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OUR POINT OF VIEW.
The Majesty of the Law.

We express our warm appreciation of the latest 
service which Mr. Laurence Housman has rendered the 
Woman’s Cause in general and the Women’s Freedom 
League in particular by his illuminating speech at St. 
Peter’s Hall, Bournemouth. The Hall was let to the 
League on condition that there should be " No advo
cacy, or expression of approval, of militancy dr of any 
form of lawlessness on the part of any speaker." Mr. 
Housman shows how the liberties ■ we enjoy to-day 
have been won because the doctrine of “Be Law- 
abiding " has been ignored in the past. We imagine 
the fierce revolt of educationists, led by Headmasters 
of Public Schools, which would be the immediate result 
of banishing the teaching of history from the school 
curriculum because it showed that liberty was 
greater than legality. Militancy would be rampant. 
But more touching still to women fighting against 
injustice is the picture conjured up by Mr. Housman 
of the Bournemouth worthies responsible for letting 
the Hall, doing public penance in the stocks for their 
own law-breaking in failing to attend church regularly 
every Sunday morning. In our present issue we give 
our Bournemouth friends the opportunity of securing 
in the Hall a verbatim copy of this trenchant speech 
immediately after its delivery, and bring it at once to 
the knowledge of others who could neither be in Bourne
mouth nor in St. Peter’s Hall. In view of its im- 
portance to our Cause we hold over this week some of 
our usual features.
Hiding their Light under a Bushel.

Our readers will remember that in our last issue 
Miss Margaret Hodge, in her interesting series of 
articles, “ Where Women Vote,” told how the non- 
party Women’s Service Guild of Western Australia, 
by their determination and watchfulness defeated 
an insidious attempt to reintroduce the Contagious 
Diseases Acts and to qualify "equal conditions for 
men and women " in a Divorce Bill. To these noble 
women a further tribute of praise was paid by Miss 
Newcomb and Miss Hodge when they were entertained 
last week at the Suffrage Club, London. But the 
praise was tinctured with reproof because the Women’s 
Service Guild, having won this and other victories, had 
not thought it worth while to chronicle them. Women 
who do responsible and important work are still too 
much inelined to hide their lights under bushels; . it 
is an inevitable result of unequal standards of value 
which the great movement for the benefit not only of 
women and children, but of men, is sweeping away. 
Miss Newcomb drove home her point by telling how 
news just to hand from Queensland shows the disastrous 
effect of the modesty of the Western Australian women. 
In spite of the protests of the women's organisations in 
Queensland, a Bill was passed " in the last hours of an 
expiring session-” " requiring prostitutes in the Brisbane 
area to submit themselves to periodical examination.” 
Some of the men legislators wrung their hands over it, 
but urged acceptance of the clause so as not to endanger 
the whole Bill, promising to mend matters " if oppor
tunity presents.” The result is that not only is the 
clause in work but the days on which women are to 
submit themselves for examination are fixed under a 
penalty of £20 for failure to do so. Had the women of 
Queensland known how their sisters on the other side of 
the Australian Continent had successfully withstood 
the attempt to introduce such legislation, they would 
have been armed with a strong weapon in their light. 
One point,’ however, must be noted: the Women’s 
Service Guild of Western Australia is independent of 
political parties ; in Queensland the women's political 
organisations are part of the party machine. We 
hope that workers in the woman's movement all over 
the world will take to heart the dangers of false modesty 
and, remembering how a victory in one part of the 
battlefield helps the fighters in another, will not deem 

it waste of time to chronicle their achievements in any 
matter affecting the vital interests of women, irre
spective of race or creed.
Our Fight lot Justice in the Courts.

. Practising what we preach, we are glad to note that 
the work done by the Women’s Freedom League in 
fighting the orders," No Women, Admitted,” or "All 
Women Leave the Court," was warmly recognised at a 
discussion which took place a few days ago at the 
Institute of Journalists, London. The subject was dealt 
with from the point of view of the woman reporter 
rather than women as part of the public, but, as the 
deputation of the Women’s Freedom League pointed 
out when received by Mr. McKenna, restrictions on 
women journalists because of their sex constitute a 
grievance and a handicap which cannot be tolerated. 
There was practically a unanimous opinion that the 
right of the woman reporter was established—and 
largely through the determined efforts of the League— 
but one or two old bogies cropped up : one was the 
need to protect women from close touch withevil and the 
knowledge of the degradation of their sex; the other 
that woman was too emotional to exercise calm judg
ment in weighing right and wrong. Why, we may ask, 
is Justice always represented as a woman, and why is 
it the masculine custom to make men look as much as 
possible like women by dressing them in wigs and gowns 
when they are dispensing justice ? The battle of the 
Courts is not yet completely won ; we shall go on with 
our fight and continue to make progress, but the most 
effective weapon for our full triumph will be the Par- 
liamentary Vote. Its influence in the hands of women, 
as is being proved- in Australia and New Zealand, is 
felt not _ only in legislation but in the judicature. 
America is setting an example to the world in another 
way—a way which we have been demanding in vain 
here. A “Public Defender" has been appointed in 
Los Angeles whose duty is to defend any person accused 
of crime as diligently as the Public Prosecutor prosecutes. 
Mr. W. J. Wood was appointed to the office after a 
competitive examination. All the comfort Mr. McKenna 
gave to us when we waited upon him was that grievances 
had to be borne.
The Immediate Need.
} We are glad to note that the articles by Mrs. Hugo 
Ames on conditions as to the treatment of women in 
Holloway prison are evoking considerable attention 
and discussion, and that Captain St. John, hon. secre- 
tary of. the Penal Reform League, agrees with us in 
advocating not only trained women nurses in all-prisons 
but that “while it lasts Holloway should be placed 
in charge of a woman of common-sense, social expe- 
rienoe, tact and gentle firmness, with a very free hand ” 
—preferably with no official experience of prisons. We 
fear London will not be in any hurry to follow the 
lead of New York in placing a woman in control of all 
prisons ; it will need the women with votes to Sweep 
away the blighting effect of ancient prejudice. The 
Bishop of London, under the wing of the Bishop of 
Kensington, is at last intending to verify, by a personal 
visit, the facts about the forcible feeding of Suffragists 
in Holloway. We look to him to take the earliest 
possible opportunity of stating them—heedless of 
official explanations—to the peers spiritual and tem
poral in the House of Lords, and • demand that this 
torture of women shall cease.
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AT HEADQUARTERS.
Caxton Hall Meetings.—Readers • are reminded 

that our, meeting next Wednesday afternoon will be 
of special interest. ‘ Mrs. Nott Bower has chosen for her 
subject that afternoon “Reforms Urgently Needed in 
Criminal Law." Miss Nina Boyle will also speak, and 
the chair will be taken by Mrs. Mustard. The following 
Wednesday, February 11, we shall hold both an after- 
noon and an evening meeting at Caxton Hall. Mr. John 
Scurr will speak in the afternoon, and the speakers for 
the evening will be announced later. All members and 
friends are invited to both these meetings, when they 
will hear what the Women's Freedom League thinks of 
the King’s Speech. -

Discussion Meeting.—Next Monday evening, 
February 2, at 1, Robert-street, Mrs. Nevinson will open 
a discussion on " That men, having sole political power, 
are to blame for the present muddle of society.” The 
chair will be taken at 8 o'clock by Miss Winifred St. Clair.

F. A. UNDERWOOD.

PANIC.
Who is it says “ Men cannot be bullied ? ” They 

may be persuaded and cajoled ; they cannot be driven. 
How often has that been said to the militant section 
of the Suffrage Movement ? How often is it repeated, 
by callow youths only just released from nursery 
coercion, by grey-haired men who bully the waiters 
at their clubs, by anxious women who take men at 
their own valuation ; while suffrage men and women 
look on and listen and smile. Smile rather broadly, 
too, when we hear the gentle blandishments Mr. Red- 
mond and Sir Edward Oarsoil are lavishing on each 
other and on the unlucky Prime Minister—whose 
proneness to yield to persuasion is so marked a feature 
of his character ! We not only smile, we laugh aloud, 
when we note the postponement of Cabinet engagements ’, 
the coy fashion in which Mr. George and his genial 
colleagues are fencing with the rather natural desire of 
the wooing public to listen once more to the voice of the 
Cabinet charmers. It is the sweet cajoleries of the Con
cert of Europe, no doubt, that have so impressed 
Mr. Churchill with the necessity for more Dread
noughts ; or the siren song of Labour and Strike that 
will cause the mariners of Downing-street to deviate 
from their appointed course. “All done by kindness,” 
like the Hagenbeck family at Earl’s Court ; what a 
pity that suffragists alone should show this determina
tion. of perverse violence !

There is only one conclusion. Women, too, must have 
a harder weapon with which to strike. There must 
be found some means whereby resolute organised 
women can " stop the traffic ” and hold up the peaceful 
order of things until the Prime Minister yields to “per
suasion.” It is an old story that lawyers'interpretations 
of words and phrases may mean anything except 
what the words and phrases, actually do mean. We, 
too, will introduce our own interpretations, and when 

militancy" has become " persuasion," anti-suffrage 
males may give in with grace and a clear conscience, 
in the manly knowledge that they were not “bullied.”

The forging of this weapon will mean time, thought, 
and organisation. Funds also, for nothing worth doing 
can be done for nothing. The Conference of the League 
is to be held at the end of March, and by that time 

the country will {know on what the Government will 
hold together or fall apart. There is no single point 
of danger, from Ulster to Industry, from internal to 
international strife, that is not going to affect deeply 
and materially the conditions and security of women 
in the world, in the Empire, in industry, in Ireland. 
Let them therefore put their hand to the plough now, 
before their fate is decided over their heads. Let them 
throw themselves heart and soul into their own move
ment, in which they are neither pawns nor servitors, 
but principals j and having put their hand to the 
plough, we guarantee they will never even desire to look 
back. C. NINA BOYLE. .

HOMERTON CAMPAIGN.
Committee Room : 91, High-street, Homerton. (Nearest 

station—Homertdh, N.L. Railway.)
Work proceeds apace—Mrs. Ball keeps the shop 

open every day, but is much handicapped by want of 
helpers. Volunteers, please note that • the campaign 
can run much more satisfactorily if well supported 
during the day as well as at the evening meetings. 
Miss Munro has had excellent meetings, and the Freedom 
League is winning its way into the goodwill of the 
people. “ The Protection of Criminals by the Govern- 
ment and the Law Courts,” our new pamphlet, is 
going, well, and will soon be scattered throughout the 
neighbourhood. Helpers and funds are urgently required. 
The campaign closes on February 9, so workers should 
hasten to give whatever assistance is in their power.

MARGUERITE A. Sidley.

LITERATURE DEPARTMENT,
So urgent has been the demand for “Liberal Cant" by 

Eunice Murray, that the fourth edition is now being printed, 
the last edition having been sold out in three days.

The "Traffic in Women," by C. Nina Boyle, has reached 
the sixth thousand.

The sketches by G. Colmore, appearing in The VOTE, evoke 
so many expressions of appreciation, that we remind readers 
of our dainty little booklet of the stories entitled ‘ Mr. Jones 
and the Governess,' price 6d,

SIR HARRY JOHNSTON
(The Famous Explorer) and 

MISS LENA ASHWELL
WILL ADDRESS A 

PUBLIC MEETING
- Organised by the “ Votes for Women ’ ’ Fellowship 

in the
KINGSWAY HALL, 

Thursday, February 26th, at 8 p.m.
Chair: Mrs. PETHICK LAWRENCE.

. —Tickets, 2s. 6d.,1s., and 64., can be obtained from the Ticket SecretaryVotes for Women, 4-7, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C. ■

BY APPOINTMENT.
The

Goldsmiths & Silversmiths
Company Ltd.

18 carat Gold Keyless Lever Watch,
Mounted on 15 carat Gold London-made i

Expanding Bracelet £10 o O

4^ 112, REGENT STREET, LONDON, W. |
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WHERE WOMEN VOTE.
IV— women AS home MAKERS AND CITIZENS.

BY MARGARET HODGE,
The Woman’s Political League in Victoria and its 

companion league in South Australia are doing mag- 
nificent work. These are both entirely non-party and 
are working wholly for social reform.. Quite recently 
they have secured the raising of the age of consent in 
Victoria, in spite of the delicacy which prevented a 
leading M.P. from discussing that topic with women. 
The education that Th^ Woman Voter (the organ of the 
Political League) is giving to the men and women of 
the Commonwealth may be compared, to some extent, 
to that work which The Suffragette is doing for the 
men. and women of the British Isles. The Woman 
Voter has steadily grown in size and increased in circula
tion, and is by far the most educative paper in the 
Commonwealth. The other journals supply what the 
people want and not what they need.- 

, “ The Press’s laws the Press’s patrons give.” But 
this woman’s journal is trying to awaken its contem- 
poraries to some of the dangers with which they are 
face to face and to provide them with weapons to 
fight against them. What has been accomplished by 
women in little more than a decade is no mean record.

The infant mortality in the Commonwealth has been 
reduced from over 10 per cent, in 1903 to under 7 per 
cent, in 1913 ; arid in Queensland, where the summer 
temperature is often 100 degrees, the infant mortality 
is as low as 6} per cent. The numerous references in the 
Commonwealth Year, Book under the word Milk, 
show how busy the Legislature has been in endeavouring 
to secure pure nourishment for the rising generation.' 
The admirable lectures of State-appointed women 
doctors in the schools and training colleges to girls 
and students, and the beautiful practical lessons in 
mothercraft all share the honour of diminishing the 
rate of infant mortality. The maternity grant of £5 
and the excellent lying-in hospitals have, of course, 
done much to reduce the rate of infant mortality by 
enabling the little life to dawn under hygienic condi
tions. The numerous free Kindergartens provide 
happy and wholesome recreation and education for the 
early years, and stringent legislation prohibits all 
labour for those children under fourteen throughout 
the Commonwealth, except in Victoria, where the 
minimum age is fifteen. The public,parks all have their 
children’s enclosures, and in the lovely climate exercise 
in the open air is enjoyable throughout the year. The 
great reform which has taken place in education, and 
the extension of it to everyone in the Commonwealth, • 
without distinction of age or sex, is, no doubt, in part 
the cause of the diminution of crime. The convictions 
for crime in 1911 were one-third of the percentage of 
those in 1881, a generation earlier.

In the new University at Perth (W.A.) the Senate 
is to consist of an equal number of men and women ; 
and even the older University of Sydney has had a 
woman nominated, though not yet, elected on that 
body. Under an equal system of education the honours 
in all subjects are equally divided between girls and 
boys. A girl, however, gained the highest place in 
mathematics in three States, and the Head of her

THE FLORISTS.

ALEXANDER & CO.,
Court Florists,

16, Brook Street, London, W.
CHOICE CUT FLOWERS, 
:: PLANTS, &c. ::

Telephone: S3SS MAYFAIR.

school told me that he often found girls better at 
mathematics than boys were.“ Would that not have 
sounded strange thirty years ago T” he said, adding, 
“ But we are learning to throw off old prejudices.”

For the protection of girls in industrial and pro- 
fessional life every effort is made. The age. of consent 
has been raised throughout the Commonwealth. Eco- 
nomic independence is, however, the best safeguard for 
the woman worker and good wages have been secured 
for all female hands; even the outworkers—generally 
the most cruelly sweated- --are in receipt of a fair salary 
The average rate of wages for women workers has risen 
from 8 s. 8d. in 1901 to 25s. lld. in 1911, and as the 
price of living is very little higher in Australia than in 
England (many girls are comfortably boarded and 
lodged for 14s. per week each) the worker can count on 
a good margin for extra expenses, All overtime work 
is paid at one and a half the ordinary rate, and no one 
is regularly employed for more than eight hours per 
diem. For the further protection of girls since the 
White Slave Traffic scare many women have organised 
themselves into a Vigilance Committee, wearing a 
special uniform which the Government, has made it 
penal to imitate. The Homes for immigrant girls in 
Western Australia and South Australia are beyond 
praise. The strict inspection and supervision of registry 
offices makes bogus institutions of this kind difficult to 
maintain. J " .-0

The root of the great social evil-—the unequal standard 
of morality for men and women—is being dealt with in 
the only way that can be effective—the early training 
of boys in self-respect and self-control. Dr. Arthur, of 
West Sydney, has written excellent pamphlets instruct
ing boys upon the subject. He is finding disciples; and 
one of these, a Mr Bligh, obtained entrance into the 
schools of West Australia through the permission of 
the wise director of education there. In many of the 
schools he addressed large classes of boys over twelve 
years of ago on the subject of their moral responsibilities. 
We were privileged to hear a lecture from the same 
noble and disinterested man addressed to mothers 
and teachers. He succeeded' in impressing many 
of those present with the consciousness that the woman 
of the past had taken the easier, but not the higher 
path, when she pandered to man’s weaknesses and 
failed to call forth his nobler qualities. It struck us as 
painfully significant that, when we spoke in South 
Africa of the great scourge and its cause, the dual 
standard of morality which must be abolished, the 
women in our audiences only sighed and thought we 
were advocating an impossible ideal; but the Aus- 
tralian women looked as hopeful as Britomarts, for they 
have the weapon of the vote and the courage of self- 
respecting citizens, and are quite ready to go forth 
and combat the dragon of evil.

NEW BRANCH AT READING.
At the meeting at Palmer Hall on January 20 Miss Anna Munro, 

introduced byMiss Hinder in a very able speech from the chair," 
spoke on the broad aspects of the Woman’s Movement, making special 
reference to the policy and work di the Women’s Freedom League. 
The room was full, many having to stand. The whole atmosphere of 
the meeting was one of hearty and warm comradeship. Before the 
public meeting the new Branch was started at a business meeting; 
the hon. officers and committee were appointed. The announcement 
that Mrs. Despard, who is so well-known and beloved, would 
speak for the Branch on February 4, was received with great pleasure. 
Mrs. Penrose, Miss Broadley, Mrs. Tregay, and other friends are work
ing with great enthusiasm to make the League strong.

“THE KEYSTONE OF HEALTH.”
It is undoubtedly a fact that the mineral water treatment of 

rheumatism, gout, gouty eczema, gravel and other uric acid 
troubles, is most efficacious.

You should therefore try " Vitaregis Aperient Water,” which 
contains “ Sulphur ” in the most palatable form yet discovered, 
and is endorsed by the medical profession. .

It is used in the loading Hydros, and has the decided advantage 
of being quite odourless, as well as palatable, and is also a mild 
and effective Aperient.

Half a tumblerful taken before breakfast, once or twice a week 
will make you fit and keep you well.

Excellent for the Complexion. An ideal Aperient.
Of all Chemists, or The vitaregis Water Co., 39, Aldermanbury.

E.C., price 1s. 3d. per large bottle.— [ADVT.1

POLITICAL NEWS.
Mr. D. M. Mason as Independent Candidate.

The Liberal Executive of Coventry, having decided that it 
prefers the judgment of Party to individual judgment, is seeking 
another candidate to take the place of Mr. D. M. Mason as its 
representative. Mr. Mason has declared his intention of standing 
as an independent candidate for Coventry at the next general 
election. He will not apply for the Chiltern Hundreds, but 
continue to represent his Coventry constituents during the life 
time of the present Parliament. - )

The Women's Labour League and Suffrage.
At the annual conference of the Women’s Labour League at 

Glasgow, on January 26, the president, Mrs. Salter, said that the 
present Government had shown itself sadly lacking in states- 
manship. It had had a great opportunity and had missed it. If 
the Cabinet had the last seven years to go over again, it could 
hardly be conceived that they would treat the women's question 
as they had done. It was resolved, by 26 to 11, that the 
Labour Party should take into consideration the necessity of 
moving an amendment to the address. A motion to oppose 
Government measures which did not deal with enfranchising 
women was defeated.

Southern Men Moving.
A West Surrey Branch of the Men's League for Woman 

Suffrage has just been formed for the Parliamentary divisions 
of Guildford and Chertsey with seventy members, including 
Lord Aberconway, Lord Farrer, the Bishop of Guildford, the 
Hon. A. j. Davey, Sir T. Sturmy Cave, Sir Charles Crosthwaite, 
the Revs. F. C. Hill, A. B. Gwynn, A. E. N. Sims, and D. Heaton, 
Col. G. Chrystie, Messrs. N. Aston, J. Hutchinson Driver, 
Jocelyn Bray, R. E. Bray, H. Nevill, W. Shawcross, H. F. 
Phillips, G. Kendall, A. Monro, S. H. Langton, W. Stokes, 
W. F. Rawnsley, P. Courtenay Welch, and W. C. Marshall. The 
following officers were elected :—-President, Sir Wm. Chance; 
vice-presidents. Lord Aberconway, Sir T. Sturmy Cave, Sir. 
Owen Roberts and Col. Bullock; treasurer, Mr. Pilcher ; and 
hon. secretary (until a localresident can be found), Mr. Atkin- 
son ; committee, Messrs.'H. Nevilland G. H. White (Guildford), 
E. Bridger (Godaiming), H. Bury (Farnham), J. Bray (Shere) 
and W. Stokes (Ockham), the Rev. D. Heaton (Woking), the 
Rev. A. E. N. Sims, Messrs. W. C. Marshall and D. B. McLaren 
(Haslemere), Archdeacon Potter (Milford), and the Rev. W. 
Basset (Frimley). Sir William Chance presided at the inaugural 
meeting; he was supported by Sir Owen Roberts Col. Cuthell 
Commander E. C. Thornhill the Rev. C. C. Frewer and many 
others. Sir William stated that asking questions as electors at 
political meetings would be a part of the work of the branch.

An Effective Way for Men to Help.
With reference to the " Suffrage First ” scheme and the 

effective help men may render to the cause of woman suffrage, 
The Christian Cominonwealth says :—-

" If Liberal men would attend meetings addressed by Liberal 
candidates and put questions publicly on this topic it would 
have a very good effect, Most of the anti-suffragist Liberal 
members and candidates adopt that attitude because they have 
an idea that it is the more popular attitude at present. It is 
the pressing duty of Liberal male suffragists to alter such views. 
It is much more effective for men than women to put these 
questions because they have votes. There appears to be a deli- 
berate conspiracy on foot inside the Liberal Party to prevent 
the adoption of candidates favourable to suffrage. This plot 
can be upset if suffrage Liberals will be active and alert. The 
most hopeful policy for woman suffrage in the near, future is 
to make the Liberal Party caucus aware that there is a great 
and overwhelming body of Liberal voters who feel keenly upon . 
this question. If that conversion were accomplished we should 
soon see woman suffrage an item in the official Liberal pro- 
gramme.”

The Question that Women Ask.
From the article " Women in Politics ” in the able and 

informing series on " The Great Unrest Among Modern Women ” 
now running in The Christian Cornmonwe^Uh we take the fol- 
lowing extracts:— &

“ The women’s demand for the vote represents a totally 
different ideal of political life from that entertained by the 
majority of male politicians. They think of it as an instrument 
by which to change things they have come to feel as intolerable. 
In their thoughts at present at least there is a destructive 
bias. They are thinking of a national spring cleaning. Tha 
is not precisely how men think of politics. . . .

" Politics as practised by men is so largely the art of finding 
reasons for doing nothing without loss of dignity and the com- 
mand of a sufficient number of votes that the infusion of this 
uncompromising spirit into public life will make politics rather , 
more of a reality and less of a game than it is at the present 
time. . .- .

" The real question that women ask themselves is whether 1 
the position of women and children needs to be improved and 
whether themoral forces of public life would be enriched if they 
were politically enfranchised; and they do not ask those 
questions rhetorically, but in the spirit of the crusader. The 
suffrage agitation is their emphatic affirmative.”

SALE TIME
AT

MEDHURST’S
This Week’s Special Bargains.

Ladies’ Nappa Gloves, made 1 
from soft pliable leathers, in 
Tan and Grey Shades, two 

buttons.

SALE 1 /9± PRICE

Ladies’ ‘Pesco’ Combinations, 
all wool, unshrinkable, in white 
only. With long or short 

sleeves. In all sizes.

SALE 5/11 PRICE

We Pay Carriage on .all Goods in the British Isles, an d 
refund the money if goods are not approved.

F. MEDHURST, w
BROMLEY, KENT.

Against Forcible Feeding.
Another attempt is to be made to bring about the cessation 

of forcible feeding and the withdrawal of the " Cat and Mouse " 
Act. A deputation composed of independent men and women, 
not organised by any society but representing a strong body of 
public opinion, opposed to the Government’s policy of coercion 
and torture is bair g formed to wait upon the Prime Minister 
and the Home Secretary to voice abhorrence of the methods, 
employed as being not only quite useless for effecting their 
purpose but also as being-cruel, degrading, and therefore an 
outrage upon the moral sense of the community. Among those 
who have already given their names in support of this con- 
stitutional attempt to influence the Government are Princess 
Duleep Singh, Viscountess Dupplin, Lady Maud Parry, and Dr. 
Elizabeth Sloan Chesser. Names may be sent to Mrs. D. A. 
Thomas, 122 Ash ley-gardens, Westminster S.W.
“Elementary Justice.” ,

Mr. Keir Hardie, M.P. speaking in support of Mr. Stuart, 
the Labour candidate in the North-West Durham election said 
with regard to woman suffrage:— .

“In the ease of the women, both parties shut them out from 
the franchise and from the rights, of citizenship. He expected 
that even in that part of Durham there were men who did not 
see why women should nave the vote, but such men judged 
the master from the way they themselves had misused the vote. 
(Applause.) Surely it was elementary justice that ii a woman 
had to obey the laws she should have a voice in the making of 
the laws in the same way as her husband, father, or brother. He 
had been told that the Liberal candidate claimed that his party, 
wasin favour of women having the vote. If Mr. Williams made 
that statement he had allowed his imagination to run away 
with the facts. The truth was that the Liberals were in power, 
and the question had been beforeParliament half a dozen 
times, and every time leading members of the Government- 
from the Prime Minister downwards had not only opposed 
women’s suffrage, and manhood suffrage too, but had used 
forms of trickery iii their opposition to it unworthy of honour- 
able men.
No Longer Law-Abiding.

The respectfor law is not an attribute of English public life 
which an intelligent inquirer, who should limit his researches' 
into English political manners of the present time or the last two 
or three years, would take to be very widespread or deeply 
rooted. . . . On all sides we hear the determination 
expressed to refuse obedience if the law is not such as to deserve 
it.—The Nation; January 24. _ Si ,
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John Simon makes frank admission of that which some 
have suspected and others have known for a con
siderable time. The country is committed to one-man 
rule, for that is how our present Government spells the 
great word Unity. Obey the “ incomparable captain" , 
let him lead the ship ; do not even ask what the desti
nation is for fear of unpleasant revelations and pre
sently you will find yourselves where you wish to be.

if it is so with our. rulers and those who support 
them, how about the rank and file ? Are they without 
fear ? If they were : if instead of pinning their faith 
to the incomparable captain who can talk to them so 
wisely, they could look their situation fairly in the 
face and act with strength and courage, even in our . 
day. we might see great things. But—alas ! while 
their rulers fear them, they fear not their rulers alone 
but one another. The fatal infection spreads like a 
leprosy over the whole of society. Unless we shake 
it off: unless, in great numbers we can dare to have 
minds without fear, our decadence as a nation is in- 
evitable.

In a late issue we dealt with some of the broader 
aspects of the woman's movement. This surely is 
one—to eliminate the element of fear from our political 
life. There is nothing perhaps which has so much 
surprised the ordinary politician in the strange deve
lopments of the last few years as the courage of the 
women who have pledged themselves to one another 
and to humanity ; surprised them because of its novelty 
and its persistence. In the early days of militancy it 
was scoffed at: an amusing anomaly; a flash in the 
pan that would soon disappear. Hence the absurd 
severity of the first sentences. But the authorities . 
found to their surprise that the spirit of fear which they 
invoked did not come to their call; and when they 

" asked the reason they were told that there is some, 
thing more precious than riches; something dearer than 
liberty, even than life, and that is the strong, indo- 
mi table will of those who know that their demands are 
righteous and that their cause is just.

This is the counter-infection to fear; and we gather 
hope and joy from the knowledge that it, too, is spreading.

While a political party boasts of its false unity, while 
it pins its faith obediently to an ‘ incomparable captain,” 
we—the women in the Suffrage-camp—without fear, 
our heads held high, walking in the light of the know
ledge that has come to us through suffering, claim a 
true unity. To no incomparable. captain, but to a 
common aim, a single motive, an ardent love we have 
pledged ourselves. Our societies may be numerous, the 
methods adopted may vary ; that does not trouble us. 
So far as our sisters in the movement are concerned, we 
neither praise nor blame. We accept what is done as 
fellow-soldiers in a great battle. Hence, while we have 
no fear of our Opponents we have no fear of one 
another. Sir John Simon speaks of bringing his ship 
safely into port. Does he—does any member of his 
party, with the exception of the " incomparable captain ” 
—know what that port is ?

We in the Suffrage-ship know. There is nothing 
indefinite about our aim. Rights of citizenship; the ■ 
opportunity to lend our hand to the building up of a 
New Order : it is that we seek.

At this critical moment when, in view of impending 
changes, wo-are gathering ourselves together for action, 
Mr. Laurence Housman and his sister have designed 
and wrought out their beautiful banner of Unity. 
There is no need to describe it, for any who wish may 
-see it at the Suffrage Atelier ; it will wave, no doubt, 
in many a demonstration of protest or victory, and we 
can imagine that in the days to come, when the prayer 
of the poet is granted, this banner of Unity will be 
preserved as a relic in some great national cathedral.

Where the muid is without fear and the head is held high. 
Where knowledge is free . . .
Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its way into the 

dreary desert sand of dead habit.
Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country come.

—Tagore.
C. DESPARD.

WITHOUT FEAR.
Where the mind is without fear, and the head is held high.
Where knowledge is free ... . . '
The words are from the pen of an Eastern mystic. 

They record the aspiration which he breathes out for 
the country he loves. So may she be! Within her 
borders may a people dwell, whose minds are immune 
from fear because they possess knowledge ! For he 
—the sage—has discovered that fear is the daughter of 
illusion. Sweep illusion aside; tear away the veils 
with which, time out of mind, Truth has been swathed, 
and Humanity will enter upon a new era.

. It may be objected that such dreams as these are 
mystical—that there is nothing real behind them. We 
—and this may be said of all who think seriously about 
the social problems of the day-—are not mystics: we 
are very much perplexed persons. ■ We feel that—some- 
how, somewhere—things have gone desperately wrong ; 
we have a dim perception that we are ourselves in a 

■ measure responsible for the wrongness ; and we are 
■ looking for a way out of the labyrinth which encloses us.

That being thecase, we must accept any sort of help 
i that comesour way We must not even despise the 

dreamer, for the vision of one era, as history shows, 
. has often been the reality of the next. Utopia is not 
so much ridiculed by the world at large as it was in 
the days when Sir Thomas More depicted it. But let 
no one dream that Utopia will be possible to. a genera
tion one of whose principal motives to action is fear.

To-day, especially in political life, we meet fear 
everywhere. Amongst our rulers ! The subtle lawyer- 
minds that have been busy broadening out our con- 
stitution, moving on from precedent to precedent, 

. ' giving—or professing to give- more and more power 
to what they call the people are confronted with certain 
perils. They were, ready to build up a democracy of 
male persons (perhaps because men are more malleable 
than women), but they never intended really to allow 
this people to rule itself. A wild animal, beautifully 
tamed, magnificently obedient, was their ideal, with a 
Government beneficent and paternal to keep it in 
discipline. In a strange, sudden, and ungrateful fashion 
this artificial Democracy is beginning to assert itself. 
Actually it wants to be real. Take the present position 
of the Government ! There are divergencies in the 
Cabinet on matters of vital importance to the nation. 
We know that the divergence is real, and we suspect 
that if one of the contending parties thought the 

। moment appropriate for personal appeal to the country, 
the divergence would be followed by a split. But fear 
is abroad. It is upon the cards that the Democracy 
might declare itself in an unexpected way. Labour is 
restless ; women are on the war-path ; unredeemed 
promises and pledges unfulfilled make cowards of even 
such stalwarts as the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
“Therefore, for heaven’s sake unity of front,” say 
the dissentients, through their mouth-piece. Sir John ■

, Simon. “ We have an ‘ incomparable captain ’ to 
command us; we have had a long voyage together. 
Before us is the port of safety. Around us are our 
adversaries, prophesying foul weather. Why dispute 
about matters so trivial as two or three millions more 
or less for the Navy ? Close your eyes; stick to the 
ship. Leave everything in the hands of the ship’s 
leader and all will be well.”

In the ears of the groundlings that may seem fine 
talking and good sound common-sense. To those who 
can see below the surface it is evident that the fear- 
phantom is on board the Liberal ship. In any case Sir

BE LAW-ABIDING.
SPEECH DELIVERED BY MR, LAURENCE HOUSMAN AT ST. PETER’S 

HALL, BOURNEMOUTH, JAN. 30, 1914.
From the " Regulations and conditions for Letting St. Peter's Hall. Hinton-road, Bournemouth" : 

"There must be no advocacy, or expression of approval, of militancy or of any form of 
lawlessness on the part of any speaker.”

। Ladies and Gentlemen,—-I do not usually write my 
Suffrage speeches beforehand ; I generally trust to the 
inspiration of the moment, and the help of my audience, 
to say what I want to say. But on this occasion. I 
cannot do so. I am not here to say what I want to say, 
but what I must. I have not on this occasion to satisfy 
either my own conscience or an audience of my fellow 
countrymen and women, but the syndicate or com- 
mittee under whose auspices this hall has been let. I 
have come here to speak to you metaphorically in a 
white sheet.

There have been occasions in the past when I have 
expressed the mistaken notion that those who are 
persistently and forcibly excluded from a share in their 
own government, under a system which calls itself 
representative, are less morally bound to1 submit to 
that outside power which imposes its law upon them 
than those who have a part in its constitution and a 
voice in its control.

To-day I am to put to you the other point of view, 
and tell you that they should submit, and, as a con- 
sequence, tell you incidentally that law is a higher thing 
than justice, and legality more to be desired than 
liberty.

The main reason, so far as this audience is concerned, 
why you should have this point of view dinned into 
your ears is that it is only on these conditions that we 
are allowed to hold this meeting at all. Other reasons, 
of lesser importance, I hope to give you in the course 
of my address, all as reputable and as irrefutable as 
Lord Curzon s famous set of reasons why women must 
not have the vote.

I will give you my reasons—the best reasons I can 
find, that is—why you should be law-abiding, for what 
they are worth; and you can take them home with 
you .and knock them into a cocked hat, or—if you 
prefer turn them into a fool's-cap or a fire-extinguisher 
or any other domestic article suitable for children, 
paupers, criminals, lunatics—or Anti-Suffragists. But 
here, I warn you, you must not say a word against 
them ; otherwise you—or I—will get turned out.

This meeting is held, you will understand—or at all 
events this lecture is given—in praise of law-abiding- 
ness- law-abidingness under all circumstances ; yes, 
even present ones. In spite of all the provocations, the shufflings and the delays of unjust and unrepresentative 
government, in spite of broken promises and pledges 
not redeemed, in spite of the corrupt manipulation of 
the judicial procedure of our law courts in order to help 
the Government to its political ends,— the prosecution of 
one set of political offenders, and the refusal to prosecute 
another set of political offenders, the temporary release 
of one set of prisoners, under the terms of the Cat and 
Mouse Act (women who have not the constitutional 
weapon of the vote), and the unconditional' release of 
another sei of prisoners—men, with a strong backing 
among, our working-class electorate; in spite of all 
these inequalities and injustices which weigh against 
the women in their fight for political freedom, you—if 
you would stand well with the powers that be, and with the gentlemen who make a profit in letting to you this 
hal—you must obey the law.
. And before I sit down I will tell you what the law 
is, or what some of, it is, this thing which—please the 
Pigs—you are to obey. 1 will tell you also some of 
the history of the law, how laws were made and un- made, and how very law-abiding was the conduct of 
those who built up the constitutional history of this 
country. . -

But you must not read constitutional history—or

only if you would disown its teaching and deprecate 
its results. I am not here to encourage you to take 
your political lessons from history, rather to warn 
you against history. If you wish to believe in law- 
abidingness as a principle suitable for all circum- 
stances, all times and seasons, and all governments 
that claim to be just governments, then you must not 
read history. And that is where the trouble comes in : 
women Suffragists have been reading history and 
applying its lessons not only in theory but in practice 
to their own case. They mustn’t! If they do St. 
Peter’s Hall will be closed to them.

Ladies and gentlemen, people in the present day are 
coming to know a dangerous amount of history. For 
our present political institutions to be safe, it ought 
to be kept a closed book.

You will recall how some 350 years ago there was 
another closed book in this country, closed by law and 
by order of the Ecclesiastical Authorities, backed by 
Parliament ; and the people of this country, or some 
of them, the leaders of the Reform Party—the Reforma
tion. Party, I mean—insisted on having it open. . They • 
broke the law so as to have it open,— and they got it 
open, they got it read in all their churches in the vulgar 
tongue. And what was the result of the opening pi 
that book ? The overthrow of an established order of 
religion and the substitution of another; the most 
tremendous change and overthrow—social, religious 
and political—that this country has yet seen : arid all 
brought about by a few men, and women—and then 
a few more, defying the authorities of St. Peter’s Hall 
in Rome, breaking the law, and saying that there was 
something higher than law. You mustn’t do such 
things, or say such things—no! You must be law- 
abiding.

If you had lived in those times it would have been 
your duty to consent to that book remaining shut until 
Parliament said that it might be opened ; or, if you 
had been Roman Catholics and had lived a little later 
when Parliament ruled that in this country mass was 
not to be said even in a private house, it would have 
been your duty to give up the practice of your religion, 
because Parliament, which is higher and more sacred, 
said that you were not to practice it.

That is where the principle of law-abidingness would 
have led you in the past. I hope that it makes you feel 
very comfortable in your consciences, very certain 
that you would have been right, noble and self-respecting, 
helpful to the advancement of the cause of Liberty.

If it makes you feel like that, then you will agree 
with everything I have yet to say.

If law-abidingness is a principle, if it is not some
times a mere opportunist device for the drugging of 
our consciences to the crimes done by existing govern- 
ments, and to our duty to bring mis-government to ' 
book by all possible means, —then it is a principle which 
did not spring into life only yesterday. Government 
exists no more by divine right now than it existed by 
divine right 300 years ago. If it was right for people 
to rebel against and to resist the acts of Government 
then, it may equally be- right now.

And since I am not here to say that it is right now, 
I have no ground-—nor have any who agree with the 
controllers of this hall—to say that it was right then.

But if you think otherwise—if you say that con- 
science must rule a man’s actions-—then a consideration 
you have to face is this : that our consciences may 
easily be blind to the iniquities done to-day in the 
name of Government, though no longer blind to the 
iniquities done in the past ; and that while we see



tins
WTTRTTETN

THE VOTE. FRIDAY, JANUARY 30, 1914. FRIDAY, January 30, 1914. THE VOTE.

—"""=""""""""‘")

clearly, in looking back, which side was right in those 
causes for which our fathers fought against law and 
government to the death, we are unable to see so clearly 
to-day under conditions to which we have become 
habituated.

Nevertheless, if to be law-abiding is a moral principle, 
it cannot really depend on the question whether we 

are blind or whether we see. Irrespective of our blind
ness or our clear-sightedness law must be obeyed, if to 
be law-abiding is a moral principle.

Let me, then, take you back once more into the 
past, and precipitate you gently but firmly against some 
of the problems in which your law-abidingness as a 
moral principle would have landed you.

In the past the law of this Country ordered that 
unfaithful wives should be burned to death—the crime 
of which they were guilty being “treason”—but'for 
unfaithful husbands it provided no penalty at all. It 
would then have been your law-abiding duty to hand 
over to so-called “ justice‘any woman thus threatened 
by an unequal sex-law with agonising death., who came 
to you seeking concealment or a means of escape. In 
choosing between a crime' against the law and a crime 

■ against humanity it was your bounden duty to commit 
a crime against humanity : law—if law-abidingness be 
a moral principle—being far greater than humanity. 
That was your duty. It wasn’t what Christ said’ 
indeed, it directly contradicts what He said; but 
that, of course, cannot concern us here. This is only 
St. Peter’s Hall, dedicated, I suppose, to the saint at 
that period of his life when he denied Christ. We also, 
if we would exalt law-abidingness into a ruling principle 
above the law of humanity, must deny Christ. There 
is no help for it. That is our duty.

Let me give you yet another instance. The law of 
this country said, at one time, that witches and wizards 
were to be burned ;. and it was almost always women 
who were accused of that crime : (it was a medieval 
way of getting rid of women of superior intellect and 
originality). We no longer believe in witches ; we 
believe that all those unfortunates who were burned as 
witches were innocent of the charge laid against them. 
Nevertheless it would have been our duty to deliver 
them over to the tender mercies of the law had we lived 
in those days, and had they sought help of us in their 
extremity. I hope you begin to see, then, in what hole 
the dictates of your “ hall-marked " consciences would 
have placed you. In order to support this great law- 
abiding principle it would have been your duty to. 
become partners in the law’s crime against humanity— 
supporters of folly and superstition—and to hand over 
' he innocent to be burned !

A comfortable doctrine, my friends, which I am not 
here to refute. The law which said that witches should 
be burned was just as sacred—being based upon the 
infallible intellect of male legislators—as the law which 
rays to-day that a woman is not to have a vote,—as the 
aw which says that the husband may forbid his wife to 

go out of the workhouse without him, as the law which 
says that the husband—and not the woman—shall 
decide whether her life or the unborn child’s, is to be 
spared if the conditions of birth make it impossible to 
save both.

A medical friend of mine told me that if he thought 
the husband would not give the right and just answer 
he would avoid asking him the question; but in neglect- 
ing to do so he would be breaking the law.

Dare we say that the days of superstition are over,— 
that laws to enforce superstition no longer exist-—when 
we still give such power over their wives into the hands 
of men ?—sothat not long ago a man charged with an 
assault upon his wife was filled with wonder and 
indignation. " What ? ” he cried, “cannot I do what I 
like to my own wife ? ”

You say that the law does not allow it. The law, 
by its sentences, tells the men of this country that they 
canassault their wives at less risk of serious punishment 
than if they assaulted any other person ; and the law

of this country allows assault of a particularly detest
able kind to be practised by men upon their wives with 
impunity. For the law provides no punishment what
ever for the man who knowingly brings disease into the 
home, turns marriage into an infection, and destroys 
the health of wife or child. And this is how those who 
would allow that license to continue seek to save their 
faces upon this matter ■ they say that the law gives 
precisely the same immunity to the woman. And they 
know perfectly well in saying it that for every single 
case of infection brought into the home by the wife 
there are hundreds brought in by the husbands. You 
might just as well say that it was right to have no law 
against thieves, because honest men had equal oppor- 
tunities for robbing others if they wished to do so. 
You know perfectly well that disease is rife in the homes 
to-day—not because of the lives that the married 

। women have lived', but because of the lives of the men;
It-is when you .examine honestly our social habits 

and conditions that you see what a superstition, what 
a vain juggling with truth is this assertion that our 
laws are_equal for women as for men. For if we per
sistently neglect to make laws because they would 
affect uncomfortably the wrong-doings of men, if we 
leave a criminal habit unchecked because in the main 
men an d not women indulge in it, then, though there 
were not one word of inequality upon our statute 
books to show for it, I say that our laws relating to sex 
are not equal. You can secure and maintain inequality 
between class and class, and between sex and sex, just 
as much by refusing to make laws as by actually 
making them unequal.

I would like to give you yet another of your law- 
abiding problems, brought a little nearer to date than 
the cases of witch-burning. Within the memory of 
many of us slavery as an institution still existed in 
America, the country which I suppose even then re- 
garded itself as the most civilised in the world. And 
when the law so stood, slaves were forbidden to run 
away—they were a man's property, and people called 
" free " themselves were, forbidden to help them to run 
away; they were compounding a felony- helping the 
slave to steal his master’s ■property.

If there is' any one here—any member of the St. 
Peter’s Hall Committee—who thinks that under those 
circumstances it was right to be law-abiding and to hand 
back the escaped slave' to his master, will it kindly 
hold up his or her hand ?

I fear that I am in a minority, that in my plea for 
people to be law-abiding I stand—deserted by the 
committee—among a perverse and a rebellious gene- 
ration.

Let me, then, in order to get at your consciences'and 
smite them—if so I may—let me divert your attention 
from the apparently discredited claims of laws set up 
in the past, to the more sacred claims of the laws which 
are in operation to-day. And for a beginning let me 
read you a short extract from a quite reputable and 
usually law-abiding paper, The Daily News and 
Leader, giving an account of what took place in South 
Wales only a month ago :—

WOMEN ROADMAKERS.
STRIKING PROTEST AGAINST OFFICIAL Apathy.

The women of Haverfordwest—descendants of those brave 
Pembrokeshire women who used their red cloaks with such 
success in repelling the attempted French invasion at Fishguard 
in 1797—are once more banded together in the public service.

Armed with shovels, reaping-hooks, and other implements, 
a band of forty are at work on an almost impassable road leading 
from Hook to Haverfordwest—the highway over which the 
women have to struggle on market days. Despairing of getting 
the Pembrokeshire County Council to do the necessary work 
by any other means, they have decided to effect temporary 
repairs themselves, and thus shame the public authorities into 
action.

The squad works with the precision of trained soldiers. The 
leader is armed with a motor horn, by means of which the opera- 
tions"are directed, and under her guidance yesterday trenches 
were" dug, pools of water drained away, and a decent pathway 
made in the middle of/a long section of the road..

" For’years we have been trying to get the road made good,” 

said one of the workers, “ but it has always, been discussion and 
more discussion, and we despaired of getting anything done. 
We are determined to have a decent path over which we can 
walk in comfort.-”

Those women, whose action you have so incautiously 
applauded, were law-breakers ; they were interfering 
with the work—-or the repose—of the properly con
stituted authority, trespassing upon its legal domain, 
taking upon .themselves what they had no right what
ever to do-—the repair of the King’s highroad. It is 
no answer, to the offence chargable against them, that 
the properly constituted authority was neglecting its 
business—was doing so perhaps for very good party 
reasons—in order to keep down the rates, or placate 
some voting interest on which it depended for its election 
to local office : or perhaps because it was divided in its 
opinion as to the need for that particular piece of road- 
making,—said, perhaps, that the majority of the 
women of the country did not demand it, and so on, and 
so on.

Liberal Cabinets may do the same sort of thing, and 
for the same port of reason ; but that is no excuse for 
the road-makers of Reform to set to work on their 
own account and make that position of refusing to 
legislate untenable. '

What this reprehensible and lawless gang of women 
ought to have done was to agitate constitutionally,—- 
ask air the voters who never had to walk along that 
muddy road to use their votes and turn ' out those 
neglectful councillors from office at the next election, 
or at the next election after that. And if the voters 
who didn’t have to use that road didn’t care enough 
about it to turn them out,—very well; then it was 
the law-abiding and constitutional duty of those women 
just, to wait and wait, and meanwhile on wet market- 
days go in mud up to their knees.

Instead of that, they took the law into their own 
hands, and The. Daily News praises them and calls 
their action “ a public service ! ”

We live, I fear, in a rebellious age. Only a week 
ago a man was up before a London magistrate for 
molesting a -woman, not in a lonely road where she 
was unprotected, but in a street with people walking 
about and with a policeman in sight. And it came 
out in the evidence that the woman had taken the 
law into her own hands and struck her assailant in the 
face. And the magistrate—dreadful man ' said he 
was very glad she had done it, and gave her victim an 
additional punishment over and above the blow that 
he had already received.

That magistrate mustn’t come and say that sort of 
thing here ! With a policeman in sight, she had really 
no excuse. There was the " arm of the law ” ready 
to come to her rescue. What more did she want ? 
Her mistake was that she allowed human nature and 
womanly instinct to come before law and order. And 
just as there is this tendency in individuals to be human 
first, and law-abiding only afterwards, so in the relation 
of sections of the community to the State there is a 
growing tendency to demand that the law shall adapt 
itself, to human nature, and not human nature to the 
law: in other words, to assert ■ that it is the duty 
of Government to placate the governed, not the duty 
of the governed to placate the Government. We even 
have moral teachers who tell us that it is only through 
people in this country having been implacably opposed 
to unjust government that our Constitution has made 
any appreciable advance toward freedom. “ All our 
liberties,” says Dr. Clifford, Free Church divine and 
contemporary leader of the Nonconformist conscience, 
“all our liberties are due to men who, when .their 
conscienceshave compelled them, have broken the 
law.” , '

That is a very disturbing doctrine,—all the more 
disturbing because, if you read history, it is unanswer
able. Therefore, I must beg of you not to read history. 
You who wish to be law-abiding—as I wish you to be 
law-abiding—will find the study of our constitutional 
history as full of incitement to rebellion against bad 

government as are some of the speeches which Mr. 
Lloyd George has made in Wales, Mr. Bonar Law at 
Bristol, Sir Edward Carson at Belfast, and Mr. Larkin, 
Mr. Tom Mann and Mrs. Pankhurst wherever they 
stand up to speak.

These people, if we lived under an even-handed 
Government, would all have been in prison together,— 
would every one of them have “ done time.” But 
they have not. Only the woman and the working-class 
leaders have been selected for that honour—perhaps 
because they really meant what they said, perhaps 
because membership of the Privy Council insures 
immunity from arrest, whether one of its members 
frequents a Piccadilly flatter whether another stirs up 
rebellion in Ulster.

I mention the Piccadilly flat case because the 
Editor of a London paper, which was lending its columns 
to the exposure of that scandal last year, told me that 
a member of the present Cabinet came to him and 
said : “ What name have you got hold of ?"—tried 
for an hour to get it .out of him, and, failing to get it, 
said : “ If it is a Front Bench man, on either side, then 
it is your duty—to suppress it for the credit of the 
country ! ”

Do you wonder, when that is a Cabinet Minister’s 
notion of the credit of the country, that women are 
determined to get the vote in order that they may 
sweep back such false notions of our National credit 
into the dustbin that they came from ?

Our laws, and our administration of the laws, may 
no more represent the consciences of women than does 
the mind of that Cabinet Minister, who used his power 
and influence to prevent the moral exposure of a Front 
Bench politician so as to keep up the credit/of male 

, government. - We men are responsible for the making 
and the administration of those laws, and for the keeping 
of such ministers in office. The women are not re
sponsible. We men are a part of that legislative 
system ; the women are hot. And yet I come here 
to tell women that, they are as responsible and as 
bound to give obedience to those laws and to those 
ministers as men are !

You pay taxes for the upkeep of unequal laws, for 
the unequal administration of those laws ; you pay 
out of your pockets the cost of the re-imprisonment 
time and again, under the Cat and Mouse Act, of 
Suffragist prisoners, and you see other prisoners— 
men, with a big backing of votes—(charged and sen
tenced for precisely the same offences)—Larkin and 
Lansbury and Connolly and John Scurr, you see them 
unconditionally released before they have served their 
time, and you are not to resist the payment of your 
taxes—those taxes which provide for the forcible 
feeding and help to wring out the lives of heroic women 
—resisters to unrepresentative government! You are 
not even to be tax-resisters !

Political corruption enters a borough or other con- 
stituency,—political corruption in which women have 
had no voice or part. A legal inquiry into that cor- 
ruption is set on foot, and the cost of it is charged upon 
the rates. And for that political corruption of the 
male electorate voteless1 women have to pay and are 
not to resist payment! The political corruption of 
that borough “ represents them," I suppose; and 
they are chargeable for it, as they also are chargeable 
for the upkeep of members of Parliament who have 
not troubled even to canvass them to ascertain their 
views.

This House of Commons, which could not find time 
•—even though militancy had ceased-—to pass into law 
a measure of women’s enfranchisement to which it 
had twice given a majority larger than the Govern- 
ment itself could command, could yet find time to vote 
into its members' pockets the money of unrepresented 
women, and having secured its £400 a year still con- 
tinued to vote to itself meals below cost price-food 
for its stomach for which you women as well as men 
have to pay. And you, while this easy and callous
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indifference to your claims goes on, have to sit down 
" constitutionally” and wait !

These road-makers are continuing to make roads 
of their own without consulting you,—roads which 
lead them to £400 a year, roads which lead them to a 
cheap dinner-table where they can get mutton-chops 
below cost price ; but you must continue your mud- 
march on that stick-in-the-mud route called " consti- 
tutional," which, in fact, is no real road at all, because 
it gives you no constitutional footing whatever. You 
must not do as those Welsh women did—go out with 
hammer and pick and shovel in defiance of slumbrous 
authority, and make a path of your own. No, that 
you must not do ! You must be law-abiding.

Legislation will go on, over your heads, session by 
session, and Liberal electors who say they " support ” 
Women's Suffrage will still refuse to use in your service, 
by putting Suffrage first, that constitutional weapon 
of the vote which is denied to you; and will go on “ sup- 
porting ” still this piling up of laws unjustly based. 
But you, with an equal right to the remedying ofyour 
grievances, but without the same constitutional means 
that they have, are not to substitute other means as 
a makeshift. No, that would be wrong.

You women have been compelled into the Insurance 
Act, but you must not resist its compulsory levies. 
Yet see what happens to you in its administration. A 
working-man who is insured, if he is unable to earn his 
wage gets his insurance money ; but a working-woman, 
who goes out to work, if unable to earn her wage does 
not get her insurance money unless she is also unable 
to do her housework, for which she gets no pay at all. 
They don’t ask the working-man whether he is able to do 
his house work ; knocked off from his wage-job he gets 
his pay without further question. The woman doesn’t. 

, The “rare and refreshing fruit" only falls to her when 
she is too ill even to potter about within the four walls 
of her home. . Nay, sometimes it does not fallto her 
even then without a long struggle ; for this precious 
law which compels the poor woman to insure forgot 
to. compel the officials to make due and punctual 
payment. Listen to this, published in . the Press less 
than a fortnight ago —--)

An . old woman was discharged from a convalescent home 
still incapable of work. She sent her medical certificate (pro- 
perly signed) to her approved society week after week, but was 
unable to obtain the money due. In despair, the penniless 
woman appealed to the commissioners who very solemnly 
declared that she was entitled to the money.

Several more weeks went by, and in spite of the declaration 
of the commissioners, the money was not paid. A further appeal 
was made for the people responsible for the working of the Act 
to see that justice was done. ‘ Though the medical certificat e 
was quite in order, she was .treated as a malingerer and sent to 
a referee !

The medical referee also reported that the woman was 
unable to work and therefore-entitled to benefit. Still the 
society did not pay, and the woman found herself butting against 
a stone wall of—‘nobody's business to enforce payment.” Every 
authority declared in favour of payment, but there was no 
authority to see that justice was done.

Why did not this Government which provided com- 
pulsion and penalties to make that poor woman insure, 
provide also compulsion and penalties for the respon- 
sible officials to make them pay what they owed her ?

They did pay at last: and who made them ? Not 
the Government, but Miss Margaret Douglas, who 
threatened a row and exposure in the Press, and perhaps 
at the next by-election, if they didn't pay.

That was all to the good ; but there is no redress 
for the woman who, though she Was sick and needing 
extra delicacies, was starved during five months of 
waiting. It is nothing to those who took her money 
with fine promises of help in time of need that after 
those months of privation she is back in hospital and 
not expected to recover.

No penalty under that Act was provided for those 
officials, but there was penalty provided for her had 
she refused payment. And it was a woman who had 
to be her champion. Miss Margaret Douglas is an 
exceptionalwoman, with exceptional knowledge and 

courage and persistence ; and it was she more than 
Sir Edward Carson or Mr. F. E. Smith who lost the 
Government their by-election at Reading. But she 
can’t be all over the country, and she can’t make herself 
a sufficient substitute for the granting of the vote to 
women. And I say to you men here that if you compel 
women under penalty into your ill-thought-out schemes 
of social legislation, . and cannot prevent even one 
such case of maladministration befalling them as a 
consequence,—then it is up to your conscience and 
your honour, by that very confession of your impotence 
to prevent wrong, to put Suffrage first all the way and 
all along the line ; and get rid once and for all of your 
arrogant notion that you can conduct social reforms 
to a right conclusion without the help of your " better 
halves.”

But all this is a light digression from the main point 
of my discourse, which is " Women obey!” Obey! 
Separate yourselves from all those great periods and 
examples in English history, which we men praise but 
which you must not, when our forefathers to preserve 
the spirit of the constitution broke the letter of the 
law. ■

Separate yourselves from the evil thing—from 
Wicliff, and Latimer, and Sir Thomas More,—great 
names, but alas! every one of them law-breakers : 
from John Hampden, who tested by resistance the 
law of taxation as it then stood, was adjudged by 
the High Court to have broken the law, and who yet 
went on breaking it, obtaining for himself in conse- 
quence not only a statue in Parliament, where it stands 
to this day, but the more excellent reward of a statute 
in Parliament which altered the law for ever after- 
wards, mainly as a result of his rebellious example and 
instigation.

Yes, you must separate yourselves from him ; from 
all those non-jurors also, and Free Churchmen who 
pushed our national claim for religious liberty to its 
logical consequence against the Church as by law 
established—and won. 7 You must separate yourselves 
also from those obstinate jurymen who, in order to 
force amendment of the criminal laws of this country 
from a careless Government in days when we hanged 
men for sheep-stealing, refused to convict even 
the guilty; and by holding the law up to contempt 
got it changed. Point by point you must separate 
yourselves from those exemplary acts in our con- 
stitutional history of which we unregenerate men have 
pretended to be most proud, but which we have to 
throw over when we come to dictate to you, who stand 
to-day in a like case, and tell you that in all circum- 
stances you must be law-abiding.

But I cannot stop there. We are all law-breakers 
to-day, perhaps without knowing it. Where the law, 
in consequence of changing conditions, ceases to be 
representative we break it—break it so often that we 
make it become obsolete long before it has become old. 
Of course it is very wrong of us, but that is what we do. 
All motorists break the law. though it is scarcely fifteen 
years old. It does not represent the present condition 
of things, and because it is out of touch with present 
conditions juries more often than not refuse to convict, 
even when chauffeurs in their haste have killed people. 
You cannot administer strictly a law that has got out 
of gear.

You women, who wheel perambulators in our streets, 
will in future, if you wish to be law-abiding, go off the 
pavements and wheel them in the road. You will 
there be a much greater nuisance and a much greater 
danger to the traffic, but you will be law-abiding. 
And if you wish to show Bournemouth what an un
comfortable thing law-abidingness can be made you 
have only to organise a parade of perambulators along 
that part of the thoroughfare in which, by law, they 
are allowed to go.

Or again, how many of us always go to church on 
Sunday morning ? The law says that we must.; but 
we. have so persistently broken it—and did so per

sistently break it from the time when it was first im- 
posed—that it has passed out of mind, ■ and no Govern- 
merit has even troubled to repeal it. But the punish- 
ment for breaking it is two hours in the stocks. And 
now that the Committee of St. Peter’s Hall know 
of the statute and the penalty, I look with confidence 
that they shall reassert the majesty of the law, and 
that every one of them who has broken it shall apply 
for the re-erection of the public stocks, in order that 
its rigours may be visited upon them in their own 
persons, and they—sit in that seat of judgment until 
their offence has been purged..

I give what may seem to you now a light example 
of the position in which these devotees of law and 
order would find themselves if they faithfully followed 
out their principles; but it was no light thing in the 
past for the men who broke down that rotten law by 
their persistence and made it of no effect. And while 
it is against that law itself that the laughter is now 
turned, it was not always so. In the days when that 
law was considered to be just, it was those who sat 
in the stocks who were laughed and jeered at.

So it is to-day. Men who are blind to the injustice 
of our present laws, and of a system which expressly 
excludes from the constitution -one-half of, the people, 
direct their wrath or their mockery against those who, 
without the constitutional weapon at their command, 
are fighting to get that injustice remedied. And 
always you will find it true, when the fight is against 
injustice, that those who would maintain injustice are 
keen to exalt the letter of the law, as though that were 
sacred, while caring nothing for the spirit.

In the past the men of this country fought against 
King and oligarch, and all institutions claiming authority 
over them, till representative government was granted 
them. But now the men of this country are a re- 
sponsible, and a guilty part of that Government which 
the women have to fight. It is the men as well as the 
Government whom the women accuse of holding unjust 
power. Thus it comes about that, when women to-day 
break the laws, it is not the dignity of King or of ruling 
class that they offend, but our dignity ,—the dignity of 
men,:—our self-esteem, our self-complaisance-, in the 
laws that we have made-—our good conceit of ourselves 
which, makes us go on thinking that we can still manage 
to effect just reforms without the women’s aid ; (and so, • 
exalting the party system above humanity, we tell the 
women that they must wait !

And they won’t wait: and therefore we' punish 
them ! And I do not envy that man his mind who 
says that he “ believes in Woman's Suffrage," and who 
is not utterly ashamed to let that cause, when once 
he has admitted its truth, stand anywhere but first.

If we men wish this fight to be fought and won 
constitutionally, then it is absolutely necessary that 
we should give the women the help of that constitu- 
tional weapon which is ours but not theirs. We must 
give them the help of our votes. We must redress 
the weight of those great party-organisations which 
still shut out the woman’s claim from their pro
grammes by ourselves putting Suffrage, first, —by re- 
cognising—whatsurely we must know in our heart of 
hearts—that this Woman’s Movement, which . has 
come to disturb so inconveniently the nice balance of 
our party system, is the biggest and the most living 
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movement of our day, that to it belongs the future, 
and that with it is bound up our best hope for the 
moral cleansing of the race.
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GASTRONOMIC INJUSTICE TO 
WOMEN.

a certain Suffragist procession, about the time 
a greatcompany of the women of the nation 

insured without their consent, one banner bore a
the legend “ Why should a man get 10s. and a woman 
only 7s. 6d ? ”, From one of the onlooking men came 
the answer, prompt and pat, “Because a woman eats 
less, stupid!” The-Suffragist retort that she would ■ 
certainly have to eat less if she were paid less, whatever 
the dimensions of her appetite or its size in ratio to 

- her brother man’s, was very much to the point. I 
have been reminded of this incident in going through 
the skilfully compiled- statistics, tables and household 
budgets of Mrs. Pember Reeves in her recent book, 
" Round About a Pound a Week” (G. Bell and. 
Sons, 2s. 6d. net.) It is a book which should be in 
the hands of every Suffragist who cares to know just s 
how the respectable working woman of London, several 
grades above the slum population, really lives.

The fact of man’s fixed belief—-and even woman’s— 
that his gastronomic requirements necessarily exceed 
hers, however hard her work and however long her 
hours, is again and again evident in these pages. And , 
not by any means in these pages only, alas ! Many 
readers will remember the controversy .aroused in The 
Daily News by Mr. Chiozza Money’s publication, of a 
London school-child’s experimental budget and dietary, 
in which " kippers for father " (nothing, of course, for 
mother), figured as an essential item. Equally as a 
matter of course, will many Lancashire wives, working 
side by side with their husbands, and going home to 
fresh work at night, accept without protest a different 
dietary , differing from theirs, in some cases, as regards 
both nutritive and appetising qualities. It is the eternal 
law that, " mon should tek‘ the best an‘ woman hev 
the rest.” He, the Lord of creation, must have "meyt 
to his dinner,” and “ a bit o’ summat tasty to his tay "; 
she, the child-bearer, housekeeper and joint wage- 
earner, must dispense with any such aids to appetite 
where there is not enough money to provide a “ relish ” 
for both. , Some of these Lancashire workwomen are 
beginning to wake up to their unequal conditions, as 
compared with the workmen’s employed with them, 
since Annie Kenney uttered her memorable -protest 
against certain aspects of these conditions. But there 
are many of their London sisters who are slow to follow 
their example, as the following records of food-expendi
ture in Lambeth “ homes " will show :

Throughout the week every breakfast for mother and children 
consists of their shares in half a loaf of bread, with a touch from 
the weekly six pennyworth of margarine. This is accompanied 
by tea made from the 4oz. which has to last for seven days. 
The 2d. tin of milk and the 2 lb. of sugar, which also have to 
do seven days’ duty, furnish the tea with milk and sugar. The 
husband’s breakfast relish usually takes the shape of an egg. 
Sunday dinner is roast mutton, greens and potatoes. Tea is ■ 
" tea,” made as above, and toast. All the week-day teas for 
mother and children are a repetition of breakfast. Mr. Z (the 
husband) has fish or a rasher added.

And here is another case of " kippers for father "; 
a week’s menus for a family of mother, father and four 
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children, all under five—and all obliged to live " round 
about"a pound a week. ”

Sunday.—■-Breakfast: One loaf, 1 pz. butter, 2 oz. tea, a 
• farthing’s-worth of tinned milk, a half -pennyworth of sugar. 

Kippers extra for Mr. X. Dinner : Hashed beef, batter pud- 
ding, greens and potatoes. Tea: Same as breakfast, but Mr. 
X has shrimps instead of kippers.

Monday.-r-Breakfast: Same as Sunday. Mr. X has a little 
cold meat. Dinner: Sunday’s . dinner cold, with pickles, or 
warmed up with greens and potatoes. Tea: One loaf, marma- 
lade, and tea. Mr. X has two eggs.

Tuesday.—Breakfast : One loaf, 1 oz. 
worth of cocoa. Bloaters for Mr. X.

butter, , two penny-
Dinner :

dripping; cheese and tomatoes. Tea: One loaf.
Bread and 
marmalade

and tea, fish and fried potatoes for Mr. X.
Wednesday.—Breakfast: One loaf, 1 oz. * butter, tea, corned 

beef for Mr. X. Dinner: boiled bacon, beans, potatoes. Tea: 
, one loaf, 1 oz. butter, and tea, cold bacon for Mr. X.

Thursday.—-Breakfast: One loaf, jam, tea. Dinner : Mutton, 
chops, greens, potatoes, Tea: 1 loaf, 1 oz. butter, and tea. 
(Friday’s - breakfast repeats Wednesday's^. Friday—dinner: 
Sausages and potatoes. Tea : 1 loaf, jam and tea.

.Saturday.—-One loaf. 1 oz. butter, two pennyworth of cocoa. 
Dinner : Pudding of “ pieces " {i.e.. odd scraps of butcher’s 
meat), greens and potatoes. Tea : One loaf, 1 oz. butter, and 
tea. Fish and fried potatoes, for Mr. X.

Now, readers must remember that Mrs. X. was a 
nursing mother, “ minding ” three children under five, 
besides the baby at her breast • that her “ home " 
consisted of one room in a drab and dreary street of 
Lambeth— (one room for washing, cooking, bathing, 
eating, and sleeping in !); and that in spite of all 
difficulties she was " a good manager,” with children 
who “ looked fairly well and seemed'vigorous.” There 
is no suggestion that Mr. X was not an excellent husband 
and father and a hard worker withal. But it never seems 
to have occurred to him that the wife and mother, 
depleted of her vitality by bearing four children in five 
years, and mostly confined to one stuffy room, while 
she spent yet more of that starved vitality in nursing 
the youngest, may have sometimes craved a “ relish" 
at tea or breakfast as much as he did. He had, at least, 
fresh air (as fresh as London air can be in the district 
of mean streets), the daily change from home to the 
scene of his work, the intercourse with his fellows; 
she had only the one room in the dark house of the 
drab street, had only, as her life there, the maddening 
monotony of washing, cooking, cleaning, mending, 
with no ray of relaxation or pleasure/ And yet he, 
not she, must have whatever poor “dainties” or 
“tasty bits” the family income could afford. Even

Mrs. Reeves evidently thinks his daily “ relish ” and 
Mr. Z’s, and many another husband’s of those men- 
tioned here, no more than his due—is he not the worker, 
the breadwinner, who must be “kept up to his work ” 
at all costs ? But how is she, a nursing mother, to be 
kept up to hers ? On greens and potatoes and “tea,” 
supplemented by bread with cheap jam or “ a touch of 
margarine I ” ,

Working men ought to be better fed; there is no 
doubt about that. But so, too, ought working women ; 
and of the two their need, their claim, is greater. Vege- 
tarianism on well-planned lines, carefully adjusted to 
meet their tastes and their pitiful purses, might no doubt 
nourish both wage-earner and house-mother more 
effectually ; though it must be remembered that the 
taste for pure food is not created by such an environ
ment, and that the workers must have what they can 
eat. But the point I wish to emphasize is not the 
often unscientific feeding of the poor-—usually forced 
upon them, as Mrs. Reeves explains, by the lack of 
proper cooking utensils or of sufficient gas and fire— 
but the fact that the workman’s inadequate food allow- 
ance of 6d. a day must forsooth drop to 2d. a day, or 
less, in the case of his wife. One cannot help wondering 
it, were he the child-bearer and the virtual prisoner in 
one dreary room, he would regard his as the inferior 
claim to " relishes,” aids to a jaded appetite, or any 
parallel privileges.

This gastronomic injustice to women is hot without its 
seriousside for the nation. The nursing mother, for
bidden anything “tasty” or tempting by the poverty 
which will only provide such " relishes” for one, is 
often unable to eat at all; or forces herself to swallow 
a morsel, without appetite, as " a mere' necessary • 
filling of the lamp of life with oil.” And the baby at 
her breast ? Let empire-builders look to it; for of 
such mothers comes the race that is to be.

8. GERTRUDE FORD.

“Daily Herald" Suffrage Week
During the week commencing February 2nd and 
concluding the following Monday, February 9th, 
the “ Daily Herald ’' will direct attention to the

The programme of Special Articles will 
include contributions from the DAILY
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. " vote ” poster parade.
Rally Round Our Banner for the Poster Parade on 

Friday, February 6, Round the Theatre Queues.
Every parade must be a greater success than the one 

before. Members of The Vote Brigade will welcome 
all friends as paraders. Meet at Headquarters at 5.30 p.m.

Mrs. Walter Carey invites Vote sellers to tea at the 
office every Thursday from 4.30 p.m. onwards.

P. LEAHY, Vote Street Sales Organiser.

to
Wear Out Clothes

Suppose you always wore 
clothes as roughly as you rub 
on a wash-day.

How long would they last?
Fels-Naptha does away with

your 
them

most
of the rubbing and the scrubbing 
brush—the naptha takes its place.

It saves the hard work—it saves 
the wear on clothes.

Even if you don’t mind the work 
—the linen-saving is worth the trial 
of Fels-Naptha.
913 Fels-Nartha 39 Wilson street London EC

CAXTON HALL “WEDNESDAYS."
There was a largo audience on January 21 at the first of the 

Caxton Hall “Wednesdays” after the holidays to welcome 
Miss Cicely Hamilton and Miss Arma Munro as speakers. Mrs. 
Hunt-man presided, and said that the Women’s Freedom League 
demanded a Government measure for Woman Suffrage, and 
on nothing else would we spend time or money.
- Miss Hamilton, in the course of an interesting address, said 
that though the vote was in discredit to-day with those who 
had it, it was still our standard or symbol, and if it had no 
value because of possible changes in the political system, women 
must still have it so as " to be there in our places with the right 
to equal terms with men in any form of Government that may 
be evolved.” No class of men ever, devoted so much energy 
to the preparation for the franchise as women are devoting all 
over the world to their mental enfranchisement. Women, she 
said, had made meetings an instrument of political power ; the 
great difficulty nowadays was not to go to meetings. It seemed 
to be a law of Nature that if you do not control yourself someone 
will • control you.

Miss Munro spoke of the growing strength of the League 
outside London, the formation of new Branches in England, 
Scotland and Wales, and increase of work everywhere. She 
made special reference to the Homerton Campaign, and the 

.League’s determination to bring before, the public the facts 
of this case of "‘ The Protection of a Criminal."

Voters and Voteless ! I Be ready to welcome the Northern 
men demanding a Government measure for Woman Suffrage 
while they are in London on February 14 and 15. For particulars 
see last page of THE Vote.
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Suffrage question on a scale that 
before been attempted by any daily

We have engaged the services of a 
Special Commissioner, who will 
present the true facts of Government 
torture, and in addition a dozen or 
more of those best able to speak both 
from the Women’s and the Men’s 
points of view will contribute forcible 
articles dealing with the present 
situation.

This campaign has been timed to 
direct public attention to the subject 
at the very moment that Parliament 
is meeting for an eventful Session.
What ought Parliament to do ?
What can we compel the Govern- 
ment to do ?
What can you do ?
These and other questions we desire 
to answer.
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newspaper.
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“VOTE” APPEAL: £100 WANTED.
Dear Fellow-members and Readers,—I desire to 

thank very heartily all who have contributed to our 
Fund for the enlargement of The Vote. Their help, 
with the kind and cordial letters we have received, 
testifying to the pleasure they take in our paper,, have 
greatly encouraged us. But we must make a further 
appeal. The Fund is not yet large enough to enable 
us permanently to increase our columns. We remind 
those of our readers who may be able to help us, that 
the moment is critical in. the history of the Woman’s 
Movement. The League is increasing; we are making 
new branches and new members; work of all sorts 
is pressing upon us ; never was there a time when a 
really representative paper was so urgently needed as 
it is now. Therefore I beg you to help us. 1 regard. 
The Vote as the life-blood of the League. Many, I know, 
week by week look out for it eagerly. My own keen 
disappointment when, through unforseen circumstances, 
during my recent travels, our Christmas number arrived 
several days late, is fresh in my memory; and the 
consciousness that we must support the thing we love, 
has drawn my own special contribution.

-I hope others will follow my example, and so lighten 
our task. Yours sincerely, C. -DESPARD.

Subscriptions Received.

Amount already acknowledged . . . .
Mrs. Despard . . . . . . .. • ..
Hackney Branch W.F.L. (per Mrs. Catmur)

£ 
73 
' 5

0

3
0

10

d.
6
0
0

" THE CHILD: STATE and Parental Responsibility. "— 
A discussion on this subject, arranged by the Fabian Women’s 
Group, will take place on Monday, February 2, at the Caxton Hall 
at 8 p.m., to be opened by Mrs, Cobden Sanderson. Mrs. Pember 
Reeves will preside. The di- ussion will emphasise the need 
for women to have political power to influence man-made 
legislation, the good intention of which is often spoiled by want 
of understanding.

“MANNERS MAKYTH MAN. ”j
As an outcome of the Bishop of Winchester’s letter 

to The Times of October last, our Winchester Branch, 
on the initiative of its president, Mrs. Walter Carey, 
has undertaken active propaganda in the city. Miss 
Andrews and myself held a public meeting, which 
was widely advertised, and we hoped amongst our 
audience there would have been at least a few repre
sentatives of the religious world ; finding our endeavours 
to obtain a hearing in this eminently pacific way met 
with no success, I personally called on some of the 
clergy. The Dean refused to see me, writing : " There 
would be no object in such an interview, as he had 
an opinion, not lightly formed, that the Parliamentary 
Suffrage should not be given to women either in the 
interest of the nation or of themselves.”

On Epiphany Sunday I was privileged to hear 
in the ancient cathedral that contains amongst other 
treasures the ashes of Jane Austen, a fine sermon 
from the Canon in residence ; he spoke of ideals, social . 
service, enthusiasm, courage. I felt sure I could not 
fail to meet with sympathetic treatment from this man 
of golden words. But, alas, with stony countenance 
he told me he “ refused to discuss the subject,” and I 
was shown the door with scant courtesy. Ideals and 
enthusiasm he evidently considers suitable only for men ; 
yet, strange to say, his . congregation on that Sunday 
morning consisted mainly of women.

. These examples are typical of the reception I met 
with from the Clergy everywhere. I am writing per
sonally to the Bishop to point out that a truce on 
the part of the women would, in the face of such -ignor
ance and prejudice, mean extinction of our Cause. 
His letter is addressed to men and women of good
will ; they appear scarcely to exist in the city of Win- 
cheater, not only was goodwill conspicuous by its 
absence, but in some cases the “ manners ” that we
are told " makyth man.” M. C. Hyde.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS: W.F.L.

BEDARE TO
FREE.

VOTES 
FOR

LONDON AND SUBURBS.
~ am Fri., Jan. 30.—CROYDON POSTER PARADE to 

advertise THE VOTE, 11 a.m. CROYDON W.F.L.
s ■ OFFICE, 32A, The Arcade, Public Meeting, 3.30 

p.m. Speaker :‘Mrs. Tanner.
. ‘; . Sun., Feb. ,1.—REGENT‘S-PARK (weather 

permitting). Mr. Hyde and others.
Mon., Feb. 2.—W.F.L. OFFICE, 1, Robert-, 

street. Discussion Meeting, 8 p.m., to be opened . 
by Mrs. Nevinson. Subject: “ That men having 7 
sole political power are to blame for the present 
muddle of Society.” Chair : Miss St. Clair. 
Admission free.

Tues., Feb. 3.—CLAPHAM, 37, Honeybrook- 
road, Clapham Park, Branch Committee 
Meeting, 8 p.m.

Wed., Feb. 4.—CAXTON HALL, Public Meeting, 3.30. Mrs. Nott 
Bower " Reforms Urgently Needed in Criminal Law." and Miss C. 
Nina Boyle. Chair: Mrs. Mustard. Admission, free. . 5 ;

Thurs., Feb. 5.— CAMDEN ATHENAUM, Camden-road, N., 8 p.m.. 
Public Meeting. .Speakers: Miss Boyle and others. Chei: Mrs. 
Huntsman. ., ... . .

OUR OPEN COLUMN.
*** Letters intended for publication must-be written on one side 

‘ of the paper only, and ^authenticated by the name and address 
of the writer, It must be clearly understood that we do not 
Necessarily identify ourselves with the opinions expressed.

Dear Madam,—In her article this week, Miss Boyle says 
that one result of the placing of Woman Suffrage on the Liberal 
programme, “might be the secession of the Anti-Suffrage 
Liberals to the Unionist ranks, as was the case over Home 
Rule,” &c. There is, however, one very important difference 
between the two cases. The Liberal opponents of Home Rule 
were able to join a party (Conservative) which was definitely 
opposed to that measure.

The Anti-Suffrage Liberals have no such refuge, as the Con- 
servatives are not, as a party, pledged to oppose Woman’s 
Enfranchisement. In fact, some of the warmest advocates 
of Woman Suffrage are members of the Unionist Party.—Yours 
faithfully,

32, • Wynne-road, Brixton, K. S. TANNER.

JOHN PIGGOTTS, FEBRUARY SALE.
- CHEAPSIDE.. LONDON.

WATCH WRISTLETS FOR LADIES- 
Nickel or Oxydised Centrique Shape 
Wristlet Watch, {-Plate Cylinder Es-

capement. Usually sold at 5/9.
SALE AlA Postage

PRICE -l-f 2d.

LADIES’ WATERPROOFS 
Made in best quality single 
texture Fawn Paramatta, 
with Prussian Collar, tab 
on cuff, square pockets, 
Raglan sleeves. All seams 
double-stitched and taped.

Usually sold at 25/6.
SALE - o/< 
PRICE ■ PI2"

LADIES’ DRESS CASES and 
TRUNKS at greatly reduced 

prices (see List).

Fri., Feb. 6.—-WARWICK: House, Wood -lane, Highgate, N. Draw, 
ing-room Meeting (by kind invitation of Mrs. Simmons), 8 p.m. 
Speakers: Mrs. Despard and Mr. J. Y. Kennedy. Chair:- Mrs. 
Mustard. (Invitations to be obtained from Miss Mitchell, Merok, 
Great North-road, Highgate.)

Sat., Feb. 7.—CAXTON HALL, Tango Practice Class, 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. 
under the auspices of the London Branches Council. Tickets, 2s. 
(including tea) from Mrs. Huntsman, W.F.L. Office.

Mon., Feb. 9.—-KENSINGTON, 6, Argyle-road. Drawing-room Meet- | 
ing (by kind permission of Mrs. Brend), 8 p.m. Speaker : MissBoyle. | 
CATFORD. Drawing-room Meeting, 8 p.m. Miss Anna Munro.

Wed., Feb. 11.—CAXTONHALL, Public Meeting, 3.30 p.m. Mr. 
John Seurr on " Go Home and Mind the Baby.” CAXTON HALL, 
Political Meeting, 8 p.m. W.F.L. Speakers and others.

Fri., Feb. 13. — CROYDON W.F.L. OFFICE, 32A, The Arcade, 
Public Meeting, 3.30.

Mon., Feb. 16.—W.F.L. OFFICE, 1, Robert-street, Adelphi, 
cussion Meeting, 8 p.m., to be opened by Miss Hodge. Subject, 
General Effect of the Women’s Vote in Australia and *" "

Dis-
The

New Zealand.”’
Tues., Feb. 17.—CLAPHAM, 1, Imperial-mansions, Bromells-road, 

Clapham, Branch General Meeting, 8 p.m.
Wed., Feb. 18.—CAXTON HALL, Public Meeting, 3.30 p.m. The 

Rev. Moritz Weston, D.D., on “ Christianity and Mary Magdalene.”
Fri., Feb. 20.CROYDON W.F.L. OFFICE, 32A, The Arcade. Public 

Meeting, 3.30 p.m.
Wed., Feb.25.— CAXTON HALL, Public Meeting, 3.30 p.m., Mrs. M. 

Cunningham ; " The Race-Bearers and the Falling Birth-rate in France."
Fri., Feb. 27.— CROYDON W.F.L. OFFICE. 32A, The Arcade, Meeting, 

3.30 p.m.
- PROVINCES.

Fri., Jan. 30.—Bournemouth, St. Peter’s Hall, Hinton-road,
8 p.m. Public Meeting. Mr. Laurence Housman and Miss Nina
Boyle. Chair: Miss Underwood.

Mon.. Feb. 2.—Middlesbrough, Hinton’s Cafe, 8 p.m. . Business 
Meeting. Ipswich, St. Laurence’s Hall. Green, Gold, and White 
Fete. Opening Ceremony by Miss Nina Boyle, 3 p.m. Meeting, 
8 p.m. Speakers : Miss Boyle and Mrs. Tippett. Dramatic enter- 
tainments. Cake and Candy and Work Stalls. Burnage, Garden 
Village, Branch Meeting. .

Wed., Feb. 4.—Reading. Meeting arranged by Branch. Mrs
Despard. Afternoon.

Fri„ Feb. 6.—Sheffield. Stevenson’s Cafe, Exchange-street. " At 
Home," 7.45 p.m. Speaker : Miss Anna Munro. Tickets. Is., including 
refreshments. _ . ' .

Mon., Feb. 9.—Middlesbrough, Hinton’s Cafe, 8 p.m. "‘Speaker : 
Miss Alice Dewhurst. Subject: " Child Study.” Burnage, Garden 
Village, Branch Meeting.

Thurs., Feb. 12. Southampton. King’s Speech Meeting, 8 p.m. 
Speakers: Mrs. Leigh Rothwell, Mr. Perriman, and Dr. Stancombe.

Mon., Feb. 16.—Middlesbrough, Hinton’s Caf6, 8 p.m. Speaker : 
Mr. Kelsall. Subject," Anomalies of Present System;”

Thurs., Feb. 19.—C hester. Brown and Co.’s Sale Room, St. John- 
street, 8 p.m., Meeting. Speaker: Mr. John Morris. Subject, " Why 
Men Should Support Women’s Suffrage.’

Mon., Feb. 23.—Middlesbrough, Hinton’s Cafe, 7.30 p.m., “At 
Home.” ‘Speaker: Miss Winifred. Jones: “ Things That Count.”

Tues., Mar. 3.—Chester, Crane House, Drawing-room Meeting, 
3 p.m. Hostess : Mrs. Crosland Taylor. Speaker : Miss Eunice Murray.

SCOTLAND.

Islington Dental Surgery.
.68, UPPER STREET. N.

Mr. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist,
Mr. Fredk. G* Boucher, Assistant Dental Surgeon, 

Established 35 Years.
Gas Administered Daily by qualified Medical Man, Fee 7/6. Nurse in attend- 
ance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches, Send Post Card for Pamohlet.
N.B.No Show-case at door. CONSULTATION FREE. Tel. 3795 North

“Problems of the Women’s Movement.”
A SERIES OF

FOUR LECTURES
BY

Miss LIND-AF-HAGEBY,
• AT THE

QUEEN’S (Small) HALL, SEN&E,AW.
(Sole Lessees : Messrs. CHAPPELL & Co., LTD.)

On Thursday Evenings in February :
Feb. 5th, at 8.15 p. m.—“ Sex and Social Evolution,"
,, . 12th, at 8.15 p.m.—" Psychological Aspects of the 

Struggle for the Franchise.’’
,, 19th, at 8.15 p.m.—" The Genesis of the New Woman.” 

11 26th, at 8.15 p.m.—“Feminist Politics and the State.’’ 
TICKETS, 1/-, 2/6 and 5/-. To be obtained at the Box-office,

Queen’s Hall, or the International Suffrage Shop, 1 1, Adam Street, 
Strand, W.C., or by letter containing remittance from Miss Schartau, 
170, Piccadilly, W.

OPTICS A SPECIALITY.
Expert Optician in Attendance.

SIGHT TESTED FREE.

SALE CATALOGUE (84 PAGES) Post Free.
Telephone No. 3025 Kensington (4 Lines.)

Cooper & Co.’s Stores, London, S^W

DEPARTMENTS.
Teas and Coffees.
Groceries.
Provisions.
Cooked Meats 
Poultry and Game.

Bakery
Fish.
Meat.
Fruit and Flowers.
Vegetables.

Confections.
Patent Medicines.
Perfumery, &c.
Brushes.
T urnery.

Hardware.
Stationery.
Wines and Spirits 

(Tobaccos, &c.
Coal, &c., &c.

LUNCH ORDERS A SPECIALITY.
FAMILIES WAITED ON DAILY FOR ORDERS.

SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES’
MEETINGS.

Fri., Jan. 30.—Lochgelly, Co-operative Hall, 8 p.m. Councillor Millar.
Mon.. Feb. 2.—Glasgow.70, St. George’s-rd. Sewing Party, 7 p.m.
Tues. Feb. 3—Glasgow. Academy Rooms, Partick. “ * " “

8 p.m. Hostesses : Mrs. Wilson, Miss White, and 
Speaker : ' Miss Eunice Murray.

Wed., Feb. 4.—Edinburgh. .Suffrage Shop, 90, 
‘ At Home." 7.30. Speaker: Miss Eunice Murray. .

" At Home,” 
Miss Bunten.

Lo thian -road.

Tues-, Feb. 10.— Glasgow, M’Lellan Galleries. Public Meeting, 
8 p.m.'" Speakers : Miss C. Nina Boyle, Rev. Canon J. O. Hannay. 
(George A. Birmingham). Chair : The Very Rev. Provost Deane. 
Edinburgh. Suffrage Shop, 90, Lothian-road, 2.30 p.m. Dr. Aimee

The Women’s Freedom League
HOLDS

PUBLIC MEETINGS AT CAXTON HALL
Every Wednesday Afternoon,

at 3.30.

FEBRUARY 4th.
Speakers : Mrs. NOTT BOWER, “Reforms Urgently 

: Needed in Criminal Law.” Miss NINA BOYLE.
Chair: Mrs. MUSTARD. 

ADMISSION FREE.

THE LAVENDER LAUNDRY,
STRAFFORD ROAD, ACTON, W.

Telephone 822 Chiswick.
This Laundry is now being generally recognised for 

FAMILY WORK OF THE FINEST KIND. 
BABIES’ DAINTY FROCKS AND LACES.

LADIES’ SILKS, LAWNS, MUSLINS, AND LINGERIE 
of the most delicate description may be sent to us without hesitation.

WE accept Announcements of Suffrage and 
kindred Meetings for this Column at the 
rate per single insertion of 2s. for 24 words. 
Id. every additional word; four insertions 
at the price of three. 1 All Announcements 
must be Prepaid, and, to ensure insertion, 
should reach the ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER, 
VOTE Office, 2, Robert-st., Adelphi London, 
by the First Post on Tuesday Morning.

NTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FRAN- 
CHISE CLUB, 9, Grafton-street, W. 

Subscription, 1 guinea. Wednesday, Febru- 
ary 4, 8.30, Discussion : " La Femme Seule.” 
Miss CHRISTOPHER St. John. Chairman: 
Mrs. STANBURY.

PTATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN’S SUF- 
L‘ FRAGE SOCIETIES.— GLASGOW 
SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE 
(Non-Party, Law-abiding). PUBLIC MEET- 
ING, St. Andrew’s Halls, Thursday, Febru- 
ary 5th, 8 p.m. Chair: Mrs. HENRY FAW- 
CETT, LL.D. Speakers : Miss MAUDE Roy- 
DEN, the Right Hon. W. H. DICKINSON, 
P.C., M.P. Tickets at Suffrage Office, 202, 
Hope-street, 2s.; reserved, 1s. and 6d. Free 
tickets.

LITERARY.

LAYS, DUOLOGUES, MONOLOGUES, 
dealing with all phases of the Woman’s 

Movement, 3d. and 6d. For Drawing- 
rooms, Platforms or Stage purposes. 
Descriptive List (2d.) post free on applica- 
tion.—ACTRESSES’ FRANCHISE LEAGUE, 2, 
Robert-street, Adelphi.

Gibbs : “ Healthy Homes and a Healthy Race."
OTHER SOCIETIES.

Tues., Feb, 3.— WOOLWICH L.R.A., 8 p.m.

Tea, 2.30 to 3 p.m.

Mrs. Tanner.
Sun., Feb. 8.—Kingston HUMANITARIAN SOCIETY, 7 p.m. Miss 

Munro.
Thurs., Feb. 12.—Middlesbrough, Presbyterian Church Guild, 

Newton-road. Address on Women’s Suffrage by Mrs. Schofield Coates.

A Safe Investment.—Set all doubts at rest by giving Messrs. 
Cooper & Co., 68—74, Brompton road, S.W., a trial order for 
groceries. Youwill receive courtesy and attention and find a 
most varied selection of goods from which to choose. Their 
fresh fruits as well as their bottled and tinned fruits are to 
be specially recommended, cakes, biscuits, and confectionery.

William Clarke & Son’s

COAL.
Silkstone .. 28/6 | Best Nuts .. 25/6 I Stove Coal.. 23/-
Best Household 27/- Roaster Nuts 24/- Anthracite Nuts 40/-
Special House 26/- I Large Kitchen 23/6 I

Coke 13/6 per Chaldron.
341. Gray’s Inn Rd., King’s Cross, W.C. ‘Phone 3656 North."‘. mreng

DRESSMAKING.
MORA BUCKLE, 399, Oxford - street 
-—(opposite Times Book Club). MOD. 
ERN ARTISTIC DRESS SALE. Also Em. 
broidered Djibbahs and Coats. (Entrance 
Gilbert* street.) .

LAUNDRY.

The new GROSVENOR LAUNDRY,
55, Strafford-road, South Acton, W., 

UNDERTAKE FAMILY WORK ONLY. 
Flannels washed in distilled water. Open-air 
drying-ground. Highest-class hand work at 
moderate prices. Telephone, 10 Chiswick.

ARTHUR’S STORES, %ere
FOR GENERAL PROVISIONS AND 
HIGH - CLASS CONFECTIONERY.

All cakes and pastries made of the finest ingredients by our own bakers. 
Trial Earnestly Solicited.

Our Motors deliver daily in the following neighbourhoods :—Hampstead, 
Golder’s Green, Hendon, Mill Hill, Garden City Hampstead, Cannon’s Park, 
Putney, Barnes, Kew and Bedford Park. ________________________ .

PREPARE FOR SUNSHINE AND RAIN
BY VISITING

M essrs. A. & P. KUCHEMANN,
1, Arundel Place, Coventry St., W. (near Haymarket).

Large selection of SUNSHADES, UMBRELLAS, STICKS. 
Excellent Value. Moderate Prices. Re-coverings from 3s. 6d.

REPAIRS QUICKLY DONE.

YOU WILL NOT BE DISAPPOINTED.

Put out the fire MAPLETONS
and live on the natural foods we put up. 5 "
They are delicious and economical.
Send for our new list, with food tables 
and much useful information. Post free
on request from [Mention this paper. • ynggry goy grmgy y
MAPLETON’S, CAWZTBS&L. TOOL

LUNCHEON & TEA ROOMS
39, Baker Street, W.

LUNCHEONS FROM ONE SHILLING.
SPECIALITY: SIXPENNY TEAS. J 

Open on Sundays. Tea and Hot Suppers. 
ROOM TO BE LET in the Evening for

MEETINGS, Whist Drives, &c.
Application for letting to be made ’ to 

Manageress, as above.

“DUTCH 
OVEN.”

MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS
F or insertion in the next week’s issue, copy 
must be sent in by Monday morning to 
THE ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER, 

2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

Change of — .. 
Educational *, 
Boarding Houses

CHARGES x
Air ..

Pensions 
Houses and Flats 
Professional 
Ladies’ Businesses

Partnerships ..

and

and

FIRST 15 words, Is.
Each additional 7 words, 
or part of 7 words. 6d. 
Four consecutive inser- 
tions for the price of 

three, if prepaid.

Exchange and Sale .. ..
Home Produce & Domestic Pets 
Employment...........................
Recommended Servants 
Governesses, Companions, and

Lady Helps

FIRST 15 words 
6d.

Each additional 
7 words, or 
part of 7 words, 

60.

BOARD-RESIDENCE.
Rooms, Holiday Homes, &c.

At the strand IMPERIAL hotel, 
opposite Gaioty Theatre, Strand, 

London.—Absolute Privacy, Quietude, and 
Refinement.—Ladies will find the freshest, 
warmest, daintiest, cosiest quarters. Sump
tuous Bedroom with h. and e. water fitted, 
Breakfast, Bath, Attendance and Lights, 
from 5s. 6d. En pension, 9s. For long stays 
special terms. Finest English provisions.— 
MANAGERESS, 4788 Gerrard.

BUSINESS, &c.

Guard AGAINST LOSS.—For One Shil- 
ling per annum we cover Keys, Bags, 

Umbrellas, etc., against loss, and supply an 
Accident Coupon covering subscribers against 
Accidents by Railway, Tramcar, Omnibus, 
Cab, and ’ Cycle. Thousands sold. Join at 
once.—ChIef INSPECTOR, Mutual Co., Limited, 
335, High Holborn, W.C.
MRS. AYRES PURDIE, A.L.A.A., re- 
- covers overpaid income Tax, buys or 
sells Stocks and Shares, effects all kinds of 
Insurances or Annuities, mortgages, loans 
on reversions, or any business of a legal or 
financial nature.—Hampden House, 3, Kings- 
way. ’Phone 6049 Central.

TO LET.
LAPTON.—WELL-FURNISHED FLAT 

(Self-Contained), Dining-room, Lounge, 
three bedrooms, Kitchen (gas stoves, etc.), 
bathroom (h. & c.), every convenience, near 
station, one minute ‘bus and cars. Rent 
moderate.—Mrs. ROSE, Kingsway Hotel, 
Guilford-street.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Bargain remnant BUNDLES of
IRISH LINEN HUCKABACK TOW- 
ELLING, for Bedroom Towels. Sufi- 
cient to make 6 full-sized Towels. 
Price 4s. 6d. per Bundle. Postage 5d. 
extra.—Hutton’s, 166, Larne, Ireland.

LUTHNER’S UPRIGHT GRAND
PIANO. Perfect condition, fine tone.

Exceptional bargain.—11, Parkhurst-road, 
Holloway.

Boneless corsets.—New invention, 
unbreakable. List free. — Knitted

CORSET Co., Nottingham.

ADIES DEMAND “The SHAMPOO
SATCHET with the Lavender per- 

fume.” Seven sample LAVENDO Satchets 
sent free. Is., and Special 1914 Scheme, to 
all Vote supporters.—CURTIS, JONES and 
Co., 112, Woodville-road, Thornton Heath.

SAFETY AT LAST!!
Ask for " Veroid " non-inflammable 

Ladies’ Fancy Combs, plain or jewelled.
Recommended and Sold by

HARROD’S STORES, Hairdressing and Haby.
Depts.

SELFRIDGE AND Co., Ltd., Hairdressing Dept 
DEBENHAM & Free body (Fancy Department).

In Scotland
P. S. F. TENSFELDT, 122, Princes-street, 

Edinburgh.
See that every article is stamped as this :— 

VEROID * Non-Inflammable, in a small circle.
REFUSE ALL SIMILAR NAMES. .

For Shipping and Wholesale only:
Thb VEROID and Co., 17, WELL STREET.

LONDON, E.C.

SEND 2s. Id. for 50 " Green Box," pure 
hand-made Turkish Cigarettes (flat).—

HERBERT DUNHILL, 36, Lowlands-road, 
Harrow-on-the-Hi 11.

PA-PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS AND 
HOW TO USE THEM, free. Send 

for one.—TRIMNELL, The Herbalist, 144, 
Richmond-road, Cardiff. Established. 1879.

Q 4 I THE MINERVA PUBLISHING CO, 
7 I= have on Sale a capital VACUUM 

— 4 CLEANER. A child can use it, and
AAI "it Gets the Dust!". Can be seen in 

( Room 28, or sent with written guar- 
----- antee on receipt of P.O. for 21/-.
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NORTHERN MEN’S FEDERATION FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE. 
Founder and Hon. Organiser - Mrs. ARNCLIFFE-SENNETT.

"Now’s the Time and Now s the Hour I ” 

A MASS MEETING
OF THE MEN OF THE NORTH

WILL BE HELD IN THE ■

MEMORIAL HALL, Farringdon Street, Ludgate Circus, E.C.,
SATURDAY AFTERNOON, FEBRUARY 14, at 3 o’clock (DQO55,°REN)

BOOK THE TIME AND BOOK THE HOUR !

Preliminary List of Names of some of the Members of the Northern Men’s Federation : 
who are coming 400 miles to give a

MANDATE FOR A GOVERNMENT MEASURE FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE THIS SESSION
Baillie Alston, J.P.
Councillor BARRIE.
Councillor HAMILTON BROWN, J.P.
Councillor CAMERON, J. P.
Councillor CHARLTON.
Councillor CRAWFORD.

Ex-Councillor COLBRON.
Ex-Baillie GORDON.
Councillor Hamilton.
Councillor ROSSLYN MITCHELL.
Councillor MURRAY (Father of the Edin- 

burgh Council).

Ex-Provost PERRY.
Ex-Baillie Rae.
Councillor STABLES'ORTH.
Councillor TURNER.
Councillor Walker.
Councillor WHITEHEAD, J.P. &c., &e.. and

COUNCILLOR ALEXANDER WILKIE, M.P. (Secretary to the Shipwrights’ Federation).
Mr. J. AITKENSON, J.P. {Hon. Sec. for New- Mr. R. K. GAUL {Hon. Sec. for Berwick-on- 

castle). . Tweed.
Mr. John Allison, J.P. Mr. John HENDERSON. :
Mr. JOHN BELL. Mr. J. ILLINGWORTH.
Mr. J. BRUNTON. Mr. W. G. Inglis.
Mr. CUTHBERTSON, J.P.Mr. ALEX. KIRKWOOD.
Mr. J. DARBYSHIRE (Hon. Sec. for Man chester). Mr. J. LAWSON.
Mr. HENRY DRUMMOND. / | Mr. RICHARD LEVEN.
Mr. R. FERGUSON. Mr. DUGDALE MACMILLAN.

And (engagements permitting)
MR. ROBERT SMILLIE (President of the Miners’ Federation

Speakers’ Names to be announced

Mr. J. McMichael, J.P.
Mr. J. WILSON McLaren.‘

• Mr. ALEXANDER ORR.

Mr. J. RENNIE, J.P. ‘ ,
Mr. A. M. Service {Hon. Sec. for Glasgow).
Mr. THOMAS Shaw.
Mr. T. Trainer. .
Mr. W. TWADDLE, 

&c., &c.,

of Great Britain).
later.

The Northern Men’s Federation was formed from 
the Deputation of Baillies, Town Councillors and others, 
whom Mr. Asquith refused to receive last July. It 
has been in existence six months, and has accomplished 
splendid results. Branches have been formed in the 
chief cities of Scotland and elsewhere, and a con- 
tinuous campaign of open-air Meetings has been kept 
going all through the winter. These meetings have been 
fully reported in the Press. Many successful meetings 
have taken place in the halls of the various towns,. 
and a Mass Meeting for the men’s mandate was held 
in the Synod Hall, Edinburgh (the largest hall in the 
city), on November 14. This Meeting was attended 
by many members of the Town Council, and was voted 
a brilliant success.

Special and CONCENTRATED CAMPAIGNS have been, 
and will be, conducted in the Divisions of :—

• BRIDGETON (Mr. McCallum Scott, M.P., Anti- Suffragist 
and Supporter of Mr. Asquith).

I ST. ROLLOX (The Rt. Hon. McKinnon Wood, M.P., 
„ Supporter of Mr. Asquith).

SOUTH EDINBURGH (Mr. Lyall, M.P., Anti-Suffragist, 
-Secretary to Mr. Asquith).

EAST EDINBURGH (Mr. Hogge, M.P., Supporter of Mr.
Asquith), and

( • CENTRAL EDINBURGH (Mr. Price, M.P., Supporter of 
Mr. Asquith).

A Deputation was received by Sir EDWARD GREY, at 
Berwick-on-Tweed, on October 27, 1913, reports of which 
appeared in The Times, Scotsman, Glasgow Herald, Manchester, 

. Newcastle, and other leading newspapers, the fighting 
speeches of the men being withheld from publication. -

A Deputation of the N.M.F. was received by the Lord Provost 
and Town Council of Glasgow, on November 12 last, and subse- 
quently. a resolution to petition Parliament, passed by a big 
majority. .

A Resolution to petition Parliament was introduced into the 
Town Council of Edinburgh by Councillor Crawford, seconded 
by Councillor Bruce Lyndsay, on December 2, and passed by 
a large majority.

Sir JOHN SIMON, on his visit to Glasgow, was approached 
to receive a Deputation. He refused!

. LORD HALDANE, on his visit to Edinburgh, was approached 
to receive a Deputation. He refused !

Mr. LYALL, M.P. (Anti-Suffragist and Supporter of Mr.. 
Asquith) - received a Deputation of Members of the N.M.F. 
and his own constituents on December 18, and his answer 
being so unsatisfactory, the Liberal members have decided to 
withdraw their votes.

Over 200 letters have been sent to the Presbyteries of the 
Free Church and United Free Church of Scotland, urging them 
to appeal to the General Assembly of Scotland, and take up 
this question in a religious spirit, and the Archbishop of Canter
bury has also been approached.

On Friday, January 10, the Glasgow Trades Council decided 
-to send Councillors Charlton, Turner and Walker to represent 
it at the Northern Men’s Meeting on February 14.

Writing to the Hon. Organiser, on October 18, Mr. Israel 
Zang will said : ‘ ‘ The formation of the Northern Men’s Federa
tion is the only gleam of hope that has lately appeared on 
the horizon. ... I put great hopes in the North.”

Londoners I Come and Welcome the North on Feb. 14th I
ADMISSION FREE.—A Few Reserved Seats at 2s. 6d., to 

be obtained from the ACTRESSES’FRANCHISE LEAGUE, 2, Robert- . 
street,’Adelphi; the SECRETARY TO CONVENTION, 6, Wellington- 
road, St. John’s Wood; and at the Hall.

A MASS MEETING will be held in 
Trafalgar Square on Sunday, 

February 15th, at 2.30 p.m.

Voters ! Come in Your Thousands !
Printed for the Proprietors, THE MINERVA PCBUSUING Co., LTD., by w. SPEAIGET AND SONS, Fetter Line, London, E.C. 

Editorial and Advertisement Offices, 2, Robert Street, Adelpht. W.O


