
THE COMMON CAUSE, JANUARY 11.1912.
e 
t

The Common Cause, 
The Organ of the National Union of 

Women’s Suffrage 
Societies.

Vol. III. No. 144. XS JANUARY n, 1912. One PENNY.

Notes and Comments.
The “Westminster Gazette” and the Government. .

The Westminster Gazette, replying to our note last week, is 
indignant with us for saying that the adoption of a Referendum 
for Women’s Suffrage would make the Government promise of 
Parliamentary facilities worthless. It says

“ This is far from being the case. The first step in the matter is to get a proposal definitely approved by the House of Commons—eitherthe 
Conciliation Bill or by way of amendment to the Reform Bill. This 
could not be done without the assistance of the Government, which has 
been promised. If there is a Referendum women will be able to get the 
vote 5. two stages instead of one; but facilities for stage No. 1 are none 
the*12%, "essential, and the promise of them is in no sense of the word 
‘ worthless.’ "

We confess that we find this 
utterance somewhat cryptic. But 
if the suggestion is that a 
measure of Women’s Suffrage, 
which had passed the House of 
Commons, should then be sub­
mitted to a Referendum before 
being referred to the House of 
Lords, we would remind our con- 
temporary that part of Mr. 
Asquith’s promise to us was, that 
if a Women’s Suffrage amend­
ment to the Reform Bill was 
approved by the Commons, it 
should .at once become an integral 
part of the Government Bill. 
We do not wish “to be able” to 
get by two stages what we could 
get by one. The approval of the 
representatives of the country in 
Parliament will satisfy us, and 
we are convinced that it will also 
satisfy Mr. Asquith, who has told 
us that he is willing to bow to 
the considered will of the House 
of Commons.

Mr. Carnegie’s Peace Fund.
Mr. Carnegie is devoting a sum 

of £2,000,000 to propaganda 
in favour of peace by inter­
national arbitration, and the com­
mittee appointed in 1910 to con­
sider a scheme of work has now 
decided on its general lines. 
Lectures, conferences, and public 
cations on international law, 
cases of successful arbitration, 
international- loans, armaments, 
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and militarism, have been and
will be arranged for. An international bureau is to be 
organised in Paris under the direction of a European committee.

Peace is essentially a “ woman’s question ”; yet there is but 
one woman’s name on this committee—Baroness von Suttner, 
winner of the Nobel peace prize. We congratulate ourselves, 
that there is one, without ceasing to .wonder why there are no 
more.

The Cotton Lock-out in Lancashire.
Mr. Philip Snowden puts forward the view of the trades 

unionist in an excellent article in this week’s Christian Common-

•wealth, and since in the daily Press we have the employers’ point 
of view given almost invariably, every fair-minded person should 
read Mr. Snowden. Suffragists will be specially ready to sym­
pathise with the trades unionists who feel that the non-unionist 
is content to let others fight his battle while he shares the spoils. 
Is it not just so with ourselves? Nevertheless we admit to find­
ing Mr. Snowden's argument inconclusive. The fact that the 
State is sometimes obliged to disregard the wishes of minorities 
does not imply that it may always do so; still less that a smaller 
corporation within the State may do so; each case must be 
argued on its own merits. The merits of the case for forcing 
non-unionists into the ranks of unionism are not argued here and 
cannot be merely assumed because employers have often been 

tyrannous too.

The Municipal Franchise.
It is well to take into account 

when one is discussing the 
amendment to the Reform Bill,. : 
that the Government will pro- a 
bably revise the municipal as well 1 
as the parliamentary franchise; 
it is likely that it will wish to . 
make the qualification the same 
for both. If it establishes. 
residence as the qualification for 
men to vote in both parliamentary 1 
and municipal elections, wha. 
qualification will it choose for 
women in municipal elections? i 
It is likely that whatever the , 
Government decides upon the : 
municipal qualification will be the " 
qualification most approved for 

representation ofparliamentary 
women.

Signs of the
No sign of

Times.
the times is more

remarkable than the change of 
attitude of the Press towards 
Women’s Suffrage. Suffrage 
news, once conspicuous by its 
absence from all the great London 
Dailies, now greets us on almost 
every page. And the most im­
portant papers not only put in our 
news, a majority of them have 
declared their sympathy with us. 
We are meeting with that sup­
port in the Press which we had 
already gained in the House 
of Commons and the country. 
But, if this a sign of the times, 

it is not one that has come about of itself. The “times” 
themselves are the result of strenuous work, and nowhere has it 
been more strenuous than in the National Union Press depart­
ment. We all feel much gratitude to Miss Leaf and her fellow­
workers for all their devoted and patient labour, and we con- 
gratulate them on its evident success.

Our Portrait.
We publish this week a portrait of Miss Emily Leaf, Hon. 

secretary to the National Union Press Committee and head of , 
the Press department at the office.
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The A.B.C. of Womens Suffrage.
This Year in Parliament.

Last week we considered the Conciliation Bill in 
all the stages that would be necessary before it 
jcould become an Act, and we concluded with a 
reference to the Government

REFORM BILL, 

which has been announced' as definitely to be intro­
duced and pressed through all its stages this year. 
So far, the Government has expressed the intention 
of not including women in the Bill as far as Parlia­
mentary elections are concerned.

All the Suffrage Societies, the Labour Party, 
the Independent Labour Party, the Fabian Society, 
the People’s Suffrage Federation, the Women’s 
Co-operative Guild, and others, are presssug the 
'Government to include women in the Bill from 
the first. If this is not done, by far the greater 
number of suffragists are going to do their utmost 
to get an amendment passed to include women. 
No amendments can be moved until a Bill gets 
into the Committee stage, and it is quite probable 
(as we pointed out last week) that the Concilia, 
tion Bill may have passed its Second • Reading 
before the Reform Bill gets into Committee. It is 
therefore of the utmost importance to get a 
good majority, for the Second Reading of the 
Conciliation Bill, both on its own merits and 
because this would strengthen the hands of our 
friends who will be moving amendments to the 
Reform Bill.

But now let us suppose that the Reform Bill 
has been introduced without the inclusion of women. 
We think that this is not the right way to deal 
with a question of this sort, because the women’s 
need for some measure of enfranchisement is far 
greater than the men’s need for registration reform 
and because the women have shown themselves 
intensely earnest and able and devoted in their 
agitation for the vote, whereas there has been no 
movement in the country on the men’s part to be 
compared with the women’s. Should we urge our 
friends in the House, then, to vote' against the first 
and second readings of the Reform Bill ? Supposing 
we could

DESTROY THE REFORM BILL, 
should we be wise to do so ? We think not. If 
the Reform Bill were defeated on the first or second 
readings, the Government would go out and we . 
should have lost an immense amount of the ground 
we have so painfully gained. But we could only- 
defeat the Reform Bill if many members of the 
Coalition would vote against it, and they will not 
do so, because they believe that the women will 
get their chance, on the Committee stage. We think 
so too, and we mean to make the very best of that 
chance.

If, therefore, the Reform Bill passes first and 
second readings without the inclusion of women in 
the part dealing with the parliamentary vote 
there comes

COMMITTEE STAGE,
and this stage of the Reform Bill will almost certainly 
be taken before the corresponding stage of the 
Conciliation Bill. Amendments can now be moved, 
and the one (to include women) which is most 
likely to pass will almost certainly be moved un­
officially by a front-bench man, probably by

SIR EDWARD GREY
1 Other amendments will also probably be moved 

and they will be arranged in descending order, 
the wider ones first. The House will be left 

.quite free to vote as it pleases, and this makes 
one of the chief differences between the present 
situation and the one in 1884. Then Mr. Glad­
stone set the Government whips to tell against 
Mr. Woodall’s amendment and threatened to 
resign if it passed; now Mr. Asquith has pro­
mised to " bow to the will of the House,” and not 
to put on the Government whips. Some amend­
ment to include women is sure to pass in Committee 
stage and then comes the fourth great advantage 
which was gained by the memorable deputation of 
November 17th, 1911. The first was that we were 
assured the Government intended that the Reform 
Bill should be passed in 1912. The second was 
that the Bill would be so drafted as to permit of 
any amendments introducing women on other terms 
than men. The third was that the Government 
would not oppose such amendments. The fourth 
was that the Government would regard any amend­
ment enfranchising women which is carried, as an 
integral part of the Bill

IN ALL ITS STAGES.
This means that, once an amendment has passed 
in Committee, the Government will assume 
responsibility for it; it will be part of a Govern­
ment Bill, and it cannot be thrown out of the Bill 
in the Report stage, except with the opposition of 
the Government. Now it is well-known that no 
Government can suffer defeat on so important a 
matter as a Reform Bill and remain in power; 
the Government must stand or fall by the Reform 
Bill, and all supporters of the Government will be 
aware that defeat of the amendment on Report 
will mean defeat of the Bill and therefore of the 
Government.

Again, when the Reform Bill goes to the
HOUSE OF LORDS, 

the Government is pledged not to accept it if it 
should be returned minus the -women’s amendment. 
They are pledged to put back the amendment and 
return the Bill to the House of Lords as often as 
may be necessary to ensure its passing. Once a 
women’s suffrage amendment has been passed,

THE DANGER OF MANHOOD SUFFRAGE 
is over. We shall then find men and women working 
shoulder to shoulder as they should be.

It is therefore our policy not to destroy but to 
amend the Government Bill, so that it may become 
a real measure of Reform. Till it is thus amended, 
we hold fast to the Conciliation Bill, the only non- 
party measure now before Parliament.

All Business Communications should be addressed to The Manager
2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

Advertisements should reach the Office by first post on Tuesday.
POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

British Isles: 6s. 6d„ Abroad: 8s. 8d. per annum.
Copies of back numbers 1 id. (post free), or 2id. when 

more than three months old. A few copies of Vol. I. 
to be had at 3|d. each, post free.

Literary Contributions should be addressed to the Editor, 2, Robert 
Street, Adelphi, W.C., accompanied by a stamped envelope addressed 
if it is desired that they should be returned. The Editor accepts no 
responsibility, however, for matter which is offered unsolicited.

Correspondents are Requested to NOTE that this paper goes to press 
on Tuesday. The latest news, notices, and reports should, therefore, 
reach the Editor by first post on Monday. The Editor reminds corre­
spondents, however, that the work is made much easier if news is sent 
in a^ long beforehand as possible. Monday is only mentioned as the 
last day possible, not as the one upon which all news should arrive.

UOTICE.-^This paper should be obtainable at newsagents and book­
stalls by mid-day on Thursday. If people have any difficulty in getting 
it locally they should write to the Manager, 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C., 
giving the name and address of the newsagent or bookstall from which they 
wish to.be supplied.

Contents.
Portrait: Miss E. M. Leaf .......... ...... 685
Notes and Comments ...............;.............. 685
The A. B. G. of Women’s Suffrage ...... 686 
The Opportunity of 1912 .................. €87
Discarded Principles ............................ 687
The Economic Position of Married

Women ...................... ........................  688
Medical Women in India .................... 689
The Law as Administered to Women 690

National Union of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies:— ,
From Headquarters .................... 690
Press Department .................................. 691
Literature Department .................... 691
Treasurer’s Notes .....................   691
Federation Notes .................................. 691

Foreign News .............. ............................ 693
Reviews ........ .................. .............. . ........ 693
Letters to the Editor ............... ............ 694
Forthcoming Meetings ........ ............... 694

The Opportunity of 1912.

With hardly a breathing space for Christmas, the National 
Union has entered on the task which it set itself at the special 
General Council, and in many parts of the country the campaign 
of 1912 is already well begun. The scope of its campaign is 
defined in the most important resolution passed by the Council 
in the following words :-—

" That the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies 
re-afjirms its position that nomen are citizens no less than men, 
and should be enfranchised on the same terms as men. As a 
means towards this end it urges its members to ensure the 
enfranchisement of, women in 1912 by working both for the 
Conciliation Bill and for an amendment to the Reform Bill to 
include women on the widest basis for which a majority can be 
secured in the House of Commons.”

This resolution embodies both the end and the means, the goal 
we have in view, and the stage of the journey which we hope to 
accomplish in the coming year.

The object of the National Union, like that of all the chief 
Suffrage Societies, is to obtain the Vote for women on the 
same terms as it is or may be granted to men. What those 
terms are to be we have never attempted to decide. As a non­
parly society we leave it to others to say whether the basis of 
the franchise is to be a property qualification or merely “due 
age and competent understanding.” Our claim is that whatever 
qualification makes men ©lectors shall make women electors too, 
and that no woman shall be excluded from political freedom 
simply on account of her womanhood.

This removal of the sex disability suffragists regard as a right, 
a right which has been long denied but which is none the less 
real, and for which we must continue to strive. We are united 
in believing that the enfranchisement of women is not only a 
great and a necessary reform and one that has been long over­
due, but that it is the reform which is now more necessary than 
any other, the next step forward in human progress, the measure 
which the nation or the statesman who cares for humanity should 
be most eager to achieve, the great opportunity of the present 
generation. In this belief and in the determination to put it 
into action and not to cease from labour nor shrink from any 
painful effort till our end has been accomplished all suffragists 
are at one. It is a profound bond of union and one which while 
it unites us to each other separates us from all who are outside 
our movement.

But while we are all united as to our end and as to its 
inestimable importance and glory, we are divided as to the means 
by which it is to be accomplished. The difference is one of 
principle as regards militant tactics, and of policy- as regards the 
present parliamentary situation.

It is hardly possible that the difference of principle should be 
obliterated. We who are suffragfists and non-militants hold it 
to be the very essence of our contention that physical force 
cannot be the dominant force in a civilised world. Any appeal 
to violence or what looks like violence appears to us to stultify 
this claim. We cannot therefore hope to see eye to eye with 
those who have thus appealed.

The difference of policy is more accidental and depends on 
the complexities of the situation created by the announcement 
of a Manhood Suffrage Bill. By their united acceptance of the 
Conciliation Bill last year the Suffrage Societies showed their 
conviction that though compromise as to our end would be 
baseness, compromise as to the stages by which it is to be 
reached would be wisdom. We showed that we were ready to 
meet half way those people outside our movement who cannot 
see our rights as we see them, to accept an instalment of justice 
and to enter on what a statesman has called the far-shining 
path of Conciliation.”

On that path the National Union is determined to continue to 
tread. The announcement of a Manhood Suffrage Bill by a 
Government which professes to rest on the will of the people filled 
us with an indignation which we shall not easily forget, but we 
are determined to make our indignation fruitful in labour and 
attainment. The very injustice of the proposal to answer the 
long, courageous, far-reaching agitation for Women’s Suffrage 
by an extension of the Suffrage to men has awakened public 
opinion as nothing else could have done. All over the country 
we have proof of intensified sympathy with our movement. In 
all parts of England and Scotland and Wales new societies 
are springing up daily within the National Union. Irish 
women are giving fresh proofs that they do not care less for the 
freedom of their sex than the women of Great Britain. Outside 
the Suffrage Societies political bodies of men and women have 
thrown themselves into the movement, the Women’s Liberal 
Federation is at work and the I.L.P. has begun its campaign. 
The Press is more open to us than it has. ever been before, the 
Manchester Guardian has embraced our policy with enthusiasm, 
fourteen London papers have declared themselves to be in favour 
of Women’s Suffrage. All this public sympathy and help we 
welcome, it is what we expected of our countrymen. It will find 
fresh expression in the House of Commons when it meets, it has 
already found expression in the Cabinet. It must be the work of 
the National Union so to use and concentrate it that it will result in 
the passage of a Women’s Suffrage measure through the House 
of Commons before the year is out. That measure must be the 
widest that we can obtain, the largest instalment of justice that 
we can get. In struggling for it we -shall not refuse the help 
of any who think with us. We certainly shall not refuse the 
help of members of the Government who realise that if the Reform 
Bill reached its final stages without taking in women they would 
be responsible for a gross injustice. In 1912 as in 1911 we shall 
show ourselves ready to meet those who are willing to help us 
even if they do not offer us the measure of Women’s Suffrage 
we ourselves thirik most just. The Conciliation Bill represents 
the irreducible minimum of our demand. If an opportunity is 
offered us for obtaining a larger instalment of justice we shall 
take it. We are prepared to be patient, but with the patience 
not of submission but of watchful courage. We are determined 
to labour as we have never laboured before. We believe that 
success is certain not because of the political action of individuals 
but because the justice of our demand is penetrating more and 
more into the conscience of the country. In the past movements 
for human freedom have succeded not because they had the com­
mand of physical force (the big battalions have seldom been on 
the side if liberty), but because they had gradually gathered in 
moral force to themselves till they had become irresistible. The 
women’s movement is the greatest-effort for freedom which the 
human race has yet made. It is bound to be hard and to call 
for increasing sacrifice as the days go on, but all those who 
covet honour and all those who love the future will be more and 
more eager to share with us in our toils. We cannot fail to win 
and so with happy hearts we go forward to greet the opportunity 
of 1012. ’ I. B. O’MALLEY.

Discarded Principles.
It is a curious thing in political life that many people, otherwise 

honourable and fair-minded, are ready to repudiate the principles 
and maxims of a life-time in order to support the policy, for the 
time being, of their party, or to defeat a measure which they 
dislike. The principle or the maxim may have been professed 
without qualification or reserve, but it does not suit the circum- 
stances of the moment and it is discarded like a worn-out 
garment.
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The rapid progress that Women’s Suffrage has made of late 
has Brought a number of such people into the light of day. They 
are to be found in every resort of men and they are strongly in 
evidence in the “Women’s Platform” of the Standard. I refer 
to the people who are repudiating the old constitutional doctrine 

the right of the taxpayer to parliamentary representation and 
to those others who are willing to adopt the referendum in the 
case of Women’s Suffrage only.

I had an interesting talk a few days ago with one of the 
repudiators. We had been discussing Women’s Suffrage and he 
was much exercised because I insisted that the Suffragists are 
right in holding fast to the time-honoured and constitutional 
maxim, « No taxation without representation.” He pooh-poohed 
the idea, said it was a paltry ground on which to base a claim to 
enfranchisement, and declared that the maxim was played out. 
Not many years ago I had heard him maintain this played out 
maxim to be the foundation of our liberties and one of the 
bulwarks of the Constitution. I reminded him of this and he 
slightly changed his tune. It might be right, he admitted, in 
a general way, but it was untenable as applied to women. The 
man, I may say, is not an avowed Anti-Suffragist. He believes 
in Women’s Suffrage (so he says) but he believes infinitely more 
in the Liberal Party, and so far as I can see is ready to. sacrifice 
every other belief he has in order to keep that party in power 
and the present Government in office. In fact his one outstand- 
ing belief is belief in the Liberal Party.

There are thousands like him—both Liberals and Tories. At 
one time this old maxim was much in the mouths of Liberals. 
It was used as a motto to decorate the walls of the halls in which 
they held meeting's and to stimulate the zeal of the professors of 
Liberalism. Even Mr. Asquith is said to have made use of it 
in his younger days; and a story is current that on one 
occasion, when asked by a lady to write in her autograph book 
his favourite motto or quotation, he wrote “Taxation without 
representation is tyranny.” If the story is true (and I hope it is) 
and if he happened to see this book now I imagine that he would 
wish either to destroy it or to add a note to explain that the 
maxim is only applicable to men. But it was not only Liberals 
who used it; it was for many years an accepted tenet of the 
Conservative faith. Indeed it was recognised by men of all 
political parties as an indisputable axiom of constitutional 
government. With the progress of Women’s Suffrage there has 
come a change. It is no longer universally accepted. . It is 
looked at askance by those who are only, half-hearted in the 
Suffrage cause and is frankly repudiated by Anti-Suffragists for 
Anti-Suffrage reasons. Lord Cromer and Lady Jersey, as well as 
many less prominent people have tried to laugh it to scorn, and 
Mrs. Frederick Harrison, the wife of the famous Positivist 
leader, has thrown it overboard. In an article against Women s 
Suffrage which was published in the Standard a short time ago 
she said :—

“The country has hitherto imposed tests of a rate-paying and 
finanicial rather than an educational character, but the true quali­
fications for the franchise are freedom, a sound mind, and 
capacity for serving the community. If this reasoning rests on 
a firm basis, and from the Liberal point of view I am convinced 
that it does, it cuts the ground from that shallow but oft- 
repeated argument of ‘ No taxation without representation.’"

It is a strange feature of this attack on one of the great con- 
stitutional grounds on which Suffragists base their claim for the 
the enfranchisement of women, that Mrs. Harrison has advanced, 
as the true basis for the Parliamentary vote, certain qualifications 
that are not peculiar to men, but which they have in common 
with women. If the qualifications which in her words are “ the 
true qualifications,” were adopted, the result would be the dis- 
franchisement of a great many men and the enfranchisement 
of a vast number of women. This of course is not what she 
meant. From the context it is evident that when she referred 
to “freedom, a sound mind, and capacity for serving the com- 
munity.” as the true qualifications for the vote, she meant the 
true qualifications as applied to men only. Women, whatever 
their qualifications, are in her opinion disqualified because of 
their sex. I do not know what Mrs.Harrison’s political views are 
or to what party she belongs—if she belongs to any—but from 
a remark about “the Liberal point of view," I presume that 
she believes herself to be a Liberal; and I have a shrewd 
suspicion that had Women’s Suffrage not loomed so terribly near 
in her frenzied imagination, she would not have thought the old 
maxim, “ No taxation without representation,” so shallow as she 
now does. Perhaps when women are enfranchised she will re- 
adopt it. ■ . 7,0090

The repudiation by Anti-Suffragists of the time-honoured 
constitutional maxim is not more extraordinary than 
th j coquetting of Liberals with the referendum. Almost every 
Liberal in the country condemns the referendum. It is uncon­

stitutional; it it undemocratic; it is opposed to the habits, the 
instincts, and the traditions of the people; it would do away with 
parliamentary and representative government: such are some 
of the reasons given by Liberals for opposing it. No one, I 
think, has spoken against it in stronger terms than Mr. Asquith 
and Mr. Winston Churchill. They could not entertain for one 
moment any suggestion that it might, even occasionally, be 
usefully applied:—that is when it is suggested by Tories with 
reference to Liberal measures. When however .Women’s 
Suffrage is discussd their dislike and scruples vanish. Mr. 
Asquith showed this very plainly at his interview with the Anti- 
Suffrage deputation last month. It is true that he gave them 
very little hope of being able to settle the Suffrage question by 
referendum, but he did not display any strong objection to it on 
constitutional grounds. Indeed he seemed to be ready, in the 
last resort, to adopt it in order to defeat Women’s Suffrage and 
it was rather on grounds of expediency than of principle that he 
gave the deputation so little encouragement. Mr. Churchill 
has been even more frank. Some time ago he hinted at the 
referendum as a method for settling the Suffrage question and he 
has recently declared himself almost definitely in its favour. 
There is a curious want of moral robustness in the attitude of 
the two ministers. It is not statemanship but political oppor­
tunism of the worst soft and the very negation of Liberalism. I 
can appreciate honest change of opinion. I can understand the 
repudiation of a principle which has apparently been proved 
false; but this willingness to make use for their own purposes 
of electoral machinery which they think might bring disaster in 
its train is not creditable to either of these prominent men.

Like their leaders some of the rank and file of the Liberal Party 
hanker after the use of the referendum in the case of Women’s 
Suffrage. Even so sane and friendly a newspaper as. the 
Westminster Gazette has been caught in the web of sophistry 
woven by the Anti-Suffragists. It lately suggested that an 
amendment to the Reform Bill in favour of Women s Suffrage 
should only be passed subject to a referendum. A referendum 
to whom ? The Westminster Gazette suggested the present 
electorate, but, as Mr. Asquith pointed out and the members of 
Anti-Suffrage deputation recognised, the supporters of Womens 
Suffrage will never admit the right of an electorate, composed 
entirely of men, to decide the permanent disfranchisement of 
women. On the other hand, to refer the question to the women 
of the country or to a certain number of them would be to give 
away the Anti-Suffragists’ whole case. It would be admitting the 
right of women to a voice in national affairs.

The opposition of the Anti-Suffragists is at once illogical, 
stupid and vexatious. Beaten in argument, with the great bulk 
of the common-sense, intelligence, and public spirit of the 
country against them, they are using every means that our 
parliamentary system places at their disposal to defeat any 
measure of Women’s Suffrage. Their shifts and dodgings, the 
repudiation by some of a great constitutional principle which 
they have professed for years, and the willingness of others to 
adopt in the case of Women’s Suffrage only a system of voting 
that they believe to be detestable, are the measure at once of 
their fears and their hatred of the movement. Such conduct does 
not show the best side of political life, but as a sign of the times, 
and of the vitality of the cause, it should mightily cheer all 
Suffragists. J. Y. Kennedy.

The Economic Position of Married 
Women.

[IWe published last week an article by Miss Eleanor Rathbone 
on this subject, which presents a point of view not very common 
among Suffragists. This week we publish two brief statements 
of the other side of the case. We would also refer our readers 
to our correspondence columns.—Editor.] . .

Few people, whether Suffragists or Anti-Suffragists, 
disagree with the first part of Miss Rathbone’s article in last 
week’s Common Cause, but there are many who will refuse to 
recognise in the difference between men’s wages and women s 
a payment for the woman’s services in the home. ,

Miss Rathbone quotes J. S. Mill’s dictum that ‘ the per­
manent remuneration of the labourers essentially depends on 
what we have called their habitual standard.” Later on she 
quotes St. Paul’s saying, that the labourer is worthy of his 
hire; but She seems to have ignored the fact that it is the worth 
of the labourer—or, in modern parlance, his value to his 
employer—as well as his habitual standard of living which 
determines wages. An employer will not—or, rather, cannot 
pay more to his workmen than their work is worth to him: 
Wages may fall below the value of the work done owing to lack 

of organisation or similar reasons, but they cannot possibly rise 
above this value. But once admit that a man produces goods 
or performs services at least equal in value to the full value of 
his wages, what justification can be found for paying a woman 
who does equal work a lower rate than the man because she 
probably has not a family to support. . It only means that she 
is being paid less than her value to her employer—that she is 
worthy of more than her hire.

Of course, the fact that a man considers the needs of his 
family is one of the forces affecting- his standard of living, and 
so affecting his wages; and the frequent absence of this con­
sideration amongst women is one of the forces—but only one 
of several—affecting their standards and their wages.. But this 
does not show that the lower level of women’s wages is either 
desirable or necessary.

It is a curious commentary on the doctrine expounded by 
Miss Rathbone that in unorganised trades, with home work 
especially, it is a generally recognised fact that women who 
have a family to support, or who, when the husband is out of 
work, are temporarily the wage-earners for the family, are in a 
peculiarly weak position. Their earnings are notoriously low, 
as they will accept any work and any wages rather than see 
their family starve. They undercut, and so depress, wages far 
more than the married woman who is only earning supple­
mentary wages. Thus, the fact that women sometimes have a 
family to support in some trades tends to lower rather than 
raise wages; yet we are told that the fact that a 
man generally has a family to support raises his 
wages very considerably. Is it not, therefore, clear 
that a man’s position as ‘ the bread-winner of a family 
can only explain his higher wages, compared with those of a 
woman doing equally good work, if it be co-related with some 
difference in organisation or in his strategic position? The 
existence of a high standard of living does, of course, enter into 
his strategic position as a bargainer, so that the woman’s lower 
standard is a partial explanation of her lower pay; but it is not, 
and cannot be, a justification for giving her less than her real 
value to her employer. It must also be remembered that 
standards of living are largely questions of custom; if it be 
constantly reiterated that women should be content with lower 
wages than men, it must necessarily react on their ideas of what 
wage they should demand. They adapt themselves to low 
standards of comfort, and employers—as more than one well- 
known writer has pointed out—develop an artificial standard of 
what a woman’s wage should be. Nor would the demand for equal 
value for equal work in any way affect a woman’s claim to a 
part of her husband’s wage, as Miss Rathbone’s' argument 
implies. For the wife’s claim rests not on the assumption that 
her husband is earning more than an equally capable woman 
could, owing to the probable existence of a family, but on the 
obvious fact that the wife renders services to her husband, some 
of which no other woman could perform, and others for which 
any other woman would, as a matter of course, receive pay- 
meat.

W. A. Elkin.

Your suggestion that Miss Rathbone’s views, as stated 
in her article of last week, are " more usual perhaps 
among Anti-Suffragists than Suffragists,” is, I trust, correct. 
Suffragists do not, for the most part, I think, wish that men 
should be driven out of work which they do better than women, 
simply because the latter are cheap. Yet Miss Rathbone urges 
against the demand for an equal wage that “ it would mean the 
ousting of women altogether from many occupations in which 
they now make a tolerable living. ’ ’ Why ? Because the men 
do the work better. Then, in the name of justice and common- 
sense, let them do it! We are bold enough to think that 
there are industries wherethe women will do better than the men. 
Sick nursing is an obvious example: and the weaving sheds of 
Lancashire supply another, for there, Mrs. Dickenson tells us, 
the women are “ ousting ” the men by sheer ability. I do not 
believe that either men or women want artificial protection 
from each other, but I do believe that the cheap competition, 
the “under-cutting” by women, has been a tragedy to both 
sexes, and if to protest against it be to “ play into the hands of 
male trades unionists,” I am very content so to play. Would 
Miss Rathbone, I wonder, have commended me if, in my 
profession as University Extension lecturer, I had taken lower 
pay than a man in order to get more work ?,

But surely the whole argument rests on an assumption 
destructive to the Women’s Suffrage position. The higher 
wages of men are, we are told, “ recognised by public opinion, 
by industrial practice, and by the law.” True: so are all 
men’s advantages (including political power) over women. This 

is one of the worst. Let us suppose for a moment, and for the 
sake of argument, that men are paid highly because they have 
families to support, though many have none, and women less 
because they have no families to support, though many of them 
have: there remains the fundamental dishonesty implied in 
paying for a commodity, not according. to its value, but 
according to the necessity of the seller. . Against this 
dishonesty, though “ recognised by public opinion, by industrial 
practice, and by the law ”, I trust that women will successfully 
protest, even when the ‘' commodity ’ ’ they sell is their labour. 
It is no more honest to give a woman half-price when she sells 
that, than when she sells a picture or a book. We are 
gradually establishing this principle among professional women; 
why is it to be different for those of the industrial class?

A. Maude ROYDEN.

Medical Women in India.
Here in Great Britain the members of the medical profession 

are up in arms at the idea of a form of State medical relief 
•—not because of the principle involved—but because of the terms, 
the doctors do rightly to refuse to serve under such an agree­
ment. In that vast Empire of India, whose area is nearly as 
large as all Europe, whose population of over 300,000,000 is 
more than six times as great as that of the United Kingdom, 
there has existed for more than half a century a State medical 
service—efficiently organised and equipped, under Government 
supervision, whose members have splendid opportunities for 
good and useful work for which they receive fair remuneration.

It is, however, impossible to draw any parallel between the 
conditions of these two countries, at the present time, from a 
medical point of view. More than two-thirds of the enormous 
Indian population are engaged in agricultural occupations, 
cultivating small plots of land, which give them a bare living, 
and their poverty, from a European standpoint, is extreme. 
The daily income of a labourer would be considered princely at- 
6d. per day—this to support a wife and family and probably 
an aged father and mother or other infirm relatives. Even in 
the towns, though wages are somewhat higher, expenses are 
also higher; and it is a fact that all over the country the mass 
of the people are very, very poor—in actual coin of the realm.

The Government of India early recognised that it was abso­
lutely necessary to give these poor people some sort of medical 
relief, and that it was quite impossible to expect them to pay. 
for it. Their own native hakims and dhais, etc., were 
usually entirely ignorant and incompetent, and often did more 
harm than good by their primitive treatment. Therefore the 
Government of India established a Medical Department, which 
was put in charge of the medical officers of the Indian Army, 
many of whom were thus utilised in civil employment, though 
it was recognised, that these officers might at any time be 
recalled “to their military duties. This Government Medical 
Department, officered by the doctors of the Indian Army (called 
the Indian Medical Service), established civil hospitals and 
dispensaries all over the country districts, as well as in towns; 
there are now nearly 3,000 of such medical establishments 
throughout the Empire, in which 28 million persons were 
treated in 1909. In these establishments the superior officers 
are always members of the I.M. S., the subordinates enter the 
medical service in India, and are mostly drawn from natives of 
the country. This Department is paid for partly by Imperial 
funds, partly by local rates when possible, and, to a small 
degree, by contributions from patients who can afford to pay 
a little, - .

Now to turn to the woman’s side of the question, for which 
this long introduction was needed in order to understand the 
conditions of medical work in India. When this Government 
Medical Service was established, women doctors did not exist, 
certainly not in India, and for all practical purposes, not in 
Europe either, so that at that time it would have been quite 
useless to have included women doctors in this medical scheme. 
But the women of India, of all classes, creeds and nationalities 
have been for long ages most averse to consulting a man 
doctor, and their medical attendants have been ignorant women, 
to whose ministrations those of the celebrated Sairey Gamp 
would be as light from darkness. A large proportion of the 
Indian women are purdah, viz., kept behind the veil—a survival 
of the times when war and rapine devastated the country—but 
even when not purdah, all Indian women shrink from seeing 
strange men. Therefore it can be readily understood that, 
although these State hospitals are freely at the service of 
women as well as men, it is mostly women of the lowest castes.



690 THE COMMON CAUSE. JANUARY ii, 1912. January ii, 1912. THE COMMON CAUSE. 691

or out-caste, who make use of them; or in cases where better­
class women do attend, they often delay until they are in a 
hopeless condition. Indeed, even at the present time not more 
than one-fifth of those treated in civil hospitals are women, and 
I fancy that in European hospitals the proportion of the sexes 
would be the other way about.

Thirty years ago, at the beginning of the medical women 
movement, the missionaries early recognised the enormous 
sphere of usefulness that could be opened up in India, and it 
was in connection with missions that the first women doctors 
came out to the country from England. At present these ladies 
form the majority of the medical women now in India, and 
though most efficient and devoted workers they go out to India 
primarily imbued with missionary zeal, and while giving the, 
best of medical and surgical skill to their patients, it is for the 
sake of the Cross they carry; they have no need to “ take 
thought for the morrow ”—their Society will care for them in 
things material.

Lady Dufferin, whose sympathies were great for the millions 
of suffering women of India, organised a charitable fund about 
twenty-five years ago, with the lengthy title of “The National 
Association for Supplying Female Medical Aid to the Women 
of India.” This fund has branches all over the country, 
collecting and spending its monies locally, under various com- 
mittees. It has done, and is doing, much good work in build­
ing hospitals, giving scholarships, training nurses, supporting 
very inadequately a few women doctors, etc. ; but • all the 
isolated branches have little cohesion—there is no regularised 
scheme of service, pay, promotion, leave, etc.—and it offers no 
inducement to the best type of women doctor to enter its 
service.

In addition to the missionary women doctors, and the 
Dufferin women doctors, there are a comparatively large 
number of women doctors who are natives of India, and have 
become qualified in the country after attending the medical 
schools in Bombay, Calcutta, or Madras, These qualifications 
are on a very much lower level than European ones, and the 
women who have them are not, as a rule, competent to be put 
in charge of responsible posts. But for the highly trained and 
efficient woman doctor of these days—whose qualifications and 
experience rank with those of the men who enter the I.M.S.—• 
who is desirous of making an honest livelihood by the practice 
of her profession, there is no opening at all in Indial, which is 
the one country that needs her more than any in the world. 
The opportunity to make a living from private practice alone, 
except in the very few large towns, is, on account of the poverty 
of the people, quite an impossibility. There are about 400 
women doctors in India all told, and 150 million Indian women 
--three times as many women in India as the whole population 

of the British Isles, men, women and children combined. It is 
for those inarticulate millions that we ask the Government of 
India to organise a medical service, managed by competent 
women doctors, on the lines of the I.M.S., (and under State 
supervision. That the plan is possible can be proved by the 
experiment in Bombay, where one woman’s hospital—the 
"Cama”—was established twenty-six years ago, given over 
entirely to the management of women doctors, under all the 
usual rules and routine of State civil hospitals. This hospital 
is generally acknowledged to be a model of excellence, and yet

NATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES.
OBJECT : To obtain the Parliamentary franchise for women on the same’terms as it is or may be granted to men.
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From Headquarters.
NEW SOCIETIES.

The following are the names of the 14 new societies which were 
announced last week. Since then several others have applied, making 
a total of 18:—

Manchester and District Federation.—Farnworth, Northwich, Black- 
burn, Haslingden.

North-Western FEDERATION.—Lancaster.
West Riding of YORKSHIRE.—Dewsbury, Todmorden, Sowerby Bridge, 

Bingley.
SOUTH Wales.—Aberystwith, Abergavenny, Merthyr and District.
Eastern COUNTIES.—Dunmow and district. King’s Lynn.
Kentish Federation.—Pembury, Matfield, and Brenchley.
SOUTH-WESTERN Federation.—Totnes.
SURREY, Sussex AND Hants.—Ringwood.

it is the only Government hospital in India, entirely officered by
women. . .

The Government of India has considered it right and wise to 
supply medical relief to the people of India—an assistance which 
is hardly utilised by the women of the country, who need it 
most. Now that it is possible to obtain the services of efficient 
medical women—which was not the case when the Civil 
Medical Department was established—it seems only fair and 
just that the well-known feelings of the women of India should 
be consulted by giving them a Women's Indian Medical Service.

Emma Slater, L.R.C.P. and S. (Ed.).

The Law as Administered to Women.

At an inquest at Leicester on the three children of Mrs. 
Sheppard it was shown that the children, who were aged 
respectively five, four and two years old, set fire to the house 
while their mother was out at work, and died from suffocation. 
The mother said that she was the widow of a clerk, and only 
left the children when it was necessary for her to go out and 
earn their living. She said that when she had money she used 
to pay a neighbour to look after the youngest child, but that she 
had not always got the money, and that the neighbours would 
not look after the children for nothing-. On this occasion she 
had put the children to bed in a room in which there was neither 
fire nor matches, and of which she did not think they could open 
the door. The children had, however, succeeded.in getting into 
the lower room, in which there was a small fire. On her return 
she found the house full of smoke. She and a neighbour 
carried the children out, but all three were found to be dead.

The jury, while bringing in a verdict of “ accidental death,” 
added a rider censuring the mother for leaving the children so 
long in the house alone.

The Coroner then called the mother forward, and said she 
was deserving of severe censure. . . . “ It is a serious matter 
for you," he said, " to leave them when it was easy for you to 
take some steps to have them looked after, or protected in some 
way. It is possible you might escape the criminal law and a 
fine or imprisoment. But to my mind, if you had a spark of 
affection for your children, you will be severely punished in your 
conscience for allowing them to remain in the house in an 
unprotected state.”

If this case is correctly reported in the daily papers, it almost 
defies comment.

Even proved carelessness on the part of the mother would 
hardly have excused the brutality of the Coroner’s public rebuke. 
But there is nothing whatever in the evidence to indicate that she 
was careless. It appears, on the contrary, that she had no 
means of supporting the children, if she did not go out and 
work for them, and no money to pay anyone to look after them 
while she was out. This being so, we should like to ask the 
Coroner what she was to do, and what were “ the steps ” it 
would have been “ easy for her to take to have them protected 
in some way.”

Let the men who are responsible for the social conditions in 
which the widows and the. fatherless struggle and perish at the 
present time, look into their own consciences before they dare to 
rebuke the unhappy mothers who suffer from them.

Oxford, Berks and Bucks.—Maidenhead. In connection with the 
formation of the Maidenhead Society the name of the East Berks Society 
has been changed to that of Crowthorne and District. Maidenhead is 
in the East Berks Division, and as other societies in the same division 
are likely to follow, it was felt that the name applied to one society only 
was likely to be misleading.

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING.
The annual meeting of the General Council of the National Union 

has been fixed for Saturday, February 24th, and will be continued on 
Monday, February 26th, if necessary.

ALBERT HALL MEETING.
Speakers for the great Albert Hall meeting on February 23rd are as 

follows :— f.
Chair : Mrs. Henry Fawcett, LL.D.
Speakers : Mr. Lloyd George, Mrs. Philip Snowden, Lord Lytton. 

Other speakers will be announced later. As we hear from the London 
Society that the demand for seats in some parts of the Hall already 

exceeds the supply, societies and members are urged to apply as soon as 
possible to Miss Strachey, 58, Victoria Street, S.W

WORK IN IRELAND.
Miss Gill is going to Ireland about January 16th, and will probably 

remain there for about three weeks. Meetings have been arranged for 
her in the North and South of Ireland, as well as in Dublin and district, 
and it is hoped that her tour may be very successful.

K. D. COURTNEY.

Press Department.
The New Year begins with conspicuous emphasis from the Press regard­

ing the question of Women’s Suffrage. The papers send reporters daily 
for information respecting the campaigns and the policy of the various 
Suffrage Societies, and articles have appeared in the Globe, the Daily 
Mail, the Daily News, the Daily Chronicle, the Manchester Dispatch, 
the Church Family News-pa-per and others.

The unfriendly Conservative Press has been doing its utmost by means 
of sensational posters and headings to make party capital out of what 
it terms the " Cabinet split.”

T^, Daily Telegraph presents the situation regarding the Reform Bill 
clearly; but it would be difficult, judging from its article on January 3rd, 
to gather that its editorial policy was in favour of Women’s Suffrage.

The Westminster Gazette, ostensibly also in favour of Woman’s Suf­
frage, appeals to a study of its files to justify its policy. These files 
show a belated championship of the Conciliation Bill a few weeks ago. 
It then dallied with the Referendum, and now points out that “ the 
Conciliation Bill is so drawn that it meets with the opposition of some 
of those who have been the warmest advocates of the women’s cause in 
and out of Parliament. That opposition is based in the belief that the 
Bill would add a strongly Conservative element to the register, and will 
give further voting power to property.”

Its warning that " the vote for women will not be obtained by an 
energetic campaign against the vote for more men"‘ will scarcely be 
appreciated by the great body of suffragists who are engaged in support- 
ing the Cabinet Ministers who favour an amendment; on the other hand, 
if no amendment were incorporated, there would be every reason, for that 
energetic campaign against the third reading of the Manhood Suffrage 
Bill.

We look forward to the answer of the Westminster Gazette to Mr. 
Mansell Moullin’s letter on January 2nd :—

“ Dear SIR,—Why not be honest, and admit that your advocacy 
of the Referendum is based wholly and solely upon your dislike of 
Woman’s Suffrage? The tide is rising fast. You will be swamped. 
Can you not find a better straw? ”

The Daily Chronicle, January 4th, criticises the statement of the Daily 
Telegraph " that there is reason to believe that danger, if not defeat, 
awaits the Government in general, and the Prime Minister in particular, 
during the coming session on the question of Woman’s Suffrage.” 
“ Such a statement,” it says, " is, of course, nonsensical, because the 
Government, as a Government, is neutral.55 The Prime Minister, in his 
answers to the deputation, and Mrs. Fawcett in particular, made the 
matter “ perfectly plain,” and "‘ it is obvious that neither danger nor 
defeat await the Government on the question.”

The Times, avowedly hostile to Woman’s Enfranchisement, published 
on January 2nd a most striking letter from a “ Retired Administrator,” 
containing a series of cogent reasons for recognising the necessity of 
women’s influence in imperial matters.

Contributions to the General Fund
£ s. d.

Already acknowledged since Nov. 1st, 1911 960 6 7
Received from December 30th, 1911, to

January 6th, 1912:—
Subscriptions!:— 

Mrs. Charles T. Mitchell .. .. 10 0 
Miss Evelyn Atkinson .. .. .. 5 0 
Mrs. Lucy Hall  2 6 
Miss Ashley .. .. .. .. 10

Donations—1912 Campaign :— 
Mrs. Charles Thompson .. .. 5 0 0 
Mrs. Tennant   10 0 
The Misses Smith .. .. .. 5 0 0 
Miss Honor Browne   2 6
Mrs. Henry Fawcett—1st of 6 monthly 

donations .. .. .. .. 20 0 0 
Miss 0. H. Stoehr—1st of 3 donations 20 0 0
Miss T. H. Harvey (Eastbourne)—part 

profits of entertainment .. .. 10 0
Miss C. Woolner, to send copy of COMMON 

Cause to library, Mansfield House 
Settlement .. .. .. .. 6 6 

Miss K. S. O. Eustace Smith .. .. 20 0 0
Miss K. S. O. Eustace Smith (General 

Organisation).......................................10 0 0 
Mid-Bucks W.S.S. .................................5 0 0

Affiliation Fees:— " 
Carlisle W.S.S. ..  1 13 0 
Sowerby Bridge W.S.S  6 3 
Norwich W.S.S. (Additional) .. .. 4 9 
Pembury, Matfield & Brenchley W.S.S. 10 0 
Haslingden W.S.S. .. .. .... 5 0 
King’s Lynn W.S.S. .. ‘.. .. 5 0

£1,061 19 1

e s. cl.
Camberley W.S.S. .. 1 2 6
Llangollen W.S.S....................................... 11 9
Altrincham W.S.S. .......................... 2 0 0
Ringwood W.S.S. 10 0
West Dorset W.S.S.................................... 12 9
Mid-Bucks W.S.S. 

By-Election Fund:—
1 4 0

Per Mrs. W. E. Dowson—14 Subscribers 4 0 0

The Common Cause.
NOTICE.

Visitors to London are asked to make note of the fact 
that The Common CAUSE can now be obtained on any 
of Willings’ bookstalls, either on the Central London 
Tube, or on the City and South London Railway.

Federation Notes.
West Midland.

Miss Coyle, Secretary to the West Midland Federation, 
Warfield Cottage, Solihill, would be most .grateful to 
receive the names of sympathisers in the districts 
of Leek and Kingswinford.
A New Society.

The Federation has formed a Society in REDDITCH 
during the last month, owing chiefly to the good work 
of Miss Coyle, Secretary to the West Mid. Federation.

London Society for Women’s Suffrage, 58, Victoria St., S.W. 
HOW WILL WOMEN GET THE VOTE IN 1912 ?
—SPEECHES ON THE NATIONAL UNION POLICY 

BY
MISS K. D. COURTNEY and MISS EDITH PALLISER, Hon. Secretaries, N.U. W.S.S., MISS CLEMENTINA BLACK, and others. 

SMALL QUEEN’S HALL, Langham Place (Sole Lessees, Messrs. Chappell & Co. Ltd.).
TUESDAY, JANUARY 16th 8.30 p.m. Admission Free, Discussion Invited.

“ What the British public ought to know is that the Government of 
India, as such, while it has kept up for generations a splendidly 
organised and expensive medical service for men, has done almost nothing 
for the mothers and wives on whom the vitality of the people depends. 
- wo-thirds of the women have been practically ignored by the State, and 
left to non-official agencies." A letter relating to Women’s Suffrage in 
1 inland should also reassure the Anti-Suffrage readers of the Times as 
to the justice of our demands.

Excellent articles have appeared in the Christian Commonwealth. 
January 3rd, and the Nation, December 30th. Those in the " Woman’s 
ratform" of the Standard, by Mrs. Hamilton, Miss Constance Aston, 
and some foreign correspondents, should be specially noted.

EMILY M. Leaf.

Literature Department.
I have already called attention to Mr. Brailsford’s admirable pamphlet 

on Women’s Suffrage and the Reform Bill, reprinted by kind permission 
from The Englishwomen. If any members of the National Union have 
not studied the article either in The Englishwomen or in the National 
Union reprint, I do hope they will hasten to do so. Those of us who 
heard Mr. Brailsford at the Council know how lucidly he can explain. 
Parliamentary matters. His pamphlet tells us in clear language what 
he thinks we may hope and expect from the present situation. Every 
suffragist should read it. From the National Union of Women’s Suffrage 
Societies, 14, Great Smith Street, Westminster, price id.

Official writing paper similar to that used by the National Union office 
and with corners in the colours is now on sale in the Literature Depart- 
ment, and can be bought by the Societies. The price is 4s. 6d. per ream, 
subject to the usual discount for monthly payments.

I. B. O’Malley.

Treasurer’s Notes.
We have over £1oo again this week, but the first of Mrs. Fawcett’s six 

monthly contributions is included, the promise of which I had already 
announced. There are, besides, a good many affiliation fees of societies; 
but as these are all due this month, we must not be too elated if the 
takings look larger than usual for the next week or two. However, our 
income from this source will be considerably enlarged this year if new 
societies come tumbling in at this rate—14 in a week and more since, 
with many more promised soon.

We thank Miss Stoehr for having followed Mrs. Fawcett’s lead. 
Having given us. £20 not long ago, she now sends us another £20, with 
a promise of a similar gift for two months more.

The subscription which I asked for to send Common CAUSE to Mansfield 
House Settlement has come in.

We have been invited to send a speaker to Ireland, and are sending 
our organiser. Miss Gill, very soon. Are there any Irish, women—or 
men—who will help us with the cost?

Promises are still coming in for the collection at the Albert Hall on 
February 23rd, but I am obliged to ask for many more. The " widow’s 
mite " will be very welcome, as well as the larger gifts of wealthier 
friends. Are not more men going to come forward? They are richer 
than we are and, almost of necessity, do less of the other work.

F. M. Sterling (Treasurer, pro iem.).

There are already 25 members, and the number are in- 
creasing rapidly. Deputations are being arranged 
in all the constituencies in the area. Mr. Wedgwood 
(Stoke) has promised to support amendments, in­
cluding married women; also to vote against the Reform 
Bill if women are not included, and to support C.B. 
if the Reform Bill is carried without the inclusion of 
women.

CovENTRY —On December 7th the annual meeting of 
this Branch took place at the Assembly Rooms when 
Miss Noel Wright gave a most interesting address, 
explaining the work and usefulness of the Federation. 
The officers and committee were re-elected and it was 
decided that, in addition to the honorary officers, a 
paid Secretary should be engaged for three days a 
week. By this means, Coventry hopes greatly to in- 
crease the efficiency of the Branch and to extend the 
work.

OLTON.—A drawing-room meeting was held on Decem- 
ber 14th when an address was delivered by Mrs. Eric 
Carter on " The Feeble-Minded and their After Care." 
She pointed out the misery of those who are thus 
afflicted and the extreme danger they are to the race 
if allowed to become parents. She trusted the time 
would soon come when men and women together could 
use the power of the vote to bring in effective legislation . 
on this subject.

SHROPSHIRE.—This Branch held a COMMON CAUSE week 
in Shrewsbury at the beginning of the month, the result 
of which was highly satisfactory; the number of local 
advertisers broke the record, and just over 500 copies 
were sold. On Saturday, December 2nd, several members 
sold in the streets and being market day it was a grand 
advertisement for our cause. Amongst the many willing 
helpers, Mrs. Shields took the palm both in hard work 
and successful selling.

On December 6th, at the Music Hall, a most successful 
demonstration took place; Mrs. Harley (President Local 
Branch) presided and the speakers were Mrs. Fawcett
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(President N.U.W.S.S.), Mrs. Despard, and the Earl of 
Lytton. The proceedings began with with the singing 
of “ The Awakening" by a choir trained by Miss Ken- 
wrick. A crowded audience showed their appreciation 
of the opportunity of hearing such expert speakers and 
there was, throughout a spirit of enthusiasm and alert- 
ness which was most inspiriting, and the presence of a 
certain number of " antis " gave just the touch of 
opposition which is always so helpful. An amendment, 
proposed and seconded by two anti-suffragists, opposing 
the sufrage resolution was put to the meeting and lost, 
after which the original resolution was put and passed 
by a good majority.

SOLIHULL.—The Branch has now completed the ar- 
rangements for the deputation to Mr. Newdegate, which 
will take place early in the New Year. The secretary 
reports that she keeps up the personal visiting of the 
rank and file of members, and is convinced how invalu: 
able is this work. At a Primrose League meeting at 
Henley-in-Arden, Mr. Philip Foster, M.P., was requested 
to mention Women’s Suffrage in his speech, which he 
did, and it was arranged for suffragists to attend the 
meeting to applaud the mention.

WARWICK AND LEAMINGTON.—On December 28th, the 
Branch, in conjunction with the C.U.W.F.A., formed a 
deputation to Mr. Pollock. Lady Willoughby de Broke 
was the principal speaker; the N.U. was represented by 
Mrs. A. Hill, Mrs. Dykes, and Miss Vellacott. The in- 
terview lasted two hours. Mr. Pollock expressed him- 
self in favour of the Conciliation Bill, but for any 
further enfranchisement his attitude was entirely non- 
committal, and he emphatically refused to answer the 
usual questions laid down by the N.U.

WEST BROMWICH.— A monthly meeting was held by 
this Society, when Miss Abadam spoke and Mr. Fred 
Hughes presided. . ,

Work has also been going on in Wednesbury (next 
constituency), preliminary to a visit from Miss Morrison, 
Federation Organiser.

Surrey, Sussex and Hants.
Mr Benjamin Kidd, author of " Social Evolution, 

presiding at the first Women’s Suffrage meeting at 
STREAT, on November 30th, said that women would raise 
politics’ to a higher level than the business deal men 
had made of them. Miss Merrifield and Miss Chute 
Ellis spoke, and the Rector returned thanks to the 
speakers. The resolution was carried. The same day 
Mrs Dempster proposed a resolution before a large 
audience at ROMSEY, calling on the Member for help 
in 1912. It was carried, 1 con. —

Miss Palliser addressed the BRIGHTON AND LOVE 
Society, on December 9th, on “ The Present Situation, 
evoking many questions. A good collection was taken.

Miss Corbett gave a delightful lecture on Women 
in Hungary,” at Mrs. Stewart's at OXTED on December 
7th; five new members joined. .

A ‘meeting addressed by Mrs. Duncan Harris at Mrs. 
Howard Hayward's, PURLEY, resulted in the formation 
of a Branch there, Mrs. Shannon acting as temporary 
Hon. Secretary... . -

Mr. de Burgh, Professor of Philosophy, addressed Mrs. 
Earle's drawing-room meeting at REIGATE on December 
13th, treating new aspects of Women's Suffrage in an 
interesting manner. Mrs. Peter Stephens presided, Mrs. 
Latham proposed the vote of thanks.

STOCKTAKING

IS NOW PROCEEDING.
Bargains in all Departments. 0

BLACK SATIN SUP, as sketch, 
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shades, and finished with braid and 
buttons. Can be had with top in any 

colour.

Sale 12/9 Price.
Sale Catalogue Post Free.

Debenham 8 Freebody
Wigmore Street and Welbeck Street, London, W.

Miss F. de G. Merrifield spoke at HORLEY on December 
15th, on the economic position of women, and Mrs. 
Duncan Harris followed her. Miss Crosfield presided, 
and the resolution supporting the Conciliation Bill 
or an amendment to the Reform Bill including 
women, and calling on the Member for help, 
was carried nem con. The meeting was very, repre- 
sentative. A similar resolution was carried unanimously 
at the REDHILL monthly meeting on December 18th, 
the Rev. G. A. Colvin from Australia in the chair. 
Mr. Colvin said his residence in Australia before and 
after the granting of the Suffrage to the women there 
had shown him what use women would make of the 
vote, and he was in complete sympathy with the move- 
ment in this country. Miss Crosfield proposed the 
resolution, and Miss Churton, Secretary of the Rural 
Housing and Sanitation Association, seconded. Copies 
were sent to Mr. Asquith, Sir Edward Grey, Mr. Lloyd 
George and Col. Rawson, M.P. Miss Churton afterwards 
spoke on “ Rural Housing and Sanitation.”

A meeting and " at home " took place in the Assembly 
Rooms, WOKING, on December 15th. After tea Miss 
Corbett gave a spirited address, and Professor Urwick, 
from the chair, urged suffragists to press toward the 
goal in view. The large audience was deeply interested, 
including those usually indifferent. The resolution, 
claiming women's enfranchisement in 1912, was carried, 
3 con., many not voting. Literature, Christmas cards, 
badges, sweets, etc., sold well.

Mrs. Corbett Ashby spoke at FARNBORO' on December 
19th, Mrs. Hollings presiding. A resolution was passed 
favouring women's enfranchisement in 1912.

Miss I. o. Ford spoke on the industrial, and Lady 
Chance on the moral question at SHALFORD, when over 
£1 was collected. Local papers gave good reports:.

At EASTBOURNE two performances were held of Alter 
Many Days" and the " Twelve Pound Look, Miss 
Farnell and Miss Vignoles taking leading parts; songs 
completed the entertainment.

Manchester and District.
Oldham.—Contributions to Oldham Society, December,

1911:— .

Mrs. Councillor Lees .............
Miss Marjory Lees ... .............
Mrs. J. W. Taylor’s American Tea
Lady Emmott ............. 
Mrs. J. W. Taylor........................

. Miss Dornan.............  -. -
* To election campaign.

£ s. d.
10 0 0*
13 0 0*
3 5 6
110*
1 0 0*

10 6*

Scottish. - , . ,
The work of the Societies during December has been 

maintained with energy, and the accounts sent in 
especially from the younger Societies, are so good, that 
the only regret is want of space here to fuy report 

the: Shetland Society’s annual meeting took place 
in November, but the very interesting account given 
by the “ Shetland Times” arrived too late for that 
month's report. The finances of the Society doubled 
during 1911; petitions from the County Council and a
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In all colours,

Sale 51- Price.

MRS. ENNIS RICHMOND, late Principal 
of West Heath School for boys and girls, Hamp­
stead (now carried on by her son, Mr. Kenneth 
Richmond) takes at Valley End, Surrey, girls 
up to the age of 18.

A thoroughly good education in all ordinary 
School Subjects (including Advanced French 
and Music) is given, and, in addition, the girls 
have definite teaching in Household and 
Domestic Arts.

Valley End is in the middle of the ' Heather 
Country,’ with every opportunity for a healthful 
and interesting life for young people.

Postal Address:—

Valley End, Chobham, Surrey.

Station: Sunningdale, L. 8 S.W.R.

Parish Council in favour of the Conciliation Bill had 
been secured; electors had questioned the Member 
publicly; the W.S. question had been kept before the 
public in the papers, and every effort maintained to 
emphasise the special need for the vote for women where 

the majority of male voters—being seamen—are seldom 
able to use their votes.

The ORCADIAN Society also secured a full account in 
the " Orkney Herald " of a successful social meeting 
on December 1st, announced, in the paper, as "a red 
letter day.” An excellent address was given by Mrs. 
Baikie; the annual report—showing the very active 

propaganda work carried on—was read by Mrs. Cursiter; 
and after an enjoyable programme of music, recitations, 
etc., a hearty vote of thanks was moved by the Rev. 
Geo. Millar.

The PERTH Society’s month’s work includes the very 
successful public meeting, held in the Synod Hall, 
November 23rd. The argument of the speaker—Lady 
Frances Balfour—was followed with the keenest atten- 
tion, and specially appreciated by the men in the 
audience, and a resolution emphatically protesting 
against the exclusion of women from the Reform Bill, 
was passed—Also a public meeting at Seone on the 
30th November, at which the Reverend Millar Patrick, 

M.A., re-delivered—by request his address on " Women’s 
Suffrage from a Religious Point of View,” and Mrs. 
Scott Murray spoke on National Union policy and aims. 
The monthly meeting was held on December 5th, an 
exposition of Women’s Suffrage prospects at present 
was given by Mr. Munro, followed by a discussion led 
by Mr. Saunders; an addition of 24 new members was 
announced, and a vote of thanks given on the motion of 
Mrs. Gray.

The GOUROCK Society had an excellent meeting in the 
Gamble Institute on December 4th. An address from 
Lady Frances Balfour was received with enthusiasm— 
the COMMON CAUSE sold well, and a collection of 
£2 17s. 6d. was taken. On the 16th a Cake and Candy 
Sale was held; the generous contributions from members 
and friends were fully appreciated, though inclement 
weather diminished the attendance somewhat. The 
Society gains ground week by week, and the regular 
readers of the COMMON CAUSE are increasing.

The GREENOCK Society gave an " At Home" on 
December 4th at which about 80 ladies were present, 
of whom practically all, not already members, joined. 
Capital speeches were given by Mrs. Kerr, Mrs. Laurie, 
Miss Fortcy, Mrs. Brown, Miss Beauchamp, and Mrs. 

-Brodie, and a resolution carried which was forwarded 
to, and acknowledged by, Mr. Asquith, Mr. Lloyd George, 
and Mr. Collins, M.P. The Society has received an 
offer from Mr. Collins to receive a deputation on 
January 18th of which they intend to take full advan­
tage-, hoping to include many prominent Liberal men.

The KIRKCALDY Society arranged a Debate, held on 
December 5th, between Lady Frances Balfour, for the 
Women’s Suffrage, and Mrs. Norris, for the opposing 
League, with Lady Helen Munro Ferguson in the chair. 
The debate was followed with enthusiastic interest by 
the large audience crowding the Beveridge Hall, and 
the Anti-Suffrage resolution was out-voted by a large 
majority—two-thirds of the assembly voting for the 
Suffrage amendment.

The LEVEN Society held their second meeting on 
December 8th, in St. Margaret’s Hall—Mrs. Macnicol, 
vice-president, in the chair. Miss Beauchamp gave an 
excellent paper, much enjoyed; an addition was made to 
the membership, and a good collection taken.

The St. ANDREW’S Society held their annual meeting 
on December 9th, in the Grand Hotel, at which Mrs. 
Stout read the report of the year’s work. It contained 
a record of most satisfactory propaganda, resulting in 
a membership of 100, and the formation of a Society in 
Crail, while others, in Elie and Anstruther, are in 
formation. Mrs. Scott, Hon. Treasurer, presented a 
thoroughly satisfactory balance-sheet, and a stimula- 
ting address was given by Dr. E. Inglis, Mrs. Houston 
occupying the chair. A joint meeting of the Society 
and the Conservative and Unionist Women’s Association 
was held on December 5th, addressed by Lady Betty 
Balfour, Lady Stormouth Darling, Miss Pearson and 
Miss Masson. An emphatic, protesting resolution was 
passed nem con., and sent to Major Anstruther Grey. 
A successful meeting was organised in Crail, at which 
Miss Kirby addressed an influential audience in the 
Town Hall.

The BRIDGE OF ALLAN AND STIRLINGSHIRE Society 
resolved, at a meeting on the 15th, to alter its title 
to the Stirlingshire Branch; after the business of the 
meeting was satisfactorily settled, a very helpful 
address from Miss Beauchamp was much enjoyed.

UXBRIDGE SOCIETY.—On Jan. 1st the annual Suffrage
«At Home " was held. Mr. Masters,
Miss K. Seymour and Mr. Charles Robinson rendered 
a pleasing programme of music.. . Miss Clarke was 
accompanist. A discussion on “Civilisation and Woman" 
followed. The speaker began by citing various features 
of so-called " savage" life which survive in modern 
times, centring round unnecessary • restrictions and 
taboos in favour of the male sex. After other contribu- 
tions on the subject, " A Conversation in Hyde Park" 
was read (by request), and Dr. Ethel Smyth’s march 
was excellently sung by Mr. and Mrs. Masters, Mrs. 
Blower, Mr. Cave and the Misses Cave.

Foreign News.
United States.

The Lower House of the Californian Legisla- 
ture has passed by unanimous vote a Bill making 
women eligible to all State offices. The Women’s 
Journal in commenting on this says: “It might 
truthfully 1 be said to women: ‘ Once gain the 
suffrage and all things else in the way of civic 
opportunities shall be added unto you."

An amendment to the Federal Constitution 
now being considered by Congress provides for 
the Election of U.S. Senators. Two Senators are 
to be elected by the people of each State and 
" the electors in each state shall have the qualifi­
cations requisite for electors of the most numerous 
branch of the State Legislature.” IA memorial 
has been sent to the U.S. Senate and the House 
of Representatives by the Congressional Com- 
mitteeof the Kentucky Equal Rights association, 
pointing out that this amendment—if adopted as 
it now stands—would confer on women as well as 
men a legal right to vote for U.S. Senators in 
the six Suffrage States, but in no others. That 
the amendment can be altered in such a way as 
to confer on women a legal right to vote for 
U.S. Senators and yet leave these States in the 
exercise of the constitutional right to prescribe 
‘‘male‘‘ as one of the qualifications for the 
electors of the most numerous branch of their 
State Legislatures. And it requests that this 
amendment should be so altered as to read “The 
Senate of the United States shall be composed of 
two Senators from each State elected for six 
years, by such of the people thereof as are 21 
years old, of sound mind, and unconvicted by law 
of any crime.” This memorial has already been 
adopted by several State Conventions.

Women in Industry
Readers of THE COMMON
CAUSE desiring information
as to the conditions under 
which women work, should 
read the columns of

THE LABOUR LEADER
in which Factory and Public
Health Law is explained by
an expert. . . . . . .

ORDER FROM YOUR
NEWSAGENT ....

EVERY FRIDAY. . . ONE PENNY
\ 2 male

The Women’s Journal quotes from an amusing 
leader in the New York Post:—" Amazing as it 
may seem, the women of Los Angeles voted and 
the city still stands. We had been fully pre­
pared by this time to learn that divine wrath 
had overwhelmed it. At least we expected to 
hear that the population had gone to bed dinner- 
less, the babies wailing, the husbands sullen and 
indignant because of the abandonment of homes 
by the enfranchised mothers. . . . Hence as 
journalists eager for sensations our disappoint- 
ment wil be readily imagined by any one who 
reads the news from California. Husbands and 
wives went placidly to the polls together, and 
many unattached women as well, waiting 
patiently in line for their turn to vote. The 
husbands were even chivalrous enough to hold 
the babies while the wives voted, moreover the 
grandmothers were there too, headed by the 
noblest of them all, Mrs. Caroline M. Severance, 
founder of the first Woman’s Club in America, 
who had waited ninety-two years for this oppor­
tunity, and expressed herself as now willing to 
depart this earth in peace and content."

Reading Biscuit Workers.
(From a Correspondent.)

As an example of the powerlessness of women 
under the present industrial and political sys- 
tem, I should like to bring to the notice of your 
readers the position of women trade unionists 
at Messrs. Huntley and Palmers’ factory at 
Reading. A fight for freedom is being waged by 
a few underpaid girls, and there is supreme need 
for organised and stronger bodies of women to 
throw in their weight on behalf of the weak. 
For many years the women in Reading have 
been trying to form a union, but without suc- 
cess, until last autumn, when a branch of the 
Federation of Women Workers was formed. 
Just before Christmas a large number of women 
were summarily dismissed from the works, and 
at the same time a statement was issued stating 
it would be impossible for the firm to continue 
employing workers of whose "loyalty" there 
was any doubt. Since a few demonstrations and 
protests have taken place the firm have changed 
ground, and now assert that incompetence was 
in most of the cases the cause of dismissal. As 
many of those dismissed had been employed in 
the factory from 25 to 40 years, and others from 
12 to 14 years, it is curious, to say the least of 
it that their incompetence should have been so 
long undiscovered, and that their discharge 
should have coincided with their joining the 
union. The following details will show the need 
for the foundation of a turion. No woman gets 
more than 13s. a week, no women are employed 
after marriage, and most gills receive from 8s. 
to 10s. a week, unless .“overtime” is very fre- 
quent. . "Speeding up” has been introduced, 
with its accompanying increase in fatague and 
strain on the health of the worker. Then there 
is a part of the factory called Klondike, 
because of its great heat and dryness; obviously 
a legitimate cause of complaint. The question 
is urgent, the fight is now proceeding, and help 
would be welcomed by the women in the union.

KENNETH D. Scott.

Reviews and Periodicals.
“THE ENGLISHWOMAN,” January, 1912.

(Sidgwick and Jackson, is.) . ■
The Englishwoman has been conspicuously 

successful in carrying out the task it set itself 
when it first started. As stated at the beginning 
of every number “it is inspired from the first 
page to the last by one continuous policy whic, is to further the enfranchisement of women 
and at the same time it maintains such a high 
standard of general interest and literary merit 
that even those who are not suffragists can read 
it with pleasure. The current number is perhaps 
even more interesting than those that have gone 
before. It begins with a statement of the 
political situation from the suffrage point 
view by Mrs. Fawcett which all members of the 
National Union ought to read. Mr. Chomeley’s 
witty and sympathetic article on Day Schools and 
Boarding Schools has already called forth a 
leader in the ‘ Manchester Guardian and 
night well prove the starting-pointof an illuminat

& discussion. Though Mr. Cholmeley is all on 
the side oi the parent and of home influence, his 
remarks will probably tell in favour, of the 
schoolmaster with those who know that he is 
one himself. They show how possible it is" 
escape professional prejudice and convention. 
His moral attitude is refreshingly free from the 
sentimentality and cynicism which are Sey.a 
and Charybdis to so many of those who write 
about boys’ schools.

"Thinking Women
Read

The Standard”
TN a few weeks this phrase has
— become a truism. Why ?
Order The Standard for a week,
or a day, and you will see. It
is because, since October 3, The
Standard’s daily news pages 
have included one headed :

“WOMAN’S PLATFORM”
which eve'ry Thinking Woman in 
the land, and very many thinking 
men, want to see and to study 
every day. “WOMAN’S
PLATFORM ” has ended what 
was called the “ Press Boycott ” 
of the serious interests of thinking 
women—not their ribbons and 
ornaments, but their thoughts, 
aims, claims, views, hopes, deeds, 
arid—Work.

“WOMAN’S PLAT-
FORM" in Cbe Standard has 
already become the Thinking 
Woman’s own medium in the
Daily Press of Great Britain.
All thinking women, modern 
women, are keenly interested in
" WOMAN'S PLATFORM.”
They know that it is their own ; 
they themselves determine how 
much it can serve their own in­
terests by ;—-

1. Following “WOMAN’S 
PLATFORM” closely and 
day by day in Cbe Stan- 
daro, and using it freely in 
women s interests, as oppor­
tunity offers.

2. Inducing the largest possible 
number of the general public 
—men and women—to do 
the same thing, thus extend" 
ing the scope of its services 
to women.

Zbe Standard,
104, Shoe Lane. LONDON, E.C.
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“ Women Worker’s Budgets "‘ are discussed 
in " Problems of the Day " and there are 
also articles on " Some Aspects of Female 
Criminality and its Treatment," "‘ Should 
Orphanages be Abolished ? " and "The Train­
ing of Women as Librarians" Among the 
purely literary contents Mrs. Brailsford’s study 
of the Wesley Women, well called " Waste," is 
perhaps the most interesting, but nearly all the 
contributions, both in prose and verse reach a
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high standard. The theatrical and book reviews 
are as usual particularly good. Altogether it 
would be difficult to find a more readable 
shillingsworth among current periodical litera- 
ture than the Englishwoman for this month.

The current number of the Conservative and 
Unionist Women’s FRANCHISE Review has, 
amongst other articles, one on " The Political 
Outlook,” by Lord Lytton, and one on “Woman’s 
Supremacy in Her Own Sphere,” by Lady 
Robert Cecil. It also contains a good many in­
teresting items of news from different parts of 
the Empire and from foreign countries.

Published by C.U.W .F.A., 48, Dover Street, 
Price 2d.

We are glad to welcome the first number of a 
Monthly Paper, published by the Church 
League for Women’s Suffrage. It has a charm- 
ing design by Miss Dorothy Grey on the front 
page, and its appearance is most attractive.

Published by C.L.W.S., 11, St. Mark’s Cres­
cent. Price \ld.

The Christian Commonwealth for January 
3rd, opens with an interesting article on “The 
Position of Women as the New Year Dawns.” 
The conclusion reached is that during 1911 the 
cause of women which is also man’s cause, has 
made rapid progress and that still greater things 
may be expected in 1912.

Letters to the Editor
Correspondents are r equested to send their 

names and addresses, not necessarily for publica­
tion, but as a guarantee of good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for any statement made 
in the correspondence column.

Correspondents are requested to write ON ONE 
SIDE OF THE PAPER ONLY.
THE ECONOMIC POSITION OF MARRIED WOMEN.

There is one point on which I should like Miss Rath- 
bone’s opinion re women and remuneration. Miss 
Rathbone states that there is a definitely understood 
principle that men receive more for their services than 
women because of their greater obligations.
* Then why do women who invest money in this country 
receive precisely the same rate of interest as men do ? 
Our Government itself, our corporations, our banks, 
our trading companies, give to the woman who lends 
her money exactly what they give to men.

Is a well-to-do woman’s money any more valuable 
than a working woman's time and life and labour ? 
If, a working woman gives the same capital in her work 
as a man, should she not get her return equally, or would 
Miss Rathbone say that a woman’s invested money 
should receive a smaller return than a man’s ?

Why is there a principle operating against an equal 
return for what we give if we are without money and 
give what is more valuable than money, and unthought- 
of if we have money ? HELEN FRASER.

Referring to Miss Rathbone’s article in our last issue, 
A. J. Macgregor calls attention to the elucidation of the 
economic condition of women, given by Mrs. Stopes in 
her British Freewomen under the heading of the “ Un- 
recorded Increment of Women’s Labour” (p. 199, 
4th Edition).

AMENDMENTS TO THE REFORM BILL.
I am pleased to see you approve of a suggestion which 

I made to you recently—viz. that, to reduce the pre­
ponderance of female voters (if “Adult Suffrage” is 
passed), the vote should only be given to those women 
who apply to be put on the Register. Will you allow 
me to develop this idea ?

Of course pure “ justice" requires that we should. 
have the vote on the same terms as men, but it would 
probably be impossible to carry such a measure, even 
if we were all in favour of it. It seems to me that not 
many objections can be urged against the " Voluntary 
Registration Qualification " for all women of the legal 
voting age; whatever that may be fixed for men. It 
need not be necessary for would-be voters to give their 
precise age, as that might operate to the prejudice of 
many wage-earners. It would be sufficient for a woman 
to declare herself “ over 21,” or “ over 25," as the case 
might be.

It can hardly be said that women would have a very 
serious grievance in not being at once given the vote, 
when they could get it at once by registering. Moreover
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our " Anti” friends would not be compelled to bear the 
“ burden" which they so much dread—they could 
dismiss canvassers at once by simply saying, “ Oh, but I 
have never registered.” MARY TERESA GORDON.

WOMEN AS ACCOUNTANTS.
May I call attention to your statement, in issue of 

January 4th, “ Women are Still Prevented by Men 
from Becoming Chartered Accountants.” “ Chartered ” 
in this instance is specific. There are four Associations 
of Accountants; that of the Chartered Accountants 
has precedence in date only. Women have absolute 
equality with men in the profession; but are admitted 
to it by one Association only. The entrance was accom- 
plished by Mrs. Aryes Purdie, of Craven House, Kings- 
way, between two and three years ago. I am away 
from home, so cannot refer to my authority for the 
name of association or exact date of admission.

Mary M. Jackson.

DEGREES AT OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE.
In your Note headed “Honour and Modesty” you 

state that women are still excluded by the Universities 
of Oxford and Cambridge from the titular degrees for 
which they have qualified. Ordinary and honorary 
degrees are conferred on men by these Universities ; but 
as there are no titular degrees, women cannot be excluded 
from them. Your sentence, if you will permit me to 
say it, should have run : “ Women are not permitted to 
graduate at the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge 
even when they have complied with the University 
regulations as to period of residence and examinations 
qualifying for the degree of B.A.” It is a great mistake 
to assume that a titular degree carrying no privileges is 
to be invented for women.

ANNIE A. M. ROGERS, 
Association for the Education of Women, 

Oxford.

A CORRECTION.
Kindly note that in my letter in Common Cause 

of December 28th, on “ The Case of Miss Jessie 
Brown"—in the fourth line above my signature—the 
word “ insolvence " appears wrongly for " insolence.”

I cannot say whether it is my fault or not, but the 
expression I meant was “ evasive insolence.”

CHARLES B. MABON.

Forthcoming Meetings.
ARRANGED BY THE NATIONAL UNION.

(The meetings are given only a fortnight in 
advance.)

JANUARY 11.
Norwich—Miss L. E. Sowell’s drawing-room meet­

ing—Miss Eva Ward. 4.15
JANUARY 12.

Huddersfield—Mayor's Parlour—Deputation to Mr.
Spenell—Miss Siddon, Mrs. Donkersley. 3.30

Norwich—Miss L. E. Sewell's drawing-room meet­
ing—Miss Eva Ward, 3.30

JANUARY 15.
Manchester—Milton Hall, Deansgate—Annual meet- 

ing—Mrs. F. T. Swanwick, M.A. 8.0
Birmingham—St. Mary's Hall, Bearwood—Rev. C.

Hinscliff, Mrs. Osler (chair). 8.0
JANUARY 16. ,

Wallasey—Central Liberal Club—Miss Rathbone 8.0 
Malton—Adult School—Miss I. O. Ford. 7.80
Newcastle-on-Tyne—27, Ridley Place—Suffrage Choir 

Practice. 8.0
Great Marlow—Danesfield—Drawing-room meeting 

—Mrs. Robie Uniacke, Cameron Grant, 
Esq., E. Hornby-Lewis, Esq. (chair). 3.0

Manchester—The Gaskell Hall, Longsight—Coun- 
cillor Margaret Ashton, M.A., Miss 
Margaret Robertson, B.A. 8.0

Exeter—St. Hilda's Hall, York Road—Whist Drive 
and dance—Tickets 2s. 6d. 7.45

Oxted and Limpsfield—Miss Jacomb Hood's—lecture, 
" Housekeeping as an Industry, . an 
Art, and a Science—Mrs. McKillop, 
M.A. = 3.0

Luton—Mrs. Chalkley's drawing-room meeting— 
Mrs. Rackham. 3.0

JANUARY 17.
Keswick—Battersby Lecture Hall—Miss C. E. Mar- 

shall, " The Economic Aspect of 
Women's, Suffrage"—Miss Highton, 

" The Educational Uses of Women 
Suffrage " — Miss Sidney Knight 
(chair). 8.0

Bournemouth—Assembly Rooms, The Avenue—" At 
Home.” 4-6

Birmingham — " Carnethy," Acock's Green — Mrs. 
Philpotts’ drawing-room meeting— 
Mrs. Ring. 3.30

Bath—Port Office Chambers, Northgate Street— 
" Unjust Laws "—Miss Baretti. 5.0

Lounges and Spacious Dining, Drawing,
Writing, Reading, Billiard, and

Smoking Roams.
Bathrooms on every Floor.

Perfect Sanitation. Passenger Lifts.
Floors Fireproof Throughout.

Night Porters. Telephone.

BEDROOM, ATTENDANCE AND TABLE
D’HOTE BREAKFAST SINGLE, 

from 5/6 to 7/6.
TABLE D'HOTE DINNER, six courses, 3/*

Full Tariff and Testimonials on application.

January II, 1912.

Portsmouth—]Benstead Road School—Hr E. c
Allen. a

Worthing—31, Warwick Street—Miss Stuart's « At 
Tome ’ — Temperance Work ' ’—Mrs. Stuart. , „

JANUARY 18.
Leicester—Victoria Hall, Granby Street—Sufrage
_ plays acted by local suffragists. Evening

Acle—Parish Room—Dr. Mary Bell, Miss’E. Ward. 7.36
JANUARY 19.

Maidenhead Mrs. Olderstear’s drawing-room meet, 
ing—Miss K. D. Courtney, Mrs. Robie Uniacke (chair).

JANUARY 22.
leaks—St. Andrew’s School, Monton—Miss Thirzn 

Pottes, M.A. £ 1"
Manchester—Co-operative Hall, DroyIsden — Coun. 

cillor Margaret Ashton, M.A., Miss 
Margaret Robertson, B.A.

Woburn Sands—Public Hall—Mrs. Rackham 
Farnham—The Institute, South Street— Special 

General Meeting, 4.30—Address by Mr 
Mirrlees. "

JANUARY 23.
Norwich—Higher Grade School—Miss Hill’s meet, 

ing for teachers- Miss Eva Ward
—Nuneaton — Congregational Lecture Hall — Mrs 

Michael Sadler, Mrs. Annot Robinson 
(.L.1.), E. Johnson, Esq. M.P 
(chair).

8.0

8.0
8.0

8.0
JANUARY 24.

Bath—Post Office Chambers, Northgate Street_  
"Josephine Butler and her Work ”— 
Miss Tanner.____________5.0

Bournemouth—-Assembly Rooms, The Avenues At 
Home.’ 4.6

Portsmouth—St. Mary’s School—Miss Hattvill.
Worthing—31, Warwick Street—Miss Bowen’s " At 

Home‘‘—" Poor-law Work‘—Mrs 
 Whyte j . 4.0

LONDON.
JANUARY 11.

Highgate and East St. Pancras—Spear’s Memorial 
Hall. Highgate Hill -—Elizabethan 
Bessle Comedy Company in •< Th a
Rehearsal.’ " 8.0

OlaygateThe Church Schools-—Meeting for women 
—Mrs. Longsdon, Mrs. Beatey, Miss 

M. Martineau i 3.0

JANUARY 13.
Upper Norwood-Grove Lodge—Miss Abadam. Miss 

Emily Green (chair). 3.0
JANUARY 15.

Ealing—Miss Debac’s drawing-room meeting—Miss 
Watson 3.15

Poplar—Wesleyan Chapel Lecture Hall—Woodstock 
Road—Mrs. Gimingham, M.A. 3.0

Camberwell—38, The Gardens, East Dulwich—Meet­
ing for members—Miss Ruth Young 7.30

JANUARY 16.
Small Queen’s Hall—London Society’s Quarterly 

Conference—Miss Palliser, Miss Court- 
ney. Miss Black, 8.30

JANUARY 17.
Fulham—Mrs. Raikes Bromage’s drawing-room 

meeting—Miss C. Corbett, B.A., Mr.
Kennedy 8.30

Sutton—Large Hall, Adult School—Mrs. Snowden.
Evening.

JANUARY 18.
West Southwark—166, Seovell Road—Junior Liberal 

Association—Miss Fielden and Miss 
G. Pott. - 8.30

East Molesey—Conservative Half—Meeting for 
working women. 3.0

JANUARY 19.
Balham—Bell Commercial Hotel, Upper Tooting 

Road, S.W.—Miss Emily Hill, P.L.G., 
Miss Holborn (chair). 3.0

MAUD BARHAM,
186, REGENT STREET, W.

GOWN for Walking or House 
wear, in soft Woollen Materials 
or Serge, with Muslin Under- 

blouse, Hand-embroidered.

£4 4s.

Patterns and 
Estimates on appli. 

cation.

Artistic Dress 
for all occasions.
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JANUARY 20.
Ealing—Royal Abbey Laundry, Chiswick 

Rummage Sale.
Park—

Afternoon
JANUARY 24.

South Kensington—Mrs. Brintow’s drawing-room
-______ meeting-Afternoon

SCOTLAND.JANUARY 19.
Glasgow—Office, 202. Hope Street—" White Slave 

Traffic "—Mrs. Frame.

' IRELAND.
JANUARY 11.

Dublin—35, Molesworth Street—Irish Women Suff- 
rage and Local Government Associa- 
tion—Committee meeting. 11 30

Clontarf, Co. Dublin—Town Hall—Young Men’s 
Literary Society, Women ’ Suffrage 
Meeting-Short addresses by members 
of the I.W.S.L.G.A. " 8.0

MEETINGS ADDRESSED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
- J UNION.JANUARY IL

Rugby—Debating Society—Mrs. Julian Osler. 8.0
JANUARY 12.

Oldham—Lyceum—Oldham District Theachers’ Asso- 
siation—Miss Marjory Lees. ‘ 7.45

JANUARY 25.
London—Marylebone W.L.A.—Mrs. Rackham. 8.0
Birmingham—Men's Ligeral Association, Alston 

Street—Mrs. Osler. . 8.6

The Easiest (Lz
Sweeping is / [ 

BISSELL 
SWEEPING.
If you haven’t a BISSELL SWEEPER in 

your home you are losing a lot of comfort 

that you might enjoy at a very slight cost

Price from 10/6

Same Price Everywhere.. 

MARKT & CO. (London), LD., 
I 38, WILSON ST., LONDON, E.C.

HAIR.
Colour Restored to its perfectly 

natural colour by the use of

COURHCE’S EXTRACT
OF NUT GALLS.

Invaluable to ladies for their hair, as it restores the 
colour close to the skin in a few hours. Unequalled for 
whiskers and moustaches; feeds the roots. Inexpensive, 
harmless, and unchangeable. Post free. United Kingdom, 
2/9, 3/9, 5/3.10/6, 21/-; sample, 1/3. Established 52 years.

Medical Certificate with each bottle.

FUSTY and fading hair checked at once by using 
COURTICE’S CALIMIANTHIST. Known to be abso­
lutely reliable. Almost colourless. Nature’s true restorer 
for hair of any shade from golden to jet black. Not a 
dye, not a stain. Free from poison and any injurious 
ingredient. Does not soil linen or the skin, and warranted 
harmless. Post free, 2/3, 3/9, 5/3. 6/9. Enormous saving 
by buying the 6/9 size, contains nearly 6 times the quantity 

of that in 2/3 bottles.

HAIR FALLING OUT STOPPED in a week by the use 
of COURTICE’S HAIR STIMULANT (Eau Tonique). 
Quite harmless. Its use cannot be detected. Post 

free, 2/9, 5/4. ”

Invaluable for improving growth of hair, and preventing 
hair falling out from the roots.

COURTICE’S QUININE, GLYCERINE, AND CAN- 
tharides. A Scientifically prepared and positive Hair Grower. Checks Decay. Imitated by many but equalled 

by none. 2/6, 5/-, and 10/6.

FREEMAN & Co., 
20, Mimosa St., Fulham, London, S.W.

PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS.

" Not exceeding 10 words : 1 insertion, 9a. imsertwns, 
U. ^insertions, 1s. 6d. 6 insertions, 2s. 94 
insertions, 5s. 6d. Every additional ten words, 6d extra

All payments for Advertisements should be
made to the Manager, 2, Robert Street, Adelphi W C

SUFFRAGE NOTICES.

MISS MARY WESTALL, N.U.W.S.S., accepts 
engagements to give humorous anti-suffrage 

speech. For terms apply, 69, Hamilton Road, Golders 
Green, N.W.

RS. HICKS, B.A., is open for speaking engage- 
: ments. Particulars Illa, Whiteladies Road, 

Sristol.

RS. MERIVALE MAYER at liberty.—Address 
Queensberry Place, South Kensington.

NEW SUFFRAGE DIALOGUE. — 3d. each, post 
free. Caretaker, Fordel, Glenfarg.

PROFESSIONAL.

(IENTRAL BUREAU FOR THE EMPLOYMENT 
. OF WOMEN, 5, Prince’s Street, Cavendish 
Square, W. Telephone 5060 Mayfair. TRAINING

METHOD, comprising precis-writing, card- 
indexing, simple systems of book-keeping, statistics, 
etc. a Day and evening courses at moderate terms. 
For further particulars apply Secretary.

mary McLachlan, Typist, 4, Chapel Walk, 
Manchester.

GENERAL.

ECHSTEIN UPRIGHT GRAND PIANO. 
Great bargain.—11, Parkhurst Road, Holloway.

BONELESS CORSETS, unbreakable. Illustrated 
List Free.—Knitted Corset Company, Nottingham.

OR A CHARITY.— Bead Chains, Suffrage colours, 
3s. 6d., 2s. 6d., also all kinds Bead Articles sent 

Suffrage Sales on commission.—Mrs. Porter, The 
Avenue, Fleet.

ADIES’, GENT.’S and CHILDREN’S Cast-off 
Clothing, Boots, etc., wanted to buy. Best 

prices given. Parcels sent will be valued and cheques 
sent per return.—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby Street, 
Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

OLD FALSE TEETH.—We give highest possible 
prices for above. Offers made ; if unacceptable, 

teeth returned. Dealers in old Gold and Silver in any 
form. Bankers’ references. Straightforward dealing. 
—-Woolfall and Company, Southport.

Remnant sale ! Genuine white art Irish 
Linen, suitable for D’oyleys, Tea-cloths, Tray- 

cloths, etc. Big pieces only. 2/6 per bundle, postage 
4d. Sale catalogue FREE. Write to-day, Hutton’s, 
159, Larne, Ireland.

WHERE TO LIVE.

COUNTRY NURSING AND CONVALESCENT
HOMES. Penn’s Lane, Erdington, near Bir- 

mingham. For Paying Patients. (Under the dis- 
tinguished patronage of the Countess of Bradford.) 
Medical, Surgical, Massage. Permanent Patients 
received in Homes. (Care of one delicate child.) Fully 
certificated. Hospital-trained Nurses sent out on 
application.—Miss C. Fallows, Matron. Telephone:

Erdington. Telegrams: " Nursing, Erdington.”

OSTEL FOR LADIES.—Central. Highly recom-
mended. — Miss Sullivan, 50, Osnaburgh Street, 

Portland Road Station, W. Terms moderate.

Lady receives Students, Teachers, and other Ladies;
full or partial board ; references exchanged .— 

" H,” 9, Burton Street, Tavistock Square, W.C.

ADY, VEGETARIAN, wishes to meet with another 
to share home and expenses. Bracing Leeds 

suburb. Car within five minutes. 1027, Common Cause 
Office.

VEGETARIAN BOARD-RESIDENCE, temporary 
or permanent. Home-like. Ladies and Gentle 

men. Convenient situation. Room and Breakfa. 
from 3s. per day.—Madame Veigele, 63 and 65, Hereford 
Road, Bayswater, W.

QA REDCLIFFE GARDENS, London, S.W. 
O, Ladies only. Terms from 25s.
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ToLA (Seeola)TQOTH POWDER
5 AN IDEALDENTIFRICE,BECAUSE

h is Antiseptic but non-poisonous.
Does hot contain any injurious Acid or Dye.
Preserves and whitens the teeth. .
Certified by the Institute of Hygiene, 1910.
Awarded honours at the Japan-British Exhibition.
Sold by Chemists Everywhere.

. Wholesale: Black Bull Works, Caledonian Market. London. N, J

THE CONCILIATION BILL.
To counteract MISREPRESENTATION, Suffragists and the general 
public should be made acquainted with its provisions and effect. 
Broadcast distribution of the two-colour explanatory leaflet just 
drawn up by Miss Margaret Robertson, B.A., is the best means of 
doing so. To be had only from THE WILLIAM MORRIS PRESS, 
LTD. 42, ALBERT STREET, MANCHESTER, at the prices 
following —250 3s. 6d., 500 5s., 1,000 9s., 2,000 17s., 3,000 24s., 
5,000 37b. 6d., all carriage paid.

Tel. 2960 Gerrard. Licensed by L.C.O.

THE WEST END ASSOCIATION.
(Miss GOLDING.)

Secretaries, Housekeepers, Matrons, Governesses, Nurses and 
Companions introduced free of charge. Flats, families receiving 
Paying Guests, Schools, Nursing Homes and Couriers recommended. 
There is also a Branch for Domestic Servants.
317, REGENT STREET, W. (Near QUEEN’S HALL)

MONTAGUE HOTEL
(Temperance), 

MONTAGUE STREET, RUSSELL SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 
Close to British Museum.

BED and BREAKFAST (attendance inclusive), 3/6 to 5/6. Back
Rooms (overlooking garden) perfectly quiet.

SMOKING ROOM.
Telegrams—" FAITHFUL/’ LONDON. Telephone—9992 Central.

Deansgate Temperance Hotel,
M sanehoctor LARGEST AMD BEST IM THE TOWM. mancnesier. Most centrally situated.

Manchester and Salford Cars to all parts pass close to the Hotel. 
PASSENGER LIFT. TWO NIGHT PORTERS. 

Re-decorated and re-furnished. 
National Telephone 5538 & 5539 City. Manchester.

STANLEY D. GORDON, Manager.

A VALUABLE PRESENT.

Manchester & District
FEDERATION.

A GREAT 

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE
BAZAAR

WILL BE HELD IN THE 

Midland Hall, Manchester,
ON 

February 8th, 9th and 10th, 1912. |

TO BE OPENED

ON THE FIRST DAY AT 12.30 BY
THE RT. HON. 

TheVISCOUNTESS CASTLEREAGH.
Chairman : 

Councillor MARGARET ASHTON, M.S.

ON THE SECOND DAY AT 12.30 BY 

The LADY FRANCES BALFOUR.
Chairman : 

Sir GEORGE KEMP. M.P.

ON THE THIRD DAY AT 12 NOON BY 

LORD EMMOTT,
Chairman:

Sir WILLIAM BAILEY, F.R.G.S.

Volumes I and II 
of

The

Common Cause.

Indispensable as a work of reference to every 
Suffrage and Anti-Suffrage speaker and writer. 

The Index has been prepared with great care. 

Bound in red, white, and green.

Price 8.. 6d. Postage 7d. per volume.

Apply, The Manager, 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

HERR DRESSHER’S 
VIENNESE ORCHESTRA.

EXCELLENT ENTERTAINMENTS.

Catering by the Midland Hotels, Limited.

PRICES OF ADMISSION.
Opening until 4.30, Thursday and Friday, 2s. 6d.

Until 2 on Saturday, 2s. 6d., afterwards 1s.
Season Tickets, 3s. 6d.

Children half-price.

Any offers of help will be gratefully received by the Hon. 
Secretary, the Ladyt Beatrice Kemp, 85. Deansgate Arcade, 

z. Manchester.

59, To Acre London. W.O.. for the Proprietora, The common Cause Publishing’Co., Ltd., and.Published at 2.Robert Street.


