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XXVI.-WHEN I AM M.P.
MISS ELISABETH EDWARDES, Prospective Liberal Candidate for South-East St. Pancras.

I have been asked to write a few words on what 
I shall do when I am M.P. Being a Liberal, I shall 
naturally devote my energies and give my time and 
my voice to everything that promotes Equality of 
Opportunity.

By Equality of Opportunity I mean, in the main, 
three things. First, a system of real co-partnership 
and profit-sharing in indus-

—all these could be developed still further with advant- 
age. It is impossible for a nation to do too much for 
the benefit of the children. The necessary money for
this and for increased education can easily be obtained 

by spending less on the most wasteful and stupid form 
of extravagance in which we indulge, namely, arma­
ments. I hope always to raise my voice against

try — something w h i ch 
means a sharing of respon­
sibility arid management 
and also a share of profits 
for all engaged in an indus- 
try and not only for the 
few. Secondly, a breaking 
•o f the Land Monopoly 
which . exists to-day, and 
the result of which is that 
the Landlord very often sits 
still while the people create 
a value for his land by the makingof roads and rail- pienice loping of indus­
tries, and so on. I hold 
that equality of opportunity 
will only be reached when 
the wealth created by the 
Community goes to the 
Community. Thirdly, there 
should be equality - of 
opportunity in Education, 
and naturally, as'a woman, 
I take a great interest in 
this. I should like to see 
it possible for all children 
to have the opportunity of 
obtaining Secondary and 
University Education by 
means of Scholarships. 
Our children are our 
greatest national asset and

unnecessary increase
any 
and

Ph'otQ'by} MISS ELISABETH EDWARDES. IC. Vandyk, Ltd.

in favour of decrease in the 
building of implements of 
war, I feel . this very 
strongly from the point of 
view of it being a bad way 
of spending money, quite 
apart from my opinions on 
the miseries and horrors 
of war. I am convinced 
that most women feel as 
I do, and I am sure that 
the more women take part 
in public 1 lie, the nearer we 
shall get to bur Ideal of 
World Peace.

With regard to what are 
usually termed “ Women's 
Questions "—personally,' I 
dislike the term, all ques­
tions are our questions, and ' 
I hope all intelligent and | 
common - sense points of | 
view are our point of view 
—I revert here to the words 
with which I started : I 
believe in, and I shall work i 
for, Equality - of Oppor- | 
tunity. First the Vote on , 
the same terms as men, ,
and that . equal i

should
possible chance to equip themselves 
them, and I shall do everything in 
them that chance. •

be given the best 
for the life before 
my power to give

chances and a fair deal.
Lastly, but very far from

least, I hope to be of use to my constituents when they 
need help or advice in difficulties with which I can deal.

Ishall also hope to be able to work to promote the 
health of our children. Welfare Work of all sorts— 
Health-visiting in Schools and outside—Special Schools

I intend giving my whole time to Parliament, and any | 
grievance or injustices under which my constituents I 
suffer will naturally be the first call on my time.

These, very briefly. are some of my hopes and 
intentions.
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WOMEN AT HOME AND ABROAD.
Woman Medical Officer.

Edmonton Board of Guardians have recently 
appointed Dr. Fanny Cattle as Medical Officer for the 
West Green district of Tottenham. It is the first time 
a woman has been given this post at Edmonton, and 
her appointment was carried by 22 votes to 12, the 
Board consisting of 20 members of each sex. One of 
the men members objected to a woman being- appointed, 
because there might be cases in which it was not desir­
able to have a woman doctor. One of the women 
Guardians then pointed out that if a woman doctor 
ought not to examine a man, a man doctor should not 
examine a woman patient; and another woman member 
remarked that if the man who objected happened to be 
ill, he would have a woman nurse.

Three Enterprising Girls.
Emily (aged 19), Connie (17), and Mary (14), the 

daughters of a miner, left home for the first time in 
their lives at the end of last May to try to earn enough 
to support their father, mother, three sisters and them- 
selves. Their mother at home made artificial flowers, 
and the girls made a 1,100-mile tramp through the 
length and breadth of the North of England to sell them 
during the coal stoppage. They would start . at 
5 o’clock in the morning, tramp io or 15 miles to some 
town or village, and then made a door-to-door sale of 
the flowers which their mother had stayed up all night 
to make for them. Then they would take to the road 
again and make for their lodgings. Once they paddled 
six miles through the sea to Flam-borough, and then 
had to scramble up the cliffs. As a result of their 
efforts, the family was kept out of debt until the coal 
dispute was over.

Olympic Games.
According' to the Daily News, the International 

Federation of Women Athletes, at a meeting held last 
week in Paris, passed the following resolution unanim- 
ously with reference to the Olympic Games to be held 
in Amsterdam in 1928 :—“ The Committee of the 
Federation demands that at the Olympic Games two 
complete days should be reserved for women’s events, 
according to a programme elaborated by a Committee 
of three members.” The International Amateur 
Athletic Federation agreed last August to introduce 
special competitions' for women at the next Olympic 
Games for the first time in the Games’ history.

Much-Travelled Woman.
Miss Gertrude Bacon, who was the speaker 

at the LeedsWomen’s. Luncheon Club recently, 
has had a life full of adventure. The daughter 
of the late Rev. J. M. Bacon, the noted scien­
tific explorer, she usually accompanied and assisted 
him in his expeditions. She went with him on 
three eclipse expeditions—to Lapland, India, and 
America. She was the first British woman to ascend 
in an aeroplane, and one of the first to make a voyage 
in an airship. Miss Bacon is gifted both as lecturer 
and writer, and her books include, in addition to a life 
of her father, several valuable works on flying'.

Useful Assistance for Woman Mayor.
The Evening News states that Eastbourne proposes 

to provide a car and chauffeur for Miss Alice Hudson, 
its woman Mayor.

Other issues of the series, “When I am M.P.”:—Miss MARY RICHARDSON, September M, 1926; The Lady RATH- 
CREEDAN. August 27, 1926; Mrs. CECILIA STREETEN, April 2, 1926; Dr. STELLA CHURCHILL, March 12, 
1926; Mrs. MURIEL MATTERS PORTER, September 12, 1924; Mrs. ANNE CORNER, August 29, 1924; 
Mrs. LOUIE SIMPSON) J.P., August 15, 1924; Councillor ELLEN C. WILKINSON, M.A., July 4, 1924; 
Miss MINNIE PALLISTER, July 6, 1923; Miss C. PICTON-TURBERVILL, September 8, 1922; Mrs. HAMILTON 
MORE-NESBITT, August 18, 1922; Mrs. BURNETTSMITH, June 30, 1922; Lady CURRIE, April T, 1922; Mrs. 
STEWART BROWN, March 31, 1922; Miss HELEN FRASER, March 24, 1922; Lady COOPER, March 17, 1922; 
Commandant MARY S. ALLEN, O.B.E., February 17, 1922; Miss MARY P. GRANT, January 6, 1922; Mrs. 
MARJORIE PEASE, J.P., October 28, 1921; Mrs. AYRTON GOULD, October 21, 1921; Dr. ETHEL BENTHAM, 
October 7, 1921: Mrs. WINTRINGHAM, M.P., September 23, 1921; Mrs. ELEANOR BARTON, August 26, 1921;

Mrs. SCOTT GATTY, August 12, 1921; Mrs. CORBETT ASHBY, July 15, 1921.

University College and Women.
University College, London, which will celebrate the 

centenary of its foundation on April 30th this year, was 
the first University College founded for men to admit 
women students. That took place formally in 1869, 
although special classes were organised for women in 
1831. Women .students now number 1,076, one-third 
of the whole. Separate unions exist in the college for ._ 
men and women, but joint committees act together for 
the promotion of games, social gatherings, and some­
times for mixed debates.
Woman Insurance Manager.

Miss Edith Beesley has been appointed manager of 
the West End Branch of the Southern Life Assurance 
Association. This is the first time that a woman has 
received such an appointment.
New Magistrates—53 Men and 2 Women I

Fifty-five new County Magistrates have been 
appointed for Derbyshire, consisting of 53 men, but 
only two women—Miss Jackson, of Ashover, and Mrs. 
Violet Meymell, of Meymell Langley, both, of whom are 
members of well-known county families.
Argentina’s First Woman Magistrate.

On December 9th last, Dr. Emma Costa, Argentina’s 
first woman magistrate, took up her duties in the 
Province of San Juan, where she will officiate as the 
Government defender of minors, absent parties, and 
defectives.
Restrictions on Italian Women’s Education.

The Central News reports that the Fascist Govern­
ment has issued a regulation, excluding- young women 
from receiving instruction in philosophy, literature and 
history. In future, women are to be taught only the 
sciences, languages, and philology.

SLAVERY ABOLISHED IN KALAT STATE

In The Times of December 30th, it is recorded that 
the abolition of slavery has been decided upon in the 
State of Kalat, in Baluchistan, a maritime country 
between India and Persia. The Khan of Kalat, 
inspired by the British Political Officer at his Court, has 
for some time desired to liberate all the slaves in his 
dominions. Some of the tribal chiefs immediately sup- 
ported him, but others in the more remote part of the 
State at first made objections. They soon abandoned 
their opposition, however, and the Khan issued a 
proclamation on November 4th, abolishing private 
property in male and female slaves throughout his 
State. Slaves who wish to remain with their masters 
may do so, but on wages. Slavery under which families 
could be sold apart has existed from very ancient times 
in Kalat, and its abolition is the culmination of the 
long-continued efforts of the administration of Balu­
chistan to soften its rigour. -

OUR GLASGOW BRANCH.

We are glad to see that among the few names of 
women which occur in the New Year Honours List is 
that of Miss Margaret Hardinge Irwin, Vice-President 
of our Glasgow Branch. Congratulations to Miss 
Irwin and to the Branch on the C.B.E. which recog- 
nises the value of her work. , lgnap? bur ■•■:-< isiuri

NATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN TEACHERS

The Eighteenth Annual Conference of the National 
Union of Women Teachers opened at York last 
Monday, when our N.E.C. member, Miss C. Neal, 
L.L.A. (Swansea), was installed as President for 1927. 
Other members of our League, Miss L. Pierotti and 
Mrs. F. E. Key, were elected to the Central Council, 
and Miss E. F. Phipps was re-elected Editor of The 
Woman Teacher.
Children in the Industrial World.

In her Presidential address, Miss Neal pointed out 
that the school-leaving age, the raising of which was 
promised in 1918, remained where it was, and that 
535,000 boys and girls left school every year at the age 
of 14 to seek work in an already overcrowded market. 
There were still nearly 20,000 classes in the country 
with more than 50 children under the control of a 
single teacher, and 560 with more than 60 pupils.
Nursery Schools and Cost of Education.

Miss Neal emphasised the need for nursery schools 
to counteract the “ steady and undiminishing stream 
of defect or physical impairment of the entrants coming 
into schools at the age of five years, ’ ‘ to which Sir 
George Newman drew attention in his recent Report. 
She urged, too, that there must be sound primary 
education, leading to a greater development of technical 
and commercial training, and provision must be made 
for advanced education in Secondary Schools and 
Universities in order to develop to the full the abilities 
of the young people of the nation, and so provide the 
trained intellect necessary for the workers, as well as 
for the leaders in industry and for the higher work of 
the scientific and commercial world. Further, the 
development of education in this country had been 
accompanied by a decrease of crime and a reduction 
of prisons; there was a correlation between these things 
—the one was the result of the other. It cost 
£68 9s. 4d. a year to maintain a convict, after deduct- 
ing the value of his labour; the average annual cost 
per child of elementary education for the whole country 
was SII 5s. 7d., and for a secondary school pupil 
£27 5 s- To spend money on education and its allied 
services was, the President declared, true economy.
Hardship to Women Teachers.

Miss Neal protested against the injustice meted out 
to women teachers in consequence of the reorganisa­
tion of their schools by many Local Education Authori­
ties, by which provision was made for the advanced 
instruction of the senior boys and girls. This “ re- 
organisation ” often meant the establishment of Senior 
Mixed and Junior Mixed Departments, instead of the 
original separate departments for boys and girls, and 
almost invariably the headship of the Senior Depart­
ment was given to a man. Again, “ readjustments 
for economical reasons ” nearly always meant the 
amalgamation of .separate Boys’ and Girls’ Depart­
ments into one school with one head teacher, or of an 
Infants’ School with a Mixed Department. Here also 
it was generally the woman who was displaced and the 
headship given to a man. The amalgamation of depart­
ments and the consequent iniquitous displacing- of the 
woman teacher in favour of the man was taking place 
in various parts of the country—in Kent, in the South- 
West, in Wales and even in York itself. If amalgama­
tions must come, men and women should have an equal 
right to apply for and to obtain the headships,
Equal Pay and Equal Franchise.

Referring to Equal Pay, Miss Neal said that the 
measure of equality in the salaries of men and women teachers which they had won was unfortunately lost 
by the establishment of the Burnham-Scales, and if 
was women’s business to do their utmost so to arouse 
public opinion that, at the next salary settlement, 
nothing but Equal Pay would be possible. That could be helped if, in the meantime, they were successful in 
obtaining' Equal Franchise.: Miss Neal reminded them 
that they had had eight years of enfranchisement for

some women, and women teachers demanded it for all 
women, so that it would be no longer possible for a 
woman's vote to depend upon her possession of certain 
furniture, or for that right to be withheld because, in the 
opinion of the Registration Officer, the rooms in which 
that furniture stood were not used as “ a separate dwel- 
ling-place ‘ ‘—-which, being interpreted, sometimes 
meant the place where they ate their . meals ! She 
stressed the fact that ’ now was the time for 
demanding this reform, so that, at the next election, 
there would not be over 5,000,000 women, some of 
them under, but very many of them over, 30 years of 
age, who were deprived of citizenship.

Married Women Teachers.
With regard to married women teachers. Miss Neal 

declared that many members of Local Education Com­
mittees considered it a crime for a woman teacher to 
marry, and punished her for it by virtually depriving 
her of her certificate during her married life, restoring 
it to her again, if and when she became a widow ! 
Some time ago, when parties of French women teachers 
were visiting this country to observe its schools and 
methods of teaching, one of the things that struck them 
was the absence of married women teachers from our 
schools. When they were told that few Local Authori­
ties allowed married women teachers to be employed, 
one said, “ But why not? What have they done ? ’ ’ 
There were several married women amongst that group 
of French teachers.
National Union of Women Teachers.

It was because of these various injustices to women 
teachers, because of interference with their independ­
ence and their freedom of thought and action, that the 
National Union of Women Teachers came into and 
remained in existence, said Miss Neal.

“FAMILY ENDOWMENT.’’

Last week the Daily Telegraph gave some interesting 
details of the New South Wales Government's family 
endowment scheme, which it is stated will in solve an 
additional burden on employers of £7,000,000, repre- 
seating about 6 per cent, of the wages bill, of which 
the railways and other State enterprises will bear 
£1,500,000. Six shillings a week is to be paid for 
each child under 14, in addition to the basic wage to 
all employees in receipt of salaries or wages up to £750 
a year, and provision will be made for children over 
14 years of age who are incapacitated, invalids, or 
imbecile. With a basic wage of 84s. a married man 
with one child will receive a minimum of 90s.'; with 
two children, 96s. ; with three children,. 102s. ; with four 
children, 108s. ; with five children, 114s. ; and with six 
children, 120s. It is estimated that the total number 
of persons, including parents, who will benefit under 
the scheme, will be, in the case of one child, 180,000 ; 
two children, 207,000; three children, 174,000; four 
children, 12 5,000; five children, 76,000; and six children 
and over, 59,000; total, 821,000. A certain section of 
the Labour Party oppose the scheme, preferring an 
unconditional increase of the basic wage; and the 
manufacturers protest against the charge which the 
scheme will impose on industry alone, contending that 
it should be a national matter.

OUR LENDING LIBRARY.
“ What I Remember." By Millicent Garrett Fawcett. J P 

LL.D. J
“ Ancilia's Share.” An Indictment of Sex Antagonism. 

Anonymous.
" The Police Court and its Work.” Ry Henry Turner Waddy: $
"The Poor Man’s Court of Justice." By Cecil Chapman 

Life’s Fitful Fever." By M. W. Nevinson, j.p , L.L.A.
“In Darkest London.’’ By Mrs. Cecil Chesterton
“ Athletics for Women and Girts.” By S. C. Elliott Lynn 
" Moteley’s Concession.” By C. Nina Boyle.
" Passion's Thrall.”’ By May Strachan. -
“Women’s Problems of To-day." By Leonora Eyles . 

May be borrowed from the Literature Department at 
6d. per week.
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EDITORIAL.
The Editor is responsible for unsigned articles only. Articles, 

paragraphs, or cuttings dealing with matters of interest to women 
generally will be welcomed. Every effort will be made to return 
unsuitable MSS. if stamped addressed envelope be enclosed, but 
the Editor cannot be responsible in case of loss.

THE WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE.
Twenty years ago the Women’s Freedom League 

was founded to .secure, first and foremost, the Parlia­
mentary vote for women, at the same age and on the 
same term® as men ; and then to work for an equal 
status, equal opportunities, equal rewards, and equal 
responsibilities for women with men in every branch 
of our national life. Our chief efforts are still directed 
to the realisation of the equal political enfranchisement 
of women and men in this country; and at the same 
time we continue to work for the breaking- down of all 
legal barriers and artificial restrictions' which prevent 
women from exercising their powers equally with men 
in whatever sphere they may choose to work, or from 
claiming the same independence that men claim to 
manage their own affairs. We oppose with all our 
force any restrictions being imposed on women in the 
political world, in social life, in the Civil Service, in 
the professions, in commerce or in industry, which are 
not also imposed on men. We are a genuine non-party 
organisation, andare prepared to work with, or actively 
oppose, any Government, irrespective of its political 
colour,.according' to that Government’s attitude towards 
women’s claim for equal treatment and recognition with 
men. We are a democratic organisation, the policy 
of our League being based upon the resolutions passed 
each year at our Annual Conference, which are framed 
by our Branches and voted upon by the delegates 
appointed by those Branches to attend ths Conference, 
these delegates also voting according- to instructions 
received from their Branches, for the officials and the 
members of our National Executive Committee, who 
for the next year have to see that the League acts upon 
the resolutions passed at this Conference. We hail 
with enthusiasm every success gained by women in 
every department of life; we follow closely women’s 
work towards equality in other lands, and we try to 
keep in touch with all organisations in this country 
and in all other countries, which are definitely working 
for women’s freedom. We stand rigidly for the recog- 
nition of an equal moral standard for men and women, 
and insist that there shall be an equal justice in the 
law and its administration for men and women in 
regard to sex offences. We urge that women should 
take their full share in local government, and should 
seek election to all local governing bodies. We are 
convinced, however, that the surest way to win full 
equality for women is to get more and more women into 
Parliament, and in both Houses. Every year legisla­
tion affects the lives,of men and women more closely, 
and it is necessary for the safeguarding of women’s 
interests that more women should be in the House of 
Commons to criticise such legislation, and for the same 
reason that peeresses in their own right shouldbe in 
the House of Lords, since legislation has to pass 
through both Houses. Moreover,. if women in all 
countries are to have any real influence in the work of 
the League of Nations and. generally in international 
affairs, they must first gain equal political power with 
men in their own countries. The Women’s Freedom 
League has always been convinced that woman’s poli­
tical inferiority is at the basis of all her difficulties to 
secure equal recognition with men at home and abroad, 
and for this reason we work strenuously to secure the 
full equality of political power for women with men— 
at the polling booth, in both Houses of Parliament', in 
the Government, and in the Cabinet itself.

MORE HONOURS FOR MEN.

More than three columns in The Times were given up 
last. Saturday to the names of men who appear in the 
New Year Honours List. There are two Viscounts, 
both men; three Barons, all men; two Privy Council- 
lors, both men; seven Baronets, all men; forty-six 
Knights, all men, twenty-seven being- collected from 
this country, nine from India, five from the Dominions, 
and five from the Colonies, Protectorates, etc. The 
Order of the Bath is distributed as follows :—Two men 
received the G.C.B. ; five men the K.C.B. ; and nineteen 
men the C.B. The Star of India has been bestowed 
upon six men, one receiving the K.C.S.I., and five the 
C.S.I. Twenty-five men are awarded the Order of the 
Indian Empire, one of them having the K.C.I.E., and 
the others the C.I.E. One man, the Rev. Hugh 
Sheppard, has been made a Companion of Honour.. 
The Order of St. Michael and St. George has been 
conferred on twenty-eight men, three receiving the 
G.C. M.G., eight the K.C.M.G., and seventeen the 
C.M.G. The Kaisar-i-Hind Medal has been awarded 
to five men and five women, the women being Miss 
Lenna Mary Stratford, Deputy Directress of Public 
Instruction, Punjab; Miss Rose Harvey, Superinten­
dent of the Nasik Leper Asylum, Bombay; Miss 
Frances Whipham, Missionary, Bihar and Orissa; 
Miss Helen J er wood, Missionary, Cambridge Mission, 
Delhi; and Mrs. Parvati Ammal Chandrasekhara 
Aigar, Mysore. Then follows nearly half a column, in 
small print, of the names of officers and men in the 
Police Force and Fire Brigades in England, and Wales, 
Scotland, Northern Ireland, Australia, Union of South 
Africa, India, the Colonies, Protectorates and Man- 
dated Territories, to whom the King’s Police Medal 
has been awarded—not a woman’s name appears in this 
list. The Royal Victorian Order has been bestowed 
upon seventeen men, one of them receiving the 
G.C.V.O., four the K.C.V.O., four the C.V.O., 
and eight the M.V.O. Last of all comes the 
list of recipients of the Order of the British 
Empire, evidently the most insignificant of the 
Honours bestowed by the State, and principally, 
this time wholly, reserved for women. Ten women’s 
names appear in this list, the Dowager Countess of 
Jersey, J.P., President, Victoria League, receiving the 
D.B.E. for Imperial Services; the C.B.E. being con- 
ferred upon Mrs. Sarah Boyce for political and public 
services in Surrey; on Miss Margaret Hardinge Irwin, 
General Secretary, Scottish Council for Women’s 
Trades; on Mrs. Grace Thyrza Kimmins, Founder and 
Honorary Secretary of the Heritage Craft School for 
Crippled Children; on Miss Katherine Janie Stephen­
son, J.P., Vice-Chairman Public Health Committee, 
Wiltshire County Council; on Mrs. Eugenie Strong, 
for services to Archceology; on Mrs. Alice Edith Vlie- 
land, for political and public services in Exeter; and on 
Miss Anna Elisa. Wark, Chief Woman Inspector, 
Board of Education; and the O.B.E. on Miss Hilda 
Maud Milsom, Principal Clerk in His Majesty’s Private 
Secretary’s Office, and on Miss Margaret Polson, 
Superintending' Clerk (Acting), Ministry of Health.

Once again we protest against the totally inadequate 
and paltry Honours bestowed upon women, as com­
pared with those distributed amongst men. It is 
absurd to pretend that the ten women whose names 
appear in this last list and the five women who received' 
the Kaisar-i-Hind Medal are the only, women in the 
British Empire who have rendered services to the State, 
of equal importance with the hundreds of ordinary men 
whose names appear in the Honours Lists each year. 
When women have equal political power with men in 
this country—the Parliamentary Vote at the same age 
and on the same terms as men, and the right of 
peeresses in their own right to membership of the House 
of Lords, together with many more women Members of 
the House of Commons—the Government, no matter 
what its political colour, will be compelled to act impar­
tially as between its men and women citizens in its 
distribution of Honours.

NOTES FROM THE FOREIGN PRESS.
By Marian Berry.

In order to facilitate the sale of milk, we learn- from 
the Schweizer Frauenblatt of December 10th that the 
milk dealers in Nurnberg have arranged for a movable 
kiosk for the sale of milk in the streets. The kiosk, 
which is made in the form of a small house, is fitted 
with hot and cold water, a refrigerator, cleansing 
apparatus, glasses, etc. For a penny or twopence it is 
possible to obtain warm or cold milk, a roll and cheese, 
and junket. It is expected that the public will make 
good use of this kiosk, which will be always available 
at outdoor gatherings and on sports grounds.

The December number of Die Frau im Staat includes 
a manifesto by the German and Austrian Sections of 
tlle Women’s International League, in regard to the 
proposed union of the two countries. The manifesto is 
of considerable interest and gives in detail the reasons 
why both sections consider such a step would not be 
in the interests of either country. Emphasis is laid on 
the importance of working for Free Trade or for a 
fixed duty on commodities among all European States 
as a preliminary step to a United States of Europe.

The Roumanian Council of Women was founded in 
1922, and since its inauguration it has founded schools 
for the teaching- of trades and gardening. The Coun­
cil’s main work, however, has been for Peace and for 
the securing, of a better understanding between the 
Minority Groups, which have become part of the nation 
since the war. Quite recently the Roumanian Council 
invited 150 children from the Minority Groups to visit 
Bucharest, so that they should meet children of other 
nationalities and become acquainted with the capital 
of their country. The Roumanian Council has lately 
had a visit from Lady Aberdeen, the President of the 
International Council of Women, and representative 
women of the Minority Groups were specially invited 
to attend the reception given to Lady Aberdeen.

CONVALESCENT HOMES IN PUBLIC PARKS.
In the December issue of The World’s Health is an 

extremely interesting- account by Ada Sand of a simple, 
practical and inexpensive way of helping convalescence 
by the utilisation of public parks. In 1920, at the 
instigation of a doctor in Amsterdam, the Association 
of Convalescent Homes in Public Parks was formed, 
under the patronage and with the financial aid of the 
Dutch Red Cross. The first establishment was opened 
in May, 1923, in a public park in Amsterdam. In 
September of the same year, a convalescent home was 
opened on the deck of an old man-of-war, the “ Wil- 
helmina,” stationed on the Amstel. Another home is 
shortly to be opened in another park in Amsterdam. 
Rotterdam, following this example, opened its first 
convalescent home in a public park in April, 1925, and 
Leeuwarden and Haarlem intend shortly to follow suit.

The Amsterdam convalescent home consists. of a 
wooden hut, completely open on one side so that it 
forms a verandah, on which there are placed thirty 
camp beds and invalid chairs. The remainder! of the 
hut contains an office, a kitchen, cloak-rooms, bath- 
rooms, and isolation cubicles. A row of shrubs shuts 
off that part of the park which is reserved for the con- 
valescents. The home is visited daily by a doctor, who 
decides the length of stay (on an average six weeks), 
and reports to the doctor in charge of the case when 
the cure is completed. ’ The staff is composed of a 
nurse, an attendant, and a kitchen maid. The patients 
are chosen among the following :—(1) Convalescents • 
(2) people suffering from overwork, andmia, nervous 
debility or psychasthenia; (3) tuberculous patients wait­

ing for a place in a sanatorium; but tuberculous

Last summer interesting- proposals in regard to 
maternity and child welfare were laid before the 
French Parliament by one of the members. It was 
proposed that the pregnant and nursing mother should 
be granted leave of absence for a period of four months 
on full pay—the period to cover the time before and 
after the child’s birth—and that the woman should not 
return to her work without a doctor’s certificate to 
the effect that employment would not be detrimental 
either to herself or to the child’s health. If it should 
be necessary to extend the leave of absence, another 
month is to be allowed on the same terms, and in the 
event of the woman being unable to work for the first 
year of her child’s life, a bonus of 25 per cent, of her 
usual wage will be paid. The scheme will apply to 
all women employed in France or in the Colonies, 
irrespective of nationality.

It was further suggested that women who are not 
employed for wages and whose annual income is 
not above 12,000 francs shall receive a similar payment 
for two months before and two months after their con­
finement, with a view to ensuring that neither the 
woman’s nor the child’s health shall be impaired. 
Every nursing mother will have the right to a bonus 
of 25 per cent, of the average wage of her town or 
village, if she is in need of it. As in the case of women 
employed industrially, the scheme would apply to 
women of all nationalities.

The final proposal dealt with the establishment of 
Infant Creches in all workplaces where more than 50 
women, who are above the age of 16, are employed. 
A Commission, on which doctors and other responsible 
persons will serve, will be responsible for the control 
of these creches. The administration of the suggested 
scheme will be in the hands of the Department for the 
protection of the mother and child.

patients are only admitted on the recommendation of 
doctors belonging to the Amsterdam Anti-Tuberculosis 
League and under guarantee that they are not in any 
way dangerous to others.

In the majority of cases a notable improvement in 
health takes place. The home is open all the year 
round. In winter the patients are provided with hot- 
water bottles and blankets, and, in spite of cold and 
snow, the attendance never flag's. The patients arrive 
at half-past nine in the morning, after the other mem­
bers of the family have gone to school or work. The 
visiting housekeepers of the Amsterdam Association 
for Domestic Aid help convalescent women' to keep 
their own homes going during their stay at the Home. 
At 10 o’clock, the patients have hot milk; at II, 
coffee or chocolate; at 11.30, hot milk again. From 
11.30 till 12 the women walk about the garden; from 
12 till 12.30, the men. At 12.30 porridge is Served, or 
soup once or twice a week. From 1.30 to 2.30, rest; 
at 2.30, hot milk; at 3 o’clock, tea and bread arid 
butter; from 3 to 3.30, exercise for the women; from 
3.30 to 4, exercise for the men ; at 4 o’clock, hot milk. 
At 5 o’clock the patients return home, each having 
consumed more than a litre of milk.

Twice a week lessons are given to the children of 
school age, and choral or musical societies organise 
concerts.

The running- expenses are extremely low; as the 
doctor gives his services free of charge, the day’s 
maintenance costs about 1.1b florins per head, com- 
pared with 7 florins in a hospital.in 1924, 10,888 

daily treatments were given, and in 1925, 13,284.
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ON THE STATUTE BOOK.

Acts of special interest to women, which reached the 
Statute Book last year, are The Midwives and Maternity 
Homes Act, which enacts that no unskilled woman shall 
attend women in childbirth unless under the personal 
supervision of a doctor, and that maternity homes must 
be registered; Adaption of Children Act makes it pos- 
sible to adopt children with legal safeguards in this 
country; Legitimacy Act legitimises children born out 
of wedlock if their parents subsequently marry, pro­
vided that neither parent at the time of the birth of the 
child was married to a third person; Lead Paint {Pro­
tection Against Poisoning) Act makes regulations for 
preventing danger from lead paint to men employed in 
or in connection with the painting of buildings, and 
prohibits the employment of women in this work, with 
the exception of those women already engaged in it.

Bills of special interest to women, which came before 
Parliament last year but did not pass into law, are :-— 
The Parliament {Qualification of Peeresses) Bill, which 
sought to give full membership of the House of Lords 
to Peeresses in their own right; The Public Places 
(Order) Bill, which provided that persons charged with 
soliciting or annoying should not be convicted on police 
evidence only, but that the case should only be pro­
ceeded with if the person “ annoyed ” or “ solicited ” 
substantiated the charge; Juvenile Courts (Scotland) 
Bill provided for the attendance of women magistrates 
in all children’s courts; The Factories Bills (No. i) and 
(No. 2). The first was introduced by Miss Wilkinson 
and defeated at its Second Reading. The second was 
introduced by the Home Secretary, but withdrawn to 
be reintroduced this year. It has objectionable clauses 
which class women with young persons, and imposes 
restrictions upon women, which do not apply to men, in 
regard to the number of hours women may work, and 
the kind of work they are allowed to undertake.

HEADQUARTERS NOTES.

A Happy New Year to all our Members and Readers ! 
Our Annual Conference.

The Twentieth Annual Conference of the Women’s 
Freedom League will be held at Caxton Hall, Saturday, 
April 3.0th, at 10 a. m. Resolutions for tlle Agenda 
must reach this office from the Branches not later than 
Friday, February 11th. These will be typed and sent 
to Branch Secretaries the following week; and amend­
ments must reach us before the end of March, together 
with nominations for President, Honorary Treasurer, 
and twelve members of the National Executive Com- 
mittee, who will be balloted for by delegates at the 
Conference. .
Equal Political Rights Campaign.

Headquarters is organising a Public Meeting in the 
Minerva Cafe, 144, High Holborn, W.C., Thursday, 
January 20th, at 7.30 p.m., to demand that a simple 
Equal Franchise measure be included in the King’s 
Speech, granting the Parliamentary Vote to women 
at the age of 21, and on the same terms as men. The 
speakers will include the Rev. W. C. Roberts, Rector 
of St. George’s, Bloomsbury, Sister Annie. (West 
London Mission), a speaker from St. Joan’s Social and 
Political Alliance, Miss Rodgers (League of the Church 
Militant), Mrs. Godfrey (London Labour Party), Miss 
Margaret Harvey (Secretary, Women's National 
Liberal- Federation), and Mrs. Howson -(Women’s 
Co-operative Guild), the chair being taken by our Hon. 
Treasurer, Dr. E. Knight. All men and women 
interested in the question of Equal Franchise are invited 
to this meeting.Admission is free; reserved seat 
tickets, is. each, and there will be a collection for our 
Equal Franchise Fund.

A similar meeting is being organised by our Minerva 
Club Branch, to take place at the Minerva Club, 56, 
Hunter Street, Brunswick Square, W.C., Monday, 
February 7th, at 8.15 p.m.,on the eve of the opening 
of Parliament. ’ " ■ : 14

Reception to Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence.
Friday evening, February nth, we are having a 

Reception to our President, Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence, at 
the Minerva Club, at 8.15 p.m., to .welcome her on her 
return from India. We are greatly looking forward 
to listening to her account of the progress made by 
Indian women, who already have the vote on equal 
terms with men, and to the discussion of further plans 
to secure the equal enfranchisement of women with 
men in this country. All members and friends of our 
League, and all friends of Mrs; Pethick-Lawrence are 
very cordially invited to come to this Reception, which 
will be preceded by an informal dinner.

BOOK REVIEW.
The Evolution of Women. By G. W. Johnson, C.M.G. 

(Robert Holden & Co.) Price 8s. 6d. (Can be 
obtained from this Office.)

The late Mr. Johnson will always be remembered 
as one of the most able and most helpful champions 
of the cause of women’s freedom, and his latest- book, 
The Evolution of Women, should be in the possession 
of all speakers and workers for women’s emancipation. 
We should also like to see it in the hands of young 
women, in whom it could not fail to arouse interest in 
women’s long struggle for an improved and indepen­
dent position. The book is written with scholarly 
simplicity, and leaves the reader impressed with the 
author’s unfaltering belief in the ultimate triumph of 
goodness and ’ justice. He points out that history 
written by men tells remarkably little about women, 
and he. gives a brief review of the position of women 
in Babylon about 2250 B.C., in Egypt, in Greece, in 
Rome, and later in the early Christian Church. His 
description of the First Feminists makes delightful 
reading. Clement of Alexandria declared that women 
had the same capacity as men for virtue and learning-, 
and Pierre du Bois advocated the better education of 
girls, and specially urged that they should study medi­
cine and surgery. Then followed Christine de Pisan, 
who lived 1363-1429. She was. the first woman to 
grasp and expound the principles of feminism, was a 
voluminous writer, and the first woman who wrote for 
a living-. Many others are mentioned, among the later, 
ones being- Mrs. Hugo Reid, who stated the case for 
Woman Suffrage in her book, A Plea for Woman, 
published in 1843, and Mrs. Taylor, who became the 
wife of John Stuart Mill. Women's long struggle to 
secure higher education for the members of their sex 
is sympathetically reviewed by Mr. Johnson, and the 
chapters on the Economic Status of Wives, Women’s 
Recovery of the Medical Profession, and Women in 
Public Service, are full of interest and information; 
while those on Women in Industry and One Moral 
Standard ought to be read by every woman. They 
reveal the writer’s clear sanity of vision and his 
courageous independence in dealing with problems 
under modern conditions. The chapter on the War- 
Won Franchise will rekindle the enthusiasm of suf­
fragists for their cause and urge them to further effort 
to secure a complete victory, while that on The Last 
Barrier is a striking plea for the Ministry of Women. 
The last chapter on The Unknown Future appears to 
us, as we think it should appear, unfinished. How will 
the new problems brought to light by the enfranchise­
ment of women be solved? Will there be a new 
political economy, and will women work with men in 
true comradeship for the Peace of the World? Our 
great hope is that women will consolidate the gains 
they have made. History shows us, and Mr. John- 
son’s book emphasises, that in Greco Roman times 
many women’s names are recorded as practising medi­
cine, but women’s right to practise was afterwards 
taken away from them. ■ Women alternately lost and 
gained voting and election rights for ideal governing 
bodies, and other rights and powers exercised by some 
women in olden times were taken away from them and 
had to be regained. Will this happen in the future ? 
We insist once again that eternal vigilance is the price 
that women must continue to pay for their freedom.
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Women’s Freedom League.
Offices : 144, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C.I.

President— Mrs. PETHICK-LAWRENCE.
Hon. Treasurer—Dr. E. KNIGHT. 

Hon. Organising Secretary—Mrs. WHETTON. 
General Secretary—Miss F. A. UNDERWOOD.

OUR TREASURY.

GREEN, WHITE & GOLD FAIR,

Branches :—
Deal and Walmer .................
Edinburgh (per Miss Len ton) ..

WHERE TO GO.
WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE.

LONDON AND SUBURBS. 
1927.

Monday, January 10th, at 3 p.m.
Hampstead Branch. Meeting at S3, Willow 
Road, N.W.3 (by the kindness of Miss Lyndon). 

Thursday, January 20th, at 7.30 p.m.
Equal Political Rights Campaign. Public Meeting 
in the Minerva Cafe, 144, High Holborn, W.C 
See Notice.

Wednesday, January 26th, at 8 p.m.
Hampstead Branch. Social Gathering at the 
Isis Club, 79, Fitzjohn’s Avenue, N.W.3 (by 
kind invitation of Mrs. Harverson). Speaker: 
Commandant Mary Allen. Chair : Mrs. Wynne

DARE TO 
BE FREE.

Novinson, J.P., L.L.A. All friends of the League will be welcome.
Monday, February 7th, at 8.15 p.m.

Equal Political Rights Campaign. Minerva Club Branch. Public 
Meeting at Minerva Club, Brunswick Square, W.C.I.

Friday, February 11th, at 8.15 p.m.
Reception to Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence at the Minerva Club, Brunswick 
Square, W.C.I, preceded by informal dinner at 7.30 p.m.

Scotland.
Saturday, January 15th, at 7.30 p.m.

Glasgow Branch, Whist Drive and Cake and Candy Sale at ths 
Athensum.

Monday, January 31st.
Dunoon Branch. Public Meeting. Speakers : Miss Eunice 
Murray, Bailie Millar, Councillor Mrs. MacPherson, chair - The 
Provost of Dunoon.

other societies.
Sunday, January 16th, at 3 p.m.

P.S.A. at St. Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow. Speaker: Miss Eunice 
Murray.

Thursday, January 27th, at 8 p.m.
Kingsway Hall, W.C.2. Debate :'1 On the Menace of the Leisured 
Woman.” Between Lady Rhondda and Mr. G. K. Chesterton. 
Chairman: Mr. G. Bernard Shaw.

Friday, January 28th, at 8 p.m.
Demonstration for Equal Franchise (organised by the N.U.S.E.C.). 
in the Central Hall, Edinburgh.

Sunday, January 30th, at 11 a.m.
Hampshire House Discussion Circle, Hog Lane, King Street, 
Hammersmith. Speaker: Miss F. A. Underwood. Subject: “ The 
Aims and Work of the Women’s Freedom League.”

BRANCH NOTE.
ASHFORD.

A successful Whist Drive was held at the Hempsted Street 
Hall last Friday. The next Meeting will be held at the same place 
on Friday, January 28th, at 3 p.m. Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence is 
speaking at Ashford, on Thursday, February 23rd.

WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE SETTLEMENT, 
2, Currie Street, Nine Elms, S.W.8.

President: Mrs. Despard.
Hon. Sec.- Miss A. M. COLE.

Our best thanks are due to all those friends who have helped 
us through a most trying year, and in the name of our Babies 
these thanks are most heartily accorded. A certain “ Bow-wow, ” 
some vote readers will remember, is still an added joy in good 
times, and a tremendous comfort should small things go awry. 
It is something to talk to, and fight over. Then clothing and little 
shoes have been a great help to ourselves ; of these we never have 
too many.. 1 For our Christmas tree we have to thank Mrs. 
Delbanco, Miss Olive Turton, Mrs. Riggall, Miss Riggall, the 
Mayor of Battersea, Councillor Moore, Mrs. de Vere Summers, 
Mrs. V. Smith, Mr. Colbourn, and Nine Elms Borough Coun­
cillors generally. The Nine Elms Sports Club made a collection, 
which was very acceptable, and the mother of one of our guest 
children, out of gratitude for the help rendered her, gave a dona­
tion to the Christmas Tree Fund. . Our eldest guest child attains 
the mature age of two on Wednesday next, and wehave five 
younger than she is! At the beginning of next week, we propose 
holding a Jumble Sale, partly that the children may have tidy 
things in which to return to school, and partly to help the mothers 
generally, and hope that any VOTE readers, on seeing this, will 
send along any discarded clothes, furniture, curtains, or anything 
at all they have no further use' for. It is wonderful what use 
may be made of things apparently useless.—A. M. COLE.

Mr. and Mrs. Pethick-Lawrence ............
Dr. E. Knight ........... ....... ......... ........... .
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Brandon ............... ................ .. .
Mrs. Grenville..................................... 
Mrs. Sargant Florence ................... 
The Viscountess Rhondda, J.P. ............
Mrs. Catmur ............. ....... ................ .
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H. Shorta .......................... 
A. A. Thomson .................t 
R. Eamonson .......................  
Ogilvie Gordon, J.P., D.Sc. . 
Lance and Miss Birt ............. .
G. W. Thompson .............. 
K. Raleigh ................... ..
Lang ............. .................... .

Edwy G. Clayton, Esq.

Rent of Stalk :—
British Commonwealth League........ .
League of the Church Militant........
St. Joan’s Social and Political Alliance... 
Minerva Publishing Company, Ltd. ........
Women’s Freedom League (Nine Elms) 
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Friends Council for Social Service _____  
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Miss 
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S hawcross _________.............

Ida Stamm (Veloutine Work). 
Sykes................................,

Baroness Haise de Ville
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Montgomery Boroughs (3) 
Hampstead (2) .................  
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White ................... .. ......  

Portsmouth ...... .........
Sweets ... .................... ....
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Minerva Publishing Company, Ltd.
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EQUAL POLITICAL RIGHTS CAMPAIGN.

A PUBLIC MEETING
to demand the Vote for Women at 21, and on the same terms as Men, 

: will beheld in .

THE MINERVA CAFE, 144, HIQH HOLBORN, W.Ct
On THURSDAY, JANUARY 20th, at 7.30 p.m.

Speakers: The REV. W. C. ROBERTS (Rector of St. George’s. Bloomsbury), 
SISTER ANNIE (West London Mission), MRS. GODFREY (London Labour 
Party), MISS MARGARET HARVEY (Women’s National Liberal Federation), • 
MRS. HOWSON (Women’s Co-operative Guild), and MISS RODGERS(League

1 of the Ohurch Militant). - Chtvim^an: DR. KNIGHT.
Admission Free. RESERVED Seats 1/-. COLLECTION. 0 .
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Please send me THE VOTE every xveek, post free, for 6 months, for which 

I enclose 3/3.

Name...

Address

THE VOTE, 144, High Holborn, W.C.1.

REST AND HOLIDAYS.
to LET. notices.

DRIGHTON.—“Sea View,” Victoria Q Road. Midday dinner. Gas fires 
in Bedrooms. Wireless. Vegetarians 
catered for.—Hostess: Miss TURNER.

suffice or STUDIO. Well-lighted V room in High Holborn.—Apply 
" M.E.G.," The vote Office, 144, High 
Holborn, W.C.I. __ _

1 ncome tax recovered and 1 ADJUSTED.—Consult Miss H. M. 
Baker, 275, High Holborn, W.C. 1. 
Income Tax Returns, Repayment Claims of 
all Descriptions. Telephone: Holborn 0377.

DYE, SUSSEX.—OLD HOPE 
I. ANCHOR. Ideal Guest House. 
Modern comforts ; good cooking. Separate 
vegetarian cooking a speciality. Write 
for booklet. _________

LOARD-RELDENCE in small com D fortable home at Leamington Spa. 
Suit business woman, or lady requiring 
care.—Box J.M.F., THE VOTE, 144, High 
Holborn, W.C.I.

P ELLOWSHIP SERVICES — Guild- 
house, Eccleston Square, S.W.l.

Sunday, January 9th, 1927. 3.30. Music. 
Lecture.’ Arthur B. Cook. Litt.D. 6,30. 
Rev. P. Maryon Wilson -: “ The Slum 
Housing Tragedy and a Practical Solution.”T J AVERSTOCK HILL, Hampstead, 

I 1 . N. W.3 (opposite Belsize Park Tube). 
Pleasant bed-sitting-room in private flat, 
electric light J gas stove with ring and 
check-meter. 35/- weekly including electric 
light, breakfast and baths. Recommended. 
-—The Vote Office, 144, High Holborn, 
W.C.I.

CLUBS. ____
NA ISS CONSTANCE CONNOLLY, IVi 37, Norfolk Street, W.C. 2, 
Specialises in circularising, printing, 
duplicating, and verbatim reporting. Rapid 
Secretarial Course for Gentle-people.

TSIS CLUB, 79, Fitzjohn’s Avenue 
1 (2 minutes Hampstead Tube Station).

Magnificent Reception Rooms. Central 
heating. Sunny bedrooms. Sandy soil. 
Lectures, dancing, listening-in. Telephone : 
Hampstead 2869. DUBLIC SPEAKING.—Lectures, I classes, and private lessons. Saturday 

Speech Club. Miss Lucy Bell, Minerva 
Club, Brunswick Square, W.C.I. Tel: 
Museum 4791.

for SALE.

(LD OAK TILED HOUSE, 8 rooms. 
Indoor Sanitation. Coy.’s Water.

Phone. Garden. £450. Possession. — 
OWNER, “ Hornash,” Shadoxhurst, 
Ashford, Kent.

NK INERVA CLUB, 56, Hunter Street, 
1V1 Brunswick Square, W.C. 1. Open to 
non-residents. Restaurant. Smoking Room. 
Papers. Library. Bedrooms available at 
holiday times. Membership, £1 1s. 
Entrance Fee suspended during present 
year. All particulars from the Secretary. 
Telephone: Museum 4791.

AF INTEREST TO WOMEN O CITIZENS—The Edward Wright 
and Cavendish-Bentinck Library contains 
sections on current political and social 
problems, including the Woman's Move­
ment, Family Allowances, and League of 
Nations. Book Boxes of 20 books available 
for Study Circles. —Apply Librarian, 
N.U.S.E.C., 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster.

medical.

DARK LODGE NURSING HOME, 
1 Bath Road, Reading. For Medical, 

Nerve, Chronic, and Rest Cure Patients. 
Terms moderate.—Phone : Reading 1948.

— AMOUS FOR ITS 1/6 LUNCHEON. 
I' 10/6 First Fifty Members Join. The 
Owls Club in the 16th-century"Wig & Pen,".
230, Strand. Open till midnight. Very, 
cosy Writing Room, etc., for people of 
literary and kindred pursuits. Excellent 
Devonshire cooking, Founded by H. & F. 
Ames.—Apply Secretary, Owls, 230 Strand,.

hotel.

Prepaid Classified Advertisements. miscellaneous.
Number of 

Words.. Once. Three 
Times.

Six 
Times. . (LOTTED CREAM, 3/- lb., post free. 5 Furnished House to let at NEWQUAY, 

5 rooms.—Apply Selsby, St. Stephen’s, 
St. Austell, Cornwall.20

s. d.

1 6
s. ' d. i

4 O
s. d, 

7 6

N ONTAGUE HOTEL, Montague 
Street, Russell Square, London, 

W.C. First-class accommodation ; room, 
breakfast and attendance from 7s. 6d. En 
pension from 3 guineas.—Phone : Museum 
4660. (Highly Recommended.)

30 2 3 6 3 12 Q TRADE ANNOUNCEMENTS.
40 3 O 8 6 16 O - a-PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS O-f AND HOW TO USE THEM. 2d. 

Send for one.—TRIMNELL, The Herbalist, 
144, Richmond Road, Cardiff. Est. 1879.

Displayed Advertisements, 
8/- inch.

GOOD’S CAMEO CORNER
SPECIALISE IN

ANCIENT INTAGLIOS RUSSIAN ENAMELS
ANTIQUE CAMEOS OLD IVORIES
STONE CARVINGS GEORGIAN SILVER
ORIENTAL JEWELS RARE SNUFF BOXES

Etc., etc,
1, NEW OXFORD STREET, W.C.I.

We buy entire collections or single specimens to any amount for cash.
Phone : Museum 4296.

Membership Application Form.
To be returned to the Secretary, 144, High 

Holborn, London, W.C. 1.

Please enrol me as a Member of the Womens 
Freedom League.

I enclose £ : s. d. as my first
Annual Subscription.

Minimum Annual Subscription, 1/-

Published by the Minerva Publishing Co., Ltd., at 144, High Holborn, W.C.i, and Printed for them by 
PAGE & Pratt, Ltd., 151-2, Gt. Saffron Hill, London, E.C.i.


