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NOTES AND NEWS

The Assembly of the League.
Seldom in the history of the world has there been a time 

so full of possibilities, nor has any body of men been loaded with 
such a weight of responsibility as that which rests on the 
shoulders of the delegates at present assembled at Geneva for 
the great World Parliament There can be no doubt that each 
member must realise the importance of the trust which his nation 
has imposed on him, and the overwhelming gravity of. his 
decisions, the results of which will effect, not only the people of 
his own country, but the people of all the world. The League, 
in spite of all the difficulties with which its path is strewn, is 
the only instrument which can heal a broken world, and the 
ideals which gave it birth are too big and too fundamental to 
be crushed and killed by the cynicism or pessimism of little men 
whose lack of imagination refuses to allow them to consider any 
alteration in conditions they have known, and who cannot believe 
in a time when war will cease. And yet each one of us longs 
intensely for permanent peace, and the League is the outcome 
of this longing, the machinery devised by the best intellects and 
the highest ideals of the old and the new world. Women 
with their eyes on the future of the race, with an intense con
viction and a desperate desire to save the next generation from 
the trials, the horrors, and the calamities which the present 
generation has had to bear, must face the cynicism of the men 
and insist that life and vigour and hope and an intense faith 
in its adequacy shall vitalise the machinery of the League and 
make it competent for the vast tasks which lie before it.

The Town Council Elections,
Since we went to press last week several more names of 

newly elected women town councillors have been sent to us. 
Woodstock elected Mrs. Brungate, who stood as an Independent; 
Auchterarder returned Mrs. E. Gardner; Crieff returned Mrs. 
Wilkie Brown (unopposed); Haddington, Mrs. A. Mularkie; 
Kirkcudbright, Mrs. MacMyn, Miss Montgomery, and Mrs. 
Stuart; Dumbarton, Mrs. Armstrong; Greenock, Miss I. Kerr; 
Largs, Mrs. Morris; Stranraer, Miss M. Gibbon. Mrs. A. M. 
Perrett (Conservative) has been elected by Godston-on-Sea, 
while the Deputy Lady Mayoress, Mrs. Harboed (Liberal) has 
been returned by Great Yarmouth, Lowestoft has elected Mrs. 
Smith (Labour) to its Town Council, and Liskeard has 
returned Mrs. Hedley Collings. We congratulate them 
all heartily, and rejoice that the list is less disappointing 
than we at first thought. The re-election of Alderman Whitaker 
as Mayor of Scarborough was of especial interest, since it was 

the first time in England that the appointment of Mayor was 
proposed and seconded by women Councillors, the proposer and 
seconder being Councillor Agnes Brown, M.B.E., and Coun
cillor Emily Catt.

The Ministry of Health Bill.
The Government has done wisely in abandoning thirteen 

clauses of the Miscellaneous Ministry of Health Bill. The 
various parts of the Bill are not interdependent, and debate in 
Committee spread over so wide a field exasperates without 
informing. Further sacrifices may be made in Committee, but 
as the matter now stands at the moment, the Housing clauses 
remain, with the sole exception of the provision allowing local 
authorities to build houses for their employees. All the clauses 
relating to the treatment of mental disorder are to be proceeded 
with. Dr. Addison expressed himself as anxious to accept 
amendments to the clause permitting local authorities to hire 
compulsorily houses suitable for working class dwellings which 
have stood empty for three months, and also that permitting 
the prohibition of building operations which hinder the con
struction of dwelling houses. Clause 18, dealing with the borrow
ing of money to finance housing schemes, goes to Committee, 
where it will have to meet again the very damaging criticism 
that if £1,000 is borrowed for a term of sixty years at six per 
cent., the whole sum to be repaid will be £3,712, an enormous 
burden to lay on posterity. The House of Commons is at last 
turning its attention to economy, but Mr. Bonar Law bluntly told 
the ratepayers that they can get no real protection from the 
House of Commons, they must protect themselves. The debate 
in Committee made it quite clear that the Government has no 
idea, and could have no idea, of the cost of their proposals.

Hospital Finance.
Grave objections are being raised to the proposal that County 

Councils shall have power to levy a rate in aid of voluntary 
hospitals within their areas. The voluntary system has failed, 
but only temporarily failed, to maintain the great central hos
pitals, and they must have assistance from the taxpayer or 
the ratepayer to tide them over a long, unforeseen crisis. But 
if subsidies are to be given to hospitals it must be quite clear 
that they are earned, and they should be granted for specific 
purposes. Hospitals at present are schools of medicine, schools 
of nursing, institutions for research, refuges during sickness for 
the destitute, for the well-to-do industrial classes, as well as 
emergency ambulance stations for accidents to all classes of 
the community. It is obvious that not all these functions of the 

hospital can fairly be subsidized by the ratepayer. The three 
first are plainly national affairs, the three last fall within the 
province of the local authorities, with the limitation that 
patients of some kind are necessities to the hospitals' as edu- 
cational institutions. The fact that the hospitals are over- 
crowded while thirty thousand beds are vacant in Poor Law 
Infirmaries suggests faults in the organisation of these services 
which should be easily remediable. Sir Arthur Stanley’s state
ment that weekly hospital contributions from workmen in one 
large country town have risen during thepast year from 
£18,000 to £30,000 shows that some hospitals, at least, may 
be self-supporting, without charitable or rate aid. And if 
insured .patients were not admitted to hospitals free, another 
large source of revenue would be tapped.It is clear that the 
first requisite is a serious enquiry into hospital finance.'

Public Health Union.
There is a movement afoot for the closer working of organ

isations catering for workers employed in the public and general 
health services. The National Asylunu Workers’ Union, the 
Poor Law Workers’ Trade Union, the Professional Union of 
Trained Nurses, and the Medico-Political Union have been 
holding conferencesand are urging the formation of a Federation- 
of Health Services. It is the first time that any section of the. 
medical profession has publicly suggested an alliance with other 
organised workers outside the profession, and further steps in 
the formation of the Federation will be watched with interest.

Assistant Female Relieving-Officer.
The Cardiff Guardians recently advertised for an Assistant 

Female Relieving Officer and offered £176 5s. for a woman, 
aged 30-40 with some experience of similar work elsewhere, and 
stated that “ some nursing experience was desirable. ‘‘ This is 
the first time a woman has been proposed for a Welsh appoint
ment, and it is a pity that the pay offered is unlikely to attract 
the sort of woman who is most needed there. What is wanted 
is a capable woman with experience in dealing with difficult 
situations, and, aboveall, one who is able to hold her own. At 
Brighton, two assistants, recently appointed, receive 250, and, 
in addition, do the work and receive the salary for the local 
Infant Welfare work. This amalgamation is, found to work 
well and to be very acceptable to the mothers, who are thus 
visited and inspected by one official instead of two.

School for Women Jurors.
A branch of the Women Citizens’ Association has been 

formed in Acton, and Miss S. M. Smee, the chairman of Acton 
District Council, and a magistrate, is anxious that one of its first 
activities should be the instruction of members in their duties as 
jurors. Lectures imparting general information on the rights and 
obligations of jurors will be given, and later on mock trials will 
be held, so that when the women are called on to act as jurors. 
Court procedure will not be entirely unfamiliar to them. We 
recommend this idea to other W omen Citizens’ Associations.

Unemployment Among Women.
The Sub-Committee of the Standing Joint Committee pi 

Industrial Women’s Organisations has issued an interim report 
on the question of unemployment among women, due to the 
substitution of men. The Association of Women Clerks and 
Secretaries gave most of the information on which the report is 
based,and the Committee declares that the Government cannot 
get rid of its responsibility to ex-Service men by creating hard
ships for individual men and women, or by lowering the standard 
of work in its own departments. . The Committee draws atten- 
tion to the all-too-well-known fact that many independent women 
of pre-war days are independent no longer, and that the number 
of " pin-money ” girls is exaggerated. The lower standard of 
qualifying examination for ex-service men, although it places 
these men in a favoured position compared to other Civil 
Servants, must mean a decrease of efficiency in the public service 
which is exceedingly undesirable. The Committee feels that 
although the Government is under an obligation to find employ- 
ment for ex-Service men, yet its obligation to see that the 
women thrown out of employment are not destitute is no less.

Teachers* Pay.
Sir H. Brittain asked the President of the Board of Educa- 

tion whether, in the matter of the payment of salaries to the 
teaching profession in the elementary schools, the principle of 
equal pay for equal work is adhered to ? Mr. Fisher came boldly 
to the point when he asked whether the question meant ‘ ′ Were 
the scales of salary identical for men and for women? "′ The 
answer to that question, he said, and everyone knows, is in the 
negative. We are surprised that not an expostulation was 
heard in a House that we know includes many supporters of 
the Equal Pay. principle; but so it was. There still seems a lot 
of hard work in front of us before we can rouse our apathetic 
representatives to the state of watchful excitement that lets 
nothing slip.

The Civil Service Examination.
Mr. T. Griffiths drew the attention of the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer to the fact that the recent examinations of women 
for the Civil Service at the Crystal Palace were held under 
very trying conditions, and asked him whether he would con- 
sider the possibility of having this examination re-held at a more 
suitable time and under equal conditions to those earned out in 
other parts of the county. Press photographs, said Mr 
Griffiths, were taken of the girls at work, the general public 
were moving about the galleries, and bands were playing in 
the near vicinity. Mr. Baldwin replied that no complaints had 
been made to superintendents while the examination was in 
progress, and no serious distraction to the candidates was 
caused. Still, being "′ filmed ” for the first time is not con- 
ducive to the clear thinking necessary* for a general knowledge 
paper, where two minutes are allowed for each question, or for 
any other paper, for that matter.

Army Canteens.
Mr. Gilbert asked the Secretary of State for War if women 

are still employed in army canteens, and, if so, why they were 
employed when this kind of work could be given to disabled 
ex-Service men. Sir A. Williamson answered that the latest 
figures of employees of the Navy and Army Canteen Board 
showed that 2,644 women, 1,479 civilian men, and 1,815 ex- 
Service men were employed. The corresponding figures for 
April i st were : Women, 3,118; civilian men, 1,978; ex-Service 
men, 1,649. The policy of giving preference to ex-Service men, 
he said, is being pursued by the Board, but in certain depart- 
ments, and as waitresses in the coffee bar trade, the work is 
more suitable for women. Sir A. Williamson added that the ser- 
vice of women in the work has markedly raised the standards of 
tone and comfort in the canteens.

The Unequal Marriage Laws.
There is an inequality in the marriage laws which, while 

- it concerns only a limited number of people, is, nevertheless, 
a very burning question, and that is the fact that, in spite of 
the Deceased Wife’s Sister’s Bill, it is still illegal for a woman 
to marry her deceased husband’s brother. Lady Astor has 
several times raised the question in Parliament, and last week 
Mr. Waterson,attacked the Prime Minister on the subject,'and 
Mr. Hogge pointed out that a great many widows of soldiers 
who were killed are now living with their husbands' brothers, 
which is permitted under the law in the oppositecase of a man 
and his deceased wife’s sister. But neither the arguments of 
Mr. Waterson and of Mr. Hogge, nor the gibe of Mr. J. Jones 
about the promised equality of the. sexes, could get anything 
but a refusal to consider such a Bill from the adamant Prime 
Minister, who said that, from long experience, he knew the 

' dangers of interference with the law in this respect. It is time 
he had experience of the dangers of not righting these august 
laws.

Reaction in Greece.
British friends of Greece will regret the astonishing result 

of the elections which were virtually a plebescite on the Veni- 
zelos regime. M. Venizelos, a democrat who has not so much 
by war as by the prestige of his good faith, added province to 
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province and honour to honour for the country of his adoption, 
who, Cretan by birth, was more Greek than the Athenians, has 
challenged the Constantinists and has been defeated. We cannot 
believe that this madness is more than a temporary reaction, 
but while it lasts Greece is under a cloud and Europe is deprived 
of one of her greatest statesmen.

Women to be Disfranchised in Hungary.'
A Bill regulating municipal elections has been-submit ted to 

the Hungarian National Assembly by which women are to be 
deprived of the electoral qualification for municipal and county 
councils. The new legislation arranges that half of the muni
cipal councillors must be taken from the ranks of the highest 
ratepayers,, so that there is a distinct limitation of choice for 
the proletariat. Reaction does not end there, for the Hun
garian Premier is reported to have declared that universal suf- 
frage will be abolished, and that the House of Magnates will be 
reinstated in its former rights preparatory to the election of 
a king. If this comes off it will be the only instance on record 
of voluntary disenfranchisement following enfranchisement.

A Central Office for the Care of the Young.
In 1918. Vienna established the Central Office for the Care 

of the Young, and since then branches have been opened all 
over the country. The office is the legal guardian of illegitimate 
and of necessitous children. In Vienna alone, 190 welfare 
sisters are employed solely in visiting the homes of poor children, 
who, if home conditions are bad, are taken away and sent to 
hospitals or to special homes to be cared for. If the mother of 
the family is ill, her children are cared for in special asylums 
during her illness. Instruction and advice are given to mothers 
in the care of their offspring, food is given to them at cost price, 
and special food kitchens have been provided by the American 
Mission for children attending the Kindergarten attached to 
each branch. The Central Office supervised the arrangements 

' for the children who were invited to England and other countries, 
but its more important work was to deal with the 28,000 
children who remained behind, many suffering from tuberculosis 
and other diseases. -

“ Dispensation ” Marriages.
The validity of “ dispensation ” marriages on the part of 

divorced people of the Roman Catholic religion is a burning 
question in. Austria. As far back as 181 1 the Austrian Civil- 
Code laid down that dispensation'might be granted after close 
investigation'and Catholic divorcees might remarry. The right 
to grant dispensation was placed in the hands of the Governor 
of the Provinces of Austria. For a hundred and nine years this 
article has been in abeyance, but the Social Democratic Govern- 
merit of Lower Austria has resuscitated it, with the result that 
large numbers of people have availed themselves of the dis- 
pensation. The clericals are, naturally, disputing the legality 
of such marriages, but, apparently, since the Governor has the 
right to grant dispensations, not even the Church can upset 
the technical legality of his decision.

Marriage under Twenty-four Forbidden.
Housing- difficulties are so acute in some parts of Germany 

that extraordinary steps are being taken to solve the problem. 
In Lubeck the Housing Authorities have decided not to permit 
young couples to marry until they are 24 years old and can prove 
they have lodgings or a house to live in. Since the cessation of 
compulsory military service, German men are marrying, much 
earlier, andthe harassed authorities found the housing question 
almost insurmountable.

Middle-class Women in Austria.
A new movement has been set on foot in Austria for the pur

pose of helping middle-class women and girls to earn their living 
by teaching them all kinds of skilled needlework. Free courses 
are being held in the schools and the result is very encouraging, 
for numbers of trained women are being given work in the big 
linen drapery establishments, though the shortage of raw mate- 
rial is a great hindrance to trade. If the Allied Governments 
would stretch out a helping hand in the form of granting credit 
for raw materials, not only would the starving women of Austria 
be set on the path of independence and self-respect, but the 
export of the beautiful Austrian embroidery could start once 
more.

NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER.
BY OUR PARLIAMENTARY CORRESPONDENT.

Another week of Ireland, with the skies not less dark. Of 
the four days on which the House sat, three were given up to 
Home Rule, and in addition there was the Prime Minister’s 
speech at the Mansion House. . A good deal has happened. On ■ 
Monday, November 8th, the Committee stage of the Bill was 
continued and concluded. The most important discussion was 
on the Senate. Last summer the Government promised to set 
up Second Chambers for northern and southern Ireland. 
Whether northern Ireland has a Second Chamber or not is not 
a matter of great importance, but for southern Ireland it is 
vital; for the Unionist minority is so scattered that under no 
conceivable system of voting could they return members to 
Parliament in sufficient, numbers to make their weight felt. 
Therefore, the Government had agreed to work out a scheme for 
a Senate. However, when the scheme appeared, it was seen that 
all it did was to empower the Council of Ireland to set up such 
a Senate. Now this Council will, as Colonel Guinness said, be 
composed half of Orangemen and half of Sinn Feiners, and it 
is hardly likely that the Sinn Feiners would go out of their way 
to set up a Senate whose only justification would be to act as a 
curb on the Lower Chamber which they themselves .controlled. 
This was so clear that Colonel Guinness and his friends had no 
difficulty in making mincemeat of the Government suggestion. 
However, argument does not always win, and the big battalions 
of the Coalition gave the Government their usual majority..

On Tuesday, November 9th, the Prime Minister spoke at 
the Mansion House and defended reprisals. Apparently he 
thinks that England and Scotland want them; and, if the House 
of Commons is an indication, they most abundantly do. Lord 
Hugh Cecil, taking up the middle position that murders of 
police and indiscriminate reprisals are equally abominable, has, 
it must sorrowfully be admitted, little support in the House. 
The vast majority of Members want reprisals, and believing, 
whether rightly or wrongly, that Sir Hamar Greenwood encour
ages them, they give'him unwavering support. Possibly the 
country is of the same opinion. At any rate, after the Mansion. 
House speech no one can have any doubt what the Government 
are doing. We are at war. War involves vicarious punish- 
ment, and therefore the Black and Tans are to be supported. 
There is not the slightest doubt that the Prime Minister has the 
vast majority of the House behind him. Whether such a policy 
is justifiable, whether it is wise, and whether it has the least 
chance of success, are not for the moment under consideration. 
The House has come definitely over to support Sir Hamar 
Greenwood. - 1

On Wednesday, November 10th, the Report stage of the 
Bill was completed. The day was notable for the complete 

-yielding of the Government to Sir Edward Carson. Whatever, 
he asked for he got, and he was not at pains to veil the dic- 
tatorial tone of his orders. For the moment, the Government 
ceased to exist except as a machine for registering his decision.

Thursday brought Armistice Day, and the Debate concluded 
on a higher level than it had hitherto occupied. A word of 
warning, however, must be uttered against the facile optimism 
of the London Press. They seem to think that a new spirit was 
shown in the debate, and that settlement is nearer. Would that 
it were! To most observers it seems further off than ever.

The Ministry of Health (Miscellaneous Provisions) Bill was 
interpolated on Tuesday, November gth, and the attack on 
Dr. Addison was kept up. The Bill has no friends except the 
doctors who like the hospital clauses, arid even they are not 
unanimous. In the end, the Labour-Party and Liberal Opposi
tion supported the Bill, and therefore it received a comfortable 
majority; but Division lists should be analysed as well as 
counted, and the seventy-six who voted against it include the 
solidest of the solid, supporters of the Coalition. Dr. Addison 
made a rambling and petulant defence. He did not touch the 
heart of the dispute. He is attempting- to alter in one Bill three 
great codes of Law—Local Government, Public Health, and 
Housing— and to alter, them in an acutely controversial spirit. 
No wonder then that the House objects to having to swallow 
such a measure whole. Most members support one or more of 
its provisions, and they resent being put in the position of having 
to vote for something which they detest in order to obtain some
thing else for which they may have fought for years. Perhaps 
this feeling, the sense of intentional juggling, is the one which 
causes the most bitterness. The measure is possibly the most 
difficult to defend of any which the Government have introduced, 
and it is handled by the Minister least capable of defending, it.

THE UNEMPLOYMENT OF PROFESSIONAL WOMEN.

The winter which is now upon us is going to be a harder one 
for wage-earning women than any they have yet faced, and it is 
no use to talk complacently about Government schemes and 
unemployment insurances and all such methods, for it is a plain 
and certain fact that, even in spite of votes, the Government is not 
caring at all about unemployment among women.

In the summer of this year, when the problems of the winter 
were plainly foreseen, an Unemployment Insurance Act was 
passed, extending the State scheme to all workers (with the 
exceptions of agricultural workers and domestic servants) whose 
yearly wage is less than £250. This extension, while fairly 
manageable and probably advantageous for men, is likely to 
prove a serious disaster for women, because of the way in which 
it will be administered. In the case of men all the workers now 
covered by the Act are likely to be in well-defined trades or 
occupations. They will insure through their Trade Unions, or 
through the Friendly Societies to which they belong, and there 
will be plenty of strong organisations to see that they get their 
benefits. ' ’ ' ■

The case of women is sadly different. In the first place, the 
upper limit of £250 will, unfortunately, include a large number 
of professional workers, whose organisation is, to say the least 
of it, incomplete. It will include the great mass of women 
clerical workers (with the exception, of course, of those who 
are “ established ” and on a pensionable basis in the Govern- 
ment service). . It will include far too many teachers, nurses, 
midwives, and workers in clubs, banks, and hotels. (We say too 
many, not because these women ought not to receive out of work 
pay, but because they ought not to be below the wage limit of 
£250 a year.) Now all these workers-—numbering many 

thousands—are not organised in Trade Unions, and are insured 
under the National Health Insurance Act through Friendly 
Societies or through the Post Office. These people are offered 
the choice of unemployment insurance through the same 
Friendly Societies or through the Employment Exchanges, and 
we wish to point out that it is a deplorable choice.

It would not be so if unemployment insurance was like other 
forms of insurance. We do rot wish to criticize the Friendly 
Societies-—or even the Government—for their insurance work. 
Much of it is magnificent, and- it has been of great benefit to 
many women. But this matter is on a different footing, and for 
the following- reasons.

When the Act was passing through the House it was the 
occasion of a three-cornered struggle between the Government 
and the Trade Unions and the Friendly Societies over the matter 
of administration. All three wanted to get it into their own 
hands, as we pointed out at the time in these columns, and none 
of them appeared to remember the insured persons at all. At the 
last moment the Trade Unions scored a point, and inserted a 
clause into the Bill which they thought would knock out the 
Friendly Societies. It has not done so, but it has knocked out the 
women—as so often happens.It is to this effect, that no one 
may be approved under the Act who does not possess the means 
of investigating the state of wages of the industries in all the 
occupations to which its insured members belong, and who is 
not in a position to offer them work when they are unemployed.

The effect of this provision is that every body administering 
this money must itself become an employment exchange, and 
moreover, an employment exchange competent to decide on rates 
of pay and fair conditions of employment.

Now, who can say that either the Friendly Societies, the 
Trade Unions, or the Employment Exchanges are in a position 
to do this for professional women? What will happen—in all 
three cases—is that the unemployed professional women will be 
forgotten altogether. The most that can be hoped for (and it 
is optimistic; indeed, to hope it) is that these bodies will really 
attend to the industrial women, and will be able to find them 
new work. The professional ones will go by the board. This, 

perhaps, would not be so fatal if it stood alone. After all, pro
fessional women have had to deal with their employment 
problems without the aid of large numbers of centres of informa
tion up to now, and it might be thought that they will be, at 
any rate, no worse off in the future, and, at least, this much the 
better, that they will now get unemployment payment for a time. 
But this will not be so. Unemployment is going to be so bad 
all round that all the agencies (and particularly, we expect, 
the Government agencies) will be wanting to lighten the ship. 
The Act very naturally provides that anyone refusing work when 
offered will lose the benefit; the obvious consequence will be 
that the unfortunate out of work .professional woman will be 
offered industrial work, and, if she refuses, will lose her benefit. 
As it was in the time after the Armistice so it will be again, and 
the harsh treatment of unemployed women will result in their 
getting only the very slightest benefit, if any, from the Act. 
They will pay their contributions, because they must; they will 
enroll at one or other of these unsympathetic places, because 
there is nothing else; and they will soon find their benefits cut 
off, and their moneys—hardly enough earned, and badly enough 
wanted—will go to make up the deficit on someone else.

If this were the only trouble it would be bad enough. But 
the case is even worse when looked at from the financial point 
of view. Under the Act men contribute 4d. a week, women 3d. 
a week, employers 4d. for men and 32d. for women, the State 
2d. for men and 13d. for women. . In return, men 
get 15s. a week and women 12s. The effort made in 
the House to secure equal benefits and equal payments 
for men and women was resisted by the Government, 
on all sorts of specious pleas, and failed. For less payments, 
therefore, women get less benefit; in its general unfairness there 
is, at least, a spice of equity. But in the case of the additional 
Friendly Society benefits this comfort vanishes. For they have 
agreed to give unequal results for equal contributions.

Roughly speaking, their joint scheme (elaborated at a series 
of conferences at which Miss Florence, of the Clerical and Pro- 
fession M Women’s Insurance Society, was the only woman 
present) is as follows : Every insured member is to pay them 4d. 
a week, additional to their State payments through stamps on 
the cards held by employers, and for this extra 4d. the men in- 
sured are to get a supplementary 5s. a week and the women 4s. 
They justify this on the ground that there will be greater unem- 
ployment of women than of men—which is certainly true—al- 
though they did not give even approximate figures to explain 
their calculations. From an actuarial standpoint, which is theirs, 
they may be right, though we should like to know what makes 
them think there is just a shilling’s worth of difference. But 
from the woman’s point of view it is decidedly unfair. Why 
should she, and she alone, have to bear the burden of other 
women’s unemployment? Why, because more men are safe, 
should she get less? Why not share out unemployment benefits 
(and work, too) between all the unemployed? Why, indeed?

The reason why it is not done is because everyone still thinks 
that women, whether employed or unemployed, are a detail of 
the working world, a quiet, passive, unimportant detail, easily 
exploited, easily oppressed, and not worth bothering about.

This, however, is not our view, nor that of our readers, and 
we trust that they will give this matter serious consideration. 
The only remedy we can see to this particular difficulty is for 
women to back up the Women’s Insurance Society which already 
exists, and to enable it to do for women what other societies 
will not do. It seems to be the only way out, and weshall 
welcome correspondence on this subject.

And meantime let us remember that the remedy for the whole 
thing lies in our own hands. We must force public opinion to 
take full account of the problems of the employed woman, and 
to take them on their modern merits, and not on the outworn 
prejudices that have lasted from pre-enfranchised days.
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BURNING QUESTIONS.
We call the attention of our readers to the fact that in the 

heading of “ Burning Questions ” we endeavour to present the 
political thinkers. We do not ourselves express an editorial 
to be well-informed and then to come to her own opinion.

THE ADVANTAGES OF TRUSTS.
FROM A CORRESPONDENT.

’ Neither those who approve the movement nor those who 
deplore it would deny that there is a world-wide tendency 
towards amalgamation and centralisation. Unification of 
interests is the order of the day. Hardly a week passes that 
the newspapers do not record some notable instance. And the 
tendency is by no means confined—as many worthy people are 
still inclined to believe—to capitalistic enterprises. Witness the 
constant effort, in the Trades Union world, to fuse into one 
great body the smaller unions in, or connected with, a given 
industry. The recent formation of the Amalgamated Engineer- 
ing Union is a case in point. The linking-up process, too, is 
developing rapidly in the Co-operative movement. The merg
ing of smaller concerns in greater is a universal phenomenon 
that would doubtless have made great progress—war or no. 
war—but the events of the last six years have inevitably 
favoured its growth.

_ But the question arises : Admitting that such consolidation 
is natural, is inevitable, is it also desirable? Particularly in 
the case of trading associations? .

A very cursory enquiry into the history of trusts and com- 
binations discloses the fact that many of them were formed at 
a time when the fortunes of the individual units composing 
them were singularly low-—when disaster in fact threatened 
the particular trade. So it is probably a fair conclusion that 
combination has often been vital to the conservation of an 
industry, and the one and only means of reviving its drooping 
fortunes.

But even in cases where no such imperative necessity exists, 
many general considerations can be brought forward in favour 
of centralised organisation. In those trades-where an associa
tion' of firms has been brought about, the elimination of the 
unfit, in a merciful manner, has at once become possible. The 
unsuccessful manufacturer has either been helped on to his 
feet, or pensioned off (according as he was found to be unduly, 
handicapped or else inefficient), to his own advantage and to - 
that of his fellow manufacturers .and the community at large; 
in maintaining the export trade and in meeting foreign com- 
petition, it is evident that a far better fight can be put up if the 
home forces present a united front. Individual firms, acting 
independently and often in total ignorance of the proceedings 
of their neighbours, have little chance in the fierce struggle to 
secure the markets of the world. Then, too, from the point of 

- view of the general administration of the country, trade 
problems become more manageable when the firms in a given 
line of business are united in some form of society or combine. 
During the war the Government found it far easier to deal in 
this way with groups of firms rather than with isolated units, 
and, in this respect, what was proved to be convenient during 
the war will be no less so in, the days of peace.

Keeping in mind such combinations as have already been 
effected in, e.g., the soap and tobacco trades, very brief con- 
sideration of its more detailed effects brings conviction that 
such fusion is distinctly beneficial to industry and tends to 
economy, efficiency, and a general raising of the standards of

topical and controversial matters which we treat under the 
principal views on each question held by differing groups of 
opinion, beyond this, that it is each woman's business first 

manufacture. Concerted control of production and distribution 
means, improved organisation. Buying can be more advan- 
tageously carried on when it is on a great scale. Standardisa
tion of products becomes possible and there is far greater oppor
tunity for specialisation. . Competition, instead of centring 
round price, centres round quality—which is all to the good of 
the consumer. Work can be more evenly distributed. Middle
men can be largely dispensed with. Stability and uniformity of 
prices come within the range of practical politics when buying 
and selling are under central regulation, and this is a matter of 
some importance to those who make tenders and contracts. 
And last, but by no means least, real progress on the scientific 
side of industry is at last assured, for interchange of ideas 
promotes and facilitates research.

Combines are a very favourite object of attack in certain 
circles. The charge most frequently levelled at them being 
that once a monopoly is established it will be abused, i.e., the 
public will be charged an. exorbitant rate and will have no 
redress. In this connection it is worth remembering that the 
(Ministry of Reconstruction) Committee on Trusts reported that 
no definite evidence had been brought'before them that, up to 
the present, excessive charges had been made by these combina
tions. Even if such a contingency arose, the recommendations 
of the. Committee—that machinery should be set up for the 
investigation of Trusts, and a special tribunal created to deal 
with any un warrantable practices—should . go far to allay any 
fears of this kind. . Indeed, quite apart from legislative safe
guards these are certain factors which would definitely militate 
against such-transgressions. If directors of any big concerns 
are so deficient in wisdom and a sense of justice, as to wish to 
profiteer unduly, it is generally admitted that there are sub- 
stantial difficulties in the way. In the first place, unless and 
until about 80 per cent, of the output of the particular article is 
under control, there is ordinary trade competition to contend 
with. When regulation of that percentage is acquired, there is 
still the actual rivalry of co-operative societies and the potential 
rivalry of municipalities to be guarded against. Foreign com
petition has to be reckoned with-—so has the fact that com- 
binations in contributory or subsidiary industries are in a 
position to exert influence or price. Finally, there is the know
ledge that abnormally inflated prices, by exasperating the public, 
lead, in the long- run, to reduction of demand and consequent 
diminution of sales. .- '

Other provision can evidently be made against the abuse of 
monopoly, such as limitation, of profits, price control, and, in 
the last resort, the threat of nationalisation, i.e., entry of the 
State into the field as competitor.

. The real risks in connection with the creation of Trusts are 
of another order. There is the .loss of the personal touch—the 
tendency to adopt bureaucratic methods. These can be met 
and overcome as long as an industry remains in the hands of 

. those with really expert knowledge of it, but were the process 
carried a stage further, by the substitution of State for expert 
control, disaster would be inevitable.

THE CHANGING WORLD OF EDUCATION.
In no department of life are movements of change at present more marked than in education; and in scarcely any other can 

such movements be of so much interest to women. On the whole, the tendency of the experiments now being made in every 
part of the world is towards replacing command and inhibition by freedom, spontaneity, and self-government. To some ob
servers these experiments seem to offer the greatest possible promise for the world’s future; to others they appear 
deplorable examples of “soft pedagogy.” Here, as always, the only sure plan is to read, examine, ponder, and judge for
oneself.

GERMANY TO-DAY,
By MARGARET MINNA GREEN.

Iii spite of the sufferings of the German people, the physical 
and moral evils arising from the war, and the universal lowering 
of physique, one of the most striking circumstances to the 
observant visitor is the great mental,and spiritual vitality of 
the people. Deprived of her material prosperity, Germany is 
nursing passionately her inner national life- The Wandervogel 
—boys and girls who spend their Sundays, and often their 
holidays, in country walks and expeditions—are rediscovering 
old national peasant dances and songs. I saw one such dance 
performed at the annual display arranged by the Girls’ Grammar 
School (Lyzeum) of a Rhineland town;'the main industry of the 
town was weaving and lace-making, and this dance represented 
the movements of the shuttle in weaving.

Perhaps the most striking manifestation of newly evolving 
meatal life is that of the People’s High Schools '(Volkshoch- 
schuten). The idea was borrowed from Denmark, but Germany 
is rapidly making it her own. Most of the schools have been 
founded since the Revolution, many have just completed their 
first session. The aim of these schools is to give education 
which may be of value to all classes, alike to the manual worker 
and the brain worker, thus uniting the people, in spite of dif- 
ferences ofcreed and politics. Needless to say the task is far 
from easy; indeed, many schools fail in it and confine them- 
selves to one class alone. Nevertheless, it is aways kept in 
view. Attendance is voluntary. The schools are run by. 
People’s High School Associations, membership of which is 
open to all. Each town has its own Association, and the 
regulations differ considerably. In some, politics are rigidly 
excluded and I am told that in Schwerin, Social Democrats pre- 
vented a course being held on the history of English imperialism. 
The method most favoured is rather that of the study circle, 
the lecturer leading discussion, and actually opening with an 
address; but his real skill is tested in his capacity for stitnu- 
lating thought and discussion. In one case, a class of some 
four hundred students was studying the Second Part of Faust; 
a large proportion were manual workers. Discussion yas keen 
and ready, though far from verbose. I also visited quite small 
economic classes attended by members of Worts’ Councils. 
The subject under discussion was prices; discussion was not 
fluent, but very much to the point, and the lecturer was careful 
to be sure of the assent of the students to each statement of fact 
before proceeding- to argue further from it.

Another manifestation of this marvellous mental vitality 
consists in the various developments in connection with schools. 
The older pupils (on an average from fifteen upwards) in many 
schools now elect class committees or class delegates, who are 
in part responsible for discipline, and who also discuss matters 
affecting the school, and make representations to the staff; thus, 
in one school they discussed whether longer hours should be 
worked in the morning or whether there should be an earlier 
dinner and some afternoon work; they preferred the former,.and 
the school authorities agreed. Sometimes suggestions may be 
made as to the studies pursued, though there are obviously 
narrow limits to what is possible in this direction. In the 
Grammar School already mentioned this, system of class repre
sentatives has been in use for some seven years. But the de
velopments of the last two years, and decrees issued by the 
present Prussian Government have caused it to spread rapidly 
in recent months. Further, the parents are required to elect 
Councils (Elternbeirate}, whose duty it is to consider and pass 
on suggestions and representations brought forward by parents. 
At long intervals they are required to call full meetings of the 
parents of all children in the school. Where many matters arise 
for discussion, these meetings may be called more often. At 
one such meeting which I attended two resolutions were under 
discussion, both arising from the low physique of the children, 
resulting from war and blockade. The first proposed raising 
the school attendance age from six to seven, the second, the 
reduction of hours for children in their, first school year. These 

resolutions, if passed, were to be handed on to a meeting repre
sentative of all Parents’ Councils in the district, and thence, as 
recommendations, to the Board of Education. The question 
was discussed with much practical insight as to how far a general 
raising of the school age was desirable, and how far the case 
could be met by medical certificates for special children, and, 
finally, the latter view prevailed.

That I was enabled to be present at such meetings was due 
to the unfailing’ kindness and courtesy of all concerned. To - 
some it was clearly an effort to receive an Englishwoman; but 
the general impression left behind is that of spontaneous, some- 
times eager, kindliness. During my four weeks in Germany I 
never heard a single discourteous word. But this does not 
mean that national feeling is not deep and strong. It was 
probably never stronger. National feeling such as this, how- 
ever, has little in common with Chauvinism. I remarked to one 
friend on the wealth of mental treasure which the new Germany 
is creating in her People’s High Schools, and elsewhere, and she 
replied : " We feel that we have so much to give; and as things 
are, we cannot give it.”

Hitherto the German people have succeeded in transforming - 
material poverty into mental wealth and vitality. But they 
cannot continue to do so indefinitely. Unemployment, hunger 
among the poorer people, the hostility of the outer world, must, 
in time, break the most indomitable spirit. Yet they are right; 
they have so much to give, if only the Entente democracies will 
help to create a world in which they can give it, and will help 
before it is too late.

A SCHOOL FOR CHIEFS’ 
DAUGHTERS.

By L. A. CHAPMAN.

In 1816 the people of Kandy deposed their king and came of 
their own will under the British flag. William Greville, who 
escorted the dethroned king to Madras, describes in his journal 
how the ladies of the royal family and suite crept together in a 
corner, crouching under their veils, and went down to their 
quarters in his ship by a covered way lest they should be seen 
from the deck. These were the manners of the time and of the 
next three quarters of a century, but the chiefs of the Central 
Province of Ceylon agreed together about thirty years ago to 
choose a different life for their daughters. They still preserved 
many ancestral and patriarchal customs; they had something of 
the East and something of the West in their outlook, and their 
sons had received their education in Christian schools, though 
they lived on their own lands in a kind of feudal state, counting 
their wealth in rice fields, elephants, and jewellery. They asked 
for a girls’ school, and the Church of England Zenana Mission- 
ary Society was the more willing to establish one because the 
heads of the boys’ schools were already recognising the futility 
of Christian education which touched one sex only.

The school founded in Kandy in 1889 has now 129 scholars. 
They come at four years old or later, but the earlier the better. 
They wear their customary native dress and eat the native food 
of curry and rice, plantains and rice cakes. There is no attempt 
to Westernise them, and the. tennis arid net-ball at which the 
girls excel are played barefoot and in Eastern dress. But what is 
worth learning from the West they learn. They take long walks 
in thehills, though never in the streets of Kandy, as this would 
be contrary to Sinhalese etiquette. They take the Cambridge 
Local Examinations, learn domestic science, and incidentally 
forget to despise manual labour. Even nursing is slowly 
acquiring a-status lacking ten years ago, though even now the 
better classes seldom choose it as a profession.

The Cambridge Local Examinations have hada great effect 
both in and out of school, since the first candidate in 1902 gained 
her father’s permission to sit for it on condition she was 
never left. I spent the dreariest week of my lifer in a little room 
next to the examination hall, watching my ewe lamb write her



900 THE WOMAN’S LEADER NOVEMBER 19, 1920.. November 19, 1920. THE WOMAN’S LEADER. 901

papers. She knew no word of English when she came to school, 
yet not only did she pass, but her brother, eighteen months older, 
failed. What more convincing proof that a woman might have 
brains and be worthy of the respect of her men folk ! A boy 
cousin wrote: “ I as a Kandyan and a relative share in her 
honours.” ,

The immediate effect of this first success was that girls were 
left at school longer to work for examinations; the remoter 
effects were not only a more adequate education but, more 
important still to the race, a deferring of the age of marriage. 
During the last two years our pupils have gained distinctions 
in English, hygiene, religious knowledge, and history, tough 
the examination is set in a tongue foreign to them. Nor is 
their education confined to examination subjects. Most of the 
girls look forward to marriage and motherhood, and their 
schooling must fit them for the future. The Government has 
appointed an Inspectress in Domestic Science for the first time 
this year, and hopes to start a training college for Sinhalese 
teachers in this subject. Nor is the instruction merely theo- 
retical; the girls sweep and dust their rooms and wash their 
spoons and forks, and the chiefs, their fathers, welcome their 
performance of these duties, for their servants at home—life- 
long retainers who are born and die on the estate—have no 
training but what their mistress can give them.

Twenty years ago the girls went home only once a year. I 
was horrified at the idea, but soon recognised its wisdom. When • 
once a girl went home it was doubtful whether we should ever 
see her again. The conservative older folk opposed her return; 
the announcement of the school's re-opening might never arrive; 
there was the Eastern unwillingness to make a start; no 
railways, no motors, and few roads; the start might be delayed 
till the monsoon made it impossible. In those days of marriage 
at twelve or thirteen repeated delays might mean the end of , 
school altogether. The coming of rew pupils was as precarious; 
a lucky day must be chosen and was unlikely to be the first day 
of term. I have known it to be the last! And then, perhaps, 
the whole family would accompany the pupil. And their stay 
at school was another reminder that time in the East is no 
object.

This was long ago. The fathers of our present pupils were 
college boys themselves, and their sons at college like their 
sisters’ holidays to coincide with their own. We are not likely 
again to have a telegram, “ Missed the train, unlucky omen! 
Bring the children next week.” If so, it will be from a grand- 
father, for our girls are already of the second generation.

The girls sometimes leave at thirteen, but frequently stay 
till sixteen or seventeen. If they gain their parents' consent to 
become Christians they are baptised after several years’ 
probation, and join our teaching staff until their marriage. The 
parents have learned that the school is a happy and safe place - 
for girls, and do not now insist on marriage as a safeguard for 
a grown-up girl, though, the dangers to which an orphaned or 
fatherless chief's daughter may be exposed if she returns to her 
own people make the need for a Court of Wards a crying one in 
Ceylon.

We have naturally but little influence with regard to the 
marriage of such girls as remain Bhuddist, though I have 
remonstrated where there was question of a notorious evil-liver 
as a husband for one of my pupils. But in the case of Christian 
girls it is a duty to do our very best to promote a suitable 
marriage, both from a religious and social point of view. In 
every case, the parents have welcomed a Christian marriage 
when they have seen it is for their daughters' happiness.

Is it quite vain to try and attract recruits from England for . 
educational work which has so many possibilities ? Or is it 
possible that a few words about the progress made during the 
twenty years that I have been principal of this school may 
throw a light upon what trained and eager workers could do 
for Sinhalese girls and women in other fields ? We have one 
district nurse, a fully trained Sinhalese woman speaking English 
and Tamil besides her own language, but we have no Institute 
to train more, and no Englishwomen to staff one. We have 
only just begun medical inspection of schools. We have millions 
of women in the East who can never call in the help of a medical 
man, and whom a medical woman or even the holder of a C.M.B. 
certificate like myself may save from untold suffering.Some
times guardianship of ex-pupils is thrust upon us because there 
is no Court of Wards or Public Trustee to watch over their 
interests or their safety. It seems incredible that Englishwomen 
with education and capacity should resign themselves to a 
cramped life when the East calls them and offers as well as asks 
so much. “If the Brotherhood, of Man means anything it means 
that each has need of all the rest.”

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE AT 
MILAN.

By LADY GLADSTONE.

Last month the fourth International Conference of Voluntary 
Societies for the League of Nations met at Milan, the delegates 
representing twenty of the countries which form the Inter- 
national Federation of Associations, The English League of 
Nations Union sent as their delegates : Sir Willoughby Dickin- 
son, Mr. George Barnes, Mrs. Walter Runciman; Major Gen. 
Sir Frederick Maurice, Mr. Stuart Bunning, Mr. Treseder 
Griffin, Col. Borden Turner (Secretary to the delegation), and 
myself. • . . -

The Conference at Milan had been summoned to consider 
various matters of importance connected with the League of 
Nations. It was a most interesting experience to find oneself 
discussing international problems with men and women from 
other countries, instead of merely reading about them in the 
newspapers, or talking them over with one’s own countrymen 
at home. It all became far more real, and I felt within myself 
the growing pains of a new and more truly international point 
of view. If the League of Nations is ever to achieve the great 
ends it was founded to establish, it can only be because The 
peoples of the earth, have willed it. This means a definite 
departure from the old, narrow national point of view. Other 
nations must not be regarded as dangerous rivals and potential 
enemies. -Perfect justice and fair dealing between nations are 
the avowed ideals of the League of N ations. To transform these 
ideals into practical deeds, the Governments and statesmen-of the 
world must be inspired by the knowledge that behind them there 
is the impetus of a great public opinion, based on belief in the 
Brotherhood of Nations, and the highest form of patriotism, 
the patriotism of Humanity. .

All arrangements for the Conference were in the hands 
of the Italian Society, and nothing could have exceeded 
their thoughtful kindness in providing for our comfort. 
The meeting’s of the Conference all took place in the beau- 
tiful Royal Palace*. At the opening of the meeting 
the delegates were welcomed by Count Sforza, the Italian 
Foreign Minister, and Signor Tittoni, President of the 
Senate. Signor Ruffini, Member of the Senate, presided over 
the Conference. Count Sforza gave a banquet in our honour 
that night. The following day the real labour of the Conference 
began. The delegates were divided into six Commissions deal- 
ing with special subjects. The Reports of these Commissions 
were debated by the Assembly during the following days of the 
Conference. Col. .Borden Turner and myself were placed upon 
the second Commission which was to consider the question 
of propaganda. Many suggestions were made, and an agreed 
report was submitted to the Assembly. Amongst the most 
important recommendations were those suggested by the French 
delegates dealing with education. All League of Nations 
Societies were asked to take the necessary steps to ensure that 
teaching on the League of Nations should be given in all Schools 
and Colleges of every grade. In the- French Universities, 
Courses on the League of Nations have already been established. 
It was also agreed that every effort should be made to remove 
from all school books anything calculated to instil feelings of 
hatred between one nation and another, and that all teaching 
should be inspired by the ideals of the League of Nations.

The British suggestion that there should be a Universal 
League of Nations day to be observed throughout the world 
once a year was adopted. It was recommended by the Chinese 
that a journal should be established giving full information about 
the League, and publishing articles in various languages. 
Finally, the Federated Societies were urged to enlist the help 
of all existing organisations in sympathy with the principles of 
the. League of Nations, to hold meetings in town and country, 
and, through the medium of speeches, pamphlets, the Press, 
pictures, theatres, and cinemas, to teach and preach the League 
of Nations to the world.

The first Commission was concerned with the framing of a 
Constitution for the Federation of the Voluntary Societies, and 
the most interesting, debate of the Assembly took place on its 
report. The admission of Esthonia, Finland, Georgia, Littonia,. 
Lithuania, and Ukraine into the Federation was agreed to with- 
out difficulty. The Italians then proposed that the request of 
Austria and Hungary, to be allowed to join the Associated 
Societies should be granted. The British delegation supported 
the Italian motion. There was electricity in the air, and one 
was aware of some movement in the hearts around one of the 
old hates and fears left by the war. In miniature, and without 

the authority to bind the policy o£ our Governments, we were, 
in fact, considering some_of the very same questions that the 
great'World Parliament, the Assembly of the League of Nations, 
will be called upon to decide at Geneva this month. Some of the ‘ 
delegates were in a delicate position. They represented, it is 
true, Societies formed to support the League of Nations and 
inspired by its ideals, yet in many cases these Societies are, no 
doubt, in advance of the public opinion of their countrymen.. 
On the other hand, might it not be that what this Conference 
decided to-day would point the way to that greater Assembly 
to-morrow? Who shall gauge-the conflict in the minds of men 
between idealism and expediency? In the Italian delegation 
were some of the finest brains in Italy. The eloquence and 
passion with which they pleaded the'cause of their hereditary 
enemies won the day—Austria and Hungary were admitted. 
The case of Germany was on a different footing, for she had not 
asked to be allowed to join the Federation.

The Reports from the other Commissions on the International 
Court of Justice, the Economic Situation, and an International 
Police Force for carrying out the decisions of the League, were 
also considered by the Assembly and gave rise to interesting 
discussions. The speeches were almost all delivered in French, 
and were translated into English, excepting in the cases of the 
English and Chinese delegates, who spoke in English, and 
whose speeches were rendered into French. Amongst the dele- 
gates were a large number of distinguished men, professors, 
philosophers, and men of letters. Altogether, it was an extra- 
ordinarily interesting- gathering. It was a little disappointing 
to find that women delegates had only been sent from England, 
France, Holland, and Italy. Surely the cause of the League of 
Nations is one that concerns’ women, and there can be no task 
for which women are better fitted than to be the peacemakers 
of the world. .

ASSAULTS ON CHILDREN.
By E. M. GOODMAN.

In 1919, the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Children published a pamphlet dealing with criminal and 
indecent assaults upon children, quoting figures showing a 
marked decline in the case of the more serious offence and a very 
material improvement altogether since 1905- These statistics- 
take account only of cases reported to the Society, and these, 
though they include some crimes whose perpetrators escaped 
punishment, must have been fewer than the whole terrible list 
of undetected, hushed-up iniquities of which neither the Society 
nor the Courts of Justice had cognisance. There are many 
reasons why outrages of this kind should never reach the public 
ear; conviction of the criminal brings with it no redress, but 
rather art added torture to Ms victim; publicity may seem to 
entail a smirching of the child’s moral character, witnesses are 
unwilling to appear in such cases. But above and beyond all 
these inherent difficulties in. punishing these black crimes is 
another reason for which the whole community is responsible. 
The law is not in intention merciful to the offender, but the 
administration of that law so tempers the wind to the murderers 
of innocence .that the child victims will not break their silence 
to bring their torturers to a mockery of justice.

The women of Edinburgh, believing that these crimes are 
on the increase, and justly convinced that they will not cease 
until they are sternly punished, approached the Lord Advocate 
on the 15th October with a deputation representing- twenty- 
nine organisations demanding such amendments of the law as 
will protect children from outrage, and until new legislation can 
be obtained such instruction from the Crown Office as will 
secure the effective administration of the law now in existence.

The Lord Advocate was sympathetic. He stated that crimes 
against Woolen and young girls had always been recognised as 
among the most serious breaches of the law; he admitted that 
the secrecy which is intended to shield the victim of an outrage 
should not be stretched to concealI the identity of the criminal. 
He showed that in three years the High Court had inflicted forty 

sentences of penal servitude for offences against girls under 
sixteen, and that some of those were for long terms. Replying 
to the -suggestions that women doctors, women police, women 
magistrates, and women jurors should assist in the preparation 
for and conduct of cases of assault upon children, he held out 
hope that this means of obtaining impartial justice and lessen, 
ing the ordeal to the injured child would be increasingly 
employed.

But much more than this promise of a slow improvement 
in administrative processes is needed, if notin Edinburgh, in the 
remainder of the United Kingdom. And who can say that all is 
well in Edinburgh when the motive power of the deputation and 
the six months’ campaign which preceded it was the unpunished 
outrage on a child of ten whose assailant escaped on the ground 
that he was of weak mind and character?

The Lord Advocate states that these criminals are usually 
persons of weak mind or men under the influence of drink. 1 hat 
may beso, but the-sane and sober criminal does not always 
get his deserts. The N.S.P.C.C. recites instances of teetotalers, 
of men of outstanding ability, of others filling positions of trust 
and apparently in full possession of their senses who have been 
found guilty of these outrages and condemned to six months in 
the second division, two months’ hard labour, or a fine of forty 
shillings. There is a deplorable tendency to regard an attempted 
assault as a trivial matter, though the moral guilt of the man, 
and the psychological if not the physical effect on the child may 
be as serious as though the offence were completed. The law 
prescribes penal servitude for life as a full sentence for defiling 
a girl under thirteen; the justices who belie their name cannot 
plead that the law regards such crimes with leniency.

If the law is administered with cynical levity the community 
is, at bottom, to blame. Incredible as it may seem that there 
are persons who press for light sentences on proved outragers 
of children, it is nevertheless true. The N.S.P.C.C. tells of 
subscriptions withdrawn Because it has prosecuted this kind of 
evildoer;- of demands that it shall pay the costs of an accused 
man whose very counsel thought him lucky to avoid conviction. 
Non ragioniam di lor- But nearly as fatal to the just administra
tion of the law is the confused thinking of humanitarians who 
believe that a criminal of weak intellect should be given a short 
sentence when convicted. These mental and moral defectives 
are of all grades. < Most of them feel the deterrent effect of 
threatened punishment and are cunning enough to plead their 
instability of mind as an excuse for misdeeds which they well 
know to be such, and which, under fear of punishment, they will 
avoid. The same may be said of the criminal whose self-control 
is weakened by drink. There is no doubt a residue for whom 
morality has no meaning and punishment no deterrent influence. 
If maniacs of this type take life they are not set free to murder 
again. No one suggests that they should be set free because 
they are insane. Yet we are told that humanity demands that 
in three or six months’ time the imbecile who has outraged one 
child should be set freeto assault others. This notion, common 
enough in jury boxes, would, one might suppose, be disavowed 
by the lowest circles in hell, but quite kindly persons cherish it 
because they will not allow themselves to face the truth, which 
is that an injured child’s moral and physical natu. e may be 
blighted till its dying day, and that other children who escape 
without tangible injury may spend their youth in terror Because 
of the neighbourhood of the humanitarian’s prot^gp.

The Edinburgh deputation demanded that the transmission, 
of venereal disease should always be considered as an aggrava- 
tion of the crime in the case of child assault. This isa matter 
of great importance owing to the detestable and groundless 
superstition that disease is mitigated or cured by contact with a 
young child. This supplies a motive for many of the hideous 
outrages upon children, and until it is stamped out ho little g irl 
is safe. Here the diffusion of knowledge is more important than 
alteration of the law.

We have no wish to maintain that assaults on children are 
common, or even that they are increasing in number. In our 
own time and country they are comparatively rare. But they 
are more numerous than statistics would suggest and that they 
should exist at all makes a nightmare of the sun. -



902 THE WOMAN’S LEADER. NOVEMBER 19, 1920. NOVEMBER 19, 1920. THE WOMAN’S LEADER. 903

over the border. II.

By M. FRIDA HARTLEY.

The dreary refuge for the homeless known as the Common 
Lodging House is generally to be found in the back of beyond 
of an alley in a slum area. . It is usually approached by an 
archway, and is recognisable by the inevitable glazed windows, 
the door with the ‘ peep hole," and a powerful odour of damp 
clothes and stale food. So conscious is the visitor as she enters 
that glances expressing scorn, as well as the immeasurable pity 
of the poor, are cast upon her by those who have no need to ‘ 
cross the border, that she cannot fail to know the place for what 
it is. .

The Common Lodging House is not, as is usually supposed, 
a mere temporary refuge for the flotsam of a great city, the 
workless and the nameless who come and go and are seen no 
more. It is, in these days, the last haven of derelicts and a live 
harbour for the shelter and maintenance of prostitutes, until 
such time as their trade shall render them unfit to be inmates 
even of their own hells on earth. Broadly speaking, its 
tradition and standard is prostitution, not as a rule, alas, an 
" old, unhappy tale of far-off things ” for the old, but the sordid 
business of a lifetime which has left its mark; and, for the 
younger women, an existence of which the aim and object is 
the relief from wage-earning which prostitution brings. Herein 
lies the overwhelming atmosphere of moral degradation and 
mental stagnation which invariably pervades these places.

Through the winter and summer of 1919 and 1920, the writer 
(for a purpose and in disguise) visited the Common Lodging 
Houses of London, slept in them, and during long nights spent 
in “ Common Kitchens ” and crowded dormitories, got into close 
personal touch with the inmates.Some claim may therefore 
be made to a first-hand knowledge of a side of life of which, since 
it touches the fundamental in human character, a real under- 
standing would be the task of years. The original object of the 
visits was conceived of as the result of the rumour- of serious 
drifting of girls of respectable class, and was to arrive at some 
idea as to the age, traditions, and intentions of girls admitted 
to these homes during the unrest of demobilisation. That the 
local authorities viewed with growing disapproval the fact that 
girls might legally be admitted into common lodging houses at 
the age of sixteen, the writer knew very well. She found that 
the prevailing rumour of the drifting into such places of girls 
of respectable type was true, and, moreover, the investigations 
opened out a world of problems touching the needs of young 
working girls to which public conscience might well be roused. 
It may emphatically be said that the moral atmosphere of these 
houses is so evil, and the physical discomforts so great, that 
every girl remaining for more than a few weeks drifts on to the 
streets.

The sole living-room in the common lodging house is a 
kitchen, also known as the “ Common ” kitchen. In this dreary 
waiting-room (for being furnished only with deal benches and 
tables, it is nothing more) the inmates gather nightly, not to 
enjoy peace and the homely atmosphere after the day's " busi- 
ness,' but to endure in physical discomfort a cessation from 
excitement or from the task of wresting a few pence out of 
passers-by by the sale of matches or cheap wares, or by means 
less honourable than these. Here also the women brew tea, 
cook stale meat (the living counterpart of which is a continual 
mystery, and off which they usually tear the gristly flesh from 
the bones with grimy fingers), or boil unspeakable messes of 
shell-fish and bread. The common kitchen is also used for 
hair brushing when it is considered necessary, and the immediate 
results of which are apt to prove disconcerting to the uninitiated; 
for dressing and undressing, if the condition of clothes has 
become such as to attract attention; and for the drying of these 
clothes when the hasty washing is over. Usually the evening 
passes in monotonous discomfort; occasionally a brawl arises, 
the sound of which is so unbeautiful and of so penetrating a 
quality that the ''deputy ” is at pains to quell it before it has 
become serious. She has not, as a rule, much difficulty, for 
there is little room for personal ill-feeling in this house of the 
Nameless, of which the bond is common misery.

A few of the older women (whose lives are wrapped in 
mystery) are quiet, and "' keep themselves to themselves ” in a 
sort of passionate aloofness. For the rest, there is some respect 
of persons, and a stranger is never spoken to other than kindly, 
if she be unobtrusive and show herself friendly disposed.

The first evening spent in the common kitchen reveals the

fact that the woman of the lodging house type possesses no 
other kind of mental outlook upon life than a dead-level, unin- 
spired realisation of hard facts, and a faint curiosity in her 
neighbours ’ affairs. If she be old and have nearly done with 
life she lives and moves and has her being—such as it is—in 
her physical needs; and if she be young, in her physical desires.

The talk is frequently foul, and consists of tales told of the 
day's or the previous night's doings. There is a curious hard 
recklessness in the manner of telling. Never for one moment 
is it allowed that life in the abstract is worth the living any 
more than the tale is worth the telling; it is at best to be. 
disposed of as a predestined failure, to be endured with as 
much physical satisfaction or mental apathy as may be! .

Over the threshold of these places of hard realisation and of 
evil expression, there stumble now-a-days girls of sixteen and 
seventeen, who are adrift either as the result of one fall or of 
the shortage of lodging accommodation. The tale usually told 
is that of seduction, a journey to London with the seducer, and 
subsequent desertion; of the dire need of a night's refuge and 
the chance meeting of a bad companion. Sometimes it is a 
quarrel or ceaseless quarrels in a home which is too cramped 
and of which the “discipline” is too ill-regulated to admit 
of such an atmosphere. And at first, those pitiful novices, all 
bewildered, stumbling on the border-line between a new-felt 
shame and utter degradation, sometimes rebel, but they are 
invariably dragged over the line by the relentless hands of the 
regular prostitutes. A few of the older women would help if . 
they could, but they are themselves too deeply sunk in apathy.

. “Fair fed up wiv everyfink," moans a girl of eighteen, 
huddled up on a bench by the fire. " Gaud, 'ow fed up ! " 
': Nah then, wot's the row wiv you? ” asks an old woman going 
to her. “Want ter git ’ome.” " Git'ome, then." “ Can’t! 
Won’t ’ave me back. Never,never no more.'' The voice is 
the voice of one who has lost her one hold upon life. “ St Si and 
mike th’ best of it, then,” says the crone, "' Wot best ? Wants 
ter be aht of it,” persists the girl, with the human look coming 
back to her haunted eyes. “ On'y one w'y nah, dearie, if yer 
can’t git 'ome," says the woman in a matter-of-fact tone. 
“ On’y one w'y nah! ” The child twists a rag of a soiled 
handkerchief round and round her fingers. -

“ 'Ave started workin' up and dahn the streets,"' she'volun
teers hopelessly, but her eyes are haunted again, pleading as 
though, in her desperate need of help and good ad vice, she would 
if she could, tear the motherliness out of the woman’s heart. 
But that heart is long dead. “ Oh you Stave, ‘ave yer? Well, 
well, yer must keep up yer spirits," says the woman in a tone 
full of quiet commonsense. “Nah yer are ’ere, it’s a lot better 
ter do as the rest of’em does! No sort of use being different! ” 
But the girl grits her teeth and turns her head away. Her soul 
is not yet dead, although it is mortally wounded. “ She’ll come 
to in time,” comments the woman kindly, as she strolls over 
to the fire, “ as all of ’em does! ”

And sometimes they have not the heart to rebel!
The writer will not soon lose the recollection, of a white, 

tragic face which she espied at the further end of a long room 
one bitter winter’s night, and with whose owner (the deputy’s 
back being turned) she got into close conversation. The face 
was so utterly apathetic, so entirely despairing and so pitifully 
young ! It was the old story of seduction and desertion, though 
the girl had been a domestic servant for four years in a good 
place. She had drifted into the lodging house after desertion 
and an ill-timed meeting with a girl in a worse condition than 
herself; and, once there, all the prostitutes of the house, true to 
their habits, had rallied round her in that cruel kindness which 
consoles so little and injures so vitally; and she, utterly lonely, 
craving for companionship at any cost, had no spirit to hold 
out! Yet the tradition of decency which belonged to her class 
was outraged to desperation ! “ No one to care," was her 
bitter plaint. ′ No one to care. Wot does it matter to 
any living soul if I go down ter the bottom of ’ell! Nuffink to 
anyone in orl this ugly ole world.’ ’ Despair in the human heart 

, leads only to a deeper despair, and, disturbed by the warning 
glances of the returning “deputy,” the writer was forced to 
leave the child, cuddled baby-wise in the arms of a motherly 
prostitute,-who poured into her ears words that were as full of 
infinite tenderness as they were of rank poison!

Later on that night, when other such pitiful children had

drifted in and were sitting huddled together in wide-eyed, 
uncertainty, an old woman got up and, dramatically waving a 
large bone from which she had gnawed the meat, she told the 
history of her life before them all! The story and the manner 
of telling it is unprintable, but the gist of it so far as we are 
concerned is that she had been imprisoned -for soliciting at the 
age of sixteen. “ Gaud, gels. Gaud, gels, wot blessed bl-----dy 
fools the Righteous is! If I’d only ′ ad ’arf a charnce then 
Silly Billies ! Course I wasn’t as ‘ard-’earted as they took me 
for ! No gel of sixteen is I All bluff! . No Ma an’ all that! 
Yer knows. Up against dirt from a child! An’ w’en I comes 
aht o’ quod, there it is agine. No one ter know 1 No one ter 
care! Nothing between me and it 1 So, sime old gime agin! 
etcetera, etcetera-—an’ for hever an’ hever, H’Amen! And 
nah! ” •

The story ended in a shriek of wrath.
The woman was drink-sodden and melodramatic, but the 

story rang true. It is an old tale enough! And yet, for all the 
pitiful reiteration of it in the daily papers, and for all the years 
of effort which have been made by a small community of workers, 
the significance of it has not touched the hearts of the nation. 
It is a story for mothers, and yet it has not penetrated into 
the region of that narrow carefulness which leisured women 
cherish so convincingly for their own daughters; and of which 
conviction they have, it would seem, so little to spare for those 
outside their own experience! What is there, of interest, of 
education, of carefully supervised pleasure that we do not 
lavish upon our own daughters at the period when they need 
aids to development? But the girl of the poorer working-class 
is a wage-earner at fourteen, and economically independent. She 
faces life as she finds it, in the factory, the cheap shop, the 
cheap restaurant, and it is not frequently as we would have our 
own daughters find it! Upon her young shoulders she bears 
two burdens, strangely ill-balanced—one the temperament of 
youth, all expectant, all accepting, and the other, the dragging 
weight of her own moral and temperamental responsibility. Only 
those who have worked with her, lived with her, sorrowed with 
her when temptation has dragged her down, can realise to what 
extent she is “ up against dirt from childhood.”

- What and where is the remedy?—for a remedy there is! .

A GOOSE GIRL.
By EVELYN MILLER.

“ Welcome, dearest of friends ! ” cried Pamela, as I entered 
her tiny service flat down Baker Street way a few weeks ago. 
“ Come and help me in the great migration. I am going to 
be " A Goose Girl,” or, as they call it out in Vancouver, " A 
Chicken Girl. ”

c( A Goose Girl! Vancouver! ” I gasped. “But why? "′
Pamela shook her small, bright head. “ I cannot explain. 

No reasons, really, except that I am out of hinge with the old life; 
I cannot take up all the petty routine. I want space and air— 
I feel I shall simply suffocate in this confined surrounding. 
As an ex-Service woman, I shall have a free ship-rate, 
third class, but I shall travel second class, paying the difference 
in fare myself. The Government only gives the ship fare; the 
railway fares emigrants must pay themselves. From Montreal 
to Victoria it costs, second class, 419 12s., or £21 is. 9d. first 
class, present rates; roughly it works out at about £44, I am 
told. Of course, I shall be able to pay for extra comforts, as 
I am not exactly a pauper. I remember you told me once how 
comfortable second class was on the American liners when you 
went with some girls. ′ ′ •

-Yes, it was wonderfully so; but before the war that was, 
of course. I do not know now."

• ′ Oh, well, it will be all right, I am sure,” said Pamela, 
gaily. “During, the winter months steamers go to St. John, 
New Brunswick, instead of Montreal. For ordinary travellers 
the fares by the Canadian Pacific Ocean Services Ltd., are, 
first class, from £49, second class, from £29, third class, from 
£18 5s., from port to port. The railway fares for ordinary 
travellers from St. John to Victoria, Vancouver, are, first class,' 
£28 Is., second class, £26 5s., and third class, £14 9s. 3d., 
without food. Think,” added Pamela, " of all that glorious 
scenery I shall go through. I am looking forward to it; I have 
always longed to see Canada;the " wanderlust ” is in my blood; 
I am simply c raving for change and a wider outlook. I am 
going for a year to be thoroughly initiated into Vancouver 
methods; one. must be trained on their lines if one wants to 
succeed. I shall do a little bit of everything- as well as goose 

girling. I know I am adaptable, so I hope to have absorbed most 
things in a year’s time and then I shall buy a small general farm 
a nd start on my own, for 1 have a little capital. I shall get 
girls out from home to work under me and start a sort of settle
ment. It is just what is wanted and Vancouver is an ideal 
place, though I shall not advise any girl who contemplates 
farming to come out to Vancouver, or, indeed, to any other part 
of Canada, without some definite private income of her own. 
But Vancouver has a splendid climate, with long summer days 
of eighteen sunlight hours. With a mild winter and fertile soil, 
it is accessible, and has a ready market for your produce, for 
Victoria has a season for tourists all the year. I feel in my 
bones there are huge opportunities for women out there under the 
most favourable conditions. No strenuous winters or very hot 
summers which sap your strength. I met such an interesting 
woman the other day—a Miss Bainbridge Smith; she has been in 
England for some time, but is returning to Victoria in January, 
and girls, who thought of going out might be glad to travel 
with her and get the benefit of her experience and advice. She 
told me all about her training college close to Victoria, which 
was doing such good work when the war came and upset her 
apple cart. Her place is called Haliburton College, Royal Oak, 
Victoria, British Columbia.* Her farm consists of seventeen 
acres and is a mixed one. Cows are kept and dairy work is 

-taughtin all its . branches, pig-keeping, bacon-curing, bee- 
keeping and poultry (she has an incubator house). Tree-felling, 
fruit and flower farming, baking, washing, cooking, and general 
house management on a Vancouver basis are all taught by 
experienced teachers. I saw lots of photographs of the place. 
There is a rose garden, a bulb farm; violets and other flowers ate 

. cultivated, and a small conservatory is used to raise early seeds. 
It is most beautifully- situated, overlooking Cordova Bay, with a 
distant view of the United States, and the snow-covered peak 
of Mount Baker standing out high against the deep bue sky line; 
the forest is all round, and a trail cut through the wood winds 
down to the sea where the students bathe and camp out some- 
times.”

“ How delightful it all sounds,” I said.
" Yes, and Miss Bainbridge Smith is so practicaL She told 

me, for instance, that girls out from England, expect to use 
coal ranges, but in Victoria they must use wood, and that wood 
has to be cut just .as it would have to be done on a farm of their 
own, and the water must be drawn from the well for household 
use, as well as for laundry purposes. The strawberry beds at 
the College are a valuable asset and are specially remunerative. 
For the first year after planting strawberries’ cannot be picked, 
and every flower has to be most carefully plucked off; but they 
come in the second year, and last for three years, and a fourth 
year for jam berries. One acre of strawberries brings in quite 
£100 after paying all expenses. So that one or two women 
renting a small farm of five to ten acrescould, in a few years, 
make a good income; the strawberry picking season lasts about 
six weeks, and women and girls can earn IOS. a day picking. 
The industry is, however, comparatively new out there, and 
experience is showing that situation (the choice of which is some
times limited) on each holding is all-important, and the 
plants do not, of course, invariably thrive. Insect pests of the 
wire worm species, too, play havoc with strawberries in many 
parts. • Of course, the price of things has gone up in Vancouver 
as everywhere else,, but Miss Bainbridge-Smith tells me that 

. the profits work out about the same, taking all things into con
sideration. There is a good chance for women out in British 
Columbia, and people with £400 to £500 a year could live there 
in great comfort, and have no worry for the future, and there 
are splendid openings for their boys and girls. You know how 
inadequate such incomes are here with a family to bring up." 
" Yes, it is a splendid outlook,” I responded, slowly.

′ And this is where I shall come in,” cried Pamela. “ I can 
assist our own people when I have learnt the various ropes that 
have to be pulled—I shall feel I am helping others as well, as 
myself. Education is excellent. There are very good public 
and high schools in the cities of Vancouver, as well as many 
private colleges and boarding schools; and the University at 
Vancouver started its career in 1915 most successfully. It is a 
jolly sociable life and Miss Bainbridge-Smith said, ′ Bring some 
evening dresses as well as your usual wardrobe—-pretty clothes 
are appreciated. ” I am taking out tan linen coats and short 
skirts for my goose-girl work, as well as a thicker kind for 
winter and knickerbockers to wear with them.

_  There must be hundreds of girls like Pamela to-day, who 
would be glad to secure a happy, contented home life in the ever- 
green land of Vancouver. .

* English, address : 5, East Cliff, Dover.
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THE VILLAGE.
By ARTHUR FRANKS.

“It took a bloody world-war to make The Village pros
perous and happy, but that did it,” said the old schoolmaster 
as he looked but of a rather grubby window on to the long rows 
of mean houses, the factory chimneys, the wcodyards, and the 
stretch of canal and marsh forming the characteristic features 
of that curious corner of London to which its inhabitants give 
the name of The Village. " Yes, that did it; but it’s slipping 
back again. The men are home once,more and the women and 
children are worse off. .

“ It isn’t that the men are a bad lot—at any rate, they aren’t 
wanting in pluck. They didn’t wait to be fetched. They joined 
up like a shot before 1914 was out. Yes, and they earned a good 
few Military Crosses and one V.C. among them, and many of 
them will never come back again to the picturesque scenes of 
their youth. I daresay there were plenty of wet eyes when Dad 
went marching off to the war; but the women weren’t long in 
realising their happiness. * My Gawd J Mr. Franks,' said the 
mother of four of my pupils to me, ‘ it’s ’eaven. I drors my 
old man’s money without‘im bein' there to spend it, I earns a 
bit more at the factory, and me and the kids aren’t ‘arf well 
orf. I wish the war would go on for ever ! "

“ There's plenty of employment for women round here, in 
the match factories over there to the south, or the jam factories' 
here in the foreground, or the toilet-paper works just beyond 
them. And well the husbands know it in peace time! Now, 
during the war, the women with small families .could rub along 
on their separation allowance, and those who had - several 
children added to that by their usual toil; but when they drew 
their pay there was no one at home to claim the lion’s share of 
it. The women spent it on their families—on good food and 
decent clothes and strong boots. Make no mistake about it— 
the mothers were splendid I I don’t say they never had a glass 
of beer or a bottle of whiskey; but, in general, the children got 
the benefit. And, you know, our Villagers are generous souls; 
they didn’t spend all the money on themselves. - Whenever there 
was an appeal for prisoners of war or wounded soldiers, or for 
this or that flag-day, why the coppers—yes, and the sixpences 
and shillings—came rolling' in. The girls down in the school 
below knitted thousands of pairs of- socks, and the boys in my 
department sent out 50,000 ‘ fags ’ to the men of out regiment. 
We weren’t so great at buying War Certificates.; that’s one 
thing- you can’t make these people—provident. But we’ve got 
some three or four hundred of them. And, after all, which is 
finest—to give for others or save for yourself.’ Ah! the war 
was a happy time. Never were the kiddies so bonny and so 
smart as during those terrible years when the only thing that 
worried their mothers was the thought of murder suddenly 
dropping on them from the sky—that, and the other black 
thought, that some day the war would come to an end, and with 
it the time of household peace and plenty.

“ And now it’s all over, and slowly, surely, The Village is 
dropping back into its old slough of misery. Father’s, back; 
and if father’s got work then he expects to keep half his pay 
and have the lion's .share of the food. Mother and the kids 
live on the crumbs that fall from my lord’s table. But often 
father won’t work. He has’nt been used to regular toil for the 
last five years and doesn’t want to learn bad habits again. 
Mother can go off to the factory and earn the living. Ah ! the 
life of some of these women! Do people realise what slavery 
it is? They bring the children into the world—and mark my 
.words,'it isn’t they that ask to have eight, ten, or a dozen 
inflicted on them—they slave to bring them up, they have to

slave to get them food. They kill themselves for the children.I 
don’t; say they’re without vice; but their vices and their 
vulgarities are those that life has stamped on them; their virtues 
are their own, and God alone knows how they can put up with 
the existence that falls to their lot.

“I met one of my old boys in the street a few weeks back; 
he's a man of thirty-odd now, and a waterside jobber when he 
feels so disposed. ‘ Good morning, Jack," I said. What are 
you doing now ? ‘ ‘ I’m not doing nothing, Mr. Franks,' he 
replied, with a total disregard for my former grammar lessons. 
' How’s that, Jack? Who’s going to keep the Rids, if you don't 
work? ’ ‘ Listen to me, Mr. Franks,’ he said. ′ I fought for 
my blessed country for five years. I was wounded twice and I 
might ‘a been killed. I risked my blessed life white others 
stopped at home in cushy jobs. Now I’m going to take five 
years’/rest and my grateful country’s going to keep me.’ 
′ Rubbish, Jack,’I told him. ′ 11 can't be done. , You won’t 
draw your unemployment pay for ever. If you .don’t find a job, 
the Committee will cut the money off.’ ‘ Well, if they do,’ he 
answered, as he took his briar (not clay) pipe from his mouth 
and spat emphatically, ′ if they do. I’ll raise 1 bloody ‘ell—and
I’m not the only one.’

“ Meantime, his missus does the Work and his three children 
come to school half-fed and dressed in what are fast becoming 
rags."

He stopped and looked out again on the rows of mean 
houses which his young ragamuffins called home. Afternoon 
school was over, and a babble of voices arose from the play- 
ground. A precocious spring was stirring in the branches of 
the poplars along the canal—the canal that, in this one spot 
at least, set a boundary to the spreading ulcer of London. The 
great factories rose up square and black, modern representa- . 
tives of old-time baronial strongholds, with the serfs’ hovels 
clustering at their feet It was an interesting landscape, packed 
with tragic possibilities beneath the spring sunshine that seemed 
to pour floods of hope and peace. But the lowering clouds of 
war had brought more happiness to The Village.

NOVEMBER WIND.
By DOROTHY UNA RATCLIFFE.

O ! Wind, you are a spendthrift, 
To scatter so much gold;

You’ve squandered all my savings 
Amassed from wood and wold. .

/ The garnets of the rowan, , . 1-
. ■ The copper of the beech,

The amber of the maple 
Are now beyond my reach.

You crept into the valley 
With silent, slinking stealth, 

′ And then with wild extravagance.
You wasted all my wealth.

Then finding so much treasure, .
.— You raised your voice in glee,
1. And now no leaf remaineth ‘. - 

Upon each naked tree.

O! . Wind, my spendthrift playmate, 
‘Twas wrong to take my gold,

, For now, my lovely valley ‘- , 
is very bare and cold? co lis—: 4 "

DRAMA.

“Macbeth” at the Aldwych.

“ Oh, it offends me to the very soul,” says Hamlet, " to 
hear a robustious periwig-pated fellow tear a passion to tatters 
—to the very rags—to split the ears of the groundlings. ” He 
beseeches them to make “ this special observance that you 
overstep not the modesty of nature, for anything overdone is 
from the purpose- of playing whose end, both at the present 
and how, was, and is, to hold, as t'were, the mirror up to nature. 
. . . . O, these be players that I have seen play and heard 
others praise, and that highly, not to speak profanely, that 
having neither the accent of Christians nor the gait of Christian, 
pagan, nor man, have so strutted and bellowed that I thought 
some of nature's journeymen had made man and not made him 
well, they imitated humanity so abominably.’ ’ The first player: 
“ I hope we have reformed that indifferently with us." Hamlet: 
“ Oh, reform it altogether..

It was not reformed in Shakespeare’s day. The other 
dramatists were always complaining of it. Marston makes one 
of his heroes exclaim : “ Wouldn’t have me turn rank mad, 
stamp, curse, weep, rage, and then my bosom strike? Away ! , 
t’is aspish action, player like." -

What is more serious, it has not been reformed yet. Belated 
attempts have been made from time to time by the Elizabethan 
Stage Society, by Granville Barker, but, on the whole, the old, 
bad tradition remains, and actors continue to “ stamp, curse, 
weep, rage, and then their bosom strike ” from-one end of the 
play to the other.

The second scene at the Aldwych showed all too. clearly that 
this new production of “ Macbeth ” has all the old faults. One 
had merely to listen to Malcolm and Duncan questioning the . 
" bleeding sergeant," to say nothing of the conduct of the 
“ bleeding- sergeant ” himself, to know that “ear-split-ting” 
was to be the order of the day. If this was done in the green 
twig, what would be done in the dry? If three strong men were 
almost having a fit at the beginning of the first act, what would 
Macbeth do when he saw the dagger before him? Macbeth 
did not belie the promise of his subordinates.

Mr. James K. Hackett has come, as they say at public 
meetings, “ all the way from America to act Macbeth for us." 
He was the champion high jump and short distance runner at 
his local university. That was in his younger days, of course, 
He would stand a good chance as a heavy weight boxer now. 
He is a man of splendid physique, very tall, massive, in excellent 
condition, except for a slight cough, and with a magnificent 
voice, deep, resonant as a bass at the opera. He has every 
qualification for a Macbeth of the old school. He may tear 
a passion to rags, but he cannot tear himself. Mr. Hackett 
was as fresh after two and a half hours of almost incessant 
strutting and bellowing as at the beginning. During the last 
scene he skipped round with, that agility which won him his 
laurels on the playing fields of his native land. One felt that 
it was only out of deference to Shakespeare that he did not pick 
up Macduff (Mr. Leslie Faber) and hurl him into the middle 
of the pit. It would have been the work of a moment.

There were one or two moments when he calmed down and 
gave his splendid physique and voice a chance. Macbeth’s 
reception of Macduff and Lennox was excellent. ' His calm 
dignity was almost regal. " The labour we delight in physics 
pain” was given its full effect, and heard without an effort. 
This was an exception, however. On the whole, in spite of, or, 
rather because of, all the noise he made, it was difficult to hear 
what Mr. Hackett said. Almost all the poetry with which the 
play is crammed is put into the mouth of Macbeth. As delivered . 
by Mr. Hackett one would hardly know it was poetry. By 
listening- very hard one could distinguish here and there the 
wonderful familiar phrases, " After life’s fitful fever he sleeps

.well,” “ the multitudinous seas incarnadine, ” " Canst thou not 
minister to a mind diseased, pluck from the memory a rooted 
sorrow? ” But one recognised their beauty from having read 
them before. To one hearing the play for the first time it would 
have, been very difficult to distinguish from the ordinary gag of 
the melodramatic villain. This, of course, was not the case 
with Lady Macbeth. There is never any fear of missing a 
word uttered by Mrs. Patrick Campbell. Her articulation was 
clear and perfect as ever. Like the rest of the actors she was 
not particularly happy in dealing withthe blank verse, and she 
was, perhaps, a trifle melodramatic on her first appearance. 
,But she is one of those magnetic actresses whose entrance alters 
the whole stage, and whose exit gives a blank feeling of dis- 
appointment. One can never help watching and listening to 
her. Except in the sleep-walking scene she does not work 
very hard in this play. She looks very beautiful and majestic. 
Her majesty and repose during the banquet scene seemed to 
border on indifference. Perhaps she found it difficult to take 
Macbeth seriously, or perhaps, she was anxious not to distract 
our attention from his agonies. It was only in the sleep-walking 
scene, alone with the nurse and doctor, that Mrs. Patrick Camp- 
bell’s talent really shone out. It was one of the few things seen 
on the stage that one, will never forget. Her Lady Macbeth 
was not mad; she was not even delirious or in a nightmare. 
She was simply asleep, troubled by thoughts which would not let 
her rest. Great fatigue rather than great horror was the key 
note of the scene. She longs for real sleep, but its current is 
continually broken by that dreadful past through which she went 
so boldly at the time,, but which she now, has to go through 
again, endlessly, wearily, in her sleep. She goes through it now 
as she went through it then, simply, blindly, without insight or 
-imagination. For Lady Macbeth, with all her determination, 
fine courage, quick wits, self -control and physical sensitiveness, 
is a singularly unimaginative, almost a stupid woman. She 
lives in the present. Nothing exists for her but the simplest, 
most obvious facts. “ What’s done is done.” “ If we should 
fail? " says Macbeth, “ We fail.” The other world does not 
exist for her. The weird sisters who hold the thread of the. 
destinies of Macbeth have no message for her. They are a 
means of bringing her husband to her own point of view. That 
is all. Banquo's ghost and the dim lines of future kings do not 
appear to her. Even in her sleep, thinking on the murdered 
Duncan, her only comment is, “ Who would have thought the 
old man had so much blood in him? " She loves, but does not 
understand, ner husband. She thinks him soft; too full of the 
milk of human kindness—undecided and inconsistent. He 

would not play false, and yet would wrongly win''—' ‘cowardly, 
too, and infirm of purpose.” Cowardice, softness, and inde
cision, this is how imagination, intellect, and exquisite sensi
bility appear to1 her; She loves her husband in spite of them, 
and linking her hand in his, would share his fate gladly as she 
would have shared his glory. She suffers to the utmost of her 
capacity. The delicate female organisation breaks beneath the 
strain. But the pain which kills his wife is as nothing to the 
storms of agony which sweep Over Macbeth and leave him still 
alive, his capacity for suffering undiminished. His vitality is 
as stupendous as his intellect; his imagination, and his sensi
bility; and, like them, is part of his capacity for suffering. ~ On 
this splendid instrument all the fiends of death' and hell play 
their dreadful music. The most terrible music, perhaps that 
has ever shaken and purified the minds of men. But perhaps 
Mr. James K. Hackett would not agree with all this. Perhaps 
he holds that Macbeth was one of those '1 attractive brutes whom 
men call heroes.’

D. H,
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REVIEWS

CHRISTIAN AND OTHERS 
SOCIALISTS.

passing of the Industrial and Provident Societies’ Act of1852, 
and for the founding of the Working Men’s College. But all
this is not enough for

By LEONARD 
Christian Socialism, 1848—1854. 

millan. 17s. net.)
A Policy for the Labour Party.

(Parsons, .4s. 6d. net.)

WOOLF.
' By C. E. Raven. (Mac-

By J. Ramsay Macdonald.

These two books read together show what an immense dif- 
’ ference the last half century has made to Labour and Socialism, 
: both to their principles and ideals and to their position in the 

political and social life of the country. Mr. Ramsay Macdonald _ 
has given in his little book an admirably clear and concise state- 
ment of the programme of the Labour Party, The author’s 
views—]he belongs - pre-eminently to the Centre-—are naturally 
reflected in the interpretation of this programme, but, on the 
whole, the general principles for which the British Socialist 
stands and for which a Labour Government would probably 

- stand, could hardly be stated with greater, skill and moderation.
To compare them with the extraordinary mist or haze which 
envelopes Mr. Raven's book, and the chief actors in it, is an 
amusing and not unprofitable occupation. It involves, how- 
ever, a certain amount of discomfort. We tried to read Mr. 
Raven’s book in the quiet of our study, we tried to read it in 
an armchair before the fire, with our feet upon the mantlepiece; 
we tried to read it in the tube and on the top of an omnibus. 
We did succeed in reading it, but we never succeeded in reading 
it with .comfort. This is not to say that it is a bad book. It has 
the universal fault of books in being just about twice as long 
as. it should be; but the author has a real interest in his subject 
and writes with conviction, and he, therefore,, gives us a more 
accurate and illuminating picture of the Christian Socialists and 
the world of Socialism and Labour in the middle of last century 
than can be obtained in most of the standard works dealing with 
the subject. Nevertheless, his book leaves us uncomfortable. 
This feeling of discomfort can be traced partly to the -Christian 
Socialists themselves; to enter the presence of Maurice, and his 
friends, even when the introduction is only to their memories

" under the auspices of Mr. Raven, is very like an unaccustomed 
visit to church, or the unexpected immersion of a layman in the 
atmosphere of a Church Congress. The moral atmosphere is 
so rarified that it produces in a twentieth century Socialist a sen
sation of asphyxia and dizziness, if- not nausea. But our dis
comfort can also partly be traced to Mr. Raven. His book is 
not only a history of Christian Socialism; it is a brief for Chris- . 
tian Socialists. If Maurice makes us feel as if we were in 
church, Mr. Raven makes us feel as if we were in court. But 
when we open a book on sociological history, we have the right 
to expect to find ourselves, not in church or court, but in the ‘ 
scientist’s laboratory. When Mr. Raven sticks to his facts and 
describes what his heroes did, and said, and thought, his book 
is admirable, but when he becomes their advocate he cannot 
conceal the badness of his case. What he wants to prove is 
that Christian Socialism was not a failure and that it had a very 
great in fluence upon the evolution of Socialism and Labour in 
this country. This argument, or thesis, forms an undercurrent , 
throughout his book; it finally comes to the surface in a whole _ 
chapter, entitled, “ The ‘ Failure ’ of Christian' Socialism, ‘ in 
which he tries to combat the verdict passed by Mrs. Sidney Webb 
and many other writers upon the teaching of Maurice and his 
disciples. But read Mr. Macdonald’s statement of- where 
Socialism and Labour stand in 1920, and you will see that Mr. 
Raven really has not a leg to stand on. There is no question, 
of course, that Maurice, Ludlow, Kingsley, and Neale were in- 
dividually and collectively remarkable. Individually, and col- 
lectively, too, they had a considerable influence upon Labour 
during their lifetime, and upon certain developments in the 
Co-operative Movement; They were mainly responsible for the

that Christian Socialism .was 
nately for Mr. Raven, the

Mr.Raven; he must
not a failure.

have it
Unfortu-

fact remains unconcealable
that though some Christian Socialists did extremely useful, work 
for Labour, Christian - Socialism was a complete failure. It 
failed for two reasons. Maurice and his group set out to relate 
Socialism with Christianity; their doctrine implied that 
Christianity was a living faith; if it were not, their failure was 
certain. But between 1850 and 1920 Christianity was not a 
living faith in any real sense of the words. The result is that 
religion and Christian Socialism have contributed nothing to 
the solution of the economic and industrial problems that have 
cursed society during the last half century. But that is not all. 
Maurice .and his group failed not only because, they were good 
Christians, but also because. they were bad Socialists. Neale 
was the only one of them who had any kind of understanding 

. of the position of Labour in modern industry, and those aspira
tions of it which have developed and materialised in the pro- 
gramme of Mr. Macdonald’s book. Despite his sneers at Mrs. 
Webb, Mr. Raven makes no adequate reply to her criticism; 
the economic philosophy of Christian Socialism never got further 
than a belief in the- unsound principle, of the self-governing 
workshop. - How blind they were to the facts and the spirit of 
their age is shown by the opposition among them to Neale’s 
attitude towards the consumers’ co-operative movement. In 

, the critical years of the Co-operative Movement they backed the 
self-governing workshop against the consumers’ form of co- 
operation. They put their money with considerable precision 
upon the wrong horse. That does not prove, of course, that 
their doctrines were wrong, but it- does explain why they lost.

MORE OR LESS DRASTIC.
By SIR LEO CHIOZZA MONEY.

The Inequality of Incomes. By Hugh Dalton, M.A. (George 
Routledge & Sons, Ltd. 10s. 6d. net.)

England and the New Era. By Brougham Villiers. (T. Fisher 
Unwin. 12s. 6d. net.)

The Voice of the People. By J. L. Stocks. (Wells, Gardner, 
Darton & Co., Ltd. 5s. net.)

One of the nicest millionaires I know, a man who earned 
: distinction in war administration, confided to me not long ago 

that, if he had his way, he would abolish inheritance and let the 
State step into dead men’s shoes, making a certain provision 
for near relatives only. This amounts to very much the 
proposal made in America by Mr. H. E. Read in his “ Abolition 
of Inheritance.’ Mr. Read would extinguish inheritance by 
taxation, with clue regard for widows and for the maintenance 
of children up to the age of twenty-five. Further; he would 
allow, for the present, bequests of a “reasonable sum” not 
exceeding 100,000 dollars, this to be “ gradually reduced ” as 
the public mind became capable of understanding' the injustice of 
permitting inheritances at all.
' Mr. Hugh Dalton, in his invaluable'study of “ The Inequality 

of Incomes,” while not going as far as Mr. Read, makes a 
, number of suggestions for the reform of the law of, inheritance 

which may well engage the attention of our Chancellors of the 
Exchequer. He would strictly limit the range of relatives 
entitled to share in an intestacy, and the amounts to be taken by 
them. He would make considerable restrictions upon freedom 
of bequest. As to inheritance taxation, he favours a combina- 

• tion of the principle propounded by the Italian economist 
Rignano, with a graduated tax on individual inheritances.

The Rignano principle is that an inheritance tax should be 
“ progressive in time,” i.e., it should increase with each passage 
of inherited property. Thus an inheritance might be wiped out 
at three transmissions, the State taking at the first passing 
one-third, at the second passing two-thirds, and at the third 
passing the whole. This, it is claimed, “affords the only 
practical method of nationalising capital; while at the same time

stimulating, rather than discouraging, work and saving by 
private individuals.” Mr. Dalton would apply this principle, 
and tax the net estate remaining on a graduated scale, taking 
100 per cent, above a certain amount, " thus fixing a maximum 
individual inheritance, as proposed by Mill." .

Mr. Dalton would also set up Public Assets Commissioners, 
in whom would be vested not only intestacies but any inheritance 
taxes paid in. securities. The Commissioners, it is suggested, ‘ 
should have power to reinvest income on behalf of the nation, 
thus making “a serious beginning in collective saving as a 
means of accumulating material capital.”

These exceedingly interesting suggestions follow a earetui 
examination of the inequality of incomes in its ethical, historical, 
and economic aspects for which we are greatly indebted to the 
author, who has brought both industry and insight to a difficult 
task - , , — ,,Mr. Brougham Villiers, in England and the New Era, 
makes-short work of capitalism:—

“ I propose,” he says, “ that the whole land of the country, 
with the buildings, railways, and plant upon it, as they were in 
1914, shall be taken over by the, nation at the gross valuation 
recorded in the books of the Land Valuation Department, and 
the owners compensated by Government five per cent, stock to 
the amount of-the valuation.’* .

Thus the nation would take over a great going concern, 
subject-to a mortgage of, say, £20,000,000,000. The country
would be nationalised en bloc, and a single class of fund-holders 
substituted for miscellaneous property and share-owning. In 
effect, it would be a levy on capital, because compensation 
would-be made at pre-war values, A revolution “ without 
anarchy and bloodshed," the author calls it, and he points out 
to the capitalist that his choice is “ between a lingering or a 
sudden death.”. We are quite sure that the capitalist will prefer 
to go on dying slowly. . '

Mr. Villiers, as usual, has much of interest to say, and we like 
especially his chapter on “The New Patriotism.” He is one 
with Mr. Wells in visualising a future in which self-determina- 
tion and world-wide federation will take the place of bastard 
imperialism.

In “ The Voice of the People ” Mr. J. L. Stocks has col
lected some thoughtful lectures given by him to the Workers’ 
Educational Association. He, too, has much to say of the 
relation of Democracy to Nationalism. ‘ ‘ The chief hope," he 
thinks, “ of a more real society of nations rests on the general 
realisation of a fuller democracy. ‘ ■ Democracy is friendly, at 
once to nationality, as the basis and inspiration of political 
organisation, and to the cooperation of nations. Indeed, it is 
vitally important for all peoples to realise that the best cannot 
be made of the world’s resources until there is world-wide union 
for production and exchange. . •

CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS.

IRELAND REVISITED.
. Madam,— I regret that, owing to absence from home, I was not able 

to answer your anonymous correspondent last week. Perhaps it may 
reassure her to know that I am the daughter of an Irish Protestant Clergy- 
man who is a member of a well-known County Antrim family, and that 
I have lived for over twenty years in Ireland, so I think I stand absolved 
from her charge of having studied only one side of the .question.
• Your correspondent says that “ loyal ” people in Ireland are murdered, 

boycotted and driven from the country, and that only a few rebels, whom 
she feels to have richly deserved it, have been put to some inconvenience 
by retaliation. All arguments about the present state of Ireland are 
equally faulty and inconclusive, unless one begins a little .further back. 
Murders on both sides are the outcome of a state of affairs which began 
in 1917 and 1918. In those two years there were 1,500 political arrests, 
and all the "fairs, markets'and civilian gatherings in the country were 
broken up by armed forces of the crown.

At the General Election of 1918, the present political representatives of 
Ireland were returned in strict accordance with constitutional procedure, 
many of them being elected unopposed, and most of the others with over- 
whelming majorities, in support of the principle that the right of self- 
determination should apply to Ireland. Most of these Irish Members 
of Parliament were forthwith imprisoned or hunted as fugitives by the 
British Government. Is it not really surprising that during those two 
years only one policeman was murdered?

The concentrated attacks by Sinn Fein upon the troops and the R.I.C., 
and in recent mouths upon the Black and Tans, are a direct result of 
these earlier raids upon private houses, and wholesale arrests of untried 
civilians, which nowadays constitute the whole duty of the armed forces 
of the Crown in Ireland. Your anonymous correspondent must be aware 
that the “ Irish Police ” have long ceased to play any part in the main- 
tenance of order in the country, and are employed solely in acts of aggres- 
sion, provocation, and intimidation against the Irish, people. In any 
other country governed in the same way the. results would be exactly 
similar, and have been, as all students of History know.

My point is, that the very people who formerly held to the union are 
now foremost in demanding that the troops shall be withdrawn, for they 
realise that to smash all the windows in Cork, burn Mallow, and reduce 
Fermoy to a condition of stagnant ruin does not encourage the majority 
of the Irish people to believe in the beneficent results of British rule. 
I do not justify murder in Ireland any more than I justify it in England, 
where it is quite a common offence, as all who read the newspapers are 
aware, though the motive inspiring the murders over here is not of the 
same nature and cannot be justly compared with political attacks upon 
armed members of the R.I.C. Still, it would be admittedly absurd to 
suggest burning down English villages because a defenceless woman had 
been murdered in the vicinity, on the pretext that the escape of the 
criminal proved their “ connivance at murder.” Yet this is exactly what 
the policy of reprisals means in practice, in Ireland.

My own life-long connection- with the army makes my despair the 
more profound, because I understand what a grave danger it is for 
troops to lose discipline to the extent to which it has been sacrificed for 
purposes of revenge. ■ i

The alarm and indignation which people who can think clearly all 
feel rises far above personal or party questions, and if such acts as the 
casual murderof Ellen Quin, a woman about to become a mother, are to 
be lightly described as “unpleasant and regrettable incidents” by 
another Irish woman, one would be better satisfied if the writer of the 
letter would pluck up sufficient courage to state her name frankly, and 
stand openly by her convictions.

L. RICKARD. .
The Autobiography of Margot Asquith. (Thornton Butter- 

worth. 25s.)
I believe it is quite common for reviewers to review books 

which they have not read. They don’t often confess the fact— 
even inadvertently—-because they are wary and practiced de- 
ceivers. But they will let it out in private sometimes, and the 
second-hand dealers who buy their cast-off copies can tell a 
tale of uncut pages when they choose. -

In the case of Mrs. Asquith’s book, however, it doesn’t much 
matter whether one has read it or not.' The thing has been 
so blatantly before the public for so long, and its reviews in daily 
and weekly papers have Keen so copious, and sometimes so 
acrimonious, that few people can have escaped knowing a 
good deal about ths private life and love affairs of Margot, and 
the vision that she has of herself and the world in which she 
moves. It is a disappointing vision in many ways, considering 
her opportunities. She was, no doubt, a vital and a vivid young 
thing, daring, attractive, tiever, charitable, and kind-hearted 
in her own fashion, and vulgar with the vulgarity of the smart. - 
Her personality and her sayings and doings, if they don’t quite 
come up to the advertised level, do, at least, stick well above 
the average for unconventionality and “ go.” But what a pity 
it is she was in the set she was! She would have been so much 
more at home on the music hall stage-—or, at least,, if not more 
at home (she being clearly one of those who feel at home any- 
where), she would have been so much more appropriate. With 
the best will in the world we cannot think her sort of tempera
ment the best sort for a political hostess. She really was out 
of place in Downing Street, however little she thought it. It 
takes all sorts to make a world, of course, and, no doubt, there 
are worse sorts than this; but we do not wonder that Mr. Asquith 
was for so long a time so obdurate an anti-suffragist.

STATE ENDOWMENT OF MATERNITY.
Madam,—At a Council Meeting, held in March, 1919, it was resolved 

that the N. U.S. E.C. should "work for the endowment of maternity and 
childhood by the State.” As I was absent from the greater part of the 
meeting owing to being occupied with a municipal contest, I cannot say 
whether or no there was a full discussion in the room on the resolution 
but I cannot remember that there was ever less discussion beforehand 
on such an important subject..

At the following Council Meeting, in March, 1920, another resolution 
on the subject was passed, but as the Union was still uncommitted to 
any definite scheme, and the question was not on the immediate pro- 
gramme, there has been, to some extent, a truce which permitted those 
who are opposed to “ State Endowment ” to remain in the Union and to 
work for the “equality ” subjects. The chief drawback to their posi- 
tion has been that owing to the adoption of " State Endowment ” by the 
Council it has not beenpossible for the opposition to find any opportunity 
of stating their case. Three minutes in which to reply to a speech of 
three-quarters of an hour is a chance not worth seizing.

The truce is about to be concluded. At the approaching Council 
Meeting of March, 1921, Societies will be asked to decide on a concrete 
scheme. The chances appear to be that something in the nature of a 
split will occur, for when and if the Union is committed to working 
actively for a definite system of “ endowment" it is not very probable 
that those who regard these proposals as thoroughly anti-feminist will 
wish to take any share in their propagation, especially as some of the 
ablest women in the Union are evidently determined to make “ endow
ment 3 the most prominent object for work. On the other hand, the latter 
will inevitably be chilled in their enthusiasm for the Union and all 
its works if the Council goes back (or refuses to go forward) on its pre- 
vious record.

- . The conflict cannot be avoided and it certainly behoves every Society 
to consider the matter very closely and to take council not only among 
the local executive, but, among the rank and file. There was an occasion 
in the past when the leading members of Societies were found to be 
strangely at variance with the members who had elected them as leaders, 
and it may be so again. Provided that there is ample discussion no one 
can feel aggrieved at the result, whatever it may be. It will be, even
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if it is not what we may individually desire, the considered judgment of 
the Union as a whole.

Resolutions covering the ground and dealing with the intricate prob- 
lerii of how far " Equal Pay" is to depend on some form of endow- 
ment are being circulated, and will afford the opportunity for testing 
the faith which is in us.

. ROSAMOND Smith.

MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS.
Madam,—Will you allow me space to make a comment on the article 

on the Town Council Elections which appeared in your last week’s issue? 
The writer of that article suggests that one of the factors responsible for . 
the defeat of many women is their refusal to promise Party allegiance, 
and adds that Independents have very little chance in local, as in Par- 
liamentary elections. Some of us, who still believe in ‘ Party"‘ in its 
proper place, would find much cause for regret if those many areas where 
local elections have worked quite successfully without the introduction of 
party politics were to follow the lead of some of our towns in this matter. 
Whatever difference of opinion there may be in regard to this, my object 
in writingis to point out that the deduction made in the article to which 
I refer may certainly not be legitimately made from the returns of the 
recent Town Council elections. Up to date, forty-five women are reported 
as having been elected. Of those successful candidates whose names have 
come to us with a “label” two have been Conservative; two Liberal; 
one, a Coalition- Liberal; one Middle Classes’ Union; eight Labour ; and 
twenty-three Independents

Our experience of this, as of other elections, leads us to believe that 
while contributory factors always emerge—such as the financial issues, 
which certainly played a part in this last election—the determining factor 
is still, and always will be, good organisation, in time and with know
ledge.

MARGARET Ross, Hon, Sec., Women’s Local Government Society.

FRESH LIGHT ON MORAL PROBLEMS.
Dame Clara Butt will preside at an important meeting at 3 p.m. on 

Wednesday, November 24th. The meeting is being held to introduce 
the Report of the Committee of Inquiry into Sex Morality. For nearly 

- two years the Committee received evidence from a large number of 
experts, including magistrates, doctors, women police officers, rescue 
workers, police court officials, and others, whose duties bring them into 
close touch with all kinds of moral problems. In consequence, much 
fresh light and new evidence on this difficult subject has been elicited, 
and this will be brought forward at the meeting.

The Committee was composed of members nominated by twenty-one 
of the principal national organisations, and included such recognised 
authorities on moral questions as Dr.. Helen Wilson, Mrs. Percy Bigland, 
Monsignor Provost Brown, V.G., Commissioner Adelaide Cox, Mr. G. W. 
Johnson, C.M.G., Miss Chrystal Macmillan, M. A., B.Sc., Miss Picton- 
Turber vill, O.B.E., Sir Charles J. Tarring, J.P., M.A., and Dr. Jane 
Walker. The Report has just been published under the title of ‘ The 
State and Sexual Morality."

By kind permission of Mrs. Cazalet, the meeting will take place at 
19, Grosvenor Square, W. i, and the following speakers will deal briefly 
with the main points of the Report: Mr. John Oxenham, Mrs. H. M. 
Swanwick, M.A., Miss Pieton -Turbervill, O.B.E., Mr. Basil Wedmore, 
Major Ian Grant, D.S.O., and Monsignor Brown, V.G. (Southwark).

Ladies and gentlemen wishing to be present should apply for a ticket 
of admission, enclosing a card. Early application is desirable, as accom
modation is limited. Apply to Miss Neilans, c/o A. M. & S. H., Orchard 
House, 2 and 4, Great Smith Street, S.W. i.

THE NATIONAL CLEAN MILK SOCIETY.
The meeting held under the auspices of the National Clean Milk Society 

in Caxton Hall on November ioth for the exhibition and explanation of 
their new propaganda film was attended by a large and representative 

' audience, in which the Members of the House of Lords and the House of 
Commons, who had all been specially invited, were conspicuous by their 
absence. Lady Astor was in the Chair and in . a few words 
emphasised the need for education about milk, and the vital 
urgency of securing more milk and better milk for all children. 
The standard of milk for _ the whole community, rich and poor, 
would be raised by the system of graded milk, since it would setup a high 
standard, which, experience has shown, would tend to improve the 
hygienic quality of all milk. Mr. Buckley, who has been one of the chief 
movers in the clean milk movement in this country, spoke in some detail 
of the practical and legislative sides ofthe question. Much misunder. 

- standing exists, some has perhaps been wilfully created, on the amount 
of expense involved in getting ordinary clean milk. The Clean Milk Society 
undertakes to send a qualified person to produce clean milk on any farm 
on any day, with no means beyond ordinary cleanliness and covered pails

Congratulations are due to Mr. Buckley for his indefatigable work and 
for his excellent film.Although health authorities and milk producers were 
well represented, it seems a pity that the legislators were not there. All 
the more credit is due to the one overworked woman M.P. for taking the 
chair. The improvement of the milk supply is a question with which 
women would do well to make themselves acquainted, and on which they 
might express'an opinion to their respective M.P.s.

A GREAT LOSS TO THE WOMAN'S MOVEMENT.
In losing Mrs. James Stuart, not only Norwich, but the whole woman’s 

movement sustains an incomparable loss. . Mrs. Stuart’s activities were 
manifold and all her days she was immersed in public causes. She was a 
Justice of the Peace, a member of the City Council and a deacon of her - 
church, as well as being one of the most cultured public speakers in the 
movement. She was the first woman magistrate for Norwich and one of : 
the first to be elected, to the Norwich City, Council. Both she and her late 
husband were broad-minded Liberals, and Mrs. Stuart was a particularly 
active, member of the Women’s Liberal Association, while her husband, 
the Right Hon. James Stuart, M.P. for Hoxton, interested himself deeply 
in the cause of Woman’s Suffrage, ■
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WOMEN’S NATIONAL COMMITTEE
to SECURE

STATE PURCHASE & CONTROL OF 
THE LIQUOR TRADE.

MEMBERS OF COMMITTEE :— 

Lady Henry Somerset, Chairman.

Miss Lena Ashwell, O. B.E. .
Viscountess Astor, M.P.
Miss Thelma Cazalet.
The LADY Emmott.
Dame Katharine FURSE, G.B.E.
Mrs. Edwin Gray.
Lady Howard.
Mrs. H. B. IrvING.
Miss A. M. Kindersley.

Mrs. Hudson LYALL, L.C.C. 
Lady Isabel MARGESSON.
Miss A. M. Mercer.-
Lady CYNTHIA MOSLEY.
Miss B. PICTON-TURDERVILL.
Mrs. OLIVER Strachey.

Dr. JANE Walker.

" LOCAL VETO—SCOTLAND.
RESULTS OF POLLING.

Glasgow—In the thirty-seven areas of Glasgow (corres- 
ponding to the Municipal Wards). Result as follows :—

24 areas—No change.
9 areas—Limitation (reduction of one-fourth).

Chief features of poll were heavy votes for no change in what 
the Temperance Party calls the drink-sodden areas, and the very 
small direct vote for Limitation. The nine areas which carried 
this option did soby transfer of unsuccessful No Licence votes. 
Camphill, Cathcart, Pollokshields and Whiteinch are the four 
areas in Glasgow that carried No Licence. The net effect of the 
poll will be thecancellation of ninety-nine licences out of a total 
of 1,604.

November, 3rd, Polls resulted in:—
89 Towns—No change, including Glasgow, Aberdeen, Perth, 

Falkirk, Kilmarnock, Paisley and Hamilton.
9 Towns—No Licence (together with four areas in Glasgow, 

one area in Kilmarnock, and. one in Motherwell) = fifteen areas 
or districts.

5 Towns—Limitation (together with nine areas in Glasgow, 
five areas in Motherwell, one area in Paisley, Hamilton and 
Kilmarnock) = twenty-two areas or districts.

Polls, November 4th, resulted in: —
9 Towns ... No Change.
1 Town ... No Licence. -

Returns to date, November 9th :— 
No Change ... ‘ .... 
Limitation 
No Licence. . .

Results have now been obtained from 
371 results have still to be obtained.

• 19-
197 Voting Districts and

The polls will continue on different dates until December 14th. 
The “ Dry” districts include the four areas in Glasgow, four in 
Lanarkshire, four in Ayreshire, one in Perthshire, one in Stir- 
lingshire, with Dornoch in far Sutherlandshire, and Stromness 
with its 719 electors.

.Glasgow.
Out of an electorate of 437,416, a total of 333,637, or 76.27

per cent., votes were cast 
For No Change ... 
For Limitation 
For No Licence ...

182,860 or 41.804 per
8,449 or 1.931 per

142,328 or 32.538 per

cent.
cent, 
cent.

on the subject of State Purchase and Control of 
. Trade.

the Liquor

Requests for speakers and literature on State Purchase and 
Control of the Liquor Trade should be addressed to Miss M. 
Cotterell,

. Parliament Mansions,
Victoria Street, 

s.w. i.
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Bargains in Real *
s Irish Household Linen

IRISH LINEN HEMSTITCHED PILLOW CASES.
Heavy Make of Fine Irish Linen Hemstitched Pillow 
Cases, made from the best quality of extra heavy Irish . 
Iinen, extremely strong and durable quality, size 
20 x 30 inches, 2 Cases for 21 I- - Large size, 22 x 32 
inches, 2 Cases for 27/3.

IRISH PILLOW LINEN.
1 Sufficient to make 6 Pillow Cases, size 20 x 30 inches, 

22/6 per bundle. Also for six smaller sized Cases of 
Pillow Linen, 18 x 28 inches, 20/3 per bundle..

WHITE ART LINEN.
Remnant Bundles White Art Linen for drawn thread 
and embroidery work, for Tea Cloths, Tray Cloths, 
Duchess covers and mats, 13/6 per bundle; postage, 9d. 
extra.

KITCHEN CLOTHS.
100 dozen Irish Union Linen lettered Kitchen Cloths, 
size 22 x 29 inches, 20/- per dozen. To-day’s value 24/-.

HEMSTITCHED HANDKERCHIEFS.
Irish Union Linen Hemstitched Handkerchiefs: 

Ladies' size, 11 inches, 7/- per dozen.
. Mens’, ,, - 18 ,, 16/6 „

Ladies’ all Linen Hemstitched Handkerchiefs, 11 inches, 
9/6 per dozen:

Mens’ all Linen Hemstitched Handkerchiefs, 18 inches, 
27/6 per dozen.

COTTON SHEETS.
Plain Linen Finished Cotton Sheets, good reliable 
quality which we can recommend.

Single Bed — Size, 54 X 90 inches.

Double Bed —

60 x 100 j, 
2x3 yards

2 Pairs for 42/-

21

22
2
2

Mb 
. 62/

, 80
DONEGAL HOMESPUN REMNANTS.

Donegal Homespun Remnants for Ladies’. Skirts, for 
Golfing and Out-door wear. These Donegal Homespuns 
are all pure Wool, extremely durable, will stand hard 
wear and washing, 28 inches wide. One skirt length, 
34 yards, 20/-. Three skirt lengths, 59/-.

For all orders under 20/- add 9d. for postage.
OUR - GUARANTEE.—Any goods not approved can be 

returned to be exchanged, or money rejunded.

Be Thrifty

909

HUTTONS 159, LARNE 
IRELAND.

I WRITE NOW FOR FREE CATALOGUE and Thrive

By
Appointment

to
H.M. the King,

Although the reduction of 2d. per 
lb. in price of Sugar does not com
pensate for the higher cost of - 
milk which will probably rise further

NESTLE’S 
MILK 

can still be purchased everywhere at

Save money, time and life

DO the nation a service by doing 
yourself a service ; save the nation’s 

fuel and reduce your bills—use a gas- 
' cooker in your home. 1

A gas-cooker economises money because 
no fuel need be wasted when no cooking 
is being done ; economises time because 
it is always ready for immediate use ; 
economises life because it is clean, 
hygienic and efficient. .

Write for our special Leaflet" Thrift" which 
shows how food and money may be saved, 

sayyasurge

THE BRITISH COMMERCIAL 
GAS ASSOCIATION

47 Victoria Street, Westminster, S.W. i
Cash

[Beware

Price 1/44 and 8ad. per tin. -

of Imitations offered at other trices.

If any difficulty in obtaining NESTLE’S MILK 
for “IDEAL” where unsweetened preferred) 
postage will be 1 refunded if you write us.

NESTLE’S, 6-8, EASTCHEAP, LONDON, E.C. 3.

- SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE WOMAN'S LEADER when ordering goods.
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COMING EVENTS

I Hon. SecYBtaries: Miss-Macadam.
Hon. Treasurer: Miss H. C. Deneke.

President: MISS ELEANOR F. RATHBONE.

Miss Rosamond Smith.
General Secretary: Miss Stack.

Parliamentary and Information Bureau Secretary:
Mrs. Hubback.

Offices: Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, London, W. 1.
Telegraphic Address : Voiceless, Westcent, London.

OBJECTS.
The object of the N.U.S.E.C. is to work for such reforms as 

are necessary to secure a real equality of liberties, status, and 
opportunities between men and women.

Any Society may be accepted by the N.U.S. E.C. that is 
willing- to include the object of the Union within its objects, and 
to pay an affiliation fee, varying from five shilling's to two 
guineas, according to membership.

The privileges of affiliated Societies include:—
1. That of helping to decide the -policy of the Union, which 

is also, that of The Woman’s Leader, at the Annual Council 
meeting.

2. Free use of the Information Bureau; use of the Library 
at rediiced charges f admission of members of affiliated Societies . 
to the Summer School at reduced charge's..

3. The receipt of our monthly circular letter, including Parlia
mentary suggestions for the month.

Privileges 2 and 3 are extended also to individual subscribers 
of one guinea or more per annum to Headquarters.

AUTUMN LECTURES : ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE OF WOMEN 
IN THE HOME AND IN THE LABOUR MARKET.

Fifth lecture, Tuesday, November 23rd, at 5:30 p.m., at the 
Women’s Institute, 92, Victoria Street "National Family 
Endowment. " Speaker, Mrs. Stocks, B.Sc. Chairman, George 
W. Currie, Esq. - . ’. .
' This is the first of two lectures on this controversial question. 

Owing to Miss Courtney’s absence in Vienna, Mrs. Stocks has 
agreed to take her place. It is hoped that Miss Eleanor F. 
Rathbone will give the second lecture. The N.U.S.E.C. is not 
unanimous on this question, and, as important resolutions on the 
subject have already been sent for the Council meeting in March, 
it is hoped there will be a large attendance.

MASS MEETING, CENTRAL HALL, WESTMINSTER.
Monday, November 29th, at 8 p.m. This meeting is being 

held to celebrate the enfranchisement of the women of the 
Uni ted States, and to welcome Mrs. Chapman Catt, the President . 
of the International Woman Suffrage Alliance, and of the . 
National American Woman Suffrage Association. It has been 

’organised by the National Union of Societies for Equal Citizen- 
ship and the Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society, which are the 
national auxiliary societies to the I.W.S.A., with the co-opera- 
tion and help of the British Dominions Women Citizens’ Union, 
League of the Church Militant, Federation of Women Civil 
Servants, National-Union of Women Teachers, Women’s

- Freedom League, Women ’ s International League.
The list of speakers includes Miss E. F. Rathbone, J.P., C.C., 

in the chair, Mrs. Chapman Catt, Viscountess Astor, M.P., Mrs 
Henry Fawcett, J.P., LL.D., and it is hoped the following foreign 
delegates: Madame de Witt Schlumberger, Dr. Margherita 

' Ancona, Frau Sehreiber-Kreiger, M.P., Frau Anna Lindemann, 
Madame Antoine Giradet-Vielle.

Tickets may now be had, price IOs., 5s, as. 6d . is, 6d. 
Special arrangements are made for parties of ten or over. V 
ask our Societies all over the country to help us to give this 
meeting the Success it deserves, and to make it as widely known 
as possible.It might be possible for Societiesto be represented 
either by members resident in London or by proxy. Any Society 
desiring to send representatives is asked to inform Headquarters 
and special arrangements will be made.

INTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE ALLIANCE.
The Pesident and members of the Executive Committee of 

the N.U.S.E.C. have arranged to entertain the members of the 
Board of Officers at a luncheon to be held at the Hotel Cecil on - 
Thursday, December 2nd, at 1.15. There will be room for from

Telephone: Museum 6910.

ninety to one hundred at this luncheon, in addition to our 
guests. Any member of our Societies or friend of our work who 
happens to be in London will be warmly welcomed, Cards of 
admission, ips. 6d., may be had at Headquarters.

CONFERENCE OF WOMEN MAGISTRATES.
The following provisional Agenda has been arranged for 

the Conference of Women Magistrates to be held on November 
30th and December ist. Tuesday, November 30th (Morning 
Session)—Speech of Welcome by the Lord Mayor, opening 
remarks by Miss Eleanor F. Rathbone, J.P., lecture on 
“ General Procedure and Powers, by Sir Edgar Sanders.

Tuesday, November 30th (afternoon session), lecture on 
“ Birmingham Scheme for Examination of Prisoners,” by Dr. 
Hamblin Smith, and on “ Maintenance Orders,” by W. Clarke 
Hall, Esq., J.P. Wednesday, December Ist (morning session), 
lecture on “ Juvenile Delinquency,” by Dr. Norris, M.C., and 
on ‘ ‘ Probation Work," by Cecil Leeson, Esq. Wednesday, 
December Ist (afternoon session)., lecture on " Punishment in 
Theory and Practice,” by Miss S. Margery Fry, J.P. Contri-
bution from members of Conference as to work of
magistrates.

women

The Lord Mayor has kindly promised to preside at the 
opening session. A revised list of magistrates, containing 
names omitted in the original list, has been prepared, and a 
letter with full details and the Agenda will be issued as soon as 
the place of meeting' has been decided. The N.U.S.E.C. is 
responsible for the convening of the Conference arid the Secre
tary will be glad if any names inadvertently omitted can be sent 
to her at Headquarters.

EDINBURGH CONFERENCE.
As has been announced, an autumn Conference has 

arranged in Edinburgh on Thursday, November 18th, 
Friday, November 19th. An interesting agenda has 
prepared and a reception has been arranged for delegates.

been 
and 

been 
The

speakers include Miss Findlay, Miss Alice Low, Miss Macadam, 
M.A., Miss Mair, Miss Masson, Councillor Mrs. Miller, Coun- 
cillor Eleanor Rathbone, J.P., M.A., Miss Rinder, Miss Simpson, 
Miss Pressley-Smith, Miss Picton-Turbervill, O.B.E., Miss 
Helen Ward, Miss Mary Williamson, and others.

MONTHLY LETTER TO SOCIETIES.
The Monthly Letter which is about to be issued to all our 

affiliated societies will contain a great deal of important matter, 
as Parliamentary and other work is exceedingly - active at the 
present time. It will include a summary of a proposal for a 
regrouping of Societies to take the place of the former Federa
tion system, which it is hoped to carry into effect between now 
and the Council Meeting. It will also give resolutions on im- 
portant and difficult subjects which have been proposed for the 
Council in order that Societies may have plenty of time to con- 
sider them and study them in all bearings.

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING, 1921.
• As many people must make their plans along time in advance, 

notice is now given that the Annual Council Meeting will be 
held on Tuesday, Wednesday,, and Thursday, March 8th, 9th, 
and ipth, 1921. Fuller particulars will be given later. .

DEGREES FOR WOMEN AT CAMBRIDGE.
Our readers will have read in “ Notes and News' last week 

of the need to canvass resident members of the Senate of Cam- 
bridge on December 8th, in favour of the admission of women to 
their University. Members are urged to help in this work, 
especially if they have personal acquaintances among resident 
M.A.'s. . Leaflets setting out reasons why the privilege of 
membership to the University is of such importance to students, 
past and present, and members of the staffs ofNewnham and 
Girton Colleges, and of the whole status of women in the edu
cational world, can be obtained from Headquarters.

LEAGUE OF NATIONS UNION.
The following meetings on League of Nations subjects will be held:

NOVEMBER 19.
At Cricklewood Parish Hall. .
Speaker: Mt. Silas K. Hocking. 1
At Croydon, Brotherhood Hall, North End.
Speaker : Rt. Hon. C. A. McCurdy, M.P. '

NOVEMBER 91.
At Chiswick Empire. _"
Speakers : Bishop of London, Rt. Hon. J. R. Clynes, m.f.
At Luton, Assembly Hall.
Speaker: Ald. A. H. Scott, J.P.

8

p.m.

3

3 p.m.

Geo. Webbs Dyeworks
(Incorporated with DAVIS & SON, Dyers, London, Ltd.)

By Royal Warrant to
Her Majesty Qucen Alexandru

DAMASKS 
of all descriptions 
CLEANED and 

DYED.

CHINTZ, 
CRETONNE 
& DIMITY

254, Brixton Hill, S.W.

November 22.
At Newport, Town Hall.
Speaker : Miss M. Currey, O.B.E.
At Leeds, All Bonis’, Men’s Society.
Speaker: Lt-Col. Forty.
At 125, Queen’s Gate, S.W.
Speaker ; Frederick Whelan, Esq.

NOVEMBER S3.
At Palmer’s Green, Congregational Church.
Speaker : W. L. Williams, Esq.
At Stockport, Centenary Hall. -
Speakers: Miss Maude Royden, Tom Shaw, Esq., M.P.

COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY INTO SEXUAL MORALITY.
NOVEMBER 24.

Evening.

Evening.

5 p.m.

Evening.

Dame Clara Butt will preside at an important meeting at 19, Grosvenor 
Square, at 3 p.m. The following speakers will deal briefly with the main 
points of the Report of the Committee of Inquiry into Sex Morality: Mr. John 
Oxenham, Mrs. H. M. Swanwick, M.A., Miss Picton-Turbervill, O.B.E., 
Major Ian Grant, D.S.O., Mr. Basil Wedmore, and Monsignor Brown, V.G. 
(Southwark).- , .. .

Invitations are not being sent out for the meeting, but ladies and 
gentlemen wishing to be present should apply for a ticket of admission, 
enclosing a card. Early application is desirable, as accommodation is 
limited. Apply to Miss Nellans, c|O A. M. and S. H., Orchard House, 
2 & 4, Great Smith Street, S.W. 1.
NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP. 

NOVEMBER 93.
At the Women’s Institute, 92, Victoria Street.
Subject: “National Family Endowment." 
Speaker : Mrs. Stocks, B.Sc.

YORKSHIRE COUNCIL FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP.
NOVEMBER 93.

At Parkinson's Cafe, High Street, Doncaster.
Public Meeting.
Speaker : Miss Helen Ward.

NOVEMBER 24.
At the Church Institute, Harrogate.
Public Meeting.
Speaker : Miss Helen Ward.

THE WOMEN’S LOCAL GOVERNMENT SOCIETY.

4.45

7.30

3

On Monday, November 22nd, Dr. Octavia Lewin will be at home from 
3 to 6 p.m., to the members and supporters of the Women's Local Govern- 
ment Society, at her house, at 25, Wimpole Street, W. 1. In view of the 
proximity of Christmas, and of the need for increasing the Society's funds, 
there will be stalls for Christmas cards and calendars, and for other suit- 
able and useful gifts. A’special feature will be the stall for household 
requisites, where housewives can secure an outfit for the kitchen. Home- 
made cakes and sweets ought also to prove an attraction. Competitions 
will be arranged during the afternoon, and there will be an unusually good 
programme of music at intervals. Tea, at the extremely moderate cost of 
1s., will be obtainable between 3.30 and 5.30. Invitations and all further 
particulars can be obtained from the Society's office, 19, Tothill Street, 
Westminster.
WOMEN'S NATIONAL COMMITTEE TO SECURE STATE PURCHASE 

AND CONTROL OF THE LIQUOR TRADE.
NOVEMBER 22.

At Bradford Women's Co-operative Guild.
Speaker: Miss F. L. Carre.
Subject: “ State Purchase of the Liquor Trade.”

NOVEMBER 23.

7.30 p.m.

At Kensington Town Hall, W.
Speakers • Miss B. Picton-Turbervill, Lady Horsley, Mr. E. Barclay.
Debate : " State Purchase as a necessary first step in Temperance Reform.’

At Bolton W.G.A.
Speaker : Miss F. L. Carre.
Subject: " State Purchase of the Liquor Trade."

NOVEMBER 24.
At Stockton-on-Tees.
Speaker : Miss F. L. Carre.
Subject : ‘ State Purchase of the Liquor Trade." 
At Teddington, Women Citizens' Association.
Speaker : Mrs. Boyd Dawson.
Subject: " State Purchase of the Liquor Trade.”

7.30

7.30 p.m.

8

LENA ASHWELL DEMOBILISATION AND RECONSTRUCTION FUND.
On Friday, November 26th, a special matinee will be given at the Criterion 

theatre in aid of the Actors' Benevolent Fund. Lady Wyndham has kindly 
granted the use of the theatre to Miss Lena Ashwell's Once-a-Week Players, 
who will present a new play by Mr. Wilfred T. Coleby, entitled “ Shortage.” 
This is a brilliant comedy dealing with the subject of divorce in the 
lightest and most amusing manner. Ordinary prices will be charged, and 
tickets can be obtained at the Criterion Theatre, or at any of the Libraries.

TOO LATE FOR CLASSIFICATION

TO LET FURNISHED, two good first-floor rooms; gas fire; use of bath-room;
good position; near Hampstead Heath and Parliament Hill.—Box 4,505, 

WOMAN'S LEADER, 170, Fleet-street, E.C. 4.

MISCELLANEOUS.

AUTHORS—Literary Agents, established fifteen years, want MSS. of every 
description for "‘placement.” — Write for terms, prospectus, &C., t

" Literary," Box 1,055, Sells, 167, Fleet-street, E.C. 4.

CLEANED.

FEATHERS 
CLEANED & 

DYED.

Phone: Brixton 1852.

181a, High Road, 
Streatham, 

Phone; Streatkam.

13, Central Hill, 
Upper Norwood,
Our Vans Collect and

‘ daily in West-End.

FURNITURE 
CLEANED 
and freed from 

MOTH.

S.W.

S. E.
Deliver

ANNOUNCEMENTS,

Every description 
of LADIES 
and GENTLE

MEN'S 
CLOTHES

DYED.

KENSINGTON TOWN HALL.—Fellowship Services. 6.30, Miss Maude Boyden. 
“ Christ and the Unemployed."

WOMEN'S FREEDOM LEAGUE

GREEN, WHITE AND GOLD FAIR.
CAXTON HALL, WESTMINSTER, 
November 26th and 27th. 3—9 p.m.

Openers. Friday.
Saturday.

Women’s Suffrage Alliance.

The LADY AMHERST of HACKNEY.
Mrs. CHAPMAN CATT. President International

Chair. Mrs. DESPARD.
MUSIC. SINGING. DANCING CH1LDREN, COMPETITIONS. 

GAMES, CHARACTER READING.
A ROMANTIC COMEDY BY RABINDRANATH TAGORE.

STALLS FOR GENERAL GOODS. WH1TE GOODS, HANDKER
CHIEFS. TOYS. STATIONERY & XMAS CARDS. LITERATURE.
COUNTRY PRODUCE, Etc. REFRESHMENTS.

Admission. Friday 3-5 2/6, after 5 and on Saturday 1/3

On the occasion of the Meeting in London of the Officers of the 
International Woman Suffrage Alliance,

A MASS MEETING
TO CELEBRATE THE

ENFRANCHISEMENT OF THE WOMEN OF 
THE UNITED STATES, AND TO WELCOME 

Mrs. CHAPMAN CATT,
Who led Twenty-Six Million American Women to Victory, 

will be held at

The Central Hall, Westminster, 
MONDAY, NOV. 29th, at ■ 8 p.m.

Speakers .-—Mrs. CHAPMAN CATT,
Viscountess ASTOR, M.P., 
Mrs. FAWCETT, J.P., LL.D., 

and representatives of the Women’s Movement in other countries. 
Chair:—Miss E. F. RATHBONE, J.P., C.C., M.A.

TICKETS, Numbered and < Reserved, 10/-, 5/-, 2/6. Unreserved, /- and 6d.
A FEW FREE SEATS. DOORS open 7.30 pan.
Apply Miss Turner, Orchard House, Great Smith St., S.W.I.

This will be an historic and unique meeting. Don’t fail to come.

Dame CLARA butt presides at 19, Grosvenor Square, w., at 3 p.m., on
Wednesday, November 24th, where by the invitation of Mrs. Cazalet, a 

meeting is to be held on “ The State and Sex Morality.” Mr. John Oxenham, 
Miss Picton-Turbervill, O.B.E., Mgr. Brown, V.G., Mrs. Swanwick, M.A., and 
Mr Basil Wedmore will speak. Application for tickets of admission should be 
made to Miss Nellans, Orchard House, Great Smith-street, S.W.1.

TO LET AND WANTED.
HREE UNFURNISHED ROOMS; sunny private house; 4 minutes Marlborough

Road Station.—Write, Ward, Bull Farm Cottage, Beaconsfield.__________ 
wo professional women require flat, furnished or unfurnished, after Christ

mas; central or near Tube.—Box 4,497, WOMAN'S Leader, 170, Fleet-street, 
E.C. 4.

SITUATIONS WANTED.

nr ANTED, Housemaid; Christmas holidays; own room; no children. — Mrs.
™ Elliott, Oundle, Northamptonshire.__________________ .

NDEXING, &c.; trained, experienced worker; B.A., Loud.; good knowledge
French; seeks work.—Box 4,494, WOMAN'S Leader, 170, Fleet-street, E.C.
ANTED, Superior General; one lady.—Apply Doctor, 9, Handwich Mount, 

Buxton, Derbyshire.  ■

MISCELLANEOUS.
YORKSHIRE COUNCIL FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP SALE OF WORK, Leeds, 
1 December 8th. Please send “ White Elephants,” i.e., things you do not 
use but others may highly appreciate—to help the Scarborough, Filey, and 
Malton Stall. Parcels should be addressed to Miss Stephens, o/o Lady Lawson 
Tancred, 18, Park Row, Leeds, before December 6th._
SHE PRACTICAL TOYMAKER,” 48 pages, 148 illustrations, 1s 6d. post free.

I Materials for China-Painting and all crafts supplied.—ARTS, 21, oxford
road, Putney, S.W.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE WOMAN’S LEADER when ordering goods.
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FOR SALE AND WANTED.DRESS.

MEDICAL, Etc.

TYPEWRITING AND PRINTING-

PUBLIC SPEAKING.

PROFESSIONAL.

--=--== for removal of superfluous hair, moles, &c. Face Massage ELRAlectrical "nair" Treatment." Lessons given and Certificates granted. 
Address, Miss Theakston, 54, Devonshtre-street. W:1 1 —

lll.mx MoCARTHY, 16, Hallam Street, Portland Place, W. 1. Gerrard_8736. M PUBLIC SPEAKING.’ Interesting lessons for all occasions. PRAOTIC" 
DEBATES. Write for appointment.____________ ______________- -

— -pirn •ivn CLOTHING wanted to buy for cash; costumes, skirts, boots, ^^S;^ zossTeeshARs:: Yalsar“amadcscn“OSRR V°^l 
Mm. Russen, 180, Raby-street, Newcastle-on-Tyne.____________ _____________ — 
BangabNRa"2.W2tTS, AnG."zEAS.NOEE EARSR% &NYE"RZM8%.EBP%.&%

BOOKS. __________ ■
- NTTARIAN CHRISTIANITY EXPLAINED." Booklets given. Port Free.- 
U Mise Barmby, Mount Pleasant, Sidmouth.

— MCLACHLAN and N. WHITWHAM—TYPISTS.—4, Chapel Walks, Manchester. 
Tel; 3402 City. ________________________ _______ _____________

APWRINGTestimonials, Plays, Poems, &c., and all Duplicating Work -T Miss M. F. Clapham, The Bungalow, Beeston-road, Sberingham,__________

Please insert the following in vour next. issues, I enclose

COSTUMES, coats, furs, underwear, gentlemen’s and children's clothing, house 
furnishings. Wanted. Specially good prices given.—H6sune,.361, New King's 
road, Fulham, S.W. 6.

WHERE TO LIVE.

Brooklyn private HOTEL.— Earl's-court-square, b.w.b (Warwick-road 
"corner), finest centre all parts; 12 minutes' Piccadilly; quiet, separate 
tables; write or call for tariff; strictly inclusive terms; unequalled for, comfort 

and attention; own private garage. B. and B., 6s. 6d. Tel. : Western 344.

DSTEL for Lady Workers; terms, bed and breakfast, from 4s. 6d. per night; 
from 16b. 6d. weekly; convenient tor all parte—Mrs. Wilkinson, 59, Alban- 

street, Regent's-park (Portland-road Station). Telephone: Museum 3466- .

Rooms and breakfast (Gentlewomen only); temporary or permanent; gas 
stoves.—Miss Kemp, 10, Endsleigh-street, W.C. 1.   

“RNISHED double bedroom and sitting-room, vacant; gas fire and gas rings; 
share bathroom.—G. Robotham, 48, Lillieshall-road, Clapham Common.

ADAME FLORA EDWARDS, TEACHER OF SINGING (Italian method),
I 8, Hay croft-road, Brixton Hill, S.W. 2. ___________ ______ , •________

(TORE MONEY TO SPEND" (Income Tax Recovery and Adjustment).—Send 
IV postcard for this booklet to Mrs. Ayres Purdie, Women Taxpayers Agency, 

--=.- L-g, z Vinggwa‘Phone. Central 6049.

THE

WOMAN'S

ADVERTISEMENT 
FORM.

12 words cost is. ; Id. should be 
added for each word beyond 12.
The advertisement must be re- 
ceived on Tuesday to appear the 

same week.
Office No. 6d. extra each 

insertion.

WHY KEEP USELESS JEWELLERY ?
The large London Market enables ROBINSON BrOS, of 

5 & 7. Hampstead Ri-. W.. * 127, Fenchurch St, E.C. 
sHiERb”pi^nNUM °dRmonds "pearls? emeralds,Silver 
PLATE ANTIQUES. &c., in any form, condition, or quantity. Licensed valuers 

and appraisers. Telephone, Museum 2056.
ALL PARCELS receive offer for cash, by return post

ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY. 69, Upper Street, N.

MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist.
FREDK. G. BOUCHER, Asst. Dental Surgeon. Estd. 35 Years.

Gas Administered Dally by Qualified Medical Man.— Arse in attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. 
s.A p.S Cara for Pamphlet. N.B.—No show case at door.. coNsUCATTON FREE. T, Telephone: North 3795.

rhe Mlzsas.NPALC: Top5zEm,ndestakgssYaz? gescrtoton eha.TXRSYTSsTE.ans
m s&ercearres.—Waiter House, 52, Bedtord-street, strand (Gerrard UTO.- - - - - -

TEMPLAR PRINTING WORKS, BIRMINGHAM.aIlenEr R. CROMBLEHOLMB,ENQUIRIES solicited. General Manager.

for rest and holidays.___________

FutstpE. Fzolldez GvSRt .RORS%:aphesm!ysz .ztasted .n “O.SPtANN’G.FNIU:: —ps,"prospeesus? Manageress, Hfiside, Pitchcombe. near Stroud, Glos.  
poonor.—Sunny popeQ-sitton&:nQomssux"thaybObrn, leoray""gedartOEtareCorX 
short YSFYS,’ periods; auwesC origat enutronments zocing air: 8° ocIng- 
Box 4,473, WOMAN’S LBADHR Office, 170, Eeetstree" — " —

YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT PRINTED IN “ THE WOMAN’S LEADER 

FOR ONE PENNY PER WORD, EACH INSERTION.

To the Advertisement Manager, “ Woman's Leader," 170, Fleet St., London, E.C.4

Signed,
P.O. for.

-==- - - I — . c-ow CAUSE PUBLISHING Co., 
ranna o w. xanokul n- AomNox Lro. WniratHlar; Egnpa.Coreellte.Barn:. "PD“mna.E-Gz2s.t?F.SM&oRs"REN: ? ’


