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MESSAGE FROM MRS. PANKHURST.
Dear Members of the W.S.P.U.,
: The Government have struck a new blow at our great Union in the hope of crushing out the effective movement 
or Votes for Women. This new blow will injure the Government themselves, while it will strengthen us, strengthen 
tur Union, and strengthen our Cause. Every attack which the Governmei t have ever made upon us has left us stronger 
man before. This is what will happen now. We shall pass in triumph through this new crisis. Be calm, be strong, 

faithful to one another and to the Union, and all will be well.

■ Yours in affection, trust and comradeship.

EMMELINE PANKHURST.
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MASS MEETING IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE AT THE ESSEX HALL

TO DEFEND FREE SPEECH.

An enormous mass meeting convened 
by theFree Speech Defence Committee 

and attended by tens of thousands of 
men and women was held in Trafalgar 
Square on May 4.
“For two hours before the meeting began 
an enormous crowd thronged the Square. 

Processions of men and women poured 
down from all quarters of London, until 
a mass of 30,000 people, all eager to de- 
clare their dissent from the suppression 

of Suffrage meetings in Hyde Park, were 
gathered round the Nelson column.
- Among the speakers were Mr. Keir 
Hardie, Mr. Wedgwood, and Mrs. Des- 
pard.,

Three resolutions were submitted to the 
meeting and enthusiastically carried:— 
— That this meeting condemns the 
• action of the authorities in suppressing 

publications without definite charge, and 
callsupon the Government to cease such 
attacks upon public liberties. " 
That this meeting emphatically pro- 
tests against the use of an antiquated and 
misinterpreted law to silence and punish 
publicspeakers not convicted of any 
crime; and demands the right of a fair 
hearing for the advocates of any and every 
opinion."
" That this meeting declares the un- 

alterable right of free meeting and free 
speech, regarding them as the only safe- 
guards of public liberty and of the claims 
of minorities; protests against the arbi- 
trary action of the Home Office in for- 
bidding the suffrage meetings in Hyde 

0 Park; and calls upon the people and their 
.representatives to respect and uphold 

these popular rights.”
Members of the Women’s Social and 

“Political Union were much to the fore 

. duringtheproceedings. In one instance 
) as twoor three of the women neared the 
' monument there were shouts: ‘‘Get on 

the platform, " from which helping hands 
were held out. Immediately the police 
below moved together to frustrate the 
women’s purpose, and instantly the 
crowd pressed forward.

One of the women forced her way be- 
tween two constables and held up her 
hands. These were gripped by men on 
the platform. At the same moment 
policemen caught her round the waist. 
An ugly tug-of-war followed. The police 
held on to the woman as long as they 
could, but had at last to relinquish their 
hold, and the Suffragist was landed on 
the plinth. The crowd cheered the 

‘ woman and " booed " the police, and 
cheered and " booed ” again when an- 
other " militant " was hauled on to the 
plinth after a similar, although briefer, 
struggle.

X Themeeting terminated with fierce 
conflicts between the police and the 

' crowd, and ultimately five men were 
arrested. 3

The Daily Citizen gives the following 
account:—

There was literally a fight for free speech in 
Trafalgar-square yesterday, afternoon.

Thirty thousand people gathered at the call of 
the Free Speech Defence Committee, and at the 
end of a tremendous demonstration, close-packed 
with incident, there occurred scenes such as the 
historic meeting-place has not witnessed since the 
famous riots of 1887, • when Mr. Cunninghame 
Graham, Mr. John Burns, and many others were 
put into durance.

For two hours before the meeting began the 
square was packed. By half-past three the 
avenues of approach were hardly passable. Men 
and women with bands and banners rolled up 
from every part of London. The streets re- 
echoed with the " Marseillaise. ”

k. Not bocauseof but in spita—of the-continual 
patrolling of foot and mounted police the main 
demonstration itself passed off peacefully but 
with unquenchable enthusiasm. Not until a 
quarter to five, when the more notable of the 
speakers had finished did the trouble begin.

An arrangement had been made that speeches 
should be delivered from three sides of the Nelson 

“ Monument only. When, however, the meeting 
had been going on for about an hour the crowd 
became so huge that it overflowed the great area 
and stretched round into the Mall on the one 
hand and for some distance into Whitehall on 
the other. It did not stop even there. Before 
long, hundreds of people could find room only in 
the Strand approach to Charing Cross and in the 
opening of Northumberland-a venue merely as a 

r spectacle it was memorable.
. Since it was impossible for thousands of the 

crowd to follow the arranged proceedings, a 
speaker who did not figure on the programme 
mounted the plinth facing Whitehall (already 
crowded with demonstrators, Pressmen, and 
photographers) and began to speak.

He had only said a few words when policemen 
swarmed on to the plinth, seized him and forced 
him back. He protested vigorously. The quick 
scramble on the few feet of masonry was not over 
before another man stepped to the edge and 
managed to speak a sentence. At once a burly 
sergeant pounced on him, gripped him round the 
body, and hurledhim off the plinth on to the 
head of a surprised policeman below.

IRRITATION AND A RUSH. .
This was the first touch of irritation. These 

thousands of men and women were in no mood 
for it. They knew of no three-sided arrange- 
ment. So on they came with a rush against the 
line of police round the monument. Officers 
fought their way through from the outside and 
mounted men sat ready on the outskirts.

In a few minutes, however, comparative order 
was restored. During the pause Mr. Keir Hardie 
came round from the other side, where he had 
been speaking, to try to quiet the crowd. Loud 
calls for a speech were all that met him. " We 
are here for free speech,’ shouted one man, " and 
we will have it." 5

By now the crowd had swollen until there 
seemed no room for one more. On the other 
sides it was equally dense. Hundreds thronged 
the steps of the National Gallery and St. Martin’s 
Church. The walls all round the square were 
black with cheering and determined men and 
women. Every few minutes, moved by enthu- 
siasm or irritation, the great mass swayed back- 
wards and forwards.

STORM OF COINS.
Then a man on the plinth held out his hat 

and showed a penny. Coppers were immediately 
thrown. The police seized the hat-holder. At 
once two other mer followed his example. For a 
few minutes there was quite a storm of coins, 
this time uninterrupted.

Shortly afterwards another man stepped to the 
front and faced the now enraged throng. "The 
police say there is going to be no speaking from 
here," he shouted. " I say there is, and I am 
going to speak." । He got no further. As he 
made an instant’s pause for breath a police- 
man seized him. In a moment he was tossed like 
a ball on the heads of the crowd.

Shouts of anger and another rush, more vigor- 
ous and more angry. The unmounted police were 
borne back against the stonework by sheer weight 
of numbers. Fists were used. Then the mounted 
men came riding in. Horses’ hoofs cleared a 
narrow passage through the struggling mass. 
One or two arrests followed.

Motor ‘buses were instantly filled, and men 
and women from the top waved handkerchiefs 
and hats and shouted encouragement at the 
arrested and anger at the arresters.

From the start it was an afternoon of great 
excitement. Banners, flags, ’ and suffragette 
streamers were flying round the monument. Once 
a W.S.P.U. flag was torn down. A policeman 
took possession of the stick, but a woman got the 
flag itself and fastened it to her umbrella handle.

AN ELEMENTARY RIGHT.
" We are here," said Mr. Keir Hardie, “ to 

protest first of all against the action of the 
Government and then that of a lesser authority. 
Meetings have been prohibited in Hyde Park— 
(‘Shame ‘). The reason given by the authorities 
was two-fold. First of all they said that the 
speakers were advocating crime and violence.”

Here the " Voice" interjected the very perti- 
nent query, " What about Carson ? ‘‘
"If the speakers at these meetings had been 

advocating crime,. why did not the authorities 
prosecute them?

"We cannot afford to allow the Home Secre- 
tary to say what is and what is not illegal speech. 
We demand that before a speech is held to be 
illegal it shall be proved illegal in an ordinary 
court of law.—(Cheers.)
‘ The disorder was not caused by the speakers. 

Judging by the past I should say that it was 
probably caused by bullies, by the Anti-Socialist 
League, and other organisations of that type. 
The business of thepolice is not to prohibit 
meetings which are legal, but to see to it that 
the hooligans and the hired rowdies who come 
to break up the meetings are made to pay the 
penalty. ‘ ‘—(Cheers),

RUSSIANISING.
Then came a refernce to the suppression of 

THE SUFFRAGETTE, and another cry of rebellion 
went up. ‘‘Here it is,” cried several people, 
waving the prohibited copies in the air.
" Don’t forget that it is an illegal act to print 

it," rejoined Mr. Keir Hardie. " We are here 
to say to the authorities that we shall not tolerate 
this latest instance of Russianising.

"Freedom to print and to publish was won 
after many a tremendous fight, and we are going 
to preserve it now if in the doing of it we have 
to fill cvorygaol i. England.”—(Cheers). -

After a protest against the raking up of a law 
600 years old, he said that the battle for freedom 
was once more beginning. " The whole tendency 
ofofficialism is reactionary. It is for the working 
classes once more to make their power felt and 
say to Governments and police authorities that 
they are the servants and not the masters of the 
people.”—(Cheers).

Just after Mr. Keir Hardie had finished there 
came the crashing of a brass band, and a long 
procession wound out of the Strand. At the head 
was borne a banner with the words: “‘Poplar, 
Bow, and Bromley will have the right of free 
speech and public meetings. Remember Trafal- 
gar Square, 1887." From a black banner stared 
the white-lettered demand : " Release the 
prisoners." There was a waving of purple, 
green, and white flags, and red bunting. All 
the speeches were stopped. And into an area 
that was already packed almost to suffocation 
marched. the procession, to be followed later by 
another band of stalwarts from the Kennington 
district.
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. One ofthe most enthusiastic meetings 
which the W.S.P.U. has ever held 
took place on Thursday evening at the 
Essex Hall, the day after the historic raid, 
when Miss Macaulay and Miss Kelley 
were the speakers. The hall was packed, 
hundreds having to be refused admit- 
tance. . Proceedings began with the 
singing of the “ March of the Women," 
followed by the "‘ Marseillaise." The 
volume of sound was an indication of the 
spirit of the audience, who vigorously 
assured the world at large and each other, 
that, whoever might be downhearted, the 
members of the W.S.P.U. were not, and 
gave cheer after cheer for their absent 
leaders. The speakers received a splendid 
hearing, and the meeting dispersed amid
renewed singing, to the wonderment 

the occupants of passing omnibusses 
the Strand.

HYDE PARK.

Great Meeting Held—Suffragists 
Arrested.

of 
in

The Men’s League for • Women’s 
Suffrage held a meeting in Hyde Park on 
Sunday afternoon, at which 7,000 people 
were present. For nearly an hour the 
meeting progressed in an orderly man- 
ner, the vast majority of the audience 
evidently sympathising with the objects 
of the meeting and desiring to support 
the speakers. Then a hooligan section of 
the crowd made a rush for the speaker, 
and succeeded in breaking the meeting 
up. Subsequent attempts were made by 
members of the Women’s Social and 
Political Union to address the crowd; in 
each case the police interfered, and ulti- 
mately arrested Mrs. Baines, Miss Annie 
Lansbury, and Miss Brown.

The following is an account of the meet- 
ing by one who was present: —

At about half-past five on Sunday 
afternoon Hyde Park was filled with an 
immense concourse of people who had 
come there from Trafalgar Square flying 
the colours of the various Suffrage So- 
cieties, and determinednot to allow the 
right of free speech to be interfered with.

A few minutes later, women began to 
speak at various points, using the railings 
and the park chairs as vantage ground 
from which to address the crowds. The 
police, however, bore down quickly upon 
them, and ejected them from the Park; 
in many cases with quite -unnecessary 
violence.

The offenders however speedily re
turned by different gates and making 
their way into the centre of the crowd 
began to speak again. The crowd was 
almost entirely sympathetic and when 
the police ejected the speakers, in many 
cases attempted to rescue them, and all 
gave them quite an ovation as they passed 
along in the grasp of two or three irate 
and breathless constables.

The sympathy of the great crowd was 
most remarkable and the hooligan ele
ment that had been very much in evi- 
dence round the platforms of many of the 
other political and religious meetings at 
Marble Arch, appeared to have been 
completely swamped by indignant men, 
now at last thoroughly roused to the 
danger to their own liberties involved in 
Mr. McKenna’s action with regard to the 

women’s meetings. In every direction 
one heard expressions of sympathy with 
the speakers, and indignation at the 
roughness, displayed by the police—who 
in many oases met with an evidently un- 
looked hostility from the crowd. '

Monday afternoon meeting atthe 
Pavilion in the daily press, thebuilding 
was crammed with a most enthusiastic 
audience. The news, which circulated 
rapidly, ‘ of ' the arrest, outside the 
Pavilion of four-paper-sellers (one only 
of The SUFFRAGETTE, one of Votes for 
Women, and two of The Awakener) 
aroused immense indignation. The ladies 
in question deny that they were menaced 
by the crowd, and they also say they were 
in no way warned by the police before 
they were arrested. They were charged 
with obstruction and bailed out, a fact 
which refutes the mis statements of the 
Press that they were taken into custody 
only to protect them from rough hand, 
ling. They returned to the Pavilion be. 
fore the close of the meeting and the 
Chairman appealed to those of the audi
ence who had witnessed the episode to 
make a point of being present at the 
Marlborough Street Police Court ' next 
day to bear witness as to what they had 
seen.

" Whom the gods will destroy, they 
first make mad," began Miss Naylor, in 
her fine speech from the chair. - Mrs. 
Mansell Moullin, the first speaker, dwelt 
eloquently on the marvellous way in 
which the leaders’ empty places were 
filled by the rank and file, and closed, in 
fine Celtic manner, with a lyric outburst 
on the certainty of victory in the near 
future, which, she informed her amused 
hearers, had originally emanated from the 
brain of her Celtic compatriot, Mr. Lloyd 
George. Mr. Bodkin, like the Standard, 
proved himself a valuable collecting 
agent, for numerous contributors, follow
ing the recent examples of Laurence 
Housman and Bart Kennedy, sent up 
sums of money to the platform on account 
of his amazing pronouncement in Court 
the other day. Mrs. Zangwill raised the 
whole spirit of the meeting to a very high 
plane. Her speech, punctuated in its 
earlier parts by delightful witticisms (her 
" Odds Bodkin ” will not easily be for- 
gotten), touched a solemn and pathetic 
note at its close, when she spoke of the 
self-sacrifice of those women whose 
broken bodies and shattered nerves bore 
witness to the brutal cruelty they had 
undergone for a cause which they counted 
dearer than life itself. No one present 
will easily, forget the reverent and abso- 
lute stillness on which her concluding 
words fell, summed up in that sublime 
aphorism with which she closed a speech 
that will live long in the hearts and minds 
of those who heard it: " Whoso findeth 
his life shall lose it; and he that loseth 
his life for my sake shall find it. "

Miss Naylor, announcing the latest act 
of the police, predicted that next week 
women would be arrested for obstruction 
because they crossed the street to enter 
the Pavilion. She declared, amidst loud 
applause, that if every seller should be 
arrested, hundreds who had never done 
that kind of work before would step for- 
ward to take their places.
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A Review of the Week.

THE PAVILION MEETING.

Enthusiastic Scenes.

The usual Monday afternoon meeting 
was held at the Pavilion, on May 5th, the 
speakers being Mrs. Zangwill, Mrs. Man- 
sell Moullin, and Miss Naylor.

An Impression of the Meeting by One 
Who Was Present.

In spite of the fact that there was no 
announcement of the usual W.S.P.U.

ACTRESSES DEMAND THE 
FRANCHISE.

On Friday, May 2, a great meeting 
convened by the Actresses’ Franchise 
League. was held at the Theatre Royal, 
Drury Lane. The great theatre was 
packed from floor to ceiling, and intense 

enthusiasm pervaded the meeting.

Among the speakers were Mrs. Arncliffe 
Sennett, Mrs. Forbes-Robertson, Lady 
Willoughby - de Broke, Mrs. Chapmans, 
Catt, Miss Irene Vanbrugh, Miss Eva 
Moore, Miss Lena Ashwell, Miss Lind-y- 
Hageby, and Miss Lydia Yavorska.__-

The following resolution was proposed 
and carried:— ■

“ That this meeting, believing that the 
removal of the political disabilities of the 
women of the country is the most urgent 
needed of all reforms, strongly condemn / 
the manner in which the Government
dealt with this great question. It c: 
upon the Prime Minister to remove t 
personal veto, and to fulfil his plet 
(madeto the Actresses’ Franchise Lea 
and other Suffrage leagues on Novem 
17, 1911, and subsequently confirmed 
him in writing) in the only possible “ 
by bringing in a Government meas 
by which alone the present deploy 
state of disorder can be prevented, 
the women of the country enfranchis

THE W.S.P.U. STRENGTHENED 
BY PERSECUTION.

It would interest us to know what the 
Government think they have achieved by 

their savage attack upon the W.S.P.U. 
What they hoped to do was to break it 
up and rid themselves of the most for
midable of their enemies. Past experi- 
ence ought to have been enough to prove 
to them the impossibility of getting the 
better of the W.S.P.U., but still they 
hoped to do it. Bitter must their dis- 
appointment be. The effect of the raid 
and the many arrests that have been 
effected has been to heighten the enthu- 
siasm and courage of the members of the 
W.S.P.U. Those who are under arrest 
will be put to great suffering, we know, 
for the forcible feeding torture already 
inflicted upon so many other prisoners 

teaches us what to expect in their case if 
they should be convicted. But although 
they are in grave personal danger, the 

Union to which they belong, and the 
cause they serve, are not in danger. That 

Union and that cause are strengthened by 
persecution.

“It MUST BE STOPPED."
Mr. McKenna questioned in the House 

of Commons has had perforce to repu

diate the amazing statements made by 

Mr. Bodkin with regard to The SUFFRA- 
gette and subscriptions to the W.S.P.U.

It is not, Mr. McKenna has admitted, 
unlawful to subscribe to the W.S.P.U., 

and it is not unlawful to print THE SUFFRA- 
GETTE, nor have the Government any legal 

power to " put a stop to "′ that paper. 
All they can do is to take action in re* 

spect of any particular issue which con
tains unlawful matter. The authorities 
have tried to play a gigantic game of 
bluff and hoped that the House of Com- 
mons, the Press, and the public would 
support them. They have been dis
appointed in this hope, and so they have 
been obliged to confess that the threats 
against printers and subscribers, and 
their declaration of war upon THE SUFFRA- 

gette were illegal The threats to sup- 
press THE Suffragette were, of course, of 
immediate interest to every, newspaper 
in the land. If The SUFFRAGETTE were 

suppressed no paper would be safe. The 
rights of the entire Press are involved in 
the fate of THE Suffragette. The last has 

not, we should hope, been heard in Par- 
liament of the arrest of Mr. Drew, who 
printed our last issue, and of the forcible 
seizure of the copy for the issue when it

was in the bands of the printer who was 

in the first instance commissioned to 
print that issue. We call upon all whom 
it may concern to notice that every tres
pass upon popular liberty made by this 

Government at the expense of the Suffra
gettes will be repeated later on at the 
expense of men.

A LAST STAND.
By dint of intrigue and a great use 

of undue influence the } Government 
have induced our worthless House of 
Commons to reject the Second Reading 
of the Dickinson Bill for Woman 
Suffrage. The matter is one of small 

political importance. Votes for Women 
will never come through the medium of 
a private member’s Bill. The very 
introduction of these unofficial proposals 
is a hindrance to the success of the 
Suffrage cause. ’ Let us hope that we 

have now heard the last of private mem- 
bers’ Suffrage Bills. The next time the 
question of women’s enfranchisement 
comes before the House of Commons it 
will be embodied in a Government 

measure.
The outstanding feature of the debate 

was Mr. Asquith’s reference to the fact 
that his “ Suffragist ” colleagues have 
done nothing to deal with the question of 
Votes for Women. This is one more 
illustration of the fact that it is the 
weakness of their friends rather than 
the strength of their enemies that has 
damaged the Suffrage cause from the 
beginning. The only effect which the 
division on the Dickinson Bill can have is 
to add to the cause of militancy.

MORE ARRESTS—A HUNGER 
STRIKE.

Since our last issue appeared the 
Government have ordered more arrests on 
the charge of conspiracy. Those whom 
they have captured include Miss Annie 

Kenney, Mrs. Drummond, and Mr. Edwy 

G. Clayton.
Mr. Bodkin,. counsel for the prosecu- 

tion, is unfolding his case, and appears 
to expect the prisoners to be struck dumb 
with horror at his revelations of their 
alleged proceedings. As no Suffragette 
ever does anything of which she is 
ashamed, the police have not found, and 
will not find, anything that could cause 

any member of the Union the slightest 

perturbation.

Miss Barrett, Miss Lennox, and Miss 
Lake were released on bail until Thurs- 
day, May 8, when the hearing of the case 
was to be resumed. The other prisoners 
were refused bail, whereupon Miss Annie 
Kenney announced that the hunger strike 
would be adopted.

BUSINESS AS USUAL.
The calmness and resource shown by 

the Suffragettes in face of an attack by 
the enemy are the amazement of every- 
body. The Government deliver what 

they anticipate will be a deadly blow, and 
the Suffragettes reply by displaying the 

sign, " Business as Usual/’ The 
W.S.P.U. has withstood the recent 
attack with splendid success, and will 
withstand as many more as the Govern- 
ment may elect to make. No sooner had 
the enemy vacated Lincoln’s Inn House 
than the W.S.P.U. resumed possession. 
The first thing they did was to hoist the 
flag—symbolic, this, of the whole situa- 
tion. The W.S.P.U. flag is still flying! 
The usual weekly meetings at the London 
Pavilion and at the Essex Hall have been 
held, and, needless to say, were far more 
than usually crowded and enthusiastic. 

The last issue of THE SUFFRAGETTE had 

an enormous and unprecedented sale. 
Members and friends have taken the 
Government’s action as a challenge, and 
have rallied with enthusiasm to the 
Union’s service. In particular we would 
refer to the action of those who have 
hastened to subscribe to the W.S.P.U. 

funds, and of those who have done the

very essential and invaluable work of 
paper-selling. .

• MILITANCY CONTINUES.
The Government were warned before 

they took their reckless action that an 
attack upon the W.S.P.U. organisation 
would not avail to stop militancy. It 

might hinder the educational work of the 
W.S.P.U., but it could not hinder mili- . 

tancy. On the contrary, such an attack 
would, so the Government were further 

warned, be calculated to increase 
and intensify militancy. This is 
precisely what is happening, and 

since the Government’s action several 
serious acts of militancy have 
occurred. Militancy is primarily an 
affair of individual conscience, individual 

spirit, and individual action, there- 
fore the Government are simply beating 
the air and ploughing the sand when they 
make raids upon the W.S.P.U. organisa
tion and organisers. The only way in 
which it is possible to stop militancy is 
to give women the vote. That is the 
lesson of the present situation.

NEWS OF MRS. PANKHURST.
Mrs. Pankhurst, who is still very weak, 

has been removed by ambulance to 
the country. She is naturally anxious 
about the personal safety of her col- 
leagues on trial, and she is all the more 

keenly anxious because of her own recent 
prison experience. But for the Union 
as a whole Mrs. Pankhurst has no fear, 

knowing that just as all previous coer
cive measures have brought new strength 
and power, so will the Government’s 
latest attack. The magnificent courage 
and unselfishness which are being dis- 

played by those now standing their trial 
will, she is confident, be an inspiration to 
thousands of other women.

A RIOT IN TRAFALGAR SQUARE.
The Government’s torture of women, 

prisoners, their refusal to deal justly with 
the question of Woman Suffrage, and 
their interference with the right of free 
speech have so incensed the public that 

serious rioting took place in Trafalgar 

Square on the occasion of the free speech 
protest meeting last Sunday. The fact 
is that the Government, by trampling on 
the franchise rights and the free speech 
rights of the people, are provoking grave 
public disorder. Instead of governing 
they are misgoverning. A situation is 
being created for which there is no 
parallel in the history of the last 80 
years. We must go back to the days 
before the Reform Bill of 1832 to find a 
precedent for the now existing state of 
affairs.

MR. LANSBURY’S CASE.
Having seized them on a more serious 

charge, the Government decided not to 
proceed further against Miss Annie 

Kenney and Mrs. Drummond under the 
500 year old Statute of Edward III. The 
case against Mr. Lansbury went for- 
ward, and he was called upon to. be 
bound over to keep the peace. He 
refused to be bound over, and was to 
have been sent to prison, but on declaring 
his intention to test the legality of the 
magistrate's decision by appeal to a 
higher court he was released on bail 
pending the hearing ofthe appeal. - -

TREATMENT UNSPEAKABLY 
CRUEL.

THE FLAG ONCE MORE HOISTED
On Friday afternoon the flag was once 

more hoisted over Lincoln's Inn House 
when the ordinary work was resumed. 
The famous tri-colour | fluttered at the 
masthead until the offices were closed for 
the night, and each morning since has 
been run up in the usual way.

The members of the staff immediately 
set about tidying up the various offices 
and getting things straight, and in quite 
a short time the interior of Lincoln's Inn 
House resumed its normal appearance, 
and visitors calling in saw everything in 
order as though nothing unusual had 
taken place.

A PRISONER’S EXPERIENCE.

Miss Ella Stevenson, who has just been 
released from prison after a terrible ordeal, 
writes :—

On the afternoon of Wednesday, March 5th, I i 
was taken to Holloway, and as I made it under- 
stood that I should hunger-strike, was placed at 

once in the convicted hospital. I immediately 
started a hunger-strike, without water, and on" 
Saturday evening was forcibly fed through the 
nasal tube. This forcible feeding, sometimes if 
with the nasal and sometimes with the stomach — 
tube, was kept up for seven weeks, with occa- 
sional pauses—one pause lasting for three con- 
secutive meals, when I was not fed at all—the a 
doctor said, in order to allow me to recover from 
the exhaustion of previous struggles! On 
Friday evening, April 25th, I was fed for the 
last time, and was then left to hunger-strike - 
until the following Monday evening, when I was 
released.

On the afternoon of the day that I was - 
released a wardress came into my cell and asked 
me if I would allow them to take my finger- 
prints. I indignantly protested, and the matron — 
was sent for. She said they had orders to take 
them, and if I would not submit itwould be : 
done by force. I got into the corner of my cell. 
and said I would fight. I was, however, too 
weak to keep up the struggle for long, and was - 
soon overpowered and the impressions taken,

It is difficult for me to speak of my prison 
experiences because of the natural desire we all 
have to drive memories that are full of pain and 
trouble out of our minds, but some account of 
what has happened I feel I ought to give.

I resisted the abominable insult of forcible 5 

feeding with all theforce I could possibly 
summon, and as I have great strength in my • 
teeth and jaws, and considerable control or. L 
certain muscles at the back of the nose and 

throat, I was able, as long as strength lasted, to 
make these daily feedings the most wearing and 
exhausting of "performances to those who were 
carrying through the evil work.

" Why do you make it so unpleasant for your- 
self ? " the doctors used to say. They did not 
often like to admit the real point of how un- 
pleasant I was making it for them, and after 
every special struggle I was always thankful to 
think that in making the work hateful to those 
who were compelled by the Government to carry 

it out I was at all events doing all in my power 
to help to break it down and to make it harder 
for them to feed other women as well as myself.

And now I wish to speak with gravity and all 
possible restraint about the brutalising effect of 
forcible feeding. I do not believe for a moment 
that the doctors, and wardresses who took part 
in this work were by nature any less humane 
than I am myself, yet I say unhesitatingly that I 
was subjected to treatment that can only be 
described as unspeakably cruel. That my front 
tooth was knocked out, that my mouth was badly 
wounded with the gag, yet daily drawn back to 
its farthest limit to enable them to insert the 
steel gag at the very back of the mouth, where 
the gums were so tender that I could not even 
bear my tongue against them, much less the 
cruel gag—these are facts. Is it possible that 
men and women, naturally humane, yet forced 
by a brutal Government to do such work, can 
help in time becoming thoroughly hardened and 
brutalised ? I feel, of course, that in not refusing 
on their own account to take part in such work 
at all, whatever it might cost them, they have 
missed a great opportunity that will perhaps 
never be given to them in their lives again; but I 
can, nevertheless, fully realise the difficulty of 
their position. —*

It will be said, of course, that had I not 
resisted this extra brutality could, have, been 
avoided, but I resist on principle, and my conten- 
tion is this, that if a prisoner resists' forcible 
feeding so violently that it is impossible to feed 
her without brutality she should notbe fed. 
Otherwise, what possible safeguard is there 
against any other form of cruelty ? Why not 
attack her with bludgeons, or doubled fists, if 
necessary ?
I am in bed, and too tired to write any more, 

though there is much that might be said. "
(Signed) ErLA STEVENSON.

The usual Thursday evening meeting to be 
held at the Holborn Hall, Grey’s Inn Road, 
instead of Essex Hall, at 8 p.m. Speakers: Miss 
Tyson and Miss Naylor in the chai
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FETE AND FAIR.

ALL IN A GARDEN FAIR.
Suffragette Summer Festival.

The schemes for the Festival are most 
fascinating. Everyone knowing the Em- 
press Looms will have to come, if it is 
only to see how lovely this somewhat 
un /tractive building can be made. 

Visitors who come out of the dust and 
heat of June streets will find themselves 

in a meadow leading to the big flower 
garden, which is to be the central attrac- 
tion, and where most of the stalls will be 
found. Members who can send flowers 
to make the garden particularly realistic 
are urged to do so. Flowers in pots will 
be especially welcome. Now, country 
members, what a glorious opportunity 
this should prove for you!

Stalls already arranged for include:

The Sweet Stan.
All willing to help at this stall should 

communicate with the Hon. Sec. (pro. 
tem.) at Lincoln’s Inn House, and put 
‘ Sweets ‘ on the corner of the en- 
velope. Urgent appeals are made for 
cakes and candy and home-made sweets 
of all sorts. The fame of the W.S.P.U. 
cooks was carried far and wide during 
Self-denial Week. Now they have to 
eclipse that record. Remember, mem- 
bers, record -breaking is one of the hobbies 
of the W.S.P.U.

SUFFRAGETTE WEEK.
Suffragette week, 1913, will long be remem- 

bered by the members of the W.S.P.U. as 
perhaps the most memorable week in the 
history of the Union. For it so happened that 
in that week there were historical happenings. 
Though quite unexpected the paper duly 
appeared on Thursday morning, and from the 
point of view of the army of workers and 
sellers for our special suffragette week the 
importance of this will be recognised, for they 
were enabled to go about their business in the 
ordinary way, fulfilling all the pre-arranged 
plans. And what a sale the paper had! So 
anxious were the public to obtain a copy of 
the Suffragette of May 1st, 1013, that 
sellers were in danger many times of being 
moved on for obstruction. So great were 
the crowds that gathered and so great were the

sold three copies while she disposed of five 
dozen. Never was such interest and curiosity 
shown, nor such kindness and understanding 
exhibited by the general public. Will all who 
can help send in their names to Lincoln’s Inn 
House without delay, that this splendid oppor. 
tunity may be turned to good account.

ADVERTISING THE PAPER,

JOAN OF ARC

By CHRISTABEL PANKHURST.

IS THIS INCITEMENT?

VIOLENCE JUSTIFIED BY UNIONIST LEADERS,

The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The 
The

Provision Stall.
Flower Stall.
Sweet Stall.
Millinery Stall.
Wooden Furniture Stall.
Toy Stall.
Book Stall.
Woman’s Press Stall.

The Basket Stall.
The American Notions Stall.
The Practical Stall.
The Summer Frock Stall.

It will be understood from the above
list that almost any contributions will not 
come amiss. We want offers of gifts of 
all sorts. The Summer Frock Stall and 
the Basket Stall have not yet been appor- 
tioned. Who will come forward with an 
offer to help stock them, or to take charge 
of them ? The Summer Frock Stall is to 
include blouses and dainty frocks for 
children and grown-up people, ties, neck- 
wear, gloves, and everything to wear that 
is light and pretty and summery.

There is enough and to spare for every
body to do, to make a brilliant and charm- 
ing function of the Summer Festival. 

We know everybody will come forward 
now and work with might and main.

All communications about the festival 
should be addressed to Miss Joan Wick- 
ham, at Lincoln’s Inn House.

The side-shows will be a big feature of 
the fete. There will be a cafe chantant 

upstairs and a delightful programme will 

be provided.
Photography and lightning sketches 

are being arranged, and an Aunt Sally 
with political heads, a Punch and Judy 
show, etc.

Numbers of helpers are needed for the 
tea and refreshments. In fact, help is 
wanted all round. Will each member 
think what she can possibly do ? Will 
she combine with other members?

The Millinery Stall.
First of all Mrs. Pott, who has con- 

sented to manage this stall as she did 
before at the Portman Rooms, appeals 

for hats.
Go to your milliner and ask her to pro- 

vide you with hats for sale. Go to the 
big shops you deal with and do the same. 
Explain what a fine advertisement it will 
be. (The names of business firms con- 

tributing to the stall will be given promi
nence, not only in The SUFFRAGETTE, but 
a leaflet will be printed and widely distri
buted to visitors at the fete.) Hats, hats, 
hats—we must have hats.

Further, Mrs. Pott appeals to mem- 
bers to put off buying their summer mil- 
linery until the festival. She promises 
to have dainty and novel hats on sale. 
You will get what you want, and at the 
same time you will be helping along the 
biggest cause of this generation.

The Wooden Furniture Stall.
Mr. and Mrs. Noel Rawnsley are or- 

ganising this stall, and it will provide a 
most novel attraction. They are making 
all sorts of wooden articles in their own 
workshops, and will take orders at the 
fifce to supply as many as required like 
the sample ones on show. This under- 

taking involves a considerable outlay to 
begin with, and anyone who would give 
financial assistance would be doing a 
splendid service. Garden seats and 
chairs, small wooden tables, light wheel- 
barrows, and a multitude of other articles 
for children and grown-ups will be on 

sale.

Mrs. 
asks

The Book Stall.
Mansell is in charge of this, and 
that all communications be

number of persons 
penny, that the

eagerly offering
seller had

time cut out to distribute her copies.
all her 

Again
and again came the message that pitch after 
pitch required re-stocking and messengers 
went hurrying along to get fresh supplies. By 
Thursday night the whole issue was sold out—- 
1,800 alone being sold at the great Essex Hall 
meeting, and Friday saw a fresh issue on the 
streets. All the special functions were visited, 
and theatre quenes proved a splendid field for 
getting rid of the paper. One clergyman 
coming up to a seller to buy a copy smilingly 
remarked, ‘ Well, it’s marvellous. Nothing 
seems to perturb these indomitable women." 
Another incident near the Charing Cross pitch 
was significant of the effect of the appearance 
of the paper. A carter got down from his van 
to buy a copy, and as he tendered his penny 
said, “ ‘Ow did ye do it, Miss? No Men’s 
Society could have faced them like this; 
They'd ‘a been too disorganised just at first." 
Everywhere kindness and sympathy meet the 
sellers. Men and women who hitherto, had 
been apathetic and even hostile, uttered words 
of admiration for the extraordinary courage 
and determination which could face all 
obstacles with a calmness and cheeriness 
which was remarkable.

The Flower Stall.
A heap of flowers will be needed to 

stock this stall. Flowers in pots, cut 

flowers, garden flowers, wild flowers. 
Vases would be most acceptable. .They 
would help to make the stalllook effective, 

and they are just what people are always 
glad to buy, because of their usefulness. 
Who will come forward and offer to supply 
Mrs. Marshall with flowers day by day ? 
because the festival is to last ten days, 
and there must never be a lack of flowers, 
as the special mission of the fete is to 
transport Londoners to the country for a 
few hours. See to it, members who are 
lucky enough to have fair gardens, and

the midst of fair fields, that every buyer 
at this stall finds exactly the flowers he or 
she likes best on sale! Fresh green 

branches look charming on the stall, and 
oak leaves, beech leaves, etc., should find 

ready purchasers. Let the spoils of the 
woods swell the coffers of the W.S.P.U. ;

The Provision Stall,
Like the flower stall, this stall will be 
in charge of Mrs. Marshall, who has 
organised it so successfully on previous 
occasions. Offers of help should be sent 
to her at Lincoln’s Inn House. She 
wants poultry, hams, etc., butter, eggs, 
cream, and all manner of dairy produce. 
Honey will be a speciality.

addressed to her at Lincoln’s Inn House. 
Her appeal is

Books 1
Books to read. Books to look at!

Grave books ! Funny books 1 Books of all 
sorts and descriptions.

Miss Elizabeth Robins has promised 
signed copies of her own books. Will 
other distinguished authors do the same? 

There are so many in sympathy, heart 
and soul, with the Suffrage Movement.

Toy Stall.
Miss LeonorTyson has made herself 

responsible for the success of this stall. 
As little more than three weeks remain 
before the opening of the Fair, she makes 
a most urgent appeal to all who are will- 
ing to help in stocking the stall to com- 
municate with her at once at 37, Drew- 
stead Road, Streatham, London, S.W., 
saying what they are prepared to do.

Toys of evary description will be 
needed, and if the experience gained dur- 
ing the Fair at the Portman Rooms, is 
any criterion, a very large supply will be 
needed to meet the demand of ten days. 

Home-made toys are, of course, unfailing 
favourites, but the time of year must be 
taken into account, and toys suitable for 
outdoor games are likely to be in de
mand : spades and buckets, ships and 
aeroplanes, skipping ropes, bats and 
balls, etc., etc., in addition to the usual 
picture books, dolls, animals, and so on.
. As many of these toys cannot be pro

duced at home, and time is, besides, so 
short, it will be necessary to supplement 
the contributions sent in by the purchase 
of stock from wholesale merchants, and 
those who can help in no other way are 
asked to contribute to the fund which has 

, been opened for this purpose.

SPECIAL REPORTS.
Those in charge of the special efforts to sell 

the paper at all gatherings where the public 
are to be found report unprecedented sales. 
The great Labour gathering on May 1st 
provided an opportunity for the special 
army of sellers, who got rid of many 
thousands of copies, so eager were the people 
to possess themselves of one or more. The 
crowds that gathered outside Lincoln’s Inn 
House to watch the removal of the documents 
from the famous building, gave the women a 
further opportunity to circulate the inimitable 
Suffragette. The great meeting in Trafalgar 
Square provided a unique chance, and 
the women were quick to take advantage of 
this. Someone conceived the idea of making 
up the paper into bundles of sixes and threes, 
and gaily tied up with the famous tri-colour 
ribbon; these found a ready sale., Sellers re- 
port that they really had a royal time. At one 
pitch in two days over 800 copies were sold, 
and Glasgow reports- the sale of no less than 
4,960 copies.

The remarks from the general public were 
most characteristic-—one elderly man catching 
sight of a seller, said in tones of deep surprise, 
" Why, there they are ” ! Others bought the 
paper, remarking that they had never done so 
before, but since its suppression they felt they 
must support it. One man, approaching a 
seller said, “ If I buy the paper I suppose I 
shall be prosecuted, so let me have one.’ A 
seller reports that a man who was standing 
beside her selling the Anti-Suffragette Review,

London Chalked by Enthusiastic 
Members.

One of the cheapest and most effective ways 
of advertising is by chalking the pavements. 
Those arriving from the suburbs in the early 
morning were met with messages to " buy and 
read the SUFFRAGETTE,’ ’ chalked on the pave, 
ment outside the railway stations. Some 
enthusiasts had spent the very early hours of 
each day chalking Whitehall and Westminster. 
Poster parading, too, was largely used as a 
means of advertisement. These parades left 
Lincoln’s Inn House twice a day, some beauti. 
ful hand-painted posters done by a member 
creating admiration. A charming touch was 
lent to these parades by the carrying of open 
sunshades when the sun was hottest, on which 
were inscribed such sentences as " Buy and 
read the SUFFRAGETTE, 1d." "How about Free 
Speech " ? and so on. The decorated bus, too, 
driven by a woman created a great deal of 
interest during SUFFRAGETTE week. This left 
"Lincoln’s Inn House gaily covered in purple, 
white, and green banners and original posters 
advertising the paper. Those who occupied 
seats on top told how sympathetic were the 
crowds everywhere, and often when held up 
in the traffic pedestrians would seize the 
opportunity of running out, offering a penny 
for a copy. A delightfully original idea was 
conceived in the decorated Irish jaunting car 
which was driven by an Irish woman through 
the principal streets of the West End, and was 
hailed at all points with exclamations of 
amusement and delight especially by any 
native of the Emerald Isle who happened to 
meet it as it drove about. The poster parades 
will of course continue, and those who can are 
urged to come forward for this particular work. 
All, therefore, who can spare any time should 
send in their names without further delay to 
Lincoln’s Inn House.

There have just been held in France the 

annual rejoicings and ceremonies in 

honour of Joan of Arc. It is said that 
this year they have been marked by an 

enthusiasm greater than ever before. i

It is significant that the French should 

take a woman, and a militant woman, as 

the personification and symbol, as she 

was the regenerator, of their nation 1

While Frenchmen are doing honour to 

the memory of this great militant woman, 

their national heroine, Englishmen—-or, 

rather, the English Government— are con

signing their militant women to prison. 

The fact is that the English Government 

are 500 years behind the times. Their 

predecessors burnt Joan of Arc, and they 

themselves are now persecuting her 

spiritual descendants.

Joan of Arc is the militant women’s 

ideal. They feel the closest kinship with 

her, and in every word and every act of 

hers they recognise the same spirit as that 

which strengthens them to risk their 

liberty and endure torture for the sake of 

freedom.

Consider Joan of Arc at the Council of 

War, rejecting a suggestion of com-

PROVIDING POSTERS.

promise. Said she:

" It is amazing! 

thing to do, and only 
call a council of war I

There is but one 

one. And lo, ye

Councils of war

A Wonderful Response.
When the scheme of postering London thor

oughly was first started no one imagined that 
the response would reach the wonderful pro
positions that it has reached. But this form < f 
advertisement seems to have appealed to a 
very wide public. It has been a means for 
those who, from various reasons, have been 
unable to take a very prominent or active part 
in the militant movement, to help and sympa- 
thise with the work which is being so splen- 
didly carried out. The cost of a poster at a 
railway station for one year is £1 5s. Od. All 
are urged to contribute. Promises to this 
fund should be sent in without delay to Lin- 
coln's Inn House.'

have no value but to decide between two 

or three doubtful courses, but a council of 

war when there is only one course ! Con- 

ceive of a man in a boat, and his family 

in the water, and he goes out among his 

friends to ask what he had better dol A 

council of war I Name of God !—to 

determine what? Every sane man 

knows, whose loyalty to his king is not a 

sham and a pretence, that there is but 

one rational thing before us—the march 

upon Paris."

LIBRARIES.

Widening the interest “ The Suffragette ” for 
all Libraries and Clubs.

So much success has attended this idea that 
the organiser makes a very strong appeal for 
help to carry it out successfully. Those who 
can are urged to promise to provide a copy for 
some library or club, etc. All who can help 
in this way are asked to write toLincoln s Inn 

House without delay.

The Woman’s Press Stall.
As in the past, this stall is to be in the 

capable hands of Miss Vibert, Miss Good- 
liffe, and Miss Fargus. They intend to 
have many novelties in specially artistic 
blendings of the colours. China will be a 
feature of the stall, especially the charm- 
ing early breakfast sets that have proved 
so popular at previous fetes. The new 
crested Joan of Arc notepaper should 
prove a great attraction, while everybody 
will be wanting photographs of the 
leaders just now. There will also be a 
great variety of photo frames.

In conjunction with this stall the or- 
ganisers will have a case for jewellery, old 

lace, and other dainty treasures. Contri- 
butions for this, in kind or money, will be 
gratefully received by them, at ‘Lincoln’s 

Inn House.

Lincoln’s Inn House. All kinds of patent 
foods, vegetarian and otherwise, will be 
on sale here. Biscuits, oatcake, short
breads, etc., are wanted. Then there will 
be soaps and bath-salts and water 
softeners, rose-water, eau de Cologne, 
other perfumes,, lavender bags, etc. It is

And when it is suggested to her that if 

a truce be concluded with the Duke of 

Burgundy, there is hope of concluding a 

treaty with him to deliver Paris “ with- 

out the cost of a blow or the fatigue of a 

march thither, " she answers :

“Ahl the treaty which we hoped to 

make with him! He has scorned you for 

years and defied you. Is it your subtle 

persuasions that have softened his 

manners and inclined him to listen to 

proposals? No; it was the blows—the 
blows which we gave him. That is the 

only treaty which that sturdy rebel can 

understand. What does he care for

wind? The treaty which we hope to 

make with him I To deliver Paris! There 

is no pauper in the land that is less able 

to do it. He deliver Paris I Ah, but that 

would make great Bedford smile I Ah, 

the pitiful pretext 1 Too blind to see 

that this thin, poor parleying—that this 

fifteen days’ truce has no purpose but to 

give Bedford time to hurry forward his 

forces against us! More treachery I 

Always more treachery! We called & 

council of war with nothing to counsel 

about, but Bedford calls no council to 

teach him what our one course is. He 

knows what he would do in our place— 

hang his traitors, and march upon Paris I 

Gentle king, rouse; the way is open.

Paris beckons ; France implores. ’ ‘

Then they say to her: "‘We must not 

go back from what we have done. We 

have proposed to treat, and we must treat, 

with the Duke of Burgundy. ” *' And we 

will, ’ ’ she answers. ‘ ‘ Ah, how ? ” “At 

the point of the lance.”-

Then there was that magnificent reply 

of hers to the ecclesiastics, who put to 

her the question why, if it was God’s 

will to deliver France, there should be 

any need for warfare. ' ′ The sons of 
France will do the fighting. God will 

give the victory !′

When the nation of France, and the 

very idea of nationality, were all but dead, 

there arose Joan of Arc, who came—a 

poor girl from a country village—to revive 

in her compatriots their sense of national 

dignity and independence, and to lead 

them to victory over an alien power. 

Then followed her battles and miraculous 

victories. Captured and thrown into 

prison, she tried to escape, saying after

wards : “ Yes, I wanted, and I still want 

to escape, as is the right of every 

prisoner.” Brought before a tribunal 

which, as a French writer has it, was 

"′ inspired, paid, and terrorised by the 

English,"’ she was handed over to those 

same English and by them burnt.

But her memory and the liberation she 

won for her country were not destroyed, 

and she lives on still as the glory and 

inspiration of France.

To British women also, Joan of Arc has 

left a great inheritance. She has taught 

them the loveliness of simplicity, purity, 

courage, and militancy.

Joan of Arc belongs to France, but she 

belongs also to the womanhood of the 

whole world, and the women of our 

country are one with the men and women 

of France in adoring her memory.

• It 

the 

they

is alleged by the Government, in 
prosecution for conspiracy which 

are directing against prominent |
officials of the W.S.P.U., that The 
SUFFRAGETTE has justified militancy. 

Because of this justification, Mr. Bodkin, 

counsel for the prosecution, has con- 

tended that The SUFFRAGETTE must be 
“ stopped,” and members of its editorial 

staff imprisoned. In other words, it is 

argued that to justify militancy is a 

crime. We give below quotations from 

speeches made by Mr. Bonar Law, the 

Unionist leader, and by Sir Edward 

Carson and Mr. F. E. Smith. The 

speeches of these gentlemen are certainly 

a justification of, and we believe are also 

an incitement to, militancy. Why have 

they not been arrested for conspiracy, 

and why have not the Government taken 

steps to " put a stop to " the Unionist 

newspapers which have repeatedly pub- 

lished similar justification of Unionist 

militancy ?

MR. BONAR LAW: “I do not conceal 
from you that the peril with which you 

are threatened is very grave. • . I 

say it to you with all solemnity, you 

must trust to yourselves. Once again . 

you hold the pass for the Empire. You 

are a besieged city. Does not the pic- 

ture of the past, the glorious past, 

with which you are so familiar, rise 

again before your eyes? The timid 

have left you your Lumdys. They 

have betrayed you, but you have closed 

your gates.' The Government by their 

Parliament Act have erected a boom 

against you, a boom to cut you off from 

the help of the British people. (Cries 

of ‘ Never! ‘) You will burst that 

boom. (Loud cheers.) Help will come, 

and when the crisis is over men will 

say of you, in words not unlike those 

once used by Pitt, ' You have saved 

yourselves by your exertions, and you 

will save the Empire by your ex- 

ample.' ”

believe in ill-treating cattle, shooting at 

innocent people from behind hedges, or 

committing other offences suchas 

would make them the darlings of the 7 

present Government. But they have : 
other methods, other means, which it is J 

not necessary to mention now, and 

Ulster can be relied upon to adopt 
braver and better methods, and would 

not shirk the consequences.”’

Mr. F. E. SMITH: " Violence is always 
deplorable. So is bloodshed. Yet 
violence and bloodshed in Ulster would 
be an incomparably smaller misfortune 
than cowardly acquiescence in a revolu- 
tion which, if consummated, will, 
assuredly plunge the whole country in 
civil war. Liberal comment is usually 
based upon the assumption that Ulster 
stands alone. It is as certain as any- 
thing in politics can be certain, that she 
will have the active and material 
support of thousands of Englishmen,

THE POLICE AND THE 
PUBLIC.

The Practical Stall.
Mrs. Reinold has consented to take 

charge of this. She wants volunteers to 
help her. Offers to be made to her at

The American Notions Stall is to be 
run by American visitors to London 
Who will volunteer? Pins, needles, silks, 
cottons, and the thousand and one little 
oddments that go to make up what are 
styled over here, unromentically enough > 
toilet accessories, will be on sale here. 
Everyone knows how fascinating and how 
useful these things can be, so that is WhX, 
we have borrowed the quaint " Notions 

title from over the water, and why we are 
asking our American cousins to come for
ward to assist with this stall.

Note.—It has been decided to have no 
live animals on sale at the festival, as 
has been suggested.

One Year’s Subscription, post free, 6s. 6a. (Foreign, 8s. 8d.)
P Months’ » „ 3b. 3d. ( „ 4s. 44.)
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MR. WALTER LONG: "Civil war may 
be necessary. It may be forced on a 

people in order to protect the rights 
and liberties of themselves a nd their 

successors, but it is an awful, a terrible 

thing to contemplate. I believe Lord 

Randolph Churchill spoke no more than 

was true of the people of Ulster. It 

may be that the future may have for 

you a choice as terrible as that. , . . 

God helps those who help themselves, 

and if we are going to avert this terrible 

possibility from our land and our chil- 
dren, it will only be by rallying now as 

one man to the standard of the Union, 

by working as one man for the cause in 

which we believe! ”

Sir EDWARD CARSON: “ Well, after 
what happened of the policy of the 
Government in relation to Ulster, I 
intend, when I go over there, to break 
every law that is possible. I am not a 
bit afraid of them, for a more wretched, 
miserable, time-serving opportunist lot 
never have before sat in Parliament. It 
is not until Englishmen have been well 
kicked that they arouse from their 
apathy. We are living under the mere 

ipse dixit of Ute Cabinet, guided by the 

political caucus. Ulster people do not

The following comment appeared in th n . 

Christian Commonwealth, May 7:— 5
We have frequently found ourselves out of 

sympathy with complaints as to the behaviour 
of the police on occasions when we have been 6 

present, but we feel compelled to say that the 
conduct of the police at the Free Speech demon- — 

stration in Trafalgar Square on Sunday afternoon 

was far from satisfactory. Standing on the 

plinth of the Nelson Monument we ■ had an 

excellent general view of the entire Square. 

The trouble began through certain unauthor

ised speakers attempting to address the 

crowd from the south side of the column - ‘ 

In stopping them the police were needlessly 

rough, and thus aroused the resentment of 

onlookers. The many thousands of assembled 

people- were unanimously in sympathy with the 

objection of the demonstration—we did not hear 

one dissentient note—and thoroughly good- 

tempered until angered by the police. Again 
and again constables, mounted or on foot, a.
charged the crowd quite needlessly. At ten 
minutes to five the police quite foolishly ■
and needlessly began to clear the Square. "
The result was that some of the people got 
incensed, and there were some ugly scenes; in 
the Strand, at least one constable flourished his 
truncheon. We confidently assert that all this 
turbulence would not have arisen had the people 
not been interfered with. This remark may be 

given a wider range. Mr. McKenna’s attempt 
to repress free speech is the stupidest thing he 
has ever done, and that is saying much. Not . 
only the W.S.P.U., but all suffrage meetings in - 
Hyde Park are now forbidden. For in- 
stance, Mrs. C. Merivale-Mayer, who for 
months past has held every Sunday near the a 
Marble Arch a successful meeting under the 
auspices of the New Constitutional Society for 
Women’s Suffrage, has now been officially - 
informed that the authorities are " unable. to 
issue any permits to organisers of meetings in 
favour of women’s suffrage." Apparently the 
inhibition does not apply to organisers of anti- 
suffragist gatherings ! Instead of attempting to 
suppress constitutional meetings the authorities 
should arrest inciters to violence. The plea that - 
the police are unable to control hostile crowds in 
Hyde Park is nonsense. We urge the Govern- 
ment to restrain Mr. McKenna in the mad and 
mischievous course on which he has embarked. 
A change in the office of Home Secretary at this 
juncture would do much good. Recent events 
have deepened the impression that the hardly 
won liberties of the people are being seriously 
menaced, 1
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unscrupulous politicians.

cardinal fact of the situation is that the

House of Commons, instead of playing

the part assigned to it by the Constitu-

tion, namely, that of controlling the

Government, is in these degenerate days

entirely under the Government S control.

rom thg 11 follows that no measure

which is not driven through by the

Government with all the force at their

disposal has the smallest chance of

passing into law.

So complete is the domination of the

Government and the subservience of the

House of Commons that the Prime

Minister has no need to put on the Whips

resignation to compelinc thregten

He has only to nod his headbedenee.

and to express a personal wish, and his

humble servants come to neei, sacri-

ficing without hesitation their principles

and pledges in order to propitiate him.

"ho truth 9 that the Hoso of

Commons is controlled by a handful of

Is the coal the cook and housekeeper

have a ton to try ?
SEIID i-()E LIS7 505 I-a11r‘.

AEent: Mrs. KAYE, Member W-S.P0.
2. Tavistock Road. Bayswater, w.

mentary private secretaries, and mem-

bers who expect to enter one of these

rlassog

2. Members who are employed by

the Government (a) by being briefed as

barristers by Government depart-

ments; (b) by being subsidised for

political lecturing by the Whips.

3. Members whose election expenses

have been paid out of party funds

1. Members who are owners of pro-
vincial- journals subsidised by the

party.

) Manufacturers whogo mm100

ability companies are indebted to the

Government for ougmegg

No wonder the louse of Commons, in

its present state IS a by-word for its

servility, is the despair of all reformers
and is to an increasing extend despised

by the public.

tration of this fact we may quote again.

as we have quoted before, from the

remarks of Sir Robert Perks, an ex-

beral member of Parliament. Sir

Robert Perks declares that the ordinary

member of Parliament IS a mere pawn in

the party game, and that a very large

pmbor of the Government g followers

are not free agents, but are under a per-

sonal obligation to the Government and

to their party. Comparatively few

members, he says, regard themselves as

being at liberty to act in accordance with

MS 16.

Fine Black Pedal Straw,

trimmed with pastel blue

ostrich feather. and small

poscy of mixed flowers.

The result of thatWoman Suffrage.

division is, however, a matter of complete

indifference to every woman who wants

the vote, because, as experience has

proved, it is an utter impossibility for a

Woman Suffrage Billto become law

unless it is promoted by the Government.

In view of this fact, the assertions

made by Mr. Acland and others that mili-

tancy has destroyed the prospects of the

Dickinson Bill simply excite the ridicule
of the Suffragettes.

It is unnecessary for us to re-state' the

well-known events which have marked

AS to the second ground of complaint

that women are too fond of pleasure and

and on this account neglectease.

maternal responsibility, well, one can

should exist in a “‘ man-made world ”

where the tendency prevails to make

woman as much as possible dependent
and helpless that she may be the more

pliant instrument in man’s hang

men choose as mates women who have

no individuality, should they wonder that

tion of other points which I wish to raise.

What strikes one most of all is that

the men who bewail the falling birthrate.

while they lay the blame on innocent or

silence in regard to causes, in defence of

which no argument can be raised. Vico

and its attendant diseases are the most

potent causes of sterility, against which

we do not hear these men making clear

and constant indictment. It is our duty,
therefore, as women, to do the nation and

the race this service It is notorious that

prostitutes become sterile. But so also

do the innocent wives of many ‘ ‘ respect-

able ” who, having contractedIIICIl,

gonorrhea in their past, infect their un

suspecting wives. Many of the latter—

weary, chronic invalids, torturing them-

selves on account of their sterility which

they suppose to be due to their own de.

feet, and undergoing medical and surgical

treatment for it with a pathetic patience

and fortitude. But sterility in the wife.

guise—at least there are no diseased

children for her to spend weary years over

in tending and mourning. This qualified

blessing is not always here. 1housands
of children are born of parents suffering

from gonorrheea, and of these perhaps

none are greater sufferers than the large

army of the blind from birth.” If the

charitable people who labour so nobly to

educate these children and make them

questions and urging

sideration. nig 19

woman S question;

eminently a national

he women whoindividual militant
are nowin the clutches of the laW,

Mr

peaceful, and law-abiding
CHRISTABEL PANKHURST-

Men are much less ignorant on this

subject than women; it is regrettabl.

utterances and printed pages give so little

bat.

more vigorously vice and its attendant

evils, instead of trying in the nameof

State expediency to debar women from

ful and desirable for themselves 1.

tho rest of

ments should ‘‘ have a sufficient number

which to select the mother of his chi

dren." And how is mental capacity to

be elicited except by the process of educa

bion ? But, say the eugenists, these

women of culture bear very small

families, perhaps, indeed, only one child

—if any! Certainly I One cannot
evidently have quantity as well as

quality, and in this respect we do

venereal diseases is not alone in its deadly

the one which is perhaps better known

by the laity and therefore more feared

let, here again, it is its effects on the

individual adults who contract it, that

are best recognised by the public. One

hears much of such parents, and the

falling birthrate is allowed to eclipse the

more serious—because more wasteful—

evil of high infant mortality.

How many mothers who relate to their

friends and medical advisers a series of

miscarriages extending over many years.

and in which the period of gestation has

realise that to the initiated this is signifi-

cant of their being syphilitics? I { QW

many mothers rear with infinite difficulty

puny, marasmic infants, who, if they do

grow up, suffer from countless forms of

disorders which they are often allowed to

considered communicable? How many
know how close a relationship ap

pears to exist between syphilis and the

lability to develop tuberculosis or cancer?

How many recognise that feeble-minded.

ness is almost more attributable to

syphilis than to any other single cause?

Glorious as is the healing art, We are

growing more and more to recognise that

prevention is better than cure. Pre
ventive medicine therefore. is that
branch of the profession which is deser.
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Suffrage, .or any other great reform1, can

brought to bear upon the Government

EL is the duty of the House of Commons

that they would do it women have in the

to get Woman Suffrage pledges from

majority Qi the House. But these

pledges have been broken, and the House

of Commons has done nothing to compel

the Government to give votes to women

Now, it is obvious that when the House

of Commons fails to bring pressure to bear

upon the Government this must be done
by people outside the House of Commons

Men do it through their votes; women.

being voteless, have forged the weapon of

militancy as a substitute for the vote—

or, rather, they have found that weapon

already forged by the men politicians of

the days when men were voteless she

old-weapon of militancy had been lying

rusty on the shelf, where men placed it

when they secured their franchise rights.

When women also win the vote, how

ladly they in their turn will put aside

the blunderbuss of militancy I

The House of Commons can stop mili-

tancy, not by sanctioning raids on the

W.S.P.U., not by sanctioning the torture
of prisoners, not by toying with unofficial

measures for Woman Suffrage, but by

forcing the Government to introduce and

to carry a Bill giving votes to women.

The only excuse which has ever been

offered for the failure of the House of

Commons to force the hand of the
Government with respect to this question

is that ■ a minority of the Cabinet—Ol,

rather, that one man in the Cabinet, for

none of the Anti-Suffragist Ministers save

Mr. Asquith is of any importance—IS

tho enfranchisement ofopposed to
This excuse is a shameful one,women.

because it implies that in the opinion of

those who make it the prejudices of one

man are of more importance than the

honour and well-being of the larger half

of the community.

It is thus that women are incited to

So long as members of Par-violence.

Government and their infidelity to their

own pledged word, continue to incite

women to militancy, it is obviously futile

to raid the offices of the W.S.P.U. and

Such

Thecause of militancy, cannot cure 1t.

cause of militancy is the weakness and

treachery, and you put an end also to

militancy.

Hitherto the Government and the

House of Commons have failed to under-

farce of discussing and then shelving
private memb. IS Bils has continued.

and now I 110 longer draws an audience.

There are no women left gullible enough

Our servile and corruptto form one.
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Miss Pankhurst is to be honoured for

the direct and fearless manner in which

she handled a delicate subject in a recent

Modest reticence on theseeditorial.

vital matters has long since degenerated

into prudishness and cowardice. Any
subject that so nearly concerns the wel

fare—or the undoing—of our brothers and

sisters demands the intelligent corporate

attention of the W.S.P.U.—a Union

which exists for the wielding of political

instruments in the interests of social pro

zress.

Out of the consideration of the ghastly

subject of White Slavery arise several

other considerations which, because of

their bearing on the subject of White

Slavery itself, and on the social welfare of

our nation generally, it is well we should

look into very carefully, fearlessly, and

Among these IS that of: thehonestly.
falling birthrate—admittedly a matter of

90 we doubtednational importance.

prominent offices in the Church,holding

in the medical profession, and in the

scientific and philanthropic bodies are

constantly busying themselves in earnest

disastrousto stop thisandesvours
tendency must have convinced us at once I

These important gentlemen, who tell us

that the political aspirations of women are

of minor importance and must not be

weightierwithallowoc to itorfore

maters, are not likely to expend attention

on mere mothers and babies unless some

how these have contrived become 9
matter of national importance. Other

matters of national importance we—the

womanhood of England—may or may not

be competent to deal with, but here at

least is one which is within the province

of every mother—actual or potential—and

all those women who are directly or in-

directly interested in babies. indeed, as

these wise and kind gentlemen have given

so much thought to the .subject and have

condescended to address us so often on it.

admonitions and ourselves investigate

the matter and its causes.

We women are assured that this

contribute to the nationthe most do.

sirable kind of babies allow themselves to

one, the higher education of women, and
the other, a most unreasonable selfish

ness and frivolity which makes women

Foe, since it is

it is ob-

most urgent of constitutional reforms.

The people are ready and eager for pro-

There is a great stirring in thegross.
national life, but the House of Commons

blocks the way, because It refuses to fulfil

its proper function of compelling the

Government to obey the will of the

people.
This brings us to the realreason for the

action taken by the militant women. In

common with everybody who has the

least understanding of politics, the

militant women know that Woman
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The Suffragette

House of Con mons has defeated the
Second Reading of the Dickinson Bill for - "he redemption und regeneration of question of organisation and incitement.

be won only as the result of pressure

to exert that pressure, and in the belief

past worked diligently and successfully

liament, by their subservience to the

to put its members into prison. 
coercion, because it does not touch the

the treachery of politicians. Put an end 

to that weakness, put an end to that

stand that militancy is not a mere

It is prompted by a sense of insult and 

a spirit of devotion that reside in each 

harged with conspiracy and incitement. 

could never convert other women to 

believe in and practise militancy; only 

Asquith and the rest of the 

politicians can finally do that 
women had no cause of complaint against 

the Government’s treatment of them, 
they would at all costs remain contented,

THE FALLING BIRTHRATE

its importance, the fact that learned men 

the least we can do is to give our earnest 

attention to their utterances and solemn

national danger is of our engineering. 
We, directly or indirectly, contrive to 

bring it about. The women who could

be turned aside from this their obvious 

duty and privilege by two causes—the 

prefer sport or social gaieties to the bear
ing and tending of infants, with the ac

companying restrictions. We have been 
told that if the higher education of 

women, desirable as it may appear, has 
so disastrous an issue, it had better be 

scrapped"! A short-sighted " penny, 
wise " policy this!

generally recognised that in the " straggl 
for existence " mentality is a factor of 

very high “ survival value.

viously desirable (as all eugenists 

admit) that a man of good mental endow

of women of good mental capacity from 

exhibits a tendency either to make up for 

inefficiency in the young by the production 

of larger numbers, thus increasing the

the other hand to expend more energy 

on a limited number of offspring, thus

hardly wonder that such a state of things 

their empty minds wander idly to passing 

pleasures ? But the efficient handling of 

these arguments is not in place here as 

the space at my disposal is not sufficient 
for their consideration and the considana.

venial causes, maintain a conspicuous 

bright and bonny girls when they marry— 

become, after a few years of married life.

although accompanied for her by physical 

disease and suffering, is a blessing in dis- 

march. Syphilis is its grim companion, 

shown a tendency to increase until at 
last they have borne a full-term child.

believe are due to “ gout? ” How many 

realise that even latent syphilis is now 

NEW MILLINERY
Many exquisite styles are now being
shewn, and we invite your inspection.
An exceptional variety of styles and
shapes in the newest colourings, both

vedly attracting the most attention now 
And part of its work consists in ‘ the 
dissemination of relevant knowledge. 
Tuberculosis exhibitions and health lee- 

tures are evidence of this. It is surely 
time that some of the most potent of pre. 
ventable causes of the falling birthrate" 
should be fearlessly exposed and energeti 
cally dealt with in the same manner.

therefore that they should in their public 

prominence to these more serious causes 
which are responsible, not alone for a 
falling birthrate, but for much of the al. 

plorable infant mortality and degeneracy 
which it is the duty of the State to com

One can hardly wonder that some, 
times women are tempted to regard the 

admonitory utterances of men as simple 
cant. If they are really as muchcon. 

cerned about the falling birthrate as they 
appear to be, why do they not attack

education and sport, two forms of activity 

which they regard as pre-eminently use-

I repeat that the W.S.P.U. is doing a 

national service in boldly uttering these

fore it can be dealt with effectively 

being so deeply concerned as they ar 
should be given the same facilities as a
possessed by men for making their point 
of view known in a constitutional”
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LEADERS IN COURT.

Friday’s Evidence.

BAIL REFUSED

1 On Friday, May 2nd, Mrs. Drummond, 
Miss Kerr, Miss Barrett, Miss Lennox, 

Mrs. Sanders, and Miss Lake again ap- 
peared at Bow Street Police Court, to- 
gether with Miss Annie Kenny, who was 

arrested at Dover on her arrival from 

France on Thursday morning and re- 

manded in custody until the. following 
day, and Mr. E. G. Clayton, an analytical 
chemist, of Richmond, who was arrested 

on Thursday evening, and Mr. S. G. 
Drew, manager of the Printing Company 

whose imprint appeared upon last week’s
issue of THE SUFFRAGETTE, and who 

apprehended on Friday night.

The charge against the defendants 

stated as follows :— i
"For having conspired, -together with 
Pankhurst, Miss Christabel Pankhurst,

was

was

Mrs.
and

other members of the Women's Social and 
Political Union, on October 1, 1912, and divers

other dates thereafter.
damage, n.

maliciously cause
and spoil, in and on property

belonging to tradesmen and others, contrary to 
the Malicious Damage to Property Act, 1861.

Mr. Bodkin, Mr. Travers Humphreys, and 
Mr. William Lewis conducted the case on behalf 
of the Director of Public Prosecutions; Mr. J.
McDonald Cobban, 
Drew, and Mr. R. 
fendants.

Mr. Bodkin said

solicitor, appeared for Mr. 
D. Muir for the other de-

that there had been other
arrests since the case was last before the magis- 
trate. Owing to the great amount of material 
to be dealt with he was not yet in a position 
to open the case, and he would have to ask 

for a further remand after some formal evidence 
had been given.

In thecourse of the evidence Detective- 
inspector Hawkins, of Scotland Yard, stated 
that at 11 o’clock on Wednesday morning he 
went to Mecklenburgh-square, the address of 
Miss Kenney and Miss Barrett, and on a table in 
the vestibule he found a book called " Bristol 
Riots, 1831.” Inside the book there were four 

documents. The witness then went upstairs to 
a bedroom, which he was told was Miss Ken- 
net’s room, and he there found a card with 

some writing upon it. At 7-30 p.m. on Thurs- 
day the witness arrested Mr. Clayton at his 
residence in Kew road, Richmond. He read the 
warrant to him and in reply Mr. Clayton said, 
"I think itis rather a highhanded action. I 
am an extreme sympathiser with the Suffragette 
cause. What evidence have you against me?" 
The witness replied, " This card and these 
papers," showing him the four documents and 
the card he had found at Miss Kenney’s address. 
The defendant looked at the card and said, ‘ I 
wrote that, but perhaps I ought not to say any-
thing ab 1 this moment. * ’ Mr. Clayton wrote a
letter addressed to Mr. Marshall, solicitor, in
the witness's presence. The letter was pro-
duced and the witness said that in his opinion 
the handwriting on itwas the same as on the 
four documents and card which he found at 
Miss Kenney's address. The witness after wards 
went to Mr. Clayton's laboratory at H Iborn- 

tTVinduct, but did not take anything away from 
. there.

147
The note upon the card referred to reads as 

follows :—- —

- Dear Miss Kenney,—I am sorry to say that 
it will be several days yet before I can be 
ready with that which you wanted. I have 
devoted all this evening and all yesterday 

evening to the business without success. Evi- 
dently a difficult matter, but not impossible, I 
verily believe. Galling as it is to have to 
write it, I nearly succeeded once last night 
and then spoilt what I had done in trying to 

improve upon it. By next week I shall be able 
to manage. The exact proportions are very

PROCEEDINGS AT BOW STREET.
important to hit, evidently. I will let yoncase as a matter for amusement. He proceeded 
have results as soon as I think them good to say that Mrs. Drummond took a leading part

enough. Please burn this. With best wishes 
and earnestly hoping that you are much better, 
I am, yours sincerely,

EDwY G. CLAYTON.

P.S.—I am awfully disappointed at having 
to keep you waiting longer than I anticipated.

On the four documents discovered reference 
was made to various Government departments, 
timber yards, etc.

Mr. Muir said that he had only just been in- 
structed, and did not propose to cross-examine 
the witnesses at present.

Chief Inspector Fowler said that he received 
the warrant for the arrest of Mr. Drew on 
Thursday night, and at 11 o’clock yesterday 
morning he arrested him at the offices of the 
Victoria House Printing Company, Tudor-street. 
The witness produced some documents which 
were handed to him on the premises, and also a 
copy of the Suffragette, dated May 2, bearing 
the imprint, ‘ Printed by the Victoria House 

Printing Company (Limited), Tudor-street, E.C., 
and published by the Women’s Press, Lincoln’s 
Inn House, Kingsway, London, W.C.”

A reporter on the staff of the Daily T elcgraph 
then produced a report of a speech made by Mrs. 
Drummond at a meeting at the Albert Hall on 
April 10.

The hearing was then adjourned until Mon- 
day morning. “

Mr. Muir applied for bail on behalf of Miss 
Lennox. He pointed out that she was sub editor 
of the Suiragelte, and was in no way responsible 
for what appeared in the paper.

Mr. J. McDonald Cobban, who appeared for 
Mr. Drew, also applied for bail on behalf of his 
client. He was, he said in an entirely different 
position from the other defendants.

The Magistrate: Is this his first connection 
with the movement?

Mrs. Drummond (from the dock) : We don’t 
know the man.

Mr. Bodkin asked if bail was allowed that 
Miss Lennox should give an undertaking not 

to take any part either directly or indirectly 
in connection with the militant movement of 
Woman Suffrage by public speaking or other- 
wise. He also asked that Mr. Drew should give 
an undertaking not to take part in the printing 

or distribution of the Suffragette in the interim.
Both defendants agreed to give these under- 

takings, and the Magistrate said he would allow 
bail for Miss Lennox in her own recognisances in 
£50 and two sureties in £25 each; and for Mr. 
Drew in £100 and two sureties of £50 each. He 
said he should not take bail for the other de- 
fendants until after he had heard counsel’s open- 
ing statement on Monday.

in the movement— so. much, so that she was 
known as ‘ the general.’ "Miss. Kenney was 
also an organiser, and, together with Mrs. 
Drummond and Mrs Pankhurst, was a speaker. 
Miss Barrett, Miss Lennox, and Miss Lake were 

connected with the editorial department of the 
Union. Mr. Clayton was an analytical chemist, 
a Fellow of the Institute of Chemistry, and a 
Fellow of the Chemical Society, and the evidence 
would show that for months past he had been 
one of the most active conspirators. He had 
put his knowledge and his brains at the disposal 
of the Union.

Mr. Drew was the manager of a printing com- 
pany, and so far as was known had no connection 
with the Union before last Thursday, when, in 
spite of public warning, he undertook the pro- 
duction of the Suffragelie bearing date May 2. 5 -

Mrs. Pankhurst was not before the Court for 
excellent reasons. Miss Christabel Pankhurst 

had been for over a year a fugitive from justice, 
but actively supported the work of the Union 
from the seclusion of Paris. -

The object of the Union, declared Mr. 
Bodkin, could not be more accurately described 
than by a quotation from the first number of the 
Suffragettii^oi October 18, in which it was stated 
that the militant policy “ consists in defiance of 
legal enactments and in attacks on property. 
The only limit the Union puts on militancy is 
that human life shall be respected. 1. .

Continuing, Mr. Bodkin said the Suffrage tie 
contained records of crimes and criminals and 
articles applauding them, with the result that 
the effect intended was brought about. In Lon- 
don alone in 700 or 800 premises plate-glass 
windows were broken, 560 letter-boxes and 8,400 
letters damaged.

In the course of the raid on the offices of the 
Union the police found a large number of 
hammers. A letter signed H. Buckland, an 
engineer, of Hamburg, contained a proposal that 
members of the Union should attend every music 
hall, theatre, and concert in the metropolis, and 
at a prearranged hour let loose certain articles 
filled with an extremely pungent powder that 
would cause violent sneezing and irritation of 
the skin, and penetrate the thickest clothing, 
the annoyance lasting for hours afterwards.

Mr. Bodkin said he did not know whether this 
was the cause of an epidemic of sneezing which 
broke out at the Central Criminal Court a few 
weeks ago.

Mr. Curtis Bennet : Really, Mrs. Drummond, 
I must ask you to behave yourself and remember

word or pledge yet, and we have a word 04 
honour that no other party understands.
. -Mrs. Drummond— We always come to the top 
whatever you do. We will still go on, even ii on 
dead bodies have to answer for it. _

Miss Kenney, (to some people at the bar) 4 
the Court)— Tell everybody we will go on hunger 

strike.
. A man at the back of the court who slynted 
“ shame ‘‘ was ordered to leave.

Mr. Bodkin mentioned that since the last hear, 
ing Mr. Drew had expressed his willingness to 

sign an agreement that neither he nor his firm 
would in future print the Suffragette or any other 
publication of the Women's Social and Political 
Union, or any matter inciting to crime or active 
violence. In those circumstances the proseention 
was willing to withdraw the charge and to con- 
sent to his being bound over.

The Magistrate said he thought Mr. Drew 
ought to be very thankful to the prosecution for 
taking the course they had done. He agreed to 
adopt the course suggested by Mr. Bodkin, and 
ordered Mr. Drew to enter into his own recog. 

nisances in £1,000 and to find two sureties in 
£500 each for his good behaviour for twelve 
months. The Magistrate added that there would 
be no more of this letting off business again, but 
in future all prosecutions would be carried out 

to the end.
The sureties were at once forthcoming, and Mr. 

Drew was released.

AT BOW STREET ON MONDAY.

BAIL STILL REFUSED.
The proceedings at Bow Street were resumed 

on Monday, May 5, when the case against Mr. 
Drew was withdrawn, in view of an undertaking 
he gave, and Miss Barrett, Miss Lennox, and 
Miss Lake were admitted to bail, bail being 
still refused in the case of Mrs. Drummond, 
Miss Kenney, Mrs. Sanders, Miss Kerr, and 
Mr. Clayton.

Mr. A. H. Bodkin and Mr. William Lewis 

conducted the case on behalf of the Director of 
Public Prosecutions. Mr. Huntly Jenkins re- 
presented Mr. Drew, and Mr. R. D. Muir ap- 
peared for the other defendants.

Mr. Bodkin said that the charge of conspiracy 
would probably be supplemented by charges of 
incitement to commit offences and of inciting 
people to conspire to commit offences. The case 

for the prosecution was that the Women’s Social 
and Political Union existed mainly for the pro- 
curing of the commission of crimes against 
property.

Mr. Bodkin went on to describe the position 
of the defendants in the Union. Mrs. Sanders, 
he said, managed the finances of the Union, and 
until recently the banking account stood in her 
name. Miss Kerr had signed letters as the 
acting secretary, and she was also the business

At this point Mr. Bodkin, observing that 
some of the defendants were smiling broadly, 

asked that they should cease from treating the

BAIL STILL REFUSED
ing stand which is burned down worries them 
(Mr. McKenna and Mr. Asquith) a million 

times more than hooting, and every woman 
who goes to prison is a greater worry to 

them still."
Father quotations from speeches by Mr. 

Dansbury were made, and the evidence given 
last week as to various outrages by women— 
six cases of arson and damage to windows and 
golf courses—was repeated, and it was stated 
(at 8,445 letters had been damaged in London 

since January 28.
The defendant, who went into the witness box 

and gave evidence, was allowed to affirm. He 
stated that he was a Borough Councillor and a 
Poor Law Guardian. He had never been a 
member of the Women’s Social and Political 
Union, which, in fact, did not admit men. In 
his view he had not incited people to commit 
crime. In reply to questions relating to his 
Caxton Hall speech, he said the report sub- 
mitted by the police was not verbatim, and, as 
far as the quotation about women breaking the 
law on every possible occasion was concerned, it 
did not convey accurately what he said. His 
1 lew was that women were outside the law and 

not bound by it in the same way that he was
bound by it. His remark about militant men

The Defendant : I should feel quite happy in An alarm was at once given, and in quick sueces-
finding the sureties if the Government would 
administer justice equallybetween I me and 
highly-placed Privy Councillors who are engaged 
in instigating civil war in Ireland and piling up 
arms in Ulster, ihe

The Magistrates ordered the defendant to be 
imprisoned for three months in default of finding 
sureties.

The Magistrate consented to state a case for 
the consideration of the High Court. Pending 
the hearing of the appeal the defendant was re 
leased on bail.

Mr. Lansbury was greeted with cheers by 
people outside the Court as he went away.

sion the fire brigades from Ditton, Molesey, 
Kingston, Surbiton, Teddington, and Hampton 
arrived, but the flames had then got such a hold 
of the boathouse that there was no possibility of 
saving it. The firemen confined their attention 
to protecting adjoining properties, in which they 
were successful. The fire, which raged with 
terrific fury, burnt itself out in about two hours, 
all that was le ’ the boathouse and its contents 
being a heap - -wisted and bent iron, charred 
beams, and broken brick walls.

coming from a small brown paper package. 
When placed on the ground it exploded. It had 
evidently contained some chemical, a portion of 
which had leaked out among the letters, damag 
ing about a dozen of them.

BURNT TO THE WATER’S EDGE.

MISS LANSBURY FINED.
Following on the Trafalgar-square meeting on

Sunday, Miss Lansbury, Mrs. Jenny Baines, and 
Miss Brown appeared on Monday morning before 
Mr. Paul Taylor at Marylebone Police Court, 
on a charge of obstructing the police at Hyde 
Park, which they attempted to enter after 
leaving the Square.

Mr. Paul Taylor sentenced Mrs. Baines to one 
month's imprisonment without the option of a 
fine, fined Miss Lansbury 40s., or one month, 
and fined Miss Brown 20s., or fourteen days. 
The fines were paid.

Apparently the 
side of the house, 
towards the river, 
were drawn up on

fire originated on the shore- 
and was carried by the wind 
The launches and motor-boats 
the bank near the water, and

FIRE AT FINCHLEY.

A fire, which is attributed to Suffragists, broke 
out in a private house in Finchley on Saturday 
night. The family were away for the week-end, 
and the house having been entered, the carpets 
were piled together and set alight. “ Votes for 
Women" placards were found in two rooms, one 
being pinned to a sideboard.

The outbreak was discovered before any great 
amount of damage was done.

where you are. It is a perfect disgrace.
Mrs. Drummond (laughing) : It is -awful 

lack a sense of humour.

When the court adjourned for luncheon an
application was made that Mrs. Drummond might 
see her friends during the adjournment, but the 
magistrate refused. Mrs. Drummond, leaning over 
to Miss Kenny remarked, " That is pure spite.”

Mr. Muir, after the adjournment, renewed his 
application for bail.

The magistrate said he had decided to allow 
bail in the cases of Miss Lennox, Miss Lake, Miss 
Barrett, and Mr. Drew only.

Mr. Muir mentioned that Mrs. Drummond was 
suffering from an internal complaint.

The magistrate—She is suffering from excessive 
bad behaviour. =

Mr. Muir—She is really in very bad health.
The Magistrate—At present, I say no bail. If 

I had a doctor's certificate I might say something 
else, but I have not had that.

After other formal evidence as to the printing 

of the Suffragette had been given, the hearing 
was adjourned until Thursday.

Miss Lennox, Miss Lake, Miss Barrett, and Mr. 
Drew, in their own recognisances of £500 and 
two sureties of £250 each.

Mr. Muir asked the magistrate to reconsider 
the question of bail for the other defendants.

The magistrate said he would ask the doctor 
to report as to the condition of Mrs. Drummond's 
health.

Miss Kenney—If you won't give us bail, 
Mr. Curtis Bennett, we will run a hunger strike 
in prison. This is persecution on the part of the 
Government. We are being tried, but we have 
not yet been convicted. We think it is only fair 
that you should give us bail.

Mrs. Drummond—We have never broken our

TRIAL OF MEL LANSBURY.
APPEAL TO BE MADE.

BAIL ALLOWED.

At Bow-street Police Court on Saturday Mrs. 
Drummond, Miss Annie Kenney, of the Women’s 
Social and Political Union, and Mr. George 
Lansbury, ex-M.P. for Bow and Bromley, ap- — 
peared before Mr. Dickinson in answer to a 
charge of uttering inflamatory speeches. Mr. 
Bodkin (instructed by Mr. William Lewis) re- 

presented the Director of Public-Prosecutions; 1 
Mr. R. D. Muir appeared for the women defend- 5 
ants; and Mr. Theobald Mathew, with Mr. E. 
Atherley-Jones, for Mr. Lansbury.

Mr. Bodkin suggested that as the female " 
defendants were under remand in connection with 
another charge, which would occupy some littlo 
time, the present case against them should be 
adjourned sine die.

The Magistrate said he could not do that so “ 

far as Miss Kenney was concerned because she 
appeared in answer to a charge, but he would 
discharge her from this particular case, while 
the case of Mrs. Drummond, who appeared in 
answer to a summons, would be adjourned sine 

die.
Dealing with Mr. Lansbury’s case, Mr. Bod- 

-kin said the speeches complained of were 
delivered by him at the Albert Hall, Caxton 
Hall, and Bow Baths in February and April. 
He asked that the defendant should be bound 
over in order to prevent the repetition of si l 

dangerous speeches.
Police-constables Vickers and Renshaw, of ! 

Scotland Yard, produced transcripts of their 
shorthand notes of Mr. Lansbury’s speeches.

Mr. Bodkin read a number of extracts, inelud- . 
ing the following, delivered at the Albert Hall 

on April 10 — “ - 1

" How many of us take any sort of hand in 
this fight beyond passing resolutions? I have 
come to the conclusion that the men interested 
in this Movement have also got to make sacri- 
fices, as the women have made sacrifices. I 
want to set on foot a League of Militant men. 
This is just the moment when we can trans- 
late the Union’s motto into our own lives and 
show that we are able, as the Women’s Social 
and.Political Union are able, that deeds are - 
more important than words.. I want to appeal 
to every woman and every man here to stand 

by the Militants. - I offer no apology for that. 
I am going to take my stand with the Right 
Hon. Bonar Law and the Right Hon. Sir 
Edward Carson. Let us teach this make- 

believe Liberal Government • that this is a holy 
war for women’s and men’s right the worl 
over, that it is a war that we shall not end 
until our end is accomplished, and that it 
is a war in which we shall do our best to 
preserve human life, but that it is a war that 
will have no regard for property of any kind 

whatever. Every window that is broken, every 
golf course which is attacked, and every rag

was an appeal to the male section of his audi- 

ence to protect the women from the outrageous 
treatment to which they were subjected in the 
parks. He had explained publicly—though no 
police reporter had recorded the fact—that be- 
cause he would not have the pluck to do what 
the women did he would refrain from advising 
them to do it. This was the course he had con- 
sistently adopted. He would not incite them 
until he was prepared to do the same.

In cross-examination he denied that he had 
been a frequent visitor to the W.S.P.U. offices.

Mr. Bodkin: Will you swear that?
The defendant: I will.
Have you not stopped there a long time and 

used the rooms to write letters?—That is not 

tre. ,
In any of your speeches have you ever told 

the women not to commit crimes?—I have 
neither advised them to commit crimes nor 
advised them not to commit crimes. I have 
pointed out to them that they can manage their 
own affairs. — .

Jlave you ever said to them at ameeting, 
" Don’t destroy property, don’t burn ‘ ?—No, 
certainly not..

Have you ever considered whether your 
speeches conduced to the commission of crimes? 
- I have considered it, and I do not think they 
do.

There were many passages in the officers’ re- 
ports of his speeches which he could not accept. 
They were disconnected, material parts being 
omitted. i

Mr. Theobald Mathew raised a point argued 
last week, that the Magistrate had no power 
to bind the defendant over in the absence of 
the evidence of an individual complaint that he 
was in fear of his life or the safety of his house. 
Moreover, it had not been proved, in the words 
"f the Statute of Edward III., that the defend- 
ant, though of good fame in his own country, 
had been a “ pillager and robber in parts be- 
yond the sea." .

The Magistrate said there had been consider, 
able discussion as to the wording and scope of 
Statute 34, Edward HL, and its effects on the 
powers and jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace 
in requiring sureties for good behaviour. From 
a legal and historical point of view the point was 
an interesting one, but it was quite clear to him 
that, whether the Statute did or did not apply, 

he had full jurisdiction under the Common Law 
and by virtue of his Commission of the Peace.

FREEDOM LEAGUERS ARRESTED.

Two leaders of the Women’s Freedom League, 
Miss Nina Boyle and Miss Anna Munroe, were 
arrested shortly after six o’clock on Monday as 
a result of an attempt made by them to hold a 
meeting in Hyde Park. They were afterwards 
bailed out.

FACTS OF THE WEEK FROM THE 

DAILY PRESS.

were destroyed when the flames, fanned by the 
wind, reached them. Several small boats actually 
in the river were in this way burned down to the 
water’s edge.

Some seven or eight tall trees close to the boat- 
house were charred to a height of about 70ft. 
A the flames travelled riverward they caught 
a large summer-house in the grounds of the 
Social Club, and completely destroyed it. Part of 
a wooden veranda in front of the club was in- 
volved, but the Albany Hotel suffered no more 
damage than the blistering of the woodwork and 
the cracking of the glass in the windows.

A large quantity of petrol was stored in the 
boathouse, but when the outbreak was first dis- 
covered this was removed to a place of safety. 
As the fire proceeded, however, a number of loud 
explosions occurred, due doubtless to petrol in 
tanks on the motor-cars. The explosions caused 
considerable alarm amongst residents of a number 
of cottages near by.

STABLES DESTROYED.

A fire due, it is believed, to Suffragists, oc- 
curred at Parson-street, Hendon, late on Wed- 
nesday night, April 13, a block of buildings used 
as stables being practically destroyed. Upon 
the door of one of the rooms was affixed a paper, 
bearing the words : " Votes! Votes! Votes ! 
Beware!‘‘ The damage is estimated at nearly 
£400. ;

‘ A MESSAGE TO THE GOVERNMENT."

It is reported that panes of glass were broken 
during Wednesday night, April 30, in the rooms 
of the Inland Revenue offices at Plymouth. A 
notice was found attached to the building as 
follows :‘‘ Plymouth 900 Suffragists' message to 
the Government. You have raided our head 
office, but cannot stop militancy except by giving 
us the vote." ■

TELEPHONE WIRES CUT.

These proceedings
future

were meantto: prevent a
crime being committed, and were not

taken by way of punishment. He ordered the 
defendant to be bound over in his own recog 
nisances of £1,000 and to find two sureties in 
€500 each for his good behaviour for twelve 
months.

The Defendant: I only want to say that r 
decline to find the sureties, because I consider 
‘ at the Government have prosecuted me as a 
political opponent, and have allowed Sir Edward 

arson, the Duke of Abercorn, and other men 
who have been piling up arms in Ulster to . 
free.

The Magistrate expressed the hope that Mr. 
us Ury would reconsider his decision. . -

CHURCH DESTROYED BY FIRE.
St. Catherine’s, Hatcham, one of the finest 

churches in South London, was destroyed by 
fire on Tuesday forenoon. At half-past" eleven 
the vicar left the building perfectly secure. An 
hour later only the four external walls remained. 
I Erected about twenty-one years ago at a cost 
of £18,000, the church stood onthe summit of 
Telegraphi-hill, the most conspicuous eminence 
within the metropolitan area south of the 
Thames. As the vicar walked down the road on 
his way to the church on Tuesday morning he 
saw a cloud of smoke, and thought that some- 
one’s chimney was on fire. Approaching nearer 
he realised that the smoke was coming from the 
church itself. He rushed at once to the fire 
alarm, at the junction of the roads opposite the 
church, but found that the alarm had already 
been given by a boy from the school.

Running back to St. Catherine’s he endeavoured 
to get to the east end of the church to save the 
altar cloth and other ornaments, but found that 
this was impossible. Smoke was rolling across 
the nave into the vestry in dense billows. The 
heat was so intense that the firemen, who had by 
this time arrived, dissuaded him from further 
attempts..

By this time the interior of the building was a 
seething furnace, and the firemen were able to do 
very little. Their fight with the flames was 
rendered exceptionally arduous, owing to the 
difficulty of obtaining a sufficient head of water 
at the top of the hill.

In an incredibly short space of time the whole 
of the roof fell in, and only the four walls and 
the great stone arch above the altar rails were 
left standing.

The fire is attributed by the Press to suffra

gettes.

RIVERSIDE FIRE. 
Many Boats Destroyed.

A fire, which is attributed by the Press to 
militant Suffragists, broke out in a boathouse 
belonging to the Albany Boat and Motor Com- 
pany (Limited), at Thames Ditton, at an early 
hour on Thursday morning. The premises, with 

three steam launches, two motor-boats, three 
motor-cars, two motor-cycles, and about forty 
skiffs, punts, and smaller craft, were completely 
destroyed. They were situs ed on the river bank, 
directly opposite the Jubilee Gate, leading to 
Hampton Court Palace. The damage done is 
estimated at between £3,500 to £4,000.

About half-an-hour after midnight a passer-by 
saw smoke and flames issuing from the boathouse.

SCHOOL BUILDINGS IN FLAMES.
EXTENSIVE DAMAGE.

A fire, which is attributed by the Press to 

Suffragists, occurred at the Ashley Road School, 
Aberdeen, in the early hours of the morning of 
May 3.
It was about a quarter past one o’clock, says 

the Evening Express, that the glare of fire was 
first observed bursting through the roof of the 
new building at the back of the main block of 
Ashley Road School.

A woman, who lives almost opposite the en- 
trance to the school, from her bedroom window 
was the first to become alarmed by the lurid 
reflection of the fire. She sprang from her bed, 
saw that the school was in great danger of des- 
traction, and raised the alarm.
■ When the fire brigade arrived on the spot 
the fire had assumed alarming proportions. In 
the centre of the roof there is a small tower, an 
outlet for the ventilators in the building, and 
from this tower the flames burst fiercely, and a 
dense column of smoke went up into the sky. 
The fire roared in the ventilators, and the smoke 
filled the two floors of the building in such a 
way as to make the work of the brigade very 
difficult. From different points water pumped by 
the powerful turbine was poured into the burn- 
ing building, special attention being paid to the 
ventilators, where the fire was raging most 
fiercely, and gradually the flames died down, but 
not before part of the roof had fallen in, and the 
greater part of the woodwork at the top of the 
building had been destroyed. The plaster work 
throughout the entire building was soaked with 
water, and was falling off in pieces. The latter 
was burned through in various places, and the 
ventilators destroyed.

The damage is estimated at between £300 and 
£500; no arrest was made. Two copies of The 

SUFFRAGETTE were found in the neighbourhood of 
the fire. - -

Eighteen telephone wires between Walton 
Wellbridge and Heyfield Hut, Oxford, were cut 
during Wednesday night, April. 30, thus inter 
fering with communication with Woodstock and 
other places in the district. The damage was 
apparently the work of Suffragists.

Telephone wires were also cut at Taff Vale 
Station, - Cardiff.

GOVERNMENT PRECAUTIONS.

TENNIS COURT DAMAGED.

During Tuesday night damage was done to a 
tennis court at King's Heath, Birmingham, and 
suffragist literature was left lying about.

LETTER BOXES ATTACKED.

It is reported that letter boxes have been
attacked at 
Notting Hill 
Park, Strand 

At Catford

Plymouth, Exeter, Lewisham, 
Gate, Catford, Highgate, Bowes 
Green, and Amherst Park.
a postman was clearing a pillar- ,

box at Bushey Green when he noticed smoke,

It 
the

is reported that information has reached 
authorities of an alleged contemplated

attempt by Suffragettes to burn the Government 
flying sheds at the Central Flying School at 
Upavon, Wilts. Special military guards from 
Tidworth are being employed night and day to 
protect the property.
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A WOMAN WRITER ON THE WOMAN 
MOVEMENT IN ENGLAND.

A Speech Recently Delivered in America for the League for 
Political Education, and other Societies.

By BEATRICE HARRADEN.

It is my view that literary women of all 
$ women, and especially novelists, ought to con- 
. sider it to be their duty, as well as their pride, 

to take an active part in the Woman Move- 
ment, and to help in every way by the power 
of pen and personality to lighten the burden of 
the " Woman with the Pack.’* The mere fact 
that novelists have more freedom of action 
than many other professional workers, points 
imperiously to this obligation, for they have 

-certainly not been called upon to endure nearly 
so many of the cruel injustices and disadvant- 
ages which have been the portionof their 
sisters in other walks of life. In the past it is 
true that they suffered grievously from a sex 
disqualification, either in the attempted exer- 
cise of their profession, or else in the mere 
expression of strong talents thwarted and 
discharged.

You will recall, for instance, that they have 
had often to disguise themselves under a mas- 
culine pseudonym, generally choosing by some 
mysterious prompting the Christian name of 
George ! (If they ever have to do that again, 
I‘m sure they won’t choose the nameof George 
—for obvious reasons on which I won’t dwell 
now!) But you’ll remember we’ve had 
George Sand, George Eliot, George Eger-
ton, George Fleming,
Then “we’ve had Fanny
herself Grafton. And

George Paston.
Burney calling 

we’vehad the

be antagonistic to that subject. This Press 
boycott has cut off from us our best, our easiest 
and most natural form of activity.

The second has been that we have been 
rather reluctant to sacrifice our serenity. 
Imaginative work, as you know, needs an 
atmosphere of quiet: a blotting out of the 
world outside the safety and seclusion of the 
study. Suffrage activities do not make for that 
mysterious but necessary condition of literary 
life known as detachment of mind. And plat- 
forms and police courts are not exactly private 
spots for thought and reflection! But we, too, 
have heard the rallying call which could not be 
ignored even by such inhuman ■ creatures as 
bookworms. And once outside the barriers of 
retirement, what have we writers found wait- 
ing for us to compensate us for that loved, and 
lost solitude and serenity?—well, we have 
found new inspiration, new outlook, new birth, 
new hearts—which, to quote George Meredith : 
" Hold not cravings for the buried day, but 
feed on the advancing hours.’’

Serenity, then, is one of the sacrifices we 
have been called upon to make in this Cause so 
dear to our hearts.

For instance, you settle down, say, after 
some tiring spell of Suffrage activity, to your 
own personal work again. " Hurrah, you cry. 
Here I am back in the quiet and seclusion of

that headway no one seemed to have known. 
Well, here stood the women ready for the task 
—new pioneers for this-generation, even as the 
splendid women of a past generation were 
pioneers, fearless and brave in their time. |

They presented an idea to my imagination, 
and continued to present it as the time went 
on. They were symbolic of a change. They 
stood for freedom, for new courage, for new 
possibilities, new powers. - They broke down 
barriers of class, they tore down altars of false 

worship and absurd respect, they removed the 
sham haloes from the heads of Cabinet Minis. 
ters and Members of Parliament, and robbed 
the legislation of their fictitious importance, 
and showed them . up as ordinary human 
beings struggling to the front for their wn 
interests and aims, from which anxiety for the 
welfare of women was always conspicuously 
absent. They reanimated the comatose condi- 
tion of Woman’s Suffrage. Because of them, 
the older Societies by slow degrees woke up 
and after some reluctance and much criticism 
adopted, as we know, many of the practical 
methods of the Militants to carry on their pro. 
paganda. Votes for Women made its 
appearance on the scenes, and other Suffrage 
papers followed on. Paper sellers, street cor- 
ner speakers, at first much decried, became the 
order of the day; and dash, daring, and fear, 
lessness of ridicule and scorn became a char, 
acteristic and common feature of the whole 
Movement in all its branches.

. Up sprang new professional societies in all 
directions, none of them having existed before 
the rise of the Militants. The enthusiasm of 
the Militants, their courage, their self-sacrifice, 
theirdriving force, their entire disregard of 
consequences to themselves, have had an enor-

Brontes in their lonely moorland home, 
disguising themselves under the a name of 
Currer, Ellis, and Acton Bell; Mrs. Craigie 
calling herself John Oliver Hobbes ; Kingsley’s 
daughter calling herself Lucas Malet, and so 
on. I was only the other day reading this pass- 
age in George Sand’s life :—

" Is it true," inquired her mother-ni-law, 
" that it is your intention to print books? "

" Yes, Madame."
Well, I call that an odd notion, s

" Yes, Madame."
"‘ That is all very good and very fine, but I 

hope you are not going to put the name that 
[ bear on the covers of printed books.’’
" Oh, certainly not, Madame, there is no

my study, 
turb me." 
brightly.

No Cause in the world shall dis- 
The lamp is lit. The fire burns

. . The eyes of the black cat sparkle 
with added lustre. Everything is quiet and 
cosy and propitious, either for a love scene or a
murder, according to the requirements of your 
new book. Well, you’ve just arrived at the 
point, thrilling to you at least, if not destined
to be thrilling to anyone else, when you're per- 
haps murdering your hero satisfactorily in a 
motor car on a lonely moor, perhaps Dartmoor, 
or when up in an aeroplane, you’re making 

— modern heroine refuseyour 
the prehistoric Englishman she

marry 
loves

And then there is Southey’s famous letter to 
Charlotte Bronte :—

‘‘ Literature cannot be the business of a 
woman’s life, and it ought not to be. Th e 
more she is engaged in her proper duties,, the 
less leisure will she have for it, even , as an 
accomplishmnt and a recreation.' ’ .

And this is one of the sentences in little 
Charlotte’s answer :—.

" In the evenings, I confess, I do think; but 
I never trouble anyone else with my thoughts. . 
I carefully avoid any appearanceof pre-occupa- 
tion and eccentricity, which might lead those 
I live amongst to suspect the nature of my pur- 
suits. I have endeavoured not only attentively 
to observe all the duties a woman ought to 
fulfil, but to feel deeply interested in them. I 
don’t always succeed, for sometimes when I‘m 
teaching or sewing, I would rather lie reading 
or writing. But I try to deny myself.”

In the case of Jane Austen, her publications 
were annonymous, and she never avowed her 
authorship. It is true Miss Burney was popu
lar, together with Miss Edgworth and a few 
others, but there was a lingering feeling in 
those days that a woman in writing a book 
rather over-stepped the limitation of her sox, 
and Jane, having lived apart from the literary 
world, and being scrupulous about social senti- 
ment, was likely to be Sensitive on thispoint. 
She wrote, as you may remember, sitting in the 
family circle at her little mahogany desk, 
hiding her work with a piece of blotting-paper 
if anyone came into the room.

So you see the author in those days-resorted 
to anonymity or masculine pseudonymity 
either to avoid being thought " unwomanly,” 
or else to give their work a chance of not being 
discredited and depreciated for the simple 
reason that it was a woman’s work. ,

Well, we present-day writers have long since 
left all that behind, and having come into the 
open spaces ourselves, we are rejoicing for 
forming part of the great and ever-growing 

army of those who are—clearing the-way for -

until _ he has helped women to win 
their citizenship, when a telegram arrives 
commanding you imperiously—everyth ing 
in the Suffrage is imperious—to send 
an article of two-thousand words, in an 
hour or so, on the subject of say. Hysteria in 
the House of Commons, or Incitement in 
Ulster, or else ordering you to dash off immedi- 
ately and take a meeting either in the East End 
of London, or in the North of Scotland. Of 

, course you rise to the occasion, but alas, all 
your ideas about your murder or your love- 
making retreat into the background.

But the sacrifice of serenity is more than 
worth while for the experience and knowledge 
which you receive in exchange. If I may 
speak for myself personally, I can never over- 
rate the value and interest which this great 
Suffrage struggle has yielded to me as a 
student of human nature, deeply interested in 
differentiations of character and temperament; 
and I would not have been out of it for any 
consideration whatsoever, for nothing that the 
world could bring of honour, respect, wealth, 
case, and safety.
It has been most curious and stimulating to 

watch the growth of the Movement during 
these last seven years since the Militants first 
came on the scenes. (I must tell you that I 
joined the Militants almost from the beginning 
when we were, in fact, just a handful and used 
to. meet together in a small room). Perhaps 
this is the place to speak about them, and in 
making these few remarks I would like to say 
that they are, of course, made with no animus 
against our Constitutional Suffragists, who for 
years, when absolutely no public interest of 
any kind was manifested in Woman's Suffrage, 
had the splendid courage to keep on through 
times of great dulness and disheartenm ent. 
That was a fine act of heroism in itself. And 
our debt to them can never be wiped out.

But there comes a time in the history of all 
Movements when a change of action and atti. 
tude is not only desirable but inevitable. In 
Ibsen's words: " A new generation comes 
knocking, knocking at the door.'' In this case 
the new generation were the Militant Suffra-

mous effect on all classes of women. They 
brought the question of WomanSuffrage into 
practical politics, and they keep it there. - We 
are face to face with the fact, whether we are 
content or not, according as we are Militant or 
Constitutional Suffragists, that we all definitely 
reap the benefit of their branches of the law, 
their punishments, their sufferings—and going 
back six or seven years'ago, I should like to 
point out that this was what weighed with me 
and what made me at once join their organisa- 
tion. I felt then, as I feel now, that it would 
be cowardly to hide behind them, under safe . 
cover, and that the only thing to do was to । 
come out into the open with them. I am not 
telling you, mind you, that I do not deplore 
the present state of things. On the contrary, 
I deplore it most bitterly. We all do. But I 
want you clearly to understand that the 
Militants have been goaded on to the commis- 
sion of crimes which would never have been 
perpetrated but for the coercion and tyranny of 
seven years of mismanagement and injustice 
on the part of this Liberal Government.

Now, as I was saying, it has been a most 
absorbing study to watch the phases of the 
Movement since the rise of the Militants, and 
to mark the various stages of the extraordinary 
change in English women, brought about "by 
their union with each other on behalf of the 
whole community. Let us. for the sake of
satisfying the critics admit that in the pro- 
cess something has gone overboard. But in 
exchange there has been a cargo of idealism 
and fine spirituality taken on, the value of 
which cannot be over-rated at any port.

One aspect of the agitation which has 
appealed to me as much as anything has been 
the evolution of the average and common-place 
woman who has had no special upbringings, 
and who has not been born and bred in an 
atmosphere which would naturallyfoster such 
development. Sometimes, to be quite candid, 
I have felt my whole pride of judgment upset 
by a sudden revelation that a woman whom I 
have been accustomed to look upon as exceed- 
ingly silly and idle, possesses, without doubt, 
some definite practical quality hitherto un- 
guessed at even by herself, and some splendid 
gift of initiative, and some valuable power of 
organisation and administration waiting to be 
used for the benefit of the community, the 
State, and the Empire. When you add to this 
her contribution of courage for the sake of an 
ideal, her persistence, self-reliance, daring, 
self-sacrifice, indifference to scorn and ridicule, 
and utter disregard of personal suffering, both 
physical and mental, you have before you for 
contemplation a picture which has never before 
been unveiled in any Movement. Psychologists 
may well rub their eyes and exclaim, “ Hullo, 
what’s this." This really means something. 
This is what really counts. It does count. It 
means that feminism is not going to be con- 
fined to a small class of exceptional people, but 
is destined to wind its way like a strong benefi.

the advance of the whole of their sex into the 
land of liberty, equal opportunity, and equal 
fair play.
It is true that we writers have come rather 

slowly into the arena of actual work for the 
Suffrage, and there are two reasons for this 
slowness. One has been the prolonged Press 
boycott, the irritation and unfairness of which 
I cannot properly describe to you, and which 
you would scarcely appreciate, accustomed as 
you are here to having the columns of your 
papers open to all discussion of and news 
about any subject of public interest, even 
though the actual policy of those papers might

*‘The Woman with the Pack,” aplay by 
Gertrude Vaughan.

want to hear it, as I am by nature most peace- 
able and relatively harmless, and I was very 
much immersed in literary work : but the call 
came, and penetrated to the recesses of the 
study. Out I had to turn whether I liked it or 
not, to go and see these women who bade
me 
five

come. I had not been withthem
minutes before realised what

manner of women they were who had 
sent out their summons to me and others. I 
understood that a new force had sprung up to 
work for the freedom and enfranchisement of 
their sex, and for the betterment of material 
and spiritual conditions for both . men and 
women. Old traditions, old false values, old 
barriers had to be swept away before we could 
make any further headway—but how to make

the world. —sir
Not so unexpected, but equally remarkable, 

-has been the springing up of the young people 
already equipped, apparently, for this task of 
their generation, like Minerva springing with 
a mighty war shout, and in complete armour, 
from the head of Zeus I . The dash, the 
courage, the joyousness, the making the best 
of everything, the good temper, the " coming 
up smiling " under all circumstances, have 
amazed and infected everybody with whom 
they have come in contact. In going about the 
country it has always astounded me to see 
what these young organisers of the Women’s 
Secial and Political Union have accomplished 
quite alone. You have probably heard only of 
the militant side of the Women's Social and

Political Union—for our Press ha.
point of ignoring all constitutional 8 
work, but I must tell you that eSuffrage 

• beginning there has been an unceasinem, the 
tional campaign of propaganda of an 8 educa. 
peaceful nature carried on by th0 wRirely 

-and other societies all overthe cowl", 
ithe way in which these young won i and 

arrived at a place, planted the 4, have 
proceedings, worked the district nPSarted 
good speakers, filled up gaps themse sent for 
rallied the country, has been trues/and 
ordinary. I would never have believed 
had not witnessed it myself. Noth’I 
one has daunted them, and their ‘Sand no 
repartee have become proverbial in pand 
They are of their generation, the prousland. 
circumstances, and in their way as aal of 
as the dashing young aviators, that 
young air-warriors who stake their e of 
quest or death. on con-
I think that Meredith foreshadow. . 

advent whenhe described a woman thus .their
She has the step of the unconquerea 1 
—Not arrogant; and if the vessel’s malare. 
Waved liberty, no challenge did it wave." 
But, after all, it is natural enough , 

young should be ready for the task , 
generation. What has been far more Pentheir 

able from every point of view has been 
UUUVO syupauny and co-operation 01 — 
elderly women, in fact, the aged women of a 
classes. They have thrown traditions , 
prejudices to the winds, they have condofl 

conduct which you would have thought t 
would have considered intolerable. the 
have risen from their quiet corners and W 
waters of life, and have taken their “ 
gallantly in some way or other, and have been 
content to be in permanent disgrace witl 
husbands, sons, grandsons, and even great, 
grandsons. Rebellion has been dormant in 
their minds, too; and one, can guess how much 
they must have suffered silently under tlle 
burden of injustice meted out to their sex, and 
how much they must have suffered also from 
repression in every respect that they should 
peso ready, directly they have heard that rally, 
ing call, to spring up and act. They were, in 
fact, only waiting for the glad moment which 
summoned them to give to the Cause of Free, 
dom the weight of their testimony—the testi. 
mony of a long life of experience and know, 
ledge. All English suffragists unite in saying 
that their support and blessing and under, 
standing have been one of the most precious 
features of the movement, and one of the 
strongest links in the bond of the new com- 
radeship amongst women.

And now we come to the wonderful bond 
which in this suffrage movement has knitted I 
and is knitting us all closely together, rich and I 
poor alike, in a way said to be unprecedented I 
in the annals of history. For it is a fact that I 
women-: of all classes, callings, religions, 1 
trades, professions, and political creeds have I 
combined together to obtain the redress of the 
deep injustice felt by all, and the jostling oi ■ 1 
us all together in the rough and tumble of the I 
movement has been of immense value to us I 
all, either in giving us a sense of importance I 
if we have lacked it, or in taking it away from . 
us if we have had too much of it, in teaching 1 
us the relativities of life, in making us under. - 
stand each other’s needs, each other’s point of i 
view, each other’s life’s work, whether it be I 
that of the writer, the teacher, the actress, the i 
countess, the business woman, the musician, I 
the clerk, the artist, the woman doctor, the I 
servant, the shop girl; the sweated worker, i 
The working women have no doubt learnt ] 
something from us, but I cannot begin to tell 1 
you what we so-called educated people have : 
learnt these last few years from them.

As I speak, a scene rises before me at which 
I had lately the privilege of being present— : 
I mean the working women’s deputation to 
Mr. Lloyd George organised by the Militants— 1 1 
when representatives of the fishwives, pit- | 
brows lassies, laundresses, tailoresses, weavers, i 
tin-plate workers. East End sweated workers, 1 
and many others, laid their case before J
the Chancellor of theExchequer and !
they said, their lives could be made tolerable, i 
As I listened to them I felt afresh that there i 
must be no rest for us women until we have i 
won our battle and gained the power to deal 
with the crying evils which men have so 1 
callously neglected—the -terrible question of 1 
sweated labour and starvation wages for ‘ 
women leading to the doom of the streets, and 1 
the terriblequestion of the White Slave . 
traffic.

In conclusion I would like to say that a few " 
months ago I was present at a Woman’s I 
Suffrage meeting in Munich, held at the Public.

the vexation and to hear the bitter comments, 
both of the speaker and the chairman, when 
some of their points were received with jeer- 
ing, scorn, and laughter. I reflected that they 
needed to have served an apprenticeship in 
England. I longed to tell them how we in 
England had outlived scorn and laughter, 
misrepresentation, soredisappointments, 
scathing insults, temporary defeats, deep 
humiliation, and had even succeeded in pluck- 
ing out the bitterness from our own hearts, 
that bitterness which is natural enough in the 
face of grave injustice, but which, neverthe- 
less, is a greater enemy to any cause than all 
the plots and machinations of false friends 
and unfair sues.

(Continued on page 611^

PRISON NEWS.
MRS. PANKHURST.

About noon on Friday last Mrs. Pank- 
hurst left 41 >. Norfolk Square for Woking. 

Mrs. Pankhurst was conveyed in a motor 
ambulance, and bore the two hours’ 
journey fairly well. She was accom- 
panied' by the nurse who has been in 
attendance on her during her illness. 
She is at present staying at the house of 
Dr. Ethel Smyth, which has been placed 
at her disposal.

' MISS PENDRED’S RELEASE.
Miss Pendred came out of prison on. 

April 30. During her imprisonment Miss 
Pendred refused food, and was fed by 
feeding cup. As soon as she entered 
prison Miss Pendred started the hunger- 

strike, and fasted six days before it was 
discovered. When discovered, she was 
left for two more days without food, and 
was then fed by feeding cup. Miss 
Pendred was sentenced to four months’ 

imprisonment, one month and three 
weeks of which was remitted. No reason 
was given for her release. Miss Pendred 
was driven from Holloway in a taxi, in 

charge of a wardress. Sho is in a very 
reduced state, and in need of thorough 
rest. - 89

MISS PHYLLIS BRADY.
Miss Phyllis Brady sends us the follow- 

ing account of her experiences in prison:

On my arrival at Holloway, all the wardresses 
and the matron were very kind, and seemed to 
try to give me a welcome ! I started the hunger 
strike at once, however, which turned the friend- 
liness into sorrowful reproach or scornful con-

tempt. Though I had been promised books on 
the day of my arrival none were brought to me. 
On Sunday, finding I was not allowed to go to 
chapel and to exercise,! was then told to ask the 
Governor the next day. Not being satisfied with 
this, I said that if I was not allowed out in the 
afternoon I would protest still further. This re- 
sulted in my absolutely wrecking my cell. I 
smashed every pane of glass, knocked off the 
electric light bracket, and knocked holes in all 
the vessels. Much to my surprise, this was taken 
quite as a matter of course—I was only removed 
to another cell.

On the Monday, Dr. Forward came and ex- 
amined me, and the next day I was moved from 
DX to the convicted hospital.” There I was put 
in a cell with thick panes and hardly any air or 
light. On Tuesday evening, Drs. Forward and 
Pearson came and examined me again, and, after 
having tried hard to persuade me to take some 
food, fed me by force. I had then been without 
food five days, having eaten nothing since I was 
arrested the Thursday night before. They first 
tried to feed me with the cup, but I resisted so 
violently they could not. They then used the 
nasal tube, which they used the rest of the time. 
It was awful the first time, I thought I was being 
choked, and during the first week it seemed as 
if the tube was going up and down all night. I 
always resisted as much as I could, it taking 
seven or eight wardresses and two doctors. In 
the last week I developed a much swollen tonsil, 
to which I am liable When Dr. Pearson dis- 
covered this he begged me to take treatment for 
my throat. To all these I refused, saying I 
would not be treated in any way by him. They 
continued to feed me for the next four days, in 
spite of the state of my throat : the agony each 
time was frightful. Once they had great diffi- 
culty in getting it down at all, as it came out 
into my mouth over and over again, and another 
time they sent it a long way down my windpipe 
till I thought I had been throttled. Each time 
they begged me to take some lozenges or a gargle, 
but I said I would not take anything from them 
even in a matter of life and death. On the last 
Saturday Dr. Forward came and told me that I 
was to be released oil Monday. He said I should 
not be forcibly fed any more whether I took food 
or not, so I took a little then. I was not released 
till Monday evening. I was asked if I would 
consent to have my finger prints taken. I de- 
clined, and they then proceeded to do so by force. 
They managed to get a sort of smudge for each 
finger.

TAE BOLL OF HONOUR.

Date when Length of
sentenced. sentence.

Miss Louisa Gay ........................ ... __ ... Jan. 7 .. 8 months ...
Mrs. Maud Brindley ........................................... ............. Feb. 7 ... 5 months ...
Miss Jane Short .................................. .............. ............. Feb. 21 .. 6 months
Miss Margaret ... ......................................- ... ... ... Mar. 20 .. 5 months
Mrs. Lilian Forrester........................................... ... ... April 23 9 months ...
Miss Evelyn Manesto .:. ... ... ... ... --- ... April 23 .. 6 months ...

Miss Annie Kenney __ ... ... . - ... April 
... ... April

30
Mrs. Drummond .... ............................................ 30 Remanded.
Mrs. Sanders ... ... ... ... ........ April 30 Bail refused ...
Miss Kerr ... .......................... ... __ ... ... ............. April 30
Mr. Clayton ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... May 2

Remanded.
Bail refused *

Mrs. Baines ... . . .. — — May 5 .. 1 month __
Miss Marie Niell ... .............. ... ... I... ... ... May 5 21 days ' ..

Place of 
imprisonment.

Holloway
Holloway 
Holloway 
Holloway 
Strangeways 
Strangeways 
(Manchester) 

Holloway
Holloway 
Holloway 
Holloway

Brixton
Holloway 
Holloway

It is understood that Mrs. Drummond, Miss Annie Kenney, Miss Kerr, and Mrs. Sanders 
started the hunger-strike after Monday’s proceedings in court. Thus they will have endured a 
fast of four days before being brought up again at Bow Street on Thursday at 11.30. Mrs. 
Drummond’s health has suffered considerably already as the result of imprisonment.

and Mrs. Sanders

QUESTIONS IN THE HOUSE
Mr. McKenna and

In the House of Commons on May 5, Mr. 
McCURDY asked the Home Secretary by whose 
authority counsel for the Crown, in proceeding 
in a London magistrate’s Court, threatened any 
printer or publisher of future issues of a political 
journal known as THR SUFFRAGETTE, with criminal 
proceedings, irrespective of the contents of such 
issues; and whether such threat was made with 
his approval or represented any policy, of the 
Home Department.

Mr. McKENNA : I do not think my hon. friend 
eai> have seen a full report of what Mr. Bodkin 
said. His warning had reference solely to the 
consequences which might fall upon any printer 
or publisher who continued to print or publish 
matter which incited to the commission of crime.

Mr. WEDGWOOD : Did not Mr. Bodkin sug
gest that any one who printed a paper called 
the Suffragette, whatever it contained, would be 
liable to prosecution?

Mr. McKENNA : No, sir.
Mr. WEDGWOOD : Then why was it not suffi- 

cient ground for letting off the printer that the 
particular copy of the Suffragette.) which was 
printed with the front page marked " Raided," 
had nothing whatever of a dangerous character 
within it? -

Mr. McKENNA : That, I understand, is my 
hon. friend’s view of that particular copy. I am 
not aware that he has studied the copy with any 
care. If he had done so he would have found 
that there was certainly matter in it which ought 
not to have been printed.

Mr. WEDGWOOD : That was ruled by the 
Court to be irrelevant.

Mr. ALDEN : Do I understand that the police 
warning extended to wholesale newsagents?

Mr. McKENNA : Yes. Any newspaper, what- 
ever its name, which publishes incitements to 
crime isliable to prosecution. It does not matter 
what the paper is or who prints or sells it. Anv. 
person who is concerned in the publication of a 
paper which advocates crime is liable to prosecu 
tion.

SIR .W. BYLES ; Is there any precedent in 
this country for preventing a newspaper being 
printed before the contents of it are known! 
(Laughter.)

Mr.WEDGWOOD : May I ask whether there 
is any precedent for saying that a newspaper 
shall not appear, and whether up to now it has 
not been the practice to prosecute a newspaper 
which publishes incendiary, matter, but not to 
say that the paper shall not appear whatever 
its contents?

Mr. McKENNA : My hon. friend is not 
stating the circumstances accurately. It is 
impossible in the course of answers to questions 
to explain what are the true legal aspects of the 
case. They will be fully opened up on the pro- 
seention itself.

Mr. WEDGWOOD asked the Home Secretary 
whether his attention had been drawn to the 
remarks of Mr. Bodkin, made in the course of a 
Crown prosecution on Wednesday last, in which 
he laid it down, speaking as the mouthpiece 
apparently of the Director of Public Prosecutions, 
that in future people who printed a newspaper 
entitled the Suffragette, people who subscribed 
to the funds of a political organisation called tile 
Women's Social and Political Union, and the 
people who made generally inflammatory speeches 
would be prosecuted; whether those statements 
had the sanction of his Majesty's Government; 
whether the Director of Public Prosecutions or 
Mr. Bodkin had any instructions to make a state- 
ment of that character; and, if so, would he lay 
those instructions upon the table for inspection 
and publication.

Mr. McKENNA : My hion. friend is inaccurate 
in his reference to Mr. Bodkin's remarks. What 
Mr. Bodkin said was that persons who published 
or printed a newspaper which incited to crime.

“The Suffragette.”
persons who made speeches inciting to crime, 
and persons who subscribed to the funds of • 
society for the promotion of crime would be 
prosecuted. Mr. Bodkin said this on verbal 
instructions from the Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions, and the giving of a serious warning as to 
the consequences of criminal acts and incitements 
has my full sanction. (Cheers.)

On May 2, in the House of Commons, Mr. 
CHANCELLOR (Shoreditch, Haggerston, Min.) 
asked the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether, in the case of meetings held 
in Hyde Park by persons with the permission of 
the authorities, the police accepted responsibility 
for maintaining order and protecting the speakers.

Mr. McKENNA : The police do whatever is 
possible to secure the maintenance of order and 
to protect speakers, and my information is that, 
on the whole, they have been successful in so 
doing.

Mr. CHANCELLOR also asked the right hon. 
gentleman whether he was aware that at a meet- 
ing held in Hyde Park last Sunday by the Men's 
League for Women's Suffrage, a non-militant 
society, under a permit from the First Commis- 
sioner of Works, the police failed to protect the 
platform from an attack of about 100 persons in 
a crowd of about 6,000 who were giving a sym- 
pathetic hearing, in consequence of which attack 
the meeting was abandoned at the request of the 
police, although the force in the park was more 
than sufficient to prevent the disorder and to 
arrest the disturbers, notone of whom was 
arrested ; and what steps he would take to ensure 
the right of public meetings which have not been 
prohibited.

Mr. McKENNA : The police cannot secure a 
hearing for Hyde Park speakers when the audi- 
ence is so entirely out of sympathy with their 
views—(cheers)'—as was the case on the occasion 
referred to according to my information. The 
police were in strength sufficient to intervene 
upon the appearance of disorder, and their inter- 
vention ensured that no speakers were roughly 
handled. s

Mr. CHANCELLOR : Is the right hon. gentle- 
man aware that his information is all wrong? 
(Laughter.)

Mr. McKENNA : No.
Mr. WEDGWOOD (Min.) asked the Secre- 

tary of State for the Home Department whether 
his attention had been called to the breaking up 
of the meeting held in Hyde Park on Sunday last 
by the Men's; League for Women's Suffrage ; and 
whether he contemplated putting into operation 
the recent Act of Parliament for the protection 
of public meetings should such actions be 
repeated by persons who disapproved of freedom 
of speech on the suffrage question or any other.

Mr. McKENNA : It is for the promoters of 
meetings to take proceedings under the provi- 
sions of the Act referred to. The police have 
no power of arrest under this Act.

THE RAID ON SUFFRAGISTS
Mr. McCurdy (Northampton, Min.) asked 

the Home Secretary whether he could make any 
statement as to the reason why the police had 
raided the offices of the women's political organi- 
sation in London.

Mr. McKENNA : The police acted in pursu- 
suance of the warrants of a magistrate issued for 
reasons which will sufficiently appear in the 
course of the proceedings taken in the case

PRESS COMMENTS
The following leading article appeared 

| in the M anchester Guardian of May 5 :—

CAN A NEWSPAPER BE SUPPRESSED ?
, ON the merits of the prosecution of some mem- 

l bers of the W.S.P.U. and others which began at 
i Bow Street last week we have, of course, nothing

to say. But in the course of his speech Mr.
Bodkin took occasion to travel outside the 

. charge for which the defendants were on their 
trial, and to make certain general observations 

- on the policy of the W.S.P.U., and on these 
i comment may properly be made. Mr. Bodkin

made three distinct threats. The first was to 
stop the meetings of the Union in public places 

- in London and elsewhere. We have so recently 
expressed our views on the right of public meet- 

" 116 and its limits that it is unnecessary to repeat
them now. His second threat was to suppress 

. the newspaper THB SUFFRAGETTE, which is the 
! organ of advanced militancy. We know of no

power by which a paper can be suppressed or 
-put a. stop to (which was Mr. Bodkin’s 
. Phrase), in England. If a paper publishes sedi- 
y lious libels the Court may make an orderfor 
‘ the seizure of all copies of the libels in possession 
10 any persons named in the order. There are 
, similar powers of suppressing and confiscating 
t indecent publications. But the suppression of 
g copies of a newspaper is a very different thing 
i from the suppression of a newspaper. No doubt

Y9I could prove against a newspaper that it 
y wond contain an incitement to crime or a 
s reortions libel it might be possible to obtain an

Junction against the publication of the number 
asontaining the objectionable matter, but who is 
siprove anything about numbers of a newspaper 

if they exist at all, exist only in the mind 
ether writers? To talk of suppressing a num- 

a, newspaper before it is born is to import 
519 ocrine of original sin into the law of 
swmina —bel, and no Court could be got to do it.

90 not know how far TH SUFFRAGETTE 
59 have carried its follics, but if it were all

that Mr. Bodkin said about it we should resist 
no less strongly this doctrine that a newspaper 
can be suppressed, and that its editors can be 
guilty of seditious libel before they have put pen 
to paper. The power to suppress and punish 
the wrong doing of a newspaper is proper and 
necessary to public order and decency, but there 
is, we are thankful to say, no power yet to 
suppress the newspaper.

Mr. Bodkin’s third threat was even more 
remarkable. “ If persons who have money 
cannot find better use for it than to have 
it used for the commission of crime," he said, 
“ they also will be in a very awkward position 
if they are discovered.” Of course, if anyone 
sends a guinea to the W.S.P.U. with a note that 
it is to be devoted to the Window- breaking Fund 
of the Union, that may be a punishable con- 
spiracy. But Mr. Bodkin can hardly have had 
such a case as that in mind. He seems to have 
spoken as he did in order to deter people from 
subscribing to the Union, and to make them 
think that if they subscribed to the W.S.P.U. 
they might be indicted on a charge of conspiracy 
to commit arson. The idea underlying it all 
is that this particular suffrage union is an illegal 
combination to commit offences punishable by 
law, just as a trade union before the Trade 
Union Acts was an illegal combination in 
restraint of trade. If the W.S.P.U. is an illegal 
combination for committing offences against the 
law, and nothing more, by all means let it be 
suppressed. But if the Union is not illegal and 
cannot be suppressed, neither can its members 
or its subscribers be punished for subscribing 
to the legal objects as set forth in its articles.

The following is from the Daily News 

and Leader:—

SUPPRESSING A NEWSPAPER.
It is absolutely indispensable that society 

should be protected from anything in the nature 
of organised and illegal violence. But it is not

less important that the steps taken to protect 
it should do nothing to impair the rights of citi- 
zenship. There is therefore good ground for wel- 
coming the Home Secretary’s assurance, which 
he gave yesterday in answer to Mr. McCurdy, 
that what was very generally regarded as Mr. 
Bodkin’s threat in the early proceedings against 
the Women’s Social and Political Union to sup- 
press THE SUFFRAGETTE paper and to punish any 
printer or publisher of any future numbers, was 
either misunderstood or unauthorised. It is, of 
course, perfectly within the powers of the police 
to confiscate copies of the issue of any paper 
inciting to crime or committing seditious libel. 
It might be possible under certain circumstances 
to obtain an injunction beforehand. But to pre- 
some that the mere act of publishing or printing 
a newspaper, whether it contained anything con- 
trary to law or not, is enough to render any indi- 
vidual liable for conspiracy would be a grave 
and perilous diminution of civil liberty. The 
principal champion of that liberty is an open 
Press. If the procedure which Mr. Bodkin was 
understood to have outlined—in the course of 
remarks extraneous to the prosecution in hand 
on which we naturally do not comment—had not 
been challenged the precedent would have been 
disastrous. We are glad that Mr. McKenna has 
so promptly disavowed it.

The-Christian Commonwealth of May 7 

contained the following leader: — 
THE REAL ISSUE.

It may confidently be asserted that the great 
mass of people are quite ignorant of the real issue 
underlying the present suffrage agitation. Large 
numbers of them pronounce dogmatically on the 
question whether women should have votes, with- 
out understanding all that is involved. We 
should be the last to underestimate the value of 
the vote; it is the hall-mark of citizenship, and 
its possession by both sexes would be a recogni- 
tion of their equal status in at least one depart-

ment of our national life; but it represents only 
the first of many steps that must be taken before 
woman can attain her full rights as a human 
being, and at best it is but a means to an end. 
The demand for the vote is only part of a move 
ment towards a fundamental change in the rela- 
tions of the sexes. It is because they have per- 
ceived this that a certain type of men have always 
been so vehemently opposed to anything and 
everything making for the emancipation of 
women. The idea that woman is inferior to 
man, that she must be subject to him and obey 
his behests, that she exists for his use and enjoy; 
ment, is deeply embedded in our laws, customs, and 
institutions. How much of the woe of the world is 
due to men’s unbridled passions and the protection 
they get from man-made laws and sanctions! 
Some of the evils women intend to assail when 
they have a voice in the making of the laws are 
so abominable that they cannot even be men- 
tioned. One after another well-bred, well- 
educated women have told us that they were — 
driven into the suffrage movement because they 
found by experience that the wrongs of their 
sex could not be righted until the laws were 
altered. Mrs. Bramwell Booth, wife of the 
General of the Salvation Army, has stated that 
her work among the victims of men’s lust would 
be much less difficult if women had the vote and 
could directly influence the Legislature. And yet 
at this moment Parliament is making no serious 
attempt to meet women’s demand for the vote, 
and the British Prime Minister actually stands 
up in the House of Commons to oppose rt ! .For 
our part we are against violence of all kinds, 
but there is no violence more damnable than 
that being done daily to the bodies and souls of 
actual or potential mothers of the race. We 
intend shortly to expose in this journal some of 
the injustices and iniquities which account for 
the passionate determination of a growing army 
of women to have a hand in governing the 
country.
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DEBATE IN THE HOUSE
MR. DICKINSON’S BILL.

second READING REJECTED.
In the House of Commons, on Monday, May 

5th, Mr. Dickinson moved the second reading of 
the Representation of the People (Women) Bill

MB. DICKINSON.
Mr. DICKINSON, in moving the Second 

Reading, said that he would not discuss whether 
the opportunity afforded to the promoters of the 
Bill was better or worse than that which they 
had in January, but he would point out than the 
ground was none of their choosing. They had no 
option but to take this opportunity and ask the 
supporters of Women’s Suffrage, notwithstanding 
the difficulties of the moment, to stand by them 
in the attempt they were making at one step for 
ward in a reform which they considered of great 
importance to this country and to civilisation 
generally. It was true that the Government had 
removed all obstacles of procedure out of their 
way, but even with what were called Government 
facilities their means of defence fell far short of i 
those at the disposal of the Government. The 
difficulties were difficulties of detail and difficul- 
ties of principle. Such an enfranchisement as 
was now proposed was reasonable in itself.

. It enfranchised some four or five | million 
women more than would be put on the register 
if they enfranchised only municipal voters 
(thus making six millions in all),but it 
brought on to the register a stable and reliable 
class of women, representing all grades of rich 
and poor, and sufficiently numerousto con- 
stitute a settlement of the question TPF some 
years to come.
He asked hon. members who were fearful 

about enfranchising too many women at once to 
bear in mind that it was more prudent to pass 
an adequate measure now than one so inadequate 
as to constitute a constant ground of complaint 
and to cause an unceasing agitation for its exten- 
sion. He reminded the House that the extension 
of the franchise to men had proceeded gradually, 
and there was no reason why they should not 
take the same prudent course in the case of 

i women. The militants started by making the mis 
take of not recognising that the main reason why 
women could claim a vote was that as civilisation 
advanced reason must take the place of force. It 
was only fair to remember, however, that for over 
half a century women had urged their claim by 
reason and persuasion, and although they had 
achieved great results they had failed to remove 

‘ the effectual block which the House of Commons 
had presented. He maintained that in that 
House there was a large majority who held the 
opinion that sex of itself should be no diaqualifi- 
cation in the matter of the vote. Half the mem- 
Bera of the Cabinet and three-fourths of the 
Ministry were in favour of the enfranchisement 

of women.
He asked hon. members if they really believed 

that by prosecuting these people and shutting 
them up in prison they were silencing the de- 
mand for the suffrage. If there was nothing 
more than hysteria and self-advertisement be- 
hind this movement than repressive measures 
might succeed. If, on the other hand, this law- 
lessness was the symptom of a deeper move- 
ment, then forcible feeding and the prohibition 
of free speech would only result in driving others 
to adopt methods which at present they dis- 
approved of.

Women had won the franchise in eight of our 
Dominions. Woman Suffrage had been accepted 
in three Continental countries and probably 
would soon be in a fourth. In America it had 
long existed in the Western States, and now it 
was spreading eastwards. Even in Japan, Turkey, 
China, and Persia there were remarkable mani- . 
festations of the demand of women for political 
rights. In view of that universal movement it 
was folly to assume that behind the violence and 
disorder which occurred at present there was 
nothing more serious than hysterical sentiment. 
It was asked : " Why do women want the vote? 
What good will it do them? " It would do them 
the same good as the vote had done men. It 
would put them on an equality with men.

LORD H. CAVENDISH-BENTINCK.
Lord H. CAVENDISH-BENTINCK : conded : 

the motion for the second reading of the—3ill ■-. — -4 
It was not so much a question of accepting a i 

new idea as of acknowledging an accomplished 1 
fact. He could not help thinking that the in- 
dustrial development that had taken place in this 
country of late years had transformed the whole 
status of women, and it was really idle now to : 
talk of the sacredness of the home when the mills j 
and factories, offices and workshops were every 1 
year claiming thousands and thousands of young r 
women. I

So far from the working wives and mothers a 
being an unstable element in society, he believed i 
they had been the corner stone of our social order.

If they wanted hysteria it was not necessary 
to go much further than some of the male-owned 
journals of the present day. i

He supported this Bill because he was firmly <

convinced that the working women would never 
get justice from Parliament until they got the 
vote. Parliament never had time, and never 
would have time, to deal with womens' grievances 
until women were in the same position as men, 
and were able to stand over the Government of 
the day with a thick stick

MR. ARNOLD WARD.
Mr ARNOLD WARD moved the rejection of 

the Bill It had never been proved that posses- 
son of the vote would raise women’s wages. The 
introduction of this Bill confirmed everything 
that those who were opposed to Women’s 
NufTrage said when the Conciliation Bill was be- 
Fore the House about the thin end of the wedge. 
That Bill proposed to enfranchise little more 
than one million, but the present Bill proposed 
to enfranchise six millions. So far from Parlia ment having been blind to the interests of 

women, every year had seen the interests of both women and children carefully and tenderly considered by members of all political parties. 
The passage of this Bill at this time would be 
construed in the country as a surrender to vio- 
ence, and menace, and nothing would more in- 
furiate and disgust the whole nation.

MR. BECK.

—Mr. BECK, in seconding the motion for the rejection of the Bill, said the only strong ment which anti-Suffragists had to meet was 
that women1 were not represented and ought to 
be. represented in this House. To that he re- Plied that. Women were not a class in the sense that working men were a class, or rich men were a.class. Men and women were divided into 
different classes, and all that a democratic nation

■ »was see that each class was repre.
sented in Parliament. No one could make a 
case showing that women had a purensenans.a 
interest opposed to men. Women Nad” the right 

to.complain of the way the House had played with the question in the past, and it would be a disgraceful -performance if any member votea 
for the Second Reading who did not wish the 

to become law. c

VISCOUNT WOLMER.

-VISCOUNT WOLMER said he preferred the Conciliation Bill to this Bill because, as a cone 
servative, he thought changes of this importance should be .made as slowly as possible. On econo- X :and industrial questions women were at a disadvantage from not having the vote.® 
stances ptthis he found in the proposal on Sb Mines Bill to abolish the work of 
women and the attempt on the Licensing" Bill to prevent, the employment of barmaids." The White Slave Traffic Act would have been passea 
many years Ogo if women had had voting power.

Mr. H. D. McLAREN.

MrE D. MCLAREN appealed to those who, 

on.Eeneral grounds, were in favour of woman suffrage to vote on this occasion on the merits 
of the question and not to be influence by 
extraneous, considerations. He urged that"ene%. 

were certain avenues of employment which were 

now wholly or almost wholly closed to women™the Civil Service, and those professions 
which were controlled by a council of their 
members and which would not be opened t 
them until women had the vote and the political 
power which the vote gave. 1 ;

Mr. J. PARKER.

Mr. J. PARKER said it was a distinct ocon. 

omic disadvantage to the women of this country that political power should be withheld from 

them ■ There was scarcely an industry in which women who did the same work as men were paid 
a rate of wages equal to that paid to and 
the possession of the franchise would assist 
women to remove that inequality. He did not 
share the fear that because women outnumbered 
men in this country the enfranchisement of 
women would involve the control of Imperial 
destinies in the interests of one sex only. If 
women had votes they would take a particular 
interest in questions of a domestic and social 
caracter... He would vote for the second reading 
of this Bill because it was capable of amend, 
ment.

Mr. J. M. HENDERSON.

Mr. J. M. HENDERSON said he had been 
in favour of a limited franchise for women, but 
he was not prepared to support this Bill, which 
would nearly double the number of the electorate. 
The corollary of giving women the vote would 
be that women should be members of this House 
and should sit on the Ministerial bench govern- 
ing the country or on the front Opposition bench.

Mr. GOULDING.
Mr. GOULDING sunported the second read- 

ing, though he would have preferred the Con- 
ciliation Bill. He advocated that recognition of

the just claims of women which was steadily sup- 
ported by the late Lord Salisbury and the great- 
est of Tory leaders, Benjamin Disraeli. It 
would be the admission of a law-abiding and 
pacific element. In spite of recent events no 
one could deny that the percentage of revolu- 
tionaries among any 100 men was greater than 
among an equal number of women.

SIR A. MOND.
SIR A. MOND challenged those who denied 

that the majority of women throughout the 
country desired the franchise to give some proof 
of the statement. Certainly in support of the 
movement there was an overwhelming number 
of women’s industrial organisations. Resolutions 
in favour of women’s franchise had come from 
all the great Trade Unions and Labour organisa- 
tions, and during 1911 five County Councils and 
108 Town Councils passed resolutions or pre-
sented petitions in favour of the principle. He
was convinced that the majority of women were. 
in favour of Woman Suffrage, and if they could 
have a Referendum on the subject he would be 
perfectly ready to accept it.

Mr. LEIF JONES.
Mr. LEIF JONES said that all the old argu- 

ments for Woman Suffrage were being strength- 
ened by the recent tendencies of legislation. 
Parliament was interfering more and more with 
the conditions of labour of women, and they 
ought to have an opportunity of expressing their 
opinion. It was said that women's wages would 
not rise if women had the vote, but surely it 
would be a weapon in their hands, and he could 
not understand why they should refuse to them 
the opportunity of using that weapon. The 
vote would raise the status of women and im- 
prove their training. Throughout the debate 
hon. members who were fighting that Bill felt 
that they were defending a lost cause. He re- 
garded the principle as settled, for a third of the 
Unionist Party had declared in its favour, more 
than three-quarters of the Liberal Party had at 
one time or another voted for it, and the whole 
of the Labour Party supported it. The oppo- 
nents of Woman Suffrage were blocking the 
inevitable and necessary development of demo- 
cratic tendencies and forces. The question was 
simply whether the matter should be settled now 
or whether they should wait a few years longer. 
This Bill, he argued, was the right method for 
conferring the franchise, and the present the 
proper time. It would be deplorable if it was 
thought that this House was conferring the 
franchise because of the outrages which some 
women had committed. He doubted, however, 
whether any great popular reform had been, 
granted without having been associated, on the 
part of some of its supporters, with violent tac- 
tics. Certainly that was the case in regard to 
Catholic emancipation and the Reform Act of 
1832. It was true also in regard to the Home : 
Rule movement. Since 1906 reforms had been 
granted in India at a time when Anarchist out- ' 
rages were being perpetrated there, and where, if 
anywhere, it might have been thought dangerous 
to grant reforms apparently following upon 
outrages.

TUESDAY’S DEBATE.

MR. SNOWDEN
The • ate on the motion for the second read- 

ing of the Bill was resumed on Tuesday.
Mr. SNOWDEN (Lab., Blackburn) said one of 

the fundamental objections to the enfranchisement 
of women was that there was no natural right to 
vote, and the hon. member had argued that the 
interests of the community were greater than 
those of the individual. That was a good 
Socialist argument with which he was in entire 
agreement, and he did not argue the case for 
the enfranchisement of women on that ground. 
There were certain classes who were not given 
the vote because it would not be for the good 
of the community, such as criminals, lunatics, and 
peers. He believed it would be good for the 
community to give women the vote and that it 
was bad for the community to exclude them from 
it Women wanted the vote not as a right, but 
in order to discharge a duty. An objection often 
put forward was the inferiority of women. He 
was glad that had not been put forward so offen- 
sively as in the past, and that it was now 
admitted that in some respects women were the 
equals of men. Then they had been told there 
was no mandate on this question. Surely the 
fact that it had been before the House for 40 
years should carry some weight; but he sub- 
mitted the question was definitely before the 
electors at the last General Election.

MB. ASQUITH.

Mr. ASQUITH: I intervene in this debate 
with a good deal of reluctance, and I wish to 
make it clear at the outset that in what I shall 
say I speak for myself and for myself alone. So 
far as I am concerned no kind of pressure, direct 
or indirect, has been, or will be, or can be 
exerted among those who do me the honour to 
follow me in political matters to induce them 
either to vote or to abstain from voting in this 
sense or that in the division lobby to-night. Any 
statement or suggestion that has been made to 
the contrary I can assure them is totally devoid 
of any kind of foundation.

I may perhaps be permitted, although it is not 
strictly relevant to the question to be put from 
the Chair, to say one word as to the attitude of 
his Majesty’s Government in regard to this 
question. We are divided, unhappily, in our 
opinions as to the merits or demerits of woman 
suffrage, but in the course we have taken, the 
assurances we have given, and the procedure we 
have followed, we have been altogether united.

• I. on behalf of the Government, very nearly f 
. years ago announced, when we carried out ive 
; intention we had already conceived of brineins 
। in a Bill for the extension of the suffrage (1% 

although woman suffrage would form no part 8 
′ it, yet so far as we were concerned it would p 

framed in such a way as to admit, if the
i of Commons thought right, of amendment in 

direction, and if. it was the deliberate judoni 
of the House that the Bill should be so amend.”" 
we as a Government, whatever might be out 
individual opinions, would continue to give # 
our. support and try to carry it into law." That 
policy, announced five years ago, was carried 

: | into effect, as we thought and believed, in the 
! measure we introduced last Session.

7 It would, I need hardly say, have been with 
very great reluctance that those who, like myself 
are opposed to woman suffrage would have made 
themselves, in deference to the judgment of the 
House of Commons, parties to proceeding, with 
the authority of the Government, with a measure 
in which woman suffrage had been incorporated 

- But it is only fair to say with regard to my right 
hon. friends and colleagues who sit beside me on 
this bench, and who are strong supporters of 
woman suffrage, that it would have been with 
equal reluctance on their part that they would 
have assented to the introduction of a measure 
extending in a very large degree the existing 
male electorate, which, in their view, by leaving 
the women’s question untouched, would have 
aggravated the grievance and the sense of injustice 
from which women in their view were already 
suffering. We had to balance those two con. 
siderations the one against the other, and 
looking back upon it, I do not think that we took 
a course which, either in the case of those who 
are in favour of woman suffrage or those who 
are opposed to it, was in any way inconsistent 
with the best traditions of British statesmanship. 
We brought in that Bill, but, owing to circum- 
stances which we certainly did not foresee and 
which we could not control, our intentions were 
frustrated, and we were obliged to withdraw it. 
I wish to say once more that with regard to the 
course which we then took, and the attitude 
which as a Government we are now assuming, 
the suggestion which I have seen made in some 
quarters that one section of the Government 
sought to out wit and trick the other is an 
entirely unworthy suggestion, and I shall com- 
mand the assent of all my hon. and right hon. 
friends who sit on this bench when I say that 
the course which we did take and the course 
which we are now .pursuing was, one equally 
commended to and accepted by those among 
us who are stout opponents of woman suffrage 
and those—and there are many in the Cabinet— 
who have been among its most loyal and consis- 
tent supporters.

One word more, and only one word, in regard 
to what I may call the personal aspect of the 
matter. It has been to me since I have had the 
honour of holding my present office a matter of 
the most sincere regret that in regard to this 
particular question I have found myself at vari- 
ance with a large number, perhaps with the 
majority, of those who ordinarily honour me in 
this House with their political support. I agree 
that I have been at variance with them, and they 
have treated me with the utmost consideration. 
If they had suggested even in the most indirect 
way that they regarded this as so important and 
dominating an issue that they did not feel them- 
selves justified in following a Government the 
head of which was opposed to them on this parti- 
cular matter, I need hardly say that great as 
would have been my regret in severing myself 
from the prosecution of other great causes, I 
should have deferred to that opinion, and I 
should have entrusted to other hands the office 
which I hold. But they never intimated that to 
me. Perhaps I may say, as it illustrates in a 
peculiarly acute way the special circumstances in 
which we as a party stand—and I think the party 
opposite would stand if they took our places to- 
morrow—that the only member on this bench 
who is going to take part in the debateto-night, 
and who is going to speak in an opposite sense to 
my own, is my right hon. friend and colleague 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs. He 
and I have sat side by side in this House now for 
27 years—in various parts of the House, but 
always side by side. With the exception of this 
particular topic I can say of him what I believe I 
can say of no other member in this House, that I 
cannot recall one single serious political issue 
upon which we have ever differed.

This is a Bill which, by the avowed intentions 
of its authors, and, as is perfectly clear from its 
provisions, proposes to admit to the franchise no 
less than 6,000,000 new electors. That is by 
common consent the largest addition that has 
ever been made to the active electorate of this 
country by this or probably by a single Act by 
any other Legislature. Neither in 1831 nor in 
1867 nor in 1884 was any corresponding increase 
to the list of voters suggested or even contem- 
plated. Let me note in that connection two cir- 
cumstances, one of which I think will be univer- 
sally admitted, and of the other of which, not- 
withstanding what was said by my hon. friend 
who has just sat down, I am prepared to main- 
tain the truth. The first, which is not a matter 
open to dispute, is that this Bill is not put for- 
ward by the responsible Government of the day, 
nor if we change places with the right hon. 

“gentlemen opposite, could or would it or any 
corresponding measure be put forward on the 
responsibility of the Government of the aay. 
(Opposition cheers.) The same division of 
opinion reigns upon both front benches. As to 
that there is no dispute. Now I come to my 
second point, and here I am afraid I am rather 
at issue with my hon. friend who has just sat 
down. I assert that this is a Bill which has never 
been, either in principle or in detail, approved 
by the existing electorate of the country..
I ask this question of hon. gentlemen in every 

quarter of the House, whether they are friends 
or whether they are opponents of woman suffrage 
—Can they honestly say that this particular issue 
determined, or even substantially helped to 
determine, the question whether they should or 
should not be elected to this House ? I am 
as the House knows, and never have been, one 
of the dogmatists of the theory of mandate. - 
am prepared to defer, in the fullest sense of the

term to the supreme and unchallengeable author- 
ity of Parliament. We know no distinction in 
this country, whatever may be the case elsewhere 
_ and I go furtherand say that I hope we never 
shall know any distinction in this country— 
between the subjects which an omnipotent Parlia- 
ment is or is not competent to determine.The 
House of Commons, in my opinion, is perfectly 
competent to determine this question as it thinks 
fit; but that does not in the least degree pre- 
clude me or anybody from asking the House, if 
it is to preserve its authority and if it is to 
retain the confidence of the country, to think | 
twice, to think thrice before it takes a step 
unprecedented in its extent without a full and 
assured conviction that it has behind it in taking 
that step the deliberate and considered sanction 
of the community. But we cannot leave the 
matter there. The question I am going to submit 
to the House as relevant to this particular Bill, 
the question that all such proposals, whether 
great or small, raises, is this—Is the extension 
of the Parliamentary suffrage to women in the 
best interests of women and of the community? 
That is the whole point the House has got to 
consider.

Let me here say, by way of parenthesis, before 
I try to answer that question, that that question 
is not logically or completely raised by the Bill 
now before the House. If sex, as my hon. 
friend who has just sat down asserts and has 
tried to demonstrate, is an irrelevant or a negli- 
gible factor in ascertaining the qualifications of 
the electorate, then this Bill is absolutely self, 
condemned. It is not contended or pretended 
thut-it establishes equality, or anything approxi- 
mately like equality, between the sexes. If this 

I Bill passed to-morrow the male electors of Great
Britain would have a substantial and indis 
putable superiority over females at Parliamentary 
elections. It is a discriminating and, in a sense, 
an aristocratic measure. A man, after this Bill 
has passed, can vote when he is 21; a woman 

. cannot vote until she is 25. Why ?
I will add one more parenthetical observation 

before I go back to the question of principle. If 
the selected and favoured women who are enfran- 
chised by this Bill are capable of exercising the 
franchise why are they not to be eligible for elee- 
tion to this House ?

Those are really criticisms which are pertinent 
rather to the precise method that this Bill pur- 
sues than to the general principle to which, if the 
House will allow me, I will now come back for 
a moment.

Democracy, as I think I have said before, aims 
at the obliteration of arbitrary and artificial dis- 

| tinctions. Democracy has no quarrel whatever 
with distinctions which nature has created and 
which experience has sanctioned.

I should agree that these general considera
tions would lose much of their force—indeed, they 
might be substantially undermined for the pur- 

- poses of practical politics—if the two conditions 
I which have hitherto attended and been satisfied 

in all our enlargements of the franchise were ful
filled in this case. I repeat, what are these two 
conditions ? The first is one about which there 
can be no dispute. It is if there was a clear 
proof of a settled demand for the change by an 
overwhelming majority of the excluded class.

Of course I do not deny for one moment—who 
could?—that there are women, and many 

■ women, in this country, including some of the 
most gifted, most accomplished, most high- 
minded of their sex, who do feel in that way. 
It would be absurd and ridiculous to disguise the 
facts of the case. So again, and this is a very 
serious consideration, it is clear from the pheno
mena of what is called militancy, to which I am 
not going to make any further reference, that 
there are women whose temperaments are such 
that this same sense of wrong—twisted, per- 
verted, inflamed, as I think in their case it is— 
this same sense of wrong leads to anti-social 
courses which men, and even women, find it diffi
cult to understand. I make all that admission. 
But, as I said before, and as I say again, we 
must deal here, as we have dealt in all cases 
where it has been a question of the extension of 
the suffrage, not with individuals but with the 
mass. I can only state my own opinion, an 
opinion which has been formed after the most 
careful consideration of all the relevant facts 
that have been brought to my notice, that to this 
day I see no evidence worthy of the name that 
the mass, of women in England, Scotland, and 
Ireland in that sense demand the franchise. 
(Cheers.) That is one condition. There is another 
and perhaps in some senses a still more important 
condition. I think the general argument which I 
′ presented in very brief outlines to the House 

n’Sht be displaced, and probably would be dis- 
"I e , if it could be shown that the absence of

rect representation in this House has caused 
and is causing a neglect by Parliament of the 
special interests and needs of the excluded class. 
13 that 80?

There are those who cry " Yes," but any one 
no listened to the debate yesterday and to the 

previous debates would have heard from 
some of the most ardent supporters of 
woman suffrage the most absolute denial that 
there was any case of the kind.

When I look not only upon our factory and 
workshop legislation, but upon all that has been 
sone, even within my own Parliamentary life, 

protect married women and to establish both 
for women and children, in whom women are

particularly interested, better conditions of social 
and industrial life; when I compare what has 
been done by this Parliament and what has been 
done by the other Legislatures in the world, I 

| can honestly say, without any undue com- 
placency, and with a full sense of the many 

; shortcomings that still have to be overtaken and 
, overcome, that I. do not believe there is any

Legislature in the world that has ever done so 
much for the women as this man-elected Legis- 
lature. I have never thought or said that if the 
Parliament of this country , should choose to 

| enfranchise women, whether upon a small or 
upon a large scale—and for myself I see no pos- 

! sible logical halting-place, if you once accept the 
principle, between the complete assimilation for 
all political purposes both of the right to elect 
and the right to be elected—I have never said 
that if Parliament deliberately adopted that 
course, and with the sanction of the country 
adopted that principle, we were going to come 
to the end of civilisation, or that the foundations 
of society and the integrity of the Empire would 
be loosened. I do not believe anything of the 
kind. The question I have endeavoured to put, 
I hope without undue passion or prejudice— 
(hear, hear)—is a serious practical question; 
would it or would it not inure to the benefit, first 
of women as a class, and next to the community 
as a whole, to make this great change, for which, 
I repeat once more, you have no produceable 
sanction in the authority and declaration of the 
electorate? Because in my view it is in the best 
interests of women themselves and also in the 
best interests of the State and of society I shall 
record my vote against the second reading of this 
Bill.

LORD R. CECIL.
Lord R. CECIL (Herts, Hitchin, Opp.) said 

that until some solution of the question was 
found every Government would be faced with 
insuperable difficulties and would lose prestige 
and reputation as the present Government had 
done in dealing with the subject. That was 
one of the main reasons why he was prepared 
to vote for the second reading of the Bill, 
although it did not provide the solution which 
he would have selected. It was very unfortu- 
nate that when the Conciliation Bill was on the 
verge of success, by an untoward combination 
of Ministers and militants it was torpedoed. 
Then, when the Government had tried their plan 
and it had failed, the best course would have 
been to have allowed the Conciliation Bill again 
to proceed. It had been stated that if 
Unionist members voted for the second reading 
they would give some sanction to the Parlia- 
ment Act and to overriding the Second Chamber. 
That was the merest absurdity. He hoped the 
Second Chamber would accept the Bill; but if 
they did not do so and the Bill were reintro- 
duced next session with a view to overriding the 
Second Chamber by the use of the Parliament 
Act he would vote against it, as he would vote 
against any use of the Parliament Act. He dis- 
puted altogether the Prime Minister’s conten- 
tion that the burden of proof that women were 
qualified for the vote rested upon the supporters 
of the Bill. It was for the opponents of the 
Bill to show that the mere fact of being women 
was sufficient to disqualify.

SIR E. GREY.
The course which the Government has pursued 

hitherto on this question has been one which has 
been accepted equally by those in the Govern- 
ment who are in favour of the franchise and those 
who are opposed to it, and for which both are 
jointly responsible. I would add that without 
exception all of us who are colleagues of my ■ 
right hon. friend and who serve under him are 
bound to admit, and do most gladly recognise, 
that his own personal attitude throughout the 
whole of this matter has been scrupulously fair, 
and he has shown great consideration to those 
whose views differ from his own. I have been 
always strongly in favour of woman suffrage, 
and were I to say after so many years, on a 
question so important, that my view has been 
changed by arguments which are so familiar, 
even if they have been so ably expressed as they 
have been by him to-night, I think, knowing 
what the course of my feelings and opinions has 
been for so many years, I should have forfeited 
respect, as I should even if I did not avail myself 
of the opportunity to express and recommend 
them as strongly as I can to the House.

What new circumstances—if there are no new 
arguments—are there to change our views? Of 
course militancy, though it has played a very 
small part in the speech of my right hon. friend, 
has played a part in the speeches of others who 
are opposing the Bill now before the House. We 
know that the militant action is the action of a 
certain number of individuals who are not repre- 
sentative of the great mass of women who have 
asked and worked for the vote, and who have 
kept themselves within constitutional action. I 
join with the mover of the Bill and others in 
condemning the militant action in the strongest 
possible way.
I do not underrate its importance, I do not 

underrate the embarrassment which it causes. 
Because a certain number of individuals have 
embarked on crime and outrage, that does not 
affect my view of the fitness of women generally 
to exercise the vote, nor do I think it right that 
because a certain number of people, a few indi- 
viduals, have committed crimes and outrages

with which the law deals, and ought to deal, 
severely, therefore that thousands of innocent 
women who have refrained from anything but 
constitutional action should be punished by 
having their cause set on one side. 2!
I will proceed to ask the House to look at its 

own record in this matter. A Women’s Suffrage 
Bill has passed its second reading in this House 
seven times. On each occasion if the Bill went 
no further it was for want of time, because it 
was not and could not be a Government Bill, 
and few but Government Bills have any chance. 
Is the House at this time of day to go back on 
opinions expressed so often? It is a very serious 
matter for Parliament to do that. Every time 
we passed the second reading of the Women’s 
Suffrage Bill we were dealing with a subject of 
great importance and about which feeling was 
very keen and strong. If, when the time comes 
when we have an opportunity of really carrying 
the thing into effect. Parliament is to go back 
upon the opinions previously expressed, then 
Parliament is going to lay itself open to the very 
grave charge of having trifled with a very impor- 
tant subject. Parliament can give no greater 
provocation to any part of the community than to 
lay itself open to a charge such as that. I believe, 
as I think somebody has stated in debate already, 
that the root matter if you really analyse it and 
get behind the expression of the arguments which 
are used, and find what it is that prompted the 
thought or decision of the man using those argu- 
ments to oppose woman suffrage, you will find 
that it is what I should call the anti-democratic 
feeling. Many of the arguments to which we 
have listened against the vote would have been 
very appropriate in the days when the vote was 
being opposed for men as well.

You have what the hon. member for Scar- 
borough called two nations in this country, men 
and women. He spoke of them as two nations. 
You have one nation in which every class and 
every section is to be represented, because we 
are a democracy, while the other nation along- 
side it is in subjection. You must find some 
very grave reasons for that. The Prime Minis
ter based a great deal of his argument upon the 
fact that there was not a strong enough case for 
giving women the vote. It seems to me that 
what you have to do is to find an exceedingly 
strong case for not giving them the vote. I can 
suggest some arguments. If you say politics do 
not concern women, of course then there may be 
a case against giving them the vote. But who 
can say that at the present day? Legislation 
vitally affects the condition of women. When 
we are told that there are 5,000,000 women earn- 
ing wages or salaries in employments as essen- 
tial to the life and well-being of the State as 
those employments in which men are earning 
their livelihood, what answer have you to give 
why they should be deprived of all political 
influence as far as votes are concerned in poli- 
tics, when the greater part of our politics, so far 
as this House is concerned, deals with those 
questions which affect the conditions of women’s 
work.

It is said that Parliament does not ignore that, 
and various Acts are quoted, some of them quite 
recent, in which Parliament has paid special 
attention to the conditions of women’s labour or 
women’s lives, and has dealt with them con- 
siderately and thoughtfully.

Ny. hon. friend the member for Blackburn 
(Mr. Snowden), in making a speech with which 
I was in entire agreement and which I admired 
both for its argument and its tone, said that at 
the present time women deprived of the vote 
had to devote all their attention, especially 
women who have taken an interest in politics 
and know the difficulty, to organising and 
attempting to get the vote. I think that is very 
true, but when they have got the vote, then we 
shall begin to find out for the first time, and 
they themselves will begin to find out many of 
them for the first time, some of the things in 
which women’s lives and the conditions of 
women’s labour in this country most need atten- 
tion. Up to 1867 the wage-earning class prac- 
tically had not got the vote and political power 
was in the hands of other classes. I can imagine 
people saying then, " Why should they have the • 
vote? The present electorate and Parliament 
does not neglect the wage-earning class. Has it 
not passed the Factory Acts and other Acts 
dealing with the conditions of labour, and is it to 
be supposed that the vote is going to raise 
wages?"

I do not believe when the vote is extended to 
any particular class, be that class women or men, 
that you are going to have a vast crop of legis- 
lation of which you can say definitely, ′ This 
thing would not have been done if the vote was 
not there." But I am perfectly certain that in 
the last 25 years there has been a great deal of 
legislation which would not have been passed 
had the wage-earning classes not got the vote.

The question of foreign policy is the one which 
I think is generally instanced in this case. If 
you are going to use that argument and to rule 
women out because of foreign politics, you are 
applying a standard to . women with regard to 
votes that you do not think of applying to men. 
(Cheers.) I say, as far as I am concerned at any 
rate, whether you are talking about foreign 
politics or about economics or any other matter 
in politics the woman who makes the home is 
in no inferior position in studying politics to the 
man who labours to support the home. (Cheers.)

There is one more argument I must deal with, 
though I think there is very little in it, but it is 
so frequently-used, and that is that women can- 
not employ force, that they cannot bear arms.

and fight, and that they cannot enforce the law, 
and therefore ought to have no share in making 
the laws. Hardly any of us do enforce the laws, 
and I understand if we tried to do so ourselves we 
would probably get into trouble. We employ 
selected persons who are paid and directed to 
enforce the laws by force when they need to be 
enforced. Surely the true qualification of people 
to have a share in the making of the laws, assum- 
ing they are responsible people, is not whether 
they are to be called upon physically to enforce 
the laws, but whether they have got to obey the 
laws.

The argument about women not being fit to 
have votes because they cannot use force them- 
selves and perform those functions in the State 
which require force is really based on the assump- 
tion that unless a person or a class can fulfil all 
the functions necessary to the welfare of the 
State, they must have no vote. Are we going to 
apply, that test or not? If we are, we begin by 
the disqualification of men. I maintain more and 
more it should be recognised, and I think more 
and more it is recognised, that the character of 
the home, the condition of the home, the standard 
of the home, the nurture and rearing of children 
is as essential a thing in the State as anything 
else. That is women’s business, the business 
which cannot be done by anyone else, and that 
that should be done, and well done, is at least as 
essential for the life of the State as the condition 
or use of armed forces. One is complementary to 
the other.

Does anybody really believe that that is going 
to lead to a contest of men versus women ? Of 
course not. Women will be divided on general 
political questions just as men are, but 1 think 
enfranchisement will do a great deal to level the 
attention of both to the questions which most 
deeply concern them. Can you be sure that 
those questions are not jostled and hustled and 
crowded, out now? Look at the competition 
there is in political life among the various ques- 
tions needing attention? Look at the compara- 
tively small number of questions which time 
permits us to deal with, and the enormous 
number of questions with regard to which we 
are asked to give promises at contested elections. 
Can it really be maintained that we are sure 
that any question is going to have its fair chance 
in that competition unless there is at any rate 
some body of votes behind it ?
. The whole tendency of modern life and educa- 
tion is towards the suffrage for women. Every- 
thing is being done to encourage the intellectual 
interests of women in literature, science, history, 
poetry, and politics. You cannot encourage all 
this and maintain a sex barrier against the vote.
.1 am prepared, so far as I am concerned, to 

give even the smallest instalment. I have very 
little patience with the dilemma that if all 
women are given votes the change is too tremen
dous, and then with the statement that if only 
a few are given votes you are not logical. Per- 
sonally, I would be prepared to vote for the Con- 
ciliation Bill alone, although I do resent the idea 
that when women marry and come to have the 
care of a home and children they should then 
lose the vote. I cannot imagine on what ground 
of justice, logic, reason, or even of expediency 
in the interests of women, or of the community 
as a whole, that we can at this time of day main- 
tain that women are to be excluded from all 
direct political action.

Mr. ATHERLEY- JONES (Durham, N.W., 
Min.), who stated that he had seen no reason to 
change his opinions on this subject, asked that 
before the debate closed some pronouncement 
should be made from the Treasury Bench as to 
whether a dissolution was a possible or probable 
consequence of the passage of this Bill. Though 
it would not affect his own determination, he 
believed some of his hon. friends who would 
otherwise vote for the second reading would 
shrink from doing so if this result were to follow.

Mr. RAMSAY MACDONALD (Leicester, 
Lab.) said he did not accept the dictum that 
because a Government could not agree upon 
something the House of Commons could do 
nothing at all. The Prime Minister complained 
that the Bill was not complete, but what a 
terrible, mess the Government were going to get 
into this session if that canon of criticism was 
applied to their measures! The right hon. 
gentleman was very careful to avoid defining the 
sort of demand that he wanted. This movement 
had been left to the advocacy and championship 
of women belonging to no party, without vote or 

-political interest, who stood alone and apart, 
declaring that the time had come for their 
enfranchisement. Before a woman created a 
brawl at a public meeting or militancy began, a 
petition signed by 30,000 working women of 
Lancashire was presented to the House, and 
nothing had happened since the militant move- 
ment started. It was impossible for the State, 
in view of the work it had to do, to remain a 
masculine State alone. The demand for social 
legislation could not be sufficiently faced by a 
male electorate represented by men in this House. 
Is was absurd to say that there was any differ- 
ence between women voting and women doing 
that which they did every day in choosing the 
candidate whom they would support, and in per- 
suading and guiding male electors to vote for 
that candidate.If there had been women elec- 
tors when the Insurance Act was going through, 
tile clauses relating to women would have been 
fuller and more trouble would have been taken 
over them. The same applied to housing. Poor 
Law, and finance measures. (Hear, hear.) 
The very argument the Prime Minister 
used, that “ we were doing very well 
for women," was the most humiliating 
argument any Liberal could use. They wanted 
women to do things for themselves and to be 
independent, self-respecting citizens. As an 
indirect consequence of women having the vote, 
wages would go up, because women would then 
take a keener interest in their unions and in 
everything affecting their trade. Steps had been 
taken to stop and punish militancy; let. those 
steps be accompanied by something positive on 
behalf of the women who for year after year had 
put forward their claim without violence.

The House divided, and the numbers were -
For the second reading ..... ..--.-- 219
Against ..................    266

Majority ............... .-
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ANNOUNCEMENTS.

Fite and Fair.
The Summer Fair and Feto will be held at 

the Empress Rooms, Kensington, from June 

3rd to 13th, inclusive. .

Meetings.
. Owing to Monday next being Bank Holiday, 
there will be no meeting at the London 
Pavilion. The meetings will be resumed as 
usual on Monday week. May19th. Men 
friends and sympathisers are reminded that in 
accordance with the wishes of the management 
of the London Pavilion, men will be admitted 
to the Monday meetings at the London 
Pavilion by ticket only.

Volunteers for Paper Selling.
A very special appeal is made for paper 

sellers, and all who can spare time should 
apply at Lincoln’s Inn House.

The Hon. Secretary.
All communications should be addressed to 

the Hon. Secretary (pro tem) at Lincoln’s 
Inn House.

Poster Parades.
Volunteers are needed for the poster parades 

which leave Lincoln’s Inn House, Kingsway, 
every Thursday at 2-30 p.m., and on Saturday 
mornings at 10-30 a.m.

SPEAKERS’ CLASS.

Hon. Instructor, Miss Rosa Leo, 45, Ash- 
worth Mansions, Elgin Avenue, W. Hon. 
Sec., Miss L. Blundell, Lincoln’s Inn House, 
Kingsway, W.C.

The subject for to-night’s class will be " The 
Present Situation.” It is hoped that as many 
members as possible will be present. All com- 
munications regarding the above class should 
be made to Miss L. Blundell. Miss Leo’s 
private classes (for members of the W.S.P.U. 
only) take place every Saturday, at 41, Nor- 
folk-square, W., by kind permission of Mrs. 
Ayrton, at 4 p.m. Full particulars of these 
classes can be obtained from Miss Leo.

RULES.
1. Members of the W.S.P.U. only are 

eligible. —
2. The class is held in Lincoln’s Inn House 

every Friday, at 7-45 p.m. sharp.
3. Entrance fee Sd. weekly, proceeds to he 

used for the purchase of educational literature.
4. The library books are only to be kept 

one week, and must be returned or sent by 
post before the next class.

5. . Members are limited to ten classes, and 
it must be clearly, understood that no one 
shall be admitted except intending speakers.

A WOMAN WRITER ON THE WOMAN 
MOMEYENT IN ENGLAND.

(Continued from Page 506.)

We have in very truth been through a long 
and hard training, but none of us would wish 
to be without our articles of | apprenticeship. 
And whatever fresh difficulties and obstacles 
await us we have at least learnt to subor- 
dinate details of adversity to our whole plan 
of eventual success. It is possible that we 
Englishwomen who have been fighting this 
Suffrage battle for the whole world of women, 
may have to see the less prejudiced countries 
granting citizenship to their i women; whilst 
we ourselves are still waiting for it. No 
matter. We are bound to have it in the end, 
and no one will be able to take from England 
the honour and glory of having shown the 
way, even though for the moment she refuses 
to treat it herself.

On we go, then, possessed with one feeling 
only, that of dogged determination to win our 
freedom and the power it implies, in spite of 

all opposition, honourable ou.dishonourable, 
hidden or revealed. Our belief in the justice 
and usefulness of our demand is fixed and 
unalterable. Fixed and unalterable is our 
will to have it. We may well say with Swin- 

burne — a
We are girt with our belief.

Clothed with our will and crowned;
Hope, fear, delight, and grief before our will 

give ground-—
Their calls are in our ears as shadows of, 

dead sounds.
All things come by fate to flower

At their unconquerable hour;
And time brings truth, and truth makes free. 

And freedom fills time’s veins with 
power. ee

CAMPAIGN NOTES.
The Propaganda of the W.S.P.U.

Bermondsey and,Southwark.
The shop here has been a great success, and much 

appreciated both by the working man and woman. 
Crowds flock round the windows to read the 
literature; sale of the papers going up each week. 
New supporters coming in. Meetings held each 
evening. Shop open 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Speakers’ 
class Saturdays 8 p.m., commencing May 18th. 
More workers and funds urgently needed. Jumble 
goods always welcome. Grateful thanks for rent 
guarantee to Miss Kettle, 2s. ; Miss Sentence, 1s. ; 
and Miss May Balchin, 2s. 6d.

Organising Secretary, Nurse Evans; Shop, 130, 
Old Kent Road.

Camberwell and Peckham.
Will all members be up and out next Sunday ? 

Eternal vigilance is the price of liberty. Money 
and jumble goods still needed for keeping the 
Bermondsey shop going. Best thanks to Miss 
Harrblucher, Miss Kettle, Miss Harvey, and Mrs. • 
Clark for speaking, and to all the members who 
have rallied to the work so splendidly.

Organising Secretary, Nurse Evans, 404, Old 
Kent Road.

Hackney.
There was a good attendance at the Debating 

Class on Tuesday, when the " Education of the 
Deaf ‘‘ was described in an able and interesting 
address by one of the members. .

On Thursday Miss Bon wick had a splendid 
meeting at Stamford Hill, and held the attention 
of the audience by her usual delightful and con, 
vincing manner. Nine dozen papers were sold 
during the week. One new member joined. 
Members are thanked for their prompt assistance 
in selling papers.

Hon. Secretary, Miss M. Jones, 39, Pembury 
Road, N.E.

Hampstead.
Mr. Percy Dearmer’s dramatic reading was a 

great success in spite of many difficulties, Miss 
Isabel Green’s orchestra adding materially to 
the evening’s enjoyment. .Offers of drawing 
room and garden meetings will be most welcome, 
and should be sent in to the organising secretary 
as soon as possible. There has been a record 
sale of THE SUFFRAGETTE the last two weeks, 
the usual order being more than quadrupled in 
SUFFRAGETTE Week. A particularly gratifying 
feature was the number of those who volunteered 
for street selling for the first time. Miss Hicks 
addressed a most'interested and orderly meeting 
on Hampstead Heath last Sunday. New member 
welcomed. Miss Gabrielle Bell. Secretary, Miss 
G. Batson. ■ Shop and office, 178, Finchley Road, 
N.W.

Holloway.
Members rallied in large numbers to march 

from King’s Way to Holloway on Saturday, to 
protest against the refusal of bail to those who 
were arrested at Lincoln’s Inn House on Wed- 
nesday. Paper sellers have been busy in the 
district, and have sold out all their copies in an 
incredibly short time. It is hoped to open a 
shop in the neighbourhood; will members support 
this scheme? Members and sympathisers who 
can give any time, however short, are asked to 
communicate with the secretary at 29, Cray ford 
Road.

Miss Pleasance Pendred was released on Wed- 
nesday last, after hunger-striking without forcible 
feeding.

Ali members and friends are asked to contri- 
bute to our stall for " Household Requisites." 
This will consist of inexpensive necessaries such 
as pillow-slips, cooking aprons, carved or painted 
tea trays, and tea-pot stands, shopping bags, 
splashers, etc. Each member is asked to devote 
one hour to making a tour of the house in order 
to think of likely things. All workers should 
also consult papers and magazines at public 
libraries for advertisements of new things in 
order that they may apply for free samples. 
Gifts should be sent as soon as possible, in no 
case later than May 24th, to the hon. secretary.

Open-air meetings have started again, and 
members are asked to muster in force, while 
friends are asked to make themselves known to 
the workers. More offers of sellers are wanted 
to keep the pitch outside Gamage’s going. Last 
Friday one member sold 62 in 50 minutes. Miss 
Dearn, 35, Pemberton Road, Harringay, would 
be glad of special contributions for three new 
platform ladders (8s. each) to be kept at differ- 
ent pitches. Who will offer to house the ladder 
and flag for the Hornsey Fountain meetings? 
Thanks to Mrs. Cole and Mrs. Best for under- 
taking work at open-airs and paper selling; also 
to Mrs. Bennies for offer of work. Hon. secre- 
tary, Miss Bonwick, 28, West Park, Crouch End.

Kensington.
A huge crowd collected outside the Free 

Library and listened most attentively to Miss 
Evelyn Sharp, many sensibly questions being 
asked at the close of the meeting. A record sale 
of THE SUFFRAGETTE has been going on all week, 
extra sellers being needed to keep the public 
supplied. Miss Wylie has secured many new 
subscribers to the paper. Thanks to those who 
volunteered to carry the large banner (From 
Prison to Citizenship) in front of the procession 
to Holloway on Saturday afternoon, also the local 
Union banner. Gratefully acknowledged sub- 
scriptions of 10s. and 3s. to local expenses.

Hon. Secretary : Miss Postlethwaite, Office 143, 
Church Street. Tel., 2116 Western.

Kingston and District. '
Splendid meeting held at Fife Hall, and en- 

thusiastic audience greeted speakers. Largest 
collection yet taken, in spite of threats to sub- 
scribers. Meeting at Church-street; one of the 
biggest ever held in the district. Miss Bon- 
wick made a fine speech, and the crowd showed

the greatest interest.. Through the kindness of 
an anonymous friend, a fine list of news books 
has been added to the library. Will members see 
that they make use of this? It is proposed to 
hold frequent members’ meetings, and all are 
asked to support. An entertainment and concert 
is being arranged. Any suggestions will be most 
welcome. All are asked not to forget to sub- 
scribe to American Catch-Penny at shop. 
Monthly subscriptions should now be sent in.

Hon. Organsing Secretary : Mrs. Dacre Fox, 
Office 54, Clarence Street.

Lewisham.
Members are thanked for their efforts in 

SUFFRAGETTE Week. Paper sold splendidly Mrs. 
Bouvier held a meeting in the Market Place on 
Sunday evening. Enormous crowds heard her 
valiantly defending the rights of free speech. 
Some members attended the Trafalgar Square 
Demonstration, and then proceeded to Hyde 
Park to effectually demonstrate by holding meet- 
ings, and they were magnificently supported by 
men. A Lewisham youth was among our cham- 
pions. One of our members held two meetings 
of 20 minutes. Please remember "At Home 
May 20th, and bring unconverted friends. 
Thanks to Miss Bone for donation of 2s. 6d., 
Misses Townsend 4s., Anonymous for six months’ 
subscription to THE SUFFRAGETTE.

Hon. Secretary: C. Townsend, 27, Murills- 
road, Lee.

Walthamstow.
Many thanks to Miss Coombes for speaking on 

Saturday. In spite of heavy rain a large crowd 
listened for an hour. Members are asked to 
make every effort to advertise the public meet- 
ing at Conway Hall on Thursday, May 15. Mrs. 
Dacre Fox has kindly consented to take Mrs. 
Drummond’s place if necessary. Miss Evelyn 
Sharp will also speak, and Miss Froud will take 
the chair at 8 p.m. Volunteers for chalking, 
&c., please send in names to Miss L. C. Hart, 
hon. secretary, 11, Sylvan Road.

Westminster and St. George’s.
Many thanks to Miss Rickards and Mrs. 

Fahey for speaking at Tachbrook Street. 
Members are begged if they are unable to use 
their invitation cards for the 21st to return 
them to the hon. secretary, as she has run out 
of them. Paper sellers are thanked for turn 
ing up. The sales from our shop totalled nearly 
1,300 on Monday. Will all members please 
collect goods of all kinds as quickly as they 
possibly can for the rummage sale which we 
want to hold at the end of the month. Things 
are not coming in as quickly as they should. 
Hen. secretary, pro. tem.. Miss Gladys Shedden. 
Shop, 17, Tothill Street, Westminster.

Wimbledon.
DE Letitia Fairfield and Mr. Mackinlay are 

heartily thanked for their excellent speeches 
at Queen’s Hall last week. Next Monday 
being Whit Monday there will be no meeting, 
but the following Monday Mr. Gillespie and 
Mrs. Penn Gaskell will be the speakers, the 
former speaking on " The brake on civilisation. ‘ 
Men’s passes can be obtained from Mrs. 
Lamartine Yates. These continue to be applied 
for in increasing numbers, and it is encouraging 
to note how each newcomer soon introduces a 
friend. -. ,, . ,

The Saturday afternoon "‘socials in the tea 
room over the office are being well attended, 
and add greatly to the united incentive to work.

On Sunday an excellent unannounced meeting 
was held on Wimbledon Common in the morn- 
ing, leaving people free to go to Trafalgar 
Square in the afternoon. Mrs. Lamartine Yates 
addressed an audience of several hundred on 
" The encroachments upon the liberties of the 
British people.’ There was no interruption, 
no ejaculation, no disorder, and a hearty clap 
was given at the close. The large force of 
police held in readiness was not required, only 
half a dozen attending the meeting. Free 
speech in Wimbledon has been completely vindi- 
cated ! Six times the usual number of papers 
have been sold, members have been enrolled every 
day since the Government’s militant action in 
Kingsway. and donations are flowing in from 
the general public.

Hon. Organising Secretary : Mrs. LAMARTINE 
YATES. ;

Shop and office : 9, Victoria-crescent, Broad 
way. Tel. : 1,092 Wimbledon.

who helped with the sale. THE SUFFRAC. i 
sold very well the last two weeks. • 7 1as 
“Suffragette Week." the number of copies 
in . the street passed all previous recisold 
Members are urged to keep this up. T

Gratefully acknowledged : Mra. Emerson 10, 
Mrs. Grynyer 2s., Miss Jamieson 1s. 6d, 8,, 
, Welcomed as new member: Miss Norris

Members’ meeting in the office, Tuesd., A
13, at 3 p.m. 4)

Office : 11, Pantiles. Hon. See..
Walton. "88

Worthing.
Very many thanks to all who helped to a 

the St. James’s Hall meeting the success it wo 3 
Eighty copies of THE SUFFRAGETTE were 50 
and the collection amounted to £4 2s. 1087 
Jumbles are still wanted for the sale which wild 
be held shortly. The secretary hopes 
members will work hard for the Suffracel. 1 
Flower Fair and Festival in June.

Gratefully acknowledged : Mrs. Powell r. . 
Miss Hewlitt 6d.

Hon. Sec. : Miss Margot Douglas, Foxdown. I 
Findon.

THE MIDLANDS.

Leicester.
Miss Jarvis addressed a large crowd in the 

Market Place last Thursday, and many questions 
were asked and answered. As usual, the disturb, 
ances in the crowd were caused chiefly by hooli. 
gans. The rest of the people were anxious to 
listen.

Papers have sold well, and members are work, 
ing hard to get extra copies sold.

Miss Naylor will speak in the Market Place on 
Thursday, May 15th, at 7.45. Members pleas 
rally round. Organiser, Miss G. HAZEL.

Office, 14, Bowling Green-street.

WEST OF ENGLAND.

Bristol.
The thrill of recent events has been felt here in I 

Bristol, resulting in an unprecedented sale of the : 
prohibited paper at double the price.

Mr. Bodkin's " grave warning " has brought d 
in several extra subscriptions to the cause.

Mrs. Cutnbert Hicks, of White Lodge, : 
Coombe Dingle, has kindly promised to lend her i 
garden for a sale of cakes, sweets, and flowers, 
to be held on the afternoon of Saturday, May 24. 

Members and friends are cordially invited. I 
Hon. Sec. (pro tem.). Miss A. M. WALTERS, i 
Shop and office, 37, Queen's road,
- Clifton, Bristol.

Ilfracombe.

The Jumble Sale was very successful, realis 
ing £7 3s. 10d., expenses came to £1 5s. 6d., 
leaving a balance of £5 18s. 4d. Many thanks 
to all who contributed, especially to Mr. S. Day 
for the large number of hats, and to all helpers, 
including Mr. E. Watts. A very good sale of! 
the banned Suffragette was effected last week. I 
Volunteers for paper selling will be welcomed. 
Many new members have joined since the Raid.

Mrs. Du SANTOY NEWBY,
Hon. Secretary.

St. Mary's, Broad Park-avenue.

Plymouth.
Last Tuesday's " At Home” was small on I 

account of the bad weather, but a pleasant little 
discussion on the situation took place.

A record sale of THE Suffragette has been J 
made. A hundred copies were sold by mid-day 
on Saturday, 1

Gratefully acknowledged :—Mrs. Darley 
(thanksoffering for Albert Hall collection), 
2s. 6d.; " Miss A. Teacher.” 2a. 6d.; Aunt 
Lizzie, 3s.; collections (" At Homes "), 10s. 10d; 
" Torquay " (self-denial), Mrs. Lausten, 5s. ; Mis 
Marion Lausten, 1s. ; Miss Elsa Baker, Is.

Organiser, Miss MARY PHILLIPS.
Organiser.

4, Carlisle-terrace, The Hoe.

EASTERN COUNTIES.

HOME COUNTIES.

Bournemouth.
Miss L. Tyson will speak at an At Home (held 

by kind permission of Mrs. Hume) at Freedom 
Hall, Loughtorhurst, West Cliff Gardens, on 
Thursday, May 15, at 3.45 p.m.; also at Butler’s 
Corner, Winton, on Wednesday, May 14, at 7.30 
p.m. ; Landseer-road, Westbourne, Thursday, 8 
p.m. ; Friday, 16, at the West Clif Lift, 11.30 
a.m. ; and Stewart’s-road, 8 p.m.

Hon. Sec., Miss B. BERRY.
Shop, 221, Old Christchurch-road, 

Bournemouth.
Southsea.

Paper sold splendidly last week. Very many 
thanks to Mrs. Taylor, Miss Pickering, and Miss 
Walter for giving so much time to selling. The 
debate at St. Michael’s Room, on April 24, 
resulted in a great victory for the W.S.P.U. -

Hon. Sec., Miss L. H. PEACOCK.
4, Pelham-road.

Tunbridge Wells.
The jumble sale on Friday realised £8 1s. 6d., 

most of which is profit- Many thanks to all

Cambridge and District.
Over 15,000 copies of the SUFFRAGETTE have 

been sold during the special week. Many than" 
to all those who helped to make the sales S2 
successful. Many new regular readers have been 
secured. Will any members who can give any 
time to the by-election please communicate 
the organiser at once? A large number of meef 
ings (see programme) have already been arranged, 
and much help is needed to work up these, 
meetings. Gratefully acknowledged : An 
graduate sympathiser, 5s.; Mrs. ", 18-,— 
Rose Weekes, 2s. 6d. I

Organiser, Miss O. BARLETS
2, Regent Terrace.

Clacton.
Clacton members mean to work with more en 

thusiasm than ever before. £17 wasreals" a 
the jumble sale last week. Sincere thanks " , 
who took part in helping to make the 
success. Papers have been going splen di" Yi, 
sold at Colchester on Saturday. Mrs. Goldsmi 21 
Miss Downs, and Miss R. Gillson are that an 
having obtained new subscribers. Sincere than, 
to Mrs. H. for her donation and to Mr. Sturgeon" 
who gave 2s. as a protest against Mr: D°g " 
remarks in court. Miss K. LILLEY, Hon I 

Shop and Office, 47, Rosemary-road,
Clacton-on-Sea.

Ipswich and District.
Members will be glad to hear that a. YD 

large number of papers were sold during 2 at 
gette Week. New subscribers were mate"’ 
arrangements made to show the poster at “ . 
places, but more sellers are wanted 7 B 
selling and canvassing. -./ S 

The last evening meeting was very succ $ 

dMiss Wylie gave an excellent address to a 
“st appreciative audience. —
m Hon. Sec., Miss Kura.'

Shop, Tower street
i Norwich and District. -

Members are thanked for working up. Miss 
Macaulay's meeting so successfully during the 
organiser’s absence, and for their efforts, during 
Suffragette Week. The Paper Secretary is to be, 
congratulated on the very large sale °f papers. 
Two successful open air meetings were held in 
Norwich during the past week, and it is proposed 
to hold meetings regularly on Sunday mornings 
on Tombland (Norwich). Those who mind office 
are begged to be punctual and regular during the 
organiser's absence at the Newmarket Election. ■

Organiser, Miss MARGARET WEST.

Offices : 52, London-street, Norwich.

NORTHEASTERN COUNTIES.

Bradford.
Over 150 copies of the paper were sold in

Bradford during the first day of Suffragette
Week. As there was unavoidable delay in the 
arrival of the " raided " number, several dozens 
of the “ White Slave" number of a fortnight 
ago were sold in the street on Friday and Satur- 
day and the 200 copies of the new number will be 
disposed of during the week. There will be no 
teaon Monday of Whit-week. Members have 
responded nobly to the appeal for street 
sellers. We feel sure that the number will 
increase still further when the importance of this 
branch of the work is recognised.

Hon. Sec., J. MILLAR WILSON.
Office, 68, Manningham-lane.

Doncaster.
Crowded meeting for Miss Naylor meeting,

April 30th. Splendid financial result; two- 
thirds audience most sympathetic. Other meet- 
ings being arranged. SUFFRAGETTE sold out in
Baxtergate in one hour—double usual sale.

Organiser, Miss KEY JONES.
Office, 1, Hallgate Chambers.

Harrogate.
Bills and tickets for Mr. J. G. Webbe’s meet- 

ing on the White Slave Traffic, May 22, may be 
had at the shop this week. Will members please 
call at the shop and, if possible, give some time 
for shopkeeping, as the hours have had to be 
extended these last few days owing to the rush 
for papers and literature ?

Hon. Sec., Miss M. HUGHES. 
Office and shop, 18a, King’s-road.

Scarborough.
Excellent meeting on May 1, addressed by 

Miss Naylor. . Convincing speech received much 
applause. Members urged to put energy into 
summer campaign to ensure success; also to bring 
friends to At Home arranged. SUFFRAGETTE 
excellent sale.

Hon. Sec., MIss N. VICKERMAN. 
33, St. Nicholas Cliff.

York.
Enthusiastic audience for Miss Naylor’s meet- 

ing May 2. Many new converts. Splendid 
address from Miss Naylor. SUFFRAGETTE 
had excellent sale on Coney-street and station 
pitches. Record sale. Members kindly put all 
energies into At Home arranged; also open-air 
demonstration. Organiser, Miss KEY JONES. 

Office, Colby Chambers, Coppergate.

SCOTLAND.

Aberdeen.
For Suffragette Week a large number of papers 

were sent to ministers and doctors. Much private 
canvassing was done by members, and many 
papers sold and given away by- them. Extra 
street selling has been started as a protest against 
the attempt to suppress the paper, and its cir- 
culation constantly increases.

Hon. Sec., Miss LEITCH.
Office : 7, Bon Accord-street.

Dundee.
In Suffragette Week Dundee sold 600. This 

week we are very short. Will you send 400 next 
week 2 If it cannot be managed will you let me 
know, so that I can order VOTES FOR WOMEN, so 
that we may not let regular customers drop ? ‘ I 
can get them to take the SUFFRAGETTE again 
directly it is available.

— Organiser, Miss F. M. PARKER.
Office : 61, Nethergate*

Edinburgh.
Miss Barbara Wylie's meeting in the New Cafe 

was crowded, and many people were unable to 
and seats. A very good collection was taken.

Stock of SUFFRAGETTES was completely sold

The co-operation and help of our members is 
asked, in order to make a summer fete we are 
organising for Saturday, June 14, a complete 
success. —--—. ‘

By cind permission of Mrs. Grieve it will take 
Pace ab Corelesdene, Portobello. , A suffrage 
P2Y, concert, folk songs, and dances, and stalls 

various kinds are already promised. Helpof 
— sorts and suggestionswill be appreciated, 
names of members organising the various depart, 
menits may be had at the office.
. —dinburgh sold 1,400 SUFFRAGETTES during 
Puragette Week, and owing to lack of supply

dozen copies of VOTES TOR WOMEN were

A Subscriptions to the League Defence Fund for 
musses Thomson may be sent to Miss J. M. 

■impbell at the office. ,
. Organiser, Miss E. M. PRIDDEN. 

Office, 272 Frederick-street,

Programme of the Week.
—W )"" LONDON. ■

Friday, May 9th.—Harringay. Green Lanes : Miss Barry, Miss Richmond ........... 8 0 p.m.
Friday, May 9th,—Kensington High Street: Mr. A. F. Boilinghurst, Mr. F. D. Fox, 
o won . ms ra Dr. A. D. Macpherson .... .............................................. . ...... . 8 15 p.m.
Saturday, May 10th. Hammersmith. Broadway : Mr. H. B. Macpherson, Mr. F. 

. Pamment, Mr. Willox -.---..-............-.................................... 8 15 p.m.
Saturday, ilay lOtli.—Kingston. Church Street: Miss Rickards............ ...............  0 noon"

Saturday, May 10th. —Walthamstow. Tower Corner: Miss Kelly, Mrs. Gladman ... 7 30 p.m.
Monday, May 12th.—Hackney. Warwick Road : Mrs. Bouvier .................................. . 8 0 p.m. -
Monday, May. 12th. Victoria Park, E. ? Rev. Drew Roberts, Miss Elsa Myers ..... ..... 3 30 p.m.
Tuesday, May 13th.—Chelsea. King's Road : N. F.W.S. ................ .................................. ' 8 15 p.m.
Thursday, May 15th.— Hackney. Stampford Hall : Miss Bonwick ................................ . 8 0 p.m.
Friday, May 16th.—Hornsey. High Street: Miss M. Wright ............ .................. ......... 8 0 p.m.

COUNTRY.

Friday, May 9th.— Edinburgh. . St. David Street : Miss Pridden, Madame Liptay ....... 8 0 p.m. 
West End: Miss N. Scott, Miss Shaw ........... . 8 0 p.m. 
Leith Walk : Miss N. Burn Murdoch, Mrs. Macdonald 8 0 p.m.

Friday, May 9th.—Liton : Miss Bartels and Mr. Richardson ..................... . -8 0 p.m.
Friday, May 9th.—Cherrywinton : Miss West and Miss N. Master ...............................  8 0 p.m.
Friday, May 9th.—Sawston : Miss Wylie and Miss Marcon .............................................   8 .0 p.m.

. Saturday, May 10th.—Soham : Miss Bartels and Mr. Richardson ......................... ............ 8 0 p.m.
Saturday, May 10th.— Duxford ; Miss West and Miss Master ......................................  8 0 p.m.
Saturday, May 10th.—Fulbourn : Miss Wylie and Miss Marcon ......................................  8 0 p.m.
Saturday, May 10th.—Falkirk: Miss Melrose and Mr. Jeffery .................................... 8 0 p.m.
Sunday, May 11th.—-Edinburgh. Mound : Miss Scott...................................................... 7 0 p.m.

Tuesday, May 13th.—Bo‘ness Masonic Temple : Miss Pridden ...................... ..................... 8 0 p.m.
Tuesday, May 13th.—Ely: Miss West ............ . ............................... . 3 0 p.m.
Tuesday, May 13th.— Fordham : Miss Bartels and Mr. Richardson ..... .....................  8 0 p.m.
Wednesday, May 14th.—Soham : Miss West and Miss Master ........ ........................   8 0 p.m.
Wednesday, May 14th.—Cherry winton: Miss Bartels and Mr. Richardson........... . 8 0 p.m.
Wednesday, May 14th.—Bournemouth : Bublers Corner ............. ............................... . 3 45 p.m.
Thursday, May 15th.—Linton : Miss West and Miss Master ...............................  8 0 p.m.

■ Thursday, May 15th.-—Fulbourn: Miss Bartels and Mr. Richardson .................... . 8 0 p.m.
Thursday, May 15th.—Bournemouth : Freedom Hall: Miss L. Tyson .............................  7 30 p.m.
Thursday, May 15th.—Edinburgh. 27, Fredrick Street : Mrs. Dobbie ....................   8 0 p.m.
Friday, May 16th.—Bournemouth. Westcliffe : Miss Tyson ........ ...... ............................  11 30 a.m.

REPORTS OF OTHER SOCIETIES.

Forward Cymric Suffrage Union.

The Bromley Hall was filled to its utmost at 
the monthly meeting of the Union. Mrs. 
Mansell-Moullin was in the chair, and Mrs. 
Pethick Lawrence made one of her most brilliant 
speeches to an audience that appreciated every 
point. Mr. George Lansbury was not present, 
but Mr. John Scurr, of the Dockers’ Union, 
voiced the views of the working men of Bow 
and Bromley. The Rev. Drew Roberts proposed 
a resolution in favour of free speech, which was 
seconded by the hon. secretary, Mrs. M. E. 
Davies, who spoke in Welsh, and was much 
cheered by both Welsh and English. " Hen 
Wlad fy Nhadau" was sung at the end. The 
speakers were given a glorious send-off by the 
audience, who had remainded outside.-—Hon. 
Secretary, Mrs. M. E. DAVIES, 53, Wandsworth 
Bridge Road, Fulham, S.W.

Men’s Political Union for Women’s Enfranchise
ment.

The Kingsway Hall meeting on April 29th was 
an unqualified success, thanks to the splendid 
efforts made by members and friends. Special 
thanks are due to speakers, stewards, bill distri- 
butors, and, last but not least, to poster paraders, 
who braved the elements four times in the course 
of eight days, and succeeded in attracting a 
great deal of attention, and in arousing the sym- 
pathy of the public. Splendid meetings were 
held by Mr. Billinghurst and Miss Haslam in 
Wandsworth on Friday, and by Mr. Billinghurst 
and Miss L. Tyson in Regent’s Park on Sunday. 
There was a good response from members for the 
hurriedly got up procession from Kingsway to 
Holloway on Saturday, in which two M.P.U. 
banners figured prominently. The membership 
is growing, many men saying that they are 
joining a militant, society as a protest to the 
Government’s acts of coercion. On Whit Sunday 
there will be no meeting in Regent’s Park, and 
the Friday 8 p.m. meeting will be held in Bethnal 
Green; the exact pitch will be stated in the 
Daily Herald. An urgent appeal to local 
members and friends to support the speakers. 
The ‘Treasurer’s report will appear next week.

Hon Sec., Mr. VICTOR DUVAL.
Office, 13, Buckingham-street, Strand.

Men’s Federation for Women’s Suffrage.
The warm thanks of the federation are due 

to the office. Notices of fixtures should be sent, 
which headed the procession from Kingsway to 
Holloway Prison on Saturday, May 3rd. The 
attention of all members of the federation 
throughout the country is drawn to the urgent 
necessity for outdoor meetings being held by 
them in their respective towns and districts, and 
for unremitting propaganda work. Where the 
names and addresses-of the other members resi- 
dent in the district are not already known to 
members, a list will be forwarded on application 
to the office. Notices of fixtures should be sent, 
if possible, for publication to the Suffragette 
and Daily Herald, though this is not essential.

Hon. Sec., 28, St. Paul’s Chambers, Ludgate 
Hill, E.C. . .

MORE QUESTIONS IN 
PARLIAMENT.

In the House ofCommons on May 5, Mr. 
WEDGWOOD asked Mr. McKenna whether 

he had received any. report from the police as 
to their action in Traf algar- square on Sunday, 
especially as to their attempt, against the wishes 
of the organisers of the meeting, to prevent 
persons getting on to the west plinth; also as 
to their action in violently stopping the speak- 
ing from the south plinth without first consult- 
ing those responsible for the meeting; further, 
who was responsible for the violent clearing of 
the Square of peaceable people after the meet- 
ing was over.

Mr. McKenna : I have only been able at the 
last moment to receive a brief report of the cir- 
cumstances. I will give the House such infor- 
mation as I have.

At the meeting in Trafalgar-square speech- 
making began about 3.30 and continued until 
five without interruption. About 4.30 some 
persons, without the authority of the promoters 
of the meeting, attempted to address the crowd 
from the south plinth of the Nelson column.:

The regulations provide that the crowd shall 
not be addressed from this, because of the 
obstruction which would be caused by an 
audience forming up in the roadway. These 
unauthorised speakers were called upon by the 
police and some of the promoters of the meet- 
ing, including Mr. Keir Hardie, Mr. Sanders, 
and others, to desist.

The plinth was in a crowded condition, and 
there was some hustling, in the course of which 
a police officer and a couple of-members of the 
public were pushed off, but no one was thrown 
off by the police, and, so far as is known, no 
one was seriously injured, though one man com- 
plained of injury causing pain to his elbow. 
(Laughter.)

No arrests were made then, but a little time 
after, at the conclusion of the meeting, some dis- 

1 order broke out, and five youths were arrested 
for assaulting the police.

Mr. WEDGWOOD : Do the police allege that 
the organisers of the meeting were asked to stop 
the speaking before the police interfered with 
the speakers or after?

Mr. McKENNA : I have given my hon. friend 
all the information I have so far received from 
the police. I may tell him that private observers 
have informed me that, until the speaking took 
place from the south plinth there was no disorder 
at all. It was agreed there should be no speaking 
from the south plinth, and the promoters assisted 
the police in preventing the speaking from the 
south plinth. The sole disorder occurred because 
a speaker would persist in endeavouring to speak 
from the south plinth.

Mr. WEDGWOOD : Will the right hon. 
gentleman ask the police for a report as to their 
action in connection with the west plinth, where 
they prevented people violently from, climbing 
up?

Mr. McKENNA : If my hon. friend will con- 
sult one of the daily newspapers which has photo- 
graphs he will observe that it was not the police 
who prevented the woman from climbing on the 
plinth.

Mr. HARDIE : Will the right hon. gentleman 
arrange with the police in future not unneces- 
sarily to force peaceable people out of the Square 
at the conclusion of meetings?
. Mr. McKENNA : It is always a very difficult 

matter to know the precise moment when the 
police should intervene to prevent disorder.

WHAT THE “NEWSPAPER 
OWNER” SAYS.

In the Newspaper Owner of May 3 the 
following appeared:—

THE RAID ON A SUFFRAGIST NEWS.
PAPER.
Quite apart from any question of the political 

enfranchisement of women, or of the adoption of 
Militant methods for the intended furtherance 
of such enfranchisement—with neither of which 
matters the Newspaper Owner and World has 
anything to do, except in so far as they relate 
to newspaper management—the point as to the 
extent to which the authorities are entitled to 
extinguish a newspaper property, or a news- 
paper bearing a given title, is one of importance 
to all newspaper producers, and especially to 
newspaper owners.

At the preliminary examination at Bow-street 
on Wednesday of the arrested headquarters’ staff 
of the Women’s Social and Political Union, Mr. 
Bodkin, the prosecuting counsel, said :If there 
is any printer who can be found after this warn- 
ing to print and publish the literature of this 
Union he may find himself in a very awkward 
position as the aider and abettor of persons in 
carrying out its objects."’.

The Daily Mail and other newspapers appear 
to take this to mean that it is now illegal for a 
newspaper entitled the Suffragette to be pub- 
lished, but that is not so. It is entirely a ques- 
tion of what class of matter such newspaper 
contains. A newspaper that contained no 
incitement to breach of the law, or other matter 
bringing it beneath the direct ban of the law, 
could not legally be prevented from appearing.

That this is so is sufficiently proved by the fact 
that a Syndicalist is still published, although a 
paper of that name was raided some time back 
in much the same way as the Suffragette has 
now been raided.

We think it is right that attention should be 
directed to this point in the interests of the 
Press at large, and it is only fair to point out 
that, apart from its Militant advocacy, the 
Suffragette ably and exhaustively deals with the 
general question of women’s enfranchisement, 
just as the defendant Union in the present action 
holds hundreds of ordinary meetings weekly and 
does much else that is in the nature of constitu 
tional propaganda.

STRONG RESOLUTIONS.

The Kersal Rise and West Kilburn branch of 
the I.L.P. has forwarded a resolution to Asquith 
and McKenna emphatically. protesting against 
the action of the police in confiscating the docu- 
ments of the W.S.P.U. and stifling freedom of 
speech and writing, which, according to Liberal 
principles, is the heritage of all English citizens. 

! The Fabian Society have passed the following 
resolution: " That this meeting of the Fabian 
Society protests against the degradation, of British 
publie life involved in the denial of free speech, 
the suppression of newspapers without definite 
charge, and the arrest of arsons on the ground 
that the may commit a crime."

At a meeting of the Glasgow branch of the 
, Women’s Freedom League a resolution was passed 
expressing sincere sympathy with the leaders of 
the W.S.P.U. on account of the conduct of the 
Government in seizing your paper, THE SUFFRA- 
GETTE, and prohibitingits publication. We also 
tender our admiration for the way your union 
met the difficulty and once more successfully 
defied and beat the Government. , .

Work for Every Member.
Our readers will understand that the most 

important branch of the work is the getting of 
regular subscribers. During Suffragette week 
this scheme was widely concentrated upon, and 
it is hoped that the efforts of members and 
sympathisers will not be abated now that 
Suffragette week is over. The power of the 
paper, and its influence is seen in the attempts 
at all costs by the Government to prevent it 
being issued and circulated, and therefore it 
must be the duty of our women to see that 
regular subscribers are obtained, so that week 
by week the great work which the S U ITRAGETTE 
is doing may be carried without a break to an 
ever-increasing body of people. Let members 
therefore see to it that they obtain regular sub- 
scribers from week to week and follow up the 
work of SUFFRAGETTE week in this direction.

EAST END CAMPAIGN.
On Thursday, May 20, a procession will form 

up at a givenpoint in the East End of London 
and march to Victoria Park, where speeches will 
be made from many platforms to demand a gov: 
ernment measure for Women’s Suffrage without 
further delay. This demonstration is part of the 
great constitutional campaign that has always 
been such a strong feature of the W.S.P.U. Many 
other Suffrage Societies have promised to co- 
operate, and among the speakers will be Miss 
Sylvia Pankhurst, who will, for the first time 
since her recent experiences in prison, be heard in 
public. Handbills will be issued shortly giving 
the time of start and route of the procession.

In the meantime all those who can help in any 
way are asked to send in their names 1 the 
secretary of the Bow and Bromley W.S.P.1J-, 
at 321, Roman-road,' Bow, who is in charge of 
all arrangements. Time is short, and members 
are asked to rally round and make this demonstres 
tion a huge success.
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS.

PLATFORM DEPORTMENT AND ELOCU-
TION TAUGHT by experienced Professional at 

pupils’ —own houses. Member W.S.R.U-ApDly D7 
letter. Miss RUTH ARGENT, 25, Oakley-crescent, Chelsea.

BOARD-RESIDENCE, Etc.

BSOLUTE Privacy, Quietude. and Refine- 
ment, no extras. At the Strand Imperial Hotel, 

opposite Gaiety Theatre, ladies will find the freshest, 
daintiest, cosiest quarters; sumptuous bedroom, with h. 
and c. water fitted; breakfast, bath, attendance and 
lights, from 5s. 6d.; en pension, 93. Finest English pro- 
visions. Terrace, garden, lounge.— MANAGERESS, 4788

• A LBEMABLE COURT HOTEL, 35, 36, and 
h 37; CLEVELAND SQUARE, LANCASTER GATE, 

W. Reopening with the following attractions:—Hand- 
some new Lounge, Smoking and Drawing rooms, large 
airy bedrooms; with telephone, multiplicity of baths, 
continuous hot water service, exceptional cuisine. 
Visitors can have use of private Sitting-room for re- 
ceptions, etc. Pension from 2 gns. A trial will ensure 
permanent patronage. Under direct management of 
Mrs. HORNE. Telephone: Mayfair 3708.

A BEAUTIFUL HOLIDAY HOME (altitude
600 ft).—Dean Forest, Severn and Wye Valleys. 

England’s finest forest and river, scenery. Spacious 
house: 25 bedrooms, billiard room, bathroom.. NX- 
tensive grounds. Tennis, conveyances., Vegetarians 
accommodated. Suffragists welcomed. Board residence, 
80s. to 37s. 6d.— Photos, prospectus. CHAS. HALLAM, 
Littledean House, Newnham, Glos.

MEMBER of the W.S.P.U. OFFERS COM- 
FORTABLE BOARD-RESIDENCC to ladies and 

gentlemen. Moderate inclusive terms. Bed, breakfast, 
bath, from 3s. 6d.—52, Upper Bedford-place, Russell- 
square. ‘Phone City 6995.

BOARD-RESIDENCE, superior, from SCs.
Close Baker-street Underground and Tube. Bed 

and breakfast, 38. 6d. per day. Telephone: 4339 Pad- 
dinglon.—Mrs. CAMPEELL, 5 and 7, Yorkobreet, Portman- 
square, W.

Brighton.—a comfortable I home at
moderate terms. Ordinary or reform diet.—Miss 

TURNER, W.S.P.U., Sea View, Victoria road, Brighton. 
Nat. Tel 1702.

Brighton. —TITCHFIELDHOUSE boarding ESTABLISHMENT, 21, Upper Rock- 
gardens, off Marine-parade. Good table. Terms from

DOCTOR’S WIFE OFFERS "COMFORT-
ABLE HOME, open-air treatment, good nursing, 

massage, &c. Experienced in nervous (troubles. Gar- 
dens, tennis, &c. 10 miles London, Icvely country— 
Box 198, Tus SUFRAGETTA, Lincoln’s Inu House, Kings-

Eastbourne.—Member recommends COM-
FORTABLE BOARDRESIDENCS, overlooking 

sea and centre of Grand Parade. Good table. Terms 
moderate. —17, Burlington-place.

ADY canRECOMMEND an IDEAL
INVALID HOME. Sunny house, quiet. Best of 

care and diet. Terms moderale.—18, 1.lbot-road. Bays: 
water.

New FOREST NEIGHBOURHOOD.Com-
fortable APARTMENTS. -Board if required.—

HEARD, " Thornlands,”’ Totton, Southampton. •

HE ANCHORAGE, St. Abbs, Berwickshire.
—Comfortable board. Moderate. Sea view, golf, 

tennis. Members. Woman’s March. 182EL Cows.

TO BE LET OR SOLD.

CHELSEA.—TWO NICE UNIURNISIIED
ROOMS in old-fashioned house. No other 

lodgers. 10s. 6d. No bathroom. Lady engaged during 
day preferred.—,. Royal Hospital-rond. -

OMFORTABLE BEDROOM, with partial 
board, for lady engaged during the day. Apply 

evenings after 7, or Saturday afternoon, 50, Hewitt-rond, 
Harringay, N.

Eastbourne.—Member offers FLAT or 
IOOMS facing sea. Magnificent view. Mod-

erate. Mrs. NOTLEY, 39, Gilredge-road.

OUSE TO LET. Semi-detached, 7 rooms, 
conservatory. 1 Picturesquely built. One mile 

from New Forest and one from Ringwood. Rent £20.— 
Apply GHRIHES, Ringwood, Hants.

NEW SOUTHGATE.— FURNISH ED SIT- 
TING and BEDROOM, bathroom. Near trams.

trains, ‘buses, 8s.—L. W akefield road.

Ramsay, isle of MAN—FURNISHED
HOUSE TO LET, with modern conveniences.— 

Apply Mrs. SHEPHERD, Cornucopia.

O BUSINESS WOMEN.—Large,, comfortable
Bedroom (suit two). Bright, congenial society. 

Bath, piano, good living. Board inclusive, 13s. 6d. each. 
—83, Clapham-road, S.W.

IIi LET, TWO SITTING-ROOMS, TWO 
BEDROOMS. Moderate terms. Recommended 

by Suffragettes.— Apply Mrs. WILIS, W tern. Cottage. 
Hanley Swan, Worcester.

WANTED.

A CTIVI PARTNER, with between £300- 
CA. £500, to develop wholesale cigarette and cigar 
business, required. No agents.—Please apply I.L., 120, 
Sheringham-avenue, Manor Park, Essex.

VAJANTED, LADY or GENTLEMAN to 
“VY INVEST £400 to place now resillient tyre on 
market. Extraordinary possibilities. A car filed with 
this tyre would create an enormous sensation and give 
notoriety to owners.— Address, Can, c/o Smith s, 10, High 
Holborn.

ANTED.—A Lady would like to share 
UNFURNISHED or FURNISHED FLAT with 

other lady.—Apply Box 300, THE SDFFILAGEITE, Lineoin'* 
Inn House, Kingsway.

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS.
A/EMBER, lonely, would like another to 
I SHARE HOME. High ground, south aspect, 
Reading. Every comfort, good servant, low terms.— 
Box 302, THB SUFFRAGETTE.

ANTED, SMALL UNFURNISHED
MODERN HOUSE. Garden. Golder's Green or 

Wimbledon.— Full details. Box 194, THE SUFYRAGRTTB, 
Lincoln's Inn House, Kingsway, W.C.

WANTED, WOMAN CHAUFFEUR, part 
time preferred. Cyclecar. S.E. and S.W. Suit- 

able person might be trained.— Reply, stating salary ex- 
pected. Box 192, THR SUFFRAGETTE, Lincoln's Inn House, 
Kingsway, W.C.

SITUATIONS WANTED.

Governess (22) DESIRES TEMPORARY
ENGAGEMENT until May 15. Would undertake 

any duties. Excellent testimonials.—JAR YI8, Steening, 
Sussex.

ADY SEEKS POST as COMPANION-
4 HELP where servant kept. Fond of children, 

good needlewoman, thoroughly domesticated. - Good 
reference.— Box 198, Tun , SUFFRAGETTE, Lincoln’s Inn 
House, Kingsway, W.C.

ADY SEEKS POST AS HOUSEKEEPER.
or position trust (where she could have her boy 

103 part holidays); is thoroughly domesticated, good 
cook, needlewoman, fond of nursing, cheerful, and 
artistic.—Box 172, THE SUYYRAGETTH Office, Lincoln’s Inn 
House, Kingsway.

Tg'AILOR-MADE COSTUMES—Latest West- 
. End and Paris styles, at moderate prices. 
Highly recommended by members of W.S.P.U. Patterns.
sent on applications. H. NELISSEN, Ladies' ‘Tailor, 1i, 
Great Titchfield street,oxford-street,. W. (near 
Waring's).

ADIES TAILOR. DINSLAGE. 10, Upper
4 - Baker-street, W. Fit guaranteed and best 

workmanship, and good materials. Personal supervision.

ANOVER, 41A, Ebury-street. Grosvenor- 
gardens, S.W., s HABIT MAKER, LADIES' 

TAILOR, COSTUMIER, and FURRIER. Highest work- 
manship. Fit guaranteed. Recommended by Hon. Mrs. 
Havertield, Miss Vera Holmes, and other members.

ELECTROLYSIS, Etc.

Antiseptic electrolysis scientifically 
and effectually performed. It is theonly per- 

manent cure for Superfluous Hair. Highest medical 
references. Special terms to those engaged in teaching, 
clerical work, etc. ■ Consultation free. Miss MARION 
LINDSAY, 35, Cam bridge-place, Norfolksquare, W. Tele- 
phone: Paddington 3307.

AIR TREATMENT and Advice prescribed. 
Consultations 2 to 6 daily (Saturdays excepted).

—M. CLAUDB DE NEUVHLB, Hair Specialist, 26, High-street.
New Oxford-street. W.

DRAGE’S "SIMPLE" SYSTEM 
enables you to Furnish your home out of income, 
and at the same time you get guaranteed furni
ture. These are two of the many advantages of 
D RAGE’S WAY.

‘

TOILET REQUISITES.

RECOMMENDED BY W.S.P.U.
" THE MEREST SMEAR with a moistenti . 

sufficient. ' "CUITONE,” a . delighinn," rush is 
dentifrice, will under these conditions Inst 6 ned 
1s. 6d., and •• makes the teeth as white as drivenntha for 
THOMAS BALYOI AND Co., No. 2, New Southgate. W"

PROFESSIONAL AND
EDUCATIONAL.

DA MOOBE.—LESSONS in SING)
Voice Production, Diction.—100, BeauoAING. 

sions, London. iian

(~ IOLONIA LS and 
. Train at Lovegrove’s 
Write prospectus.—KATE 
Reading.

WOMEN FARMERS 
Dairy and Poultry Farm 
LELACMEUz, Checkendon,

ARDENING FOR HEALTH.—Ladies
2 ceived, charming country residence. Eleva, 

position. Laicient instruction month or term. In. 
ual consideration.— PEAKE, Udimore, Rye. "-

PIANO and HARMONY LESSONS, visitin, 
or at own studio, by experienced teacher” 

Write X, care of THE SUFFRAGETTE, Lincoln’s Inn Homs. 
Kingsway.

IANO, VIOLIN. Ex-pupil Royal College o 
Music. Highest certificates : and testimonial. 

Visits or gives lessons at studio. Chelsen.— Apply noy 
182, THB SUFFRAGETTE, Lincoln’s Inn House, Kingsway

PRACTICAL INSTRUCTION given on
Utility Poultry Farm, 16 acres. Incubation 

rearing, fattening for market. Terms moderate.—SPoxd/ 
Felbridge Poultry Farm, East Grinstead, Sussex. .

[2
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DRAGE’S deliver all 
furniture on payment 
of the first monthly 
instalment and give 
you a Free Life and 
Fire Insurance which 
covers you from all 
loss. This system is 
often imitated but has 
never been equalled 
by any of DRAGE’S 
Competitors.

DRAGE’S System is 
still “The Simple 
System.**

DRAGE’S “SIMPLE” 
TERMS

£10 0 0
20 0 0
50 0 0

Month
£0 6 0
0 10 0 
1 60

Goods 
Value 

£75 0 0 
100 0 0
200 0 0

Month

2 2 0

Additional amounts pro rata

Delivery Free

W.C

FINE " WELCH " DRESSER 
in Solid Oak, finished Fumed 

or Antique. £4:4:0

in Great Britain

TO GIRLS SEEKING A USEFUL AND ATIRACI 
CALLING.

Anstey COLLEGE FOR physical
TRAINING and HYGIENE, ERDINGTON 

WARWICKSHIRE, offers a full professional training in 
the following subjects: Swedish ducational and Medi. 
cal Gymnastics, Esthetic Dancing, Folk Dancing, 
Swimming, Games, Anatomy, Hygiene, &c.

GOOD POSTS OBTAINED AFTER TRAINING.

npO SUFFRAGIST SPEAKERS—Miss ROSA 
— LEO, Honorary. Instructor in Voice Production 

and Public Speaking to the W.S.P.U. Speakers’ Class, 
requests those desirous of joining her private cla ssea or 
taking private lessons, to communicate with her hy 
letter to 45. Ashworth-mansions. Elgin-avenue, W. 

Separate classes for men. Mr. Israel Zangwili writes: - 
" Thanks to your teaching, I spoke nearly an hour at 
the Albert Hall without weariness. . . . while my 
voice carried to every part of the ball.”

MISCELLANEOUS.

NY AMOUNT of Children's, Indies’
Gentlemen’s Blouses, Boots, Smart Costumes, 

Frocks, Underlinen, Trousers, and Suits bought. Utinest 
value remitted. Suffragette.— DRESS AGENCY, 163, 
Battersea-rise, S.W.

ECHSTEIN UPRIGHT GRAND PIANO.
bargain. Also Piano-player—11, Parkhurat-roal, 

Holloway.

Boneless cobsets. Unbreakable. Sup- 
port without pressure. List frce.—KNITTI)

CORSET COMPANY, Nottingham.

RINK delicious SALUTARIS GINCEI
ALE. Absolutely safe; made from distilled 

water.—Ask your grocer or write Salutaris Company, 
236, Fulhum-road, "London, S.W. (mentioning this ad- 
vertisement).

Write for the finest Illustrated 
Furniture Catalogue ever published, 
which will be sent you post free.

Eyelashes.—Long, silky eyelashes and
fine eyebrows make the face sweet and attrac 

tive. Every woman should use" Lashade, which pr- 
duces wonderful results, 2s. 6d. per jar.—ESTELLE, 56, 
Mortimer-street, W.

DAVID DRAGE & S2N
230 HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON,

NEXT HOLBORN TUBE STATION

ADY RECOMMENDS COOK for light place.
Early riser. Excellent plain cooking. Age 60. 

Could look after single lady or gentleman in Mat.— 
Apply Mrs. F. BLYTH, Boxmoor, Herts.

POULTRY AND PROVISIONS.

LAUNDRY.

A MODEI, LAUNDRY.—Family work a 
speciality. Dainty fabrics of every description 

treated with special care. Flannels and silks washed in 
distilled water. No chemicals used. Best labour only 
employed. Prompt collections: prompt deliveries.- 
BULLENS. Cressy House Laundry, Reynoids-road, Acton 
Green, W.

OLD OAK FARM LAUNDRY. 3. Bloem- 
fontcin-avenue. Shepherd’s Bush, W. Tel.:

494 Chiswick. Best family work only. Hand washed. 
Electric fittings, preventing fumes and dust. All 
clothes aired in dry-air cupboards.—Manageress, Mrs. 
PURDY, M. W.S.P.U.," With the kind permission of Mrs. 
Purdy, a pleasant meeting, addressed by Mrs. Smith- 
wick, was held in Old Oak Farm Laundry. This re- 
suited in most of the workers joining the Hammersmith 
contingent of the deputation."

LARA STRONG, 84, Elspeth road, Clapham
Junction.—SMART MILLINERY from 6s. 11d. 

Special hats to order. Selection sent approval.

FgHE NEW GROSVENOR LAUNDRY. 55.
Stafford-road, South Acton. W., UNDERTAKE 

FAMILY WORK ONLY; flannels washed in distilled 
water; all linen thoroughly sterilised; open-air drying 
ground; highest class work at moderate prices. Tele- 
phone: 10 Chiswick.

DRESSMAKING.

RESH FISH (carriage paid).—Cleaned and 
prepared for cooking. Send 1s. 6d. for 41b. choice 

parcel.—TAB QUALITY FISH SUPPLY Co., Dept. E, Aberdeen.

JEWELLERY.

Educated german gentleman wants
to exchange German-English essons.—Write 

‘ Hampstead,” THE SUFFRAGETTE, Lincoln’s Inn House, 
Kingsway, W.C.

Fresh FISH, DIRECT FROM THE
STEAMER. Sent off immediately after being 

landed. Dressed for cooking. Carriage Paid. Special 
Terms to Schools, Convents, and Institutions. Choice 
rarcels, value2. 6.. 3s., 4s., 5s., and upwards—Write lor 
circular to Secretary

ENTERPRISE FISHING CO. (Dept. M), ABERDEEN.

Funerals and cremations condictel 
to and from the country. Rolls-Royce motor 

‘hearse. Embalming.—E. HALFOED MILL.8, 10, Heatir
street, Hampstead. N.W. Telephone, Hampstead 24 
Telegrams, " Funebrisphone, London."i

ANDICRATTS AND POTTERY.Hand- 
weavings, copper work, basket work, leather 

work, wrought iron, lace, jewellery, pobery.TT 
HANDICRAFT AND POTTERY SHOT, 56, Lymingtontoa", 
Finchley road, N.W.

HY ■ KEEP USELESS -JEWELLERY:
The large London market enables ROBINSON 

BROTHERS, of 5, Hampstead-road. Loudon, W., and 127, 
Fenchurch street, L.C., to give the best prices for Gold,

-idl: AuEP:C--tu. WE-,ial any lorm, coudiO:, 
or quantity. Licensed valuers and appraisers. Tele, 
phone: 2036 North. All parcels, offer or cash by return 
of post.

BUSINESS.

E. JARVIS, 10, Holland-street, Kensing.
e ton. Stationer, Newsagent, and Printer.— 

SOFYRAGETTH and VOTs F02 WOMEN always in stock.

(00 HANDBILLS, 58.; violet ink, 1s.
$ WV extra. Cash, carriage paid,—-JANA SxYIHE, 

Printer, Wolverhampton.

Hairs, moles, and all F \CIAL
BLEMISHES permanently, painlessly, r 

out scars, removed by Mrs. RAIPORD personally, 
terms on half holidays for working girls.—100,b . 
street.

OLD FALSE TEETH.—We give highest nos- 
sible price for above. Offers made, and, ‘ 

accepted, teeth returned. Dealers in old Gold oryr 
in any form. Bankers’ references.—WOOLFAL", ANP -0 
Southport.

PhDIGREH""neEEReRFMWatd"s.,"ni
SUFFRAGETTH, .Lincoln’s Inn House, Kingsway.

RACTICAI. DAIRY AND POULTRY
FARMING TAUGHT on a ladies’ farm.. A PrO: 

ftable occupation, adaptable for home or the Cologres 
—Free booklet from Mrs. D. DUTTON, Springhall, Saw: 
bridgeworth.

SELLING OUT.HIGH-CLASS TURNI
.TURE at low price. Mustbe sold.—APPLY 

mornings or by appointment, 174, Fernhead-rond, Pad 
dington.________.-_____ - 4 
TE WOMEN’S TEA CO., 9. Mincing-laur
I E.C. (Gibbons Sisters), are prepared to send. 

Bazaars, Meetings, etc., Tea, Coflee, Cocoa, Chocolal - 
for sale or return.
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