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THE LABOUR CONFERENCE.
THE first Conference - of the re-constructed 

Labour Party shows that the war fever which 
seized the movement in 1914 has now run its 
courseand disappeared. Insular prejudice, 
narrow nationalism, remain fixedly enough in 
some quarters ; but the fierce passion of jingoism 
has gone, and even the men who at one time 
seethed and burned with it can no longer flog 
themselves into the fiery utterances of a few 
months ago. Passion has given way to a weary 
hopeless boredom in those who thrilled with it. 
All the enthusiasm and driving force apparent in 
the Conference (and indeed there was but too 
little of these precious ingredients anywhere) had 
passed to the growing section, already ceasingito be 
a minority, which opposes the war, and to the 
minority of that section which clearly realises the 
war as an inevitable chapter in the evolutionary 
class struggle, now carrying humanity onward 
from capitalism into socialism.

The Conference opened tamely. Mr. Purdy, 
the chairman, tritely conventional as a company 
director addressing shareholders, warned us against 
disrupting the Labour movement, and told us that 
all its plans of reconstruction depended on " win- 
ning the war." He described it in well worn 
stereotyped phrases as a fight of " right against 
might," “ justice against injustice," “democracy 
against autocracy "—phrases which are meant 
to be, but were not, punctuated with applause. 
Fred Bramley informed us that there are 5,300 
electoral seats to be contested in London and, 
though some men occupy several seats, there is a 
population of 3,500 elected persons in the London 
area. Appalling thought! Mr. Henderson tried 
with little success, to raise a laugh by saying he 
made " no apology for the attack " which Labour 
is making on the University seats by nominating 
four candidates to contest them. Throughout 
the country 301 Labour candidates had already 
been adopted and the Executive would impose no, 
limit upon the number. He slid easily and with 
evident satisfaction into the details of finance ; the 
members’ subscription was being raised from 
1s. to 2s. per annum, and £20,000 would be raised 
thereby. Mr. Sexton, with the piteous buffooneries 
which have grown on him so swiftly of late, half 
jesting, half angry, spluttering out the names 
of Ponsonby, Morel, Lord Haldane, was in- 
terrupted by cries of ‘ What's the matter with 
Garvin %" and was understood to complain that 
the list of candidates was of such a character that 
the Executive was afraid to publish it. Perhaps 
the conflicting incoherent composition of the list 
accounted in some measure for the lack of en- 
thusiasm and the sense of boring unreality so 
noticeable during the greater part of the Con- 
ference. Or was it that whilst the war over- 
shadows everything, the Conference was attempt- 
ing to ignore the international tragedy and to 
discuss what the Party will do when other forces 
have ended it ?

THE POLITICAL TRUCE. •
The first great fight of the Conference came 

when Mr. Henderson moved, the adoption of the 
paragraph in the Executive Committee's report 
dealing with the Political Truce. The paragraph 
ran as follows :—

The Executive Committee reported, both to the 
Bristol and Manchester Conferences, that soon after 
the oubreak of war a political truce was entered into 
by representatives of the Liberal Party, the Conserva- 
tive Party, and our own Party, wherein it was agreed 
that in the event of any Parliamentary vacancies 
occurring there should be no contested elections. 
In the first instance the truce held good until 
January 1st, 1915. It was subsequently renewed at 
various dates until December 31st, 1916, when the ' 
other Parties sought to import conditions into the 
agreement which the Party Executive were not 
prepared to accept. There has, therefore, been no 
written compact since the end of 1916. Throughout 
the intervening period, however, the Executive 
Committee has felt that the circumstances of the 
times were such that it was altogether desirable that 
the spirit of the truce should be observed even in the 
absence of any written agreement. Nevertheless, 
on several occasions our affiliated organisations in 
constituencies where vacancies have occurred have 
accepted the Executive's view with the greatest 
reluctance, and, indeed, in the Keighley and Wansbeck 
Divisions the local organisations determined to 
contest the vacancies despite the Executive's recom- 
mendation. In the early part of the present year the 
Executive, therefore, discussed the whole position 
anew, and decided that the Conference should be 
invited to record their opinion by discussing and 
voting upon the following resolution :—

" That this Conference of the Labour Party 
accepts the recommendation of the Party Executive : 
that the existence of the political truce should be no 
longer recognised” ' ‘
Mr. Henderson, speaking withanger in his 

voice, said that it was no fault of the Labour

Party's Executive that the signed truce had not 
continued down to that very day ; it was the fault 
of members of the present Government, who had 
insisted upon altering the wording of the truce 
in such a way that the Labour Party Executive 
had refused to sign the written instrument, though 
it decided to adhere to the truce in actual fact 
just as before. The existence of the truce had 
evidently given satisfaction to Mr. Henderson; 
he declared that the Party had derived advantage 
from it, since under its operations, the election 
of several members had been secured. He thought 
it was the unanimous wish of the Executive that 
the need for a resolution to withdraw from the 
political truce should never have arisen ; but 
the Executive, in its refusal to enfringe the non- 
existent truce by fighting elections, was being set 
at defiance by the Local Labour Parties and the 
candidates in the constituencies. Mr. Tillett had 
fought and won at Salford. Elections had been 
fought at Keighley and Wansbeck. Therefore 
this recommendation had been made, but " no 
member of ' the Executive would' lose 2 night's 
sleep" if it were rejected by the Conference. 
Was Mr. Henderson insinuating that it should be 
rejected? He carefully explainedthat the with- 
drawal from the truce was intended to apply only 
to by-elections and must be understood to operate 
only in that sense. Mr. Henderson again said, 
as he had done at Blackpool and Nottingham, 
that so far as he personally was concerned, he 
would never again enter a Government not con- 
trolled by the Labour Party ; yet, as before, he 
expressed himself as opposed to bringing the other 
Labour members out of the Government, though 
undoubtedly he said that less definitely than at 
previous conferences. If at any time the Party 
should break with the Coalition Government, 
he thought this should be done on the floor of the 
House of Commons, not by the Conference. He 
thought that such action by the Conference 
would react on the Labour movement, and that 
the less the Labour movement had to do with 
wrecking governments during the war the sooner 
there would be a Labour Government. He 
said :—

" I hold very strongly the opinion—and that is 
why during the last twelve months I have declined 
to take any action which would have this effect— 
that it is unwise to bring this Government out and 
put in a Government whose policy you might know 
little about. . ..the last thing the Labour Party ought 
to do is to make itself responsible, having regard to 
its small representation in the House of Commons, 
for putting one Government out without knowing 
what the Government was that would replace it."

The declaration is important. It dissociates 
Mr. Henderson from Mr. MacDonald's plan (out- 
lined in the June issue of The Socialist Review) 
of forming a new Coalition Government under 
Lord Lansdowne. We believe we are right in 
assuming that Mr. Snowden joins with Mr. 
MacDonald in the Lansdowne programme, but we 
doubt whether it can be called the official policy 
of the I. L. P. We recommend the I. L. P. to 
make its position clear. Whilst disagreeing with 
Mr. Henderson on most points, we are glad that 
he is not at present prepared to accept a Lans- 
downe coalition. We say at present, for he is 
not in any degree endowed with the character of 
tenacious independence, and even this statement 
of his is a qualified one. It is generally said that 
he hopes for an early premiership. Will he 
obtain it ? He will certainly not ' set the Thames 
'on fire " if he does.

Mr. Henderson seems to be incapable of 
imagining the emancipation of Labour from the 
habit of judging politics from the capitalist stand- 
point. Nevertheless, - he appears to believe that 
a Labour Government on the lines of those which 
have already held office in the Overseas Dominions 
can be secured. We need scarcely point out that 
the W. M. Hughes’ Government in Australia is 
by no means a socialist Government. We desire 
to see British working class opinion stimulated to 
demand something very much better than that.
- Robert Smillie was on his feet almost before 
Henderson had concluded. He was amazed to 
learn that the politic ,1 truce had had no existence 
since 1916. He reproached the Executive with 
having deceived the miners, when it refused to aid 
them to retain Wansbeck as a miner’s seat, 
pretending that the existence of a truce which did 
not exist prevented the Executive from giving 
support. The miners would have won the Wans- 
beck election, but for the fact that it was announced 
that the Labour Party was against the miners' 
candidate. Mr. Henderson had said he would 
not turn out the Government without knowing 
what Government would succeed it. Itwould 
be impossible to secure a worse government than 
the present. He would guarantee to find a better 
one by walking round that hall blindfold.

TO BRING THE LABOUR MEN OUT OF THE 
GOVERNMENT.

The hall now rang with cheers; the atmo- 
sphere was turbulent; numbers of people were 
trying to speak. Sylvia Pankhurst moved on 
behalf of the B.S.P. an addendum to the resolu- 
tion: lt To add the words, 1 And that the Labour 
members be withdrawn from the Qovernime.nL’ "

The Chairman ruled the amendment out of 
order, on the ground that as the resolution formed 
part of the Executive Committee’s report, it could 
not be altered by the Conference. Obviously, the 
Labour movement stultifies it self by limiting its 
freedom of action and allowing discussion to be 
stifled in this way.

The mover replied that she would address her 
remarks to. the resolution, but the Chairman 
advised her to move to refer back the entire 
paragraph. . She agreed to take this course, and 
proceeded to do so, though repeatedly and amaz- 
ingly interrupted by the Chairman, who seemed 
to forget that it is the duty of a Chairman to be 

. impartial., Amidst general excitement, which was 
heightened by the Chairman's conduct, the mover 
stated that large sections of the Labour movement 
had viewed with shame the measures which the 
Labour ministers, who were supposed to represent 
them, had apparently thought it necessary to 
support. They had supported Conscription, the 
Defence of the Realm Act, and now agreed to the 
industrial conscription which was everywhere 
becoming an accomplished fact (cheers). As one 
went about the country one was constantly met 
by the words : " You have to keep very quiet 
now ” uttered by men in the Labour movement 
who feared that if they took part in any industrial 
or political activity, if they endeavoured to 
maintain their individual or collective rights, 
their exemptions would be cancelled and they 
would be forced into the Army. Our comrade 
Mainwaring in South Wales, as a result of 
moving a resolution, had been fined £50, with the 
alternative of two months' imprisonment. 
Everyone knows what that means. The Labour 
ministers had tacitly accepted the execution of 
Connolly and the deportations on the Clyde. 
They had even voted against the agricultural 
labourers’* plea for a 30s. weekly minimum wage. 
Lovd cheers here checked the speaker, and Mr. 
Purdy stood up declaring that she was out of 
order. She explained that by adhering to the 
political truce the Labour Party was making 
itself responsible for every action of the Govern- 
ment; for its odious foreign policy ; for the Secret 
Treaties pledging the Allies to fight for territorial 
annexations, raw materials, ports and trade- 
routes. Prince Arthur of Connaught was even 
now in Japan presenting a field marshal's baton 
to the Mikado-—a military symbol 1 The Times 
and others were connecting this event with the 
proposed invasion of Siberia; one could draw 
one's own conclusions! This action against our 
Russian comrades was taking place now and the 
British Labour Party was sharing the responsi- 
bility, as it would undoubtedly be reminded by 
the other Parties later on.

But Mr. Purdy had been for some time on his 
feet attempting to shout down the speaker, and 
complaining that the Conference did not desire 
to be taken all over the world. The speaker pro- 
tested that this was one of the reasons why Labour 
should fight the Government at by elections, 
and in spite of an interruption from the Chairman 
at every sentence, she proceeded briefly to lay bare 
the Government’s policy regarding China and 
Japan, quoting the revelations of The Times 
Peking correspondent who has shown that the 
Allies have encouraged civil war in - China by 
backing the autocratic northern faction against 
the democratic Parliamentarian south, which 
had resulted in Japanese control of China's 
Army finances, telegraphs, and so on, and 
encouraged the revival . of the corrupting 
opium traffic—all in the effort to secure an 
invasion of Socialist Russia by Chinese and 
Japanese troops. Finally shouted down from the 
discussion of foreign policy by the Chairman, 
she returned to domestic affairs, pointing out 
that whilst Labour supports the Government, it 
is responsible for all that the Government does, 
the unchecked profiteering, the unprecedented 
rate of interest paid on War Loan, the torture of 
C.O.s, the neglect of disabled soldiers, the in- 
adequate pensions and allowances, the attempt to 
force conscription upon Ireland and for the War 
itself, the refusal to negotiate and the appalling 
casualty lists.

Then came the luncheon interval. The Con- 
ference reassembled in a mood of quietude scarcely 
broken by some cheers which greeted the state-

Continued on page 1033.
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. PEACE AND WAR
. PROSPECTS.

VON KUHLMANN’S SPEECH.
■ In his speech to the Reichstag on June 24th, Von 
Kuhlmann spoke with a certain caution concerning 

■ Russia. In view of the “ revolutionary phenomena 
of immense scope, almost unprecedented in the 
world’s history" which have appeared in Russia, 
the guiding line of German policy, he said, is “ close 
observation ” and “ wise reserve." Kuhlmann pre- 
tended that the German occupation of Livonia was 
entered upon in response to Livonia’s plea for help, 
and “ to replace the regime of terror, carried on there 
by the Bed Guards by a regime of peace and order." 
Alas for the hypocrisy of capitalist diplomats. Kuhl- 

’ mann asked : " Will the war last beyond the autumn 
and winter or beyond next year," and quoted Von 
Moltke’s words in 1890, that a war between the great 
Powers might last 7 or even 30 years. He denied 
the oft-repeated assertion that Germany made the 
war to achieve world domination. But Ms most 
important statement was that "in view of the 
enormous magnitude of this coalition war, in view 
of the number of Powers, including those from 
overseas, involved in it, an absolute end can hardly 
be expected through purely military decisions alone, 
without any diplomatic negotiations. Our position 
on the battlefields, our enormous reserves in military 
resources, our situation and determination at home 
permit us to use suchlanguage.”

But Kuhlmann was not at present disposed to 
make any peace proposals. He complained that 
every overture had been greeted by the Allies as a 
- trap,” and, paraphrasing Mr. Balfour’s words, he 
said that if a proposal, couched in unambiguous 
terms and resting on a firm foundation, were made to 
the German Government, it would not fall on deaf 
ears. He declined to make any statement on the 
Belgianquestion because Mr. Balfour had said that 
an agreement as to that would in no way exhaust the 
stock of British or Allied wishes. So we get no 
further with these political jugglers who control the 
world’s governments. Their disinterested pro- 
fessions are obviously false; were they really sincere 
they would long ago have reached an agreement.

AUSTRIAN SOCIALISTS’ REPLY TO ALLIED. 
TERMS.

The Austrian Socialists have sent a sympathetic 
reply to the Allied Socialists’ War Aims Memoran- 
dum. They state:—

1. We approve theidea of ft League of Nations; 
’ 2. We demand the transformation of Austria- 

Hungary into a confederation of autonomous.
. nations. 2

‘ 3. We demand the restoration and indemnifica- 
tion of Belgium. .

4? We believe that a completely democratic 
peace will settle, in the sense of the right of nations 
to decide their own destinies, the questions of 
Alsace-Lorraine, Italy, Poland, Turkey, and the 
tropical colonies.

. The Majority Socialists of Austria have shown 
themselves to be better Internationalists than the 
Majority Socialists of the Allied countries. They 
have refrained from setting our Empire in order 
instead of their own.

THE CONSCRIPTION OF WOMEN.
We believe that unless peace comes, the industrial 

conscription of women will not be long delayed for • 
the nation is being drained of able-bodied men. 
On July 1st Mr. Prothero declared that the " over- 
whelming need ” for men for the Army “ over, 
powers every other .consideration even that of food,” 
and that all occupational grounds for exemption of 
agriculture are therefore withdrawn. Nevertheless,, 
he urged that if the farmers who had ploughed up 
additional acres, on the guarantee that labour 
would be secured to them, should choose to say they 
had been betrayed, they would have a large amount 
of justification for the complaint.. What will be the 
Government’s answer to the bitter complaint of 
farmers and manufacturers ? It will be to con- 
scribe women. It is perhaps thought that functions 
such as the silver wedding pageant of women war 
workers, will remove the sting from the coming 
compulsion. .

WILL JAPAN AGREE?
The Times in a leader on Prince Arthur’s visit to 

Japan, urges a Japanese invasion of Russia. It 
quotes a statement of the Japanese paper Asahi 
that educated Russians desire such an invasion and 
that the only practical method is to march step by 
step. A press telegram reported recently that 
Japan has declined the project, but those who are 
determined to everthrow Russian Socialism, continue 
to urge the invasion.

The Berne correspondent of Le Populaire of 
June 30th, says: “ We learn that the'only opposition 
to the peace made by the Rumanian bourgeoisie 
with the German imperialism was offered by our 
Socialist comrades. All the Socialist leaders have 
been arrested and their paper suppressed."

1 EUREKA!
Mr. Outhwaite (L.) ■ cited the advertisement in a 

Manchester paper of " a War Aims Meeting" in 
which the list of speakers was headed by a person 
described as a conjuror. Capt. Guest (L.), Joint 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Treasury : " I admit 
the form is somewhat injudicious."

GERMAN PRISONERS RATIONS.
June 27th.—Mr. Macpherson stated that the 

scale of rations for German prisoners of war in this 
country has been reduced to 4 oz. of meat on three 
days a week; no butter, margarine or milk is issued. 
The boots they get are old Army boots which are 
unfit to be repaired for the troops. New boots, or 
boots which can be repaired for any purpose, are 
never issued. Clogs are issued when the supply of 
old Army boots is insufficient.

MEN OVER 44.
Mr. Rendall asked whether men between 44 and 53 

who enrol at the Labour Exchanges, will be safe- 
. guarded till work can be found for them. Mr. Beck, 

" Certainly not... .certain opportunities are offered 
to men of the older ages and of low medical categories, 
but there is no question of finding work for the men 
and thus depriving the Army of their services.”

a WIDOWS' SONS.
Mr. R. McNeill mentioned the case of a widow with 

fourteen children; her three eldest sons joined the 
- Army, one is killed, one wounded ; the family business 

was kept going by the fourth son who was 18 in 
August, and has now been called up owing to the 
Tribunal having no power to continue the exemption 
under the present rules. Mr. Macpherson would do, 

' nothing in view of the urgent need for men.

PARLIAMENT AS WE SEE IT
June 24th.—Mr. Hogge (L.) asked whether the * LEAGUE OF NATIONS.

Government had received a protest from the Russian Asked whether Viscount Grey’s pamphlet was 
Soviet against the conscription of Russian subjects submitted to the Censor, Mr. Bonar Law said that
in this country ? Lord R. Cecil (U.) replied that the the Ministry of Information had given it a wide
protest is being considered, adding that Russian . circulation in neutral and enemy countries. Mr
subjects are being called up to serve in labour Brace said it did not come under Regulation 270
′ Y*7i because it dealt with the state of the world after

peace has been made, though Mr. King pointed out 
that the Regulation included pamphlets " intended 
or likely to be used, for propaganda purposes in 
relation to this present war and the making of 
peace."

battalions.
POLISH FREEDOM.

Mr. King asked that a copy of the decree issued by 
the Russian Provisional Government on March 29th, 
1917, proclaiming the independence of Poland as a 
whole, including that part then in enemy occupation, 
be laid on the table of the House of Commons. 
Lord R. Cecil : " The answer is in the negative."

STATE REGULATION OF VICE.
Mr. Lees-Smith (L.) asked whether women charged 

under D.O.R.A. 40 D. at Eastbourne and Newport 
Pagnell with having sexual intercourse with a soldier 
while having venereal disease, have had their names 
and addresses published, while the name of the 
infected soldier has been withheld; and, if so, whether 
instructions will be given that either the names of 
both the man and the woman be published or both 
kept private. Mr. Brace (Lab.) :" The Home Office 
has no authority either to compel or to prevent the 
publication of the names of defendants and witnesses." 
Mr. Lees-Smith further asked that women charged 
under Regulation 40D. be in all cases informed that 
there is no power to compel them to submit to a 
medical examination against their will. Mr. Brace : 
" The Home Secretary has no authority to give 
instructions of this kind to magistrates, and no 
information has reached the Home Office to show that 
the issue of any circular on this subject is called for." 1

PRISON TREATMENT.
Mr. King asked the Home Secretary whether his 

attention has been’called to the treatment of a young 
woman remanded to Holloway prison for travelling 
on May 23rd and following days without a railway 

. ticket; whether she was placed in a padded cell and 
forcibly fed, left for hours sobbing and crying, praying 
to God aloud, so that other prisoners could hear her, 
and without water and insufficiently clad; and 
whether any inquiry, other than asking the Governor 
and prison officials for a report, has been or will be 
made. Mr. Brace said that he was satisfied that the 
allegations were “malicious “and untrue." The 
prisoner is now in Goodmayes Asylum: . •

FOREIGN POLICY.
On the Consolidated Fund Bill, Mr. Lloyd George 

asserted that whilst M. Kerensky had repre- 
sented Russia as a whole, no one now represents 
the whole of Russia, there being “ de facto Govern- 
ments all over the place." Yet Mr. Lloyd George is 
supposed to be in favour of local Parliaments in 
England, Scotland, Wales, and Ireland. Let him 
compare the sizes of Russia and Britain ! After 

’ enlarging on German brutality towards Russia he said : 
“ There is practically only one country that has 
access to Russia on a great scale and that is Japan. 
My hon. friend knows the difficulties with regard to 
that just as well as anybody. I am not sure that I 
can add anything which would be useful now. .. .No 
one knows better than he does the difficulty of really 

. giving information on the subject as to what is going 
on, and he will forgive me, I know, if I do not go any 
further." These words are of sinister omen. Mr. 
Lloyd George further said that three-fifths of the 
Austrian population were completely out of sym- 
pathy with the objects of the war. Mr. D. Mason 
said that Baron Burian, on behalf of Austria- 
Hungary, had made a very distinct invitation to 
conclude a peace with us and our Allies. He hoped, 
this would besympathetically considered by the 
Government. Lord R. Cecil (Minister of Blockade) 
said that Baron Burian’s statement was: ‘‘They 
would always find us ready to enter into discussions 
to conclude a peace which would be acceptable and 
honourable for both sides." It did not impress him 
very much as a serious contribution towards peace 
discussions.

" NOT SAFE" 1
June 25th.—Mr. Morrell (L.) asked the Chief 

Secretary for Ireland why the Irish political prisoners 
were not allowed to receive visits from their friends 
according to the ordinary practice in such cases. Mr. 
Shortt : " Because it is not considered safe."

31,162 LIMBLESS SOLDIERS.
From the Ministry of Pensions it was stated that 

up to the end of May, 18,307 disabled soldiers had 
been fitted or were, in process of being fitted, with 
artificial limbs and 12,855 were still unfitted.

M. NABOKOFF.
Lord R. Cecil: " The moneys advanced to M. 

Nabokof are regarded in the light of a temporary 
advance to be reclaimed later from the Russian 
Government.” Which Russian Government ? -From 
a Government which repudiates him ?

THE "OPEN DOOR” ?
Sir C. Hobhouse asked whether a Japanese syn- 

dicate has obtained" possession or control of an 
important iron mining concession in the Yangste 
River area, " which is more particularly reserved 
for British enterprise.” Lord R. Cecil: “ His • 
Majesty’s Government are aware that negotiations 
are proceeding for the acquisition by a Japanese 
syndicate of the Feng Huang Shan iron mines near 
Nanking. .. . The mines are situated in the Yangtse 
River area, which His Majesty’s Government has 
always regarded as their special sphere of interest 

- in China, in the sense that British subjects.possess a 
prior claim to the favourable consideration by the 
Chinese authorities of applications which they may 
make for industrial concessions in that region; but 
they are of opinion that neither British nor any 
other foreign claims to spheres of interest in China 
should be pressed so far as to be inconsistent with 
the principle of the open door.’ ”

MONEY AND MEN.
• In the debate on Supply the Minister of National 

i Service, Sir A. Geddes, estimated that by the end 
of the year on salaries alone there would be an 
average saving of £120,000 a month, owing to reduc. 
tion of staff due to the absorbtion into his Depart, 
ment of the War Office Recruiting Department and 
other Departments. How much are they spending 
now ?-

The Prime Minister said that the need for men 
for the Army was very serious. " It is perfectly 
true that the Americans are coming and are pre. 
pared to be brigaded with our divisions. But that 
is on the distinct understanding that when the new 
comb-out materialises, the men who come in will 

stake the place of the Americans, so that they can 
form their own divisions." Mr. Anderson (Lab.) 
contended that the last Military Service Act was an 
expedient for introducing industrial conscription, 
but Mr. Beck protested: " I maintain that it is a 
pleasant method of conditional exemption from 
military serviec."

THE HIDDEN HAND.
Mr. Stanton (Lab.) said : " Before the war Troelstra, 

as a Marxist, was under Teutonic influences and that 
... to admit him into England is equivalent to giving a . 

passport to a German spy." Lord R. Cecil: " The 
Cabinet have decided that it is inexpedient to grant 
permission to M. Troelstra to visit this country.”

. THE GERMAN PLOT ?
On the motion for the adjournment, the Chief 

Secretary for Ireland, Mr. Shortt, rose to make a 
statement presumably intended to convince the 

. House that there really was a German plot. He said 
, that the Sinn Feiners had " captured the anti- 

’ conscription movement, and on the one hand the 
, hierachy and clergy of Ireland, and on the other hand 

the Nationalist members of Parliament had to join 
hands wtih the Sinn Feiners or they themselves would 
have gone under and ■ lost all their leaders." He 
quoted some very poor verses anticipating

I German help for Ireland. Thereat Mr. Pringle
. observed: "We have heard of the Popish plot; this 

seems to be a poetry plot. The strongest evidence • 
to his mind of the German plot was that no Irishman 
could possibly have composed that poetry."

Mr. Shortt admitted that he had drafted the greater 
part of Lord French’s Proclamations and that the 
phraseology was bad. But he hopefully stated that a 

। recruiting council had been set up and that it was 
, intended " to run the campaign just as if it were an 
| election campaign.” He believed that Ireland was 

on the eve of becoming once more " a peaceable, a 
contented, and a loving sister of this land."

Sir E. Carson (U.) urged that conscription should 
be enforced in Ireland. He warned the Government 
that its promise of giving land to Irishmen who fight 
in this war was being taken seriously. Already 
soldiers had written to claim their “ bit." The 
Government would not be able to evade its promise 
by saying it meant something like the Colonisation 
Act, " under which five men have been settled, or at 

. most ’ about a couple of hundred." The Prime
Minister’s statement amounted to " wait and see ’ 
how voluntary recruiting goes on. Sir J. Craig (U.) 
said that no Home Rule Bill could become law 6 

• because the Sinn Feiners would capture the majority 
of the seats in an Irish Parliament and Mr. Valera 
would become Prime Minister ! Nevertheless he 
suggested that the Government should pass without 
delay an Act cutting Ulster out of the 1914 Home 
Rule Act now on the Statute Book. Mr. King said 
" If it is going to be war to the knife with Sinn Fein 
. .. . you are not going to settle the Irish question until 
or unless the Peace Conference settles it over your 
head.”

RUSSIAN LECTURE CONCERTS.
Sylvia Pankhurst and Edward Soerm us invite Socialist, 

< Labour, and other Progressive Organisations to cooperate 
. in the organising of Lecture-Concerts to help in elucidating 

the situation in Russia and to re-establish normal relations 
between England and Russia. For particulars write to the 
W. S.F. Meetings Secretary, 400 Old Ford Road, E.3.

THE HOCK OF BACON. By Melvina Walker.
DEAR Comrades,—^ou all read in The Dread­

nought of two weeks ago an account of my interview 
with the Food Committee. On the following Wednes- 
day at 11 o’clock I held a meeting in Chrisp Street, 
supported by Mrs. Cressall, and there we showed the 
hock of bacon which could be bought at Selfridge’s 
for 1s. 2d., and could not be obtained in Poplar for 
less than 18. 8d. As I was speaking I spied the Chair, 
man of the Local Food Committee, and called on him 
to give an account of himself to the women before 
him. He at once tried to defend his attitude, 
telling the women that there was not much demand 
for hocks of bacon in the West End. But the women 
shouted " Rot I "- They gave him a lively time, and 
when he went away they said: “ ’E wasn’t ‘alf trying 
to twist us! ‘E ain’t ‘alf sticking up for the 
profiteers ! But if he thinks he can twist us, it ain’t 
agoing to come off. He might twist his own sex, but 
he can’t have us women." " I want to know,” said 
one woman, with her sleeves rolled up as if she had 
just left the washtub, " why it is that a man like 
Selfridge, who has got a big shop, and they tell me 
(for I have never seen it) that in that there 
shop they have ‘ansome red plush carpets on the floor 
and all up the stairs—ain’t that true, Mrs. Walker, yer 
know?” “Yes,” I said, "that’s true.” " Well, 
ain’t all that got to come out of the profits that he 
makes out of what he sells ? Well, if he can sell hocks 
at Is. 2d., why can’t they down in Ghrisp Street ? 
Shows how much money they are making out of us! 
And ain’t my husband got to work hard at the sweat 
of his brow, and for that there—what does he call 
himself‘—Food Controller to allow the likes of 
them to rob us; no wonder they have country houses 
and motor-cars I Quite true what you say, Mrs. 
Walker, that there extra money as he is being allowed 
to charge would soon put a pair of boots on the 
children’s feet." i Then suddenly a coster chimes in: 
" Sell us oneof those Dreadnoughts. It’s time 
something was done. Don’t you think it about time 
they stopped the war 2 " " Stop the war ? ” said the 
woman with her sleeves rolled up. “ Do you think 
these fellers, who are robbing us wants the war to 
stop?. No jolly fear, they are filling their pockets ! ” 
“ Oh, but these are the patriotic people,” I chimed in, • 
“ and they call me a pro-German." “ Never mind 
what they think about you, we don’t think so, and we 
women who are not educated want someone to stick 
up for, us.You go on and.try and bring about 
peace. But you don’t want to be educated to
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ment of Robert Williams referring to the Labour 
ministers that " a Party might be better for being 
shorn of some of its members.”

KERENSKY.
— Suddenly we saw that the Chairman and Mr. 
Henderson were standing and between them was 
a strange man with a yellow face. Henderson 
in his most impressive manner announced him • 
have the greatest possible pleasure in intro-" 

ducing, to this Conference one whose name has 
been closely associated with our work during the 
past year--M. Kerensky.

There were cheers; people stood up and waved 
their hands. He was Russian : that was enough 
for most of them. Someone cried : “ Where are. 
Lenin and Trotsky ? " There were hisses and 
groans To hell with Kerensky —to hell with 
Kerensky,” Walton Newbold shouted.

Then silence. Kerensky spoke; his words 
were rapped out harshly, striking upon the ear 
lure the sound of hammer blows. After each 
sentence he stopped arid a tremulous little man 
haltingly translated. Half-a-dozen short sen- 
tenses, less than a hundred and fifty words in all, 
and all that mattered contained in these latter 
passages —

‘terrupt. J. H. Brown, an engineer from Bristol, 
persisted in raising a point of order. The Chair­
man declined to continue the proceedings till 
Brown withdrew and bullied the Conference into 
a vote supporting his decision. We have never 
hitherto known a chairman who refused to reply 
to a point of order, but Mr Purdy defies all the 
rules of procedure.

। When we returned to the prosaic business of 
discussing the resolution most of the speakers 
were scarcely heeded. Mr. Barnes oprored 
the resolution to break the trace. Every 
sentence he uttered seemed to secure its 
adoption. When hesaid : "" I would regard 
release from office to-morrow as a great 
deliverance,” the delegates ridiculed him. When 
he declared that he and his colleagues were in the 
Government because Labour had put them there 
and were going to stay there till Labour, told them

I come straight from Moscow, and I feel it my 
Ity as a statesman, and a politician, my moral duty 

you, for the English people and for the people 
I the whole world, that the Russian people and the 
Nssjan democracy are fighting against tyranny 
and they are going to fight to the end. • • .I believe - am certain that the Russian people will shortly 
join you in the fight [. For what ? " For Socialism, 
of"freea” „delegates interrupted] for the great cause

Of course, he meant the war. There, in brief, 
was the kernel of Kerensky’s policy to be del 
scribed more fully next day : Allied intervention 
"overthrow the Bolsheviki—and the bribe held 
w to, the Allied peoples was the promise of 

Nssia/s re-entry into the war. Oh, Kerensky, 
I was yourself who announced, as Prime 

gnister, that Russia in her exhaustion could 
ion no more. You know it is not possible for. 

w° re-enver this war in any effective sense.
was it the failings of the interpreter which

Kerensky to speak so briefly ? Henderson 
to nouneed, that the Executive desired authority 
and vite. Kerensky to join the fraternal delegates 
W address the Conference more fully next day. 
serewas a cry of " agreed ” from those who 
vasomed., the proposal, but strong opposition.S manifested : "I want to know if Litvinof 
denaalso address the Conference,” a delegate smanded. ■ What 18 the reason of Kerensky’s 
("l too this country ?" another asked, 
of airman declared that all this “in the presence 
(a distinguished man like M Kerensky" was 
had7 outrage." He insisted that the Conference repvoGreedto hear Kerensky, and refused to 
order or even to listen to questions and points of 
your.and to hear notices of motion “Take 
an"sseats, take your seats," he shouted, pointing ■ 

accusing finger at anyone who dared to in-

stick up for yourselves,” I said. “ You have all got 
tongues in your heads and you must make yourselves 
heard and insist on the Food Controller bringing 
down the Chrisp Street prices to the level of 

Selfridge’s." Then suddenly we heard the 12 o’clock 
horn sounding from the Docks; we realised we were 
mothers, that the children were coming out of school, 
the men coming home to dinner, and we scattered in 
all directions, and that ended the food price meeting. 
We are now only waiting for the Food Controller to 
make a move. _

WOMEN REFUSE TROUSERS. - .
At the annual meeting of the Old Ford Branch of 

the National Union of General Workers the women 
members, a large number of whom were present, 
complained that women employed by the London 
Small Arms Factory, are ordered to wear trousers 
in the body room. The women reported that they 
are refusing to obey the order. The men members 
replied that they would support them. We want to 
know whether there is dangerous unfenced machinery 
in this workshop.

SHALL MOONEY DIE ?
On May 27th Judge Griffin of San Francisco, 

ordered that Tom Mooney " should be removed to 
San Quentin prison within ten days and should be 
executed within a period of not less than sixty and 
not more than ninety days.” That means that he 
may now have only a month to live. Great meetings 
have been held throughout the United States and 
his brother is securing the passage of resolutions for 
his reprieve by the Trade Unions of this country. 
The Executive of the South Wales Miners’ has just 
cabled to this effect.. Tom Mooney has telegraphed 
to Gompers, the President of the American Federation 
of Labour, quoting Judge Griffin’s statement: ‘ In 
this State it is the settled law that a judgment cannot 
be set aside because it is predicated upon perjured 
testimony or because material evidence is concealed 
or suppressed.. -If... . perjured evidence is produced 
or material evidence suppressed... .the injured party 
is without remedy.” .

Mooney adds: " The facts as expressed in those 
mute photographs showing Mrs. Mooney and myself 
a mile and a half away at the time of the tragedy 
cannot be answered. The Oxman perjury letters and 
the police records of Oakland impeaching the very 
foundation of the State’s case can never be erased. .. . 
I am mindful that in this hour of the world’s titanic 
struggle a life is a mere bubble on the vast ocean, but 
nevertheless I feel that a great fundamental right of 
democracy, namely, the right of every citizen to 
fair and impartialtrial, is at stake, and this principle 
is of immeasurably more value than my life."

DEBS ARRESTED.
Eugene V. Debs the American Socialist has been 

arrested by the W.S.A. Government for attempting 
to cause insubordination, disloyalty, rioting, and so on.

THE LOVING HEART. .
, At a time when the niveau of the London theatre 
has fallen to greater depths than even in pre-war 
days, a visit to the New Theatre must prove refresh- 

ing. The atmosphere created by “ The Loving 
Heart, a Boccaccio idyll by Henrietta Leslie and 
John Dymock, is not of every day life, but of a bygone 
age and other clime; therefore it at once does what 
is most likely to give pleasure, viz., takes us away 
from dull reality. The decorations by Mr. W. 
Bridges Adams help even more than the play to 
waft the 'onlookers away in spirit from this war- 
weary age to the days of heroics. In the dialogue 
you cannot but notice the touch of Henrietta Leslie 
and her attitude on the woman's question. Rosina 
Filippi, who gives the part of Blanchefleur's “ gentle- 
woman," displays quite the best piece of acting in the 
play ; but Muriel Pratt as Blanchefleur, too, is‘very 
attractive, though in my opinion not quite the 
country maiden intended by the part,

A decided stage success; no theatre-goer should 
miss seeing ‘ The Loving Heart.’ M. O'C. '

GLASGOW WOMEN'S PEACE MEETING.

, On June 30th a big peace demonstration was held 
by the W.P.C. on Glasgow Green. A procession 
marched thither from George Square, and the follow, 
ing resolution was carried with cheers at each of the 
four platforms :—. ■

." This public meeting of Glasgow citizens views 
with horror the continued sacrifice of young life in 
this war, and the failure of the present Government 
to take advantage of past opportunities, of peace by 
negotiation, and calls upon it to repudiate the Secret 
Treaties and enter into immediate negotiations for a 
just and permanent peace.”

workers, in the mass, are not yet socialists. They 
do not demand, or believe they deserve, equality 
with their masters. They are satisfied with what 

Clynes (or is it Lord Rhondda ?) has done for 
them. Clynes is superficially by far the cleverest 
of the prominent Labour Leaders. That is easily 
recognised. “ You can’t ‘elp but admeer ‘im.
I shud admeer a reight clever thief,” a Yorkshire 
textile worker was heard to observe as Clynes 
began.his speech. Evidently realising that he 
could not defeat the resolution, he prefaced his 
remarks by saying: “ I do not care whether it is 
carried or not.” The main points of his speech 
were the question: " Do you wish the Labour 
ministers to-leave the Government in order to 
make it weaker or stronger for the prosecution of 
the war ? " and the offer to resign his seat, if any 
Labour Member of Parliament opposed to him 
would also resign his seat, and would fight an 
election in opposition to him in any constituency 
his opponent might select. To day, with the 
capitalist press to support you, you are safe in 
making the challenge, Mr. Clynes. In the near 
future the British working class may altogether 
reject you and your coalition war colleagues. 
But such a contest as you propose would not 
prove you to be either right or wrong. Ben Turner 
was again and again stopped by loud cheers when 
he replied that he would prefer another challenge, 
He would challenge the soldiers and sailors, and 

. their wives and mothers. The rank aud file in 
le “ the Army and in ‘ the Labour movement were 
a wanting 09 0 40_. ’

to come out, delegates remembered his oft- 
repeated declarations that he would leave the 
Labour Party before he would leave the Govern- 
ment. When he asked what the Labour ministers 
were to.do if Mr. Henderson should ask them to 
support the Labour candidate, whilst the Govern- 
ment should, ask them to support its candidate, 
delegates shouted:." Get out.” He complained 
that “ imaginary secret treaties ” had been 
"trotted out." by those who oppose the war, but delegates answered : “ real Secret Treaties.” 
When he said that the resolution might have the 
effect of converting a more or less united people 
into warring factions and that it might even be 
taken as a declaration of war against the Govern- 
ment, delegates laughed and shouted : “ We hope 
so.” But his unhappiest stroke was his perora- 
tion. People might have thought, he asserted, 
that the British workers would have felt solidarity 
with the German workers at the outbreak of war, 
but no I Blood had proved thicker than water, 
and the British workers had joined with the 
people of all classes in winning the war. Yes.

Barnes, the man who has staked his all on Labour’s o. ouca opeecies. nuwas a neia day tor JMrcontinued association with the Government, had Sydney Webb who had drafted so many reaolu-carried. the resolution to break the truce. A tions .′ To one of these calling for wineena
peroration like his might even have won the building up of a new social order,” E. C Fairchild’
amendment, to bring the Labour men out of ths for the B.S.P. moved an amendment to substitute Government altogether I — .the social democratic ownership and control of 
Ire d Bramley.said he had intended to support industry. He feared that the Fabian Socletv 

theprepolution, but he would have nothing to do having failed to convert capitalists to Socialism,’ Wit because of Mr. Henderson s statement that was now trying to convert the Labour Party to it was only to apply to by-elections. He wanted 
to know what had taken place since the resolution 
was drafted. Mr. Henderson at Blackpool, at
Nottingham, and even to day, had declared that urging vnav one must get a certain freshness of 
ne wound never again be a member of a govern- wording,” or one would fail to get beyond the 
ment not controlled by Labour. He must have nonvarka A. -----1-- -r -1— -n= 
good reason for making that statement since he 
had been inspired to make it three times. Mr. ______ _ _____ _______
Henderson had inside knowledge. He should failure of the B. S. P.
either demand that the Labour ministers resign, 
or he should support them and their candidates. 
The resolution was not straightforward. • or ne 
- The strongest opponent of the resolution was past. 
J. Clynes, the assistant Food Minister. He has NORWICH.
the reputation of having stopped the food queues The question of Labour’s association with the and secured, for the people the certainty of a little Government was again raised by a resolution 
butter, a title sugar,, and a little meat. The declaring that where the Local Labour Party

wanting peace to-day.
The resolution to end the truce was carried 

by 1,704,000 votes to 951,000. It is a step, but 
only a very small step, towards Labour’s in- 
dependence.

RECONSTRUCTION.
•. Next day came the Resolutions on reconstruc- 
tion: how dull they were IAnd what a number 
of eloquent speeches to no particular purpose by 
the star speakers of the Conference. We weary 
ofsuch speeches. It was a field day for Mr.

----- was now trying to convert the Labour Party to
He wanted capitalism. Webb protested that Fairchild was

"suffering from undue suspicion.” He tried to 
recommend the phraseology of the resolution, by • 
urging that " one must get a certain freshness of

converted. As a member of an older organisation 
which had never wavered in its Socialism, he had 
“ watched with a certain regret the comparative 

—ilure of the B. S. P.” The Fabian Society, 
by the way, possesses but 2,000 members; whilst 
its doctrines for lack of the re-vivifying influence 
of new thought, are passing into the limbo of the
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should fail to submit to the decision of the National 
. Executive in regard to the adoption of a candidate, 

the matter should be submitted to a ballot vote 
of the members oi the local affiliated societies. 
Witard of Norwich bitterly opposed, the resolu­
tion. He declared that Norwich was against 
Roberts, the Labour Minister, for his reactionary 
protectionist programme, and that the Norwich 
Labour Party would never support him, whatever 
the Conference, or even a ballot vote, might 
dictate. Robert Williams moved the previous

. question, but this was not voted onand 
Executive amendment was earned. Hitherto the

.Executive has had complete power to refuse to 
sanction the nominee of the local Labour —arty, 
and at Norwich the Executive supported Roberts, 

“though the local Party repudiated him. The new 
rule, therefore, improves the position from the 

-democratic standpoint since it places the power 
of decision in the hands of the rank and "he, 
where in our judgment it ought to be- —° 
those who object that the rank and file are 

' apathetic and ignorant, we reply that those who 
think they are better informed should endeavour 
to educate and convert them..

KERENSKY AGAIN.

so much that they were not satisfied, in spite of the 
very considerable advantages offered them at that 
time.’The missing of that opportunity had 
played into the hands of the German jingoes. 
Germany was now in a much better strategic 
position than a year ago. A great crime was 
committed when last year’s negotiations, were 
rejected. Because these facts had become known 
to the French people, great unrest had arisen 
amongst them and a great movement for peace. 
There was a remarkable growth in the number d 
what are called Minority Socialists. 180,000 French 
workers were recently on strike demanding the 
publication of the French war aims. The strike 
had lasted a week. It had been terminated by 
its leaders, because of the military danger which 
menaced Paris. Many demonstrations proved that 
the feelings of the French workers was not con- 
trolled by the lying Press, the French workers 
had small opportunities of expressing, their real 
thoughts ; there had been no by-elections m 
France since the war. The French who hated 
militarism in their own country, did not wish 
replace it by German militarism ; but to appeal 
to the German and Austrian revolutionary move- 
ment for support. “ We wanted to have an 
international meeting,” he said, " because we 
know that the German people will not rise 
demand of the capitalist governments, of France 
or England; it will rise at the appeal ofthe Anter, 
national.” [His words were drowned in cheers ; 
the Conference thrilled with emotion ; all differences 
seemed to be merged in a wave of idealism. Such 
moments come in the life of labour conferences 
if only their spirit could remain I] It wasjust for 
this reason, Longuet said, that Comrade Branting 
had always been in favour of an internation?

him an opportunity of speaking. One or two dele- 
gates challenged the statement that Mr. Kerensky 
was invited to speak by the Conference. The 
Chairman gathered the voices, but I would rather go 
to the length of taking a card vote than have M. 
Kerensky brought on to the platform and subjected 
to insult and humiliation.”
It was difficult for good natured people to resist 
such as appeal. It seemed to the majority that 
to hear Kerensky was merely a matter of polite- 
ness and that no question of giving support to his 
policy was involved. So, when the Chairman 
called for a vote, less than a dozen hands went up 
against hearing Kerensky, and Mrs. Montefiore’s 
" we want to hear Litvinof also ” was ignored.

WORKSHOP NOTES
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j. H. Thomas presently moved, by permission 
of the Standing Orders Committee, that in future 
conferences no fraternal delegates be invited 
except at the invitation of the Executive Com- 
mitte-, or, if the application be received Suring 
the conference, by decision of the Standing Orders 
Committee. Mr. Thomas urged that people must 
not be allowed to address the conference on 
account of their sentiments or views, but soey 
as accredited representatives of bodiess entitled, to 
speak there. Evidently the resolution which 
was agreed to was intended as a protest against 
the coming of Kerensky. It was, however, a Very 
mild and ineffectual one. After lurch when the 
fraternal delegates appeared to address the von- 
ference Kerensky was not with them. It was 
known that Maxim Litvinoff, the accredited 
representative of the Russian Socialist Govern- ror peincose speecuco. .. _-. -------- . ..- 
ment, had applied to the Chairman for permission victory could meet the people s need and that the

address the Conference, and to reply to the Socialists, must reconstruct the world. —mhe 
′ ‘1 ¥-ely was Vandervelde of Belgium, reverted to» the jingo 

period of two years ago, though even his words 
were milder than they used to be.

Branting from Sweden spoke next, a quiet man, 
anything but extreme, not even very advanced, 
but sincere, tolerant and thoughtful. ex 
pressed his profound faith in the international.

meeting.
Albert Thomas, who has been called the Loyd 

George of France though he belongs to the Socialist 
Party, like Renaudel, avoided any definite 
statement of policy. Perhaps, like the British 
jingoes of the Labour movement, he finds that 
the heat of his own enthusiasm has past, perhaps 
he recognised that the Conference was in no mood 
for bellicose speeches. He said that no military

attack on his Government which Kerensky was 
about to make. Already that attack had been 
launched through the medium of the Press.
The Daily Chronicle appeared an .interview witn 
Kerensky strongly attacking the Bolshevik, and
stating that:

“ In his opinion, Allied policy must take a clear 
line against the Bolsheviks. They must not be 
regarded as identical either with the Russian nation 
or with democracy ; on the contrary,, they are the 
antithesis of both....Mr. Kerensky is strongly in 
favour of Allied military intervention. But it should 
be the intervention of the Allies, and not of any 
Allied Power. That would not prevent some, one 
Allied Power, e.g., Japan, from contributing the duik 
of the effectives. The question for him is one,01 
principle, not of numerical preponderance—e 
thinks that no condemnation of the Bolshevik tyranny 
can be too strong. It is worse than that of the Tsar 
Paul—the half-insane despot who terrorised Russia 
at the beginning of the nineteenth century.

It was known that Litvinof was in the gallery _..... ______
waiting to reply to Kerensky’s savage attack. say regarding that particular blunder. 

Attempts were made to move a resolution that "99
Litvinoff should be heard. The Chairmande- 
dared that the Conference had decided not to 
hear him. Pressed on all sides for an explanation, 
he said that first thing that morning the Conference 
had agreed to accept the report of the Stange 
Orders Committee, which contained, though the 
Conference did not know it, a refusal to hear 
Litvinoff. Sylvia Pankhurst endeavoured to move 
the suspension of the Standing Orders, in order 
that a resolution might be put to the Conference 
as to whether Litvinoff should be heard. The 
Chairman refusing to listen, merely ordered her 
to resume her seat. She made many attempts 
but always with the same result. Many delegates 
endeavoured to raise points of order, but the 
Chairman shouted them down. A delegate asked --------—

"by the direct invitation of the Conference.
Mrs. Montefiori stood, saying : “ We want to hear row naive 4‛I. ALCuucapI. , —— -99
Litvinofl.” Again and again the Chairman roared Would you have us believe that you mVITe"
at her to sit down and to be silent and finally Kerensky to speak here without reflection, .threatened to eject her. .. the policy he is advocating and the meaning of his

At last there was silence. Renaudel, one of the mission to this country ! a 
French Majority Socialists now addressed the Be that as it may, Mr. Henderson “ugested 
Conference.” He eulogisedthe inter-Allied Socialist to the Executive that Kerensky should visit the 
peace terms manifesto, and urged that its prin- Conference ; the Committee unanimously agreed.' Pies should finally be adopted by the belligerent When Kenreeky came the least Mr. HendersonGovernments, though it would be difficult for the thought he could do was to introduce him to the
MIiny "lasses to accept them. He Said that the Chairman and the Conference, and to ask per-
Governments question the right of the Socialists mission for him to speak, . not as a _fraternal
to speak for the whole of the working class, but delegate, but as a distinguished visitor, 
the Socialists endeavour “torepresent its soul." statement mollified1 many objectors-. Theyre- 
a fused to accept Mr. Kerensky as o fraterna,

delegate, but being curious to hear what he had 
to say, they were prepared to hear him as a more 
visitor. Mr. Henderson continued —

LONGUET.

and said:
“Had our comrade Toeletra been allowed to 

attend here we should have heard more of the present 
movement in the Labour world of Germany. A 
blunder which I cannot understand has prevented him 
from coming here. In spite of that mistake, we must 
continue to work to establish contact in all countries 
between the elements which are sincerely wins to 
prepare the reconstruction of the International.

The British Government refused to allow 
Troelstra to attend the Conference; but the 
Standing Orders Committee of the Conference 
refused to allow a resolution of protest to be 
moved. Branting probably has strong things to

KERENSKY’S SPEECH. -
The fraternal delegates had now all spoken, but 

still Kerensky did not appear. . .
Apparently he was waiting behind the pialtorm 

for Mr. Henderson to prepare the way. Certainly 
Henderson played his part very skilfully. Surely 
his voice was never so persuasive or his manner 
sb urbane. He accepted entire responsibility 
for the coming of Kerensky, saying —

u During my visit to Russia I learnt to admire him 
and all that has happened since has but deepened 
my regard. [Interruption from the gallery- -W° 
days ago information reached me that he was in 
London. [“ Did that information come from the 
Government ? ”] I was invited to meet him. -" ''----- I also remembered

our Conference."
How naive Mr. Henderson; but how unlike you I

Kerensky camo forward now bowing and 
smiling. Delegates stood up and cheered him, 
and broke into singing : ‘ He’s a jolly good fellow.’ 
But in big sections of the area the delegates sat 
silent, taking no part in the welcome.. "1

Again Kerensky’s strangely harsh voice was 
speaking. When he spoke of the hardships 
suffered by the Russian soldiers in three years of 
war, fighting a perfectly equipped enemy, some- 
times with only sticks in their hands ; when he 
spoke of the Tsar’s Government as a step-mother 
to the Russian soldiers, Russians in the gallery 
applauded him. They were silent when he came 
to the main purport of his speech. We others 
had to wait to learn what Kerensky was saying till 
Henderson read the translation. The speech was 
a plea for- Allied intervention and an attack on 
the Soviet Government, which it described as 
“a dictatorship not of the proletariat, but over 
the proletariat who have lost all the political 
rights which the Revolution gave them. Keren- 
sky declared that the Bolshevik Government has 
" destroyed the liberty of the elections, even in the 
councils of the workmen," and " has made an end 
of all institutions of self government that have 
been elected by universal suffrage." Yet election 
returns from Russia are reaching us from time to 
time. Mr, Litvinoff gives us the latest.

They show the growing popularity of Bol- 
shevik policy. The gallant effort to. secure s 
just peace for the peoples of all the world which 
was made by the Bolshevik Government at Brest 
Litovsk, an effort which would have succeeded if 
Russia’s Allies had stood beside her there, 
Kerensky described as “ shameful treason. He 
said :—

«It is for you, the oldest and most matured 
democracy of the whole world, to settle the question 
whether it is or is not possible to remain a calm 
spectator of that unheard of tragedy.

On the whole the Kerensky appearance is, we 
think, considered a failure by those who are 
working to crush the Soviet Government. The 
Times special correspondent formerly in Petrograd 
wrote :—

“ Any definite pronouncement by the Labour 
Conference repudiating the Bolshevists will be 
welcomed in Russia as an indication of Allied support 
and will have a deterrent effect upon those misguided 
supporters of Lenin who blindly believe in him as an 
arch-exponent of Socialism.”
No such pronouncement was forthcoming.

. DOMESTIC QUESTIONS.
The Conference had no more moments of great 

tension or excitement. On the third day Miss 
Mary MacArthur moved a resolution with the 
ambitious title “The complete emancipation of 
women.” It asked, amongst other things, for 
“ equal pay for equal work." The Clerks Union 
moved an amendment asking for* equal pay for 
similar duties.” Sam March of the Vehicle 
Workers ably supported the amendment, pointing 
out that where women drivers were doing more 
work than men, employers frequently paid them 
lower wages. He had just been on a deputation 
to a West End Borough Council which refuse, 
equal pay to women working on the road with 
men. The amendment was carried.

A resolution declaring for Adult Suffrage gave 
a veiled support to the proposal for a reforme. 
Second Chamber. The Northampton —i 
secured the passage of an amendmentdeclaring 
against a Second Chamber of any kind.

IRELAND.

DAVID KIRKWOOD AND THE A.S.E. 
CHAIRMANSHIP. •

A TRADE UNION Scandal.

Davy Kirkwood is a candidate for the position 
of Chairman of the A.S.E., a position now held 

° by J. T. Brownlie. In accordance with the riles, 
Kirkwood sent his nomination form, duly filled in, 
to headquarters, together with his election address. 
One of the qualifications for this office is that the 
candidate must either have worked at the trade, 
or have been an official of the Society during the 

• twelve months immediately preceding his nomina-
I tion. The object of this rule is quite clear, viz., 

to prevent any member who had been away from 
the trade for a long period, seeking an executive 
position in the Society. To my mind the rule is 
perfectly just, for without it we should have 
members, who long ago left the workshop, ex- 
plotting, their popularity to jockey themselves 
into prominent positions. But Kirkwood is one 
of those rebels who were deported from the Clyde 
for upholding trade union principles, with the

' result that for more than a year he was prevented ■ 
from following his usual occupation as a fitter.

[ Therefore it cannot • be said that David had left 
■ the tools for some other occupation. Neverthe-

1 less Comrade Kirkwood has been declared in- 
i eligible to contest for the position as the following 

letter will show :— . "
18th June, 1918.

Mr. D. Kirkwood.
DEAR SIR AND Brother,— Election of Chairman of 

Executive Council, 1918. We duly received your 
acceptance form as a candidate for the above-named 

: position, also your telegram and letter replying to our 
inquiry as to the date upon which you recommenced to 
work at the trade. You give the date as 27th August 
last, thus showing that you had not worked at the 
trade for the twelve months immediately preceding 
nomination, as per rule 14, clause 1. It has, therefore, 
been decided that you are not eligible to contest for 

। the position. We return herewith . your Election
Address.—Yours faithfully, p.p. ROBERT YOUNG, 

I Gen. Sect A. H. Smethurst. - •
For the General Secretary (or the Executive 

Council whichever may be responsible) to enforce 
rule 14, clause 1, in this case is nothing less than 
a scandal. An examination of Kirkwood’s actions 
for the twelve months prior to his nomination, 
will clearly show that a grave injustice is being 
meted out to him. It was in the early part of 

■ 1916 that the prominent men on the Clyde (of 
whom David was one), were deported- to Edin- 
burgh for participation in the Clyde engineers’ 
strife They were absolutely forbidden to enter 
the Glasgow area, but were of cred work elsewhere.

By W. F. WATSON.
Kirkwood refused to work any where else, but 
in Glasgow, in consequence of which he was out of 
work during the whole time of his deportation. 
On Whit Monday, 1917, the Final Appeal Court, 
then sitting in Glasgow, elected Kirkwood as

1. To establish an improved machinery of 
Conciliation by which it is hoped to preveAt disputes : 
developing into strikes.

2. To meet and sidetrack the workers in their 
demands for the control of industry. .
With the sentiments expressed in the Report we, 

as workers, have nothing in common, and if its . 
recommendations are carried out in the spirit in which 
they appear to be made, the consequences to the 
Trade Union Movement cannot be other than 
disastrous. , a

Chairman and the same clay all the deportees
were released. The F.A.C. lasted just over two ._ . _ _ ,
weeks during which time Kirkwood was a paid Committees formed on the lines laid down by the 
official of the Society. He then commenced to . Whitley Report must work in one of two ways— 

0 * - (a) Either the Labour side will preserve an
attitude of complete independence, will regard 
themselves as in fundamental antagonism to the 
employers' side, and will conduct their business as

look for work, the first step being to endeavour 
to secure the re-instatement of all the deportees 
(at Beardmores Parkhead Forge). Sir William 
Beardmore would not hear of re-instatement 
although Kirkwood pressed the point for weeks. 
I have every reason to believe he refused a fore- 
man's job at Parkhead because re-instatement 
was denied the rest of the deportees. These 
activities lasted close upon two months and it 
was August 27th, 1917, before Kirkwood started 
work. Can any sane person say that David had 
left the trade ? If this decision holds good no 
member who has been out of work for any period 
of the twelve months immediately prior to 

. nomination, will be eligible for Executive office.
And it is generally the most active men who are 
periodically out of work. Obviously the Delegate 
Meeting that framed rule 14, clause 1, did not

negotiation, and not as administration, or %
(b) Will capitulate to the employers, accept the 

permanent lordship, of capital, and devote them- 
selves to securing the smooth running of the work- 
shops in accordance with the desires of their 
masters.
My Committee desire to point out and emphasise 

the fact that no scheme of so-called joint control can 
satisfy the demand of organised Labour for control or 
industry..

That control can only"be secured by building up a 
strong and class conscious Trade Union Movement 
based upon the workshop and organised upon industrial 
lines, and by using that movement not merely for adjust­
ments of wages, <kc.t, but for the transfer of control from 
the employing class to the Industrial Union.

In conclusion my Committee state clearly that the 
fundamental antagonism of interest between employer 
and employed offers an insuperable barrier to any joint 
control of industry and that the next step on the road to

Bri

intend such an absurd interpretation to be placed 
upon it and it is simply monstrous that any 
official should do so. I earnestly appeal to all 
members of the A.S.E. to bring this scandal before . , — . ----- . 
his branch and to get a resolution of protest * ordinated class conscious movement in the workshops. 
adopted. We should collectively decide to refuse The following resnlutsion was "animonslvnor" 
to take the ballot until Kirkwood’s name appears 
on the ballot paper. This is the third time David 
has been so treated.

control by the workers is the creation of a strong,. co-

The following resolution was unanimously carried 
byD.C.:— . ' '

THE A.S.E., L.D.C., AND THE WHITLEY 
REPORT.

Whatever may be said about the reactionary 
tendencies of the Executive Committee of the A.S.E., 
the London District Committee seems to be im- 
proving. The following circular letter has been sent 
to every shop steward in the London Area :—

London District Office, Room No. 31, 
Holborn Hall, W.C.1. 

19th June, 1918.
FELLow MEMBERS,The London District Com-

" That a definite instruction be sent to all Shop 
Stewards and Branches in the London District, that 
our members must not take part in the formation 
or working of any committee built on the basis of 
the Whitley Report.”

W. EDWARDS, Chairman.
Sam BRADLEY, Secretary.

We urge all members to give effect to the letter and 
we should like to see all other Districts and all other

mittee have carefully considered the many points in 
relation to Works’ Committees formed on the basis
of the Whitley Report and have arrived at the con- grantea 12} pOT cent ,
elusion that such Committees will be of no advantage 21. c - 
to the workers, as their real purpose is to defeat the IX &2Pecu": 
Trade Union Movement in its attempt to take control 
of industry.

Unions emulating this admirable example. The 
paragraphs in italics are especially good and should 
be digested by all workers. But what do the General 
Secretary and the Executive Council think about it ?
SOMETHING WE SHOULD LIKE TO KNOW.

Is it correct that the clerks in the insurance 
Department of an influential Trade Union not many 
miles from Peckham Road recently applied for an 
increase in wages ? And that the married men were
granted 121 per cent increase, whilst the single men 
only *a* 71 noricont. And is it also- true that the

The purpose of the Whitley Committee appears to 
be:—..

girls received an even smaller percentage . increase ? 
Surely it is only the capitalist employers who do 
this sort of thing. It is not the first time we have
heard rumblings of discontent arising out of tyrannical 
treatment of employees from this same general office.

LITVINOFF'S REPLY.
TO THE DELEGATES OF THE LABOUR CON- 

TERENCE IN LONDON, JUNE, 1918.
COMRADES,

The Chairman of your Conference has withheld 
from me the opportunity of conveying to you the 

। greetings of the Russian Working Classes and their 
representative body, the Government of the-Russian 
Socialist Republic. He has, moreover, deemed it 
fair and just to allow Mr. Kerensky to make a 
calumniousattack, on this Republic, without per- 
mitting me, as its accredited representative, to 

* reply to his charges, in spite of my own request 
and that of many delegates. I am sure that, ab- 
sorbed in the work of the Conference, you were 
unable to realise at the time the unfairness of this, 

I and the wrong done to the Russian Labour move-

Slovaks (Austrian prisoners of war) headed by 
Russian counter-revolutionary officers I But the , 
most striking reply to Kerensky's false allegation as 
to the unpopularity of the Soviet regime comes in a 
message from Russia telling us that at the elections 
of this month to the Petrograd Soviet two hundred 
and thirty-three supporters of the Soviets (Bol- 
sheviks and social revolutionaries of the left wing) • 
and only five anti-Soviet candidates were returned. 
And this in Petrograd, in the most famine-stricken 
city in Russia where dissatisfaction might naturally 
have reached its climax.

_ It is because the great bulk of the working people 
remain loyal to the Soviets and because Kerensky 
and his friends have convinced themselves of the 
futility of any counterrevolutionary revolts within 
the country that they are now coming abroad to 
seek foreign military intervention for the overthrow 
of the Soviets under the pretext of fighting Germany. 
And this is the meaning of Kerensky’s appeal to you.

When M. Kerensky promises you in exchange for 
this intervention in Russian internal affairs to 
re-create a Russian army for the resumption of the 
war on a large scale, I take it upon myself to tell 
you that this is they, merest apolitical charlatanism, 

-for he promises what he knows full well that neither 
he nor any anti-Soviet party can perform. Anyone 
even slightly acquainted with Russian affairs will 
understand the emptiness of such promises. Space 
does not permit, nor can it be necessary that I should 
enumerate facts and substantiate my statement on 
this point.

No ! ■ The re-creation of the Russian front is not 
the purpose of the much-talked of Japanese or 
Allied intervention. The real object is, of course, 
the crushing of the Workers' Government and of the 
Revolution, the spread of whose influence to other 
countries is a standing menace to international 
Capitalism. Intervention is advocated by ex-officials 
and ambassadors of the Czar's regime living abroad 
and supported by French bankers and international 
Shylocks who hope thus to be able to extract from 
the impoverished Russian people their pound of 
flesh, the interest on the loans contracted by the 
ex-Czar.

Do not allow yourself to be misled by the pre- 
sumption‘of some of your misinformed comrades 
that Kerensky pleaded for one labour party in 
Russia against another. Let me assure you that • 
the overthrow of the Bolsheviks cannot mean that 
any other socialist or even democratic party will 
take over the power. The Soviet Government, if 
overthrown at the present juncture, can only be - 
superseded by the most brutal and barbaric military 
dictatorship resting on foreign bayonets with the 
inevitable subsequent restoration of Czarism. This 
is the " aid " you are asked by Kerensky to lend to 
Russia. Is British labour going to be a party to. 
these dark schemes ? Is the British Proletariat 
prepared to take upon itself the responsibility before 
history for the crushing of the great Russian Pro-

speak and on whose behalf he appealed for the 
sympathy of British labour. ■

I maintain that Labour whether in or out of power 
is more than any other class entitled to speak on behalf 

, of its country. And this is especially true of Russia 
where the labouring masses are in full and indis- 
putable control of the State apparatus, themselves 
forming the local and central government of their 
country. And when anyone speaks in the name of 
Russia he must be asked point blank, whether he 
speaks in the name of those who, after eight months 
of the bitterest struggles, have defeated their 
enemies, consolidated their power and are now the 
only guardians, of the political and social gains of 
the great Russian Revolution, or whether he speaks 
in the name of those who, having used the foulest 
means at their disposal to overthrow the authority 
of the workers, have failed to achieve any success 
in Russia itself and are now invoking the aid of 
foreign powers, looking for support now to Germany 
now to the Allies.

Mr. Kerensky, like our other opponents, makes 
the bold statement that the Soviet Government 
does not represent the bulk of the population, but 
when faced with the pertinent question: " How, 
then, has the -Government maintained its power 
if it be against the will of the people ? "—he finds 
no reply. The continuance "of a Government in

ment. I therefore consider it my duty to address 
you through your labour press and to endeavour to 
throw some light on the Russian situation over which 
a fresh attempt was made, by Mr. Kerensky yester- 
day, to throw an obscuring mist. >

Whom does Mr. Kerensky represent ? ■ Asked by 
80 many delegates, this was not an idle question, 
for it is natural to suppose that delegates or visitors. 
Officially invited to Labour Conferences, should 
represent the interests of Labour. Does Mr. Kerensky 
now represent these interests ? Does he even 
pretend to represent them ? There was a time 
when he stoodfor Labour and was raised by Labour 
men to power. But when' he showed himself in- 
capable of carrying out the programme of the working 
classes (or unwilling to do so) he was rejected by the 
whole of the Russian labouring people and his power 
was taken away from him by them. Mr. Kerensky, 
" his speech made no mention of the working- 
classes; he was honest enough not to pretend to 
speak on their behalf, but appealed to you on behalf 
?he intellectuals, on behalf of officers, on behalf of 
pussia." It should be remembered that the 
Nussian Revolution was not merely a political 
gvo ution—it was and is, also, a social revolution, 
andas such it necessarily sharpens the class-struggle, 
ah_ has now reached its extreme point, having 
sided the country into two opposing, completely 
“reconcilable camps—the factory-worker, the im- 

verished peasant, the unemployed, the dis- 
gerited, the despised and rejected—in fact about 
. per cent of the population—in one camp ; and a 
bal minority—the capitalist, the landlord, the 
oer the stockbroker, the general, the bureaucrat 
ine..C zar's regime, the middle class lawyer, the 
ornnlist, &c., in the other. The different shades 
eann i al. opinions and parties faded into insignifi- 
sie leaving on the political arena two parties—, 
SFporters and opponents of the Soviets (Councils

Prkers' and Peasants' Delegates). «
th4 is difficult to believe what is nevertheless a fact 
iavSome of the one-time socialist leaders, after 
of " 8 been rejected by the masses for their policy 
rarcompromise and irresolution have joined the

hu • the anti-Soviet party and it is on behalf 
"8 party that Kerensky — ′ ......

time of revolution, for eight months, without a 
standing army except voluntary detachments, in­
considerable in proportion to Russia's area, without 
police, without press censorship, indeed with a 
greater liberty of speech and press than exists in 
any other country (the repeatedly made and as 
repeatedly disproved allegations to the contrary 
notwithstanding), struggling against internal and 
external difficulties greater than any which have 
ever before confronted a Government in the history 
of mankind, can only be explained by the unlimited 
enthusiastic support of the great majority of the 
people. To obscure this striking truth Kerensky 
was only able to make misty allusions to Germany's 
desire to tolerate the Soviet regime. This absurd 
assumption may or may not explain why Germany 
has not yet overrun the whole of Russia, but it 
certainly does not explain why the Russians them- 
selves, who could free themselves from the strongly 
entrenched Czarist's regime and from the Kerensky 
Government with its many millions strong army, 
have not yet been able to overthrow the Soviets, 
if they desire to. As a matter of fact, all attempts 
to do this have utterly failed—attempts which have 
been carried out by Generals, officers and so-called 
" White Guards" formed from the capitalist and 
middle-class youngsters and some well-to-do Cossacks. 
Even the capitalist class had to admit that Captain 
Semyonov in Siberia was able to enlist only about 
five hundred buriats (a primitive Siberian tribe) 
completing his detachments with Chinese and 
Japanese bands. General Krasnov is advancing on 

— - , — --------- the Don with the aid of German troops and on the
S"Y may be entitled to top of this now comes the latest revolt of the Czecho-

The official resolution on Ireland advocated 
“ Home Rule ” “ in all exclusively Irish affairs, 
“ on the lines indicated by the proceedings of 
Irish Convention.” An amendment deleting the 
reference to the Irish Convention was accented 
but a still more important amendment remove 
the words: “ in all exclusively Irish affairs iworcs 
which, amongst other things, would leave Ireland 
still open to the menace of conscription iP°” 
from without, was lost. The Chairman iasked, I 
Ayes and Noes, and declared that the latter had • 
He refused the demand for a card vote. 5" 
important question had been discussed earner1 
the Conference we are under the impression ha" 
it would have been decided otherwise. I 
tries to impose conscription on Ireland, the 
soldiers who will be sent over to do the 
suffer as terribly as the unfortunate ESNa, 
opportunity to encourage the spirit of dana 
between organised Labour in Britain and 
was here unfortunately missed. E

The new Labour Party Executive, elected, the Conference has a majority of the Conservak.rs 
. The women memo-n

Jean Longuet, the only fraternal delegate to 
- speak in English and to dismiss the services of the 

interpreter, received a tremendous ovation. He 
- said that secret diplomatic negotiations had gone ...________

on without the French people, or even the French VST’Xa not agree; but I realised that toleration.
Parliament, or the bulk of the Cabinet, knowing is a’valuable asset. I put the suggestion that
anything of them. Through those negotiations Litvinoff be invited to Nottingham to the Committee.
a great opportunity had been missed for making The suggestion was accepted. He made his speech- _
peace on decent conditions. The opportunity had We did not agree. We listened as dies and gonken. wing of the movement.
been missed, because of the. Imperialistic designs IP too AuUFOPS ^^ in "TasiEyou juse % give scarcely represent the tod

“Before the Nottingham Conference a member of 
the left wing suggested that another distinguished 
visitor should be invited to speak. I was of the right

scarcely represent the industrial woman:

letarian Revolution ? MAXIM LITVINOFF,.
Plenipotentiary Representative of the Russian 
Federative Socialist Republic of Soviets.

London, June 28th, 1918.
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WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION NOTES
LONDON MEETINGS.

OUT door.

FRIDAY, JULY 5th. " - 
Queen's Crescent, Kentish Town. 6.30 PM:, Miss
Dock Gates.— 7.30, Mrs. Walker, Mrs. Cressall" 

(Housing Campaign).
SATURDAY, JULY 6th. _ e

Great Push for Socialism, Peace and Votes for All, 
in Waterloo Road. Secretary for the day, Miss 
Casey.—Meet at 3 P.M. at 29B, Lincoln's Inn 

- Fields, Holborn; Meetings at 3.30 and 6.30 P.M.
SUNDAY, JULY 7th.—

Osborn "Street, Whitechapel.—11.45 A.M., Mrs.
Walker.

Finsbury Park.—3.30 km.,..Miss Price. «
MONDAY, JULY Sth. „

Hoe Street, Walthamstow. —7 P.M., Mrs. Walker.
WEDNESDAY, JULY 10th. ■

Piggott Street, Poplar.—7 P.M., Mr. A. A. Watts and
' others.
FRIDAY, JULY 12th. .

Armagh Road, Bow.—11.30 am., Miss Price 
. (Housing Campaign).

SATURDAY, JULY 13th.
Hague Street, Bethnal Green:— 11.30 A:M., Miss

Price.
Great Push in Stratford and Poplar.

INDOOR. -
MONDAY, July 8th.

44, Malden Road, Kentish Town.—2.30 P.M.,
; Business Meeting.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 10th.
5 44, Malden Road, Kentish Town.—7 P.M., Miss 

Horsfall.
OTHER ORGANISATIONS.

WALTHAMSTOW LEAGUE OF RIGHTS, William
Morris Hall, Somers Road.-—2.30 P.M., Miss
Lambie.

Bow,—-Members' Meeting, Wednesday, July 10th, 
8 P.M. Important business.See Meetings list for 
Housing Campaign to. secure that local authorities 
shall take over the empty houses for those rendered 
homeless by' air raids and other circumstances. 
Buy the leaflet on ‘ How to solve the Housing 
Question,’ price - }d. each. Special leaflet " To 
Parents,’ 6d. for 50, being advice to parents on 
militarism for their children.

THE INTERNATIONAL.
MODIGLIANI’S APPEAL REJECTED.

Modigliani, the well-known Italian Socialist 
Deputy, appealed against his sentence in con- 
nection with riots in Turin in August last. But 
his appeal has been dismissed by the Superior 
Military and Naval Court

RIGHTS OF INHERITANCE.
On May 3rd the Russian Socialist Government 

published a decree abrogating the old rights of 
inheritance. Any estate which exceeds 10,000 
roubles (£1000) is socialised and put under the 
control of the Local Council (Sovet). The next 
of kin of the deceased (no distinction w male 
between his legitimate and illegitimate children) are 
guaranteed a pension if they are unable to work. 

' Creditors have a claim on the estate of a deceased 
person only after all next of kin unable to support 
themselves have been satisfied. The above decree 
is applied to all claims of which settlement i 
pending.

settlement is

THE GERMAN HEEL IN THE 
PROVINCES.

BALTIC

the GermanAccording to Moscow papers - . 
Imperialists are hard at work germanising Livonia, 
though the Brest-Litovsk treaty provides that 
the province was not to be annexed. All Lettish 
high schools have been closed and the Prussian 
curriculum introduced in other schools. In Riga 
the German language has been introduced in all 
the schools save two. In the country schools 
only such teachers have been installed as have 
not been contaminated by Socialism.” The work 
of germanization in Courland is being carried on 
still more thoroughly. Prussian non-commissioned 
officers who do not know a word of Lettish have 
been installed as teachers. Refugees who return 
from Russia lose their holdings if they refuse to 
pay the local German baron rent for the whole 
period of the war. Harshly as the Letts are 
being treated by German Imperialism, the Lettish 
Social Democratic Party does not -lose heart. 
It is proud of its past, for in 1905 it fought in the 
vanguard of the Russian Revolution and in the 
Revolution of last -November Lettish riflemen 
helped to defeat Kerensky near Petrograd. They 
still form the mainstay of the Maximalist Govern- 
ment and are ready to fight to their last breath to 
defend the present Socialist regime in Russia.

GALLOWS IN BESSARABIA.
Many a country should have liberated its own 

people before entering on a" war of liberation. ’ 
This applies with special force to Rumania where 
purely feudal conditions obtained before the war. 
In 1907, 10,000 peasants were shot down, or 
executed when they protested against the unjust 
land laws.

According to the Berner Tageblatt terror reigns 
in the country districts of Bessarabia recently 
annexed by Rumania. The land expropriated 
by the peasants has been handed back to the 

- landlords, and this'procedure is enforced by gallows

Tickets now ready for W.S.F. Outing to Epping 
Forest, Sunday, July 28th. Tea, Concert and Sale 
at Federation House, George Lane, South Woodford, 
at 4 P.M. Tickets, including fare, tea and concert, 38. 
each. To be obtained from Branch secretaries and 
Miss Bush, 400, Old Ford Road, E.

Manchester.—Hon Secretary, Miss Nagley, 10, 
Windsor Road, Levenshulme. Branch meetings forb- 
nightly on Thursdays.

Shefield.—Hon. Secretary: Mrs. Carford, 183, West 
Street. A successful concert-lecture on Russia by 
Edward Sormus and Councillor A. Barton was held 
in the B.S.P. Rooms on June 24. The Sheffield 
Socialist Vocal Union gave selections. £6 was 
collected towards carrying on the class-conscious 
Socialist movement in this country.

Gratefully acknowledged.-.—Irene, per Mrs. Drake 
(20s. w.), £3 ; Profit on Poplar Social, £1 14s. ; Profit 
on Bow Social, £1 8s. 9d.; Mrs. M. E. Muggeridge, 
£1 la.; Miss Ethel Lowy (10s. m.), £1 ; Mrs. Seurr, 
£1; Misses D. and M. Roach, 10s. ; Mrs. Sizer, 58. ; 
per Miss Helsby, 5s. ; Mrs. Brimley, 2s. 6d.; Tooting 
per Miss Horsfall, ls. ld. COLLECTIONS: Miss 
Price, £3 l5s. 6d. ; Miss Smyth, 2s. 1 Id. ; Miss Barker, 
2s. 84d.

W.S.F. SOCIAL WORK.
Offers needed for sellers on “ Mothers’ Arms Day," 

July 13th. Particulars from Nurse Clark, 438, Old 
Ford Road, E.

Gratefully acknowledged.—Proceeds from Palladium 
Performance, £200 ; Mrs. Alice Singer, £10 12s. 8d. ; 
Misses Gulland, £3 10s. ; ‘ Mrs. Baillie-Weaver 
(monthly), £2 10s. ; “ In Memoriam Gift," £2 28. ; 
Nurse Hebbes (10s. w.), £2; Miss E. A. Matthews, $2 ; 
Mrs. Boswell (monthly), £2 ; " In Memory of Elsie 
Grant Michelson,” from Assur Michelson, £1 10s. ; 
Mrs. Marian Judson, £1 10s.; Miss Burgis (sale of 
clothes), £1 ; Miss F.: E. Robarts, £1 1s. ; Mrs. Clarke, 
£1 ; per Miss Weir (monthly), £1 ; Miss J. T. Drewry 
(5s. m.). 10s. ; Mrs. Barfield, 4s. 6d.; Wm. Hasten, 10d. 
COLLECTIONS : L. S. A. Tool-room, £2 6s. 6.d. ; 
Bow, £1 5s. 7d. ; Misses E. Lagsding and M. Barker 
(Green’s Yard), £1 3s. 21d.; Dock Gates, 11s. 8d.; 
Misses K. Lagsding and J. Watts (Cubitt Town), 
10s. 3d. CLOTHES : Mrs. Skeat, Mrs. Cave, Mrs. 
Boswell, Mrs.zHarris Thring. BOOKS, &c. :]L.Mr. 
Hawkins.

set up in the villages. Any buildings burnt down 
must be rebuilt by the peasants and contributions 
are levied on villages to compensate the landlords. 
Serf labour—three days per week—has been 
introduced in the Saroksk district and Rumanian 
gendarmes drive the people to work with knouts.

ITALIAN SOCIALISTS AGAINST THE WAR.
In view of the attacks made on Turati, the Italian

Socialist deputy, for an anti-war speech made in the 
Chamber on June 16th his Socialist Parliamentary 
colleagues next day adopted a resolution supporting 
his action, in which they reaffirm the Italian Socialist 
Party’s unalterable opposition to the war and refusal 
to accept responsibility for its continuance. They 
unanimously declare that Turati’s pronouncmeent 
does not modify either the ideals or the policy derived 
from the class struggle which animates the Italian 
Socialist Party, causing it to remain firmly united. 
Further, that Turati’s sentiments are not in opposition 
to, but in perfect agreement with, the Party’s 
irreducible opposition to the war, which explains the 
repudiation of any " sacred union " having the aim 
of extracting from this appalling war a new incentive 
to war, the further oppression of peoples, and the 
consolidation of the capitalist system against which _ _____ _
to-morrow there will rise—owing to the terrible lesson FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCILIATION. .
of facts—the true Revolutionary International of the An Address on Causes & Cures of Child Delinquency 
Workers. The Italian Parliamentary Socialist Group ........... -
once again expresses its profound sense of solidarity 
with all the victims of all countries and its indis- 
soluble fraternity with all who suffer from the internal
reaction that is born of war.

THE TOWER HILL MEETING.
It would seem that the pressmen were short of 

copy on Monday, since the newspapers contained so 
many exaggerated stories of the Tower Hill Peace 
Meeting. The plain fact is that a crowd of sym- 
pathisers and opponents, the latter mainly silver- 
badged men, assembled on the Hill. The opponents 
commenced to speak and immediately afterwards we 
followed suit. The police, who were present in 
considerable numbers, and were rather foolishly 
ambushed around various corners, stopped both
sections several times. The violence reported is 
mainly a myth, though there was a mild attack on 
Mr. Russell. Sylvia Pankhurst, who is said to have 
been attacked, protests that no one so much as laid 
a finger upon her, and though a middle-aged man, 
wearing the dress of the comfortable classes, rushed ... ... poo. inces w pucu an oxtent us to be a «=- ... —- 
towards her during her speech, he was pulled aside by the taxpayers, and would enable sensible girls to marry where they 
a sailor, who said: " You haven’t been to the front," would otherwise not daro.to do ... «d to bring up.henithy PAPPX 
We asked the police where Tower Hill ends in order 
that we might hold a meeting without interruption 
from them. They said they could not tell us. We 
took the train to Whitechapel, and held an enthusiastic 
meeting at the corner of Osborne Street.

pany:

PUNISHING THE INNOCENT;
When a poor woman the widow of an unnaturalised F EAPIPE T TD

alien who was killed on the Bakerloo .Railway ——--′—- O — - —”
appealed for damages, Mr. Justice Darling said, WHOLESALE NEWSAGENT, 
the deceased might in the course of a few weeks after • •.
the accident have been interned. In Germany and City Agent for the Workers’ Dreadnought.
Austria many well-conducted Britons, had been 
interned long, long ago. If people committed wrongs 
like the German race had against the civilised world 
they must suffer for it, " and they certainly will.' 
The jury returned a verdict for the defendant com-

DREADNOUGHT FUND.
Mrs. Crosland Taylor, £3 ; A. J. Marriott, Esq 

£1 58. ; Mr. and Mrs. Durant (10s. m.), £1 ; a Sheffie 
Working Woman (48. m.), 18s. ; Dr. S. V. Pearson 
10s. ; Mrs. Brimley (23. 6d. w.), 58. ; Mr. J. A. Morton 
(monthly), 58. ; Mrs. Baillie-Weaver (monthly), 28. 64

MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENTS
FAMILY LIMITATION DOCTRINE. Post free, 1,4 

—Malthusian League, 48, Broadway, Westminster. ′ 2.

WOMEN WORKERS should spend their * holidays at 
“Sea View,” Victoria Road, Brighton.—Hostess, Mis. 
Turner. ,

TYPEWRITING REQUIRED at home; MSS. and 
Plays ; Duplicating accurately done. Terms on application 
—Apply Miss A. O. Beamish, 85 Hoxton Street.

MONTESSORI METHOD AND OPEN AIR SCHOOL. 
— Day Pupils or Boarders, aged 24 years upwards,—Apply 
to Mrs. Harrison, Federation House, George Lan. o’ 
Woodford, Essex.

NURSERY GOVERNESS OR MOTHERS HELP 
wanted at once for two children 6 and 4. £30 resident." 
Mrs. Gladstone, 40, Sydenham Road, Sydenham, S.E. 2"

TEACHER OF RUSSIAN desires engagements.—Anni? 
Box 100, Dreadnought Office.

PRIVATE EVENING TUITION IN SHORTHAND 
AND FRENCH. Pupils received or visited by Instructor 
with 8 years’ experience of commercial teaching under the 
L.C.C. — E. P. L., Pacifist " Holmcroft,” Chelmsford Road 
S. Woodford.

HAND-MADE BRUSHES, BEST BRISTLES, HAIR 
BRUSHES, CLOTHES BRUSHES, STOVE BRUSHES 
etc.—Apply Mrs. Savoy, 141, St. Stephen’s Road, Bow. ’

YOUNG LADY, B.Sc., vegetarian, DESIRES HOLL. 
DAY POST. Seaside preferred. Salary not essential." 
Apply, "Pax," Dreadnought Office.

ANTIQUES.
For Genuine Old English Furniture and China

MARY CASEY,
29b Lincoln’s Inn Fields, W.C.2.cs%

Greer’s Agreeable
BAKING, CUSTARD, EGG AND

BLANCMANGE POWDERS
In lad. Packets. Obtainable from all grocers, wholesale 

only from
D. W. GREER & CO.,

London, S.E.5

electric MACHINE BAKERY
91 BURDETT ROAD, MILE END,

W. WOODS & SONS,
Family Bakers.

London Workers’ Committee and W. S. F.

A LECTURE
on the

‘‘Growth and Development of the Workers’ Committee 
Movement, its Aims and Objects,’’ by W. F. WATSON, 

LEES HALL. BARKING ROAD, CANNING TOWN, 
THURSDAY. JULY 18th, 7.30 p.m.

Chair, E. Sylvia Pankhurst. Violinist, Edward Sermus.
Tickets, &l. each, from 400 Old Ford Road, and 7 Featherstone 

Building-, W.C.1, and at the door.

To Dreadnought Readers in the Borough of Croydon.
Do you know Croydon’s own Socialist Weekly Newspaper?

THE EPISTLE (estab. 1916).
The Editor, Contributors, Publishers and Printers are all Socialists.

Price ld. weekly, delivered anywhere in Croydon.
Send post card 112, Woodville Road, Thornton Heath, for weekly 

delivery.

will be given by
Miss F. PENROSE PHILP, ..

On SATURDAY, 13 JULY, at 3.0 p.m. .
At the Hall of the King’s Weigh House Church, Duke Street, W. 

(Entrance to the Hall in Thomas Street, near Bond Street Tube
Station.)

THE JULY PLEBS
contains

THE-CLASS STRUGGLE IN S. WALES. By J. T. Walton 
Newbold.

RECONSTRUCTION. By Mark Starr.
Educational Articles, Letters and Book Reviews.

Monthly 24d. post free. 2s. 6d. annually.
From Sec., 176 Springvale Road, Sheffield.

INTERNATIONAL YOUNG AGE PENSIONS.
Dear Friends of Humanity,—In order to relieve the terrible poverty 

and suffering that is devastating Europe, let us endeavour to place the 
children and all those who are helpless in comparative safety by 
securing SEVEN SHILLINGS A WEEKeach for them from the atate: 
that we may be free to work for other reforms. At present, whilst 
they are exposed to cold, poverty and hunger, we can think of nothing 
else. 7s. a week would ENABLE FAMILIES TO MOVE AT ONCE 
INTO BETTER HOUSES, and to obtain better milk and food. This 
would stimulate local trade and reduce expenses of WORKHOUSE, 
HOSPITALS, PRISONS and LUNATIC ASYLUMS, and do away 
with all poor rates to such an extent as to be A GREAT SAVING to

would otherwise not dare to do so, and to bring up healthy nappy 
children to become stalwart citizens and parents in their turn, besides 
relieving untold pain and suffering, and being an estimable benent to 
the State. snook —

The fact of a married man becoming automatically POORER at the 
birth of each child constitutes a cruelwrong to all children, and 
each child has 78. a week in its own individual right, as an intent 
citizen, suffering, war, disease, and poverty can never be abousne. 
Let us all demaud this from our different Governments now,before16 
may be too late. S. MACKENZIE KBNNNP

g, ST. BRIDE’S AVENUE, E.C.4
(Late City and Suburban Publishing Co.). 5

Printea by J. E. Francis, 11 and 13 Breams" Buildings, London. F.C4 
and Published by the Workers’ Socialist. Federation, 400 9 -

Road, London, 1.3 N


