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THE PRESIDENT.
Mrs. Corbett Ashby has decided to accept the invita­

tion to attend the next session of the All India Women’s 
Conference to be held in Karachi at the end of December. 
Mrs. Ashby hopes to combine this with a short tour in 
the Near East ending up with a preliminary visit to 
Istanbul. Dr. Maude Royden will go out to India with 
Mrs. Ashby.

FRANCE.
The women’s movement in France has been re-in- 

forced by the setting up of a new centre called "La 
Femme Nouvelle’’ organised by Mlle. Louise Weiss, 
so well-known for her work for peace. In the Champs 
Elysees there is a big office where without any sort of 
amalgamation or loss of identity, all women’s organisa­
tions can join in common action in favour of woman 
suffrage, the revision of the civil code and the defence 
of women’s right to work. The inauguration of this 
new venture took place on October 6th with an immense 
reception at which officials and members of Parliament 
were present, and which was addressed by women repre­
senting different women’s organisations. A great 
public meeting in the Salle Wagram was held on Oct­
ober 17th, following on a demonstration held in 
Bordeaux, to which the three well-known women fliers 
of France, Maryse Bastie, Helene Boucher and Adrienne 
Bollard flew in testimony of their eagerness to show 
their solidarity in the woman’s cause.

A special film “La Vie feminine” has been made 
through Pathe showing women suffrage demonstrators, 
the Reception referred to above, women at work in diff­
erent fields, etc., with a running commentary by Louise 
Weiss. This film will be shown at all the picture houses 

where Pathd’s "Actualites” (what we know as news 
reels) are shown.

Needless to say we find the names of many of the 
Alliance French members among those who are speak­
ing for or otherwise supporting this co-operative effort, 
to which we wish a brilliant and speedy success.

HOLLAND.
On October 6th and 7th last the Dutch Auxiliary 

organised a Study Conference on the problem of women’s 
labour, as it is developing at the moment under the 
stress of economic conditions. The programme was 
divided into four parts, the juridical, economic, social 
and militant side of the question being treated in short 
speeches of twenty minutes each, after which a general 
discussion on the subject took place.

The way in which the various speakers — all of them 
experts on the matter assigned to them—treated their 
subjects, came up to the high expectations raised by 
the programme, and the discussions were heated and 
enthusiastic and showed that many divergent views were 
held.

In consequence of the economic depression Dutch 
women are being threatened by two Government meas­
ures, which will seriously diminish their right to work 
and economic independence. One of these measures 
is the dismissal on marriage of woman teachers in muni­
cipal schools, the second and more dangerous one the 
wish, expressed by the Government in a circular letter 
to all public bodies, that whenever possible, women in 
public jobs shall be replaced by men.

These two measures, which are both incompatible 
with the spirit of the Dutch constitution, from which all 
sex disqualifications have been removed, formed the 
centre of the discussions and the conclusion was reached,
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that the women of Holland, who have won equal citi­
zenship with men after a struggle of years .will not allow 
the spirit of reaction which sweeps over Europe at the 
moment, to push them back and make them once more, 
as one of the speakers put it, “second class citizens.” 
A committee has been formed from among the younger 
members of the Dutch Auxiliary with the object of 
organising in the near future another study conference 
on the same subject, during which the views of the 
younger generation will be given special consideration, 
and measures to adapt the old organisation to the new 
needs will be planned. The women of Holland have 
shown that they are aware of the danger which threatens 
woman all over the world and they are ready to fight 
once more—and this time better prepared—for the 
rights which they thought they had won forever.

Dr. Jane de Iongh.

THIRD PAN-PACIFIC WOMEN'S CONFERENCE.
This Conference took place in Honolulu in August 

with a long and interesting programme and with a 
marvellously long list of delegates from the Pacific 
countries. Dr. Georgina Sweet, the President, was 
so kind as to send us some most interesting matter, 
including the bases of study for the next Conference. 
Space unfortunately does not allow us to give more 
than the following statement of Resolutions and Affir­
mations adopted by the Conference.

This Conference of the Pan-Pacific Women’s 
Association affirms the right of every woman to choose 
and train for a gainful occupation; to engage therein, 
and to secure therefrom the highest possible profes­
sional and financial rewards.

This Conference strongly protests against the manu­
facture of arms for private profit.

This Conference commends to its member countries 
continuous earnest endeavour to secure an improve­
ment in the class of films being produced and exhi- 
bi ted.

This Conference wishes to record its deep convic­
tion that the most urgent and vital need of the peoples 
of the world to-day is to bring about an increase in the 
number of peace-minded and peace acting individuals 
and groups in all communities, beginning at home.

CORRESPONDENCE.
5 th October, 1934.

To the Editor, 
International Women’s News.
Night Work Convention, Women Engineers: 

Revision Ambiguity.
Madam,

In her article in your issue of Aug.-Sept., 1934, on 
the new N ight Work Convention (below called 1934 
Convention) Miss Gourd is incorrect when she states, if 
I read her meaning correctly, that women engineers are 
now completely exempted from the prohibition of night 
work. The skilled and educated woman engineer who 
is not in a responsible position of management, or who 
is ordinarily engaged in manual work, comes within 
the prohibition just as much as the ordinary working 
woman engineer.

Miss Gourd, too, omits to mention one of the altera­
tions made in the Articles dealing with revision, by 
reason of which it is not so certain—as she states it to 
be—that the 1934 Convention can be revised at any 
time. Article 14 of the 1919 Convention requires the 
Governing Body to take into consideration "at least 
once in ten years" the desirability of placing on the 
Agenda of the International Labour Conference the 
question of its revision or modification. By the 1934 
Convention, on the other hand, this duty is restricted to 
' ‘at the expiration of each period of ten years’ ’ (Art. 13).

The words ' 'at least’ ’ have been omitted. This certainly 
creates an ambiguity, one solution of which may be that 
it is not possible for the Governing Body to suggest 
revision before the lapse of ten years. The Permanent 
Court of International Justice rested its interpretation 
of the 1919 Convention partly on a comparison between 
its wording and that of the other Conventions adopted at 
the same 1919 Conference. It is a common sense rule of 
construction that when different words are used in the 
same connection a different meaning is intended.

But this change for the worse in the Convention is not 
comparable in importance with that which prevents 
denunciation during nine out of every ten years. Because 
it is the individual state alone which can free any group 
of women once brought, in fact, under it by ratification. 
The State itself can free by denunciation: to get relief 
by revision means support not from one’s own country 
only, but from many countries.

I am.
Yours truly,

Chrystal Macmillan, 
President: Open Door International.

AUSTRALIA.
Australian women are profoundly disappointed 

in the Government Bill to enact the Hague Nationality 
Convention, on the lines of the British Act which simi­
larly met with opposition from all organised British 
women. "The Dawn" has a splendid article by Mrs. 
Rischbieth pointing out that while this Bill may 
prevent “hard cases" it continues to treat the married 
women as a chattel and does nothing to vindicate the 
fundamental right of Australian women to retain their 
British nationality in all circumstances should they 
desire to do so. It is a great misfortune that the great 
Dominions should for the sake of “uniformity” follow 
the bad lead given by the British Parliament, and Mrs. 
Rischbieth shows clearly how this shibboleth of a uni­
form policy has been used as an excuse for the failure 
of any of these governments to take any real action to 
meet the wishes of women clearly stated in every State.

CEYLON.
At the beginning of September there was held the first 

All-Ceylon Women’s Conference, at which 180 delegates 
were present. It is hoped that this effort to bring women 
together once a year for discussion of questions affecting 
them all may take a firm hold and prove as useful and 
important in its way as the All-India Women’s Confer­
ence, which sent a telegram of greeting to this first 
meeting.

Mrs. D. M. Gunasekera was in the Chair, and Resolu­
tions were adopted on the following points: the removal 
of sex disqualification in all Government, Civil and 
Public Services; improvements in Training Colleges for 
Teachers, and the extension of the work of the Technical 
College; compulsory registration of marriages; an equal 
moral standard and the suppression of undesirable 
newspaper reports in divorce and criminal cases; the 
age of marriage and the right of young people to make a 
free choice, and many other more detailed points.

In addition to the business sessions, there was a 
Garden Party in the grounds of the Y.W.C.A. and a 
Public Meeting over which Mrs. Molamure, a member 
of the Legislative Council, presided. Both she and 
Mrs. Saravanamuttu made most interesting speeches, 
covering the whole field of women’s position and needs 
in society and under the law. It is evident that the 
women of Ceylon are very well aware that the grant of 
the franchise is not an end in itself, but is rather the 
provision of a valuable tool for clearing away the jungle 
growth of out-of-date prejudices and encouraging the 
development of just and favourable conditions,

International Alliance of Women for 
Suffrage and Equal Citizenship.

TWELFTH CONGRESS: INSTANBUL,

Yildiz Kosk, April 18th to 25th, 1935.

PRELIMINARY PROGRAMME
(Prepared by the Programme Sub-Committee and approved by 

the Officers)

Thursday, 18th April.
Morning, 10—13.00.

OPENING OF CONGRESS.
Speeches of welcome from Turkish Authorities and the 

Union of Turkish Women.
President’s Opening Address.
Admission of new societies as Members of the Alliance.
Roll Call.
Amendment to Constitution regarding method of elec- 

tion.
‘ Adoption of General Declaration of Policy with brief 

speeches by the Chairmen of Committees.

Afternoon and Evening.
PRIVATE COMMITTEE SESSIONS: See Separate

Programme.
Friday, 19th April.

Morning, 10—13.00.
SIMULTANEOUS OPEN SESSIONS of Committees on 

Civil Status of Women and on the Equal Moral Standard.

Afternoon, 14.30—18.00.
WOMEN FACING ECONOMIC PROBLEMS.

20.00.
Free for Meetings of Delegations.

Saturday, 20th April.
Morning, 10—13.00.

SIMULTANEOUS OPEN SESSIONS of Committees on 
Peace and on Like Conditions of Work for Men and 
Women.

Afternoon, 14.30—18.00.
SIMULTANEOUS OPEN SESSIONS of Committees on 

Suffrage and on Women’s Nationality.
Last day for sending in nominations for the Board.

Sunday, 21st April.
EASTER DAY—Free.

Monday, 22nd April.
Morning and Afternoon.

ADOPTION OF REPORTS of Board, Headquarters and 
Jus, League of Nations Business, Auxiliaries.

ADOPTION OF REPORTS AND RESOLUTIONS of 
Committees on: Suffrage; Equal Moral Standard; Like 
Conditions of Work for Men and Women; Civil Status 
of Women; Married Women’s Nationality, and Peace.

Tuesday, 23rd April.
Morning, 10—13.00.

EAST AND WEST IN CO-OPERATION; Social Customs 
and Laws affecting Women.

Afternoon, 14.30—18.00.
FINANCE AND FUTURE OF THE ALLIANCE.

Amendments to Constitution.
Elections during day.

Wednesday, 24th April.
Morning and Afternoon.

STATUS OF WOMEN UNDER DIFFERENT FORMS 
OF GOVERNMENT.

Thursday, 25th April.
Morning, 10—13.00.

CLOSING SESSION: Announcement of result of elections 
to Board.

TWO PUBLIC MEETINGS will be organised to deal 
with questions of :

SUFFRAGE, PEACE, EQUAL MORALS AND 
NATIONALITY.

Particulars as to dates and Programme will be announced 
later on.

On Wednesday, 17th April, at 8.30 p.m., the PRESI­
DENT AND BOARD will give a Reception to Delegates and 
Members of the Auxiliary.

PROGRAMME OF COMMITTEE MEETINGS.

Tuesday, 16th April.
Morning, 10—13.00.

Board Meeting.
Afternoon, 14.30—18.00.

Meeting of International Committee (Board and Presidents) 
for adoption of Rules, appointment of Credentials, 
Resolutions and Election Committees, etc,

OFFICE OPEN for issue of Delegates’ Cards, etc., 9.30 to 
18.00.

(N.B. Headquarters Secretary in attendance from 15.00 
to 17.30.)

Wednesday, 17th April.
Morning, 10—13.00.

Meeting of International Committee to consider Reports of 
Board, Treasurer, Headquarters and Jus, League of 
Nations Business, Admissions Committee, Summary 
of Auxiliary Reports.

Afternoon, 14.30*—18.00.
Meeting of Special Committee to prepare Session on Women 

under Different Forms of Government (Board and 
Presidents accompanied by one delegate).

OFFICE OPEN for issue of Delegates’ Cards, etc., 9.30 to 
18.00.

(N .B. Headquarters Secretary in attendance 10.30—12 .30) .

Thursday, 18th April.
Afternoon, 14.30—18.00.

Simultaneous private sessions (Committee members only) 
of Committees on Peace, Like Conditions of Work, 
Suffrage, Nationality.

Evening, 19.30—22.00.
Simultaneous private sessions (Committee members only) 

of Committees on Civil Status and Equal Morals.

Friday, 19th April.
Morning, 10—13.00.

Simultaneous Open* Sessions of Committees on Civil Status 
and Equal Moral Standard.

Saturday, 20th April.
Morning, 10—13.00.

Simultaneous Open* Sessions of Committees on Peace and 
on Like Conditions of Work for Men and Women.

Afternoon, 14.30—18.00.
Simultaneous Open* Sessions of Committees on Suffrage 

and Nationality of Married Women.

Thursday, 25th April.
Afternoon, 14.30—18.00.

Si multaneous Sessions of all International Committees.

Evening.
Meeting of new Board.

♦These Open Meetings are, as far as accommodation permits, 
open to all delegates and members of the public.
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XIIe CONGRES: ISTANBUL.
Yildiz Kosk, du 18 au 25 avril 1935.
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le Comite 
aux Oil-

COOPERENT: Les 
concernant specialement

women’s interests 
of the whole race 
view.

The three main
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Com- 
Com-

Le Mercredi 17 avril a 20 h. 30, 1a President et 
Executif de 1’Alliance offriront une RECEPTION 
guees et aux membres de la Socidtd affilide.

PROGRAMME SPECIAL DES SEANCES

Jeudi 18 avril:
Apres-midi (14 h 30 a 18 h):

Seances simultanees, rdserv6es aux membres dies 
missions, de la Commission de la Paix, de la

* Les stances. publiques des Commissions sont ouvertes a 
toutes les delegues et au public pour autant que le permettra 
la disposition des locaux qui leur seront affectes

Jour de Piques: Aucune stance.
Lundi 22 avril:

Matin et apres-midi:
ADOPTION DES RAPPORTS du 

Bureau Central, de ‘Jus,’’ de 
des Relations avec la S.d.N, 
(Resume).

WOMEN’S NATIONALITY. 
By Miss Dorothy Straus.

COMMISSIONS.
Mardi 16 avril.

Matin (10 h a 13 h):
Seance du Comite Executif (Board).

Apres-midi (14 h 30 a 18 h):
Reunion du Comite International (Comite Exdeutif et 

Presidentes de Socidtds affiliees siegeant en commun) 
pour adopter le r^glement du Congres, et designer les 
divers Comites de celui-ci (Comit6 de verification des 
pouvoirs, Comite des Resolutions, Comite electoral, 
etc.)

Le Secretariat sera ouvert eg jour-la pour I'dchange des 
cartes de legitimation des ddldguees contre leur carte 
de Congres, de 9 h. 30 a 18 h.

N.B. La Secretaire du Bureau Central ne s’y trouvera 
que de 15 b a 17 h. 30.

Mercredi 17 avril:
Matin (10 ha 13 h):

Reunion du Comite International (Comite Exdcutif et 
Prdsidentes de Societes af&lides siegeant en commun), 
pour entendre les rapports administratifs (Rapport 
du Comite Exdcutif, Rapport de la Tresoriere, Rap- 
port du Bureau Central, Rapport sur ‘‘Jus,’ ′ Rap- 
port sur les relations avec la S.d.N., Rapport de la 
Commission des Admissions. Resume des rapports 
des Societes affiliees). ′

Apres-midi (14 h 30 a 18 h):
Reunion d’une Commission speciale compose du Comite 

Exdcutif et des Presidents des Socidt^s affilides 
aGcpmpagin.ee chacune d’une ddl6gu6e, pour preparer 
la sdance: La situation des femmes sous les diffdrentes 
formes de gouvernments.

Le Secretariat sera ouvert ce jour-la de g h 30 a 18 h. pour 
l’echange des cartes de legitimation des ddldgudes 
contre leur carte de Congres. La Secretaire du 
Bureau Central ne s’ y trouvera que de 10 h 30 a 12 h 30.

PROGRAMME PROVISOIRE.
(Prepare par le sous-Comit^ du Programme et approuv^ par le 

Bureau du Comite Executif).
Jeudi 18 avril:

Matin (10 h a 13 h).
OUVERTURE OFFICIELLE DU CONGRES.

Discours de bienvenue des autorites turques et de 
l’Union des Femmes turques.

Discours d’ouverture de la President de 1’Alliance.
Admission de nouvelles Societes comme membres de 

1’ Alliance.
Appel des delegates.
Amendements a la Constitution concernant le syst^me 

des 6lections.
Adoption d’une declaration gdndrale sur la politique 

de 1’ Alliance, avec de brefs exposes des Pr^sidentes 
des Commissions.

Apres -midi et soir:
SEANCES PRIVEES DES COMMISSIONS (Voir le pro- 

gramme special).
Vendredi 19 avril:

Matin (10 h a 13 h):
SEANCES PUBLIQUES SIMULTANEES de la Commis­

sion de F Egalite de la Morale et de la Commission de 
la Condition civile de la Femme.

Apres-midi (14 h.30 a 18 h):
LES FEMMES EN FACE DES PROBLEMES ECONO- 

MIQUES.
Soir (20 h):

Reserve aux reunions des delegations.
Samedi 20 avril:

Matin (10 h & 13 h):
SEANCES PUBLIQUES SIMULTANEES de la Commis­

sion de la Paix et de la Commission de 1’ Egalite des 
Conditions du Travail entre hommes et femmes.

Apres-midi (14 h.30 a 18 h):
SEANCES PUBLIQUES SIMULTANEES de la Commis- 

sion du Suffrage et de la Commission de la Nationality 
de la Femme.

(Les candidatures au Comite Executif (Board) peuvent eitre 
presentees jusqu’a ce soir-la, mais pas plus tard)..

Dimanche 21 avril:

INDIA.

Les elections du Comite Extcutif auront lieu ce jow-ld.
Mercredi 24 Avril:

Matin et apres-midi:
LA SITUATION DES FEMMES SOUS LES DIFFER- 

ENTES FORMES DE GOUVERNEMENTS.

Matin (10 h & 13 h):
L‘ ORIENT ET L‘ OCCIDENT 

coutumes sociales et les lois 
les femmes.

Apres-midi (14 h. 30 a 18 h):
FINANCES ET AVENIR DE 

fications aux Status.
L‘ ALLIANCE. Modi-

ADOPTION DES RAPPORTS ET DES RESOLUTIONS 
des Commissions du Suffrage, de 1’ Egalite de la Morale, 
de I’EgaIite des Conditions du Travail, de la Condition 
civile de la Femme, de la Nationality de la Femme 
marine, et de la Paix.

Mardi 23 avril:

Jeudi 25 avril:
Matin (10 h & 13 h):

SEANCE DE CLOTURE. Proclamation du rdsultat des 
Elections au Comitd Ex^cutif.

Deux grands MEETINGS PUBLICS seront organises au 
cours desquels seront traites les sujets suivants:

Suffrage feminin Paix
Egalite de Morale Nationality de la Femme

Les details quant & la date et au programme de ces meetings 
seront clonnes plus tard .

mission d’ Egalite des Conditions du Travail, de la 
Commission du Suffrage et de la Commission de la 
Nationality.

Soir (19 h. 30 a 22 heures):
Seances simultanees, reservees aux membres des Commis- 

sions, de la Commission de I’Egalitd de la Morale et 
de celle de la Condition civile de la Femme.

Vendredi 19 avril:
Matin (10 h & 13 h):

Seances publiques* simultanees de la Commission d’Egalitd 
de la Morale et de la Commission de la condition 
civile de la Femme.

Samedi 20 avril.
Matin (10 h & 13 h):

Seances publiques* simultanees de la Commission de la 
Paix et de la Commission d* Egalite des Conditions du 
Travail.

Apres-midi (14 h 30 a 18 h):
Stances publiques* simultanees de la Commission du 

Suffrage et de la Commission de la Nationality de la 
Femme marine.

Jeudi 25 avril.
Apres-midi (14 h 30 a 18 h):

Seances simultanees de toutes les Commissions inter- 
nationales.

Soir:
Seance du Comite Ex^cutif nouvellement 61u.

Alliance Internationale pour le Suffrage 
et 1’Action Civique et Politique 

des Femmes.
The Women's Indian Association held its 17th Annual 

Meeting in August, over which Mrs. Sarojini Naidu 
presided, making a very inspiring and often amusing 
speech. There was presented the Annual Report cover­
ing the year 1933-34 which as always showed an impres­
sive programme of work accomplished. It is impos­
sible even to list all the many activities of the Associa­
tion, but as showing just how greatly the Association 
has practically encouraged women to participate in 
public and social activities, we would quote one para­
graph headed "W.I.A. is a Training School for Social 
and Public Workers.” Many, of its active members 
are prominent citizens and are conducting on their own 
responsibility many useful social service institutions, 
for example the Madras Seva Sedan, the Madras Child­
ren’s Aid Society, the Awai Home and Orphanage, 
the Swadeshi Emporium, the Montessori School. Many 
of its members serve on the Senate, the Syndicate, and 
as Hon. Magistrates; they also serve on Vigilance 
Committee, Children’s Aid Society, the All India 
Women’s Conference, Child Welfare Committee, Health 
School Committee. The mofussil (provincial) members 
are members of District and Local Boards, Munici­
palities, Child Welfare Committees, Educational 
Councils, etc., etc.

I trust it is not too late to add a few notes to the very 
interesting discussion which Mme. Meller and Miss 
Macmillan have conducted in some earlier issues of Jus , 
especially as the Montevideo so-called "Equal Nation­
ality” treaty referred to by Mme. Meller serves as a 
splendid illustration of the dangers pointed out by Miss 
Macmillan.

As the readers of Jus doubtless know, this treaty, 
even when ratified by the necessary number of signa­
tories, is not in itself sufficient or effective but requires 
the enactment of municipal legislation to carry out its 
purposes. While it is true, as Mme. Meller states, that 
it gives a basis for argument and propaganda to the 
women in the various American countries, it cannot, 
unfortunately, be said at least in the United States 
according to the view of some of us (e.g. the National 
League of Women Voters) that it has helped to improve 
the position of women in all respects. The legislation 
passed since the signing and ratification of the treaty 
by the Congress of the United States effected a levelling 
down rather than a levelling up.

Under our earlier statutes any child, female as well 
as male, born outside the limits and jurisdiction of the 
United States whose father was a United States citizen 
was declared to be a citizen of the United States from 
birth unless the father through whom citizenship was 
claimed himself had never resided in the United States. 
The recent act of Congress signed by the President on 
May 24th, 1934, now grants citizenship to any child 
born outside the limits and jurisdiction of the United 
States whose father or mother at the time of its birth 
is a citizen. But it adds the new and additional re­
quirements that the parent through whom citizenship 
is claimed shall have resided in the United States before 
the birth of such child; that such child, if one parent 
be an alien, come to the United States and reside therein 
for at least five years continuously immediately previous 
to its eighteenth birthday and, within six months after 
its twenty-first birthday take an oath of allegiance to 
the United States.

Another provision of the same measure witholds 
citizenship from a minor child of a naturalized parent 
until five years after such child begins to reside perman­
ently in the United States. Formerly, such citizenship 
began immediately upon its residence here.
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And as a final act of "equalization” the proviso of 
the law which formerly granted a woman who had 
married a citizen of the United States the privilege of 
applying for naturalization after one year's residence in 
the United States has been changed so that an alien of 
either sex married to a citizen of the United States is 
now compelled to have resided here three years before 
being entitled to make such application (the require­
ment in all other cases being only five years ’ residence).

It is obvious therefore that we are once again faced 
with the choice between a doctrinaire verbal formula 
and a concrete realistic expression of what is intrin­
sically the same principle.

The somewhat misunderstood position of the National 
League of Women Voters in the United States was due 
to its clear perception of this distinction and its con­
sistent advocacy of the latter rather than the former 
method of procedure. Unfortunately circumstances 
have thus far proven us correct. For while the law now 
recognizes transmission of nationality through the 
mother as well as the father, a gain to some women, it 
has deprived other women of the right to speedy natural­
ization, in addition to creating increased obstacles to 
full citizenship for minors of both sexes. And this 
quite apart from the really serious administrative legal 
and diplomatic difficulties which this piece of hasty 
and ambiguous legislation is bound to create.

Fortunately the President last year appointed a 
committee consisting of the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Labour and the Attorney General, to collect, 
examine and recommend changes and revisions in our 
nationality and citizenship, immigration and natural- 
ization laws. This committee has not yet submitted 
its report so that opportunity will be afforded to draft 
well considered legislation which will achieve not only 
nominal equality between the sexes but the freedom and 
independence which are its real ultimate purpose.

SUFFRAGE.
It is stated that the women of Chile have been given 

the municipal franchise. On the other hand, in the 
Philippines the franchise has been refused to women on 
the grounds that it .would involve increased cost in 
elections.

REVIEWS.
Women in the Civilized State, by John Presland. 

George Routledge & Sons, Ltd., Broadway House, 
68-74 Carter Lane, London, E.C.4. Price 5s.

In spite of the name used by the author this book is 
written by a woman, and she is a feminist in the true 
sense that she evidently cares deeply for the dignity of 
women, though there are some things in which she does 
not see eye to eye with the 100% feminist of our women’s 
organisations. However here is an attempt to cover in 
a short book the field of woman’s whole life, and to 
suggest how in all its aspects that life may be made 
worth while and happy—happiness being, as she sug­
gests, not enjoyment or pleasure, but the austere con­
ception of a state of being in which the individual is 
conscious of fulfilling a destiny which calls upon all the 
powers of mind, soul and body. The difficulty is that 
being confined to the consideration of women, and 

being so closely identified with those 
or State, this can be but a partial

themes are women in the economic
field, women and education and women as individuals. 
The author is convinced that equal pay is a necessity, 
together with equal - opportunities for women to do 
whatever their special aptitudes fit them for. But she 
also thinks that in England at any rate, the r61e of 
housewife and mother is one that will always appeal to 
a vast proportion of women, and in order to improve the 
economic status of these women she advocates Family
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Allowances paid to the woman, and the institution of 
the dowry system wherever possible so as to permit 
the girl who marries to start her married life without 
immediate and complete dependence on her husband.

The chapter on education is interesting. It insists 
on the stupidity of giving women no training for that 
household work which, whether we like it or not, is in 
fact the work that the vast number will be doing in 
life. But at the same time the danger of curtailing 
general education, or differentiating between the edu­
cation of the sexes in a manner which would tend again 
to exclude women from many occupations for which 
they would be fitted is clearly seen. The remedy is 
indicated as being greater elasticity in educating child­
ren, girls or boys, in the direction of their natural 
aptitudes not on a sex basis but as individuals.

There are several passages one would like to quote 
if space permitted. The following is surely profoundly 
true: “An affectionate husband, children, a happy 
home, leave many women with a profound dissatis­
faction and a sense of frustration in the secret places of 
their being. They feel, though few of them could 
even phrase it so, that they are prisoners in an inimical 
world which is dominated by masculine standards. 
One of the chief factors in this masculine domination is 
the economic dependence which for most women is an 
essential feature of marriage. The majority of course 
take it for granted; it is part of the order of things and 
they do not waste time in repining. But the revolt 
persists often in the unconscious realm, and not with 
the happiest results for the relation between men and 
women. ’ ’

Altogether this is an interesting attempt to indicate 
not so much abstract principles as some of the things 
which need doing to fit women into a civilized state. 
One does not always quite agree, one is even sometimes 
conscious that the author herself might like “a better 
way” but wishes to confine herself to what appears to 
her to be practicable.

K.B.

LA "SAISON FEMINISTE DE GENEVE.”
Cette ‘ ‘saison feministe,' ’ comme nous appelons cette 

periode durant laquelle l’Assemblee pliniere de la 
S.d.N. amene a Geneve bon nombre de personnalites 
feminines de tous pays, a ete tres-animee cette annee, 
comme les lectrices de Jus ont pu s’en rendre compte 
d’ apres les recits que leur en a faits notre presidente dans 
le dernier numero. Mais comme malheureusement, 
il n’ a pas ete possible a Mrs. Ashby de consacrer plus 
de dix jours au travail du Bureau temporaire que 
1’Alliance ouvre a Geneve pendant tout le mois de 
septembre, peut-etre quelques details complementaires 
interesseront-ils nos lectrices. Je n’aborderai pas 
toutefois ici les questions politiques traitees a 1’ Assem- 
blee meme, ou en marge de l’Assemblee, telles que 
1’entire de la Russie dans la S.d.N., les garanties des 
minorites, le lourd probleme de la Sarre, etc., esperant 
que la rddactrice de Jus voudra bien confier prochaine- 
ment a. une plume plus autorisee que la mienne le soin 
de ces exposes; et je me bomerai a dire brievement deux 
mots des questions d’ordre essentiellement feministe, 
dont se sont surtout preoccupees nos organisations de 
femmes.

La nationalite de la femme mariee, cependant, qui, 
lors d’autres Assemblies, a ete le grand cheval de 
bataille de nos Associations, n’a pas figure a l’ordre du 
jour de l’Assemblee de 1934. Car la resolution 
presentee par 15 delegations de 1’Europe orientate 
(c’est croyons-nous la premiere resolution qu’ait 
signee M. Litvinoff, la Russie une fois admise dans la 
S.d.N.), de 1’Asie et de 1’Amerique du Sud, et demand­
ant que soit soumise a la S.d.N. la Convention de

Montevideo, est arrivee la veille du jour de la cloture 
de l’Assemblee, si bien que la president n’a pas pu 
f interpreter autrement qu’une demande d’ inscription 
a l’ordre du jour de l’Assemblee de 1935. Ceci n’a 
done rien change a la situation, puisqu 'un rapport 
avait deja ^te demande pour cette date-la aux gouverne- 
merits; aussi 1’Alliance n’ est -elle pas intervenue, 
se bornant a adresser au Secretaire general pour 
information T expose de sa politique en matiere de 
nationality, expose qui a ete public dans le Journal de 
1’ Assemble.

En revanche, nous avons eu la joie de voir l’Assem­
blee voter a 1'unanimite, sans la moindre observation 
ni opposition, et sur la recommandation, unanime 
aussi, de sa Ve Commission, les resolutions categoriques 
contre l’odieux systeme de la reglementation de la 
prostitution, deja vot^es au printemps dernier par le 
Comite contre la traite des femmes, et que Jus a 
publiees a ce moment-la. Ceci marque une date 
historique pour le mouvement abolitionniste, et les 
principes fondamentaux d’egalite entre les sexes sur 
lesquels il s’appuie, et 1'Alliance ne peut pas, par 
consequent, laisser passer cet dvenement important 
sans le saluer avec satisfaction. Le rapport de la Ve 
Commission sur ce sujet a ete presente par Miss 
Horsbrugh, deputee, deleguee britannique, qui a 
egalement 6tudie dans ce rapport la question de la 
lutte contre la traite des femmes en Orient, et notam- 
ment la possibilite de convoquer une Conference 
speciale a Singapore, et de venir en aide aux mal- 
heureuses rdfugiees russes a Kharbin, dont la situation 
lamentable conduit tout droit nombre d’ entre elles a la 
prostitution. La proposition ayant ete formulee 
qu' une subvention specials f(it votee pour cela a 
1’Office Nansen, charge par la S.d.N. de s’oceuper des 
refugiees, nos organisations feminines internationales 
ont multiplie leurs demarches et leurs entrevues a cet 
effet, et ont ete considerablement aidees par les femmes 
deleguees, dont plusieurs d’entre elles ont pris cette 
question tellement a coeur que, s'il n’a pas ete possible 
d’obtenir cette ann^e-ci le vote de cette subvention, 
la question est restee neanmoins a 1’ordre du jour de 
la S.d.N.

Nous avons egalement eu la satisfaction de voir 
aboutir un projet defendu avec autant de talent diplo­
matique que de sens politique par notre collegue du 
Board, Mme. Malaterre-Sellier, membre de la delega­
tion franfaise. Il s’agissait de mettre le Secretariat de 
la S.d.N. en mesure de fonctionner comme centre de 
documentation et d‘information en matiere de protec­
tion de l’enfance, et le projet adopte permettra sans 
doute a ce nouveau service de prendre une grande 
extension, surtout s’ il est confie a une personne pourvue 
des competences et des qualites voulues d’ initiative.

C'est aussi a un sujet touchant par un cote la protec­
tion de 1’ enfance que fut consacree une autre des soirees 
organisee par 1’Alliance, en commun avec 1’Association 
des Femmes universitaires: Mlle. Campoamor, l’un de 
nos membres les plus connus en Espagne, nous fit une 
captivante causerie sur son travail, ses experiences et 
ses difficulties comme directrice de 1’ Assistance publique. 
Il est assurement tr^s-encourageant de voir une 
femme occuper ainsi un poste comportant pareilles 
responsabilites. D’autre part, 1’Alliance, en meme 
temps que d’autres organisations feminines, appuya 
chaleureusement l’avant-projet de Convention sur 
1’assistance aux etrangers prepare par la S.d.N., cette 
question etant connexe avec celle qu’ont discutee nos 
Congres de 1'obligation pour le mari de continuer a 
payer a sa femme la pension alimentaire qu' il lui doit, 
meme s’il habite un autre.pays. Mme. Hubicka, 
senateur, et l’ame de notre puissante Societe affiliee 
en Pologne, fut rapporteur sur cette question a la Ve 
Commission et devant l’Assemblee.

Situe dans le local du Comite International feminin 
pour le Desarmement, et pouvant ainsi jouir de sa 
delicieuse terrasse en face du lac et des Alpes, notre 
Bureau s’est aussi trouve de ce fait en plein centre 
d’activity internationale, et a pu rendre a plusieurs 
reprises des services, soit aux membres du Comite de 
Liaison, du Joint Committee des organisations femin­
ines niternationales, soit a des feministes de passage 
a Geneve, que Mme. Adele Schreiber, notre vice- 
presidente recevait aimablement, quand la secretaire 
generale devait assister a des seances ou faire des 
demarches pour 1’Alliance. C’est ainsi que nous avons 
eu le plaisir de rencontrer entre autres membres de 
1’Alliance Miss Barry et Miss Spender (Alliance Ste. 
Jeanne), Mine. Bakker van Bosse (Hollande), Mlle. 
Angles, et Mme. Casewitz (France), Mme. Wolska 
deputee, et Mlle. Dernalowitz (Pologne) , Miss Courtney 
(Gde-Bretagne), Mrs. Potter (Etats-Unis), Mrs. 
Jinaradajasa (Indes), Mme. Rudnycka, deputee 
(Ukraine), Dr. Straus-Welt (Palestine), sans parler 
naturellement de toutes nos autres amies domiciliees 
et Geneve, membres du Secretariat et du B.I.T. ou 
membres d’ autres organisations internationales. Enfin, 
il faut encore mentionner notre charmant lunch, au 
Lyceum, au cours duquel M. Malche, professeur a 
1’Universite de Geneve, et charge par le gouvernement 
turc d‘ organiser 1'enseignement superieur en Turquie, 
nous donna si aimablement une foule de renseignements 
utiles, et qui n‘ ont fait qu’ augmenter pour nous toutes 
notre desir de nous rendre a istamboul.

E.GD.
SECTION FRANCAISE.

INDE.
L’ Association des Femmes de 1' Inde a tenu sa 17me 

reunion annuelle, pres idee par Mme. Saroj ini Naidu, 
au mois d’aout dernier. Apres un discours a la fois 
spirituel et enthousiaste de la Presidente, le Rapport 
fut presents a l’Assemblee qui put se rendre compte de 
1'activity intense de 1’Association. C’est en effet un 
milieu propice <1 1’education sociale et politique des 
femmes ainsi qu’en temoignent les oeuvres nombreuses 
qu’ elles ont fondees, la Seva Sedan a Madras, la Society 
de Protection de l’Enfance, I’orphelinat et Foyer Awai 
1’Emporium Swadeshi, 1’Ecole Montessori. Plusieurs 
membres servent au Senat, sont magistrats et siegent 
dans un grand nombre de commissions d’ Hygiene, 
d’Assistance Sociale et d’Education.

AUSTRALIE .
La deception des femmes d'Australie egale la ndtre a 

la lecture du Bill Gouvernemental qui donne suite a la 
Convention de la Haye sur la Nationality de la Femme. 
"The Dawn” (l’Aube) pub lie un magnifique article de 
Mrs. Rischbieth oil elle signale que la nouvelle loi ne 
remede que des cas isoles et ne touche pas le fonds de 
la question a savoir que la femme est toujours traitee 
comme une possession de l’homme et n'a pas son 
individuality.

On nous a dit en Grande-Bretagne, que, a cause d’ une 
unanimite necessaire, la Metropole devait suivre le 
d&ir des Dominions — et les Gouvernements des 
Dominions declarent maintenant que la loi est redigee 
suivant 1’ exemple de la Grande Bretagne. Frustration 
sur toute la ligne.

NOUVELLES BREVES.
On dit que la franchise municipale vient d’etre 

octroyee aux femmes du Chili.
D’autre part le droit de suffrage a ete refuse aux 

Philippines sous pr^texte que le cout des elections en 
serait augments.

On nous a envoys d’Australie deux petites brochures 
l’une intitulee "Salaire egal’ et 1’autre — "Les 
Femmes qui travaillent sont-elles la cause du ChSmage 

des Hommes ?'' opuscules de propagande tr^s utiles 
pour distribuer dans les reunions ou dans la rue.

FRANCE.
Le mouvement feministe frangais vient de se fortifier 

par 1’addition d’un nouveau centre de travail et de 
Propagande "La Femme Nouvelle.” L’honneur de 
1’organisation en revient 4 Melle. Louise Weiss, bien 
connue pour son Ecole de la Paix. Ses bureaux situps 
aux Champs Elysees sont vastes et si bien agences que 
toutes les organisations feminines y trouvent leur place 
et peuvent travail ler a des objets d’interet commun 
sans pour cela empieter sur leurs attributions respec- 
tives. L'inauguration, qui eut lieu le 6 octobre fut 
particulierement brillante. Dans 1’assistance on 
remarquait des hommes politiques, des deputes et 
autres notables qui ecouterent les discours des 
Presidentes ou deleguees de diverses organisations. 
Apres une demonstration a Bordeaux od les trois 
championnes de 1’ air: Maryse Bastie, Helene Boucher et 
Adrienne Bollard se rendirent en avion pour temoigner 
leur solidarity a la cause feminine, une autre demonstra­
tion se tint a Paris, a la Salle Wagram, le 17 octobre.

Un film special, la Vie Feminine, a ete tire chez 
Pathe; on y voit des manifestations feministes, la 
Reception citde plus haut et les differentes branches de 
1’activite des Femmes. Le commentaire est fait par 
Louise Weiss. Inutile de dire que nos membres Franfais 
de 1’ Alliance sont au premier rang de cet effort cooperatif 
auquel nous souhaitons le plus vif succes.

TROISIEME CONFERENCE PAN-PACIFIQUE.
Cette conference eut lieu a Honolulu au mois d’ aout 

et les contrees du Pacifique y envoyerent de nombreuses 
delegates. Dr. Georgina Sweet, la presidente, nous a 
transmis le programme de 1’ activite presente et future de 
la Conference dont malheureusement — faute de place — 
nous ne pouvons que publier les Resolutions.

La Conference du Pacifique affirme le droit des femmes 
au travail salarie, libre, dans tous les domaines de 
1’activite industrielle et jusqu’aux plus hautes profes- 
sions.

La Conference proteste contre la Manufacture des 
Armements par des entreprises privies.

La Conference felicite les pays qui s’efforcent de 
realiser les meilleurs films.

La Conference affirme sa conviction que le besoin le 
plus urgent pour tous les peuples est le besoin de paix 
et qu’il est du devoir de ses membres de propager un 
esprit de paix par 1’exemple et 1'education.

CEYLAN.
Au debut de septembre les Femmes de Ceylan tinrent 

leur premiere Conference Nationals: 180 d^leguees 
etaient presentes. Mrs. D. M. Cunasekera pr&idait. 
Plusieurs resolutions furent adoptees qui portaient sur 
1* egalite des sexes dans les fonctions civiles, 1’ extension 
des colleges d' Education technique, l’enregistrement 
obligatoire des manages, I’Sge du consentement, etc.

Les femmes de Ceylan se rendent compte que le droit 
de suffrage n’ est pas une fin en soi mais un instrument 
utile pour deblayer le champ de prejuges et de supersti­
tions et encourager le developpement de conditions 
favorables au progres et a 1’egalite.

TOUJOURS CETTE QUESTION DE NATIONALITE .
Une lettre de Miss Dorothy Straus, de la League des 

Femmes Electeurs des Etats-Unis d’Amerique vient 
renforcer les arguments de Miss Chrystal Macmillan 
dans sa discussion avec Mme. Meller au sujet de la 
tactique a suivre pour la conquete du droit de nation- 
alite.

La Convention de Montevideo qui accorde un traitd 
d’egalite en matiere de nationality est plus liberal? en
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apparence qu’en pratique nous assure Miss Straus. 
En realite 1’ egalisation a ete iaite au degre inferieur de 
I'echelle — ear il est maintenant plus difficile 4 un 
enfant, gargon ou fille, ne en dehors des E.U. de parents 
ou d’un parent americain, de se faire naturaliser; le 
meme precede a retardement s’applique au citoyen 
etranger de l’un ou 1’ autre sexe qui epouse un citoyen 
des Etats Unis. La naturalisation lie peut 6tre 
demandee qu'apres 3 ans de sejour. Done si la loi 
desormais egalise les chances, elle cree des obstacles 
a 1’ obtention des droits civils, en particulier pour les 
mineurs des deux sexes.

HOLLANDE.
Les 6 et 7 octobre, notre Auxiliaire hollandaise avait 

organise une conference ou le problems du travail de la 
femme fut mis a 1’ etude et discute sous quatre points de 
vue:lejuridique, l'&onomique, le socialet lemilitant.

Chaque question confide a un expert fut argumentee 
pendant vingt minutes et la discussion subsequente 
montra que les feministes hollandaises sont activement 
sur le qui-vive en ce qui concerne le sort du travail de 
la femme. Une propagande insidieuse, inspire par le 
Gouvernement menace 1’ independance de la Hollandaise 

qui travaille; deux mesures ont d^ja. ete prises: l’une 
qui tend a forcer a la demission, les institutrices qui se 
marient; 1' autre recommande que, dans les nominations 
aux postes vacants, un homme doit toujours avoir la 
preference sur une femme. Ces deux mesures sont 
contraires a 1’ esprit de la Constitution hollandaise ou 
il est ecrit que les deux sexes ont les memes droits 
civils et politiques — droits qui ont ete conquis de 
haute lutte.

Notre Auxiliaire pretend ne pas perdre le benefice de 
ces longues annees d’effort et nous laisser tomber au 
rang de citoyens de seconde classe. Une autre conference 
d’ Etude va etre organisee: on tachera de collationer les 
vues de la nouvelle generation et d’ adapter le programme 
de 1’Association a ses nouveaux besoins.

VOYAGE DE LA PRESIDENTE.
Mrs. Corbett-Ashby accompagnee de Miss Maude 

Royden (docteur en theologie) a accepte 1’ invitation des 
Femmes de 1’ inde, d ‘assister a leur conference nationale 
a Karachi, a la fin de novembre. Mrs. Ashby espere 
completer son voyage de retour par un arret dans le 
Proche - Orient et une visite preliminaire a Istambul.
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