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NOTES AND NEWS.
A Message to Unionist Women.

Viscountess Elveden, who has now stepped into Dame Caroline 
Bridgeman’s place as Chairman of the Women’s Unionist 
Association, has inaugurated her succession by the issue of a 
stirring message to Unionist women, She repudiates the Socialist 
contention that the Unionist Party is an association of the strong 
for the exploitation of the weak, and calls upon her followers to 
disprove the assertion by active endeavour for the common good. 
It is not enough,-site points out, to rest on the assurance that the 
Unionist Party is secure in a Parliamentary majority which places 
it beyond fear of challenge. We venture to add to 
Viscountess Elveden’s vigorous message a special appeal to 
Unionist women on our own behalf. We are rich in experience of 
many parties. We know that all parties are inclined to give 
preference to the traditional interests of men rather than to the 
upstart interests of women. We suspect that the larger a party’s 
majority the less energetically will it seek to tap the support 
of " marginal ” women voters; and, since no party pressure is 
so immediately effective as pressure, exercised, from within by 
persons who understand their own party's mentality, appreciate 
its difficulties, share its ultimate ideals, and have a solid claim on 
its attention, we would appeal very urgently to organized 
Unionist women for active agitation on behalf of the feminist 
reforms for which we stand. It is there most especial business to 
see that the vague promises of the party programme are not 
merely translated into solid performance, but translated -in a 
generous measure and in an acceptable form. In this effort they 
will have behind them the cordial support and active co- 
operation of Liberal and Labour women throughout the country. 
We cannot imagine a more suitable response to Lady Elveden’s 
call to them to " take a share in showing that their party is one 
which exists for the benefit of no particular class, but desires 
only the common good.”

Employment of Juveniles.
.Sir Arthur Steel-Maitland, the Minister of Labour, Lord 

Eustace Percy, the President of the Board of Education, and the 
Duchess of Atholl, its Parliamentary Secretary, were all present 
at a conference of the London Advisory Council for Juvenile 
Employment. The Duchess did not speak, but the speeches 
of the other two members of the Ministry showed a deep realiza­
tion of the importance of the questions involved. Sir Arthur 
Steel-Maitland spoke of children as the undeveloped estate 
of the nation. The question before the nation, he said, was 
whether that development should be continued after school or.
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whether the boys and girls should be allowed to slide back 
and become demoralized. Lord Eustace Percy said he con­
sidered it his prime duty as President of the Board of Education 
to see that children over the age of 14, as well as the younger 
children, had educational facilities offered to them. We hope 
these speeches will really bear fruit. We must wait and see.

Honour to the New " Dames ”.
A reception to the three New Year Dames—Dame Ellen 

Terry, Dame Millicent Fawcett, and Dame Louisa Aldrich- 
Blake—will be held at Claridge’s Hotel on 10th February. 
Mrs. Kendal is chairman of the Reception Committee, and Lady 
Barrett, Lady Simpson (Miss Lena Ashwell) and Dr. Jane Walker 
are also on the Committee, so it will be a case of distinguished 
women receiving distinguished women. The National Union 
of Societies for Equal Citizenship will be receiving Dame Millicent 
Fawcett and Dame Louisa Aldrich-Blake on the occasion of 
its annual Council meeting. Later in the spring the N.U.S.E.C. 
will be arranging a special function for Dame Millicent Fawcett 
in view of her honour having been received on account of her 
great work for women’s suffrage.
The Fight for Women Police.

In view of the independent and uncompromising attitude - 
adopted by the Manchester Watch Committee in opposition' to 
the employment of women police, the local branch of the National 
Council of Women, speaking in the name of twenty-eight social 
organizations, has appealed for a -free and full discussion of the 
Chief Constable's report in the City Council on 4th February. 
We sincerely hope that this request may be granted, for, like 
the Manchester women’s organizations, we are convinced that the 
Chief Constable’s reasons for resisting this very necessary piece 
of social reform will not bear the light of public argument. If 
the Watch Committee persists in “ sheltering behind a legal 
barrier ” and denying the Council’s competence to criticize their 
action, we cannot but assume that they too are convinced of this 
truth. Meanwhile, a correspondent reminds us that the Plymouth 
Watch Committee has recently taken a similar line of resistance 
to women police, the Chairman believing that " in Plymouth 
the employment of women police is not at all necessary." If 
this is, indeed, the case, then Plymouth is wholly dissimilar in 
its moral and social problems from any other seaport and garrison 
town in the world. But it is not the case. We know Plymouth 
well enough to know that.

“A Duty to Protect Women.”
And curiously enough, almost simultaneously comes a 

reminder that all is not well even in Plymouth. At a recent 
Plymouth Quarter Sessions a youth of 18 was committed for 
trial by the magistrates, who. apparently found themselves unable 
to impose a sentence which they regarded as sufficiently severe. 
The young man in question pleaded guilty to a peculiarly violent 
indecent assault upon a young married woman. Testimonies in 
Court regarding the youth’s " good character ” included 
reference to a conviction for a similar offence in 1922, on which 
occasion he had been fined £2. This fact, combined with a clergy­
man’s statement that the defendant " in some respects did not 
seem responsible for his actions,” does not appear to have 
prejudiced the Recorder in his disfavour. Though that gentleman 
admitted in his address that the defendant’s “ character with 
regard to his feelings as to women had not been good," though he 
confessed that he himself, as Recorder, had “ a duty to protect 
women," he nevertheless saw fit to bind over the accused and 
put him on probation for a year. Our readers will themselves 
supply the necessary comment upon this disastrously misplaced 
leniency.
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Scotland and the Protection of Children.
In Scotland the problem of public protection against incidents 

of the type described above is about to receive attention. Last 
week it was announced that the Secretary for Scotland had 
appointed a committee whose terms of reference were given as 
follows : " To inquire into the subject of sexual offences against 
children and young persons in Scotland and the procedure 
followed in dealing with such eases (including methods for 
prevention and the after-care of the victims of such offences), 
and to report what changes, if any, are desirable in the law or its 
administration in the matters of prevention and after-care." 
The committee consists of five women and two men: 
Dr. Madeline Archibald, Mrs. A. C. Duncan, Mrs. William Fyfe, 
Mrs. W. W. McKechnie, Mrs. R. T. Paterson, Mr. A. M. 
MacRobert, and Mr. James A. Fleming, Sheriff of Fife and 
Kinross. Two of the three women, Dr. Archibald and Mrs. Fyfe, 
are members of the Executive Committee of the Glasgow Women, 
Citizens' Association, and Society for Equal Citizenship.

Industry and its “Living Wage.”
On Wednesday afternoon of last week Miss Eleanor Rathbone 

was summoned to give evidence before the Government 
Committee which is now investigating the conditions’of Industry 
and Trade. She laid before them an outline of the case for 
Family Endowment, laying special Stress upon the impossibility 
of achieving immediately and by any other means a living wage 
for the great mass of men, women, and children dependent upon 
British industry. This contention she supported by submitting 
statistics whose main import is probably familiar to most readers 
of The Woman’s Leader. In elaborating her case for the 
redistribution of a proportion of the industrial wage bill on a 
basis of family need, she faced up to some of the most interesting 
implications of such a change. For example : its reaction upon 
the type of commodity demanded ; in which connexion she fore­
shadowed a new concentration of demand upon the stable trades 
of the country at the expense of luxury spending. Or, again, 
in the event of the cost of child maintenance being distributed 
fairly over all industries, she invited her hearers to consider the 
anomalies of the present system which throws nearly the whole 
cost of rearing the future generation of workers upon those 
industries which employ chiefly adult males.

Women of the Empire.
The International Woman Suffrage Alliance has organized 

a Conference, to be held on Monday, 9th February, 2.30-5 p.m., 
at the Hotel Victoria, Northumberland Avenue, to discuss 
the extension of the work of its British Overseas Committee. 
It is felt that there is an undoubted need for organizing closer 
co-operation between and better understanding of inter-Empire 
questions by women of the various countries within the Empire. 
Women still have special needs and a special contribution to 
make apart from the existing bodies which are striving to promote 
Imperial goodwill, but there is no organization at present which 
can claim to represent the women citizens (or would-be citizens) 
of the Empire. The Conference will consider the formation 
and work of such an organization.

Welfare Work.
The Committee on Industry and Trade received evidence 

last week on the question of welfare work. The witnesses 
represented the Industrial Welfare Society, the Workers’ Union, 
and two firms, Messrs Waterlow and Sons and Messrs. F. Braby 
and Co. They submitted that welfare work is regarded by 
progressive employers as an integral part of management and 
that it has a beneficial effect on productive capacity, health, 
and efficiency as well as on the relations of the employers and 
workers. Welfare work has increased considerably of recent 
years. The Institute of Industrial Welfare Workers sprang from 
a small association which started in 1913 with 67 members ; 
it now has 288. This is not as large as believers in welfare work 
would like to see, but a period, of industrial depression is not 
a good time for the extension of schemes of this kind, which 
involve an immediate and tangible increase in expenditure 
for the sake of a return which is difficult to measure in terms 
of cash, and which is, therefore, too often ignored. There is
little doubt that an improvement in trade would mean a 
siderable increase in welfare work.
Marriage Figures.

The latest volume of the Registrar-General’s report 
some interesting figures about marriage. The highest rate

con-

has 
ever

recorded was in 1920, when it reached 20-2 per thousand of the ' 
population, since which it has dropped by 25 per cent, to one of the 
lowest figures on record. The number of marriages during the I 
last three years are 226,000 less than they would have been if the, 
1920 level had been maintained. In some of the Press articles 
commenting on this it has been suggested that it is due to the 
increase in the number of business of professional girls who are 
not willing to give up their independence. Though there are 
doubtless individual girls who refuse to marry because they prefer 
a bachelor existence, we do not believe for a. minute that they 
are numerous enough to have any appreciable effect on the 
marriage rate. It is much more an economic question ; men are 
marrying later because of the difficulties of earning enough at 
the beginning of their careers to support a wife and family. 
Nowadays the majority of men do not marry till after they are 
25 ; last year nearly 36,000 did not marry till between the ages 
of 30 and 35. On the other hand, more than half the women who 
marry, marry before the age of 25, though about 8,000 spinsters 
last year married after the age of 40.

Divorce Causes.
We published figures last session showing the effect the Matri­

monial Causes Act, 1923, has had on the relative number of. 
divorce suits brought by the husband and wife respectively. 
Last year, for the first time, there were more cases brought by 
women than by men. This is again the case, and may, we 
imagine, become the normal state of affairs. Petitions by 
wives for hearing during the Hilary sittings number 442, and 
by husbands 215.

A Woman Minister in France?
The Morning Post recently had a photo of Mme. Vogel, whom 

they spoke of as Under-Secretary for Labour and the first 
woman to hold Ministerial office in France. We would be 
interested to know the explanation of this, as there are no women 
deputies in the French Parliament. Are the Under-Secretaryships 
in France extra-parliamentary appointments ? We confess our 
ignorance. Perhaps some of our readers are better informed 
and could enlighten us.

The Elizabeth Garrett Anderson Hospital.
We have before now drawn attention to the appeal that is being 

made on behalf of the Extension Appeal of the Elizabeth Garrett 
Anderson Hospital. The Extension Committee is now running 
a scheme for subscription tea parties; they have decided to • 
have a week of Ten Thousand Tea Parties from the 18th to 
the 24th May, the week in which the 35th anniversary of the 
hospital falls. They are asking for the names of people who 
are willing to give such tea parties or who would form a local 
Committee to undertake a large tea party or a great number 
of small ones. We hope that many of our readers will make 
a point of becoming guests at some of these functions.

A Club for Business Women.
Good progress is being made with the Y.W.C.A. scheme for 

the provision of a Social Centre in London for women and giils 
employed in business and professional work. Last week an . 
important Mansion House meeting was held in its support, under 
the chairmanship of the Lady Mayoress. Miss Snelson, the 
Director of the proposed centre, announced that the total 
estimated cost of the building was £200,000. Of this, out of 
£20,000 allotted to girls £6,500 had been subscribed, and 
£23,000 out of the £50,000 allotted to women. It was expected 
that men would contribute £130,000, 422,000 of which had 
actually been raised. We understand that vigorous local organiza­
tion is being mapped out in the London area in support of the 
scheme’s speedy completion.

Political Education.
The article which we publish to-day by Miss Deakin on The 

Political Education of Conservative Women is the first of a series 
of three which will deal with the three political parties in turn. 
Each will be presented from the party point of view by 
a prominent member of the party concerned".

POLICY.—The sole policy of THE Woman’s Leader is to advocate ) 
real equality of liberties, status and opportunities between men and women. 
So far as space permits, however, it will offer an impartial platform for 
topics not directly included inthe objects of the women's movement, but ; 
of special interest to women. Articles on these subjects will always be 
signed, at least by initials or a pseudonym,and for the opinions 
expressed in them the Editor accepts no responsibility.
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THE ETERNAL RIVALRY.
A fortnight ago we published in our correspondence columns 

a letter from Miss Enfield, Secretary of the International Co- 
operative Women’s Guild, appealing for financial support on 
behalf of her organization. We sincerely hope that the necessary 
support has been forthcoming. The Women’s Co-operative 
Guild in Great Britain is perhaps the most significant social 
factor in the lives of the great mass of married working women. 
It unites them as consumers, and that done, serves in a huge 
number of cases as the sole medium between the narrow, isolated, 
uncomfortable, restless, detail-infected life of the average badly 
constructed home, and the world of social and political interest 
and endeavour. It is an incomparable organization. If any body 
is qualified by tradition and function to reflect in national life 
" the woman’s point of view," that body is the Co-operative 
Guild. And what more welcome development than the enlarge­
ment of its sphere over the international field ? Space limitation 
forbids us to say more in support of our general benediction of 
Miss Enfield’s recent appeal.

But one of our subscribers has raised an uncomfortable 
query : "It is," she writes, “ some years now since the Women’s 
Co-operative Guild has adopted a policy of withdrawing from 
affiliation with any organizations except those of working-class 
women in sympathy with the Labour Party, and the Guild 
branches no longer allow their members to remain on committee's 
of the N.U.S.E.C., the Woman Citizens’ Associations, the 
Women’s Local Government Society, and the N.C.W.” She adds 
that, so far as she knows, this policy remains in full force, and 
that “ Miss Enfield’s letter in The Woman’s Leader of 16th 
January obscuring this policy is likely to mislead without some 
editorial comment.” Our correspondent appears to share our 
own admiration for the work of the Guild ; she grants that there 
are many who would be glad to subscribe to its international 
development in spite of this embargo, and does not wish that 
it should be denied the opportunity to appeal for funds. Only 
she would “ like the position made clear.” Well, there it is.

Even as our correspondent shares our admiration for the 
Women’s Co-operative Guild, so do we share her regret - con­
cerning its attitude to the non-party organizations which she 
names. Whether she would subscribe to our general conclusion 
that in spite of this embargo the Guild’s work is of such out­
standing national and feminist importance as to deserve whole-

hearted and active support from women of all parties, we do not 
know. Such, however, is our considered view. Meanwhile, we 
are inclined to think that the importance of such an embargo 
can easily be over-rated. It is, after all, like a precisely similar 
embargo imposed on its women by the Labour Party, merely a 
piece of advice issued from headquarters. It is not, so far as we 
know, backed up by any penalty or threat of excommunication. 
Its members may take it or leave it. And to our certain know­
ledge many of them do, in fact, leave it—with considerable 
benefit to their own more abundant life and to the non-party 
organizations whom they elect, in defiance of party orthodoxy, 
to serve. Moreover, it is very understandable advice. Expendable 
human energy has its quantitative limits, and in practice time 
and interest given to one organization is apt to deflect time and 
interest from another. The deflection may, of course, have its 
compensations. A Labour woman, or a Co-operative Guild 
member with other irons in the fire, other human contacts, 
and other experiences, may be a more effective and invulnerable 
Labour woman or Guild member, as the case may be. On the 
other hand, she may be a more critical and less dogmatic 
member. No—it must be admitted on balance that concentration 
of activity and interest is on the whole a good thing for the 
group or party which is the subject of concentration, whatever 
effect for good or evil it may have upon the individual. Thus 
we understand, if we do not sympathize with, the attitude of the 
two bodies referred to. Similarly, did we understand the 
attitude of Christabel Pankhurst when she peremptorily 
required Miss Annie Kenney to eschew the activities of the 
Theosophical Society during the early phases of the Militant 
Suffrage campaign—and that of a husband and father who 
recently remarked to us that he thought it undesirable for 
young married women to .have strong interests outside home 
life. We really do understand.

But, since there is, in fact, a long stride between “ tout 
comprendre" and "tout pardonner ”, we repudiate all such 
advice as imposes barriers or sows distrust between the women 
of classes, creeds, or countries. Once more, in defiance of such 
advice, we call upon women to unite for the furtherance of their 
common cause; to unite against the oldest, stubbornest 
oppression in the bloodstained and tearstained history of man­
kind : sex oppression in its multitudinous forms.

THE CASE AGAINST FAMILY ENDOWMENT.
By DAME MILLICENT FAWCETT, G.B.E.

I hope none of my readers will imagine that in opposing schemes 
of what is called " Family Endowment ” I am animated by any 
want of appreciation of the magnificent work done for our cause 
and for the country at large by Miss Rathbone and those who 
share her views on this subject. But just before our late hon. 
sec., Miss Macadam, went to Canada in the autumn, she urged 
me to write for publication in The Woman’s Leader a statement 
of the reasons which cause me .to differ fundamentally from 
Miss Rathbone in regard to the tremendous step she is advocating 
in the direction of practical Socialism. I promised Miss Macadam 
to do this, and am now endeavouring to fulfil my promise.

Miss Rathbone has written an able and scholarly book on the 
subject, but she has not shaken my objections- or made me feel 
that it would be a good thing for the State, or for the individual 
men and women who compose -it, to relieve parents of the legal 
obligation of maintaining their children. I look upon the 
family as the unit of the State, and regard the proportional 
number of families leading industrious, self-sustaining, and 
self-respecting lives, not in one class only, but in all classes, as 
a not unsatisfactory test of the general well-being of the State. 
To remove from parents the necessity of maintaining their 
children would, in my judgment, withdraw the financial key­
stone of the family arch, would moreover in innumerable 
instances weaken or perhaps.destroy some of the best influences 
in the lives of men and women, undermine their sense of responsi­
bility, and relax the inducements to daily self-denying toil and 
industry.

The phrase " Family Endowment " is moreover, to my mind, 
in itself .misleading. Where is the endowment ? We do not 
usually speak of an endowment when we mean an income 
compulsorily raised by rates and taxes. Hospitals and schools 
are “ endowed ” when they derive, their income, or a substantial 
part of it, from private benefactions voluntarily bestowed, but 
the so-called " endowed family" would derive its income in

quite another manner, and from a totally different source. If 
the word ‘ ′ Endowment ” is used in this inverted sense, we should, 
I suppose, soon be speaking of our richly endowed army and navy, 
meaning merely that the tax-payers have to provide for purposes 
of defence something like £100,000,000 annually. " Family 
Endowment ” is quite a case of living on taking in each other’s 
washing.

The care and perpetual solicitude which quite average parents 
show for their children are in themselves an education, and could 
not, in my opinion, but be weakened if they (and the children 
also) knew that the latter were being maintained at the public 
expense. - In some instances it is difficult not to perceive that 
under “ family endowment ” even the parents may be living on 
the allowances granted by the State for the maintenance, of the 
children. Suppose the allowance to be 10s. per head, per week 
(it could hardly be less) and that there were a family of five to 
be provided for, or six if the wife is also to be " endowed” ; in 
this case the family would be receiving £3 a week, without the 
father bringing in a single shilling. Is it not obvious that this 
would materially weaken the motive for continuous exertion, 
on his part. Miss Rathbone herself speaks in her book of this 
possibility, and suggests also that the Australian unmarried 
working man might be tempted to back his favourite in the races . 
with the price of his suppositious wife’s “ one gossamer 5s. 6d. or 
two winter bloomers 8s.”

It may be that Plato, three thousand years ago, or Mr. H. G. 
Wells and the Bolsheviks to-day, advocate the removal from ■ 
parents of the financial responsibility for their children's main- 
tenance, but I cannot see that the average British parent of 
to-day has anything to learn from them. The Athenians, with 
all their wonderful achievements in art and literature, practised 
infanticide in a wholesale fashion, leaving unwanted children 
exposed in pots to perish of cold and hunger. Of course, there 
was no freedom for women (other than Courtesans) in the ancient.
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civilization of Athens. Mr. H. G. Wells has a "brilliant imagina­
tion, but I do not think he has much to teach his contemporaries 
in the matter of the maintenance of a high standard of domestic 
life. The Bolshevik experiment has not had time to work itself 
out ; but what we hear of it has not encouraged a general desire 
to imitate it. The noble freedom of women in family life, as 
improved and strengthened by Christianity and the women’s 
movement, probably reaches a higher level here and now than 
has ever before been reached in the social history of the world ; 
the reverse of all this, the fundamental degradation of women in 
the ancient classical1 societies, was probably the festering sore 
which finally rotted to the very heart the wonderful but short- 
lived civilization of Athens.

The late Dr. Arthur Verrall, whose opinion as an eminent 
scholar and a good feminist I venture to quote, stated in one of 
his essays that " the radical disease of which more than of any­
thing else the ancient civilizations perished was their fundament­
ally imperfect ideal of womanhood.” The predominance of the 
wife and mother in the home has been a source of strength and 
vitality which counts enormously for good in our type of civiliza­
tion. How far the dependence of children on their parents 

, forms an essential part of the structure of our society I think 
can perhaps hardly be measured. I have already referred to its 
influence for good on parents, forming sometimes the very 
strongest influence in their lives. The children, too, in their 
turn, while in their infancy they accept all the sacrifices of their 
parents as a matter of course, remember them later with gratitude 
and reverence, sometimes, perhaps, almost with remorse, knowing 
how little they appreciated these services while they were being 
rendered. When this is the case, the impression made very 
often only deepens with the years, and causes parents to resolve 
that as they cannot in many cases repay the debt they owe their 
own forebears, they will at least carry on the tradition by doing 
for their own children what their parents had done for them. 
There is a beautiful French proverb which says : " When le bon 
Dieu found He could not be everywhere. He invented mothers.”

I now pass to another aspect of the subject. This so-called 
" Endowment ” would add to the already tremendously heavy 
taxation of the country, a sum variously estimated at between 
£200,000,000 and £400,000,000 annually. Let us consider how 
far we have gone already in adding to continually increasing 
financial burdens. We turned with alarm from a proposal 
advocated by members of the late Labour Government, before 
they were in office, to make a levy on capital. But those who 
are now pressing for what is called “ Family Endowment ” are 
in fact advocating such a levy without calling it by that name. 
There is a very useful body called the Denison House Committee 
on Public Assistance, which from time to time communicates 
a letter to the Press on the enormously rapid, growth in recent 
years of the sums expended in this country on Public Assistance. 
Such a letter appeared in The Times on 1st November, 1924. 
It pointed out that this sum had increased from £22,600,000 in 
1890 (including 11} millions for education) to £63,000,000 in 
1911, and to £371,000,000 in 1922 (including £92,000,000 for 
education, and £8,900,000 for War Pensions, which are recognized 
as being on a different footing because they are rewards for 
services received, or compensation for injuries endured, in the 
performance of an essential national service). The writers of the 
letter point out that this huge sum is constantly being augmented, 
and urge that with the commitments and promises already made 
will amount in the near future to £526,000,000 annually. It is 
also pointed out that this immense expenditure has not diminished 
the cost of the Poor Law. On the, contrary, for England, 
Scotland, and Wales, this increased from £13,372,663 in 1911, to 
£46,845,586 in 1922 "Moreover, if it is argued that part of 
this expenditure is drawn from contributions of employers 
and employed, we reply that this is no reason for waste, 
and such expenditure is none the less a charge on the 
National income which exhausts the capital indispensable to 
industry, cripples trade, multiplies unemployment, and dis­
courages the productive energies of the workers, adding at the 
same time to the cost of production and the burden of the poor 
consumer. In fact ... the burden eventually falls directly or 
indirectly with principal weight upon the poorer wage-earners?’

Another element in the cost of Public Assistance and its rapid 
rise in recent years is to be found in unemployment benefit, 
usually described as “ the dole.” It cannot be denied that such, 
expenditure may have been, under the special circumstances in 
which our country was left after the end of the war, a temporary 
necessity, none the less can it be denied that it has in many cases 
counteracted the economic incentive to industry. We axe 

already the most heavily taxed people in the world. The annual 
sum now paid per head of the population is variously estimated 
at four or five times as much as it was before the war. One I 
authoritative writer (see The Times, 3rd December, 1924) puts 
it at £16 12s. 9d., while Sir John Simon, in the House of Commons, 
gave the figure a few days later (12th December) as £17 9s., as - 
compared with £3 11s. before the war. Such huge sums cannot 
be extracted from the population without materially diminishing 
the capital to be invested in developing trade and industry. 
Moreover, it must be remembered that local rates have doubled ■ 
during the period referred to. The rates raised in England and - 
Wales increased from £71,000,000 in 1914, to £144,000,000 during 
1924. (See The Times, 15th December, 1924.)

To this enormous load of taxation under which our Country is 
staggering, Miss Rathbone’s proposal would add another yearly 
charge, varying as I have said, from £240 to £400,000,000.

With regard to the criticism that " Family Endowment " 
would diminish or even destroy the incentive to industry, 
Miss Rathbone’s reply is that this type of objection is usually 
applied by well-to-do people to the working classes, but never, 
by well-to-do people to themselves. I cannot accept this 
criticism as justified by the facts. I certainly have heard it 
applied without the least trace of class distinction where the 
circumstances seemed to warrant it. I could myself cite within 
my own small experience cases in which well-educated young 
professional men, after an expensive training, absolutely declined 
the daily drudgery which the opening years of professional life 
often call for. They preferred being kept by their wife’s family 
or to live in comfortable idleness on the slender earnings of A 
sisters who were high-school mistresses. I can also' give an 
instance of a more general character : a near relative of my own, 
a man of good education and of wide business experience, was 
left sole guardian to a family of eight young children. Their 
father had left behind him money enough to endow (really 
endow this time) each child, as he came of age, with a capital 
sum which was estimated to bring in an income of £300 a year. 
Their guardian after a few years’experience of this scheme was 
most vehement in his denunciation of it. He used to say that 
no better plan could have been devised for sending these eight 
children to a highly undesirable place. When they are boys and 
girls at school, he would say, they regard £300 a year as an 
inexhaustible fortune ; they don't find out until too late that it 
is nothing of the kind; but by the time they begin to understand 
this they have acquired habits of loafing and idleness from which 
they never succeed in freeing themselves. I confess that until , 
recently I had looked upon the proposals for " Family Endow­
ment ’’ throwing upon the. Exchequer an additional annual 
charge of some three of four hundred millions a year as fantastic, 
simply from its own inherent disadvantages, but it seems to 
me now that I was mistaken and that it may become a real danger. 
I recognize, of course, that Miss Rathbone, Mr. H. G. Wells, and . 
other distinguished advocates of throwing the financial burden 
of the bringing up of children on the national exchequer, argue - 
that this would not be a new burden, but rather a new way of 
meeting existing charges. I believe, however, that this source 
of consolation is highly illusory. No allowance is made for the 
cost of administration and distribution. Each General Election 
as it came round would offer great opportunities for pressing 
for the increase of the weekly or monthly family allowance. 
All economies would be represented as contemptible cheese- 
paring, and constant pressure would be exerted to get larger and 
larger allowances guaranteed by the State.

I have lately been looking over a paper I wrote about two 
years ago on the changes in the law favourable to women which 
have been effected since we got the vote. One of the most 
significant of these was the raising of the maximum sum which 
could be charged under an affiliation order on the father of an 
illegitimate child. For as many years as I can remember the 
maximum that such a father (whatever his wealth) could be - 
ordered to pay was 5s. a week. Immediately that women 
became voters this was raised without any agitation whatever 
to 10s. a week, and in 1922 the maximum was again raised to 
20s. a week. Imagine what use could be made of these facts 
by a clever agitator who was pressing for the raising of the sum 
allowed by the State under the plan of “ family endowment.” 
How outrageous that respectable children, members of an 
honourable family, should only have 8s. or 10s. a week, while 
the base-born might have as much as 20s. There would be a . 
constant, and a constantly successful, pressure brought to bear 
on the Guardians of the Public Purse to give larger and larger 
allowances.

But I end as I began: my deepest and most irremovable 
objection to the whole scheme is based on the irreparable injury 
done to parents and children alike by, withdrawing from parents 
the financial responsibility for the upbringing of their children.

The strongest and most universal element in the education of 
all of us is responsibility. What should be aimed at in our public 
institutions, as well as in our private life, is the combination of 
responsibility with liberty. Of course, there can be no respon­
sibility without liberty. It rests with us in this, as in other 
great issues, to make the right choice and to see that extended 
liberty is not used to undermine responsibility.

THE POLITICAL EDUCATION OF WOMEN 
IN THE CONSERVATIVE PARTY.

The Representation of the People Act, 1918, including in its 
provisions the right of over 8,000,000 women to vote at 
Parliamentary elections, made their political education a matter 
of urgent necessity to the Conservative as well as other parties..

The formation of an efficient organization able to cope with 
so large a task was considered immediately by the National 
Unionist Association, and the Executive Committee resolved to 
approach the officials of the Women’s Unionist and Tariff 
Reform Association; whose headquarters were established in 
the same building as their own, with a view to obtaining their 
co-operation with the National Unionist Association, so that their 
organization might be placed at the disposal of the Central 
office and that there might be complete unity at Headquarters. 
This Association was formed in 1904, at the height of Mr. Joseph 
Chamberlain’s Tariff Reform campaign, and had achieved 
notable success throughout the country, largely owing to the 
splendid pioneer work of its first secretary. Miss Violet Brooke- 
Hunt, who received the active support of Lady Boscawen, 
Lady Maxse, Miss Beatrice Chamberlain, and many others. 
The call to come to the aid of the N.U. Association was at once 
responded to; the Association was renamed the Women’s 
Unionist Association, and thus became the official body 
responsible for the political education of the women electors.

It was urged at the outset that the Women’s Association should 
have separate officers, members, and funds, as apart from the 
Men’s Association, at the same time providing that women should 
be adequately represented on the Executive Committee in every 
division which is responsible for the election of candidates and 
the approval of the Party Programme, and that they should 
also be represented on the Management Committees, Provincial 
Divisions, the N.U. Association Council, and finally the Executive 
Committee of the whole Party. The system has enabled women 
to realize their responsibilities in a practical way, and the 
educational value of the administrative work and management 
involved cannot be overestimated.

The political education of women, if it is to be done efficiently, 
requires a staff of highly skilled organizers, and the successful 
results already achieved are very largely owing to the genius for 
organization, untiring energy, and selfless devotion of the 
district agents and secretaries of Divisions, who are largely 
responsible for the amount of educative work done throughout 
the country. Meetings are held in every ward of every con- 
stituency once a month, and sometimes fortnightly. The 
education of those women whose domestic duties prevent them 
from attending meetings' is not overlooked. House-to-house 
visits are made and small cottage meetings held, at which politics 
are discussed and perhaps an informal address given. One of 
the chief aims of the Association is to promote friendliness and 
co-operation among all classes, and the achievement of that 
object cannot fail to be productive of good to the whole com­
munity.

There are many indications of the great progress that is being 
made in the political education of women in the Conservative 
Party. In the early days of the Association speakers would be 
asked to lecture on such elementary subjects as " How to Vote,” 
“ Why Women should Vote,” etc., etc. To-day there is a demand 
for lectures on “ German Reparations," “ International Debts.". 
" Imports and Exports,” " Taxation,” " Social Reforms affecting 
Women,” and lectures dealing with the Empire and kindred 
subjects. These lectures are chosen by the women themselves', 
and branch secretaries frequently tell one that they are developing 
a very critical spirit. Vague speeches on political questions 
are not enough; facts, are wanted and reasoned argument 
expected to meet some of the thorny problems of the present 
time. There is an increasing demand for speakers, and one of 

the most welcome signs of educational progress is the growing 
number of working women -speakers for the Association.

Another indication of the progress made is in the demand for 
speakers’ classes. The number of these classes is growing apace. 
Those who wish to qualify to speak in publie must necessarily 
know something of political history, and gain accurate know- 
ledge about present-day political questions, and are encouraged 
to study for themselves. The Phillip Stott College affords ample 
opportunity for those who wish to equip themselves with wider 
political knowledge. Established in 1923, through the generosity 
of Sir Phillip Stott, who gave Overstone Park, near Northampton, 
to the Unionist Party, the College has already proved an 
astonishing success. Its original object was to give working men 
and women of the Party the advantages of education in Con- 
stitutional History, Economics, and special lectures on such 
subjects as Trade Union Law, etc. Since the College was opened 
all classes of men and women have been enrolled as students, 
it may be of interest to give the figures showing how the number 
of women who attend the College is increasing in proportion to the 
number of men who attend. In 1923 the total numbers were 441, 
of which 143 were women. Last year the students numbered 
910, of which .407 were women. Among these latter were a 
number of women in various trade unions, teachers, dressmakers 
cotton-operatives, etc. The appeal that the College makes to the 
student is no doubt owing to the fact that it is not propagandist 
in its teaching. Its aim is to be free of bias and party 
prejudice. A glance at the list of the professors who give the 
various, lectures will show how faithfully those who are 
responsible for arranging them keep to that aim.

Evelyn Deakin.

THE LAW AT WORK.1
THE PRISONS REPORT.

The Annual Report of the Prison Commissioners which has 
just been published is as interesting as ever, and its adequate 
consideration would require many columns of our paper. We 
are struck as usual by the amazing decrease in the number of 
prisoners since the days before the war—from 158,000 who were 
then annually received into prison on conviction to 46,000 
•last year. This is also a. decrease of 1,244 on the previous year, 
or of 2,616 if we include those received as debtors, etc., as well as 
the convicted. It must be remembered that last year was one 
of widespread unemployment, likely to lead to an increase in 
crime. This reduction does not raise any extravagant hopes 
in the minds of the Prison Commissioners. They content 
themselves with the statement that " present circumstances 
and the history of the past few years give us reason to hope 
that the prison population will not only not. increase in the 
near future, but will show a steady, if slow, decline.”

Educational work in prisons advances very slowly, and what 
advance there is is due to the zeal of volunteers and not to any 
additional provision by the State. In fact State provision 
has declined. The prison officer teachers have declined in 
number from 33 to 26 and the certificated teachers from 16 to 12. 
The three local prisons in which no elementary education is 
given at all remain as last year. It is deplorable that this 
all-important part of prison training should remain so starved 
for want of money as it is to-day. It is disappointing too that 
the very valuable experiment of forming a Club or League of 
Honour for certain selected prisoners has made no progress 
whatever since last year. The two Clubs at Nottingham and 
Dorchester which were reported upon in 1923 continue to be 
successful, but not another one has been added.

The Report gives a detailed statement concerning the lads 
and girls under 21 sentenced to imprisonment. The Com- 
missioners show thereby the great importance they attach 
to this question and their sense of the disastrous effect of 
imprisonment on these young people. Happily the number 
has decreased, including that of first offenders of this age sent to 
prison, but it is still deplorably large. It is specially depressing 
to read of the number sent to prison for trivial offences in default 
of paying a fine. It shows a great want of imagination in 
magistrates that, with the experience they must all have of 
“ hardened ” offenders who started their prison career in their 
teens and have been, in and out of prison ever since, they should 
for a trifling offence start a lad or girl on such a career by thus 
familiarizing them with the inside of prison walls. Perhaps

‘ Under the direction of Mrs. C. D.' Backham, J.P., Miss S. Margery Fry^ 
f P.^ with Mrs. Crofts^ M.A., BL.B.^ as Hon. Solicitor.



THE WOMAN’S LEADER. January 30, 1925. JANUARY 30, 1925. THE WOMAN’S LEADER.

the most needed of all reforms is the provision of separate 
establishments quite apart from ordinary prisons for those 
young people for whom some period of institutional treatment 
is an absolute necessity.

We are glad to read that in local prisons the new clothing 
and the new cell furniture are to be generally adopted, and 
that at most prisons attendance at chapel is now voluntary. 
On the other hand, we regret that the cases of corporal punish­
ment inflicted on prisoners was 12 last year, as compared with 
5 in the previous year and 2 in the year before that. The offence 
in every case was violence to an officer, and six occurred in 
one prison.

The report on the Preventive Detention carried out at 
Camp Hill is disappointing. It is found that, during the period 
since the war when employment has been hard to find, a large 
number of men discharged' from Camp Hill have been 
re-convicted. Out of 377 men who have been discharged since 
the prison was opened, all but 42 have either been re-convicted, 
or lost sight of, or are dead, or an unsatisfactory report has been 
received of them. It seems hopeless : these men behave well 
in prison, but, as it is said, " frequently the worst man is the 
best prisoner." The only remedy for this state of things 
suggested in the Report is a counsel of despair—that a longer 
period should be spent by each man at Camp Hill before a 
a license is granted. They have all served a sentence of penal 
servitude before they get to Camp Hill, and it seems as if these 
long years of prison life only make them less fit to face the world. 
There is no doubt that many more hopeful cases would be sent 
to Preventive Detention were it not for the requirement that 
the offender must first serve a term of penal servitude, and 
a considerable demand exists in enlightened quarters for a 
removal of this regulation.

We hope to deal with the Report of the Borstal Institutions 
in another issue. C. D. Rackham.

“PENALTIES OF SOLICITATION.”
Everyone will agree with the Magistrate at Marlborough 

Street Court, that it is futile to deal with street solicitation by 
inflicting fines of 40s. or so. It is, in effect, merely a tax on 
prostitution—imposed by law on women only. Mr. Mead seems 
to look longingly at the Vagrancy Act, under which "riotous 
or indecent behaviour ” by a " prostitute ” can be awarded a 
month's imprisonment, without option,, for a first offence, but 
he says it is idle for him to inflict this penalty as Quarter Sessions 
"invariably alter or modify convictions." (Times report.) 
If that is so we are glad to hear it, but we fear few " prostitutes ” 
have the courage to take their case to Quarter Sessions. As they 
say frankly: “ It does not pay to resist the police.” In any case, 
it is clear perversion of the law to class the quiet perambulation, 
or even accostation, of the prostitute as " riotous or indecent " 
behaviour. It is morally reprehensible (just as is the behaviour 
of the male appraisers of women out on similar business), but it is 
neither criminal nor legally indecent, and this section ought never 
to be used unless there has been conduct of a genuinely riotous 
or indecent nature.

The Magistrate referred to Jermyn Street as being notoriously 
bad in this respect, and suggested that representations should 
be made to the Commissioner of Police and to the authorities 
that “the law should be interpreted in a different way.” 
Apparently Mr. Mead meant by this that it should be used with 
even less need to prove that anyone was actually annoyed. The 
truth probably is that the London police are somewhat aggrieved 
by the attacks made on them after a certain notorious case, and 
are acting on a negative, rather than an active, policy just to 
bring the public to a due appreciation of their services in this 
respect.

In our view the police have a legitimate grievance. About 
two years ago there was much talk about equality in the streets. 
The police evidently’thought people really meant equality so 
they arrested a few men for annoying women, and immediately 
got. themselves into trouble all round. It would appear they are 
now trying to achieve some equality from the other end by 
arresting fewer women. But this does not please everyone, 
and the police are blamed for the state of the streets. They 
retort that the present interpretation of the law makes it difficult 
for them to obtain convictions.

The fact is the present laws dealing with solicitation are 
obsolete and useless. It is not the police who should be blamed, 
but the law. What is required is an equal law for both sexes. 
The question of what the offence shall be, and what shall con­
stitute evidence that the offence has been committed is a matter 

for experts. All we say is that both the offence and the evidence 
necessary to prove it must be equal for both sexes. Wesympathize 
to some extent with the police in their difficulties, and we suggest 
to them that, pending a change in the law, they, might try the 
effect in Jermyn Street and elsewhere of a vigorous policy of 
" moving-on ” undesirables of both sexes, reserving arrest for 
cases of “ obstruction." Alison Neilans.

WOMEN DOCTORS : SUPPLY OR DEMAND.
MADAM,—Dr. W. Robinson, in The Times recently, attempted 

to prove the existence of " a glut in women-doctors " from the 
fact that large numbers of qualified and experienced medical 
women lately applied for a small resident post in a Children’s 
Hospital. Next day the same journal gave prominence to an 
article on Infant Welfare, by Mr. Benjamin Broadbent, which 
demonstrated the need for many additional women doctors for 
new-born babies and expectant mothers, with a view to lessening 
the deplorable and preventible infant mortality.

Though seemingly contradictory, both letters may contain 
truth. Dr. Robinson’s instance only shows that for many 
reasons, mostly economic, women on qualifying are often 
reluctant to venture on the risks of general practice, and are 
over-anxious for the financial security which even a small 
fixed salary gives. A man, similarly situated, has, at any rate, 
to live down no sex prejudices, and, as a bachelor, may even 
present attractions to certain elements in a clientele. But 
Mr. Broadbent’s appeal for more care for infant life touches 
the core of the trouble about public health. We have far too 
few doctors ; but they must be willing to share the work and the 
pay more evenly. The Panel System tempts many to under­
take far more patients than they can properly attend to.

I live in a little country town of just over 3,000 inhabitants. 
We have five and a half clergymen to care for our souls : two 
Anglicans, two Congregationalists, one Wesleyan, and we share 
a Baptist with another parish. We have two doctors, both men, 
who practise beyond the town in villages possessing their .own 
clergy. They are both very busy and very prosperous, dividing 
the extensive panel-practice between them, and thus effectively 
excluding opposition. It is a physical impossibility for these 
two men adequately to look after the bodily health of this area ; 
and yet, a newcomer would have a very tough job to establish 
a practice. Emphatically, we need another doctor, probably two, 
and they might well both be women, the population being 
preponderatingly female. •

I enclose my card, but for obvious reasons must sign myself
A Country Woman

WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE.
(British Section i 55 Gower Street, W.C. 1.)

The Protocol on Disarmament is to come up for consideration 
before the Council of the League of Nations in March. Mean­
while, last week a special Sub-Committee of the - Committee 
of Imperial Defence met, and this is to report on the subject 
to the full Committee on which are all members of the Cabinet. 
The Cabinet is to consider formally the Report of the Committee 
and the conclusions will be submitted to the Dominions Govern­
ment for consideration.

The League of Nations has recently published in its Armaments 
Year Book a quantity of Statistical Information on World 
Armaments, showing that some 5} million men are under arms 
in the world to-day. As many countries are conscriptionist, there 
is a still greater number ready for mobilization. Another 
publication on the Trade in Arms shows the amount of war 
material exported from various countries during the years 
1920-1922.

While the fate of the Protocol still hangs in the balance, it is 
essential to emphasize the other side of the picture, i.e. the 
attainment of security through disarmament and constructive 
organization for Peace.

In the Booklet just published by the Women’s International 
League on “International Co-operation” the question of 
sanctions is dealt with, especially in reference to conditions 
within the British Empire, the commitments under the Protocol, 
and the relative powers of the Executive and of Parliament 
in this country dealing with them.

In all these publications one point is commonly reached, 
“The moral of the last great war and of the state of Europe 
before it, is that great Armaments do not prevent war, they bring 
it about.”

NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES 
FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP.

President: Miss Eleanor Rathbone, C.C., J.P. Hon. Treasurer: Mrs. SoDDY. 
Parliamentary Secretary: Mrs. Hubback.

Offices : 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.
Telephone : Victoria 6188.

ANNUAL COUNCIL MEETING, 11- 14th March,
Teal—The President invites all delegates and visitors to the 

Council to tea in the Drawing-room of the Y.M.C.A. Headquarters 
on Thursday, 12th March, at 4.30 p.m. Those able to attend will 
be asked to give in their names at the Council Office on the 
first day. - _2 _

Recognition.—We are glad to be able to announce that Dame 
Millicent Fawcett and Dame Louisa Aldrich-Blake have accepted 
invitations to be guests of honour at the Reception to be held at 
Bedford College on the evening of Wednesday, 11th March. 
Dame Ellen Terry will unfortunately be out of town. The 
Reception is given to delegates to the Council, and visitors to 
all the business meetings are also invited. We shall be glad 
to welcome others interested in the work of the N.U.S.E.C. 
(Tickets, price 2s. 6d., from the Secretary, at Headquarters.)

DAME MILLICENT FAWCETT, G.B E.
The Executive Committee is anxious to arrange a function in 

celebration of the honour to Dame Millicent Fawcett, and had 
hoped to be able to make a preliminary announcement shortly. 
Unfortunately Dame Millicent is at present undergoing grave 
domestic anxieties, and would prefer that functions (other than 
the Council Reception) might be postponed until the Spring. 
It is hoped to have the co-operation of the London Society for 
Women’s Service in any arrangements that, are made for a 
celebration.

NEW AFFILIATION.
We have pleasure in announcing that the Gillingham (Kent) 

W.C.A. became an 'affiliated Society of the N.U.S.E.C. on 
22nd January.

DONATIONS TO N.U.S.E.C. FUNDS.
We wish to record our thanks for the following donations 

received since the New Year :—
£ s. d.

£1,013 1 4,

♦In recognition of Mrs. Fawcett's honour, and appreciation of her work.

Per Mrs. Fawcett . 1,000 0 0
Miss M. Bayley . •1 0 4}
Rotherham W.C.A. . 5 0 0
*Miss F. Sterling . 5 0 0
Waterloo W.C.A. . . . ■. 1 0 0
Chelsea Standing Committee for E.C. 1 1 0

QUESTIONS FOR CANDIDATES FOR LOCAL ELECTIONS.
We print below a list of Questions to Local Government Candidates, 

and hope that great efforts will be made by our members and others to 
bring these before the notice of all Candidates in the approaching County 
Council Elections. It is particularly urged that the question- relating to 
the right of married women to work should be brought to the Candidates’ 
notice.

1. Will you support the application of the principle of the Sex Dis­
qualification (Removal) Act, 1919, so that a woman shall not be dis- 
qualified on account of her sex from any post or office under the Council ?

2. Will you oppose the compulsory retirement on marriage of women 
employees of the Council ?

3. Will you support equal pay for equal work and equal opportunities 
of training, entry and promotion for all men and women employed by the 
Council ?. (Equal Pay for Equal Work means that men and women should 
be paid at the same rate whether this is to be computed by time or by 
piece in the same occupation or grade.)

4. Will you in any scheme for the training or relief of the unemployed 
include provision for women as well as for men. and will you pay special 
regard to the claims of those, whether men or women, who have 
dependents ?

5. Will you urge your Watch Committee, or your Standing Joint 
Committee for County Police, to carry out the recommendations of 
the Report of the Departmental Committee on the Employment of Women 
Police, 1924, and appoint Women Police in your area ?

6. Are you in favour of providing equal facilities for girls and boys in 
education, including technical and industrial education ?

7, Will you endeavour 'to secure the appointment of an adequate 
representation of women on all Committees and Sub-Committees Of your 
Council, either as elected or as co-opted members ?

THE editorship OF A CONTEMPORARY.
Our readers will be interested to hear that Mrs. Swanwick has 

succeeded the late Mr. E. D. Morel as Editor of Foreign Affairs. 
It is gratifying to know that the paper will thus remain in 
enterprising and expert hands.

CORRESPONDENCE.
THE TEMPERANCE LEGISLATION LEAGUE AND PROHIBITION.

MADAM,—Referring to your interesting report of the meeting, arranged 
by the Temperance Legislation League, held at Women's Service House 
on Friday, 16th January, will you allow me to make a statement 
with regard to the attitude of the League on the question of Prohibition ?

The position of supporters of the League is that, whilst individuals may 
hold varying views as to the desirability or the reverse of this as a method 
to be adopted, if and when the people of any country desire it, they are 
united in believing that it is an impracticable proposal for this country 
in the light of present-day public opinion, and that some such scheme as 
the Carlisle experiment offers the surest means of advance. Having regard 
to the conditions peculiar to this country, the essential preliminary in 
practical temperance reform must necessarily be a settlement of the 
vested interests of the trade.

M. H. Renton,
Organizing Secretary.

THE COUNTRY OF IBANEZ.

Madam,—The article on " The Country of Ibanez " in your issue of 
the 16th instant is a very interesting one and shows that there is 
undoubtedly a progressive movement among women in Spain, but the 
impression given in it as to the extent to which municipal suffrage has 
so far been granted to women is not quite correct. The Municipal 
Statute of the 3rd March, 1924, by which women were made voters for 
the first time gives the right to vote only to a woman who is " cabeza 
de familia/ ‘ i.e. she must be over 23 years of age, not subject to the 
authority of husband or guardian, she must pay municipal taxes and live 
in a house of which she is the head within the municipal area.

It is clear from this that only a small percentage of woman are given 
the privilege of the municipal vote, but it is a step in the right direction 
and may yet lead to wider developments.

E. A. Charlesworth.

LAFCADIO HEARN IN " KARMA” AND OTHER STORIES.
Madam,—It being now a good many years since I read My Japanese Wife, 

I was extremely glad to find this collection amongst our Christmas book 
gifts. " Karma,” if 1 remember rightly, is a word which in Indian Shastras 
signifies “ works," and is, I consider, a beautifully descriptive name for 
this story, said to be the most personal product of Hearn’s pen; ranking 
with his best work, and thought by some to describe his own experience. 
The picture is drawn of a man deeply, reverently, in love with a girl, 
inspired with such an awe of her, that it is long before he can bring himself 
to confess his passion. Other writers may have described their heroines 
as exacting similar mental exercises and confessions before accepting an 
offer of marriage • if so, I have not read of them.

But, as I finished it, I wondered whether anything in all that has recently 
been written in advocacy of chastity among young men, could be more 
beautifully done, or, in any way be a more forcible appeal. Doubtless, 
some on reading the story, would dismiss it as highflown idealism, impossible 
of attainment. But, in view of the number of disappointments in marriage 
which we bear of, and read of, some such request might, in my opinion, 
very properly be made by all women contemplating matrimony. We shall 
not reduce the social evil, nor the prevalence of the terrible diseases which 
are the consequence of vice, until we teach boys and youths that chastity 
is as binding on one as the other. I wonder if any other readers of The 
Woman's LEADER have read the story ?

A Mother of Sons.

THE LADIES’ ASSOCIATION OF
THE ROYAL HOSPITAL FOR INCURABLES, PUTNEY.

A LECTURE
in aid of the above will be given by

MR. JOHN BUCHAN 
on

THE OLD AND THE NEW IN LITERATURE
On TUESDAY, 3rd February, 1925, at 5 o’clock. 

At 18 CARLTON HOUSE TERRACE 
(By kind permission of Capt. Hon. John Astor, M.P., and Lady Violet Astor).

Tickets can be had from Miss SUTHERLAND, 4 Lowndes Square. S.W.. and 

Miss GRENFELL, 159 Gloucester Terrace, W. 2, at 10/6 each.

THE TOWN CR1ER
The Magazine that helps to increase your income.

SEND FOR A FREE COPY.

THE MERCHANT ADVENTURERS, LTD.
190 Church Street, Kensington, W. 8.
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COMING EVENTS.

GUILDHOUSE W.C.8.
The Guildhouse, Eccleston Square, S.W.I. Special lecture by invitation ofFEB.

Farnham N.C.W. FEB . 3 . 3. p.m.

M McLachlan and n. whitwham—typists.— 
AvAe 4 Chapel Walks, Manchester. Tel. : 3402 City.

FOR SALE AND WANTED.

TO LET AND WANTED.

DRESS
POST VACANT.

S. W. 1.

PROFESSIONAL.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Name

Address

Kensington and Paddington 
the New House, Campden Hill Road, W.8. 
a Solution of the Equal Pay Problem."

| ADY who knows all the artistic corners of London will help 
— people to choose who are furnishing; £1 day and 
expenses. Same lady has opportunity of picking up antiques, 
and will draw up schemes for furnishing.—-Box 1,122, IHE 
WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W.i.

COMFORTABLE HOSTEL for Women Students and 
— others. Gas fires, electric light, telephone.—51 St. George’s 
Square, S.W. I.

ENQUIRIES SOLICITED,

INCOME TAX RECOVERED AND ADJUSTED. 
- Consult Miss H. M. Baker, 275 High Holborn, W.C. 1. 
Income Tax Returns, Super Tax Returns, Repayment Claims 
of all descriptions. Telephone: Holborn 377.

TYPEWRITING executed promptly. Careful, intelligent 
- work by expert lad y. Very reasonable terms.—Box 

1,099, Woman's Leader, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.

THE "OLIO" RECIPE BOOK cannot be beaten for 
- Reliability, Cheapness, Goodness. Edition XI V enlarged 

to 1,776 Recipes and Hints. Paper 2s. 6d., cloth 4s. All 
Booksellers.

J ONDON SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SERVICE, 
- 35/37 Marsham Street, Westminster. Weekly meetings, 
5 P.m. Tuesdays, February and March. Topical subjects, 
influential speakers. See ‘Coming Events" each week. 
Admission free. All welcome.

DEQUIRED, woman to undertake work of cottage near 
Sevenoaks, mostly used at week-ends. Cooking, house- 

work, and some garden work. No objection to child-—Box 
15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster,

TYPEWRITING AND PRINTING, Etc.

1 ADIES RESIDENTIAL CHAMBERS.— Double and 
— single Bed-sitting rooms, gas fires (own meters), meals 
optional. Near High Street and Gloucester Road Stations. • 
Telephone: Western 1201.— Box1,116, THE WOMAN’S LEADER, 
15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S. W. I.

T ADIES who wish to live on the South Coast and furnish 
— their own Bedroom should write to "Votu," THE 
WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S. W. 1.

DOCTOR S DAUGHTER takes 2 or 3 children, age 2 to 8, 
— in modern country house, 15 miles Baker Street. Holi­
days or entire charge. First lessons; references exchanged.— 
Box I,Ir8, The Woman’s LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, West- 
minster, S.W. 1.

LACE —All kinds mended, cleaned and restored ■ 
. embroidery undertaken; church work, monograms, 
initials.—Beatrice, Box 1,017, WOMAN’S Leader, 15 Dean’s 
Yard, Westminster, S.W.I.

Please send The WOMAN'S LEADER to me for twelve months. I enclose 6/6.

FELLOWSHIP SERVICES, Guildhouse, Eccleston
Square, S.W. 1. Sunday, Ist February. 3.30, Music;

Lecturer: The Rev. Percy Dearmer, D.D. 6.30, Maude 
Boyden : A way of life for those outside the Churches.”

Croydon W.C.A. (South). FEB. 2.
S. Croydon. Miss Elkin on ‘‘All-in Insurance."

"EROCKLLTS." Mrs. Elborough, c/o Madame Sara, 163 
. Ebury Street (5 min. Victoria Station). Tel., Ken. 3947. 
Children’s Dresses of original and practical design. Coats, Caps, 
etc., etc. Smocks a speciality. Fancy Dresses. Open daily 
(Saturdays excepted) 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

I OSTWITHIEL, CORNWALL.—Lawrance House School 
—4 (The Misses Groombridge and Tasman). Boarding School 
for Girls; ideal climate for Anglo-Indian children. Highest 
references, and moderate terms.

SHORTHAND LESSONS by Correspondence.—Apply, 
Secretarial Training School, 9 Rose Crescent, Cambridge.

THE TAYLOR HOME SET OF THERMOMETERS, 
- including book of tested recipes and instructions for their 

use. (The sugar-boiling and frying thermometers are in 
silver-plated copper cases.) Price 28s.—Write, Box 1,089, 
Woman’s Leader, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.

the Guildhouse Play Centre and Junior League of Nations Union. Mr. Wilkinson Platt on 
" Wild Animals of England.”

LONDON SOCIETY FOR WOMEN'S SERVICE.
PEB.3. 5 p.m. 35 Marsham Street, S.W. "I.C.C. Elections, 1925 : (i) The Council's 

Work.” Speaker : Mr. K. Smellie (London School of Economics).
FEB. 10. 5 p.m. “L..C.C. Elections, 1925: (ii), The Council’s Workers." Speaker: 

Miss Rosamond Smith, L.C. C.

TEMPLAR PRINTING WORKS, BIRMINGHAM.
SPECIALISTS IN WORK FOR NATIONAL 

■ SOCIETIES.

K4 AI DA VALE.—Self-contained Service FLAT, partly 
furnished; for two teachers or lady workers : constant 

hot water, heating, restaurant. Moderate terms.—Box 1,121, 
THE WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.

JANUARY 30, 1925.

NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP.

St. Peter’s Hall, Selsdon Road,

Miss Elkin on “The Passage of Bills through

n. Annual meeting at 
Family Endowment as

CHARGES FOR PREPAID CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENTS.

INSERTIONS.

One;

12 Words
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2
2
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0
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Additional words
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Thirteen.

7
10
14
17
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0
6 
0
6

Id. per word.
PostalPayment may be made by postage stamps.

Orders and Cheques should be drawn to The Common

PILLOWCASES. 70 dozen Irish Linen Pillowcases, real 
good quality linen, buttoned, size 20 x 28 inches, 2 cases 

for 6s. 3d. Regular price 7s. gd. Linen-finished Cotton 
Pillowcases, buttoned, real good qualitycotton which will wear 
for years, size 20 X 28 inches, 2 cases for 3s. 34. Regular price 
45. od.. Write for Winter Sale List—TO-DAY.—HUTTON S, 
41, Main Street, Larne, Northern Ireland.

Cause Publishing Co., and crossed.

If a copy of the paper is required, postage should be 
sent.

Persons using a Box Office Number and requiring 
replies to be forwarded by post must send sixpence to 
cover expenses.

NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES 
FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for cash ; 
costumes, skirts, boots, underclothes, curtains, lounge 

suits, trousers, and children’s clothing of every description; 
parcels sent will be valued and cash sent by return.— 
Mrs. Russell, 10 Raby Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. (Stamped 
addressed envelope for reply.)

15 DEAN’S YARD, LONDON, S.W.I.

Edward Wright & Cavendish 
Bentinck Lending Libraries.
These two libraries contain some three 
thousand volumes, including sections on 
current political, economic and social matters 
of special interest to women as citizens, as 
well as a historical section of the Women’s 
Movement, which dates back to the 15th 
Century. Boxes containing approximately 
20 books are available for Societies, Study 
Circles, etc. 

SCALES OF CHARGES.

For individuals, 1 Os. 6d. per annum for two volumes 
at a time, or 4d. per volume per week.

For Societies of the N.U.S. E. C.,£1 Is. per annum, 
or 7s. 6d. per box of books for three months.

For Societies other than those of the N.U.S. E.C., 
30s. per annum, or 10s. 6d. per box of books.

Inquiries should be addressed to the Honorary 
Librarian^ at the above address.

The Woman's Leader can be supplied direct from this Office for 1 ld including
postage. Send 6/6 to the Manager, WOMAN’S Leader, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W.i, and the 
paper will be sent to you at any address for a whole year. Persuade your friends to do the same.

Printed by STEPHEN AUSTIN * Sons, Ltd., 5 Fore Street, Hertford, for the Proprietors AND PUBLISHERS, The Common Cause PUBLISHING Co., Ltd., 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 
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