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NATIONALITY RIGHTS OF CANADIAN AND AUSTRALIAN WOMEN.
The New Electorate in Manitoba.

An interesting account is given in The Woman’s 
Century—the suffragists’ organ in Canada—of the 
registration of the new electorate in the province of 
Manitoba. It is delightful to read of the pleasure 
displayed by the men voters in welcoming their 
women fellow-citizens to equal rights; of the excel
lent work done by women’s organisations in muster
ing a large percentage of all possible voters to the 
register; and of the unstinted fashion in which 
women were taken on, at equal wages with men, to 
do the important clerical work in connection with 
the returns. These women, let us add, in every case 
gave satisfaction. Not such pleasant reading, how
ever, is the sad tale of women disfranchised through 
marriage. Polish and Russian women naturalised 
by their own act; German and Austrian women 
naturalised by marriage with Canadian men; 
entered their names without let or hindrance. But 
British-born women, by virtue of Mr. Lewis Har
court’s hated Act of 1914, are disfranchised and de
nationalised (as Canadian citizens) by marriage 
even with English and American born men. Women 
and men voting for a British dominion province, 
who cannot speak one word of English, and in a 
painfully large number of cases who cannot read or 
write; and women of culture and education, and 
British to the tips of their fingers, with their rights 
juggled from them by an immoral and unjust inter- 
ference with their private actions; it is indeed a 
sorry spectacle, in view of the sacrifices women are 
called on to make to the spirit of nationality. We 
are glad, indeed, that Canadian women have seized 
on this aspect of sex prejudice; and it is news of the 
very best kind that Sir Robert Borden has given his 
attention to the matter, and is likely to remove this 
stain from Canadian politics.

Nationality Rights of Women.
Miss Chrystal Macmillan has a very informing 

and valuable column in last week’s Common Cause 
on the subject of the fight that is being waged in 
Australia for the rights of Australian-born women 
to control the question of their nationality, married 
or single. It seems that a Naturalisation Act passed 
by the Commonwealth in 1903 was, owing to the 
action of Miss Rose Scott and Miss Vida Goldstein, 
based on liberal and broad-minded lines, leaving 
the desired freedom to women, and treating them as 
independent persons, not mere appendages to 
husbands.

By an Act of the British Parliament, the Common
wealth. was given the right to pass legislation, deal
ing on her own lines with questions of naturalisa
tion ; so that when Mr. Harcourt’s detested “ Nation
ality and Status of Aliens Act, 1914,” was passed, 
a certain part of it was only to apply to Australia 
if the Commonwealth accepted it. This was not the 
part which dealt with women; nevertheless, in view 
of the previous Acts and arrangements, it is con
tested by Australian women that the part that does 
apply to them cannot be enforced unless specifically 
adopted by the Commonwealth. Government.

So these spirited women are fighting—and fight
ing successfully—the various forms of encroachment 
on their rights that war-time has brought into acute 
prominence. Registering as aliens because of an 
alien husband, handing over their shares in Austra
lian companies to the Public Trustee, and so forth—- 
as laid down by Mr. Hughes!—cannot, it appears, 
be legally forced on them, and Miss Macmillan 
hopes that this determined resistance will result in 
widened liberties and a more solid position for 
women not only in Australia but all through our 
Empire.
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Tuesday, October 9.—Miss Margaret Hodge, on “ Life in 
Australia and New Zealand."

Tuesday, October 16.—Miss Eunice Murray.
U.S. Club, 92, Borough-road, S.E., 8 p.m. . ,
Tuesday, October 16.—Miss Nina Boyle, on “Eight

Months’ Work for our Serbian Allies.”
Kingston Humanitarian Society, Fife Hall, Fife-road, 

7p.m.
Sunday, December- 16.—Miss Dorothy Evans, on The 

Male State versus Mother-Father Commonwealth.’

FORTHCOMING EVENTS: W.F.L.

VOTES 
FOR

W

DARE TO BE
FREE.

LONDON AND SUBURBS
Friday, September 28. — Croydon 

Sewing Party, at 32A, The Arcade, 
High-street, 3 p.m. Branch meeting at 
4 p.m.

Wednesday, October 3.—Public Meet
ing, Minerva Cafe, 144, High Holborn, 
3.30 p.m. Speakers: Mrs. M. W. 
Nevinson, L.L.A., on “ The Prospects 
of Success,” and Mrs. Mustard. Chair : 
Mrs. Nourse. Admission free. Tea can 
be obtained in the cafe. Meeting of 
London Branch Secretaries to meet 
Miss Dorothy Evans, W.F.L. Office,

We draw special attention to
Wednesday, September 26. Public Meeting, Minerva

Cafe, 3.30 p.m. Speakers: Mrs. M. W. Nevinson, on “ The 
Prospects of Success,” and Mrs. Mustard. Chairman: Mrs.
Nourse. -

Sunday, October 7. Discussion Meeting, Minerva Cafe, 
5 p.m. Mr. W. L. George, on “ Will the Position of Married
Women be Enhanced or Diminished by the War? ”

women—and of the Serbian—is that the Greek girls, 
hitherto closely guarded on account of the Turkish 
r6gime, now desire education and training to fit 
themselves for careers. " We have given them cour
age and ambition."

The prospects for Macedonia after the war Miss 
Boyle considers to be exceptionally good; her lakes 
and cascades give her unlimited water power for 
electrical lighting and locomotion. She expressed 
the hope, however, that the Allies would not allow 
the country to be industrialised and pauperised, but 
encouraged to progress on lines in keeping with its 
own characteristics.

Mrs. Despard, who presided, spoke of the work of 
the Despard Arms, and the bed-sitting-rooms now 
available for residents, and expressed the thanks of 
the audience to Miss Boyle for her vividly interest
ing lecture, which had been followed throughout 
with close attention and keen appreciation.

144, High Holborn, W.C., 6.30 p.m.
Friday, October 5.—Socials Committee Meeting, 144, 

High Holborn, 10.30 a.m.
Sunday, October 7.—Discussion Meeting, Minerva Cafe, 

144, High Holborn, W. L. George, on " Will the Posi
tion of Married Women be Enhanced or Diminished by the 
War?" Tea, 6d., 4.15 till 5 p.m. Lecture, 5 p.m. 
Admission by ticket only, prices 2s. 6d. and Is., from 
W.F.L. Office, 144, High Holborn, W.C.

Wednesday, October 10.—Public Meeting, Minerva Cafe, 
144, High Holborn, 3.30 p.m. Speakers: Mrs. Stanbury 
on " Women in the Government of London,"’ and Miss Nina 
Boyle. ■ ,

Friday,October 12.—Croydon Public Meeting, at 32a, The 
Arcade, High-street, 3.30 p.m. Speaker: Miss Nina Boyle. 
Subject: " What is Reconstruction ? ”

Wednesday, October 17.— Public Meeting, Minerva Cafe, 
144, High Holborn, 3.30 p.m. Speakers: The Rev. W. C. 
Roberts and Miss Nina Boyle.

Friday, October 19 — Women’s Freedom League Rally, 
Caxton Hall, 7.30 p.m. Speakers: Mrs. Despard, Miss 
Boyle, Miss Eunice Murray and others.

Wednesday, October 24.—Public Meeting, Minerva Cafe, 
144, High Holborn, 3.30 p.m. Speakers: Miss Evelyn Sharp 
and Mrs. Despard.

Wednesday, October 31.—Public Meeting, Minerva Cafe, 
144, High Holborn, 3.30 p.m. Speakers: Miss Abadam, on 
“ The Feminist Revision of Theological values,” and Miss 
Boyle.

■ Friday, November 9.— Croydon Public Meeting, 32a, The 
Arcade, High-street, 3.30 p.m. Speaker: Miss Dorothy 
Evans, on " How Man Mind the Baby.”

Sunday, November 18.— Discussion Meeting, Minerva 
Cafe, 144, High Holborn. Miss Rebecca West on “The 
Real Sources of the Inequality of the Sexes.” Tea 4.15 to 
5 p.m. Lecture 5 p.m , admission by ticket only, prices 
2s. 6d, and Is., from W.F.L., 144, High Holborn, W.C.

provinces.
Monday, October 1.—Middlesbrough, Suffrage : Centre, 

231a, The Arcade, Linthorpe-road. Branch Meeting, 8 p.m.
Tuesday, October 2.— Portsmouth, Annual Members’ 

Meeting, 7.30 p.m.
Wednesday, October 3.—-Middlesbrough, Suffrage Cen- 

tre, Democratic Club, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, October 10.—Portsmouth, Work Party, 17, 

Lombard-street, 3-7 p.m.
Thursday, October 11.— Letchworth, Church Boom, Com

merce Avenue, 8 p.m. Speaker: Miss Nina Boyle.

Scotland.
Thursday, October 4.—Glasgow, Public Meeting, Central 

Hall, Bath-street, 7.30 p.m. Speakers: Mrs. Despard, Miss 
Eunice Murray, and others. Tickets, 6d. and Is., plus tax, 
on sale at 212, Bath-street.

Saturday, October 13.—Edinburgh, “At Home," 13, 
South Charlotte-street, 3 p.m. Speaker : Mrs. Despard.

OTHER societies.
Nine Elms Women’s Club, 2, Currie-street, Nine Elms, 

S.W., 2.30 p.m.
Tuesday, October 2.—Miss Nina Boyle.

MACEDONIA AS MISS BOYLE SAW IT.
“ There in the midst of this medley and apparent 

chaos of traffic were the British police regulating it 
all with the magic of the outstretched arm, and what 
is more, everybody minded them. It was splendidly 
done ! ” This was the climax of Miss Boyle’s vivid 
description of the extraordinary traffic in and around 
Salonika, so varied and so congested that it seemed 
only a miracle could relieve it and prevent accidents. 
Yet, when escape seemed impossible the tangle re
solved itself into a stream with every kind of vehicle 
known to man, ancient and modern, from waggons 
armed with spikes on which things were impaled to 
motor ambulance cars, fitting into its place at the 
bidding of the British police. > While the British 
regulated the amazing traffic, the French black 
troops from West Africa guarded the public build
ings—great massive figures as of polished ebony, 
but rendered grotesque by what looked like tin sauce- 
pans on their heads. There was almost as great and 
bewildering a variety of uniforms to be seen in the 
streets of Salonika; and Macedonia lives up to its old 
tradition of being peopled by an infinite number of 
nationalities—enshrined probably in the French 
word for fruit salad—“Macedoine” de fruits. As 
to the most becoming uniform, the Italians were 
easily first, said Miss Boyle; and an Italian camp 
was known at once by its decorations, carried out in 
whittled sticks and similar materials; the Italians 
have also proved extremely useful as road makers.

Macedonia is a country in which the men work 
hard and unremittingly all day; the men appear very 
good to their women, who have an easy life; they 
work if they choose, cook if, and when they like, and 
sit about on their doorsteps with flowers in their hair. 
They busy themselves very much in the cultivation 
of silkworms and the sale of the cocoons, also making 
exquisite lace and carpets. They are a kindly, gentle, 
sympathetic, and peaceful people, all calling them- 
selves " Macedonski,” yet retaining their own 
original nationality.

In the course of her very interesting lecture last 
Sunday afternoon at the Minerva Cafe, through 
which the Despard Arms gains welcome assistance. 
Miss Boyle told vivid stories which moved her 
audience almost to tears, and others which convulsed 
them with merriment. Never, she declared, had she 
seen anything so pathetic as the Serb people; their 
sufferings are beyond description. Serb women and 
children are held by the Austrians and Bulgars; of 
the forty-two orderlies at the hospital only three had 
news of their families; the rest were met by a blank 
wall of silence. The Scottish Women’s Hospitals 
had done splendid work, and Mrs. Harley’s ambu
lance convoy was " the best crowd of all.” Miss 
Boyle spoke with special interest of Mrs. Harley’s 
two visits to the hospital, and of the impression of 
indomitable courage received by all who saw her. 
One significant result of the work of the British

WOMEN IN WAR TIME.

League for Woman Suffrage, the Conservative and 
Unionist Women’s Suffrage Association, the Irish 
Catholic Women’s Suffrage Association, the Irish
women’s Reform League, and the Irishwomen’s Suf- 
frage Federation, to draw your attention to the quali
fication for -the municipal franchise, established 
under Clause 3, sub-section (a) of the Representation 
of the People Bill. This section deprives men and 
women occupying furnished rooms of their munici
pal vote, and thus a large number of persons living 
in Ireland will be disfranchised and the municipal 
electorate rendered less democratic. A grave in
justice to Ireland would be involved, since in the case 
of Scotland a promise has been given by the Govern- 
ment that the municipal qualification shall remain 
unaltered. The clause will also deprive a large num- 
ber of Irishwomen of the Parliamentary vote, which 
is given on the basis of the Local Government re- 
gister. Trusting you will bring these facts to the 
notice of the Trades Council,— Yours faithfully,

MARY L. GWYNN,
Hon. Sec. Joint Standing Committee.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. THEY SUPPORT US!

Miss Boyden’s Ministry.
The barriers which have kept women from minis

terial offices in the Christian Churches are gradually 
breaking down. On Sunday, just before the evening 
service in the City Temple, Miss Royden baptised 
and christened two infants and two older children, 
all boys. This is the first time the ceremony has 
been performed by a woman at this church.
Are they admitted to the N U R ?

Twenty thousand women clerks are employed on 
British railways.
Serbia’s Agony.

M. Pashitch says:—‘Immense numbers of our 
civilian population met ruthless slaughter. Eight 
thousand of our Serbian women and girls were sent 
to Turkish harems. The best of our men were de
ported to be used as slaves under the fierce task
masters set over them by cruel enemies. When war 
began the total population of my native land was 
just above four millions. Of these one and a third 
millions are actually dead. Of those remaining 
thousands have been deported—150,000 of them to 
Austria alone, which takes no count of those en
slaved by Germany or by the brutal Bulgars.”
“Marching Along."

Nine women were sworn in at the Guildhall last 
week as special constables.
Women Undertakers.

Women are acting in Nottingham as bearers at 
funerals. Six women are now provided by the under
takers instead of four men hitherto required.

PRISON REFORM IN AMERICA.
Mr Lawrence Housman on Sing-Sing Prison.

Mr. Lawrence Housman is nothing if not a prac- 
Heal poet, and prison reform interested him in his 
recent visit to the United States. One of its results 
was a lecture to the Women’s Freedom League on 
Wednesday. Sing-Sing is a prison for 1,800 men in 
New York State, built and for long administered on 
the bad old plan. Forty per cent. of the prisoners left 
with consumption, and preferred to spread the con- 
tagion rather than otherwise; moreover, 70 per cent, 
were recidivists. But Sing-Sing had a visitor filled 
with the enthusiasm of humanity, Ml. Mott Osborne, 
who some eight years ago meditated on reform. He 
held that punishment is unnecessary if change of 
mind, if self-discipline can be attained; and from 
this point began the miracle of reform. When he 
became Governor in 1912 it started with a Mutual 
Welfare League, which worked inside the prison 
and out. Mr. Osborne studied prison psychology: 
he conquered suspicion and resentment, substituted 
hope and esteem. The prison smell, due to the mini- 
mum of baths, exercise and ventilation disappeared, 
along with many irritating and humiliating 
customs. Mr. Housman noticed that when the
Deputy- Governor entered the dining-room where 
.1,600 men were dining, he removed 1 11, 
counted. Voluntary evening classes and lectures 
kept the men occupied until 10 p.m., or they could

g-room where 
d his hat; it

IRISH AFFAIRS.
Local Government Register in Ireland and the Repre- 

sentation of the People Bill.
The following letter has been sent by the Joint 

Standing Committee of Irish Suffrage Societies 
to the Trades Councils of Dublin, Cork and Belfast. 
Letters to the same effect have .also been sent to Sir 
John Lonsdale, M.P., Chairman Ulster Unionist 
Party; Mr. John Redmond, M.P. ; Mr. T. M. Healy, 
K.C., M.P.; and Mr. H. T. Barrie, M.P., the last- 
named being the only Irish Member to raise the ques
tion in the House of Commons : —

37, Ailesbury-road, Dublin, Sept. 22.
To the Secretary of the Trades Council.

DEAR SIR,—I have been instructed by the Joint 
Standing Committee of Irish Suffrage Societies, re
presenting the Belfast Suffrage Society, the Church

read and study in the cells until that hour. If any
thing, the prisoners’ rule over each other was some
what severe, so that occasionally the Governor had 
to suggest mercy. Prisoners who escaped were 
brought back by a select band released on time to 
find the truants. Music was introduced on Sundays, 
and an excellent prison band trains inmates who 
have talent. Sing-Sing runs a paper, The Bulletin, 
to which Mr. Housman contributed. Like the 
rest of the fraternity, the editor had the sense of 
telling headlines, and alluded to the effort as " Terse 
and snappy article by great English author.” The 

. “ antis" of reform succeeded in bringing Mr. Mott 
Osborne to trial for'charges based on his methods— 
pleas of misuse of public funds, perjury, etc.-—and 
suborned witnesses to drive him from his post. To 
the joy of the prisoners all the charges failed. A 
lady who viewed Sing-Sing summed the matter up: 
“We English make good prisoners; you make good 
citizens.’

Miss Boyle dwelt on the need to supply incentives 
for right living, and not to manufacture prisoners 
by wrong social conditions.

The meeting was held at the Minerva Cafe, and 
tea was served at the close.

SEE OUR SALE AND EXCHANGE, PAGE 376.
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AN ALTERNATIVE TO THE 
CRIMINAL LAW AMENDMENT BILL.

Those who have been able to lay aside the cares of 
these times sufficiently to reflect on the nature of 
the Criminal Law Amendment Bill and of the oppo
sition to it, must have been profoundly depressed by 
both. Here is nothing but the old contest, grown 
wearisomely familiar to us in the last decade:—On 
the one hand penal measures, which in a matter of 
deepest importance bear the casual stamp of by- 
laws, and which, under the plea of public necessity, 
introduce public dangers worse than those they pur
pose to prevent; on the other hand, a handful of 
sincere people, fighting the cause of individual 
liberty against bureaucratic despotism, and trying 
to keep some general principle of human justice from 
being over-ridden in the general scare—but quite 
failing to contribute any positive suggestion to meet 
undeniable evils.

The war has greatly increased the risk of venereal 
disease and focused public attention on it, and the 
widespread alarm is being used to realise the propa
ganda of a certain school of reformer. At a time of 
popular alarm, when a remedy (however unjust or 
ineffective) is proposed, any " pro ” will carry the 
day against any " anti. ’ ’ As mere tactics, therefore, 
the active opponents of the Criminal Law Amend
ment Bill should have a better line of action to pro
pose in its place—a road that should lead in the 
direction of Somewhere, instead of leading Nowhere.-

But is a debate over venereal disease all that our 
age has to contribute to the vaster, world-old prob
lem of sex relations ? Are we incapable of approach
ing the greatest of human forces from any aspect 
but that of the hospital and the police-court ? Have 
we nothing but danger signals and taboos with which 
to guide the oncoming race ? If it were so, it would 
be better, in my opinion, to confess ourselves 
mentally bankrupt, and to bury our failures in 
silence. I want to suggest, however, that this is not 
so, and that though we may have as yet no new light 
to shed on the eternal problems of life, yet that we 
can approach social difficulties with the idea of 
fostering healthy growth, instead of contending with 
decay. According to this view the whole question 
of sex relations (of which disease is, an incidental, 
though prominent, feature) demands a “ forward ” 

movement of a very positive kind, not a nugatory 
one. This notion of controlling instincts solely by 
prohibition and enforced restraint is a legacy of out- 
worn creeds. Until our fathers’ day it was based on 
the doctrine of " sin ” (for which a loophole was 
found within canonical limits); since then the idea 
of “ disease ” is replacing that of " sin." Both are 
bad and ineffective because both are based upon Fear 
—the most paralysing and degrading of passions.

Suppose that by the fear of hell, or of the lock- 
ward, or the penitentiary we could get every English 
man and woman physically clean, and appoint the 
M.O.H. official “ best man " at every wedding feast, 
suppose we could substitute for the love of life the 
dread of death, we should not have contributed 
much towards the future. By such measures, if we 
did not create (as is to be hoped) a race of revolu- 
tionaries, we should evolve a generation of hesitat
ing timid egoists—a society swept and garnished for 
the first seven devils who chanced to come by.

What, then, is to be done? The religion of the 
future has not yet grown up, to re-inform social life 
and take the helm of human impulses. We are still 
going ethically in tatters. But we can at least pre
pare the way for a fresh inspiration by clearing 
away the rubbish left at the rotting of the old ideals. 
Sanity, cleanliness, and moral fearlessness may re- 
place mystification with its accompanying dirt. And 
this is the task of education, not of penal laws.

Let us consider the sex-education which girls 
and boys receive to-day. Granted that in isolated 
families and schools it is better than ever before—• 
thanks to the hard work of individual thinkers— 
among the mass of all classes yet is still—in face of 
modern conditions and requirements—criminally 
dishonest, ignorant and mischievous. The average 
parents neither know what to say to their child on 
the most necessary and interesting subjects, nor have 
the courage to say it. At most they give solemn 
cautions, based on a muddled analysis of their own 
errors. At heart they consider it inevitable (though 
dangerous) for their sons to be rakes, and desirable 
for their daughters to be prudes; and by the " hush ” 
system, by segregation, by unwholesome innuendo, 
and all the artificial barriers raised by convention, 
they concentrate the latent thoughts of young, grow
ing creatures on the ill-understood phenomena of 
sex. Consequently, the barriers break down at the 
first genuine breath of idealist emotion or animal 
appetite. The very clothing specially allotted by 
custom to male and female children is adopted to 
direct their curiosity to all that their " educators ” 
seek to conceal and evade, and, in the case of girls 
certainly, is usually such as to check the natural 
development and balance of part of the body, so 
tending to the over or under stimulation of the sex 
organs, and in either case to morbidity. All tends 
to take sex out of its place as one of the many inte
rests of life and to turn it into a strong personal 
obsession, all the more disastrous because it is un
reasonably connected with secrecy and shame, and 
because its real facts and bearings are rarely taught 
simply and in their place.

To correct this physical misguidance, what mental 
education is at present offered? In refined circles 
a bewildering and very dangerous cloud of roman
ticism is thrown over the complex subject of love 
and marriage; whilst in unrefined families it is 
handled with a quite astounding mixture of impro
priety and convention. For literature on the subject, 
there is (omitting the erotics and the ascetics— 
reverse sides of the same coin) either the novel of the 
Victorian age, in which sentimental passion (with 
all the physical facts ignored) is glorified as the 
principal absorption of every man and woman, and 
sex emotion kept at a gentle heat; or else the 
modernist story, in which the beastliness of life is 
presented without any of its bigness. Neither type 

is true nor sane, although probably “realism” is 
less harmful than “romance.”

A totally new education of thought and body is 
necessary. First we must face the facts ourselves, 
and then deal with them honestly. Eros, like all 
great gods, is a Spirit, and we cannot define nor 
contend with the " Anikatos Machan”; but the 
animal instinct, which may or may not attend him 
and is covered by his name, is subject to the ordi
nary laws of biology. Physical love needs to be 
handled as part of physical science; and that this 
has not been satisfactorily done is largely due to 
the false standards and unwholesome ideas inherited 
from philosophies that are no longer accredited, and 
which now only create evil and confusion where good 
might be. Our immediate duty, then, appears to be 
so to educate children of both sexes that (1) their 
physical organs may Be all fully developed and 
practised in control (control being dependent on 
equilibrium), and (2) that they should have a com- 
mon-sense knowledge of their own mechanism 

■—a knowledge acquired simply and wholesomely—• 
so that they may respond nobly to the calls of life 
when they come, and meanwhile not ruin themselves 
nor their neighbours.

This is a matter not of religious asceticism, nor 
medical drugs, hot moral maxims, but of knowledge 
of the laws of the human body, and of habits based 
on those laws. It is a question of diet, circulation, 
muscular and nervous control gradually formed, 
and a teaching that centres round what is noble and 
stimulating, not round what is diseased and abhor- 
rent. .ii - — ■ .

I write as a layman, and can contribute no special 
" hints'' towards such an education beyond the con
viction that what we need is honest. unashamed 
enquiry, and perfect sincerity towards ourselves first, 
and then towards our children. Personally I do not 
think that such instruction as is wanted can wisely 
be left to specialists. “Courses” given by school 
teachers, hygienists and other experts are often 
about as helpful to the living of life as the catechism 
is to the practice of Christianity. Least of all should 
sex-teaching be handed over to clergymen or other 
professors of religion.

We do not want expertism, but that every indi
vidual should be something of an expert in his or her 
own machinery. Further, I think Man-and-Woman 
difficulties are best approached not with the idea of 
sex dualism, but with a profound perception of the 
common nature underlying their varieties and of the 
similarity of the problem for each.

Perhaps the best—certainly the obvious—people 
to give this reformed education are mothers, not 
because of any special inspiration, coming from 
motherhood, but just because they have a practical 
knowledge of sex-relations, and because, having the 
early physical care of children, they can give 
instruction as it should be given, i.e., from a young 
age, as occasion arises, and without special parade 
as part of common life. To do this the mothers of the 
country must first reform their own education. They 
must have presented to them first the need for mental 
honesty and moral courage in themselves, and then 
for a sound up-to-date knowledge of physiology, so 
that they may deal sincerely and also wisely with 
their children.

This is, I suggest, the only effective way to fore
stall such social crimes as the Criminal Law Amend
ment Bill and the social ills that occasion. them. 
Only so can we help Love and Life to lift themselves 
out of the mire with which their wings are be- 
draggled. Ethel Wedgwood.

Dr. Fort Newton having been detained in America by 
the illness of one of his children, Miss Royden will preach 
at the City Temple every Sunday evening until further 
notice.

OUR POINT OF VIEW. 
A Great Victory.

The triumph of Miss MacAdams, in the Alberta 
election contest, is inspiring news for all suffragists. 
The soldier candidate, Capt. Robert Pearson, headed 
the poll; and the woman, who is a lieutenant in the 
Canadian Army Medical Corps, followed as a close 
second, with a majority of 700 votes over the next 
candidate. Miss MacAdams, says The Daily Sketch, 
is the second woman legislator in Canada. She stands 
for fair play and clean conditions, and is rather con
temptuous of the 30-years-of-age limit laid down for 
women voters by cautious British Parliamentary suf
fragists ! Alberta is to be heartily congratulated on 
the whole position; and we like to know that Miss 
MacAdams was elected by the votes of the men, as of 
the women, of Alberta.
The Worse Offender ?

In last Saturday’s issue of The Daily News there 
was an account of a prosecution of a woman, whose 
husband and sons brought in £11 a week between 
them, and who on the strength of it saw fit to waste 
their food and to throw good bread and bacon into 
the swill-tub. Fined £5. Well and good. On the 
other side of the page was a bitter plaint from 
officers that they are forced to buy sword and spurs, 
which they never use at the Front, as part of their 
kit. A sword costs £25, and is kept for ornament 
over the mantelpiece at home. Spurs are for full 
dress, parades, and things of that sort, which the 
most vaulting fancy will not transmogrify into 
methods of winning the war. Factories are actually 
working at high pressure and big wages, using men, 
metal and machinery, not to speak of fuel, to manu
facture these useless articles; and the gentleman 
who never wears them is also equipped with leathern 
apparatus to support and fasten them. Will not 
some public-minded person bring an action against 
some Government official for waste of public funds 
and material, seeing that the collier’s wife was fined 
so heavily? Why should these wicked wasteful 
scoundrels escape, merely because they are Govern- 
meat officials—and therefore have greater opportu
nities for wanton wasting ? Here is a chance for the 
National Party! General Page Croft, forward; 
please.
Our Stolen Rights.

The arrest and internment of the famous Hun
garian painter, Philip de Laszlo, must of necessity 
interest Freedom Leaguers. Just about the time that 
war broke out de Laszlo became a naturalised British 
subject, being then 45 years of age. The reasons 
either for the naturalisation or the internment do 
not seem plain to the feminine intelligence. It would 
be interesting to know how much was due to the fact 

n married Missthat in 1900 this Hungarian gentlema 
Guinness, of the well-known Dublin Dublin family, who,
had he not been able to secure naturalisation, would 
have had to register as an alien enemy.

The most loyal, devoted, patriotic woman cannot 
at any age become a citizen of this country. At any 
age she may be a taxpayer; she may lay down her 
life in the service of her countrymen, as scores of 
devoted doctors and nurses have done; but the ac
knowledgment of her citizenship is still to seek. As 
if it were not enough that the whole of the women of 
this country should live in social, political, and 
economic subjection to men, male predominance is 
reinforced by the naturalisation of foreigners, men 
who have not helped to make this Empire what it is, 
many of whom have shown anxiety to pull it down, 
to betray it to its enemies. And in the great question 
of the division of profits between Labour and Capital 
many capitalists would prefer to share the spoil with, 
the foreign capitalist than to let, still less to help, 
Labour come by its own. It seems as if many of 
us are befogged as to who is the Common Enemy.
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1848—1917.
When we feel too depressed with the nerve-shatter- 

ing experiences we are living through to-day— 
Europe in conflagration, revolution and rebellion, 
rumours of pestilence and famine, catastrophes of 
all kinds, misfortunes overhanging us, it is interest
ing to turn our eyes backwards to other periods and 
compare the upheavals of other generations with our 
own. The year 1848 was the last period in which 
Europe was in convulsions, and apparently empires 
and countries toppling to ruin. The whole world was 
unsettled. In our own country there was much un- 
rest. Labour troubles and mismanagement were end
less. London was covered with placards urging 
the people to unite in resisting payment of taxes. A 
run upon the banks." for gold ” was counselled. The 
extinction of the privileged orders, even of monarchy 
itself, was preached; general confusion and anarchy 
were threatened. In Ireland rebellion was rife. 
Englishmen were designated as “Saxons,” their 
laws and rulers were denounced. Irishmen who sub
mitted to the yoke were called slaves and cowards.

The working people in Britain had real griev
ances; they had banded themselves together to seek 
reforms, and were known as Chartists. Prior 
to 1830 they had always demanded universal suffrage 
and annual Parliaments. These measures were too 
democratic and were repudiated by the Whigs and 
middle classes, and the cause of reform languished. 
In 1848 the revolution in France inspired the Char- 
tists with new life. They summoned, their followers 
together, and on April 10, at Kennington-common, 
they mustered in overwhelming numbers and 
marched to the doors of the House of Commons bear
ing with them their monster petition. For many 
years the anti-com law agitation was carried on. A11 
over the country large meetings were held and lively 
scenes enacted. Our history at that period was a 
record of class divided against class, political dis
cord and popular discontent.

Abroad things were no better; the world was in a 
ferment, restlessness and change were marked char
acteristics of the age. In Mexico, it has, Lecky tells 
us, " been computed that in thirty years, between 
1821 and 1853, no less than forty-eight different 
forms of government succeeded each other. Every 
country was shattered by bloodshed and seemed on 
the verge of destruction. If we study any table of 
notable doings for the year 1848, we wonder how 
Europe ever settled down again after such a year of 
turmoil, how peace ever came upon a devastated 
world.

Take a few of the outstanding events: —
In January great riots at Milan, collisions between 

the people and the military resulted in 100 deaths. 
Every day chronicled disorders and bloodshed in 
Paris. Martial law proclaimed in Lombardy, by 
order of the Austrians; people forbidden to meet in 
certain streets, and prohibited from wearing cer
tain colours. Messina bombarded by the Neapolitan 
troops. Milan declared in a state of siege.

In February we hear of a complete revolution in 
the French capital; France declared a Republic; 
debtors and political prisoners set at liberty, and 
capital punishment abolished for political offences.

On March 1 the Canton of Neufchatel declared its 
independence of Prussia.

Insurrections in Vienna, with much loss of life. 
Emperor of Austria compelled to grant constitution 
to Hungarians.

Insurrections at Berlin, GOO people killed in con- 
flict. The inhabitants of Cracow proclaim a Repub
lic in April. Insurrection at Milan. Austrians ex
pelled with the loss of 2,000 men. Venice, Veceoza 
and Padua in open insurrection. Four days later 
Venice declared itself a Republic; Holstein follows 
suit, declares itself independent of Denmark. Insur
rection in Madrid, 200 people killed, Hungary de?

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS.

dares itself independent. Chartist risings all over 
Britain. Public offices in London supplied with arms 
in expectation of a rising. Battle between the Danes 
and Germans, Germans defeated. The town of 
Schleswig taken by the Germans. In May we have 
a battle between Austrians and Piedmontese before 
Verona, with much loss of life. A large revolt in 
Madrid, with loss of life. The Sicilian Parliament 
adopted a decree proclaiming Sicily independent of 
the King of Naples. May 13 sees a conflict between 
Swiss troops and National Guards at Naples. 30,000 
Austrians defeated by 15,000 Piedmontese at Gaito. 
In June the annexation of Lombardy to Piedmont 
took place. Hostilities resumed between Germans 
and Danes.

In Hayti 1,000 blacks rose and attacked the town 
of Jaemel. Venice surrendered to the Austrians; 
Trieste blockaded by the Italian fleet.

Insurrection at Prague; city much destroyed by 
bombardment. Great disorder in Paris, during June 
8,000 persons killed and wounded.

In July Habeas Corpus Act suspended in Ireland. 
Italians defeated at Gaito by Austrians. Riots and 
bloodshed in Ireland. Austrians recovered Milan. 
In August a revolt broke out in Leghorn. Insurrec- 
tion in Frankfort-on-Maine, great loss of life. In 
September great revolution in Vienna, much blood 
sled. In November conflicts in Berlin, Munich and 
Hamburg. Troubles in Paris, London, Vienna and 
Italy. Count Ressi assassinated by the decree of the 
Chamber of Deputies. Next day populace attacked 
the Palace of the Pope. The Pope, attended by car- 
dinals, fled from Rome in disguise, and took up his 
abode at Gaeta, a seaport of Naples. (He remained 
there two years.)

In December the Emperor of Austria abdicated 
the throne in favour of his nephew Francis Joseph. 
The King of Prussia dissolved the National As
sembly and proclaimed a new Constitution.

These, then, are a few of the outstanding events 
in this year of storm and stress. Out of this unrest 
and welter of bloodshed came improved conditions, 
better governments, wider education, developments 
of free institutions, and the recognition of liberty 
of opinions. Mutual confidence succeeded mutual 
distrust.

We who are in the midst of what seems to us a 
great cataclysm must take courage,. When we see 
our ideals crumbling into the dust, when we hear the 
roar of guns and the dread words of revolution and 
famine we must brace ourselves up and determine 
that we, in our turn, will emerge stronger and surer, 
more liberty-loving, with higher and purer ideals, 
than before the war. We will be weak and ex- 
hausted; but we must not be discouraged, for out 
of our blunders and mistakes we must, as our for- 
bears did, build a better and happier world for all 
classes of the community. Eunice G. MURRAY.

Women’s Freedom League Settlement, 93, Nine Elms- 
Lane, S.W. 8. Hon. Sec. and Organiser: Miss 
Kathleen Holmes.

We very gratefully acknowledge two gifts of £10 and £5 
from Mrs. Walpole, of Latrobe, Tasmania; also £1 collected 
by her from friends; Mrs. Behrend, £1; per Mrs. Miller, 3s.; 
Miss Gladish, dress material; Mrs. Hasker, provisions, 
matches, books and toys; Mrs. Halford, Mrs. Alvary Gas- 
coigne, clothing; Miss Cohen, Mrs. Tritton, Dr. O’Brien, 
Mrs. F. Lindsay Fisher (per Miss Harvey), fruit and vege- 
tables; Miss Sylvia Brandon-Thomas, ten pictures to make 
gay our dining-room; and we much appreciate Mr. Sim- 
mons's kindness in renovating the perambulator he gave us 
a year ago, and which had suffered much meanwhile at the 
hands (and feet) of successive occupants. A resident helper 
is still needed for the Guest House. A high nursery guard 
for fireplace is an urgent want, also towels, sheets, dusters; 
a linen cupboard, pieces of linoleum for stairs and passages. 
We should like at least two extra dinner-hour helpers daily 
from 11.30 to 1.0. Who will volunteer to give this time even 
once a week?

THEY SUPPORT US.
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POLITICAL NOTES. 
Union.

The outstanding feature of the political situation 
is the various efforts being made by all industrial 
organisations to unite or to amalgamate their forces 
for combined political action. The Trades Unions 
and the Co-operative Societies are deep in a scheme 
for the union of their funds and forces; the National 
Union of Railway workers and the Association that 
threatened a strike some short while back, are dis
cussing the fusion of the two bodies; everywhere 
one sees and hears hammering of the rivets which 
will bind industrial interests in closer formation for 
action. This is the menacing sound which is induc
ing many an “old Parliamentary hand ” to take 
stock of his armoury, and equip himself afresh with 
the panoply of " democracy,” realising that anti
quated methods of attack and defence will not avail 
against a rush of the united forces of the working 
people.
What of the Women ?

So far as one can see, or guess, the forces of Labour 
are prepared to use the impetus of women’s enfran
chisement for the strengthening of their own posi- 
tion. There are already creakings and gratings of 
the stiff machinery; there is a cry going round: 
“ Organise the women voters; educate the women 
voters.” For whose benefit, we ask? Educate them 
in whose rights, which principles?
Union of Our Forces.

There are similar ideas under discussion within 
the suffrage movement; and the words " union ” and 
“ fusion ‘‘ and “federation” are going round as 
busily as among the men. There is at present a 
standing body, endowed with the power to call con- 
ferences for specific objects, formed from represen
tatives of all the active suffrage societies, which may 
prove ultimately the nucleus of a great combine or 
federation of organisations. There is the National 
Union of Women Workers, within whose circle large 
numbers of feminist, reform, and social societies are 
affiliated; there are, in fact, many possibilities far 
more attractive to the women who have learnt the 
pride and joy of independent action in the suffrage 
movement, than a return to the stereotyped and 
often fossilised atmosphere of the old parties.
Swedish Elections.

The Daily News gives the following interesting 
item of news about the internal political situation in 
Sweden : —" Apart from the very grave accidental 
factor created in the political situation since the 
elections started by the Washington revelations, it 
must be borne in mind that the real question which 
the elections have decided is electoral reform, and as 
this is the first plank in the Social Democrats’ plat
form, it is felt that they should have the responsi- 
bility for the Parliamentary proposals in this 
matter. Up to the present 377,000 votes have been 
recorded in favour of electoral reform and 186,000 

-against.”
This electoral reform scheme comprises the en- 

franchisement for which Swedish women have long 
hoped and worked with infinite faith and zeal. The 
Constitution is in some senses a cumbrous one, and 
it is probable-that a considerable time would elapse 
before a drastic revision of the electoral arrange
ments could come into force; and in Sweden as well 
as in all other lands to-day, the shadow of the world 
war, and the national desire to safeguard the inte
rests of the country, complicate the question of party 
and the government most gravely.
Reform of the House of Lords.

The avowal of opinions of " advanced radicalism 
and socialism ” made by The Daily Chronicle on 
behalf of Lord Milner, may perhaps be taken as an 
assurance that he, at least, will not attack the 
People’s Bill by holding it back to await the reform

SEE OUR SALE AND
gemn--m-—-------------- - a GX--—-—-

875

of the Upper House. It would scarcely be good 
policy for the new House of -Lords to begin its re- 
constituted career weighted with the unpopularity 
of an attack on the decisions of the Lower House. 
Such an action might, indeed, have a very decided 
effect on its own future.

Political and Militant Department.
The autumn session, big with the fate of the 

People’s Bill, is approaching. Our League purposes 
holding a meeting, which will be in the nature of 
a political rally, at Caxton Hall, on October 19. 
There will by that time be some idea of what the 
prospects of the Bill are, and of the possible altera
tions or amendments that may be suggested by the 
Lords. If the Bill becomes law, the League will 
have to call a conference and discuss possibilities of 
future action; it will have to attend to the organisa
tion of its own enfranchised members, and of other 
women who may be interested, in the districts where 
we have branch organisations; and it may also have 
to prepare for brisk election campaigns against can
didates adjudged unworthy to represent the people 
in Parliament. All these things require money, 
zeal, organisation. Our members need not grudge 
these to the Cause even in war time, for indubitably 
better men and better administration must make for 
more efficiency and economy in all our national 
affairs. And if, by evil luck and treachery the Bill 
should fail to pass its further stages, we shall need 
stout hearts, a full exchequer, and a dashing cam
paign. I ask you to rally to the Rally, and do your 
best. The Executive cannot work without the mem- 
bers, who have never, yet failed the League and the 
Cause. We shall expect a great meeting on Octo- 
ber 19. C. Nina Boyle. .

GREEN, WHITE AND GOLD FAIR.
Now that the holidays are over we hope that all 

members are working for the annual Fair, which is 
arranged for November 30 and December 1. The 
fate of our Bill still hangs in the balance, and we 
must therefore make every possible effort to keep the 
treasury filled We look to the Fair to furnish a 
good sum with which to carry on, but this can only 
be provided if all members help. There was a ready 
sale for useful articles last year, and we hope to 
receive a larger number this year. The following 
stalls have been arranged for up to date : —General, 
Handkerchief, Home-made Provisions, Toy, White, 
Literature, The Vote (in memory of Mrs. Snow). 
The " Violet Clark ” Quartette, which was so much 
appreciated last November, has again been engaged. 
Please look in The Vote for further details from, 
time to time.

Editor - HARENDRANATH MAITRA.
3d., with postage, 4d: No. 5.

A Xoice INDIA
" Excellent alike in literary form and sentiment.” 

—Morning Post 
Fully Illustrated.

RABINDRANATH TAGORE : HARENDRANATH MATTRA.
ERNEST RHYS : CELTIC and Indian Thought.
LAURENCE HOUSMAN: Indian Am.
MRINALINI SEN : The LAUREATE Or India.
IDOLATRY : Josephine Ransom.
GREAT WOMEN OF INDIA. Edmund RUSSELL.
CHANDIDAS AND RAMI. MARY Winchester Abbott.
MAN : IMMORTAL AND ETERNAL. By a HINDU.
NOT RIGHT, BUT DHARMA. By THE Editor.

Subscription for 12 consecutive numbers, 4/- with postage.
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ISLINGTON Dental Surgery,

69, UPPER STREET. N.

Mr. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist, Mr. Fredk. 6. Boucher. Assistant Dental Surgeon.
Established 35 Years.

Gas Administered Daily by qualified Medical Man, Fee 7s. 6d. 
Nurse in attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. 
Send Postcard for Pamphlet. N.B.—No Showcase at door. 
CONSULTATIONS FREE. Telephone: 3795 North.

Suffrage Health Food
Stores,

231a, The Arcade, Linthorpe Road, Middlesbrough.

BUY OUR GOODS AND HELP THE MOVEMENT.
Send for List and also assorted 7s. 6d. Sample Packet, 
carriage paid. Other orders sent carriage paid for 

minimum value 20s.

for sale. for sale—coni. miscellaneous—cont.

SCOTCH TWEED BLACK-AND-
WHITE COSTUME, with large 

collar ; 35s.

Several STYLISH velvet and 
VELOUR HATS, at very moderate 

prices.

TLACK CARACUL CLOTH COAT,
— in good condition; 35s.

OLD-FASHIONED, LARGE CREAM 
CASHMERE SHAWL; £2.

SET OF MINK FURS, in good oondi- 
tion; £6 6s.

(IHOCOLATE-COLOUR SATIN AND 
— GABERDINE COAT FROCK; 
new ; 37s. 6d.

New kid AND SUEDE gloves ; 
Is. 6d. per pair; size 61.

ANTIQUE PEARL RING; 25s.— 
— Write Rex, c/o “The VOTE" 
Office.

TAUVE SUNRAY POPLIN COAT 
— FROCK; stock size; 29s. 6d.

ATOLE CREPE DE CHINE 
— BLOUSE; 6s. lld.

HALF-DOZEN FISH KNIVES and 
FORKS; 14s. 6d.

New silk MACKINTOSH;
19s. lid.

T ACE and SILK EVENING DRESS;
—4 long sleeves ; 22s. 6d.

EW GREY SATIN SPORTS COAT;
- 9s. 6d.

Diamond and PEARL HALF-
HOOP RING; small size; 

£2 17s. 6d.

SET OF SUPERIOR QUALITY 
WHITE FOX FURS, new; 

£7 10s.

1 Q-CT. GOLD PENDANT, set pearls —9 and turquoise; 27s. 6a.

OULTON WARE DINNER-SER-
VICE, full set (12 each), in

cluding soup.

TWO NEW OSTRICH FEATHER 
CAPES, navy and natural;

2.7s. 6d. each.

"EW, superior quality TUSSORE 
- JUMPER - PLEATED SKIRT; 
27s. 6d. -

Several new stylish hats at 
moderate prices.

Several silk and wool dress 
. LENGTHS, art shades, from 16s.

ONE BROWN and ONE OLD ROSE 
ZENANA DRESSING - GOWN 

LENGTHS; 27s. 6d.

miscellaneous.

Resident helper wanted for 
the Children’s Guest House of the 

Women’s Freedom League Settlement, 
Nine Elms. Accustomed to children, 
vegetarian. £26 per annum-.—Apply 
by letter, The Hon. Seo., 93, Nine Elms 
Lane, S. W. 8.

Lessons in PIANOFORTE and
SINGING by Mrs. Silvester 

Sparrow; engagements solicited as 
Accompanist at Concerts, Dances, &c. 
—43, Black Lion-lane, Ravenscourt- 
park, W. 6.

AA-PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS O= and HOW TO USE THEM, free. 
Send for one.—TRIMMELL, The Herbalist, 
144, Richmond-rd., Cardiff. Est. 1879.

E HANDICRAFTS, 82, High- 
street, Hampstead, N.W.—Hand- 

weavings. Hand-made Laces, Home- 
spans, Jewellery, Basketwork, Pottery, 
etc.

TO LET.

Furnished flat vacant, Loch- 
view, St. Peter's-road, St. Mar- 

garets, Richmond; two reception, three 
bedrooms, kitchen, bath; on Thames; 
delightful pleasure grounds; station 
8 minutes (Waterloo 25 minutes); seen 
before 11.30.—“ CLARA," " THE VOTE ” 
Office.

Furnished flat, containing two 
bedrooms, one sitting, kitchen and 

bathroom.—-Write Mbs. R., c/o “ THE 
VOTE ” Office.

T ADY WISHES to SHARE FUR- 
44 NISHED FLAT, West Hamp- 

stead. Near station and ‘buses; piano; 
bath; 10s. weekly.—Address OLGA, 
" The VOTE n Office.

lectures.

British dominions woman 
SUFFRAGE UNION—Lectures, 

1917-18, at Minerva Cafe, 144, High 
Holborn. “ Woman and Revolution: 
Two Centuries of European History.” 
With special reference to economic 
problems; Lecturer, Margaret Hodge. 
First Lecture, Monday, October 1, at 
3 p.m. Tickets for Part I. (10 lectures), 
5s., to be obtained from the Lecture 
Secretary, Minerva Cafe.

The Articles for Sale are on view at the Minerva Exchange, 144, High Holborn, W.C. 1, 10 to 6. Saturdays, 10 to 1.

OPPOSITE THE BRITISH MUSEUM-

THACKERAY HOTEL
Great Russell Street, LONDON. W.C. 1.

Well-appointed and commodious TEMPERANCE HOTEL. 
Passenger Lifts and Bathrooms on every floor. Lounge, 
and Spacious Dining, Drawing, Writing, Reading, Billiard 

and Smoking Rooms.
Perfect Sanitation, Fireproof Floors, Telephones, Night Porters.

Bedroom, Breakfast, Attendance & Bath, 6/6 per night per person.
Full Tariff and Testimonials on application. Tel. : Museum 1230 (2 lines).
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