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Secretary. The sponsoring organisations are the A-IWC, the All Pakistan 
Women’s Association, the Association of All Ceylon Women’s Conference, 
the Welfare League of Burma Association and the Kongress Wanita of 
Indonesia.

Preliminary meetings were held at Indore on 29th December, 1956, 
and at Karachi on 9th and 10th of May, 1957. The All Ceylon Women’s 
Conference has agreed to be host and the Conference will meet in Colombo 
from 15th to 28th February, 1958.

The aims of the Conference are: —
(1) to meet and discuss on a common platform some of the basic 

problems affecting countries in the Asian-African region with special 
reference to women and children.

(2) to arrive at certain broad principles which should permeate the 
aims and work of the women’s movements in the countries of the 
region.

(3) to establish channels of communication for the purpose of con
tinuing the exchange of information, personnel and other aid on a 
mutually beneficial basis.

(4) to strive to promote international understanding and peaceful solu
tions of tensions between nations and peoples throughout the world.

Each organisation has appointed an Honorary Corresponding Secre
tary, while Mrs. Eleanor de Zoysa has been appointed Honorary Secretary 
to work with Mrs. Avabai Wadia. All the 29 countries which participated 
in the Bandung conference will be asked to send delegates, and one observer 
from national women’s organisations from all the other countries will be 
invited.

The programme will consist of five sections dealing with: —
1. Prevention of sweated labour, and exploitation of women and child

ren, labour welfare.
2. Slavery and traffic in women and children.
3. Women and citizenship.
4. Women and socio-economic welfare. •
5. Education.

News from Madras ’ ^avW^^vv ,

Some welcome items of news have been received from the esteemed 
veteran worker Dr. (Mrs.) Muthulakshmi Reddi. She reminds us that the 
Women’s Indian Association of which she is President was started in Madras 
in 1917 by Dr. Annie Besant, Mrs. Tinarajadasa and Mrs. Margaret Cousins, 
and carries on still its beneficent work for women and children. Later when 
the All-India Women’s Conference was founded in 1928 it was amalgamated 
with that organisation. Among many activities in recent years the Association 
through its own initiative and exertion has founded a Cancer Institute for 
diagnosis, treatment and research. In Madras State a woman Minister, Mrs.



Lourdamnial Simon, an Indian Christian, was returned by open elections 
from the district of Cape Comorin—thirteen women are in the Assembly, 
and four nominated women in the local Council.

Dr. Reddi has most kindly sent a copy of what is called the first chapter 
^f Mrs. Margaret Cousins’ work in India, an inspiring and interesting story. 
From her arrival with her husband m 1915 till her passing in 1954 she 
gave devoted service to India, especially to her women, and was in the fore
front of the campaign for women’s suffrage.

Rural Reconstruction

In the May number of “ IPC News ” APWA’s plans for assisting Rural 
Reconstruction were outlined, showing far-reaching schemes for social wel
fare, and now APWA workers could take part in the project areas of the 
Village Agricultural and Industrial Development Administration by taking 
charge of certain centres and using them as a training ground for volunteers.

The V-AID has at present nine training institutes all over Pakistan 
where about 1,000 workers including 100 women are trained every year, 
and a practical policy is to try to recruit married couples to work together 
in the same village community, the husband teaching the new improved agri
cultural methods, and the wife all that concerns the home. It is the industry, 
enthusiasm, and insight of the women worker on which depends much of the 
success of the village social development. She helps to form Women’s 
Councils which train the women to shoulder responsibility and organise 
self-help—women’s centres are opened where they are taught a variety of 
hand-crafts which enable them to supplement the family earnings. With 
such schemes in the background two of APWA’s branches have already 
started work in the V-AID project areas of Lala Musa and LyaUpun and are 
grateful for the opportunity afforded. APWA’s three-fold objective in the 
Model Village Projects comprise (1) a field for experimentation to assess 
how its workers could be useful to the villages and help the V-AID pro
gramme; (2) to provide a training ground for APWA volunteers; (3) a 
Model of Ideal Rural Life would thus be demonstrated. The Rural Recon
struction Section of APWA quickly realised that priority must be given to 
the training of volunteers, and accordingly the first three-week training 
course was held in Karachi during July this year, 28 women attending and 
receiving merit certificates. Lectures were given by experts in Urdu, and 
included rural sociology, group work, leadership, youth work, adult educa
tion, home-making, recreation, community sanitation, poultry keeping, 
kitchen gardening, fruit preservation, etc. Besides the lectures the trainees 
were required to do intensive field work at APWA’s Model Village Project 
16 miles from the city in order to put into practice the knowledge gained 
in the class room, two supervisors always accompanying them. Friendly con
tacts were established with the women and the children, and various experi-
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