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OUR WOMEN MAYORS.-vin. ne

DAME JANET STANCOMB-WILLS, D.B.E., MAYOR OF RAMSGATE.

I have been 
VOTE, in my 
Ramsgate.

asked to write a few words to The
capacity as first woman Mayor of

This year, by the unanimous wish of my colleagues, 
I have accepted the office of Mayor, and am doing 
my best to fill the position worthily. I take more

I came to live in the town 
of that year joined the 

* Education Committeeas a 
coopted member. Then a 
branch of the Women’s 
Local Government Society 
was formed here by the 
energy of the late Mrs. 
Chaning - Pearce (always
keen for 
of women 
and that 
was time

the participation 
in public affairs), 
body decided it 
to put forward a

woman as candidate for 
election to the Borough 
Council. They fixed upon 
myself as their champion, 
because I possessed the 
necessary ■ qualifications, 
which were then more ' 
stringent than now.

I cannot say I particu
larly desired to ‘do this 
work, as my previous life 
had ' given me no training

in 1911, and in November interest in the general

DAME JANET STANCOMB-WILLS, D.B.E.

policy of the Council with 
regard to town improve
ments in various directions 
than I do in matters especi- 
ally concerning' women and 
children, though, naturally, 
I take my place on Com- 
mittees affecting- their wel- 
fare.

In my opinion, women 
are needed on public bodies, 
but I do not think we need 
boast as if we are doing 
something rather wonder
ful. After ail, men have 
performed these duties for 
centuries, and it has been 
considered "all in the day’s 
work," and not at all as 
something exceptionally 
praiseworthy.

Ramsgate’s third woman 
Councillor has just been 
elected, and I hope in time
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for it, and I doubted my fitness.
duly elected (1913), and have sat for the same Ward representative, 
ever since.

However, I was each of all the six Wards will have one woman

my 
all

our 
ove 
our 
ery 
24,

Janet STANCOMB-WILLS, D.B.E, 
(Mayor of Ramsgate).

Other issues of this series in The Vote” :—VII.a Councillor Mrs. Alderton, J.P.,'Mayor of Colchester, November 9th, 1923 : VI. Miu Beatrice Cartwright, J.P„ Mayor of Brackley. 
Northants, December 15th, 1922; V. Mrs. Ada Salter, Mayor of Bermondsey, December 1st, 1922; IV. Councillor Min Clara Winterbotham, M.B.E., Mayor of Cheltenham, 
deptember 15th, 1922 ; III. Councillor Miu Christina Hartley. Mayor of Southport, Lancs, August 11th, 1922 ; II. Mrs. J. M. Phillips, Mayor of Honiton, Devon, July 7th, 1922;

I. Mrs. Ellen Chapman, Mayor of Worthing, June 2nd, 1922,
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WOMEN AT HOME 6 ABROAD.
Prospective Women Candidates.

Lady Rathcreedan, of Bellehatch Park, Henley-on- 
Thames, has been asked to stand for the Henley 
Division of Buckinghamshire, which constituency is 
next to that now represented by Lady Terringion. 
Lady Rathcreedan will stand in the Liberal interest. 
Mrs. Corbett Ashby has again been enthusiastically 
adopted as prospective Liberal candidate for Richmond.

Another Barrier Down !
The Turkish authorities propose to remove from the 

trams the thick red curtains which have separated the 
seats occupied by Moslem women travellers from the 
rest of the car; on the ground that the curtains are 
carriers of disease, and merely to reserve the two front 
rows of seats for women.
More Women J.P.s.

Mrs Jane Close, a member of the Board of 
Guardians, Mrs. Elizabeth Mark, of the Women’s 
Citizen’s Association, and Mrs. H. E. Samuel, widow 
of the late Alderman J. Samuel, M.P., are the first 
women magistrates to be appointed in the borough of 
Stockton.
Queer Trades for Women.

In the new Post Office London Directory the follow- 
ing women are engaged ip the following unusual 
trades : Bath-chair proprietor, i; beer-can maker, i ; 
dealers in birds and live animals, io; boot closer, i; 
chimney sweepers, 6; cowkeepers, 3 ; cycle maker, 1; 
cycle agents, 9 ; livery stable keepers, 2 ; loan and dis
count, 1; locksmith, 1 ; saddlers, 3 ; ticket writers, 2 ; 
wheelwright, 1; undertaker, 1.
Italy’s New Decoration.

A new decoration, to be known as the “ Star of Merit 
for Work,” has been created by the Italian Cabinet. 
The decoration will be awarded exclusively to manual 
workers, of both sexes who have distinguished them- 
selves in skill, trustworthiness, and good conduct. 
Holders of the decoration must have been engaged in 
industrial labour for 25 years, and in agricultural 
labour for 35 years. .
“ Copec” Conference.

Miss Lucy Gardner, Hon. Secretary of the Confer- 
ence on Christian Politics, Economics, and Citizenship, 
which is to meet in Birmingham next April, is largely 
responsible for the genesis of the idea, and has worked 
on the Conference for two years. Miss Gardner is a 
member of the Society of Friends.
Woman M.F.H.
: To mark her completion of 21 years in the Master
ship of the Nevaddfaur (Cardiganshire) Foxhounds, 
Mrs. T. H. R. Hughes was recently presented with a 
diamond fox brooch, and a cheque for £284.
Women and War Work.

A Committee has been formed at Bourges for the 
purpose of erecting a monument in memory of the 
women of allied countries who gave their work, and 
some even their lives, during the war,
Women’s World Forum.

A Pavilion is being erected in the grounds of the 
British Empire Exhibition at Wembley by the Inter- 
national Council of Women, which will be the head- 
quarters of women from all over the world, who are 
expected to visit the Exhibition when it opens in May.
Woman Meteorologist.
. Miss E. W. Pilkington, who took over the duties of 
Borough Meteorologist at Buxton recently, is the first 
woman in England to hold a similar appointment.
Woman Surgeon’s Triumph.

Mlle. Drefus-See has been selected, out of 650 com- 
petitors, both men and women, for a post as house 
surgeon in a Paris hospital.

WOMEN AND PUBLIC LIFE.
(Refrinletl from " The North Eastern Daily Gazette.")

Two noticeable results of the entry of women into 
public life are : the stricter watch kept on public expen
diture, and economies which have been unobtrusively 
effected in various departments administered by bodies 
on which women are represented. Last year, for 
example/ Bermondsey had a woman as Mayor, to 
whom a grant of 400 for expenses was made. Of this 
amount she has just returned an unspent balance of 
£220. Again, a North Country Board of Guardians 
recently reduced its allowance to Guardians for 
expenses, on a woman Guardian showing that the 
amount previously allotted was more than was neces
sary at the present time. These examples are cheering 
proof that the claim put forward in the season of the 
Suffrage agitation (how far away it all seems to-day !), 
that women had their own special contribution to bring 
to the national life, has been justified by results. Fur
ther, they are good examples of the right way to 
economise in public expenditure. When a public body 
is bidden to revise its estimates and cut down expendi
ture, too often the first item on which the axe is used 
is the salary list, and that weapon, moreover, has a 
way of starting to work at the bottom of the list rather 
than at the top. There is a true economy and a false 
economy.. And as woman is the keeper of the house- 
hold purse, so she seems to have a knack of seeing 
where savings can be effected in public expenditure 
without inflicting undue discomfort or causing any loss 
of efficiency. Hence she is well fitted to take her share 
in spending- the nation’s money, and seeing that good 
value is obtained for every penny. A fear was some- 
times expressed by reactionaries that legislation in 
which women had a part would be either sentimental 
and unpractical, or of the grandmotherly restrictive 
order. A favourite vision was that of a forbidding 
type of female—“ D.O.R.A.” personified—forbidding 
individual liberty of action in every direction; but it 
must be confessed that so far there seems very little 
danger of such a result. Election candidates are find- 
ing that high-flown sentiments and eloquent speeches 
have no attraction for the women voters. These may 
‘‘ go down ”• with the men, but women are proving 
themselves the practical business members of the 
human partnership, with a keen eye on the prices of 
commodities and the cost of living, and other sordid 
but imperative topics.

NEW PUBLIC SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.
We congratulate the Council of the new Public 

School for Girls on its acquisition of Hemsted Park 
for the Benenden School, Cranbrook, Kent. Accord
ing to The Times, the dene of Hemsted appeared in 
A.D. 993 in the Charter of King Ethelred, and an 
account of the Manor di Hemsted can be found in 
Hasted’s “History of Kent.” The present house is 
modern, but embodies part of the old structure, and 
electric light, modern drainage, central heating, and 
company’s water have been recently installed. It 
stands on the highest point of the Weald of Kent, 15 
miles from the sea. The grounds, of 147 acres, both 
park and woodland, are beautiful, and provide excellent 
playing-fields. The aim of the school is to give a 
broad general education. The curriculum will be 
planned to enable girls to qualify for a career, and at 
the same time to stimulate in them interests which will 
enable them to live a full and useful life at home. It 
will be possible for the elder girls who do not wish to 
qualify for a, university career to add to a modified 
curriculum a. course in one of the following groups of 
subjects :—Household training; music, art, and hand- 
work ; carpentry and bookbinding ; poultry-keeping" and 
gardening.
INTERNATIONAL FRANCHISE CLUB, LTD., 9, Grafton 
I Street, Piccadilly, W.I. Subscription : London Members, 

£3 3s. ; Country Members, £1 5s. ; Irish, Scottish and Foreign 
Members, 10/6. No Entrance Fee till January 1st, 1924. 
Excellent Catering; Luncheons and Dinners a la Carte, All 
particulars, Secretary Tel : Mayfair 3932

WOMAN SUFFRAGE IN FRANCE.
In the last number of La Fra.nga.ise, Mme. Cecile 

Braunschvig discusses the recent debate on woman 
suffrage and the family vote in the Chamber of Depu
ties. She insists that these are not only two distinct 
questions, but that they seek to establish two utterly 
different principles; that to adopt woman suffrage is 
to recognise that every adult citizen has the right to a 
share in the political life of the country, which is the 
basis, of democracy, involving the principle of uni- 
verbal suffrage, whereas the family vote means a plural 
vote, since the head of the family would have as many 
votes as there were young children. The supporters 
of the family vote, declares Mme. Braunschvig, take 
their stand bn the question of depopulation, but, as M. 
Pinard pointed out, there were probably much more 
effective ways of dealing with that question. Some of 
the partisans of the family vote failed to understand 
why the majority of feminists were against it, as the 
family vote would give women the right to vote. But 
Mme. Braunschvig's reply to that is, that although 
women are perfectly well aware that suffrage propa
ganda has gained in some quarters, notablyamong 
parties on the Right, by the idea of the family vote, 
and owe some gratitude on that account, yet women 
claim to have the right to enter political life, not 
through a small door which • is only half-opened to 
them, but through the large door of the Republicans. 
She says : “ Let Parliament first give us the right to 
vote, and we will then say to our candidates what we 
think about the family vote. It is true that opinions 
will be divided, because all women, just as all men, 
have not the same opinion. But of this we are certain 
—the family vote as it was presented to the Chamber 
will never be accepted by women. As M. F. Bougere 
remarked in the Assembly, ‘ Why should the father 
alone exercise the vote for the children? ‘ We have 
always said that we will never submit to this new 
inequality between the father and the mother. The 
situation, then, is this: We desire that the Chamber 
shall make a separate pronouncement on woman suf
frage, and on the family, vote. If the latter is adopted 
by the Chamber, and the father alone has the right to 
vote for his children, the Union of French Suffragists 
will fight against it, although it includes female 
suffrage. If the family vote was modified, and it was 
agreed that fathers and mothers should share the votes 
for their children, which is, however, improbable, the 
Union, while leaving its members full liberty to act as 
they choose individually, would remain neutral on this 
subject, as the suffrage would be accorded to men and 
women on the same terms. ”

Writing in Le Mouvement Fiministe, December 
28th, Mlle. Emilie Gourd comments'on the inferiority 
of the married mother’s position under the proposed 
system of the family vote, when the father exercises 
the vote on behalf of the children, and the mother only 
does so when there is no legal father, or when the father 
is dead. Under this system, an unmarried mother 
would have two votes, one for herself and one for her 
child, whereas the married mother would only have one 
vote for herself ! It is curious into what absurdities 
politicians fall when they strive to avoid the straight 
issue of the equality of the sexes.

ANGLO-JEW1SH WOMEN’S PROGRESS.
Anglo-Jewish women, alike with their Christian 

sisters, have achieved in this . country a fair 
measure of independence and equality with men. In 
all Jewish communal institutions, women find their 
rightful place, both as members and administrators. 
The Board of Guardians, the Jewish Hospital, the 
Religious Education Board, are notable bodies in point 
of example, while the amount of excellent work done by 
such organisations as the Union of Jewish Women, 
and certain Committees of the Society for the Protec
tion of Girls and Women, which are almost entirely 
“manned” by women, clearly prove the capacity, of 
Jewish women for public work, especially such women

as Miss Nettie Adler, J.P., the Hon. Mrs. Ernest 
Franklin, and the Hon. Lily Montagu, J.P. But, as 
in the case of their Christian sisters, the stronghold 
of orthodox religion still denies Jewish women equality 
of office and opportunities, although tacitly agreeing 
to their special spiritual gifts. It is true that on the 
Jewish Religious ’ Union, and in connection with the 
Hill Street Synagogue, there is no bar against women, 
while at Upper Berkeley Street, men and women sit 
together during Divine Worship on Sabbaths, and the 
screen in front of the ladies’ gallery in the various 
synagogues is no longer universal. But against these 
ameliorations there are plenty of examples to the oppo- 
site. Only last year, the Board of Governors of the 
Hebrew Union College of America rejected the proposal 
for the ordination of women as Rabbis, and agreed 
that “no change should be made in the practice of 
limiting to mates the right, to matriculate for the 
purpose of entering the Rabbinate. ” The decision 
caused much surprise and indignation at the time' as a 
young Jewish woman, Miss Martha Neumark, had 
already been accepted as a student of the College by 
the Board of Governors, and naturally expected to 
become a candidate for ordination in due course. More 
recently still, and nearer home, the Council of the 
United Synagogue discussed the question of granting 
women the franchise, and the right of being elected on 
Boards of Management and the Council, but finally 
rejected the proposal by an overwhelming" majority. 
The difficulty that seems to have impressed most of the 
members, and the bogey that was set up for the 
purpose, was the supposition, if women were allowed 
the vote, that they would necessarily claim to become 
members of the Boards of Management for which they 
voted, and, that being conceded, their right to become 
wardens could not be resisted, which would involve 
their taking part in the public services of the syna- 
gogue.

The Vote in 1924.
Dear Readers,

The Vote is your own paper, issued especially on your 
behalf, and in 1924 we want to make it better than 
ever. We cannot make it a really effective organ, however, 
without your assistance.

WILL YOU HELP US 
in whatever way you find best ? Some of you write : send us 
short articles or stories on social or political questions 
which especially interest women. Others read: send us the 
names of any really good books with a Feminist interest, and 
we will order them for review. Every time you come 
across any particular items of news pertaining to women, 
pass it on to us, and we will find a corner for them in our 
column, “ Women at Home and Abroad.”
THOSE OF YOU WHO LIVE ABROAD 

can help us enormously by sending us information about the 
progress of the Woman’s Movement in your part of the World, 
which we will gladly add to our International news corner. 
We also want you to tell us about your own particular 
achievements, and anything you are doing to further the 
objects of the Women’s Freedom League. In 1924 we mean 
to introduce a special column, in the last week of each 
month, on

WHAT MEMBERS ARE DOING, 
and to this we heartily invite you to contribute, so that we may 
have the latest news of our members’ activities.' You can all 
do something, however small. Advertise, and support our 
advertisers. Write letters for " Our Open Column.” Improve 
The VOTE circulation, not only by talking about it to your 
friends, but by bringing in fresh subscribers.If every 
member will bring us in new subscribers during 1924,

“THE VOTE” WILL BECOME
• SELF-SUPPORTING.

With best wishes for the New Year, 
Your faithful servant,

THE VOTE.
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The Editor is responsible for unsigned articles only. Articles, 
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unsuitable MSS. if a stamped addressed envelope be enclosed, but 
the Editor cannot be responsible in case of loss.

A HAPPY NEW YEAR !

Never have the prospects for the women’s cause in 
Great Britain been brighter than at the beginning of 
1924. We have eight splendid women duly elected to 
the House of Commons, all of whom are keen on 
women’s interests; a great number of our able, 
staunch, and tried men friends have been returned to 
the new Parliament, and two powerful political Parties 
in the State, the Labour and Liberal Parties, are 
pledged to work for the complete political, legal, and 
economic equality of women and men. Nothing could 
be more fortunate than this combination of forces in 
favour of women’s emancipation. It only remains for 
women outside Parliament to set all these forces in 
action, and to keep them in action, in order to win a 
tremendous victory for the cause we have at heart. 
We urge every one of our members, and all our 
branches, to see that they do not fail in their part in 
securing this victory, for we do not think that such an 
opportunity as the present is likely to occur again for 
a long- time. We recognise that very important ques
tions, involving our policy at home and abroad, will 
come before Parliament, and may bring about the fall 
of more than one Government; but we claim that the 
question of the political, legal, and economic equality 
of the sexes is independent of these questions of policy, 
and that it has a prior right to be settled, because the 
policy pursued by our Government both at home and 
abroad affects women equally as much as it affects men. 
We therefore call upon all our branches immediately 
to do their utmost to make themselves a strong politi
cal force in their locality ; to gather into their ranks as 
many women and men as they possibly can who believe 
in the equality of the sexes, and together work by 
holding public meeting’s, by letters and articles to the 
local Press, and by sending resolutions and deputations 
to their local Members for the political enfranchisement 
of women at the same age as men, and on a short 
residential qualification only ; for the enforcement of 
the provisions of the Sex Disqualification (Removal) 
Act; for the equal rights of married women with 
married men in regard to the guardianship of their 
children, and the separate assessment on their own 
income for Income Tax purposes ; for the' recognition 
by the State of an equal moral standard for men and 
women; for the equal consideration of unemployment 
of. women as of the unemployment of men; and for 
equal opportunities and equal pay for equal work for 
women and men throughout all branches of the Civil 
Service at home and abroad,- in the teaching profes- 
sion, in all other professions,, and in industry. Where 
we have no local branch, but only individual members, 
we urge those members to form a branch, and work 
together vigorously on the lines set out above, because 
we firmly believe that it is possible to gain all the 
objects we have mentioned within the life of the new 
Parliament, if only the women who desire them reso
lutely determine to secure the real equality of rights 
and opportunities between the sexes, for the purpose 
of which the various woman suffrage societies were 

founded, and for which they exist. If the women who 
now belong to these organisations will make full and 
active use of the power they already have in their 
constituencies, we are convinced that not only will they 
make it impossible for women to exercise the Parlia
mentary vote on unequal terms, and at a different age 
from men, at a fourth General Election, but they will 
enforce the removal of most of the existing- inequalities 
of the law as between men and women, and secure for, 
the women of this country a really Happy New Year.

PROTECTION OF WOMEN AND CHILDREN.
The Women’s Freedom League has repeatedly pro

tested against unequal legislation for men and women 
in industry, and especially against our legislators’ 
habit of linking up women with children in making 
regulations in industry. We are glad to see that our 
suffrage friends in America are with us in this principle. 
In Equal Rights, the organ of the National Woman’s 
Party, for December 22nd, we are told that many of 
the recent labour laws enacted in that country have 
established an identical standard of protection for 
women in industry, and for children in industry. The 
Connecticut law, for instance, reads :—

“No public restaurant, cafe, dining-room, barber 
shop, hairdressing or manicuring establishment, or 
photograph gallery shall employ any minor under 16 
years of age, or any woman, between the hours of 10 
o’clock in the evening or 6 o’clock in the morning'.”

It is not so long ago since the whole world believed, 
and. acted up to its belief, in keeping women in political 
tutelage; the point of view of the whole world has got 
to be altered in regard to the economic or industrial 
tutelage of women. It is impossible to work for 
women’s equal opportunities and equal pay with men 
in industry, if restrictions are to be put on the work of 
women which are not also placed on the work of men; 
and it is ridiculous to pretend that adult women who 
are capable of earning their livelihood are not capable 
of taking care of themselves; Women keenly resent 
men’s grandfatherly legislation in these matters. They 
claim that, if night-work is bad for women, it must 
also be bad for men ; that in that case there should be 
as little night-work as possible, but that what there is 
should not be monopolised by the members of one sex. 
We entirely agree with the Woman’s Party in its 
declaration that identical legislation for women. and 
children is unfair to both groups. It subjects women 
to restrictions that make it difficult to get well-paid 
jobs, and it prevents youth from getting the protection 
it needs. The Women’s Freedom League agrees with 
the Woman’s Party in saying : “ Give to adult women 
the same freedom in earning their living that is given 
to adult men. Give the children the full protection 
they need. Having given boys and girls an equal 
chance to grow to maturity, let us give them equal 
freedom to use that maturity as they will. So the 
human race will reach its maximum growth."

SOUTH AFRICAN WOMEN TO VOTE?
General Smuts, addressing a recent meeting of the. 

Women’s South African. Party at Pretoria, said that 
women were divided in opinion on the subject of female 
franchise. He, however, was prepared to stand or fall 
by his own opinion. He thought that the time had 
arrived for women to toe the line in the great political 
battle, and the South African Women's Party must 
educate women up to their duties. This is regarded as 
an invitation to the suffragists to bring further pressure 
to bear on the Government to introduce a woman 
suffrage measure. Mr. Partick Duncan, who spoke at 
the same meeting', said that Parliament would adopt the 
women’s franchise the moment it became plain that the 
majority of women favoured it. Last year, a women’s 
enfranchisement measure was defeated by one vote 
only. Our best wishes to our South African sisters for 
their full political enfranchisement at an early date !

1 From Mrs. Despard.
I As one who worked with you in the days when our 
valiant little ship, which has breasted so many storms, 
first started on its adventurous voyage, I send you 
to-day a word of greeting and good will. Change of 
circumstances (so far as the work is concerned) has 
driven us apart. I am still in the storm, for never has 
my country passed through so disastrous a year as 
1923. You, dear friends, greatly through your own 
energy, pluck, and endurance, have entered, I hope 
and believe, upon smoother waters. It is strangle to 
look back over the eventful years that have gone by 
since our League sent out the first issue of its little 
organ, The Vote, and, indeed, we are sometimes 
almost staggered by the change that has taken place 
in the position of women. Some who wrought finely 
with us have passed away. To them we send loving 
remembrance, with regrets that they have not lived 
to see the better day. Others, children then, are 
earnest fellow-workers with us now. To them also I 
send the greeting and thanks of an ancient warrior. 
Let them set their shoulders to the wheel, so that, 
before 1925 arrives, they also may obtain their political 
freedom. With heartiest good wishes to, all League 
members and Vote readers, Yours always in the great 
cause of human emancipation, C. Despard.

Miss Elizabeth Berry.
To The Vote, its staff, and all its many readers and 

friends, I send most sincere greetings for a successful 
and really prosperous New Year. Much has been 
achieved by women for our cause during 1923. May 
much more be accomplished in 1924. But to do this, 
workers and helpers are needed to increase the circula
tion of The Vote, to work for the next Fair, and assist 
with all the other activities of the League. With more 
helpers, The Vote and the Women’s Freedom League 
may do.much to forward the Women’s Cause in 1924.
Councillor Mrs. Schofield Coates, J.P.

Never before have the women of this country com
menced a year with hopes so high. We expect, at 
least, equal suffrage, an all-embracing- Sex Disqualifi
cation Removal Act, equal rights for parents, adequate 
provision for necessitous widow's and children, and 
either work, or a fair share of maintenance grants and 
training, for the army of unemployed women. These 
are all possible within the year, but increased and 
persistent effort is needed, with loud and insistent 
demands. ■ This means we must have a big League, 
and a big circulation for The Vote, to make our aims 
well known and supported in every constituency.

The Annual Conference of the National Union of 
Women Teachers is taking place this week a’t the 
Exchange Hall, Nottingham. On the Agenda is the 
following resolution on Unemployment:—

‘ ‘ This Conference urges the Government to consider 
the existing distress among teachers who are unem- 
ployed, owing ‘ to the uneducational and retrograde 
policy of the Board of Education, by which arrange- 
ments are made for : (a) Increasing the size of classes. 
(b) Imposing on the "head-teachers of some schools the 
responsibility of teaching a class, in addition to the 
duties of organising and supervising the whole school, 
(c) Employing- unqualified persons in the place of quali
fied teachers, (d) Postponing a general system of 
Nursery Schools, (e) Postponing a general system of 
Day Continuation Schools, and thus leaving a large 
number of girls and boys, who are unable to obtain 
employment/ exposed to the dangers of idleness. Con
ference emphatically asserts that these ‘ economies ’ are 
detrimental to education, and will prove a serious 
handicap on the citizens of i the future; therefore, 
in the interests of the children, and as an initial step 
towards relieving unemployment, calls upon the Goy-

Mrs. Dexter.
To hope that The VOTE may progress in the future 

as it has in the past is, I think, the best wish I can send 
for the New Year. Its ever-increasing usefulness to 
the busy woman, who wishes to know all that is being 
done by women and for women, is a matter for con
gratulation to the Editors and staff. May their inkpots 
be well filled, and their pens well dipped, . for that 
splendid cause the Women’s Freedom League has 
always stood and still stands for with ever-growing 
vigour—“ Equality of rights and opportunities between 
the sexes. ”
Mrs. Legge. .

Our New Year’s resolution must be to place an 
Equal Suffrage measure, and Educational, Housing, 
and Health reforms on the Statute Book during 1924. 
No effort must be too great or too small to assist the 
Women’s Freedom League in raising- a fund so that at 
any by-elections a woman candidate may be returned 
who will strengthen the hands of the eight women 
already elected.
Miss C. Neal.

The New Year opens for all women under better 
conditions for rejoicing- and hope than have been experi
enced since the 1918 extension of the Franchise Act. 
That eight women have' been elected to Parliament, 
and that all the women candidates had such relatively 
large polls, proves that women’s entry into the political 
world is an accepted fact. The presence of these eight 
women in the House must influence and expedite that 
class of legislation which women so much desire. This 
is all to the good. But every feminist will realise how 
much remains to be done. While women are being 
welcomed as sharers in the unpaid work of the country 
—as magistrates, jury-women, Town Councillors, and 
Poor Law Guardians—their economic, position remains 
as it was. Payment for work and opportunities for 
advancement still depend upon sex, and the advantage 
is always to the male sex. The great fight for women 
in 1924 must be to make progress towards the attain- 
merit of our goal—absolute equality between men and 
women not only in politics, but in economics and in 
morals. Only when these are obtained can we afford 
to relax our efforts and to rest on our laurels.
Miss M. I. Neal.

We women are beginning to see the fruits of our 
labour. Let our New Year resolution be to continue 
the good work, to fail not, and so shall we make 1924 
a happy New Year—for ourselves and those who come 
after us. 

w

eminent to make, at an early date, the Education Act 
of 1918 fully operative.”

Equal Pay and Equal Opportunities find a place in 
the following resolution :— -

“ This Conference declares :• (a) That the principle of 
Equal Pay for Equal Work is not only a sound prin- 
ci pie, but is also the only basis for a permanent settle- 
merit of the problem of the economic and social position 
of men and women workers, (b) ‘That equal educa- 
tional opportunities should be given to girls and boys, 
(c) That all posts in the industrial, civil, municipal, and 
educational services be open to women on the same 
terms as men. ’ ’

Several resolutions insist upon the right of married 
women to freedom of choice in their work, one of which 
calls upon the Government, “ in view of the failure of 
the Sex Disqualification (Removal) Act to protect the 
rights of married women to choose their work, to intro
duce such legislation as will ensure this protection.”

Quite early in the Agenda is a resolution urging the 
Government to take immediate steps to extend the 
Franchise to women on the same, terms as men.
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THE HONOURS LIST.

Men again practically monopolise the New Year’s 
Honours List. This List includes a Viscount, three 
Barons (among- whom is our old opponent, Sir Fred
erick Banbury), five Privy Councillors, ten Baronets, 
and sixty-six Knights—all of them being men, and a 
great many of them comparatively unknown to the 
general public. In addition, twenty-eight men have 
received the Order of the Bath, twenty men the Order 
of St. Michael and St. George, thirteen men have been 
made Knights Bachelor, one man has had bestowed 
upon him the Imperial Service Order, thirteen men the 
Star of India, -thirty-three men the Order of the Indian 
Empire, eight men the Kaiser-i-Hind Medal of the First 
Class for public services in India, and two women, the 
Rev. Mother Marie Leonie, of St. Joseph’s Convent, 
Moulmein, Burma, and Dr. Louisa Helena Hart, 
medical missionary, Madanapalle, Madras. No 
one can pretend that there is anything ap- 
proaching equality in this division of Honours for 
men and women. We fervently hope that Mr. Bald
win’s will be the last British Government which refuses 
to act impartially in this matter as between its men 
and women citizens, and we look forward to the time 
when women as well as men will appear in the King's 
Honours Lists.

Women’s organisations will certainly not .grudge 
the honour paid to Lord Robert Cecil, last month, in 
his elevation to the Peerage. His long and distin- 
guished public service fully entitles him to this reward, 
and we congratulate Lord Cecil of Chelwood on the 
State’s recognition of this service. We feel confident 
that when the question of the right of women Peers 
to a seat, a voice, and a vote in the House of Lords 
is again discussed in the Upper House, Lord Cecil will 
be on the side of women’s representation there. We 
wonder if Sir Frederick Banbury went to the House of 
Lords in order to escape the eight women in the House 
of Commons, and to hold the fort in “ another place ?

NEWS OF COMMITTEE MEMBERS.

We are delighted to have better news of Mrs. Pierotti 
and Miss Alix M. Clark, and congratulate them and 
ourselves on their continued progress towards health 
and strength. Mrs. Pierotti has already visited us at 
the office, and we look forward with great pleasure to 
welcoming both these colleagues at our next Com- 
mittee meeting on January 19th.

The Press cuttings disclose Miss Clark's return to 
many activities in Newtown. We note with satisfac- 
tion that she has succeeded in effecting economy on the 
Guardians’ Christmas dinner, the cost of this now 
being wholly defrayed without coming on the rates. 
Last week, Miss Clark succeeded in getting a much- 
improved and modernised dietary adopted for the 
Workhouse inmates for six days of the week, but 
waged a losing battle for a more substantial Monday 
dinner, 8 oz. bread, 3 oz. cheese, i pint coffee 
being all that* she could secure for this day, 
which she declared was the . very poorest which 
they could sanction in connection with the 
Ministry of Health schedule. On December 27th, 
with the help of a few local friends, she provided a tea, 
a Christmas tree laden with over 200 presents, and a 
most enjoyable concert for the inmates of the Work- 
house, the tea beginning at 3 p.m., and the festivities 
lasting till 9 p.m., when everybody went to bed per
fectly happy.

OUR ADVERTISERS 
like to know the results of their Advertise

ments. When writing them mention The Vote.

BOOK REVIEWS.
Nor All Thy Tears. By C. Nina Boyle. (George Allen 

& Unwin, Ltd.) 7s. 6d. net. (Can be obtained 
from this Office.)

Miss Boyle has written for us a curious study of a 
woman’s life, passed partly in the conventional circles 
of an old county family, partly among superstitious 
Breton peasants on that grim, rocky coast where the 
sea claims so many victims. She describes her heroine 
as one who lias learned “to endure facts,” and also 
plainly to acknowledge them, which is a step further 
than many people care to go—as her son says, ‘ ‘ women 
shouldn’t”! That same son feels that, though he 
thought his father’s ideas were mostly right, yet his 
ways and himself were wrong; while his mother’s 
ways were delightful, but her ideas queer. From this 
the reader can guess that the conflicting heredity of the 
family, the legacy of adventure, romance, and shame 
from maternal ancestors, contrasted with the stolid 
respectability of the English county family, is answer- 
able for unusual happening's. One could wish, per- 
haps, that the canvas were not quite so crowded, that 
one could pause longer over the younger members of 
the family, and that the English relatives were not 
quite so narrow and unpleasant. When, however, 
Leen Hayes transports her family to Brittany, after her 
husband’s death, we are plunged into a curious,and 
most interesting history of peasant life, complicated by 
a weird legend of the terrible rocks of La Fourche. 
Leen wanted to live, even at forty-four years old, a 
widow with a family; she wanted life and freedom, with 
no fretting rules and conventions; and Fate grants her 
wish even more fully than she had hoped, although not 
quite in the way that she had expected, just as Fate so 
often treats us when pretending to grant our desires. 
Past griefs and scandals come to light, both among her 
people and the country neighbours, and their influence 
seems to be working- in the present. ) “ It is impossible 
to tell how, and at what time, what was bred in the 
bone will break out and declare itself in the flesh. ’ ’ The 
last chapter is headed “ Peace,” for love and devotion 
held, all those who thus suffered together, and after 
many storms came calm. Still, the reader will wish 
that the book had been a little longer—it seems to wind 
up rather abruptly—and that more had been told us of 
the younger people’s lives; a second volume, in fact, 
in which we might have seen the “ undying love, high 
courage, and strong purpose” bequeathed to Lean’s 
family brought into use in life. The dogs. Berserker 
and Pip, are pleasant additions to one’s memories of 
animals in fiction, and distinctly characteristic.

---------’ . J. M. T.
The House of the Treasure. By Marion Holmes.- 

(International Fellowship in Arts and Crafts, 8, 
Upper Woburn Place, W.C.i.) is. 6d. net. (Can 
be obtained from this Office.)

“The House of the Treasure” is a charming sym- 
holical play, written by our old friend Mrs. Marion 
Holmes, and dedicated to another old friend of the 
Women’s Freedom League, Mrs. Tylor Lobley. It 
was first produced by the Bournemouth Mystery Drama 
League in July, 1922. The motive of this little play— 
it consists of one scene only— is a plea for the cessation 
of strife among classes and creeds. .There are eight 
characters, four men and four women, and the play 
lends itself easily to performance,, the fee for which is 
ios. 6d. We recommend it warmly to those of our 
readers who have an inclination for things mystical and 
symbolical.1 . ' ’ F. A. U.
The Writer’s and Artist’s Year Book, 1924. (A. & C.

Black.) 3s. 6d. (Can be obtained at this Office.)
This is the seventeenth year of this very, excellent 

handbook for aspirants to a place in the literary or 
artistic sun, and is again edited by Miss Agnes 
Herbert. This year there are at least two 
new and important features: a list of literary 
prizes, and a practical talk by an eminent 
Presbyterian divine on the technique of the sermon. 
The Lists of Publishers are particularly useful, includ
ing- not only British and American, but all the principal 
publishers in our Overseas Dominions. D. M. N.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS W.F.L.
LONDON AND SUBURBS.

Monday, January 14th, at 3 p.m. 
Hampstead Branch Meeting (Members only) 
at 16, Denning Road, N.W.3 (by kind per- 
mission of the Misses Berry).

Friday, January 18th, at 5 p.m. Organis
ation Sub-Committee Meeting, 144, High 
Holborn, W.C. 1.

Saturday, January 19th, at 10 a.m. 
National Executive Committee Meeting, 144, 
High Holborn, W.C. 1.

Wednesday, January 30th, at 8 p.m. 
Hampstead Branch Social Gathering, open to 
the Isis Club, 79, Fitzjohn's Avenue, N.W.3

DARE TO 
BE FREE.

non-members, at
(by kind permission of Mrs. Harverson). Speaker: Miss Elsie 
Morton, M.B.E., on Proportional Representation. Chair: Mrs. 
Nevinson, L.L.A., J.P. Music. (Refreshments can be obtained 
at a small charge.) Three minutes from Hampstead Tube Station. 

Saturday, April 5th. Caxton Hall, Westminster. Women’s 
Freedom League Seventeenth Annual Conference. ■

SCOTLAND.
Tuesday, January 15th. at 7.30 p.m. Glasgow. Public Meeting 

at the Christian Institute, Bothwell Street, Speaker ; Miss Isabel 
C. Hamilton, Member of Education Authority of Glasgow, &c. 
Subject: “Equal Pay.” Professional and Business women are 
cordially invited.

Saturday, January 26th, at 6 p.m. Glasgow. Whist Drive in 
the West End College, Peel Street, Partick. Tickets 2/6.

OTHER SOCIETIES.
Tuesday, January 29th, at 8 p.m. Kingston-on-Thames, 

Theosophical Lodge. Speaker: Miss F. A. Underwood, on 
" Brotherhood—from a Woman’s Point of View.”

NOTES AND COMMENTS.
Voteless Women.

Writing in the Labour Press Service, December 20th, on her 
Election campaign in Norwich, Miss Dorothy Jewson, M.P., says: 
“ During the whole campaign, there was nothing more pathetic 
than the attitude of the young women. They came to their doors, 
often with two or three little ones clinging to their skirts, asking: 
‘ Why have not I a vote ? ’ They are old enough to bring 
children into the world, and to be responsible for them, and their 
case is an unanswerable one. But although the woman of 21 is 
as capable of voting as the man of that age, some five million 
women between 21 and 30 are disfranchised. Among these are not 
only young mothers, but women earning their living in factory 
and office, and bound to obey laws in which they have no say. 
A big proportion, too, of unemployed women signing at the 
Labour Exchange are under 30 years of age—is it any wonder 
they have been neglected ? Again, there is no equality in the 
present franchise law for men and women over 30. Men can 

′ qualify after six months’ residence, but women must be occupiers 
of premises in which they reside—or the wives of such occupiers. 
It is estimated that if the same six months’ residential qualification 
were accepted for women as for men, 1} million more women over ' 
30 would have the vote. But the fact is, large bodies of working 
women—including numbers who occupy furnished rooms—nurses, 
companions, governesses, domestic and hotel servants, are alto- 
gether disfranchised, and suffer an inferior status in consequence. 
The time has come to sweep away these anomalies.”
Marriage and the Teaching Profession.

At a recent meeting of the Yorkshire (North. Riding) County 
Education Committee, Canon Lawson, in presenting the minutes 
of the School Management Sub-Committee, said it was with 
great reluctance he had to propose the following recommendation : 

"That as the Board of Education have ruled that marriage in 
itself is not an educational ground upon which the consent of a 
local authority to the appointment of a teacher in a non-provided 
school can be withheld, and as the Managers of the Great Lang- 
ton Endowed C.E. School still wish to appoint Mrs. M. M. 
Cuthbert as headmistress, the consent of the Education Committee 
to her appointment be given, with considerable reluctance, as from 
the ist day of December, 1923, at a salary at the rate of £287 
per annum, less abatement of 5 per cent. ” This was agreed to. 
We wonder if Canon Lawson has ever heard of the Sex Disqualifi- 
cation (Removal) Act? In any case, we think it little short of 
impertinence that he should thus express his private prejudices in 
this matter in regard to a public appointment.
Working of the Matrimonial Causes Act.

In the lists of cases - coming before the Divorce. Court in the 
New Year there are very few petitions for restitution of conjugal 
rights. This is accounted for by the recent Matrimonial Causes 
Act, which places wives on an equality with husbands in regard 
to the grounds on which a divorce decree can be obtained.
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THE WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE SETTLEMENT,
2 Currie Street, Battersea, S.W.

The children had a very happy time at their Party this Christ- 
mas, and the gathering of them last week sent their best thanks 
to the ladies and gentlemen for such a jolly party. We have had 
one or two other parties and distributions of gifts, notably part 
proceeds of a collection by the Borough Council, by which con- 
siderably over a hundred of our poor neighbours got food and 
coals for Christmas.

A. M. Cole (Superintendent of the Settlement).

TEA PROFITS.
The Statist announces the following dividends made by Tea 

Companies:—Darjeeling Consolidated, io per cent. ; Southern 
India, 15 per cent. ; Gingra, 10 per cent.; Budla Beta, 15 per 
cent.; Assam Frontier, 12 per cent. ; Dima, 20 per cent. ; Buxa 
Dooars, io per cent. It will be remembered that Tea Companies 
some time ago combined to reduce output. Commenting on the 
above figures, The Statist says: “ Reduced stocks and increased 
dividends tell their own story,”
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Please send me THE VOTE every week, post free, for 6 months, for which 
I enclose 3/3.

Name____

Address............ ............. .............................................................................................

THE VOTE, 144, High Holborn, W.C. 1.

EDUCATIONAL. MISCELLANEOUS. REST AND HOLIDAYS.

OUR Character and Capabilities 
delineated, with colours, jewels, 

etc., from handwriting, and date of birth. 
P.O. for 2/- and stamped addressed en- 
velope to Miss Adams, Box 2, 92, Victoria 
Street, S W. 1.

ELOCUTION, Public Speaking .Singing,
Dancing. ‘ ‘Florence Etlinger Theatre 

School,” 60, ' Paddington Street, 
Marylebone. Kate Rorke, Ben Webster, 
May Whitty, Enriqueta Crichton, Janet 
Duff, Special Ballroom classes, Marie 
Larle, Fridays, 8 p.m.

NOTICES.

Fellowship SERVICES.—Guild- 
house, Eccleston Square, S.W. 1.

Sunday, January 6th. 3.30. Music, 
Poetry, Lecture. Dr. Dearmer. 6.30. 
Miss Maude Royden. "Our Christian 
Faith : Belief in God. ”

Bargain—list free. Plants, Garden
Utensils. Beautiful dwarf .roses, 

named varieties, 6/— dozen, carriage paid. 
—MCELROY, 33, Saville St., South Shields.
7 A -PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS 
O-f AND HOW TO USE THEM, 
2d. Send for one.—TRIMNELL, The 
Herbalist, 144, Richmond Road, Cardiff.
Established 1879._______________

W ANTED. A First-Class Insurance
Company is open to appoint one 

or two ladies or, gentlemen as represen- 
tatives, town or country (spare time or 
otherwise). Experience ■ unnecessary. 
Every assistance given. Good commission 
paid. Apply Box 123._____ _________ e

URNISHED Cottage. For Winter, 
23/- weekly. Two Ladies only. No 

children or • animals. Cleave, Hyde 
Heath, Amersham (3 miles), Bucks.______  
THE PIONEER CLUB has reopened 

at 12, Cavendish Place. Entrance 
fee in abeyance pro tem. Town Members 
£5 5s.; Country and Professional £44s. 
MISS NICHOLAS, ex-Transport

Driver. R.A.F. Landaulette Car 
for hire. Tel. Hampstead 8341. Private 
address: 3, Christchurch Road, Hampstead.

BUSY. Women requiring Rest will find 
comfortable Board Residence at 

Miss Turner’s/' Sea View,” Victoria Rd., 
Brighton. Early Dinner. Tel. Brighton 1702 
MAIDA VALE. Accommodation for 

one or two ladies in service flat.
Central heating. Restaurant. Constant 
hot water. Telephone. Box 110, 144, 
High Holborn, W.C. 1.______ __________
LITERARY Society having good first 

floor front room in square in Blooms- 
bury, wishes to sub-let for part time. 
Available daily—morning, possibly some 
afternoons. Apply A. B. C., 144, High 
Holborn, W.C. 1.  u
FOOD REFORM GUEST HOUSE, 

13, Marine Parade, Dover. Ex- 
cellent cooking. Gas-fires in bed-rooms. 
Specially recommended Eustace Miles. 
Unequalled excursion centre.

T SIS CLUB, 79, Fitzjohn’s Avenue 
1 (2 minutes Hampstead Tube Station).

Magnificent Reception Rooms. Central 
heating. Sunny bedrooms. Sandy soil. 
Lectures, dancing, listening-in. Christmas 
parties arranged for visitors. Telephone ; 
Hampstead 2869.

Prepaid Classified Advertisements.
Number of 

Words. Once. Three 
Times.

Six 
Times.

20
s. d.

1 6
a. d.

4 O
s. d.
7 6

30 2 3 6 3 12 O
40 3 O 8 6 16 O
Displayed Advertisements, 

8/- per inch.

SMART CUT, AND ::
PERFECT TAILORING
AT MODERATE ::
PRICES.

1. Telissen,
Qadies’ Tailor,

PERSONAL ATTENTION.

62, GREAT PORTLAND STREET, LONDON, W.I.

DO NOT BE WITHOUT A FOUNTAIN PEN
This is our Lever Action, Self-filling model. 
14-ct gold nib. Will not leak.

PRICE I
Equal in value to any pen costing double.

Other varieties in stock. Please call and inspect.

THE MINERVA PUBLISHING Co., Ltd., 144 High Holborn.
Membership Application Form.

To be returned to The Secretary, 144, High Holborn.
Please enrol me as a Member of the Women's Freedom League.

Name....^^.,„.f.._
Address............................................ .........................................................
I enclose 6 ′ : s. d. as my first Annual Subscription.

Minimum Annual Subscription, 1s.

Published by the MINERVA Publishing Co., Ltd., at 144,High Holborn, W.C. 1, and Printed for them by 
Page & Pratt, LTD., 151-2 Gt. Saffron Hill, London, E.C. 1. \
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