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ROSA LUXEMBURG ANNIVERSARY
Rosa -Luxemburg was a woman of indomit- 

able will. Severe self-control put a curb 
upon the mettlesome ardour of her tempera- 
ment, veiling it beneath an outwardly reserved 
and calm demeanour. Mistress of herself, she 
was able to lead others. Her delicate sensi- 
tiveness had to be shielded from external in- 
i uences. Her apparent coldness and strict 
reserve were the screen behind which was hidden 
{ life of tender and deep feeling; a wealth of 
sympathy which did not stop short at man, but 
which embraced all living thoughts, and en- 
circled the world as one united whole. Once 
in a while Red Rosa, weary and worn with 
work, coming upon a lost fledgling in the open 
road, would carry it safely to its home. Her 
compassionate heart warmed to human suffer
ing and grew more tender as the years went 
by. Always did she find time to lend a willing 
ear to those who needed advice and help; often 
did she joyfully give up her own pleasure in 
order to succour those who came to her in their 
need. A severe task-mi stress to herself, she 
treated her friends with an instinctive indul
gence ; their woes and their troubles were more 
poignant to her than her own. As a friend 
she was a model of both loyalty and love, of 
self-effacement and gentle solicitude. With 
what rare qualities was she endowed, this 
resolute fanatic’ ‘ I How pregnant with 

thought and vivacity was her intercourse with 
intimates! Her natural reserve and dignity 
had taught her to suffer in silence. Nothing 
unworthy had any existence for her. Small 
and delicate in body, Rosa was nevertheless 
consumed with an energy which was unrivalled. 
She made the most remorseless demands upon 
her own powers of work, and she achieved 
positively astounding results. When it 
seemed that she must succumb to the exhaus
tion consequent upon her labours, she would 
embark upon another task demanding yet 
greater expenditure of vitality. Such en- 
deavours were undertaken in order to give 
myself a rest." Rarely was heard on her lips 
the phrase, ‘‘I cannot"; more frequently, in 
consequence, were beards the words, ‘ ‘I must. ’ ’ 
Her frail health and the unfavourable circum- 
stances of her life did not lessen her vigour. 
Sorely tried by bodily infirmities, encompassed 
with difficulties, she remained true to herself. 
Her inward sense of freedom smoothed every 
obstacle from her path.

Comrade Mehring was right in affirming that
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ed those industries. With the old Trade

During the war the Shop Stewards and Workers’ 
Commite movement had a remarkable growth. It 
was stiagest in the engineering and shipbuilding 
industr.8, and in the war work which so largely 
monoposed those industries. With the old Trade 
"nionisi in abeyance, with labour a scarce commo- 

"it, feeling its power, scarcely a town or village 
was left without a Workers’ Committee.

When the Armistice brought with it the cutting 
down of war staffs, the prominent shop stewards 
"ere often the first to be sent away. > Factories 
that had employed thousands of workers now em- 
Proved only hundreds or dozens. By all this change 
the Workers’Committee movement was profoundly 
"egted. Large numbers pf Workers’ Committees 

out of existence altogether, and those which 
remained in being dwindled sorely. Thus, one 
committee which contributed £80 to headquarters 
i" 313, contributed only £4 in 1919. The cireu- 

of a Workers’ Committee paper which was 
fell to g°28° weekly before the Armistice, rapidly

Rosa Luxemburg was one of Marx's most per
spicuous and intelligent followers. Gifted 
with shrewdness and with complete indepen
dence of thought, she refused to accept any 
traditional formula on trust; she probed every 
idea, every fact, which thus acquired a special 
and personal value for her. She combined to 
a rare degree the power of logical deduction 
with an acute understanding of everyday life 
and its development. Her dauntless mind was 
not content merely to know Marx’s teaching 
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and to elucidate the master’s doctrines. She 
undertook independent researches, and con- 
tinued the work of creation which is the very 
essence of Marx’s spirit. She possessed a 
remarkable capacity for luoid exposition, and 
could always find the aptest words wherewith 
to express her thoughts in all their plenitude. 
Rosa Luxemburg was never satisfied with the 
insipid and dry theoretical disquisitions so dear 
to the heart of our erudite Socialists. Her 
Speech was brilliantly simple; it sparkled with 
wit and was full of mordant humour; it seemed 
to be the incarnation of enthusiasm, and 
revealed the breadth of her culture and the 
superabundant wealth of her inner life. She 
was a splendid theoretician of scientific 
Socialism, but had nothing in common with 
the paltry pedants who cull all their wisdom 
from a few scientific works. Her thirst for

In Glasgow, however, the Workers’ Committee 
remains as vigorous as ever. It has its own offices, 
newspaper, and organisers. In London the Work- 
ers‘ Committee movement is in many respects ac
tually stronger and better organised than during 
the war.

But the Workers’ Committees have always in- 
clined to a spasmodic existence, breaking into ac 
tive life with any movement of unrest amongst the 

workers, and dwindling and all but disappearing in 
times or peacable stagnation. The Workers’ Com
mittees are embryonic Soviets. They have not, as 
they exist in this country, the machinery to fulfil 
the palliative tasks of the Trade Union; the pro
vision of sick pay, strike pay, and other friendly 
benefits, the legal defence of compensation cases, 
and so on. The Workers’ Committees probably 
have two practical missions. Firstly, that of forc- 
ing the various craft unions to reform and consoli
date themselves into industrial unions built up from 
the basis of the workshop; secondly that of pro- 
riding a means of cohesion, oxpression, and action

knowledge was insatiable. Her receptive 
mind, her intuitive understanding, turned to 
nature and to art as to a well-spring of happi
ness and moral perfection.

Socialism was for Rosa Luxemburg a 
dominating passion which absorbed her whole 
life, a passion at once intellectual and ethical. 
The passion consumed her and was transformed 
into creative work. This rare woman had but 
one ambition, one task in life—to prepare for 
the revolution which was to open the way to 

Socialism. Her greatest joy, her dream, was 
to live to see the revolution, to take her share 
in its struggles. Rosa Luxemburg gave t>o 
Socialism all she had to give; no words can ever 
express the strength of will, the disinterested- 
ness, and the devotion, with which she served 
the cause. She offered up her life on the altar 

' of Socialism, not alone in death, but in the long 
days of her labour, in the hours, the weeks and 
the years consecrated to the fight.Thus has 
she acquired the right to demand of others that 
they, too, shall sacrifice their all for Socialism 
—everything, life not excepted. She was the 
sword, she was the fire, of the revolution. 
Rosa Luxemburg will remain one of the greatest 
figures in the history of international Socialism.

CLABA ZETKI.

(Translated by Eden and Cedar Paul from 
L'Internationale Communiste.)

for the workers in those times of crises which are 
gradually leading to the final end of capitalism.

On January 10th-11th the Workers’ Committee 
Movement held a national conference in the Inter
national Socialist Club in East London. Some 63 
delegates were present, representing neary 77,000 
workers. The National Council was re-elected with 
little change. It now consists of George Peet, 
Secretary, J. T. Murphy, assistant secretary, T. 
Kime, Treasurer, A. McManus, W. Gallacher, T. 
Dingley, Keeling, Watkins and D. Ramsay.

It was decided to elect the N.A.C. from the Con- 
ference, and to accept for nomination delegates and 
members of the retiring N.A.C., whether delegates 
or not. It was pointed out that as some of the 
retiring N.A.C. were not delegates they would not 
be subject to recall, as provided by the Workers' 
Committee Constitution. To obviate this objection 
it was decided that the body nominating a delegate 
should have the right to recall that delegate, 
whether he belonged to the body or not.

The Conference decided to apply for affiliation to 
the Third International and passed the following 
resolutions : —

Continued on next Page
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UNEMPLOYMENT.
The West London Workers’ Committee ask 

the following resolutions to be placed on 
agenda :— .

The “DAILY HERALD” Policy.
"The Daily Herald policy ? Why, you surely 

know that the Herald has no policy I” That is 
what a large proportion of our readers will un
doubtedly say, but the Daily Herald, amid all 
its curious contradictions and vacillations, has 
at present one guiding motive, which is to 
secure a coalition of bourgeois and trade union 
elements to form a so-called "Moderate Labour 
Government ” of J. H. Thomas, J. R. Clynes, 
Robert Smillie, Robert Williams, J. R. Mac- 
Donald, Wedgwood, Webb, with Lloyd George 
and a crowd of other such bourgeois schemers, 
and now Lord Fisher! 1 ord Fisher has said he 
wants all the nation to work and that the work- 
man must be made a partner with the capitalist. 
That is enough for the Herald. It hails him 
as "A Labour First Lord" and "First Lord of 
the Admiralty in a Labour Government." The 
Herald says —

Of course, Mr. Churchill--who is an authority on 
Lord Fisher, as on everything else—says Labour is 
not competent to have a government or a First Lord 
at all. Would Mr. Churchill argue that Lord 
Fisher knows less about ships than Mr. Walter 
Long ?

What does this mean? Is the Herald 
merely fooling, or is the Labour Party already 
negotiating for Lord Fisher's assistance when 
it comes into power? Lord Fisher, from what 
we can hear of him, is an aggressive Imperialist 
who will demand a big building programme for 
the Navy.

The Herald’s idea of things under the ex
pected Labour government seems to be to 
retain all the old lumber of Government 
machinery precisely as it is.

It is interesting to notice that the Daily Mail 
has already given a forecast of the future 
Labour Government and that it also predicts 
that Lord Fisher will be the First Lord of the 
Admiralty.

On New Year’s day the Herald published 
an array of greetings from all sorts of people, 
including the Lord Mayor of London and Mr.
Gordon Selfridge. The burden of those greet-

THE WORKERS’ COMMITTEE.
Continued from front Page

Nationalisation. (Mines, Railways, etc.). 
"This Conference, while urging the rank and file 
of the working-class movement to support the miners 
or any other body of workers in their fight against 
the employing class, declares that the Nationalisa
tion of any industry which leaves the capitalist 
class in power will not emancipate the workers, and 
calls on the organised labour movement to strive 
for the confiscation of the mines, railways and other 
means of production and distribution in the interests 
of labour.

"This Conference further declares that all schemes 
of joint control, whether embodied in the Bankey 
Report, Whitley Report, or any other capitalist 
scheme are detrimental to the best interests of the 
working class and urges the workers to reorganise 
themselves for the purpose of independently tak- 
ing control of the industrial and social machinery 
of the State in the interests of the exploited 
M3S30B.

"Furthermore, for the purposes of control of the 
forces of production and distribution by the 
workers, this Conference declares the Soviet or 
Workers’ Committee form of organisation is the 
best and urges the trade unions and all the co- 
operative movement in every locality to confer with 
and assist the Shop Stewards or Workers’ Com
mittees to bring into being as swiftly as possible the 
full development of such organisation. This reso
lution to be sent to all co-operative societies.

Cost of LIVING.
"This Conference joins with the T.U. Congress in 

its protests against the ever-increasing cost of liv- 
ing, but affirms. that the Congress scheme for 
Government subsidies is a vicious expedient, and 
calls on the local and national organisations of the 
workers to prepare economic machinery and accept 
full responsibility for the welfare of labour.

for 
the

all"This Conference demands and urges ... 
organised labour to press for a six hour day, five 
days per week, or such further curtailment as shall 
ibsorb all the unemployed in every industry.”

"This Conference demands a minimum wage of 
£1 per day for all workers, this minimum to be ad- 
anced proportionate to the advance in the cost of 

living from the basis of Government returns, 
December, 1919."

CONSCRIPTION.
"This Conferenee joins with the T.U. Congress
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QUESTIONS OF THE DAY.
ings was that there is community of interest 
between capital and labour and that labour- 
must Exercise forbearance. , The Prince of 
Wales, with a greater sense of fitness than the 
Herald, refused to send a greeting; he realised 
that he belongs to the regime of labour’s sub
jection and that kingship must go when Com
munism brings labour’s emancipation.

The poor scribes who earn their living by- 
journalism are forced by economic necessity to 
write what the employing classes dictate. The 
employers realise that the Press is the great 
maker of public opinion and they use their 
power to fashion public opinion in their interests. 
The Herald, as the only daily paper professing 
to stand for labour, has a great opportunity. 
That it should use this to preach a negation of 
the class war is regrettable. It is also regrettable 
to find its columns devoted to such absurdities 
as beauty competitions. TheHerald's defence 
is that it is trying to increase its circulation 
evidently it does not realise the importance of 
its mission as educator.

The Herald is constantly being attacked for 
publishing advertisements which are hostile to 
Labour; for instance the advertisements of the 
pro-Koltchak Russian Information Bureau and 
of the Pearl Assurance Company during the 
strike. The Herald replies that it believes in 
free speech and opens its columns to both sides. 
It is not the business of a Labour newspaper 
to give space to the capitalists to put their case; 
the capitalists have an extensive Press of their 
own. The historic struggle in whichthe op- 
pressed masses are gradually striving upwards 
to their emancipation is not a polite debate on 
which either side may be right. Moreover, it 
should be pointed out that the Herald does not 
open: its columns freely to both sides; on the 
contrary, it accepts from the capitalists pay- 
ment for allowing them to do propaganda in 
its columns. Every time the Herald accepts, 
such payments for putting such advertisements 
in its columns it is accepting a bribe. E.S.P. 

in its condemnation of conscription for military 
service for the support of capitalism and demands 
the complete discharge of all conscripts and the 
immediate removal of the Military Service Acts 
from the Statute Book.

RUSSIA.
"This conference sends greetings to the Russian 

Soviet Republic and enthusiastically welcomes the 
splendid constructive work for Communism accom- 
plished by the Soviets. It congratulates the Red 
Army on its magnificent fight against militant 
capitalism and declares its solidarity with the 
Russian Soviet Republic and all the workers of the 
world struggling against international capitalism.”

“This Conference deplores the long toleration by 
the British workers of the attack which the 
capitalist forces of the world are making on Soviet 
Russia. It now urges the trade unionists to in
struct the delegates to the next T.U. Congress to 
declare for a general strike to force the Govern- 
ment to stop all forms of intervention, whether 
by land or air forces or the navy by the financing 
of adventurers or by the use of the League of 
Nations or conquered or weaker states re-open and 
to immediately commercial relations and estab
lish peace with Soviet Russia on the basis of no 
annexations, no indemnities, and the right to self- 
determination of all nationalities."

POLICE.

"That this Conference emphatically protests 
against the action of the Government in attempting 
to suppress a legitimate workers' organisation such 
as the National Union of Police and Prison Officers.

“We consider the Police Acts of 1919 to be a 
part of a sinister scheme to militarise the police 
forces and to destroy ultimately all working class 
organisations. .

"We therefore demand the repeal of the Police 
Act, 1919, and the reinstatement of the police and 
prison officers dismissed by arbitrary officials of the 
Government, and do now recommend that the Shop 
Stewards and Workers’ Committees throughout the 
country do at once take such steps that will result 
in collective and simultaneous action of such a 
nature which will compel the Government to accede 
to this legitimate demand.”

"That this Conference decides to link up with the 
American I.W.W. and instructs the N.A.C. to take 
steps to bring this about.”

GIVE THIS PAPER TO A FRIEND.

THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS.
The League of Nations is a. capitalist organis. 

tion and will undoubtedly be used for crushing 
Workers’ Revolution wherever it appears.wa 
ships flying the League of Nations’ flag bombard. 
Soviet Russia. Nevertheless, the British Labout 
Party has issued a manifesto in favour of () 
League of Nations. This was signed by Phili, 
Snowden and Ramsay MacDonald on behalf of 12 
I.L.P. Did the I.L.P. agree to it? At theGla 
gow Trade Union Congress last September, Robert 
Williams joined with Tom Shaw, M.P., of the Te.. 
tile Workers, in moving a resolution -instructing 
the Parliamentary Committee to take part in pre 
paganda for the League of Nations. Beside all th. 
social patriots who invariably support the Govern, 
ment in power, the manifesto was also signed by 
Tom Mann for the A.S.E. and Robert Smillie for 
the miners. Tom Mann undoubtedly has enougl 
knowledge of the workings of International Cap. 
talism to guard him from placing any faith in the 
League of Nations. We can conclude that he 
signed officially for the A.S.E. without regard to 
his own views. In that case a conscience clause for 
Trade Union officials is necessary.

THE MOULDERS.
The moulders, having struck for nearly four 

months for an advance of 15/- a week, which 
would not bring their wages up to the pre-war 
level, have again refused to accept an advance 
of 5 / -. Arthur Henderson has been opposed to 
the strike from its inception, and has urged the 
men to accept every offer that came along. We 
think that the moulders are probably saying: 
' ‘Our secretary has again secured a seat in Par
liament, he has become a very prominent man 
he is even spoken of as a future Labour Prime 
Minister, but he no longer displays any soli, 
darity with us; he has no longer the time or 
the wish to understand our position."

The moulders have continued their strike 
with dogged perseverance in spite of dwindling 
funds and official disapproval. If the other 
workers in the engineering industry had come 
to their aid, the strikewould have been won in a 
few days; indeed, the threat of a strike would 
doubtless have caused the employers to give 
way. The executive of the other Unions have 
contented themselves with asking the Govern
ment to mediate. Solidarity, solidarity, and 
again solidarity is, a lesson British workers are 
slow to learn. Until they have learnt it, they 
will not be ready for revolution

RENTS TO GO UP.
Dr. Addison, the Minister of Health, has 

said that rents must go up on all new houses, 
which means that we shall presently see an 
all-round increase in house rent. He has 
advised one local authority to charge 3/- a week 
more for new houses in the first 15 months 
and to raise the rents by a further 2/6 a week 
at the end of that time. The Housing (Ad 
ditional Powers) Act, 1919, enables the 
Government to subsidise private individuals who 
will erect houses within twelve months of 
December • 23rd, 1919. For this purpose 
£15,000,000 may be spent.

The 1919 Act gives local authorities power to 
borrow money for building by the issue of hous 
ing bonds. A publicity campaign is being 
started to induce people to take up these hous- 
ing bonds. This campaign will probably fail, 
and the financial interests will probably boy
cott the loans of the municipal authorities. 
High finance has set its face against social 
reform. The nu * 114* unicipalities,. can do nothing Warks’Councils has been formed, composearof 22
without money; their very limited power to
introduce reforms is largely conditioned on 
their power to borrow.

MILK.
Milk supplies are said to exceed the demand 

That is because prices are too high for the 
workers to pay. Working-class children are en 
feebled for lack of milk. Mothers, why do you 
tolerate this ? When Communism comes the 
mothers in every street will meet together to 
discuss such problems, and will elect their dele 
gates to the local and national workers’ com 
mittees, or Soviets, which will deal with milk 
distribution amongst other matters. When 
Communism comes milk will be free to all, and 
no child will ever go short of this primary ne 
cessity.

At Nottingham, the workers are combining " 
refusing to buy milk in order to reduce the oost.
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INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF SOCIALIST & COMMUNIST STUDENTS
HELD AT GENEVA, DECEMBER 26-2911. 

BY R. PALME DUTT.

Jr was something of an enterprise to attempt to 
hold an international Socialist congress of students 
at a time when the old forms of the official Socialist 
international were in the melting pot. As we set 
olit from England for Geneva the news met us of 
the breakdown of the Geneva Congress of the Second 
International. We had some grounds for feeling 
proud that our Geneva Congress, at any rate, had 
not broken down, and that, however much our elders 
might be disposed to waste time with endless delays 
and wranglings over war causes and national issues, 
the younger people of the Socialist movement were 
only eager to get together and get on with the work 
of Socialism. What was more, the extent of the 
range covered by our Congress was wider than is 
vet covered by either of the official Internationals. 
We ranged from the majority Socialists of Germany 
io the extreme Communists of Eastern Europe. 
Such a meeting of groups in a common international 
Socialist Congress had not taken place since the war 
began. ‘ : gi 5 | .

There were delegates from England, France, 
Germany, Austria. Switzerland, Jugoslavia, 
Belgium and Holland. There were fraternal dele- 
gates from America, Russia and Serbia. Other 
countries were unrepresented because of pass
port and other difficulties; these included Italy, 
Spain, Sweden and Denmark. In addition there 
were representatives present as visitors from 
various young Socialist organisations and from the 
"Clarte" movement. The nature of the Federa- 
tions represented by these delegates varied. Jugo- 
slavia, Switzerland and Holland were pure Com- 
mu n is 6 organisations. The same applied to Italy 
and Spain. The Austrian association, which had 
been founded by Max Adler, was strongly in sym- 
pathy with Communist principles, but was still 
attached to the Social Democratic Party. 
Similarly the Belgian association was revolutionary 
in its outlook, but had only been able to send del e- 
rates under the protection of the Belgian Labour

The French movement was divided into 
two sections, one in favour of the Third Inter- 
iinfioual, the other sympathetic but against actual 
adhesion.! The German movement was still more 
sharply divided into two rival federations. There 
had been a vain attempt at unity at a Conference 
in Leipsic, shortly before the Congress, but the 
mp tire had proved unavoidable. On the one side 
was the Inter-Socialist. Federation, which included 
all three types. Majority, Independent and Com- 
munist, meeting for purposes of discussion and ex- 
change of views. . This had sent three delegates, 
8 Majority Socialist, an Independent and a Com- 
munist: but only the Majority Socialist had suc
ceeded in getting his passports. On the other side 
was the smaller "Bloc of Revolutionary Students,” 
which included Independents and Communists, and 
sent one delegate of each . (As to how delegates 
succeed Rd in coming. in spite of difficulties over 
passports, this is not the place to speak; and the 
same reason makes it inadvisable to say anything 

those who were present, interesting and striking 
though many of them were). Finally the University 
not ialist Federation of Great Britain, an organisa- 
tion rather older and longer established than the 
others, going back to 1912 and covering eleven of

INTERNATIONAL NEWS.
WORKERS' COUNCILS IN ITALY.

the development of Workers' Councils in Italy, 
more or less on similar lines to Workers' Commit- 
Tees in this country, and consisting of the whole 
Jody of workers in a factory, Unionist and non- 
Unionist, elected from different shops in the fac- 

is a new phenomenon in Italy which has 
roused vigorous discussions in labour circles. The 
movement hasdeveloped particularly in Turin, 
xering first the metal trades and extending to

wner trades, until now a general Commissariat A"
1.1. =--—9 2- -____ --_ ,____ __ ___ 
"slegates from various factories, representing 
out 50,000 workers. The discussion has centred 

2" the. significance of these Councils, one section 
8___ 8 them as a possible source of weakness 

» the I rade Union movement and the militant 
Prit by developing purely local and shop inter-

the other sections regarding them from the 
eutionary point of view as a realisation in part 
the Workers’ Councils advocated at the Bologna 
Ngress as the instrument of the revolution, 
—claiming their value as a training for the

rS in the direction of the control of industry 
I should accustom them to regard their func- 
tons as producers rather than merely as wage- 
arners. The inclusion of non-Unionists in the 

electorate’’ is likewise viewed with opposing 
some as a danger to Trade Unionism. 

others as a means of initiating the unorgan- 
I J t the realms of organisation with consequent 
inn ate utility to Trade Unionism and the revolu-

the Socialist Party of Turin has passed a re- 
gon welcoming the creation of Works’ Councils 

developing among the workers the productive 
of industry; (2) forming the germ of proleta- 

the British universities, is a body which only seeks 
to bring togother Socialist students of all types and 
help them in their difficult fight against the condi- 
tions of our capitalist universities, and in conse- 
quence does not itself hold any separate party plat- 

something" of the basis of the Congress, since the 
idea of a separate student Socialist organisation 
may easily, give rise to misapprehension. If there 
were any idea ofseparating off student Socialists 
from the rest of the Socialist world, such an idea 
would only be fit for damnation. The only object 
of a student Socialist organisation at all is to deal 
with the special problems raised in bringing students 
into the Socialist movement. This is the idea of 
the University Socialist Federation, which for this 
reason does not regard itself as a separate party 
at all, but merely as an instrument for enabling 
students to learn about Socialism and seeing to it 
that when they have learnt, they do not remain 
passive, but pass on into the active Socialist and 
workers’ movement. In the same way our com- 
rades of the purely Communist students’ societies, 
although regarding themselves more definitely as a 
specific party able to affiliate separately to Moscow, 
were just as keen not to mark themselves off from 
the rest of the movement, and for this reason consti- 
tuted themselves a sub-division of the general 
Young Socialist Movement centred in Berlin. 
However much we might differ on other points of 
organisation, on the question of not separating off 
student Socialists from the rest of the movement 
we were all at one.

The great question of difference was the question 
of adhesion to the Third International or not. This 
did not in any sense mean a division for or against 
Communism. , The only issue was between affilia- 
tion to the Third International and independence 
of either. The opposition between these two was 
not an opposition of rival political views, but of 
varying conceptions of the right method of organi
sation and the function of a students’international. 
The upholders of independence did in fact include 
Communists. The basis of the two points of view 
may be expressed as follows:—

The Communists felt that a real international 
of revolutionary Socialist students could only be 
built on a Communist basis. Any combination of 
points of view so fundamentally opposed as social 
democracy and Communism would make the Inter
national valueless. Common action—and action 
throughout was what they were intent upon—could 
only be secured upon a basis of common principles. 
No mere revolutionary phraseology, to which all pay 
lip service, could secure this end; the one absolute 
test, which stripped of all pretence, was adhesion 
or not to the Third International.

. The Independents began from a different concep
tion of the functions of a students’ international. 
They held that if there is any justification for a 
students’ Socialist organisation existing alongside 
the political parties, it was because it was some- 
thing different and played a different part from the 
political, parties. -Otherwise it would be mere 
duplication. The political parties were concerned 
in taking a stand on one side or another; and as 
individual members of their political parties the 
student Socialists and Communists could take their 
stand and affiliate to one or another international. 

rian revolutionary institutions. Finally on Decem
ber 14th, a special congress of the Turin Chamber of 
Labour was called to discuss the question, and after 
an animated discussion passed a resolution by 38,489 
votes against 26,219, approving the Councils, but 
leaving open the question of the desirability of in- 
eluding unorganised workers in their electorates.

ROUMANIA AND RUSSIA.
Two years ago the Entente Governments re- 

quested Roumania to co-operate, in the contem
plated operations against the Soviet Government. 
Roumania showed pretty clearly that it did not 
desire to interfere in Russia’s domestic affairs, but 
under pressure finally accepted the Entente policy 
"in principle," without showing any enthusiasm 
for it in practice.

Since the Entente decided to form “a sanitary 
cordon against Bolshevism,” Roumania so far ac
cepted the policy as to be prepared to defend the 
Dniester frontier against attack. But in the au- 
tumn of last year (1919) Roumania refused to help 
Denikin by giving him arms and the co-operation 
of Roumanian troops because: (1) It is against her 
interest to reform an imperialistic Russia, which 
would follow the policy known as that of the will of 
Peter the Great; (2) Roumania does not want to 
interfere in the internal affairs of her neighbours; 
(3) She does not want to create new causes of ani- 
mosity between herself and Russia; (4) She refuses 
to arm Denikin, whose avowed policy was to take 
back Bessarabia.

A LETTER FROM ANTWERP.
DEAR EDITOR,—I send you best wishes for 1920, 

and hope that we shall be duly aware of the great 
responsibility which rests upon us, and should fill 
us with courage, initiative, and determination to

a
It was right and proper that they should do this 
as individual members of their political societies 
like anyone else, and not in a separate organisation 
of their own. ■ The only purpose of a separate 
students’ organisation was to afford a meeting 
ground for all types where they could co-operate 
in the common work that affected them as students. 
Only in this way could an international be built ; 
the alternative was half a dozen different studenisi 
internationals, each reflecting a different political 
seet, and covering only one or two countries, and 
all in sum defeating the whole purpose of inter- 
national organisation.

This issue took precedence of all other issues. 
As soon as the reports of the International Com
mittee and the national sections had been received, 
and the questions of mandates settled (this occupied 
the first day and the beginning of the second) this 
issue was voted to a place of priority on the agenda 
before the questions of a constitution, education, 
etc. The debate was keen and lasted many hours: 
and when at last the division came, an equal vote 
was cast on each side. This division was on the 
J ugoslav resolution proposing adhesion to the Third 
International. A milder resolution was put for- 
ward by the Austrians proposing an expression of 
sympathy with the principles of the Third Inter- 
national without adhesion, but this pleased neither 
side and was strongly rejected. At this deadlock 
a scene of considerable confusion followed. In the 
end it was decided that the two sections should 
meet separately in order to determine their policy.

It was clear that there was every danger of a 
rupture. The Communists in any case proceeded 
to organise their distinctive Communist Students’ 
International which thus constituted a section of 
the general Young Socialist Movement. They 
went forward with the agenda, and in the dis- 
cussion on education a lecture of great interest 
on Soviet education was given by Paul Birukof, 
the biographer of Tolstoy. Meanwhile the Indepen- 
dents had no intention of consenting to a rupture 
or forming a rival federation. They at once 
entered into negotiation with the representatives of 
the Communists in order to reach a basis of agree- 
ment. After a prolonged interchange of views a 
basis was finally reached. It was decided that an 
Independent or Free Section for Socialists and 
Communists of all types should be organised parallel 
with the Communist Association, and that there 
should be regular relations and exchange of infor- 
mation between the secretariats of the two. The 
bridge is a slender one, but at any rate the feud 
of the old parties has been avoided and a nucleus 
of international organisations formed for the time 
when conditions will have become clearer.

There is no doubt that difference in condition: 
more than in opinion is behind the cleavage which 
rofected itself in the dual type of organisation 
evolved. The relations between the delegates were 
of the friendliest, and the desire for co-operation 
existed on all sides. But Europe is living in two 
halves, and the two halves are living in different 
centuries. Between countries which are already 
in the process of revolution and countries which 
have not yet entered it there is all the difference 
in the world. The problems are different, and 
the method of organisation must inevitably be 
different. Closer international unity must await 
closer similarity in international conditions.

f

reach our object—the Soviet World Republic.
Every day I see more clearly that this work is 

not one of a particular nation but of all the nations 
of the world. We, therefore, need a closer co-opera- 
tion with each other. ,

We are making headway with our propaganda 
here, especially amongst the Trade Unionists. A 
section of the so-called social democrats is very 
much in favour of the Soviet system. Unless soms 
thing practical is done in Parliament, which is 
unlikely, I think that great changes will take place 
here. .

Every time the shop stewards meet they speak of 
the Soviets. Our Trade Union leaders, who are pre- 
sent at these meetings, did not much approve or 
my arguments in the beginning, but now they seem 
to realise the seriousness of the situation, and they 
are turning rapidly to the left. They are now nearly 
all anti-parliamentarian.

This month I shall start a course of lectures about 
the Soviets for the shop stewards. Let us hope it 
may bear fruit. I.get plenty of information now 
from the Russian Soviet Government Bureau, in 
New York.
I should be much obliged for authentic informa

tion about the comrades in Italy, and how they are 
carrying on their propaganda. I heard Huysmans 
say at a public meeting last week that our Italian 
comrades are very eccentric and do not always 
mean what they say, because of their temperament.

Also I would like to know your present opinion 
about the Second International. I have already held 
a good many meetings and lectures without asking 
the officials. They were rather troubled by that in 
the beginning, but they are already accustomed to 
it now, for they see that they cannot prevent it, 
especially as the young people are looking for my 
services. Kind regards to all the comrades.

LRo FRBNSSEN.

$
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WILL THEY STRIKE?
THE ISSUE BEFORE THE RAILWAYMEN.

The decision before the railwaymen is 
not an easy one. If they reject the terms 
of the Government and declare a strike, 
they are fully aware that no ordinary strike 
is before them. They know that this strike 
will mean a veritable tug-of-war between 
themselves and the Government, that the 
Government wil! use all the powers it pos- 
sesses to defeat them.

The War has provided the Government 
with opportunities for militarising the 
country in many ways: of these opportun- 
ities it availed itself to the full, because 
it was aware that in a future rendered 
nearer by the War and the Russian Revo- 
lution, a contest for the power of Govern- 
ment would develop between Capital and 
Labour. In the Army and Navy the Gov- 
cm ment has at its disposal men who are 
able to run the railways as well as (motor 
and air transport facilities. The Govern
ment made a very poor job of its attempt to 
replace the railwaymen in the September 
strike, but it will try harder next time.

Moreover, in order to win, the Govern- 
ment will not scruple to declare the strike 
illegal; it has the power to do so under 
D.O.R.A. It will not scruple to issue in-
junctions against the strike leaders. 
President Wilson's Government did in 
ease of the American miners’ strike.

as 
the

The Government may even resort to Via 
lance, as it did at Fetherstone and Tony- 
pandy if it thinks it expedient to do so.

In short, the railway strike, if it comes, 
will mean a very serious contest; but the 
workers cannot afford to avoid it for that 
reason. To do so would be to invite 
the Government to apply coercion in the 
case of every trade dispute.

J. H. Thomas recommended the Govern- 
ment’s terms to the railwaymen as " an 
immense advance, a fair and honourable 
settlement. "

Obviously this description was inspired 
by his desire that the terms should be ac- 
cepted. But the description is grossly in 
correct. People are becoming aroused to 
enthusiastic sympathy for the Pearl Insur- 
ance agents who demand £3 per week, but 
many grades of railwaymen are given less 
than that under the Government’s terms. 
Replying to Winston Churchill’s remark that 
the Labour Party is not fit to assume the 
responsibilities of government, Thomas, 
Henderson, and other Labour officials have 
indignantly replied that Labour is not con- 
tent to remain a hewerof wood and a 
drawer of water for all time. The Labour 
officials, like Thomas and Henderson, 
long ceased to be hewers of wood 
drawers of water, they are politicians 
most comfortable bourgeois salaries, 
workers who employ these officials are 

have 
and 

with 
The 
very:

generous, and pay them ap a rate to which 
the workers themselves can never hope to

attain. Meanwhile, Labour members of 
Parliament who happen not to be also offic
ials of great and generous trade unions, are 
crying out that they are living under hard- 
ship on the Parliamentary wage of £8 a 
week, a wage not offered to any grade of 
railwaymen under the “ honourable settle- 
ment ” so highly recommended by Mr. 
Thomas.

During the War Thomas joined with the 
Liberal and Tory politicians in declaring 
that, after the War, when once the Allies 
had succeeded in crushing Germany, there 
would be a newi world for the workers: that 1 
things would never be as before for them: 
and that the value and dignity of manual 
labour being recognised, it should be ad- 
equately recompensed and given its rightful 
place in the community. And now, after 
all those promises and all that bombastic 
claptrap, when the Government offers the 
railway workers terms that will barely keep 
their wages up to the pre-war stand
ard, Thomas describes the terms as an 
" honourable settlement."

Evidently it is the Labour politicians who 
are no more to be " hewers of wood and 
drawers of water," the rank and file men 
and women in the workshops and the cot 
tags homes are to get on as before ! :

But, says Thomas, and say Henderson. 
Clynes, Hodge, Barnes, Roberts, and all 
the rest of them: " Wait for a Labour Gov. 
eminent; wait till we are in power, then ( 
all things shall be added unto you."

In Australia, New Zealand, Austria and 
Germany, the workers know what it is to 
live under Labour Governments i and they 
find that they still have to strike against 
both private employers and Labour Cabinet 
Minsters to obtain a living wage. Not till 
the Soviets are set up and Capitalism is 
overthrown do the workers find their con- 

. ditions changed. - '
Therefore, wb urge the railway workers 

not to postpone their efforts to secure im- 
proved conditions on the chance of a Labour 
Party success at the next general election. | 
Should the Labour Party win at the next 
general election it will not be independent 
of Capitalism; it is indeed now arranging a 
coalition in fact, if not in name, with the 
more liberal capitalists Should a Labour 
Government, without dethroning the cap 
italist system, attempt drastically to increase 
the pay of the railway workers, or any 
other section of workers, the capitalists will 
immediately cry out that other industries 
are being affected, and the cost, of pro- . 
duction raised. Indeed, the capitalists will 
be much more intolerant of wage-raising 
by a Labour Government, than by the Gov- 
eminent of Lloyd George, and they will 
have so many financial and other means of 
embarrassing the Labour Government that 
only a stronger pressure from the workers 
than that put on by the capitalist will se- 
cure the increase., Can you doubt that, 
you who know Thomas, Henderson and the 
other Labour Party men?

Therefore, . railway workers should view 
the present crisis on its merits, without 
any false hope that a few weeks or months 
will change the aspect of this workaday 
world for them.

The railway workers must ask themselves 
whether their terms are worth fighting for, 
if they decide that, they should fight.

If the workers fight, the strike may de- 
velop into a contest for power between the 
workers and the Government and capitalists, 
that will make the objects for which the 
strike was entered upon seem altogether in- 
adequate Then perhaps the workers may 
develop a larger vision, which will cause 
them to strive not for a few shillings a 
week more, but for the power of govern-
ment itself. E. SYLVIA PANKHURST.

POLAND AND BELGIUM.
Poland has been constituted an indepen. 

dent state by the Allied Governments, and 
they have done this for Poland entirely to 
advantage themselves. One of the tasks laid 
upon Independent Poland is to form part 
of the ring fence which the Allied Govern- 
ments are trying to maintain around Soviet 
Russia, and to fight Soviet Russia at Allied 
dictation.

The Times is now suggesting that Poland 
may be used as a second Belgium, to Ipre. 
sent the Allied Governments with a pretext 
for a declaration of war on Russia, which 
will be plausible enough to damp down 
opposition to such a war on the part of the 
Allied peoples.

The Times expresses its conviction that 
Soviet Russia will invade Poland, it says: 
" Poland will be to the Bolshevists of Rus- 
sia what Belgium was to the old Kaiserdom. 
and the first task of the League of Nations, 
as distinguished fromthe old pre-war sys. 
tem, will be whether the League13 more 
efficacious or less in protecting Belgium.”

The Times would have itappear that 
Poland is an innocent neutral in danger 
of being attacked. Surely no people, how. 
ever dense, can be gulled by such astory. 
Soviet Russia extended complete freedom 
to the part of Poland lying within the Rus- 
sian Empire, as Soviet Russia did to every 
state which asked for it. Poland, on the 
other hand, is carrying on an unprovoked 
and utterly unjustifiable war on Soviet Rus- 

sia, a war dictated by the Allies, to whom 
the Polish Government submits, because 
Poland is economically bankrupt am 
the Government cannot maintain it: 
existence without raw materials from the 
Allies.

According to The Times’ Warsaw corres 
pondentthe offensive against Soviet Bus 
sia towards the river Dubny. which the 
Poles have just completed with the Letts 
was undertaken to feel the pulse of the 
Polish nation " with regard to the active 
continuation of the war against the Bol 
shevists in the spring. The Tinies’ cor 
respondent says that " judging from th 
Warsaw press all the necessary enthusiast 
for fresh ventures seems to exist. The new 
of the capture of Dvinsk was hailed wifi 
delight by all except the Socialists. It i 
spoken of openly as the first step to a new 
offensive, and there are congratulatory ref 
erences to Mi Clemenceau’s speech in th 
Franch Chamber about Poland’s role a 
agent of Western civilisation in the figh 
against Bolshevism.

The Socialist press adopts . an ironi 
strain. " Long live the War,” its headline 
run; " Famine in Dombrowa," " Unemploy 
ment in Warsaw,” " Thousands dying from 
typhus in Galicia.” ....

If Poland is going to be helped and en 
couraged by France and ■ England to car 
on the war with a view to upsetting th 
Soviet regime, it is just as important" 
relieve the internal economic difficulties " 
the Poles as to supply them with milita, 
necessities. The Seeuilists are quite capall 
of engineering a " stop the war" start 
sufficiently effective to tip, the Government 
hands.” 4.. .

Denikin and Kolchak seem both either" 
have resigned or to be overthrown. Cr 
tainly they are defeated. That is a splen 
did achievement, an achievement only PO: 
sible to Soviet Russia because, the masse 
support the Communist Government.

But it must not be thought that the C" 
italists have abandoned their fight aguins 
Communist Russia. The Inter-Baltic “" 
ference, where the British Government,"" 
be represented, is another attempt to atec 
Soviet Russia. Esthonia has concluded," 
armistice with the Soviets. Latvia and " 
other Baltic people would like to “° 

game, but the British Government, with its 
power of blockade, holds them in subjection.

Undoubtedly a new offensive will be made 
against Soviet Russia in the spring—if the 
Allied workers allow ft.

Finland, Poland, the Baltic States, Japan 
and Czecho- Slovakia are all to be pressed 
into the service to crush the Workers' Re- 
public. 19

British officers are now helping to train 
the armies that are to fight against the 
Soviets, British aid will be lent to" the en- 
terprise in lavish style—if the workers 
allow it. The Trade Union Congress meets 
in February, and simultaneously with it, 
a Rank and File Congress will also meet, 
to discuss what Labour will do to stop the 
attack on Communist Russia.

Will Labour take direct action?
Nothing eIse is of the slightest use.
Mr. Hoover has snubbed Sir George 

Paish and the " Fight the Famine " council 
for their efforts to raise an American loan 
to feed the starving people of Austria and 
other famine-stricken countries. He says: 
" Set Austria free to make such political as - 
sociations, as well take her out of a per 
petual poor-house." For the rest, he says 
Europe should feed herself. So she would 
if the Capitalist-Imperialists were over- 
thrown. As it is, Europe is moving towards 
revolution—the only outlet.

People are getting excited about the East- 
am peril. They are worried that Com- 
munist ideas should be rapidly gaining 
ground in the far East. Even The HerM 
is alarmed about it. But. let it take heart, 
the only solution for the Eastern question is 
Communism.

At a recent meeting in Moscow, where 
many Mussulman Communists were present, 
Lenin delivered a speech, in which he said:

Our latest attacks have achieved mar- 
vels. Despite four years of war the Russian 
proletariat has the strength to throw back 
its enemies, who are armed with all modern 
technical appliances. This victory is a new 
page added to the history of the revolution 
of peoples. To achieve this victory the 
workmen accomplished miracles of endur- 
ance. Y

" The defeat of Koltchak will be of signal 
and historical importance to the peoples of 
the East. Koltchak was an enemy who 
seemed invincible, but we have vanquished 
him completely and now he no more 
threatens Soviet Russia.

" Instead of discouraging us the attacks 
of the enemy have enhanced our desire to 
conquer. The blows coming from the east 
are growing weaker.' The Peace of Ver- 
sailles is the hardest blow that the Entente 
could inflict upon itself with its own hands, 
because the smaller nations who regarded 
the Entente as their protector now see that 
they are dealing with predatory nations.

" Wilson has brought neither liberty nor 
democracy, and the Allied Powers have 
enormous debts to pay to America, who has 
become immensely wealthy."

In conclusion, Lenin spoke of the future 
relations of the Soviet Government with 
the Orient and of the great problem which 
the Orient constitutes for that Government. 
The difficulty to overcome would be to mod- 
|fy Communistic methods in order to adapt 
them to the Oriental character.Only when 
the East had been vanquished would the 
West recognise the victory of the Soviets.

With the Lord Chancellor, a member of 
the Coalition Government, attacking the 
Coalition, its fall or reconstruction seems 
to be drawing near. The Lord Chancellor 
calls the Coalition “an invertebrate and un- 
uerfed body . ... as ineffective an 
instrument for fighting our English Com- 
munists as it was effective in fighting the 
Germans." He says that the formation of

BIG BUSINESS IN TURKEY.
'Wie Manchester Guardian has published 

some more secret agreements; this time con
cerning Turkey. . They show how in 1915 and 
1916 it was planned to partition Turkey between 
Italy, France and Britain, leaving to the Turks 
only a narrow strip in the north. The scheme 
is plainly set out and illustrated, by maps. Of 
special • interest is a memorandum by Count 
Vitalis, Director of the Department of Public 
Works and Railways on the claims for com- 
pensation to be put forward by French Capi
talist undertakings in Turkey. He save:—

“For as a result of the war, and notwithstanding 
war indemnities, enormous needs will accrue to 
France, and she must think of the reconstitution of 
her savings, which should make possible taxation.

"Though reconstitution will obviously make good 
the fauta tic confiscations carried out pell-mell by 
the Young Turk Government at the suggestion of 
Germany, in what state will factories, buildings, 
railways, ports, etc., be found, and how shall these 
damaces and the enormous losses suffered by private 
capital through its being deprived of the lawful en- 
joyment of its creat ions, he recovered?

QUESTIONS of COMPENSATION.
"The French Government will certainly not desire 

to do less for its nationals than the other Allied
re doing for theirs. One instance will 
• clear to it what is being preparedsuffic.

in these friendly countries.
“At the teneral meeting of the Aidin Railways 

Company which took place a few days ago in Lon- 
don. the Board of Directors reported that a list of 
claims, exceeding at the end of the last financial 
year twentv-five million francs had been sub- 
mitted to the Foreign Ofice by whom it was 

not actuallynot received. .

proposed to the English Government that it should 
secure for her as a supplementary compensation 
the whole or part of the German railway concession

NEWS FROM ITALY.
By OUR CORRESPONDENT.

Rome, January 5th.

The arrival in Italy of Errico Malatesta 
leader of the Italian Anarchist movement, and 
for years past an exile in England. was greeted 
with delirious joy by the workers of Genoa, 
where he landed. An enormous procession. 
carving banners of red, and red and black, es- 
corted him from the pier. The next day thous- 
ands of workers heard him sneak at Sestri Po- 
nente and other cities nea r by.

A correspondent of the jingo Giornale d* Italia 
had interviewed him before his departure from 
London, and represented him as saying that he 
was opposed to Bolshevism. Arriving, in Genoa 
Malatesta took an early opportunity of corren" 
ing this statement.

An interviewer asked him point blank whether 
he was a Bolshevik. He replied: “One who 
has one name does not need another. I am an 
anarchist, and as such I want to go further than 
the Bolsheviks. But if by Bolshevism you mean 
the impulse of the people to institute commu- 
nities of production, which shall associate them- 
selves one with another according to their in- 
terests; if you mean by Bolshevism, Sovietism, 
then I am a Bolshevik. We anarchists exclude 
any political power superior to the Soviet. The 
Bolsheviks are a political party : I, too, belong 
to a party, and naturally in the revolution I 
should labour for the triumph of my ideas, my 
point of view, and that of my comrades. For we 
maintain that the creation of 4 power superior 
to the autonomous movement of the workers, 
augments instead of paralyzing, the impetus to 
revolutionary violence.''

"Then you are opposed to violence?” asked 

a National Party is indispensible for this 
task.

It is reported that the Government, hav
ing sold to the capitalists the National fac- 
tories set up during the war. has now 
disposedof the National shipyards at Chep- 
stow to Lord Clanely and a syndicate of 
South Wales shipowners at a heavy loss. 
This is a " Business ” Government; it al 
ways looks after the interests of big cap- 
italists.

E. SYLVIA PANKHURST.

in Asia Minor, the expropriation of which would, 
of course have to be included in the provisions of

"One cannot but be struck by the fact that, 
both sides of the Channel the same point of." "I has assorted itself concerning compensation to " 
obtained from enemy rights.

“But one should think that if one considers the 
relative importance of the Aidin Railway, and the 
fact that a large portion of the Bagdad line, con- 
strutted or conceded in Mesopotamia, falls to the 
share of England. France, who already possesses 
effective rights of partnership in the Bagdad 
who has to think of very important compensations 
for the losses which she will suffer as a consequence 
of the division of Asiatic Turkey between the Allies

"France has more than anyone else the right to 
think of herself. This at least in so far as concerns 
the railways of Anatolia and of Bagdad, situated in 
territories remaining Turkish or tn her sphere ot 
influence, and since to speak only of railways, sue 
Iras to ensure the fate of the Black Sea companies, 
of the line Smyrna -Casaba and continuation, the 
Syrian svstem. constructed or conceded, or the 
railway Jaffa-Jerusalem, and of the ght railways 
of Lebanon.” .

The secret instructions to M. Picot on his ap- 
pointment as French Commissioner with the 
armies operating in Palestine are also interest
ing and full of hypocrisy. Here are some 
typical sentences from his document — ;

“Yon will have . . to oranise the occupied ter- 
ritories so as to ensure to France a situation equal 
to that of England in all relations with the native 
populations." . ' .

"In entering Palestine vou will come into contas) 
with numerous Jewish colonies. . It would 
be to our interest to inspire them with the reateat 
expectations concerning that which the Allies in. 
tend to do for them.

Yet we are asked to believe that Britain. 
France and Italy fought a war for freedom ‘

the interviewer.
"We maintain that the principle of persua- 

sion must hold good as between revolutionists, 
it being understood that matters are altered . 
when the affair is between revolutionists and 
reactionaries. In this case, too, however, we 
may say that we are opposed to violence, and 
for thisreason: that the thing which is called 
violence hv the bourgeoisie we consider to be 
legitimate self-defence. "

For Malatesta, says the interviewer, who 
wrote for Avanti. Bolshevism represents a tran 
sitory state which must be surpassed. In the 
sense that he, as an anarchist. wishes to sur- 
pass Bolshevism, he criticises it: but only for 
having too little revolutionary content, not for 
having too much.

“T am fully in accord with the Italian Official 
Socialists.’’ said Malatesta. . “T shall work side 
by side with them, and journey with them so far 
as our ways lie together..”

RANK AND FILE CONVENTION 
Called by the National Administrative Council of 

Shop Stewards and Workers’Committees, 
Scottish Workers'Committees, London 

Workers’ Committee and S. Wales 
Unofficial Reform Committee,

To be held the day before and every evening 
during the Trade Union Congress in February.

All Workers'Committees. Trade Unions, Trade 
Union Branches, Trades Councils, Socialist Societies 
and their Branches are invited to send Delegates. 

Object—To declare the Rank and File policy in 
regard to Russia and the Class-war.
*,*If YOUR Society has not yet received an Agenda 
and an invitation to the Convention, write to the 
Secretary M. E: Hebbes, 10, Tudor St.. London E.”4

The Central London Council of Shop Stewards 
and Workers’ Comm5 tees will give

A GRAND DANCE
in aid of the Central London Organising Fund . 

To-day SAT. JAN. 17th.

THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIALIST 
CLUB 

28, EAST RD., CITY RD., E. 1.

DOORS OPEN 6.30 P.M. ENTRANCE IS 6D

Annual Subscription to DREADNOUGHT

10s. 10d., post free.
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The Inquisitional Period Back In Spain.
The Spanish proletariat has again, as in 1902 and 

1909, to repel the attacks of the Catholic Reaction, 
or Capitalism, which in Spain are the same thing. 
Martial law has been declared in Barcelona, the 
workers’ organisations broken up, and the leaders, 
numbering about 200, imprisoned. All this was 
effected within twenty-four hours after a meet- 
ing between the principal authorities. These mea- 
sures were taken with the object of quashing the 
organi lion of the workers, which for the last six 
weeks has been subject to a general lock-out. The 
Capitalist Federation, impotent to overthrow the 
workers by hunger, turned, in unison with the mili- 
tary, to the closing of the organisations, to impri- 
souments. and perhaps, as on the other occasions, 
to torture or execution by shooting. Davs of blood- 
shed await the Spanish proletariat. The example 
of the Russians has transformed theSpanish 
idealist- of vesterdav into practical revolutionists. 
At the last National Congress representing one mil- 
lion workers, it was decided to (1) accept the prin- 
Sples of the First International, for which many 
Spaniards were hanged and others died in prison :

(2) "Rational Education.” For the propaganda and 
establishment of this is Spain, Ferrer and others 
were shot at Barcelona in 1909; (3) recognition of 
the Russian Revolution and struggle to prevent the 
blockade. The answer given by the bourgeois a few 
days after the Congress is quite clear: "Fight till 
death. In Spain the religion and the military 
must command." The answer of the proletariat will 
be: "Fight till death tho o guilty of our misery 
and ignorance." Apparently, the owners of the 
sword will be vittors, but the seed is sown and will 
germinate, no matter at what cost.

REVOLUTIONARY MANIFESTATIONS IN 
SPAIN.

The Spanish Prime Minister has said that the 
mutiny of the garrison at Saragossa is an isolated 
outbreak, hut our information leads us to believe

feeling which may presently have important results. 
Thousands of workers are locked-out in Barcelona 
and Madrid.

it

SOVIETS VERSUS PARLIAMENT.
Like the Nationn] Administrative Council of the 

IP., the Solici tor-General for Scotland. Mr. T.
Morrison, has come to the conclusion that the 

Soviet ideal is becoming so popular amongst the 
workers that it is necessary to increase the counter- 
propaganda. Therefore, Mr. Morrison, on .January 

th. came out to debate, with Comrade Willie Gal- 
lacher, of the Scottish Workers’ Committee, the 
proposition : "That the Soviet system is an impos- 
sible form of Government.” The employers of the 
neighbourhood took an active interest in the de- 
bate, and brought up charabancs full of people to 
form the audience. Socialists had difficulty in gain- 
ing admittance.

THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL SPEAKS.
The Executive of the Second International has 

issued a statement demanding —
(1) The immediate ratification of the Peace 

Treaty. [The robber peace of Versailles.
(2) The definite fixing of the amount of the in- 

demnity the con uered nations are to pay. The 
idea of putting the principle “no annexations, no 
indemnities" into practice is altogether too drastic 
for the Second International.]

(3) The immediate summoning of the League of 
Nations.

4

""79 a

other States. I
(5) The raising of the blockade and abrogation of 

all restrictions on industry and commerce having a 
political motive.

(6) The formation of an International Economic 
Council on which the workers' organisations shall be 
represented.

(7) An International loan to feed the starving 
peoples of Europe and to supply pressing need of 
raw materials.

This programme is by no means too drastic to 
have been drafted by the Liberal Party! Is there 
any socialist who still hesitates to leave the Second 
International, and 011 the Third?

“over all hang the profiteer and the land specula- 
tor. making the lives of the poor and themiddle 
classes desperately hard. Two hundred thousand 
mill workers are striking for higher wages and a 
ten-hour day! Yet the best cotton mills are making 
from 300 to 400 per cent, profit annually. India is 
said to be enjoying a period of prosperity not known 
since the sixties. The Indian capitalists are enjoy- 
ing it; but the Indian workers are not.
BRITISH SECRET SERVICE IN AMERICA.
The coercion of "Democratic" America is now an 

international by-word. Another shipload of So- 
cialists has been deported to Helsingfors. Victor 
Berger, after his re-olection. has been expelled 
from Congress a second time, and five Socialists 
have been expelled from the New York legislature 
These Socialists have issued a statement declaring 
that an official of the British Secret Service arranged 
by telephone with the Lusk Commission for a raid 
on the Soviet Bureau in New York on June 13th. 
The papers taken from the Bureau are said to have 
been photographed for the British agent, and some 
of the papers were retained by him. He is said to 
have taken part also in a raid on the Rand So- 
cialist School. The five Socialists av they intended 
to lay information regarding the British Consulate 
before the New York legislature, but without warn- 
ing or debate they were thrown out. It is said that 
the same British agent is now with O’Grady inter- 
viewing Litvinoff,

NO BOLSHEVIKS ALLOWED.
The appointment of Mr. Hapgood as United 

States Minister to Denmark has not been con- 
firmed, and it is rumoured that this is because he 
sympathises with Soviet Russia.

I/JIwmaniie: December 27th. reports that 
dockers at Bordeaux. Rochefort, and La Pallice have 
refused to load munition ships for the counter-re- 
volution in Russia.

Home News.

THE PRAGUE TRIBUNE.
The Prague Tribune reports that the Soviet Gov- 

ernment has recognised the independence of the 
Ukraine, and that a system of Workers' Councils ■ 
has been introduced there. A Ukramian Council of 
War has been formed, on which are represented the - 
Ukranian Communists, a section of Social Demo- 
crats, and a section of left Social Revolutionaries
This Committee- has issued a statement declaring 

the Ukraine will remain on friendly terms 
Soviet Russia, and that 85 soon as a greater 
of the Ukranian territories has been liber- 

from Denikin an All-Ukranian Congress of 
ers' Councils will be summoned.

Foreign News.
BEZALEL.

Abraham Beza Lel in the Russian Jews’ Protection
Committee of East London, will be glad to get
news of him. Bezalel, a Roumanian Jew. was de-
ported from this country during the war. Israel 
Zangwill, in a letter to The Times, now mentions 
that he has received from Odessa a Yiddish poster
appealing to all ewish workers and soldiers. and

to rise against the
____ - — —. . — - __ nexed ' Bessarabia 
is approaching Odessa. It declares that the 
of half a million Tews, who will be transformed

from free Russians into Roumanians without rights, 
is at stake. The Jews are urged to raise battalions 
for the Holy War of Freedom. Another handbill 
proclaims that a New World is being fashioned in 
the flames of World Revolution.

So Bezalel is as active as ever.

STRIKES IN BOMBAY.
“ The cost of living in Bombay has risen 102 per 
cent., wages 50 per cent. There is an acute shortage 
of houses.Landlords may raise rents by 10 per 
cent. Even The Times3 correspondent admits that

THE "PEARL” STRIKE..
The strike of the Pearl InsuranceCompany’s 

agents is another sign that Trade Unionism,-class 
rousciousness, and a state of general dissatisfaction 
is spreading to every section of wage earners, to 
every non-capitalist section of the community. -

It is important to note also that a Mr. Joseph 
Weathers, who is acting on behalf of the Pearl di- 
rectors, is reported by the Daily Derald. as being a 
• 'jialiQv.T'3 member of the Middlesex County Council. 
Chairman of the Isleworth Labour Party, and Trea- 
-urer of the Twickenham Labour Party J That is a 
sign of the times; it is quite respectable to belong 
to the Labour Party nowadays; indeed, the people 
who have shares in capitalist concerns find nothing 
incompatible in the programme of the Labour Party 
and their own quest for private gain. There is no- 
thing like striking for developing a sense of soli- 
el arity. At the Pearl strikers’ meetings the desire 
is being expressed to expose the "dirty work" of 
the officials in threatening women at the back 
doors, whilst their husbands were away, and forcing 
them to pawn to make up arrears.

BEGG lNG—A BRITISH ATROCITY.
A shaking, old man of 94 was charged at Thames 

Police-court with begging. He said he was selling 
matches, but the policeman said the matches were 
dirty and unsaleable. The old man had 2/8. The 
Magistrate said“T won’t take the 2/8 from you - 
I will give you one day’s imprisonment.! It will be 
much worse next time.’ If the old man is a British 
subject his pension is 10/ - a week. One cannot live 
on 10/-a week. If he is an alien he gets no pension, 
even though he has lived and worked here since boy- 
hood. ' J . . .

A well-paid magistrate, before going of ho his 
comfortable dinner, was able smugly to threaten 
the old man that “it will be muchworse next time." 
This is the capitalist system we are asked to pre- 
serve from the menace of Bolshevism, which would 
make the old man as comfortable as the magistrate!

THE WAR GRAVES.
In the train between Paris and the coast some 

thing caught our eye; an enclosure, wired 
round, and filled with spiky things.

Somehow there flashed into our minds the I 
memory of Holloway prison; its tiers of cell, | 
with iron doors, built up round a central pavi. I 
lion, and reached by spidery black iron star. I 
cases; the narrow stone balconies sticking out I 
like shelves from the wall, and with iron rail. I 
ings and with strong iron wire netting stretched I 
across the void between each tier of cells t I 
prevent prisoners throwing themselves over.

Something in the mechanical wiremess of that I 
patch of ground recalled the prison.

What were those thin little dark crosses, I 
seeming, as far as one could judge from the I 
train, about eighteen inches high, and stuck at I 
small regular intervals in a square patch of I 
ground ? Had seeds of some kind been planted | 
there ? The eye ached for the soft green leaves I 
that would come to hide the harsh ugly forest I 
of little dark crosses.

‘War graves!‘‘ someone said in the railway I 
carriage.

So those were war graves!
Ohl y that left of a dear son : only a little dark I 

cross stuck in the ground by the railway track. I 
Perhaps some day they will put a stone in place I 
of the dark cross.

THE STAVVERS CASE.
Labour is supposed to rule the roost in the I 

Borongh of Poplar. I+, holds 40 out of 43 seats on I 
the Borough Council, and is strongly represented i 
on the Boards of Guardians and War Pensions Com- | 
mittees. Yet when Albert Stavvers. a disabled 
soldior with a war pension, falls into the canal 
and is drowned one foggy night, all that Labour 
can do for his wife and six children is to get up a 1 
heneft fund. It was some time before the poor 
fellow's body was recovered, and whilst his fate was . 
unknown and Mrs. Stavvers, who is expecting 
another confinement, was distracted by anxietv and 
dismay. Labour’s strength in the borough could not 1 
prevent the most cruel and disgraceful treatment I 
heino meted out to her. A certain Miss Boswell : 
(we have had to mention her with a stern rebuke 
many time already) called on Mrs. Stavvers on I 
behalf of the War Pensions Committee and told I 
her she would be given 35/- "to see her over her 
trouble.'' but that she would have to pay it back. 
The pension on account of both busband and chil- 
dren would be stopped. The Labour Members of I 

, the War Pensions Committee appear to have I 
acquiesced in the stopping of the pension. When 1 
her husband's dead body was fished up from the I 
canal Mrs. Stavvers had to wait for two weeks for 
a meeting of the Board of Guardians before any I 
help could be granted to her.

And yet people wonder why we want a revolt- 
rion! And. by the wav. is this what Churchill 
calls giving everyone “a share in the show.'

GREAT DISCOVERY IN SOVIET RUSSIA
Whilst Church ill and others are raving of the I 

murderous Bolsheviki. one of them. Professor I 
Rodjestvensky, has discovered the structure of 
atoms a discovery long expected and long desired, 1 
and destined to introduce to the world knowledge 1 
of tremendous importance.

The "Dreadnought" can be obtained from 
al Newsagents. M you experience any 
difficulty write to 152, Fleet Street
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LABOUR in IRELAND. By Nora Connolly.
| On June 23rd, 1919, applicationwas served on the 
I Employers’ Federation and individual employers 
| in Dungarvan by the local branch of the Transport 
i Workers’ Union for a minimum wage of 50/- per 
| week and a maximum working week of 48 hours, 
I increased overtime rates, and improved conditions 

generally. The employers refused to meet the de- 
I mands. A conference was held on July 10th be- 
I teen both parties. All the employers had to offer 
I was sympathy because " their industries would not 
| stand further expenditure.’ Sympathy was not 
I sufficient and the conference ended. At a further 
i conference on July 25th offers were made by the 
I employers of 38/- and 40/- per week of 50 hours, 
i Finally, a strike was declared. A strike committee 
| was elected. Next day the whole town was under 
I its control, and a continuous stream of people 
I could be seen going to its headquarters at the Town 
| Hall to obtain permits to carry on their business. 
I After a few days the three largest bakery estab- 
I lishments in the town automatically closed down 
| the stock of flour in the bakery houses being used 
I up. There was plenty of flour a few yards outside 
| the bakehouses, but the bakers refused to handle 
| tainted goods. " . r
| The strike committee, therefore, imported bread 

and coal from other places, arid sold them daily
I during the strike in a store which they procured 
I for the purpose, in order that the people might not 
I Every shop was picketed day and night, pickets 
I doing four hours duty per day.
I All goods for Dungarven were held up by the 
railway companies until permits were given by the 

I trike committee, with a guarantee that all goods 
I for firms not concerned in the dispute would be 
I carted from the railway.
I An appeal for funds to supplement the dispute i pay of the married men met with a ready response 
I from the general public, as well as from all Trades 

Unionists, in the district. On one occasion two 
Naval officers appeared before the strike commit- 
I tee and asked for permission to get some furniture 
-away from the railway station. The strike commit- a lee took the job on contract for £4. and employed 
|four carters to do the work.
I A coffin had been made at the workshop of the 
I brothers Grotty, who were members of the Em- 
plovers Federation, and whose men were on strike.

I An employee of an undertaker went to fetch the 
icofin, but the pickets sent the hearse home with a 
message that if the coffin were put on it all the 
"undertaker’s employees would be called out The 
brothers Crotty carried the coffin to the house of 

Itlie deceased, and were helped by a man called 
ifoley. whose father kept a draper’s shop. The 
“undertaker then attended to the coffin. As a result 
call the workers at the undertaker’s and at Foley’s 
were called out.
i The workers soon won the strike.
I STRIKE AT FENOR.
I The Fenor (Co. Waterford) Farmers’ Association 
sccided to try to enforce an agreement with the 
arm labourers to work with non-Unionists. The 

li enor labourers decided to strike against it
MondayNovember 24th. the strikers, heard 

Ia threshing machine worked by non-Union 
our was to moved to a certain farm. They 
sued to prevert the machine being moved and 

Bnustenng their htrdes marched in the direction the 
machine would hive to come. On their way they 
met the machine, which was guarded by a force of 
police with a Dibrict Inspector and Head Con-

A battle royal ensued between the labourers 
the police, and three of the strikers were ar. 

Tese. At the trial the District Inspector Capt. 
Beirne, D.I.. stated in his evidence that he had 

1 pice of one Head Constable and 21 men. com- 
PrSng sergeants and constables. Half the police 
had batons only but the others were fully armed 
"Ih carbines and bayonets.
pollen he arrived « ' Crotty’s farm he found 
over s.machine there, and his two sons in charge 

I He accompanied the machine towards Bally-
i V, and approaching Ballyscanlon he saw a 
body of men marching in fours towards them, 
were marching in military array, and were 

I formed. A red banner was carried in front of 
texprocession, and a man whom he did not know

P whom he afterwards found out to be 
F: Phelan was marching at the head of 

in“Progession.As far as he could see Phelan was 
wenemed. All the other members of the procession' 
geos, armed with hurleys, or large sticks, or blud- 
iensusever 1 carried large stones in their hands. 
| ength of the crowd was about 300- 
the n he saw the equipment and demeanour of 
ale.'wd he immediately halted the engine, and 
sent rapolire cordon across the road. He then 
Thee onward ’ and ordered the processionists to halt, 
be in 9.80 He spoke to Phelan, who appeared to 
follows large of the procession. He told him his stiter”, armed and equipped as they were, con- to order an unlawful assembly. He requested him 
Which his followers to disperse forthwith, failing 
force" W would be compelled to disperse them by 
processi repeated the warning to the head of the 
disperse pane no attempt was made to move or 
men he helan told him they were irritating his 
toad ' wringing the threshing machine along the 
demos... this conversation was going on, the 

of the procession was becoming more

noisy and excited.
Some of the police attempted to disarm some of 

the members in front of the procession. Immedi- 
ately a shout of "No surrender" was raised by mem
bers of the crowd, and then a simultaneous attack 
was made on the police with sticks, hurleys, and 
specially made bludgeons of short construction. 
Stones were rained on the police from the proces- 
sion and from parties lying in the ditch on either 
side of the read.

He immediately gave orders for the baton party 
to charge, and immediately afterwards, seeing the 
seriousness of the situation, he ordered the bayonet 
party to charge. He had the men drawn up with 
fixed bayonets, he saw several police struck and 
knocked down during the course of the fighting 
with sticks and stones. He was struck on the head 
from behind with a stick, and knocked down, but 
was not hurt.

The next thing he heard was some shots, which 
appeared to come from his own side. He saw Head 
Constable McGurk with a revolver in his right 
hand and a wound on the left hand. The Head 
Constable shouted that the crowd were firing on the 
police. He noticed Constable Lee lying on the 
ground covered with blood. His face was bleeding 
profusely.The fingers of his left hand were badly 
crushed and the magazine of his rifle smashed. An- 
other constable was limping from an injured knee, 
and hadto be hoisted up on the threshing machine.
The clash with the bayonets lasted about two 

minutes, and then the crowd broke and ran. As 
they appeared to show a likelihood of reforming he 
ordered the armed party to charge magazines, and 
shouted a warning to the crowd that if they at- 
tempted to renew the attack they would be' com
pelled to fire.

After that there was no attempt made to come 
to close quarters with the police. The crowd re
treated along the road, and as they fell back, they 
dragged large stones and gates across the road. An 
attempt was also made to break down a bridge. A 
continuous pack of stones in the road from that on 
impeded the progress of, the police.

About a mile from Ballydermody farm a portion 
of the crowd appeared to be melting away quickly 
in that direction. The next thing he noticed was 
a huge fire in the farmyard. When the police 
reached Ballydermody with the machine they found 
84 tons of hay burned, and the produce of 37 acres 
of corn.

The three Union men who were arrested for the 
part they played in the demonstration were released.

The objectionable clause was deleted from the 
agreement at a conference held between the Far- 
mers‘ Association and the representatives of the 
Union. The affair appears to have had a chas- 
toning effect on the farmers for at the last meeting 
of the District Wages Committee, the wages of the 
labourers were increased by 7/- per week.

KOLTCHAK’S PROPAGANDA.

Here is a translation of one of the leaf 
lets printed by Koltchak s government for 
distribution amongst the soldiers of the 
Red Army. It is noteworthy that there 
is not even an attempt to convince the 
soldiers of the Red Army that the cause 
for which they are fighting does not de. 
serve their sacrifice. The propagandists 
merely try to make the soldiers believe the 
cause of the Soviets hopeless and to entice 
them to join Koltchak by a promise of food 
and a money reward

. Red Army men '
Why do you push into Siberia, as horses 

with eyeshields on, forced by your Commissars 
and Communists !

You are Russians, and you ought to look to 
see what is going on in the West, in Russia, 
whence you were driven hither I

There we have taken Kiev, Odessa, Tambov, 
Kozlov, Yeletz, will take Chernigov and Kursk 
and soon the turn will come for Moscow and 
Petrograd, which will mean the fall of the 
Soviet rule.

You are driven here ostensibly to get bread 
for Bussia, but soon Russia herself will drive 
out the Commissars and she will not be in need 
of the bread which they are taking from the 
Siberians ' with their blood.

In reality you are being driven into Siberia 
so that the Commissars and the Communists 
could scatter here, in the taiga (the primeval 
forests), after they will have been crushed in 
Russia,

Throw away your arms, ■ come over to our 
side, and you will get plenty of bread.

In addition you will also get a money reward : 
corporals, 750 roubles; privates, 600 roubles; 
and for those who will escape with their lam- 
lies the reward will be one-aud-a.half times as 
large. This is the order of the Supreme! 
Ruler.

Do not delay ! Your cauee is lost I
RUSsLAN PRESS BUREAU.

Omsk—Printing of the Russian Printing Assn.

TO THE AMERICAN COMMUNIST PARTY.
The following message has been sent to the Ameri

can. Communist Party by the Workers' Socialist 
Federation and B.S.P.: —

Comrades: We congratulate you on the great 
fight for Communism which you are carrying on in 
face of persistent coercion and oppression. The 
bourgeois republic of America is proving, in con- 
clusive fashion, to any workers in Europe who may 
doubt it, that a republic is no better than a mon- 
archy whilst Capitalism remains. As a matter of 
fact, comrades, we observe that the tactics which 
your capitalists are practising against you over in 
America are often copied by British capitalists in 
their warfare with British labour. No doubt, your 
capitalists also take hints from British capitalists 
as.to now both to coerce and mislead the workers.

The fight for Communism is world-wide, and in 
| nothing do we see this more plainly than in the in
ternational combination of Capitalism against 
Soviet Russia. You, comrades, are now being vic- 
timised for your adherence to the Revolution—for 
your struggle in support of Soviet Russia, and the 
great principles of Socialism which at last are being 
put into practice there. To-day it is you who are 
attacked, presently it will be our turn once more.

in the meantime, we send you our hearty greet
ings and good wishes for the establishment in 
America of the Soviets and Communism.

Tours for the International Revolution,
— SYLVIA PANKHURST, for the Workers' So

cialist Federation.
Albert INKPIN, for British Socialist Party.

. The Socialist Party of Ireland has passed the

Resolved that the Socialist Party of Ireland in 
half-yearly general meeting assembled this 2nd 

January, 1920, vigorously protests against the ar- 
rest of Jim Larkin and Ben Gitlow in the United 
States of America by the heresy-hunting Lusk Com- 
mittee of the State of New York, and be it

Further Resolved that we appeal to the Irish 
workers in the United States to take action to se- 
cure the release of Larkin, the man whose person
ality, courage, and devotion to the working-class ideals raised the Irish workers from the abyss into 
which alien and domostie capitalism had thrust

them ;and who. along with his great colleague 
*ame Connolly, (18 to-day the inspiration of the 
Irish worker in its painiul struggle towards the 
achievement of the workers’ Hepuulc, and be it

F urther Resolved that we protest against the ar. 
rest of Jack Carney, Editor of Truth, Daluth Min- 
nesota, whose outspoken and fearless advocacy of 
industrial freedom in the United States is worthy 
or the best traditions of the irsh working class, and

Further Resolved that we, living under the heel 
ot a foreign military dictatorship, send our fra- 
terna greetings to the I.W.W., the Communist 
—apour 1 arty, and all our working-class comrades 
in America who are being oppressed by the indus. 
trial oligarchy of America.

. FIGHTING THE FAMINE.
* ortunately, Soviet Russia has not placed her 

trust in the charity either of Capitalist Govern- 
ments, social-patriotic Labour parties, or any 
others. Her Red Army has beaten back the cour. 
ter-revolutionaries, and Humantte report, that 
since Denikin’s retreat and the Bed advance on Omsk, on the average 1,200 waggons of corn and 
flour have arrived weakly in the Petrograd district, 
and the daily bread ration has been raised to 1) ibs 
or the army, and for civilians 1 Ib. every" two 

days for the arst category, 4 lb. every two days for 
the second, and I ib. every two days for the third.know what those three categories are: Mania . 
workers, sedentary workers, and those who refuse to 

ALLIES TO HELP POLES FIGHT SOVIETS.
J ne .limes Warsaw correspondent says that the Poles are pleased to learn from Clemenceau ; state, 

ent that material assistance is to be given to the Poles to go on fighting Soviet Russia.” He sasl? ie idea of the Poles resuming their old 51. nt champions of Western civilisation faster, 
"at ional pride of all except the Socialists. Rel.

to theeSoviet peace offer to Poland, he adds • 
If the offer is refused, it gives agitators ST material among the lower classes whoars SUffS! 

h&gausa the Pole, with a war on their hands, can 
roformes— the pressing programme of ‘social

i

1

10 •

2



1612
THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT.

TO BRITISH WORKERS.
: Two years ago the Russian workers and pea- 
ants got tired of their landlords, bankers and 

industrial bosses and threw them out, setting up 
their own workers' government—the Govern 
ment of the Soviets. . ,

Because of this, because Russia is showing 
the workers of all nations how to get along 
without capitalists, the Allied capitalists have 
poisoned the whole world with lies about Soviet. 
Russia. For two years they have hurled them 
armies against her frontiers, and their merciless 
blockade has doomed thousands of women and 
children to death.

What nation has led this merciless attac 
ugon the Starving workers of Russia? England.

What nation is supporting Denikin and not- 
chak, the generals who are trying to restore the 

. rule of the Tsar? England.
What nation has compelled the small coun- 

tries of the Balticto make war upon Soviet 
Russia? England. . ,

What nation has ordered the Scandinavian 
countries to join the starvation blockade ? Eng 
land. r

What fleet is bombarding Cronstadt, the de- 
tense of revolutionary Petrograd ? The British 
deet.. .

Who make the munitions that are used by 
Judenitsch, Denikin and Koltchak to kill Rus 
Man workers who only want peace? British 
workers.

British railwaymen carry these munitions. 
British transport- workers load them on ships 

. British sailors man the ships that carry them.
In the Gulf of Finland to-day British gunners 
fire the cannon that rain red death on the de- 
fenders of the Russian Workers Republic.

But you know this already. You know it, 
and yet you do nothing to stop it. Even the 

! Italian sailors, much less well organised than 
you, refuse to man the ships loaded with muni- 
bions for Koltchak. Even the American long- 
shoreman of the Pacific Coast, a hundred years 
behind you, will not load ships with shells to 
murder Russian workers.

Two months ago your Trade Union Congress, 
at Glasgow, demanded the abolition of conscrip
tion and the withdrawal of British troops from 
Russia ■ and you said that if these two demands 
were not granted by the Government, you would 
call a special Labour Convention to decide upon. 
a course of action. ,

Well, and what then? Did the Government 
withdraw the troops from Russia? A few were 

’ s brought home from the Northern Front-—that 
satisfied you; Deceived by the lying promises 
of Lloyd George, by the tricks of Churchill, you 
forgot all about Russia.

But the British troops are not out of Rus- 
sia! British soldiers are still fighting around 
Lake Onega. British soldiers are with the 
tanks, the guns, the aeroplanes of Judenitsch. 
British sailors are on the blockading and bom- 
birding ships of the Finnish Gulf. And 
British workers are pouring a stream of guns 
and shells into the breaches of counter-revolu- 
tionary cannon around ten thousand miles of 
murderous battleline.

You are proud, British workers, of your 
strength. In a series of gigantic strikes you ‘ 
are wresting concessions from your lying 
capitalist Government, which appoints a Coal 
Commission and refuses to follow its report; 
which summons an Industrial Parliament and 
will not accept its decisions; which makes pro- 
mises and does not keep them; which is for the 
capitalists, and against the workers.

You do not believe this Government when it 
promises to give you a share in the control of 
the industry you operate. But you believe it 
when it promises to leave Soviet Russia alone.

The railwaymen do not refuse to transport 
muntions to Judenitsch, Denikin and Koltchak 
—they go on strike for less hours and more pay 
for carrying munitions to Judenitsch, Denikin 
and Koltchak. The transport workers don’t 
halt their work because they happen to be load
ing murder ships to send against Russia. The

1 sailors take these murder- ships to sea. The 
miners do not paralyse England because thecoal 
they produce fills the bunkers of battle-ships 
in the Gulf of Finland.

No, they go on arming the capitalist class 
against their Russian brothers and comrades, 
but they want higher wages for doing it.

Every strike for higher wages in England now 
I is a demand in advance for a share of the 

plunder of Russia. Every wage-increase won 
by the workers of England now is blood-money;

Your wages-increase does not come out of the 
pockets of the capitalists—it comes out of the 
sweat and blood of Russia’s agony. The capi
talists will get it all back, many times over, 
when, after the capture of Moscow by the Tsar- 
ist generals and the Allied Imperialists, and 
the wholesale slaughter of the Red Army, your 
landlords, bankers and industrial bosses will get 
their reward from the new Tsar of Russia.

The British capitalists hope that you will keep 
on striking for more wages and less hours, and 
forget Soviet Russia, and go on helping them to 
destroy the first. Workers’ Republic in the 
world.

They think that all they must do to keep 
quiet is to throw you a few shillings every little 
while. Then you will be satisfied, and flatter

yourselves that you have the greatest Labour 
movement on earth.

But if you are workers, not slaves ; if you are 
men, not worms—you will blockade England 
as long as Soviet Russia is blockaded, you will 
starve England as long as England starves 
Soviet Russia, you will fight the Government of 
Lloyd George and Churchill and Curzon until 
they take their hands’ of the throat of Soviet 
Russia.

An American COMMUNIST.

W.S.F- Public Meeting
400, OLD FORD ROAD, BOW.

Sunday, Jan. 18th, 7 p.m.
JACK TANNER “Industrial Warfare.’

Chair : Melvina Walker.
Admission Free.

Discussion Invited. Silver Collection

Rosa LUXEMBURG & Kari LIEBKNECHT 
Murdered January 16th, 1919.

A MEMORIAL DEMONSTRATION 
will be held in the Central Club, Alfred Place, | 

Tottenham Court Road, on 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 16th, 1920.

Speakers:
Arthur MacManus, . Cedar Paul,
Sylvia Pankhurst, Eyde,

The Chair will be taken at 8 p.m. by 
Fred Willis,

Doors open 7.30. Admission F ree. Silver collection.

THINGS YOU OUGHT TO BEAD.
FACTS ABOUT COMMUNIST HUNGARY, 

by Alice Riggs Hunt (an eye-witness.) Ben 
Kun is being cried for mis hire. Read about 
his work in this pamphlet.

Frice 4d, post free 4id.
CAPITALISM & THE CO UNTER-REVOL 

UTION by J. T. Walton Newbold, M.A
A’ Marxist examination of important issues
of immediate and practical significance that 
have been given all too little attention by the 
revolutionary elements in this country.

Price 3d, post free 32d. •
TAE FINNISH REVOLUTION, by 0. Kuusi 

nen. A self criticism that gives much food 
for thought.

Price sd, post free 8|d.
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THE WORKERS’ SOCIALIST FEDERATION.
For Revolutionary International Socialism, the ending of Capitalism and Parliament, and 

substitution of a World Federation of Workers’ industrial Repubuies-
Membership open to all Men and Women. Subscription 4d. per month, 4s. per annum.

Write to the Secretary, 400, Old Ford Road, London, E.3. Telephone—East 1787.

TOYE & CO,
57, THEOBALDS ROAD. LONDON, W.C.

Sole Manufacturer of
Banners and Flags for.Demonstrations.

Metal and Enamelled badges for all Societies, 
Medals Celluloid and Buttons.

Flags for Charity Collection Days:

POEMS
JBylKAMolter

JUST OUT!
A most effective 

Gift Book.

LONDON MEETINGS— OUTDOOR.

Friday,Jan.16th. 7.30 p.m.—The Square,Woolwich. 
Melvina Walker.

Saturday, Jan. 10th. Great Push in Holloway Distr 
for Communism and against Conscription and 
Intervention in Russia. Meetings at 3 pm. and 

. 7p.m. at Giesbach Road, near Archway Tavern.
Speakers: Minnie Birch, Miss Grove, MrsThring 
Melvina Walker, and P. A. Edmunds.

Sunday, Jan. 18th. 11.45 a.m.—Osborn Street,White
chapel, Minnie Birch, Melvina Walker.

Tuesday, Jan. 20th. Sidney St. Mile End, 7.30 p.m. 
Melvina Wall er.

Saturday, Jan. 17th. Great Push in Hammersmith.

Wednesday, Jan. 21st. 8 p.m.— 400, Old Ford Road 
General Members’ Meeting.

Thursday, Jan. 22nd, 8 p.m.—20, Railway Street,
Mark Starr. Tenth Lecture on Industrial His
tory (Trade Unionism.)

Friday, Jan. 23rd 7—10 p.m.—400, Old Ford Road.
Dancing.

Printed on Antique Paper, 32pp. Quarto.
In Art Covers, silk cord. 1/8 postTree:

Also—"Liberty through Anarchist-Commune 
by H. Oakley, id. "Anarch st-Lommuism"la" 
English,’) by L. A. Motier, ld. The Nev 
chism, ” by Z. A. Motier, 25. per 100. order tom 
Secretary, 47, Crowndaie Road, London,—

shot 
we ■ 
Gov

INDOOR.

OTHER ORGANISATIONS.

Sunday, January 18th. 7 p.m.—400. Old Ford Rd.. 
Jack Tanner, Melvina Walker. (See advert.)

Monday, Jan. 19th. 7.30 p.m.—20. Railway Street’
Poplar. W.S.F. Business Meeting
8.80 p.m. W. S. F. Reading Circle.

East London Workers’ Committee.

Sunday, Jan.18th. 12 noon—Victoria Park. Walter 
Ponder and others.

Tuesday, Jan 20th. Queen's Road, Dalston Lane 
7.30 p.m. Walter Ponder and others.

Thursday, Jan 22nd. 7.30 p.m.-W, Old Ford Rd 
E.3. Business Meeting.

WALTHAMSTOW LEAGUE or Rights.
Tuesday, Jan. 20th. 3 p.m—William Morris Hall, 

Somers Road. Mrs Simpson.

MISCELLANEOUS ADVERTISEMENT 
Olassified advertisements : One penny Per Non 
Displayed advertisements : 78. td. Per ‘

Fre-pay and send to Manager, Wor
Dreadnought,” 152, Fleet Street, “*—

REAP, RED Daws, » Monthly Magazinelo
Young Workers. Monthly, TWOFENCP

FAMILY LIMIIATIOS DOCTRINE. Post tree,‘^ 
.Malthusian League, 48, Broadway, Westminste

The Dreadnought would be glad 1959 
in touch with Danish comrades in —8—

Potatgs.zz.The,Cq=mHO.Przqos .Cqsdsa——=ggq-WS"
17 " 152.Fleet Street, London, —re" ,‘

and 
whe 
that 
inva 
reas 
inter

At 
sky 
Alli 

was


