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THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS
IN 1926.

‘11 HE League has issued a summary of its activities 
— in 1926, in which it marks as of far-reaching 

importance the admission of Germany and the re- 
organisation of the Council. The next items mentioned 
are the preparations for the Conferences on the reduc- 
tion and limitation of armaments, and international 
economics, both of which were referred to in our Notes 
last month. The political activities of the League 
embraced the questions of Mosul, settled by the Turkish 
and British Governments on the lines of the Council’s 
recommendation, and the Graeco-Bulgarian incident 
which is now being dealt with similarly.

The Court of International Justice held its ordinary 
session in June, and an extraordinary session in Janu­

mattersary to give a decision on
German interests in Polish Upper : 
the course of the year Germany, 
and Guatemala acceded to

relating to 
Silesia. In 
, Abyssinia

the Statute of the
Court, and the two latter at the same time signed the 
clause regarding the compulsory jurisdiction of the 
Court. The State Department at Washington sent a 
communication embodying the decision of the Senate 
approving the accession of the United States to the 
Court subject to certain conditions and reservations. 
The Council of the League invited all Governments 
signatory to the Protocol of the Court to meet in Con­
ference, and this Conference drew up a Final Act 
embodying its- views on each of the five American 
reservations. Copies of this Act have been sent to all 
the Signatory States, and these States have been 
invited to adopt the conclusions of the Act as the basis 
of their replies to the United States.

The Committee for the Progressive Codification of 
International Law studied eleven questions submitted 
by its sub-committee as ripe for codification, including 
the question of nationality, diplomatic privileges, pro­
cedure of international conferences and procedure for 
the conclusion and drafting of treaties.

At the request of the Assembly the Council decided 
that a report should be submitted to it every six 
months on the position as regards the ratification of 
agreements and conventions concluded under the 
auspices of the League. It called the attention of the 
Governments to the necessity of taking suitable steps 
to facilitate and .expedite these ratifications.

This year the Health Organisation has extended its 
activity to non-European countries, the Far East and 
Africa. There is an Epidemiological Intelligence Office 
at Singapore, and an international commission is 
studying sleeping sickness in Uganda. The possi­
bility of establishing a centre for Africa on the Singa­
pore lines is being considered. Interchanges of public 
health officials and enquiries into malaria, cancer, etc., 
are being continued.

The International Institute on Intellectual Co-oper­
ation was officially inaugurated in January. In addi­
tion to its other activities the Committee has given 
special attention to the question of instructing the 
children in the aims of the League.

In the humanitarian field, the conclusion of the 
International Slavery Convention (see our issue of 
December) and the drafting of a scheme for an inter- 

. national union for the relief of peoples stricken by 
disaster are the two most important achievements. As
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regards the second question an international confer- 
ence has been summoned for July 4th, 1927, in order 
to consider the draft agreement for setting up an 
International Relief Union.

Work has proceeded for the relief 
Armenian, Bulgarian and other refugees. 
Committee having noted an increase in 
drugs, the Council has urged upon the 

of Russian, 
The Opium 

the traffic in 
Governments

the urgent need for adherence or ratification to the 
Geneva Convention of 1925.

Work has also proceeded on questions of Minorities, 
on administrative questions in the Saar and Danzig, 
on Mandates, and on economic and financial ques- 
tions.

The Assembly voted a credit for the purchase of 
the site and the construction of the necessary buildings 
for the permanent quarters of the League on the bor- 
ders of the Lake of Geneva. A Jury of Architects has 
been appointed by the Council and an international 
competition has been organised for the best plan for 
the proposed buildings, to close on January 25th of 
this year.

REVIEWS.
The Evolution of Woman, by G. W. Johnson, 

C.M.G., published by Robert Holden and Co., Ltd., 31, 
Gower Street, London, W.C.i., price 8/6.

This book was the last piece of work which Mr. 
Johnson did for one of the many good causes he had at 
heart before his death, and is preceded by a memoir 
which is a revelation of the greatness of the loss which 
those causes have suffered. The long list of books 
consulted for the purpose of this work shows that com- 
pact and easily read as it is, it was the fruit of thorough 
study, as well as profound conviction..

The plan of the book is to trace briefly the position 
of women from primitive conditions, through the great 
civilisations of the past until the nineteenth century 
saw the beginnings of the women’s movement properly 
so-called. Then follows a survey of the effect of that 
movement on education; the economic status of 
wives; women in medicine, the public service, and 
industry; the moral standard ; the position of chidren ; 
marriage and politics. The whole book only runs to 
270 pages of pleasantly large easily-read type, so that it 
is obvious that these matters are not dealt with in 
detail, but that Mr. Johnson intended to give a survey 
which would, better than a long and involved history, 
show just what Kas happened to make the position of 
women what it is to-day. What it does not tell us, 
and what perhaps no studies of man’s beginnings will 
ever reveal, is just how and why it happened so early 
in those beginnings that man looked upon woman as 
an inferior animal. That his superiority of physical 
strength enabled him to put that view into practice is 
clear, but why did he hold it? There seems no evi­
dence of the beginning of such a standpoint among the 
beasts. But this is a digression, though it arises from 
the first chapter of this book which sets down the view 
that there has never been a primitive stage where 
women ruled, but that‘men have always and every-- 
where been the ruling, sex.”

So through the centuries and the civilisations of 
Egypt, Greece and Rome, we see the woman regarded 
as property, sometimes allowed a little education and a 
little say in affairs, but more often simply regarded as 
a drudge and a machine for producing children. Of 
course there have been “feminists” in all times, and 
some of those from whom Mr. Johnson quotes had 

interesting, touching and comic things to say. Then 
- gradually as education became wider for men, women 
-slipped in until there were enough of them to demand 
--fuller opportunities yet. With wider education, came 

the demand for better economic conditions and better 
echances of employment. All this has been a gradual 
evolution, and the War which at the time seemed to 
have brought arevolution in these matters, is seen after 
all to have brought only a slightly increased pace in the 

- slower process. The chapter on women in industry is

as sad reading as all references to that vexed question 
seem to be : women are in industry to stay, and yet 
how blindly and impotently for the most part they and 
their male fellow workers have grasped the implica­
tions of that fact. Mr. Johnson seems mildly to re­
prove the feminist struggle against protective legisla- 
tion for women only, though only because he believes 
that it may prove the best way to secure it for all 
workers alike in the end. The chapter on the Moral 
Standard is as clear and courageous as one would 
expect from one whose greatest ardour was roused in 
this cause. The root of the matter is seen to lie—as 
in the end it must—in the realisation by men of the 
necessity for self-respect founded on self-control. Is 
there no sting for men in this fine sentence : “The 
scourge and the balm alike have always been applied 
to the woman, hardly ever to the man, who has, for­
sooth, been thought to be undeserving of restraint and 
incapable of reclamation”?

The chapter on marriage deals with the necessity for 
comradeship as a true basis, and gives some thought­
ful consideration to the vexed question of divorce. The 
history of woman franchise is briefly reviewed and an 
appeal is made for the throwing down of the “Last 
Barrier”—the ministry of women in the Churches. The 
concluding chapter is a brief call for full co-operation 
of both sexes throughout the whole of human activities 
as the only sure basis of future progress.

The whole book is international, dealing with no one 
country, and though not of a nature or extent to meet 
the needs of a profound student, is extraordinarily 
useful as bringing together the facts and showing the 
continuity of woman’s long struggle towards full real- 
isation of her human destiny.

NEWS IN BRIEF.
The following paragraphs are largely taken from 

miscellaneous press sources and their accuracy is not 
vouched for by our National Auxiliaries.

A Woman Communist Leader.
It is interesting to note that a woman has been 

elected by the Communist International to the 
Presidium of twenty-five persons which constitutes its 
inner circle. The woman in question is the veteran 
Clara Zetkin, who has been since 1920 an active mem­
ber of the German Reichstag.

Australia.
The State Industrial' Commission of New South 

Wales has decided not to recommend a rise in the 
basic wage for males, which is now four guineas 
weekly, but advocated a scheme of child endowment 
probably costing the employers 5 or 6 per cent, on the 
wages bill. The Commission determined the standard 
of living of a family of five at 106s. weekly.

Baluchistan.
In "The Times” of December 30th, it is recorded 

that the abolition of slavery has been decided upon in 
the State of Kalat, in Baluchistan, a maritime country 
between India and Persia. The Khan of Kalat, for 
some time desired to liberate all the slaves in his 
dominions. Some of the tribal chiefs immediately 
supported him, but others in the more remote part of 
the State at first made objections. They soon aban­
doned their o, position, however, and the Khan issued 
a proclamation on November 4th, abolishing private 
property in male and female slaves throughout his 
State. Slaves who wish to remain with their masters 
may do so, but on wages. Slavery under which fami­
lies could be sold apart has existed from very ancient 
times in Kalat, and its abolition is the culmination of 
the long-continued efforts of the administration of 
Baluchistan to soften its rigour.

France.
A Woman Surgeon,

Mme. Erian Garfield is the first woman surgeon 
admitted to practice in the hospitals of Paris.

Ban on Women in Paris Theatre Removed.
M. Heriot, Minister of Fine Arts, has decreed that 

the parterre of the Comedie-Francaise, from January 

15th, must be open to both men and women alike. 
Thus is abolished the last of the tradition that it was 
hardly respectable for ladies to be seen in any part of 
the floor of the house. The parterre corresponds to 
the pit.

Great Britain.
First Woman B.V.Sc.

Miss Edith Gertrude Knight was loudly cheered 
when she received at Liverpool University her degree 
of Bachelor of Veterinary Science. She is the first 
woman in England to have the degree conferred upon 
her.

Women in Business.
Miss Edith Beesley has just been appointed as West 

End branch manager of the Southern Life Associa- 
tion. It is the first time a woman has occupied this 
position.

The London Chamber of Commerce list reveals that 
there are no women directors who are members of the 
Chamber.- A year ago there were between 50 and 60, 
and two years ago there were only five.

Each of these no women is earning between £600 
and £6,000 a year. A few of the most successful are 
earning between 6,000 and £20,000 a year.

Italy.
The exclusion of women teachers is projected from 

instructing classes in literature, philosophy and history 
in the higher schools and institutions.

In such higher schools (lyceums) women may con- 
tinue to teach languages, mathematics, physics, 
science, and economy, while in the lower grades of 
schools they may continue to teach all such subjects, 
including literature, history, and philosophy. They may 
also teach all these in the girls’ higher lyeeum schools.

Thus before long women will be excluded from the 
competitive examination for the higher school posts, 
which cover the subjects mentioned, but as it is not 
proposed to exercise such exclusion until the end of 
1927 it is to be noted that for the present women 
teachers remain at their posts.

Japan.
Japanese women are reaching out to economic inde- 

pend ence. Mme. Suzuki is known as the richest 
woman in Japan, and is the director of the large Suzuki 
Company in Kobe. Mme. Nakamura is well known 
in the steel industry, and Mme. Makino is also a well 
known industrialist. Mme. Moto Honi is at the head 
of a large publicity, undertaking. Mme. Ume Tsuda 
is a prominent educationalist, Akiko Yosana a well- 
known writer, while Mme. Seiko Hyodo is famous as 
an aviator.

Java.
Women of Java are renewing their activities for the 

ballot, according to press dispatches from Batavia, 
Java. Dr. Aletta Jacobs participated in the original 
organisation of Javanese women for suffrage some four- 
teen years ago.

Mexico.
A woman, Professor Florida Lazos, has been elected 

as member of Parliament for the District of Chia- 
paneco. •

Roumania.
The Municipal Council of Bucharest has set a pre­

cedent for Eastern Europe by admitting two women 
members, the Princess Cantacuzene and Mme. Rou- 
miciano, both members of the National Council of 
Women in Roumania. The women councillors were 
elected by the 52 men members of the Council, which 
has the right to name a certain portion of its member- 
ship, but they were selected from a list of seven whose 
election was urged by a group of women’s organisa­
tions. The result is hailed as a victory for Roumanian 
Feminism, and a consequence of the campaign for full 
political rights being waged in Roumania.

Spain.
Mme. Plaminkova, the Czechoslovakian Senator, 

and a member of the Board of the Alliance, has been 
invited by the Provincial Deputation of Barcelona to 
lecture on -“Woman : her Importance to the State, the 
Community and the Family,” on “Women’s Franchise 

and other Rights and their Work in the Parliament of 
Czechoslovakia, ” and on the “Woman’s Movement 
throughout the World.” These lectures will also be 
given in other Spanish cities such as Madrid, Seville, 
Salamanca, etc. It is the first time that a woman has 
been officially invited by an official body to lecture 
upon feminism.

Sweden.
A seventh woman has just been elected to the 

Second Swedish Chamber, namely Mrs. Christina 
Ekberg, a member of the Social Democratic Party.

Turkey.
Bedrie Hanoum has been appointed to the most im- 

portant government position yet granted a woman by 
the Turkish Republic, namely, head of the Bureau of 
Hygiene.

After graduating from the American College in Con- 
stantinople, Bedrie Hanoum studied medicine in Ger­
many and France at the expense of the Turkish Gov- 
ernment and returned to Turkey last year as doctor of 
medicine.

3

THE MARTHA-ASSOCIATION IN FINLAND.
HE Martha-Association in Finland owes its exist- 
ence to national distress. The organisation was 

started in 1899 at a moment when the Russian 
policy of expansion threatened to annihilate Finland’s 
national existence. Its principal purpose at this time 
was to maintain and strengthen the national spirit 
within the homes by raising the moral and intellectual 
standard of the women, and also inspire them with an 
interest in practical work. To begin with, many 
obstacles put in the way by the authorities in power 
had to be overcome, and the work was carried 011 in 
spite of repressive measures. However, the courage 
and energy of the leaders proved successful and better 
times came at last.

Things have changed since then, and “Martha’s” 
work has taken a more practical turn, the leaders 
becoming aware that a certain degree of material ease 
and security is an essential condition for mental recep- 
tivity and progress. Yet the ideal basis has never been 
forgotten nor the ideal line abandoned.

Nowadays “Martha” numbers 399 branches through- 
out the country and 31,702 members, a rather con- 
siderable number in proportion to a population of only 
3,000,000. The branches unite, according to their 
geographical situation into local-unions., an order of 
things fit to strengthen the organisation and to facili- 
tate administration. The number of the local unions 
is 20. Branches with an extensive area and a sparse 
population are generally divided in smaller circles. The 
Central Board of the Association numbers 15 members 
and has its seat in Helsingfors.

“Martha” has the following species of practical work 
on its programme : gardening, poultry-farming and 
bee^culture, cooking, preserving 'of vegetables, more- 
over domestic industry such as : spinning, weaving, 
dyeing with vegetable colours prepared at home, 
needlework; etc., etc. Some data taken from the 
annual report for 1922 may illustrate the intensity of 
the work.

The number of small fruit- and kitchen* gardens laid 
out during the year with the help of Martha-teachers 
was 968, the total number of Martha-gardens is at 
present 9,892. 538 courses ih. cooking and in the pre­
servation of vegetables were held and attended by 5,264 
women ; during the same year 1,910 popular lectures 
were held, treating subjects connected with the pur­
poses of the Association; 262 professionally trained 
women-teachers were at . work. They travel from 
village to village, from cottage to cottage, over frozen 
lakes and through snowy woods in winter, in boats 
and peasant carts in summer, giving advice in the 
homes, holding courses and lectures, guiding and 
stimulating.

Due attention is paid to home-hygiene and to the 
care of children. This side of the work has taken a 
special importance since “Martha” became entrusted 
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with the task of organising the distribution of prizes to 
mothers of healthy and well-bred children.These distri- 
butions take place yearly,, by turns in different parts of 
the country; they are started by a society of scientific 
character and based on eugenic principles.

Doll-manufacture takes a prominent place in 
“Marthas” industrial program. Started in 1908 in 
an extremely modest shape in the town of Abo this 
industry has gradually grown into a profitable business 
with a turn-over for the year 1922 of about 1,200,910, 
providing a number of women with the means of earn­
ing their living or at least of contributing considerably 
to the income of their families.

The Association has its own monthly journal, f(The 
Housewife," appearing in the Swedish as well as in 
the Finnish language. Moreover, the Association has 
published a great number of various pamphlets, cook­
ing-books, handbooks for poultry-farming, for gar­
dening, etc., forming a considerable library, most of 
them having already appeared in several editions.

Within the local branches and circles the members 
gather at weekly or monthly, family-meetings. On these 
occasions sometimes a short lecture is held, followed 
by a discussion, or a book is read aloud, or some 
music performed. Needlework and chorus-singing are 
always on the programme. For women from the iso­
lated country-cottages and for those from miserable 
dwellings in towns or factory districts these simple 
gatherings mean bodily repose and mental revival. 
Here women of different classes and of different life­
experience meet on equal ground, as members of the 
same organisation, a form highly fit to encourage 
mutual comprehension. The total number of such 
meetings amounted in 1924 to 5,885. Further greater 
gatherings, so-called Martha-days, take place several 
times a year, and generally are attended by great 
numbers of members. These meetings contribute in a 
high degree to promote public spirit and a feeling of 
solidarity.

Exhibitions of garden produce and of articles of home 
industry often take place, arranged by some branch- 
union. The Association has also with great success 
taken part in several public industrial and agricultural 
exhibitions.

Since 1920 “Martha” is affiliated to the great 
Northern Union of Housewives.

The Martha-Association enjoys great popularity and 
sympathy not only in the lower as well as in the higher 
classes of the population, but even in the industrial and 
commercial world. Its assistance is often sought for 
by different associations and even by public authorities 
in order to realise enterprises of a social or practical 
character.

“Martha” receives a yearly subsidy from the Gov­
ernment, though as yet a rather modest one, compared 
with the extent of the work. Many of its local 
branches are in different ways subsidized by local agri- 
cultural organisations, which have learned to appre­
ciate the moral influence and the economic significance 
of their work. Even financial institutions, commercial 
companies and certian public funds now and then grant 
more or less considerable sums. Nevertheless it would 
scarcely be possible to satisfy the claims, of so vast 
an organisation and so wide a sphere of activity if ideal 
enthusiasm and unselfish readiness for work did not 
to a great extent supply the lack of material means.

UNITED STATES BILLS. 
By EMMA WOLD.

Though the second session of the Sixty-ninth Con- 
gress—the Congress now sitting—is limited in time, 
there is opportunity for action on bills introduced in 
the first session. Among these are several affecting 
the interests of women.

i. Two bills that in part modify discriminations 
against women in the immigration law, have reached 
the point where word to one’s Congressman and Sena­
tors may be helpful.

(a) Senate Joint Resolution 82 (Senator Copeland) 

would give a non-quota status to the alien husband 
of an American woman. The alien wife of an Ameri­
can man has now this status. The resolution passed 
the Senate unanimously, just before adjournment last 
July. Action in the House was prevented by one mem­
ber of the House Committee on Immigration and the 
resolution is still in this House committee.

(b) House Resolution 6238 (Mr. Bacon) would give 
non-quota status to an American-born woman who lost 
her United States citizenship by marriage before Sep- 
tember 22, 1922, thus giving her a chance to return 
to her native country without waiting for a place under 
the quota—in some countries involving a delay of 
many years. This bill passed the House last April, 
and was sent to the Senate Committee, on Immigration 
where it was amended to apply only to an American- 
born woman whose parents were citizens at the time 
of her birth. On the floor of the Senate it was further 
amended to give non-quota rank to the alien wives 
and minor children of aliens who entered before July 1, 
1924, with the provision that no more than 3 5,000 shall 
be admitted to this status. In this form the bill passed 
the Senate December 14, after considerable opposition 
and is now going before the House Committee on 
Immigration where it will meet much opposition 
because of the Senate amendment.

2. On the table of the House Committee on Immi- 
gration and Nationalisation Iies the bill, H. R. 9825 
(Mr. Bacon), to amend the Cable Act—the married 
women’s citizenship act. This bill would give an 
American woman citizen the right to retain her citizen­
ship under every circumstance growing out of mar- 
riage—the right now possessed by every American man 
citizen. On a similar bill introduced in the Senate by 
Senator La Follette, the Senate Committee accepted 
an adverse report of the sub-committee before which 
a hearing was held last March. This leaves the House 
bill as the only means for securing a change in the 
Cable Act, since the House committee may be per- 
suaded to remove the bill from fie table. The chair- 
man of the committee, Mr. Johnson, of Washington, 
has promised another hearing when the National 
Woman’s Party is ready with new testimony now being 
prepared.

3. The Equal Rights Amendment (S. J. Res. 11, 12, 
and Res. 81) is still in the Judiciary committees of the 
two houses.

4. The Minimum Wage Amendment (S. J. Res. 14), 
which would render constitutional the enactment of 
minimum wage laws for women only, is also still in 
committee.

5. The Uniform Marriage and Divorce Amendment 
(S. J. Res. 31, H. J. Res. 30, 58, no), to authorise 
Congress to enact uniform laws remains in committee.

—Equal Rights.

REPORT OF THE LAWS COMMITTEE OF 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN ON 

THE DIVORCE LAW OF THE COMMON­
WEALTH OF AUSTRALIA.

This Paper was prepared by Mrs. Sybil Morrison, 
Barrister, New South Wales, and read at the 
Federal Convention held in Brisbane, July, 1926.

Editor's Note.—The Alliance does not as a rule discuss 
questions relating to divorce since this matter 
touches closely the question of religious convictions. 
It is considered, however, that this clear statement 
of the laws existing in Australia which has been sent 
to us through a branch of our Australian Auxiliary 
may prove of interest to women in other countries 
where divorce reform is under discussion, and where 
they may feel it essential in the interests of justice 
that women’s opinion on these matters should be 
heard.

HE Committee has to report that the Divorce Law 
of New South Wales is on the whole in advance 

of the divorce laws of all the other states except 
Western Australia. That is to say, divorce can be 

obtained in N.S.W. upon a greater number of grounds 
and upon approximately the same grounds for husband 
and wife.

For this reason the Committee is strongly of the 
opinion that the laws of the more backward states 
should be liberalised, so as to bring them into line with 
the law of New South Wales before any steps whatever 
are taken to bring about the unification of the divorce 
laws of the Commonwealth. Otherwise the compromise 
which would be necessary would almost inevitably act 
to the detriment of N.S.W., so that she would lose 
the advantages she has gained.

The N.S.W. law has, however, one serious defect, 
inasmuch as incurable insanity is not in this state a 
ground for divorce, as it is in Victoria, Queensland, 
West Australia and Tasmania. South Australia is the 
only other state lacking this ground of divorce. The 
last Nationalist Government of N.S.W. introduced a 
bill, which made provision for this new ground, but the 
clauses in the bill dealing with insanity as a ground 
of divorce met with strong opposition, and for this 
among other reasons the bill was dropped.

It is to be noted that South Australia has only one 
ground of divorce for the man, namely adultery, and 
two grounds of divorce for the woman, namely adultery 
and sexual offences.

Queensland is in a little better position, and has three 
grounds for divorce, which are available to either party, 
i.e., adultery, insanity and desertion for five years, 
while the wife has a further ground, namely, sexual 
offences.

The Victorian law, though providing for grounds 
approximately equal in number to those given by 
N.S.W. law, has what seems to be grave defects in 
that (1) a distinction is made between husband and wife 
where adultery is concerned, and (2) no provision is 
made for restitution of conjugal rights, nor, for a 
decrep for dissolution upon failure to comply with a 
decree for restitution.

Tasmania, like Victoria, makes no provision for 
divorce by reason of non-compliance with a decree for 
restitution of conjugal rights, but apart from this there 
are approximately the same grounds for divorce in Tas- 
mania as there are in New South Wales.

Take the chief grounds for divorce for N.S.W., and 
notice how far they are grounds in the other states 
also.

Adultery.—It was formerly a principle that while a 
husband had a right to demand absolute chastity of 
his wife, a wife had not a similar right against her 
husband. She had no right to complain and obtain 
relief for mere adultery committed by her husband. All 
that she could expect was that her husband’s unfaith- 
fulness to her should not amount to incestuous or biga­
mous adultery, or adultery coupled with other aggra­
vating circumstances, or should not consist of certain 
grave sexual offences. This distinction has now been 
abolished in every state except Victoria, so that simple 
adultery is now equally a ground of divorce for wife as 
for husband.

Desertion.—Desertion is a ground for divorce in all 
states except South Australia. The period of time, 
however, differs from two to five years.

Desertion assumed from Non-compliance with a 
Decree for Restitution of Conjugal Rights.—In N.S. 
Wales and Western Australia, desertion is assumed by 
reason of the fact that the respondent refuses to come 
back to the matrimonial home when ordered to do so 
by the Court. In N.S.W. the petitioner may at once 
institute a suit and obtain a decree for divorce. In 
Western Australia also the petitioner may obtain a 
decree, but has to wait three years as in ordinary 
desertion. The other states have not this ground for 
a divorce—a ground which often enables people who 
cannot live together to find what has been termed “a 
decent way out,” i.e., a divorce without a parade of 
the matrimonial life before the public eye; and also a 
ground which may be the only means of putting an end 
to a state of separation where the parties are neither

truly married nor divorced. In Queensland and las- 
mania a decree for restitution may be granted, but the 
matter ends there and non-compliance with the decree 
is not a ground either for judicial separation or disso- 
lution. In South Australia the decree for restitution, if 
not complied with, gives a right to a judicial separation 
for desertion, but not to dissolution of the marriage.

Drunkenness, Cruelty and the Committal of Crime.— 
These are with some variations grounds for divorce in 
all the states except Queensland and South Australia.

Western Australia has in addition to the above 
grounds two others : (1) A wife may obtan a divorce 
on the ground that the parties have been separated for 
a period of three years and upwards, under an order 
of the court, or under a deed of separation, and the 
husband has failed- during that period to make pay­
ments for the support of wife or children as provided in 
the order of the Court or the deed of separation; and 
(2) Either husband or wife may obtain a divorce on the 
ground of the incontinence in certain circumstances of 
either party before marriage, provided the suit is 
brought within a very limited time after the marriage.

It is considered by the Committee that N.S. Wales 
should not take any lead in obtaining the unification of 
the divorce law of Australia until the laws of South 
Australia and Queensland and to a lesser extent the 
laws of Tasmania and Victoria have been brought into 
line with the laws of N.S. Wales and Western Aus- 
tralia. It cannot be too strongly emphasised that 
Queensland and South Australia have divorce laws 
which are several decades behind those of the other 
states.

When the time comes for the unification of the divorce 
laws of the Commonwealth three things should be 
considered :— ‘

(1) The law of other countries. For example some 
countries provide that divorce may be obtained after 
judicial separation for three years, or, a deed of separa- 
tion of the same period with certain restrictions in the 
case of a party guilty of the conduct which caused the 
separation. It should be noted that Western Australia 
has a somewhat similar provision to this. The object 
of this is to do away with the very unsatisfactory state 
of judicial separation when the parties are neither 
living together as married persons nor divorced.

(2) The desirability of the assumption on which the 
divorce laws of all states are based, namely, that a 
divorce is only to be allowed when the one who is 
wronged of the two parties wants it.

It is always refused if both parties mutually agree 
to separate. In point of fact it is almost universally 
acknowledged that divorces often take place when both 
parties are desirous of separation, but when this is done 
one of the parties has committed perjury, or, the Court 
has been misled.

(3) The question of a woman's domicile depending 
on her husband's domicile. Jurisdiction of the courts 
in divorce matters depends on the parties being domi- 
ciled (that is, having their home) in the state or country 
where the suit is brought. Under the existing Common 
Law of both England and all the Australian States a 
wife's domicile depends on that of her husband. It 
will readily be seen that injustice often results to the 
wife in a divorce suit from this fact. For example a 
woman living in N.S.W. marries a Scotchman who 
is here on a visit. He returns home intending that his 
wife shall follow. He commits adultery, but the 
N.S.W. courts have no jurisdiction to grant the wife 
a divorce on the ground of either adultery or desertion, 
and her remedy (if any) is in the Scottish courts, to 
which she probably cannot afford to go. The injustice 
of this rule has to some extent been done away with 
in certain of the states where provision has been made 
that in suits on the ground of desertion, a wife’s domi­
cile shall be deemed to be that of her husband at the 
time when the desertion took place, although he may 
have changed it since.
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REPORTS FROM AUXILIARIES
AUSTRALIA.

Leaders of Australian Equal Citizenship Federation 
Confer.

Leaving Perth towards the end of September, Mrs. 
Rischbieth, President of the Australian Equal Citizen- 
ship Federation, has made a successful tour through 
Adelaide, Melbourne, and Sydney, for the particular 
purpose of conferring with the officers of the above 
Federation, and with the social-political societies affili­
ated thereto. Realising that isolated bodies in each 
State are of little use to-day, the Women’s Service 
Guild of Western Australia (representing the Federa- 
tion in this State) has long felt the growing need for 
correlation of social laws between the various Austra- 
lian States; and what is even more important, that the 
social-political work in which the Guilds are engaged 
can only be strengthened by a strong forward move- 
ment which will bring closer contact with sister social- 
political bodies in each of the other States—in fact, 
the importance of such work cannot be too strongly 
emphasised.
. The Australian Equal Citizenship Federation, which 
exists for this purpose, should be an “on the wing” 
organisation, as it were, for obtaining concerted views 
on many questions of national moment, in order to 
approach the Federal Parliament with the least possi- 
ble delay.

Position of Women Js.P.
New South Wales, Queensland, South Australia, 

Western Australia, and Tasmania have granted 
women the commission of justices of the peace. Yet 
in each State the honour carries with it varying 
powers. In New South Wales, though there are 300 
women Js.P., they are empowered to do little beyond 
witnessing the signing of documents. Tasmania and 
South Australia have acknowledged women’s capacity 
to serve under this commission.

Victoria.
At the recent municipal elections Mrs. Angela Booth 

achieved a double distinction. She was the only woman 
candidate returned, and her victory makes her the 
third woman to gain a municipal council seat in Vic- 
toria. Mrs. Mary Rogers, elected to Richmond Coun­
cil in 1920, but defeated last year, was the first woman 
municipal councillor in Australia. The second, Mrs. 
Ross-Watts, was last year elected to the Gisborne 
Council, and is still sitting.

New South Wales.
Miss Preston Stanley, M.P., president of the Fem­

inist Club, headed a large deputation recently to the 
Attorney-General of N.S.W. (Mr. McTiernan), and 
requested certain amendments on the question of Equal 
Guardianship, Maintenance, and the Crimes Act. Miss 
Preston Stanley, Miss Rich, and other speakers are 
to be congratulated on the very able presentation of 
their case.

It was asked : (i) That a mother, if of good moral 
character, should be given recognition as the natural 
guardian of her child up to the age of five years, and, 
further, that absolute equality of sexes be recognised 
in regard to infant custody; (2) that the Crimes Act 
should be amended in regard to clauses governing 
sexual offences against children, with the object of ren­
dering such offences absolute without recognition of 
any plea of consent; and (3) that a wife should be 
granted the right to apply for increased alimony con- 
sequent upon an increase in the husband’s income.

Mr. McTiernan expressed sympathy with the 
requests, and promised to pay due regard to the senti- 
ments expressed by the deputation. While it might 
not be possible to embody in legislation all that was 
asked, he was of opinion that certain reforms of an 
ameliorative nature could be expected.

Tasmania.
Miss Lillian Overell and Mrs. L. F. Giblin, who 

have just returned from Europe, were invited by the

Women’s Non-Party League to afternoon tea at the 
Imperial.

Mrs. T. Murdoch, president of the league, who wel- 
comed the returned ladies, stated that Miss Overell 
was the only representative of Tasmania at the Inter- 
national Women’s Suffrage Conference in Paris, and 
expressed gratitude also to Mrs. Giblin on behalf of 
the league for her ever-ready assistance.

Mrs. E. Waterworth spoke at length on the objects 
of the league, and the application of these objects 
throughout the world. “We are the free lances of 
women’s work,” she said, “ana we do not keep to the 
beaten track. We do what needs doing. We are 
not in advance of public opinion, but are generally 
ahead of official opinion, which is why we are so often 
in hot water. One of our objects at present is to amend 
the criminal law, under which women and children do 
not get fair play at all. Again, we wish to have every 
girl in the State trained to be a home builder, and to 
improve the living conditions of the very poor through- 
out the State, throughout the Commonwealth, 
throughout the world. We have plenty of work before 
us.'

Miss Overell, after thanking the League for its wel­
come, endorsed Mrs. Waterworth’s statements as to 
the widespread influence of the International Alliance. 
It was probably the greatest association in the world, 
numbering millions of women in every country. In- 
eluded among the guests invited to meet Miss Overell 
and Mrs. Giblin were the presidents and secretaries of 
the following societies : National Council of Women, 
Victoria League, Lyceum Club, League of Nations 
Union, Peace Society, Free Kindergarten, Child 
Welfare, W.C.T.U., Young Women's Christian Asso- 
elation, and Literary Society.

DENMARK.
General Elections to the Folketing (Lower House).
The Socialdemocratic Ministry, Stauning, which had 

been in charge for a couple of years, appealed to the 
electors on December 2nd.

The system of parliamentary elections in this country 
(proportional representation) and the fact that we have 
a rather large number of political parties do not permit 
any party to obtain an absolute majority in the Lower 
House. The Cabinet Stauning had had to count upon 
the support of the Radical party, in addition to the 
Socialdemocratic party, and as this support failed for 
some measures regarding the economic crisis and the 
unemployment problem following the deflation (the 
Danish crown having risen to par rather too quickly), 
the Ministry preferred to call for a new general election 
to the Folketing.

The three woman-members of the Folketing, Mrs. 
Helga Larsen, Mrs. Elna Munch and Mrs. Malling 
Hauschultz were re-elected, but women obtained no 
augmentation of their seats in Parliament. It will, 
however, be of interest to the readers of “Jus” that 
Mrs. ]ulie Arenholt was only short of 62 votes to obtain 
a mandate, and that she got 500 personal votes (we 
vote on the system of party-lists with right to cast per- 
sonal votes on candidates on the list). The three 
woman-members are returned from Copenhagen, and 
it must be said that outside of Copenhagen and its 
suburbs no woman was put up as candidate.

A New Cabinet Without any Woman Member.
As the result of the election was a loss to the Social- 

democratic and Radical parties, the Cabinet Stauning 
handed in its resignation to the King, who then tried in 
vain to get a Cabinet of all political parties to sit during 
the present economic crisis. However, the Social- 
democratic party refused to co-operate, and on the 13th 
December a new Cabinet, Madsen-Mygdal, composed 
only of members of the “Left” party (an agricultural- 
liberal party), took charge.
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The first woman Cabinet-Minister in the world, Mrs. 
Nina Bang, who held the portfolio of Public Instructions 
in the Stauning Cabinet, of course resigned with her 
colleagues, and in the new Ministry no woman has a 
seat. Mrs. Bang had proved a very capable minister, 
of much initiative and a considerable influence in the 
Ministry.

The Cabinet Madsen-Mygdal, instead of a woman- 
member, introduced an innovation in creating a Minis- 
try of Health, which we have not had before, and of 
which Dr. Rubov) is in charge. Minister Rubow has 
already established two new posts of interest to women. 
He has appointed Professor Monrad Adviser to the 
Government in matters regarding hospital nurses and 
Professor Fredericia Adviser in matters regarding 
household and nutrition. Both men are perfectly quali- 
fied for their posts, but many women are of the opinion 
that women ought to have been appointed, so much the 
more as qualified women were available.

LOUISE NEERGAARD, 
Corresponding Secretary of Dansk Kvindesamfund. 

Copenhagen, 10th January, 1927-

FINLAND.
This time I am glad to be able to report from our 

country some great feminist gains. On the accession 
on Monday, December 13th, of the new Government 
(composed solely of social-democrats) a woman, Miss 
Miina SiUanpaa, M.P., became a member of the Gov- 
ernment. Miss Sillanpaa has been in Parliament since 
1907, when women got the franchise, re-elected every 
time by the women of her party. She is their recog­
nised leader, both within and outside Parliament. She 
is a self-made woman, beginning her career as a domes­
tic assistant; she then proceeded to organise the domes- 
tic workers, and has recently been inspector of one of 
our biggest Co-operative bodies—Elanto. She is a keen 
prohibitionist, and takes a great interest in labour legis- 
lation, of which she has a thorough knowledge. Miss 
Sillanpaa’s new post is that of Assistant Minister in the 
Department of Labour (Social Mmister iet).

Also for the very first time a woman, Miss Hanna 
Parviainen, manager of a big business of her own, has 
received from the President of the Republic the title of 
Kommercienrath (I give it in German, as such titles 
being non-existent in Great Britain, are untranslatable 
into English). This distinction conferred on a very able 
and public-spirited woman, has given great satisfaction 
to the feminists of this country. The Government that 
preceded the present one appointed a Committee com­
posed of women only to draw up the programme of the 
curriculum for all schools of domestic economy, Mrs. 
Hedvig Gebhard, M.P., being Chairman, and Mrs. H. 
Jahnson, a barrister, Secretary.

Another piece of news is that in the re-organisation 
of pensions for government employees in the Civil Ser­
vice quite a new principle has been introduced in that 
the widower of a woman employee with pension rights 
gets a pension in consideration of that right of hers just 
as a widow would on the death of her husband. This 
new pension law is based on absolute equality. Sons 
and daughter will in future enjoy pensions up to the age 
of 18; up to now unmarried daughters got pensions as 
long as they remain unmarried.

Parliamentary elections will take place next year in 
July. The nomination of women candidates will soon 
take place, and at the beginning of spring the election 
campaign will be in full swing.

On the 15th of March big women’s meetings will 
take place in commemoration of the day twenty years 
ago when the women of this country cast their votes 
for the first time.

ANNIE FURUHJELM.

GERMANY.
Prolongation of Public House Hours.

By decree of the Prussian Home Minister published 
on October 15th which came into force on October 30th 
the licensed hours for public houses in Prussia have
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been extended up to 1 o’clock in the morning for smaller 
places, 2 o’clock for cities with over 300,000 inhabi- 
tants, and 3 o’clock for Berlin. This, questionable 
“reform” aroused of course a storm of indignation in all 
circles working for the people’s welfare, not only in 
Prussia, but all over the Reich, as most probably the 
example of the largest and leading German State will 
be followed by others. Preliminary steps for instance 
have already been taken by the Saxon Home Ministry, 
in the form of an official enquiry into such prolongation 
sent out to the city authorities. Further the represen- 
tatives of the liquor trade will everywhere claim unified 
hours for large and small places, and even the abolition 
of all legal restrictions on retailing hours or public 
houses and bars. It was therefore evident that strong 
protests would be raised by the temperance organisa­
tions and the employees’ trade unions, as well as from 
all quarters of the women’s movement against this 
measure which, for the sole benefit of the alcohol capi- 
talists, means a new danger for the young, for family 
life and happiness, and for public health and morality. 
Fortunately there are some weighty practical objec- 
tions to the carrying out of the decree; first the objec­
tion of the majority of publicans and bar-keepers them- 
selves to making use .of the permission ; and further 
the difficulty in large cities of arranging the time-tables 
of electric trams and trains to suit the special wants of 
incorrigible drinkers and dissolute persons. So it may be 
hoped that these practical difficulties will act as a better 
preventative of the evil consequences of the decree than 
•all theoretical protests by means of meetings, resolu- 
tions, petitions and pamphlets.

An Important Women’s Conference.
The public conference on “Women and Housing' 

called by the National Council of Women (see report 
in October issue) which took place in the beautiful Hall 
of the Reichs Economic Council in Berlin in October, 
was a great success in every way. Representatives of 
many affiliated and friendly societies were present 
together with welfare and housing-centre officials, 
women City Councillors and Members of Parliament, 
women in state and communal services, and others spe­
cially interested from all parts of the Reich. The com- 
plicated problem was treated by expert speakers both 
from the general national point of view and also from 
that of a vital women's question. Dr. Erna Corte gave 
a lively picture of the professional woman’s housing 
difficulties, while the paper of Studienrat Gertrud Sim- 
roth on the housing needs of the elderly single woman 
formed an effective rounding off of this question. Both 
speakers came to the same conclusion : to recommend 
an improved system under which a certain number of 
people should combine to provide for themselves a form 
of communal board and lodging without sacrificing 
their domestic privacy. During the thorough and inter- 
esting discussion reference was made to many kinds of 
such common homes in the middle ages as well as at the 
present time, the latter being considered as promising 
steps towards new forms of domestic life.

The report of Government Councillor Dr. Marie Baum 
on “Present Needs and Tasks in Housing” gave an 
excellent survey of the whole problem, which she re- 
ferred to as the fundamental basis of all social-political 
reforms and charitable measures. The object of all 
economic and technical gains, of all public and private 
institutions is the welfare of the individual, but all 
efforts for a better standard of life and a higher moral 
and intellectual level cannot be effective unless a higher 
standard for the individual is guaranteed by really 
humane housing conditions. Herr Ministry Councillor 
Lehmann effectively brought home to the audience the 
highly important financial side of the question—how to 
provide sufficient and decent lodging for the penniless 
population. He pointed out the various possibilities and 
methods of Reich, State, provincial, communal and pri- 
vate measures. “From the Standpoint of the House- 
wife and the Family,” Frau Colden Jaenicke claimed 
the co-operation of women in matters connected with 
the practical arrangement of new buildings. In about
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60 German cities expert housewives are already mem- 
bers of the building boards and committees, and their 
judgment and advice as to sanitary fittings and time 
and labour saving devices is everywhere welcomed by 
architects, contractors, building societies and city au- 
thorities. Finally Dr. Charlotte Dietrich referred to 
the necessity of “Additions to the Home” to supply its 
greatest deficiencies, remoteness from the country and 
want of space. To meet the want of exercise for the 
young as well as rest for old people, she claimed more 
play-grounds, public baths, family and roof gardens, 
etc.

The discussions demonstrated the thorough know­
ledge and understanding of the audience by the high 
standard maintained, and other valuable suggestions 
were made and considered in the final resolution which 
emphasised all the claims which should be made by 
women as mothers and citizens. It is to be hoped that 
the strong impression made by this conference will not 
die away, but will contribute to a satisfactory solution 
of the burning question of housing, being continued and 
strengthened by the work of the newly established 
Housing Committee of the National Council.

MARIE S1RITT.

GREAT BRITAIN.
NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES FOR EQUAL 

CITIZENSHIP.
Next Parliamentary Session,

The great note for this year is undoubtedly the • 
Equal Franchise campaign. The N.U.S.E.C. in com­
mon with other women’s organisations is devoting its 
chief energies to this most important of all the points 
on its Programme. It has itself been bringing pressure 
to bear on the Government, and inviting the help of 
other Societies, to include in the King’s Speech for 
this session its intentions with regard to legislation 
giving the franchise to women on the same terms as 
to men.

On March 3rd the N.U. has planned a big mass 
meeting in the Central Hall, Westminster, to be ad- 
dressed by prominent members of every political party., 
and which will have the support of over 100 organisa­
tions both men’s and women’s.

The N.U.S.E.C. is also asking the co-operation of 
other Societies in a united effort in the summer. As 
we explained last month the matter is extremely urgent 
if there is to be any certainty of women voting at the 
next election. The matter is being complicated—per­
haps intentionally complicated—by the question of 
what is the best voting age for both men and women, 
and there is a fear that the Government may put for­
ward a proposal that the voting age for both men 
and women should be 25. As in any constitutional 
country it is virtually impossible to set the franchise 
clock back, there would be no chance of such a pro- 
posal being accepted. This proposal would in fact only 
be put forward if the Government did not mean seri- 
ously to carry out its pledge to give Equal Franchise.

Women’s organisations are everywhere occupied in 
planning their bills for the coming session. The 
N.U.S.E.C. is seeking a place in the ballot for a bill 
on women jurors, which would prevent the exclusion 
of women either by the judge or magistrate responsible 
for the case, or by being challenged by the accused. 
This bill has been warmly approved by very eminent 
lawyers. If it does not succeed in getting a place in 
the House of Commons, we hope to have it introduced 
in the House of Lords.

Under the Ten Minutes Rule a short bill will be 
introduced by Mr. Harney on behalf of the N.U.S.E.C. 
to amend the Lead Paint (Protection against Poisoning) 
Act so as to forbid the exclusion of women from the 
painting industry on the ground of sex. Resolutions 
will also be moved on behalf of the N.U.S.E.C. in the 
House of Commons on the compulsory appointment 
of women police, and on the. need for making testa- 
mentary provision for wives, husbands and children, and 
in the House of Lords on the employment of married

women. If well enough Lord Buckmaster will intro­
duce the Coverture Disabilities (Abolition) Bill.

Scottish Societies of the N.U.S.E.C. are making 
themselves responsible for a Child Adoption Bill to 
apply to Scotland, and for a bill on the status of the 
illegitimate child, and also for one dealing with the 
intestacy of husbands and wives. Lady Astor, on be- 
half of the Association for Moral and Social Hygiene, 
will be trying to re-introduce her Public Places (Order) 
Bill, and a new Bastardy Bill is to be introduced on 
behalf of the National Council for the Unmarried 
Mother and her Child.

In addition very serious attention is being paid to 
the proposals of the Government with regard to the 
Poor Law. The Boards of Guardians which are 
elected ad hoc to administer the Poor Law in Great 
Britain have many thousands of women on them. The 
new proposal is that the County and Borough Councils 
should take over much of their work. It is far more 
difficult for women to be elected on County or Borough 
Councils than on Boards Of Guardians, and it appears, 
therefore, that unless some special provision is made, 
women will play a far smaller part in the administra- 
tion of relief than heretofore. Women’s organisations 
will probably press for the statutory co-option of 
women on to the County and Borough Committees 
which deal with relief, and are meeting in Confer- 
ence to consider the matter in February.

National Health Insurance.
The Government will also be introducing new legis­

lation dealing with health insurance. The N.U.S.E.C. 
is putting forward a policy on the more important 
aspects of the problem, more especially with regard 
to improved maternity benefit, so that it may include 
medical and nursing attendance, and with regard to 
pooling the receipts from men and women contributors 
so that contributions and benefits may be equal.

Woman’s Leader.
Readers of “Jus” may care to see the New Year 

Number of the “Woman’s Leader,’’ which gives a 
record of the women in politics, industry, medicine, 
social service, etc., in 1926. This can be ordered from 
15, Dean’s Yard, S.W., price 2d.

Annual Council Meeting.
The Annual Council Meetings have been fixed for 

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, March 
2nd—5th, and will be held at King George’s Hall, 
Caroline Street, Great Russell Street. The public 
luncheon will be held at the Criterion Restaurant on 
Friday, March 4th, at 1 o’clock. We should be glad 
to hear from readers of “Jus.” who will be in London 
at that time in order that we may invite them as 
visitors. At the Council there will probably be con- 
siderable discussion as to the relative amount of time 
and energy which the N.U. should devote to Equality 
Reforms from the narrower and wider points of view 
respectively.

E. M. Hubback.
THE WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE.

On the eye of the opening of Parliament we are 
having an Equal Franchise Demonstration at our 
Minerva Club in London, .when one of the speakers will 
be the woman prospective parliamentary Liberal can­
didate in that constituency. On February 11th we are 
giving an informal dinner and reception to our Presi- 
dent, Mrs. Pethick Lawrence, to welcome her home 
on her return from a visit to India. Mrs. Pethick- 
Lawrence will then throw all her energies into our 
Equal Franchise campaign. She is already booked to 
speak at meetings demanding the equal enfranchise- 
merit of women with men which are being held in 
London, Bexhill, Hastings, Southsea,' Glasgow and 
Dunoon during February and March. Wherever a 
meeting is held the organisers get into touch with 
the local Member of Parliament, invite him to attend 
the meeting, and ask him to receive a deputation 
from his constituents on the subject of equal franchise, 
who will try to secure from him a promise to bring 
pressure to bear upon the Government to bring in and 

pass into law at an early date a measure granting the 
parliamentary vote to women at the age of 21 and on 
the same terms as men.

We are pressing forward with the subject of Women 
Police, and are urging upon the Government to pass 
legislation making their appointment compulsory by 
Borough Councils and Standing Joint Committees.

F. A. Underwood.
ST. JOAN’S SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ALLIANCE.

The annual meeting of the Liverpool Branch of St. 
Joan’s Social and Political Alliance was held on 
January 3rd. A resolution, “demanding an immediate 
government measure giving votes to women at 21 and 
on the same terms as to men” was passed and also 
other resolutions on Equal Pay and Opportunities, 
Women in the House of Lords, and the repeal of the 
present Solicitation Laws. All members of the Alliance 
who were present at the meeting pledged themselves to 
write a personal letter to their Member of Parliament, 
demanding; Equal Franchise between men and women.

All work of St. Joan’s Alliance will be concentrated 
during the present year upon the Equal Franchise 
Campaign, and several more meetings will be organised 
by us in various constituencies, the next being in East 
Fulham. We are also co-operating wholeheartedly 
in joint efforts with other Societies in connection with 
the Equal Political Rights Campaign.

INDIA.
Srimati Muthulakshmi Aammal, M.L.C.

The Madras Government is to be congratulated on 
nominating a lady to its new Legislative Council. The 
great honour has been conferred on Srimati Muthu- 
lakshmi Ammal, M.B., C.M., and all the women are 
proud of her. Her career has throughout been very 
significant of the new spirit of Indian Womanhood. 
A busy private medical practitioner, her interest is 
equally active in all spheres of public work, especially 
where the welfare of women and children is concerned. 
She is, of course, a prominent member of the W.I.A. 
and wag on the deputations to Lord Willingdon and 
the Law Member asking the Legislative Council to be 
thrown open to women. She ably represented the 
W. I. A. at the Paris International Congress of 
Women, and since her return has been constantly 
speaking and writing upon its lessons to India in vari­
ous directions. Hers was one of the names that were 
suggested, along with three others, by the Ladies’ 
Deputation to H. E. Lord Goschen for nomination to 
the Legislative Council. We hope in other Provinces 
also lady members will be nominated to the legislatures 
and notably to the Assembly where important mea- 
sures affecting the welfare of women and children are 
to be considered.

Heroic Defeats.
Mrs. Hannen Angelo knew her chances were very 

slight, but to show that Anglo-Indian women were 
as ready as men to throw themselves into the work of 
the country she came forward and is no way daunted 
by her failure. Mrs. Kamaladevi's power to secure 
4,461 votes, only 500 less than the successful rival, 
by a month’s work is an immense victory in face of 
her opponent’s organisation and nursing of the consti- 
tuency for six months previously and is a matter of 
pride to all who support the progress of women. Dr. 
Parvati Devi in the Punjab also did not succeed at 
the polls.

An Indian State’s Lead in Social Reform.
As part of the celebration of the birthday of the 

Maharani of Bharatpur, an important Act called the 
Social Reforms Act was promulgated by the Mahara­
jah on November ,6 to be in force from January 1, 
1927. The Act enables widows to contract a second 
valid marriage and their children to inherit property. 
Another noble clause lays down that all marriages or 
re-marriages contracted between persons who have 
not attained the age of 14 in the case of women and
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16 in the cage of men may be declared void in a court 
of law, and all persons, knowingly abetting mar­
riages contrary to the above age limit shall be liable 
to imprisonment and fine. Where an Indian State 
leads, British India can • surely follow !

The Children’s Protection Bill.
The humanitarian measure for the protection of 

children, which Sir Hari Singh Gour has championed 
in the Assembly, will once more come up for discussion 
in that august body. It will be remembered that some 
three years ago, he introduced a series of Bills on : (a) 
the protection of unmarried girls below the age of 18; 
(b) seduction of such girls ; (c) the consignment of them 
to pagodas and temples for the purpose of prostitution. 
Most of these measures have now been enacted into 
law with the result that so far as legislative sanction 
is concerned, prostitution and seduction is severely 
punishable in the case of minor girls below the age of 
18. His Children's Protection Bill, to raise the age of 
consent within and outside marital relations, has been 
the subject of keen controversy and was thrown out 
at the Assembly at the instance of the Government, 
supported by the Swaraj party. He, however, returned 
to the attack as soon as his Bill was thrown out, and 
succeeded in persuading the Government to accept it, 
even in a modified form, leaving his own Bill free for 
further consideration. He brought to bear upon the 
task a prodigious energy with the result that even the 
Government had to yield and agreed to raise the age 
from 12 to 13 and 14 inside and outside the marital 
relations. But Sir Hari Singh Gour’s point has not 
been met. He argues that as three-fourths of the girls 
in this country attain maturity in their 14th year, and 
as the attainment of puberty is no sign of their fitness 
for motherhood, which requires further physical devel­
opment, the age of consent, should at least be 14 and 
16 inside and outside the marital relations.

—r-Stri Dharma.

THE NETHERLANDS.
The League of Women Citizens held a general meet­

ing on the 11th December, specially called with regard 
to the forthcoming elections to Town Councils and 
Provincial States. Several women who are members of 
the League, and also members of different Town Coun­
cils or Provincial States gave accounts of their work 
among; the magistrates of their town or province. 
Women’s work in the Provincial States has been prin- 
cipally concentrated on the local work for lunatics, 
tuberculous children, sanatoria and hospitals, but they 
have also taken an interest in the question of the best 
way to build the roads. One of these ladies has a 
special interest in the poor neglected pedestrian, and 
takes up his cause whenever better roads come into 
question, and the interests of the motorist are well pro- 
vided for, but those of the foot-passenger are likely to 
be forgotten.

In many of the Town Councils in Holland women 
have seats, but in comparison with men their number 
is far too small still. All the women had very inter­
esting details of their work to give, and all the reports 
proved that women have obtained a special place of 
their own in the government of towns as well as vil­
lages. Co-operation with the members of the other sex 
is generally on very friendly terms.

Above all, women members have pleaded for the free- 
dom to work for women and they have tried to prevent 
the dismissal of women officials or women teachers on 
marriage. Supported by the petitions addressed to the 
Councils by the Headquarters and sections of the 
League of Women Citizens, they have sometimes been 
able to convince their colleagues of the unrighteousness 
of such a decree. Everywhere when the instruction of 
girls lags behind that of boys, the women members of 
the Council make efforts to get it improved, and often 
with success.

But still only the fringe of the work has been touched 
and much remains to be done, so that every one was 
convinced that here lies a fine field of work for a clever
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woman with independent opinions and liberal views. The 
League of Women Citizens has therefore resolved upon 
an active share in the next elections, so that more 
women of feminist principles and with a belief in the 
woman’s right to self-management may be chosen.

SOUTH AFRICA.
The 19th annual meeting of the Women’s Enfran- 

chisement League of Port Elizabeth, was held on 
December 6th at the Athenaeum. Mrs. Way was in 
the chair, and before commencing the. usual business, 
said that she much regretted that owing to a serious 
accident, the President, Mrs. FitzSimons, was un- 
able to attend the meeting.

After the reading of the minuets, Miss Dorman gave 
a report of the recent meeting of the Executive of the 
W.E.A.U., held in Bloemfontein, at which she had 
represented the Vice-President of the Eastern Province 
of the Cape, Mrs. FitzSimons. The outstanding fea­
ture, said Miss Dorman, was the spirit of hopefulness; 
the Executive seemed full of an alert keenness, while 
one Province vied with the other in determination for 
an intensive campaign in 1927. A new Bill would be 
introduced by Mr. Mullineux early in the year, the 
Association having agreed to accept the wording pro- 
posed : “For European Women,” as being more 

. acceptable to the Union in general. Mr. Mullineux has 
always been a staunch champion for the cause of 
women’s enfranchisement and it is hoped that the intro- 
duction of the word “European” will strengthen his 
hand. The much regretted resignation of Miss John- 
stone-Scott made it necessary to elect a new Parlia- 
mentary Secretary, and the unanimous vote for Mrs. 
Lyon showed that she has the confidence of the Execu­
tive. A special vote of thanks was passed to Miss 
Johnstone-Scott for her most valuable work as Parlia- 
mentary Secretary of the W.E.A.U. for many years.

The Secrtary (Miss A. L. P. Dorman) read her re- 
port, in part as follows :

Annual Report.
Our work during the past year has been in close 

co-operation with that of the Executive of the Women’s 
Enfranchisement Association of the Union.

Your President has addressed well attended women’s 
meetings at the request of Mrs. Clapp and other socie- 
ties, and at these meetings she was struck by the enthu- 
siasm shown to sign the petitions, and in the cause 
of women’s rights and interests. On a recent visit to 
Cape Town she also took advantage of the opportunity 
of meeting members of the Legislative Assembly and 
to enlist their sympathy with our cause. Your Secre­
tary addressed a meeting at Cradock arranged by the 
“Women’s Civic Association” of that town in October. 
This it will be remembered was an association started 
by her two years ago. Your Secretary has the great 
pleasure of notifying you that in October she had the 
satisfaction of addressing a well-attended drawing-room 
meeting of the ladies of Golden Valley, and that as a 
result a new W.E.L. has been formed from this parent 
League.

UNITED STATES.
American Women Seek Way to Peace.
By Olive A. COLTON, of Toledo, Ohio.

Under the leadership of Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt, 
the second conference on the Cause and Cure of War 
was held in Washington in December to learn the next 
step which nine national organisations could take 
together toward permanent peace. These were the 
American Association of University Women, the Coun­
cil of Women for Home Missions, the Federation of 
Women’s Boards of Foreign Missions of America, the 
General Federation of Women’s Clubs, the National 
Board of the Young Women’s Christian Associations, 
the National Council of Jewish Women, the National 
League of Women Voters, the National Women’s 
Christian Temperance Union, and the National 
Women’s Trade Union League.

Only old warriors could have listened to thirty 
experts through three sessions a day for a week, but 
the Conference was glorious beyond the telling, as the 
women learned about the complex causes of war, the 
need of security, disarmament, arbitration, of law and 
court, and an association of nations to bring us out of 
international chaos. Then the foreign policy of the 
United States toward Europe, Latin America and in 
the Far East was discussed, and the analysis of the 
war debts revealed that the women, no legs than some 
bankers, were grasping that cancellation in some 
degree far from being international benevolence might 
merely be sound economics.

General Tasker Bliss pointed out that the primary 
causes of war will always exist, and that if warfare can 
be averted, there must be certain checks of inter- 
national law, and international disarmament, a court, 
and an association of nations, wherein each one can 
develop individually. Mr. Alfred Zimmern, of the 
International Institute of Intellectual Co-operation at 
Paris, declared there could not be internationalism 
without democracy, that the world movement was 
against a superstate, co-operation not dictation being 
now the policy. He reminded the women what the 
British commonwealth had contributed to turn the tide 
toward peace, but America being the most international 
of the nations, could do the most of all. Then Mr. 
Jackh, Vice-President of the German League of 
Nations Union, asserted that the new German 
Republic was the highway to peace, because the spirit 
of democracy had come as a blessing of defeat. He 
praised the Dawes plan as life insurance, said Presi­
dent Wilson had given historic utterance to old German 
ideals, and declaring that country was the geographic 
heart of Europe, he felt its political philosophy might 
help the world toward peace, whereby the stone which 
the builders rejected would become the head of the 
corner.

Professor Shotwell, of Columbia University, held the 
next step for the United States was a conference to 
revise its laws of neutrality, as to-day this country 
might be a potential accomplice of the breaker of the 
Locarno pact. Professor Earle, of Columbia, made 
clear the pivotal relation between government and 
business, and that trade need not mean war if gov­
ernments were arbiters and not protectors of business. 
Representative Burton reviewed the Government 
policy on disarmament, and Mr. James MacDonald 
what had been done in arbitration. The evils of self- 
sufficiency, the economic rivalries, the lust for raw 
materials, the work of the League of Nations, and the 
fact that America is no longer leading the world in 
arbitration or helping to set up the machinery for 
permanent peace, were stressed by more than one 
speaker.

The Chinese Minister explained the justice of his 
people’s longing for freedom from foreign domination 
in Chinese affairs. The advisability of independence 
for the Philippines was carefully considered. The 
mistaken application of the Monroe Doctrine toward 
the Latin countries which lias made dark pages in 
American history, received the same consideration. The 
exploitation of Mexican resources by outside interests 
as the cause of the present situation there, was dis- 
cussed. Mr. H. Duncan Hall told how Australia had 
given no racial offence in her immigration policy and 
others showed the need of dealing with Japan with 
justice and courtesy.

Leading newspaper men spoke of the War Machine, . 
the Hate Machine and the Peace Machine, and the 
Conference ended by taking to the White House, where 
the six hundred delegates were received by the Presi- 
dent and Mrs. Coolidge, the resolution appealing to 
him to keep the door open for further negotiations 
for the entry of this country into the World Court. 
An appeal was also made to the Senate to ratify the 
treaty against the use of poison gas in warfare, and 
a resolution on Mexico requested those in authority to 
settle the existing differences by arbitration if necessary

and without the withdrawal of recognition. The find­
ings from the Conference have been referred to an 
editing committee. When published they will go before 
the included organisations for the consideration of 
their members, and such parts as may be approved 
will form the basis for a common programme to abolish 
war, the concerted action of several million organised 
women.

Mrs. Catt reminded the women of the moral courage 
needed to work for peace, and Mr. Norman Angell 
insisted we ask peace at too cheap a price if we are not 
willing to assume obligations. As he warned that all 
preparation is thought to be for defence, and that too 
late we realise in the meaning of war that Satan some- 
times comes in the guise of God, for good is put into 
the service of evil, the applause indicated this body had 
set itself against the old cruel way of settling inter- 
national diffences. Let the women of Europe take 
heart. There is a large group in the United States 
working to have this country cast off its outgrown 
'tradition of isolation, and assume its responsibility 
for permanent peace among the nations of the world.

WOMEN ASTRONOMERS.
The first great woman astronomer in Great Britain 

was Caroline Herschell who acted as assistant to her 
famous brother, Sir William Herschell, and discovered 
eight comets. The “Liverpool Post and Mercury” 
tells us that there are at present seventy women mem­
bers of the British Astronomical Association, and among 
them is Mrs. Grace Cook, who is an authority on 
meteors, and one of the first to discover the new star, 
when it appeared in 1918. Dr. Stevenson, the Presi­
dent of this Association, states that one of the most 
remarkable women to-day in astronomy is Dr. Annie 
Cannon, an American, whose monumental work on 
stellar spectra is unique. She has classified 700,000 
stars and can tell their distances in the spectrum at a 
glance. Other young women astronomers in this 
country to-day are Miss Gertrude Bacon, a well-known 
lecturer, Miss Mary Proctor, who lectures and writes 
on this subject, Miss Cecilia Payne, who has specialised 
in Spectroscopy, and Miss Blagg, who has achieved 
a reputation on the mathematical side of the science. 
The Royal Astronomical Society has now fifty women 
members. By a supplementary charter in 1915 women 
were admitted to membership of this Society, and Mrs. 
Charles Ratcliffe has recently been elected to its Fellow- 
ship. There is now no branch in astronomy which 
women have not taken up, both in professional and in 
amateur circles. Women find it a fascinating science. 
Miss Periam Hawkins has written an A.B.C. of Astron- 
omy, and Miss Gibberne has written several books on 
astronomical subjects. Mrs. Maunders is a recognised 
authority on solar matters, and Miss C. Furness is an 
authority on variable stars. It cannot be claimed that 
astronomy opens up a new career for women, because 
women have for so long been connected with this 
science, but it certainly offers a wide scope for the best- 
trained minds among women. —The Vote.

NEWS FROM SOME LATIN COUNTRIES.
The "Accion Catdlica de la Mujer’ (Madrid) an- 

nounces that the Women’s School of Sociology in Mad­
rid, founded by the Association of which that paper is 
the organ, was opened on the 15th of November. Its 
object is to provide for Spanish women “the social cul- 
ture demanded by the present age, to enable them to 
fill posts in the public service and in private businesses, 
and, above all. to direct social and charitable work.” 
The course includes religion and ethics, social economy, 
and law as it affects women and labour.

The same paper gives interesting figures regarding 
women in Spanish universities. Up to the end of the 
nineteenth century, only eleven licentiates and doctor- 
ates were granted to women in Madrid university, six 
of them in Philosophy, three in Pharmacy and two in

Medicine. In the year 1913-14 there were still only 36 
women students in the Central University of Madrid, 
but in 1924-5 this number had increased to 533. In all 
the Spanish universities, taken together, there were 
746 women students in 1922-3, Madrid having the ma- 
jority of them, and Barcelona, Granada and Santiago, 
most of the others. The faculty which women prefer 
is that of Pharmacy, and next to it Letters in which 
their favourite subject is History. In the Faculty of 
Science they show a preference for Natural over Exact 
and Physical Sciences. In Medicine they still con- 
stitute only two per cent. of the whole number of stu­
dents. Two women have been admitted to be advo- 
cates by the Faculty of Law of Madrid.

—The Catholic Citizen.

NOUVELLES INTERNATIONALES.
Suite de p. 64.

promulgud le 6 novembre. Cet acte permet aux veuves 
de se remarier et a leurs enfants d’hdriter de leurs biens. 
Une autre clause etablit que tous les manages ou re- 
manages entre personnes au dessous de 14 ans pour les 
femmes et de 16 pour les hommes seront annulus par le 
tribunal et les responsables emprisonnds.

Bill de protection des enfants.—Sir Hari Singh Gour 
a presente, il y a 5 ans, un bill de protection pour les 
enfants qui est devenu loi. (a) Protection des jeunes 
filles au dessous de 18 ans. ‘ ‘(b) contre la seduction des
j eunes fifes. (c) contre leur consignement dans des 
pagodes ou temples en vue de leur prostitution. Ces 
actes seront severement punis. Le bill de protection 
des enfants, pour Clever l’age de consentement, a 6td 
I’objet d’une longue controversy : le gouvernement a 
eleve l’^ge de 12 a 13 ans (dans le mariage) et a 14 ans 
(hors du mariage); mais il reclame que l’^ge soit eleve 
a 14 et 16 ans, attendu qu’au dessous, le d^veloppement 

impropre a lala jeune fille la rendphysique de 
maternite.

Le Khan 
supprimant

BELOUCHISTAN. 
lance une proclamation, le 4 novembre,
propriete des esclaves males et femelles

dans tout 1’dtat de Kalat.

LA LIGUE DES NATIONS EN 1926.
La Ligue a publid le sommaire de 1926 dans lequel 

elle souligne 1’importance de 1’admission de ‘Allemagne 
et de la reorganisation du Conseil.

Les autres articles mentionnds sont lie r^glement de 
la question de Mossoul ; 1’incident grdco-bulgare sera 
regle par les memes principes.

La Cour de justice Internationale a tenu session en 
juin et une en janvier pour regler la question des 
intdr^ts allemands en SiUsie. Dans le courant de 
Fannie, l’Allemagne, l’Abyssinie et le Guatemala ont 
adhere aux statuts de la Cour; ces deux derniers pays 
ont signe la clause relative a la juridiction obligatoire. 
Le departement d’Etat de Washington a envoyd une 
communication annon9ant que le S^nat a approuve 
1’adhdsion des Etats-Unis a la Cour sous certaines 
reserves et conditions.

Cette annde, le Bureau d’hygiene a dtendu son activity 
a 1’Extreme-Orient et a l’Afrique. Il y a un office de 
renseignements pour les epidemies a Singapoure et une 
commission internationale dtudie la maladie du sommeil 
en Ouganda. L’Institut international de cooperation 
intellectuelle a ^te inaugurd en janvier. Il a 6td decide 
qu’un enseignement sur les buts de la Ligue sera donnd 
aux enfants, L’organisation des secours aux rdfugi^s 
russes, armdniens, bulgares, etc., marche reguliere- 
ment. Le Comit^ contre I’opium ayant note un 
accroissement du trafic des stupefiants, le Conseil a 
exercd une pression sur les gouvernements pour qu’ils 
ratifient la convention de Geneve de 1925. L’Assemblde 
a voted un credit pour l’achat d’un terrain et la con- 
struction d’un b^timent permanent de la Ligue au bord 
du lac de Geneve.

MADELEINE Rudler.
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SECTION FRANCAISE
FEMINISME EGYPT1EN.

Maintenant que voila les longues vacances d’ete ter- 
minces on signale de toutes parts ‘ un redoublement 
d ’activity. Presque en meme temps que le Parlement, 
le Comite de l’U.F.E. vient de reprendre ses seances.

Le 17 Novembre les membres de ce Comite ont 
decide de renouveler 
demandes presentees 
et d’en adresser une 
de la Chambre.

Quatre jours plus 

aupres du nouveau ministere les 
en Mai dernier au Cabinet Ziwer, 
copie aux Presidents du S^nat et

tard une deputation de 1’Union
fenunis te s’est rendu.e chez Adly Adly Pacha et Zaki 
Abou el Seoud Pacha pour remettre aux deux ministres 
le texte de ces requites. Elle s’est retiree pleine 
d’espoir de les voir agrees, Leurs Excellences ayant 
manifest tout rint^r^t qu’elles attaclaient & leur 
realisation.

Le 26 November dans une autre reunion le Comite 
a decide :

I) d’agrandir le Bureau en nommant de nouveaux 
membres et de remplacer les absents.

2) de faire une propagande active dans les villages 
en se mettant en contact dans chaque pays avec les 
families influentes de I’endroit.

3) ^’assurer une plus grande documentation a notre 
association en la mettant en rapport avec les diverses 
Socidt^s luttant pour un des buts au programme de 
1’ Union : telles les Ligues contre le traffic des femmes, 
contre l’alcoolisme, les stup^fiants et celle pour la Pro- 
teetion de l’Enfance.

Le Comite a fixe le jour de ses reunions au premier 
samedi de chaque mois.

Dans sa seance du 4 decembre, le Comite de 1’Union 
Feministe Egyptienne a decide d’unir sa voix a celles 
des Associations feminines mondiales pour reclamer de 
Sir Erie Drummond, secretaire general de la Soci^td 
des Nations, le renouvellement du contrat de Miss Flor­
ence Wilson, bibliothdcaire a la S.D.N.—eontrat qui 
expire a la fin de ddeembre.

Miss Wilson qui est Americaine, dirige depuis six 
ans la Bibliotheque du Secretariat de la Ligue, qu’elle 
a elle-meme creee avec une intelligence et une capacity

—UEgyptienne.au-dessus de tout eloge.

FRANCE.
Les Elections Senatoriales.

Le rdsultat des elections du 9 janvier, consider au 
point de vue feministe, le seul que nous ayons a envis- 
ager ici, nous semble, au premier abord, nettement 
favorable.

Notre rapporteur, M. Marraud, sera lui-meme im- 
pressionne, nous en avons la certitude, par 1’attitude 
de tous les partis politiques vis-a-vis de la question du 
suffrage feminin. Les partis de gauche auxquels il 
appartient ont dG nettement se prononcer, dans cer­
tains departements, et voici le texte de l’accord realise 
par les quatre partis de gauche de la Seine en ce qui 
nous concerne: '

“Affirmation, par le droit de vote aux femmes, de 
l’egalite civique et politique des sexes.’ ‘

Et, ici, il nous faut remercier ceux qui ont obtenu, 
grace a leur Energie, que la question du vote feminin 
soit un des points essentiels de l’accord commun A 
realiser entre les partis de gauche.

Quelles que puissent 6tre nos opinions politiques indi- 
viduelles, nous devons savor que c’est au parti 
socialiste que ce succ^s est du.

Le Comite central du parti socialiste avait, en effet, 
indique a ses sections que le vote des femmes etait un 
des points du programme minimum a exiger des autres 
partis de gauche pour realiser une entente commune 
apres le premier tour. Nous ne savons pas encore ee 
qui s’est fait dans les autres departements; mais dans 
la Seine, nous devons rendre hommage aux delegues 
sdnatoriaux socialistes qui ont soutenu et maintenu 
avec Energie et tenacite la decision du Comity central 

en ce qui concerne les droits politiques des femmes.
Nous avons 6crit a notre fiddle ami, M. Bracke, 

pour le prier de remercier, en notre nom tous ceux qui, 
avec lui, nous ont enfin valu un acte; acte qui engage 
pour le present et pour l’avenir m^me tous les partis 
de gauche, y compris le parti radical, peu empress 
jusqu’ici a nous accorder le vote.

Si done nous oonsid^rons l’avenir, nous avons le 
droit d’esperer un succes prochain.

Nous ne voyons plus, ni a droite, ni a gauche, de 
partig pouvant ouvertement faire voter contre nous.

Il nous reste a obtenir la discussion du rapport de 
M. Marraud et a rappeler, le moment venu, aux mem- 
feres de la Haute Assembl^e, les promesses qu’ils ont 
faites, les pactes qu’ils ont souscrits, voire mime ceux 
que les n^cessit^s electorales pourront les obliger a 
accepter demain.

Le Froid N’Arr@te Pas Les Suffragistes.
Peu leur importa que la thermometre marque—5° ! 

11 s’agissait d’inaugurer un nouveau syst^me de propa- 
gande; on les trouva prates.

C’est ainsi que, durant les journdes de fete des 25 et 
26 decembre, a travers les arteres parisiennes les plus 
frequentees, vous pouviez rencontrer un enorme 
camion, decore d’affiches aux couleurs pimpantes, aux 
illustrations approprides qui, des la tombee du jour, 
rayonnaient sous 1’dclat de phares ^leetriques.

Sur le toit du camion, deux haut parleurs clamaient 
a la foule dtonnde les declarations qui nous sont fami- 
livres; ils rappelaient aux 61ecteurs senatoriaux du 9 
janvier prochain que les Fran^aises veulent voter pour 
combattre l’alcoolisme, pour proteger l’enfance, pour 
dviter les guerres, ils repetaient, une fois de plus, que 
140 millions de femmes votent dans 30 Etats et qu’elles 
siegent dans 18 Parlements d’Europe.

Quel accueil le public devait-il faire a cette voix mys- 
terieuse capable de toucher les auditeurs a 100 metres 
de distance?

Favourable, en general, ironique ou indifferent par- 
fois, rarement hostile, ce qui ne signifie point que les 
vieux cliches surannes n’aient pas tentd une sortie 
timide.

Mais il faut louer le Gonseil National des Femmes 
Franfaises d’avoir encourage cette initiative de sa sec­
tion du suffrage a laquelle se joignirent 1 ’Amelioration 
du sort de la femme, la Ligue du droit des femmes, 
1’Union fran^aise pour le suffrage, 1’Union fraternelle.

Parmi les militantes habituelles, nous avons reconnu 
au passage, Mmes. Maria Verone, Elisabeth Fons^que, 
Kaufmann-Byl, Andree Lehmann, entour^es des distri- 
butrices de tracts qu’un parcours de 25 kilometres 
n’effrayait point.

Malgre la rigueur de la temperature, les passants, 
intrigues, tendaient les mains pour obtenir le papier 
qu’ils commentaient ensuite, suivant, 
leur Education.

En resume, deux bonnes journdes 

leur mentality ou

pour la cause et
qui prouvent, quoi qu’on dise, 1’aptitude des Fran- 
Raises a renover leurs methodes.

GERMAINE Perrot, Avocat a la Cour.
—La Franpaise.

Le Congres du Droit des Femmes.
Chaque annde, la Ligue Franfaise pour Ie Droit des 

Femmes tient un Congres oil sont discut^es diverses 
questions juridiques, ^conomiques ou sociales. Les 
hommes les plus dminents ont, tour J tour, preside ces 
seances. Cette fois, c’est sous la presidence de M. 
Georges Renard, professeur d’histoire du travail au 
College de France, qu’eut lieu le Congres de la Ligue.

En ouvrant la seance, M. Georges Renard fit un 
lumineux expose des doctrines et des oonqu^tes du 
fdminisme. Durant ces trois derni^res annees, l'emi- 
nent sociologue a detaille, dans ses cours, les misferes 
du travail feminin et les moyens d’y rem^dier.

Le president dit son espoir de voir se realiser dans 
tous les domaines les reformes f^ministes et il affirma 
que “les temps sont proches oil, non seulement en
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France, mais dans le monde entier, cessera cette grande 
iniquite qui est aussi une grande sottise : l’assujettisse- 
ment d’un sexe a l’autre. ” Son discours fut maintes 
fois applaudi tris chaleureusement, les congressistes 
approuvant les nobles pensdeg dmises par M. Georges 
Renard et voulant aussi lui prouver leur reconnaisance 
pour 1’oeuvre qu’il accomplit depuis de longues ann^es.

* * *
La reglementation du travail des femmes devait faire 

l’objet principal des debats. Mme. Andree Lehmann, 
docteur en droit, auteur d’une thfe.se remarquable sur 
ce sujet, avait ete designee comme rapporteur. EUe 
montra comment la reglementation du travail, tout 
d’abord admise uniquement a regard des enfants, fut 
appliquee ensuite aux femmes, puis s’dtendit peu a 
peu a tous les travailleurs san.s distinction de sexe. 
Apres les ouvriers, les employes de commerce furent 
dans certains cas vises par la loi, ce qui augmenta con- 
siddrablement le nombre des femmes "protegees" ; et 
ainsi un plus grand nombre de femmes y ont ete 
soumises.

Bien qu’au point de vue de la dur^e du travail, du 
repos hebdomadaire, des mesures d’hygiene, il semble 
que la loi ne fasse plus de difference entre l’homme et 
la femme, il existe encore cependant des dispositions 
non abroge^s visant uniquement les travailleuses.

Quelles sont ces dispositions et que faut-il en penser? 
C’est ce que s’est appliquee a rechercher Mme. Andree 
Lehmann. Certaines restrictions apportdes au travail 
feminin dans le but de “prot^ger” 1’ouvrifere ont eu 
souvent pour resultat de priver celle-ci de son gagne- 
pain; c’est la une consequence qu’il faut envisager 
chaque fois que l’on parle de la pr^tendue protection 
de la travailleuse.

D’autres fois, les hommes b^n^fici^rent en pratique 
de la bienveillance du legislateur envers les femmes. 
C’est ce que se produisit notamment apres le vote de la 
loi interdisant 1’emploi des femmes aux etalages 
ext^rieurs des magasins, par une temperature inKri- 
eure a zero. Gr^ce a l’intervention des syndicats, les 
6talages furent presque toujours supprimes durant les 
dures journdes d’hiver. C’est 14 une solution heureuse 
dont tout le monde se rejouit.

Mais pourquoi, demande le rapporteur, restreindre 
[’application de lois bienfaisantes i un seul sexe? 
Quelles raisons s’opposent i une reglementation 
unique? La morale, la defense du foyer, l’avenir de la 
race? Ce sont la surtout des pr^textes qui ne resistent 
pas i un examen critique s^rieux. D’ailleurs, il y a 
tant d’exceptions et de derogations que l’on remarque 
—non sans surprise—que le travail utile est interdit, 
tandis que celui qui ne I’est point est permit ou tolere !

Une discussion trfes animae s’engagea. Mme. Ger­
maine Fauchfere pr^senta un voeu de la Commission 
d’Etudes feminines de 1’Union des Syndicats Ouvriers,- 
demandant que l’on s’en tienne aux principes votes en 
1919 i la Conference de Washington, de que l’on 
s’abstienne de toute modification avant le Congres 
international des travailleuses qui se tiendra a Paris 
les 30 et 31 juillet 1927. Tel ne fut pas Tavis des 
congressistes, qui ^coutirent cependant I’oratrice avec 
interet.

Un vif debat s’ileva au sujet du travail de nuit dont 
Mme. Fauchire et Mlle. Jeanne Bouvier voulaient voir 
maintenir l’interdiction aux femmes. Mlle. Bonnin 
protesta, au nom d’un groupe d‘ employees des P.T.T. 
“Le travail est interdit, dit-elle, de neuf heures du soir 
a cinq heures du matin. Croyez-vous qu’il soit bien 
agreable a une femme de commencer a une heure si 
matinale le tri des lettres? Ne pensez-vous pas qu’il 
serait moins penible pour elle de faire le travail de nuit 
de MM. les tdl^phonistes, moins absorbant et mieux 
r^tribu^? Pendant la guerre, les dames employees 
ont assure les services dans des conditions autrement 
difficiles et dangereuses qu’aujourd’hui!"

Apris que Miss Stevens, membre du Woman’s Party 
d’Amerique, eut indique que dans tous les pays les 
mfemes arguments, les m6mes objections sont opposes 
i 1’dgaliti ^conomique des sexes, le Congrfes emit les 
voeux suivants :

1. Que, sauf en ce qui Concerne la materniti, 
aucune r^glementation du travail, diff^rente de celle 
applicable aux hommes, ne soit impasse aux travail­
leuses ;

2. Que I'itude des maladies professionnelles soit 
entreprise afin d’en preserver les travailleurs sans dis­
tinction de sexe;

3. Que I’indemnit^ allou&e a la mere pendant la 
piriode ligale du repos au moment de ses couches soit 
au moins dgale a son salaire;

4. Que le principe "a travail igal salaire egal" 
reconnu par le traiti de Versailles refoive son appli­
cation.

* * *
Remplacant M. le depute Rend Richard retenu dans 

son departement par la nomination des delegues sena- 
toriaux, M. Henri Lenoble, avocat a la Cour, indiqua 
quelles sont les inegalites qui pfesent sur la femme au 
point de vue penal : il fit adopter un voeu reclamant 
la suppression de 1’excuse legale pour le meurtre com- 
mis par le mari sur la femme et son complice trouv^s 
en flagrant delit d’adultere au domicile conjugal, et 
demandant les mimes sanctions pour I’adult^re de l’un 
ou l’autre epoux, aussi longtemps que ce fait sera con- 
siddri comme un delit.

Enfin, M. Louis Martin vint dire ou en, est la ques­
tion du suffrage des femmes. L’actif s^nateur ne cacha 
point aux feminists que la cause n’^tait pas encore 
gagnee a la Haute Assemble. Pourtant des elements 
nouveaux sont entrtis au Palais du Luxembourg, rem- 
placant des hommes qui ne pouvaient point se faire 
aux idees nouvelles, de sorte qu’actuellement il se peut 
que la majority se soit idgferement ddplacde. Oh I il ne 
faut pas compter sur la ratification de la loi vot^e en 
1919 par la Chambre, ^tablissant I’^galit^ politique 
entre tous les Franfais sans distinction de sexe: le 
S^nat n’accorderait aux femmes que Ie suffrage muni­
cipal.

Evidemment, cela semble bien peu, compare a ce qui 
s’est fait i 1’dtranger, mais l’orateur engage les Fran- 
Raises a ne pas se ddcourager. “Votre sort est entre 
vos mains,” leur dit-il.

Il faut esp^rer que ces mots seront compris par la 
masse des indiff^rentes ou des inactives, et les decider- 
ont a se joindre bientfit aux membres des associations 
feministes, des groupes r^gionaux de la Ligue pour le 
Droit des Femmes dont Mlle. Yvonne Pommay, avo- 
cate a la Cour, secretaire generale, a relate les travaux 
dans le rapport moral qu’elle a presente a 1’assemble 
generale precedant le Congres. De I’union depend la 
victoire.

Maria VERONE,
Prisidente de la Ligue Frangaise pour le Droit 

des Femmes.

LUXEMBOURG.
Apres une conference falte par l’ancien president de la 
Chambre des D^put^s du Luxembourg-, Monsieur Rene 
Blum, avocat et depute, sur l’acquisition et la perte de 
la nationality luxembourgeoise et les revendications 
fiministes en general, l’assemblde a adopts le voeu qui 
suit:

L‘ Action Feminine
dans son assemble generale du 10 decembre 1926 4 

Eseli sur Alz. a l’honneur de prier la Chambre des 
Deputes, le Gouvernement et le Conseil d’Etat de hater 
les travaux legislatifs suivants :

1. Projet de loi Xavier Brasseur en date du 14 avril 
1910 permettant aux femmes de figurer comme 
temoins aux actes de ‘ l’6tat civil et aux actes 
notaries.

2. Projets de loi Luc Housse et Albert Philippe en 
date du 26 octobre 1910 resp. du 16 mars 1920 
relatifs & la libre disposition du salaire de la femme 
marine et a sa part contributive aux charges du 
menage.

3. Projet de loi Marguerite Thomas en date du 21 
septembre 1920 relatif i I’dgalitd civique et 
dconomique des deux sexes.
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4. Projet de loi Rene Blum en date du 4 novembre 
1926 sur l’acquisition et la perte de la nationalite 
luxembourgeoise. 

prend la liberty de rappeler sa lettre du 3 fevrier 1926 
4 la Chambre des Deputes, lettre dans laquelle elle de- 
mande une Commission de Revision pour etudier et 
pour donner une solution generale des dispositions 
humiliantes, injustes et suranndes du Code Civil vis-a- 
vis de la femme marine et desire que des representantes 
du sexe feminin siegent et votent dans cette commision. 
La Presidente de l'Assemblee,

V. ERPELDING-SCHROELL.
La Secretaire, C. SCHLEIMER-KILL.

L’Union des Femmes Universitaires du Luxembourg 
adhere aux decisions et aux voeux sus-formules de 
1’Action Feminine.

M. CLEMEN, Prisidente.
ELLEN C. NATHA, Secretaire.

SUISSE.
Les Elections aux Conseils de Prud’hommes dans Ie 

Canton de Neuchatel.
Pour la quatri^me fois depuis qu’en 1916 elles ont 

obtenu le droit, les femmes suisses habitant le canton de 
Neuchatel ont dt6 appeldes i participer aux elections 
des Conseils de prud’hommes, Elles n’ont pas eu a 
deserter leur foyer pour cela, puisque a la Chaux-de- 
Fonds, comme au Locle et a Neuchatel, ces juges ont 
et nommes tacitement; i Fleurier, oil siege le quat- 
rifeme de ees tribunaux, les flections n’ont pas eu lieu 
eette ann^e; on compte que les 7 femmes qui en font 
partie seront radioes. Le Locle a 8 “preudes femmes” 
sur un total de 150 juges; elles se repartissent comme 
suit : une dans le groupe 11 (Industrie de la boite), cinq 
dans le groupe IV (Vitement et Consommation), deux 
dans le groupe V (Commerce). Quant a la Chaux-de- 
Fonds et A Neuchatel, voici, avec un peu plus de details, 
les r^sultats obtenus ces dernieres semaines.

La Chaux-de-Fonds
Total des

Ouvrieres Patronnes Total juges
I. Horlogerie ...... .......

II. Mortteurs de boites 
et decoration de la 
montre .........  2

III. B&timent ................ —
IV. VElement et parure. 5
'V. Alimentation ..........  4
VI. Arts libAraux et pro­

fessions diverses .... 2

2 ■ 32
32

7 12 ■ 32
4 24

3 5 36

16 12 28 196
Neuch&tel- V ille

Total des
Ouvrieres Patronnes Total juges

I. Subsistances ...... 2 I 3 20
II. V^tement et parure,. 4 4 8 2°

III. Habitation ............. — — 3°
IV. Horlogerie et 

mecanique ....   — — — 20
V. Arts libdrazix et pro^ 

fess ions diverses .... 5 5 1O 3°

ii IO 21 120

La proportion, on le volt, n’est pas tres differente • 
28/196, soit 1/7 a La Chaux-de-Fonds; 21/120, soitun 
peu plus de 1/6 a Neuchatel. On pourrait la souhaiter 
plus forte. Mais il faut remarquer que le groupe tres 
important du b^timent n’intdresse pas, jusqu’k present, 
les femmes • hi, t Neuchatel, celui de 1 ‘horlogerie. Puis, 
il est presque impossible, dans le groupe des subsist- 
ances, de presenter des candidates sommelieres et em- 
ploy^es d’hitel, qui sont nombreuses, mais trop peu 
stables, et souvent, pari ent A peine le franeais.. Ce 
sont, naturellement, le groupe du v^tement et celui des 
arts liberaux et professions diverses, oil rentrent les 
maitresses de maison et les domestiques, qui donnent 
les rdsultats lies plus favorables. La situation
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s’amdliore Ug^rement d’un scrutin a l’autre : a mesure 
que des videS se produisent, les sieges occupes par des 
hommes passent facilement a des femmes : et c’est ici 
que le droit de vote, meme s’il n’est pas exerce pra- 
tiquement, est prdcieux, car il est certain qu’on ne nous 
edderait pas si volontiers ces places, si nous notions 
qu’dligibles1. La faculty que nous possedons de 
mobiliser les electrices facilite grandement le s 
demarches. D ‘autre part, les autorites, croyons-nous, 
nous savent gre de ne pas en user a tort et a travers, 
et constatent (peut-etre avec etonnement?) que, ce qui 
nous importe, c’est une representation equitable, et 
non une vaine agitation sur la place publique !

Notons encore qu’a La Chaux-de-Fonds 18 candi- 
dates ^taient presentees par leurs syndicats respectifs 
et io par 1’Association pour le Suffrage, qui a fait 
toutes les presentations, apr^s avoir convoque les 
patronnes et lies ouvri^res A une assemble prepara- 
toire.

Dans nos deux villes, nous n’avons eu qu’a nous 
louer de nos relations avec les autorites communales 
et avec les presidents des Conseils de prud’hommes, 
qui se sont montr^s pleins de provenance et de cour- 
toisie. Nous croyons que notre travail n’est pas inutile 
et la cause suffragiste, tant en nous dormant quelque 
experience, qu’en faisant mieux comprendre dans quel 
esprit nous voulons agir.

Emma PORRET.

—Le Mouvepzent Feministe.
1 Les chiffres cites plus haut sont en effet significatifs, si on 

les compare aux 26 femmes sur 707 membres qui font partie des 
Commissions scolaires dans l’ensemble du canton. La cause en 
est toute simple; c’est que nous possedons, en mati^re de tribu- 
naux de prud’hommes, le droit de vote qui nous manque dans le 
domaine scolaire, et que les demarches des femmes non electrices 
aupres des dlecteurs sont toujours, helas! de peu de poids!

NOUVELLES INTERNATIONALES.
GRANDE-BRETAGNE.

Hnion nationale des SociMs pour VigaliU civique.— 
Le grand effort de cette ann^e sera la campagne menee 
pour l’£galit6 civique et politique des deux sexes. Toutes 
les sociltds feminists se sont rdunies pour demander 
que cette clause soit comprise dans le prochain dis- 
cours royal. Le 3 mars, 1’U.N. rdunira son assemble 
generale au Central Hall, Westminster. Des membres 
dminents de tous les partis du Parlement viendront 
parler et une .centaine de soci^tds seront representees. 
On craint que le gouvernement, au lieu d’abaisser 
I’^ge minimum du vote feminin de 25 a 21 ans, ne pro- 
pose d’elever l’age minimum du vote, pour les deux 
sexes, a 25 ans, ce qui peut amener des resistances et 
faire tomber le projet de loi. 1’U.N. soumettra a 1’une 
des deux Chambres la question des femmes dans les 
jurys, pour emp^cher l’exclusion des femmes a la 
demande des magistrats ou des accuses. Mr. Harney 
presenter un bill au nom de l’U.N. demandant le 
retrait de l’acte qui exclut les femmes de 1‘ Industrie du 
plomb. Une autre resolution sera presentee A la 
Chambre des Communes en faveur de la nomination 
obligatoire des femmes dans la police; une autre sur les 
dispositions testamentaires en faveur des femmes, des 
maris ou des enfants; une autre, a la Chambre des 
Lords, sur la nomination des femmes marines dans les 
fonctions publiques. Les soeidt^s 6cossaises reclament 
un bill sur l’adoption des enfants en Ecosse;; un autre 
sur le statut de 1’enfant illegitime ; un autre sur les 
heritages des femmes ou des maris intestats. Lady 
Astor presenter de nouveau le projet de loi pour 
l’ordre public (racolage) . En outre, il y a lieu 
de s’inquieter de nouvelles propositions relatives a 
la loi d’assistance; il est question de remplacer les 
bureaux de bienfaisance qui contiennent des milliers 
de femmes, par les Conseils municipaux qui en contien- 
nent beaucoup moins.

Fa premiere femnie veterinaire.—C‘ est Miss • G. 
Knight, qui a obtenu le grade de Bachelor of Veterinary 
Science.

Les femmes dans le commerce.•—La liste de la Cham-
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bre de Commerce de Londres revele qu’il y a no femmes 
directrices d’industries, membres de la Chambre. Elles 
gagnent de 600 a 2 0,000 livres par an.

ETATS-UNIS.
Sous la prdsidence de Mrs. Chapman Catt, la 2e con- 

f^rence sur les causes et la suppression des guerres 
s’est tenue a Washington en d^cembre. Neuf societes 
f^ministes y ^taient representees. La politique etran- 
gere des Etats-Unis a I’dgard de I’Europe, de l’Ameri- 
que latine et de lfExtr^me Orient fut discut^e, et 
l’^tude des dettes de guerre a rdvdid que les femmes, 
d’accord en cela avec plusieurs banquiers, ont compris 
que la remise des dettes, loin d’etre une simple gener- 
osit^, etait une sage mesure dconomique. Le General 
T. Bliss montra la n^cessitd d’une ligue des Nations, 
d’un code international, d’une Cour d’arbitrage et du 
d6.Sarmement international pour assurer la paix. M. 
A. Zimmern, de l’Institut international de cooperation 
intellectuelle ddelara qu’il ne peut pas y avoir d’inter- 
nationalisme sans ddmocratie. Il rappela tout ce que 
1’Empire Britannique avail fait pour la paix ; mais c’est 
a l’Amdrique, la plus Internationale des Nations, a faire 
1’effort d^finitif. Mr. Jackh, vice-president de 1’Union 
germanique de la Ligue des Nations, assura que la 
nouvelle republique germanique ^tait un element de 
paix, parce que 1’esprit d^moeratique avait dt^ cree par 
la ddfatte. En general, le fait que rAm^rique n’est 
plus a la We du mouvement d’arbitrage et de pacifi- 
cation fut fortement comments. Le ministre chinois 
expliqua les revendications de son peuple pour la liberty 
et 1’ind^pendance. L‘ exploitation des ressources mexi- 
caines par les Strangers, cause de la situation presente, 
fut discutee, ainsi que la n^cessit^ d’agir, envers le 
Japon, avec justice et courtoisie.

Les 600 delegues furent re^us a la Maison Blanche 
par le President et Mrs. Coolidge, et leur presenterent 
le voeu que de nouvelles negociations soient ouvertes 
pour 1’entr^e de I’Am^rique A la Cour Internationale. 
Un autre voeu fut presente au Senat pour qu’il ratifie 
le traitd centre I’emploi des gaz asphyxiants, et une 
resolution pour que le differend mexicain soit regle par 
1’arbitrage. La conference sera publide et formera la 
base d’un programme pour une action concertde de 
plusieurs millions de f^ministes vers 1’abolition des 
guerres.

Le 69e Congr^s, reuni en ce moment, va examiner 
quelques projets de loi interessant les femmes. le 
Deux bills corrigeant la loi d‘ immigration ddfavorable 
aux femmes marines. 2e un bill sur la nationality des 
femmes marines. 3e un amendemant sur l’^galit^ des 
droits. 4e un amendement sur le salair.e minimum. 5e 
un amendement pour rendre uniformes les lois sur le 
manage et le divorce.

MEXIQUE.
Une femme, professeur Florida Lazos, a ^te elue 

membre du Parlement pour le district de Chiapaneco.
ALLEMAGNE.

Par dtoet du Ministre de I’lnt^rieur, du 15 octobre, 
les heures pour la fermeture des cabarets, en Prusse, 
ont dtd prolongees jusqu’a 1 heure dans les petites 
villes, 2 heures dans les villes au dessus de 300,000 
habitants, et 3 heures a Berlin. Cette "reforme" a 
souleve 1’indignation de tous les honn^tes gens.

La conference publique sur ‘‘les femmes et l’habita- 
tion,’’ reunie par le C.N.des femmes en octobre, a ^te 
un supers. Des deputes, conseillers municipaux, doc- 
teurs, etc., ont parle. La conclusion est que l’on recom- 
mandera la construction de logements avec restaurant 
commun.

DANEMARK.
Au Danemark, les partis sont nombreux et aucun 

n’a la majority absolue. Le cabinet Staunig n’ayant 
pas obtenu 1’appui du parti radical, 4 cause de la crise 
dconomique et du chomage dus a la deflation, s’est 
soumis | une nouvelle flection generale. Les 3 femmes 
membres du Folketing, Mmes. H. Larsen, E. Munch, 
et M. Hauschultz ont dtd reelues; mais il n’y en a pas 
eu d’autres. Comme le rdsultat des Elections a ete une
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perte pour les Social-Democrates et les radicaux, le 
cabinet a donne sa demission et un nouveau cabinet 
de gauche (parti agriculteur liberal) a ete forme. Mrs. 
Nina Bang, ministre de l’ancien cabinet, a done demis- 
sionnd et il n’y plus de femme ministre. En revanche, 
ee nouveau cabinet a constitu^ un ministere de l’hygiene 
et le Dr. Rubow, ministre, a nomme le professeur 
Monrad conseiller du gouvernement pour l’inspection 
des infirmi^res et Professeur Frederica conseiller pour 
1’Economic domestique et 1’alimentation. Ces postes 
auraient dd ^tre occupds par des femmes.

FINLANDE.
Le nouveau gouvernement social democrate forme le 

13 ddeembre comprend une femme Mlle. Miina Silan- 
paa, qui est membre du Parlement depuis 1907. Pour 
la premiere fois aussi, une femme, Mlle. H. Parviai- 
men, directrice d’une grosse Industrie, a regu du Presi­
dent de la R^publique le titre de conseill^re de com- 
merce. Un nouveau principe a M^ 6tabli dans la re- 
organisation des pensions pour les fonctionnaires: i 
veuf d’une femme fonctionnaire touch era une pension 
commela veuve d’un fonctionnaire; les fils et les filles 
auront une pension jusqu’a 18 ans. Les Elections par- 
lementaires vont avoir lieu en juillet. Le 15 mars, 
1’Union pour le suffrage des femmes f^tera le 20e anni- 
versaire de l’obtention du vote feminin.

L’Association Martha, fondue en 1899, au temps des 
tzars, pour maintenir 1’esprit national contre la tyran­
nic, a change aujourd’hui d’objet. Elle comprend 399 
branches et 31,702 membres rdpandus dans tout le 
pays. Son programme comprend : Industries domes- 
tiques, filage, tissage, teinture, couture, jardinage, 
elevage, conserves, cuisine, hygiene, pudriculture, etc., 
pour lesquels des cours et conferences sont clonnes par 
des femmes qui font des tournees de village en village. 
Un journal mensuel, “La mdnag^re,” repand cet 
enseignement, complete par des expositions et des prix. 
L’oeuvre est subventionn^e par le gouvernement.

PAYS-BAS.
La Ligue des citoyennes a tenu son assemble 

generale le 11 d^cembre en vue des prochaines elections 
aux conseils municipaux et provinciaux. Plusieurs con- 
seill^res ont rendu compte de leur mandat. Elles se 
sont consacr^es sp^cialement 4 la question des hopitaux 
et sanatoria, enfants tuberculeux, oeuvres pour les 
alienes, et elles dtudient aussi le meilleur procede de 
construction des routes. Les femmes ont des sieges 
dans beaucoup de conseils municipaux, mais leur nom- 
bre est encore Men faible, leurs rapports avec les con- 
seillers masculins sont excellents. Par dessus tout, les 
conseill^res ont plaids pour la liberty du travail feminin 
et ont emp^ch^ le renvoi des fonctionnaires marines : 
elles ont aussi travails a elever le niveau des ecoles de 
filles.

SUEDE.
Mme. C. Ekberg, membre du parti social-ddmocrate, 

vient d’etre dlue a la 2e Chambre su^doise. C’est la 7e 
fois qu’on elit une femme.

ITALIE.
L’exclusion des femmes professeurs est pr^vue apr^s 

1927 pour les classes de litt^rature, philosophic et his- 
toire dans les ecoles secondaires. Elles continueront a 
enseigner les langues, mathematiques, physique, 
sciences naturelles et deonomie domestique. Dans les 
ecoles primai res et dans Ies grands lycees elles pourront 
tout enseigner.

TURQUIE..
Bedrie Hanoum a 41 nommde chef du bureau 

d ‘hygiene ; c’est la position la plus importante qui ait 
^te offerte a une femme dans le gouvernement. B. 
Hanoum, apr^s avoir obtenu ses grades dans un college 
am^ricain de Constantinople, a fait ses etudes de mede- 
cine aux frais de l’Etat turc en France et en Alle- 
magne et est retournee en Turquie l’an passe comme 
docteur en m^deeine.

ROUMANIE.
Deux femmes, la Princesse Cantacuz^ne et Mme. 

Roumiciano, ont ete elues membres du Conseil muni-
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cipal de Bukarest, a l’unanimite des membres du Con- 
seil qui les a choisies sur une liste de 7 noms presents 
par 1’ensemble des societes fdministes.

ESPAGNE.
Mme. Plaminkova, s^nateur tch^coslovaque, a etd 

invitee par la deputation provincial de Barcelone a 
faire une serie de conferences sur la femme, son im­
portance dans 1’dtat, la communauti et la famille, Sur 
l’affranchissement des femmes et leur oeuvre dans le 
Parlement et sur le mouvement feminist dans le monde, 
Elle parlera aussi a Madrid, Seville, et Salamanque.

AUSTRALIE.
Mme. Rischbieth, president de la Federation austra- 

lienne pour 1’egalit^ civique, a fait line tournee i Syd­
ney, Melbourne, Adelaide, etc., pour conferer avec les 
Socidtes feministes, afin d’assurer une entente generale 
et presenter les desiderata des femmes au gouvernement 
federal.

Board of the International Alliance of Women tor Suffrage and Equal Citizenship, elected at the Tenth Congress, 
Paris, May 30—June 6, 1926.

President: MRS. CORBETT ASHBY, 33 Upper Richmond Road, London, S.W.15, England. . *
Hon. President and Founders MBS. CHAPMAN OATT, 171 Madison Avenue, New York, U.S.A.

(Czecho-Slovakia).
Treasurer: Miss STERLING, Home Wood, Hartfield, Sussex, England.
Corresponding Secretary: Mlle. GOURD, Pregny, Geneva, Switzerland. ----- -- ----- -

Palestine, Peru, Porto Rica, Portugal, Roumania, South Africa, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, Ukraine, United States of America, Uruguay.

NTERNATIONAI STANDING COMMITTEES—Committee for an Equal Moral Standard and Against the Trafcin Women, Chaizmapa Women” Chairman' committee for Like Conditions of Work for Men and Women; ^^man Frau Juho Arenholt Com^ chairman;
Mi:: S^ATo^'^^^ ch Women posce: cnmhan; irau Anma Lindernani. committee

By-law of the I.A.W.S.E.C, Constitution.
“The International Alliance of Women for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship, by mutual, consent of its auxiliari: 

stands pledged to preserve absolute neutrality on all questions that are strictly national.
Headquarters and EDITORIAL OFFICES of the I.W.S. News: 11, Adam Street, Adelphi, London, W.C.

Telegrams: “Vocorajto.” Telephones Regent 4255.

The Modern Weekly for The Modern Woman

The Lord Chief Justice of England, Lord Hewart, 
speaking in July last, said i—

“. . . But there are still newspapers which have a 
purpose different from all others, a public-spirited and 
high-minded purpose, and it is in that category that 
Time and Tide appears. If that purpose had to. be 
expressed in a sentence, perhaps it might not unfairly 
be said to be this : So to review and survey the whole 
field of human endeavour as not to omit the claims and 
position of women. . . Time is on your side, and the 
flowing tide is obviously with you.”

Rates of Subscription : 15/- a year; 8/- six months; 
5/- three months- Post free at home and abroad.

Specimen Copy free on application to The Circu'a- 
tion Manager, Time and Tide, 88 Fleet Street, 
London, E.C.4.

Femmes juges de paix.—Ln Nouvelle-Galles du Sud, 
l’Australie du Sud et de l’Ouest et la Tasmanie ont 
accorde aux femmes le droit d’etre juges de paix.

Nouvelle Galles du Sud.—-La commission industrielle 
a decide de ne pas demander 1’augmentation du salaire 
des hommes qui est de 4 guinees par semaine, mais 
d’dtablir, gr&ce h un pourcentage, une dotation pour 
les enfants. .

Victoria.-—Aux rdcenles Elections municipales Mrs. 
A. Booth a ete filue.

INDES.
Le gouvernement de Madras a nomme une femme 

dans son nouveau conseil legislatif. Mme. I. Muthulak- 
shmi Ammal. C’est une femme midecin qui a repre- 
sente 1’Union hindoue au Congris de Paris.

Une reforms sociale. — Pour l’anniversaire du 
Maharani de Bharatpur, un “social Reform Act” a ^t^

(Suite: p. 59-)

Assistant Treasurers Mme. GRINBERG, 17 Rue Nollet, Paris XVII., France. 
Members: Fru ARENHOLT (Denmark). Mlle ATANATSKOVITCH (Jugo- 

Slavia), Mme. CHARAOUI PACHA (Egypt), Dr. LUISI (Uruguay), 
Froken MORCK (Norway), Miss MORGAN (U.S.A.), Mme. DE REUSS 
JANCOULESCU (Roumania), Mrs. RISCHBIETH (Australia), LA 
MARQUESA DEL TER (Spain), Mme. THEODOROPOULOS (Greece). 
Frau VON VELSEN (Germany) r Froken WALIN (Sweden).

THE WOMAN’S LEADER
ld. WEEKLY.

WOMEN in different parts of the world interested 
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should read this paper every week. Short, Cheap, 
UP-TO-DATE.
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