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“ It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these 
honoured dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last measure of 
devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation, 
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom . . . It is for us, the living, rather to be dedicated here 
to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced.”

Spoken by Abraham Lincoln on the occasion of the consecration of a portion of the battlefield of Gettysburg as a 
burial ground for the fallen.

The Present Political Situation and the 
Future Work of the Association.

By the Countess of SELBORNE.
Though a triumph for the Coalition was 

expected, the majority is far greater than any of 
the prophets foretold. From a practical point of 
view it is too big, as these huge majorities are, as 
as rule, difficult to lead. They have a tendency to 
break up into their component parts. The great 
majority of the majority is, however, formed by 
members of the Conservative and Unionist 
parties. So we might even see the Coalition 
break up, after the problems of the war which 
have called it together have been, at least, pro­
visionally settled, and a party majority still 
remaining sufficiently strong to carry on the 
Government.

The electoral position is unstable. A small 
proportion of the electorate voted in most con- 
stituencies. The probability is that a very large 
number of the abstainers were Liberals or Labour 
Party, who considered that the best interests of 
the country would he served by returning the 
present Coalition Government to make the peace, 
but who could not quite make up their minds to 
vote against their own party candidate.

With such a predominantly Conservative 
House of Commons, reforms are likely to be 
more restricted in their scope and of a more 
tentative character than some of our more eager 
members would desire. There are certain 
measures, however, to which a very large number 
of Conservatives have pledged themselves, and 
which we may therefore expect the new Parlia- 
ment to deal with. One is the reform of the 
House of Lords, which will, I hope, be ac­
companied by a restoration of its effective veto. 
Since 1910 we have been living under a one- 
Chamber Government, modified only by the 
power of the second chamber to hold up a Bill 
for two years. This has proved a calamitous 
plan, and brought us within an ace of Civil War 
in Ireland. There is the Irish question itself, 
which will have to be dealt with. There is a 
Home Rule Bill, which satisfies nobody, on the

Statute Book. The Government have pledged 
themselves that Ulster shall not be forced under 
an Irish Government against her will, so an 
amending Act to the present one, which does 
include Ulster, is inevitable.

Then there is the Bill for constituting a 
Ministry ot Health, and one for providing houses 
in this emergency for the people, both Bills of 
great interest to women.

This last one bristles with difficulties. The 
District Councils, who are the bodies to be 
entrusted with the provision of these cottages in 
rural districts, have no experience in such work. 
If it is done in a hurry, it will be extravagantly 
and ill-done ; if it is not done quickly it will not 
meet the emergency. Meanwhile there is a great 
danger that the fact of the State undertaking the 
work, will prevent private building, which might 
otherwise be available.

Perhaps it may seem timid and mid-Victorian 
to many of my readers, but I confess I wish that 
private enterprise had been encouraged to deal 
with this necessity. However, the die seems to be 
east that we are to make this experiment in 
Socialism. At any rate we shall gain experience, 
if we get nothing else. There is a further evil, 
which is that very extravagant hopes have been 
raised in people's minds by the speeches which 
have been made and the articles which have been 
written on this subject. It has been proposed to 
build houses which would cost at least 12/- to 14/- 
rent per week in the market, and let them for 5/-. 
I do not expect for a moment that many local 
authorities, if any, will do this. It would be a bad 
thing to do,: as it would create a small class of 
privileged people who would live in superior 
subsidized dwellings, practically receiving from 
the public the worth of seven to nine shillings 
a week.

But the consequence of such talk will be that 
the people will be very much disappointed with 
the houses when they get them.

As regards the special changes which we, as 
women, desire to see made in the laws, it will 
depend upon our own action whether we obtain 
them or not. Equal guardianship of children,



equal divorce laws, the abolition of the prohibition 
to enter the legal professions, or the higher ranks 
of the Civil Service. These and other desirable 
changes in the law we can obtain if we choose to 
work for them. But nobody will press them 
upon us, if we show no desire for them ! There­
fore it seems to me there is still necessary and 
important work for an organization like the Con­
servative Women’s Reform Association.

OUR WORK.
Since the publication of Monthly News, as the 

organ of the Conservative and Unionist Women’s 
Franchise Association ceased in April, 1918, the • 
Executive Committee, of the new Association has 
been engaged in the re-organization of the work 
on the basis ofthe " Aims and Objects ” which we 
publish below.

The members of the new Executive are:—
Chairman : Lady Trustram Eve, Winifred, Countess 

of Arran, The Lady Betty Balfour, *Miss Balfour, Mrs. 
John P. Boyd-Carpenter, Mrs. Currie, "Miss Mabel 
Fletcher, *Miss Gilstrap, +Miss Eveline Mitford, Mrs. 
Mylne, *Mrs. Rowland Prothero, Miss Minna Rathbone, 
Mrs. Scoresby Routledge, M.A., The Lady Edward Spencer 
Churchill, ‘Mrs. Hubert Walter, Mrs. Fabian Ware 
(Son. Treasurer).

"Co-opted Members. -[Ex-officio Members.

Sub=Committees.
The Finance Committee was appointed 

immediately after the election of the Executive, 
and in the early Autumn an Education and 
Literature Committee was formed, which lost no 
time in formulating a programme of work. This 
included a series of lectures held on October 18th 
and 25th and November Ist, followed by a course 
of study lectures.

The speakers in the first series were : Dr. 
Dickinson Berry on the“Slav races in relation to 
Italy and Austria ” ; Major J. W. Hills, M.P., on 
“ Problems of Labour,” and Mr. W. K. Hichens. 
C.M.G., on the" Economic Future of the Woman 
Worker.”

The subject of the study course was the 
“ History and Aspects of Socialism." The Com­
mittee were fortunate in obtaining the services of 
Mr. Alfred Milnes, M.A. for this course; and 
those members who attended were so deeply 
interested in the lectures, that in response to 
several requests we are publishing next month a 
short resume of them. The lecturer compiled for 
us a list of books suitable for the study of the 
subject, a copy of which may be had on applica­
tion to the Secretary.

A meeting was held, under the auspices of the 
Association, in Regents Park Road, by kind per­
mission of Mrs. Vernon Wills and Miss Hallowes, 
at which Lady Trustram Eve, Chairman of the 
Executive Committee, gave an address on the 
" Responsibilities of the new Women Voters.”

Forthcoming Meetings.
The Committee has arranged a most interest- 

ng series of lectures for the early spring, the 
first of which on “Prisoners of War,” with Cap­
tain C. C. Craig-—himself a prisoner in German 
hands for four years—as speaker, will have taken 

place by the date of publication of this paper.
On Friday, January 24th, Sir Francis 

Piggott, M.A., LL.M., has kindly consented to 
lecture on a subject of engrossing interest at the 
present time—the “Freedom of the Seas.” On 
February 3rd Miss Matheson will speak on the 
general question of “ Housing,” and on February 
14th Lady Barrett on the proposed “ Ministry of 
Healths” The lectures will be held at Lady St. 
Helier's house, 52, Portland Place, W. Tickets; 
Single lecture, 2/6; scries, 6/-. Lady Barrett, 
as Dr. Florence Willey, before her marriage, 
spoke for us on several occasions.

The Committee propose to follow this series 
by a study course on the “Housing ” question, 
further particulars of which will be given in our 
February issue.

Electors in England and Wales. 
Over One-third Women.

The figures have been published of the 
number of Parliamentary electors on the First 
Register under the Representation of the People 
Act for constituencies in England and Wales. 
There are in all 17,225,990 electors of both sexes 
in England and Wales, of whom 6,778,530 are 
.women. The number of women electors for the 
Parliamentary counties of Derby and Wiltshire 
has not yet been ascertained..—Times, December 
24th, 1918.

The Times commented on the great proportion 
of women voters who went to the poll on Dec. 
14th.

Fate of the Women Candidates.
Name. Constitue n cy. Result.

Mrs. Despard (Lab.) ... Battersea (N.) Defeated

Miss E. Phipps (Ind.) Chelsea
by 5597 

Defeated
•

Mrs. Corbett Ashby (L.) Lady wood
by 6740 

Defeated

Mrs. Pethick Lawrence
(Birmingham)

Rusholme
by 7853 

Defeated
(Lab.) ... (Manchester) by 9462

Miss A. V. Garland ... . Portsmouth (S.) Defeated
(Lab.)

Mrs. Dacre Fox (Ind.) Richmond
by 11559 

Defeated

Miss C. Pankhurst Smethwick
by 4749 

Defeated
(Ind.)Mrs. J. McEwan (L.)... Enfield

by 775 , 
Defeated

Mrs. O. Strachey (Ind.) Brentford
by 6303 

Defeated

Mrs. How Martyn (Ind.) Hendon
by 7814 

Defeated

MissVioletMarkham(L.) Mansfield
by 12364 

Defeated

Miss Mary McArthur Stourbridge by 4957 
Defeated

(Lab.)
Mrs. Mackenzie (Lab.) University of

_ by 1333 
Defeated

Miss E. Murray (Ind.)
Wales

Bridgeton by 563
Defeated

Miss W. Carney
(Glasgow)

Victoria
by 9896 

Defeated
(Sinn Fein) (Bel fast) by 8916

Mme. Markievicz St. Patricks ’Elected by

I

(Sinn, Fein । (Dublin) 4083
We hope that by the next General Election 

this Association will have the pleasure of 
supporting a woman candidate for Parliament 
who represents the views of Progressive Con- 
servatism. '

Our New Aims and Objects.
1. To unite those who hold Conservative 

principles and desire the progress of the Nation 
and the Empire on Constitutional lines.

2. To consider all policy from the Imperial 
and International standpoint as well as from the 
Insular and Local.

3. To encourage intelligent understanding 
between all sections of society in the belief that 
the welfare of every part of the nation is necessary 
to the whole.

4. To promote well-considered measures of 
reform, especially those dealing with domestic 
and economic subjects.

5. To strengthen a sense of individual 
responsibility, and to oppose excessive State 
interference and control.

6. To develop a fuller interest in Local 
Government as opposed to a Central Bureau­
cracy, holding that Local Government is best 
adapted to many of the needs of this nation and 
affords valuable training in Citizenship.

7. To press for an adequate proportion of 
women on public bodies and in civil services.

The Association proposes to further these 
objects by meetings, provision of speakers, dis­
tribution of literature, and by the establishment 
of a Club with Study Centres.

Covering Letter.
Under the revised title of the Conservative 

Women’s Reform Association it is intended to 
carry into other spheres the interests and activi­
ties of the Conservative and Unionist Women’s 
Franchise Association. All patriotic women, 
whether or not they formerly desired a vote, 
wish to be of service to their country; the 
majority feel that changes in both international 
and social conditions are necessary and urgent; 
but those with Conservative principles also realize 
that alteration to aciheve its end must be based on 
knowledge of the past, be well-considered and 
just to all concerned.. It is these thoughtful 
women whom the Association aims at uniting for 
common action; it will be disastrous if all new 
developments are left in the hands of extremists. 
There are difficult times ahead which will need 
all our work, wisdom and tact; and it is obvious 
that results can be achieved by an Association 
which could not be attained by individuals.

The Association is organized on an in­
dependent Conservative basis: it will not be 
bound by the official policy, but as a body with 
Conservative sympathies it hopes to make its 
influence felt with the leaders of the Party.

It wishes also, wherever possible, to assist in 
raising measures above the sphere of factious 
politics, in the same way as the Conservative 
and Unionist Women’s Franchise Association 
secured that the Suffrage question remained a 
non-party one by bringing influence to bear on 
the Conservative side of Parliament.

It is proposed in the first instance to work for 
the opening to women of the legal and other pro­
fessions, 'and to secure their equality before the 

law, more especially with regard to the guardian­
ship of children; it is also intended to give 
attention to such problems as the housing question 
and rate of wages for women.

To be strong enough to achieve its aims the 
new body must be large in numbers, representative 
of all classes, and with means at its disposal for 
propaganda. An appeal is therefore made to all 
women, who are in sympathy with its policy, to 
join the Association ; it is hoped that where pos­
sible they will give active help in forming local 
branches or in other ways, but that those who 
have no time for additional work will not be 
deterred from becoming members and thus afford­
ing the movement that practical sympathy, with­
out which it cannot prosper.

Members are earnestly begged to apply to the- 
Office for copies of the ‘-Aims” and letter to send to- 
friends.

Adoption of Sir Ernest Pollock as 
Coalition Candidate for Leamington.

Our readers will be interested to learn that 
Miss Hulbert, the Hot. Secretary of the Leam- 
ington Branch of the Association, was invited by 
the Men’s Conservative Association in that town 
to support the adoption of Sir Ernest Pollock, 
K.C., as Coalition candidate. She accepted the 
invitation, and was thus the first woman in the 
constituency to speak in support of the adoption 
of a candidate.

France.
Various feminine societies have united in 

signing a petition to Parliament for the vote. 
Many cases of women's organizing powers during 
the war are quoted in proof of feminine capability 
in public affairs. Five women are to sit on the 
municipal council at Metz, and in the invaded 
districts wherever women have taken public office 
in place of men they have shown themselves 
capable.

Women’s Suffrage in Holland.
The Constitution of Holland as revised on 

December 17th, 1918, gives women eligibility for 
membership to Parliament without giving them 
the vote; it assigns to the Electoral Law the 
task of conferring the power to the vote upon 
them. Since July there has been one woman 
M.P., and on September 28th, immediately after 
the opening of the States-General, Mr. Marchant,, 
a Radical member, introduced a bill which ex­
tends the suffrage as already possessed by men to. 
all Dutch women equally. The text is as simple 
as possible : it proposes to drop the word “ male ” 
from the qualifications of electors. The women 
are rejoicing at these proposals, and English­
women will rejoice with them. What encourages- 
their hopes is the fact that, judging from the 
press, even the Conservative parties are not 
averse to the measure. The First Chamber 
(Senate) is a reactionary body, and it is therefore 
to be hoped that the Bill will not be discussed 
before this Chamber is renewed next July.



. X. (OSS, limited.
460, OXFORD STREET, W.1, and 134. KENSINGTON HIGH STREET, W.8.

Goss’s
Celebrated Oatmeal 

Skin Food
A pure natural cream for preserving 
and beautifying the complexion. 
Does not encourage the growth of 
hair. A perfect cream for ensuring 
a beautiful complexion, notwith- 
standing cold winds or hard water.

In Tubes, 1/9. In Artistic Lustre 
Jars, 3/- Family Jars, 8/6-

A Seasonable Pastille

Pino-Menthol Discs.
For giving Inst itniaiteous 
electriiess to the voice.

Used by all the
Leading Vocalists.

Per Box, 1/9

SCIENTIFIC CHEMISTS AND TOILET SPECIALISTS.

TRAIN FOR

MOTOR DRIVING and MECHANISM
AT THE

Hon. GABRIELLE BORTHWICK’S WORKSHOPS, Ltd.
On the list of Schoolsofficially appointed by the
COURSE of driving. PRACTICAL MECHANICS. LECTURES and 
REPAIR/NG. TWENTY-FOUR INDIVIDUAL LESSONS. 8 GUINEAS.

CARS FOR WOMEN
BOUGHT, SOLD and EXCHANGED.

The HON. Gabrielle Borthwick gives Expert Advice 
to Women on purchase of suitable Cars for all purposes.
—A few Apprentices taken on payment of Premium —

8, BRICK STREET, Piccadilly. W.l.
Telephone: Mayfair 5740.

Read “THE COMMON CAUSE,”
Organ of the National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies,

24. EVERY FRIDAY. 2d,

The paper which provides a platform ^or 
discussion on all matters affecting Women., 

the Home, and the Race. 
Accurate and Up-to-date Information on all 
questions relating to W omen s Citizenship.

An invaluable paper for all those wishing to let houses, 
take paying guests, etc., etc. In fact, anyone having 
a - WANT" of any description should avail themselves 
of the advertising pages of the ‘ Common Cause.

Postal Subscription Rates—10/10 12 months, 5/5 6 months, 2/9 3 months.
Abroad .......................... 13/’ .. 6/6 ,, 3/3

Write To-day to THE MANAGER, ■ Common Cause,’ Evelyn House, 
62, Oxford Street, W.i, for free specimen copy.

International Women’s Franchise Club
9, Grafton Street, Piccadilly, W.

For MEN and WOMEN.
Subscriptions : London Members, £1/11/6 ; Country Members, £1/5 ; 

Irish, Scottish and Foreign Members, 10/6 per annum. 
Entrance Fee One Guinea after January 31st, 1919,

LECTURES, HOUSE DINNERS, etc.
Luncheons and DINNERS A la Carte.

All particulars—Secretary.________________ Tel. 3932 Mayfair.

GEO. WEBB’S DYE WORKS,
Chief Office- 254, BRIXTON HILL, S.W.

T£L 1852 BRIXTON
, The finest Quality

Cleaning and Dyeing of Costumes, House Furnishings, etc.
Only the highest skilled labour employed. and 
absolutely the best colours and chemicals used.

Vans Collect and Deliver Twice WEEKLY THROUGHOUT the WEST End.
Recommendations from all parts of the country. 

Orders by Post or Telephone command Immediate Attention.

=, € ef s a By Special Appointment 
RyEaries” "Purveyors of Milk and Cream”

—0850==> HIS MAJESTY THE KING.

WELFORDS DAIRIES 
FOR ABSOLUTELY PURE MILK.

Branches in all parts of London.
Chief Dairy and Offices: ELGIN AVENUE, W.

Principal ’Phone No.: PADDINGTON 5440.

The WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE
WILl. HOLD

PUBLIC MEETINGS ON WEDNESDAY AFTERNOONS
at 3 p.m. IN THE

MINERVA CAFE, 144, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. 1.,

January 22.—G. K. Devadhar, Esq, M.A. "How Indian Women 
are helping themselves "

,, 29.—Miss Abadam. "A New Menace."
February ' 5.—Mrs. V. E. Whish. "The Humorous side of Journalism.”

12. —Mrs. M. W. Nevinson, LI.A. " ElectionExperiences. ” 
ADMISSION FREE.

Tea can be obtained in the Cafe at close of meeting at 6d. each.

THE WOMEN’S BUREAU 
of the NATIONAL MUTUAL LIFE 

ASSURANCE SOCIETY
helps and advises women as to the best means of making provision 

for their own future, and that of their dependants.
A SMALL SUM PUT BY EVERY YEAR WILL PROVIDE :

1. A capital sum at a specified age or previous death.
2. An Annuity for Life at a given age (should death occur before the given age 

all premiums paid will be returned).
3. Your child's higher education. In the event of the death of the parent no 

further premiums need be paid, the benefits secured by the policy remaining 
intact.

In example No. 1, for age 25 next birthday, an Annual Premium of £4 1s. 6d. will 
provide £100 at age 45 or previous death. Premiums actually paid, £81 10s. Payments 
made be paid yearly, half-yearly, or quarterly, or even monthly in special cases.

The National Mutual Life Assurance Society exists solely for the benefit of its 
members. . There are no SHAREHOLDERS. AND ALL THE PROFITS 
BELONG TO THE MEMBERS. Write for particulars to

Miss ROCHFORD. Women’s Assurance Bureau, 
N.M.L.A.S., 39, King Street, Cheapside, E.C.2. 

Insurances also effected for Personal Sickness and Accident, Fire, Burglary, 
Marriage Settlements. Immediate Annuities. Whole Life Assurances.

All communicationsrespecting advertisements should^ addressed EouTE-M"4SS5‘New Bond senoct, w.1. Tel. 2421. Mayfair.
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