
THE WORKERS’

READNOUGHT I
For International Socialism

Vol. VI.— No. 34. SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 15th, 1919. PRICE TWOPENCE.

IRELAND -ANOTHER ADVENTURE. U
Something in the manner of a surprise Christ- 

mas stocking is promised Ireland by the Cabinet, 
Committee now engaged in finding a "solution", 
for the Irish ‘ ‘problem.” The ‘Times’ gives some 
of the guiding principles which this Committee 
has adopted, and which are regarded as assured 
of success. ,

As a good beginning, Ulster is not to be coerced 
in any form ! A casual observer may think that 
Sir E. Carson naturally has brought pressure to 
beat on the Government to exempt his friends 
from any control by the “disloyal” element, but 
there is much more in these words than that.

The whole Province of Ulster is to be under 
an Ulster Parliament, whilst Leinster, Munster 
and Connaught are also to be granted a Parlia
ment—no plebiscite is contemplated and county 
option is ruled out. Even those who possess the 
most elementary knowledge of the conditions pre
vailing in Ireland know that the population of 
Leinster, Munster and Connaught is fairly simi- 
lar in polititics, although the Sinn Feiners and 
Nationalists may be disturbed by half a dozen 
Carsonites who can always take shelter under the 
wing of the Ulster Parliament.

When you examine the Province of Ulster, 
however, quite a different picture meets 
the eye. To begin with, at the last General 
Elections the Province of Ulster returned 10 Sinn 
Fein Members of Parliament, two of whom 
were unopposed. In addition to this fact, 
unsuccessful Sinn Fein candidates got 48,642 
votes, and Belfast itself returned Joseph Devlin, 
Nationalist, as representative for the Falls 
Division of that city, Yet Ulster is not to be 
coerced, but what will be the fate of these people 
and the countless others who have rallied to Sinn 
Fein during the past year ? Are they to be asked 
to accept what the “loyal” population thinks 
good for them ? For that is the meaning of the 
war-cry that "Ulster" is not to be coerced. All 
those who rail against intervention in Russia, 
merely because “you cannot enforce a Govern, 
meat on a country or a people from without,” 
surely commit themselves to the same principle 
in the case of Ireland, and must oppose such 
legislation.

What are the broad facts of the case ? Since 
the twelfth century Ireland has been undergoing 
the process of being "conquered" by England. 
In 1919 that process has been so "successful" 

"LIBERTY" IN IRELAND.
The following are acts of aggression committed 

in Ireland by the Military and Police of the uswrp- 
ing English (idb^rnfii^nt, as published in the daily 
Press. for weeks ending October 11th to 25th. 
1919;— —"1 '

# * *
Sixty-nine raids, 62 arrests, 16 courts-martial, 40 

sentences, 96 armed assaults, 43 proclamations and 
zypressions, 2 suppressions of newspapers. Total

A meeting of the Irish Transport Workers’ Union 
was proclaimed in Clonmel, Co. Tipperary.

. While returning from the theatre with two 
friends, D. V. Rushton, an Englishman, was as- 
sauited by a policeman. The policeman was strik- 
in& a poor woman, when Rushton interfered. It 
was then he was assaulted by the policeman. Rush- / 
ton was struck in the face several times, his glasses 
being smashed. Two other policemen stood by, im- 
passive spectators of the whole affair.

*# * *

that 50,000 or 70,000 soldiers have to be kept in 
the country to maintain "law and order." In
cidentally policemen meet their death, victims of 
this despotism. The Parliament, which was 
elected by three-fourths of the people (assuming 
that 73 Sinn Fein members merely indicates that 

. proportion) has been declared an illegal assembly 
by a foreign power called England, just as that 
same power designates the Soviet Government of 
Russia as non representative of Russia, and wages 
war on it in order to stop its growth and curb 
its power. Self-determination has been deman
ded in the case of many countries during the 
Peace Conference, though these countries had 
in no instance thrown off the Government of the 
oppressor with such unanimity as was the case in 
Ireland. Yet when this contrast is made, the 
British Government replies that Ireland is a 
domestic question- Much domesticity there 
seems to be when one lands at Kingstown and 
sees the sentries posted everywhere with their 
fixed bayonets, and the barbed wire defences I

Yet the ‘Times’ is full of hope that the new 
solution is going to change everything—two Par- 
liaments, dominated by a Council which would 
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The pig market at Tipperary was suppressed by 
armed police, who freed the pigs from the market 
pens, and drove them into the streets.

A proclamation has been issued applying further 
sections of the Coercion Act of 1887 to Dublin City 
and County. By these sections the English Crown 
is empowered to empanel special juries to secure a 
conviction or alternatively to transfer the trial to 
any other city or county in Ireland where a convic
tion could be more easily secured.* * *

The police forces in Ireland are receiving instruc- 
tions in the use of hand grenades and American 
automatic pistols. These weapons are being added 
to their usual equipment, which consists in batons, 
rifles, bayonets, and revolvers.

■ Twenty prisoners imprisoned on political charges 
were released in broken health from Mountjoy 
Prison, Dublin, where they had been eleven days 
in manacles night and day, and fourteen days in 
solitary confinement.

have delegates from both Parliaments, is the 
panacea suggested. Ireland would still have 
no power over finance, or peace or war. A 
measure on these lines may be introduced into 
the House of Commons before Christmas and 
the Home Rule Bill now on the Statute book 
scrapped. But who is to put the Irish point 
of view at Westminster, when her accredited re- 
presentatives were elected on the condition that 
they would sit not at Westminster but at College 
Green ? Legislation on these lines can only be 
classed as ''interference in the internal affairs of 
another country,” and Ireland will regard it in 
that light.

Legislation of one sort only is likely to gain 
favour with the Irish people, i.e. an order for the 
evacuation of the Army of occupation, its main- 
tenanoe in Ireland can only incense the people 
still more against British methods. There is no 
reason to maintain this Army, nor was there ever 
one unless it should be that Ireland is a good 
drilling ground and a plausible excuse to the 
world for delay in disbanding the Army.

M. O 'C.

GERMANY UNDER THE BRITISH.
A German millionaire of Duren, named Schoeller. 

has been sentenced to six months’ imprisonment by 
the British Summary Court, according to a Reuter 
message. The offence given is that of insolence to 
a British officer, and failure to heat the rooms in 
his house where British officers were billeted. Imi
tation is the best form of flattery, and those who still 
love the Kaiser must be very flattered at the British 
imitation of the methods in vogue during his re- 
gime.

GERMANS JOIN THE RED ARMY.
It is reported from a reliable source that about 

30,000 men of the Courland troops have gone over 
to the Red Army, and that the detachments of troops 
ready to retreat are, therefore, but small.—Berlin, 
November 1st (Frankfort News.)

MOONEY.
In the November issue of Freedom there appears 

an illuminative article on the “Mooney case.” 
Much has been written about the trickery and base 
methods used to procure Mooney’s conviction, and 
Freedom now publishes a Government expose of 
the case and the scandalous method: put in prac- 
tiee.

P"" 
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY of AMERICA.
Nathan Chabron, who is the delegate of the 

Communist Party of America to the coming 
Congress of the Third International at Moscow, 
writes from Stockholm on his way to Moscow, 
and gives us his version for the reason of the 
existence of a Communist Labour Party as well 
as a Communist Party in America.

Our readers will remember that in our issue 
of October 4th we published a letter from John 
Reed explaining the aims of the C.L.P.A. and 
also the programme of that Party, and now we 
are most pleased to be able to give the same 
publicity to the objects and aims of the Com- 
munist Party. According to the international 
secretary, Louis Fraina, the Party has already 
a membership of sixty‘thousand, whilst the 
Communist Labour Party is reported to number 
about thirty thousand, thus proving that Com- 
munism is rapidly gaining ground in America. 
For that reason alone the existence of both Com
munist parties should be extremely welcome, 
though, as we have hitherto remarked, there is 
more to be gained for the cause by unified ac
tion than by individual or divided efforts.

Nathan Chabron points out, as John Reed 
also did, that real difference does not exist be
tween the C.P.A. and C.L.P.A.; and puts for
ward the unfortunate suggestion that the whole 
antagonism is purely personal, and not worthy 
of Communists. He denies that the C.P.A. com- 
prises a preponderance of foreign-born, ele- 
ments, pointing out that, very many ‘pure 
Americans" already belong to the C.P.A. The 
reason of such an accusation, if it may be re- 
garded as such, lies doubtless in the fact that 
the Foreign Language Group, which was ex- 
pelled from the old Socialist party because they 
were foreigners, took the initiative in forming 
the C.P.A.

The programme of the C.P.A. which is here 
reproduced almost in its entirety, may differ in 
unessentials from that of the C.L.P. which 
was printed in our issue of October 4th, but in 
essentials there is no difference on paper. Of 
course, it is always the work and methods of a 
party which mar or make it, and, therefore, the 

Dreadnought’ is content to wait to pass ad
verse judgment until either section should be- 
tray the Communist cause.

EXTRACT FROM PROGRAMME.

The uncompromising character of the class 
struggle must be maintained under all circum- 
stances. The Communist Party, accordingly, in 
campaigns and elections, and in all its other activi- 
ties, shall not co-operate with groups and parties: 
not committed to the revolutionary class struggle, 
Buen as the Socialist Party, Labour Party, Non- 
Partisan League,People 8 Council, Municipal 
Ownership Leagues, etc,

A.—The Communist Party shall make the great 
industrial struggle of the working class its major 
campaign . in order to develop an understanding of 
the strikes in relation to the overthrow of Capi- • 
talism.

B.—The Communist Party shall participate in 
mass strikes, not only to achieve the immediate 
purpose of the strike, but to develop the revolu- 
tionary implications and action of the mass strike.

(1) The mass strikes are vital factors in the 
dynamic process out of which develops the workers’ 
understanding and action for the conquest of 

. power.
(2) In mass strikes under conditions of concen

trated capitalism there is latent the tendency 
towards the general mass strike which takes on a 
political character and develops the impulse 
towards proletarian dictatorship—all power to the 
workers.

(3) in these general mass strikes the Com- 
munist Party shall emphasise the necessity of 
maintaining industry by and lor the workers and 
taking over by the workers oi social- functions 
usually discharged by the capitalist and the organs 
ol capitalism. The strike must cease being 
isolated and passive: it must become positive, 
general and aggressive, preparing the workers for 

’ the complete assumption of industrial and social 
control.

(4) Every local and district organisation of the 
party shall establish contact with industrial units 
in its territory— the shop, the mill and the mine— 
and direct its agitation accordingly. I

j (5) Communist Party shop committees, con- 
gisting of members of the Communist Party, shall 
be organised whorever possible for the purpose of

Communist agitation in a particular shop or
• industry by the workers employed there. These 

. committees shall be united with each other as a
part of the Communist Party, so that the party 
shall have actual contact with the workers and 
mobilise them for action against Capitalism in a 
crisis.
C.—The Communist Party must engage actively 

in the struggle to revolutionise the unions of the 
workers.

As against the trade unionism of the Federation 
of Labour and similar organisations, the Communist 
Party makes propaganda in industrial unionism 
and industrial union organisations, emphasising 
their revolutionary implications. Industrial unionism 
is not simply a means for the every-day struggle 
against Capitalism; its ultimate purpose is revolu
tionary, implying the necessity of ending the 
capitalist parliamentary state. Industrial unionism • 
is a factor in the final mass action for the conquest A 
of power, and it will constitute the basis for the 
industrial administration of the Communist 
Commonwealth.

(1) The Communist Party recognises that the 
A.T.L. is reactionary and a bulwark of capital- 
ism. It is actually an enemyof the workers.

(2) Councils of workers shall be organised in 
the various shops as circumstances allow for the 
purpose of carrying on the industrial struggle 
among the workers in these unions, uniting and 
mobilising the militant elements; this council to 
be united in a central council wherever possible. -

(3) it shall be the task of the Communist Party 
to agitate for the construction of a general indus
trial union organisation, embracing the I.W.W., 
I.I.U., independent and secession unions, militant 
unions of the A.F.L and the unorganised workers 
on the basis of the revolutionary class struggle.
D.—The Communist Party shall encourage move

ments of the workers in the shops seeking to realise 
workers' control of industry, while indicating 
their limitations under capitalism; concretely, any 
movement developing analogous to the shop stewards 
of England. Those movements equally directed 
against the union bureaucracy should be related to 
the Communist movement.

E.—The unorganised, the unskilled workers, in- 
eluding the agricultural proletariat, constitute the 
bulk ot the working class. The Communist Party 
shall directly and systematically agitate among these 
workers, awakening them to industrial organisation 
and action.

F.—In close connection with the unskilled worker 
are the problems of the negro worker. The-negro 
problem is a political and economic problem. The 
racial question of the negro is simply the ex- 
pression of his economic bondage and oppression, 
each intensifying the other. This complicates the 
negro problem but does not alter its proletarian 
character. The Communist Party will carry on 
agitation among the negro workers to unite them 
with all class conscious workers.

G. The United States is developing aggressive 
militarism. The Communist Party will wage the 
struggle against militarism as a phase of the class 
struggle to hasten the downfall of capitalism.
I—The struggle against imperialism constitutes 

the basis of proletarian revolutionary action in our 
epoch. This struggle is necessarily an international 
one.

(1) The Communist Party proposes to work in 
close unity wI A the Communist international and 
its affiliated organisations for common action 
against imperialism.
" (2) The Communist Party emphasises the 
common character of the struggle of workers of all 

. nations, making necessary the solidarity of the 
workers of the world.

INDUSTRIAL WORKERS of the WORLD 
are holding a GRAND DANCE in the

WORKERS DOCIALiSi CLUB, , 
28, East Road, City Road, on Sat. Nov. 29th 
Dancing 7.30 till 12
American Jazz Band.

TICKETS 1/3
Good Music, 

Come and Dance and Enjoy Yourself.

Fellow Workers,
Members of the I.W.W. are being persecuted in 

Australia, Canada and America for being loyal to 
the working class. Six thousand are in jail in Ame- 
rica serving from 1 to 20 years. In Australia mem- 
bers are serving upwards to 15 years in jail. In Can- 
ada the law is 5 years for having an I.W.W. Card in 
your possession. Members are being deported from 
England back to other lands, and those depending 
on them left in London to starve. Others have been 
sent over from America and left at the landing stage 
with hardly any money at all, after serving a year 
or more in jail in the U.S. A ; so that we are asking 
you to buy a ticket to help thedeportees and those 
dependent on them.

"Propaganda Committee.’

Foreign Notes.
ELECTIONS
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IN ITALY By H. K. Moderwell.
The Moscow Soviet of National Defence / 

cording to ‘L Humanity’) has made the fol" 
ing decision: "In view of the critical posit"" 
and great military danger of the country owi" 
to the invasion of the White Guards, it has b 
come necessary to concentrate all the forces of 
the Republic, and the Soviet of National Defene 

workinghas decided to institute a twelve-hour 
day with extra pay.”

. At a meeting of the Samara Soviet it 
cided to mobilise all the proletariat of

was de. 
Samara,

The Mensheviki of Samara have unanimously 
declared themselves for the fight against Denikin

The "Vpered" (‘Forward’), published in Lem. 
berg (Eastern Galicia), writes that Denikin's 
violation of the sovereignty - of the Kuban 
Republic has aroused the whole country, Cog. 
sack troops have concentrated in and near Ekat 
erinodar, and after wiping out Denikin’s volun. 
tears, have occupied Novo Rossiisk on the Black 
Sea. It is alleged that there is not a single de. 
tachment of Denikin’s forces in the whole terri. 
tory of Kuban. The anti-Bolshevik Kuban Gov. 
ernment has come to terms with Petlura who is 
fighting against both Denikin and the Bolsheviki,

UKRAINE Revolt against DENIKIN’S RULE,

“Folkets Dagblad Politiken”Oct. 22nd learns from 
the Ukrainian Diplomatic Mission. Stockholm, that 
the revolt againsi Denikin is spreading fast, especi- 
ally in the governments of Kiev.Poliava.Ekaterino- 
slav and Tsiernschoff, and lately also in the Don 
district. At Rostoff there are organised strikes in 
all the factories. T he railways can be run only with 
military help. There have been wholesale arrests of 
railwaymen and workers connected with therailways.

SCANDINAVIAN ANTI-MILITARISTS DEPORTED 
FROM U.S.A.

. According to a telegramfrom New York Mr. Lan
sing has informed Congress' that Swedish and Nor
wegian diplomats have protested against the whole
sale deportations ol oCan dinavians • 733 Swedes, 447 
Norwegians and 53 Danes are said to be affected by 
the order of deportation. "Fulkets Dagbiad Poli- 
tiken" states that a Swedish gentleman who has re- 
turned recently from America alleges that most of 
the deportees are men who were LOL yet naturalised 
when Am rica entered the war and who claimed ex- 
emption as foreigners, but that there are many who 
i efused to join up on Socialist or political grounds. 
All were told at the time that they were to be de- 
ported when the war was over.

FREEDOM.
A Journal of Anarchist Communism.

Monthly, 2d.; Annual Sub., 2s. 6d.
Agents wanted. 1s. 6d. for 13.

FREEDOM PRESS, 127, OSSULSTON STREET, 
London, N.W. 1.

Is

MALTHUSIANISM
IN THE OPINION OF EXPERTS.

Professor Hardy’s
- Marvellous Publications 

ON BIRTH-CONTROL 
of FAMILY LIMITATION

the finest up-to-date. Supplied only to 
persons over 21.

Florence, Oct. 26th.
The Bologna Congress of the Italian So- 

cialist Party, which adopted the revolution
ary "Maximalist" programme, but rejected the 
proposal of the extreme left to fibstain from 
parliamentary elections, has not had the fatal 
affect on the Party which was predicted by 
many of the bourgeois journals. On the con- 
trary the Party, entering the campaign for 
the election of ft new Chamber of Deputies 
on November 16, has never been more com- 
pact and aggressive.

Shortly after the close of the Congress, the 
deputies of the conservative "Reformist” fac- 
lion, which had urged temporary combin- 
ation with the bourgeois parties for the se- 
euring of social reforms, issued a statement 
saying that although they considered them- 
selves ill suited to carrying out the Maximalist 
programme of the Party, still they would ac
cept nomination if their constituents insisted. 
At the same time the left or “Abstentionists” 
stated that they would remain in the Party 
and would refrain from urging an “Absten
tion ist." propaganda during the electoral 
campaign.

| The Party then decided to nominate can- 
didates of the various tactiors in proportion 
to the strength shown at Bologna, roughly, 
12 for the Maximalists, to 4 for the Reform
ists, to one for the Abstentionists. The more 
outspoken of the Abstentionists could not 
very well accept parliamentary candidacies 
when they have urged complete abstention 
from participation in a bourgeois parliament. 
But the extreme revolutionary wing is never- 
theless well represented in the electoral lists. 
Many of the candidates are now in prison for 
opposition to militarism or for preaching re- 
volution. .

The conservatives are represented in their 
due proportion. But the nominations were 
made only after they had pledged their ad
herence to party discipline. There was a spe- 
eial need to exact this pledge, for the “Re
formists,” trough consistently against the war, 
have shown a willingness to play the bour
geois parliamentary game which made them 
constantly unpopular with the rank and file. 
Turati, leader of the group, is commonly 
credited with an ambition to be Premier, an 
ambition which would very probably be ful
filled if he were able to keep the Party in 
reformist roads. .

Another rock on which the bourgeois papers 
expected the Socialists to split was that para
graph in the Maximalist programme calling 
for the immediate creation of Workmen’s 
Councils in anticipation of the expected revo- 
ution. The labor unions and the local ‘cham- 

bers of labor’ resented this, as an intimation 
that their usefulness was past. But this 
alousy between the Party and the unions is 

do means seriously endangering the co- 
Operation of the political and industrial wings 
of the Italian labor movement. Not a single

labor organisation has withdrawn its support 
as a consequence of the adoption of the Max- 
imalist programme. The jealousy that exists 
is much rather that of the leaders than of the 
members of the two wings, who after all are 
one and the same. Further, the Maximalist
programme by no means rules out the existing 
labor organisations as instruments of the revo
lution.

. labor'
Any of the ■ local“chambers of
which accept the revolutionary

programme (and most of them do) will 
doubtless become the “workmen's councils" 
demanded by the party. Some of them, 
indeed, seem at the present moment admirably 
adapted to assume legislative and executive 
power in a revolutionary period.

The differences within the Party, in short, 
are only those of any healthy political organ- 
ization. Complete unity of action has been 
preserved. And this is not a patch-work 
unity, attained by verbal concessions, as is 
so often the case in the labour organizations of 
England and America. It is based on the 
conscious will of the overwhelming mass of 
the Party members, to which the leaders of all 
shades of opinions must submit.

Whatever the merits of the Abstentionist 
case, no solution could so well have preserved 
the fighting power of the Party as the one 
adopted at Bologna. If the Abstentionists 
had won the day, an important part of the 
Party would certainly have split off from the 
main body. Further, as the Maximalists 
pointed out, the “yellow” Socialists would 
have elbowed their way into the Chamber ot 
Deputies in the place of many revolutionists, 
and would have been able to mislead a large 
portion of the proletariat. Equally, if the Re
formists had won, the Abstentionists would 
certainly have formed a separate Communist 
party. • As it is, the Party is united under a 
programme which, whatever else may be said 
of it, is more revolutionary than that of any 
other majority Socialist Party in the world, 
save in Russia and Bulgaria. The purpose of 
the Party in taking part in the present elec
tions is solely to keep out the yellow Socialists, 
and to make what revolutionary propaganda 
may be possible from the Chamber of De
puties. The candidates are pledged not to 
work in any way with the bourgeois parties 
or to attempt any palliative reforms for the 
working class by parliamentary means. No 
one who in any way supported the recent 
war is permitted to be a candidal e.

The Parties opposing the Socialists are all 
more or less divided and weakened by per- 
sonal quarrels. Ot the Conservatives, (who 

• call themselves "Liberals"), there is one wing 
which sees the need of reforming the present 
constitution if the Italian bourgeois and land
owning class is to befool the workers any 
longer. This wing is opposed by the never- 
say-die Tories, and neither wing knows what 
to do to rescue Italy from the economic ruin 
which is facing it as a result of the war. The 
Clericals (calling themselves the “Popular

Party") are better disciplined; but neverthe
less are suffering from serious internal dis- 
tensions. Their greater weakness lies in the 
fact that they are facing a critical situation 
in the country and cannot offer a programme 
to meet it. They will of course receive the 
votes that are blindly at the control of the 
local priests, but they will need more than 
their old vague phrases to satisfy the de
mands of men actually suffering from, hun
ger.

The "vellow" pro-war Socialists (or rather 
ex-Socialists. for they were long ago expelled 
from the Party), have become raving nation- 
alists of the d'Annunzio type, and are seeking 
to place themselves at the head of ail the lib- 
eral groups and harmless reform parties. 
Their chief support is in the votes of these 
veterans of the war who were organised, semi- 
officially, into “Veterans' Associations." (These 
associations are admitted to be mere instru- 
ments of the rich merchant and industrialists 
to combat the labor movement, but it was 
a shrewd stroke to turn them over to the 
leadership of pseudo Socialists). Unfortunately 
for them the various liberals and reformers 
are fighting over who shall hold office, and 
the fortunes ofhe new Party are very shaky 
More important, the Socialists have formed 
Leagues of Proletarian Veterans in each city.
and these are
tions.

assuming enormous propor-
The bourgeoisie will not be able, as it

had hoped, to control the whole “Khaki vote” 
for its own private purposes.

The Socialist Party of Italy expects to in
crease the number of its deputies from 42 to 
more than a hundred. But it does not in the 
least expect that the revolution will be ac
complished by parliamentary means. It looks 
for no revolution this winter, and based its 
action on that assumption. But it does ex- 
pect the revolution to come speedily. If the 
Russian Soviet Government holds through 
the winter, as at present seems certain, Eu
rope will face a new revolutionary phase next 
spring. The men at present directing its de- 
stinies cannot possibly solve the economic 
and financial problems which will confront 
them. The crisis which will meet Italy in the 
spring will be one of revolutionary character.

This is the analysis made by the Italian 
Socialist Party. . Though it is trying its 
hardest to win as many seats as possible in 
the next Chamber of Deputies, it considers 
the present electoral campaign as nothing 
more than a dress parade of the Italian pro
letariat. Its more important work is being 
dore outside the parliamentary field, in build 
ing and strengthening the workers own eco- 
nomic organisations, and in gaining a secure 
Communist majority within them. When , 
the moment of revolution comes, these de- 
puties will be the first to declare the Cham
ber a thing of the past. The power will pass 
to the organs of the workers themselves.

FOR 2/6 POST FREE

From J. W. GOTT, Sec., LIBERATOR LEAGUE

61, DORSET ST., BRADFORD

THE AALAND ISLANDS.
The text of a note of protest on the Aaland ques- 

in sent by Tehicherin on behalf of Soviet Russia 
iithei Foreign Offices of London, Paris, Rome, pis nington, and Tokio, is reproduced in - the

Nets Dagblad Politiken, October 25th. Tchiche 
thaving learnt through telegrams that the prin- 
I —tente nations are to settle the fate of the 

in —islands and award them either to Sweden 
—.9 inland, points out that there is as yet no 
hoalX between Russia and Finland, and that the 
L, ares have never been defined. Therefore, Fin-

3 right to the islands cannot be acknowledged

(without the sanction of Russia, and still less can they 
be given to Sweden without Russia’s consent. While 
reiterating that Soviet Russia does not intend to 
violate the great principle of self-determination,and 

, does not wish to force any part of old Russia into
its rule, he protests against the Great Powers usurp- 
ing the right to dispose of any territory, once Rus- 
sian, against the will of the people concerned, and 
without ascertaining what is the wish of its work- 
ing-class population.

He finally declares, on behalf of his Government 
that no arbitrary disposal of the Aaland Islands 
will be. sanctioned and that Russia will declare any 
such disposal as illegal, and, therefore, not binding.

It will be remembered that Clemenceau, some time 
ago, was said to have . awarded the islands to 
Sweden on condition that Sweden joined the block- 
ade. - Now comes the telegram (see Daily Herald 
of November 2nd) that Clemenceau offers them to 
Finland as a bribe for sending an army to the help 
of Yudenitch.

SWAN SONG.

"Cling to Parliamentary institutions because the 
only substitute is Soviet institutions.” Words spoken 
by the Lord Chancellor at the dinner of the Worship- 
ful Company of Weavers.
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The Italian Trade Union Movement and 
The Camera del Lavoro,

The T tali a n Trade and Industrial Unions 
were orioina|lv started bv the Socialist Party. 
The membership of the Unions is now greater 
than that of the Partv. Tn Milan there are 
1 900 members of the Socialist, Party and 
120 000 members of the Unions .* Neverthe- 
less the Party still retains great influence with 
the Unions, and it is highly important to 
notice that in the case of a strike for a 
political object, it is the Socialist Party 
which calls the strike.

Though the Italian Parliament sits at Rome, 
the headquarters of the Italian workers' 
organisations both political and industrial, 
are in the industrial city of Milan.

Every working class centre has its workers’ 
house, called the Camera del Lavoro. and the 
Milan Camera del Lavoro is the largest of 
all. Tt contains 90 offices for the Unions, in 
which the names of the organised workers 
are indexed in card files As far as possible 
each Union has its own"office. but as there 
are more than 90 Unions, two Unions are in 
some cases obliged to share a room.

In the Camera del Lavoro building there is 
a fine theatre which accommodates two 
thousand people sitting, or ten thousand 
standing: it is a common thing for the 
audience to stand at indoor meetings in 
Italy, in order that more people may be 
present. The theatre is used as a rule ior 
meetings but at present is monopolised by 
the actors who are on strike and who have 
covered the walls of Milan with pictorial 
posters advertising that fact, and portraying 
the fat theatrical profiteer exploiting the lean 
theatrical workers, who proclaim themselves 
as members of the working class.

Attached to the Camera del Lavoro is a 
large professional school, where boys and 
girls may learn the technique of weaving, 
carpentering, bookbinding, engineering, and 
all sorts of trades and crafts. In view of 
the approach of the Workers’ Revolution in 
Italy, it is interesting to learn that the work 
of providing technical education for the 
people, which in Britain was first started by 
public-spirited private individuals and is now 
undertaken by the Municipality, is in Italy 
already carried on by the workers’ own indus- 
trial organisations. The Camera del Lav
oro itself provides one-third of the cost 
of the professional school, the Unions 
one-third, and the Municipality makes a fur
ther grant of one-third. The Camera is 
assisted in its work by the fact that some

*In the whole of Italy there are now 
1,300,000 Trade Unionists; there were less 
than 300,000 in December, 1918, as the 
membership greatly declined during the 
war. The Socialist Party has 87,000 mem- 
bers in Italy. The "Avanti!" has a circul
ation of 300,000 daily.

years ago a certain rich man called Lona left 
a fortune of 30.000,000 lire for the benefit of 
the workers; for eight years there was a 
squabble as to the use to which this money 
should be put. During these years the in- 
terest on the money accumulated. After
wards a Committee was formed for ad- 
ministering the fortune on which the Social- 
ists have always had the prepond eratin er voice. 
The money is used to assist the industrial 
movement of the workers in all parts of Italy 
and to provide professional schools and so on.

During the war the Camera del Lavoro 
also took to manufacturing and selling on its 
own account, so that the Italian workers 

‘have already had a good deal of experience in 
the control of industry.

The GENERAL COUNCIL AND ExecutIve 
OF the TRADE UNIONS.

The structure of the Italian trade and in
dustrial organisations approximates in some 
respects to that of the Soviets. It is a structure 
at once more closely knit and more easily con- 
trolled by the rank and file than is that of 
the British Trade Union movement.

Each Union has of course its own special 
Executive Committee numbering 7, 9, or 11, 
according to the will of the Union members.

There is a General Council of the Unions, 
to which each Union may appoint one dele
gate for every hundred members, fifty being 
the minimum membership for securing one 
delegate. Hitherto the General Council has 
elected the Executive, which consists of 15 
members, but more advanced elements were 
dissatisfied with this method; therefore at the 
last election the Executive was directly elected 
by the whole membership. The result was 
that the more advanced representatives lost 
their places and the more reactionary element 
captured every seat. The reason was that 
probably, in the main, the reactionaries are 
the older orators, who are known throughout 
the country : whereas the younger people, 
with the newer ideas, are doing the local 
spade work: and thus being only known 
locally, they cannot capture a national major
ity. On the other hand the members of the 
General Council, who have personal contact 
with each other, are able to recognise each 
other's qualities, and when the Executive was 
elected by the General Council, it was repres
enting a body which was able really to super
vise its work. Those who imagine that the 
Soviet system is not democratic, because it is 
a system of committees which elect other 
committees, should bear this in mind.

The Executive Committee of the Italian 
General Council of Unions elects its own sec
retary and staff.

Though each Union has its own Executive 
and manages its own affairs, it is recognised 
that strikes are liable to affect, not only the 
trade or industry in which the strikers are 
employed, but many others beside. There
fore the central body is consulted in the case 
of important strikes. Sometimes the Execu
tive can decide the matter, but frequently the 
General Council is summoned. Five General 
Councils were held in connection with the 
great strike of the metal workers. We were 
told that the unofficial strikes, which are so 
common in Britain, do not take place among 
the organised workers of Italy. The unor
ganised workers, however, often have spon
taneous strikes; but usually after a few days 
they apply to the Camera del Lavoro for aid, 
and thus they become organised.

Workshop Committees.
During the war an organisation called the 

Internal Commission was set up to facilitate 
production under the Committees of Mobilis-

ation. The Internal Commission consisted or | 
workshop committees composed of workers’ 
delegates in the proportion of one delegate 
per hundred workers, some technicians, and 4 
military president. At first these Committees 
only discussed matters of factory discipline 
but later practical questions of the organ- 
isation of the work, supplies of materials. p^J 
ings, and so on. came before them. Tha 
workers’ representatives constantly indnend 
these wider discussions and thereby learnt 
many things. They discovered, for instance 
that in the leather industry the wages A. 
mounted to only 7 per cent on the cost, and 
they were soon able to discuss wages with 
their employers with a knowledge they had 
never hitherto possessed. Now that the war 
is over, the Committee on Mobilisation has 
relaxed its hold on industry, the military Dre. 
sident and the technicians have retired from 
the Internal Commission, but the workshop 
Committees remain and now carry on negotin. 
tions with the era plovers in conjunction with 
the Trade Union officials. The Workshop 
Committees were largely controlling the in. 
dustry during the war; they have retained 
as much as possible of their old power, and 
are waiting to take complete control when 
the Revolution comes. Theirs is a story qnite 
opposite to that of the British Munitions Tri. 
bunals, though the intention of the Ttalian 
Government in setting up the Internal Com. 
mission was precisely that of the British 
Government. Rnt whilst the British Trade 
Unionists were Jingo "Social Patriots." their 
Italian contemporaries were class war Socialists 
— in that lies the difference!

Workers in small unorganised trades are 
sometimes afraid to ack the Camera del Lav 
oro to assist them, lest they should be dis 
missed. During the war this fear was accen 
tuated, because the Camera del Lavoro opposed 
the war. Therefore the Camera del Lavoro 
without any application from the workers con 
cerned, brought the conditions in manv ill 
paid trades before the Committees on Mobilis 
ation and the Internal Commission, and de 
manded improvements, if these were refuse 
the facts were brought before the workers 
and they were urged to make the sam 
demands.

The workers in the weaker trades are als 
assisted by the Camera to form benefit societie 
for sickness and accident, (As we pointed 01 
in a previous article, Italian Trade and Indus 
trial Unions do not undertake friendly insu 
ance: this is done by Societies specially forme 
for the purpose. The Trade and Industris 
Unions are fighting organisations for improvin 
the status of the worker in the industry.) Wil 
the assistance, of the Camera del Lavoro if th 
worker pays 50 centesimit a day to the Trad 
Union, -and out of that 1 lira 50 centesimi P 
month is paid to the benefit society, then tl 
worker can get 2 lire a day sick or accider 
benefit after six months’ membership.

Scavengers and other casual workers we 
long unorganised because of their fluctuant 
trade. Now each group of workers among t 
casuals elects a representative, who collec 
the subscriptions and takes them to the Can 
era del Lavoro, where the members’ namf 
with particulars regarding their payments, et 
are kept in card files. Anyone can go to t 
Camera, and, by consulting the file, can 8 
just where he stands and whether his "I 
nave been paid. The collector receives 
travelling expenses and a small donation 
the end of his term of office and the worK, 
are spared the expense of, a treasurer 21 
secretary. >

Continued on Page 1538 ___
(There are 100 centesimi in a lira, which 
worth about 9d. in English money.
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PEACE WITH RUSSIA: Lloyd George v. Bonar Law & Co.
As has become customary during the 

Premiership of Lloyd George, statements of 
policy are made bv him at feasts of some sort, 
and not in the House of Commons. It would 
have been nothing very unusual for.Mr. Lloyd 
George to have made his statement on Novem- 
ber 5th on the occasion of the Russian Debate 
instead of at the Lord Mayor’s banqu t. but 
that may have been thought undiplom itic; it 
would not have been so easy to ignore n state- 
ment made in Parliament. However, we now 
now that the Prime Minister means to be able 

to keep in with both sides; the interven ionists 
and the anti-interventionists: for in his speech 
on November 8th at the Guildhall he said • —

"I say quite frankly I do not ice the outlook 
in Russia. A few weeks ago there was a pros- 

\p.c.t of an edrly issue.. It was distinctly pro
mising. To-dayt the indications point to a 
more prolonged and sanguinary strug.gle.,,

These words give interventionists hopes of 
continuing their game in Russia; and those who 
want to believe that Lloyd George "would if he 
could"’ will find solace in his hint of approach. 
ing the Soviet Government when he said:—

“ CivRisaiion cannot afford a distracted and 
deflate Russia. The Supreme Council of the 
Allies early this near made an effort to organise 
ware amongst the warring sections and afford 
the Russian people an opportunity of deciding 
for themselves by peaceable means in what way 
then desired to be governed. ' Unfortunately 
no section in Russia was ready; all were bent 
on cGnauesi. I hope the time is not distant 
when the Rowers will be able to renew that 
attempt with a better prospect of success. ”

Just now a great change may be noticed in 
the Press of this country; we have the Daily 
Neas and the Dailu Express advocating the 
winding up of the "Russian tangle. ” To work 
for that end the Daily Express has published a 
series of articles by Colonel Malone. M.P., 
recently returned from Soviet Russia. He 
declares himself an independent observer, and 
not an admirer of Bolshevism, yet his articles, 
his speech in the House, all prove that Bolshe- 
vile Russia has accomplished great feats of re- 
construction, whilst fighting on nine fronts and

undergoing the rigours and hardships of a 
blockade. Colonel Malone does more than 
circulate favourable reports about the Soviet 
regime in anti-Bolshevik quarters; he has been 
instrumental in making the Times publish in 
full Lenin’s Peace . Terms, which Colonel 
Malone brought to this country! These terms 
are almost identical with those which Mr. 
Bullitt brought to Paris in the spring and which 
the DREADNOUGHT printed in full in its issue 
of October 11th, 1919. It is stated that these 
terms may be accepted as a basis for negotia- 
tions with Soviet Russia, the time limit given 
being November 15th ; after that date the hint 
is made that Germany may be invited to nego- 
tiate should the Allies maintain their altitude 
of insolent silence.

Mr. Llovd George, in view of the fact that 
scme non-Socialist papers are against interven- 
tion, now wishes to gull people, and tell them 
that it was the Allies who tried to make peace, 
and who offered to confer with the Russians at 
Prinkipo, but the Russians were not ready. 
The monarchist Russians who were in Paris 
last spring were not ready; but the Bolsheviks 
did not even know that they were invited I

Colonel Malone maintains, and his statement 
is borne out by notes from Tchitcherin, that 
the Soviet Government got no invitation to 
Prinkino. In the Daily Herald of November 
11 th. Tchitcherin’s statement is reprinted, in 
which he admits that rumours through the 
Press reached them of the Prinkino plan; but 
the Soviet Government overlooks the dis- 
courtesy which caused the invitation to be 
intercepted, and readily responds to the sug- 
gestion of negotiations. All those whose 
‘interests’ are involved in Russia cry cut 
through their mediums. The Times, The Morn
ing Post, Mr. Bonar Law, &c., that Lloyd 
George is being won over by the Bolsheviks: 
that he is in the act of betraving "our friends” 
in Russia. This outcry in, the House of 
Commons has already forced a promise from 
Mr. Bonar Law to the effect that no action 
will be taken without consulting the wishes of 
the House ! But who consulted the wishes of 
the House, or of the people, for that matter 
when the question of making war on Soviet

Russia was in the balance? Now, when 
after these years of cruel and unjustified blood- 
shed even the rumour that other methods 
besides those of the sword may be used, the 
investors and dividend hunters are up in 
anna I

Peace with Soviet Russia has become the 
sole immediate wish of all true Socialists; yet 
the Guildhall speech of that arch-prevaricator 
brings little hope of that being accomplished 
without increased agitation on our part.

Just as in the early spring the ill-luck of the 
anti-Bolshevik campaign brought forth the 
Prinkipo proposals, the failure of Denikin and 
Yudenitch to capture either Moscow or Petro- 
grad may force home the hopelessness of sup- 
porting the forlorn cause of the Czarists to Mr. 
Lloyd George again, and perhaps with better 
success. Yet one man in the Cabinet is not 
enough : the Cabinet as a whole must embark on 
a plan to make peace with Bolshevik Russia. 
Mr. Lloyd George may sneer as he will at the 
Press ; but it is the condemnation of the Liberal 
Press of this prolonged campaign in Russis 
that helps to sway him now.

Poland as PEACEMAKER.
The Warsaw correspondent of the Daily 

Herald reports that the Polish Government is 
about to respond to the agitation of the Polish 
people against the war on Russia. It is a 
well-known fact that Poland has been com- 
rolled bv the Allies to make war on Russia. 
Now. Warsaw is mentioned as the seat of a 
Conference to be held there on December 15th. 
provided that an armistice be declared on all 
fronts on the 25th of this month. All the 
Allies will be invited to send delegates to this 
Conference. This move is an excellent one, 
and should be worked for by us all. All the 
facts of the Russian situation are to-day much 
more widely known than they were last spring • 
most of the lies have been proved false; and 
the Bolsheviks have more supporters here than 
ab that time. Therefore it is now a case of 
carrying this wave in the irection of peace on 
to a successful conclusion. This peace cannot 
be on the lines of Brest Litovsk or Versailles— 
the peoples of all countries must be renrecented

M.

QUESTIONS OF THE DAY.
TREATY SQUABBLE.

America is still deep in the debate on the 
Treaty; great divergencies of opinion exist, and 
are being; used to complicate the position still 
more. In reality the Senators resent the high- 
handed way in which President Wilson acted 
in Paris; they wanted to be consulted and 
now they are having their own back so to 
speak. If the Treaty be adopted with reserva- 
tions, the Entente will never know which way 
America will jump. The irony of the whole 
situation lies in the- fact that President 
Wilson has been hailed as the man who planned 
the League of Nations, and now it will either 
come into being WITHOUT America, or fail to be 
realised. In the latter case the people of the 
world should lose no time in forming the real 
League of Peoples.

THE COAL STRIKE IN AMERICA.
There is no falling off in the unity and solid- 

erity of the American coal strikers. Under 
appalling odds they have now withstood the 
employers, the Government, and the hostile 
element of the "public" for two weeks. It 
h now reported that the American Federation 
of Labour has issued a manifesto in which full 
support is promised to the miners. If the 
American Government does not retract from 
its arbitrary attitude, a general strike may be 
expected. Anarchist plots, are being "dis- 
covered," with the result that raids on Com- 
munist premises and meetings are rampant.

According to a report widely circulated 
Marten’s offices (the Bolshevik headquarters) 
. New York have been raided and many 
Prisoners taken and literature seized.

Jim Larkin was also arrested as being impli- 
cated in an anarchist plot. He has since been 
released on bail: his offence was distributing the 
Revolutionary Aae, an anarchist paper.

' COAL PRICES.
Sir Auckland Geddes, by increasing the price 

of coal by 6/- per ton, has made a "mistake" 
in his calculations, and now the price of coal 
may be reduced. So it is not the fault of 
those ‘‘wieked’ miners after all that coal is so 
dear 1

A LAST EFFORT.
' Members of the Cabinet are to tour the 

country; apparently they feel something must 
be done to save their position.

MORE PRODUCTION.
The cry of work, more production, and 

economy cannot be taken seriously so long as 
we are to witness such foolery as the Lord 
Mayor’s show. There are now thirteen Labour 
Mayors, and it is to be hoped that in those 
boroughs where they reign all robes and pomp 
will be banished as belonging to the emblems 
of reaction.

The Administrative Commission of the C.G.T. 
(General Confederation of Labour) according to 

-Jj’Hu'rri.a.nite. November 6th, on the instructions of a 
deputation of Paris trade unions, has decided to 
carry on a propaganda campaign through the whole 
country in order to create a wave of public opinion 
strong enough to force the Government to make 
peace with Soviet Russia.

The position of Russian civilians and military in 
France has been carefully considered, and the Ad- 
ministrative Council has instructed its bureau to 
continue its work in this connection in order to 
bring about the liberation of the Russians in France, 
some of whom are employed at road-metking in Al- 
geria under conditions of slavery.

GERMAN INDEPENDENTS.

Hugo Haase, who was recently attacked by a 
man, now declared to be insane, has died as a 
result of his wound. In him the German Inde
pendent Socialists have lost their leader. It was 
never more necessary than now for that Party 
to take decisive action, for the Majority So
cialists have lost all idea of what Socialism 
means. This would not be so very deplorable 
were the Spartacists able to sway the Govern, 
ment; but recent events, such as the imprisoning 
of strike leaders prove that not to be the case.

Ledebour is mentioned as the successor of 
Haase; he is in favour of forming % Fourth 
International, as he tends towards Parliament- 
tarianism whilst not seeing eye to eye with the 
reactionary Second International.

STRIKE DECISION.

In Paris at a delegate meeting of 200 trade 
unions affiliated to the General Confederation of 
Labour, it was decided to strike to stop the 
war on Soviet Russia.

SADOUL CONDEMNED, 
UNJUST TRIAL.

Captain J. Sadoul, who went to Russia with 
the French Mission and remained there in 
the service of the Bolsheviks, has been sentenced 
to death and military degradation by the 
Court martial which tried him in his absence. 
The sentence renders Captain Sadoul ineligible 
for election, and any votes cast in his favour 
will be lost.

In this way the French Republic shows ITS 
respect for fair-play. Captain Sadoul will only 
become more popular through this sentence.
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BETWEEN OURSELVES. By L. A. Motler. PARLIAMENT AS WE SEE IT.

“DUMPING”

Time war, Henry, when gushing young ladies 
sang—-

"I’ll ride about in a carriage and pair 
With a king on my left hand side"

And now those once young ladies—developed 
by now into coy elderly spinsters no doubt,— 
have the chance of the r lifetime.

The Royal Union of Royalties, regnant and 
cast-off, seems to have made this happy Isle 
their headquarters. And they have authority 
for their choice, for did not "Unser" Wilhelm 
Shakespare write of "this royal throne of kings, 
this sceptred Isle; this earth of majesty, this seat 
of Mars; this other Eden, demi-Paradise " ?

But truly, since the immortal William’s time, 
Whitechapel has grown up, and this earth of 
majesty has become the seat of pa’s as well of 
Mars. And the profiteers hold a lien on this 
precious gem set in a silver sea ; it is as good as 
at Uncle’s and the pawn ticket is in the strong- 
box of Finance, Capital and Co..

However, to our royalties, by your wayleaves. 
At present we have or have just had, the Shah 
of Persia and the King of Spain, the Queen of 
ditto and the Queen of Norway. And now 
we are having the Royal President of the 
French Republic of Liberty, Equality and Frat- 
ernity. Already the last named monarch has 
sent his gold, silver and diamond studded plate 
over here for the sausage and mashed.

For the benefit of the Burglar’s Union, the 
following is reproduced from the London "Star" 
(6th Nov. 1919).—

"A convoy of seven vans, closely but unos. 
tentatiously guarded, passed through the streets 
of London during the early hours of to-day, 
laden with the priceless service of gold and 
silver plate and Sevres china of the Republic 
of France, which is to be used at the banquet 
which President Poincare is giving next 
Tuesday at the French Embassy, Albert Gate.’’

How cheering it must be to Franco, in the 
throes of a shortage of everything, to know that 
her President cares so much about the workers 
that he is coming over here to dine at the French 
Embassy, and use his gold and silver plate.

Of one thing you may be sure, .Henry, you 
won’t get an invitation to that dinner.

What all these royalties are up to is not ex 
actly clear, but the following mayshed light 
upon a dark subject. In the course of an Open 
Letter to the Fat Boy of Persia, a certain Khiv- 
roan Melik (for correct pronunciation see back 
of dictionary), appeals to him "not to be in- 
fluenced by any insincere display of hospitality by 
people who are grasping for dividends and who 
do not represent the people of Great Britain or 
their wishes."

Certainly, Khivroun old fellow, you speak 
true; His Majjie’s Britannic Government forgot to 
consult me on the matter. But let Khiv 
proceed:—

"He warns the Shah against putting Britain 
- iu possession of Persia’s resources and giving 

her the control of the country before looking 
at the examples of British rule in India, 
Ireland, Egypt, and the persecution of these 
countries in their fight for self determination? 
And it would not surprise me if the directors 

of the Anglo-Persian Oil Company were forking 
out handsomely to entertain His Shahness,

At the present time, when the House of Com
mons goes into violent hysterics over the Aliens 
Bill, it is a great tribute to our shrewd logic to 
have all these royal pedlars peddling—and 
meddling—around. But Britain has ever been a 
favourite resort for aliens of the blue-black 
blooded variety.

Every shoolboy knows that the pure English 
breed of kings comes from William the Con- 
queror. (I may remark here in parentheses that 
the immortal Bard Wilhelm hereinbefore men
tioned declaims that England never did and 
never shall lie at the proud foot of a conqueror •

(so apparently he missed the history class at 
school). And William the Conqueror was a 
Norman. In the terms of “‘Once a Normhun 
always a Normhun,” we may dismiss all his des. 
cendants upto the House of Tudor as—Normans.

Now of course Tudor may be a pure British 
name for all I know, but Smith strikes me 
better. However let us skip that and we come 
to the Stuarts, who were of course not Irish. 
Then we have another conquering William, this 
time from Orange, which isn’t the name of any 
railway station in the British Isles. And from 
that we pass on to the Williams and Georges 
of the Houses of Hanover and Brunswick 
which are suspiciously near the Rhine.

This finally brings us to the Hou-a of Wettin 
or Guelph, now turned into the House of 
Windsor, And so let us raise our hats to the 
Windsors, fine English gentlemen all of ’em— 
and the ladies.

CHURCH SOCIALIST LEAGUE.
PUBLIC MEETING

at the Caxton 
WEDNESDAY, 

at
‘‘The Birth

Hall, Westminster, on 
19 th NOVEMBER, 1919, 
7.30 p.m.
of a New World "

Admission Free.

Lecture on
“The Importance of Christian Dogma 

to Socialists."
in Caxton Hall at 8 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 20th.
“The Kingdom of God." The Rev. P. E. T. Wid- 

drington. Rev. J. Symonds, Chairman.
Tickets—Sixpence.

Can be obtained at the door, and from the Secre- 
tary, Miss E. M. Alston, 1, Manor Place, Padding- 
ton, W. 2,

Italian Trade Unions. Continued from p. 1536
A rival to the Socialist industrial movement 

represented by the Camera del I avoro, is the 
Partito Popolare Italiano, an anti-Socialist 
organisation assisted by the Church and the 
bourgeoisie. The influence of this organisa
tion, which was strongest amongst the women 
and peasants, is waning, Its weakness was 
clearly manifest when it nominated twelve 
members for the Internal Commission in 
Milan and the nominees received but 11 votes, 
hot even all the proposers voting for them. 
The Camera del Lavoro delegates were all 
elected.

Recently there occurred a strike of foremen 
and managers, owing to the pressure of the 
rising cost of living; 150,000 workers were 
thrown out of work by this strike, as the em
ployers, being themselves often without the 
technical knowledge, could not carry on with- 
out these officials. In the course of this strike 
many trade secrets, proving that the country 
had been exploited by the capitalists, were 
revealed.

The workers’ movement both political and 
industrial, is more centralised in Italy than 
in Britain. There appears to be neither the 
conflict of Overlapping organisations, nor the 
multiplicity of independent unions for closely- 
allied trades, with which we are familiar.

Thus the workers in all the textile indus- 
tries,—cotton, wool, and so on,—are in one 
union ; and all the various trades within the 
industry, including dyeing, are covered by 
this union. As in Britain, the majority of the 
textile workers are women. We visited the 
office of the Textile Union in the Camera del

Lavoro, and found 
there were women. 
Karl Marx on the

that the officials in charge 
We noticed a portrait of 

wall, and were told that
all the officials and active members were 
Socialists,

The women textile workers have not yet 
secured equal pay with the men. Under an 
agreement oi July 1st last, women weavers 
get 3 lire a day; men 3.50; apprentices 1 35, 
and there are similar differences in other
branches of the industry. In addition to the 
daily wage, the workers get a bonus for "caro- 
viveri”— the high coat of livin" TIndar
this bonus, the men get

living. Under

hour, the women 28, and

make sure that the facts he was told were true, 
and he saw thousands of little children enjoying the 
DiayS. Special attention is being paid to the care of children, as all readers of the DREADNOUGHT al
ready know This testimony of Colonel Malone is 

\ the more valuable because of h is impartial attitude 
towards the Bolsheviks,

PEACE WITH RUSSIA.

Peace with Russia is within the “scope of sound 
practical statesmanship," Colonel Malone declared, and he told the House that he was the bearer of 
proposals of peace similar to those which Mr. Bullitt 
brought to Paris last spring. In view of this, he 
sale the blockade should be stopped, and the in- 
human war brought to an end before it is too late, 
—r: hurchiil put up a defend e for the Government 
tactics in Russia, the old story of deserting- one’s 
trends was rehashed, together with the story of 
what an injury the Bolsheviks had done to Russia 
lu his opinion the views of the Bolsheviks are far 
fireater than the representatim of a single country 
1 heir position, it it means anything, is an interim, 
ttonat position. ■ . • 'I'heir ideal is a world
wide proletariat revolution. It may be good or it 
may be bad, but it has no connection with the Rus. 
sian State or with the Russian nation which was our 
Aly when the war commence].”’ So now we know 
why Mr Churchill feels so uncomfortable about the 
nothey iks, they are not terrorists as the Czar was, 
nor do they keep the people in ignorance and 
poverty as he did. The Czir's regime is apba than more to the liking of the British GovernPRont 
than any other rule in Russia, let it be over 
goodI.The whole debate was very inefective," for. 
rmn)ohRs"o?iSsent "" ™"l to Government’ had

' INDUSTRIAL COURTS.

November 6th.—A Bill to establish Industrial 
Courts was read a second time. Together with the 
establishment of Courts which are to consist of the 
presentatives or the employers, the workers and some independent" persons, this Bilmakeszien 
legal to reduce wages below the present level ba tore September auw, 1920. Naturally" nYobe,

ERENE""! mtuuego.pe."zE".sbss™scsc-Ns{ 2360% 
Ruacdt"ysaamnars“dotnat 1000 price? a’iao sr 
spbsnerenso (0 6 dOmaldea; bucexperiencORetna 
AC an tutzxpos vsor zccozbrtksyn“H.es.Gaz=nauIn

M. O’C.

NOVEMBER 3rd—The French and British. Mr. 
Forster acknowledged, are helping the Poles to 
fight against the Bolsheviks.

BRITISH FLEET IN BALTIC.
The cost of maintaining the British Fleet in the Baltic during July, August, and September was 

£500,000. en ■
Mr. GOODE’s Arrest.

November 4th.—Mr. Harmsworth followed the 
usual diplomatic plan of circulating the absurd re
port that Mr. Goode was arrested by the Estho- 
nian Government. Apparently he wants to see how 
long the public can be pacified with this tale, and 
thus delay acsnow eging who the real gaolers were

Soviet RUSSIA.
The blockade of the Soviet Government does not 

imply a state of war, even though the Soviet Gov
ernment may interpret it to mean war; that is the 
rendering put on the present position by Mr 
Harmsworth.

ALIENS.

Further debates took place on November 3rd and 
4th on the Aliens Bill. Some light was thrown on 
the arrangement made with the recent defeaters of 
the Government when Clause 8 was reached This 
Clause was, in the opinion of the Home Secretary, 
to be deleted; but now without any preliminaniel the Government brought this Clause” up For des 

I bate. It thus transpired that when the conference 
was held recently at Downing-street on the Pilotage 
Clause, Clause 8 was discussed, with the appar 
ent result that the Alien hunters overruled the 
Government decision to drop Clause 8. This Clause aims at the deportation of all former enemy anase 
who cannot show, amongst other things, that they volunteered or had children who volunteered"8X 
war service forany one of the Allied Powers- that 
they are seventy or over, and have lived it iaas 
fiteen years in the United Kingdom- that tSv have lived thirty-five years in this Country aS 
married a British-born wife Thj Tydi, and further asked that all whowisns am liable. Clause 
reside in this country, should advertise continue to 
their local newspaper. LQCki,tise. the fact in 
"on was ruled out by the vote"br"the Rotasol condi-

COAL CONTROLLER.

SEsHS^S’^F^b s-spatson 

i tsngianNg"zSEzeNsa,e.:. s cortroner"cno: 
fc^p^fi  ̂“"" suzlmnssxPzuhe 
learning various businesses bekipnao.great. men 
zzenosI,“Ab!P,staquld.nor enes&Vpofsot? Z
luring apprenticeship generous salaries be paid

EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS.

preseneatoz“th.aTho meeting between British re- 
take placo" " the Soviet. Government should J "IX Shortly, is Mr. Harmsworth ,B

opinion. The subject of the meeting is the exchange 
of prisoners, but more is hoped from this meeting, 
which, if it now takes place, follows very closely on 
the recent Soviet peace offer.

CO-OPERATION.

Captain Bowyer (O. L.) called attention to a re_ 
cent arrangement between the Trade Unions and 
the Co-operative Movement, by which the latter would become the agency for the distribution of food 
during strikes. Mr. Bonar Law explained that the 
Government would take the necessary steps to -deal 
with, such an arrangement should it be put into 
practice. Evidently, the Government disapproves 
oi organisation of the food supply when the workers 
wish to do it, though during the recent rail strike 
we were wearied with the praises of the capitalist 
Eress tor the wonderful manner in which the Gov
ernment organised the food supply!

WOMEN VERSUS SOLDIERS.

Women discharged as medically unfit from His 
Majesty s forces are not to get pensions, as Mr. 
Forster stated i it 16 not intended to propose that 

these women should be placed on the same footing 
as men- , They merely get some paltry compensa- honbut what happens i they are totally incapa-

THE RUSSIAN WAR.

By moving that the Army estimates for 1919-20 be 
reduced by ±15,000,000, Colonel weagwood (L ) 
opened the debate on intervention in Russia, 
detailing the Vote on Account, Mr. Foster aal 
mutea that since the Armistice £94,830,005 had 
beenspent on the Russian adventure. Colome Wedgwood pointed out that this was twice the sum 
when had been spent on the Crimean War. He 
went on to ask why the Entente as a whole did not bear the burden of this enterprise. knafess “aeot 

those who are fully cognisant or” all e. utwith 
kuzzia, colonel wodg wood rather spoiled is case by 
", that: Boishevisi means the tyranny of a minority over a majority.’ Clone YP has recently returned from Siberia, gave tSFOAho

ourably the Peace conerenOodsrtentuenco untav- 
=======——===.. 
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day, and one Rednamerate are held almost every 
attached to it at Army has a moveable university 
members of the “WaYhdoulestures, are delivered by 
cation Department -"′1 the Political Edu- 
permeate the Re’sofai.. OLng is lett undone to 
Revolutionary smoers wih the Socialist and -understanding J t£ and to impart to them a clear 
of course, the Red"Ariyaum: of Soviet Russia, 
are published in Russia? but —the papers which 
its own, which enjoy rear" is several papers of 
tributors are for the most POP "arity, as the con- 
selves. most part the soldiers them-

them, because they believe that unrest among 
the workers retards their demobilisation. But 
it is very difficult for the soldiers to express 
themselves, and propaganda amongst the sol- 
diers is also most difficult, for it is estimated 
that every fourth soldier in the Italian army 
is not a soldier at all but a policeman. He is 
dressed like the other soldiers and they are 
unable to recognise him as other than they, 
but he is ready to inform against them should 
they show any trace of leaning towards the 
popular cause, and they know that he is be
side them, without knowing which is he. The 
soldier policemen are paid considerably more 
than the ordinary soldiers.

E. SYLVIA PANKHURST:

SOVIET RUSSIA.
THE INCREASE OF AGB- mo CAMMUNES I sovNTKUSSRA 

kownand.polioy of Soviet Russia, as is well 
na Cons.evoted to re-constructing agriculture 
mosoc?mirworish,axin.“omznunism recognises 

muuncrsmanipe asus falans into dthearTaaigs 
“ kn’y.possible form of exploitation Or the 
ther mdeparated farms situated near 
oommonust.be, united into larger farms with 
seeds; the vestock and . common land. Social 
lone in be sowing and gathering of corn, are 
ected tsommor i agricultural products ate coi
fed of sether in one common store, ete. A 
ohse veral milliards exists for supporting 
pittee ariculture under the control of a 
Id kee which freely subsidises the village, 
m=ps close contact with it. P‘ 
nsmisslegrams received by the committee of 
the gara fund prove the amazing swiftness 
tas in . ' of communal farms. On these 
"Tiewor™'7 province tens of thousands of 

lhatlMR,@stzict.ot Orel, there are 391 ™. 

mprisine". th 59,000 dessiatines* of land, and 
nee of 1.n population of 29,000. In the pro- 
jistered „ ® (or New Honel) there are 225 
000shacommunal farms, with more than 
d. Ina bitants, and 40,000 dessiatines of 
ae.—p ovince qf Vitebsk there are about
"datine _i -----"Ji

214 communal farms, with 60,000 dess. of land, 
province there are 72 communal farms,' ^ 
-9'0 inhabitants and 22,253 dessiat.
roiln the government of Kaluga there are 150 
registered communal farms with 6,500 inhabit. Anils ani^;000 dessiat. of land. A the"begin: 
"g of 1920 there will be 300 communal farms 
there. Under the Government of Petrograd 238 
communal farms have been organised, with

00 dessiatines and 15,313 inhabitants. It is 
proposed to organise 150 new communal farms 
with 9,000 dess, and 3,000 inhabitants. Under 
the government of Tula, there are 78 communal 
W^X ’ 00016, and 8,700 a 

The facts do not byany means cover the whole 
area but' they give an idea of how the peasants 
are adopting communal ways, thus asproving 
the.savous statements that the poasanits are

33 centesimi an 
apprentices be- 

26 centesimi an
1

tween 12 and 15 years get
' workers have recently wonhour. The textile

the 48-hour week: overtime is paid for at 40 
per cent above the ordinary rates.

The highest wage for men in the industry 
seamed to be Lire 72 39 a week (between 55/- 
and 57/-) including caroviven. Rents in Milan 
are lower than in London; a working-class 
flat, consisting of two rooms and a kitchen, 
costs about 7/- a week. Bread is about the 
same price as in England milk and fruit 
rather less, everything else much more costly 
Therefore it will be realised that the Italian 
workers are having a hard struggle to make 
ends meet. Women silk weavers, who are at 
present paid Lire 6.24 a day, including caro- 
viveri for a 48-hour week, were recently paid 
only Lire 2.50 a day. They were on strike 
for a month to get their present rate.

The Industrial workers find when they are 
on strike that the soldiers are often hostile to

— EVERYONE SHOULD READ—

FINNISH REVOLUTION.
By O. V. Kuusinen.

A Self-Criticism. PRICE Sd.

From “The Workers’ Socialist Federation, 
400, Old Ford, Rond; E. 3.

WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION

PUBLIC MEETING
400, Old Ford Road, E. 3.

Sunday, Nov. 23rd, at 7 p.m.. 
Miss MCCARTHY : "Labour in NewZealand

Discussion invited.
Admission by Silver Collection. equals about 28 acres.

* THE RED ARMY.
A recent report of the Political Educali Do 

partment of the Soviet General Staff S« m ========== 

==TTG

THEATRICAL WORLD.
A Moscow radio annoure. i 0. . . • winter season. At the aces the re-opening of the 
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repertoire innuher or _ " In other theatres the dukeroslssomse“paa"a.ovts scon sa.OrtmisE"OPFE: 
Post seats are reserved for the worl ars and soldiers?
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THE BOLSHEVIKS AND ART.
The Copenhagen correspondent or Le Populaire 
219/19), reports that the world-f ious sinlk Shaliapin has been conferred the “Order of , " mmoooz.ctsoorsqmm.ssre....

[The People’s Russian Informassiol Maroku.]
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FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE IN SOVIET RUSSIA

The universal compulsory service which the 
Soviet Government has felt obliged to mirodace 

cope with the internal and external danger to 
the Republic lias raised in the minds of many 
sympathetic persons the fear, lest Socialist 
lussia becomes “militarised.

How far this fear is justified is best seen from 
the treatm nt accorded by the Soviet military 
authorities to conscientious objectors.

in Russia, with her various religious sect 
(like the famous' ’Dukhobors’ so cruelly treated 
under the Tsirdom, the Tolstoyans, and others)’ 
conscientiou objectors are perhaps as num

raisedous as in this country. .. ...
The question of their position “as . 

"... in the present year by M. Vladimir 
RCTortRor, the present leader of the Tolstoyans; 
and one of the executors of the late Coun 
Stoy’s will, who is well known in this coun
try, where he lived in exile for many years

A formal pe bition on the subject was filed with 
the Council of People’s Commissaries (the 40 
vernment). \fter perusing it, Lenin (as non 
reported by M Paul Birukof in Le P^.ar^ at 
once declared that, inasmuch as the Govern, 
Ment was in principle itself anti-militarist it 
could not posibly prosecute those who objected 
to military service. On January 4th the • 
oil issued the following decree—
PneRRE RELATING TO EXEMPTION FROM MILITARY 

SERVICE BY REASON OF RELIGrOU® SORUFLES:
1 Persons who are prevented by their religi 

ous convictions from taking part in military ser 
Vice shall, on the finding of a national tribunal, 
perform instead some other service for the" 
comrades, viz., medico-sanitary service—Prin- 
cipally in hospitals for infectious diseases—or 
any other service of public utility at the option 
of the said persons. ) , ... (

2 In gh ing it® judgment for substituting 
civil work for military service, the nations IE5 
bunal shall obtain the expert evidence of the 
“United Council of Moscow Religious Groups 
and Communities" concerning each person 
separately. The expert evidence must shoy

THE WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION

M““‘ core qt3ar.".X;:002%&cu:n2osar"i7NXN=: E "=====ZS: s.
LONDON MEETINGS— OUTDOOR.

Friday, 14th Nov. 7.30 p.mn.—Queen’s Rd.. Dalston
1. • Melvina Walker.Saturday 8th Nov. Great Push for Communism and 

Se" agais? Conscription and Intervention.n Russia in the Waterloo Rd. Meetings near the 0 V ‘Ci 
3 and 7 pm. Speakers: Minnie Birch, Melvina

Walker, and P. A. Edmunds.
Sunday, 16th Nov. 11.45 a.m.—Osborn Streethite: 

chapel, victor Beacham. Chair . Melvina
Walker.

Saturday, 22nd Nov. Great Push in Greenwich.

INDOOR.

Sundavplft.N Kailway St.,Poplar. DavidRamsay.
Chair: Melvina Walker. -

Monday. 17th Nov. 7.30 p.m.—2°,. Railway, Street, 
Poplar. W.S.F. Business Meeting.
8 p.m. Miss McCarthy, “Labour in New fed

Wednesday, 19th Nov. 8 p.m. International Socialist
Club, General Members Meeting (London Sec 
tiol), 28, East Road, E.C. "...

Thursday, 20th Nov. 8 p.m.—20, Railway Street, 
Mark Starr. Third Lecture on Industrial His
tory, (Comparisons of Types of Workers.)

Fliday, "IstNov. 7—10 p.m.—400, . Old Ford Road’
E.3. Dancing.

OTHER ORGANISATIONS.

East London Workers’ COMMITTEE: 
Sunday, 16th Nov. 12 noon—Victoria Park, Walter 

Pender and ethers.

whether such and such religious conviction ex
cludes the participation in military service, as 
well as bear witness to the sincerity and non- 
esty of the person to be exempted.

3 In exceptional cases the above-mentioned
United Council may enter a claim at the 
Russian Central Executive Committee for the 
total exemption of a person, without the SuP- 
stitution of any other service whatsoever, if able 
to prove by written documents on the question, 
and by the life hitherto led by the said person, 
that such a substitution would be incompatible 
with his religious convictions. . 

Supplementary.— Exemption may be claimed 
either by the person concerned or by the said 
United Council, which also may claim that the 
case be dealt with by the National Tribunal at
Moscow. ; — 

(Signed) LEXIN,
President of the Council of People’s

Commissaries.
KURSKY.

Peoples Commissary for Justice.
This decree also refutes the calumny sedu- 

lously spread by the Koltchakists and their 
Press in this country that the Soviet Govern
ment is prosecuting the Church and is oppres
sing religion (vide the recent articles of Mr 
Hagbert Wright in the Times). .

[The People’s Russian Information Bureau.]

BAISE THE BLOCKADE AND STOP 
INTERVENTION IN RUSSIA.

The Battersea Branch of the Licensed Vehicle

Workers passed the following resolutions at its
last meeting, and we would urge other organisa
tions to do the same: — : :

awe call upon Um E.C. to bring the greatest pres- 
sure to bear upon the Labour Party and the Par- 
liamentary Committee to see that they obey the 
mandate of the Trade Union Congress and call an 
immediate Conference to stop this damnable inter
vention and blockade of Soviet Russia.

Tuesday, 18th Nov. Queen’s Road, Dalston Lane
7.30 p.m.; Walter Ponder and others.

Thursday, 20th Nov. 7.30 p.m.—400, Old Ford Rd.,
E.3. Business Meeting.

Walthamstow , League of Rights,
Tuesday, 18tn Nov. 3 p.m.—William Morris Hall. 

Somers Road. Miss McCarthy,"Labour in New
Zealand.”

East Ham League of Rights.
Tuesday, 18th Nov. 8 p.m., —Old Public Offices,

Wakeneld St. Miss A. E. Thomlinson

OUR INTERNATIONAL FAIR.
The W. S F. Curistmas Fair will ba held on 

December 5. and 6ih in the Bunhill Row 
Memorial Buildings, Roscoe Street, E.C. Goods 
of all kinds, groceries, national costumes, mat
erials for making up, Xmas cards, etc, are very 
urgently required and donations towards the ex- 
penses will be gratefully accepted. A working 
party is held on Saturdays, and Sundays at the 
Nursery, 438, Old Ford Road, Bow, and any: 
one who would prefer to make things at home 
can obtain materials there. Contributions, 
offers of help, and applications for tickets 
should be sent to Joan Beauchamp, 7, pouth 
Square, Gray’s Inn W • C.

GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGED.
Donations already received for International lair
A Friend £2; E. M. Ellis £1 ,J .Watson Rown

tree £1 ; Helen Peile £1; M. Widdicombei A 
Hersey 10/—; E. Forty 10/-; H. G. Chancellor 6 , 1 ■ 
Whitehead L/-. .

i.We the members of the Battersea Branch of 
the L P U., demand to know in the interests of hu- 
manity if the Fight the Famine Council is protest, 
ing against the blockade of Soviet Russia, and if 
they are sending any supplies out of monies sub- 
scribed to the Council to that part of Russia con- 
trolled by the Soviets. „ We urge that no part of 
Europe suffering from famine shall be denied as. 
distance, especially for politicalreasons, remem. 
bering that famine is famine, and humanity is hu- 
inanity. We urge the L.C. to. do their utmost to 
bring pressure upon all authorities of the various 
societies, and especially upon the Government, to 
bring about the substance of this resolution.”

NEWSPAPER DILEMMA.
The newspaper workers of all categories in Pari, 

have decided to strike. They demand an increase 
of five francs a day to meet the high cost of living, 
which is officially stated to have increased 148 per 
cent on 1914 prices. The men also, complain that 
editors have not agitated against high prices as 
promised. La Bresse Parisienne, a capitalist 
sheet, is the only paper printed, and, if reports 
are true, it may be that the Socialist Press is 
silenced during the strike for the lack of paper.
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MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS

Classified advertisements ; One penny per word 
Displayed advertisements : 7s. 6d. per inch.

Pre-pay and send to Manager, "W orkers’ 
Dreadnought,” 152, Fleet Street, E.C. 4.

LADY Teacher, returned from Central Europe or 
health grounds,owing to famine, seeks employmen 
at once. Any position of trust acceptable. Apply 
Box 50, Dreadnought, 152 Fleet Street, E.C.4.
FAMILY Limitation Doctrine. Post free, 12d- 
Malthusian League, 48, Broadway, Westminster

READ
THE Red DAWN," a Monthly Magazine fo 

Young Workers. Monthly, TWOPENCE.

Why not Unemployment Benefit for ALL 
Children until they are strong enough to wor 

and old enough to vote ? (Advert

’Phone: Central 3820. Established 1855

TOYE & CO,
57, THEOBALDS ROAD. LONDON, W.

Sole Manufacturer of
Banners and Flags for Demonstrations. 

Metal and Enamelled Badges for all Societies 
Medals. Celluloid and Buttons. 

Flags for Charity Collection Days.

SOUTH WARK HERALD LEAGUE 
and Central London Council of Worker

Committee.

GREAT DEMONSTRATION
will be held on

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd, at 
Newington Public Hall, Manor Place, 

Walworth Rd. S, E.
Chair — J. TANNER, Ed. of "Solidarity."

Speakers: * rr
J T. Murphy, Sheffield ; V. Beacham, Cd.
Miss E. S. Pankhurst, W.S.F.; D. Bamsay,," 
8,8. & W. 0.; J. Marston, N.U.P: "" 

Wm. McCartney, 8, I. L.

River Thames Shop Stewards Orchestra, " 
attend and render selections during the e" 

Doors open 7 p.m., Chair taken at 7.30.

All seats free. Come early,
Wm. McCartney, Organiser, .

26, Paisley Road, Manor Place, Walworth ′
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