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They're furfeted with honey, and begin

To loathe the tafte of fweetnefs,
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A
VIEW
OF THE
PRINCIPLES AND CONDUCT
PAZVALENT AMONG

WOMEN OF RANK AND FORTUNE.

CHA P. (XUL

The praclical ufes of female knowledge—
Sketch of the female charalter—A com-
parative view of both fexes.

TH £ chief end to be propofed in culti-
vating the underftandings of women, is
to qualify them for the praical purpofes
of life. Their knowledge is not often
like the learning of men, to be reproduced
in fome literary compofition, nor ever
in any learned profeffion; but it is to
come out in conduct. A lady ftudies,
not that fhe may qualify herfelf to become

VOL. IT. B an
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2 PRACTICAL USE OF

an orator or a pleader; not that fhe may
learn to debate, but to a@. She is to
read the beft books, not o much to enable
her to talk’ of them, as to bring the
improvement which they furnifh, to the
reification of her principles, and the
formation of her habits.  The great ufes
of ftudy are to enable her to regulate her
own mind, and to be ufeful to others.
To woman therefore, whatever be her
rank, I would recommend a predominance
of thofe more fober ftudies, which, not
haying difplay for their object, may make
her wife without vanity, happy without
witnefles, and content without panegy-
rifts 5 the exercife of which will not bring
celebrity, but improve ufefulnefs, She
fhould purfue every kind of ftudy which
will teach her to elicit truth ; which will
lead her to be intent upon realities ; will
give precifion to her ideas ; will make an
exact mind ; every ftudy which, inftead of
{ttimulating her {enfibility, will chaftife it 3
which will give her definite notions; will
bring
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bring the ‘imagination under dominion ;
will lead her to think, to compare, to
combine, to methodife ; which will confer
fuch a power of difcrimination that her
judgment fhall learn to' rejeét what is
dazzling if it be not {olid ; and to prefer,
not what is ftriking, or bright, or new,
but what 'is juft. That kind of know-
ledge which is rather fitted for home
confumption than forcign exportation, is
peculiarly adapted to women.

It is becaufe the fuperficial nature of
their education furnifhes them with a falfe
and low ftandard of intelle¢tual excellence,
that women have fometimes become ridi-
culous by the unfounded pretenfions of
literary vanity : for it is not the really
learned but the fmatterers, who have
generally brought their fex into difcredit,
by an abfurd affetation, which has fet
them on defpifing the duties of ordinary
life. There have not indeed been wanting
(but the charaer is not now common)
precieufes ridicules, who, affuming a fupe-

B2 riority
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riority to the fober cares which ought to
occupy their fex, have claimed a lofty and

fupercilious exemption from the dull and

plodding drudgeries
Of this dim fpeck called earth !

who have affeéted to eftablifh an unnatural
feparation between ta

nts and ufefulnefs,
inftead of bearing in mind that talents are
the great appointed inftruments of ufeful-
nefs ; who have acted as if knowledge were
to confer on woman a kind of fantaftic
fovercignty, which fhould exoncrate her
from female duties ; whereas it is only
meant the more eminently to qualify her
for the performance of them. For a
woman of real fenfe will never forget,
that while the greater part of her proper
duties are fuch as the moft moderately
gifted may fulfil with credit, (fince Provi-
dence never makes that ‘to be very diffi-*
cult, which is generally neceffary,) yet the
moft highly endowed are equally bound
to fulfil them; and the humbleft of thefe.
offices,




FEMALE KNOWLEDGE.

5
offices, performed on Chriftian principles,
are wholefome for the minds even of the
moft enlightened, and tend to the cafting

down of thofe high imaginations which
women of genius are too much tempted

to indulge.

For inftance; ladies whofe natural
vanity has been aggravated by a falfe
education, may look down on wcoromy
as a vulgar attainment, unworthy of the

| attention of an highly cultivated intellet 5
but this is the falfe eftimate of a hallow
mind, (Economy, fuch as a woman
of fortune is called on to praife, is not
merely the petty detail of fmall daily
expences, the fhabby curtailments and
flinted parfimony of a little mind' operat-
ing on little concerns ; but it is the exer-
cife of a found judgment exerted in
the comprehenfive outline of order, of
arrangement, of diftribution ; of regula-
tions by which alone well governed fo-
cieties, great and fmall, fubfift. She who
) has the beft regulated mind will, other
‘ B3 things
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things being equal, have the beft regu-
lated family.  As in the fuperintendence
of the uni

e, wifdom is feen in its
effects 5 and as in the vifible works of
Providence that which goes on with fuch
beautiful regularity is the refult not
of chance but of defign;; fo that manage-
ment which feems the moft eafy is com~
monly the confequence of the beft con-
certed plan. A found eeconomy is a
found underftanding brought into action :
it is calculation realized ; it is the dorine
of proportion reduced to practice; it
is forefeeing confequences and guarding
againft them ; it is expecting contingencies
and being prepared for them. The differ-
ence is; that to a narrow minded vulgar
ceconomift the details are continually
prefent’; fhe is overwhelmed by their
weight; and is perpetually befpeaking
your pity for her labours and your praife
for her exertions; fhe is afraid you will
not fee how much fhe is haraffed. Little
events, and trivial operations, engrofs her

4 whole
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whole foul ; while a woman of fenfe, hav-
ing provided for their probable recurrence,
guards againft the inconveniencies, with-
out being difconcerted by the cafual ob-
ftrutions which they offer to her genefal
fcheme.

Superior talents however .are not fo
common, as, by their frequency, to offer
much difturbance to the general courfe of
human affairs; and many a lady, who
tacitly accufes herfelf of negleting her

“ordinary duties becaufe fhe 1S a genius,

will pertraps be found often to accufe her-
felf as unjuftly as good St. Jerome, when
he laments that he was beaten by the
Angel for being too Ciceronian in his
ftyle*.

The truth is, women who are {o puffed
up with the conceit of talents as to neg-
le& the plain duties of life, will not fre-
quently be found to be women of the beft
abilities, And here may the author be

# See Dr. Owen,
B4 allowed
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allowed the gratification of obferving, that
thofe women of real genius and extenfive
knowledge, whofe friendfhip have confer-
red honour.and happinefs on her own life,
have been in general eminent for ceconomy,
and the practice of domeftic virtues ; and
greatly fuperior to the poor affectation of i
defpifing the duties and the knowledge of
common life,
A romantic girl' with a pretenfion to
fentiment, which her ftill more ignorant
friends miftake for genius, (for in "the
empire of the blind the one-eyed are
Kkings,) and poflefling fomething of a natu-
ral ear, has perhaps in her childhood ex-
haufted all the images of grief and love,
and fancy, picked up in her defultory
poetical reading, in an clegy on a fick lin-
net ora dead lap-dog; fhe begins thence-
forward tobe confidered asa prodigy in her
little circle ; furrounded with flatterers, the
hasno opportunity of getting to know that

her fame is derived
but her Ppofition; a

not from her powers,
nd that when an im-
partial
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partial critic fhall have made all the
neceflary deductions, {fuch as—that {he is
a neighbour, that fhe is a relation, that
fhe is a female, that fhe is young, that fhe
has had no advantages, that fhe is pretty
perhaps—when her verfes come to be
ftripped of all their extraneous append-
ages, and the fair author is driven off her
?vantage-ground of partiality, fex, and
favour, fhe will commonly fink to the
level of ordinary capacities; while thofe
quieter women, who have meekly fat
down in the humble fhades of profe and
prudence, by a patient perfeverance in
rational ftudies, rife afterwards much
higher in the fcale of intellect, and acquire
a ftock of found knowledge for far better
purpofes than mere difplay. And, though
it may feem a contradition, yet it will
generally be found true, that girls who
take to fcribbling are the leaft ftudious.
They ecarly acquire a falfe confidence in
their own unaffifted powers’; it becomes
more gratifying to their natural vanity to

be
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out their

be always pouri ds on

paper, than to be drawing into them frefly

ideas. from richer fo

The original

frock, fmall perhaps at firlt, is foon {pent 5

and the fubfequent efforts grow more and
more faint,
ally exhaufting itfelf, be not alfo continu-

ally replenifhed; till thelatter compofitions

the mind which is continu-

become little more than reproductions of
the fame images, a little varied and mo-
dified perhaps, and not a little diluted and
enfeebled.

Thefe felf-taught, and fc]il(kpcndcnt
feribblers pant for the unmerited praife of

fancy and of genius, while they difdain the
commendation of judgment, knowledge,
and perfeverance which would be within
their reach. To extort admiration they
ccuftomed to boaft of an impoffible

n compofing ; and while they in-
finuate how little time their performances
coft them, they intend you fhould infer
how perfe¢t they might have made them
d they condefcended to the drudgery of

applicas
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application. They take {uperfluous pains
to convince you that there was neither
learning nor labour employed in the work
for which they folicit your praife: the
judicious eye too foon perceives it! though
it does not perceive that native ftrength
and mother-wit, which in works of real
genius make fome amends for the negli-
gence, which yet they do not juftify.
But inftead of extolling thefc effufions for
their facility, it would be kind in friends
rather to blame them for their crudenefs :
and when the young pretenders are eager
to prove in how fhort a time fuch a poem
has been ftruck off; it would be well to re-
gret that they had not either taken a longer
time, or forborne from writing at all ; as
in the former cafe the work would have
been lefs defeive, and in the latter the
swriter would  have difcovered more hu-
mility and felf-diftruft.

A general capacity for knowledge, and
the cultivation of the underftanding at
large, will always put a woman into the

beft




s 4 PRACTICAL USE oF

beft flate for directing her purfuits into
thofe particular channels which her deftin-
ation in life may afterwards require. But
fhe fhould be carefully inftru@ed that her
talents are only a means to, a ftill higher
attainment, and that fhe is not to reft
in them as an end; that merely to exercife
themas inftruments for the acquifition of
fame and the promoting of pleafure, is
fubverfive of her delicacy as a womnan,
and contrary to the {pirit of a chriftian.
Study, therefore, is to be confidered as
the means of ﬁrengthcning the mind, and
of fitting it for higher duties, juft as exer-
cife is to be confidered as an inftrument
for ftrengthening the body for the fame
end.  And the valetudinarian who s
religioufly punctual in the obfervance of
his daily rides to Ppromote his health, and
refts in that as an end, without fo much
s intending to make his improved health
an inftrument of increafed ufefulnefs, acts
on the fame low and felfifh principle with
her who reads merely for pleafure and for

fame,
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fame, without any defign of devoting the
more enlarged and invigorated mind to
the glory of the Giver.

But there is one /Juman confideration
which would perhaps more effectually tend
to damp in an afpiring woman the ardours
of literary vanity (I fpeak not of real
genius) than any which fhe will derive
from motives of humility, or propricty, or
religion ; which is, that in the judgment
pafled on her performances, fhe will have
to encounter the mortifying circumftance
of having her fex always taken into ac-
count, and her higheft exertions will
probably be received with the qualified
approbation, s4at it is really extraordinary
for @ woman, Men of learning, who are
naturally inclined to eftimate works in pro-
portion as they appear to be the refult of
art, ftudy, and inftitution, are apt to con-
fider even the happier performances of the
other fex as the {pontaneous productions
of a fruitful but fhallow foil ; and to give
them the fame fort of praife which we

beftow
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beftow on certain fallads, which often
draw from us a fort of wonder

mendation ; not indeed as b

much in themflves, but becaufe by the
lightuefs of the carth, and a happy knack
of the gardener, thefe indifferent crefls
{pring up in a night, and therefore one
is ready to worder they are no worle,

As tomen of fenfe, how vever, they need
be the lefs inimical to the improvement of
the other fex, as th ey themfelves will be
{ure to be gainers by the enlargement
ofthe female underfts anding being the moft

likely means to'put an end to thofe petty
cavils and contentions for equality which
female fiatterers fo anxioufly maintain,
I fay fmatterers, for between the firft clafs

of both fexes the qucﬂ'on 15 much more
rarely and alwas
ed. Co-ope

ore temper
uiun and not cof
indeed the clear principlewe wifh to fee re-
ciprocally adopted by thofe higher minds
in cach fex which really approximate the
neyreft ta each other. T} is

more a wo-

man’s
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man’sunderflanding isimproved, the more
obvioufly fhe will di (cern that there can be
no happinefs in an iety where there is
a perpetual ﬁmwlc for power; and the

more her judgment s reétified, the more
accurate views will the take of the ftation
fhe herfelf was born to fill, and the more
readily will fhe accommodate herfelfto it 5
while the moft vulgar and ill-informed
women are ever moft inclined to be tyrants,
and thofe always ftruggle moft vehemently
for power, who would not fail to make
the worft ufe of it when attained, Thus
the weakeft rcafoners are always the mofk
pofitive in debate ; and the caufe is ob-~
vious, for zhey are unavoidably driven to
maintain their pretenfions by violence wha
want arguments and reafons to prove that
they are in the right.

There is this fingular difference between

a woman vain of her wit, and a woman
vain of her beauty 3 that the beauty, while
fhe is anxioufly alive to her own fame, is

often




16 PRACTICAL USE OF

often indifferent enough abeut the beauty
of otherwomen ; and provided fhe herfelf
is fure of your admiration, fhe does not
infift onyour thinking that there is ano-
ther handfome woman in the world : while
the who is vain of her genius, more libera}
at leaft in her vanity, is jealous for the
honour of her whole fex, and contends for
the equality of their pretenfions, in which
the feels that her own are involved. The
beauty vindicates her own rights, the wit,
the rights of women; the beauty fights
for herfelf, the wit fora party ;5 and while
the more felfith though moderate beauty
would but be Queen for life,

the public fpirited wit {truggles toabrogate
the Salique law of intellect, and to en-
throne

a whole fex of Queens.

At the revival of lettersin the fixteenth
and the following century, the controverfy
about this cquality was agitated with more
warmth




FEMALE KNOWLEDGE. 7

warmth than wifdom; and the procefs
was inftituted and carried on; on the part
of the female complainant, with that fort
of acrimony which always raifes a fufpicion
of the juftice of any caufe. Thenovelty
of that knowledge which was then burfting
out from the dawn of a long dark night,
kindled all the ardours of the female mind,
and the ladies fought zealoufly for a por-
tion of that renown which the reputation
of learning was beginning to beftow.
Befides their own pens, they had for their
advocates all thofe needy authors who had
any thing to hope from their power, their
riches, ‘or their influence ; and fo giddy
did fome of thefe literary ladies become by
the adulation of their numerous panegy-
tifts, that through thefe repeated draughts
of inebriating praife, they grew to defpife
the equality for which they had before con-
tended, as a ftate below their merit and
unworthy of their acceptance. They now
feorned to litigate for what they already
thought they fo obvioufly pofieffed, and

VOL. I1. e nothing
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nothing fhort of the palm of fuperiority
was at length confidered as adequate to
their growing claims. When court-ladies
and princefles were the candidates, they
could not long want champions to fupport
their caufe s by thefe champions female
authorities were produced as if paramount

to facts; quotations from thefe female

authors were confidered as proofs, and

their point-blank affertions ftood for f{olid

and irrefragab
Ta 2 vl T, e ”
rafites who offered this homage to female

geni

rguments.  In thofe pa-

, the homage was therefore the
her of truth, nor of juftice, nor
of conviction. It arofe rather out of gra-
titude, oritwasa reciprocation of flattery;

effe nei

it was fometimes vanity, it was often dif-
trefs, which prompted the adulation ; it
was the want of a patronefs ; it was the
1t of a dinner.  When a lady, and ef-
pecially as it then often happened, when
one who was noble or royal, fat with
gratifying docility at the foot of a profef-
for’s chair; when fhe admired the phi-
lofopher

Wi
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lofopher, or took upon her to protect the
theologian, whom his rivals among his own
fex were tearing to pieces, what could the
grateful profeflor or delighted theologian
do lefs in return than make the apotheofis
of her who had had the penetration to
difcern his merit and the {pirit to reward
it ? Thus in fa& it was not {fo much /Jer
vanity as his own that he was often flatter-
ing, though fhe was the dupe of her more
deep and defigning panegyrift.

But it is a little unlucky for the perpe-
tuity of that fame which the encomiaft had

_made over to his patronefs, in the never-

dying records of his verfes and orations,
that in the revolution of a century or two
the very names of the flattered are now
almoft as little known as the works of the
flatterers. Their memorial is perifhed with
them* : an inftructive leffon, that who-
ever beftows, or aﬁ'umej a reputation dif-

# See Brantome, Pere le Moine, Monf. Thomas, &¢.

€2 pro-
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proportioned to the merit of the claimant,
will find it as little durable as folid. For
this literary warfare which engaged fuch
troops of the fecond-hand authors of the
ageinqueftionin fuch continual {kirmifhes,
and not a few pitched battles 5 which pro-
voked fo much rancour, fo many volumes,
and {o little wit ; fo much vanity and fo

much flattery, produced no ufeful or laft ing
effect. Thofe who promifed themifelves
that their names would outlive “ one half
> did not reach the
end of the century in which the boaft was
made ; and thofe who offered the incenfe,

“ of round eternity,

and thofe who greedily fnuffed: up its
fumes, are buried in the fame blank
oblivion !

But when'the temple of Janus feemed to
have been clofed, or when at worft the
peace was only occafionally broken by a
flight and random_fhot from the hand of
fome fingle ftraggler ; it appears that
though open rebellion had ceafed, yet the
female
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female claim had not been renounced ; it
had only (if we may change the metaphor)
Jain in abeyance. The conteft has recently
been revived with added fury, and with
multiplied exations ; for whereas the an-
cient demand was merely akind of ima-
ginary prerogative, a fpeculative import-
ance, a meie titular right, a fhadowy im
to a few unreal acres of Parnaffian terri-

tory ; the revived contention has taken a
more ferious turn, and brings forward po-
litical as well as intelleCtual pretenfions :
and among the innovations of this inno-
vating period, the impofing term of rights
has been produced to fanctify the claim of
our female pretenders, with a view not only
to rekindle in the minds of women a pre-
fumptuous vanity difhonourable to their
fex, but produced with a view to excite in
their hearts an impious difcontent with the
poft which God has affigned them in this
world.

But #/ey little underftand the true in-
: terefts

c3
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terefts of woman who would lift her from
the important duties of her allotted ftation,
to fill with fantaflic dignity a loftier but
lefs appropriate niche. Nor do they under-
ftand her true happinefs, who feck to an-
nihilate diftin@ions from which fhe de-
rives advantages, and to attempt innova-
tions which would. depreciate her real
value. Each fex has its proper excellencies,
which would be loft were they melted
down into the common character by the
fufion of the new philofophy. Why thould
we do away diftinctions which increafe the
mutual benefits and enhance the fatisfac-
tions of life ? Whence, but by carefully
preferving the original marks of difference
ftamped by the hand of the Creator, would
be derived the fuperior advantage of mixed
fociety ? * Have men no need to have their
rough angles filed off, and their harfh-
nefles and afperities fmoothed and polithed
by affimilating with beings of more {oft-
nefs and refinement ? Are the ideas of

women
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women naturally fo wery judicious, are
their principles fo invincibly firm, are
their views fo perfetly corret, are their
judgments fo completely exa, that there
is occafion for no additional weight, no
fuperadded ftrength, no increafed clear-
nefs, none of that enlargement of mind,
none of that additional invigoration which
may be derived from the aids of the
ftronger fex > What identity could ad-
vantageoudly fuperfede an enliveningoppo-
fition and an interefting variety of charac-
ter ? Is it not then more wife as well as
more honourable to move contentedly in
the plain path which Providence has ob-
vioufly marked out to the fex, and in
which cuftom has for the moft part ration-
ally confirmed them, than to ftray awk-
wardly, unbecomingly, and unfuccefsfully,
in a forbidden road ? Is it not defirable
to be the lawful poffeffors of a lefer do-
meftic tetritory, rather than the turbulent
ufurpers of a wider foreign empire ? to be

C4 good
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good originals, rather than bad imitators ?
to be the beft thing of one’s ‘own kind,

rather than an inferior thing even if it

were of an. higher kind ? to be excellent
women rather than indifferent men ?

Is the author then undervaluing her
own fex >—No.. Tt is her Zzeal for their
true snterefls which leads her to oppofe

their imaginary

It is her regard
happinefs which makes - her
endeavour to cure them of a feverifh thirft
for A litde Chriftian humility

dednefs are worth all the

for

cal difcuffion, which has
unfettled the peace of vain women, and
forfeited the refpec of reafonable’men,
And the moft

ideal ¢
for att,

difinition of
s, and the moft hardy meafures

ing them, are of lefs value in the
eyes of a truly’ amiable woman, than

“ that meek: and quiet ip

ich isin

 the fight of Gad of gr

s beft mark  the
defignations of lrox’idcncc as to

3 application.
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application, The fin was not more cleatly
beftowed on the fith that he (hould {wim,
nor the wing given to the bird that he
fhould fly, than fuperior frength of body
and a firmer texture of mind was given to
man, that he might p efide in the deep
and daring fcenes of néhon and of council ;
in government;’ in’ arms, in f{cience, in
commerce, and in thofe profeffions which
demand a higher reach, and a wider range
of powers. - The true value of woman is
not diminifhed by the imputation of in-
feriority in thefe refpeéts; fhe has other
requifites better adapted to anfwer the
ends and purpofes of her being; by ¢ Him
< who does all things well;” who fuits
the agent to the action ; who accommo-
dates the inftrument to the work.

Let her not then view with pining envy
the keen fatyrift, hunting vice through all
the doublings and windings of the heart ;
the faga

acious politician, leading fenates,

and  directing the fate of empires; the

acute
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acute lawyer, detecting the obliquities of
fraud ; and the fkilful dramatift, expofing
the pretentions of folly : but let her ambi-
tion be confoled by reflecting, that thofe
who thus excel, toall that Nature beftows
and books can teach, muft add befides
that confummate knowledge of the world
to which a delicate woman has no fair
avenues, and which even if fhe could at-
tain {he would never be fuppofed to have
come honeftly by.

In almoft all that comes under the de-
{eription of polite letters, in all that cap-
tivates by imagery or warms by juft and
affecting fentiment, women are excellent.
They poffefs in 2 high degree that delicacy
and quicknefs of perception, and that nice
difcernment between the beautiful and de-
fective, which comes under the denomina-
tion’ of tafte. Both in compofition and
action they excel in details; but they do
not {o much generalize their ideas as men,
nor do their minds feize a great fubje&t
with
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with {o large a grafp. They are acute ob-
fervers, and accurate judges of life and
manners, as far as their own fphere of ob-
fervation extends; but they defcribe a
fmaller circle. A woman fees the world,
as it were, from a little elevation in her
own garden, whence {he makes an exact
furvey of home fcenes, but takes not in
that wider rangeof diftant profpects,which
he who ftands on a loftier eminence com-
mands. Women have a certain 7aé which
often enables them to feel what is juft more
inftantaneoufly than they can define it.
They have an intuitive penetration into
character, beftowed on them by Provi-
dence, like the fenfitive and tender organs
of fome timid animals, as a kind of natural
guard to warn off the approach of danger
beings who are often called to act defen-
fively.

In fumming up the evidence, if I may
fo fpeak, of the different powers of the
fexes, one may venture, perhaps, to affert,

that
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that women have equal parss, but are in-
of mind, in the integral

ferior in whole

underfta

nding: that though a fuperior

woman may poffels fingle faculties in
equal perfetion, yet there is commonly a
Jufter proportion in the mind of a fuperior
man: that if women have-in an equal de-
gree the faculty of fancy which creates

faculty of memory which
ts and ftores ideas, they {feem not to
pofle(s in equal meafure the faculty of
comparing, combining, analyfing, and fe-

parating thefe ideas ; that deep and patient
thinking which goes to the bottom of a
fubjet ; nor that power of arrangement
which knows how to link a thoufand con-
nected ideas in one dependent train, with-
out lofing fight of the original idea out of
which the reft grow, and on which they all
hang. The female too, wanting fteadinefs
in her intellectual purfuits, is perpetually
turned afide by her charateriftic taftes
and feelings. Woman in the career of

genius,
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genius, is' the Atalanta, who will rifk
lofing the race by running out of her road
to pick up the golden apple; while her
male competitor, without, perbaps, pof-
fefling greater natural ftrength or fivift-
nefs; will more certainly attain his object,
by dire& purfuit, by being lefs expofed to
the feductions of extraneous beauty, and
will win the race, not by excelling in fpeed,
but by defpifing the bait*.

Here it may be juftly enough retorted,
that, as it is allowed the education of
women is fo defetive, the alleged inferi-
ority of their minds may be accounted for
on that ground more juftly than by aferib-
ing it to their natural make. And, indeed
there is fo much truth in the remark, that

# What indifpofes even reafonable women to
concede in thefe points is, that the weakeft man in-
ftantly lays hold on the conceffion ; and, on the mere
ground of fex, plumes himfelf on his own individual
fuperiority ; inferring, that the fillieft man is foperior
to the firft-rate woman.

till
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till women fhall be more reafonably edu-
cated, and till the native growth of their
mind fhall ceafe to be ftinted and cramped,
we have nio jufter ground for pronouncing:
that their underftanding has already reach-
ed its higheft attainable point, than the
Chinefe would have for affirming that
their women have attained to the greateft
poffible perfection in walking, while the
firft care is, during their infancy, to crip-
ple their feet. At leaft, till the female fex
are more carefully inftruéted, this queftion
will always remain as undecided as to the
degree of difference between the mafculine
and feminine underﬂanding,as the queftion
between the underftandings of blacks and
whites; for until Africans and Euporeans
are put more nearly on a parin the culti-
vation of their minds, the fhades of diftinc-

tion, if any there be, between their native
powers can never be fairly afcertained,

And when we fee (and who will deny

that we fee it frequently ?) fo many wo-

2

men
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imen noblyrifing from under all the preflure
of a difadvantageous education and a de-
fe@ive fyftem of fociety,and exhibiting the
moft unambiguous marks of a vigorous
underftanding; a corre& judgment, and a
ferling piety, it reminds one of thofe fhin-
ing lights which have now and then burft
out throughall the « darknefs vifible” of
the Romifh church, have difincumbered
themfelves from the gloom of ignorance
and fhaken off the fetters of prejudice, and
rifen fuperior to all the errors of a corrupt
theology.

But whatever charateriftical diftinctions
may exift; whatever inferiority may be
attached to woman from the flighter frame
of her body, or the more circumfcribed
powers of her mind, from a lefs fyftematic
education, and from the fubordinate fta-
tion fhe is called to fill in life ; there is one
great and leading circumftance which raifes
her importance, and even cftablithes her
equality.  Clriffianity has exalted women

to
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to true and undifputed dignity ;'in Chrift
Jefus, as there is neither * rich nor poor,”
 bond nor free,”” fo there is neither ¢ male
* nor female.” In the view of that immor-
tality, which is brought to light by the
gofpel, fhe has no fuperior. Women (to
borrow the idea of an' excellent prelate)
make up one half of the human race 3
equally with men red
of Chrift. - In this th
fifts; here their beft pr
their higheft
All difpute
tween the fex

cemed by the blood

r true dignity con-

fions reft, here

ms are allowed.

then for pre-eminence be-

¢ only for their obje@t
edence for afew (hort years,
the attention of \-«TWI-

the poor pre

Id' be I>cttcr

dcvotv'l to t!

10pe of the female fex
al, foare their prefent means, per-
more favourable, and their opportu-

obftructed than thofe of

the
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* theother fex. In their Chriftian courfe

women have every fuperior advantage,
whether we confider the natural make of
their minds, their leifure for acquifition in
youth, or their fubfequently lefs expofed
mode of life. Their hearts are naturally
foft and flexible, open to impreffions of
love and gratitude; their feelings tender
and lively : all thefe are fayourable to the
cultivation of a devotional fpirit. Yet
while we remind them of thefe benefits,
they will do well to be on their guard left
this very foftnefs and ducility lay them
more open to the feductions of tempta-
tion and error.

They have in the native conftitution of
their minds, aswell as from the relative
fituations they are called to fill, a certain
fenfe of attachment and dependence,
which is peculiarly favourable to religion.
They feel, perhaps, more intimately the
want of a ftrength which is not their
own. Chriftianity brings that fuperin-
duced ftrength; it. comes in aid of their

yOL. IT, D confcious
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confcious weaknefs, and offers the only
true counterpoife’ to it. < Woman, be
< thou healed of thine infirmity,” is ftill
the heart clieering language of a gracious
Saviour.

Women alfo bring to the ftudy of Chrift-
ianity fewer of thofe prejudices which
perfons of the other fex too often early
contract. Men, from their claffical edu-
cation, acquire a ftrong partiality for the
manners of Pagan  antiquity, and the
documents of Pagan philofophy : this, to-
gether with the impure taint caught from
the loofe deferiptions of their poets, and
the licentious language even of their hif-
torians, (in whom we reafonably look for
more gravity,) often weakens the good
impre

ons of young men, and at leaft
confufes their ideas of piety, by mixing
them with fo much heterogencous matter.
Their very {pirits are embued all the week
with the impure follies of a depraved my-
thology ; and it is well if even on Sundays
they get tohearof the “true God, and Jefus
 Chrift
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¢ Chrift whom he has fent.”  While wo-
men, though ftruggling with the fame
natural corruptions, lhiave commonly lefs
knowledge to unknow, and fewer fchemes
to unlearn ; they have not to fhake off
the pride of fyftem, and to difencumber
their minds from the fhackles of favourite
theories : they do not bring from the
porch or the academy any oppofitions
« of fcience” to obftruét their reception
of thofe pure doétrines taught on the
Mount : doérines which ought to find'a
readier entrance into minds uninfected
with the pride of the fchool of Zeno, or
the libertinifim of that of Epicurus,

And as women are naturally more af-
feCtionate than fatidious; they are likely
bothto read and to hear with a lefs critical
fpirit than men: they will not be on the
watch to dete& errors, fo much as'to ga-
ther improvement ; they have feldom that
hardnefs which is acquired by dealing
deeply in books of controverfy, but are

D2 more
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y
more inclined to works which quicken the
devotional feelings, than to fuch as awaken
a {pirit of doubt and fcepticifm. They
are lefs difpofed to confider the com-
pofitions they perufe,as materials on which
to ground objections and anfiers, than
as helps to faith and rules of life. With
thefe advantages, however, they fhould
alfo bear in mind that their impreffions
being often lefs abiding, and their reafon
lefs open to conviction, by means of the
ftrong evidences which exift in favour of
the truth of Chriftianity, « they ought
“ therefore, to give the more earneft
heed to the things which they have
heard, left at any time they fhould let
“ them flip.” Women are alfo from their
domeftichabits, in poffeffion of more leifure
and tranquillity for religious purfuits, as
well as fecured from thofe difficulties and
temptations to which men are expofed in
the tumult of a buftling world. Their
lives are more uniform, lefs agitated by
: the

s

“«

shintiulaepbrbolesh
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the paffions, the bufineffes, thecontentions,
the fhock of opinions and- of interefts
which convulfe the world.

If we have denied them the talents
which mig ht lead them to excel as lawyers,
they are preferved from the peril of having
their principles warped by that too indif-
criminate defence of right and wrong, to
which the profeffors of the law are ex-
pofed. If we fhould queftion their title to
eminence as mathematicians, they are hap-
pily exempt from the danger to which
men devoted to that {cience are faid to be
liable ; namely, that of looking for demon-
ftration on fubjeéts, which, by their very
nature, are incapable of affording it. If
they are lefs converfant in the powers of
nature, the ftruGure of the human frame,
and the knowledge of the heavenly bodies,
than philofophers, phyficians, and aftrono-
mers ; they are, however, delivered from
the error into which many of each of thefe
have fometimes fallen, I mean from the
fatal habit of refting in fecond caufes, in-
ftead of referring all to the firft; inftead of

D3 making
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making ¢ the heavens declare the glory
“ of God,and proclaim his handy work ;*
inftead of concluding, when they obferve,

 how fearfully and wonderfully we are
¢ made, marvellous are thy works, O Lord,
and that my foul knoweth right well.””
And let the weaker fex take comfort,
that in their very exemption from privi-
leges, which they are fometimes difpofed
to envy, confifts their fecurity and their
happinefs. If they enjoy not the dif-
tintions of public life and high offices, do
they not efcape the refponfibility attached
to them, and the mortification of being
difmiffed from them? If they have no
voice in_deliberative affemblies, do they
not avoid the load of duty conneted with
fuch privileges? Prepofterous pains have

«

been taken to excite in women an uneafy
Jealoufy, that their talents are neither re-
warded with public honours nor emolu-
ments in life; nor with inferiptions, fta-
tues, and maufoleums after death. It
has been abfurdly reprefented to them as
4 a hard-
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2 hardfhip, that while they are expeéted
to perform duties, they muft yet be con-
tented  to relinquifh honours, and muft
unjuftly be- compelled to renounce fame
while they muft feduloufly labour to de-
ferve it.

But for Chriftian women to a& on the
Tow views fuggefted to them by their ill-
judging panegyrifts; and to look up with
a giddy head and a throbbing heart to
honours and remunerations, {o little fuited
to the wants and capacities of an immortal
{pirit, would be no lefs ridiculous than if
Chriftian heroes fhould look back with en-
vy on the’ pagan rewards of ovations,
oak garlands, parfley crowns, and laurel
wreaths, The Chriftian hope more than
reconciles Chriftian women to thefe petty
privations, by fubftituting a nobler prize
for their ambition, ¢ the prize of the high
« calling of God in Chrift Jefuss” by fub-
fituting, for that popular and fluctuating
voice, which may cty ¢ Hofanna” and
« crucify”” in a breath, that ¢ favour of
<« God which is eternal life.””

D 4 If
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If women fhould lament the difadvan.
tagesattached to their fex, that their cha=
ralter is of fo delicate a texture as to be
fullied by the flighteft breath of calumny;
and that the flain'is indelible; yet are
they not led by that very circumflance
more inftinétively to fhrink from all thofe
itregularities to which the lofs of charafter
is fo much cxpeed to be attached; and
to thun with keener circumfpe@ion the
moft diftant approach towards the confines
of danger?  Let them not lament it as a
hardfhip, but account it to be a privilege,
that the delicacy of their fex impels them
more {crupuloufly to avoid the very ap-
pearance of evil, and that the confeioufnefs
nftl\cirdangcr ferves to fecure their tity,
by placing them at a greater diftance
from the evil itfelf,

COMPARATIVE VIEW

Though it be one main objeé of this
little work, rather to lower than to raife
any defire of celebrity in the female heart;
yet Iwould awaken it to a Juft fenfibility
to honeft fame :

I would call on women
te
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to feflet that our religion has not only
made them heirs to a blefled immortality
hereafter, but has greatly raifed them in
the fcale of being here, by lifting them to
an importance in fociety unknown to the
mofi polifhed ages of antiquity. The re-
Jigion of Chrift has even beftowed a degree
of renown on the fex beyond what any
other religion” ever did, ~ Perhaps there
are hardly fo many virtuous women (for
I reje& the long catalogue whom  their
vices have transferred from oblivion to
infamy) named in all the pages of Greek
or Roman Hiftory, as are handed down
to eternal fame, in a few of thofe fhort
chapters with which the great Apoftle to
the Gentiles has concluded his epiftles to
his converts.  Of “devout and honour-
¢ able women,” the facred fcriptures re-
cord “ not a few.” Some of the moft
affe@ing fcenes, the moft interefting tranf-
actions, and the moft touching conver~
fations which are recorded of the Saviour

of
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of the world, paffed with women. == Z/ey
are the firft remarked as having “minifs

¢ tered to him of their fubftance.” Theirs

was the of -not abandoning their

defpifed Redeemer when he was led to

exccution; and under all the hopelefs
circumftances of his ignominious death 3
they appear to have been the /z/ attend-
ing at his tomb, and the fir# on the
morning when he arofe from it. -~ Zeirs
was the privilege of receiving the earlieft
confolation from their rifen Lord ; theirs
was the honour of being firft commiffion-
ed to announce his glorious refurretion
to the world. And even to furnifh heroic

confeffors, devoted faints, and unfhrink-
ing martyrs to the Church of Chrift, has
not ‘been the exclufive honour of the

bolder fex.
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CoNvERSATION.—Hints ﬁfw,ﬂm' on the
v//m/m;[u, s and difpofitions 1o

oS t0 be avoided.

—Vanity z//;d’r various fhapes the caufe of
thofe errors.

Tz fexeswil naturally defire to appeat
to each other, fuch as each believes the
other will beft like; their converfation
will act reciprocally; and each fex will
appear more or lefs rational as they per-
ceive it will more or lefs recommend them
to the other. Tt is therefore to be regret-
ted, that many men, even of diftinguithed
fenfe and learning, are fo apt to confider
the fociety of ladies, as a fcene in
which to reft their underftandings, rather
than to exercife them while ladies, in re-
turn, are too much addicted to make their
court by lending themfelves to this {pirit
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y often avoid to make ufe
at abilities they have; and ¢

P\mw their natural and ac |

elcome flattery to the u

vers of mind 5 confidering it as a tacit
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crflanding

of men, to renounce the
their ewn.

Now fince ta

iples
5 men, by keepi
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only calk into exetcife the powers of mind
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s which
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ccount in doing
this, for their own talents would be more
higbly rated by con
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preciate them.  And, on the
other hand, if young women found it did

5t often recommend them in the cyes of
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‘Indicate arelith forinftru&ive converfation,

men will not be apt to hazard what is vain

or unprofitable ; much lefs will they ever
prefume to bring forward what is loofe or

corrupt, where fome fignal has not been

il be acceptable,
orat leaft that it will be pardpned.
Ladies commonly bring into company
minds already too much relaxed by petty
purfuits, rather than oyerftrained by in-
tenfe application ; the littlenefs of the
employments in which they are ufually
engaged, does not {0 exhauft their {pirits

previoufly given, that it v

as to make them ftand in need of that
relaxation from company which fevere
application or cverwhelming bufinefs
makes requifite for ftudious or public
men. The due confideration of this cir-
cumftance might ferve to bring the fexes
more nearly on a level in fociety ; * and
each might meet the other half way ; for
that degree of lively and eafy converfation
which is a neceflary refrethment to the
learned and the bufy, would not decreafe

in
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in pleafantnefs by beir

> made of {0 rational

the
{o-
cicty as a fcene of pleafure, not as a
afti

a caft as would yet fomewhat

inds of women, who commonly {

refuge from intenfe thought or e

labour.
Itis a difadvantage even to thofe women
who keep the beft company, that it is un-

happily aln

oit eftablithedinto afyftem, by

the other fex, to poftpone every thing like
inftructive difcourfe till theladies are with-
drawn ; their retreat ferving as a kind of
ife of intellet. And in
the few cafes in which it happens that any
important difcuffion takes place in their
prefence, they are for the moft part con-
fidered as having little interet in ferious
fubjects. Stron

fignal for the exer:

g truths, whenever fucl
happen to be addrefled to them, are either
diluted with flattery, or kept back in part,
afte; or if the ladies
iprefs a with for information on any
point, they are put off with a compliment,
inflead of a reafon; and are confidered
as

or foftened to their

ex
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as beings who are not expected to fee and
tojudge of things as they really exift.

Do we then with to fee the ladies, whofe
opportunities leave them fo incompetent,
and the modefty of whofe fex ought never
toallow them even to be as fhining as they
are able;—do we wifh to fee them take
the Jead in metaphyfical difquifitions ? Do
we with them to plunge into the depths
of theological polemics,

And find no end in wand’ring mazes loft ?

Do we with them to revive the animo-
fities of the Bangorian controverly, or to
decide the procefs between the Jefuits
and the five propofitions of Janfenius?
Do we wih to enthrone them in the pro-
feflor’s chair, to deliver oracles, harangues,
and differtations ? to weigh the merits of
every new produdtion in the fcales of
Quintilian, or to regulate the unities of
dramatic compofition by Ariffotle’s clock ?
Or renouncing thofe foreign aids, do
we defire to behold them, inflated with
their
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their original powers, labotring to ftrike
out fparks of wit, with a reftlefs anxiety
to fhine, which generally fails; and with
a laboured affectation to pleafe, which
never pleafes ?

Difeurs de bons mots, fades cara&eres f

All this be far from them !|—But we do
wifh to fee the converfation of well-bred
women refcued from vapid common
places, from uninterefting tattle, from
trite and hackneyed communications, from
frivolous earneftnefs, from falfe fenfibility,
from a warm intereft about things of no
momient, and an indifferénee to topics the
moft important ; from a cold vanity, from
the overflowings of felf-love, exhibiting
itfelf under the {miling mafk of an engag-
ing flattery, and from all the factitious
manners of artificial intercourfe. We do
wifh to fee the time paffed in polifhed and

intelligent fociety, confidered among the
beneficial, as well as the pleafant portions
of our exiftence, and not configned over,
as
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as it tea frequently is, to premeditated
tyifling, or fyflematic unprofitablenefs.
Let us not, hewever, be mifunderftood ; it
is not meant to prefcribe that they fhould
affe to talk on lofty fubjes, fo much as
to fuggeft that they fhould bring good
fenfe, fimplicity, and precifion into thofe
common {ubjeds, of which, after all, both
the bufinefs and the converfation of man-
kind is in a great meafure made up.

It is: too, well known how much the
dread of imputed pedantry keeps off any
thing that yerges towards Jearned, and the
terror of imputed enthufialm, ftaves off
any thing that approaches to ferious con-
verfation, fo /that the two topics which
peculiarly diftinguith us, as rational and
immortal beings, are by general confeat
in a good degree banifhed fiom the fociety
of rational and jmmortal creatyres.  But

< we might ajmoft as:confiftently give up
the comforts of fire becaufe a few perfons
have been burnt, and the benefit of water
beeaule fome others have been drowned, as
VOL. II. ® relinquith
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relinquifh the enjoyments of intellectual,
and the bleflings of religious intercourfe,
becaufe the learned world has fometimes
been infefted with pedants, and the reli-

CONVERSATION,

gious world with fanatics.

As in the momentous times in which
we live, it is next to impoffible to pafs an
evening in company, 'but the talk will fo
inevitably revert to politics, that, without
any premeditated defign, every one prefent
fhall infallibly get to know to which fide
the other inclines ; why, in the far higher
concern of eternal things, fhould we fo
carefully fhun every offered opportunity of
bearing even a cafual teftimony to the part
we efpoufe in religion ?* Why, while we
make it a fort of point of confcience to
leave no doubt on the mind of a ftranger,
whether weadopt the party of Pitt or Fox,
fhall we chufe to leave it very problema-
tical whether we belong to God or Baal ?
‘Why, in religion, as well as in politics,
fhould we not a¢t like people who, having
their all at ftakg, cannot forbear now and
then

l
{
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then adverting for 2 moment to the object
of their grand concern, and dropping; at
feaft, an incidental intimation of the fide
to which they belong.

Even the news of the day, in fuch an
eventful period as the prefent, may lend
frequent occafions to a woman of prin-
ciple, to declare, without parade, her faith
in a moral Governor of the world; her
truft in a particular Providence ; her belief
in the Divine Omnipotence; her confi-
dence in the power of God, in educing
good from evil, in his employing wicked
nations, not as favourites but inftruments ;
her perfuafion that prefent fucce(s is no
proof of the divine favour ; in fhort, fome
intimation that fhe is not athamed to de-
clare that her mind is under the influende
of chriftian faith and principle. A general
concurrence in exhibiting this fpirit of
decided faith and holy truft, would incon-
ceivably difconrage that pert infidelity
svhich is ever on the watch to produce
itfelf: -and, as we have already obferved, if

B2 wormen,
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womien, who derive: authority from their
rank or talents; did but reflest how their
fentimentsare repeated and their authority
quoted, they would be fo on itheir guard,

that general fociety might becomea feene

of general improvenient, and-the young,
who are looking for models  on which
to fafhion themfelves, would be afbamed
ofiexhibiting any thing like levity, or fcep-
ticifin,, or. prophaneiéfs:
Let it beunderftood, that it is niot fhieant
to intimate ‘that ferious fubjects thould
. make up the bulk oficonverfation 3 this, as
it-is impoffible, -would alfo often be im-
proper. It is not intended to fuggeft that
they (liould be abruptly introduced; opun-
fuitably prolonged ; but only «that they
thould not be {yftematically fhunned, nor

the brai

1 of fanaticifitvbe fixed on'the per-
Ton who, with whatever propriety; hazards
thexir

roduction of them. -It:is: evident,

howéver, that this general dread of 'ferious
topics arifes a good deal fromian igndrarice
of the truenaturelof religion s péople avoid

it
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it on:the principle exprefled by the yulgar
phafe of the danger of playing with edge
tools, ;- They conceive of it a5 fomething

which inv

s controverly, and difpute,
and mifchjef ; fomething of an inflamma-
tary nati

which is to iz upill humo

5
fets
friends at variance. Somuch is this notion
adopted, that I have feen announced two
works of confiderable merit, in which it
was ftipuleted as an attraGion, that reli-
gion, as being likely to excite anger and
pasty diftinctions, thould be carefully ex-
cluded.  Sugh is the worldly idea of the
{pinit of that religion, whofe direct object
it was to bring “ peace and good will te
men!”

Women too little live .or converfe up
to their underftandings ; and however sve
have deprecated affeéiation jor pedantry,
let it be remembered; that both in reading
and converfing the underftanding o
more by ftretching, than fiooping. If by
exerting itfelf it may not attain to all it de-

23 fires,

as.of a fort of party bufinefs w

gains
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fixes, yet it will be fure to gain fomethifig,
The mind, by always applying itfelf to ob+
jects below its level, contracts and fhrinks
itfelf to the fize, and lowers itfelf to the
level, of the object about which it is cons
verfant : while the mind which is active
expands dnd raifes itfelf, grows larger by
exercife, abler by diffufion, and richer by

communication.

But the tafte of general fociety is not
favourable to improvement. The feriouf:
nefs with which the moft frivolous fubjects
are agitated, and the levity with which
the moft ferious are difpatched, bear a
pretty exat proportion to each other.
Society too is a fort of magic lanthorn ;
the fcene is perpetually fhifting. In this
inceffant change, the evattefcent fafhion of
the prefent minute, which, while in many
it leads to the cultivation of real know=
ledge, has alfo fometimes led even the gay
and idle to the affe@tation of mixing 4
fprinkling of {cience with the mafs of diffi-
pation.  The ambition of appearing ta be
4 well
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well-informed breaks ‘out even in thofe
triflers who will not fpare time from their
pleafureable purfuits fufficient for acquir-
ing that knowledge, of which, however, the
reputation s fo defirable. A little fmatter~
ing of philofophy often dignifies the pur~
fuits of their day, without refcuing them
from the vanities of the night. A courfe of
leCtures (that -admirable affiftant for en-
lightening the underftanding) is not feldom
reforted to as a means to fubftitute the
appearance of knowledge for the fatigue
of npplicntion; but where this valuable
help is attended merely like any other
public exhibition, and is not furthered by
correfpondent reading at home, it often
ferves to fet off the reality of ignorance
with the affectation of fkill. But inftead
of producing in converfation a few reign-
ing {cientific terms, with a familiarity and
readinefs, which
Amaze the unlearn’d, and make the learned fmile,
would it not be more modeft even for
{liofe who are better informed, to avoid
E 4 the
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the comition ufe of technical terims twhah-
ever the idea can be as well conveyed with=
out them?  For it argués no real ability to
know the naimes of tooks 5 the ability lies in
knowing théir 4z  and While it is in the
thing, and not in the term, that real know-
ledge confifts, the charge of pedantry is
attached fto the ufe.of the term, which
would not attach to the kiowle

of ‘the

fcience.

In the faculty of li)cxh:ng) well, ladies

have fuch 4

their flende

PPy promptitud g
‘.l\u.zmlgm to actount, ‘that
there are many Who, though they have
never been taught a tule of {yntax, yet,
by a quick facility in profiting from e
beft books and the beft company, hardly

ever violate one ; and who often exhibit
an clegant and perfpicuols drrangeiment
of ftyle, without havin

g ftudied any of éhe
mpofition,

knowledge which ay

laws _of

iy kind' ‘ot
be ‘the refule

16n,and natural tifte,
B Brabofiliy
HS gracetully “oh. woimiéh.  Yeét ‘on ‘the

other

&

ichikid e
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other hand it fometimes happens, that

ies' of mo contemptible natural parts

are too ready to produce, not only pedan-

tic cxpreffions, but crude notions 3 and

il oftener to bring forward obvious and
hackneyed ‘remarks, which float on the

urface of afubje&, with the i

pofing

very 3

airof tecent invention, and all the vanity
of iconfeious difoovery.  This'is becaufe
their acquirements have not beea woven
into theirminds by eatlyinftradion 5 what
knowledge they have gotten ftands out as
it ‘ware above the very' farface of theix
minds, lilee the appliquéeof the embroiderer,
inftead of ha

ng been ibterwoven with
the growth of ithe piece, 1o as to-have be-
come a part of the fuff. . They did not,
like mien, acquire what they know while
the itexture ‘'was forming, = Perhaps no
better preventive could: be devifed for
this hiterary vanity, than-ear/yinftrudion :
that ‘woian would ‘be lefs likely to be
vain of her knowledge who did not re-
member the time when fhe was ignorant.
Knowledge
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Knowledge that is durnt in, if [ may{o
fpeak, is {eldom obtrufive, rarely impertis

ent.

+ Their reading alfo has probably confifted
much in abridgments from larger works,
45 was obferved in a former chapter ; this
fnakes a readier talker, but a fhallower
thinker, than the perufal of books of more
balk. By thefe fcanty fketches their
critical {pirit has been excited, while their
critical powers have not been formed. = For
in thofe crippled mutilations they have feen
nothing of that juft proportion of parts,
that fkilful arrangement of the plan, and
that artful diftribution of the fubject,
which, while they prove the mafter hand
of the writer, ferve alfo to form the tafte
of the reader, far more than a dif-jointed
fkeleton, orabeautiful feature or twocando.
The inftruction of women is alfo too much
drawn from the {canty and penurious
fources of fhort writings of the effay kind :
this, when it comprifes the beft part of a
perfon’s reading, makes a {matterer and
fpoils
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fhoils a fcholar; for though it fupplies
current talk, yet it does not make a full
thind ; it does not furnith a ftore-houfe of
materials to ftock the underftanding, nei-
ther does it accuftom the mind to any
trains of reflection: for the fubjects, befides
being each fuccinctly, and, on account of
this brevity, fuperficially tieated, are dif-
tinét and difconnected: they arife out of
no concatenation of ideas, nor any depend-
ent ferics of deduction.  Yet on this plea-
fant but defultory reading, the mind
which has not been trained to feverer
éxercife, loves to repofe itfelf in a fort of
¢reditablé indolence, inftead of ftretching
its powers in the wholefome labour of
confequent inveftigation*.

 The writer cannot befuppofed defirous of depre-
ciating the value of thofe many beautiful periodical
effays which adorn our language. But, perhaps, it
might be Detter to regale the mind with them finglys
at different times, than to read at the fame fitting, 4
multitude of fhort picces on diffimilar and uncons
Weded topics, &y wey of getting through the book.

Tam
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m not difcourag
period of life, or even fender knowledge 5
ormation is

od at whatever period

ud in whatever degnee it be acquired,

5.it thould, be

But in f{uch caf

with peculiar bumility ; and
pof for fhould bear in mind,

h to her

Some ladics

ger torexhi

proofs of their read-

though  -at xpence - of ‘their

t
, :and wyill ix\uouucc in conver-

ant to. the
becaufe they. ha; appen at
ecur to their recolletion,

, fountd ‘in‘the book they

been reading. U nappropriate

quobations or 2y may  thew
but they do .not -fhew tafte.

and happy allafion which knows

reading,

by
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by a word how to awaken a ¢orrefponding
image, or to excite in' the' heater ‘the
idea which fills the mind of the fpeaker,
fhews lefs pedantry and miote tafte than
bare citations;; and a niind imbued with
elegant knowledge will inevitably betray
the opulence of its refources, even on
topics: whichedonot: relate to {cience or
Titerature. o Weell informed perfons will
afily be difcovéred to have read’ the beft
books; thouglicthey are  not ‘always (de-
tailing catalogues of ' authors.”  ‘Though
-honey owe its exquifite tafte o the fid-
grance of the fweetelt flowers, yet' the fluill
of the little artificer appears in this, that
thedelicious ftores are foadmirably-worked
up, as not 1o ‘tafte individually of any
of ithofe fweets 'of the very effence of
which itis compounded.  But-traej
ment will detect the infufiofiiwhich tive
modefty will not difplay ;- and even
mon fubjedts paffing throughw calti
underftanding borrow a flay

richnefs.
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richnef(s. - A power of ‘apt fcleétion {s
more valuable than any power of general
retention ; and an appofite remaik, which
thoots ftraight to the point, demarids higher
powers of mind than an hundred fimple :
acts of memory : for the bufinefs of the 4
memory is only to ftore up materials
which the underftanding is ‘to' mix and
work up with its native faculties, and
which the judgment is to bring out and g
apply. But young women who have
more vivacity than fenfe, and more vanity :
than vivacity, often rifk the charge of ab-
furdity to efeape that of ignorance, and will

even compare two authors who are totally

unlike, rather than mifs the occafion to
fhew that they have read both,

Among the arfs ta fpoil converfation,
fome ladies pofiefs that of fuddenly divert-
ing it from the channel in which it was 1
bencﬂcially flowing, becaufe fome word o
ufed by the perfon who was {peaking has ‘
accidentallyfiruck out a new train of think-

ing

i
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ing in their own minds, and not becaufe
the general idea exprefled has firuck out a
correfponding idea, which fort of collifion
is indeed the way of eliciting the true fire.
‘Young ladies, whofe fprightlinefs has not
been difciplined by a corre& education,
confider how things may be prettily faid,
rather than how they may be prudently
or feafonably fpoken 5 and‘hazard being
thought wrong, or rafh, or vain, for the
chance of being reckoned pleafant. The
flowers of rhetoric captivate them ‘more
than the jofteft deductions of reafon ; and
to repel an argument they arm themfelves
with a metaphor. Thofealfo who do not
aim fo high as eloquence, are often fur-
prized that you refufe to accept of a pre-
judice inftead of a reafon ; they are apt o
take up with a probability in place of a
demonftration, and cheaply put you off
with an affertion when you are requiring 2
proof. The fame mode of education res-
ders them alfo impatient of oppofition;

and
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and if - they happen' to poflefs beauty,
and to be vain of it, they may be tempted

to confider thyt as an additional proof of

their being  always in thie riglit./ - In this
cafe, they will not afk you to fubmit your
judgment to the force of their argument,
fomuchas to'the authoyity of their charms,

The fame’ fault in the mind, {trength-

ened by the

me caufe, (a negled

cation,) leads liv

women/often to pro-

nounce on a queftion without' ex

it: on any ‘given point  they ofeldomer
doudt than ‘men s not becaule they -ave

more clear fighted, but becaule they have

not’ been accuftomed to look ' into'a fub-

je&t long enough to difcover

t

st depths
and its intricacics’; and

difcerniz

difficulties, they

Is it a contradi

at once to be quick-fighted and thort-

fghted ? What they fee at ali} they com-

monly fee at once; a litt
courages ‘them ; . and,

lifficulty dif-

caught a

1S

3 ha
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haity glimpfe of a fubject, they rufh to
this conclufion, that either there is no
more to be feen, or that what is behind
will not pay them for the trouble of
fearching.  They . purfue their obje&t
eagerly, but not regularly ; rapidly, but
not pertinacioufly ; for they want that
obftinate patience of inveftigation which
grows ftouter by repulfe. - What they
have not attained, they do not believe
exifts; what they cannot feize at once,
they perfuade themfelves is not worth
having.

Isa fubje& of moment ftarted in com-
pany ? While the more fagacious are de-
liberating on. its difficulties, and viewing
it under all its afpets, in order to form
a competent judgment before they decide,
you will often find the moft {uperficial
woman prefent determine the matter
without hefitation.  Not feeing the per-
plexities in which the queftion is involved,
fhe wonders at the want of penetration in
“him whofe very penetration keeps him

VOL. II.. B filent.
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She fecretly defpifes the dull per-

ception and flow decifion of him who is
+

patiently unty

fhe ex

tich fhe

s
(h\luu) by

ing it, and an im-

id talk, from fuperficial matter,
7 of the fe

tle’
Apoftle’s p;

wh ‘Lh has brought on fo m

ak, flow to hear.
grea .t Rom: an Orator could
ve, that filenc rtant a part

> was not o m)'

“an art but an dumlu nce in it,” how

tk apply to the
females!  But the

rance, and the filence

ilence of |

of fparkling intelligence, are two things

1

moft as obvioufly diftin, as the wifdom
and the folly of the tongue. An inviolable

and

El
|
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ion may thew, that a

and marked atter

woman is pleafed with a fubje&t, and an

illuminated 'countenance may prove that
tasu: ivocall

A y
as language itfelf could'do ;5 ar

fhe un it, almo

this, with
a modeft queftion, is in many cafes as large
converfation as it is deco-
rous for feminine delicacy to take. It is

alfo as flattering an encouragement as men
of fenfe require, for purfuing fuch topics
in the prefence of women, which they
would be more difpofed " to do, did they
oftener gain by it the attention which it
is natural to with to excite.

Yet do we not fometimes fee an impa-
tience ‘to be heard (nor is it a feminine
failing only) which gocd breeding can
{carcely fubdue ?* And even when thefe
incorrigible talkers are compelled to be
filent, is it not evident that they are not
liftening to what is faid, but are only
thinking of what they thcmfelves fhall fay
when they can feize the firft lucky interval
for which they are fo narrowly watching ?

B But
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But converfation muft not be confidered
as a ftage for the difplay of our talents, fo
much as a ficld for the exercife and im-
provement of our virtues ; as a means for
promoting the glory of our Creator, and
the good and happinefs of our fellow-crea-
tures. Well-bred and intelligent Chrif-
tians not, when they join in fociety, to
confider themfelves as entering the lifts
like intellectual prize-fighters, in order to
exhibit their own vigour and dexterity, to
difcomfit their adverfary, and to bear
away the palm of victory. Truth and not
triumph fhould be the objeét ; and there
are few occafions in life, in which we are

mofe unremittingly called upon to watch
ourfelves narfowly, and to refift the af-
faults of various temptations, than in con-
i Vanity, jealoufy, envy, mif-
teprefentation, refentment, difdain, levity,
impatience, infineerity, will in turn folicit
to be gratified.  Conftantly to ftruggle
againft the defire of being thouglit more
wife, more witty, and more knowing, than

6 ; thofe
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thofe with whom we affociate, demands
the inceffant exertion of Chriftianvigilance,
a vigilance which the generality are fo far
from fufpecting neceffaryin the intercourfe
of common fociety, that cheerful conver-
fation is rather confidered as an exemption
and releafe from it, than as an additional
obligation to it.

But fociety, as was obferved before, is
not a ftage on which to throw down our
gauntlet, and prove our own prowefs by
the number of falls we give to our adver-
fary 5 fo far from it, good breeding as well
as Chriftianity, confiders as an indifpenfa-
ble requifite for converfation, the difpofi-
tion to bring forward to notice any talent
in others, which their own modefty, or
confcious inferiority, would lead them to
keep back. To do this with effeék re-
quires a penetration exercifed to difeern
merit, and a generous candour which de-
lights in drawing it out.  There are few
who cannot converfe tolerably on fome one
topic; what that is, we fhould try to find

F3 out,
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out, and in gencral introduce that topic,
though to the fuppreffion of

any one on
which we ourfelyes are fuppofed to excel :

and however fuperior we y be in other
refpedts to the
Rerna
by them; and if we do not gain un‘l)rma-
tion, we fha

o, we

2 perfons in queft

s, in that particular point,

wholefome ex-

ercife to our humility and felfec

thall be reft

AINING our own in

we fhall, if we tal

gratify the vanity

e}
others,

fidence to a doubting, or ¢

> a juft re-
fident, in the
VIeW ; to call

attention of

d and the felf-fufficient; to fome quiet
perfon in the ¢ mpany, who, thot

18 perhaps of little note ;

ites for converfation,  lefs
valuable, than the
power. of exciting burfts of laughter by

o
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the brig
tion by the moft poignant fallies of ridicule.

teft wit, or of extorting admira-

For wit is of all the qualities of the

fernale mind that which requires’ the

fevereft caftigation ; yet the temperate ex-

ercife of this

afcinating quality throws an

additional luftre round the ct - of an

amiable woman ; for to. manage with.dif=

creet modefty a dangerous talent, confers

tpraife than can be claimed by thofe

talent takes

om.the abfence of i

away the temptation tomifemploy it. To

women, Wit isa peculiarly perilous poffef-
> fober-

ty can keep in

ich nothing fhort of

mindednefs of Chriftia

fion, wh

order. Intemperate wit craves ac ation
as its natural aliment ; it liveson flatte
its ‘daily bread, The profe

hungrybe

ed wit

ts on theextorted

soar, that fub
alms of perpetual panegyric'; and like the

valture in the Grecian fable, it

ppetite

increafes by indulgence. Simple truth and

{ober approbation become taftelefs and in-
fipid to the palate, daily vi iated by the
F 4 eli
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delicious poignancies of exaggetated com-
mendation.  Under the above reftrictions,
however, wit may be fafely and pleafantly
exercifed ; for chaftifed wit is an elegant
and well-bred, and not unfeminine quality.
But Zumonr, efpecially if it degenerate into
imitation, or mimicry, is very fparingly to
be ventured on ; for it ‘is o difficult totally
to detach it from the fufpicion of buffoon-
ery, that a woman will be likely to lofe
more of that delicacy which is her appro-
priate grace, than fhe will gain in the eyes
of the judicious, by the moft fuccelsful
difplay of humour.

But if it be true that fome women are
too apt to affect brilliancy and difplay in
their own difcourfe, and to undervalue
the more humble pretenfions of lefs thowy
characters; it muft be confefled alfo, that
fome of more ordinary abilitics are now
and then guilty of the oppofite error, and
foolithly affect to value themfelves on not
making ufe of the underftanding they really
poflefs. They cxhibit no fmall fatisfaition
in
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in riciculing women of high intellectual
endowments, while they exclaim  with
much affected humility, and much reak
envy, that ¢ they are thankful they are
€ not geniufes.” Now, though one is
glad to hear gratitude exprefled on any
occafion, yet the want of {enfe is really no
fuch great mercy to be thankful for; and
it would indicate a better {pirit, were
they to pray to be enabled to make a
right ufe of the moderate underftanding
they poflefs, inftead of expofing with a
vifible pleafure the imaginary or real de-
feks of their more fhining acquaintance.
Women of the brighteft faculties {hould
not only “ bear thofe faculties meekly,”
but confider it as no derogztion, cheerfully
to fulfil thofe humbler dutics which make
up the bufinefs of common life, always
taking into the account the hi
fibility attached to higher gifts. While

her refpon-

women of lower attainments thould exert

to the utmoft fuch abilitics as Providence
has affigned them ; and while they (hould

not
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which are above
y thould not defpond at

ich ‘did not depend. on

ves ; nor, be

themf ife God has denied
them ten talents, fhould they forget that

they are equally

{ponfible for the one he

has allotted them, but fet about devoting
tha

with humble diligence to the
glory of the Giver.

Vanity, however, is not the monopoly

t not a young la

there-

fore, fan

¢ fhei

vit, and ignorance

lge in the

Equally earneft compet:

Vanity
male heast under

ety of unfulpected forms, and feizes

on many a little pafs which was not

1t worth guarding.
Wh

ho
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Who has not feen as reftlefls emotion

agitate the features of an anxious matron,
while peace and fame hung trembling in
doubtful fufpente on the fucce(s of a foup
or a fauce, on which' fentence was about
to be pronounced by fome confummate
critic, as could have been excited by any
competition for literary renown, or any
ftruggle for contefted wit 2 Nor was the
illuftrious hero of Greece more effectually
hindered from fleeping by the trophies 6f
Miltiades, than man

modifh damfel by
the eclipfing fuperiority of fome newer
dec i

ation exhibited by her more
ful friend.

cefs-

There is another fpecies of vanity in
fome women which difguifes itfelf under
the thin veil of an \(F-C"t d humility ; they
will accufe themfelves of fome fault from
which they are remarkably exempt, and
lament the want of fome talent which
they are rather notorious for poffeffing.
This is not only a clumfy trap for praife,
but there is a difingenuous intention, by

renouncing
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renouncing a quality they eminently pof-

fefs, to gain credit for others in which
they ‘are really deficient. Al affectation
it. The Apoftle

not to think of our-

mvolves a {pecies of deceit.
when he  enjoins, «
* felves more highly than we ought,”
does not exhort us to think fa/fely of our-
felves, but to think ¢ foberly ;" and it is
worth obferving that in this injunction
he does not ufe the word fpeak, but think,
inferring poffibly, that it would be fafer
to fpeak little of ourfelves or not at all; for
it is fo far from being an unequivocal proof
of our humility to talk even of our defects,
that while we make fe/f the fubjed, in
whatever way, felf-love contrives to be
gratified, and will even be content that
our faults fhould be talked of, rather
1t we fhould not be talked of at
all. Some are alfo attacked with fuch
proud fits of humility, that while they
are ready to accufe themfelves of almoft
every fin in the lump, they yet take fire at
the imputation of the flightelt individual
fault 3

(¢}

:
!
i
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fault 3 and inftantly enter upon their own
vindication as warmly as if you and not
themfelves, had brought forward the
charge. The truth is, they ventured te
condemn themfelves, in the full confi-
dence that you would contradi& themsj
the laft thing they intended was that you
fhould believe them, and they are never fo
much piqued and difappointed as when
they are takenat their word.

Of the various fhapes and undefined
forms into which vanity branches out in
converfation, there is no end. Out of a
reftlefs defire topleafe, grows the fpurious
defire toaftonifh : from vanity as much as
from credulity, arifes that ftrong love of the
marvellous, with which the converfation
of the ill-educated abounds. Hence that
fondnefs for dealing in narratives hardly
within the compals of poffibility. Here
vanity has many fhades of gratification;
thofe fhades will be ftronger or weaker,
whether the relater chance to have been
an eye-witnefs of the wonder fhe recountss

or
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or whether {1

n only the fecond-hand
renown of its 1 ned:to her
brity of its
having been witnefied only by hér friend’s
friend : ‘but even though that friend only
knew the man, who remembered the

woman, who

which is now caufing ration in the

compat in a fainter

degr e, is wtice, and the

ell in mixed
{ociety to

cther frem h:

ing flories, which

abfolu

verge of probabiii

the credit of the

very c

excites an increafed

ftill farther from ¢

and induces 4

veration,
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veration, which is too often

to help out a queftionable point™.

There 1s another fhape, and a very de-
formed fhape it is, in which loc
ity thews itfelf; Tmean, the bet

nacious

v ying of

confidence. Though the aét be tre:

rous, yet the fault, in the firft inf i
not treachery, but vanity. = It does not {o
often fpring from the mifchievous defire of
divulging a fecret,. as from the pride of
having been trufted with it. Ttis the fecret

inclination of mixing /e/f with whateveris

important. The fecret would be of little
value, if the revealing it did not ferve to

intimate our connexion with it ; the plga-

# This is alfo a good rule in comy
event, though it may actually have hap

it be out of the reach of probab

the commion courfe of nature, will feldom b:

a5 a fubjeét by a wri
that a probable fiction will inte
Verifi

ruth of the

than an unlikely tra

poet’s truth,
more furdy growth.

fure
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fure of its having been depofited with us
would be nothing, if others may not know
it has been fo depofited.—When we con-
tinue to fee the variety of ferious evils this
principle involves, fhall we perfift in af-
{erting that vanity is a flender mifchief ?
There is one offence committed in con-
verfation of much too ferious a nature to
be overlooked, or to be animadverted on
without forrow and ind ignation : I mean,
the habitual and thoughtlefs profanenefs
of thofe who are repeatedly invoking their
Maker’s name on occafions the moft
trivial. It is offenfive in all its variety of
afpects s—it isvery pernicious in its effedts;
—it is a growing evil ;—thofe who are
moft guilty of it, are from habit hardly

confcious  when they do it; are not
of the fin; and for both thefe
reafons, without the admonitions of faith~
ful friendthip, little likely to difcontinue it.
—It is utterly INEXCUSABLE ;—it has
none of the palliatives of tempration which
other vices plead, and in that refpect
ftands

aw
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ftands diftinguifhed from all others both
in its nature and degree of guilt.—Like
many. other fins, however, it is at once
caufe and effet ; it proceeds from want of
love and reverence to the béft of Beings,
and canfes that want both in themfelves
and others. Yet with all thofe aggrava-
tionis, there is, perhaps, hardly any fin {o
frequently committed, fo feldom repented
of, and {o little guarded againft. On the
feore of impropriety too, it is additionally
offenfive, as being utterly repugnant to
female delicacy, which often affects to be
fhocked at fwearing in a man. Now this
{pecies of profanenefs is not only fwearing,
but, perhaps, in fome refpecs, f{wearing
of the worft fort ; as it is a diref? breach
of an expre(s command, and offends
againft the very letter of that law which
fays in fo many words, THOU SHALT
NOT TAKE THE NAME OF THE Lorp
THY Gop 1N vain. It offends againft
delicacy and good breeding ; for thofe who
commit it, litfle think of the pain they

VOL. 1I. [ are
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are infli&ing on the fober mind, which
is deeply wounded when it hears the holy
name it loves difhonoured ; and it is as
contrary to good breeding to give pain,
as it is to true piety to be profane.

1 would endeavour to give fome faint
idea of the groflnefs of this offence, by
an alm]ogj (oh! how inadequate!) with
which the feeling heart, even though not
{eafoned with religion, may be touched.
To fuch I would carneftly fay :=Suppofe
you had fome beloved friend,—to put the
cafe ftill more ftrongly, a departed friend
= a revered parent, perhaps, — whofe
image never occurs without awaking in
your bofom fentiments of tender love and
gratitude ; how would you feel if you
heard this honoured name dandied abous
with unfeeling familiarity and indecent
levity ; orat beft, thruft into every paufe
of fpeech as a vulgar expletive ? Does not
your affeCtionate heart recoil at the
thought 2 And yet the hallowed name of
your truet Benefattor, your heavenly
Father,
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Father, your beft Friend, who gives youall
you enjoy, thofe very friends in whom
you fo much delight, thofe very organs
with which you difhonour him, is treated
with an irreverence,acontempt, a wanton-
nefs, with' which you cannot bear the
very thought or mention of treating a
human friend. His name is impioutly,
is unfeelingly, is ungratefully fingled out
as the object of decided irreverence, of
fyftematic contempt, of thoughtlefs levity.
It is ufed indifcriminately to-exprefs anger,
Joy, grief, furprife, impatience ; and what
is almoft till more unpardonable than all,
it is wantonly ufed as a mere unmeaning
expletive, which, being excited by no
emotion, can have nothing to recommend

it, unlefs it be the pleafure of the fin.
Among the deep, but lefs obyious mif-
chiefs of converfation, mifveprefentation
muft not be overlooked.  Self-love is
continually at work, to give to all we fay
a bias in our own favour. The counter-
adtion of this fault fhould be fet about
62 in




84 CONVERSATION.

in the earliet ftages of education. ¥
young perfons have not been difcouraged
in the natural, but evil, propenfity to
relate every difpute they have had with
others to their own advantage; if they
have not been trained to the duty of
doing juftice even' to thofe with whom
they are at variance; if they have not
been led to aim at a complete impartiality
in their little narratives, and inftruéted
never to take advantage of the abfence of
the other party, in order to make the ftory
lean to their own fide more than the truth
will admit; how fhall we in advanced
life look for corret habits, for unpre-
Judiced reprefentations, for fidelity, ac-
curacy, and unbiaffed juftice ?

Yet, how often in focicty, otherwife
refpe@able, are we pained with narrations
in which prejudice warps, and felf-love
blinds! How often do we fee, that with-
holding part of a truth-anfiwers the worft
ends of a falfehood ! How often regret
the unfair turn given to a bufinefs, by
placing
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placing a fentiment in one point of view,
which the fpeaker had ufed in another!
the letter of truth preferved where its
{pirit is violated ! a fuperftitious exactnefs
fcrupuloufly maintained in the underparts
of a detail, in order to imprefs fuch an
idea of integrity as fhall gain credit, while
the leading principle is defignedly mif-
frated | nay, a new character given toa
fact by a different look, tone, or emphafis,
which alters it as much as words could
have done ! the falfe impreffion of a fer-
mon conveyed, when we do not like the
preacher, or when through him we wifh
to make religion itfelf ridiculous! the
avoiding of literal untruths, while the mif-
chief is better effected by the unfair quota-
tion of a paffage divefted of its context !
the bringing together detached portions
of a fubje&, and making thofe parts ludi-
crous, when conneéted, which were perfect
in their diftiné pofition ! the infidious
nfe made of a fentiment by reprefenting it
as the opinion of him who had only

G 3 brought
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brought it forward in order to expofe it !
the relating opinions which had merely
been put hypothetically, as the avowed
principles. of him we would difcredit !
that fubtle falfehood which is fo made
to incorporate with a certaia quantity of
truth, that the moft fkilful moral chemift
cannot analyfe or feparate them ! foragood
mifreprefeuter knows that o fuccefsful lic
muft have a certain infufion of truth, or it
will not go down. All hat indefinable
ambiguity and equivocation ; all that pru-
dent deceit, which is rather implied than
exprefed ; thofe more delicate artifices of
the fchool of Loyala and of Chefterfield,
which allow us when we dare not deny a
truth, yet {o to difguife and difcolour it,
that the truth we relate fhall not refemble
the truth we heard! Thefe and- all the
thoufand thadesof fimulation anddiffimu-
lation will be carefully guarded againft in
the converfation of vigilant' Chriftians.
Again, it is furprifing to mark the coma
mon deviations from firit veracity which

{pring,
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fpring, not from enmity to truth, not from
intentional deceit, not from malevolence
of envy, or the leaft defign to injure, but
from mere levity, habitual inattention,
and a current notion that it is not worth,
whilé to be correct in fmall things. But
hefe the doérine of habits comes in with
great force, and in thit view no error is
fmall. " "The cure of this difeafe in its
more inveterate ftages being next to im-
poffible, its:prevention ought to be one of
the earlieft objects of education *,

The grievous fault of grofs and obvious
detracion which infets converfation, has
been fo heavily and {o juftly condemned
by divines and moralifts, that the fubject
is exhaufted. But there is an error of an
oppofite complexion, which we have be-
fore noticed, and againft which the pecu-
liar temper of the times requires that
young ladies of a better caft fhould be .
guarded, TFrom the narrownefs of their
own fphere of obfervation, they are fome-

# See the Chapter on the Ufe of Definitions.

G4 times
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times addiéted to accufe of uncharitable-
nefs, that di{linguifhing Jjudgment which,
refulting from a found Ppenetration and
a zeal for truth, forbids perfons of a very
corre&t principle to be indifcriminately
prodigal of commendation without in-
quiry, and without diftinction. = There is
an affeftation of candour, which is almoft
as mifchievous as calumny itfelf; nay, if it
be lefs injurious in its individual applica-
tion, it is, perhaps, more alarminginitsge-
neral principle, as it lays wafte the ftrong
fences which feparate good from evil,
They know (though they fometimes ca-
lumniate) that calumny is wrong; but
they have not been told that flattery is
wrong alfo; and youth, being apt to fancy
that the dire& contrary to wrong muft
neceffarily be. right, are apt to be driven
into violent extremes. The dread of being
oaly fulpected of one fault, makes them
actually guilty of the other ; and to avoid
the charge of harfhnefs or of envy, they
Plunge into infincerity. In this they are
3tuated
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a&uated either by an unfound judgment
or an unfound principle.

Inthisageof high-mindedindependence,
when our youth areapt to fet up for them-
difpofed
1is own legiflator without Jooking, as
his ftandaid, to the eftablifhed law of the,

s, and every man is too mucl

land 5 and to fet up for his own divine,
iout looking to the revealed will of
Ged; by a candour equally vicious with
our vanity, we are alfo complaifantly
led to grve the latitude we zake: and it is
become too frequent aphrafe in the mouths
of our tolerating young ladies, wnen {peak-

ing of their more

ng rand mifled ac~
quaintance, to offer for them- this flimfy
vindication, * that what they do is right
“if it appear right to them ’— if they
“ fee the thing in that light, and a& up to
“ it with fincerity, theycannot be materi-
*ally wrong.” But the ftandard of truth,
juftice, and religion, muft neither be ele-
vated nor deprefled, in order to accommon-
date it to actual circumftances: it mufl
never
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lowered  to- palliate error, ‘to
juftify folly, or to vindicate vice. Good-
J R

matured young people often fpeak favour-

rever be

ably of unworthy, or extravagantly of com-
mon charaders, from one of thefe motives;
either their own views of excellence are
Jow, or they fpeak relpecfully of the un-
deferving, fo purchafe for themfelves the
reputation of tendernefs and generofity ;
or they lav

th unfparing praife on almoft
all alike, in the ufurious hope: of buying
back univerfal' comniendation- in return;
orin thofe eaptivating characters in which
the fimple and mafculine language  of
truth is facrificed to the jargon of affe&-
ed foftnefs ; and in which fmooth and
pliant manners are fubftituted for intrinfic
worth, the inexpcricncad are too- apt to
Jeppofevirtues, and to forgive vices, But
they fhould carefully guard againtt the
error of ‘making manner the criterion of
merit, and of giving unlimited credit to
ftrangers for pofiefiing every perfection,
only becaufe they bring into company the

engaging
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engaging exterior of alluring gentlencfs.
They fhould alfo remember that it is an
ealy, but not an honeft way of obtaining
the praife of candour, to get into the foft
and popular habit of faying of all their
acquaintance, when fpeaking of them,
that Zhey are fo good! True Chriftian
candour conceals faults, but it does not
invent virtues. Tt tenderly forbears to
expofe the evil which may belong to a
character, but it dares not afcribe to it the
good which does not, exifl. . To corret
this propenfity to falfe judgment and infin-
cerity, it would be well to bear in mind,
that while every goad, action, come from
what fource it may, and ever;
be it found in whomf{oev
its fair proportion, of diftinct and willing

good quality,

r 1t will, deferves

commendation : yet no.charaer is coon
in the true fenfe of the word which is not
RELIGIOUS,

In fine—to recapitulate what has becn
faid, with fome additional hints :—Study
to promote both intelle€tyal and moral
; improve-
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improvement in converfation ; labour to
bring into it a difpofition to bear with
others, and to be watchful over yourlelf 5
keep out of fight any prominent talent
of your own, which, if indiﬂgcd, might
difcourage or opprefs the feeble-minded.
If you know any one prefent to poflels
any particular weaknefs.or infirmity, never
exer

ife your wit by malicioufly inventing
occafions which may lead her to expofe
or, betray it ; but give as favourable a
turn as you can to the follies which
appear, and kindly help her to keep the
reft out of fight. Never gratify your
¢éwn humour, by hazarding what you
fufpet may wound any one prefent in
their perfons, conneétions, profefiions in
d do not for-
whether the laugh your wit

life, or religious opinion
get to exam:

n

has raifed be never bouglt at this expence.

Give credit to thofe who, without your
kindnefs, will get none ; do not talk a¢
any one whom you darc not falk o,
unlefs from "motives in which the golden

rule
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rule will bear you out. ~Seek neither to
fhine rior to triumph 3 and if you feck to
pleafe, take care that it be in order to
convert the influence you may gain by
pleafing to the good of others. ~Cultivate
true politenefs, for it grows out of true
principle, and is confiftent with the Gofpel
of Chrift ; but avoid thofe feigned atten-
tions which are not flimulated by good-
will, and thofe ftated profeffions of fond-
nefs which are not dictated by efteem.
Remember, that the praife of being
thought amiable by ftrangers, may be
bought too dear, if it be bought at the
expence of truth and fimplicity : remem-
ber, that Simplicity is the firft charm in
manner, as Truth is in mind ; and could
Truth make herfelf vifible, fhe would ap-
pear invefted in Simplicity.

Remember alfo, that true good nature
is the foul, of which politenefs is only the
garb. It is not that artificial quality
which is taken up by many when they go
into focicty, in order to charm thofe

whom
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whom it is nat their particular bufinels
to pleafe; and is laid down when they
return home to thofe to whom to appear
amiable is a real duty. It is not that
fafcinating but deceitful foftnefs, which,
after having acted over a hundred fcenes
of the moft lively fympathy and tender
intereft with every flight acqua

ntance j
after having exhaufted every phrafe of
feeling, for the trivial ficknefles or petty
forrows of multitudes who are fcarcely
known, leaves it doubtful whether a grain
of real feeling or genuine fympathy be
referved for the dearcft connections ; and
which difmiffes a woman to her immediate
friends with- little affection, and to her
own family with little attachment,

True good nature, that which alone
deferves the na

> s not a holiday orna-
ment, but an cvery-day habit. Tt does
not confift in feryile complaifance, or
difhoneft ﬂutlcry, or affected fymp;\thy,
ar unqualified affent, or unwarrantable
sompliance, or cternal fmiles, Before it

» cah
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can be allowed to rank with the virtues,
it muft be wrought up from a humour
into a principle, from an occafional dif-
pofition into a habit. It muft be the re-
fult of an equal and well-governed mind,
not the ftart of cafual gaiety, the trick
of defigning vanity, or the whim of
capricious fondnefs. It is compounded
of kindnefs, forbearance, forgivenefs, and
felf-denial ; < it'fecketh not its own,” but
muft be capable of making continual
facrifices of its own taftes, humours, and
felf-love ; but among the facrifices it
makes, it muft never include its integrity.
Politenefs on the one hand, and infenfi-
bility on the other, affume its name and
wear its honours; but they aflume the
honours of a triumph, without the mesit
of a victory ; for politenefs {ubdues no-
thing, and infenfibility has nothing to
fubdue. Good nature of the true caft,
and under the foregoing regulations, is
above all price in the common intercourfe
of domeftic fociety ; for an ordinary

quality,
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quatity, which is conftantly brought into
adion by the perpetually recurring
though minute events of daily life, is of
higher value than more brilliant qualities
which are more feldom called ‘into ufe.
And, indeed, Chriftianity has given that
new turn to the charafter of all the
virtues, that perhaps it is the beft teft of
the excellence of many that they have
little brilliancy in them. The Chriftian
Religion has degraded fome fplendid qua-
lities from the rank they held, and elevated
thofe which were obfcure into diftintion.
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O HEA Pos RV
Onzihe danger of an ill-direlted Senfibility.

Is confidering the human character witha
view toitsimprovement,it isprudent toen-
deavour to difcover the natural bent of the
mind, and having found it, to dire& your
force againft that fide on which the warp
lies, that you may leflen by counteraction
the defed which you might be promoting,
by applying your aid in a contrary direc-
tion. But the misfortune is, people who
mean better than they judge, are apt to
take up a fet of general rules, good per-
haps in themfelves, and originally gleaned
from experience and obfervation on the
nature of human things, but not applica-
ble in all cafes. Thefe rules they keep by
them as noftrums of univerfal efficacy,
which they therefore often bring out for

VOL. 1I. H ufe
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ufe in cafes to which they do not apply.
For to make any remedy effectual, it is not
enough to know the medicine, you muft
ftudy the conftitution alfo ; if there be not
ac

gruity between the two, you may be
ng one patient by the means which are
requifite to raife and reftore another, whofe
temperament is of a contrary defctiption.

inju

It is of importance in forming the female
character, that thofe on whom this tafk de-
volves thould poffefs fo much penetration
as accurately to difcern the degree of fen-
fibility,and fo much judgment as toaccom-
modate the- treatment to the individual
character. By conftantly ftimulating
and extolling feelings naturally’ quick,
thofe feelings will be rendered too acute
and irritable. 'On the other hand, a’'calm
and equable temper will become obtufe
by the total want of excitement 5 the

former treatment converts the feelings

into a fource of error, agitation, and cala-
nity 5 the latter ftarves their native energy,
deadens the affections, and producesa cold,

dull,
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dull, felfith {pirit ; for the human mind
is an inftrument which will lofe its fweet-
nefs if ftrained too high, and will be de-
prived of its tonc and ftrength if not

fufficiently raifed.
1t is cruel to chill the precious fenfibility
of an ingenuous foul, by treating with
fupercilious coldnefs and unfeeling ridi-
cule every indication of a warm, tender,
difinterefted, and enthufiaftic {pirit, as if
it exhibited fymptoms of a deficiency in
underftanding or prudence. How many
are apt to intimate, with. a {mile of
mingled pity and contempt, that when
fuch a one knows the world, that is, in
other words, when fhe fhail be grown
cunning, felfith, and fufpicious, fhe will be
athamed of her prefent glow of honeft
warmth, and of her lovely fufceptibility
of heart. May fhe never know the world,
if the knowlédge of it muft be ;chuilcd‘
at fuch an expence ! But to fenfible hearts,
every indication of genuine feeling will be
dear, for they will know that it is this
H2 temper
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temper which, by the guidance of the
Divine {pirit, may make her one day
become more enamoured of the beauty of
holinefs ; which, with the co- operation of
principle, and under its direétion, will
render her the lively agent of Providence
in dimipifhing the mifery that is in the
world; into which mifery this temper
will give her a quicker intuition than
colder charaters poffefs. It is this temper
which, when it is touched and purified
by a “live coal from the altar*,” will
give her 2 keener tafte for the {pirit of
religion, and a quicker zeal in difcharg-
ing its dutics. But let it be remembered
likewife, that as there is no quality in the
female charader which will be fo likely
to endanger the peace, and to expofe the
yirtue of the poffeflor; fo there is none
which requires to bhave its Juxuriances
inore carefully watched, and its wild fhoots
more clofely lopped.

* Ifiah, vi. 6.
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For'young women of affe@ions naturally
warm, but not’ carefully difciplined, are in
danger of incurring’ an unnatural irrita-
bility'; 'and while their happinefs falls a
victim to' the excels of uncontrolled fect-
ings, they are liable at’ the fame’ time to
indulge a vanity of all others the moft
prepofterons, that of being vain' of their
véry defed.  They Have heard fenfibility
highly commended, without having heard
any thing’ of thofe bounds and fences
which weré intended’ to confine it, and
without having been imbued’ with that
principle which would have given it a
beneficial dire@ion ; confcious that they
potlels the quality itfelf in' the eéxtreme,
and not’ aware that they want all that
makes' that quality fafe’ and delightfuly

thiey plinge headlong into thofe insand

which' they conceitedly
imagine, llut not p\mup‘ but coldnefs:
has préferved the more fober-minded and

ft
wellsinftru@ed of their fex.

B3 But
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But as it would be foreign to the pre-
fent defign to expatiate on thofe criminal
excefles which are fome of the fad effets
of ungoverned paffion, it is only intended
here to hazard a few remarks on thofe
lighter confequences of it, which confift
in the lofs of comfort without ruin of

charaéer, and the privation of much of
! the happinefs of life without involving any
very cenfurable degree of guilt or diferedit,
Let it, however, be incidcn(al!y remarked,
and let it be car efully remembered, that if
no women have rifen fo high in the fcale of
moral exce

nce as thofe whofe natural

warmth has been confcientioufly governed

by its true guide, and direted to its true

end; fo none have furnifhed fuch de-

plorable inftances of extreme depravity as

thofe who, through the ignorance or the

dereliction of principle, have been aban- ‘
i doned by the i

cefs of this

very temper to
the violence of u

verned paffions and

uncontrolled  inc

Perhaps, if
We were to inquire into the remote caufe

9 of
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of fome of. the blackeft crimes which ftain
the annals of mankind, profligacy, mur-
der, and efpecially, fuicide, we might trace
them. back to this original principle, an
ungoverned Senfibility.

Notwithftanding all the fine theoriesiin
profe and verfe to which this topic has
given | bitth, it will be found that very
exquifite fenfibility contributes fo little to
happingfs, and may yet be made to contri-
bute, fo much to u/afuluefs, that it may,
perhaps, be confidered as beftowed for ap

exercife to the pofleflor’s own virtue, and
as a keen inftrument with which he may

better work for the good ofjothers.
Women of this caft of mind are lefs
carcful to avoid the charge of unbounded
extremes, than to efcape at all events the
imputation of infenfibility. Theyare little
alarmed at the danger of exceeding, though
terrified at the fufpicion of coming fhort, of
what they take to be the extreme point”
of feeling. . They will even refolve to
H.4 prove
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prove the warmth of their fenfibility,
though at the expence of their judgment;
and fometimes alfo of their juffice, * Even
when they carneftly defire to- be-and to: do
right, they are apt-to employ the wrong:
inftrument to accomplifh the right' end.
TFhey employ the paffions to' do the work
of the judgment ; forgetting, of riot kiows
ing, that the paffions’ were not given us to
be ufed in the fearch and difco\'ery/ot'truth‘,
which is the office of a cooler and" more
difcriminating faculty; but that they'were
given fo animate us to warmer zeal in the
purfuit and practice’ of truth, when “the
Jjudgment fhall have pointed' out what 4
truth.

Through this natural warmth,which they
have been juftly told is fo pleafing, but
which, perhaps, they' have not! ‘been told
will be continually expofing - them' tg
peril and to fuffering; their Jjoys and for-
rows.are exceflive.  OF this extreme ifric
tability, as was before remarked, the ill=
educated learn to boaft as if it were a de-

cided
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cided indicationof fuperiority of foul, in-
ftead of labouring to reftrain it. as the ex-
cefsof a temper which ceafes to be amiabley
when it isino longer under: the control of
the: ‘governing faculty.: It is misfortunes
enough tobe Horn' more liable to fuffer
and tofin; from! this conformation of mind;i
it is too: much: to nourifh thie evil by
unreftraincd indulgence 5 it. s fill worfg
to be proud: of: fo mifleading a: quality.

Flippancy,impetuofity, refentment,and
violence) of fpirit, grow: out, of this dif=
pofition;. which: will: be rather promoted:
than: correébed, by the: jitem: of edis
cation: on: which we have been' aniinadl
venting;; in: which: {yftem;. emotions: arc
too early: and toe much- excited, and
taftes and feclings'are confidered astoo ex-
elufively: making up thiewhole of the fe«
male characker : in: which: the judgment.
is: little exercifed, the reafoning powers:
are: feldom brought into ackion; and felf-
knowledge and’
clnded,

é-denial fearcely: in-

The
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The propenfity of mind which we aré
confidering, ifunchecked, lays its poflcfiors
open to unjuft prepotleflions,and expofes
them  to all the danger  of unfounded at-
tachments. In early youth, not only love
at firft fight,butalfo friendfhip, of the fame
fudden growth, fprings up from an ill-di-
reéted fenfibility ; and i

er-life, women

under the powerful influence of this tem-
per, confcious that they have much to be
borne with, are too readily inclined to fe-
teét for their confidential connetions, flex-
ible and flattering companions, who will
indulge and perhaps admire their faults, ra-
ther than firm and honeft friends, who will
seprove and would affitin- curing them.
‘We may adopt it as a general maxim, that
an obliging, weak, yielding, complaifant
friend, full of fmall attentions, with little

religion, li tle judgment, and much natural
acquiefcence and civility, is a moft dange-
rous, though generally a too much defired

confidante: fhe {oothes theindolence,and

gratifies the vanity of her friend, by re-

conciling
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conciling her to her faults, while fhe nei-
ther keeps the underftanding nor the
virtues of that friend in exercife; but
withholds from her every ufeful truth,
which by opening her eyes might give
her pain.  Thefe obfequious qualities are
the ¢ foft green*” on which the foul
loves to repofe itfelf. But it is not a
refrething or a wholefome repofe: we
fhould not fele&, for the fake of prefent
eafe, a foothing flatterer, who will lull us
into a pleafing oblivion of our failings, but
a friend, who, valuing our foul’s' health
above our immediate comfort, will roufe
us from torpid indulgence to animation,
vigilance, and virtue.

An ill-dire¢ted fenfibility alfo leads a
woman to be injudicious and eccentric in
her charities; fhe will be in danger of
proportioning her bounty to the imme=
diate effet which the diftrefled obje&t
produces on her fenfes: and fhe will be

*® Burke’s ¢ Sublime and Beautiful.”

more
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have lefs fufpicion of purmotive in the
Yaster cafe than in the former. But, while
we ought to negleét ncither of thefe fup-
pofed cafes, yet the lefs our feclings are
caught by pleafing circum{tanaes, the lefs
will be the danger of our ihdul

CCME >lacency,and the more 13
be to do what we do for the iake of Him
who has taught us, that mo deeds but
what are performed on that pripciple,
*hall be recompentfed af the refurn cition
“ of the juit.”

But through the want of that govern-
ing principle which fhounld direct her
fenfibility, a tender-hearted woman, whofe
hand, if fhe be aGually furrounded with
feenes and circumftances to call it into
aftion, is

Open 23 d;\;v o melting charity ;
neverthelefs may utterly fail in the great
and comprehenfive duty of f Chriftian love,
fo
folely by local circumftances and prefent
events. Ognly remove her into ancther

{fcene,

fhe has feelings which are afted upon
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feene, diftant from the wants fhe has been
rclieving ; place Her in the lap of indulg-
ence, fo entrenched with eife and plea-
fure, fo'immerfed in the foftnefs of life,
that diftrefs no longer finds any accefs to
her prefence, but through the faint and
dull medium of a diftant reprefentation :
remove her from the fight and found of
that mifery which, when prefent, {o ten-
derly affected her—fhe now forgets that
mifery exifts; as fhe hears but little,
and fees nothing of want and fotrow, fhe
is ready to fancy that the world is grown
happier than it was: in the meantime,
with a quiet confcience and a thoughtlefs
vanity, the has been lavithing on fuperflui-
ties that money which fhe would cheer-
fully have given to a charitable cafe, had
fhe not forgotten that ‘any fuch were in
exiftence, becaufe Plegfure had blocked

up the avenues through which mifery

ufed to find its way to her heart ; and
now, when again fuch a

forces itfelf
into her prefence; fhe laments with real

fincerity
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fincerity that the money is gone which
thould have relieved it.

In the meantime, perhaps, other
women of lefs natural fympathy, but
whofe fympathies are under better regula-
tion, or who a& from a principle which
little ftimulus, hav:

requir

e, by an habi-
tual courfe of felf-denial, by a conftant
determination to refufe themfelves unne-
ceffary indulgencies, and by guarding
againft that diffolving pLEAsURE which
melts down the firmeft virtue that allows
itfelftobafk in its beams, have been quietly
furnifthing a regular provifion for miferies,
which their knowledge of the ftate of the
world teaches them are every where to be
found, and which their obedience to the
will of God tells them it.is their duty
both to find out and to relieve; a
general expectation of being liable. to
be called upon for ads of charity; will
vays

fead the confcientioufly charitable al
to be prepared.

On




212 ON SENSIBILITY.

On fuch a mind as we have been des
feribing, Novelty alfo. will operate with
peculiar force, and in nothing more than
n the article of charity. Old eftablifhed
iaftitutions, whofe continued exiftence
muft depend on the continued bounty of
that afluence to which they owed their
origin, will be fovetimes negleted, as
prefenting no variety to the imagination,
es having by their uniformity ceafed to be
interefting, there is now a total failure of
thofe fprings of mere fenfitive feeling
which fet the charity a-going, and thofe
fudden emotions of tendernefs and gufts
of pity, which once were feit, muft now
be excited by newer forms of diftrefs~—
As.age comes on, that charity which
has been the effe® of mere feeling,
grows cold and rigid, on account alfo of
its baving been often difappointed in its
high cxpe@tations of the gratitude and
fabfequent merit of thofe it has re-
lieved ; and by w iLliz.h’zl\xing its bounty,

3 becaufe
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becaufe fome of its objects have been un-
ar proof that what it
beftowed was for its own gratification ;

deferving, it gives cl

and now finding that felf-complacency at
an end, it beftows no longer. Probably
too the caufe of o much difappointment
may have been, thatill choice of the objects

to which fecling, rather than a difcriminat-
ing judgment, has led. The fummer
fhowers of mere fenfibility foon dry up,
while the living fpring of Chriftian cha-
zity flows alike in all feafons.

The impatience, levity, and ficklenefs,
of which women have been fomewhat too
generally accufed, are perhaps in no fmall
degrecaggravated by the littlenefs and fri-
voloufnefs of female purfuits. The fort of
education they commonly reccive, teaches
girls to fct a great price on {mall things.
Befides this, they do not always  learn
to keep a very corred feale of degrees for
rating the value of the obje@s of thei
miration and attachment ; but by a kind
of unconfcious idolatry, they rather make

VOL. 11, b a merit
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a merit of loving fupremely things and
perfons which ought to be loved with
moderation and in a fubordinate degree
the one to the other. Unluckily,  they

confider moderation as {o necefla

ly indi-
cating a cold heart and narrow foul, and
they look upon a ftate of indifference with

fomuch horror, that cither to love or hate

gy is fuppofed by them 'to pro-
.ceed from a higher flate of mind than is
poflefled by more fteady and equable cha-
ers. Whereas it isin fad the criterion
of a warm but well-directed fenfibility,

that while it is capable of loving with
energy, it muft be enabled, by the judg-

ent which governs it, to fuit and adjuft

its degree of interelt to the nature and

excellence of the object about which it
15

nterefted ; for unreafonable prepof-

feflion, difproportionate attachment, and

capricious or precarious fondne
fenfibility.
xceflive but unintentional fastery is

, 1 not

another fault into which a {flrong fenfi-

bility
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bility is in danger of leading its-poffeffor.

A tender heart and a warm imagination
confpire to throw a fort of radiance round
the obje&t of their love, till people are

dazzled by a brightnes of their own
Y g

creating.  The worldly and fathionable
b

without having the really warm feeling ;

orrow the warm language of {enfibility

and young ladies get fuch a habit of
faying, and efpecially of writing, fuch
over obliging and flattering things tocach
other, that this mutual politencfs, aided
by the felf-love o natural to us all, and by
an unwillingnefs to fearch into our own
hearts, keeps up the illufion, and we geta
habit of taking oar character from the
good we Jear of ourfelves, which. others
affume, but do not very well know, rather
than' from the evil we fee/ in ourfelves,
and which we therefore ought to be tho-
roughly acquainted with.
Ungoverned fenfibility is apt to give
a wrong dirction to its anxieties ; and its
affe@ion often falls thort of the true end of
112 friend-
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friendfhip.  If the object of its regard
happen to be fick, what inquiries ! what
prefcriptions ! what an accumulation is
made of cafes in which the remedy its

fondnefs fuggefts has been fuccefsful !

What an umﬁwhd tendernefs for the
perithing body ! Yet is this fenfibility
alive to the immortal interefts of

r? Is it not filent and at eafe
when it contemplates the deareft friend
perfifting in opinions eff ntially dangerous;
in pradtices unqueftionably wrong ? Does
it not view all this, not only without a
“generous ardour to point out the peril,
and refcue the friend ; but if that friend
be fuppofed to be dy ing, does it not even
make it the criterion of kindnefs to let her
1? What a want of true
ty, to feel for the pain, but not
for the danger of thofe we love! Now
fee what fort of {enfibility the Bible
teaches! « Thou fhalt not hate thy
bmtl-u in thine heart, but thou fhalt
“in any wife rebuke him, and fhalt
9 “ not
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“ ot fuffer fin upon him*.” But let
that tendernefs which fhrinks from the
idea of expofing what it loves to a mo=
mentary pang, figure to itfelf the bare
poffibility, that the objeét of its own fond
affeCtion may not be the object of the
Divine favour! Let it thrink from the
bare conjecture, that ¢ the familiar friend
“ with whom it has taken (weet counfel,”
is going down to the gates of death, un-
repenting, unprepared, and yet unwarned.
But mere human f{enfibility” goes a
fhorter way to work. Not being able to
give its friend the pain of hearing her faults
or of knowing her danger, it works itfelf
up into the quieting delufion that no dan-
ger exifts, at leaft not for the objecs of its
own affetion ; it gratifies itfelf by invent-
ing a falvation fo comprehenfive as fhall
take in all itfelf loves with all their faults ;
it creates to its own fond heart an ideal
and exaggerated divine mercy, which fhall

* Leviticus, xix. 17.

13 pardon
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pardon and receive all in whom this blind
{enfibility has an i

ntereft, whether they be
good or whether they be evil.

In regard to its a ation to religious

purpofes, it is a teft that fenfibility has

received its true dire&ion when it ‘is fu-
premely turned ta the love of God: for

to pofit

 an overflowing fondnefs for our

‘dmw creatures and feflow-finners, and to

1"(1
tlml.a an

to

ection,

fiftency to which the “fe

awfully liable. God has himfelf the firft

claim to the fenft

b ft) he beftowed. . « He
 Jirft loved us:” this is a natur

of love, ¢ He loved us while we
is a [y

finne

upernatural
Fe continues to love us though mn%.c
his favours, and {light his mer

would wear out any carthly kindnefs.

¢ forgives us, not petty negleéts, not
I BLECLS,

al flights, but grievous fins, re-
peated offences, broken vows, and un-

3 requited
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requited love. What human friend(hip
performs offices fo calculated to touch the
foul of {enfibility ?

Thofe young women in-whom feeling is
indulged to the exclufion: of reafon -and
examination, are peculiarly liable to be
the dupes of prejudice, rath decifions, and
falfe judgment. The underftanding hay-
ing but little power over the will, their
affe@ions are not well poized, and their
ted
upon by the fluétuations of alternate

minds are kept in a flate ready to be 2

impulfes; by fudden and varying im-
prefiions ; by calual and contradictory
circumftances ; and by emotions excited
by every accident. Inftead of being guided
by the broad views of general truth, and
having one fixed principle, they are driven
on by the impetuofity of the moment.
And this impetuofity blinds the judgment.
as much as it mifleads the condué; fo that
for want of a habit of cool inveftigation
and inquiry, they meet every event with-
out any previoufly formed opinion or rule

14 of




And as they do not accuftofis
to appreciate the real value of
things; their attention is as likel: ly to be led
away by the under parts of a fubjed,
as to feize on the leadi ng feature. The
fame ea

nefs of mind which ' hinders
the operation of the diferiminating fa-
culty, leads alfo to the error of deters
mining on the \Lﬂ itude of an action by its
fuccuo, and to that of making the event
of an unde

king decide on " its Jjuftice
Of propricty : it alfo leads to th: at {uper-
ficial and erroneous way of judging which

tions, if they make in ope’s
favour, as' grounds of lckuonmg,
while they lead us to' overlo

received
and general rules which  tend to eftablifh

¢trine ¢

rary to our wifhes.

Open-he

, indifcreet girls, often
pick up a few u,unp notions, which are
as falfe in themfe

Ives as they are popular
among the clafs in queftion: fuch asy
“ that warm friends muft

* encimies

make warm

5" —that “the generous love and

¢ hate




ON SENSIBILITY. 121

& hate with all their hearts;”—that “a
% reformed rake makes the beft hufband ;”
—that “there is no medium in marriage,
& but that it is a ftate of exquifite happi-
“ nefs or exquifite mifery3” “with many
other doétrines of equal currency and
equal foundnefs ! Thefe they confider as
axioms, and adopt as rules of life. - From
the two firft of thefe oracular fayings, girls
are in no {mall danger of becoming unjuft
through the very warmth of their hearts :
for they will get a habit of making their
eftimate of the good or ill qualities of
others, merely in proportion to the greater
or lefs degree of kindnefs which they
themfelves have received from them.
Their eftimation of general character is
thus formed on infulated and partial
grounds; on the accidental circumftance
of perfonal predilection or perfonal pique.
Kindnefs to themfelves or their friends in-
volves all poffible excellence; neglec, all
imaginable defets. Friendfhip and grati-
tude can and fhould go a great way; but

as
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as they cannot convert vice into virtue, {o
they ought never to.convert truth inte
falfchood. - And it may be the more
neceflaryito be upon our guard in this
inftance; becanfe the very idea of gratitude
may miflead us, by converting injuftice,
into the femblance of 4 virtue. Warm
effions thould - therefore: be limited
to the conveying, a fenfe of our own
individual - ebligations which are real,
rather than employed to give an impreffion
of general excellence in the perfon whe
has ohllgul us, which may be.i xmaum\ry
A good man is ftill good, though it may

€3

not have fallen in ' his way to oblige or
ferve. us; nay, though he may bave neg-
lected -or even unintentionally hurt us:
and fin is fill fin, though committed by
the perfon. in the world to whom we are
the moftobliged, and whom we moft 1 ove.

We come next to that fital and moft
indelicate, nay grofs maxim, that “a re-
¢ formied rake makes the beft hutfband 3’
an aphorifm to which the principlesand the
happinefs
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happinefs of fo many young women have
been facrificed. It goes upon the pre-
pofterous fuppofition, not only that effel

do not follow caufes, but that they oppofe
theni ; on the fuppofition, that habitual
Vvice creates re&itude of charatter, and
that fin produces bappinefs: thus flatly
contradicting: what the moral government
of God uniformly exhibits in the courfe of
human events, and what Revelation fo
ches.

evidently and univerfally te
For it fhould be obferved, that the

reformation is gene if not always
fuppofed to be broug] ht about by the
all-conquering force of female charms. Tet
but a profligate young man have a point
to carry by winning the affections of a

vain and thoughtlefs girl; he will begin

his attack upon her heart by undermining

her religious principles, and artfully re-
moving every impediment which mw‘xt
have obftrudted hier receiving the addref-
fes of a man without charader. And
while Lie will Icad her not to hear with-

S out
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out ridicule the mention of that change of

rt which Seripture teaches and experi-
ence pr’x)vcs the power of Divine grace can
work-on a vicious character ; whi
teach her to fneer at a change
would treat with contempt, becaufe he
denies the poffibility of fo ftrange and
miraculous a converfion ; yet he will not

feruple to fwear, that the power of her

beauty has worked a revolution in his own

ofe praclices which is equally complete
and inflantancous.

But fuppofing it poffible that his re-
formation were genuine, it would even

then by no means involve the truth of
her propofition, that paft libertinifin in-

uture felicity ; yet many a weak

confirmed in this palatable dotrine
by examples fhe has frequently admired
of thofe {urprifir nations {o con~
vemently effected in the laft feene of moft

of our comedies, has not {crupled to rifk
her carthly and eternal happinefs with a

man, who is not afh:

med to afcribe to the

influence
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i

influence of her beauty that power of
changing the heart which he impioufly
denies to Omnipotence itfelf.

As to the lalk of thefe practical apho-~
rifms, that ¢ there is no medium in
« marriage, but that it is a ftate of ex-
¢ quifite happinefs or exquifite mifery "
this, though not equally finful, is equally
delufive: for marriage is only one modi-

fe, and human life is

fication of hur =
1f

not commonly in a flate of exquifite

extremes ; but is for the moft part that
mixed and moderate ftate, o naturally
dreaded by thofe who fet out with fancy-
ing this world a ftate of rapture, and fo
naturally expected by thofe who know it
to be a ftate of probation and difcipline.
Marriage, therefore, is only one condition,
and often the beft condition, of that im-
perfe& ftate of becing which, though
feldom very exquifite, is

often very toler-
able ; and which may yicld much com-
fort to thofe who do not look for conftant
tranfport.  But unfortunatcly, thofe who
find




126 ON. SENSIBILITY.

find . themfel

opointed of the un-

ed in
ining to fit down with fo
poor a provifion as comfort, and {corning
the ac
Providence com

ceafing rapture cy had an

e, difd

stance of that moderate lot which
only beftows with a
view to check defpondency and to reprefs
give themfelves up to the
ve; and, by abando:

prefumption ;

other altern:

ng
their hearts to dilcontent, make to them-

felves that mifery with which their fervid

maginations had filled the oppofite fcale.

The truth is, thefe young ladies are
very apt to pick up their opinions, lefs
tl
, though it muft

from ‘the divir
t

they are fome of the beft embellith

the poets; and

by

the poef ¢ confeffed

> are not gaite the

hrough ‘it: for in travelli

through a

wildernefs, though we avail ourfelves of

the harmony of fing b to render

the grove delightf

ul, yet we never think

of followi

g them

us through its

as guides to conduct

labyrinths.

Thofe
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Thofe women, in whomthe natural
defe@s of a warm temper have been
firengthened by an education which fofters
their faults, are very dextrous in availing
themfelves of a hint, when it favours a
ruling inclination, fooths vanity, indulges
indolence, or gratifies their love of power.
They have heard fo often from their
favourite fentimental authors, and their
more flattering male fiiends, ¢ that when
<« Nature denied them ftrength, ‘fhe gave
« them fafcinating graces in compenfation;
@ that their ftrength confifts in their
& weaknefsy? ‘and that * they are en-
<« dowed with arts of perfuafion which
« fupply the abfence of force, and the

3

< place of reafon;” that they learn, in
time, to pride themfelves on that very
weaknefs, and to become vain of their
imperfe&ions ; till at length they begin
to claim for their defecs, not only pardon,
but admiration. Hence they get to cherifh
a {pecies of feeling which, if not checked,

terminates




128 ON SENSIBILITY.

terminates in excefliv {elfithnefs 5 they
learn to produce their inabil ity to bear
contradiction as a proof of their tender-
nefs ; and to indulge in that fort of irri-
tability in all that relates. to themfelves,
which incvitably leads to the utter cx-
clufion of all intereft in the fufferings of
others. Inftead of exercifing their fen-
fibility in the wholefome duty of relieving
diftrefs and vifiting {cenes of forrow, that
fenfibility itfelf is pleaded as a reafon for
their not being able to endure fights of
woe, and for fhunning the diftrefs it
thould be exerted in removing. That
exquifite fenfe of feeling which God im-
planted in the heart as a flimulus to
quicken us- in relieving the miferies of
others, is thus introverted, and learns to
confider fz/f not as the agent, but the
object of compaffion. Tendernefs is made
an excufe for being hard-hearted ; and
inflead of drying the weepi
others, ' this . falfe *del
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felfifh tears for the more elegant and
lefs ‘expenfive forrows of the melting
novel or the pathetic tragedy.

When feeling * ftimulates only to felf-
indulgence ; when the more exquifite affec-
tions of {ympathy and pity evaporate in
fentiment, inftead ‘of flowing out in a&tive
charity,and affording affiftance, protection,
or confolation to every fpecies of diftrefs ;
it is an evidence that the feeling is of a
{fpurious kind; and inftead of being nou-
rithed as an amiable tendernefs, it fhould
be fubdued as a fond and bafe elf-love,

That idlenefs, to whofe cruel inroads
many women of fortune are' unhappily
expofed, from not having been trained to
confider wholefome occupation, vigorous
exertion, and fyftematic employment, as
making part of the indifpenfable duties
of life, lays them open to a thoufand evils
of this kind, from which the ufeful and
the bufy are exempted : and, perhaps, it
would not be eafy to find a more pitiable
object than a woman with a great deal

vor, 11, X of
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of time and a great deal of money on
her hands, who, never having been taught
the confcientious ufe of either, {quanders
both at random, or rather moulders both
away, without plan, without principle;
and without pleafure; all whofe projects
begin and. terminate in felf: who con-
fiders the reft of the world only as they
may be fubfervient to her gratification;
and to whom it never occurred, that both
her time and money were given for the
gratification and good of others,

It is not much to the credit of the
other fex, that they now and then lend
themfelves to the indulgence of this felfith
fpinit in their wives, and chesifhi by a kind
of falfe fondnefs thofe faults which fhould
be combated by good fenfe and a reafon-
able counteraction : flothfully preferring
a little falfe peace, the purchafe of pre-
¢arious quict, and the reputation of goad
mature, to the higher duty of forming
the mind, fixing the pringiples, and
fheng(hcning the character of her with
9 : whom
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whom they are connected. Perhaps too,
a little vanity in the hufband helps out
his good nature ; he focretly rewards him-
{elf for his facrifice by the confcioufnefs of
his fuperiority ; he feels a felf-complacency
in his patient condefcenfion to her weak-
nefs, which tacitly flattess
and he is, as it were, paid for fteoping by
the increafed fenfe of his own tallnefs.
Secing; alfo, perhiaps, but little of other
women, he gets to believe. that they are
all pretty much alike, and that, as 2 man
of fenfe, he muft centent himfelf with
what he takes to be the common lot.
Whereas, in truth, by his mifplaced in-

wi {trength :

dulgence, he has rather made his own lot
than drewn it; and thus, through an in-
dolent defpair in the hufband of being able
to effeét any improvement by oppofition,
it happens, that many a helplefs, fretful,
and daudling wife acquites 2 more power-
ful afcendancy than the moft difcreet and
amiable woman; and that the moft abfolute

: X2 female
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fermale tyranny is eftablifhed by thefe fickly

and capricious humours.

The poets again, who, to do  theny
juftice, are always ready to lend a helping
hand when any mifchief is to be done,
have contributed their full fhare ‘towards
confirming thefe feminine follies : they
have ﬂrcngthencd by adulatory maxims,
fung in feducing ftrains, thofe’ faults
which their talents and their influence
fhould have been employed in correéting,
When fair and' youthful females are com-
plimented with being

Fine by defect and delicately weak |

1s not a ftandard of feeblenefs held out to
them to which vanity will gladly refort,
and to which foftnefs and indolence can
eafily actup, or rather as down, if I may
be allowed the expreffion ?

When ladies are told by the fame
mifleading, but to them high, authority,
that “ fmiles and tears are the irrefiftible

al  armss
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* arms with which Nature has furnithed
“ them for conquering the ftrong,” will
they not eagerly fly to this cheap and
ready artillery, inftead of labouring to
furnifh themfelves with a reafonable mind,
an equable temper, and a meek and quiet
{pirit ?

Every animal is endowed by Providence
with' the peculiar powers adapted to its
nature and its wants ; while none, except
the human, by grafting art on natural
fagacity, injures or mars the gift. Spoilt
women, who fancy there is fomething
more picquant and alluring in the mutable
graces of caprice, than in the monotonous
fmoothnefs of an even temper, and who
alfo having heard much, as was obferved
before, about their  amiable weaknefs,*
learn to look about them for the beft
fuccedaneum to firength, the fuppofed
abfence of which they fometimes end
vour to {fupply by artifice. By this engine
the weakeft woman frequently furnithes
the converfe to the famous reply of the

K3 French
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French Minifter, who, when he was acs
cufed of governingthemind of that feeble
Queen Mary de Medicis by « forcery;
replied, * that the only forcery he had
¢ ufed, was that influence which ftrong
¢ minds naturally have over weak ones.”

But though it be fair fo to ftudy the
tempers, defects, and weakneffes of others,
as to convert our knowledge of them
to the promotion of their benefit and our
own; and though it be making a lawful
ufe of our penetration to avail ourfelves
of the faults of others for ¢ their good to
“ edification 3 yet all deviations from
the ftraight line of truth and fimplicity 3
every plot infidioufly to turn influence to
‘unfair account 5 all contrivances to extort
from a bribed complaifance what reafon
and juftice would refufe to our withess
thefe are fome of the operations of that
loweft and moft defpicable engine, felfith
cunning, by which /ittle ‘minds fometimes
govern great ones. .

And
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And unluckily, women from their
natural ‘defite to pleafe; and from their
fometimes doubting by what means this
grand end may be beft effected, are in
mote danger of being led into diffimulas
tion than men; for diffimulation is the
refult of weaknefs, and the refuge of doubt
and diftruft; rather than of confcious
ftrength, the dangers of which lie another
way. Franknefs, truth, and fimplicity,
therefore, as they are inexpreflibly charm-
ing, fo arethey peculiarly commendable in
women, and nobly evince that while ‘the
poffeflors of them wifh to pleafe, (and why
fhould they not wifh it?) they difdain to
have recourfe to any thing but what is fair,
and juft, and honourable toeffect it ; that
they fcorn to attain the moft defired end
by any but the moft lawful means. The
beauty of fimplicity is indeed {o intimately
felt and generally acknowledged by all who
have a true tafte for perfonal, moral, or
intellectual beauty, that women of the
decpeft artifice often find their account in

X 4 affluming
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afluming an exterior the moft foreign to
their chara&er, and by affe@ing the moft
fudied naiveré. It is curious to fee the
quantity of ar¢fome people put in prattice
in order ta appear natural; and the deep
defign which is fet at work to exhibit /-
p[zrzly And indeed this feigned fimplicity
is the moft milchievous, becaufe the moft
engaging of all the Proteus forms which
diffimulation can put on. For the moft
free and bold fentiments have been {fome-
times hazarded with. fatal fuccefs under
this unfufpected matk. And an innocent,
quiet, indolent, artlefs manner, has been
adopted as the moft refined and fuccefsful
accompaniment of fentiments, ideas, and
defigns, neither artlefs nor mnocent
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CH AP XV

On diffipation, and the modern habjts of

faflionable life.

Peruars the interefts of true friendfhip,
elegant converfation, mental improvement,
focial pleafure, maternal duty, and con-
jugal comfort, never received fuch a blow
as when Fafhion iffued out that arbitrary
and univerfal decree, that every body muft be
acquainted with every bﬂdy; together with
that confequent, authoritative, but rather
inconvenient claufe, that every body muft
alfo go every where every night. The
devout obedience paid to this law is in-
compatible with the very being of friend-
fhip; for as the circle of acquaintance
expands, and it will be continually expands
ing, the affections will be beaten out into
fuch thin lamina as to leave little {olidity

remaining,
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remaining, The heart which is continually
exhaufling itfelf in profeffions grows cold
and hard. The feelings of kindnefs di-
minifh in proportion as the expreffion of
it becomes more diffufe and indiferimi-
nate. The very ‘traces of *fimplicity
“and godly fincerity” ina delicate fe-
male, wear_ away imperceptibly by con-
ftant collifion with the world at large.
And perhaps no wo takes fo little
intereft in the happinefs of her r

1 friends,
as the whofe affections are inceflantly eva-
porating in univerfal civilities ; as fhe who
is faying fond and flattering things at ran-
dom to a circle of five hundred people
every night.

The decline and fall of animated and
inftru@ive converfation has been in a good
meafure effected by this barbarous project
of aflembling ex maffe. ~ An excellent pre=
late*, with whofe friendh ip the author was
dong honoured, and who himfelf excelled

@ The Tate Bithop Horne,
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in the art of converf{ations ufed to remark;
that a few years had brought about a
great revolution in the manners of fociety;
that it ufed to be the cuftom; previoufly
to going into, company; to- think that
fomething was to be communicated: or
feceived, taught orlearnt ; that the powers
of the undeiftanding were expeéted to
be brought into exercifé;.and, that it was

therefore neceffary to quicken the mind,
by reading and thinking, for the fhare the
individual might be exp

ed totake inthe
general difcourfe; but that knowledge,
and tafte, and wit, and erudition, feemed
now to be fcarcely confidered 4s neceffary
materials to be brought into the pleafure-
able commerce of the warld ; becaufe now
there was little chance. of turning them
to much: account:; and therefore he who
poflefied them, and he who pofiefled them
not, were nearly on a footing.

It is ~obvious alfo that multitudinous
affemblies are fo little favourable to that
wheerfulnefs which it fhould feem to be their
z very
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very end to promote, that if there were
anychemical procefs by which the quantum
of fpirits animal or intellectual could be
afcertained, the diminution would be
found to have been inconceivably great,
fince the transformation of man and Wo-
man from a {ocial to a gregarious animal,
But if it be true that friendfhip, fo-
ciety, and cheerfulnefs, have fuftained fo
much injury by this change of manners,
how much more pointedly does the re-
mark apply to family happinefs !
Notwithftanding the known fluctuation
of manners and the mutability of language,
could it be forefeen, when the Apoftle
Paul exhorted “ married women to be
€ keepers az fome,” that the time would
arrive: when  that very phrafe would be
felected to defignate one of the moft
decided aéts of diffipation ? Could it be
forefeen that when a fine lady fhould fend
out a notification that on fuch a night the
fhall be AT nomE, thefe two fignificant
words (befides intimating the rarity of the

thing)

|
2
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thing) would prefent to the mind an image
the moft ‘wrdomeftic which language can
convey > My country readers, who may
require tohave it explained that thefe two
magnetic words now poffefs the powerful
influence of drawing together every thing
fine within the {phere of their attraction,
may need alfo to be apprized, that the
gucfts afterwards are not afked what was
Jaid by the company, but whether the
¢rowd was prodigious, the rule for de-
ciding on the merit of a fathionable focicty
not being by the tafte or the fpirit, but by
the feore and the Jundred. The queftion
of pleafure, like a Parliamentary queftion,
is now carried by numbers.  And when
two parties modifh, like two parties poli-
tical, are run one againft another on the
fame night, the fame kind of mortification
attends the leader of a defeated minority,
the fame triumph attends the exulting
carrier of fuperior numbers, in the one
qafe as in the other.

An
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An eminent divine has faid, that % per-
feverance in  prayer ‘will: either make;
2 man- leave off finning,’ér 4 conti-
“ nuanee: in'fin-will make him leave off
 prayer.” " This remark may be accoms=
meds

ed to thofe ladies who, while theyare
levoted to the' enjoyments of the world,
yet: retain, confiderable folicitude for the
inftry But if

v in earneft to give them &

on of their daughter

gl
they are r

Chriftian éducation, they muft themfelves
renounce a diffipated life. Or if they
refolve’ to purfue the chace of pleafiure,
they muit renounce this primeduty. Con:
traries cannot unite: The moral nurtare
of 4 tall ‘daughter can no more be ad-.
miniftered by a mother whofe time is
abforbed by crowds abroad, than the phyfi=
cal nurture of her infant offspring can
be fupplied by her in a pcr‘petu:\l abfence:
from home. ' And s not that a: prépof:
terous affetion which leads a mmiother to
devotea few months to theinferior duty of
furnifhing aliment to the mere animal life,

and

I.
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and then to defert her poft when the more
important moral and intelleGtual cravings
require fuftenance ? This great object is
not to be effeted with the fhreds and
parings rounded off from the circle of 3
diffipated life ; but in order to its adequate
execution, the mother fhould carry it on
with the fame fpirit and perfeverance at
home, which the father thinks it neceflary
tabe exerting abroad in his public duty
or profeffional engagements.

The ufual vindication (and in theory
it has a plaufible found) which has been
offered for the large portion of time fpent ,
by women in acquiring ornamental talents
15, that they are calculated to make the
poffeflor love home, and that they in-
nocently fill up the hours of leifure. The
plea has indeed fo promifing an appear-
ance, that it is worth inquiring whether it
be in fact true. Do we then, on fairly
purfuing the inquiry, difcover that thofe
who have fpent moft time in fuch light
acquifitions, are really remarkable for lov-

ing
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ing home or flaying quietly there? | of
that when there, they.are fedulous in turns
ing time to the beft account ? 1 {peak not
of that rational and refpectable clafs of
womien, who, applying (as: many of them
do) thefe elegant talents to their true pur-
pofe, employ them to fill up the vacancies
of better occupations, and to embellifh the
leifure of a life actively good. - But do
we generally fee that even the moft valu-
able and fober part of the reigning female
acquifitions leads their poffeffor to fcepes
moft favourabletothe enjoyment of them 2
to {cenes which we fhould naturally fip-
pofe (he would feek, in order to the more
effectual cultivation of fuch rational plea-
fures 2 ¥

Would not thofe delightful purfuits,
botany and dmwing, for inftance, feem

Iikely to court the fields, the woods, and

gardens of the paternal feat, as more con-

genial to their nature, and more appro-
priate to their excrcife, than barren water-
ing places, deftitute of 2 tree, or an herb,

or
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or a flower, and not affording an hour’s
interval from fucceffive pleafures, to profit
by the fcene even if it abounded with the
whole vegetable world, from the ¢ Cedar
of Lebanon to the Hyffop on the wall.”

From the mention of watering places,

may the author be allowed to fuggeft a

few remarks on the “evils “which have
arifen from the general confpiracy of the
gay toufurp the regions of the fick ; and
from their converting the health-reftoring
fountains, meant as'a refuge for difeafe,
into the reforts of vanity for thofe who
have no difeafe but idlenefs ?

This inability of ftaying at home, as it
is one ‘of the moft infallible, {o it is one of
the moft dangerous fymptoms of the
reigning -mania. It would be more
tolerable, did this epidemic malady only
break out, asformerly, during the winter,
or fome one feafon. * Heretofore, the
tenantry and the poor, the natural de-
pendents on the rural manfions of the
opulent, had fome definite period to which

YOL. IL L they
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they might joyfully look forward for the
approach of thofe patrons, part of whofe
bufinefs in life it is to influence by their
prefence, to inftruct by their example, to
{footh by their kindnefs, and to affift by
their liberality, thofe whom Providence,
in the diftribution of human lots, has
placed under their more immediate pro-
tection. Fhough it would be far from
truth to affert that diffipated people are
never charitable, yet I will venture to fay,
that diffipation is inconfiftent with the
Jpirit of charity. That affe@ing precept
followed by fo gracious apromife, “ Never
“ turn away thy face from any poor man,
“and then the face of the Lord fhall
“mnever be turned away from thee,”
cannot literally mean that we fhould giveto
all, as thenwe fhouldfoon have nothing left
togive : but it feems to intimate the habi.
tual attention, the duty ofinquiring out all
cafes of diftres, in order to judge which
are fit to be relieved ; now for this inquiry,
for
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for this attention, the diffipated have little
tafte and lef& leifure.

Let a reafonable conjeGure (for calcu-
lation would fail |) be made of how large
a diminution of the general good has been
effected in this fingle refpe®, by caufes,
which, though they do not feem impor-
tant in themfelves, yet make no inconfider-
able part of the mifchief arifing from
modern manners: and I fpeak now to
perfons who intend to be charitable. 'What
a deduéion will be made from the aggre-
gate of charity, by a circumftance appa-
rently trifling, when we confider what
would be the beneficial effe@ts of that
regular bounty which muft almoft un-
avoidably refult from the evening walks
of a great and benevolent family among
the cottages of their own domain : the
thoufand little acts of, comparatively, un-
expenfive kindnefs which the fght of
petty wants and difficulties would excite ;
wants, which will fcarcely be felt in the

L& relation 3
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relation; and which  will probably be
neither feen, nor felt, nor fairly repre-
fented, in their long abfences, by an
agent. « And what is even almoft more
than the good done, is the habit of mind
kept up in thofe who do it.  Would not
this habit, exercifed on the Chriftian prin-
ciple, that « even'a cup of cold water,”
given upon right motive

es, fhall not lofe
its reward’; while the giving “ all their
“ goods. to feed the poor,” without the
true principle of charity, fhall profit them
nothing ; would not this habit, I fay, be
almoft the beft part of the education of
daughters * ?

But

* It would be a pleafant fammer amufement for
our young ladies of fortur

f they were to prefide
at fuch fpinning feaftsas are inftituted at Nuneham
for the promotion of virtue and induftry in their own
fex. Pl tfaries of this kind would
ferve to combine in the minds of the poor two
ideas which ought never to be {eparated, but which
#hey are not. very forward to unite,—that the great
with to make them Zappy as well as good.  Occa-
fional

furable

e L e
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But tranfplant this wealthy and boun-
tiful family periodically to the frivolous
and uninterefting buftle of the watering
place; there it is not denied that fre-
quent public and fafhionable aéts of
charity may make a part, (and it is well
they do) of the bufinefs and amufement
of the day ; with this latter, indeed, they
are fometimes good-naturedly mixed up.
But how fhall we compare the regular
fyftematical good thefe perfons would be
doing at their own home, with the light,
and amufing, and buftling bounties of
the public place? The illegal raffle at
the toy-fhop, may relieve, it is true, fome
diftrefs, but this diftrefs though it ma
be real, and though if real, it ought to be
relieved, is far lefs eafily afcertained than

fional approximations of the rich and poor, for the
purpofes of relief and inftruction, and annual meet-
ings for the purpofe of innocent pleafure, would do

much tow wearing away difconterit, and con-
tribute to reconcile the lower clafs to that flate in
which it has pleafed God to place them.

L3 the
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the wants of thepoor round a perfon’s own
door, of the debts of a diftrefied tenant.
How fhall we compare the broad ftream
of bounty which thould be flowing through
and refre(hing whole diftricts, with the pe-
nurious current of the fubfcription break-
faft for the needy mufician, in which the
price of the gift is taken out in the diver-
fion, and in which pleafure dignifies itfelf
with the name of bounty ? How fhall we
compare the attention, and time, and zeal
which would otherwife, perhaps, be de-
voted to the village {chool, {pent in
hawking about benefit tickets for a broken
player, while the kindnefs of the benefac-
trefs, perhaps, is rewarded by fcenes in
which her charity is not always repaid by
the purity of the exhibition ?

Far be it from the author to with to
check the full tide of charity wherever it
is difpofed to flow ! Would fhe could
multiply the already abundant ftreams, and
behold every fource purified ! But iri the
public reforts there are many who are
able
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able and willing to give. In the fequel-
tered, though populous village, there is,
perhaps only one affluent family : the dif-
trefs which they do not eke/d, will proba-
Dly not be attended to: the diftrefs which
they do not relieve will probably not be
relieved atall: the wrongs which they do
not redrefs will go unredrefled : the op-
prefled whom #Z¢y do not refeue will fink
under the tyranny of the oppreflor.
Through their own rural domains too,
charity .runs in a clearer current, and is
under lefs fufpicion of being polluted by
that muddy tinGure which it is fometimes
apt to contratt in paffing through the
impure foil of the world.

But toreturn from this too long digre(-
fion : the old ftanding objection formerly
brought forward by the prejudices of the
other fex, and too eagerly laid hold on as
a fhelter for indolence and ignorance by
ours, was, that intelleGual accomplifh-
ments too much abforbed the thoughts
and affe&ions, took women off from the ne-

Tia ceffary
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ceflary attention to domeftic duties, and
fuperinduced a contempt or neglect of
whatever was ufeful.—But it is peculiarly
the charater of the prefent day to detect
abfurdopinions, and expofé plaufible theo-
ries by the fimple and decifive anfwer of
experiment; and it is prefumed  that this
popular error, as well as others, is dai
ceiving the refutation of

>Xperience.
For it cannot furely be ‘maintained on
ground that is any longer tenable, that
acquirements truly

ional are calculated
to draw off the mind from real duties

‘Whatever removes prejudices, whatever
1ti

Jjudgment, whatever corr

walates induftry, whatever rectifies the

felf-conceit,
whatever purifies the tafte, and ' raife

u;uh](]’n", will be likely to'con-
tribute to moral excellence: to woman
excellence is the grand object of

education 5 and  of moral excellence, do-

meftic life is to woman' the proper
{phere.

Count
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Count over the lift of females who have
made fhipwreck of their fame and virtue,
and have furnithed the moft lamentable
examples of the dereliction of family du-
ties; and the number will not be found
confiderable who have been led aftray by
thepurfuit of knowledge. Andif a few de-
plorable inftancesof thiskind be produced,
it will commonly be found that there was
little infufion into the minds of fuch wo-
men of that correcting principle without
which all other knowledge only « puffeth
iup:

The time nightly expended in late fe-
male vigils is expended by the light of far
other lamps than thofe which are fed by
the ftudent’s oil ; and if families are to be
foundwho are negleéted through too much
ftudy in the miftrefs, it will probably be
proved to be Hoyle,and not Homer, who
has robbed her children of her time and
affetions. For one family which has been
negleGted by the mother’s paffion for
books, an hundred Im\r been deferted
through her paffion for The huf-

band
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band of a fathionable woman will not of-
ten find that the library is the apartment
the expences of which involye him in debt
or difgrace. And for one literary flattern,
whonow manifefts her indifference to her
hufband by the negle& of her perfon,
there are fcores of clegant {pendthrifts who
ruin theirs by excefs of decoration,
May I digrefs a little while Iremark,
that Tam far from aflerting that literature
has never filled women with vanity and

felf-conceit ; the contrary is too obvious:
but I will affert, that in general thofe
whom books are fuppofed to have {poiled,
would have been fpoiled in another way
without them,  She who isa vain pedant
becaufe fhe has read much, has probably
that defect in her mind which would
have made her a vain fool if the had
read nothing. It is not her having
more knowledge, but lefs fenfe, which
makes her infufferable; and ignorance
would have added little to her value, for
it is not what fhe has, but what fhe

wants,




MODERN HABITS OF LIFE. 155

wants, which makes her unpleafant.
Thefe inftances too furnifhonly a frefh
argument for the general cultivation of
the female mind. The wider diffufion
of found knowledge, would remove that
temptation to be vain which may be ex-
cited by its rarity.

But while we would affert that a woman
of a cultivated intellectisnot driven by the
fame neceflity as others into the giddy
whirl of public refort; who but regrets that
real cultivation does not inevitably preferve
her from it? No wonder that inanity of
chara&er, that vacuity of mind, that tor-
pid ignorance, fhould plunge into diffipa-
tion as theirnatural refuge; fhould feek to
bury their infignificance in the crowd of
preffing multitudes, and hope to efcape
analyfisand detection in the undiftinguifh-
cd maffes of mixed affemblies! There at-
trition rubs all bodies fmooth, and makes
all furfaces alike; thither fuperficial and
external accomplithments naturally fly as
to their proper fcene of a&ion asto a field

where
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where competition in fuch trifles is in per-
petual exercife ; where the laurels of ad-
miration are to be won, where the trophies
of vanity may be carried off triumphantly.

It would indeed be matter of ittle com-

Pparative regret, if this corr upt air were
breathed only by thofe whofe natural ele-
ment it feems to be ; but who can for-

bear lamenting that the power of fathion

attracts into this impure and unw hole-
fome atmofphere, minds alfo of 2 better
make, of higher aims and ends of more
ethereal temper ? that it attraéts even
thofe who, renouncing  enjoyments  for
which they have a genuine tafte, . ap
which would make them really happy,
neglect fociety they love and purfuits they
admire, in order that they may feem happy

and Ze fafhionable in the chace of leafures

they defpife, and in company they dif-
approve ! But no corre@nefs of tafte, no
depth of knowledge, will infallibly preferve
a4 woman from this contagion, unlefs her
heart be imprefled with 2 deep Chriftian
con-
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conviction that fhe is refponfible for the
application of knowledge as well as for the
dedication of time.

This contagion is fo deep, fo wide, and
fatal, that if I were called upon to affign
the predominant caufe of the greater part
of the misfortunes and corruptions of the
great and gay in our days, I fhould not
look for it principally in any obvioufly
great or flriking circumftance 5 not in the
pra&iceof notoriousvices, not originally in
the dereliction of Chriftian principle ; but
I fhould without hefitation afcribe it
to a growing, regular, fyftematic feries of
amufements ; to an inceflant, boundlefs,
and not very difreputable prsstpaTTON.
Other corruptions,though moreformidable
in appearance, are yet lefs fatal
refpeéts, becaufe they leave us intervals to
reflect on their turpitude, and fpirit to
lament their excefles ; but diffipation is
the more hopelefs, as by engroffing al moft

in fome

the entire life, and enervating the whole
moral and intelleCtual fyftem, it leaves
ngither




i
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neither time for refleCtion, nor fpace for
felf-examination, nor temper for the che-
rithing of right affe&ions, nor leifure for
the operation of found principles, nor in-
terval for: regret, nor vigour to refift
temptation, nor energy to ftruggle for
amendment.

The great mafter of the fcience of plea-
fure among the ancients, who reduced it
into a {yftem, which he called e chief
&0od of man, direQed that there thould be
interval enough between the fucceffion of
delights to fharpen inclination ; and ac-
cordingly inftituted periodical days of ab-
{tinence ; well knowing that gratification
was beft promoted by previous felf-denial,
But {0 little do our votaries of fafhion
underftand the true nature of pleafure,
that one amufement is allowed to overtake
another without any interval, either for
recollection of the paft or preparation for
the future. Even on their own felfith
principle, therefore, nothing can be worfe
underftood than this continuity ‘of en-
z Jjoyment :
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joyment: for to fuch a degree of
labour is the purfuit carried, that the
pleafures exbauft inftead of exhilarating,
and the recreations require to be refted
from.

For, not to argue the queftion on the
ground of religion, but merely on that of
prefent enjoyment ; look abroad and fee
who are the people that complain of
wearinefs, liftlefinefs, and dejetion. You
will not find them among the clafs of fuch
as are overdone with work, but with plea-
fure. Thenaturaland healthful fatigues of
bufinefs may be recruited by fimple and
cheap gmtiﬁcations; but a {pirit worn
down with the toils of amufement, re-
quires pleafures of poignancy ;. varied,
multiplied, ftimulating !

It has been obferved by medical writers,
that that fober excefs in which many in-
dulge, by eating and drinking a little
too much at every day’s dinner and every
night’s fupper, more effectually under-
mines the health, than thofe more rare

excefles
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exceffes by which others now and then
break in upon- a life of general fobriety.
This iltuftration ‘is not introduced with
a defign- to recommend occafional devia-
tions into grofs vice, by way of a ‘pious

receipt for mending the ‘morals; but

merely to fug,
b

by unrefifted  paflion into irrecularities
Y 4

t that there is a proba-

ty that thofe who are fometimes driven

which fhock their cooler reafon, = are
more liable to' be ‘roufed to a fenfe of

their danger, ‘than perfons whofe pe

p-
tions of evil are blunted through a round
of fyftematical, unceafing, and 'yet not
feandalous diffipation. And when T affirm
that this fyftem of regular indulgence re-
laxes the foul,enflaves the heart, |
the fenfc

thus difqualifies for
thought or ufeful aétion, without having
any thing in it fo gr

ous

as to thock the
and when I hazard anopinion

that this ftate is more formic
lefs alarming, than that wh

1ble, becaufe

ch bears upon

it a more determined cha acter of evil, I

3 no

|
i
1
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no more mean to fpeak of the latter in
flight and palliating terms, than I would
intimate, becaufe the fick fometimes re-
cover from a fever, but feldom from a
pally, that a fever is therefore a fafe or
a healthy ftate.

But there feems to be an error in
the firft concoftion, out of which the
{ubfequent errors fucceflively grow. Firk
then, as has been obferved before, (the
#liowy education of women tends chicfly
to: qualify them for the glare of public
affemblies : fecondly, they feem in many
inftances to be {0 educated, with g view to
the greater probability of their being
{plendidly married : thirdly, it is alleged
invindication of thofe diffipated practices,
that daughters can only be feen, and ad-
mirers procured at balls, operas, and
aflemblies: and that therefore,by anatural
confequence, balls, operas, and affemblies
mufk be followed up without intermiffion
till the objec be effeéted. For the accom-
plithment of this objet it is that all

YoL. 11, M this
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this complicated machinery had been pre-
vioufly fet a-going, and kept in motion
with an aétivity not at all flackened by the
difordered ftate of the fyftem; for fome
machines, inftead of being ftopped, go
fafter becaufe the true fpring is out of or-
der; the only difference being that they
go wrong, and fo the increafed rapidity
adds only to the quantity of error.

It is alfo, as we have already remarked,
an erfor to fancy that the love of pleafure
exhaufts itfelf by indulgence, and that the
very young are chiefly addicted to it.
The contrary.appears to be true. = The
defire often grows with the purfuit in the
fame degree-as motion is quickened by,
the continuance of the gravitating force.

Firft then, it cannot be thought unfair
to trace back the exceffive fondnefs for
amufement to that mode of education
we have elfewhere reprobateéd. Few of
the accomplifhments, falfely fo called,
affift the developement of the faculties :
they do not exercife the judgment, nor
bring
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‘bring into action thofe powers which fit the
heart and mind for the occupations of life 5
they do not prepare women to'love home,
to underftand its occupations, to enliven
its uniformitys to fulfil its duties, to
multiply its comforts : they do riot lead
to that fort of experimental logic, if I may
fo fpeak; compounded of obfervation and
refle@ion, which makes up the moral
fcience of life and manners. Talents
which have difplay for their obje¢t defpife
the narrow ftage of home : they demand
mankind for their fpeftators, and the
world for their theatre.

‘While one cannot help fhrinking a little
from the idea ofa delicate young creature,
lovely in perfon, and engaging in mind and
manners, facrificing nightly at the public
fhrine of Fn(hion, at once the votary and
the victim ; one cannot. help figuring to
onefelf how much more interefting fhe
would appéar in the eyes of a man of
feeling, did he behold her in the more
endearingfituations of domeftic life. And

M2 whe
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who can forbear wifhing, that the good
fenfe, good tafte; and delicacy of the men
bhad rather led them to prefer feeking
companions for life in the almoft facred
quiet of a virtuous home? There they
might have had the means of fecing and
admiring thofe amiable beings in'the beft
point of view : #eré they might have been
enabled to form a jufter eftimate of female
worth, than is likely to be obtained in
fcenes where fuch qualities and talents as
might be expected to add to the ftock of
domeftic comfort muft neceffarily be kept
in the back ground, and where fuch only
can be brought into view as are not par-
ticularly calculated toinfure the certainty
of home delights.

O ! did they keep their perfons frefh and new,
How would they pluck allegiance from men’s hearts,

And win by rarenefs!

But by what unaccountable infatuation
is it that men too, even men of fenfe,
join in the confederacy againft their own
happinefs, by looking for their home com-

4 panions
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fpanions in the reforts of vanity'? Why do
not fuch men rife fuperior to the illufions
of fafthions # why do they not uniformly
feek her who is to prefide in #heir families
in the bofom of her own? in the pratice
of every domeftic duty,in the exercife of
evéry’ amiable virtue, in the exertion of
evety elegant accomplithment ? thofe ac-
complifiments of which we have been
reprobating, not the poffeflion, but'the
application ? tkere they. would find her
exerting them to their true end, to enliven
bufinefs, to animate retirement, to-embel=
1ith the charming feene of family delights,
to heighten the interefting pleafures of
focial intercourfe, and, rifing to their no-
bleft object, to adorn the dodtrine of
God her Saviour.

If, indeed, woman were mere outfide,
form and face only, and if mind made up
no part of her compofition, it would fol-
low that a ball-room was quite as appro=
priate a place for choofing a wife, as an
exhibition room for choofing a picture.

M3 But,
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But, inafmuch as women .are not merg
portraits, their value not being determin-
able by a glance of the eye, -it follows
that a different mode of a; ppreciating their
value, and - a different plage for viewing
them antecedent to their being mdmdu-
ally felected, is defirable. . The two.cafes
differ alfo in this, that if a man fele& a
picture for himfelf from amongall its ex-
hibited competitors, ‘and bring it to his
own houfe, the picture being paflive, he
is able to ' fiv it there: while the wife,
picked up at a public place, and accuf-
tomed to inceffant difplay, will not, it is
pmb1blc, when braught home. flick fo
quictly to the fpot where he fixes her;
but will efcape to the exhibition-room
again, and continue to be difplayed at
every fubfequent exhibition, Juft as if the
were not become private property, and

had never been definitively difpafed of,
1t is the novelty of a thing which afto-
nifhes ws, and not irs abfurdity : objects
may be fo long kept before the eye that
6 -

B
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it begins no longer to obferve them 3 or
may be brought into fuch clofe contatt
with it, that it does not difcern them.
Long habit fo reonciles us to almoft any
thing, that the groffeft impropricties ceafe
to ftrike us when they once make a part
of the common' courfe of action. This,
by the way, is a flrong reafon  for care-
fully fifting every opinion and every
practice before we let them incorporate
into the mafs of our habits, after which
they will be no more examined.—Would
it not be accounted prepofterous for a
young man to fay he had fancied fuch a
Jady would dance a better minuet, becaufe
he had feen her behave devoutly at
Church, and; zherefore had chofen her for
his partner ? and yet he is not thought'at
all abfurd when he intimates that he chofe
a partner for life becaufe he was pleafed
with her at a ball. Surely the place of
choofing and the motive of choice, would
Dbejuft as appropriate in one cafe as in the

M 4 other,
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other; ‘and ‘tlie miftake, if the Judgntent
failed, Aot guite fo fetivus,

There s, among the - more clevated
clafles ‘Of fociety, a cevtain’ fot of perfons
who 4re pledfed exclufively to call them-
felves, and whont others by afort of com-
pelled courtely ate ‘pleafed “to cally 14
Jine world,  This finall detachment ¢on~
fider their fituation with refpect to 'the
reft of ma nd, juft as the ancient Grel
cians did t 5 that s, ds 'the Greciang
thotght there were but two forts of
beifgs; ‘and ‘that all ‘Whe were not Gre-
€ians Were Barbarians ; fo ‘this certain fof
conceives of fociety as refolving itfelf into
two diftinét claffes, the fine tworld and the

peoples to which laft clafs they turn over
all who do not belong to their little 7.
cris, Howeyer high their rink, or fortune,
or merit.  Celebrity, in their eftimation,
1s 16t beftowed by birth or talents, but by
being conneted with zem, They have
laws, immunitics, privilegés, and almoft a
language
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language of their owns they form a kind

* of diftin& caft,and with ‘a fort of efprit di
orps detach themfelves from others, even
in general {ocicty, by an  affeCtation of
diftanceand coldnefs ;- and only whifper
and fmile-in their own little groups 'of
the inifiated 3 their confines are jealoudly
guarded, and their privileges -are, incom-
municable.

In this fociety a young man lofes lds
natural: character, ' which, whatever it
might have been originally; is 'melted
down 'and caft into the oné prevailing
mould of Fathion all the ftrong, native,
difcriminating qualities of his'mind being
made to take one fhape, one ftamp, one
fuperfcription ! However waried and dif-
tinét might have been the materials which
nature threw into the crucible, plaftic
Fafhion takes care that they (hall all be
the fame, -or at leaft appear the fame,
ahen they comeout of the mould. A
young man in fuch an artificial ftate of
fociety;accuftomed tothe voluptuouscafe,

refined
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réfined luxuries, foft accommodations,
obfequious attendanée, and all the unre-»
ftrained - indulgencies of a fathionable
cluby is mot to be expected after mar-
riage to take very-cordially ‘to-a home,
unlefs very extraordinary exerivns are
made to amufe, toattach, and to intereft
him: and he is not likely to fend a very
helping hand to the happinefs of the
union, whofe moft laborious exertions
have hitherto becn little more than. a
felfith ftratagem to reconcile health: with
pleafure.  Excefs : of gratification  has
only ferved to make him irritable and ex-
acting; it will of courfe be no part of
his project to make facrifices, he will ex-~
pect to receive them: and what would
appear incredible to the Pa/adiss of gallant
times, and the Chevaliers Prenx of more
heroic days, evenin the neceflary
of eftablithing himfelf for life, be fome-
times is more difpafed to expect attentions
than to make advances.

bus
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Thus the indolent {on of fathion, with
a thoufand fine, but dormant gualities,
which a bad tone of manners forbids him
to bring into exercife; with real energies
which that tone: does not allow him to
difcover, and an unréal apathy which it
commands - him to feign;- with the heart
of an hero, perhaps, if called into the
field, affects at home the.manners of a
Sybarite; and he who, with a Roman,
or what is more, with a Britith valour,
would leap into the gulph at the call of
public duty,

Yet in the foft and piping time of peace,

when  fathion has refomed her rights,
would murmur if a rofe leaf lay double
under him.

The clubs abave alluded to, as has
been faid, generate and cherifh luxurious
habits, from their perfect cafe, undrefs,
liberty, and inattentions to the diftin
tions of rank: they promote a love of

Ivl;\yy
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play, and in fhort, every temper and
1pirit which tends to undoefticate; and
what 4dds to the mifchief ‘is, all this is
attained at 2 'cheap rate compared with
what may be procured at home in the
fame ftyle,

Thefe indulgencies, and this habit of
mind, imply fo much gratification of the
paffions, that a woman ‘can never hope
fuccefsfully'to countera® the evil by fup-
Plying at home gratifications in a fupe-
tior degree, which are of ‘the {ime kind.
If fhe fhould attempt this, in a little
time fhe will find that thofe
whic

aflions, to
fhe has trufted” for making plea-
fint the marred life of dhor hufband,
will erave the fiill hi leafiires of the
club; and while the are purfued, the
will be configned over to fo
at home, or
pati

litary evenings
n back to the old diffi-

ms,

Toconquer the paffion for club gratifi-
cations, 4 woman muftnot firive to feed
it
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it with fufficient aliment in the fame kind
in her fociety, either at home or abroad;
fhe muft fupplant and overcome it by
a paffion of a different nature, which
Providence has kindly planted within us,
1 mean by infpiring him with the love of
fire-fide enjoyments. But to qualify
herfelf for adminiftering thefe, the muft
cultivate her underftanding and her heart,
and her temper, acquiring at the fame
time that modicum of accomplifhments
fuited to his tafte, which may qualify
her for poffefing, both for him and for
herfelf, greater varieties of fafe recreation,
One great caufe of the want of attach-
ment in thefe modifh .couples is, that by
living in the world at large, they are not
driven to depend on each other as the
chief fource of comfort. Now it is pretty
clear, in {pite of modern theories, that the
wery frame and being of focieties, whether
great or {mall, public or private, is jointed
and glued together by dependence. Thofe
attachments which arife from, and are
com-
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compatted by, a fenfe of mutual wants;
mutual affe&ion, mutual benefit, and mu+
tual obligation; are the cement which
fecure the union of the family as well as
of the ftate.

Unfortunately, wheh two young perfons
ofthe above defeription marry, the union
is fometimes confidered rather as the end
than the beginning ofan engagement : the
attachment of each to the other is rather
viewed as an object already  completed;
than as one which marriage is to confirm
more clofely. © But the companion for life
is not always chofen from the pureft mo=
tive; fhe is fele@ed, pethaps, becaufe fhe
is admired by other men, rather than be-
caufe fhe pofie

OX DISSIPATION, AND THE

s in an eminent degreé
thofe peculiar qualities which are likely to
conftitute the individual happinefs of the
man who choofes her, V-
place of affeétion; and ir

ity ufurps the
olence fwallows
up the judgment. Not happinefs, but
{ome eafy fubflitute f
¢ 1

or happinefs, is pur=
fued; and a choice wh

h may excite envy,
rather

i

bl

2k

i

o
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rather than produce fatisfaction, is adopted

as the'means of effeting its
The pair, not matched bur joined, fet
out feparately with their independent and
individual purfuits; whether it made a
part of their original plan or not, that they
(hould be indifpenfably neceflary to each
other’s comfort, the fenfe of this neceffity,
probably not ‘very ftrong at firft, rather
diminifhes than increafes by time; they
live fo much in the world, and fo little
together, that to ftand well with their own
fet continues the favourite project of each;
while to ftand well with each other is con-
fidered as an under-part of the plot in the
drama of life. Whereas, did they ftart in
the conjugal race with the fixed idea that
they were to look to each other for their
chief worldly happinefs, not only prin-
ciple, but prudence, and even felfithnef(s,
would convince' them of the neceffity of
feduloutly cultivating each other’s efteem
and affection as the grand means of pro-
moting that happinefs. But vanity, and
the
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the defire of flattery and applaufe, fhlf
continue to operate. Even after the hufe
band is brought to feel a perfect indiffer-
ence for his wife, he fill likes to fee hor
decorated in a ftyle which m

ferve to
his choice. He encourages her
to fet off her perfon, not fo much for
his own gr tion, as that his felf-love
be flattered, by her continuing to

t the ulmu(mon of tl.o{o whofe opx-

he me:

nion is the ftandard by whicl

res
ame, and which fame is to ftand him
in'the ftead of happinefs, - Thus is fhe
neceffarily expofed to the two-fold tempt~
ation of being at once neglected by her
hufband, and exhibited’ as an objed of
attraftion to other n

If fhe efcape

this complic ”uf d s the will be in-

ation not to his

own princip]
o fome of thefe modifh ma

inftead of the decorons neatnefs, hup ea-

tintercourfe, and the mutual warmth of
eommunication of the opce focial dinners

the
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the late and uninterefting meal is; com=
monly hurried over by thelanguid and
flovenly pair, that the one may have time
to drefs for his club, and the other for
her party. And in thefe cold abftracted
2étes-d-tétes, they often take as little pains
to entertain each other, asif the one was
precifely the only human being in the
worldin whofe eyes the ofher did not feel
it neceflary to appear agreeable.

But if thefe young and perhaps really
amiable perfons could ftruggle againft the
imperious tyranny of fathion, and contrive
to pafs a little time together, {o as to get
acquainted with each other; and if each
would live in the lively and confcientious
exercife of thofe talents and attrattions
which they {fometimes know how to pro-
duce on oceafions not guite {o juftifiable;
they would, I am perfuaded; often find out
each other to be yery agrecable people.
And bothiof them, delighted and delight-
ing, receiving and beftowing happinefs,
svould no longer be driven to the neceflity

ANOL T, N of
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of perpetially flying from home as froris
the only feene: which. offers no poffible
materials for pleafure.

It ‘may feem~a contradiction tohave
afferted that beings of  all ages, tempers,
and talents, thould with fuch unremitting
induftry follow up any way of life if they
did not find fome enjoyment in ity yet I
appeal to’the bofoms of thefe-inceflant
hunters in.the.chace of pleaft

re, whether
they are really happy.. Neo.—In the full
tide and torrent of diverfion; in the full
blaze of gaicty,

The heart diftrufting afks if this be joy?

But there is ananxious reftlefinefs excited
by the put{uit, which, if not intercfting, is
buftling. Thereis the dread and partly the
ifcredit of being fufpeéted of having one
hour unmortgaged, not only to fucceffive,
but contending engagements ; this it is,;

and not the pleafure of the engagement
itfelf, which is the object. Thereis an
agitation in the arrangements which im-

e poles
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pofcs itfelf on the vacant heart for happi-
nefs. There is a tumult kept up in the
fpirits which is a bufy though treacherous
fubftitute for comfort. The multiplicity
of folicitations fooths vanity. The very
regret that they cannot be all accepted has
its charms ; for dignity is flattered becaufe
refufal implies importance, and pre-en-
gagement intimates celebrity. Then there
is the joy of being invited when others are
neglected ; the triumph of fhowing one’s
lefs modith friend that one is going where
fhe cannot come; and the feigned regret
at being oliged to go, affumed before her
who is half wild at being obliged to ftay
away. Thefe are fome of the fupplemen-
tal fhifts for happinefs with which vanity
contrives to feed her hungry followers;
too eager to be nice.

In thefucceffion of openhoufes,in which,
Pleafure is to be ftarted and purfued on
any given night, the actual place is never
taken into the account of enjoyment: the
fcene of which is always fuppofed te licin

N2 any
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any place where her votaries happen not
to be. Pleafure has no prefent tenfe:
but in the houfe which her purfuers have

juit quitted, and ‘in the houfe fo which

they ‘are juft haftening,  a Ttranger
might conclude the {lippery goddefs had
really fixed her throne, and that her wor-
fhippers confidered the exifting fcene,
which they feemed compelled tofuffer, but
from which they were cager to efcape, as
really detaining them fromfome pofitivejoy
towhich they were flyingin the next crowd ;
till, if he met them there, he would find
the eomponent parts of each precifely the
fame. "He would hear the fame flated
phrafes int - 1pted, not anfwered, by the
fame ftated replies; the unfinifhed fentence
““driven adverfe to the winds” by preffing
thultitudes; the fame warm regret mu-
tually exchanged by two friends (who had
been exprefsly denied to each other all the
winter) that “they had not met before ;
the fame foft and finiling forrow at being
torn
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torn away from each other now; thefame
anxiety to renew the meeting, with perhaps
the fame fecret refolution toavoid it. He
would hear defcribed with 'the fame pa-
thetic earneftnefs the difficultics of getting
into this houfe, and the dangers of getting
out ‘of the laft! the perilous retreat of
former nights, effected amidft the thock of
chariots and the clang of *contending
coachmen ! 4 retreat indeed effected with
a {kill and peril little inferior to that of
the ren thoufand, and detailed with far
jufter triumph s ‘for that which happened
only once‘in alife to the Grecian Hero
occurs to ' thefe Britifh heroines every
night. There is one point of refemblance,
indeed, between them in which the com-
parifon fails; for the Commander, with &
mawvaife honte at which a true female
weteran would blufh, is remarkable for
never naming himfelf.
With, “myfterious teverence’’ Tforbear
to defcant on-thofe feriousand interefting
N3 rites,
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rites, for the more auguft and folemn
celebration of which Fafhion nightly con-
venes thefe {plendid myriads to her more
fumptuous temples. - Rites! which, when
engaged in with due devotion, abforb the
whole foul, and call every paflion into
exercife, except indeed thofe of love, and
peace, and kindnefs, and gentlenefs. ~ In-
fpiring rites! which ftimulate fear, roufe
hope, kindle zeal, quicken dulnefs, tharpen
difcernment, exercife memory, inflame cu-
riofity ! Rites! in fhort, in the due per-
formance of which ali the energies and
attentions, all the powers and abilities,
all the abfiraction and exertion, all the
diligence and devotednefs, all the facrifice
of time, all the contempt of eafe, all the
neglect of fleep, all the oblivion of care, all
the rifks of fortune (half of which if
directed to their trucobjects would change
the very face of the world): all thefe are
concentrated to one point; a point, in
which the wife and the weak; the learned
and the ignorant, the fair and the fright-

ful,
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ful, the {prightly and the dull, the rich and
the poor, the Patrician and Plebeian, meet
in one common and uniform equality ; an
equality as religioufly refpected in'thefe
folemnities, in which all diftin&tions are
levelled at a blow, and of which the very
fpirit is therefore democratical, as it is
combated in all other inftances,

Behold four Kings in majefty rever’d,

With hoary whifkers and a forked beard ;

And four fair Queens, whofe hands fuftain a flow’r,
Th’ expreflive emblem of their fofter pow’r ;
Four Knaves in garbs fuccind, a trufty band,
Caps on their heads, and halberts in their hand 3
And party-coloured troops, a fhining train,
Drawn forth to combat on the velvet plain®.

# Rape of the Lock.

N4




[ e84 3

CHAP, XV,

Ou public amufements.

I: is not propofed to enter the long

contefted field of controverfy as to the

individual amufements which may be con-

fidered as fafe and lawful for thofe women

of the higher clafs who make a ftrict pro-

fefionof Chriftianity. The judgment they
will ‘be likelyto form for themfelves on
this fubject, and the plan they will con-
fequently adopt; will depend muchon the
clearnefs o obfgurity of their religious
views, and on the greatef or lefs progrefs
they have made in their Chriftian courfe.
It is in their choice of amufements that
Yyou get in fome meafure to know the real
difpofitionss of mankind. Tn their bufinefs,
in the leading employments of life, their
path is in a good degree chalked out
for
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for them : theré is in this réfpedt a fort of
generdl character wherein the greater part,
more or lefs; ‘muft coincide;  But in their
Ppleafures the choice is voluntaty, the tafte
is felf-diretted, the propenfity is inde-
pendent’ and of courfe the habitual ftate,
the genuine bent and Bias of the tem=
per; are moft likely to be feen in thofe
purfuits which every man is at liberty to
choofe for himfelf.

When a truly religious principle fhall
have acquired “fuch a degree of force
as to produce that confcientious and
habitual improvement ‘of time before res
commended, it will difcover itfelf by an
increafing indifference and even deadnefs
to thofe pleafures which ‘dre interefting
to the world at large. "'A woman' under
the ' predominating influence of fuch a
principle, will begin to-difcover that the
fame thing which in itfelf is innocent may
yet be comparativelfj wrong.” She will
begin to feel that there are many amufe-
thents and employments which; ‘though

they
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they have nothing cenfureable in them-
felves, yet,if they be allowed tointtench on
hours which ought to be.dedicated to fill
better, purpofes;' or if they are protracted
to: an ‘undue length' -or -above ally?if
by foftening and relaxing her: mind and
diffipating her fpirits, they fo indifpofe lier
for better purfuits as to render fubféquent
duties a burden, become! in.that:cafe
clearly wrong for her, -whatever theymay
be for others. Now as: temptationstiof
this fort are the peculiar dangers of better
kind of charaéters; the facrifice of”fuch

little gratifications  as-may 4ave no great

harm in then, come in among the.dady
calls to felf-denial in a Chriftian. T

he fine arts, for inftance, polite litera-
ture, clegant fociety, thefe are. among
the lawful, and liberal, and becoming
recreations of higher life; yet if even
thefe be  cultivated to the negle& or
exclufion of feverer duties; if they in-
terfere with ferious ftudies, or difqualify the
mind for religious exercifes, it is an intima-
tion
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tion that'they have been too much in-
dulged; and, under fuch circumftances,
dt might be the part of Chriftian circug-
fpedtion to inquire if the time devoted
to them ought not to be abridged. Above
all, a tender confcience will never Jofe
fight of ene fafe ruleofdct_:rm'ming in alt
doubtful cafes: if the point be {o nice
that though we hope upon the whole
there 7ay be no harm in engaging in
‘it, we may at leaft be always quite furc
that there caz be po harm in letting it
alone. The adoption of this fimple rule
would put a period to much unprofitable
eafuiftry.

The principle of being refponfible for
the ufe of time once fixed in the mind,
the confeientious Chriftian will be making
a continual progrefs in the great aft of
turning time to account, In the firft flages
of her religion fhe will have abftained from
pleafures which began a Jirtke to wound
the confcience, or which affumed a quef-
tiopable fhape ; but fhe will probgbly have

abftained
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dabftained with'segret, and with o fecret
wifh-that confélence conkd have pefinitted
Hréto keep Well with pleafure and #eligion
¥oo. “But you thay difcern in Fer’ fub-
fequent courfethat-fhe has reached & more
advanced' ftage, "By~ her Beglnning to
Hegle@t even fuch” pleafuresof etploy-
mehts as' have' ino "moral” tutpitdde “in
theny, but “are’ mierely ‘what!‘ate’ called
innocent. 'This relinquifhmient arifes; not
fo-much from her feeling “ftill more’ the
reftraints of religion, ‘as from' the *im-
provement in her teligious tafte.* Pleaftirés
cannot now attach her merely from their
being innocent, unlefs they are interefting
alfo, and to be interefting ‘they muft
be confonant to her fuperinduced ‘views.
She is not contented to fpend’ a~large
portion of her timé harmlefsly, it muft be
fpent profitably -alfo. * Nay, if (h¢ be
indeed carneftly '« prefing towards’ the
“‘mark,” it will ot be even‘énough for
her that “her' prefent ‘purfuit be - good
if fhe be convinced that it might be ftilt
better.
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better, Her contempt of ordinary en-
joyments will increafe in a dire¢t propor-
tion to her increafed relith for thofe plea-
fures which religion enjoins and beftows,
So that at length if it were poffible to
fuppofe: that an angel could come down
to take off as it were the interdi&, and to
invite her to: refume all the pleafures the
had renounced, and to réfume them with
complete impunity, fhe would reject the
invitation, becaufe fhe would defpife, from
an improvement in her {piritual tafte,
thofe delights from which fhe had at firk
abftained through fear.. Till her will and
affe€tions come heartily to be engaged in
the fervice of God, the progrefs will not
be comfortable ; but when once they are
fo engaged, the attachment to this fer-
vice will be cordial, and her heart will
not defire to go back and toil again
in the drudgery of the world. For
her religion has’not fo much given her
a new creed, as a new heart, and a new
life.

As
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As her views are become new, o het
tempers, difpofitions, taftes, a&tions, pur-
fuits, choice of company, choice of amufe-
ments, are new alfo ; her employment of
time is changed ; her futn of converfition
is altered ; “ old things are paffed away,
¢4l things are become new.” In diffi-
pated and worldly fociety, the will feldom
fail to feel a {ort of uneafinefs, which will
produce one of thefe two effects; fhe
will cither, as proper f{ealons prefent
themfelves, ftruggle hard to introduce
fuch fubjeéts as imay be ufeful to others;
of, fuppofing that fhe finds herfelf unable
to effett this, fhe will, as far as fhe pru-

dently can, abfent herfelf from all un-
profitable kind of fociety. Indeed her
manner of conduting herfelf under thefe
circumftances may ferve to furnifh her
with a teft of her own fincerity. For
while people are contending for a little
more of this anufement, and pleading for '
a liftle extenfion of that gratification, and
fighting in order that they may hedge in
a little
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a little moré territory to their pleature
ground, they are exhibitinga kind of evi-
dence againft themfelves, that they are not
yet  renewed in thepirit of their mind.”
It has been warmly urged as an objec-
tion to certain religious books, and par-
ticulaily againft a recent work of high
worth and celebrity, by a diftinguithed
layman®, that they have fet the ftandard
of felf-denial higher than reafon or even
than Chiftianity requires.. Thefe works
do indeed clevate the general tone.of reli-
gion to a higher pitch than is quite con-
venient to thofe who are at infinite pains
to conftruct a, comfortable and compre-
henfive plan, which fhall unite the quef-
tionable pleafures of this world with the
promifed happinefs of the next. I fay it
has been fometimes objetted, even by
thofe readers who on the whole greatly
admire the particular work alluded to,
that it is unreafonably flxi& in the precep-
tive and prohibitory parts ; and efpecially

* Pratical View, &e. by Mr. Wilberforce.

that,
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that it individually and fpecifically forbids
certain fafhionable amuféments, with &
feverity not to beforind in'the feriptures ;
and is fcrupuloufly rigid {in”condemning
diverfions againft' which #othing is faid in
the New Teftament : each objector, how-
ever, 15 0 far reafonable, as only to beg
quarter for her'owa favorit¢ diverfion, and
generoufly abandons the defence of thofe
1f-which fhe herfelf has no pleafure;

But thelé objecors doinot ' féem to
underftand the trie genivsof Chriftianity,
They do ot confider that’itis the characy
terof the' Gofpel to exhibit a fcheme of
principles, -of which it is the tenderncy to
mfufe fuch a fpirit of holinefs as muft
be ‘utterly incompatible, 'n6t only with
cuftoms decidedly vicious, bat with the
very {pirit of wotldly pleafure. They do
not confider that Chriftianity is neither a
table of ethics, nor a {yftem of opinions,
nor a_bundle of rods to punifh, nor an
exhibition of rewards to allure, nor a
fcheme of reftraints, nor merely a code of

9 laws ;
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faws ; but it is a new principle infufed
into the heart by the word and the fpirit
of God, out of which principle will inevi-
tably grow right opinions, renewed affec-
tions, corret morals, and holy habits,
with an invariable defire of pleafing God,
and a conftant fear of offending him. A
real Chriftian, whofe heart 1s once tho-
roughly imbued with this principle, can no
more return to the amufements of the
world, than a philofopher can be refrethed
with the diverfions of the vulgar, ora
man be amufed with the recreations of a
child. The New Teftament is not 2 mere
flatute-book : it is not a table where
every offence is detailed, and its corre-
fponding penalty annexed: it is not fo
much a compilation, asa fpirit of laws: it
«does not fo much prohibit every individual
wrong practice, as fuggeft a temper and
general principle with which every wrong
practice is incompatible. It did not, for
inftance, fo much attack the then reigning
and corrupt fafhions, which were probably,

YOL. 1L ° like
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like the fafhions of other countries, tens=
porary and local ; but it ftruck at that
worldlinefs, which is the root and ftock
from which all corrupt fafhions proceed.
The prophet Ifaiah, who addreffed him-
felf more particularly to the Ifraelitifh
women, inveighed not only againft vanity,
luxury, and immodefty, in general; but
with great propriety blamed even thofe
precife inftances of each, to which the
women of rank in the particular coun-
try he was addrefling were efpecially ad-
di¢ted ; nay, he enters into the minute
detail * of their very perfonal decorations,
and brings fpecific charges againft their
levity and extravagance of appatel ; mean-
ing, however, chiefly to cenfure the turn
of character which thefe indicated. But the
Gofpel of Chrift, which was to be addreflfed
to all ages, ftations, and countries, feldom
contains any fuch detailed animadverfions;
for though many of the cenfurable modes
which the prophet fo feverely reprobated,
* Ifaiab, chap. iii.
cone
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continued probably to be ftill prevalent
in Jerufalem in the days-of our Saviour,
yet how little would it have fuited the
univerfality of his miffion, to have con-
fined his preaching to fuch local, limited,
and flu&tuating cuftoms ! not but that
there are many texts which acually do
define the Chriftian condué as well as
temper, with fufficient particularity to
ferve as a condemnation of many prac-
tices which are pleaded for, and often
to point pretty direétly at them.

Had Peter, on that memorable day
when he added three thoufand converts
to the Church by a fingle fermon, nar-
rowed his fubject to a remonftrance againft
this diverfion, or that public place, or the
other vain amufement, it might indeed
have fuited the cafe of fome of the female
Jewith converts who were prefent ; but
fuch reftrictions as might have been appro-
priate to them, would probably not have
applied to the cafes of the Parthians and
Medes, of which his audience was partly

02 com-
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compofed ; or fuch as might have belonged
to them would have been- totally inappli-
cablé to the Cretes and Arabians; or again,
thofe which fuited thefe would not have
applied to the Elamites and Mefopota-
mians. By fuch partial and circumfcribed
addreffes, his multifarious audience, com-
pofed of all nations and countries, would
not have been, as we are told they were,
« pricked to the heart.” But when he
preached on the broad ground of general
« repentance and remiffion of fins in the
¢ name of Jefus Chrift,” it was no won-
der that they all cried out “ What fhall
« we do ?”” Thefe colleted foreigners, at
their return home, muft have found very
different ufages to be corrected in their dif-
ferent countries; of courfe a detailed re«
firiction of the popular abufes at Jerufalem,
would have been of little ufe to ftrangers
returning to their refpective nations. The
ardent Apoftle, therefore, acted more con-
fiftently in communicating to them the
large and comprehenfive fpirit of the
Gofpel,
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Gofpel, which fhould at once involve all
their fcattered and feparate duties, as well
as reprove all their fcattered and feparate
corruptions ; for the whole always includes
a part, and the greater involves the lefs.
Chrift and his difciples, inftead of limiting
their condemnation tothe peculiar vanities
reprehended by Ifaiah, embraced the very
foul and principle of them all, in fuch ex-
hortations as the following : ¢ Be ye not
« conformed to the world :’—¢ If any
¢ man love the world, the loye of the
¢ Father is not in him :”— The fathion
# ofthis world paffeth away.” Our Lord and
his Apoftles, whofe future unlimited audi-
ence was to be made up out of the whole
world, attacked the evil Jeart, out of
which all thofe incidental, local, and po-
pular corruptions proceeded.

In the time of Chrift and his immiediate
followers, the luxury and intemperance of
the Romans had arifen to a pitch before
unknown in the world ; but as the fame
Gofpel which its Divine Author and his

03 difciples




198 ON PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS,

difciples were then preaching to the hun-
gry and neceflitous, was afterwards to be
preached to high and low, not excepting
the Roman Emperors themfelves 3 the
large precept, “ Whether ye eat or drink,
€ or whatever you do, do all to the glory
¢ of God,” was likely to be of more ge-
neral ufe, than any feparate exhortation
to temperance, to thankfulnefs, to mode-
ration as to quantity or expence; which
laft indeed muft always be left in fome
degree to the judgment and circumftances
of the individual.

When the Apoftle of the Gentiles
vifited the * Saints of Cafar’s houfehold,™
he could hardly fail to have heard, nor
could he have heard without abhorrence,
of fome of the fathionable amufements in
the court of Nero. He muft have re-
flected with peculiar indignation on many
things which were practifed in the Circen-
fian games : yet, inftead of pruning this
corrupt tree, and fingling out even the
inhuman gladiatorial fports for the ob-

§ Je&k
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jec of his condemnation, he laid his axe
ta the root of all fin, by preaching to them
that Gofpel of Chrift of which *he was
not afhamed;” and fhewing to them that
believed, that it was the power of God
< and the wifdom of God.” It is {ome-
what remarkable, that about the very time
of his preaching to the Romaus, the pub-
lictafte had funk tofuchan excefsof depra-
vity, that the very womenengaged in thofe

thocking encounters with the gladiators.
But, in the firft place, it was better that
their right practice fhould grow out of the
right principle; and next, his {pecifically
reprobating thefe diverfions might have
had this ill effect, that fucceeding ages,
feeing that they in their amufements came
fomewhat fhort of thofe dreadful excefles
of the polithed Romans, would only have
plumed themfelves on their own compara-
tive fuperiority; and on this principle,
even the bull-fights of Madrid might
have had their panegyrifts. The truth
15, the Apoftle knew that fuch abominable
04 cor=
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eorruptions could never fubfift together
with Chriftianity, and jnfa&, the honour
of abolithing thefe barbarous diverfions,
was referved for Conftantine, the firfk
Chriftian emperor.

Befides, the - Apoftles, by inveighing
againft fome particular diverfions might
have feemed to fanction all which they
did not aétually cenfure: and as, in the
lapfe of time and the revolution of govern~
ments, cuftoms change and manners
fluctuate; had & minute reprehenfion of
the fafhions of thie then exifting age been
publifhed in the New Teftament, that por-
tion of fcripture muft in time have become:
obfolete, even i that very fame country,
when the fathions themfelves fhould have
changed. Paul and his brotheér Apoftles
knew that their epiftles would be the
oracles of the Chriftian world, when thefe
temporary diverfions would be forgotten,
In confequence of this knowledge, by
the univerfal precept to avoid < the
« luft of the flefh, the luft of the eye,
 and the pride of life,” they have, pre-
pared
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pared a lafting antidote againft the prin=
ciple of all corrupt pleafures, which will
ever remain equally applicable to the loofe
fafbions of all ages, and of gvery country,
to the end of the world.

Therefore to vindicate diverfions,which
are in themfelves unchriftian, on the pré-
tended ground that they ate not {pecifi-
cally condemned in the gofpel, would be
little lefs abfurd than if the heroes of
Newmarket fhould bring it as a proof that
their periodical meeti

s are not con-
wie St. Paul,
when writing to the Corinthians, did not
fpeak againtt thefe, or becaufe in avail-
ing himfelf of the Ifthmian games, as a
happy illuftrution of the Chriftian race,
hedid not drop any cenfure on the practice
itfelf : a practice which was: indeed as
much more pure than the races of Chrif+
tian Britain, as the moderation of being
contented with the triumph of a crown of
Jeaves, is fuperior to that criminal fpirit of
gambling which iniquitoufly enriches the
victor by beggaring the competitor.

Local

demned in Scripture, be
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Local abufes, as we have faid; were
not the object of ‘a book whofe in-
fiructions wereto beof univerfaland latting
application. As a proof of this, little isfaid
in the Gofpel of the then prevailing cor-
uption of polygamy; nothing againft
the favage cuftom of expofing children, or
even againft flavery ; nothing exprefsly
againft fuicide or duelling ; the laft Gothic
cuftom, indeed; did not exift among the
crimes of Paganifm.  But is there not an
implied prohibition againft polygamy in
the general denunciation againtt adultery ?
Is not expofing of children condemned in
that charge againft the Romans, that
¢ they were without natural affection 3
Is there not a ftrong  cenfure againft
ﬂa\cry conveyed in the command to do,
‘ unto others as you would have them
do unto you?” and againft fuicide
and dmllmn, in the general prohibition
againft murder, which is {trongly en-
forced by the folemn manner in which,

«

murder
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murder is traced back to its firft feed of
anger, in the fermon on the mount ?
Thus it is clear, that when Chrift fent
the Gofpel to ail nations, he meant that
that Gofpel fhould proclaim thofe prime
truths, general laws, and fundamental
do&rines, which muft neceffarily involve
the prohibition ofall individual, local, and
inferior errors; errors which could not
have been fpecifically guarded againft,
without having a diftinét Gofpel for every
country, or without fwelling the divine
volume inta fuch inconvenient length as
would have defeated one great end of
its promulgation *.  And while its lead-
ing principles are of univerfal application,
it muft always, in fome meafure, be left to
the difcretion of the preacher, and to the
con{cience of the h to examine
whether the life and habits of thofe who
profefs it are conformable to its fpirit.

4 & To the poor the Gofpel is preached?
Luke, vii. 22,

The
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The {ame Divine Spirit which indited
the Holy Scriptures, is promifed to purify
the hearts and renew the natures of re-
penting and believing Chriftians 5 and the
cempofitionsit infpired are in fome degree
analogous to the workmanthip it effeéis,
¥t prohibited the vicious practices of
the dpoftolical days, by prohibiting the
paffions and principles which rendered
them gratifying ; and ftill working in Iike
manner on the hearts of real Chriftians, it
correéts the tafte which was accuftomed to
find its proper gratification in the reforts of
vanity ; and thus effectually provides for
the reformation of the habits, and infufes
a relifh for rational and domeftic enjoy-
ments, and for whatever can adminifter
pleafure to that fpirit of peace, and love,
and hope, and joy, which animates and
rules the renewed heart of the true

-Chriftian.

But there is a portion of Scripture
which, thosghtoa fuperficial reader it may
feem
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{eem but very remotely conne@ted withthe
prcﬁ:nf fubje, yet to readers of another
caft, feems to fettle the matter beyond
controverfy : In the parable of the great
fupper, this important truth is held out to
us, ‘that even things good 11 themfelves
may be the means of our eternal ruin,
by drawing our hearts from God, and
caufing us to make light of the offers
of the Gofpel. One invited gueft had
bought an cftate, another had made a
purchafe equally blamelefs of oxen; =
third had married a wife, an a& not
illaudable in itfelf. They had all different
reafons ; but they all agreed in this, 20
decline the igvitation to the fupper. The
worldly pofleffions of one, the worldly
bufinefs of another, and what {hould be
particularly attended to, the love to his
deareft relative, of a third, (a love by the
way not only allowed but commanded
in Scripture) were brought forward as
excufes for not attending to the important
bufinefs of religion. The confequence,

however,
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however was the fame to all. ¢ None
“ of thofe which were bidden fhall tafte
 of my fupper.” " If then things snnocent,
thin ¢ffary, things laudable, things
commanded, become finful, when by un-

feafonable or exceffive indulgence they
detain the heart and affe@ions from God,
how vain will all " thofe arguments ne-
ceflarily be rendered, which are urged by
the advocates for certain amufements, on
the ground of their farmleffi

if thofe
amufements ferve (not to mention any
pofitive evil which may belong to them) in
like manner to draw away the thoughts
and affections from all fpiritual objects!
To conclude; when this topic Liappens
to become the fubje& of converfation,
inftead- of addrefling fevere and pointed
attacks to young ladies on the fin of
attending places of * diverfion, would it
not be better firft to endeavour to excite

inthem that principle of Chriftianity, with
which fuch diverfions feem not quite com-
patible; ‘as the phyfician, who vifits .a
patient in an eruptive fever, pays little
attention
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attention to thofe fpots which to the
ignorant appear to be the difeafe, except
indeed fo far as they ferve as indications
to lethim into its nature, but goes ftraight
to the root of the malady? He attacks
the fever, he lowers the pulfe, he changes
the fyftem, he corre@ts the general habit ;
well knowing that if he can but reftore
the wital principle of health, the fpots,
which were nothing but fymptoms, will
die away of themfelves.

In inftruting others we thould imitate
our Lord and his Apoftles, and not
always aim our blow at each particular
corruption ; but making it our bufinefs to
convince our pupil that what brings forth
the evil fruit fhe exhibits, cannot be a
branch of the true vine; we fhould thus
availourfelves of individual corruptions, for
impreffing her with a fenfe of the neceffity
of purifying the common fource from
which they flow—a corrupt nature. Thus
making it our grand bufinefs to rect
beart, we purfue the true, the compen-

dious,

y the
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dious, the ‘only method of univerfal hos
linefs.

I would, however, take leave of
thofe amiable and not ill-difpofed young
perfons, who complain of the rigour
of human prohibitions, , and declare
* they meet with no fuch friGnefs
“ in the Gofpel,”” by afking them,
with the moft affetionate earneftnefs,
if they can confcientioufly reconcile their
nightly attendance at every public place
which they frequent, with fuch pre-
cepts as the following: “Redeeming
“ the time:"—« Watch and pray:’"—
Watch, for ye know not at what time
“ your Lord cometh:” — ¢ Abftain
“ from all appearance of evil :?—¢ Set
your affections on  things aboves”
—* Be ye fpiritually ‘minded "’—¢ Cru-
“ cify the fleth with its affeCtions
“ and lufts?” And I would venture to
offer one criterion, by which the per=
fons in queftion may be enabled to de-
cide on the pofitive' innocence and fafety
of fuch diverfions; I+ mean, provided

6 they

o

<«
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they are fincere in their fcrutiny and ho-
neft in their avowal. If on their return
at night from thofe places they find they
can retire, and  commune with their
“ own hearts;” if they find the love
of God operating with undiminifhed force
on their minds; if they can  bring
¢ every thought into fubjection,” and
concentraté every wandering imagination;
ifthey can foberly examine into theirown
ftate of mind : I do not fay if they can do
all this perfectlyand without diftraction ;
(for who can do this at any time?) but if
they can do it with the fame degree of
ferioufnefs, pray with the fame degree of
fervour, and renounce the world in as
great a meafure as at other times; and
if they can lie down with a peaceful
confcioufnefs of having avoided in the
evening ¢ that temptation” which they
had prayed not to be ¢ led into” in
the moming, they may then more rea-
{fonably hope that all is well, and that they

VOL#II. 2 are
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are not fpeaking falfc peace to their
s %

hea

* If ¥ might prefume to recommend a book which
of all others expofes the infignificance, vanity, little-

(s of tl

and emptin e world, T fhould not hefitate

to name Mr, Law’s ¢ Serious to a devout and

boly Life: Few witers, except Pafeal, have directed

fo much acutenefs of reafoning, and fo much pointed

wit to this obje&t. He not only makes the reader
a d of a

afhamed of it on account of

worldly life on account of its finfulnefs, but

olly. Few men per-

haps hiave had a deeper i ¢ hu

1 heart, ot

have more fkilfully probed its corruptions: yet on
d ¥

points of doftrine his views do not feem to be juft ;
and his difquifitions aré often unfound and fanciful;
fo that a general perufal of his works would neither be
profitable or intelligible. Toa fafhionable woman im-
merfed in the vanities of life, or to a bufy man over-
whelmed with its cares, T know no book fo applicable,
or likely to exhibit with equal force the vanity of the

fhadows they are purfuing, But even in this work he

is not a fafe guide to evangelical light; and in many

of his others he is highly vifionary and whimfica

and I have known fome excellent perfons who were

firft led by this ad

mirable genius to fee the wants of
their own hearts, and the utter infufficiency of the
world to ill up the craving void, who, though they
became eminent for picty and flf-denial, have had
their ufefulnes abridged, and whofe minds have con-
tra@ted fomething of a monaltic feverity by an unqua-

lified
*
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lified perufal of Mr. Law. True Chriftianity does not
eall on us to ftarve our bodies, but our corruptions.
As the mortified Apofile of the holy and [eif-denying Bap=
#iff, preaching repentance becaufe the kingdom of
Heaven is at hand, Mr. Law has no fuperior. As a

preacher of falvation on feriptural grounds, I would

follow other guides.
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A worldly [pirit incompatible with the [pirit
of Chriftianity.

Tsit not whimfical to hear fuch complaints

ag

inft the ftrictnefs of religion as we

are frequently hearing, from beings who
are voluntarily purfuing, as has been
fhewn in the preceding Chapters, a courfe
of life which Fafhion makes infinitely
more laborious ?  How really burden-
fome would Chriftianity be if fhe enjoined
fuch fedulous application, fuch wunre-
mitting labours, fuch a fucceffion of
fatigues ! if religion commanded fuch
hardfhips and felf-denial, fuch days of
hurry, fuch evenings of exertion, fuch
nights of broken reft, fuch perpetual
facrifices of quiet, fuch exile from family
delights, as Fafhion impofes, then indeed

b the




ON A WORLDLY SPIRIT, 213

the fervice of Chriftianity would no
longer merit its prefeat appellation of
being a  reafonable fervice :” then the
name of perfect flavery might be juftly
applied to that which we are told in
the beautiful language of our church, is
« a fervice of perfett freedom:” a fer-
vice, the great objeét of whichis « to

« deliver us from the bondage of cor-
« ruption into the glorious liberty of the
¢ children of God.”

A worldly temper, by which I meana
difpofition to prefer worldly pleafures,
worldly fatisfacions, and worldly advan-
tages, to the immortalintereftsof thefoul;
and to let worldly confiderations actuate
us inftead of the dicates of religion in the
concerns of ordinary life 5 a worldly tem-
per, I fay, is not, like almoft any other
fault, the effet of paffion or the con-
fequence of furprife when the heart is off
its guard. It is notexcited incidentally by
the operation of external circumftances on
the infirmity of nature ; but it is the vitad

P3 {pirit,
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17 1'it,thceffcmialfou],thcli'.'ingprinciplc
of evil. Itis not fo much an a&, as
a flate of being; not fo much an occa-
fional complaint, as a tainted conftitution
of mind.  If it do not always thow itfelf
in extraordinary excefles, it has no per-
fet intermiffion. Even when it is not
immediately tempted to break out into
overt and fpecificacts, it is at work within,
ftirring up the heart todifaffection againft
holinefs, and infufing a kind of moral dif-
ability to whatever is intrinfically good.
It infects and depraves all the powers
and faculties of the foul ; for it operates
on the underftanding by blinding it to
whatever s {piritually good 5 on the will,
by making it averfe from God ; on the af-
fe@ions, by difordering and fenfualizing
them; {o that one may almoft fay to thofe
who are under the fupreme dominion of
this {pirit, what was faid to the hofts of
Jothua, “ Ye cannot ferve the Lord.”
This worldlinefs of mind is not at
all commonly underftood, and for the
follow-

A WORLDLY SPIRIT.
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following reafon:-—People fuppofe that in
this world our chief bufinefs is with the
things of this world, and that to conduct
the bufinefs of this world well, that s,
conformably to moral principles, is the
chief fubftance of moral and true good-
nefs. Religion, if introduced at all into
the fyftem, only makes its occafional, and
if I may fo {peak, its holiday appearance.
To bring religion into every thing, is
thought incompatible with the due at-
tention to the things of this life. And fo
it would be, if by religion were meant talk-

ing about religion, The phrale, therefore,

is: % One cannot always be praying; we
¢« muft mind our bufinefs and focial duties
< as well as our devotion.” Worldly bu-
finefs being thus fubjected to worldly,
though in fome degree moral, maxims,
the mind during the conduét of bufinefs
grows worldly ; and ‘a continually in-
creafing worldly {pirit dims the fight and
relaxes the moral principle on which the

P4 affa
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affairs of the world are conducted, as well
as indifpofes the mind for all the exer-
cifes of devotion.

But this temper, as far as relates to
bufinefs, affumes the femblance of good-
nefs; fo that thofe who have not right
views are apt to miftake the carrying on
the affairs of life on a tolerably moral
principle, for religion. They do not fee
that the evil lies not in their fo carrying on
bufinefs, but in their not carrying on

the things of -this life in fubfe yiency

to thole of eternity ; in their not carrying
them on with the unintermitting idea of
refponfibility. The evil does not lic in
theirnot being always on their knees, but
in their not bringing their religion from
the clofet into the world : in their not
bringing the {pirit of the Sunday’s devo-
tions into the tranfadions of the week :
in not transforming their religion from
a dry, and {peculative, and inoperative
{yftem, into a lively, and influential, and
unceafing principle of a&ion.

Though
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Though there are, blefled be God !
in the moft exalted ftations, women who
adorn their Chriftian profeffion by a con=
fiftent conduct ; yet are there not others
who are labouring hard to unite the irre-
concileable interefts of earth and heaven 2
who, while they will not relinquifh one jot
of what' this world has to beftow, yet by
no means renounce their hopes of a bet-
ter? whodo not think it unreafonable that
their indulging in the fulleft poffeffion of
prefent pleafure fhould interfere with the
moft certain reverfion of future glory?
who, -after living in the moft unbounded
gratification of eafe, vanity, and luxury,
fancy that heaven muft be attached of
courfe to a life of which Chriftianity is
the outward profeffion, and which has
not been ftained by any flagrant or difho-
nourable act of guilt ?

Are there not many who, while they
entertain a refpect for religion, (for I ad-
drefs not the unbelieving or the licen-

tious,)
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tious,) while they believe its truths, ob-
ferve its forms, and would be fhocked
not to be thought religious, are yet im-
merfediin this life of difqualifying world-
linefs ? who, though they make a con-
fcience of going to the public worthip
once on a Sunday, and are fcrupuloufly
obfervant of the other rites of the Church,
yet hefitate not to give up all the reft of
their time to the very fame purfuits and
pleafures which occupy the hearts and
lives of thofe loofer characters whofe en-
Jjoyment is not obfiructed by any dread

of a future account ? and who are acting

on the wife principle of * the children of
¢ this world” in making the moft of the
prefent ftate of being from the conviction
that there is no other to be expected ?

It muft be owned, indeed, that faith in
unfeen things is at times fadly weak and
defettive even in the truly pious; and
thatit is fo, is the fubject of their grief
and humiliation. O ! how does the real
Chriftian take fhame in the coldnefs of
his
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his belief; in the lownefs of his attain-
ments ! How deeply does he lament that
« when he would dogood, evil is prefent
¢ with him !”’—< that the life he now
< Tives in the flefh, is”’ not, in the degree
it ought to be, “by faith in' the fon of
¢ God {” Yet one thing is clear; how-
ever weak his belief may feem to be, it
is evident that his actions are mainly go-
verned by it; he evinces his fincerity to
others by alife in fome good degree analo-
gous to the doCtrines he profeffes : while
to himfelf he has this conviction, that faint
as his confidence may be at times, yet at
the worft of times he would not exchange
that faint ‘meafure of truft and hope for
all the actual pleafures and pofleffions of
his moft fplendid acquaintance ; and as
a proof of his fincerity he never fecks the
cure of his dejection, where they feck
theirs, in the world, but in God.

But as to the faith of worldly perfons,
however ftrong it may be in fpeculation,
however orthodox their creed, one cannot

help
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help fearing that it is alittle defeétive in
fincerity : for if there were in the mind a
full perfuafion of the truth of revelation,
and of the eternal blifs it promifes, would
it not be obvious to them that there muft
be more diligence for ts attainment ? We
difcover great ardor in carrying on world-
Iy projects, becaufe we believe the good
which we are purfuing is real, and will re-
ward the trouble of the purfuit : webelieve
that good to be attainable by diligence,
and prudently proportion our earneftnefs
to this conviction : and therefore where we
fee perfons profefling a lively faith in a
better world, yet labouring little to obtain
an intereftin it, can we forbear fufpecting
that their belief, not only of their own ti-
tle to eternal happinefs, but of eternal
happinefs itfelf, is not well grounded ? and
that, if they were to * examine themfelves
“ truly,” the faith would be found to be
much of a piece with the practice ?

Even that very tafte for ¢enjoyment
which leads the perfons in queftion to
pofiefs themfelves of the qualifications for
the
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the pleafures of the prefent fcene; that
underftanding which leads them to ac-
quire fuch talents as may enable them to
relifh the reforts of gaiety here, fhould
induce thofe who are really looking for
a future ftate of happinefs, to wifl to ac~
quire fomething of the tafte, and temper,
and talents, which may be confidered as
qualifications for its enjoyment. The
negle to do this muft proceed from one
of thefe two caufes; either they muft
think their prefent courfea fafe and pro-
per courfe; or they muft think that death
is to produce fome fudden and furprifing
alteration in the human charaéter. But
the office of death is to tranfport us to a
new ftate, not to transform us to a new
nature : the ftroke of death is intended to
effe@ our deliverance out of this world,
and ourintrodu&ion into another; but it
is not likely to effect any fudden and fur-
prifing or total change in our hearts or
our taftes : fo far from this, that we are
affured in Scripture, ¢ that he that is

< filthy
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« filthy will be filthy ftill, and he that is
< holy will be holy ftill.”” Though we
believe that death will compleatly cleanfe
the holy foul fromits remaining pollutions,
that it will exchange defective fancifica-
tion into perfect purity, entangling temp-
tation into complete freedom, want and
on, doubts and
y, and oppreffive

pain into health and fr
fears into perfet fecuri

wearinefs into everlafting reft ; yet there

isno magic in thewand of death which will
convert an unholy foul into a holy one.
And it isawful to reflet, that fuch tem-
pers as have the allowed predominance
here will maintain it for ever ; that fuch as
the will is when we clofe our eyes upon
the things of time, fuch it will be when
n them on thofe of eternity. The
of d

heaven, tl

we ope

th no more fits us for
act of the mafon
who pulls down our old houfe fits us for

mere

a new or If we die with our hearts

running over with the love of the world,
there is no promife to lead us to expet

1all rife with them full of the
love
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love of God: death indeed will fhew us
to ourfelves fuch as we are, but will not
make us fuch as we are not : and it will
be too late to be acquiring felf-knowledge
when we can no longcr turn it to any ac-
count but that of tormenting ourfelves.
To illuftrate this truth ftill farther by an
allufion familiar to the perfons I addrefs :
the drawing up the curtain at the theatre,
though it ferves to introduce us to the
entertainments behind it, does not create
in ws any new faculties to underftand or
to relith thofe entertainments: thefe
muft have been long in acquiring: they
muft have been provided beforehand,
and brought with us to the place, if we
would relifh the pleafures of it ; for the
entertainment can only operate on that
tafte we carry to it. It is too late
to be acquiring when we ought' to be
enjoying.

That fpirit of prayer and praife, thofe
difpofitions of love, meeknefs, ¢ pe

“ quietnefs, and affurance ;” that indi

ference
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ference to the fathion of a world which is
pafing away ; that longing after deliver-
ance from fin, that defire of holinefs, to-
gether with all the fpecific marks of our
having  the fruits of the {pitit” here;
muft furely make fome part of our qua-
lification for the enjoyment of a world,
the pleafures of which are all fpiritual.
And who can .conceive any thing com-
parable to the awful furprife of a foul long
immerfed in the indulgences of vanity and
pleafure, yetall the while lulled by the {elf-
complacency of a religion of mere forms ;
who, while it counted upon heaven as a
thing of courfe, had made no prepara-
tion for it ! Who can conceive any fur-
prife comparable to that of fuch a foul
on fhutting its eyes on a world of fenfe, of
which all the objes and delights were fo
congenial to its nature, and opening them
on aworld of {pirits of which all the cha-
racters of enjoyment are of a nature new,
orifing, and fpecifically dif-
ferent ? pleafures more inconceivable to
itsapprehenfion and more unfuitable to its
tafte,

unknown, {i
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tafte,than the gratifications of one fenfe are
to the organs of another, or than the moft
exquifite works of genius ro abfolute imbe~
cility of mind.

While we would with deep humility
confefs that we cannot purchafe’ heaven
by any works or right difpofitions of
our own ; while we gratefully acknow-
ledge that it muft be purchafed for us
by « Him who loved us, and wafhed
« us from our fins in his blood;” yet
let us remember that we have no reafon
to expeét we could be capable of en-
joying the pleafures of a heaven fo
purchafed without heavenly mindednefs.
When thofe perfons who are aptto expect
as much comfort from religion as if their
hearts were not full of the world, now
and then, in a fit of honefty or low
fpirits, complain that Chriftianity does
not make them as good and as happy as
they were led to expect from that affur-
ance, that ¢ great peace have they who
s love the Lord,” and that  they who

YOL, 11, Q “ wait
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« wait on him fhail want no manner of
« thing that is good ;” when they lament
that the paths of religion are not thofe
« paths of pleafantne(s” they were led to
expeét ; their cafe reminds one of a cele=
brated phyfician, who ufed to fay, that
the reafon why his prefcriptions, which
commonly cured the poor and the tem-
perate, did fo little good among his rich
luxurious patients, was, that while he was
labouring to remove the difeafe by medi-
cines, of which they only took drams,
grains, and fcruples; they were inflaming
it by a multiplicity of injurious aliments,
which they fwallowed by ounces, pounds,
and pints.

Thefe fathionable Chriftians fhould be
reminded, that there was no half engage-
ment made for them at their baptifin ; that
they

= not partly their own and partly

their Redeeme He that is ¢ bought

<« with a pr

is the fole property of
the purchafer. Faith does mnot confift
merely in fubmitting the opinions of the
under=
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underftanding, but the difpofitions of the
heart: religion is not a facrifice of fen-
timents, but of affeftions : it is not the
tribute of fear extorted from a flave, but
the voluntary homage of love paid by 2
child.

Neither does a Chriftian’s piety confift
in living in retreat, and railing at the prac-
tices of the world, while, perhaps, her
heart is full of the fpirit of that world at
which fhe is railing: but it confifts in
Jubduing the fpirit of the world and op-
pofing its practices, even while her duty
obliges her to live in it

Nor is the fpiric or the love of the
world confined to thofe only who are
making a figure in it; nor are its opera-
tions bounded by the precinéts of the
metropolis, nor the limited regions of
firft-rate rank and fplendor. She who
inveighs againft the luxury and exceffes

of London, and folaces herfelf in her own
comparative fobriety, becaufe her more
circumfcribed fortune compels her to take

Q2 up
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up with the fecond-hand pleafures 'of

cifive waterir ures

o-places; which ple

purfues with avidity, is governed by
and fhe whofe ftill nar-

the fame {piri

rower opportunities ftint her to the petty

diverfions of her provincial town, if fhe

be bufied in fwelli
fmal

however fhe may comfort herfelf with

ging her

er fphere of va

her own.c
at the unatrainable p
ing-place, or the ftill more unapproach-

the capital, is governed by

is as' vain,

yant as actua

s admit, wc

as diffipated, and as ¢3

cayeft objects of her invective now are, if
ith them. It

fhe could change places wi

w

is not merely by

can be fure th

dominion o5

ing what we fhould prob:

were in_our po
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The worldly Chriftian, if I mzy be
allowed  fuch a contradiftion in terms,
muft not’ imagine that the

rquits herdelf
of her religious obligations by her nicre

weekly oblation of prayer. = Lhere is no
God

is' reftriGted to an hour or two on the
oy

fetting apart a few particular- days in

covenant by which communion w

Sunday : fhe does not acquit heifs

the year for the exercife of a periodical
devotion, and then flying back to the
world as eagerly as if fhe were refolved
to repay herfelf with large int
thort fic of felf-d

reft for her

nial ; - the ftream of pl-a-
fure running with a more rapid current,
from having been interrupted by this
forced obftruétion. - And the avidity with
which one has feen certain perfons: of a

ftill lefs corre@ character than the clafs
we have been confidering, return to a
whole year’s carnival, after the felf-impofed
penance of a Paffion week, gives a threwd
intimation that they confidered the tem-
porary abftraction lefs as an a& of peni-

Q3 tence
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tence for the paft, than as a purchafe of
indemnity for the future. Such bare-
weight proteftants prudently condition for
retaining the Popith do&rine of indul-
gences,  which - they buy, not ‘indeed of
the late fpiritual court of Rome, but of
that fecret, felf-acquitting judge, which
ignorance of its own turpitude, and of the
ftrict requirements of the divine law, has
eftablifhed fupreme in the tribunal of
every unrenewed heart.

But the practice of felf:examination is
impeded with one clog, which renders it
peculiarly inconvenient to the gay and
worldly : for the

royal prophet (who was,
however, himfelf as likely as any one to
be acquainted with the difficulties pe-
culiar to greatnefs) has annexed as a
concomitant to ¢ communing with our
“ own heart,” that we thould « be JRill.”
Now this

claufe of the injunction renders
the other part of it not a little inconfiftent
with the prefent habits of fathionable life,
of which filjnefs is clearly not one of the

3 con-
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conftituents. It would, however, greatly
affift thofe who do not' altogether decline
the practice, if they were to eftablifh into
a rule the habit of dete&ing certain fufpi-

cious praétices, by r

alizing them, as it
were, to their own minds, through the
means of drawing them out in detail, and of
placing them before their eyes eloathed in
language ; for there is nothing that fo
effectually expofes an abfurdity which has -
paffed mufter for want of fuch an inquifi-
tion, as giving it fhape and form. = How
many things which now work themfelves
into the habit, and pafs current, would then
fhock us by their palpable inconfiftency !
Who, for inftance, could ftand the fight
of fuch a debtor and creditor account as
this :—Jtem ; So many card-parties, balls,
and operas due to mein the following year,
for fo many manuals and meditations
paid beforehand during the laft fix days
in Lent? With how much indignation
foever this fuggeftion may be treated ;
whatever offence may be taken at fuch a
Q4 combi-
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ination of the ferious and the ludi-
crous ; however . we may revolt at the
idea of fuch a compofition with our Maker,
when put into o many words ; does not
the ‘habitual courfe of fome go near to
realize fuch a ftatement ?

But « a Chriftian’s 7ace,” as a venerable
Prelate * obferves; “is not run at fo many
€ beats,” but is a conftant courfe and
progrefs by which we are continually gain-
ing ground upon fin, and l!;x[)ronclxing
nearer to the kingdom of God.

Am I then ridiculing this pious feclu-
fion of contrite finners? Am 1 then
jefting at that < troubled {pirit”> which
God has declared is his “ acceptable facri-
« fice 2” God forbid ! Such reafonable
retirements have been the praétice, and
continue to be the comfort of fome of
the fincerelt Chriftians; and will continue
to be reforted to as long as Chriftianity,
that is, as long as the world, thall lat, It

* Bifhop Hopkins.
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is well to call off the thoughts, even for
a fhort time, not only from finand vanity,
but even from the lawful purfuits of bufi-
nefs, and the laudable concerns of lifes
and, at times, to annihilate, as it were, the
{pace which divides us from eternity :

greatly wife to talk with our paft hours,
And afk th
Andhowtheyn

what report they bore to heaven,

ht have borne more welgome pews.

Yet as to thofe who feek a fhort annual

retreat as a mere form ; who dignify with

the idea of a religious re

ement a weck
in which it is rather unfafhionable to be
feen in town; who retite with an wvna-
bated refolution to return to the maxims,
the pleafures, and the {fpirit of that
world which they do but mechanically
renounce ; is it not to be feared that
fuch a fhort feceffion, which does not

even pretend to fubdue the principle, but
merely fufpends the a&, may only ferve
to fet a keener edge on the appetite for
the pleafures they are quitting ? Is it not

(2
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to be feared that the bow may fly back
with redoubled violence from having been
unnaturally bent ? that by varnifhing over
a life of vanity with the tranfient externals
ofa formal and temporary piety, they may
the more dangeroufly fkin over the trou-
blefome forenefs of a tender confcience, by
laying

This flatt

ing unétion to the foul 2

For is it not among the delufions of a
worldly piety to confider Chriftianity as
a thing which cannot, indeed, fafely be
omitted, but which is to e g0t over; a
certain quantity of which is, as it were, to
be taken in the lump, with long intervals
between the repetitions ? to confider relic
gion as impofing a fet of hardfhips, which
mufi be occafionally encountered in order
to procure a peaceable enj

yment of the
long refpite 2 that thefe fevere conditions
thus * fulfilled, the acquitted  Chriftian
having paid the annual demand of a rigo-
rous
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rous requifition, the may now lawfully re-
tutn: to- her natural ftate; and the old
reckoning being adjufted, the may begin
a new feore, and receive the reward of
er punétual obedience, in the refumed

ratifications which
he had for a fhort time laid afide asa,
: but

this tafk performed, and the mafter ‘ap-

indulgence of

hard tafk to pleafe a hard mafte

peafed, the mind may difeover its natural
bent, in joyfully returning to the objeéts
of its real choice ? Whereas, is it not clear
on the other hand, that if the religious ex-

ercifes had produced the effect which it is
the nature of true religion to produce, the
F 345
genuine alacrity to thofe habits of the
world, from which the pious weekly

itent could not return with her old

mandals through which fhe has been la-

bouring with the punctuality ofan almanac
as to the day, and the accuracy of a bead-
voll as to the number, was intended by
the devour authors to refcue their
reader ?

I am
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I am far from infinuating that this
literal fequeftration ought to be prolonged
throughout the year, or that all the days
of bufinefsare to be made equally days of
folemnity and continued mediration. - This
earth is a place in which a much ]‘:ugcr
postion of a common Chriflian’s time
muft be affigned to a

&ion than to con-
templation. Women of the higher clafs
were not fent into the world to ' thun
fociety, but to improve it. They - wete

not

defigned for the cold and vifior

'y virtues
of folitudes and monafteries, bur for the

miable, and endearing, and ufeful offices of.
focial life: they aie of a religion which
dogs not impofe idle aufRerities, but enjoins
a&ive duties ;a religion of which the moft
benevolent attions require to be fandified
by the purelt motives; a religion which

does not conde
i

emn its followers to the com-
tafk of feclufion from the
world, but afligns them the more difficult
province of living uncorrupted in it; a
religion which, while it forbids them ta
< follow

paratively e
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« follow a multitude to do evil,” includes
i that prohibition the fin of doing wobing,
and which: moreover enjoins them to be
followers of him ¢ who went about doing
<« good.”

But may we not reafonably contend,
that though the fame fequeftration is not
required, yet that the fame jpirit and
temper which one hopes is thought ne<
ceffary by all during the occafional humi-
liation, muft, by every real Chriftian, be
extended throughout all the periods of the
year ? And when that is really the cafe,
when once the fpirit of religion fhall indeed
govern the heart, it wilj not only animate
her religious actions and employments, but
will gradually extend itfelf to the chaf-
tifing her converfation, will difcipline her
influence her common bufinefs,

thoughts
and fan&ify her very pleafures.

But it fhould feem that many, who
entertain a general notion of Chriftian duty,
fal and

do not confider it as of univer
unremitting obligation, but rather 2s @

duty
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duty binding at times on all, and always
on fome. To the attention of fuch we
would recommend that very explicit ad-
of ‘our Lord on the fubject of felf-
denial, the temper dire@ly oppofed to a
worldly fpirit: < And he faid unto them
““ ALy, if any man will come after me;
¢ let him deny himfelf, and take up his
“crofs parLy.”  Thofe who think {elf-
denial not of univerfal obligation, will
obferve the word 4/, and thofe who think
the obligation not confiant will attend to
the term da Thefe two little words
p by the root all the occafional reli-
i (’;.lr ances grafted on a ‘worldly

dre:

1 tranfient, periodical; and tempo-
&s of piety, which fome would com-
mute for habitual thoughtlefinefs.
There is indeed fearcely a more pitiable
an 0, inftead of making her
orming principle of all fhe
does, !u> only juft enough to keep her in
continual fear ; who drudges through her
fti exercifes with a fuperftitious kind
of
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of terror, while her general life fhows that
the love of holinefs is not the governing
principle in her heart; who feems to
fuffer all the pains and penalties of Chrifti-
anity, butis a ftranger to ¢ that liberty
« wherewith Chrilt has made us free.”
et it not be thought a ludicrous invention,
if the author hazard the producing a real
illuftration of thefe remarks, in the inftance
of a lady of this ftamp, who, returning
from church on a very cold day, and
rematking with a good deal of felf-com-
placency how much fhe had fuffered in the
performance of her duty, comforted her~
felf with emphatically adding, ¢ that fhe
« hoped however it would anfwer.”

But there is no permanent comfort in
any religion, fhort of that by which the
diligent Chriftian ftrives that all his actions
fhall have the love of God for their mo-
tive, and the glory of God, as well as his
own falvation, for their end ; while to go
about to balance one’s good and bad
aGions one againft the other, and to take

comfort
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comfort in the occafional predominance

of thc/ﬁ)lmcr, while the  cu
the principle fromwhich they thould {prir
is negleéted, isnot the road to all thofe
peaceful fruits of the fj

of

it to which true

y condués the humble and
penitent believer,
But I am aware that a better ¢

of characters than thofe we have lwcn con-

wplating 5 that even the le ‘and

the well-di \foic:i, who, while tlmy want

courage to refift wk
Jrincip!
fenfe to jultify, will yet plead for the
?

of unnecef

at they have too much
le to think right, and too much

{yftem, and accufe thefe remarks
y rigour. - They will de
< that really they are a:
“can bej; they with they w
¢ they have little fatisfad

liating

1 in the life
they are leading, yet they cannot break
with the world; they cannot fly in the

¢ face of cuftom; i: nat become
< individuals like them to oppofe the tor-
“ rent of fathion.” Bum" fo n:rul’h” 7y

abounding with eng;
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not only feel the beauty of goodnefs, but
reverence the truths of Chriftianity, and
arc awfully looking for a general judg-
ment, one is grieved to hear lament
< that they only do as others do,” when
they are perhaps themfelves of fuch rank
and importance that if they would begin
to do right, others would be brought to do
as they did.  One is grieved to hear them
indolently affert, that ¢ they with it were
otherwife,” when they poffefs the power
to make it otherwife, by fetting an example
which they know would be followed.
One is forry to hear them content them-

“felves with declaring, that “ they have

¢ not the courage to be fingular,” when
they muft feel, by fecing the influence of
their example in worfe things, that there
would be no fuch great fingularity in piety
itfelf, if once #hey became fincercly pious.
Befides, this diffidence does not break
eut on other coccafions, They do not
blufh to be quoted as the oppofers of
an old mode or the inventors of a new

VOR. 11, . R one.
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one. Nor ‘are they equally backward
in being the firlt to appear in a ftrange
fathion, fuch an one as often excites won-
der, and fometimes even offends againft
delicacy. Let not then diffidence be
pleaded as an excufe only on occafions
wherein courage would be virtue.

Will it be thought too harfh a queftion
if 'we venture to afk thefe gentle cha-
ratters who are t‘\us intrenching them-

felves in the imaginary fafety of furround-
ing multitudes, and who fay < we only
do as others do,” whether they are
willing to run the tremendous rifk of
confequences, and. o fare as others fare?
But while thefe plead the authority of
Fafhion as a {ufficient reafon for their con-~
formity to the world, one who has {fpoken
with ‘a paramount authority has pofitively
faid, ¢ Be ye not conformed to the world.”
Nay, it is urged as the very badge and dif-
tin&ion by which the chara&er oppofite to
the Chriftian is to be marked, ¢ that the
< friend-
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< friendfhip of the world is enmity with

soGad
Temptation to conform to the world was
never perhaps more irrefiftible than in the
days which immediately preceded the
Deluge. And no man could ever have
pleaded the fafhion in order to juftify
a criminal affimilation with the reigning
manners, with more propriety than the
Patriarch Noah. He had the two grand
and contending obje@s of terror to en-
counter which we have ; the fear of ridi-
cule, and the fear of deftruction; the
dread of fin, and the dread of fingularity.
Our caufe of alarm is at leaft equally
prefling with his; for it does not appear,
even while he was actually obeying the
Divine command in providing the means
of his future fafety, that he /zw any actual
fymptoms of the impending ruin. So
that in one fenfe be might have truly
pleaded as an excufe for flacknefs of pre-
paration,  that all things continued as
« they were from the beginning;” while
R2 many
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many of us, though the ftorm is begui,
never think of providing the refuge:
thought we have had a4 fuller revelation,
Have feen Scripture illuftrated, prophecy
fulfilling, with every awful circumftance
that cdn eitlier quicken the moft fluggith
remiffnefs, or confirm the feebleft faith.
Befides, the Patriarch’s plea for follow-
ing the fafhion was ftronger than you can
produce. ‘While you muft fee that many
are going wrong, he faw that none were
going riglit. < All flefh had corrupted
“his way before God;” whilft, bleffed
be God! you have ftill inftances enough
of piety to keep you in countenance.
While you lament that #he or/d feduces
you, (for every one has a litle world
of his own,) your world perhaps is only a
petty neighbourhood, a few ftreets and
fquares 5 ‘but the Patriarch had really the
contagion of a whole united world to
refift; he had literally the example of the
whole: face of the earth to eppofe. The
“fear of man” alfo would then have
been

ON A WORLDLY SPIRIT,
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been a more pardonable fault, when the
lives of the fame individuals who wese
likely to excite refpeét or fear Was pro-

Jonged many ages, than it can bein..the

fhort period now. affigned to human life.
How lamentable then that opinion fhould
operate fo powerfully when it is but the
breath of a being fo frail and o fhoxt-
lived,
/That, he, doth ceafe to be;
Ere onc can fay he is.

You who find it {0 difficult to withftand
the .individual ;allurement .of one modifh
acquaintance, would if you had been inithe
have concluded the ftrug-

gle to be quite ineffetual, -and  funk un-
der the fuppofed fruitleflnefs of refiftance.
« Myfelf,”” would you not have faid? or
< at moft my little family of cight perfons
« can never -hope sto (ftop this torrent
< of corruption ; I lament the fruitlefinefs
« of oppofition;; ‘[ deplore the neceflity of
< conformity, with the prevailing fyftem :
«but it would be a foolifh prefumption

R3 “t0
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“to hope that gne family can effe& a
“change in the ftate of the world.”
In your own cafe, however, it is not
certain to how wide an extent the hearty
union ‘of evén fewer ‘perfonsin fuch a
caufe might reach: at leaft is it nothing
to do what the Patriarch’ did? was it
nothing to preferve himfelf from the
geoeral deftruction? was it nothing to

deliver his own foul 2 was it nothing to
refcue the fouls of his whole family ?
A'wife man will never differ’ from the
world in'trifles. 1t is ‘certainly'a mark of
2 found judgment to comply with it when-
ever we fafely can; fuch ‘compliance
ftrengthens “our influence by referving to
ourfelves the greater weight of authority
on thofe occafions, when our confcience
obliges us to'differ,  Thofe who are pru-
dentwill cheerfully conform to all its inno-
cent ufages; but thofe who ate Chriftians
will be ferupulous in defining which are
really. innocent previous to their confor-
mity to them.  Not what the world, but
what
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what. the, Gofpel calls innocent will' be
found at the grand fcrutiny to have been
really fo. . A difcreet Chriftian will take
due pains to be convinced he is right
before he will prefume to be fingular: but
from - the inftant he is perfuaded that the
Gofpel is true, and the world of ceurfe
wrong, he will no longer rifk his fafety
by. following; multitudes, or his foul by
ftaking it on human opinion. All our
moft dangerous miftakes arife.from_oup
not conftantly referring. our prattice to
the ftandard of fcripture, inftead of the
mutable. frandard of human opinion, by
which it is impoffible to fix the real value
of charaters..  For this latter ftandard in
fome cafes determines thofe to be good
who do not run all the lengths in which
the . notorionfly bad - allow themfelves.
The Gofpel has an univerfal, the world
has a local ftandard of goodnefs : in cer-
tain focieties certain vices alone are difho-
nourable, fuch as covetoufnefs and cow- :
ardice ; while thofe fins of which our Sa-
R 4 viour




248 ON A'WORLDLY SPIRIT.

viour has faid, that they which commit
them “ fhall not inherit the kingdorn of
*“God,” detratt nothing from the refpect
fome perfons receive. Nay, thofe very
charalters whom the Almighty has ex-
prefsly declared « He will judge®,” are
received, are adired, are caréffed, in that
* which calls itfelf the beft company.

But to weigh our actions by ofe ftand-
ard now, when we know they will be
judged by another hereafiér, Would be
reckoned the height of abfurdity in any
tranfactions but thofe which involve the
interefts of eternity. <« ow teadelt
“thou?” is a more {pecific direétion
than any comparative view of out owh
habits with the habits of otliers's and 4t
the final bar it will be of Tittle apail that
our actions have rifen above thofe ‘of bad
men, if our views and principlés hall be
found to have been in oppofitioh 't ‘the
Gofpel of Chrift.

A Hebrélvs, i, 4.
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Nor is their pra&ice more commend-
able, who are ever on the watch to pick
out the worft actions of good men, by
way of juftifying their own conduct on
the cothparifon. © The faults of the beft
inen, « for there is not a juft man upon
% the eaith who finneth not,” can in no
wife juftify the errors of the worft: and
it is not invariably the example of even |
good men that we muft take for our un-
erring rule of conduét: nor is it by a
fingle “action ‘that eithet they or we fhall
be judged ; for in that cafe who could be
faved ? but it is by the general prevalence
ofright principles and good habits; by the
predominance of holinefsand righteoufnefs,
and temperance in the life, and by tlie
spower of humility, faith ‘and love in the
heart.
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Chll pona

On. the leading docirines of (Chriftianity.—
The . corruption; of human. nature.—The
docirine of vedemption.— The! neceffity of
a change: of ‘héarts and of. the; divine i~
Suences,to produce that change—With a
SReteh of the|Chriftian charabier.

: "
FHE author haying in this Jittle work
taken 2. view Jofs the falfe notions often
imbibed infearly life from & bad.education,
and of their pernicious effects s and having
attempted to point out: the refpective, re-
medies to thefé; fhe would now draw all
that has been faid to a peinty: and, declare
plainly what fhe humbly conceives ta be
the fource whence all thefe falfe notions,
and this wrong conduct really proceed :
The prophet Jeremiah fhall anfwer: It
“is becaufe they have forfaken the foun-
“tain of living waters, and have hewn
“out
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<« gut to themfelves cifterns; broken cif-
<« terns that can hold no water.” Icis
an ignorance paft belief of what Chrift-
fanity really is: the remedy satherefore,
and the only remedy that can be applied
with any profpeét of fuccefs, is RELIGION,
and by Religion fhie would be underftood
¢6 mean the Gofpel of Jefus Chrift.

It has been before hinted, that Religion
(hould be taught at’an early period of
Jifes that childrén fhould be Zrought up
«in the nurture and admonition of the
«Yord” The mamer in which  they
fhould be taught has likewife with great
plainnefs been fuggefted ; that it fhould be
doné in fo lively and familiar a manner
s to make Religion amiable, and her
ways to appear, what they really-are,
« ways of pleafantnels.” And a flight
{ketch 'has been given of the genius of
Chriftianity, by which her amiablenéfs
would ‘more clearly appear. But this,
being a fubje€t of fuch vaft importance,
compared with which every other fubjeé
finksintonothing; it feems notfufficient to

fpeak
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{peak on the doctrines and duties of Chrift.
fanity in detached parts, but it is of import~
ance to point out, though in a brief
mahner, ghe mutnal dependance, of.-one
doétrine upon another, and the influence
which thefe do@rines have upon the
heart and life, {o that the duties of Chrift-
fanity ‘may be feen to grow owt of its
dot3tines: by which it will appear . that
Chriftian virtue. . differs. efentially from
Pagan: it is of a quite different kind:
the plant itfelf is different, it comes from
a different root, and grows in a different
foil.

It will be feen how the humbling doc-
trine of the.corruption of human nature,
which has followed from the corruption
of our firft parents, makes way for the
bright difplay of redeeming love. How
from the abafing thought thar « we are
< all as fheep going aftray, everyone ‘in
“his own way:” that none can return
to the fhepherd of our fouls, « except
“the Father draw him:” that ¢ the
* natural ‘man camiot receive the ‘things
 of
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« of the {pirit, becaufe they are fpiritually
« difcerned:” how from this humiliating
view of the helpleffnefs, as well as the
corruption of human nature, we are to
turn to that animating doGtrine, the
offer of divine affflance. So that, though
human nature will appear from this view
in a deeply degraded ftate, and confe-
quently all have caufe for humility, yet
not one has caufe for defpair: the difeafe
indeed is dreadful, but a phiyfician is
at hand, both able and willing to fave
us: though we are naturally ¢ without
« ftrength, our help is laid upon one that
« is mighty.”

We fhould obferve then, that the doc-
trines of our Saviour are, if 1 may fo
fpeak, like his coat,all woven into one
piece. We thotld get fuch a view of
their reciprocal dependence as to be per-
fuaded that without a deep fenfe of our
own corruptions we can never ferioufly
believe in a Saviour, becaufe the {ubftan~
tial and acceptable belief in Him muft

always
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always arife from_the conviftion of our
want of Him; that without a firm per=
fuafion that the Holy Spirit can, alone
reftore our fallen nature, repdir the ruins
of fin, and renew the image of God upon
the hearr, we never fhall be brought to
ferious, humble prayer for repentance
and reftoration; and that, withour this
repentance  there is no falvation: . for
though Chrift has died for us, and con-
ntly to Him alone we muft look as
a Saviour, yet he has himfelf declared
that be will fave none but true penitents,

ON THE DOCTRINE OF HUMAN COR-~
RUPTION,

To come now to a more particulag
ftatement of thefe do@rines.—When an
important edifice is about to be erected, a
wife builder will dig deep, and look well
to the fc

ndations, knowing that without
this the fabsic will not be likely, to ftand.
The. foundatipn of the Chriftian religion,
out
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out of which ths whole: firufture may
be {aid to arife, appears to be the dorine
of the fall of man from his original ftate
of righteoufnefs; and of the corruption
and helpleflnefs of human nature, which
are the confequences of this falh and
which is the natural ftate of every one
born into the world.  To this dolt i
is important to conciliate the minds, more
efpecially of young perfons, who are pecu-
liarly difpofed to turn away from it as a
morofe, unamiable, and gloomy idea: they
are apt to accufe thofe who are more
frict and ferious, of unneceflary feverity,
and to fufpet them of thinking unjuftly
ill. of mankind. Some of the reafons
which prejudice the inexperienced againft
the dottrine in queftion appear to be. the

following.

Young perfons themfelves have feen
little of the world. In pleafurable fociety
the world puts on its moft amiable ap-
pearance; and that foftnefs and urbanity
which prevail, particularly amongft per-
fons of fafhion, are liable to be miftaken

for
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for more than they are really worth. The
oppofition to this doétrine in the young,
arifes partly from ingenuoufnefs of heart,
partly from a habit of indulging themfelves
in favourable fuppofitions refpecting the
world, rather than of purfuing truth, which
is always the grand thing to be purfued ;
and partly from the popularity of the
tenet, that every body is Jo wonderfully
good!

This error in youth has however a ftill
deeper foundation, which is their not
having a right ftandard of meral good and
evil, in confequence of their already par-
taking of the very corruption which is
fpoken of; they are therefore apt to have
no very ftriét fenfe of duty, or of the necef-
fity of a right and religious motive to
every act. ;

Moreover, young people ufually do not
know themfelves. Not having yet been
much expofed to temptation, owing to-the
prudent reftraints in which they have been
kept, they little fufpect to what lengths
in vice they themfelves are liable to be

* tranfported,
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tranfported, nor how far others aQually
are carried who are fet free from thofe
reftraints.

Having laid down thefe as forne of the
caufes of error on this point, I proceed to
obferve on what ftrong grounds the doc~
trine itfelf ftands.

Profane hiftory abundantly confirms
this truth : the hiftory of the world being
in fa& little elfe than the hiftory of the
crimes of the human race. Even though
the annals of remote ages li
in obfcurity, that fome deg;
tainty attaches itfelfto many of the events
recorded, yet this one melancholy truth is
always clear, that moft of the miferies
which have been brought upon mankind,

fo involved

e of uncer-

have proceeded from this generaldepravity.

The world we now live in furnifhes
abundant proof of this truth. In a world
formed on the deceitful theory of thofe
whoaflert theinnocence and dignity of man,
almoft all the profeffions, fince they would
have been rendered ufelefs by fuch a ftate

VOL. 1L s of
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of innocence, would not have exifted,

Without fin we may nearly prefume there

would have been no ficknefs; {o that every
evidence of

this fad truth.  Sin not only brought fick-

medieal profeffor is a ftandir

nefs but death into the world; confequently
every funeral prefents a more irrefragable
argument than a thoufand fermons. ad
man perfevered in his original integrity,
there could have been no litigation, for
there would be no contefts about pr operty
in a world where none would be inclined
toattack it. Profeflors of law, therefore,
from the attorney who profecutes for a
trefpafs, to the pleader who defends a cri-
minal, or the judge who condemns him,
loudly confirm the doétrine. Every victory
by fea or land fhould teach us to rejoice
{t icfelf brings
errible, though fplendid atteftation to
the truth of the fall of man,

Even thofe who deny the dorine, a&
univerfally more or lefs on the principle.
‘Why do weall fecure ourhoufes with bolts,

with humiliation, for conqu

# and
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and bars, and locks ? Do we take thefe fteps
to defend our lives or property from any
particular fear ? from any fufpicion of this
neighbour, or that fervant, or the other
invader ? No:—Itis from a practical con-
viétion of the common depravity ; from a
conftant, pervading, but undefined dread
of impending evil arifing from the fenfe
of general corruption. Are not prifons
built, and laws enated, on the fame prac-
tical principle ?

- But not todefcend to the more degraded

pait of our fpecies. 'Why in the faireft
tranfaction of bufinefs is nothing executed
without bonds, receipts, and notes of
hand? Why does not a perfect con-
fidence in the dignity of -buman wature
abolifh all thefe fecurities ; if not between
enemies, or people indifferent to each
other, yet at leaft between friends and
kindred, and the moft honourable con-
neétions 2 Why, but becaufe of that uni-
verfal fufpicion between man and man,
which, by all we fee, and hear, and feel,

52 is
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is' become  interwoy our very

Though we do not entertain any

1di

al fufpicion, nay, though we ha

the ftrongeft per/
acknowledged pri

doét

confidence, yet the
ole of conduéthas this
for its bafis. .« I will take a

« receipt, though it were from my
“ brother,” is the ' eftablifhed voice of
mankind ; or; ‘as I have heard it more
tfully put, by a fallacy of which the very
difguife difcovers the principle, « Thinl
¢« every man honeft, but deal with him as
you knew him to be otherwife.”
And as, in aftate of innocence, the beafts,
it is prefumed, would not have bled for
the fuflenance of man, fo their parchments
wouldnot have been wanted as inftruments
of his fec

ity againft his fellow man *.

* Bifhop Butler diftinétly ceclares this truth to

be

evident, from exper as Revelation,

N;

that this world exhibits an idea of a Ru

and Ze will hazard much who ventures to affert that

But

r defended C

nciples uncon=
onant’ to 1eajon, pl ie
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But the grand arguments for this doc-
¢rine muft be drawn from the Holy Scrip-
tures: and thefe, befides implying it al-
moft continually, expreGly affert it;
and that in inftances too numerous to be
all of them brought forward here. Oof
thefe may I beallowed to produce a few ?
God faw that the wickednefs of man
was great, and that every imagination
of the thoughts of his heart was only
evil continually :”—¢ Godlooked upon

the earth, and behold, it was corrupt;
¢ for all flefb had corrupted his way upon
the earth.  And it repented the Lord
that he had made man on the earth, and

it grieved bim at bis heart X2 Thisias
a picture of mankind befor
the do@rine receives add
tion in Scripture, when it fpeaks of the
times which followed after that tremen-
dous judgment had taken place.. The.
Pfalms abound in lamentations on the de-

the flood ; and

ional confirma-

# Genefis, vi.

53 pravity
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pravity of man. <« They are 2/l gone
< afide ; there is none that doeth good, no
‘¢ not ong.”’—* In 2hby fight,” fays David,
addreffing the Moft High, ¢ fhall 7o man
;g be juftified.” Job, in hic ufual
lofty ftrain of interrogation, afks, ¢ What
“is man that he fhould be clean, and he
“ that is born of a woman that he fhould
“ be righteous ? Behold the heavens are

<

not clean in His fight, how much more
< abominable and filthy is man, who
¢ drinketh iniquity like water 2

Nor do the Scriptures fpeak of this cor-
ruption- as arifing only from occafional
temptation, or from mere extrinfic caufes,
‘The wife man tells us, that ¢ foolithnefs is
“ bound up in the beart of a child :” the
prophet Jeremiah affures us, ¢ the bears is
« deceitful above all things, and defpe-
< rately wicked :”” and David plainly ftates
the doctrine: ¢ Behold, I was fhapen in
¢ iniquity, and in fin did my mother con-
¢ ceive me,” Can language be more ex-
plicit ?
The
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The New Teftament corroborates the
Old. Our Lord’s reproof of Peter feems
%o take the doétrine for granted : « Thou
« favoureft not the things that be of God
<« but thofe that be of man ;> clearly inti-
mating, that the ways of man are oppofite
1o the ways of God. And our Saviour, in
that affecting difcourfe to his difciples,
obferves to them that, as they were by his
grace made different from others, therefore
they muft expett to be hated by thofe
who were fo unlike them. . And it thould
be particu]arly obferved, as another proof
that the world is wicked, that our Lord
confidered ¢ the world” as oppofed to him
and to his difciples. ¢ Tf ye were of the

<world, the world would love its own 3
« but T have chofenyou out of the world,
« therefore the world hateth you*.” St.
John, writing to his Chriftian church,
Tates the fame truth: © We know that
« we are of God, and the whole world
« Jieth in wickednefs.”

* John, xv. 19

S 4 Man
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Man in his natural and unbelieving ftate
is likewife reprefented as in a ftate of guilf,
and under the difpleafure of Almighty
God. He that believeth not the Son
< fhall not fee life ; but the wrath of God
< abideth on him.”

Here, however, if it be objected, that
the heathen who never heard of the Gofpel
will not afiuredly be Jjudged by it ; the Sa-
s anfwer to fiuch curious inquirers

concerning the ftate of others is, « Strive
“to enter in at the frajr gate.” It is
enough for us to believe that God will
idge all men according to their Opportu-
nities.  But with whatever mercy he may
judge thofe w ho, living in a land of dark -
nefs, are without knowledge of his re-
vealed law, our bufinefs is not with them,
but with ourfelves. It is our bufinefs to

confider what mercy he will extend to

thofe who,

living in a Chriftian country,
abounding with means and  ordinances,

where the Gofpel is preached in its pu-

rity ;
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rity ; it is our bufinefs to inquire how he
will deal with thofe who thut their eyes to
its beams, who clofe their ears to its
truths. Foranunbeliever, whohas pafied
his life in the meridian of Scripture light,
or for an outward but unfruitful profeffor
of Chriftianity, I know not what hope the
Gofpel holds out.

The natural flate of man is again thus
defcribed : ¢ The carnal mind is enmity
< againft God ; (awful thought!) for it
<€ is not fubject to the law of G

neither
< indeed can be. So then they that are
< in the fleth cannot pleafe God.” What
the Apoftle means by being in the flefb,
is evident by what follows ; for fpeak-
ing of thofe whofe hearts were changed by
Divine grace, he fays, « But ye are nozin
< the flefh, but in the fpirity if fo be that
« the Spirit of God dwell in you :” that is,
you are now not in your natural ftate : the
change  that has pafied on your minds by
the influence of the Spirit of God is fo
great, that your ftate may properly be
called




266 HUMAN CORRUPTION.

called being in the fpirit. It may be fur-
ther obferved that the fame Apoftle, writ-
ing to the churches of Galatia, tells them,
that the natural corruption of the human
heart is conti oppofing the fpirit of
holinefs which influences the regenerate.
< The flefh lufteth againft the fpirit, and
< the {pirit againft the fleth, and thefe are
 contrary the one to the other :” which
paffage by the way, at the fame time that
it proves the corr

iption of the heart,

proves the neceflity of divine influences.
And the Apoftle, with refpet to himfelf,
freely confefles and deeply laments the
workings of this corrupt principle: « O
« wretched man that I am !”” &c.

It has been objected by fome who have
oppofed this doctrine, that the fame Scr ip-
tures which fpeak of mankind as being
JSinners, fpeak of fome as being righteous ;
and hence they would argue, that though
this depravity of human nature may
be general, yet it cannot be univerfal.
This obje&ion, when examined, ferves
only,
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only, like all other objections againft the
truth, to eftablifh that which it wasin=
tended to deftroy. For what do the
Scriptures affert refpeéting the righteous ?
That there are fome whofe principles,
views, and condu&, are fo different from
the reft of the world, and from what theirs
themfelves once were, that thefe perfons
are honoured with the peculiar title of the
« fons of God.” But no where do the
Scriptures affert that even thefe are finlefs 5
on the contrary their faulis are frequently
mentioned ; and perfons of this clafs are
moreover reprefented as thofe on whom a
great change has paft: as having been for~
merly  dead in trefpaffes and fins;” but
as  being now called out of darknefs into
< light ;" as  tranflated into the kingdom
<« of God’s dear Son ;" as « having pa/fed
« from death to life.”  And St. Paul put
this matter paft all doubt, by exprefly
afferting, that “ they were all by nature
¢ the children of wrath even as others.”

! It
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It might be well to afk certain perfons
who oppofe the do&rine in queftion, and
who alfo feem to talk as if they thought
there were many finlefs people in the
world, how they expe@ that fuch finlefs
people will be faved ? (though indeed to
talk of an innocent perfon being faved is a
palpable contradiction in te

ms ; it is talk-
3 of curinga man already in health.)
“ Undoubtediy,”

fuch will fay, <« they
> received into thofe abodes of blifs
“ prepared for the righteous.”—But be it

remembered; there is but one wayto thefe
ful abodes, and that i is, through Jefus
Chrift: « For there is none other name
“ given among men whereby we muft be
 faved.” If we afk whom did Chrift come -
to fave ? the Scripture direétly anfiers,
“ He came into the world to fave fin-
¢ mers :”—< His name was called Jefus,
he came to fave his people from
“ their fins.” When St. John was favoured
with a heavenly vifion, he tells us, that he
beheld ¢ a great multitude which no man
<« could
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6y
& could number, of all nations, and kin-
<« dred, and people, and tongues, ftanding
<« before the throne, and before the Lamb,
<« clothed with white robes:” that one of
the heavenly inhabitants informed him
who they were: < Thefe are they who
<« come out of great tribulation
« wathed their robes, and made them
<« white in the blood of the Lamb ; there-
<« fore are they before the throne of God,
< and ferve Him day and night in his
<« Temple; and He that ficteth on the
¢ throne fhall dwel
< fhail hunger no more, neither thirft
« any more, neither fhall the fun light
<« on them, nor any heat; for the Lamb
<« which is in the midft of them fhall
« feed them, and fhall lead them to living
< fountains of waters, and God fhall wipe

and have

among them ; they

< away all tears from their eyes.”

We may gather from this defcription
what thefe glorious and happy beings once
were: they were /inful creatures: their
robes were not /potlefs:  They had wajbed

<« them,
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¢ them, and made them white in the
“ blood of the Lamb.” They are likewife
generally reprefented as having been once
nffering puoh]c : thcy came out of gr

overcome the great tempter o( nm]klnd
“ by the blood of the Lamb*:” as they
who ¢ follow the Lamb wherefoever he

“ goeth :” as « redeemed f

n among
“ment.” And their employnsent in the re-
gions of blifs is a farther confirmation of
the doérine of which we are tr X
« The great multitude,” &c. &ec. we are
told, ¢ ftood and cried with a loud voice,
¢ Salvation to our God, who fitteth upo

§¢ the e, and to the Lamb !”” Here we
be their falvation to Chrift;
and confequently their prefent happinefs to

fee they

his atoning blood.. And in another of their

celeltial anthems, they fay in like manner ¢
¢ Thou watt {lain, and haft redeemed us
“ to God by Thy blood, out of every kin-

* Rev. xil, 14. + Rev. xiv. 4.
¢ dred,
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« dred, and tongue, and people, and
<. nation *.”

By all this it is evident, that men of
any other defcription than redzemed finners
muft gain admittance to heaven fome other
way than that which the Scriptures point
out; and alfo that when they fhall arrive
there, fo different will be their employ-
ment, that they muft have an anthem pe-
culiar to themfelves.

Nothing is more adapted to « the caft-
<« ing down of hi

promote humility, than this reflection, that

>h im

sinations,” and to

heaven is always in Scripture pointed out
not as the reward of the innocent, but as
the hope of the penitent.  This, while it
is calculated to « exclude boafting,” the
temper the moft oppofite to the Gofpel, is
yet the moft fuired to afford comfort ; for
were heaven promifed as the reward of
innocence, who could attain to it? but
being, as it is, the promifed portion of
faith and repentance, who is compelled to
mifs it?
* Rev. vi g

Ic
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d that the belief of this do@rine

<,fz,n:-c<>yrup[inn produces many ill effc Sk,
and therefore it fhould be difcouraged.—
That it does ot produce thofe iil effeétsy

when not o

>od or parti,

ly repre-
to thow : at the

fame time lct it be obfe

rved, if it be really

true we muft not reject it on account of

any of

cfe fuppofed ill-confequenc

‘Truth n be attended with -d

truth it muft

be pur
ould exift
the dif:

ued. If; for inftance; treafon

Y, every one know:

2€ts which will foll

iction ; but our st 4

a cony.

ch treafon to exif not prevent fuch

it ; on the contrary, our

confi

quences.

objected, that ¢

ne debafes

nan nature, and
with th

building i

To the
it may be re-
marked, that if man be really a corrupt,

finding fault with t
firft part of this obj

fallen
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fallen being, it is proper to reprefent him
as fuch: the fault then lies in the man, and
not in the dofrine, which only ftates the
truth.  As to the inference which is fup-
pofed to follow, namely, that it throws
the fault upon the Creator, it proceeds
upon the falfe fuppofition that man’s
prefent corrupt ftate is the ftate in which
he was originally created : and alfo that
God has left him unavoidably to perifh
init, whereas although “in Adam we die,
¢ in Chrift we fhall be made alive.”

1t is likewife objected, thatas thisdoc-
trine muft give us fuch a bad opinion of
mankind, it muft confequently produce
ill-will, hatred, and {ufpicion. - But it
fhould be remembered, that it gives us
no worfe an opinion of other men than it
gives us of ourfelves ; fuch views of our-
felves ‘have a very falutary effed, inaf-
much as they have a tendency to produce
humility ; and humility is not likely ta
produce ill-will to others, ¢ for oply
# from pride cometh contentign;” and #s

yoL. 11, T tQ



293 HUMAN CORRUPTION,

to the views it gives us of mankind, it
reprefents us as fellow-fufférers ; and furely
the confideration that we are companions
in mifery is not calculatéd to produce
hatred. The truth is, thefe effects have
attually followed from a falfe and partial
view of the ‘fubjeét.

Old perfons who have feen much of
the world, and who have little religion,
are apt to be firong in their belicf of
man’s actual corruption; but not taking
it up on Chriftian grounds, this belief in
them fhows itfelf 1n a narrow and malig-
nant temper; in uncharitable judgment,
and harth opinions.

Sufpicion and hatred alfo are the ufes
to which Rochefaucault and the other
French philofophers have converted this
do&rine : their acute minds intuitively
found the corruption of man, and they
faw it without its concomitant and cor-
refting doétrine: they allowed man ta
be adepraved creature, but difallowed his
high original: they found him in a low
ftate,
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ftate, but did not conceive of him as hav-
ing fallen from a better. They reprefent
jim rather as a brute than an apoftate;
not taking into the account that his pre-
fent degraded nature and depraved facul-
ties are not his original ftate: that he is
not fuch as he came out of the hands of
his Creator, but fuch as he has been made
by fin. Nor do they know that he has
st even now loft all remains of his pri-
mitive dignity, but" is flill eapable of &
reftoration more glorious -

Than is dreamt of in their philofophy.

Perhaps, too, they know from what they
feel, all the evil to which man is inclined 3
but they do not know, for they have
1ot felt, all the good of which he is capa-
ple by the fuperinduction of the djvine
principle : thus they afperfe human nature
inftead of reprefenting it fairly, and in fo
doing it is zhey who calumpiate the great
Creatar.

Thy

|
=
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The do@rine of corruption is likewife
accufed of being a gloomy, difcouraging
doctrine, and an enemy to joy and com-
fort. - Now fuppofe this ebjection truein
its fulleft extenit. = Is it any way unreafon=
able that a being fallen into a ftate of fin,
under the difpleafure of Almighty God,
thould feel ferioufly alarmed at being in
fuch a ftate? Is the condemned criminal
blamed becaufe he is not merry?  And
would it be efteemed a kind action to per-
fuade him that he is #ot condemped in
order to make him fo?

But this charge is ot true in the fenfe
intended by thofe who bring it forward,
Thofe who believe this doctrine are noz
the moft gloomy people.  When, indeed,
any one by the influence of the Holy
Spirit is brought to view his ftate as it
really is, a ftate of guilt and danger, it
is natural that fear fhould be excited in
his mind, but it is fuch a fear as impels
him “ to flee from the wrath to come:”
it is fuch a fear as moved Noah to * pre-
“ pare
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s¢ pare an ark to the faving of his houfe.”
Such an one will likewife feel forrow; not
however “ the forrow of the world which
« worketh death,” but that godly forrow
which worketh repentance: fuchan one
is in a proper ftate to receive the glorious
do@rinewe arenext about to contemplate;
namely,

FHAT GOD '§0 LOVED THE WORLD,
THAT HE GAVE HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN
SON, THAT WHOSOEVER BELIEVED ON
HIM SHOULD NOT PERISH, BUT HAVE
EVERLASTING LIFE.

Of this doctrine it is of the laft import-
ance to form juft views, for ‘as it is the
only doétrine which can keep the humble
penitent from defpair, fo, on the “other
hand, great care muft be taken that falfe
views of it do not lead us to prefumption.
1n order to underftand it rightly, we muft
not fill our minds with our own reafon-

T3 ings
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ings upon ity which is the way in whicli
fomé good people have been mifted, but
weniuft betake ourfelves to the Scriptures,
wherein we thall find ‘the ‘doctrine ftated
fo plainly ds to fhew that' the miftakes
havé not arifen from & want  of; clear-
nefs in’ the feriptures; but! from a defire
to makeitbend to forme favourite notions.
While it has been rejected by fome, it has
been fo mutilated by others, as hardly
toretain any refemblance to the Scripture
doctrine of redemption.. We are told in
the beautiful paflage laft quoted 725 fource,
~~thelove of God to a loft world :—1w/s
the Redeemer was—the: Son. of God:—
the exd for which this plan was formed and
executed.~—* That whofoever believed in
“ him: thould not perifh, but have ever-
“laftinglife.”” There is nothing furelyinall
this to promote -gloominefs: If kindnefs
and mercy have 4 tendency to win.and
warm the heart; here is every incentive to
Jjoy and cheerfulnefs; Chriftianity looks
kindly towards all, and with peculiar ten-
dernefs on fuch,’ as, from humbling views
9 of
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of their own unworthinefs, might be
led to fancy. themfelves excluded:i—we
ate ‘exprefily told, that < Chrift died for
& 411’ —that “ he tafted death for every
« man "—that * he died for the fins of the
< qwjole world” Accordingly . he ihas
communded  that his Gofpel fhould be
« preached to every rreature ;7 which 13
in effet declaring that not a fingle hu=
man being is excluded: for to preach
the Gofpel is to offer a Saviour :—and
the Saviour in the plaineft language offers
himfelf to all,—declaring to ¢ all the
« ends of the earth”— look unto me
« and be faved.” It is thercfore an un-
deniable truth, that no one will perith
for want of a Saviour, but for rejef-
ing him.

But to fuppofe that becanfe Chrift has
died for the « fins of the whole world,” the
whole world will therefore be Joved, is a
moftfatal miftake : in the fame book which
tells us that  Chrift died for all,” we have
Likewife this awful admonition ; ¢ Strait is

T 4 5 the
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“the gate, and few there be that find i3
which, whether it be underfiond of the im-
mediate reception of the Gofpel; or of the
final ufewhich was toolikely to be made of
it, gives no encouragement to hope that
will entitle themfelves to.its reward. And
whilft it declares that “there is no other
“ name whereby we. may- be faved but
“ the name of Jefus;” it likewife declares

THAT “ WITHOUT HOLINESS NO MAN
“ SHALL SEE THE LORD.”

It is much to be feared that fome, 1n
their zeal to defend the Gofpel dotrines
of free grace, have materially injured the
Gofpel dorine of holinefs: ftating, that
Chrift has done all in fuch a fenfe, as that
there is nothing left for us to do.—Bet
do the Scriptures hold out this language?
=~ Come, for all things are teady,” is
the Gofpel call; in which we may obferve,
that at the fame time that it tells us that
all
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%31l things are ready,” it nevertheles
tells us that we muft * come.” Food be-
ing provided for us will not benefit us
except we partake of it.—It will not avail
us that * Chrift our paffover is facrifired
“ for us,” unlefs “we kéep the feaft.”—
We muft makeife of * the fountain which
« is opened,” if we would be purified.
< All, indeed, who are-athipft ate invited
« to take of the waters of life freely;” but
if we feel no  thirffs” if we do not
drink, their faving qualities are of nd
avail.

It is the moré neceffary to infift on this
in the prefent day, as there is a worldly
and fathionable, as well as a low and fec-
tarian Antinomiani(m: there limentably
prevails in the world an unwarranted
affurance of Salvation, founded on a flight,
vague, and general confidence in what
Chrift has done and fuffered for us, as if
the great object of his doing and fuffering
“had been to emancipate #s from all obliga~
tions to duty and obedience; and a5 -if,

becaufe
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becaufe he died' for finners, we might
therefore fafely and comfortably go on to
live in fin, contenting ourfelves with now
and then a tranfient, formal, and unmean-
ing avowal of our unworthinefs; our ob-
ligation, and. the- all-fufficiency of /it
atonement. . By this quit-rent, of which
all the coft confifts in the acknowledg-
ment, the fenfual, the worldly, and the
vain, hope to find a refuge in heaven, when
diiven from theenjoyments of this world:
But this indolent Chriftianity is no where
taught in the Bible. ' The faith inculcats
ed tere is not a lazy, profeffional faith,
but that faith which “ produceth obedi-
* ence,” that faith which ¢ worketh by
“love,” that faith of which the practi-
cal language is—“Strive that you may
* enter ins”—%So run that you may
* obtain;”"— So _fighs that you may
“lay hold on eternal life :”—that faith
which dire&s us “not to be weary in
* well doing;”—which fays, “HWork out
* your own falvation:”—never forgetting
at
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&t the fame time “that itis God which
s wotketh in us both to will and to do:” —
Are thofe rich fupplies of grace which
the Gofpel offers; are thofe abundant
aids of the fpirit which it promifes, ten-
dered to the flothful #—No.—God will
have all his gifts improved. Grace muft
be ufed, or it will be withdrawn. The
Almighty thinks it not derogatory to hig
that *thofe only

free grace to de
# who do his commandments have right
% 16 the tree of life.” And the Scriptures
reprefent it as_not derogatory to the facri-
fice of Chrift, to follow his example in well=
doing. The only caution Is, that we
muft not work in our own ftrength, tior
bring in our contribution of works as if
in aid of the fuppofed deficiency of His
imerits.

For we muft not ih our over-cautior
fancy, that becaufe Chrift has * redeemed
& ys from the curfe of the law;” we are
therefore without alaw: Inacknowledg-
ing Chrift asa deliverer, we muft not for~

get
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get that he is a law giver too, and that
we are exprefily commanded “to fulfil the
“ law of Chrift:” if then we with to know
what his laws are, we muft “fearch the
* Scriptures,” efpecially the New Tefta
ment; there we thall find him' declaring

THE ABSOLUTE NECESSITY OFACHANGE
OF HEART AND LIFE;

‘Our Saviour fays, that “ except a man be
“ born again, he cannot fee the kingdom
“of God:” that it is not a mere ac-
knowledging His authority, calling him
“ Lord, Lord,” that will avail any thing,
except we po what He commands: that
any thing fhort of this is like a man build-
ing his houfe upon the fands, which, when
the ftorms come on, will certainly fall.
In like manner the Apoftles are continu-
ally enforcing the neceffity of this change,
which they defcribe under the various names

.

of « the new man*;”—< the new crea=

fians, iv. 24. i
Brest
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« ture* ;'— a transformation into the
« image of God {;"—“a participation
« of the divine nature {.” Nor is this
change reprefented as confifting merely
ip a change of religious opinions ; nor in
exchanging grofs fins for thofe which are
more fober and reputable; nor in re-
nouncing the fins of youth, and affuming
thofe of
in leaving off evil practices becaufe men

quieter period of life; nor

are grown tired of them, or find they
injure their credit, health, or fortune ; nor
does it confiftininoffenfivenefsand obliging
manners, nor indeed in any merely onrward
reformation.
But the change confifts in “ being
« renewed in the fpirit of our minds;”
in being ¢ conformed to the image of the
« Son of God;” in being ¢ called out of
s darknefs Tnto His marvellous light.”
And the whole of this great change, its
beginning, progrefs, and final accomplith-
# Galatians, vi. 15. 4 2 Covintbians, xiis
4 2 Petery i, 4.
ment,
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ment, for it is reprefented as a gradyal
change, is aferibed to

THE INFLUENCES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT,

We are perpetually reminded of our
ntter inability to help ourfelves, that we
may fet the higher value on thofe gracious
aids which are held out to us. We are
taught that “we are not fufficient to z4ink
“any thing as of ourfelves, but our
¢ fufficiency is of God.” And when we
are told that ¢ if we live after the fleth, we
¢ fhall die,”” we are at the fame time re,
sninded, that it is ¢ through the fpirs that
¢ we muft morfifiy the deeds of the body.”
We are likewife cautioned that we * grieve
# not the Holy Spirit of Gad :* that we
# quench not the Spirit,” By all which
expreffions, and many others of like im~
port, we are taught that, while we are to
aferibe with humble gratitude every good
thought, word, and work, to the influence

of
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of the Holy, Spirit, we ate not to look on
fuchhinflences as' fuperfeding our. own
exertions: and it is plain that we may re-
ject the gracious offers of affiftance, fince
atherwife there would be no occafion to
caution us #o to do it. The Scriptures
have illuftrated this initerms which are
familiar indeed, but which are therefore
only the more condefcending and  ens
dearing. ¢ Behold, I ftand at the door
¢ and knock.  If any man hear my voice
# and open the door, T will come in to
« him, and will fup with him, and he
« with me.”> Obferve, it is not faid if
any man will not liften to me, T will force
open the door.  But if we refufe admit-
tance to fuch a gueft, we muft abide by
the confequences.

"This fublime do&uine. of divine affift-
ance is the more to be prized, not only on
account of our own helplefinefs, but from
the additional confideration of the power-
ful adverfary with whom the Chriftian has
to contend : an article of our faith by the

way,
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way, which is' growing into general dift
repute among the politer claffes of fo-
clety. Nay, there is a kind of ridicule
attached to the very fuggeftion of the
fubject, as if it were exploded on full proof
of its being an abfolute abfurdity, utterly
repugnant to the liberal pirit of an en-
lightened age.  And it requires no fmall
neatnefs of expreffion and periphraftic
ingenuity to get the very mention tole-
vated.—1 mean the Scripture doctrine of the
exifience and power of our great [piritual
enemy. It is confidered by the fathionable
feepticasa vulgar invention, which ought
tobe banifhed with the beliefin dreams,and
ghofts,and witcheraft :—by the fathionable

Chriftian, asan ingenious allegory, but not

as a literal truth ; and by almoft all, as a

doétrine which, when it happens to be in-

troduced at Church, has at leaft nothing

to do with the pews, but is by common

confent made over to the aifles, if indced

# mutt be retained at all.

May
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May 1, with great humility and refpect,
prefume to fuggeft to ourdivines that they
would do well not tolend theircountenance
to thefe modifh curtailments of the Chrif-
tian faith ; nor to fhun the introduéion of
this doctrine when it confifts with' their
fubje& to bring it forward. = A truth
which is feldom brought before the eye,
imperceptibly grows lefs and lefs impor-
tant ; and if it be an unpleafing truth,
we grow more and more reconciled to its
abfence, till at length its intrufion be-
comes offénfive, and we learn in the
end to renounce what we at firft only
negleéted. Becaufe fome coarfe and rant-
ing enthufiafts have been fond of ufing
tremendous terms with a violence and
frequency, which’ might make it feem
to be a gratification to them to denounce
judgments and anticipate torments, can
their coarfenefs or vulgarity make a true
dottrine falfe, or an important one tri-
fling? If fuch preachers have given offence
by their uncouth manner of managing an

VOL. 11, v awiyl




290 ON THE EXISTENCE, &c.

awful dotrine, that indeed furnifhes z
caution to treat the fubject more difcreet~
Iy, but it is 10 juft reafon for avoiding the
doctrine.  For to keep a truth out of
fight becaufe it has been abfurdly handled
or ill-defended, might in time be affigned
as a reafon for keeping back, one by one,
every doctrine of our holy Chureh ; for
which: of them has not had imprudent
advocates or weak champions ?

Be it remembered that the dotrine
in queftion is not only interwoven by al,
lufion, implication, or dire® affertion
throughout the whole Scripture, but that
it ftands prominently perfonified at the
opening of the New as well as the Old
Teftament. The devil’s temptation of our
Lord, in which he is not reprefented fi-
guratively, but vifiblyand palpably, ftands
on the fame ground of authority with
other events which are received without,
fepugnance. = And it may not be an un-
ufeful obfervation to remark, that the very
sefufing to believe inan evil {pirit,may be.

4 €on-
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confidered as one of his own {uggeltions 5
for there is:ndt a more dangerousillufion
than te bélieve ourfelves out of the reach
of illufions, for 2 more alarming tempta=
tion: than te fancy that we are not liable
to bie tempted.

But the dark ¢loud raifed by this docx
trine will bedifpelled by the cheering cer<
tainty. that our bléffed Saviour having
hirnfelf . ¢ been, tempted like as we are; i3
¥ able to. deliver thofe who are tempted.””

But to return—From this imperfect
fketch we may fee how {uitable the religion
of Chrift is to fallen man | How exacily
it meets evety want | No one needs now
perith becaufle li¢ is a finner, provided he
be willing to forfake his fins; for * Jefus
« Chrift came into the wofld to fave fins
% ners . and. “ He is now exalted to be
<« g Prince and a Saviour; to give repent=
« ande and forgivenefs of fin.” Which
paflage, be it obfeived, may be confidered
as [pointing dut to us the erder in whick
he Beftows his bleflings ; he gives firft re=
pentance, and then forgivenefs.

vz We
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We maylikewife fee how much thecha-
racter of a true Chriftianfifes above every
other : that there is a wholenefs, an inte-
grity, a completenefs in the Chriftian cha-
racter : that a few natural, pleafing qualis
ties, not caft in the.mould of the Gofpel,
are but as beautiful fragments; or: well-
turned fingle limbs, which for want of
that beauty which arifes from the propor-
tion of parts, for want of that conneétion
of the members with the living head, are of
littlecomparative excellence. - There may
be amiable qualities which' are not' Chrifs
tian graces: and the Apoftle, after enu-
merating every feparate articlé of attack
or defence with which a Chriftian warrior
is to be accoutred, fums up the matter
by direéting that we put on “ the whole
* armour of' God.” And this completenefs
is infifted on by all the Apoftles. One
prays that his converts may * ftand per-
S fect and complete in the whole will of
“God:” another enjoins that they be

“ perfect and entire, wanting nothing.”
9 : Now
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Now weare not to fuppofe that they ex-
pected any convert to be without faults ;
they knew too well the conftitution of the
human heart ; but Chriftians’ muft have
‘nofault in their principle; their viewsmuft
be dire&, their propoefed fekeme. muft be
faultlefs ;. their /ntention’ muft be fingle;
their ffandard muft be lofty ; their objeé?
muft be right ; their © mark muft be the
¢ high calling of God in Chrift Jefus.”—
There muft be no aflowed- evil,  no war-
ranted defetion, no tolerated impurity.
Though they do not rife as high as they
ought, noras they wifh, in the fcale of per-
fection, yet the fcale itfelf muft be corred,
and the defire of afcending perpetual :
they muft count the degrees they have al-
ready attained as nothing.. Every grace
muft be kept in exercife, conquefts once
made over ‘an evil propenfity muft not -
only be maintained but.extended. - And
in truth, - Chriftianity fo comprifes con-
trary, and as it may be thought irrecon-
cileable excellences, that thofe which feem
¥ 3 fo
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. fo incompatible as to be incapable by na«

ture of being inmates of the {ame breaft,
are almoft’ neceffarily involyed in the
Chriftian charaéter.

Forinftance; Chriftianity requires that
our faith be at once fervent and fobér ;
that ourlove be both ardent and lafting ;
that our patience be not only heroi¢ but
gentle : fhe demands dauntles zegl and

‘genuine humility ; active fervicés and

complete {elf-renpnciation ; high attain-
ments in goodnefs, with deep confeioufs

“nefs of defect ; courage in reproving, and

meeknefs in bearing reproof ; a quick
perception of what is finful ; with a
willingnefs to forgive the offender ; ative
virtue ready to do all, and paflive vir-

“tue ready to besr all—We muft ftretch

every faculty in the fervicg of our Lord,
and yer bring every thoyght into obe-
dience to Him; while we aim to live
in the exercife of every Chriftian grace,
we muft account ourfelves unprofit-
able fervants; we muft firive for the

“erown, yet receive it as a giff, and then

lay
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lay it at our Mafter’s feet: while we are
bufily trading in the world with our
Lord’s talents, we muft  commune with
< our heart, and be ftill:” while we ftrive
to prattice the pureft difintereftednefs,
we muft be contented though we meet
with felfithnefs in return ; and whilelay-
ing out our lives for the good of mar-
kind, we muft fubmit to reproach with-
out murmuring, and to ingratitude with-
out refentment. ~ And to render us equal
to all thefe fervices, Chriftianity beftows
not only the precept, but the power {he-
does what the great poet of Ethics la-
mented that Reafon could not do, * fhe
«Jends us arms as well as rules.”

For here, if not the worldly and the
timid; but the humble and the well-
difpofed fhould demand with fear and
trembling, « Who is fufficient for thefe
« things ?” Revelation makes its own
reviving anfwer ;. My grace is fufficient
# for thee.””

v 4 It
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It will be well here to diftinguifh that
there are two forts of Chriftian profeffors,
one of which affeét to fpeak of Chrif-
tianity as if it were a mere {yftem of doc-
trines, with little reference to their influ-
ence on life and manners; while the other
confider it as exhibiting a {cheme of hu-
man duties independent on its docrines.
For.though the latter fort may admit the
doétrines, yet they contemplate them as a
feparate and difconnected fet of opinions,
tather than as an influential principle of
action.—In violation of that beautiful
harmony which {ubfifts in every part of
Scripture between practice and belief,
the religious world furnifhes two forts of
people, who feem to enlift themfelves, as
if in oppofition, under the banners of
Saint Paul and Saint James, as if thofe
twogreat champions of the Chriftian caufe
had fought for two mafters, Thofe who
affect refpectively to be- the difciples of
each, treat faith and works as if they
were oppofite interefts, inftead of in-
feparable
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feparable points. Nay, they go farther;
and fet Saint Paul at variance with him-,
felf.

Now inftead of reafoning on. the point,
let us refer to the Apoftle in queftion, who,
definitively fettles the difpute. TheApof-
tolical order and method in . this refpect
deferve notice and imitation ; for it is ob~
fervable that. the carlier parts of moft: of
the Epiftles abound in. the dofrines of
Chyriftianity, while thofe latter chapters,
which wind up the fubje, exhibit all the
duties which grow out of them, as the na-
tural and neceffary producions of fuch
2 living root. Bul this alternate mention

of dotrine and  practice,  which feemed
likely to unite, has on the contrary formed,
a fort of line of feparation between thefe
two orders of believers, and introduced
2 broken and mutilated fyftem.. . Thofe
who would make Chriftianity confift of
do&rines only, dwell, for inftance, on the
firft eleven chapters of the Epiftle to the,
Romans, as: containing, exclufively. the
fum
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fam and fubftance of the Gofpel. While
the mere moralifts, who wifh to firip Chrift
tianity of her lofty and appropriate attri-
butes, delight to dwell on the telfth
chapter, which is a table of duties, as ex-
clufively as if the preceding chapters made
no part of the facred Canton. But Paul
Kimfelf, who was at leaft as found a theo-
logian as any of his commentators, fettles
the matter another way, by making the
duties of the twelfth grow out of the doc-
trines of the antecedent eleven, juft as -
any other confequence grows out of its
ceufe. And asifhe fufpedted that the
indivifible union between them might
pofiibly be overlooked, he links the two
diftin& divifions together by a logical
“® therefore,” with which the twelfth be-
gins =—< T befeech’ you terefore,” (that
15, as the effe&t of all I have been inculcat-
mg,) ““that you prefent your bodies 1 liv-
¢ ing facrifice, aceeptable to God,” &c.
and then goes on to enforce on them, as-
 confequence of what hehad beenpreach-
ing,
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ing, the practice of every Chriftian virtue.
This combined view of the fubjet feems,
on the one hand, to be the only means of
preventing the {ubftitution of Pagan mo-
rality for Chriflian holinefs ; and on the
other, of fecuring the leading do@rine of
juftification by faith, from the dreadful
danger of Antinomian licentioufnefs ;
everyhuman obligation being thusgrafted
on the living ftock of a divine principle.



CHAP X%
On the duty and efficacy’ of prayer,

I is not propofed to- enter largely ori
a topic which Has been” exhaufted by
the ableft pens: 'But ‘as“4” work of this
nature feems to require that fo important
a fubje& fhould not be overlooked, it
isintended to notice in a flight manner a
few of thofe many difficulties and popular
objections which are brought forward
againft the ufe and efficacy of prayer,
even by thofe who would be unwilling
to be fufpected of impiety and unbelief,
There is a clafs of objectors  who
flrangely profefs to withhold homage from
the Moft High, not out of contempt,
but reverence. They affe® to confider
the ufe of prayer as derogatory to the
omnifcience of God, afferting that it looks

as
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as if we thought he ftood in need of being
informed of our wants; and as derogatory
to his goodncfs, as implying that he needs
tobe put in:mind of them.

But is it, not enough forfuch poor
frail beings as we are to know, that God
himfelf dees. mot confider prayer as des
rogatory &ither to his wifdom. -or, good=
nefs 2-And. fhall we ere&t ourfelves info
judges of what -is confiftent  with the
attributes of. Hinm- before whom  angels
fall proftrate with felf-abafement? Will
he thank fuch defenders of his attributes,
who, while they profefs, to. reyerence,
feruple not _ to; difobey him 2 It ought
rather to be viewed as a great .encourager,
ment to,prayer, that we are addreffing
a Being, who knows our wants better than

we can expréfs them, and whofe prevent-
ing goodnefs is always ready to relieve
them.

It is objefted by another clafs, and
on the fpecious ground of humility too,
though we do not always find the objector

him-
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himfelf quite as humble as his plea, that
it is arrogant in fuch infignificarit beings
as we are'to prefume to lay our petty
neceflities beforé the Great and Glorious
God, who' caihot be expeéted to condes
feend to the multitude of trifiing and even
interfering requefts which are brought be+
fore hint by his creaturés. Thefe and fucl
like objec¥ions aife from theah and. yad
worthy thoughts of the Great Creator. It
feettis as if thofe who make: theny confi«
dered the Moft High as * fuch an one as
« themfelves > a Being, who cn perform
a certain quantity of | bufinefs; but whe
would be overpowered with an additional
quantity. ' Orat beft, isit fot confidering
theA]mightyiu tlie light,niot ofan infinite
God, but of a great man, of a minifter, or
a kihg, who, while he fuperintends great
and hational concerns, is obliged “to neg-
le@ fmall and individual petitions; be<
caufe he cannot fpare that' leifure and
dttention which fuffice for cvery thing
Theydo not confider him as that infinitely*
glorious-
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glotious Being who, while he beholds at
ongce all that is doing in heaven and
earth, is at the fame time as attentive
to the prayer of the poor deftitute, as
prefeat to the forrowful fighing of the pri-
foner, as if thefe forlorn creatures were
the objects of his undivided attention.

Thefe critics, who are for fparing the
Supreme Being the trouble of our prayers,
and, if Imay fo {peak without profanenefs,
would relieve:Omnipotence of part of his
burden, by affigning to his care only
fuch a portion as may be more eafily ma-
naged, feem to have no conception of his
attributes.

They forget that infinite wifdom puts
him as eafily within reach of all know-
ledge, as infinite power does of all per-
formance: that he is a Being in whofe
plans complexity makes no difficulty, and
multiplicity no confufion : that to ubi-
quity diftance does not exift; that to
infinity fpace is annihilated 5 that paft,
prefent, and future, ate difcerned more-

accuyately
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accurately at onc glance of his eye, to

whom a thoufand years ‘are  as one day,
than a fingle moment of time ora ﬁngle
point-of [pace can be by ours.

To ! the other part of ‘the objection
founded on thefuppofed-interference (that
15, irreconcileablenefs) of one man’s peti-
ions with' thofe of ‘another, this anfiver
feems to fuggeft itfelf: firft, that we muft
take care that when we afk, we do not “afk
“¢.amifs;” that, for inftance, we afk ct hiefly,
and inanunqualified manner, only for {pi~
zitual bleflings to ourfeives and others ;
and in.doing this the prayer of one’ man
camnot interfere with that of . another,
Next, in atking for temporal and inferior
bleflings, we muft gqualify our petition
even though it fhould extend to deliver-
ance from the fevereft pains, or to our very

life itfelf, according to that example of
our Saviour: . Father, if it be poffible,
* let this cup pafs from me. Neverthe-
“ Iefs, nat -my will, but thine, be done.”
By thus qualifying our prayer, we  exer-
cife
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cife ourfelves in an aft of refignation to
God ; we profefs not 1o with what will
interfere with his benevolent plan, and
yet we may hope by prayer to fecure the
blefiing fo far as it is confiftent with it.
Perhaps the reafon why this objection to
prayer is fo ftrongly felt, is the too great
difpofition to pray for merely temporal
and worldly bleflings, and to defire them
in the moft unqualified manner, not fub-
mitting to be without them, even though
the granting them fhould be inconfiftent
with the general plan of Providence.
Another clafs continue to bring for-
ward, as pertinacioufly as if it had never
been anfwered, the exhaufted argument,
that feeing God is immutable, no petitions
of ours can ever change Him : that events
themfelves being fettled in a fixed and
unalterable courfe, and bound in a fatal
neceflity, it is folly to think that we can
difturb the eftablifhed laws of the univerf¢,
or interrupt the courfe of Providence by
our prayers: and that it is abfurd to fup-
VOL. IT X % pofe
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pofe thefe firm decrees can be reverfed
by any requefts of ours.

Without entering into the wide and
tracklefs ficld of fate and free will; from
which purfuic I am kept back equally by
the moft profound ignorance and the
moft invincible diflike, I would only ob-
ferve, that thefe objections apply equally
to all human aions as well as to prayer.
It may therefore wi

be urged, that fe

f the fame propriety

ing God is immutable
and his decrees unalterable, therefore our
attions can produce no change in Him
or inour own ftate. Weak as well as
impious reafoning. It may be queftioned
whether the modern French and German
philofophers might not be prevailed upon
to acknowledge the exiftence of God, if
they might make fuch a ufe of his attri-
butes. The truthis, anditis a truth dif-
coverable without any depth of learning,
all thefe objections are the offspring of
pride.  Poor, fhort-fighted man cannot
reconeile the omnifcience and decrees of

God
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God with the efficacy of prayer; and,
becaufe ke cannot reconcile them, he
modeftly concludes they are irreconcile-
able. How much more wifdom as well as
happinefs refults from an humble chriftian
fpirit! Such a plain pratical text as,
« Draw near unto God, and he will draw
< near unto you,” carries more confo-
lation, more true knowledge of his wants
and their remedy to the heart of a peni-
tent finner, than all the fomes of cafuiftry
which have puzzled the world ever fince
the queftion was firft fet afloat by its ori-
ginal propounders.

And as the plain man only got up
and walked, to prove there was fuch a
thing as motion, in anfwer to the phi-
lofopher who denied it: fo the plain
Chriftian, when he is borne down with
the affurance that there is no efficacy in
prayer, requires no better argument to
repel the affertion than the good he finds
in prayer itfelf,

X2 All
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All the doubts propofed to him refpéct-
ing God,: do not fo much affett him as
this one doubt refpecting himfelf: < If f
“¢ regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord
‘¢ will not hear me.”  For the chief doubt
and difficulty of a Chriftian confifts, hot fo
much in a diftruft' of God’s ability and
willingnefs to anfwer the prayer of the
upright, as in a diftroft of his own up~
rightnefs, and of the quality of the prayer
which he offers up.

Lt the fubjects of a dark fate maintain
a fullen, or the flaves of a blind chance @
hopelefs filence, but let the child of
compaflioniate Almighty Father fupplicate
his mercies with an humble confidence;
infpired by the affurance, that ¢ the very
“ hairs of his head are nambered.” Let
hin take comfort in that individual and
minute attention, without which not a
fparrow falls: to the ground, as well as in
¢hat heart-chieering promife, that, as-« the
< eyes of the Lord are over the righteous,” -
fo are « his ears open to their prayers.”
And
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And as a pious Bithop Kas obferved,
« Qur Saviour has as it were hedged in and
«inclofed the Lord’s Prayer with thefe
# two great fences of our faith, God’s
« willingnefs and his' power t0 help us :”
the preface to it affures us of the one,
which, by calling God by the tender name
of “Our Father,” intimates his readinefs
to help his children: and the animating
conclufion, ¢ Thine is the powers” refcues
us from every unbelieving doubt of his
ability to helpus.
A Chriftian’ knows, becaufe he feels,
that “prayer is, though in a way to him
infcrutable, the medium of conne&tion
between God and his rational creatures 3
the means appointed ' by him to draw
down'his bleflings upon us. The Chriftian
knows, that prayer is the appointed means
of uniting two ideas, ‘one of the higheft
magnificence, the other of the moft pro-
found lowlinefs, within the compafs of
imagjnation ; namely, that it is the link of
communication between < the High and
x 3 « Lofty
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¢ Lofty One who inhabiteth eternity,’” and
that heart of the ¢« contrite in which
“ he delighs to dwell.” He knows that
this inexplicable union betwees Beings fo
unfpeakably, fo effentially different, can
only be maintained by prayer.

The plain Chriftian, as was before obw
ferved, . cannot expliin why it is fo 3 but
while e fedls the efficacy, he is contented
to let the learned define it; and he will
no more poftpone  prayer till he can
produce a chain of reafoning on the man-
ner in which he derives benefit from it,
than he will poftpone eating ¢ill he can
give a fcientific leGture on the nature of
digeftion: he is contented with knowing
that his meat has nourithed him 5 and he
leaves to the philofopher, who may choofe
to defer his meal till he has elaborated
his treatife, to ftarve in the interimi.  The
Chriftian feels better than he is able to
explain, that the fun@ions of his {piritual
life can no more be carried on without
habitual prayer, than thofe of his natural
life
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life without frequent bodily nourifhment.
He feels renovation and firength  grow
out of the ufe of the appointed means, as
neceffarily in the one cafe as in the other.
He feels that the health of his foul can no
more be fuftained, and its powers kept in
continued vigour by the prayers of a dif-
tant day, than his body by the aliment of
a diftant day.

But there is one motive to the duty in
queftion, far more conftraining to the
true believer than all others that can be
named ; more imperious than any argu-
ments on its utility, than any convictions
of its efficacy, even than any experience
of its confolations. ~ Prayer is the. com-
mand of God ; the plain, pofitive, repeated
injunction of the Moft High, who declares,
« He will be inquired of. ! Thisis
enough to fecure the obedience of the
Chriftian, even though a promife were
not, as it always is, attached to the com-
mand. But in this cafe the promife is as
clear as the precept: “ Ak, and ye thall

X 4 <« roceivey”
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<« recerve”—< Seik, and ye thall find
this is enough for the phin  Chriftian,
As to the mamner in which Pprayer is
made to coincide with the general fcheme
of God’s plan in the government of
human affairs ; How God has left himfelf
at Tibetty to reconcile our prayer with
his own predetermined will, the Chriftian
does not very critically examine, ‘his pre-
cife and ‘immediate duty being to pray
and not to examine; and probably this
being among the ' fecret things which
“belong to God,” and not'to us, ‘it will
lic hidden among thofe ntiniberles myf-
teries which we fhall not fully underftand
till faich is loft in ‘fight.

In‘the mean time it is enough for the
humble believer to be affured, that ‘the
Judge of all the earth is doing fight : it
is enough for him to be affufed 'in that
word of God * which ‘cahnot lie,” of
numberlefs actual inftances of the efficacy
of prayet in‘obtaining bleflings and avert-
ing calamitics, both national ‘and indi-
4 vidual ¢
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viduals it s enough for him to be con-
vinced ‘experimentally, by that. internal
evidence which is-perhaps paramount to
all other evidence, the comfort he has
received from  prayer when all - other
ts have failed s — and above all, to

comfor
end with the fame motive with which we
be,
requires for the performance of any duty,
— it is miotive enough for him,— that zhus
Jaith the Lord.  For whena ferious Chrif-
tian ‘has ‘once got a plain unequivocal
command from his Maker on any point,
he never fufpends his obedience while
he is amufing himfelf with looking about
for fubordinate motives of action. Inftead
of ‘curioufly analyfing the nature of the
duty, he confiders how 'he fhall beft fulfil
it: foron thefe pointsat leaft it may be

5 thie only motive indeed ‘which be

faid without controverfy, that « the igno-
< rant (and here 'who is #of ignorant ?)
< bave nothing to-do with the law but to
“ gbey ity

Others
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Others there are who perhaps ‘not core
troverting any of thefe premifes, yet
nieglect to build practical confequences on
the admiffion of them; who neither deny~
ing the duty nor the efficacy of prayer,
yet go on to live either in the irregular
obfervance or the total negle& of it, as
appetite, or pleafure, or bufinefs, or hu-
mour, may happen to predominate ; and
who, by living almoft without prayer, may
be faid « to live almoft without God in
« the world.” To fuch we can only fay,
hat they little know what they lofe.
The time is haftening on when they will
look upon' thofe bleflings as invaluable,
which now they think not \mr[h afking
for. €O that they were wife! that they
“‘underftood this! . that thcy would con-~
« fider their Jatterend I’

There are again others, who it is to be
fcvrm, having once lived in the habit
of prayer, yet not having been well-
grounded in thofe principles of faith and
repentance on which genuine prayer is
built,
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built, have by degrees totally difcontinued
it, ¢ They do not find,” fay they,
< that their affairs profper the better
- worfe ; or perhaps they were un-

< fuccefsful in their affairs even before

¢ they dropt the pratice, and fo had ao

¢ encouragement to go on.”  They do
not #now ‘that they had no encourage-
ment; they do not knew how much' worfe
their affairs might have gone on, had they
difcontinued it fooner; or how their prayers
helped to retard their ruin,  Or they do
not kuow that perhaps < they afked
# amifs,” or that, if they had obtained
wha they afked, they might have been
far more unhappy. For a true believer
never ¢ reftrains » prayer,” becaufe he
is not certain he obtains every individual
requeft 5 for he is perfuaded that God,
incompaffion toour ignorance, fometimes
in great mercy withholds what we defire,
and often difappoints his moft favoured
children by giving them, not what they
afk, but what he knows is really good

for
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for them. The frowa

1 child, asa pious
prelate * obferves, series for the thining,

blade, which the tender parent withholds
knowing it would cut his fingers.

Thus to' perfevere when we have not
the encouragement of

ifible fuccefs, is an
evidence of tried fich.  Of this holy per+
feverance - Job "was 2 noble inftance,
Defeat and difappointment rather ftimu-
fated than ftopped is prayers. Thongh
ina vehementftr.

nof paflionate eloquence
he exclaims, <.1 ciy-out of wrong, but
“ I amnot heard s I cry aloud, but there
“is'no judgment :” yet fo pesfuaded was
he of the duty of continuing this holy
importunity, - that he perfifted  againft
human hope, till he attainedto that pitch
‘of unfhaken faith, by which he was enabled
to break out into that fublime apoftrophe,
““ Though he ﬂ:'y me, I will truft ia

Fihim,”

* Bifhop Hall.
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Put may we not fay that there isa con=
Giderable clafs, who not only bring none of
the objections which we have ftated againft
the ufe of prayer ; who are {o far from re=
jecting, that they are exaét and regular
in the performance of it; who yet take it
up on as low ground as is confiftent with
thei
while they confider prayer as an indifpen-
fable form, believe nothing of that change

ideds of their own faftiy; who,

of heart which it is ‘intended to p:
Many who yet adk

T

o

ferupuloufly to ¢
letter, ‘are fo far fromi entering into the
fpitic of this duty, that they are frongly
inclined to fufpect thofe of hypocrify wha
adopt the true feriptural views of prayer.
Nay; as even the Bible may be fo wrelted
astobe m

e to fpeak almofbany language
in fuppoert of almoft any opinion, thefe
perfons lay hold en Scripture itlelf to
bear: them out in their own flight views of
this duty; and they profefs to borrow
from it the ground of that cenfure which
they
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they caft on the more ferious Chriftians,
Among the many paffages which have
been made to convey a meaning foreign to
its original defign, none has been feized
upon with more avidity by fuch perfons
than-the pointed cenfures of our Saviour
on thofe “ who for a pretence make long
« prayers;” as well as on thofe ¢ who
“ufe vain repetitions, and think they
“ fhall be heard for much fpeaking.” Now
the thin;

gs here intended to be reproved,
were the bypocrify of the Pharifees and
the ignorance of the heathen, together
with the error of all thofe who depended
on the fuccefs of their prayers, while they
imitated the deceit of the one or the folly
ofthe other.  But our Saviour never meant
thofe fevere reprehenfions fhould cool or
abridge the devotion of pious Chriftians,
to which they do not apply.

More or fewer words, however, fo little
conftitute the value of prayer, that there is
no doubt but one of the moft affeéting
{pecimens on record is the fhort petition of
the
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the Publican; full fraught as it is with thac
fpiritofcontrition and felf-abafernent which
is the very principle and foul of prayer.
And this perhaps is the beft model for that
fudden lifting up of the heart which we
call ejaculation. But T doubs, in general,
whether the few halty words to which
thefe frugal petitioners would ftint the
fcanty devotions of others, will be always
found ample enough to fatisfy the humble
penitent, who, being a finner, has much to
confefs ; who, hoping he is a pardoned
finner, has much to acknowled Such
an one perhaps cannot always pour out the
fullnefs of his foul within' the prefcribed
abridgments. Even the fincereft Chriftian,
when he withes to find his heart warm, has
often to lament its coldnefs. Though he
feel that he has received much, and has

therefore much to be thankful for, yet he is
s10t able at once to bring his wayward {pirit
into fuch a pofture as fhall fic ic for the
folemn bufinefs ; for fuch an ohe has not
merely his form to repear, but he has his

peace
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peace tomake. A devout fupplicant toa
will labour to affe@t and warm his mind
with a fenfe of the attributes of Ged, in
imitation of the holy men of old. Like
Jehofophat, he will fometimes enumerate
 the power, and the might, and the
“ mercies of the Moft High,” in order to
flir up the fentiments of awe and gratitude,
and humility in his own foul*. ‘He has
the exar ople of his Saviour, whofe heart
dilated with the expreffion of the fame holy
ons: I thank thee, O Father,
 Lord of heaven and earth.” A heart
thus warmed -with divine love cannot
always ferupuloufly limit itfelf to the mere
ufinefs of prayer, if I may fo fpeak. The'
humble fupplicant, though he be no longer
goverred by a love of the world, yet grieves
to find that he cannot totally exclude it
from his thoughts, “hough he has en

the whole, a deep fenfe of his own wWants,
and of God’s abundant fullnels to fupply

* 2 Chron. xx, g, 6.

them,
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them, yet when he moft wifhes to be
rejoicing in thofe ftrong motives for love
and gratitude, alas ! even then he has to
mourn that his thoughts are gone aftray
after fome ¢ trifle lighter than vapity it-
“ {elf.” Thebeft Chriftian is but tooliable,
during the temptations of the day, to be
enfnared by ¢ the luft of the cye, and the
« pride of life,” and is not always brought
without effort to reflect that he is but duft
and athes. How can even good perfons,
who are juft come perhaps from liftening
to the flattery of their fellow-worms, ac-

" knowledge before God, without any pre-

paration of the heart, that they are mife-
rable finners ? They require a little time,
to imprefs on their own f{ouls the folemn
confeffion of fin they are making to Hiny,
without which brevity and not length
might conftitute hypocrify.. Even the
fincerely pious have in prayer grievous
wanderings to lament, from which others
miftakingly {uppofetheadvanced Chriftian
to be exempt. Such wanderings that, as

VOL. IL Y an
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an old divine has obferved, it would ex-
ceedingly humble:a good man, could he,
after he had prayed, be made to fee his
prayers written down, with interlineations
of all the vain and impertinent thoughts
which had thruft themfelves in amongft
them. So that fuch an one will indeed,
from a fenfe of thefe diftra®tions, feel deep
occafion with the prophet to afk forgive-
nefs for ¢ the iniquity of his Joy things
and would find caufe enough for humi-
liation every night, had he to lament the
fins of his prayers only,

We know that fuch a brief petition as,
¢ Lord help my unbelief,” if the {uppli-
cant be in {o happy a frame, and the prayer
be darted with fuch ftrong faith that his
very foul mounts with the petition, may
fuffice to draw downa bleffing which may
be withheld from the more prolix peti-
tioner: yet, if by prayer we do not
mean a mere form of words, whether they
be long or fhort ; if the true definition of
prayer be, that it is z4e defire of the heart ;
if
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if it be that fecret communion between
God and the foul which is the very breath
and being of religion ; then is the Scrip-
ture fo far from fuggefting that fhort
meafure of which it is accufed, that it
exprefsly fays, ¢ Pray without ceafing 2
— Pray evermore :”=—* I will that
« men pray every where ;”— Continue
« inftant in prayer.”

If fuch « repetitions” as thefc objectors
reprobate, ftic up defires as yet un-
awakened, for  wain repetitions” are
fuch as awaken or exprefs no new defire,
and ferve no religious purpofe, then are
< repetitions” not to be condemned. And
if it be true that our Saviour gave the
warning againft ¢ long prayers” in the
fenfe thefe allege 5 if he gave the caution
againft vain repetitions in the fenfe thefe
believe ; then he broke his own rule in
both inftances : for once we are told < he
<« continued al/ night in prayer to God.”
And again, in a moft awful crifis of his

Y2 life,
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life, it is exprefsly faid, « He prayed the
third time ufing the fume wwords * .

But as it is the effe& of prayer ta expand
the affections as well as to Janétify them,
the benevolent Chriftian is not fatisfied to
commend himfelf alone to the Divine
favour. . The heart which is full of the
love of God, will overflow with love to its
neighbour.  All that are near to himfelf
he withes to bring near to God. Religion
makes a man fo liberal of foul, that he
cannot endure to reftrict any thing, much
lefs divine mercies, to himfelf: = he 1pi-
ritualizes the focial affetions, by adding
interceflory to perfonal prayer: for he
knows, that petitioning for others is one
of the beft methods of exercifing and en-
larging our love and charity towards
them. It is unneceffary to produce any
of the numberles inftances with which
Scripture abounds, on the efficacy of in-
terceffion : I flall confine myfelf to a

* Matt, xxvi, 44.

few
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few obfervations on the bepefits it brings
to him who offers it—When we pray
for the obje@s of our deareft regard, it
purifies love s when we pray for thofe with
whom we have worldly intercourfe, it
{inooths down the fivellings of envy, and
bids the tumults of ambition fubfide :
when we pray for our country, it fanc-
tifies patriotifin : when we pray for thofe
in authority, it adds a divine motive to
humaa obedience: when we pray for
our chemies, it foftens the favagenefs of
war, and mollifies hatred into forrow.
And we can beft learn, nay, we can only
learn, the dificult duty of forgiving thofe
who have offended us, when we bring
ourfelves to pray for them to Him whom
we ourfelves daily offend.  'When thofe
who-are the faithful followers of the fame
Divine Mafter pray for each other, the
reciprocal interceffion beft realizes that
beautiful idea of « the Communion of
< Saints.”

Some are for confining their intcrceflions
only to the good, as if none but perfons
2 of
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of merit were entitled to our prayers,
Merit " who has it ?  Defert ! who can
plead it ? in the fight of God, I mean.
Who fhall bring his own picty, or the
piety of others, in the way of caim, before
a Being of fuch tranfeendent holinefs,
that < the heavens are not clean in his
“ fight >’ And if we wait for perfect
holinefs as a preliminary to prayer, when
fhall fuch erring creatures pray at all to
Him “who chargeth the Angels with
« folly I””

In clofing this little work with the fub-
ject of interceffory Pprayer, may the Author
be allowed to avail herfelf of the feeling
it fuggefts to her own heart ? And while
the earneftly implores that Being, who
can make the meaneft of his creatures
inftrumental to his glory, to blefs this
humble attempt to thofe for whom it was
Wwritten, may fhe, without prefumption,
entreat that this work of Chriftian Charity
may be reciprocal, and that thofe who
perufe thefe pages, may put up a petition
for her, that in the great day to which

we
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are all haftening, fhe may not be found to
have fuggefted to others what fhe herfelf
did not believe, or to have recommended
what fhe did not defire to practife ? In
that awful day of everlafting decifion,
may both the reader and the writer be
pardoned and accepted, « not for any
# works of righteoufnefs which they have
¢ done,” but through the merits of the
GREAT INTERCESSOR.

THE END.
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