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Notes and Comments.

Funds. . . 4
Last Friday we “called the tune.” We must now all pay 

the piper.” Our readers will see in this week’s issue that Miss 
Courtney and Miss Palliser are attending a joint conference. 01 
Suffragists at the House of Commons with a view to arriving 
at some basis for concerted action. There never has been such 
a chance- for a great national movement of men and women, 
and the prospect will give us all the greatest hope. One thing 
is certain: not less, but much more money will be needed. it 

hardly be necessary to appeal to members of the National

conviction that, in any extension of the franchise, sex should 
no longer be a disqualification. They, ‘being of full age and 
competent understanding,' claim their rights as citizens, and 
Leg now strongly to urge their demand that women be included 
in any'Reform Bill you introduce.”
Suffragists in Public Works,

A correspondent writes:—" Anti-Suffragists have, for the 
most part, abandoned the position that woman’s place is 
restricted to the home. They now express concern that women 
should spend their energies in obtaining the vote, while they 
neglect the duty of serving on local bodies. It might be

can --—-o -- ...... .....— . ’ --; _ , 
Union to “ Back the winner—Women s 
Suffrage in 1912.” Mr. Lloyd George is 
to speak for the National Union 
February 23rd. We should like 
collection then to surprise him.

on 
our

Aaron’s Rod.
lastA correspondent writes:—In 

week’s Spectator occurs the following 
passage:—“The Conciliation Bill is swal­
lowed up, like Aaron’s rod.” The truth, 
as testified by Holy Writ, is that Aaron’s
rod, being changed by God into a serpent 
for the confounding of Pharaoh, swal- 
lowed up all the other serpents, which 
were the devices of the magicians, A 
previous episode in the career of Aaron’s 
rod was that when it was placed before 
the Lord with all the other tribal rods, it, 
alone, budded, blossomed and bore 
almonds. It is nice to know from the 
Spectator that the Conciliation Bill is like 
Aaron's rod—the rod of God. Let us 
hope it will prove so !

More Resolutions.
The following resolution was passed at 

the annual meeting of the Mid-Oxon 
W.L.A. :—

“That this meeting of the Mid-Oxon 
Women’s Liberal Association, while

inferred that it is
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regretting that women are not to be
included in the Government Reform Bill, relies entirely on the 
Prime Minister’s assurance that full facilities shall be given to 
the House of Commons for the adoption of a Woman Suffrage

Anti-Suffragists who are doing this valuable 
work. The subjoined table aims at 
showing what those women are who 
serve on local bodies, and whose presence’ 
there has so much increased the growth 
of feminism.

My information has been obtained from 
lists of membership of Suffrage Societies, 
from literature, and from personal 
inquiry.

The British Women’s Temperance 
Association is federated to the World’s 
Christian Temperance Union, whose 
“platform” contains the three “planks” 
—-Temperance, Purity, the Vote. Miss 
Willard, the famous president of the 
W.C.T.U., left it on record that when­

ever she got hold of a sympathetic poli­
tician, who admitted the desirability of 
some legislation she was anxious for, he 
always told her: “Your cause carries no 
votes " ; and so she was led to make the 
franchise a branch of the W.C.T.U. ' 
Hence readers of The White Ribbon 

will find that the organ of the B.W.T.A. 
is a systematic propagandist of Votes for 
Women.

The societies examined are:—
1. The Women’s Trade Union League 

(Executive Committee).
2. Women’s Industrial Council (Officers).
3. National Union of Women Workers 

(Executive Committee).
4-
5-

amendment, and also on Mr. Lloyd George’s promise to 
advocate such an amendment both inside and outside the 
House. This meeting further urges all Liberal Members of 
Parliament earnestly to support Mr. Lloyd George in the 
fulfilment of this promise.”

The Limerick County Council, urged by the Branch Com­
mittee of the Irish Women’s Suffrage Association, passed, 
nem. con., a resolution in favour of the Conciliation BH1, twenty 
being present, a

The Irishwomen’s Suffrage Federation, sent the following to 
Mr. Asquith: —

“The Committees and Members of the Woman’s Suffrage 
Societies in various parts of Ireland, which are included in the 
Irishwomen’s Suffrage Federation, wish to assert their reasoned

6.

National Anti-Sweating League (Officers).
Ladies’ National Association for the Abolition of the State 

Regulation of Vice and Promotion of Social Purity 
(Executive Committee).

British Women’s Temperance Association (National 
Officers).

7. The Humanitarian League (General Council).
8. The Penal Reform League (Vice-Presidents).
9. The International Association for Labour Legislation 
______(Executive Committee, 1910). _____

Society.
Number of.
Women. Suffragette Anti. "Neutral.

Unascer- 
tained.

Percentage 
of Suffragists.

1 11 6 — __ 5 54.5
2 13 10 --- 1 2 76.9
3 48 36 5 3 4 75
4 10 8 2 80
5 33 30 1 1 1 90.9
6 8 4 ---! 4 50
7 6 4 2 66.6
8 8 7 -- 11 87.5
9 5 4 == — 1 80
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One of the Pioneers. . 2 .
We have received from Dr. Garrett Anderson, with a Christ- 

mas message for publication next week, a subscription 01 25 
for the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies.

PoWnsave received quite a number of letters objecting to last 
week’s cartoon—some polite, some not. We think our critics 
are making rather a fuss. If women come into politics they 
must, like men, take their chance of political caricature. Our 
cartoonist was careful not to make any fun of persons, but only 
of policy. Some people have been confused enough to say we 
are all working for the same thing.” We are not,
W.S.P.U. has been opposing the solution of the question, 
which has, as far as we know, rallied the great body of all 
Suffragists. We believe that if they persist in isolating them­
selves in this manner it will end in their political extinction: 
We certainly cannot for one moment allow the only other 
alternative—that it will end in the extinction of the chance ot 
Women’s Suffrage—which is what the Antis are saying. We 
trust that when their leaders realise this, they will like good 
tacticians abandon an untenable position.

We could wish that our friends would not take everything 
quite so much “du , tragique.” The present situation has 
its comic as well as its serious side, and we think that it makes 
for sanity in human relations to see the comic side, and to bear 
with others when they see the comic side of our policy. It 
would never occur to us for one moment, as Miss Lowe 

suggests in her letter, to allow any jesting over the women s 
sufferings for which we all have the respect due to courage and 
sincerity. ' But political policy is another matter altogether, 
and we regarded it as fair game for good-natured chaff. We 
plead for a robuster view about women and criticism. It is 
demoralising to be supposed to be exempt .from criticism. We 
certainly are not. Why should other women be? It is whole- 
some discipline for us all.
Our Champions. . • .

In reply to Mr. Franklin’s letter on p. 638, we regret it 1 
our comment seemed to imply that we did not recognise the 
motives of the interrupters or the needless violence of Liberal 
stewards; one can’t say every thing every time, and we have 
many times acknowledged both. With regard to the points made 
by Mr. Franklin (i) it is true that the W.S.P.U. discovered-an 
ingenious device by which the blame could be thrown on the 
audience and not on the interrupter, but the fury of the audience 
is partly explained (hot justified) by their knowledge that this 
is a device. In Votes for Women we read constant glorification 
of their success in breaking up meetings, and their last week’s 
contents bill triumphed in having “silenced Mr. Asquith.” It 
strikes us as insincere to adopt a wrecking method and then to 
assume an air of injured innocence when it is called by its true 
name. (2) When we used the word “ fun ” we were thinking 
of the spirit in which these attacks are often made and described 
rather than to the particular conduct in that hall. The 
« serenading " of Mr. Lloyd George’s host and many other tricks 
and practical jokes strike us as being ill-natured " fun ” of a 
peculiarly indefensible sort. (3) Lastly, it is a little too much 
to expect that, even although Mr. Franklin and his .friends are, 
in their opinion, " suffering to help ” our cause, we, who regard 
their intervention as a tiresome obstacle, should feel any 
gratitude to them. We recognise that they mean to help us, but 
our emotions are much the same as those of a person swimming 
vigorously and in reach of the goal who was suddenly pulled 
under by an Inexpert swimmer anxious to effect a rescue. ." We 
•don’t want rescuing, thank you. We are doing very nicely,” 
would be the first polite intimation; but by and bye, would not 
the swimmer be tempted to hit out at the heroic ‘ rescuer ? 
May it not in the end beeven necessary to put him out of mischief 
and then swim to shore with him safely tucked under the arm ?

An Equal Standard.
Madame Avril de Sainte Croix gave, on December 5th, to a 

good assembly in the Morley Hall, an eloquent and profoundly 
felt address upon “Les loiset les moeurs; l’unite de la morale.” 
It was, in the main, a plea for moral and spiritual education; not 
only those to whom the law applied, but those who had to 
administer the law must be educated in order that the law may 
be operative. She illustrated her theme by the law of affiliation. 
No such law exists in France, she said, and English people are 
apt to pride themselves on having one. “ But are you sure, 
she asked, “that you have so much the advantage of us? Is not 
the indemnity a material one only, and is not the betrayed girl 
still ruined and the seducer still received in your drawing- 
rooms ? 7

She cited three countries where regulation had recently been 
abolished. In Spain no preparation had been made, public 
opinion had not been educated and the autocratic decree 
remained a dead letter. In Denmark there had been hard work 
on the part of the women, but they had not realised that the 
abolition of regulation was not the abolition of prostitution, and 
they had not checked the social and economic causes of prostitu­
tion. If you turn these women out of the houses into the streets 
merely, you have not fulfilled your duty. In Holland, finally 
she described the work as having been well prepared and well 
carried out and successful. The decree merely consecrated a 
change which had already taken place in the minds of men and 
women. Laws were nothing without a perpetual struggle, to 
prepare for them, to obtain them, to maintain them The White 
Slave traffic was, however, largely made possible by regulation, 
and you could not persuade a shrewd girl of the people that an 
act can be at once immoral and State licensed. She spoke of 
the abominable effects of regulation on those who had to 
administer it. 0/e

She made a warm appeal to women not to be different to 
the degradation of other women and concluded, F eminist as 
I am, convinced Suffragist as I am, I tell you your vote willbe 
as nothing unless you also win the equal moral standard, the 
ethical basis of law.”

Letting Loose Criminals. —
We wish to draw attention to the fact that Walter Perry, 

found guilty, at the Central Criminal Court, of the manslaughter 
of a little girl of five whom he had decoyed into a field and 
abandoned, was the same man who, in October, 1906, was con- 
victed of felony for taking away by force a. child of three. 
These dangerous criminals, many of them weak-witted, are con­
stantly being let loose to destroy children. It ought to be 
possible to put out of mischief for life a man who has once been 
proved guilty of a crime of this nature. Our failure to protect 
our children is a national shame and horror.

The Lace Finishers’ Struggle.
Mr. Mallon writes:—Readers of The Common Cause are 

writing to ask if the Lace Finishers continue to struggle, hey 
do. Some employers have been shamed into signing the White 
List,” others are adamant. It seems that for the larger number 
of women still locked-out support will have to be afforded until 
mid-February, when the new minimum rates will become obliga­
tory upon employers as a whole. Money, therefore, is still 
needed.

A feature of the strikes which took place during- the summer 
was the loyalty with which men and women workers supported 
one another. The feature is noticeable in this Nottingham 
quarrel where the local Trade Unionists are evincing deep 
interest in the grievances of the women. The local engineers, 
for instance, are levying their members to the extent of a penny 
a week, the Trades Council has issued books of penny tickets, 
and by a score of Unions, large and small, sums have been 
voted. It is no uncommon thing for a rough-looking workman 
to come into the office of the Women’s Union and put down 
6d. or is. in aid of the fund. In all these ways very valuable 
financial support has been given, some of it undoubtedly by men 
who themselves have little to spare. . But even more than the 
money one welcomes the spirit in which it has been proffered.

The old apathy of the male unionists in respect of women s 
organisation is passing away and in the next few years nothing 
is more certain than that the great men’s societies will enter 
actively upon, the task, initiated by the Women’s Trade Union 
League, of enrolling their women colleagues. . ...

Meantime the Lace Finisher s’ Union is waxing steadily in 
strength and probably one-third of the whole great community 
of lace home workers is at present on its books. Without 
undue optimism one may look during the next few years to their 
complete enlistment and to the creation, therefore, of the largest 
home workers’ Trade Union in the world. That such a miracle 
should seem possible is a sign of the happier lot that the future 
appears to promise to women in the industrial world.
Our Portrait. . ,

Miss Mona Wilson, the Woman Commissioner appointed for 
England by the Government, is a daughter of Canon Wilson, 
of Worcester, formerly Archdeacon of Manchester and Head- 
master of Clifton. Canon and Mrs. Wilson are towers of 
strength to the Suffrage cause in Worcester. Miss Wilson has 
been recently occupied in administering the Trade Board Act 
with regard to the chain-making1 and box-making trades; she 
has served as a member of the Home Office Departmental 
Committee on Industrial Accidents, and has devoted her whole 
life to the problems of women’s employment.
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The Right to Work.
In interpreting the speeches made in the House last Tuesday, 

and seeking for the motives which underlie the very harmless- 
seeming amendment passed, it is not irrelevant to consider at 
whose desire this amendment was passed, and how it came 
into, existence. Mr. Masterman’s own explanation of its 
origin was:, “The amendment which forbade the future 
employment of women at the pit-brow was opposed by me in 
the name of the Government, and with the promise to the 
Committee that, if they refused ii, there should be some attempt 
to give women some safeguard against injury to health through 
the using of too heavy work.” It is clear, then, that.this was 
a sop to someone; it was a compromise between two parties; 
who were those parties?

The fact is that the amendment cannot be justly considered 
on its face value. Of course no one wants “boys, girls or 
women " (one is struck by the odd order) to lift weights " likely 
to cause injury.” No one wants men to do so either. Are there 
no cases of hernia among men ? Of varicose veins of the most 
aggravated type among men? But, we are told, women are 
weaker and more helpless than men, and therefore they need 
the protection of the law, where men can look after them- 
selves. We are not going to deny that women are far weaker 
than men in the labour market, and that employers do fre- 
quently exploit mercilessly this weakness, to the great injury 
of the health of the women. We are in the completest agree­
ment with such factory legislation as provides real safeguards 
without putting women at an artificial disadvantage with regard 
to men. The establishment of a minimum wage, of reasonable 
hours, and of proper sanitary conditions—all these and more 
are on the right lines. But when we have so vaguely worded 
a regulation as this—“likely to cause injury”—and when we 
remember the cause of this agitation and the lamentably 
sentimental state of mind of many men on the subject of 
women’s work, we confess to considerable apprehension about 
the tribunal which is to decide the “likeliness” or "unlikeli- 
ness" of injury, and we should greatly prefer that women 
should be protected by an Employers’ Liability Act rather than 
by a provision which makes it possible for men who consider 
coal dust as " degrading ” to decide that any particular work is 
“likely to cause injury.”

The whole course of the debate on the amendment which 
followed and which was moved by Mr. Masterman (to delete the 
Sub-section which would have abolished women’s labour on the 
pit-brows for the future) and .the nature of the demands made by 
the Miners’ Federation, render it impossible not to regard the 
tender consideration for the health of the women with more 

than a little suspicion. Mr. Atherley Jones related how in 
1887 he moved for the abolition of women from the pit-brows, 
and was supported by the whole of the Liberal party and he 
regarded it as “ little short of a scandal ” that a Liberal Govern­
ment should now be found on the other side. We, on the 
other hand, regard it as a most significant sign of the times 
that, with an awakened womanhood rapidly becoming in­
structed, and on the eve of the political enfranchisement of 
women, the Government should take into consideration at least 
partially the opinions and desires of the women themselves, and 
not consent to the wiping out of a healthy and decent bread- 
winning occupation. Mr. Atherley Jones was eloquent on the 
"degrading ” nature of the work of “ tub-shoving ” even if it 
did not injure the women’s health ; Sir A. Markham also 
thought it was “degrading” to a woman to get coal-dusty, and 
several members asked whether gentlemen present would like 
their womenfolk to do this work. Now if this work had never 
been tried, it might have been more difficult to- prove it was not 
"degrading." But where work is being actually done, we may 
legitimately ask for proof of degradation if we are to believe it 
“degrading.” Are these pit-brow lasses degraded, as a matter 
of hard fact? We have never seen in England a stouter, 
healthier, kindlier, jollier set of women living a hard but a decent 
life. Mr. Atherley Jones congratulated England on having 
nearly abolished field work for women. We cannot share his 
enthusiasm, and we hope that many may yet return to it under 
better conditions. We regard the tendency to confine women 
to indoor work as a tendency very dangerous to health and 
sanity and when the effort is made to do this by compulsion 
we regard it as tyranny of a peculiarly aggravated type. Mr. - 
Atherley Jones is really too mid-Victorian in his theories of 
health. We of this generation know how many of the ailments 
“peculiar to women” were not peculiar to women at all, but 
to the confined, cramped, airless existence without healthy 
exercise and freedom to which most women used to be con­
demned. And nothing could be of worse augury for the future 
of the race than that we should endeavour to stamp out all that 
is robust, all that is racy, all that is bold and individual among 
women and reduce them all to anaemic, sedentary, nerveless 
nullities' No healthy-minded man or woman should regard 
healthy physical exertion as degrading either to man or woman. 
And as for coal-dust! We know of men miners who sit down 
to tea “in their black,” but we never heard of women not 
washing before they touched food or platter. The opposition 
to miners’ baths did not come from women. We think that 
the bringing into, the home of coal-dust is a great grievance 
and hardship for those who have to do the cleaning, but we 
have yet to learn that coal-dust brought home by a woman is 
more blackening to the house than coal-dust brought home by 
a man.

Again, Mr. W. E. Harvey (a miners’ representative) said— 
" we believe it is detrimental to them at their own time of life, 
and becomes more detrimental later on.” Mr. Atherley Jones 
also said the work “had a tendency to impair women in the 
performance of their most sacred duties.” Neither of these 
gentlemen gave one shred of evidence in support of this pious 
opinion, and doctors, matrons, and officers of health state that 
no cases of strain have ever come to their notice. Mr. Atherley 
Jones sneered most unworthily at Lanark and Lancashire as 
“dark and forgotten corners of the earth,” and compared them 
with those centres of light and civilisation, Durham, which he 
was “proud to represent,” Glamorgan, and Yorkshire. We 
should like to refer, Mr. Atherley Jones to the Government 
inquiry into infant mortality, and he would there see that 
Glamorgan and Durham have a most unenviable supremacy in 
the high death rate of babies, while he may learn that the 
sexual morality of Lancashire compares favourably also.

Mr. Harvey spoke of the " real reason " for the retention of 
women being that it was “cheap labour.” Here we have the 
“real reason" for the opposition. We are not out to defend 
cheap labour, but we submit that the way to improve the 
wages of women is not to take more and yet more employ­
ments away from them, and so to crowd them more and yet 
more into those that remain open to them; that is the way to 
lower, not to raise, the wages of women. If women’s wages 
are too low, let men combine and use their political power to 
raise them; they will find no opposition whatever to that on the 
part of the women. Let men insist if they like that miners 
shall not use foul language, if they think this really is so great 
an evil. Let men insist on proper sanitary accommodation, and 
all possible devices for modifying the injurious effects of the 
dirt incidental to the occupation. But when they have just 
passed an Insurance Bill by which men and women are taxed 
to the tune of 2d. a week per insured person for some II



THE COMMON CAUSE. DECEMBER 14, 1911. DECEMBER 14, 1911. THE COMMON CAUSE.628

millions of men, and for only 5 millions of women, they 
cannot quite expect us to believe that they are honest when they 
discriminate against women on, behalf of their “sacred duties.” 
If the health of women is more precious to the nation than the 
health of men, our politicians ought to remember this when it 
is a question of giving State aid, and not only when it is a 
question of taking away the right to work. The hospitals for 
women and children are full of cases where women’s “sacred 
duties” have been rendered hard or impossible by the actions 
of men, but these evils are never seriously touched, because to 
do so would be to curtail the pleasures and privileges of men; 
it is easier to restrict the employment of women.

To sum up: the whole agitation has a sinister look. The 
professed reason was to safeguard the health and morals of 
women, and many: ignorant and sentimental politicians were 
deluded by this. It has been proved that the health of the 
women has not suffered at all and that their morals are above 
the average. The real fact is that the women’s work is wanted 
by the older men, and therefore the purely masculine Miners’ 
Federation clamours for the forcible exclusion of the women, 
and is offered by the Government a sop in the form of an 
amendment, which may perhaps be interpreted by men to the 
disadvantage of the women. We hope it will not. But it puts 
upon the women the burden of increased vigilance and it adds 
to the presumptions against women’s labour which always affect 
them injuriously with employers.

Work of the Press Department.
The Press Department was started in its present form last 

March, and has therefore been in existence a little over eight 
months.

The necessity for this new activity lay in the fact that it was 
evident that the persistent boycott of the Suffrage question by 
most of the great daily newspapers could only be dealt with 
by specialised effort. Miss C. E. Marshall originated the plan 
for organising a separate department to deal with the matter, 
and laid down the scheme which has since been followed. It 
began with attempting to induce the editors of influential papers 
to give the subject a fair hearing. It is true that militant 
suffrage news had been already accepted, and we have perhaps 
to thank that section for breaking down the boycott in the first 
instance, but the motives underlying insertion in these cases 
were not by any means necessarily friendly to the cause.

Though the mention of the Suffrage was in almost all in­
stances courteously treated, it was evidently an interest not con­
nected closely with the editorial office ; and a certain remoteness 
of aspect was apparent, when editors were approached with a 
request for practical support. In some cases the topic excited 
aversion, but this was discovered to be not necessarily so much 
from the nature of the subject, as from the purely professional fear 
of the prospect of inundations of material and letters, if corre­
spondence was once thrown open, and the consequent difficulty 
of dealing with correspondents whose letters were not inserted, 
the dislike that the elderly male householder who controlled the 
choice of the paper would feel at the introduction of the feminine 
element in the Press, the complications regarding party policy 
and the formlessness of the material likely to be sent in.

In face of the fear of increased demands on waste paper 
baskets, the subject itself seemed to retire into obscurity. This 
only made it more apparent that there was general ignorance 
of the fact of the wide-spread desire amongst women for news 
of an entirely different nature from that provided on the weari­
some woman’s page, and it convinced us that the Press Depart- 
ment, if it were to be successful, must set itself first to make 
known the demand and stimulate it, secondly to collect the 
news and distribute it in such a form as would be acceptable to 
the Press, thirdly to give wider publicity to the constitutional 
policy of the National Union, and fourthly to further the organ­
isation of Press work in all the Federations of the country. 
Experience soon proved that our first Press Secretary had been 
right in her assumption, that it was largely the lack of proper 
organisation which had prevented the insertion of news. 
Members of the National Union were urged therefore to make 
apparent their desire for Suffrage news by appeals to the Press, 
and practical support was given to those papers which complied, 
by substituting them for non-Suffrage papers. The Common 
Cause published weekly notices on the attitude of the papers, 
and these furnished a guide for its readers.

The effective distribution of news has awakened interest in 
the movement generally and the demand for newspaper reports 
of the hundreds of meetings held by the National Union and 
other societies all over the country has no doubt contributed to 
make evident to the Press the fact that the thousands of

women who desire the supply of news concerning Suffrage 
cannot with advantage be ignored. At their meetings, the 
preference of Women Suffragists for certain papers is openly 
expressed, and the enormous power of women, as a factor to. 
be reckoned with in the Press and in politics, is being daily 
more fully recognised and also that it is the progressive women 
who are the motive force in creating the demand and not the 
•passive. The work that we have attempted in London has been, 
carried on throughout the country, through the Press Secretaries 
in each Federation, and again through the Press Secretaries 
in the Societies, who keep a close record of the attitude of the 
papers on the Suffrage question, organise a circulation of news, 
answer Anti-Suffrage criticisms, supply information to the papers 
regarding National Union policy, and see that reports of 
meetings are duly given, etc.

A description of the daily routine at the Central office will 
perhaps summarise the work best. The Press cuttings have 
arrived by nine o’clock and they must be sorted out and Anti- 
Suffrage criticisms answered, or sent to the Federation Press 
Secretaries. The cuttings must then be filed, and a record kept 
of the contents of each important paper, as well as a subject 
index of the matter dealt with in the more important ones. 
People frequently apply to us for information on various topics 
recorded in the Press. The provincial correspondence involves 
a constant interchange of information regarding, the organisation 
of Press work, arrangements for reports of meetings in the 
London papers, and of paragraphs for publication in the London 
Press. The news for the evening issue should be drafted by mid- 
day; that for the next day’s publication in the morning papers, 
by six o’clock. Advance notices of meetings must be sent, and 
arrangements made for daily Announcements to the Press 
generally. Reports of meetings are useless if they arrive a few. 
hours late. News reaching us from various societies must be 
drafted into shape at once, and all communications regarding 
by-election news and the latest information of the National Union 
policy must be despatched for next day’s insertion as a rule by 
special messenger, as quickly as possible. It is desirable that 
the various papers which demand news should have separate 
drafts, and the increasing readiness of the better ones for solid 
information render efficient and voluntary help necessary, if 
propaganda through the Press is to be effective and arguments 
well answered.

In addition, there are the weekly papers which, on the whole, 
are very favourable to Suffrage, and for which special drafts 
should be ready on certain days. The latest Parliamentary news 
can, of course, be obtained from the National Union office,, 
through the Parliamentary Secretary. We have besides, 
increasing communication with 21 foreign countries, where we 
have correspondents from Suffrage Societies. They send us 
special accounts bearing on subjects relating to the movement, 
and we, in exchange, do the same. The Standard’s “Woman’s. 
Page " has created great interest abroad, and we hear that one 
paper at least is imitating it in Italy.

Besides this, the Central Press Department sends occasional 
drafts of news to some selected and favourable large provincial! 
papers, which are also informed of important events through 
the “ Central News Agency ” and the “Press Association.” As 
the papers become more friendly, the desire for precise informa­
tion grows, and it becomes increasingly evident that the subject 
has passed beyond the limit of speculation and is in London 
and elsewhere regarded as one of the foremost political issues- 
of the day.

The burden of the Press Department, such as it is, falls upon 
the Treasurer, and subscriptions for this purpose would be most 
welcome. We should be glad to feel that we could ease the 
National Union of this extra expenditure, so heavy are the 
demands for funds, relating to the purely political aspect of its 
work just now. The actual expenses for one year are esti- 
mated at about ,200. This includes the salaries of the typist and 
Press Secretary. Miss Mackenzie is indefatigable, and often 
works hours overtime from love of the cause. Her services are 
also required by Miss Palliser for Parliamentary work. The 
remaining expenses include those for office requirements, print­
ing, postage, express letters, and Press cuttings, etc.

We feel that in many directions advance has been made. The- 
Manchester Guardian was the first important daily paper openly 
to champion our cause, when the Suffrage was not as popular as 
it is now, and one by one other papers have followed its lead. 
The Daily News in April promised support regarding the Con­
ciliation Bill, and now extends it on the basis of wider 
enfranchisement. The Morning Leader, Westminster Gazette^ 
Daily Telegraph, and many others have definitely declared their 
editorial policy to be favourable to Women’s Suffrage, and we 
hope shortly to publish a list of the leading papers classified 
according to their attitude.

In Scotland, the Glasgow Herald, formerly Conservative, 
now Independent, advocates a wide measure of enfranchisement 
for women. The editor of the Conservative North Wales 
Chronicle, who was approached on the question, has lately set 
aside two columns weekly, entitled “Woman’s World,” in 
imitation of the “ Woman’s Platform.” The focussing of news 
from the wider field of women’s interests in the “ Woman’s 
Platform ” of the Standard shows the force of demand for 
publication in the Press of the feminine point of view. It is 
difficult for those who live in London, and have the benefit of its 
traditional mental hospitality, to realise what such a page 
means to isolated women in the country, whose family and local 
surroundings are still hostile and reactionary. A daily paper of 
the kind must help as nothing else can, to relieve the weight of 
loneliness and disapproval, and upon such women the burden of 
new ideas rests.

In the eighteenth century we are told that Addison was the 
first secular writer whose productions formed part of the “tea 
equipage of the ‘ Virtuous Fair Lady.’" The essentially new 
reading he introduced vastly increased the field of English 
authorship by directly addressing women, and Thackeray says 
of Steele that all women are bound to be grateful to him, as 
" he was the first of our writers who seemed to admire and 
respect them.” Swift, like some of his modern descendants, 
finding the Spectator too feminine for his taste, pushed it 
angrily aside, saying : " Let him fair sex it to the world’s end.” 
Nevertheless we are told that its “ good effect upon the town 
was incredible,” and moreover that the Spectator lost its sale 
when the feminine element was dropped. If there has been in 
the Press a revival of this element in our own day, the impetus 
has come, not from one or two great and commanding intellects, 
but from the necessity which women have experienced for 
expressing themselves on a vastly enlarged plane of interest. 
This demand has already been partially met by members of 
the staffs of enterprising papers, whose sense of justice has led 
them to face the risks of novelty and to break through conven­
tional .traditions. If women’s opinions are to take a prominent 
place in the Press, it must be because the material they demand 
and produce is on as high a level as that of their best activities 
in other directions. It would be something achieved if an 
outlet could thus be made possible for a • greater degree of 
honest expression of opinion, independent of party politics, and 
untrammelled by considerations which have nothing to do with 
principles. It would be still more, if this could in future be 
done in the majority of women’s papers, and if it could be said 
of them and of that section of the Press with which they are most 
intimately connected, as was said of an ancient and sacred place 
of study in the past, that into it " no clerks may come, save those 
who love freedom, and freedom means honour.”

E. M. Leaf.

The Enfranchisement of Married 
Women.

It is generally understood that the amendment to the Reform 
Bill upon which the main body of Suffragist supporters in the 
House of Commons will be concentrated will be one enfranchis­
ing women householders, with the addition of married women 
upon either a household, a ratepaying, or a merely residential 
qualification. A few Women Suffragists have shown symptoms 
of a disposition to resent the proposal as giving an unfair advan­
tage to married women, “ enfranchising wives not upon their 
own merits, but upon their husbands’-" etc. This criticism is, 
I believe, based upon an entire misapprehension of the signifi­
cance of the proposal. But even if the criticism were justified, 
surely the National Union will not appeal in vain to women 
Suffragists to do as they have done in the past, and sink their 
individual preferences and distastes for the sake of gaining the 
immense advantage of united action in favour of a practically 
attainable end. To many women the Conciliation Bill was very 
distasteful, and none of us thought it completely satisfactory. 
The women of the Co-operative Guild resented it because, 
though it did not make marriage technically a disqualification, 
very few wives would, in fact, have been qualified under its pro­
visions. We of the National Union made frequent appeals to 
the Women’s Cooperative Guild to waive their objection for the 
sake of securing recognition of the principle for which we were 
fighting. Privately, I am afraid we sometimes denounced them 
as selfish, narrow-minded and short-sighted because they did 
not yield to our appeal. Now that the case is reversed, and 
that the new “conciliation amendment ” embodies just what
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the Co-operative Women asked for, let us live up to our prin­
ciples and accept it wholeheartedly. Personally, I feel sure 
that we lose nothing by so doing. Any form of limited 
franchise must leave some women out in the cold, but as 
between the Conciliation Bill and the new proposal, who can 
doubt that the latter is incomparably the better, based upon a 
sounder theory, more satisfactory to us as feminists, and likely 
to work out better in practice.

Take the simple point of numbers. The Conciliation Bill 
would enfranchise a million women or rather more; that is to 
say, the women voters would be about an eighth of the present 
electorate, and a tenth to a twelfth of the electorate when man­
hood suffrage has come into force. Which of us thinks that 
either proportion represents the fair share of our sex? It is 
impossible to estimate at all exactly what the number 
enfranchised under the new proposal would be, but the general 
guess seems to be six or seven millions—i.e., taking the male 
electorate at ten millions, the proportion of women voters would 
be about three-eighths.

Then as to the age of the voters. A woman usually becomes 
a sole householder upon the death of her husband, if married, 
or of both parents, if a spinster. Hence the majority of women 
enfranchised under the Conciliation Bill would be middle-aged 
or old. This is not the best time of life to be forming new 
interests and habits of mind. Under the new proposal the, 
responsibility of full citizenship would come to most women, as 
it comes to most men, soon after they have settled in homes 
of their own, while their minds are still plastic and their out­
look hopeful, and the other great permanent interests of life are 
taking shape.

But to my mind the great charm—the probably unintended- 
boon of the new proposal—is that it recognises and for the 
first time establishes in our franchise laws the truth that the 
status of a married woman is in reality and in equity that of 
a joint-householder, even when the house is taken in the hus­
band’s name and the rent and rates paid out of his wages. 
Surely it is not for Suffragists to deny this truth. Even 
popular sentiment acknowledges that the average household is 
as much dependent on and owes as much to the services of 
the wife as to those of the husband.

The significance of the new proposal is, therefore, more 
than political.. It would, I believe, do a great deal to raise the 
status of the married woman, especially in the working class. 
Her husband will see that the State recognises her partnership 
in the household and her full citizenship, and he will respect 
her the more for it. It is a most perverted reasoning that sees 
in the proposal anything invidious to the single woman. The 
wife is enfranchised, not in virtue of her marriage, but in virtue 
of her householdership. The spinster will also be enfranchised 
if she is a householder. It is true that one suggested form 
of the proposal is not “ women householders and wives of house­
holders,” nor “women ratepayers and wives of ratepayers,” but 
“women householders and wives of voters qualified by resi­
dence.” I hope this form will not be adopted, because it 
obscures the issue and does discriminate slightly in favour of 
marriage, since under it a few married women would vote on a 
qualification which would not hold good if they were single. But 
the difference is more theoretic than practical, since the 
enormous majority of married couples are householders within 
the present meaning of the word. We could endure a far 
greater differentiation in favour of or against married women 
for the sake of unity.

Finally, let me point out the political advantages of the pro­
posal to base the claim on the household or on ratepaying 
rather than on residence. We all know that if we are to be sure 
of a majority for the amendment, we must have a certain 
amount of Conservative support; Now the household or 
ratepaying qualifications, besides being thoroughly understood 
and appreciated by the whole country, appeal especially to the 
Conservative mind. They suggest stability and moderation. 
The householder—man or woman—is felt to have a stake in 
the country, an interest in law, order and economy. I believe 
that a good many Conservative M.P.s, alarmed at the influx 
into the electorate of a crowd of irresponsible young men, will 
welcome the married woman householder as a mature and 
moderating influence.

The proposed amendment is not a complete removal of the sex 
disability. But it is probably the most we shall get, and it is a 
far more substantial instalment of justice than the measure on 
which our hopes and our labours were bent only a short month 
ago.

E. F. Rathbone.
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Domestic Servants and the Insurance 
Bill.

a correction and an amplification.
This is to apologise for and to correct the statement in the 

account of the Domestic Servants’ Insurance printed in the 
issue of November 30th, that the sick pay of domestic servants 
is" not payable if she is receiving full pay when she is ill.’ 
Only in the case where the mistress guarantees full pay for six 
weeks of illness, and is, consequently, paying the lower weekly 
rates of contribution, is sick pay not payable, and only during 
these six weeks- In the case where the mistress has not given 
this guarantee, and consequently is paying the full weekly con­
tributions, the servant during illness receives her sick pay, 
whether her mistress continues to pay her wages or not.

A point requiring amplification is the mistress’s right to stop 
wages. Nothing in the Bill alters the existing rights of 
servants, or duties of mistresses, as to the payment of wages 
during sickness, or the giving of notice, should the servant be 
ill. The right of a servant to receive wages during illness, in 
all probability varies in different localities. It depends largely 
on custom. Where it is the custom that a servant has the 
right to full wages and board wages for a month of illness, 
she still has that right. On the other hand, however, a mistress 
and servant have not been deprived of the right to make a 
special arrangement between themselves, as to whether wages 
are to be paid during illness, except that any such arrangement 
could not include a provision for the mistress taking possession 
of the servant’s sick pay. The Bill makes any such provision 
in an agreement illegal and, therefore, void. The case, 
indicated on November 30th, where possibly, a servant might 
pay her mistress for board and lodging during illness, could only 
be possible where the mistress had fulfilled all obligations to 
her servant, whether those obligations were customary and 
legal, or under a special agreement. In practice, the case 
might arise where the mistress’s obligations having been ful­
filled, the servant was in the position of looking for lodgings.

Chrystal MACMILLAN-

Societies for Women under the 
Insurance Bill.

It is now too late to make further efforts to have included 
in the Insurance Bill the large number of women of the working 
classes for whom it makes no provision. The problem now is, 
how those women who are included can secure the best return 
for the money paid into the insurance fund for them. . Which 
is to be preferred, the Post Office or an approved Society ? 
Should an existing society be chosen or a new one founded? 
Is it better to insure along with men or in a special woman’s 
society? Should the basis be that of trade or locality? Are the 
interests of the voluntary contributor the same as those of the 
compulsory contributor? How can the second grade worker, 
who may not have good health, get the best return?

No discrimination is made between the compulsory and the 
voluntary contributor as to the State contribution of twopence 
a week. This is paid whether the contributor joins a society 
or goes to the Post Office.

There is no question that, in most cases, an approved society 
is to be preferred to the Post Office. Only the bad lives, rejected 
by all societies, should join the Post Office. This Post Office 
scheme remains in force up to January ist, 1915: It is not 
insurance, but compulsory thrift, with the condition, that the 
money deposited may be drawn out in the form of benefits pre­
scribed in the Act, but not otherwise. When the money is 
withdrawn, benefits cease, except in special cases. The depositor 
is empowered to leave a certain proportion of any money which 
may be standing at his credit at death to a nominee.

An approved society has two advantages. It is real 
insurance, in that the good lives help the bad. There is a 
pooling of risks. With respect to the other advantage, a 
distinction is drawn between the privileges of a compulsory, 
that is an employed contributor, and a voluntary contributor. 
Every employed contributor, of any age between sixteen and 
sixty-five, who joins a society within a year of the time the Act 
comes into operation, has paid to his credit in the society the 
special sum called his “reserve value,” which enables the 
society to pay him full benefits. This privilege is given to the 
voluntary contributor up to the age of forty-five only. The 
nearer, therefore, a possible voluntary contributor is to forty- 
five, the more worth her while it is to join a society, because the 
larger will be the “reserve value” paid into the society for her. 
Unmarried women, who do not come compulsorily into in- 
surance, should make special efforts to join approved societies.

The options for women, who may marry in the future, are

confined to those who are members of approved societies before 
marriage. It is, therefore, of great importance that women, 
shortly to be married and likely to give up regular wage earning, 
after marriage, should join approved societies before marriage, 
otherwise they will receive little advantage from the Bill. The, 
actuaries, in criticising the provisions for the women who marry 
in the future, are very evidently of opinion that these women 
are more favoured than those already married. They remark,, 
“it is a matter of consideration whether spinsters and widows, 
marrying within a short period from the initiation of the scheme,, 
should be allowed to take advantage of the above options " I 
“ Economise at the expense of the married woman" . is 
apparently the guiding principle of the remark- Noting it,, 
spinsters and widows about to marry would be well advised 
to postpone their marriages and not to give up regular wage 
earning until they have joined societies, so that they may be 
able to take advantage of the benefits of the Bill.
( Societies, to be approved, must consist of at least 5,000 
members, be self-governed, and not run for profits. Smaller 
societies are also possible if they associate with others so as to 
bring the membership up to the required number. Existing 
societies, if they alter their constitutions to come within the 
scope of the Bill, may become approved. They have powers; 
given them to expend money they may have received for pur­
poses similar to those of the Insurance Bill on their'members in 
other ways, at the discretion of the members themselves. It 
is an advantage to join a well-managed society, and these older 
societies have tradition and experience behind them. They 
will, no doubt, produce schemes for all types of persons coming 
within the scope of the Bill.

The societies are given the power to keep the men’s money 
separate from the women’s. The actual estimates are largely 
based on statistics of male lives, so that there is less certainty 
as to how the women’s side of the Bill will work out. Apart 
from the possible advantage of joining an old-established and 
probably safe society, there does not seem to be anything- to 
gain in joining a mixed society of men and women. Societies 
are to be managed/ by their own members, and there is a 
tendency—custom is at the root of it—for the official positions 
to fall into the hands of men. If separate women’s societies 
were formed it would give all the women concerned, some 
practice in business methods and the opportunity that is now 
lacking of working together. The actuaries’ original estimate 
put the number of women joining societies at 3,832,000 The 
working of these societies will give employment to a large 
number of clerks and other officials and should offer an opening 
for a new profession for women. Much might be said in 
favour of forming women’s societies on a trade basis. The 
largest classes are the domestic servants, the textile workers and 

. the dressmakers. Other classes having common interests are 
the shop girls, the sick nurses, the clerks. The textile workers 
are already in some districts well organised. It would not 
be difficult for their Unions to establish departments which 
might become approved societies under the Bill. The unemploy­
ment part of the Bill makes provision for the. payment to 
workmen’s societies, in certain cases, of one sixth of their 
expenditure in unemployment pay. Women should certainly 
make application for this. They are not explicitly excluded. 

This necessity of joining societies, gives women. a great 
opportunity for Organising themselves in a manner which might 
give them a lever to improve their economic position. Probably 
societies on a trade basis would be most effective. The same 
body of women, joining together to become an approved society 
under the Bill, might have an unemployment fund, and could 
draw up schemes for the additional benefits more suited to the 
particular trade. Bad conditions or irregular employment in any 
trade would quickly come to light and steps would have to be­
taken to improve those conditions.

Normally a first-class society would have a stiff medical test 
perhaps also a wages test. Since the Societies offer a better 
form of insurance than the Post Office, it would be. well 10 
have established a second grade, and perhaps a third grade 
society for women unable to pass severe medical tests. .Suc" 
societies might not be able to remain solvent if they paid the 
full benefits under the Bill, but it might be possible for them to 
pay somewhat lower benefits.Chrystal Macmillan.

Mr. Brailsford at the Council.
Mr. Brailsford attended at the Council not as a delegate, but 

as an invited guest, and he was not present at the deliberations, 
merely appearing to give an address, and departing after he 
had answered questions. 1. .

He gave an extremely interesting and enlightening review,9 
: the situation. Comparing the prospects of the Conciliation Bill' 

with the prospects of an amendment to the Reform . Bill, he 
reminded the Council that the Conciliation Bill had four diffi­
culties to face:—

i. The difficulty of time; the Government was pledged to 
give a week, or possibly a little more, to its discussion, but that 
week might have been deliberately wasted by the organised 
obstruction of its opponents, led by Front Bench men.

2. The danger of wrecking amendments, a danger against 
which the work of the suffrage societies had been directed for 
the last few months.

3. The uncertainty of its subsequent fate. If it were thrown 
out by the Lords, a possibility if not a probability always to be 
reckoned with, it would have to compete for time with Govern­
ment and other Bills in the same position; the Conciliation 
Committee and the W.S. Societies would then be obliged on two 
more occasions to go through the same struggle to secure time 
for the Bill in the House of Commons, and to defend it there 
in the Committee stage.

4. Lastly, the question might be still further delayed 
by Mr. Churchill's proposal to submit our Bill to a 
Referendum.

Taking these difficulties in the reverse order, Mr. Brailsford 
pointed out that, if Women’s Suffrage were introduced by 
means of an amendment to the Reform Bill:—

i. The question of the referendum and consequent delay 
immediately vanished.

2. Any danger from its rejection by the House of Lords was 
removed, as the Government was pledged to regard any 
Women’s Suffrage amendments carried as part of the Reform 
Bill, and the Bill itself would be passed again in the House of 
Commons in two successive sessions without any effort on our 
part.

3. The difficulty of time also disappeared, as an amendment 
to a Government Bill would have adequate time supplied for its 
consideration by the Government.

4. Finally, the great danger of wrecking amendments was 
averted; amendments to include women in the Government 
Reform Bill must be taken in descending order, the widest 
possible amendment first, and So on. It would thus be impos­
sible to employ against them the device of the opponents of 
the Conciliation Bill—an attempt to wreck it by means of 
ordinary amendments which would destroy the Bill on third 
reading.

With regard to amendments to the Reform Bill, Mr. Brails­
ford said that no doubt an amendment to include women on the 
same terms as men would be moved, but its chances of success 
were small; next would come what might be called the Nor- 
wegian amendment; its exact terms could not be defined, as 
the Reform Bill was itself not yet drafted, but it would enfran­
chise women on the general lines of the Conciliation Bill, with 
some large addition of married women; if this failed, an amend­
ment on the basis of the Conciliation Bill would be put 
forward.

He had, however, very little doubt that the “ Norwegian ” 
amendments would be carried ; it was the amendment which 
we had reason to believe would be supported by Mr. Lloyd 
George and Sir Edward Grey had definitely declared for it. 
If the voting followed party lines, which was the worst that 
could be predicted for it the amendment would be lost by 16 
votes. But the voting would not follow party lines, as there 
was not the slightest doubt that the Suffrage Societies could 
easily obtain not merely the nine Unionist votes required to 
turn a minority into a bare majority (nearly nine had, indeed, 
already been secured), but twenty or even forty Unionist votes, 
which would give a substantial majority, and this without 
reckoning the neutralising effect of Mr. Lloyd George’s advocacy 
upon Liberal Anti-Suffragists. The Norwegian amendment 
was, therefore, certain of success; but even if, by some 
extraordinary mischance, it should fail, there still remained 
an amendment on the lines of the Conciliation Bill, or the 
Conciliation Bill itself. This was a modest measure, but it 
would enfranchise a number of women large enough 
to make a force to be reckoned with; the number of Irish 
Nationalists scattered up and down England and Scotland 
was much smaller than the number of women who would 
vote under the Conciliation Bill, and it is universally recognised 
that they constituted a body whose views had a powerful influence 
upon elections. Mr. Brailsford dwelt upon the wisdom of accept­
ing Mr. Lloyd George’s offer to conduct a campaign in the 
country in support of an amendment to the Reform Bill, and 
ended his address with an appeal to Suffragists to do all in their 
power by avoiding wounding and censorious criticism to restore 
the unity amongst the Suffrage Societies which had existed when 
ali were supporting the Conciliation Bill.

Unionist Support for the Conciliation Bill.
The following letter has been sent to Unionist members of 

the House of Commons as a reply to the manifesto against 
Women’s Suffrage signed by Mr. Austen Chamberlain, Mr. 
Walter Long, Mr. F. E. Smith, and others :— 
• December 5th, 1911.

Sir,—Our attention has been called to a letter signed by six highly 
respected members of the Unionist party urging those Unionists who 
have hitherto been in favour of the Conciliation Bill to abandon their 
support of that measure. The principal ground on which this course is 
urged upon them is that the Government have announced their intention 
of bringing in a wide measure of electoral reform, and that Mr. Lloyd 
George has advocated the inclusion in that measure of a very extensive 
enfranchisement of women.

Some of us have long thought that the continued resistance of moderate 
men to the reasonable demands of women in this respect would lead to. 
some such result. To us it seems that recent developments only make nt 
more imperative to press forward the Conciliation Bill. If that were 
abandoned there is grave danger that the whole force of the women who 
desire votes would be devoted to the support of a suffrage amendment to 
the Franchise Bill acceptable to Mr. Lloyd George. In any case one of * 
two consequences must almost certainly follow such abandonment. Either j 
the Franchise Bill will become law, with an extension of the suffrage to ■ 
women so wide as more than to double the existing electorate—a result 
which no moderate reformer can approve—or else it will fail and no . 
woman will get the vote, exposing Parliament to the not unjust reproach, 
of having again " tricked "‘ the women.

We therefore trust that all moderate supporters of women’s suffrage 
will continue their advocacy of a Bill framed not in the interest of one 
party or of the other, hilt designed to give the vote to those women of 
every political opinion who have a direct and personal interest in 
national affairs.

Alfred Lyttelton I Hugh Cecil.
W. Mitchell-Thomson. Robt. Cecil.
George Wyndham. W. Ormsby-Gore.
GEO. CAVE. |

The London correspondent of the Manchester Guardian 
comments on this letter:—" The purpose of the manifesto " 
issued by several leading Conservatives in favour of the Con- 
ciliation Bill was, I am told, not so much to focus opposition 
against Mr. Lloyd George as to check the tendency among the 
weaker Unionists to desert the Suffrage camp altogether.”

And he says further:—" The Conservative and Unionist " 
Women’s Franchise Association has issued a circular to its 
members. While still holding to the Conciliation Bill, it 
expresses its willingness to consider amendments to the Reform 
Bill. Lady Betty Balfour, it is well known, is urging Con- 
servative Suffragists, if possible, to accept a broad amendment.”

Three Ministers on Women’s Suffrage.
On December 5th, at Plymouth, in replying to a vote of 

thanks, Sir Edward Grey said :— ■
" I am not, of course, going to make a speech now, but I should like 

to say this : I disapprove as strongly as anyone could the violent methods 
used by a minority. But remember that they are a minority, and, though 
I am not going to argue the question, remember that there are great 
masses of women throughout this country who do not resort to violent 
methods, but who feel as earnestly and strongly on the suffrage question 
as anyone, and do not be prejudiced against women’s suffrage because. 
you disapprove of the methods of a minority of its supporters. I would 
ask you to bear in mind, further, that to people who do feel earnestly 
on women’s suffrage it would be a most exasperating thing if the House 
of Commons, which has more than once sanctioned the principle of 
women’s suffrage by a large majority, were to proceed to give a still 
larger measure of suffrage than they already have without doing any­
thing to remove the bar to women having votes at all. (Hear, hear.) 
After an orderly meeting I thought it was due to fairplay to say as 
much as that on the subject. I of course, as you know, am strongly in 
favour of women’s suffrage, and continue to be so. (Cheers.)”

On Friday, 8th December, in Manchester, Mr. Birrell 
answered three questions sent him by local members of the 
W.S.P.U. He said :—

" The first question I have a little difficulty in appreciating, but Mr. 
Scott has explained it to me. The question is :—

" ‘ Since, as leading Unionist suffragists have stated, Unionist 
support will be withdrawn from any measure wider than the Con- ■ 
ciliation Bill, will Mr. Birrell admit the necessity that the support . 
for a democratic proposal for votes for women must come entirely 
from the Coalition forces? ‘

Do you all follow that? (Laughter.) I understand the allegation to 
be that a number of Tory or Unionist suffragists will not vote for any 
measure wider than the Conciliation Bill. I believe that to be somewhat 
of a delusion, because I am informed that at least six of the Unionist 
supporters of the Conciliation Bill are quite prepared to support what is . 
called the democratic proposal. I believe that the Tories who object to 
women’s suffrage did their best to frighten the timid Unionist supporters 
of the Conciliation Bill by saying : ‘Look here; you see this Bill is a 
mere subterfuge, a mere temporary measure, with a great big democratic 
thing behind it. Therefore you had better withdraw your support from 
the Conciliation Bill.’ But X notice that the supporters of the Concilia­
tion Bill have replied in a very spirited letter to that suggestion.”

The other questions referred to Mr. Birrell’s support of an 
amendment to the Reform Bill, and to his resignation in event 
of Manhood Suffrage being carried.
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Speaking on December 4th at 'the National Liberal Club, 
Mr. J. M. Robertson, Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 

Trade: Asquith had fully faced the situation in promising manhood 
suffrage leaving it open to those who wanted to add -womanhood suffrage 
SuNr“ker.ac"oney to bring in an amendment. Window-breaking was not 
the sort of thing which would make good Liberals withhold their. Yates: 
and they must fall back upon the old maxim, "Let.justice sane though the heavens fall? (Applause.) They had no right to2I,the 
sins of the window-breakers upon the great mass of women outside.

Mr. Balfour on Women’s Suffrage.
In view of the much debated question of the probable attitude 

of Unionists to a Women’s Suffrage Amendment to the Reform 
Bill, our readers will be interested in the following quotation 
from Mr. Balfour’s utterances in 1906.

On January 5th, 1906, he said, in answer to a question: 
“If, as we are promised by some members of the present 
Cabinet, there is to be a Reform Bill brought forward including 
Manhood Suffrage, I should never assent to dealing with the 
problem without doing my best to make it not Manhood 
Suffrage alone, but Women Suffrage also. By all means, 1 
you choose, let the matter rest where it is; I don’t think a 
Reform Bill is ardently required for either men or women. Hut 
the idea that you can deal with the question indefinitely, raise 
it every decade, and leave the claims of half the human race out 
of account, I think really is unreasonable.. There is another 
point. If it can be shown that in the legislation which has 
taken place, or which is likely to take place, there are collisions 
of interests between the two sexes which don’t exist in other 
relations of life, I think it would be very hard that the women 
should be entirely excluded from any influence on the political 
machine by which the interests of the workers of both sexes 
are to be determined. The idea which appears to prevail in 
some Radical breasts that you are going to have an enormous 
alteration of our present electoral system, and that the change 
is to deal with the male sex alone, and not to include any 
change with regard to the relations of women to our present 
franchise—I don’t think that will be found practicable, I dont 
think it ought to be found practicable, and, as far as I am 
concerned, it shall not be found practicable.

The second quotation is from a speech in the House of 
Commons on Tuesday, May 15th, 1906, on the Plural Voting 
Bill. He said:—“What we have to build upon as regards the 
franchise ... . is the historic basis on which every Statesman 
so far has built.............If you reject this historic basis, what 
are you going to put in its place? I heard a speech from an 
Hon. Member below the gangway, who seemed to think it was 
an obvious axiomatic principle of politics that every individual 
male over 21 in the community should have a vote, and that no 
man should have more than one vote.............That is approach­
ing the question not from the historical side .... it is 
approaching it from the purely theoretical aspect. If you are to 
be theoretical, in heaven’s name, let your theories be consistent, 
logical, and carried to their extreme issue. • ■ • • Even from 
the speculative point of view, which I repudiate, but which 
commends itself so greatly to the majority of the House, has it 
the semblance of merit? In the first place, why is this suffrage 
to be confined to males over 21? Why not females? I speak, 
of course, only for myself, but I can assure the House that if 
we are going to deal with our Suffrage system on these theoreti­
cal lines, I certainly should not so belie the obvious logic of the 
situation as to refuse my assent to Female Suffrage as well as 
to Male Suffrage. If you are going to consider the rights of
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Special Council Meeting,
December 8th, 1911.

POLICY.

I.
That this Council continues to support the Conciliation Bill, and regards the re- 

iterated pledge of time for its discussion given by the Prime Minister as of the 
greatest importance.

humanity, in the abstract, then humanity includes females as 
•well as males. It is perfect folly to ask this House to accept 
as a logical and symmetrical solution of the Suffrage question1 
a principle which is to exclude more than half the adult popua- 
tion of these islands. I do not know what are the views of the 
right hon. gentleman in charge of this Bill (Mr., Lewis 
Harcourt). I rather think he is a violent opponent of Women s 
Suffrage. Then do not let him come to us and say: In my 
opinion every man, from the point of view of the Suffrage, is 
equal because he is a man. ’ ‘ A man’s a man for a that. But 
a woman is a woman ‘ for a’ that.’ • • ■ • Let us, in dealing 
with the rights of humanity, not forget that more than halt ot 
British humanity consists of the sex which the. right hon. 
gentleman does not propose to enfranchise.

In Parliament.
THE PIT-BROW LASSES.

On / December 5 th, on the Report Stage of the Coal Mines 
Bill Clause 92, dealing- with the employment of boys, girls and 
women was considered. Mr. Masterman proposed to add to the 
provision that “no boy, girl or woman shall be employed in 
moving railway wagons," the words “or in lifting, carrying, 
or moving anything so heavy as to be likely to cause injury 
to the boy, girl or woman." Mr. Swift described the amendment 
as put forward to meet " a purely imaginary danger, ^invented 
and discussed by those who object to women working at all at 
the pit-brow.” Mr. Masterman explained that the provision 
was nothing new since the words were " taken straight and 
bodily from existing Law, the Employment of Children Act, 
1903.” The amendment was carried.

Later on sub-section (8) prohibiting the work of women, was, 
on the motion of Mr. Masterman, rescinded. Viscount 
Castlereagh, Mr. Stephen Walsh, Lord Wolmer, and Mr. 
Neville all spoke for the women; Sir A. Markham, Mr. Brace, 
Mr. Atherley Jones, Sir W. Menzies, Mr. C. Edwards spoke 
against them. The vote was 297 to 71 for withdrawing the 
prohibition. '

THIRD READING OF THE INSURANCE BILL.
On December 6th, on the motion for Third Reading, Mr. 

Forster moved an amendment that steps should be taken to enable 
further discussion of Part I. to be resumed next Session. He 
and Mr. Worthington Evans made a detailed attack on the Bill, 
and Mr. Lloyd George replied, not so much to them as directing 
his attack upon Lord Robert Cecil’s election leaflets. The voting 
went against the amendment by 320 to 223, and, subsequently, 
the Bill was read a third time by 324 to 21, the Opposition 
walking out.

SHOPS BILL.
On Friday, a portion of the Shops Bill, providing for a weekly 

half-holiday and meal times and making provision for local 
inquiries to facilitate early closing, was read a third time with­
out a division.

QUESTIONS.
A question asked on Tuesday by Mr. MacCallum Scott elicited 

the information that during the past six years there have been 
in British India 57 cases of torture of witnesses by police, and 
in 17 cases death ensued and there had not been any conviction 
for murder. . me —"

On the 4th, in answer to a question from Mr. Snowden, 
Mr. McKinnon Wood said that not only the woman commissioner 
but " so far as he. knew ” other women appointed under the 
Insurance Act would receive the same salary as men.

On December 6th Mr. McKenna announced the appointment 
of a Committee to inquire into the Jury System.

That the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies re-affirms its position that 
women are citizens no less than men, and should be enfranchised on the same terms 
as men. As means towards this end, it urges its members to ensure the enfranchise­
ment of women in 1912 by working both for the Conciliation Bill and for an amendment 
to the Reform Bill to include women on the widest basis for which a majority can be 
secured in the House of Commons.

III.
Methods.

That in view of the political situation the N.U.W.S.S. strongly asserts its conviction 
that the steady pursuance of the policy it has adopted will lead to the enfranchisement 

of the women in 1912, and emphatically condemns the resort to methods of violence in 
support of the Cause of Women’s Suffrage.

The above are undoubtedly the three most important resolutions passed 
at the Council Meeting held on Friday, December 8th. The two first 
define the policy of the Union, the third emphasizes its attitude towards 
methods.

The policy of the Union was very thoroughly discussed, for, although it 
was clear that there was general support for the resolutions passed, two of 
the Societies had sent in resolutions urging the Union to work in one case 
for the Conciliation Bill only, and in the other for the inclusion of Women 
in the Reform Bill as introduced, so that these points of view were also 
considered. Both were rejected as impracticable; the Union cannot confine 
itself to work for the Conciliation Bill only, when the prospects of the 
passing of a wide amendment to the Reform Bill are even more hopeful; 
and much as all suffragists resent the exclusion of women from the text of 
the Bill, it was felt that the wisest policy is to accept the concessions given 
by the Government, and to concentrate on getting an amendment carried, 
in Miss Sterling’s words, “to get stitched on to the Reform Bill.”

Resolution III. provoked more discussion than any other; the 
Council were united in their adherence to constitutional methods, but a 
minority wished to refrain, mainly on grounds of feeling, from condemning 
methods of violence.

Mrs. Fawcett, who moved the resolution, said that it was necessary 
in view of the misapprehension existing in the minds of many people to 
make it clear that the National Union had never been associated with 
methods of violence. “We have our duty,” she said, " to those who 
trust to our leadership throughout the country; it will depend on us to 
maintain the constitutional and non-militant point of view.”

Miss, Courtney in seconding, emphasized the fact that the resolution con- 
demned not persons but methods, and said that it was proposed in no spirit 
of hostility or bitterness, but with a profound sense of the responsi- 
bility, of the National Union towards its supporters all over the country 
who looked to it to vindicate constitutional methods.

The resolution was eventually carried by a very large majority.
. The .following three resolutions were passed unanimously and without 

discussion:—
, That the National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies desires to express the deep 
debt the Woman s Suffrage Cause owes to the untiring practical work of the Conciliation 
Committee, realising that without that work the recent concessions of the Government 
would never have been made ; they recognise that the value of the firm stand taken 

the Committee in holding the Government to its pledges cannot be overestimated.
thatthis Council, realising that a Member of Parliament who is in favour of Women’s 

Suffrage and who at the same time approves of a further extension of the franchise to 
men, can most effectively use his influence for Women’s Suffrage by being prepared to 
vote against the Reform Bill should it not include women, gratefully acknowledges the 
statement of the National Administrative Council of the Independent Labour Party that 
the proposals for franchise extension which do not confer citizenship on women should 
be opposed.

That this Council welcomes the declaration of the Labour Party that « no measure for 
the extension of the franchise will be satisfactory; which does not give votes to women » 
and urges the Party to enforce this declaration in the only way that will be effective 
by resolving to oppose the Bill in its final stage, if it has not been amended so 
as to include some measure of Women’s Suffrage.

The first of these resolutions was passed with acclamation; the National 
Union fully, realises what the Women’s Suffrage cause owes to the Concilia- 
tion Committee and in particular to Lord Lytton and Mr. Brailsford, and 
was glad at this juncture to have the opportunity of placing this resolution 
on record. The resolution has been sent to the Conciliation Committee, and 
the two others to the I. L. P. and the Labour Party respectively.

In view of the political situation, the questions to candidates at by- 
elections were revised and the following drafted by Miss Palliser and Miss 
Macmillan and subsequently amended by the Council and adopted

General.
1. Will you declare yourself in your election address to be in favour of Women’s 

Suffrage?
. REFORM Bill. -

2. Will you support an amendment to the Reform Bill to admit women on the same 
terms as men?

3. Will you vote for an amendment to the Reform Bill on the lines of the Conciliation 
Bill with the addition of Marriel Women?

4. Failing the passing of the amendment suggested in Question 3 will you vote for 
one on the lines of the Conciliation Bill?

5. Should a Parliamentary Women’s Suffrage amendment not be carried will you vote 
against the 3rd reading of the Reform Bill?

CONCILIATION BILL
6. Should no Women’s Suffrage Amendment to the Reform Bill be carried will you 

support the Conciliation Bill in all its stages and vote against any amendment to it 
tending seriously to divide the supporters of Women’s Suffrage?

It was left to the discretion of the Executive to alter Question 3, if and 
when circumstances should make it necessary. Two other recommendations. 
as to work were passed by the Council and are already in the hands of the 
Societies..

Mrs. Fawcett in her speech from the chair, filled the delegates with 
fresh courage and confidence by the hopeful view which she took of the 
situation. She expressed the gratitude we all feel to the Conciliation Com- 
mittee for the work they have done, and reiterated her belief that woman’s 
suffrage is a non-party question, and will be solved on non-party lines. 
English Suffragists are not fighting for themselves only, but for the cause 
of womanhood all over the world. Other nations are watching us with the 
greatest interest, and we must bear ourselves worthily of our position.

Miss Courtney explained the course which had been pursued by the 
Executive Committee since Mr. Asquith’s announcement on November 7th. 
She emphasized the fact that the National Union had not abandoned the 
Conciliation Bill, and that it adhered confidently to the belief that the 
question of Women’s Suffrage was still capable of a non-party solution, and 
she declared that we hoped for and expected Conservative support for an 
amendment to the Reform Bill. She said that although the political 
situation changed almost from day to day, every change rendered the 
position of women’s enfranchisement more favourable. *

The Council was extremely well attended, delegates being present from 
nearly every Society in the Union, as well as a number of duly accredited 
visitors. In opening the Council, Mrs. Fawcett reported that she had in- 
vited Sir Edward Grey to address the meeting; he replied that he was 
unable to do so owing to pressure of work, but recognised that the Council 
offered a valuable opportunity of which he would be glad to avail himself 
on another occasion. It was unanimously resolved to invite Sir Edward 
Grey to address the Annual Meeting to be held in February.

The Executive Committee had also invited Lord Lytton and Mr. 
Brailsford to be present. Lord Lytton was unable to come, but Mr. 
Brailsford was fortunately able to do so, and was given a great reception 
by the delegates.

A report of his speech is given elsewhere; it must have been a satisfac- 
tion to the Council to know that before he laid his views before them, 
they had passed the resolution resolving to work both for the Conciliation 
Bill and for an amendment to the Reform Bill precisely on the lines he 
suggested. It is fair to add that the resolution as to methods was not 
moved until the afternoon, Mr. Brailsford having made his speech in the 
morning.

The proceedings ended with a vote of thanks to Mrs. Fawcett who was 
in the chair nearly the whole day, only absenting herself for a short time 
in order to keep an important engagement. & D. COURTNEY.

From Headquarters.
NEW SOCIETIES.

The following new Societies have joined the National Union and were 
formally accepted by the Executive Committee on Thursday, 
December 7th:—
Scottish Federation:—Innerleithen, Selkirk and Hawick.
Kent:—Deal and Walmer.
Oxford, Berks and Bucks :—Pangbourne.
East Midlands :—Grantham and Kettering.
South Western:— Budleigh Salterton.

The Holloway Old Students’ Society has also affiliated to the N.U.
RESIGNATION OF MR. IVORY CRIPPS.

The Executive has regretfully accepted the resignation of Mr. Ivory 
Cripps, who was elected last January. During the last few months Mr. 
Cripps has found that his duties make it impossible for him to attend the 
meetings of the Executive, and he is therefore obliged with much regret 
to resign from the Committee.

ORGANISATION.
The Organisation Committee has accepted a new organiser, Miss Beaver, 

for training and is arranging that at least one organiser shall be at 
work in every Federation from Christmas to Easter. We hope to publish 
the list next week.

The South Western Federation (Cornwall and Devon) has been without 
an organiser for not quite three months ; the generous gifts of Miss Eleanor 
Rathbone, and of the Younger Suffragists have now enabled us to send 
Miss Gertrude Davenport, who started work at Newton Abbot on 
December 4th, and will no doubt be able later on to follow up Miss 
Edwards’ successful campaign in Falmouth and Truro.

BY-ELECTIONS. _ i
Two more by-elections are in progress in Scotland. The Scottish 

Organiser, Miss Crompton, is at work in North Ayrshire; and the organi- 
sation Committee has sent Mrs. Cowmeadow to take charge in Govan. 
Reports of the work will be found elsewhere.

ALBERT HALL MEETING: FEBRUARY 23rd.
We wish again to remind Societies that the GREAT ALBERT HALL 

MEETING, at which Mr. Lloyd George has consented to speak will take 
place on Friday, February 23rd, and it is suggested that each. Society 
should, if possible, take a box. It is hoped that the Annual Meeting may 
be arranged to take place approximately at the same time.

IRISH WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT
ASSOCIATION. .

The Executive Committee has sent the following message to Mrs. 
Haslam, Hon. Sec. of the Irish Women’s Suffrage and Local Government 
Association:— . . -

"That the Executive of the N.U.W.S.S. offers its congratulations to the 
Irish Women’s Suffrage and Local Government Association on their success 
in securing for the women of Ireland equal rights of voting for and of 
eligibility to all the Local Councils of Ireland.” 1

As Mrs. Haslam, to whose strenuous efforts much of the success of the 
Association is due, points out in her letter of November 1st, 1911, the 
Irish Women’s Suffrage and Local Government will in reality stand for 
Women’s Suffrage, the N.U.W.S.S. would be glad to have the Irish 
Women who are working for their common object more closely associated 
with them. They hope that the Societies in the Association will see their 
way to adopt Women’s Suffrage as their sole object and title of their 
Association and to become affiliated Societies of the N.U.W.S.S.

CONFERENCE OF COMBINED SUFFRAGISTS.
The National Union has received an invitation to attend a Conference 

of Members of Parliament and organisations in favour of the enfranchise­
ment of Women on broad and democratic lines to be held at the House 
of Commons on Thursday, 14th, to consider the advisability of conducting 
a united campaign throughout the Country.

Miss K. D. Courtney and Miss Edith Palliser will attend the Conference 
on behalf of the Union.

PERSIAN WOMEN’S APPEAL.
The following telegram reached the office of the London 

Society for Women’s Suffrage, and was by them communicated 
to the National Union :—

" Teheran, December 5th, 1911, 10.45 a.m.
“ To Women’s Suffragist Committee, London.
c The Russian Government by an ultimatum demands us to surrender to 

her our independence. The ears of men of Europe are deaf to our cries, could 
you women not come to our help? Persian Women’s Society Marokh 
Tooba Afkhamel Moluck Batool Showkat Azeizaga Akhtar Darakhshandeh 
Saltanate Khorsheed Heshmat Balejah Tooran Sakheeneh Alam Talat 
Moneer Zeevar Ghodree Nekhated Dowleh Nekhates Saltaneh Regheeyeh 
Soghra Faranges Afsar Hosneejan Mowlood Effatzamon Vofa Kbadeejeh 
Ateyeh Khorsheed Kola Beebee Bobabeh Aleyeh each one of us has 
about hundred followers.”

A letter has been returned in reply stating that unhappily 
English women have not yet any political independence them­
selves. .

PRESS DEPARTMENT.
A strong Suffrage article appeared in the Nation on December 2nd, 

with a very pertinent criticism of Mrs. Humphry Ward’s subtle, and to
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the average mind incomprehensible, distinction between the powers needed 
for the exercise of the municipal and the parliamentary franchises. After 
reading the gloomy forebodings of sex antagonism indulged in by some of 
our opponents, it is a relief to find the Nation expressing the real 
spirit of the Suffrage movement in saying that the interests of the sexes 
are not opposed, but united.

The Blackburn Times and the Weekly Telegraph have given great 
prominence to the recent Suffrage meetings which have been addressed in 
the town by Lady Frances Balfour and Lady Betty Balfour, and the 
Blackburn Times had a very sympathetic leader on the formation of a 
Suffrage Society in Blackburn.

We read in the American Woman's Journal that in California many 
of the Antis now declare that they always believed in Women's Suffrage. 
Perhaps this may provide some consolation for our friends of the 
N.L.O.W.S. when they contemplate the near approach of women’s 
enfranchisement in England. M. L. MACKENZIE.

Treasurer’s Notes
The Finance Committee has approved of a Great National Appeal for

Funds, for the 1912 campaign.
The position is critical to an unprecedented degree. We have more to 

gain by energy, or lose by apathy, than ever before.
On looking back, it is apparent that each great advance in the Country 

has been made possible by our having the necessary money at our command 
and has been accompanied by a rapid growth in the Union.

The first step forward, when Women's Suffrage passed from the academic 
to the practical stage was immediately preceded by the contribution of 
£1,400 in one year for national purposes, and signalised by the increase in 
the number of our Societies from thirty to ninety. .

The year 1910 was marked by the formation of our two-hundredth Society 
and by the expenditure of over £5,000 on work directed from headquarters 
alone. The increasing power of the Union was shown in many ways. At 
the General Election' in January, we collected petitions in favour of 
Women’s Suffrage from 300,000 electors. These and the petitions from 
City, Borough and other local councils are perhaps the only ones which 
continue to have any weight with the House of Commons. The constitution 
of the new Parliament and its change of tone, faithfully registering the 
great advance of opinion in our favour in the Constituencies, obliged the 
Government, for the first time, to grant two days for a “full dress " debate

Contributions to the General Fund
£ s. d.

Already acknowledged since November 1st ... 656 11 .6
From December 2nd to December 9th, 1911
Subscriptions:— t . - 29

Mrs. W. Rudge (per Mrs. Oswald Nettlefold) 11° 
Mrs. Reeve ... ...--.... - -• ,1 0 
Miss Awdry   1 1 ° 
Mrs. Edith Hinchley   2 6 
Mrs. 8. E. Powel  10 0

Donations, 1912 Campaign: — 
Miss L. A. Wilks . ......................................... 5 •
Miss H. J. Gardiner............... ............... 1 1 •
Lord and Lady Courtney of Penwith ..... 3 9 •
Miss Alice Johnson .................................• 110
Mrs. Poole..............................................................
Mrs. Robert Fox (Falmouth) ...... 10 0 0

Miss E. G. Henriques ...
Dr. Sophia Seekings -............... ...
Miss R. Hovey, B.A. Organiser’s Fund ...
Miss E. M. Hovey... ... ... ...... -..
J. W. Browne Esq., M.A...................................
Mrs. Randall Vickers - (for expenses of

Albert Hall Meeting) ... ...............
Miss O. B. Thresher ............. .........................
The Misses Trollope ...........................
Haslemere W.S.S. ............. . ...............
Hull W.S.S. (White Elephant Sale)

Election Fund:—
Collection per Mrs. Cowmeadow .............
Mrs. Brewer................................................. .
Mrs. H. Bradford..................................................

Affiliation Fees:—
Hawick W.S.S. ... ... -.- -

£1 1 0 
110

10 0 0 
10 0 
110

2 10 0
10 6

20 0 0
7 0 0 
6 0 0

on the second reading of the Women’s Suffrage Bill (the Conciliation Bill), 
which was carried by a great majority.

Within twelve months we were faced with another General Election. In 
this election Women’s Suffrage was one of the main issues, and often 
drew larger and more interested crowds than the meetings of candidates 
themselves. In this result the Union may claim a large share; it spent 
another £5,000 from the Central offices, besides collecting about £15,000 
locally; meantime another hundred Societies were added to the Union,- 
which now includes over three hundred.

The further growth of favourable opinion and another second reading of 
the Bill, carried by an enormous majority, have been followed, on the 
part of the Government by the pledges for facilities that we know.

The task before us, is greater than any previous task and unique in 
this respect, that, for the first time, we have a practical chance, not only 
of another great step forward, but of victory itself. Mr. Brailsford, in his 
stirring speech to our special meeting of Council last Friday, confirmed our 
belief that the opportunities offered us by an amendment to the Government 
Reform Bill and by the Conciliation Bill are far better than any we had in 
the last two sessions. . z

But chance is not certainty, and such being our position, we venture 
to ask all our friends to be more generous and self-sacrificing than they have 
ever been before. The treasury is the store-house, not only of the money, 
but of that accumulated power which is soon to be expressed by the various 
activities of the National Union all over Great Britain. However prosaic 
it may seem, it is a fact that our effect may be exactly measured by the 
size of our Funds. Contributors may rest assured that every penny will 
be spent with due care and economy, but we can only carry on the great 
campaign which is now so urgent if we have at least £10,000 to start 
with.. I am anxious to raise this sum with as little delay as possible, but 
I hope that those who cannot give all they can spare now, will send me, 
as soon as may be, promises of gifts to be announced at our Albert Hall 
meeting on February 23rd. ■

Our President, Mrs. Fawcett, has promised £20 a month for six months. 
What are those going to do who cannot serve the cause as she does, in 
other ways? .

We have had some large gifts again this week, and Lord Courtney, our 
old and tried friend, joins with Lady Courtney in a donation and cordial 
good wishes. , ■

Who will give us the money for sending a copy of Common CAUSE for a 
year to the Library of Mansfield House Settlement? They receive a copy 
of the “Anti-Suffrage Review," and though its effect is no doubt excellent, 
we think it would be still better if our paper were there also.

FRANCES M. STERLING (Treasurer, pro tem.).

E. Berks W.S.S................................................. £1 0 0
Grantham W.S.S. ................................... 15 0
Kettering W.S.S...................................................... 9 0
Oxted and Limpsfield W.S.S........................... 13 3 
Hunts W.S.S. additional............................... 3 0 
Woking W.S.S. additional.... * .................... 9. 9
Chester W.S.S. additional ... .................. 3 6

£732 7 10

The Common Cause.
WEDNESDAY RALLIES.

These will be suspended for a few weeks in view of 
the holidays, and will be resumed in. the New Year 
when due notice of them will be given in the paper.

THE BY-ELECTIONS.

Candidates: (Mr. D. T. Holmes (L.)(Mr. George Balfour (U.).
Polling day: Friday, December 22nd. 
Committee Rooms: 826, Govan Road.
Organiser: Mrs. Cowmeadow.

A committee-room has been opened in a very pro- 
minent position, and considerable interest is taken 
in our display of posters and literature, and anxious 
enquiry is made as to which candidate we are supporting. 
Questions have been sent to both candidates and inter- 
views arranged for early dates. The campaign will 
be a short one, and much help will be needed to make 
it effective. Volunteers for committee-room or outside 
work are asked to apply personally or by postcard 
to Miss K. W. Lindsey, or me at above address.

C. E. Cowmeadow.

' NORTH AYRSHIRE.

" ,., (Mr. A. M. Anderson, K.C. (Liberal). 
Candidates: .Captain Duncan Campbell, D.S.O.(U.).
Committee Rooms: 16, Countess Street, Saltcoats.
Organiser: Miss Alice Compton.
Polling Day: December 20th.

" The best laid schemes of mice and men gang
aft agley.” . . *

In Ayrshire a trite quotation from Bums is pardon- 
able, and it is in this county I find myself instead of in 
Montrose, as stated in last week’s COMMON CAUSE. 
No more trying time of the year for an, election can be 
imagined, and the weather is doing its worst. But more 
than rain and snow is needed to damp our hopes at 
the present political juncture. The candidates, it is 
true, are not encouraging, but we have faith that here, 
as elsewhere, the mass of the electorate is on our side. 
I arrived in the county on the evening of the 8th, and 
was fortunate enough to secure interviews next day 
with both candidates. Mr. Anderson, the new Solicitor- 
General, who has to stand for re-election on accepting 
paid office under the Crown, is vaguely in favour of 
Women’s Suffrage. His election address, he states, 
makes no mention of political issues—not even of the 
Insurance Bill—and does not allude to Women’s Suffrage- 
He declines to give any pledges without seeing the 
specific proposals of the Reform Bill and of its possible 
amendments. Captain Campbell’s written replies are

G. Sparagnapane & Co.’s

CHRISTMAS CRACKERS
IN THE COLOURS of

The National Union of Women Suffrage Societies
t CONTAINING!

BEAUTIFUL HEADDRESSES, etc., also IN THE
COLOURS.

When buying 

CHRISTMAS CRACKERS 
be SURE that they are 

G. SPARAGNAPANE 2 CO.’S
The Oldest Makers of Christmas Crackers in The United Kingdom,

FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE.
A delicate and beautiful reproduction 
in colours of the famous picture of 

MISS FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE
exhibited at the

NATIONAL GALLERY
is now published by the

Men’s League for Women’s Suffrage 
and obtainable by return of post at the low price of 5 /- each 
post free packed in a roller. The picture is 12 X 8, inset in 
a specially designed margin, making the total length and width j 
20 x 14 inches.

Readers wishing for one or these pictures kindly fill in the 
following coupon and post to or call at the

MEN’S LEAGUE FOR WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE,
1S9, ST. STEPHEN’S HOUSE. WESTMINSTER.

Please send me .......................... copies of Miss F. Nightingale’s

reproduction in colours, for which I enclose..!.......... . ......................

Kindly send by return of post.

Name ........................................................................................... . .............

Address ......................... . ............................................... . ................ .

Date................ ......................................... ........................................

MRS. ENNIS RICHMOND, late Principa1 
of West Heath School for boys and girls, Hamp­
stead (now carried on by her son, Mr. Kenneth 
Richmond) takes at Valley End, Surrey, girls 
up to the age of 18, in order that they 
may receive, in addition to a sound intellectual 
education, definite teaching in household and 
domestic arts ; they will be able to learn Dairy­
work, Poultry-keeping, fine Laundrywork, Gar­
dening, Needlework. Carpentering, Cooking, and 
House-keeping, and can specialise in either of 
these subjects with a view to taking it up as a 
profession.

Valley End is in the middle of the ‘ Heather 
Country,’ with every opportunity for a healthful 
and interesting life for young people,

Postal Address:—

Valley End, Chobham, Surrey.
Station: Sunningdale, L. 8 S.W.R.

The man who invariably takes 
Mustard with his viands is 
usually a man with a good 
appetite and a good digestion.

People do not eat Mustard because 
of its own taste; they eat it because 
it brings out the flavour of the meat 
and makes it more appetising, because 
it excites and sharpens the appetite 
itself. “Good digestion” naturally 
“ waits on appetite ” if it is good. 
Mustard, best Mustard

Colman’s
I mustard
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not yet received., but in" conversation" he admitted 
that he sees no reason why tax-paying women should 
not be enfranchised. In reply to a heckler he is reported 
to have said that he would be " perfectly willing to 
support the inclusion of women tax-payers in a Manhood 
Suffrage Bill as soon as it was proved to him that the 
majority of women tax-payers really desired the vote 
that the militant suffragists were now clamouring for." 
It is impossible to emphasize too strongly the urgent 
need of helpers. Miss Riddell, from Melrose, arrives 
on the 11th. Names of other workers will be most 
thankfully received by me at Post Office, Dairy, Ayr- 
shire. ALICE CROMPTON. '

London Society.
West LONDON Meeting.

The Bechstein Hall meeting, though a smaller meeting 
than the other three of the demonstrations, proved 
equally successful in other ways, the proceedings being 
marked throughout by enthusiasm, and the resolution 
at the end being declared carried unanimously. In the 
absence of Sir Edward Busk the chair was taken by
Sir William Chance, and the speeches of Lady Willoughby 
de Broke, Miss Young, Miss Courtney and Rev. A. Lilley 
received warm appreciation. The audience included 
a large number of men. Miss Whitby gave great 
pleasure by her performance on a magnificent. " Bech- 
stein Grand," most kindly lent by the proprietors of 
the hall.

RECEPTIONS.—The Empress Rooms receptions are be- 
coming well established as a centre for members and 
inquirers to learn the latest news. On November 28th 
Miss Lowndes gave a remarkably able analysis of the 
reasons for enfranchising married women; Miss Black’s 
large experience gave value to all she had to say on 
economic conditions, and Miss Courtney roused enthusi- 
asm by her brilliant exposition of the present position 
and the N.U.W.S.S. policy. On December 5th Miss 
Ashton also treated of the same subject in another 
speech full of life and fire, and Miss Emily Hill, P.L.G., 
on "Why Women Guardians Want Women’s Suffrage," 
was listened to with deep attention.

CAMBERWELL.—Highly successful open-air meetings 
have been held on November 17th (North Cross Road), 
25th, and 28th, addressed by Miss Dorothy Brown, Miss 
Gloyn, Miss Mackenzie and Mr. Victor Prout (Men’s
League). The COMMON CAUSE sold well.

CENTRAL HACKNEY.—Miss Helen Ward addressed a 
meeting of Liberals at the Liberal Association office, 
Mare Street, and the resolution was carried.

DEPTFORD.—Through the kindness of the secretary, 
Mrs. Cooper was enabled to address the Deptford branch 
of the B.W.T.A. on November 28th. Her speech on 
" Temperance and the Vote" was enthusiastically 
received.

ENFIELD AND NORTH MIDDLESEX.—On November 15th
Mrs. Stanbury opened a debate on the Conciliation Bill 
at the St. Paul’s Literary Society, Enfield. The opposer 
was Miss Mabel Smith, of the N.L.O.W.S., who sup- 
ported at length the surprising proposition, ‘That while 
it is wrong to enfranchise any women at all, it is an 
injustice to withhold the vote from married women." 
Mrs. Stanbury dealt effectively with the situation, and 
the discussion and voting failed to reveal any opponent 
of Women’s Suffrage. On November 16th, by kind invita- 
tion of Mrs. Johnson, a drawing-room meeting was held 
at St. Matthew’s Vicarage, Ponder’s End. The Vicar 

NATIONAL HEALTH SOCIETY.
Hady Sanitary Inspectors, 

Health Visitors, &c.
SPECIAL TRAINING LECTURES FOR LADIES, 

in preparation for the Examination of the 
Sanitary Inspectors' Examination Board, and 
for the Diploma of the National Health Society.

COMMENCE IN JANUARY, 1912 
Apply to the SECRETARY, 

National Health Society*
53, Berners Street, W.

THE CONCILIATION BILL.
To counteract MISREPRESENTATION, Suffragists and the general 
public should be made acquainted with its provisions and erect; 
Broadcast distribution of the two-colour explanatory leaflet just 
drawn up by Miss Margaret Robertson, B. A., isthe best means 8 
doing so. To be had only from THE WILLIAM MORRIS PRESS, 
LTD.. 42, ALBERT STREET, MANCHESTER, at the prices 
following —250 3s. 6d., 500 5s., 1,000 9s., 2,000 17s., 3,000 24s., 
5,000 37s. 6d., all carriage paid.

Tel. 2966 Gerrard. Licensed by L.G.O.

THE WEST END ASSOCIATION.
(Miss GOLDING.)

Secretaries, Housekeepers, Matrons, Governesses, Nurses . and 
Companions introduced free of charge. Flats, families receiving 
Paying Guests, Schools, Nursing Homes and Couriers recommended. 
There is also a Branch for Domestic Servants.

317. REGENT STREET, W. (Near QUEEN’S HALL.)

OPPOSITE THE BRITISH MUSEUM. /

THACKERAY HOTEL
GREAT RUSSELL STREET. $

LONDON. 2
Well-appointed and commodious TEMPERANCE HOTEL, offering (

all the conveniences and advantages of the larger modern Licensed ? 
Hotels at moderate charges. a

Telegraphic Address:—‘ ‘ Thackeray, London,’

took the chair. and Miss H. D. Cockle, addressed a 
small but interested, audience. A keen discussion to 
lowed, and some new members joined. On November 
a meeting was held in Hazlewood ILane Schools, Palmer’s Green. The Rev. Father Heditch took, the chair and 
Naanasses were given by Mrs. Fawcett and Miss •; Thomson. The numerous questions were effectively dealt 
with by Mrs. Fawcett, to the great enjoyment, of the 
Meeting which was crammed to overflowing. The reso­
lution. was passed with three or four dissentients, after being proposed by Mr; McEwan and seconded by Mr. 
Gmenter. and a good collection was taken. . — 

Esheb—On November 29th Mrs. Corbett Ashby spoke 
on the Insurance Bill at Littleworth. There were about 
65-prezent on November 13th a drawing-room meeting 
a+Cryland, Clapton Common, was addressed by Miss 
8 Dykes Spicer. Six new members joined the society 
(amongst them the Mayoress of Hackney). .Fourteen Conor CAUSES were sold. On November. 14th Mrs. 
Gimingham addressed a meeting of the Unionist Pioneers 
in Dalston, and also spoke at two drawing-room meetings 
in North Hackney on November 8th and 16th respectively.

Highgate.—A well-attended “ At Home n was given by 
Mrs Rand and Mrs. Harrington at Holly Terrace on 
November 24th. Dr. Alice Vance took the chair, and Miss 
J Thomson, in continuance of the series on oneer 
Women.” gave a most able address on Florence Nightin- 
gale. A hearty vote of thanks to Dr. Vance and Miss 
Thomson was proposed by Mrs. Garnett and seconded 
Mrs Fenton, after which lace, calendars and Christmas 
cards were sold to raise funds for the cause.!

KENNINGTON.—On November 30th Miss B. Newcombe in 
the chair, Mrs. John Roskill addressed, an interested 
audience of women at the Moffat Institute. . —

Mile End.—Women’s Liberal Association, 41, Mile End 
Road, E. The chair was taken by Mr. Straus (ex-Liberal 
member), the speaker being Miss F. Fielden. The follow- 
ing resolution was passed nem con.— That this meet: 
ing approves of the principle of Woman Suffrage, and 
bees the Government to include the extension of the 
franchise to women in the proposed Government Reform 
Bill » Proposed by speaker and seconded by chairman., 

SOUTHWARK West.—On December 8th Miss Helen Ward 
addressed the St. Jude’s Ward of the Liberal Association: 
The chairman announced that though no resolution wouId 
be put to the meeting, it was intended to give the matter 
very full consideration on several future occasions, as 1. 
was now one of practical politics. The men, who asked 
many questions, appeared to view the matter most 
favourably, and to “mean business." — , — 

STEPNEY.— On November 22nd Miss Rosamond —mite 
addressed a special meeting of the B.W.T.A. at Stepney 
Meeting House. It was obvious that the audiencehad not 
heard much about Women’s Suffrage before, but they 
seemed both interested and sympathetic

B.W.T.A. Central Hall, Stepney. November 15th,
3 30 p.m. Miss M. Fielden spoke to anaudience of about 
90 very poor women. They were interested and most 
atsepliv:West Central Girls’ Club, Dean Street, Sun- 
day, November 12th, at 8.30 p.m. The chair was taken 
by the Hon. Lily Montague, the speaker being Miss — 
Fielden. Discussion took place. C . _ . . 

WALTHAMSTOW.—On December 4th Miss Helen Ward 
debated with Mrs. Gladstone Solomon (N.L.O.W.S.) before 
a large gathering of the Women’s Liberal Association. 
Miss Ward made it a condition that a resolution should
be put, and it was carried. —

WINDSOR.—On November 30th, at the Parish Room, 
Eton, a successful meeting was addressed by Mrs. Robe 
Uniacke, Rev. Bernard Everett, Minor Canon of D 
George’s Chapel, being in the chair.

In addition to the above a large number of meetings 
have been held of which it has been fund impossible "0 
include a report.

Federation Notes.
South Wales and Monmouthshire.

The Carmarthen Society,so ably Started by Miss Warings 
few weeks ago, continues to increase, and now, passed 
nearly 90 members. Its first public, meeting pass$ off successfully in the Sale Room of the "I‘X. Joined 
Hotel on November 23rd, when 14 new members joined: 
Though the night was bitterly cold the room was crowded 
and a great many people unfortunately, had to be School, 
away. Miss Holme, the Principal of the Girls 9 
took the chair, and in a forcible address brought hole their many advantages to the menP1 sent- men 
Fraser’s unexaggerated, logical statements we. , 
appreciated by the audience, and were followeC"Y8 
vigorous speech, seconding the resolution frOn with 
Rev. Fuller Mills. The meeting was, co cludedvin 
votes of thanks, moved and seconded by have been 
townspeople. Several Committee meetings, no interest 
held, and the members show a very active, intelNo 
in the policy and doings of the National U 
permanent secretary has yet been appointed, 
other offices are most capably filled. -91,-
West Lancashire, West Cheshire and N. wa •

My work for the above Federation during the.es 
six weeks has been of a very varied charectg: 
Some of the time has been spent in canvassing 
members of the Denbighshire County Council „ 
work has been shared by the Colwyn Bay. L ng the 
and Wrexham Societies, a large proportion of sier 
members were interviewed, and our hopes were 
that a resolution in favour of the Conciliation 
would be carried. But we had a stroke ofYSFY Pa 
luck, as the Council meeting was held almost immeiately 
after Mr. Asquith’s pronouncement about then 
Bill. The situation scarcely admitted of a re-worCing 
of the resolution, so naturally the members felt" e 
selves to be voting somehow in the dark. D.A39 
the resolution only came at the end of a long agenda 
when many of our best supporters had 1 . ten 
a train. Only about 25 members were present when 
the vote was taken, and our resolution was low 
majority of only one or two. During the last " ndavs 
the Federation has again been busy in North Wales: 
A deputation composed of members of the vane") 
Societies in his constituency, and led by Miss Eleanor 
Rathbone, waited upon Mr. Ellis Davies. An account 

of this deputation was given last week. ,
The local Societies of Carnarvon, Criccieth, Pwae 

and Portmadoc and Penygroes did a large share of the 
work, but Miss Stewart and I went to help with some 
of the districts that it was impossible for the a 
societies to reach. Our work was greatly S 
by the kindness of Miss Crosfield, who lent us her meter

"We have paid several short visits to CHORLEE,, 
constituency until lately entirely without any 
organisation, and represented by Lord Ba arr s a 
“ anti.” A preliminary meeting for women was 
with the hope of enlisting sympathy and help, an 
on December 1st we held a public meeting 1 
Venerable Archdeacon Fletcher kindly. consented, 
preside, and we were fortunate in having the j 
Frances Balfour and Miss Cooper as speakers- . 
audience were cordial and interested, andwe. -.+ 
much congratulated by residents, who told "8

Lounges and Spaclous Dining, Drawing,
Writing, Reading, Billiard, and 

Smoking Rooms. 
Bathrooms on every Floor.

Perfect Sanitation. Passenger Lifts. 
Floors Fireproof Throughout.

Night Porters. Telephone.

BEDROOM, ATTENDANCE, AND TABLE
D'HOTE BREAKFAST SINGLE, 

from 5/6 to 7/6.
TABLE D’HOTE DINNER, six courses, 3/*

Full Tariff and Testimonials on application. 

tbfiv had never expected that we should have so suc- 
ressful a meeting in Chorley. We have now enough 
adherents to form a society, and I hope the work of 
educating the constituency will go ahead .quick y. 
Owing to the absence from home of Miss C. Pilkington 
the Federation lent a helping hand to the St. Helens 
Society in the organisation of a huge public meeting 
hpld in the Co-operative Hall on November 30th. We 
think the result will be a considerable addition to the 
membership of the Society. We owe a special debt of 
gratitude to Lady Frances Balfour for addressing these 
two meetings. Great credit is due to Miss Thompson 
and Miss Colquitt for the very thorough canvassing 
done both in St. Helens and Chorley, and the success 
of both meetings is very largely due to their patient 
house-to-house distribution of handbills..

Lastly, we have made a small beginning in FLEET- 
wood, in the Blackpool Division. Here?also we_ have 
begun by holding a small meeting, with the result that 
we have a little band of sympathisers, and even better 
still, have enlisted two ladies willing to act as co- 
secretaries. With their help I am now planning for a 
public meeting there in January, which Miss Margaret 
Ashton has kindly consented to address. Of course 
the above only reports those pieces of work undertaken 
by the Federation in which I have been directly con- 
cerned. EDITH ESKRIGGE.

The PRESTON Society held its annual meeting on 
November 21st, when Mrs. Webb Peploe kindly consented 
to become the first President of the Society, and Mrs. 
Willan accepted the office of Chairman of the Com; 
mittee. The first of the series of monthly " At Homes," 
planned for the winter, was held on December 2nd, 
when an audience of fifty found food for reflection in 
an address given by Mrs. Cooper.

The NEWTON-LE-WILLOWS Society organised a very 
successful debate on November 16th, when Miss Ford 
was opposed by Miss Moir, Secretary of the Manchester 
Anti-Suffrage Society. Miss Ford’s arguments quite con- 
vinced the audience who voted in the proportion of three 
to one in favour of the Suffrage.

The CHESTER Society arranged a meeting in the Music 
Hall on November 28th when Lady Frances Balfour 
addressed a crowded audience. Miss Truda Crosfield was 
in the chair and amongst the other speakers was Mrs. 
Egerton Stewart-Brown. In spite of the fact that 130 
seats had been sold at 1s. each, a collection was taken, 
which amounted to nearly £6, and 110 copies of the 
COMMON CAUSE were sold. As the society is only seven 
months old, and as Chester had been almost abandoned 
as hopeless from a suffrage point of view, the committee 
feel greatly cheered by the success of the meeting.

The BANGOR Society held its annual meeting on
November 20th, when Mrs. Price White, the hon. sec., 
pointed out that the Federation acknowledged that the 
great advance made in Carnarvonshire during the past 
year for the cause of Women’s Suffrage was largely due 
to the enterprise and activity of the Bangor Society.

On Thursday, November 30th, a very successful meet- 
ing was held at Talysarn, a quarry, village near Peny- 
groes. Mr. Richard Jones, J.P., was in the chair, and 
the speakers were Miss Muriel Price, B.A., and the 
Rev. Henry Williams. The whole of the proceedings 
were in Welsh, and at the close of the meeting Welsh 
literature was distributed to an eager crowd. The reso- 
lution was carried with only four dissentients.

The PENMAENMAWR Society held a successful drawing- 
room meeting, by kind permission of Mrs. Helby, on 
November 11th. The resolution was proposed by Miss 
O. Leadley Brown, seconded by W. H. Rhodes, Esq., 
M.A., supported by Mrs. Phillips. The chair was taken 
by Mrs. Herbert Jenkins. Several new members were 
added to the society as a result of the meeting.

WATERLOO AND SEAFORTH.—A very successful meet- 
ing was held on December 2nd by Mme. Coury at 
her house in Waterloo, near Liverpool. The Rev. Father
Meriton took the chair, and announced that he belonged 
to the Catholic Women’s Suffrage League, and was a 
firm believer in the beneficial results that would accrue 
to the State if women had the vote. Mrs. Egerton 
Stewart-Brown, chairman of the Liverpool branch, gave 
an address, followed by Miss Ciceley Leadley Brown, 
and at the close of the meeting several new members 
were enrolled. Miss Cripps, P.L.G., moved a vote of 
thanks to the speakers and to Mme. Coury for her 
hospitality.
North of Scotland.

Just at the last minute when all our arrangements 
were complete for Miss Norma Smith’s fortnight visit 
to our Federation, we learned that her services were 
required at Hitchin by-election. We were greatly dis- 
appointed, though of course we quite recognised that 
by-election work has the first claim. We hope to have 
Miss Smith with us in the Spring.

Owing to the great interest aroused everywhere by 
the Insurance Bill, our President has organised a cam- 
paign throughout our area speaking on " The Position 
of Women under the Insurance Bill, with Special Refer- 
ence to the Servants’ Tax.” Announcements of some of 
the meetings appear in "Forthcoming Meetings.”

The first meeting of the campaign was held at ELGIN 
on November 22nd. It took the form of a drawing-, 
room meeting at " Old Mills," through the courtesy of 
Miss Culbard, to whom our best thanks are due for 
her kindness. Mrs. Hunter, President, Inverness, spoke 
on "The Present Political Situation, and The Position 
of Women under the Insurance Bill," and her address 
aroused much interest and was listened to with great 
attention. The meeting was quite a success as several 
new members joined and many attended to hear about 
the Insurance Bill who would not otherwise have come. 
Avery successful meeting was held at Rothes (Moray- 
shire), on December 6th, in the Town Hall, presided 
over by Ex-Provost Cumming. There was a crowded 
attendance, the majority being men. Mrs. Hunter and

Fraser spoke on the general question " Why Women 
Need Votes," as it was the first Suffrage meeting held 
there. They received a very attentive and appreciative 
hearing. A resolution calling upon the member, Sir 
A. Williamson, to do all in his power to ensure the 
enfranchisement of women in 1912, was moved by Provost 
Noss, Rothes, and unanimously carried. At the close of 
the meeting a large number of ladies remained behind 
and signified their wish to have a Society formed in 
Rothes. Mrs. Hunter and Mrs. Fraser return ’ there

next week to organise the Society and arrange about 
affiliating it to National Union. . ,

We are having a public meeting to-night (December 
8th) in Queensgate Hall, Inverness, when Mrs. Hunter, 
Mrs. Critchley and others will speak on "The Position 
of Women under the Insurance Bill, with Special Refer- 
ence to the Servants’ Tax,” and a free discussion 
be invited. It promises to be a largely attended 
meeting. The INVERNESS Society started its regular 
fortnightly meetings on December 1st. This,year the 
meetings will be held at St. Margaret’s, Old Edinburgh 
Road, kindly given by Mrs. Luke. Mrs. Hunter, Presi 
dent, spoke on " The Present Political Situation," and 
gave a very clear and convincing statement of our 
position. Miss McEwen followed with a most delightful 
paper on “ The Woman’s Platform, and many were 
interested in the column, and we hope that it may lead 
to several new subscribers to the Standard. , —

The NAIRN Society started its winter’swork wi" 
a very successful meeting on December7th. Amos 
interesting letter was read from Mrs Ellis, Golfview, 
at present in London, giving particulars of what she 
has seen and heard there of the movement. Miss, Olunas 
addressed the meeting and also read a most instructive 
Paper on the Suffrage movement since its earliest nays. 
Four new members joined and an interesting programme 
is being drawn up for the winter.

Oxford, Bucks and Berks.
E. Berks.—The organiser spent a fortnight at the end 

of October with the East Berks Society, and held two meetings at Crowthorne and one at Maidenhead, where 
she also arranged for a big drawing-)r “mWting 
November 15th, Mrs. Surtees, sen., having kindly issued 
invitations to a large number of guests.. The.a% 
Betty Balfour consented to speak, and it is hopedtha. 
a strong local committee will shortly be formed 
atpXiGethe“during the first week in November the 

Banbury Society, with the help of the organiser worked very hard in connection with the municipal elections. 
As a result the poll among the women voters was the 
heaviest on record at Banbury, and in the ward where most work was done, only six women electors refrained from voting. Miss Gill addressed two meetings, and

adenate with the Rev. C. Overy, which resulted in a large majority for the cause of Women’s Suffrage. 
BAEMSTAD.— We have just completed a successful 

week of meetings. On December 1st a crowded audience 
listened to Mrs. Fawcett and Miss Palliser with much interest. A resolution adhering to the Conciliation Bi, 
and welcoming amendments which include women to for Reform Bill, was passed by a large majority for 
warded to the Prime Mienistex. Several new members 
joined the society after the meeting. During the week following we had the advantage of Miss Gill’s 
The three meetings she addressed in the neighbourhood 
resulted in enthusiastic supporters, and new members .

OXFORD.—The annual meeting of the society was held 
on November 15th at St. Hugh S College (by kind per 
mission of the Principal). Professor Geldart very, kindly 
took the chair, and made an interesting and statesman, 
like speech on the present political situation. Mis1G11 
spoke on the vote in Norway, and was list ened. o.“ « 
great appreciation. On the motion of Mrs. Gillett, it 
was decided that the society should endeavour to raise a fund for the payment or part payment of the salary 
of the Federation organiser, and collecting cards were 
distributed for the purpose. . !“re society held two drawing-room meetings early in 
November, at both of which Miss Gill spoke. She also gave addresses to the E. Orford branch of the Womens Liberal Association, to the Suffrage Society of Somer­
ville College, and to the students of Ruskin, Hall, at 
Meeting held for her at the house of Mrs. Lindsay. — 

At the general meeting, held at St. Hugh’s. Hall (by 
pekissfon” ofX Principal) on November 29th, a reso; 
lution was passed protesting against the exclusionof 
women from the Reform Bill, andholding to the pledee 
of facilities for the Conciliation Bill. It was ‘, 
solved that Lord Valentia and Mr. Hamers ex be asked 
to vote for amendments to include women in the Govern ment Reform Bill and to vote against the m 
third reading should such amendments fail to be 
carried.

N. and E. Ridings... aid .. £10:53 (Yorks.).
The Committee has received promises, amounting.

Miss "Nateson and Miss Thornton" leading the way; 
Work has been planned at Grimsby and 1 in the Brig 
division of Lincolnshire for the New Year. Mrs. P+R: 
Cross has been elected chairman for the rest of the 
year, vice Mrs. de Bunsen (resigned).
• OPAsER‘3 WORK.—-Miss Sheard spent a fortnight, in 
November in kikBr MOORSIDE, part of the Whitby both 
sion, assisted by Mile. Stes. On Nov14 they, hon 
addressed a good audience at an At Home in the pooin"Next day a stall was taken in the market, 
where Miss Sheard addressed some 70 peoples and on 
November 17 a splendid meeting in the Toll
was Taaressea by Miss I. 0. Ford and Mile. Stes, Miss 
Sheard in the chair. The resolution was carried with two"dissentients. The WHITBY AND DisrrreTSociety 
gained many members. The workers received great 
kindness and hospitality everywhere. November _ 
December 2 was spent in NORTHALLERTON working up 

meetings the following week. Since then, December 
4.6 Miss Sheard has addressed the Teachers, the Women s 
Liberal Association, and the B.W.T.A., each time gaining 
members; she has arranged for two public meetings 
on December 11 and 12; has held a stall in the market; 
place (assisted by Mrs. Potter who has also promised 
a drawing-room meeting) and addressed nearly SOO people 
there. She. reports that Northallerton is encouraging 
and she hopes to leave a good society and that the 
Member (Hon. W. Orde-Powlett) is in favour of Women s
Sufrogs: _Oct. 30—Nov. 6. Miss Sheard held six meet- 
inos gained eight members and greatly encouraged the 
Committee She met the Women of the Adult School, 
the Committee of the W.S.S. at Mrs. Beecroft’s house, 
addressed a cottage meeting, a general meeting in the 
Adult School (Chair, Miss Westrope) a drawing-room 
meeting given by Mrs. Westrope, and a public meeting 
in the Foresters’ Hall. The Secretaries of both the 
Liberal and the Conservative Associations promised to 

.bring forward at their next meetings resolutions in
favour of Women’s Suffrage.

THE

STANDARD
is publishing an Important
Series of Articles by the
Special Commissioners of
" The Standard,” numerous
Bishops and Divines of the
Established Church, and 
many great Political Lead­
ers and Organisers, under 

the heading of

The 
Red
Peril
These Articles will deal with

THE AIMS OF

socialism,
which are to

Abolish the Monarchy, 
Abandon Christianity,
Destroy the Church,
Reject all Religion, 

and

Annul the Marriage 
Laws.

See

The STANDARD
Daily.
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BRIDLINGTON.—The largely attended annual meeting 
took place in the Oberon Restaurant on November 22. 
Mrs. Southcott presided. The Hon. Sec. (Mrs. Overbury) 
read the annual report, and Miss Brigham (Hon. Treas.) 
the financial. Miss I. O. Ford followed with an eloquent 
speech, and moved a resolution regretting the recent 
action of the Government, while welcoming their promise 
to allow an amendment in favour of Women’s Suffrage. 
This was seconded by the Rev. R. Harrison. Councillor 
Gant moved a vote of thanks.

DRIFFIELD.—The annual meeting took place in the 
Temperance Hall on November 29. The retiring Hon. 
Sec. (Miss Mortimer) was succeeded by ‘Mrs. Wm. 
Blakes ton. Afterwards Miss A. Jackson, of Hull, gave 
an address on the present prospects of our Cause.

FILEY.—The annual meeting took place in the Crompton 
Cafe, Mr. W. Foster-Smith, in the chair. A very satis­
factory year’s work was reported. Mr. Harold Brown 
undertook the duties of Hon. Treasurer vice Miss Hess 
(resigned on leaving Filey). A musical programme 
followed the business.

HULL.—On Tuesday, November 28, a successful White 
Elephant sale was held in aid of the Society’s funds. 
The result, £6, was considered satisfactory.

MALTON.—The Society has been trying to get a resolu­
tion passed by the Urban District Council, but the 
matter was ruled out of order in Committee. It is 
satisfactory that a small majority had privately pro- 
nounced in favour of Women’s Suffrage.

MIDDLESBROUGH.—On November 1, in the • Settlement 
Hall, Church Street, Mrs. Levick, M.D. read an able 
paper on " The History of the Women’s Movement" to 
an interested audience. Dr. Howell presided. On Novem-

/the LAST wordX 
IN SOAP.

FLAKO
this week on your Woollens, 
Flannels, Laces, Silks, and Fine 

Fabrics.

Won’t Shrink Flannels.
AN EXCELLENT HAIR WASH.

From all Grocers, ld. and 3d. 
Packets.

JOHN KNIGHT LTD.,
Soapmakers by Appointment to H.M. King

George V.,

The Royal Primrose Soap Works, 
London, E.

Buy the Royal Primrose Soap from the Suffrage
Shop, 54, Long Row, Nottingham. Send for 
price List and Samples. All profits to the cause.

ber 21, at the same hall. Miss I. O. Ford spoke on 
" The Effect of the Vote on the Industrial Woman, 
Miss Harris in the chair. Questions and answers' 
followed and the resolution " that this meeting desires 
Mr. Penry Williams to support the Conciliation Bill 
or to urge the inclusion of women in the new Reform 
Bill " was unanimously carried. 

SCARBOROUGH.—During November, a Rummage Sale was 
held in aid of the funds. Mrs. D. Bevan and Mrs. E. R. 
Cross gave a drawing-room meeting at the former's 
house (speakers: Mrs. Bevan and Mrs. Catt); and the 
Society took the occasion of their annual meeting to 
hold a small Christmas present sale and re-union of 
members, followed by a lecture on the Austrian Tyrol 
from Miss Hibbert-Ware. The income of the Society 
in 1911 was £114, as against £91 in 1910.

The following contributions have already been received 
for the Organisers' Fund:—a £ s. d.

Miss Brook............................................  0 0
Harrogate Society ....................... 2 10 0 
Scarborough. Society . ... 5 0 0
Miss Hankes ............... ... 3 0 0

15 10 0

Letters to the Editor
Correspondents are requested to send their 

names and addresses^ not necessarily for publica­
tion, but as a guarantee of good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for any statement made 
in the correspondence column.

Correspondents are requested to write on one
SIDE OF THE PAPER ONLY.

DOMESTIC SERVICE.
One correspondent notes the fact that no letters 

from employers are written on the subject of 
domestic service. I agree with her that it is not 
because there is nothing they would say. Every 
week I have written a letter that has finally 
found its way to the waste-paper basket. Not 
that I thought them all bad (some were quite 
good!), but that the subject from the employers' 
point of view is so much more complex than 
from the servants—it is so much more difficult to 
confine it to one aspect at a time—that I had not 
courage to deal with it in a letter.

The servant problem is a very present one with 
mistresses good and bad—especially, I think, for 
the good, who want to be both just and generous. 
One thing I am sure of, that if real reform is to 
be carried out in good service, good servants must 
give their minds to think what should be their 
share in it.

From the general point of view the case is 
widely different in the very small, the very large, 
and the medium-sized households, as it is in town 
and country.

My own experience has been in all three. I 
have no hesitation in saying that there is far less 
friction in the quite small. In the two other 
cases I say deliberately that a mistress is prac- 
tically helpless, in face of the prejudices, the con- 
ventions, and traditions which make impossible 
any alteration of the ordinary orthodox arrange- 
ments to suit individual needs or particular cir- 
cumstances and households. Until there is more 
common sense exercised, more elasticity of 
arrangement that will in no wise make against 
efficiency, there will be grievances. Much of the 
evil lies in the over-specialisation that dis­
tinguishes English domestic service from Con- 
tinental.

A well-trained upper housemaid could quite well 
open the front door, or wait at table; the good 
parlourmaid could quite well take the turn of 
the upper housemaid with either needlework or 
even bedrooms; the expert cook could bring in tea 
at a pinch. But it is generally left to be done 
by the young under-servants when the upper ones 
are out, and so it is difficult for the mistress to 
make her plans as regards guests. Also it is 
hard on the young ones.

Any mistress with sense does any or all of these 
things, and is willing to be left alone in the house 
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. when all the servants, 
young and old, good and bad, are out for a day’s 
holiday.

More womanly service is necessary, and short 
of drastic reform, which may come soon or late, 
and perhaps will not be recognised as reform 
when it does come, a little womanly sense would 
give many a woman servant pleasure and leisure 
that a mistress is now, with the best intentions, 
powerless to give her.

Caroline MARSHALL.

LAST WEEK’S CARTOON.
May I, as a non-militant suffragist and a constant 

reader of the COMMON Cause, say a few words of protest 
against the spirit of this week's cartoon ? We may 
(many of us do) deplore the recent militant methods 
as almost suicidally tragic, we may (if we must) condemn 
them as ethically indefensible ; but to hold up those 
who are practising them to ridicule seems to me to be 
descending perilously near to the same plane as those 
less reputable members of the Anti-Suffrage camp 
who jested about the women’s struggles with the police 
and made merry over the tortures of the hunger-strikers. 
Is it not enough that we say—emphatically and publicly 
—that we neither sympathise with, nor condone these 
methods; is it not even a little undignified to make 
jokes about them ? (Miss) Bertha Lowe,

Hindhead. (N.U.W.S.S.).
[We allude to this letter in “Notes and Comments.” 

—Ed. C.C..]

AMENDMENTS TO THE REFORM BILL.
May I beg that you will do your utmost to promote 

discussion in the Common Cause on the suggested 
" Norwegian ” or “ Dickinson II." amendment to the 
coming Reform Bill ? It is absolutely appalling to me that 
ardent women suffragists should calmly consider whether 
the enfranchised women be described as Wives of Voters, 
Wives of Householders, or Married Women qualified 
by Residence, while the barbarous law of coverture 
remains as the basis of the qualification, and is willingly 
eagerly accepted by leaders and led alike. Until last 
Saturday, when came Miss Abadam's splendid article 
in the Standard, no sign, no word of protest have I 
discovered from those who are supposed, to be in the 
van of the greatest movement of our time. Can we 
really be so indifferent to all first principles, to all 
instinctive love of freedom, that we will greedily take 
the vote thrown thus to us as bondwomen, and so pros- 
titute our cause, and strangle ourselves by means of 
this franchise, which at its best is but an infinitesmal 
step on the long road upward which we have to tread ? 
Under we are in Church, State and Society, and richly 
we deserve to be if still so fettered in spirit. The im­
plication that the wife vote is a species of plural or 
faggot vote is too insulting to be dealt with seriously 
in a Suffrage paper. How would the following degrading 
positions be avoided under a marriage qualification ?:—

(1) On a woman becoming a widow, and not a house- 
holder, she is thereby disfranchised.

(2) A man and woman living together, but unmarried, 
the woman loses her vote, not the man.

(3) A man might by various means disfranchise 
his wife while leaving himself unaffected in this matter.

It is unreasonable to expect that ordinary politicians 
should consider the ethics of our cause, but cannot 
the great Suffrage Societies devise something reason- 
able? Mr. Lloyd George and others may, be willing 
to listen before they have finally committed them- 
selves to any scheme. After they have definitely 
formulated some scheme it may be no easy matter 
to influence them.

Why not a higher age limit for women ?
DOROTHY PEART.

Fovant, Salisbury.
Dec. 10th, 1911.

' [We welcome correspondence on this subject.— 
Ed. C.C.]

QUESTIONS AT MEETINGS.
I regret that your footnote to my letter does not seem 

to me accurate. You say that Mr. Lloyd George 
proposed a bargain. I enclose the verbatim report of 
the opening sentence of his speech:—

“ Before I proceed with the subject matter of my 
speech I have one announcement to make. I propose 
in the course of my speech to say something about both 
manhood and womanhood suffrage. If anybody is 
anxious to ask a question of me at the end to elucidate 
any proposition which seems obscure in my speech I 
shall be happy to answer him.—(Cheers.) But if 
there is anyone intending merely to interrupt and to 
make it difficult for me to advocate the cause which 
he professes to support—well then he must take his 
chance." • . , .

In this I cannot find any bargain. There is a condition 
laid down as to what kind of question may be asked, 

• and Mr. Lloyd George seems to imply that he will not 
interfere to lessen the usual violence of the Stewards. 
That is all. . M. PETTY.

2, Clarendon Street, Nottingham.
[It seems to us that Mr. Lloyd George made a perfectly 

fair proposition. The Men’s Political Union determined 
that if he did not say what they wanted him to say, they 
would do their best to prevent his continuing his speech. 
These are terms no public man can or should accept.— 
Ed. C.G.]

THE FUN OF RIOTING.
In an editorial footnote among the correspondence 

of your December 7th issue, I regret to find that you 
characterise the disturbances at ministerial functions 
as “fun” and “rioting,” and imply that it is the 
Suffragists who derive the fun from these riots. I 
sincerely hope that this remark was not due to that 
deliberate misrepresentation we unfortunately find 
in some of our London daily press, but rather resulted 
from ignorance_of what actually takes place on these 
occasions.

Tn The Times report of that meeting to which you 
refer—at Bath—it is stated that one man was ejected 
merely for saying " Mr. Chairman," while many other 
members of the Men’s Political Union were violently 
thrown out for making some pertinent interruption, 
which on any other subject would but be applauded 
or booed—nothing more.

These remarks were made in an orderly but deliberate 
manner, and perhaps it is this combined legality and 
firmness—so tantalising to keen party politicians— 
which causes the stewards to lose all self-control and 
indulge in the riotous behaviour of which you all com- 
plain—in fact so much was this the case at Bath, that 
the police actually had to defend our members against 
the brutal blows of the stewards; it is the militant 
suffragist who questions or interjects. (all the time 
retaining his position unmoved), but it is the stewards 
and excited party followers who disturb the meeting;

One, more word, and that about the term “fun.” 
Is it your idea of fun to sit for half-an-hour or more, 
listening to songs of chorus from thousands of your 
opponents; then to sit in silence while the chairman 
introduces a man whom all but you have attended 
there to worship, knowing the whole time that the 
moment you utter a sound, scores of angry men will 
literally punch and kick your limbs—as many as can 
reach you—and continue to afford you this grim fun 
until the street is reached ? If it is right or necessar 

to eject an individual, is it really necessary to indulge 
in foul-play? Is it also necessary to excuse this mis- 
behaviour by describing it as " fun " ?

As one of those many men who have been thrown 
out in this way, I greatly deplore—although not present 
in Bath—those comments of abuse on my friends who 
underwent this suffering for high and sincere motives; 
far more do t deplore them from the pen of those whose 
cause they suffered to help.

HUGH A. FRANKLIN
(Hon. Assist. Organiser, Men’s Political

Dec. 9th, 1911. . Union.)
[We refer to this letter in “ Notes and Comments.”— 

ED. c.C] ’ • •   

SHREWSBURY NEWSAGENTS WHO STOCK THE 
"COMMON CAUSE."

Mr. Morgan, 27, Mardol.
Mr. Giles, 18, Mardol.
Mr. Thomas, Mardol Head.
Mr. Mansell, Wyle Cop.
Mr. Bayliss, High Street.
Mr. Mansell, Castle Street.
W. H. Smith and Son, Castle Street.

Forthcoming Meetings.
(The Meetings are given only a fortnight in advance.}

ARRANGED BY THE NATIONAT, UNION.

DECEMBER 14. ’ "T
Jarrow—-Mechanics’ Hall—Miss C. M. Gordon, Mrs 

Biltcliffe, Mrs. Black. 7.30
Hull—Temperance Hall, Beverley—Mrs. Corbett. 7.30
Plymouth—Chambers—Christmas Bazaar. 3.0
Keswick—Battersby Lecture Hall—Mrs. Bromley, 

Miss Sidney Knight, Mrs. Frank Marshall 
(chair). 8.0

Letchworth—Howard Hall—At the Literary and 
Debating Society, " The Vote and
Women’s Wages"—Miss I. O. Ford. 8.0

Littlehampton—Miss K. Hobart’s Drawing-room
Meeting—Miss O’Shea. Miss Urlin (chair). 3.30

Great Missenden—Miss Courtauld’s Drawing-room 
meeting—Mrs. Rackham. 2.30

King’s Lynn—Assembly Rooms, Town Hall—" At 
Home "—Mrs. Heitland, Miss Eva Ward, 1 
Rev. A. W. Hayes (chair). 3.0

Olton—Oak Mount—Mrs. Underwood’s Drawing- 
room meeting—Mrs. Eric Carter. 3.30

Croydon—Mrs. H. Hayward’s and Mrs. Shannon’s 
Drawing-room meeting—Mrs. Duncan 
Harris. . 3.15

DECEMBER 15.
Woking—Central Assembly Hall, Chertsey Road— 

The Committee " At Home "—Miss C. D. 
Corbett, Prof. E. J. Urwick. 3.45

Newcastle-on-Tyne—Lovaine Hall—-Teachers’ " At 
Home "—" Alice in Ganderland 
speaker. Dr. Ethel Williams. 8.0

Scarborough—Liberal Club—Mrs. C. H Corbett.” 7.0 
Bournemouth—Princes Hall, Grand Hotel—Miss 

• Abadam, Rev. H P. James (chair). . 4.0
Worthing—Blackman’s Hotel—" Children’s Care Com- 

mittees ’ —Mrs. Handel Booth, Mrs. 
Henry Wright (chair). 8.15

Hitchin—Workman’s Hall—" Women’s UnequalWages 
and Sweating "—Miss I. O. Ford, Mrs. 
Wathen (chair). 3.15

Bramhall—Council Room Board School Buildings— 
Miss Robertson. 7.30

Swaffham—Vicarage Room—Mr. W. T. Mirrlees, Miss 
Eva Ward, The Vicar (chair). 8.0

DECEMBER 16.
Newcastle-on-Tyne—27, Ridley Place—“ Our hopes 

for 1912"—Miss C. M. Gordon. 3.0

DECEMBER 18.
Newcastle-on-Tyne—27, Ridley Place— Speakers’ 

Class—“(Deputation to M.Ps.” 8.0
Guildford—The Village Hall, Shalford—Miss I. O.Ford, 

Mr. H. Rolleston Stables, Lady Chance 
(chair). 4 8.0

DECEMBER 19.
West Bromwich—Library Lecture Room—Miss 

Abadam. 7.45
Yeovil—Town Hall—Mrs. Philip Snowden, Miss K. 

M. S. Robertson, Rev. A. W. G. Butt 
(chair). 8.0

South Farnborough—Town Hall—Mrs. R. Lyall- 
Dempster. 3.0

DECEMBER 20.
Folkestone—Town Hall—" How the Vote was Won " 

‘ Press Cuttings " (A.F.L.)—Speaker, 
Miss Abadam. 7.30

Highbridge—Town Hall—Mrs. Philip Snowden, Miss 
K. M. S. Robertson, — Carp, Esq. (chair). 8.0

LONDON.

DECEMBER 14.
Islington—-Miss E. Hills’s “ At Home,” Mrs. R. C.

Garnett, Mrs. Bartram (chair). 4.30 .
Central Hackney—144, Clapton Common—-Cake and / 

Candy Sale, " Alice in Ganderland.”
_____ 3—6 and 8—10 DECEMBER 15.

5°, Porchester Terrace, W —The Hon. Mrs. Franklin’s 
Drawing-room Meeting—Mrs. F. T. 
Swanwick M.A., on " The Common 
Cause.” Cards of invitation to be had 
on application to Mrs. Franklin. 3.0 

DECEMBER 16.
Kensington—Bosworth Hall — B.W.T.A., Speaker 

on W.S. 8.15

SCOTLAND.

DECEMBER 14.
Liberton—Anderson Hall—Miss Chrystal Macmillan, 

Miss Alice Low, Dr. Taylor (Men’s League, 
• chair).

Forres—Mechanics’ Institute—“ The position of 
Women under the Insurance Bill, with 
special reference to the Servants’ Tax,” 

. • Mrs. Hunter and Mrs. Fraser.

8.o

DECEMBER 15.
Glasgow—Office, 202, Hope Street—Miss Miller’s " At 

Home.’ 4.0
Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place—" Council meeting 

of the N.U.," Miss Alice Low. 4.30
DECEMBER 16.

Gourock—Gamble Institute—Cake and Candy Sale. 3.0
DECEMBER 18.

Falkirk—Lower Institute Hall—Miss K. Scott Mon- 
crieff. 1 8.0 

DECEMBER 19.
Grantown-on-Spey—" The Insurance Bill and the 

Servant Tax," Mrs. Hunter, Miss McEwen.

IRELAND.
DECEMBER14.

Dublin—35,2Molesworth Street, Annexe Hall—Irish 
W. S. and Local Government Association
Committee Meeting. > 11.30

ADDRESSED BY MEMBERS OF THE UNION.

DECEMBER 14.
Swanage—Hall over Conservative Club—C.U.W.F.A.— 

Miss Abadam, Laurence Housman, Esq. 
Colonel Slater (chair). 3.0

Great Missenden—Liberal Association—Mrs. Rackham 8.0 
1 DECEMBER 17.
Oldham—Bartlam Place, Horsedge Street—United 

Irish League—" Women’s Suffrage,’ 
Miss Field. 3 o 

DECEMBER 18. 
Radcliffe—Conservative Association—Miss Robertson. 
  Evening.

Christmas
Comfort 

for

BISSELL
USERS. • 1

There is no more appropriate CHRIST­
MAS PRESENT than a Bissell Carpet 
Sweeper. Certainly none more welcome. 
Send for Catalogue of handsome Presen­
tation Patterns and name of nearest Agent.

Prices from 10/6 
MARKT & CO. (London), LD., 

38, WILSON ST., LONDON, E.C.

HAIR.
Colour Restored to its perfectly 

natural colour by the use of

COURTICE’S EXTRACT
OF NUT GALLS.

Invaluable to ladies for their hair, 
as it restores the colour close to 
the skin in a few hours. Unequalled for whiskers and 
moustaches ; feeds the roots. Inexpensive, harmless, 
and unchangeable. Post free. United Kingdom, 2/9, 3/9, 
5/3,10/6, 21/-: sample, 1/3. Established 52 years. Medical

Certificate with each hottie.

FUSTY and fading hair checked at once by using 
COURTICE’S CALIMIANTHIST. Known to be abso­
lutely reliable. Almost colourless. Nature’s true restorer 
for hair of any shade from golden to jet black. Not a 
dye, not a stain. Free from poison and any injurious 
ingredient. Does not soil linen or the skin, and warranted 
harmless. Post free, 2/3, 3/9,5/3, 6/9. Enormous saving 
by buying the 6/9 size, contains nearly 6 times the Quantity 

of that in 2/3 bottles,

HAIR FALLING OUT STOPPED in a week by the use 
of COURTICE’S HAIR STIMULANT (Eau Tonique).
Quite harmless. Its use cannot be detected, Post 

free, 2/9, 5/4,

Invaluable for improving growth of hair, and preventing 
hair falling out from the roots.

COURTICE’S QUININE, GLYCERINE, AND CAN- 
THARIDES. A Scientifically prepared and positive Hair 
Grower. Checks decay. Imitated by many but equalled 

by none. 2/6,5/-, 10/6,

FREEMAN & CO„
20, Mimosa St., Fulham, London. S.W-

PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS.
if at exceeding 10 words: 1 insertion, 9d. ; 2 insertions. 

lt. 3d. ; 3 insertions, 1s. 3d. ; 6 insertions, 2s. 9d. ; 13 
insertions, 5s. 6d. Every additional ten words, 6d. extra 
per insertion. All payments for Advertisements should 
be made to the Manager, 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

SUFFRAGE NOTICES.

Bromley, KENT.—THE COMMON CAUSE on Sale, 
Barton, 42, East Street.

SUFFRAGE CHRISTMAS CARD. — Jeanne d’Arc.
Quotations—Whitman - Meredith - Tennyson. 2d. 

Calendar, 3d. and 6d. All profits to Gause.—Dowson, 
Park, Nottingham.

PROFESSIONAL.

Mary McLachlan, Ty pist, 4, Chapel Walk 
Manchester.

(UFFRAGIST seeks engagement, companion or 
kJ daily engagement. Certificated masseuse.—1012 
Common CAUSE Office.

GENERAL.

Boneless CORSETS, unbreakable. Illustrated
List Free.—Knitted Corset Company, Notting- 

ham.

Black PUGS, 3 to 6 guineas.—58, Pulteney Street, 
Bath.

OR A CHARITY.—Bead Chains, Suffrage Colours, 
3s. 6d., 2s. 6d. also all kinds Bead Articles sent 

Suffrage Sales on commission.—Mrs. Porter, The 
Avenue, Fleet.

IREE !—200 Patterns of charming unshrinkable
Woollen Winter Blouse Material; wide range 

of beautiful designs, artistic shades warm, light, 
washable, wears years, looks smart for years.— 
Hutton’s 159, Larne, Ireland.

HEADACHE POWDERS. — Fourteen Cures for 
One Shilling. Higgins, Pharmacist, Stevenage.

ADIES, GENT.’S AND CHILDREN’S Cast-off
Clothing, Boots, etc., wanted to buy. Best 

prices given. Parcels sent will be valued and 
cheques sent per return.—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby 
Street, Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

OLD FALSE TEETH.—We give highest possible 
prices for above. Offers made; if unacceptable, 

teeth returned. Dealers in old Gold or Silver in any 
form. Bankers’ references. Straightforward dealing. 

•—Woolfall and Company, Southport.

WHERE TO LIVE.

Apartments to let.—a. Edwards, Whitethorn 
Villa, Pilmer Road, Crow borough.

OUNTRY NURSING AND CONVALESCENT
HOMES. Penn’s Lane, Erdington, near Bir- 

mingham. For Paying Patients. (Under the dis­
tinguished patronage of the Countess of Bradford.) 
Medical, .Surgical, Massage. Permanent Patients 
received in Homes. (Care of one delicate child.) 
Fully certificated. Hospital-trained Nurses sent 
out on application. — Miss C. Fallows, Matron. 
Telephone’: 117 Erdington. Telegrams : “ Nursing, 
Erdington.”

HOSTEL FOR LADIES—Central. Highly re­
commended.—Miss Sullivan, 50, Osnaburgh 

Street, Portland Road Station, W. Terms moderate.

LETCH WORTH.—Well-furnished House to let from 
middle of December. Stands in } acre of garden.

Two entertaining, three good bedrooms, bath (hot and 
cold). Rent moderate.—Address, B., Yoxford Cottage, 
Letchworth._______________________________________

PAYING Guests received in house charmingly sit- 
uated, overlooking the Bay; exquisite scenery, 

health-giving climate; private rooms ; with or without 
board; bungalow.—Mr. and Mrs. Hudson, Knowes 
Lodge, Silverdale, near Carnforth.

SWITZERLAND, CHAMPERY — English family 
receives guests. Comfortable chalet; good 

winter sports. 6 to 8 frs., including afternoon tea.— 
Chalet Jeannette.

VEGETARIAN BOARD-RESIDENCE, temporary ‘ 
or permanent. Homelike. Ladies and Gentle­

men. Convenient situation. Room and Breakfast 
from 3/- per day.—Madame Veigeld, 63 and 65, 
Hereford Road, Bayswater, W.

QA REDCLIFFE GARDENS, London, S.W.
O, Ladies only. Terms from 258.
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Dr. Andrew Wilson says:
' Iron ‘ Jelloids ’ are indeed an excellent 

tonic, and may be taken with advantage 
wherever a tonic is required. . . . The 
most effective and desirable treatment for 
ANAEMIA.”

The Iron ‘ Jelloid ’ way renders 
the taking of an iron tonic a pleasure. 
Try Iron ‘ Jelloids ’ now, and you will 
be both pleased and surprised at the 
wonderfully quick results.

Iron Jelloids'
s . Palatable, Reliable, Non-constipating, Inexpensive.

A fortnight's trial (Price 1/11) will convince you
Mrs. Sayers, 13, Hannah’s Terrace, Spyvee Street, Groves. 

Hul, writes: I cannot speak too highly of the benefit my 
Daushterhas derived from Iron ‘ Jelloids,’ I was recommended 
to give my Daughter your * Jelloids,’ as she was awfully Anamic. 

—he has only been taking the ‘ Jelloids ’ a very short time. I find 
thatthey have improved her appetite, and that she is much 
prienter. I have recommended Iron ' Jelloids ′ to several of my 
friends and will do all in my power to recommend them else- 
where." -

HUNDREDS OF SIMILAR LETTERS RECEIVED.

THE IDEAL TONIC Awarded

M

HOW IRON ‘JELLOIDS’ ARE SOLD:—
For Children and Delicate Ladies, Iron ‘Jelloids ’ No. 1, 
- ----- - price 1/11 and 2/6

For Adults, Iron • Jelloids’ No. 2..............................  1/14 and 2/9
Tonio for Men, Iron ′ Jelloids ’ with Quinine. No. 2A ,, 1/13 and 2/9

FROM ALL CHEMISTS, or direct from

Miss A. D. Bird, 35, Hill Rise, Richmond, writes:—" I cannot 
speak too highly of the good Iron ‘Jelloids’ did me. 1 had 
suffered from Anaemia land Indigestion for years, and nothing 
did me any good until I tried them. I have never had it since. I 
know they are of wonderful benefit to anyone suffering from 
anaemia or chronic indigestion.”
s. C. H. Cator, 126, Barkworth Road, Rotherhithe, 
writes := ’ Having taken ‘ Jelloids’ for anaemia and found great 
benefit from them, I shall endeavour to make known to all my 
friends the great change that takes place so quickly. They are 
a blessing in disguise to women.”

GOLD MEDAL atthempikva
COUPON No. 178. (COMMON CAUSE.)

A Fortnight’s Treatment of either No. 1, 2 or 2A and a Free Book 
on Anaemia, by Dr. Andrew Wilson, will be forwarded POST FREE 
on receipt of this coupon (or number) and 1/2 direct from

(Seeola)TOOTH POWDER 
ALDENTIFRICE, BECAUSE

It is Antiseptic but non-poisonous. -
Does not contain any injurious Acid or Dye.
Preserves and whitens the teeth.
Certified by the Institute of Hygiene, 1910. 
Awarded honours at the Japan-British Exhibition..
Sold by Chemists Everywhere.

. Wholesale: Black Bull Works, Caledonian Market, London. N.A

Visitors desiring to see 

THE HOLY THORN 
at GLASTONBURY

in bloom at Xmas time, can be accommodated at the 
Lotus Tea Rooms, Ltd. Engage rooms in advance. 

Telegrams: LOTUS, GLASTONBURY.

THE INTERNATIONAL SUFFRAGE SHOP 
Invites you to its

CHRISTMAS PARTY,
On Saturday and Sunday, December 16 and 17.

ADMISSION FREE. 4 to 11 p.m. 
15, ADAM STREET, STRAND.

Cafe Chantant, Suffrage Lantern Show, Bazaar, Games, 
Old Curiosity Shop, Gallery of Famous Women, Miss 
Hamilton and her Wax Works, etc.

“INVISIBLE COURIER” TOURS
Dr. Seelie's System.

(Pre-arranged, inclusive, independent.)
Tours arranged to the Riviera, Italy, Spain, 
Algiers and Tunis, Egypt, Mediterranean Cruises, 

&c., &c.
State your requirements and full particulars will be sent 

to you.
50, Parliament Street, London, S.W.

MONTAGUE HOTEL
(Temperance),

MONTAGUE STREET, RUSSELL SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 
Close to British Museum.

BED and BREAKFAST (attendance inclusive), 3/6 to 5/6. Back 
Rooms (overlooking garden) perfectly quiet.

> SMOKING ROOM.
Telegrams—“ FAITHFUL,” LONDON. Telephone—9992 Central.

ROYAL ABBEY LAUNDRY AND
CLEANING WORKS, 

CHISWICK PARK, W.
Telephone: 588 (HAMMERSMITH.

Proprietors—Mr. and Mrs. F. HENRY.

Deansgate Temperance Hotel,
LAHGEST AND BEST IN THE TOWN.

"C-eASP-EE• Most centrally situated.
Manchester and Salford Cars to all parts pass close to the Hotel.

PASSENGER LIFT. TWO NIGHT PORTERS.
Re-decorated and re-furnished.

National Telephone 5538 & 5539 City, Manchester.

STANLEY D, GORDON, Manager-
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