre mouve- 
ment.

THE WOMEN'S FREEDOM LEAGUE.

THE UNIVERSAL MARKET 
to be held on THURSDAY and FRIDAY, NOV. 12th & 13th 
at CAXTON HALL, WESTMINSTER, from 3 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

To be formally opened each day at 3 p.m.
On Thursday by Miss CICELY HAMILTON 
Chairman—MBS. PETHICK -LAWRENCE.

On Friday by Miss LILLAH MCCARTHY, O.B.E. (Lady Keeble) 
Chairman—MISS ANNA MUNRO .

ENTERTAINMENTS:
Display of Operatic, Classical and Character Dances. 
(by Pupils of Miss Grace Woollacott, of Wimbledon) 

Thursday and Friday, November 12th and 13th, at 6-30 p.m.
MUSIC COMPETITIONS

Character Reading Phrenology Numerology 
HEALTH LECTURE by DR. OCTAVIA. LEWIN.

Thursday, November 12th, at 5-45 p.m.
DUTCH AUCTION, Friday, November 13th, at 8 p.m.

Teas and Refreshments will be served at moderate Prices 
TICKETS (including tax) is. lOd. (the first day until 5 p.m.) after 5 

m. and on the second day is. 2d. (including tax), from 144, High 
olborn, W .C .1; or any of the Societies taking Stalls, and at the Doors

NOUVELLES INTERNATIONALES.

LE SUFFRAGE DES FEMMES EN ESPAGNE.
Les Cortes espagnoles apres de longs et ardents 

debats ont aceorde le droit de suffrage aux femmes 
espagnoles a partir de 1' age de vingt trois ans.

La majorite des voix a ete assez faible: 160 pour— 
121 contre. Le Parti Catholique ajoutant ses votes a 
ceux du parti socialiste contribua a la victoire du 
feminisme. Des deux femmes deputes, Dona Victoria 
Kent s’opposa au droit de suffrage, et Dona Clara 
Campoamor le defendit avec vehemence.

Il est vrai que la Constitution avant d’entrer en 
vigueur doit recevoir 1‘ approbation des Cortes legisla­
tives apres une Election generale. Mais il est plus 
que probable que la clause relative au vote des femmes 
sera conservee.

LE VOTE DES FEMMES AU BRESIL.
La sous-eommission des droits politiques, elue par 

le gouvernement revolutionnaire, vient de presenter 
son projet qui prevoit le vote des femmes, mais pour 
quelques categories settlement.

Voteraient (1°) les femmes non-mariees et les veuves 
economiquement independantes par leur travail, leurs 
proprieties ou leurs revenus; (2°) les femmes marines 
abandonnees par leur mari depuis plus de deux ans; 
(3°) les femmes designees comme chefs de famille par 
decision juridique; (4°) les femmes separees de leur 
mari par consentement mutuel ou par acte de justice; 
(5°) les femmes mariees chefs ou directeurs d’ entreprises 
coinmerciales ou industrielles, titulaires de situations 
avec l’autorisation reelle ou presumee de leur mari; 
(6°) les ouvrieres ou employees de maison ou d’usines, 
marines ou non, a condition qu’ elles soient economique- 
ment independantes. .

Ne voteraient pas, les femmes non-mariees et les 
veuves sans moyens d‘ existence vivant sous le toit 
paternel.

Ce projet a eti tres critique par les juristes et les 
hommes politiques et 1* opinion generate semble etre 
en faveur du vote accorde aux femmes dans les memes 
conditions qu’aux hommes.

Les feministes sont a la fois heureuses que le gouverne- 
ment accepte enfin 1’ idee du vote des femmes—le 
projet est tres significatif a cet egard—et ennuyees des 
restrictions apportees par la sous-eommission. Le 
nouveau projet est beaucoup moins liberal que le mode 
de vote pratique actuellement sl Rio Grande del Norto 
grElce au President Juvenal Lamartine.

Le projet etant soumis a 1’opinion publique pendant 
60 jours, la Federation Bresilienne pour le progres 
feministe, avec Berta Lutz a sa tete, organise en ce 
moment conferences, radios, etc., etc., pour fortifier 
le courant qui demande 1’ egalite.

De 1’ avis general, c’ est le grand succes du Congres de 
Rio de Janeiro en Juin qui a decide le gouvernement a 
d6poser un projet destine a gendraliser le suffrage 
feminin au Brasil.

UNE REINE INDIGENE.
La tribu des Balobedu a cela de remarquable qu’elle 

est gouvernee par une reine. Ilya environ 50 districts 
d’une etendue variant de quatre a trente kilometres 
carres chacun. 209g , . ,

Le chef de district administre avec l’aide d’un 
conseil forme par les adultes males de son village et 
les chefs des villages voisins. Le gouvernement 
supreme appartient a la reine assistee de deux con- 
seillers, Tun pour les affaires de la tribu et du pays, 
1'autre pour les questions et pratiques religieuses. 
Un trait curieux, survivance du temps ou la tribu 
avait un roi, est que la reine a un certain nombre de 
femmes ou "epouses,” filles de chefs qu’on lui envoie

JUS CARTOONS : No. XIX.

THE FINANCIAL QUESTION.

19th Century Wife, in the face of domestic ruin'. But how have we lost 
all our money ?

19th Century Husband: My dear, women cannot understand finance.

20th Century Woman, in the face of international economic chaos'. But 
how have we got into this state ?

20th Century Financier: My dear, women cannot understand finance.
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pour l’assister jusqu’a l’age de leur mariage. La reine 
a un mari, dans le prive, mais on n'en fait jamais 
mention.

Son pouvoir est reel et son peuple lui obeit infaillible- 
ment.

UNE FEMINISTE SUD-AFRICAINE.
Miss Marie du Toit une feministe “africatider” 

auteur de ‘ ‘ Vrou en Feminist ’ ’ le seul ouvrage en cette 
langue pour la cause, s’est eteinte apres une longue 
maladie, a la fin du mois d’aout.

Avec Olive Schreiner, Marie du Toit a ete une des 
pionnieres dont l’ardeur a fait le mouvement qui, 
apres de longues annees, a abouti a 1’emancipation 
des citoyennes de l’Afrique du Sud.

Une critique de son livre parue en juillet dit: 
‘ ‘ L’ ouvrage est eclaire d’ une constante et penetrante 
lumiere qui convainct sans heurter et par cette chaude 
sympathie, qui, plus qu’un recit de faits historiques, 
sait gagner le lecteur et se l’attacher effectivement. ”

VUES DES ASSOCIATIONS JURIDIQUES 
ANGLAISES SUR CERTAINS PROBLEMES 

FEMININS.
A la recente reunion provincial de la Law Society— 

qui groupe annuellement un grand nombre de notaires 
et hommes (et femmes) de loi, il y eut des discussions 
interessantes sur certaines questions juridiques qui 
touchent particuliferement les femmes,

La position de faveur occupee par la femme mariee, 
d’ apres la loi anglaise, au cas de faillite, fut examinee, 
et 1’opinion generate est d’accord pour y voir une 
anomalie qui devrait etre remedide. L’ immunity 
relative accordee a une femme marine qui fait faillite, 
se tourne en efiet en une injustice contre les parties 
adverses qui ont fait commerce avec elle. '

Une femme notaire lut un memoire interessant ou 
elle proposa d’etablir une Chambre sp^ciale pour les 
relations domestiques qui remplacerait la Chambre 
des Divorces et la Police dans toutes les contestations 
touchant les relations conjugales et l’avenir des enfants.

La question tant controversee de la Nationalite de 
la femme mariee fut a nouveau remise sur la tapis, et 
en depit d’ un certain nombre de dissidents, il est clair 
que 1’opinion legale anglaise fait des progres dans la 
veritable voie, desiree par les groupements feministes.

LES FEMMES ET LE CONFLIT SINO-JAPONAIS.
Plusieurs de nos grandes organisations feminines 

internationales qui ont des Sections en Chine ont reju 
de ces dernieres, des le debut de 1’ occupation des villes 
de Mandchourie, de pressants telegrammes leur 
demandant avec insistance d’intervenir dans le conflit. 
Une reunion d’urgence du Comite de Liaison de ces 
organisations fut done immediatement convoquee le 
25 septembre dernier—ceci d’autant plus que, dans 
le ties remarquable commentaire qu’il donnait des 
evenements d’Extreme-Orient si inquietants pour la 
paix du monde, M. W. Martin, redacteur au Journal 
du Geneve, insistait sur 1’ influence capitate dans ce 
cas, comme tant d’autres, de 1’ opinion publique:

Il faut, ecrivait-il, que 1’opinion publique se fasse 
entendre haut et clair, car elle est notre seule chance 
de salut. Tokio est loin: la rumeur des couloirs de 
la Society des Nations n’y parvient qu’afiaiblie. 
Elle ne parvient pas du tout dans les etats-majors 
et les mess d’officiers. Et pourtant cette rumeur 
est une force irresistible lorsqu’elle est unanime et 
qu’elle sait ce qu’elle veut. La voix des peuples 
peut tout lorsqu’elle gronde.

Or, qui niera que nous femmes, nous ne fassions 
partie de cette opinion publique? que notre voix ne 
so it aussi la voix des peuples? et n‘ avions-nous pas 
un double devoir a la faire entendre, aussi bien en 
reponse aux telegrammes reQus d’urgence, que pour 
avoir conscience d’avoir accompli, nous aussi, notre 
effort de paix ? C’ est dans ce sentiment, que, et apres 
une interessante discussion, le Comity de Liaison 
decida 1’envoi des telegrammes suivants:

Conseil Societe des Nations, Geneve.
Comite de Liaison des grandes organisations 

feminines internationales, representant 45 millions 
de femmes appartenant a 56 pays, remercie Conseil 
de la S. d. N. pour ses efforts en faveur de la paix dans 
1’ affaire de Mandchourie, et tient a lui. exprimer son 
desir le plus pressant de le voir adopter une action 
efficace et energique, etant convaincu que, ce faisant, 
il repondra a 1’attente de 1’opinion publique du 
monde entier.

Conseil International des Femmes, Alliance 
Internationale pour le Suffrage des Femmes, 
Alliance Universelie des Unions chretiennes de 
Jeunes Filles, Ligue Internationale de Femmes 
pour la Paix et la Liberte, Union Mondiale de la 
Femme pour la Concorde Internationale.

Un tele gramme a peu pres identique comme contenu, 
et signe par les memes organisations, fut envoye en 
meme temps a M. Titulesco, President de 1’Assemblee; 
puis, des le lendemain matin, quand connaissance eut 
ete prise des declarations du representant du Japon au 
Conseil de la S.d.N., les telegrammes suivants furent 
encore expedies:

Ministre des Affaires etrangeres, Tokio.
Quarante millions de femmes dans 56 pays saluent 

retrait troupes, insistent aupres Japon et Chine pour 
soumettre situation menagant paix du monde a S. d. N.

(M6mes signatures.)
Ministre des Affaires etrangeres, Nankin.

(Meme texte et memes signatures.)

Societes fdminines Tokio.
Quarante millions de femmes membres organisa­

tions internationales, profondement affectees par 
tout ce qui eoncerne paix mondiale, vous prient user 
votre influence pour soumettre a S.d.N. presente 
situation. Avons telegraphie & votre gouvernement, 
priere nantir autres organisations.
Le meme telegramme a ete envoye a Shanghai. Les 

secretaires de 1’ Alliance Internationale pour le Suffrage 
et de 1’Alliance Universelie des Unions chretiennes 
ont toutes deux signe ces derniers telegrammes comme 
representantes des organisations feminines qui compt­
ent le plus grand nombre de membres au Japon.

Ajoutons que notification de ces telegrammes fut 
donnee au Dr. Sze, Representant de la Chine a la 
S.d.N. et a M. Yoshizawa, Representant du Japon.

D‘ autre part, une reponse au telegramme des organ­
isations feminines internationales a leurs branches 
japonaises, est parvenue au Comite de Desarmement 
sous cette forme:

Apprecions votre telegramme. Cooperons avec 
autres organisations feminines travaillant pour la 
paix. Nous efforjons encourager mentalite inter- 
nationale.

Yamamoto.
(Mlle. Yamamoto est la secretaire generale des 

Unions Chretiennes de Jeunes Filles au Japon, et est 
en contact avec de nombreuses organisations feminines 
dans son pays.)
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au grand nombre de participantes, grace aussi a la 
presidence pleine d’humour et de bonne grace de 
Prof. W. Cullis, presidente de la Federation Inter­
nationale des Femmes universitaires. Enfin, un 
autre succes a ete la soiree, traditionelle aussi, que 
1’Alliance offre dans son Bureau aux Aleves feminines 
de 1’EcoIe d’Etd, organ is^e a Geneve par 1’ Union des 
Associations pour la S.d.N. pendant la semaine qui 
precede 1’ouverture de 1’Assemblee: une bonne centaine 
de jeunes femmes et j eunes filles representant dix-huit 
nationalites sont venues ce soir-la entendre les paroles 
de bien venue suffragiste des membres du Comite de 
T Alliance, ainsi que des exposes de quelques-unes de 
lios amies du Secretariat de la S.d.N. ; et plusieurs 

pparmi elles nous ont dit que ce premier contact avec 
ides femmes internationales avait ete une revelation, 
i II faut relever, comme tres-caracteristique a cet egard 

la conversation d’une de ces jeunes filles avec la fille 
d’une de nos amies des Etats-Unis, venue pour nous 
aider a recevoir tout ce jeune monde: “Vous ^tes 
Americaine," lui dit cette petite Francaise, eleve d’une 
Ecole normale de province: ‘' comme c’ est interessant 1 
Je n’avais jamais encore de ma vie rencontre une 
Americaine.. . ."‘

Je ne voudrais pas cependant que les lecteurs de JUS 
s’imaginent sur la foi de ce qui precede que nous 
n’avons fait, pendant ce mois de septembre que courir 
d’une reception a 1’autre, et boire du the en compagnie 
feministe. Certes, ces rencontres (que 1’Alliance n’est 
pas seule a organiser, car chaque Association feminine 
reprdsentee a Geneve tient a recevoir 4 son tour)—sont 
extremement utiles en permettant souvent de regler 
bien des questions et de debattre | bien des problemes 
dans un coin de salon, preparant ainsi le terrain a des 
seances plus officielles; mais elles n’ont constitud 
qu’une faible partie de notre activity. Le precedent 
No. de JUS a deja montre ce qui a ete fait au sujet de 
la nationalite de la femme, et les demarches aupres 
des delegues, la presence aux seances de la le Com- 
mision, les reunions frequentes du Comity special de 
propagande ont ete nombreuses et absorbantes. 
D‘ autre part, et simultanement, le Comite de Desarme- 
ment, dont Mlle. Manus a deja entretenu nos lecteurs 
dans le dernier numero de JUS egalement, a tenu de 
frequentes seances, aussi bien consacr^es au travail 
de coordination des efforts femmins avant et pendant 
la Conference du Desarmement, qu’a 1’etude et souvent 
meme a la solution des problemes qui ont surgi 
brusquement et de fafon souvent inattendue. Tel 
a ^te le cas de notre attitude quand a eclats le differend 
sino-japonais, et l'on trouvera plus loin des details a 
ce sujet; tel a ete le cas encore pour la fameuse Resolu­
tion espagnole, presentee des le 10 septembre a 1’Assem- 
blee par S. E. M. Lerroux, Ministre des Affaires 
Etrangeres d’Espagne, et qui a ete cause pour nos 
organisations feminines internationales d’ innombrables 
reunions, stances et demarches. Cette resolution, en 
effet, soit sous sa forme premiere:

L‘ Assemble
Prie le Conseil d’etudier les moyens d’associer a 

I’oeuvre de la S.d.N. la collaboration directe et 
efficace de 1’action et du sentiment des femmes, 

soit sous celle qui a et6 adoptee definitivement par 
1’Assemblee le 24 septembre, sur la proposition de sa 
IIIe Commission (Desarmement) dans les stances de 
laquelle etaient intervenues a ce sujet la Princesse 
Cantacuzene (Roumanie) et Mme. Szelagowska 
(Pologne):

Convaincue de la grande valeur de la contribution 
feminine a 1’oeuvre de la paix et de la bonne entente 
entre les peuples, 1’Assemblee prie le Conseil 
d' examiner la possibilite d’ intensifier la collaboration 
des femmes a 1’oeuvre de la S.d.N.,

soit enfin, sous celle qui a 6te decidee par le Conseil de 
la S.d.N. dans sa seance du 29 septembre, lorsqu’il a 

LA “SAISON FEMINISTE” DE GENEVE. 
(Septembre 1931).

Notre “saison feministe’ ’ de 1931 a et^ desavantagee 
cette annee sur deux points: 1’absence de Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby et le mauvais temps. Car, bien que plusieurs 
membres du Comite Executif de 1’ Alliance aient fait 
1’effort, dont nous leur sommes tres-reconnaissantes, 
de venir a Geneve et d’ y rester le plus longtemps 
possible (et il faut citer ici Mmes. Schreiber-Krieger, 
Malaterre-Sellier, Sterling, Rosa Manus, Dr. Luisi, I 
Josephine Schain, Plaminkowa,, qui, bien que del^gueejK 
de son pays a la S. d.N. prit grand peine a nous donnerM 
de son temps) notre Presidente nous a beaucoup," 
manque, et notre seule consolation a ete de penser | 
qu'elle prenait les forces necessaires pour pouvoir J 
faire face aux charges qui lui incombent pour 1’ Alliance. 
Et d'autre part, il a plu affreusement, et il a fait 
froid, au lieu des tildes et rayonnantes joumees qui 
forment le cadre habituel de notre saison de Geneve.

Il nous a done fallu dans ces circonstances redoubler 
d’ardeur et d’entrain,- et je crois pouvoir dire que nous 
avons reussi, malgre tout, a faire de notre Bureau de 
la rue de Saussure un centre act if et attrayant de vie 
feministe internationale, ce en quoi nous avons et6 
aidees plus que je ne peux le dire par notre precieuse 
Secretaire du Bureau de Londres, Mrs. Bompas, qui 
a passe toute une quinzaine a Geneve. Nombreuses 
sont en effet les feministes de tons pays, soit deleguees 
a 1'Assemblee, soit membres de nos Societes affiliees, 
soit journalistes, soit visiteuses de passage, qui sont 
venues chercher chez nous un renseignement ou une 
adresse, ^changer des idees autour d’une tasse de 
th6, ou rencontrer d’autres femmes interess^es par les 
memes questions qu’elles, et que, sans notre Bureau, 
elles n’auraient jamais connues. Notre grande recep­
tion officielle, que la tradition veut que nous fassions 
chaque annee le jour meme de 1’ ouverture de 
1’Assemblee, a connu un succes sans precedent, plus 
de 160 personnes (de combien de nationalites? C’est 
ce que nous ri' avons pas pu evaluer) ayant defile succes- 
sivement dans notre salon jaune grand ouvert. Les 
trois causeries que nous avons organisees ont aussi 
attir6 chacune un public nombreux et attentif: le 
3 septembre, Miss May Oung, Secretaire de 1’Union, 
feminine Panasiatique, nous a donne une captivante 
causerie sur la situation de la femme en Birmanie, 
situation bien superieure, pour le dire en passant, a 
celle qui nous est faite dans certains pays d’Europe; 
le 18 septembre, on s’est ecrase pour entendre Mlle. 
Clara Campoamor, deputee aux Cortes espagnoles, et 
deleguee suppleante a la S.d.N., raconter avec une 
emotion et un enthousiasme communicatifs la part 
prise par les femmes au mouvement revolutionnaire 
dans son pays, et exposer les espoirs (a ce moment, 
c’ etaient seulement des espoirs, et pas encore des 
realites) que les femmes pouvaient fonder sur la 
nouvelle Constitution republicaine; et le 22 septembre 
enfin, la seance consacree a la question de la nationality 
de la femme, et dont j’ai d6ji dit deux mots dans un 
precedent article, a ete extremement interessante, 
grace au concours d’ oratrices specialises, telles que 
Dr. Luders (Allemagne), Mlle. Forchammer (Dane- 
mark), Mme. Schonfeld-Polano (Hollande), et Mme. 
Leuch (Suisse).

L‘ Alliance a egalement participe a plusieurs des 
lunches avec causeries et discussions sur des sujets 
d’actualite qu‘ organise chaque annee 1' infatigable 
secretaire du Club International, Mlle. Marie Ginsberg, 
et dont deux ont 6t6 presides par Mmes. Schreiber et 
Malaterre, ainsi qu'au grand diner traditionnellement 
offert chaque annee aux femmes membres de delegations 
par les organisations feminines internationales membres 
du Joint Standing Committee. Cette saison-ci, ce 
diner a 6te tout specialement brillant et reussi, grace

charge le Secretaire general de presenter un rapport 
en janvier prochain, et apres consultation des organisa­
tion feminines, sur la collaboration des femmes a la 
Conference du Desarmement, et un autre rapport a 
I’ Assemblee de 1932 sur la collaboration feminine en 
general a 1’activity de la S.d.N.—cette Resolution a 
toujours ete assez large et souple pour n^cessiter une 
mise en application pratique, et c’est a la realisation 
concrete de cette idee de notre cooperation a la Con- 
ference de Desarmement que s’ est employe notre 
Comite de • Desarmement durant toutes ces dernieres 
semaines.

L‘ existence de ce Comite a done grandement facilite 
les choses, et il est indispensable de relever a ce propos 
le progres que constitue cette cooperation effective des 
organisations feminines internationales, cooperation qui 
a certainement ete une des principales caracteristiques 
de la saison feministe de Geneve de cette annee. 
Nous avons toutes compris, je le crois, l’avantage et 
1’utilite qu’il y a coordonner nos efforts, a ne pas 
agir les lines sans les autres, a harmoniser nos differents 
points de vue, et certainement notre travail, que ce 
soit en matiere de paix et de desarmement, ou en 
matiere de nationality y a beaucoup gagne. Mais 
cette coordination, je souhaiterais vivement, pour 
ma part, la voir s’etendre encore davantage, soit par 
une activity plus intense du Comity de Liaison des 
organisations feminines internationales, constitue 
depuis l’an dernier, et qui devrait s’etablir en per­
manence a Geneve pendant tout le mois de septembre, 
soit par la constitution de Comites specialement 
charges d’une activite commune determinee, comme 
ceux que je viens de mentionner. Mais, toujours a 
mon avis, cette coordination devrait encore exister, 
d’une part entre les femmes membres de delegations et 
nos organisations, et d’ autre part entre les femmes 
deleguees entre elles—ceci sans parler des relations 
frequentes, et que j ’ est ime indispensables avec les 
fonctionnaires feminins du Secretariat. Trop de 
preoccupations, trop de problemes, trop d’interets, 
qui sont les notres a toutes gravitent maintenant autour 
de la S.d.N. pour que chacune de nous puisse se borner 
a soutenir son point de vue personnel ou meme celui 
de son organisation: le temps est venu des actions 
concertees, et bien des indices nous montrent que 
c’est la 1’ enseignement utile entre tous a retirer de 
cette saison feministe de Geneve de 1931.

E.Gd.

LES CORTES CONSTITUANTES VOTENT 
LE SUFFRAGE FEMININ.

Madrid, le 4 Octobre 1931.
Grande et magnifique joumee, pour la femme 

espagnole que celle du I er Octobre! L‘article du 
projet de la Constitution relatif au suffrage feminin, 
allait etre vote. Une grande inquietude et beaucoup de 
pourparlers entre les differents groupes politiques, 
marquent le commencement de la journee parlementaire. 
On note 1’arrivee d’un grand nombre de femmes qui 
parcourent les couloirs du "‘Congreso’’ et interpellent 
les deputes pour connaitre leur opinion; ceux-ci 
s’evadent en repondant des galanteries, que ces dames 
ne veulent point entendre. Ce n’est pas le moment. 
A la porte de la Chambre des Deputes, des j eunes filles 
distribuent des feuilles ainsi redigees: Messieurs les de­
putes, ne salissez pas la constitution en etablissant des 
privileges. Nous demandons I’ igalite des droits elector aux. 
Vive la Republique. — Signe: "Asociacion Nacional de 
Mujeres Espanolas.”

Une commission feminine, composee par des mem- 
bres de cette association, et du Lyceum Club, est tres 
aimablement reQue par M. Besteiro, President de la 
Chambre.

A 5 heures la seance commence, 
premierement l’age des diecteurs: 21 
Puis Mlle. Victoria Kent se leve pour. . 

On discute 
011 23 ans ? 
. attaquer le

droit de suffrage feminin! Mince, dans sa robe noire, 
d’une voix tres basse Mlle. Kent parle. A-t-elle 
peur d’etre entendue des tribunes, pleines de femmes 
qui attendent, anxieuses ? Elle dit que le droit de vote 
feminin doit etre ajourne, car ce n’est pas seulement line 
question de capacite, mais d’opportunity. Pour 
defendre un ideal, la femme doit tout d’abord vivre 
pour cet ideal, Elle a peur pour la Republique, car 
elle craint que la femme ne vote contre elle. Dans 
quelques annees elle aura compris les avantages que la 
Republique peut lui apporter et sera son meilleur 
avocat. - ,

Mlle. Clara Campoamor se leve alors, et d'une voix 
claire, sonore, parle; elle fait I'eloge de la femme qui 
est aussi bien prepare que l’homme pour exercer ses 
devoirs electoraux. Elle parle des ouvrieres et des 
femmes universitaires. Niera-t-on leur capacite? Les 
femmes ne payent -elles pas d’imp6ts? Ne sont-elles 
pas soumises aux lois? Pourquoi l’homme pourrait-il 
jouir de tous les privileges que lui apporte la Republique 
et la femme devrait-elle etre gardde au lazaret? La 
Republique, ce ne sont pas seulement les hommes qui 
Font instaurde. A-t-on le droit de fermer les portes 
aux femmes? Non, personne n’a ce droit, et en 
decider ainsi serait faire violence a la loi. Laissez la 
femme se presenter. Si la femme a ete exclue des 
droits politiques, c’est parce que les hommes font les 
lois. Dans les reunions de propagan.de politique 
n‘ a-t-on pu observer que le public feminin est peut-etre 
plus nombreaux que le masculin? Elle finit en 
declarant son enthousiasme pour la Republique.

D’autres orateurs parlent ensuite, pour ou contre le 
vote feminin, et 1’ article est mis aux voix. Un apres 
1’autre les deputes se levent en prononcant oui ou non, 
selon leurs idees.

Une grande anxiete se lit sur les visages feminins. 
De la tribune diplomatique d’ou j’assiste a la seance, 
on peut voir les secretaires noter les votes et nous aper- 
cevons que le suffrage obtient plus de votes. En effet, 
le scrutin termine, les deux secretaires se levent et 
lisent: Pour le suffrage feminin, 160 votes; contre 121! 
Par 39 voix nous avons triomphe!

Les femmes applaudissent avec enthousiasme et 
abandonnent les tribunes, elles vont chercher Mlle. 
Campoamor, 1’heroine de la joumee. Notre gratitude 
envers elle doit etre immense, car elle a brillamment 
defendu nos droits; c’ est grace a elle que la femme 
espagnole occupera desormais la place qui lui est due.

Nous avons obtenu tous nos droits. Le 29 septembre 
la femme avait ete reconnue juridiquement 1’egale de 
l’homme: et enfin deux jours apres, nous obtenons le 
droit de suffrage.

Sachons maintenant exercer ces droits, sachons com- 
prendre les devoirs qu’ils nous imposent. Ayons con­
science de la grande mission a laquelle nous sommes 
appelees. Des maintenant nous avons le devoir sacre 
de travailler de toutes nos forces et de soutenir la 
Republique espagnole qui nous a reconnues egales a 
l’homme devant les lois.

L’Espagne continue sa marche triomphale com- 
mnecee le 14 Avril.

Pilar Semprun (La Francaise).

Mademoiselle Gourd, secretaire genirale de V A lliance, 
a envoye au President des Cortis et Madrid le teiigramme 
suivant:

Alliance Internationale Suffrage femmes exprime aux 
Cortis espagnoles ses plus chaudes felicitations pour 
reconnaissance droit de vote aux femmes. Le fait inter- 
prite nombreuses femmes pays encore sans suffrage feminin 
qui vivement encourages par exemple ainsi donne par 
Republique espagnole I’ en remercient profondement.
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LES FEMMES ALLEMANDES ET LA PROCHAINE 
CONFERANCE DU DfiSARMEMENT.

Nous avons refu un memoire de notre Auxiliaire 
allemande dont nous donnons ici quelques brefs ex- 
traits:

La Societe des Nations quand elle fut formee devait, 
de par son covenant, tae le point de depart .d’ un nouvel 
ordre fonde sur 1’Humanite et la Justice. Par son 
intermediaire et par celui de la Cour internationale de 
Justice a la Haye, les conflits entre nations devaient 
etre soumis a un arbitrage pacifique. Le desarmement 
de l'Allemagne, assure par le traite de Versailles 
n'etait que la premiere etape d’un desarmement 
universel. Ce point est clairement etabli par les observa­
tions de la legation allemande de May 1929 et par les 
termes de la reponse des puissances alliees et associees 
en Juin 1929.

Les quatorze points du President Wilson indiquaient 
le programme de la future paix du monde. L‘ article 
4 de ce programme demandait I’eehange de garanties 
parce que les armees de chaque pays devaient etre 
reduites au plus bas degrej compatible avec la securite 
intiriewe du pays. L‘ article 8 du Covenant de la 
Societe des Nations au lieu de securitite interieure 
substibua securite nationale, ce qui introduisit tine 
conception susceptible de plusieurs interpretations et 
de manoeuvres politiques.

Les femmes allemandes ne pourront adherer a la 
P^titition mondiale sur le desarmement que si la formule 
de la Commission preparatoire admet le principe de 
I’egalite absolve entre les nations et non pas la forme 
existante de desarmement qui etablit des categories, 
bien que tous soient membres egaux de la Societe des 
Nations.

Elles demandent done explicitement :
(i) L‘ abandon du projet de convention de la 

Commission preparatoire de desarmement dans sa 
forme actuelle.

(2) L’Agalite des methodes de desarmement et des 
droits aux armements necessaires pour la securite des 
membres de la societe des Nations et pour tous les 
peuples, y compris l’Allemagne, l’Autriche, la Hongrie 
et la Bulgarie.

Note. Cette reserve a la signature d’une petition 
gdneralement approuvee peut soulever une objection 
quant a sa commune presentation devant la Conference: 
et c’ est la un point a considerer pour le groupe qui aura 
la charge de cette presentation.

LA SOCIETE ANTI-ESCLAVAGISTE ET 
PROTECTRICE DES ABORIGINES.

La Society anti-esclavagiste et protectrice des 
aborigenes a presque 100 ans d’ existence. Son premier 
president fut le Venerable Thomas Clarkson. L’objet 
de la Societe etait de travailler a 1’extinction univer­
selie de l’esclavage et de la traite. Bien qu’elle ait 
obtenu une large mesure de succes et soit a la veille 
d’en obtenir d’autres encore plus appreciables, la 
Societe doit continuer et etendre sa propagande dont 
1’ importance internationale croit tons les jours. Il nous 
faut en effet reconnaitre notre dependance a fegard 
des indigenes des contrees tropicales: leur labeur 
produit plusieurs articles d’un commun usage pour 
nous et il est de notre devoir de veiller a ce que ce 
rendement economique ne soit pas le resultat d’une 
exploitation.

Le nombre des esclaves a travers le monde atteint 
cinq millions. Leur ultime liberation ne peut done 
qu’etre un probleme international. Il y a quelques 
annees la Societe des Nations nomma une commission 
d’enquete d’ou il ressort que la chasse a l’esclave et la 
traite sevissent dans 18 ou 19 differents territoires du 

monde. En 1926 une Convention centre 1’esc lavage 
fut adoptee par la S.d.N. qu’a ete depuis ratifiee par 
39 nations. “

Depuis quelque temps la dite Societe s’efforqait de 
vulgariser la connaissance du fait esclavagiste et 
d’ emouvoir 1’opinion publique. Cette annee la delega­
tion officielle britannique insista aupres de la S.d.N. 
pour la nomination d’une Commission d’experts qui 
examinerait toute la documentation deja compile a 
ce sujet. En depit de 1’ opposition de quelques gouverne- 
ments, et d’une recommendation de limiter les depenses 
au strict necessaire, la proposition britannique fut 
soutenue par la majority des Nations.

Une des principales.. contrees ou l’esclavage persiste 
est I’Abyssinie, qui nossede deux millions d’ esclaves, 
bien que 1’ Abyssinie soit membre de la S.d.N. Son 
chef, dit empereur d’Ethiopie, Ras Tafari, vient de se 
mettre recemment en rapport avec la Societe Anti- 
esclavagiste, par 1’ Intermediaire du Foreign Office et il 
declare etre pret a faire tout son possible pour abolir 
l’Esclavage dans ses Etats. La traite a deja ete 
prohibee; il prie la societe de lui suggerer les moyens 
par lesquels il pourrait entreprendre cette tache difficile, 
nous priant de lui envoyer un conseiller.

En Chine‘esclavage sevit surtout parmi les femmes 
et les enfants et l’on sait que la Society proteste depuis 
plusieurs annees contre le Mui Tsai systems i Hong 
Kong. Des petites filles sont en effet vendues par leurs 
parents et sous couleur d’entrer dans une famille 
adoptive, elles deviennent des servantes sans gages, 
pratiquement des esclaves. Le Gouvernement britan­
nique a pris des mesures pour faire cesser cet etat de 
choses, mais le processus de liberation durera quelque 
temps.

La traite des esclaves se pratique encore en Arabie 
et sur la Mer Rouge. Il y a la veritablement un levage 
pour 1’ alimentation des marches de la cote; la traite 
s’ effectue a travers le desert, et par des routes clandes- 
tines les caravanes amenent les esclaves aux grandes 
villes du Hedjaz. Des parents deguises en p^lerins y 
viennent parfois vendre leurs enfants.

Au mois de juillet dernier Lord Buxton appela 
1’attention de la Chambre Haute Stir ce devoir inter- 
national. L‘ unanimity se fit sur sa motion qui fut 
acceptee par le Gouvernement.

Il reste beaucoup a faire et la Societe a besoin d’un 
appui efficace de 1’opinion publique. Elle a obtenu 
la cooperation de toutes les confessions religieuses et 
des partis politiques. The British Commonwealth 
League, la Ligue Internationale des Femmes et autres 
society feminines lui ont maintes fois prouve ]’ int^ret 
qu’ elles prenaient a cette t&che.

NOUVELLES BREVES.

Un groupe feministe: El Accion Feminista Domini- 
cana s’est forme dans 1’ile de Saint-Domingue sous la 
presidence de Sefiora Leda Gonzalez Suero. L’objet 
de 1’Association est le progres intellectual, social, 
moral et juridique des femmes.

Le nombre des candidates pour la prochaine Election 
en Grande Bretagne est, parait-il, de soixante et un dont 
trente six sont du parti travailliste.

The Women's Freedom League nous fait savoir que 
la conference de T Organisation Internationale du 
Travail qui devait avoir lieu le 15 octobre a ete repouss^e 
au 27 novembre et se tiendra a Caxton Hall, West­
minster.

Un candidat aux elections municipales de Newcastle, 
Mr. Nicholas Martin, vient de se desister en faveur de 
Madame K. L. Holloway, dont 1’experience plus 
etendue que la sienne, luidonnera dit, il plus d’autorite 

au Council municipal. Il se propose de travailler au 
succes de la candidature de Madame Holloway.

Dr. Anne Marie Niemeyer a compile pour les femmes 
universitaires un record sur le developpement de la 
famille allemande, d’ou il ressort que les hommes se 
marient plus t6t qu'autrefois, et les femmes plus tard.

Dr. Niemeyer dit que les statistiques prouvent la 
longevity des hommes ou femmes mari^s par rapport 
aux c^lebataires.

Miss Jane Blake secretaire de paroisse et sacristain 
de I’eglise de Emery Down dans la New Forest vient 
d'accomplir sa cinquantieme annee de service.

Miss Caroline Amy Hutton secretaire de la Societe 
helMnique est morte le 6 Octobre. C’etait un savant 
distinque qui avait aide les compilations de la 
nouvelle edition du dictionnaire Liddell and Scott 
et les r^dacteurs du grand Corpus des Inscriptions 
grecques en Allemagne. Elle fat pendant 22 ans 
membre du Comtie de 1’Ecole britannique d'Athenes.

L’&ge du mariage en Perse a ete eleve a 16 ans pour 
les filles et 18 pour les gardens. .

Une loi vient de passer au Parlement accordant aux 
femmes le droit de demander le divorce contre leur 
mari.

Les Elections generates en Lettonie pour les 100 sieges 
de la Seima viennent d’ avoir lieu en Lettonie. Comme 
on le sait, dans Ce petit pays les femmes ont les memes 
droits politiques que les hommes.

Le resultat de ces elections prouve une fois de plus 
que le suffrage feminin a tendance a renforcer les partis 
moderns. En effet, les conservateurs qui avaient 8 
mandats, n’en ont plus que 4 et les partis extremes 
auront 28 voix au lieu de 34. Par contre les partis 
mod^res du centre qui ne reunissaient que 40 mandats 
gagnent une douzaine de voix et s’assurent ainsi la 
majority.

APPEL AUX FEMMES.
La Commission de la Paix de 1’Alliance a presente 

1’Appel suivant au Comite Execut if, qui I’a soumis au 
Comite de Liaison des Organisations feminines inter- 
nationales, en suggerant que toutes les organisations 
membres lanceraient un tel appel a leurs branches 
nationales.

En approfondissant la question du desarmement et 
les extremes complications qu’elle presente, nous avons 
reconnu qu’en plus de cette question meme une tiche 
universelle incombe aux femmes

La crise mondiale affecte presque tous les pays, fait 
naitre un pessimisme et un scepticism© toujours 
croissants, meme vis a vis de la Societe des Nations, et 
met en danger son travail actuel et son developpement 
futur. Ce pessimisme se base sur le fait que les ideals 
humanitaires, 1’esprit d’^quite et de justice universelle, 
de solidarity fraternelle entre les peuples qui ont 
conduit a la creation de la S.d.N., paraissent bien 
souvent s’effacer devant les anciennes methodes poli- 
tiques dont la tradition, helas, est encore trop vivante. 
En tous pays ce scepticisme se repand parmi les homines, 
qui furent si longtemps les seuls representants de la 
politique et qui sont encore imbus des ses traditions 
funestes. C’est done a nous femmes, forces toutes 
jeunes dans le champ de la politique et, par la, plus 
aptes a vivre d‘ accord avec les idees nouvelles, qui, 
nous I’esp&ons, transformeront le monde, a combat tre 
dans nos pays respectifs contre ee pessimisme dangereux 
et destructif. Une phalange courageuse d’ hommes 
d’ elite lutte souvent contre de forts courants d’ opinion 

dans leurs pays pour maintenir un esprit de conciliation 
et de progres.

Notre place est a cote de cette avant-garde: tachons 
done de grouper toutes les femmes dans cette com- 
munaut^ au dessus des races, des classes, des confes­
sions, des partis, unie dans une grande foi pour la 
creation d’une nouvelle patrie humaine.

T^chons de former des esprits qui ne craignent pas 
en leurs pays respectifs d’etre meconnus et consid^res 
de mauvaises patriotes, selon la conception tradition- 
nelle et erronnee de ce mot, tandis que, bien au con- 
traire, ces esprits osent s’opposer aux egoismes 
nationaux qui tot ou tard meneraient a des catastrophes.

La femme joint a son enthousiasme politique une 
longue experience de patience. Depuis que le monde 
existe c’est-elle que la nature a destine et veiller sur 
le developpement de la vie dans l’espece humaine, sur 
l’enfance et la jeunesse.

C’est en ce moment oil le pessimisme et le decotirage- 
ment semblent s’etendre partout, qu’ il est indispensable 
de faire appel a cette combinaison des qualites feminines 
de patience et d' enthousiasme qui n‘ ont pas jusqu’ici 
etd suffisamment utilisees dans le monde.

C’est le moment de prouver partout, meme la oil 
les femmes n’ ont pas encore leurs droits de citoyennes, 
ce que vaut leur cooperation pour soutenir les forces 
mondiales, morales, pacifiques et democratiques. 
Partout oil les femmes sont citoyennes, elles doivent 
sentir 1’obligation d’aser de leurs droits pour agir 
aupres de leurs Gouvernements en faveur de 1’import­
ance capitale d’appuyer 1’ideal pour lequel a ete 
fondee la Societe des Nations.

C’ est aussi le moment de prouver par la masse de nos 
signatures que des millions de femmes de toutes les 
nations veulent le desarmement et 1’ entente des peuples.

PERSONNEL
Plusieurs de nos lectrices savent sans doute que 

Mrs. Corbett Ashby, Presidente de 1’ Alliance, a et6 
souffrante, et elles apprendront avec plaisir qu’ elle va 
beaucoup mieux. Ses amis cependant esperent qu’elle 
suivra a la lettre les ordres du medecin et n’ entreprendra 
aucun travail qui ne soit absolument necessaire jusqu’ au 
Nouvel An.

Plusieurs de nos membres se souviennent sans doute 
de la personality sympathique de Dr. Margherita Ancona, 
ancien membre italien du Comite Execut if. Lors de sa 
recente stance, le Comite ayant examine de facon 
generale la situation suffragiste dans divers pays, et 
notamment en Italie, a decide d’exprimer encore une 
fois a son ancienne collogue sa reconnaissance pour 
tout le travail accompli par elle en faveur de notre 
cause, et de dire combien il regrette de ne plus la 
compter parmis ses membres.

DERNIERES NOUVELLES.
Grande Bretagne: Elections du 27 October.

D’un total de 61 candidates, 14 femmes deputies out 
6t6 elues:

Conservateurs: Viscountess Astor, Duchess of Atholl, 
Miss Cazelet, Mrs. Copeland, Miss Graves, Miss 
Horsbrugh, Countess of Iveagh, Hon. Mary A. 
Pickford, Mrs. Runge, Mrs. Shaw, Mrs. Tate, Miss 
Irene Ward et Mrs. Ward.

Liberal: Miss Lloyd George.
Le resultat de 1’election pour les Universites reunies, 

oh Miss Rathbone se presente pour reelection, n’est 
pas connu.

Pas une seule femme a etd 61ue dans 1’ interfit du 
parti travailliste, des femmes bien connues comme 
Miss Bondfield, Miss Lawrence, Mrs. Hamilton et 
Miss Wilkinson ayant partage le desastre du parti.

Au moment de la dissolution du dernier parlement, 
il a ete 15 femmes deputies.
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