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OBJECT: To secure for Women the Parliamentary vote as it is or may be 
granted to men; to use the power thus obtained to establish equality 
of rights and opportunities between the sexes and to promote the 
social and industrial well-being of the community.

PRINCIPAL CONTENTS.
OUR MODEL ELECT1ON. CAPTIVE ASSYR1AN WOMEN IN PERSIA.
WOMEN AT HOME AND ABROAD. Dr. J. Malek Youan.
Tilt tuonDTAMCf — --re w r CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR BUSY MEMBERS.THE IMPORTANCE OF EUGENICS. Edith Corry. HEALTH BY SNEEZING
M. P's. STILL AFRAID OF WOMEN. E. Knight. OUR WEDNESDAYS.

OUR MODEL ELECTION.

The Model Election which was held' at our Fair proved such a great attraction that we are yielding 
to the demands for more of it. We shall have the same candidates and the same method of voting, 
and the whole of our readers will form the constituency. Everyone over 21 can participate. Mark the 
ballot paper which appears below according to the instructions, cut it out, and post it to The Editor, 
The Vote, 144, High Holborn, not later than December 20th. The ballot papers will then be forwarded 
to the Proportional Representation Society, 82, Victoria Street, S.W., and the result published in a later 
issue of The Vote. The Candidates’ speeches at the Fair will be found on p. 418 of last week’s Vote 
(Decemer ^th). i - ' . •

Mark here order of 
preference. Names of Candidates.

Miss Nina Boyle (Constitutional.)

The .Hon. Mrs. William Cecil (Conservative.)

Miss Froud (Women Teachers.)

Councillor Beatrice Kent (Nurses.)

Miss Anna Munro (Independent Woman.)

Mrs. Keevil Rickford (Labour.)

Miss F. A. Underwood (Independent Liberal.)

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS.
Read the instructions carefully, and it will be impossible to “ spoil ” a paper.
Place the figure 1 opposite the Candidate you like best.
You are also invited to place the figure 2 opposite the name of your second choice, the figure 3 opposite the 

name of your third choice, and so on, numbering as many candidates as you please, in the order of your preference. 
Note.—The paper will be valid if only the figure 1 is marked, but voters are advised to number in the order 

of their preference the names of all candidates whom they would desire to see elected. The paper will be 
spoiled if the figure 1 is placed opposite the name of more than one candidate.
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WOMEN AT HOME AND ABROAD. M.P.’s STILL AFRAID of WOMEN THE IMPORTANCE OF EUGENICS

Lady Beaverbrook, M.P. ?
Before the end of this week a definite announcement 

will be made in regard to the proposal that Lady 
Beaverbrook should become the Unionist or Coalition 
candidate for Ashton, in succession to Sir Albert 
Stanley, M.P. If Lady Beaverbrook does contest the 
Ashton seat, it is felt, even by those who will oppose 
her, that she will be a certain winner. From the time 
she went to Ashton as the wife of Mr. Max Aitken, 
now Lord Beaverbrook, she has maintained a close 
association with the district. She is a capable platform 
speaker, and played a prominent part in the first three 
elections in Ashton. Both she and her husband have 
been benefactors of Ashton on the grand scale, and 
their popularity is very great, 
daughter of General Drury, of

I
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Lady Beaverbrook is a 
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Women’s Conferences in 1920.
Next year there are to be three international con

ferences of women which will bring delegates to Europe 
from the ends of the earth. The first is the World’s 
Women’s Christian Temperance Union Convention, to 
be held in London from April 18th to April 25 th. Soon 
after, at a date arranged not to clash with it, the 
International Women’s Suffrage Alliance is meeting 
at Madrid, and in September the International Council 
of Women meets in Norway. The last conference of 
the International Suffrage Alliance was held at Buda
pest in 1913, when many hundreds of delegates were 
present, and it seems probable that Madrid will see an 
even larger number, for there will be a strong represen
tation from South America, where the women are 
bestirring themselves in all the Latin countries. It is 
hoped that women will for the first time come from 
Eastern countries, and of course the many new Euro- 
pean States are sure to send delegates. Invitations are 
being sent to distinguished women in all countries, and 
it is hoped that Lady Astor will be among the many 
women Members of Parliament who 
invitations.

accept

f
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A Dumping Ground for Babies.
At a recent meeting- of the Hampstead Board of 

Guardians a statement was made that Hampstead was 
“the dumping ground for deserted babies,” and that 
the Guardians made no attempt to bring the persons 
responsible to justice. Mrs. M. W. Nevinson said that 
some women failed to realise that child desertion was 
a crime, and would not do so until the Guardians made 
it clear to them by posting notices, offering rewards for 
the apprehension of the offenders. Other parishes had 
done this, and, whether or not the method was success
ful, the fact remained that more children were deserted 
in Hampstead than in any other place. Recently she 
was asking a young woman about to become a mother 
what she proposed doing when her baby was born, 
and she replied, “Oh, I shall leave it somewhere.” 
When told that that would be a great crime she said 
with surprise, “Oh, would it?” It was decided to 
offer £1 reward for the detection of offenders.

Uh)

A Horrible Old Farce.
At the Manchester Assizes, on November 29th, Mary 

Grime, aged 27, was sentenced to death for the murder 
of her illegitimate child of 2}. After this the Prison 
Medical Officer gave evidence that the prisoner was preg- 
nant, and an empanelled jury of matrons gave their 
verdict accordingly. The judge then informed the 
prisoner that her execution would be postponed till after 
the confinement, a period of four months. , We believe 
that under these circumstances the postponed execution 
is never carried out, and the passing of the sentence at 
all times becomes a meaningless horror which ought 
to have come to an end long before this.

A Courageous TreK.
The death of Miss Mary Hall is recorded. She was 

the first woman to travel without any white companion 
from the Cape to Cairo. In her book, "A Woman’s 
Trek,” she described her experiences, recording- especi
ally the courtesy with which she was received by native 
chiefs and Sultans through whose territory she passed. 
She carried no weapons of any kind, and boasted that 
she went through the heart of Africa' in a muslin dress. 
There seems, however, to have been one really exciting 
moment when she seated herself on a case of tinned 
goods as on athrone and laid down the law to a group 
of hostile and threatening natives. A subsequent book, 
“ A Woman in the Antipodes,” described another series 
of later but less exciting experiences. She gained the 
honour of being invited by the Royal Geographical 
Society to lecture upon her travels.
Women and Play Producing.

The American woman play-producer, Mrs. Lilian 
Trimble Bradley, whose only serious rival is Miss 
Horniman, of the Manchester Repertory Theatre, has 
just produced her first London play, “The Crimson 
Alibi,” at the Strand Theatre. Mrs. Bradley is probably 
the only woman who is a director and producer of plays 
under contract with a big manager, and is paid a yearly 
salary for her services. She has produced1 four plays, 
during 1919, and on her return to New York hopes to 
stage a play written by herself. Mrs. Bradley maintains 
she can stand the strain of play-producing' better than 
most men. She once worked at a production continu- 
ously for 36 hours without leaving the theatre.
Above and Below Stairs.

The “ Servants’ Ball ” last week in aid of the endow
ment of a “ Domestic Servants’ Bed ” in the Elizabeth 
Garrett Anderson Hospital, Euston Road, seems to 
have been a huge success: Nearly 500 domestic ser
vants of all degrees—butlers, chauffeurs, footmen, 
cooks and chambermaids—took the floor, and almost 
as many were turned away for lack of dancing room. 
The Duchess of Marlborough, Lady Hamilton, Lady 
Strafford, Lady Plender, Mrs. Fletcher Moulton, and 
Lord Lytton were among those who personally brought 
parties of servants to the dance, and who, in several 
cases, furnished the means to provide the necessary 
fancy dress costume.
Mystery Ladies.

For some time past Maidstone has been considering 
the advisability of appointing a woman food inspector. 
A suggestion by the Chairman of the Trades Council, 
Mr. H. E. Hogbin, however, that not one, but several ' 
women should be appointed, has been adopted by the 
Maidstone Profiteering Committee. It is thought that 
if one woman only was appointed she would soon be
come known in a town of the size of Maidstone. In 
order that secrecy may be observed a novel plan has 
been decided upon. A list of wives of trade unionists 
is now in the course of preparation, and when a selec
tion has been approved these women will act as 
inspectors under the Act. Only the Committee will 
know the ladies appointed, and it is expected these will 
be changed from time to time.
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We will do it cheaply, 
: quickly. and well :

We know we shall please you, and
helping the VOTEyou will be

THE MINERVA
144 HIGH

PUBLISHING Co., Ltd.,
HOLBORN, W.C.

The India Bill passed through its Committee stage 
in the House of Commons on December 4th and 5th, 
and went up to the House of Lords with votes for five 
million Indian men and not one Indian woman., The 
amendment to extend the franchise provisions to women 
was moved by Major Hills. Everybody, he said, repre- 
sentative of Indian opinion and of public opinion had 
asked for votes for the women, also every witness who 
appeared before the Joint Committee, and the only 
Indian member of the Viceroy’s Council. ‘

The Bill challenged India’s traditions by enfranchise 
ing men of the outcast class. The recognition of 
women’s political equality; always taken for granted 
in India, would offend nobody. The vote was neces
sary for Indian women to protect their property.

Women would use the vote if they had it. In Bombay 
the percentage of women municipal voters who voted 
was higher than the 40 per cent, of men and women 
who voted here at the last election.

Parliament itself enfranchised British women. It 
did not leave the question to each County Council to 
settle. Indian women ought to be enfranchised now by 
Parliament; it was not really democratic to put the 
responsibility upon only two per cent, of India’s millions 
who will supply all the five million new voters, soon 
to be enfranchised out of a population of fifty times 
that number.;

We were destroying the old historic system of India. 
We could build up the New World only with the help 
of women, and it was neither safe nor just to throw this 
apple of sex discord into the new Indian Constitution.

Mr. MONTAGUE (Secretary of State for India) quite 
recognised the wide and strong demand for woman 
suffrage in India, and if he were on a Legislative Goun- 
eil he would vote for it, but he opposed the amendment 
because " in very many parts of India there was a very 
strong Conservative opinion against it ‘‘ (!) It should 
be left for “ Indians themselves’’ to decide.

Lady Astor : “ But it is to be decided by Indian 
men. ‘‘

MR. Montague: “That is quite true, but the hon. 
member will remember that the question of women’s 
franchise here was decided by men.”

LADY Astor : “ Only after enormous pressure from 
the ladies.”

Mr. Montagu prophesied the pressure would come.
Mr. Spoor insisted that the first Legislative Coun

cils from whose electorate 98 per cent, of the people 
were excluded certainly would not represent the 
“people”.of. India.. We were giving India the form 
of government which in essentials corresponded with 
our own, and it ought to include the principle of politi
cal sex' equality which we recognise ourselves. India 
should be speeded on the journey which we had 
travelled ourselves with all the advantages which we 
possessed.

Earl Winterton said that women took an important 
part in social and public affairs in India. On sanitation, 
hygiene and social reform public opinion must be 
formed, and women’s influence was vitally needed. 
There were always people who scented danger in every 
extension of the franchise/ The Duke of Wellington 
was never reconciled to the Reform Act of 1832. In 
carrying out this great experiment for India both logic 
and justice and political expediency demanded votes for 
the women.

Mr. Bennett described himself as an enthusiastic 
upholder of women’s suffrage, but he opposed the 
amendment because there were drafting difficulties con
nected with it and because there was more support for 
women’s suffrage in some parts of India than in others 
(nobody ever seems to discover'any particular opposi
tion anywhere). In some parts if women were enfran- 
chised they would not vote,, and “a function not exer
cised might do harm. ’ ’

Sixty-seven members supported the amendment (32 
Labour, 15 Unionist, including Lady Astor, and 15 
Liberal), and 202 rejected it. . E. Knight.

The word eugenics, derived from the Greek word 
‘ ‘ eugenes, ‘ ’ which means good in stock, was coined 
by the late Sir Francis Galton, President of the 
Eugenics Education Society.

The chief aims of this Society are (1) to set forth 
the national importance of eugenics in order to modify 
public opinion, and create a sense of responsibility in 
the respect of bringing all matters pertaining' to human 
parenthood under the domination of eugenic ideals; 
and (2) to spread a knowledge of the laws of heredity, 
so far as they are surely known, and so far as know
ledge might effect improvement in the race.

If the human race was already thought to be deterior
ating- before the war, the situation now is critical' in 
the extreme, when we have to face the loss of a large 
proportion of the finest manhood in all the belligerent 
countries. The study of eugenics is therefore of

vital importance
and especially so owing to the predominance at the 
present time of the environment-cure-all school of 
thought.

It does not require a very close study of this science 
to come to the conclusion that mental, physical and 
moral degeneracy lie somewhere at the root of all the 
social problems, and that their presence complicates 
and perverts measures which have been framed from 
time to time to cure these evils. According- to one 
writer even “ measures to deal with the housing, feed
ing and remuneration of the working classes, infantile 
mortality and so forth cannot in themselves solve the 
problem of national degeneracy, they do not touch the 
root . . . indeed they are, for the most part, an attempt 
to improve the morbid fruit of that tree, rather than to 
curtail its growth. ”

Every piece of fresh legislation which may indirectly 
result in increasing the worst elements of the population 
at the expense of the rest, or which penalises those on 
the upward grade is radially bad, and it is of supreme 
importance that women's influence in politics should 
not be on the side of superficial and short-sighted pallia
tive measures. Men are not born equal, and no system 
will make them so, and to demonstrate effectually that 
every baby is not a national asset, one may instance 
such degenerate families as the Jukes, whose known 
descendants were proved to have-cost the United States 
£260,000 in institutional, penal and philanthropic 
relief.

Various estimates have been given of the proportion 
of defectives amongst criminals, chronic inebriates, 
prostitutes and unemployables, and the number is ever 
on the increase. The inefficients and irresponsibles 
must be recognised to be a real political, as well as a 
racial danger, for they become the easy dupes of any 
unscrupulous propaganda, having, quite rightly, the 
eternal grievance against the community of being what 
they are.

Discouragement of the unfit 
must be balanced by constructive eugenics, or the 
encouragement of the fit, for if legislation is by degrees 
to clear the ground of weeds, we must ensure that 
something better is grown up instead. So far this hope 
has been doomed to disappointment, the birth-rate 
having steadily gone down since 1876. This is all the 
more serious when it is realised that the lowest types 
of the. community are propagating their species as 
freely as ever, and that it is in the superior artisan, 
the middle and upper classes that the shortage occurs.

The new campaign against venereal disease, the ever- 
increasing- provision for mental and moral degenerates, 
the instruction of the young in the laws of sex, these 
are a’ few of the bright spots on the eugenic horizon, 
where once we had a vision of the superman !

The fundamental law of eugenics is that nature is 
stronger than nurture, “you cannot gather figs of 
thistles, not even of Scotch thistles.”

Edith Corry. ,
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WOMEN AND HOUSING.

4

For nearly twelve months this present House of 
Commons has been vigorously discussing Housing, and 
many harrowing speeches describing’ the appalling' con
ditions under which the working classes are compelled 
to live have been made in Parliament and listened to 
with due solemnity by the Members present. At the 
beginning of this week still another Bill—the Housing 
(Additional Powers) Bill—was being considered by the 
Commons, but in spite of all the eloquence so freely 
lavished on this question, very few of us have seen any 
houses in the course of erection. A few weeks ago it 
was reported that a house had been actually built some- 
where in the East End of London, and that the Mayor 
and Corporation had donned their official robes in order 
to inspect it. Last week, too, we read in the Surrey 
Comet that a house was really being built not far from 
Surbiton. It is true also that the Press has told us 
that Dr. Addison has made it known that there must be 
a “ speeding up ’’ of fresh housing accommodation; but 
most Of us are conscious that the present time of year 
is not the most favourable for building operations. A 
Sub-Committee of the Housing' Advisory Council has 
reported that ‘ ‘ women should have an opportunity of 
expressing their opinion on the proposed lay-out of 
houses to be erected by local authorities, and on the 
proposed house plans, including the internal fittings, 
lighting and heating.” This is, of course, as it should 
be, but it seems to us a little belated. However, Dr. 
Addison has embodied this advice in a circular which 
he has sent to the local authorities, and we learn that 
the Wigan Borough Council has decided to submit all 
future housing plans to two women. The ordinary 
woman certainly knows more about the requirements 
of a house than the ordinary member of a local Council. 
She knows the value of ample cupboard accommoda
tion, well-placed larders; rounded corners and labour- 
saving devices. It does not seem to have previously 
occurred to Dr. Addison to call in the advice of experts 
on Housing. Apparently he is unaware of the fact that 
there are properly qualified women architects, for when 

asked in the House of Commons last week if he had 
consulted women architects in connection with his 
Housing Scheme, he airily replied that no women archi
tects were available. We wonder if he took the 
trouble to enquire? To our knowledge there are at 
feast three properly qualified women architects, who 
have passed the full professional examinations, who are 
recognised members of the profession, and whose names 
appear in the professional registers. We should like 
to test the accuracy of Dr. Addison’s statement that no 
women architects were available. Was he ignorant of 
their existence? The Society of Architects, which is 
open to men and women on equal terms, could have 
dispelled this ignorance, and have supplied him with 
full information on the subject

INDUSTRIAL COURTS ACT.
It is interesting to note that the Ministry of Labour 

has appointed two women, Miss Violet Markham (Mrs. 
James Carruthers) and Miss Cecile Matheson, among 
the first members of the Industrial Court formed to 
deal with trade disputes which may be referred for 
settlement by arbitration. . Compulsory arbitration is 
removed by the Industrial Courts Act, in which the 
desire of the Government is shown that trade disputes 
should be settled as far as possible by negotiation be
tween employers and employed, or between representa
tive associations of employers and Trade Unions. 
Although only two women are appointed as 
of this Court, there are six . men members 
addition to two other men who will act as 
and assistant secretary to this Court. The 

members 
of it, in • 
secretary 
qualifica- •

tions given for the women members are that Miss 
Markham was a member of the Central Women’s Em
ployment Committee and of the Executive Committee 
of the National Relief Fund in 1914; and that Miss 
Matheson is Lady Warden of the Woodbrooke Settle
ment, Birmingham. One of the men appointed is a 
distinguished lawyer, and has had considerable experi
ence in industrial, disputes. Another member is the 
Director of Labour Statistics of the Ministry of Labour, 
and formerly held that position under the Board of 
Trade. He also has had considerable experience with 
employers’ associations and Trade Unions. Another 
member is the Secretary of the Engineering and 
National Employers’ Federation. Yet another member 
is a director and past president of the London Master 
Builders’ Association, and the remaining one a member 
of the Executive Committee of the Amalgamated 
Society of Engineers. We submit that the gualifica- 
tions of the two women members as regards experience 
in industry are very unequal compared with those of the 
men members of this Court. Did the Minister of 
Labour enquire if there were any business women, or 
any experienced women Trade Unionist officials avail- 
able? If not, why not? ■ " , "j 1 "°i

NO VOTES FOR WOMEN YET.
India has asked by every means in her power that ' 

her daughters shall still stand where they have stood 
through the ages, as the equal partners of her sons, 
and that the new franchise shall know no distinction 
of sex. Only one million women would be qualified, 
but these loom large, a vast and mighty multitude, 
before the muddled minds of our timid legislators 
obsessed with the danger of hurling an unknown quan
tity into the political cauldron.

Most British men are still afraid of British women. 
Ashamed longer to deny them justice, Parliament at 
last gave the vote to 6,000,000 British women, but it 
took no pleasure in it, and has not yet discovered that 
women only want to work with men for the good of all; 
so it has seemed to our M. P’s a dreadful thing to saddle 
Indian men with women constituents.

Practically all the Indian men and women specially 
in this country as delegates asked for equal voting 
terms for men and women, but British M.P.’s judge 
Indian men by themselves, and feel sure that the men 
will be affronted by votes for the women. Sex bias 
slowly dying in the. West is to be transplanted to the 
East under the aegis of the British Government. Our 
Government, in whose blunders we are unfortunately 
all involved, gives to our great Indian Empire the 
charter of that Representative Government which is 
our pride and glory, but this charter is not shining and 
splendid, but blotted and defaced by the smudge of 
women’s inferiority from which the East is free.

Indian men will feel no gratitude to the British Par
liament for kindly saving them from Indian women. • 
India, is ahead of us in this respect, and they will be 
full of indignation at such treatment of their women.

British men give to India an unflattering' view of 
their opinion of British women. British women are 
ashamed of this insult to their sisters. Indian women 
have no word “defeat” in their vocabulary of the 
struggle for political freedom.

CAPTIVE ASSYRIAN WOMEN 
IN PERSIA.

Dr. Jesse Malek Youan, President of the Assyrian 
delegation from Persia and the Caucasus to the Peace 
Conference, Paris, writes us of the abominable treatment 
of Assyrian Christian women in Persia during the war. 

During 1915, when the Russian Army re-occupied 
Urumia, many Assyrian Christians were cruelly 
massacred, and hundreds of women taken captive by 
the Persians. The Russians demanded the return Of 
the captive women, and when the Persians realised that , 
the demand was a serious one they returned the women 

. to their own people. One of these captive women, who 
had been seized by a Mullah, or priest, endured un- 

- speakable misery at the hands' of her captors. When 
the Moslems rushed into her village, killing- and plun
dering on every hand, she and her husband each took 
a child and fled to the fields. It was mid-winter and 
the ground covered with snow. They sought refuge in 
a dry embankment above a frozen stream, and deter
mined to stay there until darkness made it safe for 
them to reach some more distant place. As they cowered 
there, shivering and helpless, two men tracked them 
to their hiding-place by their footsteps in the snow. 
One shot the husband dead, the other seized the 
children, broke a hole on the frozen surface of the 
stream, and drowned them before the mother’s eyes. 
One of the men then seized the woman and took her 
to his. home. This was the Mullah from whom she 
eventually escaped.

In the summer of 1918 Urumia became occupied by 
the Turks. One night the chief Moslems of the place 
gave a banquet to the Turkish officers, and when the 
dinner was ended a number of Assyrian and Armenian 
women prisoners were brought in and handed over 
body and soul to the guests. At a later date, after the 
massacre of the French Mission, some 400 women were 
stripped naked and turned loose into the principal 
streets of Urumia, where crowds surrounded them, 
hooting and jeering.

In August, 1918, some 2,000 women were taken 
captive by the Turks at Miandinab, and at that time 
many girls, especially those who were young brides, 
threw themselves into the river rather than fall into 
the hands of the enemies. Over 1,000 women were 
taken prisoner in and near Sain Kaleh, and many hun
dreds in the province of Kurdistan. Many of these 
women were passed from hand to hand for a mere 
pittance. Five hundred Armenian women were forced 
to become Moslems in the city of Rhoi.

In this same year, during one of the frequent 
- massacres in Armenia, the mob rushed into the yard 

of the American Mission and killed all the men. The 
women were stripped naked and subjected to orgies too 
horrible to mention. Scores of young girls died in the 
hands of these brutes, and hundreds of women were 
dragged to the harems. One little girl, imprisoned in 
a harem, wrote a heartrending- letter to Dr. H. P. 
Packard and the Rev. Jacob David, two American mis- 1 
sionaries: “I am kissing your hands and feet. I 
implore you to save tis from this hell-fire.”

The Hon. Gordon Paddock, the American Consul 
at Tabriz, went recently to Urumia, and with great 
difficulty rescued some 600 women and children who had 
been imprisoned in the Governor’s house, and brought 
them to Tabriz. He likewise demanded the restoration 
of the captive women in the harems, but could only 
obtain a few.

To-day there are between 4,000 to 5,000 women shut 
up in harems in different parts of Persia. Assyria looks 
to Great Britain and America to rescue these unhappy 
women and return them to their shattered homes and 
sorrowfully depleted families. Fifty years ago, after 
the massacres of Bedr Khan Bey, Stanford Channing, 
England’s great statesman, made a resolute stand in 
Constantinople for the return of all Assyrian Christian 
prisoners in Turkish hands, and continued to stand 
firm until the Turkish Government surrendered every 
captive.
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These books are all personally recommended, and 
will be sent by our Literature Department on receipt 
of price as under and 4d. extra to cover postage.

For Small Children.—Child’s Garden of Verse 
(R. L. Stevenson), lovely illustrated edition (6s.); Cin- 
derella, illustrated by Arthur Rackham; Elizabeth, 
Phil and Me, dainty poems and pictures (5s.); The 
Story My Doggie Told to Me, and Nutcracker and 
Mouse King (3s. 6d. each); Charming Coloured Nur
sery Rhyme Toy Books, and “ Brownie” painting and 
cutting-out books. The Zoo, the Sea and the Circus 
(is. 6d. each).

For Girls and Boys.Stories of King Arthur and 
his Knights (5s.) ; Story of Robert Bruce (6s.); Book 
of the Long Trail, by Sir Henry Newbolt; “Old 
Sport,” a story of a horse; Boy’s Book of the Open- 
Air (7s. 6d. each); The Harley First XI. (6s.); Stories 
from George Eliot (5s.) ; A Difficult Half-Dozen, by 
E. Everett-Green (7s. 6d.).

For Grown-Ups.—Sir Victor Horsley, Life and 
Work, by Stephen Paget, F.R.C. S., preface by Lady 
Horsley (21s.); Catherine Gladstone, by her daughter, 
Mrs. Drew (12s. 6d.); Memories of George Meredith, 
by Lady Butcher (5s.) ; The Old Indispensables, by 
Martin Seeker (7s.) ; Abraham Lincoln, the Practical 
Mystic (5s.) ; The Women of Homer (5s.) ; Outspoken 
Essays, by Dean Inge (6s.); Character Training- for 
Parents (5s.) ; Why-Worry? by Dr. G. L. Walton 
(2s. 6d.) j French Ways and their Meaning, by Edith 
Wharton (6s.); The Fourth Dimension, Unconventional 
Thought, by “an Officer in the Grand Fleet ‘ ’ (as.); 
Living Alone, by Stella Benson (6s.); Ploughshare and 
Pruning Hook, by Lawrence Housman (6s.); Maeter
linck’s Dogs, by G. L. Maeterlinck (6s. 6d.); Work- 
house Characters, by M. W. Nevinson (3s. 6d.); The 
Child She Bare, by a Foundling (3s. 6d.); Dream Days 
(Kenneth Graham), for child-lovers, beautiful illustrated 
edition (7s. 6d.); A London Lot, by A. Neil Lyons 
(6s.); The Old Madhouse, W. de Morgan’s last novel 
(7s-),- Poetry :—The Bird of Time, by Sarojini Naidu 
(Ss')> The Sea’s Anthology (2s.); Reynard the Fox, by 
John Masefield (5s.). War Poems :■—Georgian Poetry 
1918-1919 (6s.); Argonaut and Juggeraut, by Osbert 
Sitwell (5s.); Rhymes of a Red Cross Man, by R. W. 
Service (4s. 6d.); War Poems by Siegfried Sassoon 
(3s. 6d.); Fighting Men and the Naval Crown, by C. 
Fox Smith (is. 3d. each).

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS.

Christmas is getting very near now and the
Shops are terribly crowded. Come and buy 
your presents in peace and comfort at the
Minerva Cafe, 144 High Holborn, W.G., on
Saturday,'December 13th, from 3-7 p.m., and on
Monday, December 15th, from 5-8 p.m. We have
a splendid assortment of Fancy Articles, Books,
Toys, and Useful Presents. If you cannot 
come on those days, send your list of required
articles to] the Fair Secretary at the above
address, and shewill put them aside for you.

1
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HEALTH BYSNEEZING.
This was the title of a very interesting lecture, de

livered by Dr. Octavia Lewin, of the Harrow Road 
Children’s Hospital and the Westminster Health 
Society, to a crowded and very interested audience, 
including many teachers, headmistresses, health 
visitors and social workers, at the Minerva Cafe on 
Monday evening. Dr. Knight was in the chair, and 
introduced the speaker as one of the founder-members 
of the Women’s Freedom League.

Dr. Lewin said a little while ago sneezing was con- 
sidered a joke. Sneezing was as old as the Garden 
of Eden. Sneezing kept the upper air way clear. 
Super-civilisation condemned sneezing as not “ quite 
nice,” and tried to suppress it. In some schools, in- 
deed, handkerchiefs were said to be prohibited. The 
nose had a great work to do; it was a beautiful and 
complicated machine and easily put out of order. Its 
interior was a mass of little blind pockets. These can 
only be emptied by sneezing'. Sneezing- is perfectly 
natural, a real refreshing act, and it should never be 
checked. The nose filtered air, moistened and warmed 
it and made it fit for the lungs to use. A properly 
used nose moulded the face correctly. An obstructed 
nose often caused a contracted chest and spinal curva
ture. The nose also looked after the ear, and obstruc
tion often led to deafness. Clear communication re
quired a clear nose. Breathing exercises must not be 
recommended haphazard; deep breathing with an 
obstructed nose was bad—-skipping- and jumping and 
ball throwing were safer. When a nose gives no 
trouble it should be let alone. Handkerchief drill 
applied indiscrimately to masses of children was un- 
wise ; the majority of the children did not need it, and 
many children used their handkerchiefs in the wrong 
way. A primitive mother knew the way to bring up 
babies; after feeding the infant she closed its mouth, 
and if the baby’s nose was obstructed so that it cannot 
breathe through it, the mother held the baby over the 
smoke of a wood fire until it sneezed.

An animated discussion followed, and Dr. Lewin 
was accorded a very cordial vote of thanks for her 
kindness in coming to ventilate this part of the health 
problem which so vitally affects women.

OUR OPEN COLUMN.
(To the Editor of The Vote.) 

December 8th, 1919.
Madam,—In to-day’s Daily Telegraph, under the 

title “The King’s National Roll,” “Employment of 
Disabled Men,” after urging large and small employers 
“ to respond to the King’s appeal and that of Lord 
Haig, to give this national problem their early and 
sympathetic consideration,” occurs the following pas- 
sage : ‘ ‘ The whole of the cotton industry has definitely 
decided to support the scheme, and the work of loom 
sweeping, which hitherto has been largely performed 
by women, is now likely, as the result of a deputation, 
which recently waited on the master cotton-spinners, 
to afford employment for some thousands of disabled 
men. This work is regarded as very suitable for men 
who have lost an arm;” . . ■ We were first told that 
returning soldiers expected to find their old jobs vacant 
for them on demobilisation. All women naturally 
acquiesced, but we find returned soldiers turning women 
out of all jobs worth having, jobs they never dreamed 
of occupying' before the war; and now we find that one 
of the few decently-paid industries, which women have 
considered their job for years, is (because the Trade 
Unions do not wish disabled men employed. in their 

. trades) to be wrenched in this cowardly fashion from 
women and given to men-—because the men consider 
the pay worth their acceptance. Had this cotton sweep
ing been one of women's sweated industries neither 
cotton spinners or the returned soldiers would have 
robbed the women, but chivalrously allowed them to 
keep their jobs !—Yours, etc.,

41, Albert Bridge Road, S.W. . Alice Heale.

OUR WEDNESDAYS.
The question whether the women of India should 

have the vote was more contested here than in India, 
Miss Tata told the. Women’s Freedom League in her 
address on “ Indian Women and the Vote,’’ last Wed
nesday afternoon. Englishmen argued that women in 
India were not sufficiently educated for the franchise ; 
but it was property not literacy which was the acknow
ledged qualification for Indian men ; and Miss Tata con
tended that literacy was not the hall mark of education. 
Only five million men out of 245 millions in India would 
have the vote, and Miss Tata saw no reason why one 
million women of India possessing exactly the same 
qualifications as these men should not also have the 
same right to vote. In Bombay women had received 
and exercised the municipal vote for 15 years. Even 
in the Purdah-ridden districts many women had received 
a college education. Every one of these million qualified 
women might not use their vote; but only about 4° per 
cent, of the electorate in England had exercised their 
vote at the last election. Yet this fact was not used 
as an argument for disfranchising any portion of it. 
Many, many years ago women had had equal education 
with men in India; they had elected members to the 
Village Councils and themselves had the right to sit 
on these Councils. It was owing to the invasions of 
India, and in order to protect women, that women had 
been compelled to lead a secluded life; and this seclu- 
sion of women was historical not religious in its begin
ning. Because the invaders found the northern parts 
of India more easy to attack, women’s life had been 
more secluded in the north than in the south. When
ever an Indian woman, however, had the courage to 
take the social customs in her hands, she could take 
part in any public work that she chose; there was no 
legal bar of sex distinction; the sense of inferiority did 
not exist among women in India; a woman, had only 
to prove her worth there and she would get her reward. 
The British Parliament had decided to give the vote 
to outcasts in India, a decision which cut right into 
the susceptibilities of the Indian people. It was only 
when it was a question of Indian women having the 
vote that Parliament hesitated because of the “ suscepti- 
bilities ” of this same people.

In conclusion, Miss Tata gave the following interest
ing figures in regard to women in India.:—
Women living on their own Income ............... 62,614 
Women in the Department of Medicine ....... 11,298 
Women engaged in Teaching ................  25,745 
Women with Science and Art Degrees ...............88,471 
Aggregate of women following Professions

and Liberal Arts .................   402,586
The chair was ably taken by Councillor Margaret 

Hodge, and an animated discussion followed Miss 
Tata’s most interesting- address.

FAMOUS WOMAN TRAVELLER.
Princess Mary has recently accepted a curiosity in 

the form of a small Red Cross badge worked in coloured 
leather and white fur, sent to her by Chief Split-the- 
Wind and his mother, of the Eskimos of Cape Prince 
of Wales, Alaska. The offering- was entrusted to Mrs. 
Charlotte Cameron, F.R.G.S., who has lately made a 
tour along the Yukon and in Alaska, to be conveyed 
to this country. Her Royal Highness has sent a 
graceful message of thanks, which Mrs. Cameron will 
forward to Alaska. Mrs. Cameron is one of our most 
intrepid woman travellers. She has circled the earth 
twice, was the first woman to cross the Andes in a 
journey across South America, and motored through 
the Panama Canal while it was in course of construction. 
Nine month's before the war she made a 27,000 miles 
trip in Africa, including all the German Colonies, and 
her knowledge of German Colonial administration, 
gained at first hand, provided her with material for 
lectures which she delivered for charitable, causes right 
across the United States. In her journey Mrs. Cameron 
was interviewed over 100 times.

Women's Freedom League.
Offices: 144, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. 1.

Telegrams—“Despard, Museum 1429 London.”
Telephone—Museum 1429.

Colours—Green, White and GOLD.
Hon. Treasurer—Dr. E. KNIGHT.

Hon. Organising Secretary—Mrs. SCHOFIELD COATES.
Vote ‘ ’ Sales Department—Hon. Head: Miss ALIX. M. CLARK

Literature Department—.
Hon. Heads: Miss H; NORMANTON, B.A. (Literary);

Mrs. PIEROTTI (Business).
General Secretary—Miss F. A. UNDERWOOD.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS,W.F.L.
London and suburbs.

Saturday, December 13.-—National Exe- 
cutive Committee, 144, High Holborn, 
W.C., 10 a.m.

Saturday, December 13 and Monday, 
December 15.—Christmas Sale at Minerva 
Cafe. Saturday, 3 to 7. Monday, 5 to 8.

DARE TO 
BE FREE

Wednesday, December 31. — Golder's 
Green: Dance. Tickets 3s. Particulars 
from the Hon. Secretary, 59, Ashbourne 
Avenue, N.W. 4.

PROVINCES.
Monday^ December 15.— Middlesbrough. Social Evening, 

Suffrage Rooms, 231a, The Arcade, Linthorpe Road, 7.30 p.m. 
Silver collection. Miss W. M. Jones will read a play written by 
herself entitled, ".Gains and Losses.”

Monday, December 15- Westcliff. Labour Hall, 6, Broadway 
Market, Southend-on-Sea, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday, December 16.—Ashford Social and Address, Hamp- 
stead Street Adult School, 6.30—8.30. (Tea kindly provided by 
Mrs. Kither.)

Wednesday, December 31.—Portsmouth, New Year Eve 
Party, Unitarian Schoolroom, High Street, 7—To p.m. Tickets 
is. 3d. each.

The Women’s Freedom League Settlement,
93, Nine Elms Lane, S.W. 8.

Our stall at the Green, White and Gold Fair did very well, 
under somewhat adverse circumstances, and, having finished that 
matter, we are now busy preparing for our Christmas treat to 
the children attending our feeding centre. For this we shall grate- 
fully receive any toys (new or used ones), sweets, fruit, or articles 
of wearing apparel suitable for gifts, Christmas puddings or mince- 
pies. Christmas decorations will also be exceedingly helpful, and 
offers of assistance on the day itself. We expect the usual 250 
children, and it takes a great many toys to give them all some- 
thing. We are exceedingly grateful to all those who either gave 
or worked, or in any way contributed to the success of our stall: 
the Misses Stutchbury, the Misses Triplett, Miss Edith Lydall, 
Mrs, Delbanco, Miss Riggall, Miss Sparrow, Mme. Bernard, Miss 
Isobel Harvey, Mrs. Despard, Miss Reeve, Mrs. Hughes Miss 
Haward, Mr. Marks, Miss Lilian Walford, Mrs. Clark, Mrs. 
Brand, Mrs. Harrison, Messrs. Elders and Fyffe, Miss M. Bradish, 
Miss Greenville, the Hon. Mrs. Forbes, an anonymous donor, Miss 
Barrow, Miss K. Holmes, Mr. Almond, Mrs. Hart, Miss M Cole 
Mrs. Potton, in cash—Miss Riggall, 2s.; Mr. Simmons', £r ■ 
Lady Markham, £5 ; Dr. and Mrs. Wilkins, £r ; Mrs. Grimoldby, 
Ios. ; Mr. Snow, a fairy doll for the Christmas tree .

MISS ROYDEN.

Miss Royden will preach at the City Temple on Sunday, Decem
ber 14th, at 6.30 p.m. Subject : ‘ What is meant by the Second 
Coming of Christ.”

Good Prices-for OLD CLOTIIEs.—A regular reader of Th 6 Vote 
writes of. the excellent value recently obtanied from Helene (see 
advertisement on back page) for old clothes. Other'readers wish
ing to dispose of similar things may be glad to know this.

Woman DETECTIVE—Birmingham is to, have the first woman 
detective. Miss Wayland, formerly welfare superintendent under 
the Corporation Tramways Department, has been selected, and 

be paid %3 a week, with uniform and boot allowances. Her 
duties will include investigations in cases in which women and 
children are concerned.

OUR TREASURY.
NATIONAL FUND.

Amount previously acknowledged, October, 1907, 
to December, 1918, £31,454 1s. 5d.
npn £ s. d. £ s. d.

Amount previously acknowledged ...........................1,3^1 60
Special Emergency War Fund—"A Friend" ............ ...... . 1 5 o

W. R. Snow, Esq. ......    TOO

Special Protest Fund (Elsie Smith)—
Mrs. Mallalue .................................. ........... 3 o o
“A Well-Wisher ” .............................. 2 0

Mrs. R. Fermer ..............  16
— - . s ' ——-— • 3 36Miss Marian Holmes ....... .......    r o o
Miss J. E. Carlile     - o
Miss M. I. Saunders ........     Vo 
Miss D. P. Bailey ............. ............................................. . 2 6
Miss A. Allum ........     26 
Mrs. J. E. Cliffe ...................|.........    To
Mrs. S. L. S. E. Ealson .....................................1 o
Mrs. Rubio Hillman ....................................................  10
Madame Kubler .............. ...................   .... — r 0
Miss S. Lavender      ............... ................. 1 o
Mrs. C. Lawrence    ...................... ....... . j o
Collections ......................................     3 12 
Sundries ......................................................................... io 6
Branches—

Ashford Club  ...... ........................................................ 14 5
Branches^-Capitation Fees—- . 

Edinburgh       6 o
Letchworth ............. .  . 5 6 .

-----——- 11 ■ 6

£1,363 12 i
Cheques to be made payable to the Women’s Freedom League, 

and crossed “London, Provincial and South-Western Bank, Ltd.”

POLITICAL WOMEN IN GERMANY.
Ways and Means last week says, in its “Sidelights on Ger- 

many," "There are at present 38 women in the Assembly, 
out of a total membership of 421. To the State Legislature' a 
total of 75 women have been returned-—Hamburg having 17 and 
Bremen 18. Women are to be found on all municipal bodies 
and in executive offices These political women have been quick 
to see the evils of the party system, and evidence is accumulating 
that they will not be bound by party. ties. They are ready to 
make a elean sweep, to carry reforms in all directions, and place 
on record their condemnation of weak policy. Often enough the 
legislation at present introduced into the Central Assembly is 
necessarily weak because it is the result of compromise. The 
Socialists are the predominant party in the Government, but bv 
themselves they cannot carry on. They look to the Centre Party 
for, support, and the Centre Party, ever opportunist, demands 
and obtains compensation for its influence. The party is well 
aware of its power, and already it is preparing for the coming 
election. It is by no means clear whether or no the women 
electors will plump for the Centre candidates.''

BRITAIN AND INDIA.
We welcome the prospect in the New Year of a new monthly 

magazine devoted to the interests of “ Britain and India ” The 
need for current literature dealing with the many sides of Indian 
life, and where they touch and mingle with those of Britain 
has long been felt as a great want in this country. Religion 
Politics, Economics, Education, the position and influence of 
women, Commerce Art, Literature, Philosophy and Science will 
all be treated in its pages. Indians and well-known British 
men and women have been secured as contributors Mrs 
Josephine Ransom is to be the Editor.

SPECIAL APPEAL.
Contributions aro specially needed for:_

(1) SPECIAL INJUSTICES FUND.
To get Elsie Smith out of Prison, and for 

immediate action when similar cases occur.
(2) GREEN, WHITE, * GOLD FUND.

The only satisfactory way to conduct a 
money-making enterprise is to have all 
the expenses covered by donations.

Hall, printing, advertising and postage are 
each and all heavy items, and I look to all 
readers of the “Vote.” especially those who 
were not at the “Fair,” to send money con
tributions to swell the proceeds.

E. KNIGHT, Hon. Treasurer.
14%, High Holborn, W.C. 1.
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BRANCH NOTES.

EDINBURGH.
On Thursday, December 4th, a social meeting was held at 

44, George IV Bridge, when a good audience of members and 
friends met to hear an interesting paper by Dr. Aimee Gibbs, on 
M. P. Willcocks’ “ New Horizons. There was a good dis-
cussion on the main points of the book, with which there was 
not entire agreement. The central idea appeared to be that with 
Labour and women lay the hops’ of the future, since both had 
the spirit of altruism developed to a higher degree than the rest 

—. Branch was glad to welcome several

MANCHESTER.
On Monday, December 8th, we hold our last Study Circle 

Meeting before Christmas. We are going to sum up all our 
conclusions on the subjects already discussed, especially on the 
Endowment of Motherhood. We want also to plan our discussions 
for the New. Year. Our members have throughout shown the 
keenest interest in these meetings, and we have increased our 
membership by them.

Organiser—Miss SACKUR, 149, Plymouth Grove, C.-on-M.

of the community. The 
new members.

III

ttne if

ji.

G. H. Jacob, Hon. Sec.

SOUTHEND-ON-SEA.
On Monday, December 

at the Southend Branch 
introduced a scheme for

ist, an interesting address was delivered 
of the W.F.L., when Mrs. Alexander 
the State endowment of mothers and

PORTSMOUTH,
A real old-fashioned party has been arranged for New Year 

Eve. There will be games, dancing, singing, recitations and re- 
freshments. It will be held at the Unitarian Schoolroom, High 
Street, from 7 to 10 p.m. The tickets are, xs. 3d. each; and mem
bers are invited to come and bring their friends. The profits will 
be given to the Local Election Fund.

Hon. See.—Mrs. WITETTON, 89, Festing Grove, Southsea.

children, the cost, failing any other source of supply, to be met 
by a special tax. The working of the scheme was illustrated by 
a tabulated sheet showing graduated incomes with the approximate 
allowance to the mother and to each child under five, the special 
tax figure, the total of grant and the net gain per annum in 
each case. An animated discussion of pros and cons followed 
the clear and concise little speech, and that some such scheme is 
a real necessity and must eventually mature was evident from 
the general tone of the comments and from cases quoted. Mrs. 
Elvin, a prominent member of the Branch, was one of the speakers. 
(VIRs.) C. M. NAUGIITEN, Dunderawe, Nelson Drive, Leigh-on-Sea.

TO LET, FURNISHED. — Small 1 Cottage at Hampton Court until end 
of March. Indoor Sanitation ; Gas.— 
Minerva Publishing Co , 144 High 
Holborn, W.C.

WANTED to Rent, Cottage with 3 to 
5 acres of ground suitable for 

market garden.— HARVEY, The Lodge, 
Shrapnells, Byfleet, Surrey.

XX7ANTED. — Costumes, coats, furs, VV underwear, gentlemen's and 
children's clothing, house furnishings. 
Specially good prices given.—Helene, 
5, Hanover Road, Scarborough.

mothers and babies.

We have been asked by the Secretary of the Women's Employ- 
ment and Training Agency to help in finding situations for several 
unmarried mothers with their babies. These girls are trained 
and reliable, and are determined to work to support and tend 
their children themselves, and it should be made possible for 
them to do so.

The Psycho-Dietist 
Requests the pleasure of the Company 

of Subscribers to the VOTE 
To a Demonstration of Phycho-Dietism, 

on Thursdays, 7-9 p.m.. 
At 7, Princes Street, S.W.I.

(Opposite Westminster Abbey and Big Ben).
By Mr. D’Arcy DENNY, 

Principal of Civic Worth and Lecturer to 
Commands of Units and Hospitals under 

the War Office.
Terms : Advice on Head and Food, £1 1s.

Same, but at Meetings, 5s.
Each Lecture 1s. First Attendance free.

(A-PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS 
AND how to USE THEM, 

2d. Send for one. — Trimnell, The 
Herbalist, 144, Richmond Road, Cardiff. 
Established 1879.

Britain AND INDIA magazine.
Edited by Mrs. Josephine Ransom. 

Of vital interest to all who would encourage 
the mutual interests of Britain and India. 
Expert articles on the various phases of 
Indian life. Annual subscription (including 
postage), 13/6.—7 Southampton St., High 
Holborn, W.C.I.

Just facing the W.F.L. is the

With its wonderful selection of Barbaric 
Beads, lovely Pebbles, Engraved Gems, and 
all sorts of things for the most refined Tastes.

Selections sent on approval to all parts of the Country. 
Please mention “The Vote.”

GOOD’S CAMEO CORNER
1, New Oxford Street, W.C. 1 ■

Suffrage Health Food 
Stores,

231a,The Arcade,Linthorpe Road, Middlesbrough

BUY OUR GOODS & HELP THE MOVEMENT.
Send for New List. Carriage Paid on 
orders over £1. Large Stock of 
Vegetarian and other Health Foods.

THE HANDICRAFTS,
82 HIGH STREET, HAMPSTEAD, N.W. 3.

Handweavings, Leatherwork, Jewellery, Basket- 
Work, Hand-made Lace, Pottery, etc.

COLOURED HAND-WOVEN COTTONS from 4/- per yard

Patterns of Materials Sent Free ON Application.

POTTERY PACKED AND DISPATCHED.

Islington dental SURGERY.
68 UPPER STREET. N.

Mr. GHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist,
M. Fredk. G. Boucher, Assistant Dental Surgeon.

Established 35 Years.

Gas Administered Daily by Qualified Medical Man, Fee 7s. 6d. 
Nurse in attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches.
Send Postcard for Pamphlet. 
CONSULTATIONS FREE.

N.B.—No Showcase at door. 
Telephone: 3795 North.

[ ET US SEND YOU “THE VOTE” FEET "post FREE.
Rate : 6/6 Twelve Months ; 3/3 Six Months.

Published by the Minerva Publishing Co., Ltd., at 144, High Holborn, W.C. 1., and Printed for them by 
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