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SUFFRAGE VICTORY IN BRAZIL.
The new election law just issued by the revolu

tionary government of Brazil provides votes for men and 
women on equal terms. Art. 2d says: "Are voters all 
Brazilian citizens, of either sex, over twenty one years 
of age, who have qualified in accordance with this law. 
The only difference is that art. 120 makes voting obli
gatory for all men under sixty, but not for those over 
that age or for women. The law also provides for 
eligibility of all citizens except those naturalised under 
four years before.

The Brazilian Federation for the Advancement of 
Women, which had conducted the organised movement 
for the last ten years is very pleased. Except for article 
120, the conditions for woman suffrage are those pres
ented to the government committee that drafted the 
law, by the Federation and agreed upon between the 
committee and the women. The terms are the same 
which were voted by the International Feminist Con
gress that met in Rio in July of last year and which the 
Federation has always insisted upon. They are also the 
same that were used in the bills presented to Congress 
and introduced into the election law of the state of 
Rio Grande,do Norte, by the former senator and state 
president J. Lamartine, who granted women the vote 
in his state before any other in Latin America.

The election law also clearly states that the nation
ality of married women, is not affected by marriage to 
foreigners, thus clearly defining their position as voters.

In her first interview to the press, Dr. Bertha Lutz, 

president of the Brazilian Federation for the Advance
ment of Women pointed out that it took exactly forty 
three years of Republic, ten of intense campaigning 
with most modern methods (including radio and air- 
planes), the precedent of one state of the Brazilian 
Union and a successful revolution to bring votes for 
women about. ——— -

On behalf of the Alliance, we desire to offer our warm
est congratulations to the women of Brazil, and espec
ially to Dr. Bertha Lutz and the Federation for the 
Advancement of Women, on the attainment of woman 
suffrage, on what to all intents and purposes are 
equal terms with men. We may regret even the slight
est inequality, but doubtless that will be swept away 
in due course, and in the meantime we rejoice that there 
is no bar to every adult woman citizen taking her share 
in the destinies of her countries if she will.

Brazil now holds the proud position of being the first 
of the great Republics of South America to give suffrage 
to its woman citizens as a whole. We must hope that 
this enlightened example will quickly be followed by 
her Spanish speaking neighbours, who have already had 
the example of Spain itself before them. We venture to 
express the hope that the Federation will not consider 
that it has reached its object in helping to obtain votes 
for women, but will continue its work until Brazil gives 
as shining an example to the rest of the world in every 
field of activity where men and women should be work
ing side by side in perfect equality.
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DISARMAMENT.
As secretary of the Disarmament Committee of the 

Women’s.International Organisations I was very busy 
during my two months’ stay in Geneva. My first 
activities were in connection with the presentation of 
•petitions. These signatures amounted on February 
6th when officially presented to the Disarmament 
Conference to 8,003,674, and on March 1st the total 
number of individual signatures received was 9,410,695.

We had been asked over and over again if it would be 
a good plan to have the circulation of petitions go on, as 
in many countries it has done a great deal of good by 
way of education in some countries however, the 
organisations failed to come up to the scratch, and 
only now they seem to be ready to try to make a good 
job of it. However, it does not seem worth while to 
circulate these same petitions again; some day some 
other petition may be needed and we shall then know 
that a much bigger effort can be made and better results 
may be obtained.

Now what is the next step of the Disarmament 
Committee? The 15 Women’s Organisations who have 
had their representatives in Geneva these last months 
have accomplished further plans and formulated a 
working programme towards the realisation of dis- 
armament.

A statement was drafted and formally accepted by the 
qualified representatives of the constituent organisa
tions at a meeting of the Disarmament Committee held 
in Geneva on February 23rd. This Document was then 
approved by the higher executive of each international 
organisation and is now being forwarded to national 
sections for further consideration. Space does not 
permit of its being printed in full here, but a copy is 
shortly being sent to all the Societies affiliated to the 
Alliance, and a summary appears below.

May I ask each President of an Auxiliary of the 
Alliance to have this statement translated into her own 
language and have it circulated as widely as possible. 
May we suggest that they organize meetings in different 
towns and have this programme adopted also at annual 
meetings, then let the headquarters of this Disarmament 
Committee, 2 Rue Daniel Colladon, in Geneva, know 
your efforts and results. Do let the women of the 
world show again that there is a mighty force of public 
opinion which is working for the peace of the world.

The Disarmament Committee has further plans,
A Conference is to be organised with the object of 

laying our policy before the public, and speakers will 
be invited to speak on the different items of the policy 
ill order to cover many topics which require amplifica
tion. Surely we must have a mixture of nationalities 
and of points of views.

The Disarmament Committee has won prestige in 
Geneva and the interest of the women of the world must 
be shown to the Disarmament Conference again and 
again.

Rosa Manus.

?

The President of the Conference receives Repre
sentatives of the Disarmament Committee of the 

Women’s International Organisations.
The Disarmament Committee of the Women's 

International Organisations once more let it be officially 
known that they and their organisations, representing 
a membership of 45, 000,000, are standing firmly behind 
every effort of the Disarmament Conference to bring 
about a definite and effective reduction in armaments. 
On March 16th a group of women appeared officially 
before Mr. Henderson to present their Statement oil 
Disarmament, as drafted and accepted by responsible 
representatives of the Women’s International Organ
isations in Geneva.

Me Henderson received the women in the Disarma
ment Building adjoining the Secretariat. Receiving 
with him were three of the women delegates to the 
Disarmament Conference, Miss Mary E. Woolley, Dr. 
P. Luisi and Mrs. Margery Corbett Ashby, Miss Kydd 
and Mme. Szelagowska having already left Geneva.

Miss Mary Dingman, President of the Women’s 
Disarmament Committee, informed Mr. Henderson that 
the special work of the Committee since Feb. 6th had 
been the preparation of the Statement on Disarmament 
which they now brought to his attention, and through 
him to the Conference as a whole. It had been no easy 
matter to reach a ground of common agreement between 
fifteen international organisations. That difficulty, 
faced continually by the Committee during the past 
weeks, had made them all the more able to appreciate 
the difficulties being faced by the Disarmament Confer- 
ence itself.

- Mr. Henderson expressed his extreme appreciation 
of the interest and labours of the Women’s International 
Organisations in the cause of disarmament. He 
stressed the fact that efforts to educate public opinion 
in the various countries should be redoubled in the 
immediate future in order that governments may feel 
the support of their people as they go forward to trans
late their general proposals for disarmament into 
practical formulae.

The spirit of co-operation and confidence between 
the President of the Disarmament Conference and the 
Women's Disarmament Committee was never more 
apparent than at this official, yet friendly and informal, 
meeting between the two.

Summary of the Specific Proposals contained in 
the Disarmament Statement of the Women’s

I.

II.

in.

IV.

v.

International Organisations.
N ational and international control of the traffic in 
arms.
International and national supervision of the 
private and State manufacture of arms and 
ammunition.
Abolition of military and naval aircraft.
Effective international measures against the mili- 
tarisation of civil aviation.
Prohibition of appropriations for and preparation 
for and use of chemical and bacteriological warfare. 
Abolition of aggressive weapons. This would make 
a contribution to the solution of the problem of 
Disarmament on the basis of equal rights arid 
security for all peoples in accordance with Art. VII. 
of the Covenant.
Armaments should be limited not only directly, 
but also indirectly by the amount spent on them. 
A permanent Disarmament Commission should be 
set up.

We stand for:
1. The acceptance by all States of the obligation to 

settle'all international disputes, of whatever character, 
by peaceful means, and recognition that the nation 
which resorts to hostilities in defiance of its obligations 
has stamped itself as the aggressor.

2. The development of a system in harmony with 
the spirit of the Covenant to provide without resort to 
force for those economic and political changes which 
may become necessary in changing world conditions.

3. Effective collective action to prevent, or in the 
last resort to stop, a breach of world peace.

■ U.S.A.
Two of the States, Massachusetts and Virginia, have 

recently rejected Bills making women liable for jury 
Service.

LIAISON COMMITTEE OF MAJOR 
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATIONS.

RESOLUTION ON MORAL DISARMAMENT.

Deeply perturbed by the present general crisis and by 
the growing uneasiness of public opinion, the Liaison 
Committee for Major International Associations con- 
siders it its duty to issue an urgent appeal to the 
thinking public in general.

By virtue of the considerable number of their 1 
adherents in every country of the world and in view of 
the variety of their respective tendencies, the Major 
International Associations, grouped in their Liaison 
Committee, can legitimately be regarded as one of the 
most qualified expressions of universal opinion.

This position imposes a duty upon them: in so far as 
the means at their disposal permit, they must endeavour 
to maintain, amid the present confusion, the moral 
bonds between nations.

The constant weakening of these bonds would con
stitute the gravest danger not only to peace but to 
civilization itself. The whole world would soon fall 
into a state of chaos and international anarchy, the 
consequences of which would be impossible to predict.

This affirmation is derived, moreover, from the terms 
of the initial Declaration, of the Liaison Committee, 
which served as its Charter and which has been confirmed 
in the course of the last six years by about fifteen im
portant international congresses as well as by the 
International Committee on Intellectual Co-operation 
and the VIIIth Assembly of the League of Nations, 
that is, in reality, by a sort of universal approval.

The Liaison Committee therefore appeals once again 
to universal opinion. It recalls that any sound system 
of education and any enlightened public opinion must, 
side by side with national values, reserve an important 
place for the conception of the indispensable solidarity of 
nations and, in conformity with its Resolution of 
November 19th last, it desires to emphasise the respon
sibility devolving in this respect on all—authors, 
educators, journalists and Statesmen—who, in virtue 
of the predominating influence of their talent or of their 
functions, guide and develop public opinion.

The Liaison Committee for the Major International 
Associations denounces, as an extremely grave danger, 
all forms of propaganda which, through the exaggera- 
tion of national feeling, tends to arouse a spirit of 
hostility between peoples by persuading each of them 
that their own interests supersede those of civilisation 
in common and that the difficulties of international life 
should ultimately be solved by resorting to force; In 
particular, energetic measures should be taken to sup
press all movements, which, by invoking the lyricism 
of violence to incite youth to action, proclaim the 
beauty of sanguinary conflicts as an ideal.

As a preliminary step, the Liaison Committee calls 
the attention of all the Major International Associations 
to the present Declaration and invites them to give it 
the widest possible publicity in their own publications, 
in the Press and by bringing it to the notice of the public 
authorities in the different countries; it urges them to
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organise public lectures, to make the fullest possible 
use of congresses, broadcasting, talking films and 
other appropriate means for calling the attention of all 
to the need for international co-operation, without which 
no effort towards disarmament can succeed and no 
lasting peace can be organised.

WOMEN’S CONSULTATIVE
COMMITTEE ON NATIONALITY.
Our readers will remember that in January 1931 the 

Council of the League of Nations decided to ask- a group . 
of women's international organisations to form them- 
selves into a Committee to present a Report on Women’s 
Nationality to the Assembly of 1931. That Report 
was prepared and presented, and the Assembly decided 
that it should be sent to the Governments with other 
documents in order that they might submit their 
observations with a view to discussion of the question 
at the Assembly of this year. The Women’s Committee 
was also asked to submit any further observations so 
that it is continuing in being.

Recently a group of women in Geneva have been 
carrying on active propaganda in favour of getting the 
Council to adopt a Resolution, the terms of which are 
given as follows in "Equal Rights, ” the organ of the 
National Woman’s Party of the U.S.A., which recently 
published an article on this question:

Whereas the Assembly has requested the Council 
to examine the possibility of increasing the collabora
tion of women in the work of the League of Nations 
in the field of peace and in other fields.

Whereas one of the essential bases for securing the 
collaboration of women is to give increased recogni
tion to women in the work of the League, and

Whereas there already exists under the auspices of 
the League a Women’s Consultative Committee 
charged with advising the League on the subject of 
the nationality of women in relation to the codi
fication of international law;

The Council Resolves, As one step toward carrying 
out the above recommendation of the Assembly, to 
broaden the scope of the Women’s Consultative Com- 
mittee on Nationality so as to enable the committee 
to deal with all matters in the field of the codification 
of international law that bear upon the status of 
women;

The Council also decides to make this Women’s 
Consultative Committee, as now constituted and 
organized, an official committee of the League of 
Nations, with all the attributes belonging to other 
official committees of the League.
It will be seen that the request is based on what is 

known as “The Spanish Resolution” adopted by the 
last Assembly with regard to increasing the collabora
tion of women in tlle work of the League of Nations, on 
which question the Alliance, together with the other 
women's international organisations has been asked to 
submit its views by July 1st. The Liaison Committee 
of nine of the Women’s International Organisations has 
been working for some time on this subject with a view 
to endeavouring to produce a joint memorandum to be 
signed by all its member organisations, so that we must 
regret any action at this moment which would appear 
in any way to forestall or prejudge the question in the 
interval. But since without going into that aspect of 
the matter, we know that it is possible that the actual 
question of this Nationality Committee may come up 
in the immediate future, it has been thought desirable 
to send to each Member of the Council of the League the 
following letter from the Alliance;

latoogessil
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Another very welcome piece of 
news is that by a Government 
Proclamation native women can

It is a very welcome by-product 
Conference.

555.)

Madame Aubey,
35, rue Jeanne d’Arc,

Orleans.

Geneva, March 14th, 1932.

Native Women 
in South Africa.

authority as men. 
of the work of the

The International Women’s Nationality 
Committee,

55, Berners Street, Room 36.
London, W.I.
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To Monsieur-----
Member of the Council of the League of Nations.

Knowing that the question has been brought to your 
attention, we venture to take the liberty of stating 
briefly the point of view of the International Alliance of 
Women for Suffrage and Equal Citizenship in regard to 
the question of extending the scope of the Women’s 
Consultative Committee on Women’s Nationality, and 
also of taking steps to give that Committee an official 
character.

Our Alliance, which is a union of 54 women’s societies 
in 44 countries, is in principle opposed to such a demand. 
We consider that by Article 7 of the Covenant, women 
have an inalienable right to form part of all the organ- 
isms of the League of Nations, and therefore to become, 
equally with men, members of all its Committees 
whenever women with the necessary qualifications for 
the particular questions involved are available.

What, therefore, we would ask is that whenever a 
question of direct interest to women comes before the 
League of Nations, women experts, equally with'men 
experts, should be appointed as members of the com
mittee or other body charged with the consideration of 
such a question. We consider, on the other hand, that 
to form a new body to deal with women's questions in 
general, or to extend the scope of the Nationality 
Committee in this direction, would be a backward 
step from the principles of the Covenant, by putting 
women in a separate, and therefore an inferior, category.

We desire to bring this definite statement of our 
attitude to your kind attention, and we have the honour 
to be, Sir,

Your obedient servants,
Margery I. Corbett Ashby, EMILIE GOURD, 

President, Secretary.

CONGRATULATIONS.
It is a matter of real satisfaction to learn that the 

distinguished member of the Alliance Board, Dr. 
Paulina Luisi, already a delegate of her Government 
to the Disarmament Conference, has been nominated 
as the chief delegate for Uruguay to the Air Committee 
of the Conference. Nor is that all, she was the only 
woman member, and a full Government delegate, of the 
Extraordinary Meeting of the League Assembly sum
moned to deal with the Sino-Japanese conflict. These 
are honours worthily awarded to a distinguished woman, 
and we congratulate Dr. Luisi and ourselves that one 
Government at least is able to make appointments on 
merit without distinction of sex.

NATIONALITY OF MARRIED WOMEN.
INTERNATIONAL PETITION OF CATHOLIC 

WOMEN.
Readers of Jus SUFFRAGII will be interested to know 

that an International Petition of Catholic men and 
women, affirming ' ‘ That a woman, whether married or 
unmarried, should have the same right as a man to 
retain or change her nationality,” is being circulated 
for presentation to the next Assembly of the League 
of Nations.

Signatures already obtained include those of such 
eminent ecclesiastics as the Archbishop of Birmingham, 
the Archbishop of Edinburgh, the Bishop of Orleans 
and 44 clergy of the City of Orleans and the Bishop of 
Pella; Don Luigi Sturzo of Italy, the Rt. Rev. Mgr. 
Joseph McMahon, the Rev. John M. Cooper, Professor 
of Anthropology at the Catholic University of America,
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the Rev. William Dillon, Dean of St. Joseph's Col- 
lege, Brooklyn, Dr. Peter Guilday, Professor of Church 
History at the Catholic University, and Father Elliott 
Ross, C. S.P., of U.S.A., the Rev. B. Padde, O. P., 
Provincial of Dominicans in France, the Rev. Father 
Bede Jarrett, O.P., Provincial of Dominicans in Great 
Britain, Father Vincent McNabb, O.P., Father 
Martindale, S. J., several Capuchins, Dominicans, 
Jesuits, Redemptorists, and many secular priests. 
Dem Gilbert Higgins, C. R. L., who collected the sig
natures of his Abbot and other members of his 
community, wrote: " Your Petition is one that should 
never have been required. May the Women's Petition 
succeed. ’ ’ Among the lay signatures are those of the 
Duchesse d’Uzes, the Countess of Iddesleigh, Mrs. 
Belloc Lowndes, Marie Gasquet, Professor and Mme. 
Paul Archambault, Mrs. Mary Norton, member of 
U.S.A. Congress and Mr. Wilfred Meynell.

We appeal to the Catholic readers of Jus SUFFRAGII 
of all nations to help to circulate the Petition, and send 
in their forms filled in by the end of May. Forms in 
English and German can be obtained from:

French copies from;

NOTES AND NEWS.
The Disarmament It is extremely satisfactory that 
Conference. the Bureau of the Disarmament

Conference decided to put on 
record the President’s declaration that “The best way 
of associating women with the work would be to appoint 
women as members of delegations to Assemblies or 
International Conferences. ’' This of course applies to 
the whole question of women’s co-operation in the 
League of Nations, which will be discussed later on in 
connection with the Resolution proposed by the Spanish 
Delegation to the last Assembly and adopted by the 
Assembly, that this question should be studied by the 
Council. But at the moment it arose on a suggestion to 
form a special commission of women to advise the 
Disarmament Conference, which was rejected. In 
addition to the above general recommendation, it was 
decided that any recommendations made by women’s 
organisations on the work of the Conference, should 
receive full consideration by the relevant committees. 
It does really look as if the Disarmament Conference 
does desirs women’s help and, marvellous to relate, 
sees clearly that that help can only be given effectively 
when it comes from women speaking with the same

now be freed from the control of their male relatives by 
the action of native Commissioners. Nothing could be. 
more effective as a first step in the emancipation of these 
women, and it is to be hoped that the power given to the 
Commissioners will be widely used, for that is the weak 
point. Women know only too well that where customs 
affecting women are concerned, administrators become 
extremely conscious of the difficulties and dangers of

interfering with native customs. They are not so timid 
when the sacred economic interests of the white race 
are concerned. However it is much if in the hardest 
cases; a native woman will in future have the possibility 
of owning property, which up to now she lias not had. 
The fruits of her labour have belonged without excep
tion to her father, uncle, brother or even son: Many 
of these women do resent their position and if only they 
are made aware of their new rights, they may be de
pended upon to use them.
Women in Local Women Mayors and Women Coun- 
Government, cillors are nowadays taken for 

granted, which is as it should be, 
but it is perhaps worth while noting that Dame Beatrix 
Lyall and Miss Agnes Dawson have just been elected as 
respectively Vice-Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the 
London Council Council. Another striking example 
of growing sex equality comes from the Royal Burgh of 
Renfrew in Scotland, where women hold three of the 
leading public offices, namely, the posts of registrar, 
public prosecutor and postmistress. Miss Catherine 
Harper, a woman lawyer, was chosen as public prosecu
tor by the unanimous vote of the town council.

Malta. The Report of the Malta Royal Commission, 
appointed to report on the constitutional 

position which has been causing a long controversy in 
that little Colony, states that it cannot in view of 
present conditions recommend that women should have 
the franchise. We do not know whether there is any 
organised suffrage movement in Malta, but it appears 
that the women presented a petition to the Commission 
asking for the suffrage. It is to be hoped that the Com
mission's statement will stimulate them to prepare a 
real campaign for the vote. Whatever conditions the 
Commission may have had it mind, it is certain that 
they affect women citizens no less than men.

A Woman Railway The recent visit to England of 
Chief. Anna Westergaard, to take part

in the Annual Meeting of the 
Open Door Council, aroused considerable interest in the 
Press. Miss Westergaard is the Assistant Manager of 
the Danish State Railways, a position which it is fairly 
safe to say is held by no other woman in the world. She 
began her service in the State Railways at the age of 17 
and has worked there for 32 years, successfully winning 
the right to sit for the same examinations as the men.

Apart from her unique position. Miss Westergaard 
is one of the best-known workers for the woman's 
movement in Denmark, and is also, it appears from a 
popular vote taken by the press, one of the most popular 
of Danish women. She has done much to help to win for 
Danish women the right to equal pay and opportunities 
in the State Service, and she is a member of Dansk 
Kvindesamfund, the Danish Auxiliary of the Alliance, 
Vice-President of the Danish Open Door. She finds 
time also to sit on the Municipal Council of Gentofte, 
and has twice contested a seat in Parliament as a candi- 
date of the Radical Party. Altogether she stands Out 
as a remarkable woman for her ability, her charm, and 
her apparently unlimited energy and zest for work inso 
many different fields.

LEAGUE OF NATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL 
LABOUR OFFICE.

. On April 4th the Traffic in Women and Children 
Committee will meet in Geneva. The following points 
on its Agenda specially concern women’s organisa- 
tions. The question of the repatriation of foreign 
prostitutes, a question discussed last year, and on 
which the Alliance Board Member, Dr. Paulina Luisi, 
who is the Government representative of Uruguay, 
will present a Report. It will be remembered that a

proposal, was made for the compulsory repatriation of 
these unfortunate women which roused unanimous 
protest from women’s organisations. We know that 
in Dr. Luisi’s Report we shall find the ideals of justice 
and equality in the standard of morals well upheld. 
Then the Secretariat will present a report on the 
employment of women police.

On April 9th follows the meeting of the Child Welfare 
Committee, on which the women’s international 
organisations are represented by Mlle. Gourd. The 
Committee will deal with the questions of illegitimate 
children, children's courts, and other matters.

The International Labour Conference will meet on 
April 12th, with three main points on its Agenda as 
follows: Abolition of fee-charging Employment 
Agencies (first discussion); Invalidity, old-age and 
widows' and orphans’ pensions (second discussion); 
Age for admission of children to nori-industrial occupa
tions (second discussion). All these questions, of 
course, affect women equally with men. It is greatly 
to be hoped that with regard to the last question, no 
suggestions will be adopted which would tend to 
encourage special provisions for girls. There must be 
many occupations where a handicap as to the age at 
which practical experience may begin would affect the 
participation of women all through their careers.

REVIEW.
Woman and Society, by Meyrick Booth. (George 

Allen & Unwin, 40, Museum Street, London. 8s. 6d.)

This book was first published in 1929, and is an 
attempt to show that the woman’s movement, while 
it may have done a valuable work in breaking down 
many unnecessary barriers against women’s fuller 
participation in social and economic life, has produced 
a confusion which urgently requires attention if the 
relations between the Sexes are to lead to really fruitful 
co-operation.

The assumption is that there are fundamental and 
deeply rooted differences between men and women 
which will forever make it necessary for them to play 
different roles in life. Several chapters are devoted to 
the study of these differences and to proving that they 
are indeed so fundamental that the common humanity 
which the sexes must be allowed to share is but a small 
part of their make-up. Women, it is true, share to a 
small extent in the possession of brains, but otherwise 
all the important qualities belong to men, balanced by 
something rather mysterious in the way of tenderness, 
intuition, etc.

The whole meaning of the book rests on the acceptance 
of this assumption. For an assumption it is since, 
in spite of all the scientific studies which Mr. Booth 
calls in evidence—and we always do wonder on what 
material such studies are based—he himself falls back 
on the '' thousands of years’ ’ in which men and women 
have in fact been differentiated rather by the nature of 
their lives than by real organic differences. It is, after 
all, one of the claims of the woman’s movement that 
we do not know what sex differences really are, just 
because of that long period when occupational and 
mental differences were enforced. If we find, as we do 
find, that when women get the chance to do some of the 
things which men have kept them from doing, they do 
them surprisingly well, are we not justified in supposing 
that it must be because they are more alike in their 
powers than had been supposed? And may we not 
claim that the experiment so recently begun should be 
continued, even at the cost of some growing pains for 
both of the sexes which make up society? Indeed, Mr. 
Booth, while deprecating the giving of a similar 
education to boys and girls, graciously says that if a
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girl specially desires to follow some profession which 
he regards as masculine, she should not be forcibly 
debarred, but only as an exception should we train a. 
few specially gifted girls and '' the girls’ schools must 
not be run in the interests of these exceptions. ’ ’ How 
the poor exceptions are to get their chance is not 
shown.

The author gibes at feminists for being illogical in 
saying fest that sex differences are negligible, and then 
that they are so fundamental that they will take care 
of themselves and need not be artificially emphasised. 
What, in fact, feminists mean is that a great number 
of so-called sex differences are artificial, and that all 
that are real will emerge safely from the process of 
clearing away the jungle of false ideas which has grown 
up on this subject. Is this not more logical than his 
own contention which is that these differences are so 
fundamentaland eternal that if we are not very 
careful we shall obliterate them and then be sorry !

Put briefly, and I hope not unfairly, the contention 
is that women by their efforts at freeing themselves are 
bringing nothing new into society, since they claim 
always the things and the ways of men, and that, 
owing to the vast differences between the sexes, the 
only logical arrangement is to divide the world up into 
a woman’s section and a man's section. Women are 
to do the housework and the feeding, the nursing and 
the care of children, sewing, teaching (strictly con
trolled so that it shall not become a female monopoly), 
social work, some agriculture, art in all its forms if the 
poor creatures can ever hope to show any ability, etc. 
And medicine. This is instructive when we remember 
how, not so very long ago, women had to fight and 
endure insult of every kind in order to be allowed to 
perform what is now quite a ‘.'womanly' ’ piece of work. 
Men are to be engineers, miners, sailors, bankers, 
accountants, and civil servants. And the reason is 
that nature has laid it down that not individual taste 
and capacity, but sex determines aptitude! And still, 
somehow, in this world where all the controlling 
positions are held by men, women are to bring in and 
make felt that purely feminine point of view!

Mr. Booth often has the word ‘' evolution” on his 
lips. Surely it is a little dangerous to appeal to evolu
tion when desiring to lay down a hard and fast plan for 
the future of the position of the sexes. The worst of 
evolution is that it will go on evolving, and if that long 
process can ever be watched at work, some of us think 
we can see it shaping women. .

K. B.

NEWS IN BRIEF.
Greece. It is reported that women failed to record 

their votes in any appreciable numbers when 
they had their first opportunity to do so in a municipal 
election in Piraeus. If this is so, it is still no argument 
against woman suffrage, since it appears that the whole 
poll was below the statutory minimum.

India. ' An attempt to get the Sarda Child Marriage
Act repealed on the ground that it is practi

cally a dead letter failed in tile Council of State in 
Delhi. The Home Secretary stated that even if few 
cases were brought, it was a visible protest against 
social abuses.

Mrs. Srivastava has introduced a Bill into the Legis- 
lative Council of the United Provinces to provide for 
the inclusion of women in local bodies.

It is announced that the first policewoman in India 
has been appointed in Allahabad.

Ireland. After all there are two women in the new
Free State Parliament, Mrs. Reynolds 

having been elected for Sligo-Leitrim in the Govern
ment interest. She is the widow of the candidate who 
was killed during his election campaign.

Women It appears that at least three countries 
Shipowners, can claim shipowning firms run by 

women, America, England and Ger
many. We know that women are now able to enter the 
marine service in many countries, so that it looks as if 
even the Sea, surely regarded as a very masculine 
domain, will some day be ruled by both sexes. .

Great Britain. It is stated that as a result of the 
increased work caused by tariffs in 

the Customs and Excise Department the ban on the 
employment of women is to be lifted- Perhaps we 
shall hear no more of the unsuitability, and indeed 
impossibility, of women being expected to poke about 
in coal bunkers, etc. After all a woman can wash her 
face as well, if not better, than a man, and it is difficult 
to believe that a woman’s courage and strength will not 
suffice for this work; which has certainly been per- 
formed by women in France, and probably elsewhere, 
for a long time.

Miss Walls is the first woman to be appointed since 
the end of the War to the control of a big Labour 
Exchange, Shoreditch, for both sexes..

The Archbishops of Canterbury and York have 
appointed a commission to consider the question of the 
Ministry of Women in the Church of England. There 
are four women members.

, । Mrs.Eugenie Strong, C. B.E.a well-known 
archaeologist and historian has been elected an honorary 
member of the Accademia di San Luca in Rome, She 
is the only woman member at present, though a few 
women have been elected in the past. The Academy 
was founded in the fourteenth century.

Japan. It is reported that for the first time in Japan, 
women police are to start work this month.

Hawaii. A public meeting in Honolulu adopted a 
Resolution asking for the appointment of 

women police.

Spain. Victoria Kent, a member of the Cortes, and
Director of the Prison Administration, is 

establishing women’s sections in all Spanish prisons, 
which are to be in charge of women warders, specially 
trained for this work on modern lines.

U.S.A. The National Academy of Science has for the 
first time'awarded the Henry Draper Medal 

to a woman, Annie J. Cannon, for notable work in 
connection with astronomical physics.

Mexico. Mexican women are claiming the right to 
vote in the next elections. They believe 

that the constitution and laws do not prohibit women 
from voting, and they propose to ignore a decision 
taken by a special Congress of Governors of the States 
that women should not be allowed to vote.

Canada. In the recent municipal elections a larger 
number of women than ever before were 
elected to Municipal Councils, Boards of 

Education and other important offices. The National 
Council of Women is carrying on a campaign to 
interest women in what may be called both the theory 
and practice of municipal government.

REPORTS FROM AUXILIARIES.
CEYLON.

The Women’s Political Union of Ceylon held its 
fourth Annual Meeting on February 27th, when a new 
President, Mrs. Aserappa, was elected in place of the 
retiring President, Mrs. Wijeyekoon, who has done so 
much good work for the Union. The Report presented 
to the meeting records the first occasion on which 
women have exercised their vote for the State Council 
and the election of the first woman Councillor. The 
membership is- increasing and the programme for the 
future includes agitation for the grant of municipal and 
local government franchise, which curiously enough 
has not yet been granted to women, and many practical 
measures for social reform.

THE NEW CZECHOSLOVAKIAN LAW WITH 
REGARD TO WOMEN’S RIGHTS IN QUESTIONS 

OF GUARDIANSHIP.
As a consequence of the evolution of our public life, 

which permits a wife to work in important public 
functions without the special permission of her husband, 
married women will no longer need their husbands’ 
authority to act as guardians. The legal right of the 
mother will be widely extended: when the father dies 
the guardianship naturally falls to the mother, and 
even if the father has made a will against her guardian- 
ship the Court is not bound to accept that and may still 
nominate the mother as guardian; whatever the terms 
of the father’s will, no other person has this right. If 
the father of a minor child dies, the Court has the right 
to give the widow complete parental authority, or to 
nominate her as guardian. In the first case she has 
complete control over the child’s education and the 
management of its property, and in the second case she 
exercises the same rights, though under the direction 
of the Board of Control of the Court of Guardianship. 
It is left to the Court of Law to decide whether a husband 
shall be the trustee of his minor wife’s fortune, and in 
cases where the marriage is dissolved before the wife 
reaches majority the husband ceases to be her trustee.

RUTH TONI KEINDL.

EGYPT.
In the "Egyptienne” for February there is a very 

interesting article on the School for Professional and 
Domestic Training which has been built by the Union 
F^ministe Egyptienne. In 1924 a workshop and 
dispensary were established, which led to the idea of 
establishing the present important centre. By means 
of Fancy Fairs and by the help of the public and of 
many sympathisers, the present imposing building 
has been built and will shortly be opened. Girls will 
be taught various manual trades, and also cooking, 
laundry work, and all sorts of domestic arts. There 
will also be classes in hygiene, child welfare, domestic 
economy, civics, so as to build up good citizens no 
fess than capable workers. A three years’ course is 
contemplated, and the last year will be devoted to 
specialised training in whatever branch of work the 
pupil has shown special aptitude, including typing and 
shorthand. It is hoped that in this way the school will 
turn out young women well-equipped tomake careers 
for themselves in many different fields.

There will be a shop where the work done by the 
pupils will be sold and where the pupils may learn to 
serve refreshments, etc.

The new building will also include the offices of the 
Union and a fine conference hall for lectures, etc. As 
a means of augmenting the income necessary to carry 

on this great work, it is proposed to organise classes 
where young girls of richer families may get specialised 
training.

The above brief account will show what a vast piece 
of work the Alliance Auxiliary in Egypt has under
taken, and we congratulate the Union and its President, 
Mme. Charaoui Pasha, on the courage, faith and 
generosity which have carried them to the accom- 
plishment of this noble beginning, and wish them a 
great success in the future of their enterprise.

DENMARK.
The housekeeping movement in Denmark has at 

last won official recognition, as the State has now 
appointed the Housekeeping Committee so long desired. 
This milestone is also a victory for the Dansk Kvinde- 
samfund, which was the first organisation to urge that 
women should have better education for their work as 
housewives and mothers. Specialised Housekeeping 
Associations have carried on this work during the past 
10-15 years and now the Minister for Home Affairs, 
Herr Dahlgaard, has invited women interested in the 
development of the home to work in his Ministry 
with a view to obtaining better commodities; in short 
a similar experiment is being done for Housekeeping as 
that which has been carried on in recent years for the 
benefit of agriculture.

This year, however, the work of the Committee will 
probably be mostly of a preparatory nature, that is to 
say enquiring into what is already being done in the 
different laboratories, and deciding whether any of 
these could be enlarged or whether there perhaps 
should be a State Housekeeping,-Laboratory. For the 
present the main idea is to centralise all the knowledge 
already collected on the subject of commodities, and 
then, bit by bit, to spread this knowledge among the 
people, and so effect improved conditions in economy 
and public health.

Kvinden og Samfwndet.

FRANCE.
At least there is plenty of activity in the suffrage 

world in France at the moment. In the Chamber of 
Deputies, M. Mandel, Chairman of the Universal 
Suffrage Committee, states that it has been decided to 
re-introduce, as an alternative bill, the text recently 
adopted by the Chamber and rejected by the Senate 
suppressing the second ballot and introducing woman 
suffrage and compulsory voting. Secondly, M. Proust 
has proposed an amendment to a Bill for giving sailors 
the right to vote by proxy, to the effect that such 
proxies may be the wife, mother, daughter or sister of 
the voter; provided that they have a common domicile. 
I he women’ s societies are asking that the last qualifica
tion should be, altered to read " provided that they 
reside in the same constituency. ’'

In the Senate M. Louis Martin has proposed the 
consideration separately by the Senate of the second 
Article of the Bill referred to above as rejected, which 
deals solely with woman suffrage. He also secured at 
long last the fixing of a date by the Senate for the 
discussion of this question so long delayed by the 
Rapporteur of the Suffrage Committee of the Senate, 
M. Hery. This discussion, however, never took place, 
because M. Hery, though he had reluctantly agreed, 
found it impossible to attend the Senate on that day! 
His colleagues, in order to meet his convenience, voted 
to postpone the discussion till June 21st. So the 
extraordinary farce goes on.
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In the meantime a bill has been deposited in the 
Senate to give women the right to have a special 
electoral register on which they will vote for the 
election of women assessors to sit on municipal councils 
with deliberative powers only. The Bill has been sent 
to Committee, but our readers will learn without 
surprise that French suffragists do not regard it as even 
a legitimate step in the direction of woman suffrage, 
but as a sop destined to keep them quiet. But, indeed, 
it appears more like the offer of a stone to the starving 
than even the smallest genuine crumb of bread.

Unfortunately, the Senate has had a further oppor- 
tunity of demonstrating its anti-feminist tendencies 
when discussing the Bill to enable women to become 
solicitors and notaries. ' It is true that the Bill was not 
rejected, but was sent back to Committee, but in the 
course of discussion some very cheap and undignified 
arguments were used, many of them too futile for 
mention, but one of which, equally futile indeed, has 
been taken up by the press of other countries. The 
Senator in question appears to have brought forward 
that old bogey that women cannot keep a secret. And 
yet women in France are, and have been for many years, 
barristers and doctors. Is discretion not required in 
those professions? But the more serious arguments 
against the Bill appear to have afforded some grounds 
for a failure to pass it in its present form. They were 
three: that a woman could not perform the functions 
in question without the authority of her husband; that 
a notary has pecuniary responsibility which in the case 
of a married woman would be greatly limited by her 
status under French law; lastly, as a married woman 
has to have the domicile of her husband, what would 
happen if he decided to change his residence. Mme. 
Grinberg deals' with these points in an article in “La 
Franfaise,” and notes that all these objections apply 
solely to the married woman and would not apply to 
single women desiring to adopt these careers. But 
obviously the law cannot and must not distinguish 
between women, married or unmarried, and while we 
may hope that a way may be found to make this par
ticular bill meet the difficulties enumerated, what 
seems most clearly to arise from the debate is the 
urgent necessity of amending the code so as to remove 
all the disabilities from which married women suffer in 
France. At present under the law a woman may not 
have a banking account, get a passport or open any 
kind of business without the consent of her husband. 
If in practice these restrictions press lightly on most 
women, because custom is often better than the law, 
the discussion on this Bill shows how they may still be 
used as arguments, and valid arguments, against other 
reforms. • ' — — ' . .

In a later debate a Bill for making women eligible 
for posts as registrars (greffiers) was rejected after much 
the same undignified debate. The French Senate is 
filling the cup of legitimate resentment to the brim.

THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN GERMANY 
AND WOMEN'S POLITICAL WORK.

The Presidential Elections in Germany on March 13th 
have caused a stir beyond our own country. Indeed it 
has been a day of the greatest significance, and few of 
us will forget the night when we listened for the last 
results until about 2 in the morning.

As is generally known, the first poll was not decisive,, 
as an absolute majority is required and the votes given 
for Reichsprasident von Hindenburg fell short of it by 
about 200,000 votes. The second poll on April ioth, 
however, only requires a relative majority, and as the 
next favoured candidate, Herr Adolf Hitler, got over 
7 million votes less than President von Hindenburg the 
final election of the latter is considered a certainty.

In countries with a proportional system an election 
that has as its object not a more er less anonymous list 
but a living, a conspicuous person, must create an 
exceptional excitement. The last presidential elections 
in 1925, when Generalfeldmarshall von Hindenburg 
was elected President, roused the German population 
greatly. This time it was even more so, as is proved 
by file participation of 85% to 89% of the population. 
The election of ’25 was a decided " woman’s election” ; 
in many districts men and women had to use different 
ballot boxes, and everywhere the percentage of women’s 
votes for von Hindenburg was the higher. This time 
we have not heard of any similar experiment, but we 
may conjecture that the circumstances have not altered. 
Many women took part in the election propaganda for 
Hindenburg, which was carried on not by parties but 
by wide circles of the population. The chief Coni’ 
mittee in Berlin ,for instance, consisted, among others, 
of Gertrud Baumer, Helene Weber, Agnes von Zahn- 
Harnack and Dorothee von Velsen. Local committees 
in every town invited women to join—we noted with 
pleasure the work of our local branches.

Besides President von Hindenburg and Herr Hitler, 
put forward by his own Fascist Party, Herr Diisterberg, 
candidate of the Deutsch-Nationale Volkspartei (con- 
servatives) and Herr Thalmann, candidate of the 
Communists, stood for election. The latter will have 
had a fair support from women and his Party made it a 
principle to let women help considerably in their 
propaganda work. Herr Diisterberg’s Party, reserving 
its forces for the coming Prussian elections, put little 
vigour into the preparations, and we have not noticed 
one woman in public activity. Herr Hitler has; as is 
well known, a great number of women adherents, 
which is strange enough considering the fact that his 
programme deprives women not only of all public 
rights, but also of professional work, and assigns them 
a very modest plaice in private and family life. As the 
result of intense, well calculated propaganda, which, 
however, keeps those points in the background, the 
National-Socialist movement has gained tremendous 
support also from women, who hope that a complete 
change of system will lessen unemployment, lower 
taxes and improve our international position. Accord
ing to party principles, no woman was allowed to 
speak in public, but we may be sure they worked 
strenuously in private for their convictions.

The presidential elections must be regarded as a link 
in the present inner development of Germany. The 
elections for the Prussian, Bavarian and some other 
diets, due on April 24th, will help to give a closer 
image of the political mind. The economic stress, the 
disappointment in questions of disarmament, and the 
generally disquieting atmosphere throughout the world 
answer for the tendency towards extremes, in the face of 
which it is not an easy task to steer democracy safely 
intoport. ।

D. von Velsen.

GREAT BRITAIN.
The rapid growth of the National Union of Societies 

for Equal Citizenship was forcibly demonstrated by the 
presence at the Council Meeting, held in London from 
March 9th to 11th, of the record number of 300 Dele- 
gates, representing 132 Societies from all over Great 
Britain. This recent growth of the National Union 
through the development of the Townswomen s Guild 
Movement, coupled with the increasing need for special 
watchfulness over women’s freedom, led the Executive 
Committee to propose a resolution which was carried, 
providing that in future the work of the N/U.S.E. C. 

should be divided between two separate organisations.
The National Union of Guilds for Citizenship, 

as the Union is now to be called, will concentrate 
entirely on the education of women as citizens, 
having as its object the first part of the old object of 
the N.U.S.E.C., viz.

“To encourage the education of women to enable 
them as citizens to make their best contribution 
towards the common good.
A separate organisation, to be called, The 

National Council for Equal Citizenship was set 
up to carry out the second part of the old object, 
viz.:—

' ‘ To obtain all such reforms as are necessary to 
secure a real equality of liberties, status and oppor- 
tunities between men and women.

This Council will work for a feminist, political pro- 
gramme on the lines of the former N.U.S.E.C. Both 
aspects of the work until now carried out by the 
N.U.S.E.C. will, it is believed, benefit by these 
fundamental changes in organisation.

Mrs. Corbett Ashby was elected President of the 
National Union of Guilds for Citizenship, and Lady 
Cynthia Colville as Hon. President; while Miss 
Rathbone, M.P., is to be Hon. President of the National 
Council for Equal Citizenship, with Mrs. Hubback as 
President.

It was with the very greatest pride and pleasure that 
the Council welcomed its President, Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, who had obtained a few days' leave from the 
Disarmament Conference especially for the Council 
Meeting. Mrs. Corbett Ashby had experienced at 
Geneva the value of and the great need for educated 
public opinion, and she inspired the Societies within 
the National Union to extend their work as widely as 
possible, while the National Council for Equal Citizen- 
ship should go forward in the vanguard of the women’s 
movement.

As can be imagined, the main time of the Council was 
taken up with a discussion of the constitutional changes 
and the adoption of constitutions for the two new 
Societies. Urgency resolutions on Disarmament and 
War in the Far East were most ably moved by Miss 
K. D. Courtney, and passed unanimously. Other 
subjects discussed included Local Government, Hous
ing, Women Police and Maternity and Child Welfare.

The Public Luncheon at the Criterion Restaurant 
was again a most successful feature of the Council 
Meeting. On this occasion the women Members of 
Parliament, so many of whom axe new friends to the 
Women’s Movement, were the guests of honour. Lady 
Cynthia Colville presided, Lady Astor and Miss Megan 
Lloyd-George each giving delightfully characteristic 
speeches; while the six new members present each 
responded briefly on being introduced to the company 
of nearly 400.

G.H.

INDIA.
It is late in the day to write about the Sixth All India 

Women’s Conference on Educational and Social 
Reform, which actually took place in Madras at the 
beginning of January. But no account has reached us 
until now and we feel that this Conference is too im
portant to pass by without notice. There were over 
150 delegates from all the Provinces of India, women 
of many races and many religions, but the Resolutions 
adopted show how fully they were united on a great 
variety of important questions affecting women. It is 
very striking to see how quite apart from reforms in 
the direction of greater educational facilities for women, 
and the abolition of customs which bear hardly on 
them, the feeling of solidarity comes to the fore. For 
instance, the Conference advocated the gradual aboli
tion of separate schools for different denominations or 

communities or castes, and that caste distinction in 
application forms for admission into educational 
institutions should be discontinued. And again, the 
Conference condemned the practice of untouchability. 
It is impossible not to feel as one read's these Resolu
tions, all so sound in principle and so moderate in 
tone, that if the women of India had had in the past, 
or could now obtain, the power to deal with the 
problems of their country which they should possess, 
very many of those problems would find a wise and 
speedy solution.

IRELAND.
The Married Woman Teacher.

Further protests against the enforcement of resigna
tion oil the marriage of women teachers have been made 
by the Belfast branch of the Irish National School 
Teachers’ Organisation and by the Belfast Women’s 
Advisory Council. At a recent meeting in Dublin, Miss 
Christ it ch, B.A., Recording Secretary of the Inter- 
national Council of Women, pointed out that in Jugo
slavia there was no marriage bar, either in the Civil 
Service or in the teaching profession. In an address 
on Married Women under the Law, given at a meeting 
of the Belfast Women Citizens Union on March nth, 
Miss Dora Mellone pointed out that all the world seemed 
to be suffering from two dangerous fallacies. The 
first was that any difficulty, economic or otherwise could 
be solved by a policy of prohibition. Everywhere 
Governments were seeking to remedy economic depres
sion by stoppage of imports, regardless of the obvious 
fact that if nobody bought anything, no one could sell 
anything. Import duties and prohibition of imports 
might be necessary, but were no permanent remedy 
for present conditions.

Another fallacy was involved in the tendency,,, one of 
the results of the long continued depression, to test any 
suggested action by its effect on the unemployment 
register. For example, if unemployment existed in 
the teaching profession, the immediate polity was to 
dismiss married women teachers. The teaching pro
fession exists for the sake of the children, not as a means 
for employing the ‘ ‘ superfluous young woman’ ’ and that 
woman who has the rare and precious gifts needed for 
successful teaching should be retained be she married or 
single.

OBITUARY.
At the moment of going to press, we have learnt 

with the deepest regret of the death of Mrs. Corbett, 
the mother of the President of the Alliance. We offer 
Mrs. Ashby our deepest sympathy, and we feel sure 
that this loss will be felt by all who had the privilege 
of knowing Mrs. Corbett.

WOMEN AND THE BANKS.
Before the War, the idea of women holding any posi- 

tion, however inferior, in the banking world of Great 
Britain was looked upon with distrust and disfavour. 
It is true that one private bank, whose methods differed 
in many respects from the usual banking system, 
had opened a special department for women and in
stalled a woman manager. But this was regarded in 
banking circles as one more proof that these methods 
were unsound and when, some time after the War, the 
bank failed, the fact that it had been so unorthodox 
as to appoint a woman to a position of command was 
frequently quoted as a proof of its instability.
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But during the War, a change had taken place in the 
attitude of the banks towards the employment of women. 
It is true that the honest opinion of most bank directors 
and managers on the question of taking women into their 
employ was “Needs must where the Devil drives!” 
They did not like the idea.; they regarded it as one of 
the horrid necessities imposed upon them by the War. 
They felt it was a most dangerous step. Were women 
to. be trusted not to talk about the affairs of the Bank 
in public? Would the customers take offence at the 
idea of women knowing anything of their private affairs ? 
Could women stand the strain of the long hours of work, 
inevitable in a bank clerk’s life ? These were, all serious 
questions which could only be solved by experiment.

it was- therefore a pleasant surprise to , the banking 
authorities to find that no catastrophe followed on the 
admission of women to batiks. The women were con- 
scientious, hard-working, accurate, ambitious. They 
attacked even the dullest tasks with zest and made up 
for their lack of experience by their energy and appli- 
cation. The authorities felt that their dangerous 
experiment had turned out far better than they expected, 
but the situation still had its dangers. Owing, to the 
shortage of men, women were beginning to do important 
work in the banks; it was no longer possible to confine 
their energies to those tasks usually performed by the 
Junior male clerks. It was necessary that they should 
become ledger-clerks, cashiers and even under-account
ants. For the sake of the work they must be employed 
in these positions; but it would never do for the women 
themselves to imagine they were indispensable. So the 
simplest method of impressing upon women that they 
are only permitted to compete with men in the labour 
market on sufference was at once put into force. In- 
structions were given that whatever position a woman 
occupied, her pay was never to rise above a certain 
sum. This amount differed in the various banks but 
agreed in the main point that it was always lower than 
the corresponding pay for a man.

It must be remembered that in those days, there was 
no form of organisation among the employes of banks 
whereby their point of view could be brought before the 
authorities and concerted action taken. The Bank 
Officers’ Guild was not formed till the War was over and 
in its early days did not admit of the inclusion of women. 
This however was admitted to be a flagrant inj ustice and 
it is to the credit of the men of all grades of the banking 
world that they hastened to remedy it by the inclusion 
of women at the earliest opportunity. But by that 
time the mischief was done. For four years women had 
done the same work as men, had occupied superior 
positions to some of their male fellow employes, had 
been acknowledged as useful and important members 
of the bank staffs, but had accepted a lower scale of 
pay in all- ranks and the idea had become so deeply 
rooted both in the minds of the women themselves and 
of their employers that no attempt was made to eradi
cate it.

After the War, the position changed again. When 
women had been first admitted to banks, many of the 
men with whom they worked had no more experience 
than themselves of banking methods. Men had been 
taken in from other offices to fill the places of those who 
were serving in the Forces and these men had accepted 
the promotion of women without much consideration 
of its effect on their own prospects. What they had to 
fear was the return of the experienced bank clerk and 
their own consequent dismissal as less competent to 
hold important positions. But it was a different 
matter for the men who returned to find women in posi- 
lions of authority which they felt would have been 
theirs if they had not been obliged to leave their work in 
order to serve their country. The women agreed in the 
main with this point of view. They had for the most 
part considered themselves as only replacing the men
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who had gone to the War and many women retired 
altogether from bank service on the return of the clerks 
whose places they had filled.

Economic factors, however, made it imperative that 
many women should continue to earn their own living 
after the war and those who had already gained four 
years experience in banking felt justly that they had 
found the work for which they were suited and must 
continue in it. The employment of women in banks 
was no longer considered merely a temporary expedient 
and girls fresh from school were anxious to take up this 

, form of work. They entered the banks by .the same 
methods as their male contemporaries. They were 
required to produce evidence of a certain standard of 
education and to pass entrance examinations. These 
requirements had in most cases not been exacted from 
the women taken in during the War, but now women 
and men were entering banks by exactly the same 
methods.

Once again, grave doubts arose in the minds of those 
in authority. If women were to enter the banks on 
exactly the same terms as men, how was it to be ensured 
that women should not in the end become such import- 
ant factors that they might actually be controlling the 
economic power of the world? They had shown them- 
selves surprisingly adaptable and intelligent. But it 
was not to be thought of for a single instant that they 
should ever be permitted to have a real voice in con- 
trolling the financial system of their country. To safe- 
guard against this danger, two courses must be taken at 
once. It must be laid down firmly that the scale of pay 
for women should always be inferior to that for men; 
and it must be understood tacitly that women must not 
be given the same opportunities for promotion, to the 
higher branches of banking work as men. It was, of 
course, impossible to make an open declaration of the 
latter policy,, but itwas a simple matter to arrange that 
it should be carried put.

Why did the women accept this state of things? 
Chiefly because it was impossible for them to prevent it. 
Their numbers were so relatively small in comparison to 
those of the men, that their voice in the Bank Officers’ 
Guild was but feeble. They had no other means of 
combination and they were still so new to the career that 
they felt a certain diffidence in making their claims felt. 
But as time went on a certain quality of resentment 
began to arise among them. The example of women in 
other countries showed that it was possible for women to 
hold important posts in banks, to receive the same pay 
as men, to take their share in solving the financial 
problems of their country by their ability and acumen. 
In the United States of America, women had a very 
definite position in the banking world. They were 
managers, and directors, they had a voice in controlling 
the policy of the corporations they served. In Poland, 
Madame Anna Paradowska-Szelagowska had been 
appointed manager of one of the most important banks in 
Warsaw. In Holland, MissClara Miejers was in com- 
plete charge of the women’s department of a bank with a 
high,reputation in International banking circles: All 
over the world, women were acknowledged to be valu- 
able members of banking staffs and in many countries 
.given every opportunity to advance in their career, but 
British women were kept back and hindered in every 
possible way, despite the fact that nobody attempted to 
deny their usefulness.

To take a case in point. A woman entered a pro- 
minent English bank in 1914, being then about 21 
years of age. She worked hard and obtained promo
tion to one of its principal London branches. ’ From 
there, she was sent, when it was considered that she had 
obtained sufficient experience, to take up work in a 
smaller London branch where more work was demanded 
of each individualclerk. The manager, quickly 
recognising her ability, gave her every opportunity
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of mastering the more intricate portions of the work, 
and she soon attained a knowledge which, had she 
been a man, would have raised her to the position 
of accountant, with the prospect of a managership in 
due course. But she was given clearly to understand 
that this advancement could never come to a woman. 
One day, an inspector came to the bank and as he went 
through the various departments, he found that out of 
a staff of twelve men and four women (excluding the 
Manager) only the woman in question had any grasp 
of all the different aspects of the work and was able to 
take up work in any department at a moment’s notice. 
The inspector complimented her on her thorough grasp 
of the different forms of work, but added: "What a 
pity you are not a man ! I should have been so pleased 
to recommend you for promotion, but of course there is 
no chance of a woman being appointed accountant.
When she asked why this would be impossible, he 
replied: ‘ ‘ But then a woman might expect to become a 
manager and of course that would be impossible." 
It was the same state of things that stood in the way of 
her advancement : a woman may be the most valuable 
member of a bank staff, but she must not hope for any 
proper recognition of her services for fear that women 
should obtain a too important position in the economic 
world.

What is the remedy for this state of things? At 
present, as far as Great Britain is concerned, the only 
hope seems to lie in the work of the Bank Officers 
Guild, which is making some attempt to see justice 
done and has appointed a woman organiser to champion 
the cause of women in banks. But the proportion of 
women to men in the Guild is still a small one and 
though the women on the Guild are waging a gallant 
fight, the odds against them are almost overwhelming. 
At present, banking may be a profession for women, 
but it is not a career. Yet there is no apparent 
reason why it should not be a career in which women 
should be peculiarly successful. Public opinion needs 
arousing on this matter. If shareholders and cus
tomers of banks would but lay aside their prejudices 
and declare themselves in favour of equal pay and 
equal opportunities of advancement for men and 
women in banking, the opposition of directors and 
Boards of Management would soon be swept away and 
it is possible that the world would benefit enormously 
financially.

This article may be considered perhaps too exclusively 
British to be interesting from the international point 
of view. But if women in other countries who have 
experience of the efforts of women to make their way in 
the banking profession would give their views a com
plete and important survey of the position of women 
in banking all over the world might be obtained.

Ex-Bank Clerk.

THE REACTION OF CHINESE WOMEN 
TO THE AWAKENING OF CHINA.

To reveal the gigantic drama which has lain hidden 
in that far, mysterious world of China for many thou
sands of years', would be a tale to tell immeasurably 
beyond the scope of this short article,, but here is a 
thumb-nail sketch of the life of the Chinese woman 
to-day as she emerges from her hidden past. To get 
a sense of movement into the picture, we must look 
back at China as she was before 1911, when the revolu
tion broke out.

Then, woman lived in a world separated from man 
as though in a water-tight compartment. Her place 
was essentially in the home; the family was her stand
ard of value. The training of her whole personality 
was directed exclusively towards family life, the
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education of her sons, or, if she had none, then those 
boys within the family circle whom she was expected to 
adopt—with due and proper ceremony—and bring up 
as her sons: No girl ever went to school; she was 
educated at home by her parents and taught penman
ship, poetry, the classics, embroidery, music. Always, 
at all times, the inviolable sanctity of the home was 
ever impressed upon the sensitive, childish, girl-mind 
and a reverence for the parents was inculcated. When 
the young girl was about 16 years of age, a suitable 
husband was chosen for her, generally a youth from 
about 18 to 25 years of age, whose acquaintance she 
was only permitted to make at the time of the actual 
ceremony.

Into this quiet atmosphere of submissive women, 
bearing with sweet passivity and stoicism the iron 
yoke of tradition and convention, broke the smoulder- 
ing discontent of the Chinese man-world; raging at the 
corrupt Manchurian monarchy, which had fastened 
like a parasite upon them for the last 380 years. The 
flame of racial feeling now burst forth, caught at the 
barriers of the woman’s world, and now the new factor 
of woman entered the lists. Many stirring and 
romantic stories could be told of the stupendous feats 
of women during these tragic times. The famous 
Soong sisters who had received their education in 
America, are even spoken of as the Soong dynasty by 
Chinese. One sister became private secretary to Dr. 
Sun Yat Sen, the Founder of the Chinese Republic, 
and afterwards married him. Three years after he 
died in 1924, Madame Sun published a Manifesto to the 
Government disapproving of the revolutionary move- 
merit and making a call to order, which had a widespread 
influence and effect. Another sister married President 
Chiang Kai Shek, and a third, Dr. Kung, a descendant 
of Confuscius: these were no prosaidy arranged '" mar- 
iag.es de convenance,' ’ but were the dynamic union of 
the eternal feminine seeking and finding her lawful 
mate. Another great woman who blazed a trail for 
Freedom was Tsiuchin ; she was very active during the 
revolution, and tried to bomb the Governor of Manchu, 
afterwards suffering for her patriotism by execution. 
She recalls an echo from 2000 years back in Chinese 
history, when a girl called Molan enlisted as soldier to 
replace her fallen father and, like Jeanne d'Arc of 
France, strove to drive the invading hordes of Tartars 
from Chinese soil.

Even as the world itself, through infinite strife, is 
gradually welding together in one organic whole, so 
the emancipation of woman goes forward in China, 
bringing women into the arena of every expression of 
public life. Women are now serving in shops, in 
schools, they have the right of choice in marriage, and 
since 1930, they have equal rights with men to possess 
property. Dr. Soumei Tschang, who received her 
education in France, was chosen President of the Mixed 
Court at Shanghai, and is now practising as a lawyer 
with great success in that town. Indeed, since the 
flood-gates of Freedom are opened, it is hard to say to 
what heights Chinese women may not rise, since they 
react on a world of men who have for thousands of years 
been 'educated in so high a standard of liberality, that 
their system of public education was open to every boy, 
thus giving to the humblest peasant the full possibility 
to become the greatest Minister in the land. No 
social stigma or star of poverty barred their way; 
success awaited the fittest wherever he might be found.. 
Such an idealism is surely fair promise to the advancing 
impetus of Chinese women and to the hope that Woman, 
the Counterpart of Man, may bring to realisation the 
balance of the Great Pendulum which eternally swings 
between Nature's Poles. And, cannot we women of 
the West, endeavour to work out with our Chinese 
sisters this co-ordination and poise?

Robin LEEFE.
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SECTION FRANCAISE.
BULGARIE.

Madame Julie Malinoff est une des fondatrices de 
1’Union des Femmes Bulgares. Elle fut longtemps 
president de eette Union et depuis 1926, date du 
jubile de 1’Association, qui fut aussi l’anniversaire de 
25 annees de devoument de la part de Madame Malinoff, 
elle a ete elue president honoraire.

En Novembre dernier, Madame Malinoff recevait du 
Conseil municipal de Sofia le titre de Citoyenne Honor
aire de Sofia et de plus I’embleme en or de la mairie de 
le ville. Cette distinction, si bien meritee, etait la 
juste recompense de son labeur assidu, de ses campagnes 
de bienfaisance, qui ont ete couronnes tout derniere- 
ment par la construction de ce magnifique asile pour le 
repos des femmes surmenees par le travail. Cet initia
tive est lioeuvre personelle de Mme. Malinoff, qui 
a offert le terrain et s’est procuree a celle seule les 
sommes necessaires pour la construction de cette maison. 
L‘ hospice est completement pret et fonctionnera des 
les premiers jours du printemps.

I). Ivanova.
SUISSE.

A une majorite tres faible, il est vrai (736 voix sur un 
total de 45,246 votants!), mais enfin a une majorite 
tout de meme, les eleeteurs du canton de Berne viennent 
d‘ accepter 1’ eligibilite des femmes aux Commissions de 
tutelle dans les 19 communes assez importantes pour 
posseder pareille institution.

Cette adjunct ion a 1’article 27 de la loi comm unale, 
qui reconnaissait deja aux femmes le droit de sieger 
dans les Commissions d’ecoles, d‘ assistance, d‘ hygiene 
et de protection des mineurs, avait ete proposee par le 
Conseil d’Etat et recommandee par le Grand Conseil 
aux electeurs, en termes elogieux pour l’activite des 
femmes en matiere de tutelle, mais prudents, oh 1 
ties prudents pour les esprits timores, et rassurants 
quant aux redoutables consequences suffragistes qui 
pourraient en decouler. Neanmoins, on nous assure 
que, si la majorite a ete aussi faible ,la laute en est A 
la crainte du suffrage  He last

Inutile de dire que les Societes feminines bernoises, 
notamment le Frauenbund et l’Association pour le 
Suffrage avaient chaudement soutenu et recommande 
cette modification soumise a la votation populaire. 
Et toutes celles qui savent comme nous quelles diffi- 
cultes se rencontrent pour faire triompher un principe 
de pfogres feminin en votation populaire se joindront a 
nous, pour leur exprimer ici nos meilleures felicita
tions,, et nos vceux pour que ce pas en availt de 
1’ “Idee” soit bientot suivi de beaucoup d’autres!

Le Mouvement Feministe.

LA PRESSE LATINE ET LES FEMMES.
PAR Alice La Maziere.

Recemnient au Caire, les journalistes de la presse 
latine se rencontrerent avec leurs confreres de la presse 
egyptienne de langue arabe, frangaise, italienne, 
anglaise. Maintes collaboratrices regulieres d’impor- 
tants organes assistaient aux reunions.

Si, dans le monde entier, les femmes ont toil] ours 
eprouve de grandes difficultes a exercer des etats qui, de 
toute eternite, semblaient reserves aux homines, si 
elles durent lutter pour conquerir leurs droits politiques, 
—ces droits qu’ elles possedent maintenant dans tous les 
pays civilises,—sauf en France 1—elles n’ont point 
trouve, dans le journalisme, de portes solidement 
verrouillees. Elles ont pu y entrer sans trop d’ efforts 
et ont ete accueillies par les confreres masculins avec 
une gentillesse cordiale, un veritable esprit de 
camaraderie. Plus d’un ont tendu a leurs jeunes 
consoeurs une main secourable.

Mon intention n’est point d’etablir, meme d’une 
fa?on approximative, la liste des femmes qui se dis- 
tinguerent dans la profession.

Ce que je voudrais indiquer, c’est qu’il y a peu de 
pays de langue latine, qui ne compte une oil plusieurs 
journalistes professionnelles.

Parmi les membres venus de France pour participer 
aux travaux du Congres plusieurs noms d'^trang^res 
meritent de retenir 1’attention, comme ceux de Mmes. 
Vasconcellos, Martha Vergara, Valenzuela dont nous 
aurons 1'occasion de parler en les situant dans leurs 
pays d’origine.

Mais mention doit etre faite tout d’abord des femmes 
collaborant aux journaux egyptiens.

Le plus grand d’ entre eux, AI Ahram, de langue arabe 
(qui remplit de confusion notre ignorance car il ne s’ en 
trouve pas un seul parmi les soixante que nous sommes, 
capable de deehiffrer ces caracteres compliques et 
elegants) ne compte point de femme parmi sa redaction. 
Toutefois, si line femme ne s' etait point trouvee la au. 
moment necessaire pour le prendre en mains, le garder, 
le transmettre, Al Ahram ne coimaftra.it sans doute 
point retonnante prosperity dont il jouit actuellement 
et n’aurait puetendre, comme il 1?a fait, son rayonne- 
ment sur tout le monde musulman.

Il y a plus d’ un demi-siecle, deux frercs, Bichara et 
Selim Takla fonderent sur quatre pages de petit format, 
un modeste quotidien qu’ils baptiserent Al-Ahram 
(Les Pyramides), aujourd’hui grand journal moderne 
pouvant supporter la comparaison avec les plus im- 
portants des Etats-Unis ou d'Europe, paraissant sur 
12, 16 pages ou meme davantage, avec d’abondantes 
photographies et un service telegraphique remarquable.

A la mort de son frere Selim bey, Bichara pacha 
assuma seul la responsabilite du journal. Lui-meme 
vint et disparaitre en 1901. Qu’ allait devenir 1’ oeuvre 
a laquelle il avait donne trente-six ans de sa vie ? Sa 
veuve montra des qualites d’ autorite et de competence 
singulieres. Elle dirigea le journal treize ans durant, 
donnant ainsi a son fils Gabriel le temps de s' initier a la 
tache difficile et delicate qui devait lui incomber.

Le Directeur d'un grand quotidien de Paris se 
rappelle avoir vu, a cette epoque, entrer dans son bureau 
Mme. Takla et son fife qui avait une quinzaine d’ annees. 
Le. jeune garjon portait des culottes courtes qui 
laissaient voir des mollets bien en chair. On l’aurait 
imagine volontiers poussant le cerceau aux Champs- 
Elysees ou animant du fouet une toupie sur 1' asphalte. 
Or cet adolescent serieux comme un homme venait 
acheter des machines.

Il posait des questions techniques, examinait le 
materiel complique d’ une imprimerie avec une gravity 
bien au-dessus de son age et M. de Naleche fort amuse 
pressentit quel directeur avise deviendrait fee visiteur 
juvenile.

Le nom de Mme. Takla pacha doit done vivre glorie- 
usement dans les annales du journalisme feminin. Et 
je erois bien que, dans la presse arabe, aucune femme, 
en dehors d‘ elle, n’ a joue un role de cette importance.

J’eus grand plaisir a faire connaissance de Mme. 
Gaston Berthey. Nul n‘ ignore en Egypte la forte 
personnalite de cette femme jeune elegante et qui, si 
volontiers, s’efface. Sa vie, a quoi reveraient les 
jeunes filles modernes, merite de trouver un biographe. 
Melle Henriette entra a la Bourse 'egyptienne., quotidien 
de langue franfaise, en qualite de telephoniste.

Outre sa langue maternelle, elle savait 1* arabe. Elle 
apprit 1'anglais, travailla avec methode, assiduite, 
s‘ interessant a tout, comprenant tout et rendit plus de 
services que n’en comportaient ses humbles fonctions. 
Elle devint secretaire.dactylographe. On la consultait 
sur maints sujets importants et comme elle manifestait 
des qualites de premier plan, on lui confia la direction 
du journal avec un traitement princier.

Fort appreciee elle gagna l’est ime generale et quand

devenue, par son mariage, Mme. Gaston Berthey, elle 
dut pour raisons de sante, abandonner son poste, des 
regrets unanimes saluerent eette decision.

Melle Nabaraoui, musulmane, de culture fran?aise, 
n’ a-t-elle pas fait ses etudes au lycee de Versailles ?—est 
redacteur-en-chef d’une revue mensuelle l’Egyptienne 
et Mme. Gisele de Ravenel, redactrice a la Liberte et a 
images, la doyenne des journalistes de langue fran?aise 
en Egypte.

Il yaune quinzaine d’annees il y eut, au Portugal, 
une journaliste fort celebre, Mme, Virginia Suaresma. 
De nos jours, Mme. Vacsoncellos, docteur es-let tres de 
1’ University de Paris, est correspondante du Dario de 
Lisboa et envoyee speciale; de ce journal a la Societe des 
Nations.

(A suivre).

NOUVELLES DE TOUS PAYS.
Grece. On dit que peu de femmes ont vote a rejec

tion municipale du Piree. Meme si le fait 
est prouve ce n‘ est pas un argument contre le suffrage 
feminin. Du reste le scrutin d‘ ensemble etait au. 
dessous du minimum requis.

Inde. Le Conseil de I’Etat a Delhi a refuse de 
prendre en consideration une demands 

reclamant 1' abolition du bill sur le Mariage des enfants. 
Le Ministre de 1’Interieur declara que meme si les 
infractions a la loi etaieht rates, le Bill etait en soi une 
protestation centre des abus possibles.

Madame Srivastava a introduit un Bill dans le 
Conseil legislate des Provinces Unies qui autoriserait 
les femmes a faire partie des corps publics locaux.

On annonce que la premiere goliciere est entree en 
fonctions a Allahabad.

La sixieme conference. Sur 1’Education et le 
service social parmi les femmes indoues, a eu lieu 
a Madras au mois de Janvier. Nous venous 
seulement d’ en recevoir un Compte-rendu. les 
deleguees, au nombre de 150 vinrent de toutes les 
provinces de l’Inde. C'etaient des femmes de races et 
de religions diverses, et cependant leurs resolutions 
nous montrent quelle unanimite s’est faite parmi elles 
sur toutes les questions feministes importantes notam- 
ment celles qui ont trait a 1'education, a 1’ abolition de 
nefastes coutumes archaiques, comme les traitements 
discriminatoires quant a la caste, et a " 1’ intouch- 
abilite. ’' On regrette vraiment en lisant ce rapport, 
si raisonnable en son principe et si modere de ton que 
les femmes Indoues n’aient jamais eu et n’aient pas 
encore la possibilite de collaborer a. la reorganisation 
de leur pays si dtlrement eprouve par les dissensions 
actuelles.

Irlande. Il y a deux femmes dans le Nouveau 
Parlement de I’Etat libre. Mrs. Reynolds 

ayant ete elue pour Sligo Leitrim. EUe est la veuve du 
candidat qui fut tue durant sa campagne electorate.

Femmes Dans trois pays au moins des firmes 
Armateurs. maritimes sont dirigees par des femmes

—et nous savons que dans plusieurs pays 
desormais les femmes peuvent entrer dans la marine.

Grande Les nouveaux droits de douane necessit- 
Bretagne . ant de nombreux employes on s’est enfin

decide a admettre des femmes pour 
I’Inspection des marchandises, chose qui se fait en 
France depuis deja longtemps.

Miss Walls est, depuis la fin de la guerre, la premiere 
femme nommee a la tete d’un Bureau d’echanges du

Ministere du Travail (Labour Exchange), a Shoreditch, 
pour les deux sexes.

Les Archeviques d’ York et de Canterbury ont design^ 
une commission qui comprend quatre membres du 
sexe feminin pour examiner la question de la Pretrise 
feminine,

Mrs. Eugenie Strong, C.B.E., bien connue comme 
archeologue et historien a ete elue Membre de 1’ Acaddmie 
de Saint Luc a Rome. La fondation de la dite 
Academie remonte au 14 6me siecle.

Japon. Un certain nombre de policieres doit entrer 
en fonctions ce mois-ci.

Espagne. Victoria Kent, membre des Cortes, 
Directeur des Prisons est en train d’ organ

iser des sections pour les femmes qui seront uniquement 
soils la garde de surintendantes specialement instruites 
i cet effet,

U.S.A. L‘ Academie nationale des Sciences a pour 
la premiere fois decerne la medaille Henry 

Draper a une femme pour son. travail remarquable en 
physique astronomique.

Mexique. Les Mexicaines, s’ autorisant du fait que
-1 la Constitution ne defend pas le vote aux 

femmes, reclament le droit de suffrage, en depit de 
I’arrSt pris par un Congres special des Gouverneurs 
d’Etat les excluant de tons droits legislates.

Les femmes indigenes Le Gouvernement par une 
de 1’ Afrique du Sud. recente Proclamation vient de 

liberer les femmes indigenes 
de la tutelle de leurs parents males. C’ est la un 
premier pas efficace vers 1’ emancipation. Nous 
esperons que les Pouvoirs donnes aux membres de la 
Commission ne resteront pas lettre morte, comme c’est 
malheureusement trop souvent le cas quand il s’ agit 
des coutumes indigenes. Les Blancs ne sont pas si 
timides quand leurs interets economiques sont en jeu 
Jusqu’a present une femme de couleur ne pouvait 6tre 
proprietaire et les fruits de son travail appartenaient 
a sonpere, spnoncle, son frere, meme a son fils. Plusieurs 
de ces femmes ont senti vivement cette injustice et elle 
ne manqueront pas de reclamer, le cas echeant, 1’ applica
tion de la loi.

Malte. 11 parait que les femmes de Malte ont profits
de 1’ enquete de la Commission Royale dans la 

Constitution Maltaise, pour presenter une petition 
reclamant le droit de vote.

La Commission a repondu que ‘' dans les conditions 
actuelles’' on ne pouvait souger au suffrage des femmes. 
Esperons que cette reponse stimulera les Maltaises a 
preparer une veritable campagne suffragiste.

Les femmes maires et conseilleres 
municipales se rencontrent main- 
tenant un peu partout. Cepen- 
dant 1’election de Dame Beatrix 

Les Femmes dans 
les Conseils 
Municipaux.

Lyall et de Miss Agnes Dawson, I’une comme Vice- 
Presidente 1’autre comme Presidente substitut du 
Conseil general de Londres est un fait qui merite d’ etre 
remarque. A Renfrew en Ecosse, trois femmes a la 
fois occupent des positions responsables, notamment 
celle de procureur public. Cette fonction a eti confide 
a Miss Catherine Harper, avocate, par un vote unanime 
du Conseil municipal.

Egypte. ′ ′ L’Egyptienne" de Fevrier publie un 
article tres interessant sur l’Ecole d’En- 
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seignement professionnel et menager qui a ete construite 
par 1’Union feministe egyptienne. En 1924 on avait 
institue un centre d‘ apprentissage et un dispensaire 
dont le succes donna 1’ idee de 1' etablissement actuel — 
batiavecla cooperation du public et de toutes sortesde 
contributions volontaires.

Les jeunes fi 1 les y apprendront 1’ hygiene,.le soin des 
nourrissons, !’ economie domestique, sans oublier une 
Instruction civique qui leur enseignera leurs droits 
et devoirs de citoyennes. On prevoit une duree d’ etudes 
de trois ans et la derniere annee sera consacree a une 
education purement vocationnelle suivant le desir des 
etudiantes. ' 2

Nous felicitons 1’Union Egyptienne et sa presidente 
Madame Charaoui Pacha pour le courage, la foi, et la 
generosite dont elles ont fait preuve, pour mener a bien 
cette grande entreprise.

Tchecoslovaquie. En consequence de 1’evolution de 
notre vie publique qui permet a 

une femme mariee d'accepter des fonctions importantes 
sans la permission speciale de son mari, une epouse 
aura desormais droit de tutelle sans avoir a en rearer 
a son epoux.

Le droit legal de la mere est etendu. La tutelle des 
enfants lui revient naturellement apres la mort du 
pere et meme si celui-ci Ten eearte par testament, le 
Tribunal peut passer outre et la confirmer dans son 
droit. Si le pere d'un enfant mineur disparait, la 
Cour peut donner a la mere une autorite parentale 
complete ou la nommer tutrice. Dans le premier cas 
la mere controle entierement 1'education et les biens de 
l’enfant, dans le second site exerce les memes droits, 
mais sous la direction d’ un Comite de tutelle. C’ est a 
la Cour de deeider si un mari sera ou non le gerant des 
biens de son epouse mineure — mais dans les cas ou 
le mariage est dissous avant la majorite de 1’epouse, le 
mari cesse de gerer ses biens.

d’ apres Ruth Toni KEINDL.

ALLEMAGNE.
La traductrice regrette qu‘ il lui soit reserve si peu 

de place pour donner un compte rendu de la lettre de 
Frau von Velsen sur 1'Election presidentieHe.

Les femmes nous dit-elle ont encore use plus large- 
ment de leur droit de vote qu’en 1925. Un grand 
nombre se sont constitutes actives propagandistes pour 
1’ election d‘ Hindenburg sans distinction de partis. 
Dans le comite central de Berlin nous relevous les noms 
de Gertrud Baumer, Helen Weber, Agnes von Zahn 
Harnack, et Dorothee von Velsen. Dans chaque 
ville les femmes ont ete invitees a faire partie des 
comites. Le Parti communiste a donne une part 
considerable awe femmes dans son travail de propagande 
Les adherents au Parti de Herr Hitler sont nombreuses 
ce qui est assez etrange, si 1' on considers que son pro
gramme denie aux femmes toute activite publique et 
professionnelle et les relegue a. une place ties modeste 
dans la vie de famille. Cependant comme les— 
Socialistes nationaux proclament qu’ ils pourront abolir 
le chomage, les impots excessifs et ameliorer la position 
internationale de l’Allemagne, leur mouvement a 
fait un dnorme progres parmi les femmes qui, dans le 
prive, ont beaucoup aide a leur cause.

L‘ election presidentieHe, de meme que les pro- 
chaimes elections pour les dietes de Prusse et de Baviere 
nous permettront de juger la complexion politique de 
1’ Allemagne.

La crise economique, les deceptions quant a la 
question du desarmement, 1’ inquietude internationale 
sont responsables de cette poussee vers les partis 
extremes, au milieu desquels la democratic aura bien 
de la peine a trouver un port de salut.

LA COMMISSION CONSULTATIVE DES FEMMES
SUR LA QUESTION DE NATIONALITE.

Nos lectrices se rappellent qu’en Janvier 1931 le 
Conseil de la Society des Nations decida de demander a 
un groups d’ organisations internationales feminines 
de se former en une Commission qui preparerait un 
Rapport sur la Nationalite des femmes pour l’Assem- 
blee de 1931. Ce rapport fut presente et soumis a 
1’ appreciation des divers gouvernements. La dite 
commission fut aussi priee de continuer ses observa
tions de sorte qu’elle existe toujours.

Recemment un groupe de femmes a Geneve a fait une 
active propagande dans le but de decider le Conseil a 
adopter une resolution dont les termes sont publies 
dans ‘Equal Rights" (1- organe du National Woman’s 
Party of U.S.A.) comme suit.

Attendu que—l’Assemblee a requis le Conseil d‘ ex
aminer la possibilite d’accroitre la collaboration des 
femmes dans le Travail de la Societe des Nations 
et de la paix.

Attendu qt^,—une fonction essentielle de cette 
collaboration est de doniier une part importante aux 
femmes dans le travail de la Societe.

Attendu que^^X existe deja, sous les auspices de la 
Societe, une Commission coiisultative.de femmes chargee 
de conseiller la Society sur le sujet de la Nationalite 
des femmes en relation avec la Codification du Droit 
International. , ■. ,

Le Conseil ordonne—comme mesure destines a 
realiser la recommandation sus dite de l’Assemblee 

—‘que la Commission Consultative verra ses attri- 
but ions et endues de sorte qu’elle pourra examiner 
toutes les questions dans le domaine de la Codifica
tion du Droit international, qui ont trait a la 
situation des femmes. ”

" Le Conseil decide aussi que cette Commission con
sultative de femmes, telle quelle const ituee et organisee, 
deviendra une Commission officielle de la Societe des 
Nations, avec tous les attributs appartenant aux 
autres commissions de la Societe.

On voit que cette demande est basee sur la '1 Resolu
tion Espagnole’ adoptee par la derniere Assemble? sur 
la question d‘ accroitre la collaboration des femmes dans 
le travail de la Societe des Nations. ’ l(

L'Alliance, avec d‘ autres organisations inter-natio
nales doit soumettre son point de vue sur cette question 
pour le ler juillet— Le Comite de liaison de neuf 
organisations internationales de femmes a mis depuis 
quelque temps cette question a 1’etude et do.it soumettre 
un memorandum d’ ensemble; de sorte que, il nous 
semble que toute demarche qui semblerait devancer ce 
memorandum est pour le moins prematuree et comme 
telle regrettable. Aussi puisque le suj et de cette com
mission de nationalite peut Se discuter tot ou tard, 
avons nous estime desirable d' envoyer a chaque membre 
du Conseil de la Societe des Nations la lettre suivante:

Geneve, le 14 mars 1932.
S. E. Monsieur,
Membre du Conseil de la Societe des Nations,
Monsieur le Ministre (Monsieur 1' Ambassadeur),

Veuillez excuser la liberte que nous croyons devoir 
prendre, sachant que la question a ete portae devant 
vous, de venir par les lignes qui suivent vous exposer 
brievement le point de vue auquel se place 1’ Alliance 
Internationale pour le Suffrage et l’ Action .civique et 
politique des Femmes, relativement a 1’extension des 
competences de la Commission Consultative feminine 
sur la Nationality de la Femme, ou encore relativement 
aux mesures qui pourraient lui conferer un caractere 
officiel.

Notre Alliance, qui federe actuellement 54 Associa
tions dans 44 pays differents, est par principe opposee 
a toute disposition de cet ordre. Nous considerons en 
effet que, de par Tart. 7 du Pacte, les femmes ont le 
droit imprescriptible de faire partie de toils les organ- 
ismes de la Societe des Nations, et par consequent 
d’ entrer comme les homines dans toutes les Commissions 
pour F activite desquelles il existe des femmes dont les 
competences repondent aux qualifications necessaires.

Ce que par consequent nous demandons, c’ est que, 
chaque fois que vient a 1’ ordre du jour de la S. d. N. une 
question qui interesse directement les femmes, l’on 
fasse entrer dans les Commissions et organismes charges 
de s’en occuper, et au meme titre que des hommes 
specialistes, des femmes specialist's. En revanche, 
nous estimons que, soit constituer un organisme 
nouveau pour s’occuper des questions feminines en 
general, soit etendre de la sorte les competences de la 
Comission de la Nationalite, serait situation d‘ excep
tion, done d’ inferiorite.

C’est ce point de vue tres net que nous avons tenu a 
vous exposer, Monsieur le Ministre (cm 1’Ambassadeur

. . etc.), et en vous remerciant de la bien- 
veillante attention que vous voudrez bien lui preter, 
nous vous prions d’ agreer 1‘ expression de notre haute 
consideration.

Pour I' Alliance Internationale pour le ' 
Suffrage et 1’ Action civique et politique 
des femmes:

Margery I. Corbett ASHBY, EMILIE GOURD,
La Presidente. — La Secretaire.

VICTOIRE SUFFRAGISTE AU BRESIL.
La nouvelle loi electorate qui vient d'etre publiee 

par le gouvernement revolutionnaire du Bresil accorde 
le droit de suffrage a tons les citoyens bresiliens, sans 
distinction de sexe, quand ils ont atteint 1' age de 21 
ans. La seule difference est que le vote est obligatoire 
pour les hommes au - dessous de 60 ans, mais facultatif 
pour les femmes.

La Federation bresilienne pour l’avancement des 
Femmes qui depuis dix ans organisait une propagande 
de tons les instants se felicite du resultat. Les termes 
de la loi, sauf l’article 120, sont precisement ceux qui 
ont ete rediges par le Congres Feministe reuni a Rio 
au mois de juillet l’annee derniere et qui furent soumis 
au Gouvernement par la Federation. Ce sont les 
termes memes qui furent introduits dans la loi Electorale 
de I’Etat de Rib Grande del Norte par le president 
Lamartine, le. precurseur de la loi de suffrage dans les 
Etats de l’Amerique latine.

La loi electorate indique clairement que la nationalite 
d’ une femme n’ est pas influencee par son manage avec 
un etranger precisant ainsi sa position en tant qu’etec- 
teur.

Bans sa premiere interview de presse Dr. Bertha 
Lutz, presidente de la Federation bresilienne pour 
1‘ avancement des femmes remarqua qu’ il a fallu 43 ans 
de Republique, 10 d’une campagne forcenee et de 
reclame intensive, le precedent d’ un Etat du Bresil. et 
finalement une revolution pour conquerir le suffrage 
feminin.

Au nom de 1’Alliance, nous offrons nos plus vives 
felicitations a Dr. Bertha Lutz et aux femmes btesili- 
ennes. Le Bresil est la premiere des grandes 
Republiques de l’Amerique du Slid qui accorde aux 
femmes le droit de suffrage, suivant en cela l’exemple 
de l’Espagne — aussi esperons nous que les autres 
republiques de langue espagnole ne tarderont pas a 
entrer dans la meme voie.

Nous rappelons seulement a.la Federation des 
femmes bresiliennes que eg premier succes ne doit pas 
les conduire a imaginer que leur but est desormais 

atteint; mais que bien au contraire il doit les inciter a 
poursuivre leur propaganda pour que dans tons les 
champs de 1’activity humaine, l’homme et la femme 
atteignent a la parfaite egalite.

DANEMARK.
Une femme direc teur de Chemin de fer.

La visite recente de Miss Anna Westergaard a Londres 
pour la reunion du Conseil de l‘"Open Door” a attire 
1’attention de la Presse et du Grand Public. Miss 
Westergaard occupe en effet une position a peu pres 
unique dans le monde, celle de Directeur Adjoint dans 
1’Administration des Chemins de fer de I’Etat du 
Danemark. Elle a commence son service dans les 
Chemins de fer a 17 ans, y a travail^ 32 ans et a gagne 
pour elle et ses ,collegu.es le droit de se presenter aux 
memes examens que les hommes, d’obtenir les m6mes 
postes et les iflein.es salaires, du moins dans les services 
d’ Etat. Elle est membre de societes feministes danoises, 
en particulier de'1’Auxiliaire affiliee a 1’Alliance 
et du Conseil danois de la "Porte Ouverte.” Elle 
trouve le temps de sieger au Conseil municipal de 
Gentofte et par deux fois s’ est presentee a la deputation 
comme membre du Parti radical. . C’est une figure 
tres populaire au Danemark.

La Science menagere, si on peut appeler ainsi 
1’organisation scientifique de 1’Economie domestique 
a fait un grand pas au Danemark. Car I’Etat vient de 
nommer la Commission d’ Economic menagere qu’on 
reclamait depuis longtemps.

Des Associations m6nageres specialisees, travaillaient 
depuis quinze ans, a un mouvement educatif pour 
1’instruction des meres de famille. Aujourd’hui le 
Ministre de r Interieur, Herr Dahlgaard a invite un 
certain nombre de femmes a collaborer avec lui en 
vue de multiplier les facilites pour la tenue commode 
d’une maison, En un mot on se.propose de faire pour 
1’Economie domestique ce qui a deja ete accompli pour 
f Agriculture.

On compte profiter des laboratoires deja existants et 
si possible elargir leur champ, d‘ action. On espere 
meme instituer un laboratoire d’ Economie domestique 
d‘ Etat. Pour le moment on se contents de centraliser 
les faits et documents, relatifs a toutes les commodites, 
d‘ en vulgariser la connaissance de fafon a ameliorer 
les conditions de vie et la sante publique.

d’ apres Kvinden OG SAMFUNDET.
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