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Notes and News.
The Education Bill. _ —

The concessions made by Mr. Fisher about the Education 
Bill have come as a shock to a good many educationalists. On 
Thursday, June 6th, the House went into Committee on 
Clause 10, which deals with compulsory attendance at Con- 
tinuation Schools. Sir H. Hibbert (Lancashire, N., Chorley) 
had moved an Amendment proposing an alternative system. 
According to the Bill, the hours of attendance at Continuation 
Schools were to spread over four years from fourteen to eighteen 
years of age, according to the amendment they were to be 
compressed into the two years between fourteen and sixteen. 
Alter the amendment had been explained, Mr. Fisher rose, and 
said that there were, unanswerable objections . to making 
the half-time- system mandatory even for . two . years, 
amongst them the fact that it would, for a time at least, 
tend to lower wages; and that it would increase the difficulties 
about the provision of teachers and school accommodation. But 
while refusing to accept the amendment, Mr. Fisher announced 
that he would omit from the Bill the proviso which enabled the 
Board of Education, after consultation with the local authorities, 
to increase the number of hours for Continuation Classes. He ' 
added that he would himself move an amendment to Clauseio, 
to the effect that the obligation to attend Continuation Schools 
should not, within a period of seven years, apply to young 
persons between sixteen and eighteen, nor after such a period 
to any young person who had attained the age of sixteen before . 
the expiration of the period. That is to say, that for seven 
years, to come continued education' will only be compulsory for | 
children under sixteen, while at the same time there will not 
be any more of it in those years (as proposed by the Lancashire ! 
amendment), but only, at the best, the 320 hours a year, which 
seems to most educationalists so miserably insufficient. But ; 
even that will not be general throughout the country; the worst | 
blow of all was Mr. Fisher’s further announcement, that local 
authorities are to have power to reduce the 320 hours to 280 
when they think it desirable. The object of these concessions, 
so much greater than were asked for, even by Lancashire, is, 
no doubt, Mr. Fisher’s great anxiety to make sure that the 
principle of continued education should be affirmed, but many 
of those who have most warmly supported him up to now feel 
that the sacrifice of the present generation of school-children is | 
too great. On June _ioth, an Amendment, moved by Mr. 
Snowden, providing that the local authorities under- schemes ; 
approved by the Board of Education, should pay maintenance | 
allowances for young persons in compulsory attendance at | 
Continuation Schools was rejected by the House by one | 
hundred and forty-three votes to fifty-four.

Women and the Service Vote.
Is there any lingering' doubt whether a woman can or cannot 

qualify for the Local and Parliamentary Franchises on the 
“Service occupation” qualification? There is no real doubt 
about it at all. A woman “ Service occupier ” is entitled to the 
Local Government vote. The wife (if thirty years of age) of a 
man ‘ ′ Service occupier ′′ is entitled to the Local Government 
vote. Every woman of thirty who is a “ Service occupier ” of 
the wife of a “ Service occupier ” is entitled to the Parliamentary 

, vote. And what is a ‘ ■ Service occupier ′′? A “ Service 
occupier'" is a man or woman who himself or herself inhabits 
any dwelling-house by virtue of any office, service, or employ- 
ment, if the dwelling-house is not inhabited by the person in 
whose service he is. And what is a “ dwelling-house ′′ ? A 
“dwelling-house” is any room or .rooms'occupied separately 
for purposes of residence; So that the matter is really perfectly 
simple.

Women M.P.’s.
Beyond our wildest hopes is the friendly attitude adopted 

towards women’s claims to sit in Parliament. Where we had 
expected opposition there is barely even surprise, and logic 
seems suddenly and finally to have given prejudice its conge. 
This week the matter came up for a few moments' discussion 
in the House of Commons, and Mr. Bonar Law gave his opinion 
that " it was mainly a question of law which was being 
examined. ” " A question of law! ” Suffragists will scarcely 
shrink from facing that, who have so successfully dealt with a 
question of prejudice and law combined!

Nationality of Married Women.
The British Nationality and Status of Aliens Bill is expected 

to come up. shortly for its second reading in the House of 
Commons. This Bill claims to amend the Nationality Laws of 
Britain, but it leaves unmentioned the crying injustice whereby a 
woman of British birth and parentage, upon marriage with an 
alien, herself becomes an alien in her own country. The 
omission of any clause removing this injustice is the cause of 
great regret and anxiety to feminists. The National Union of 
Women Workers realises, with other women's organisations, 
how serious would be an amendment of the nationality laws 
which did not improve the position of British wives of aliens. 
It therefore arranged a joint deputation to the Home Office, 
which had the support of twenty-eight societies. The Home 
Office has refused to receive this deputation. The position is 
consequently even graver than before. The case for women 
has not failed: it has not been heard. In the meantime the 
Imperial Conference is meeting, and the opportunity is offered 
to them of securing a uniformity of nationality laws within the 
British Empire. In Australia a woman enjoys the same choice 
of nationality as a man: in Canada similar legislation is 
promised, and it remains for the mother country to follow the 
lead of her daughters. 5

A Pioneer.
A book which is of the greatest possible interest to Suffra­

gists, has just been published by Messrs. Macmillan., it is a 
life of Doctor Sophie Jex Blake, by Doctor Margaret Todd. It 
contains a vivid account of the struggle of the women for 
medical education in Edinburgh. We shall review it fully in a 
forthcoming issue of this paper.

Next Week we shall have the pleasure of publishing an article 
by Mrs. Chalmers Watson, C.B.E., M.D., First Controller of 
the W.A.A.C. on “ Utilisation of Woman Power.'' 2
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Suffrage at Home and Abroad.
The Conferences of the British Dominions Women’s Suffrage 

Union, of which we publish a report, had a special interest and 
importance this year. For the first time the women of this 
country were able to welcome their fellow-suffragists from the 
Dominions as fellow-citizens in the fullest sense. For, since 
the last such Conference, the women of Great Britain and 
Ireland have been enfranchised, as have the women of Canada. 
New Zealand and Australia led the way for the, Dominions long 
ago, so that a majority of British women in three continents 
are now political voters.

What of the women of other nations ?
Some months since, in a special number of The Common 

Cause, we published an article bringing Women’s Suffrage 
History at home and abroad up to date. But—such is the force 
which the feminist movement has acquired—suffrage history 
inconveniently will not remain up to date, but is perpetually 
demanding the addition of a fresh chapter.

The chapter now required chiefly affects America, Italy, and 
Hungary. In America suffrage activity centres round the pro­
bability of a Federal Amendment which shall open the Federal 
Franchise to women State by State; the United States of 
America are putting their women on an equal electoral footing 
with men; but still they obstinately withhold from them the 
Federal Suffrage.

President Wilson’s admitted support of the suffrage amend­
ment to the Constitution (which has already passed the Lower 
House of Congress) raised high the hopes of suffragists for a 
speedy success. Therefore it is somewhat disappointing now 
to hear that the resolution proposing submission to the States of 
an equal suffrage amendment has been postponed because a 
canvass of members of the Senate has shown that there is one 
supporter too few for the two-thirds majority necessary to pass 
the resolution.

Yet, on reflection, is this a discouraging discovery ? Great 
things were hoped for women’s suffrage in U.S.A. Now it is 
certain that great things are close at hand—in fact distant only 
by one vote. And surely it is the cause of wisdom not to risk 
the check that the rejection of the resolution- must bring to 
the suffrage movement by trying to force a vote on the amend- 
ment, but rather to wait the time necessary for the conversion 
of one-obdurate senator, and then to secure victory.

Feminism in Italy we had grown accustomed to consider as 
affecting rather the social than the political status of women. • In 
April of this year, however, when the question of Franchise 
Reform for men was raised, it became evident how closely con- 
nected with it—not only in the minds of women, but of Italy’s 
leading statesmen—was the question of women's suffrage. 
Three proposals were brought forward. One for full Adult 
Suffrage, one for giving votes to all women who can read and 
write, and one for what we should call a fancy franchise, 
including women over thirty who can read and write or who 
have lost a son in the war. The Prime' Minister, amidst loud 
applause, expressed his support of women’s suffrage, but asked 
that the proposals should be reserved for full discussion. We 
publish on page 99 a full account of the present position of 
women in Italy by Dr. Margherita Ancona, of Milan.

The position of women’s suffrage in Hungary is .critical. 
On the accession of the new King of Hungary a huge deputation 
waited upon him, demanding equal universal suffrage, and 
assuring him that no Government which did not advocate such 
reform would receive popular support. As • a result a new 
Cabinet was formed, the majority of its members being in favour 
of women’s suffrage, and in-December, 1917, an Electoral 
Reform Bill was introduced. Under this Bill it was proposed 
to enfranchise, at the age of twenty-four, all Hungarian men anti 
women who could read or write. Women must, in addition, 
have passed through the four classes of the secondary school or 
had equivalent education. The attitude of the Hungarian Par­
liament towards women’s suffrage was, at the time, expressed by 
M. Varsonyi, the Franchise Reform Minister: “ Women's 
work has become a matter of public interest,” he said, “ and it 
is impossible therefore that we should continue to exclude them 
when we are extending the franchise to men.” On March, 20th, 
1918, the Franchise Committee of the Chamber of Deputies 
passed the Franchise Bill with but one dissentient vote. The 
Government was, however, unable to agree upon the Bill and 
dissolved ; a new Cabinet was formed in May of this year. Now 
we regret to read in the "Press that the Franchise Committee 
has rejected the women’s suffrage proposals by eleven votes 
to nine. This is naturally a disappointment to suffragists, but 
we hope that the check is merely temporary.

We hope shortly to publish some notes.on the present position 
of women’s suffrage in Holland.

Women and Prisons and Courts
By Arthur ST. JOHN, Hon. SECRETARY, Penal Reform League.

The Committee of the Penal Reform League have made the 
following recommendations to the Home Secretary :—

1. That either
(a) At least two women be added to the Prison Commission ; or,
(6) The Prison Commissioners appoint a special Committee of Women 

to act asDirectors of Women’s Prisons and the women’s portions of 
prisons'; . . .

2. That the Governors of Women’s Prisons should invariably 
be women;

3. That the Medical Officers in charge of women prisoners 
should invariably be women;

4. That specially selected Nursing Sisters be employed in all 
prisons; , , - w .

5. That steps be taken to bring before Judges and Magis­
trates '

1a ) The advisability of allowing responsible persons, especially women, 
interested in child welfare to attend Juvenile Courts, even if not parties 
to the case being tried ;

(4 ) The undesirability of asking women to leave the Court when men 
unconnected with the Court or with the case under trial are allowed to 
remain; • • 068)2 5

(c) The desirability, in Juvenile and other Courts, where a woman or 
girl is a party to the case or called as witness, of securing the presence of a 
woman to stay by the side of such woman or girl.

Probably there is not much, of anything, in these proposals 
to which the Home Office, prison authorities, judges and magis­
trates: would take serious exception. The Prison Commis­
sioners will probably be most inclined to shy at the proposal for 
nursing sisters in all prisons, and they will probably say that it 
is at present impracticable. It is not, however, the business 
of the Penal Reform League to confine itself to proposals that 
are at once practicable, but to point out what would be right and 
reasonable, and continually to suggest these things to the public 
mind so that they may become practicable. We are primarily 
concerned, not with politicians or administrators as such, but 
with citizens—with men and women and their attitude of mind. 
And when that attitude is right then right measures become 
practicable.

Now the time seems ripe for at least suggesting more effec­
tive cooperation of women in our dealings with criminals. The 
Prison Commissioners have themselves already felt this. They 
have, as opportunity offered, replaced men by women at the 
head of the Women’s Convict Prison and other penal or semi- 
penal institutions at Aylesbury. The first and second in 
command there are now both women. We want public opinion, 
and especially women’s societies, to encourage the Commis­
sioners: to go further, to put the governorship and medical, 
charge of Holloway Prison in the hands of women; and so on 
throughout the country wherever there are women prisoners. 
Where practicable they might follow the example of the Irish 
Prisons Board at Cork, where they have separated the manage­
ment of the men’s and women’s prisons, and put a woman in 
sole charge of the women’s prison with a woman doctor.

But there is the important matter of the selection of the 
right "woman. Should not the selection be in the hands of 
women? This brings us to the question of introducing women 
into the higher administration. We have suggested that at 
least two women be added to the Prison Commission, or, as an 
alternative, that a special committee of women be appointed to 
manage the women’s prisons and women’s portions of prisons. 
If the Prison Commissioners took unto themselves women 
colleagues, they might quite possibly make a bad choice. Or 
even if they made a fairly good choice, one or two Women 
Commissioners (and it is not improbable that, with their 
habitual modesty, they would begin with one) might not make 
much difference to the. spirit and method of the Commission, 
might not be able, for a long time, to make their practical, 
feminine influence felt. Therefore, we have suggested an alter- 
native which seems preferable in some respects. A committee 
entirely composed of women having the management of the 
women’s prisons,to themselves would be more likely to strike out 
on a line of their own.

1 But,” asks someone, " why should not women also have 
something to do with men’s prisons?” Well, why not? If 
you can get the Prison Commissioners and Home Office authori­
ties toagree, I think it would be excellent. Especially is 
Woman’s influence; needed in the catering and kitchen depart- 
ments. We have long maintained that this department of the 
prison service, as of the Army service, will never be satisfactory 
until it is taken in hand by women, the real economists.

But there is another direction in which women’s help is very 
badly needed. This we indicate under our fourth head, 
“Nurses in Prison.”. We regard this as an urgently, needed 
reform. But the success would depend on the selection of the 
right kind of nursing sisters. .It may seem undemocratic, but, 
under existing conditions, it is of the first importance that the 
sisters should be of a social position which would enable them 
to address governor and medical officer on a footing of social 
equality, and take their proper professional status from the first. 
Given satisfactory selection, which must, of course, be carried 
out by a competent woman or women, the introduction of these 
nursing sisters into the prisons—men’s prisons as well as 
women’s prisons—would not only mean more efficient carrying 
out of the medical and hygienic department and a great help to 
the doctors, but a change in the atmosphere and spirit of the 
prison and the prison service.

I hope our suggestions under the fifth head require little 
explanation or advocacy. Responsible and properly interested 
persons are often welcomed in Juvenile Courts, but not always. 
The presence'of the right kind of people is an assistance to the 
Court and helps to create a desirable atmosphere of social 
helpfulness. Courts, especially Juvenile Courts, should be 
centres of regeneration, to use a phrase used in the title of one 
of our leaflets.

Again, why should women bent on serious enquiry and 
helpfulness be turned put of a Court for fear that their purity 
should be shocked by indecent details when young men probably 
bent on other purposes are allowed to remain? As to the last 
paragraph, it surely needs no argument to demonstrate the 
cruelty of leaving a woman or girl alone in a court in distressing 
circumstances without a woman, preferably a relative or friend, 
to stand by her through the ordeal.

Some of the changes above detailed will require expenditure 
of public funds. All, I fear, will require a good deal of patience 
and persistence to bring them about. In either case the 
difficulties can be overcome by the determined pressure of 
women of public spirit.

Notes on the Position of Women in Italy.
By DOCTOR Margherita Ancona of the Consitato Lombardo 

pro SUFFRAGIO Femminile. .

[We are delighted to be able to publish the following com­
munication from Doctor Margherita Ancona, whose work is 
well known to many Suffragists. We had asked her for some 
up-to-date information as to the position of Italian women, and 
especially the position of the Suffrage question in Italy; and 
she was good enough to send us these notes telling us that we 
might make what use we liked of them. We think that our 
readers will prefer to have them in their freshness without 
alteration or abbreviation, and we have therefore merely trans- 
lated them. The only comment we would make is to call the 
attention of our readers to the extraordinary parallels between 
the Parliamentary proceeding’s about Suffrage in Italy with 
those in England. Events in Italy have not yet resulted in the 
victory of Women’s Suffrage, but it seems probable that in a 
little while the parallel lines of events may reach the same happy 
conclusion.]

The position of Women is not worse in Italy than 
it is in most other European countries; they can enter most of 

| the professions (except the different branches of the legal pro- 
| fession and a few others), but they are not admitted to most 
| Government employments. It now appears that in the proposed 
| reform of the telephonic and telegraphic services (in which 
| women are employed in large numbers, but with lower pay 
| and worse conditions than those given to men), the principle 
of the complete equality of the sexes will be admitted, and it is 
hoped that, as all the Government services are likely to be 
reformed shortly, this example will be followed in all.

As to Education : there are few girls’ schools except the 
I Elementary ones, but all boys’ schools, without exception, 
| admit girls, who are also allowed to become teachers, not only 
! in almost all'the Elementary schools and in all the Universities, 
but also in the Junior Secondary schools (for children between 

J ten and fifteen years old). A great many women teach in the 
| Senior Secondary schools (for children between fifteen and 
: eighteen years old), but, generally, they are not employed all 

the time, but are supplementary and, therefore, have not stable 
i work. We are now hoping that in all the Secondary schools 
< which admit girls, women will also be admitted as teachers. In



THE COMMON CAUSE. June 14, 1918.

8, Brick Street, Piccadilly, W.I. Tel.: 5740 Mayfair

June 14, !

The Hon. GABRIELLE BORTHWICK’S WORKSHOPS

the Elementary schools the women teachers are paid rather less 
than the men, but in the Secondary schools and Universities 
they have equal pay. In the same way the women doctors in 
the Civil Hospitals and in the Army Hospitals, in which a few 
have given medical service since the beginning of the war, 
receive equal stipends. . .

Women can exercise trade in Italy, and in this case Marital 
Authorisation is abolished- (This is a legal disability which 
prevents a married woman from disposing of her own money 
or goods without the written consent of her husband.) . A Bill 
is now before Parliament, initiated by the present Minister of 
Justice—l’On : Sacchi—which will abolish Marital Authorisation 
and will extend the rights of guardianship, and the right of 
admission to public offices to women. Italian Suffragists feel 
sure that when this Bill passes into law it will remove the legal 
obstacles to the political equality of the sexes and that the 
franchise will be practically won.

In a general way, Italian women are more taken up with 
, social questions than with Women’s Suffrage. I believe that 
the reason is this : as we have not even got the Local Government 
vote, we have not had much practical opportunity.of taking part 
in politics, and the political parties, not having any immediate 
need of women, have not troubled to undertake their political 
education. The Socialists (your Labour Party) and the Clerical 
Party have done a good deal to organise women, but the other 
parties have done nothing at all, and therefore, in the 
middle and upper classes, women not only have not got 
any political organisation, but have not even the possibility of 
creating one. The war, by forcing women to think about 
strictly political problems, has rather modified this state of 
things, and even at this moment things are gradually changing 
in such a way as to prepare the minds of women, and to show 
the parties the need that they should not abandon women to 
Socialist and Clerical propaganda only.

As to the question of votes, as I have told you, we have 
neither the local nor the Parliamentary vote. We do, however, 
vote like men for the Chamber of .Commerce, the College of 
Probiviri and the Consiglio Superiore (which is a kind of tribunal 
for public administration), and for professional bodies. Women 
can take part in the administration of religious and philanthropic 
institutions, hospitals, orphanages, &c., but naturally the Com­
munes which give these posts to women are few, although the 
results have been satisfactory when they have done so. The 
Commune which has the largest number of women in philan­
thropic posts in proportion to the population is that of 
Caltagirone in Sicily.

The question of votes for women has nearly always been 
discussed rather in its political than in its feminist aspect. 
Women’s organisations have taken more interest in class ques­
tions (for working women and professional women) or in social 
questions, such as affiliation orders (which are not admitted with 
us), education and popular instruction, the protection of the 
mother and of the woman worker. These are the usual themes 
of discussion at our women’s conferences, and works of charity 
and philanthropy take up the energies of almost,all our ladies, 
among whom, however, there are many convinced Suffragists 
and many sympathisers. In Parliamentary circles, however, 
the question of the vote is the first of the women’s 
questions. Since 1863, the year in ‘ which Peruzzi 
brought forward the first proposal for giving the Local 
Government vote to women, the question has always been 
discussed whenever franchise reform has come up. In 1888, 
Crispi (like your’Gladstone) used the weight of his authority, 
to oppose the favourable reception that the Chamber seemed 
inclined to give to the question of Women’s Suffrage, and later 
on, Giolitti used all his habitually able tactics not only to prevent 
the reform from passing but even from coming to the vote. 
It is fairly safe to say that in political circles the opposition 
is no longer to the principle of Women’s Suffrage, but is rather 
based on political expediency. ' It is thought that a great mass 
of new voters would disturb the equilibrium of parties, and there 
is more discussion about the kind of franchise that should be 
given than about actually giving it.

In Italy we have manhood suffrage, and the extreme Progres­
sive Parties (and, of course, the Suffrage Societies) demand 
womanhood suffrage, which would double the number of voters.. 
The moderate parties’, and especially the conservatives, cannot 
consent to this, the demand for it is, indeed, the great reason 
for their opposition. Up till last April the Socialists (your 
Labour Party) and the Democrats and Radicals (your Liberal 
Party) were favourable to Women’s Suffrage, together .with 
individual members of other parties (among whom were the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs l’On : Sidney Sonnino, Luzzato, 
and others. The other parties did not (as parties) take any 

line. In April, a Bill initiated by l’On : Salandra was for giving 
votes to boys of the fighting, forces under twenty-one and was 
brought forward by the Prime Minister, l’On : Orlando, on behalf 
of the Government. The Suffragists at once took action and 
demanded that Women’s Suffrage should also be considered. 
On this occasion, the Official Socialists (that is the Socialists 
who oppose the war, and who form a separate Parliamentary 
group) proposed that women should be given votes on the same 
terms’as’ men. A group of members of various parties; almost 
all of whom belonged to the Coalition group of members who 
support the war, and who were led by l’On : Sandrini, 
brought forward a proposal to give votes to all women 
who could read and write (or to be more exact, to grant 
it to women on the same, terms as men had it, before 
the granting of the Illiterate vote). A third group of 
Radical deputies, led by l’On : Cotugno, proposed to 
give votes to women of thirty or more who could read or 
write, or who had lost a son in the war. The Prime Minister— 
l’On : Orlando—(who had been a notorious anti-Suffragist) 
declared that, he was converted to Suffrage. He, however, 
declared that as the grant of the franchise to fighting men, 
under age, was not a modification of the electoral law but an 
act of homage to Youth, the whole complicated question of 
franchise reform could not be dealt with during that Session, 
and he proposed that it should be referred back for further 
deliberation. Thus, not only the proposals for Women’s 
Suffrage, but all the other proposals about such questions as" 
Proportional Representation, Plural Voting, the age of Members 
of Parliament, &c., were .withdrawn.

To sum it up : the Debate of April 27th seems to have resulted 
in proving that the Franchise Reform cannot be touched without 
the question of Women’s Suffrage being faced. The conversion 
of l’On: Orlando and the declaration made by l’On : Salandra 
(the recognised leader of an important section of the Conser­
vative Party) were as unexpected as they were effective, and 
the result is already visible in the change of attitude of political 
and women’s organisations. Now our efforts are directed, not 
only to spreading the Suffragist ideal, but-also to obtaining such 
modifications in the legal position of women (especially the 
abolition of Marital Authorisation) as will take away from our 
adversaries all chance of putting off the discussion of the actual 
suffrage problem.

Our Suffragist organisation is'rather modest, but nearly all 
the Women’s Associations (notably the Association of the 
Women of the Northern Cities) have Women’s Suffrage, on their 
programme. Up till now propaganda has been carried on by the 
mildest methods (conferences, pamphlets, memorials, &c.) and 
there has never been the least attempt at “ Suffragettism,’ 
although the accusation that we are Suffragettes is the one 
most constantly used against us by our opponents : and the 
fear of being taken for revolutionaries holds back many women 
from entering our organisation.

MOTOR AMBULANCE DRIVING 
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AMBULANCE INSTRUCTION GIVEN ON AN AMBULANCE CAR
Course of Ten Lessons 5 Guineas. •
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Charles Reade-was nearly a very great novelist, and, 
therefore, nearly a very great man, but faults in character, 
style, and equipment prevented him from reaching a position 
in letters which on many counts he deserved, to which his 
admirers elevated him during his life, and on which he himself 
had no doubt that he was securely fixed. He thought that he 
was the most picturesque tale-teller whom the English language 
had ever produced, and made no concealment of this estimate; 
he thought that he was the most effective literary force of his 
day in the production of social,reforms, and was prepared to 
maintain his claim by passionate personal assertion and docu­
mentary evidence of a bewilderingly composite sort—-like the 
American quack who appealed for endorsement of his stories 
to ‘ ‘ God Almighty on his throne1 and the testimonials in my 
little grip-.” In truth, Reade wrote one magnificent story, 
The Cloister and the Hearth, which had no direct bearing 
whatever on existing Social questions, but was founded on 
historical, rock; and many other .powerful and dramatic novels 
in which he demonstrated his inability to maintain any very 
high literary level, and in which he damaged undoubtedly good 
efforts to remedy social abuses by his arrogant cock-sureness, 
patent over-statements, arbitrary arrangement of events; and 
mis-readings of his scrap-books. But these same novels are 
rattling good reading; they are well constructed, their impos- 
sibilities are made credible by an insistent eloquence and a 
basis of underlying fact, while they abound with life-like 
characters, apt pieces of information, and a hearty school-boy 
humour. Leaving aside The Cloister and the Hearth as 
a work totally apart 'from anything else that he did, both in 
largeness of scope and quality of execution, his restless novels 
produce something the effect of a melodrama on the .cinemato­
graph, and this is accounted for by the fact that his earliest 
popular successes, and his greatest, were those obtained by 
the sensational plays which he wrote, or in the writing of 
which he collaborated; he was for ever trying to obtain with 
the. pen effects that can only be got with sureness by the 
assistance of actors, stage effects, and the general environment 
provided by the footlights. Horace, whom he frequently 
quoted, had warned him in vain.

From writing for the stage Charles Reade acquired his 
, ability to construct his stories in a coherent and telling manner 
—that much he gained; but he suffered from forcing his 
characters into certain moulds and making them conform to 
general types, in accordance with the onus that is on the 
dramatic author. The dramatic author must leave no doubt 
in the minds, of his audience what he would be, at, inasmuch 
as he has only three hours or so in which to unfold his story, 
and it must be comprehensible at the moment of telling. This 
means that though there is room for some of the characters 
in a play to undergo conversions and display revulsions, the 
caste as a whole must conform to type, or the action—and the 
reference is only to plays of action, such as Reade’s were— 
will be hopelessly tangled. To depict the sprouting of the figs 
of virtue from the thorns' of vice is the special delight of the 
playwright, but the protagonists in the drama, if their vagaries 
are to have a meaning, must disport themselves against a 
background of consistency supplied by the rest of the caste. 
The situation in fiction, especially long and elaborate fiction 
like Reade’s, is totally different, because, within limits, the 
space in which to explain apparent inconsistencies is at the 
author’s disposal, arid the time in which his readers are asked 
to bestow attention is not sold at so many shillings an hour. 
Reade/ saturated with the stage traditions, tried to force his 
full-blooded, well-conceived characters into dramatic moulds. 
When his bad people became good, his cowardly people brave, 
and his emotional people calm, as they often did, their trans­
formations were always according to pattern, and the author 
used them to indicate that he was the writer to come to if 
elaborate psychology and thoughtful reading of the human 
heart were in request.. The psychology which he supplied was 
right or wrong, as the case might be—and it was very often 
right, for Reade was a learned man and an eager student of 
human nature—but the art was bad, because the. dramatic 
method employed betrayed the author into so many broad and 
unfair statements concerning whole classes • of people whose 
varieties were not being exploited in the particular case, and 
who were described consequently in general and generally 
unjust terms. Stage lawyers, capitalists, villains, doctors, 
and bankers pervade his pages, endowed with all the necessary
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Victorian Heroines.—IV,
The Women of Charles- READE’S Novels^

attributes and clothes to make their stage virtues and vices 
credible, and their existence in a world of fact totally incredible.

The puzzling attitude of Reade towards women, as 
evidenced in his novels, has its origin in these methods of his. 
He is for ever generalising about women as he generalised 
about the different social classes, and with similar ill-success. 
The phrases “one of those inspirations her sex have,” 
“ feminine logic, ” a weakness of her sex,” “women have, 
eyes in the back of their heads,” will .all be found in one 
popular novel within a few pages of each other, and the 
intention of the phrases is to thrust all women into one class 
apart from men, as possessing less reason than men and more 
intuition. The intention is benevolent if patronising, "but the 
persistence of that kind of thing can seldom be associated with 
real championship of women. And yet Reade was a powerful 
champion of women, and all the more powerful because his 
pen did service for women unwittingly. When he was, trying 
to be analytical and psychological he drew his sex distinctions,, 
and he appeared to think, so much did he insist upon them, that 
his was the acute intellect that had discovered them, and to 
be ignorant that similar sweeping flattery or detraction might 
be found in the pages of nearly every novel writer previous to or 
contemporary with him, as well , as in the pages of his 'favourite' 
classics. But .when the torrent of these turbulent narratives 
whirls the writer along, and when he is forgetting to be clever, 
his attitude towards women is totally changed, for he shows 
by the acts of his'heroines and his lesser people that for him no 
fundamental sex discrepancies exist in reality, and that, in all 
those circumstances of life which count, one may have to admire 
any so-called manly virtue in a woman, and to reprobate any 
so-called feminine, vice in a man. In this practical way he 
advocated the rights of women, and became their verbose and 
valorous knight, without inditing a word which had as its 
definite object their advancement, and but few words which 
can be interpreted as admitting any injustice in their social 
treatment. But it may be said that when his women cornplain of 
their social limitations he sides with them. Lucy Fountain, 
a nubile beauty of the. ’sixties, exclaims “ Two lines are open 
to our honourable ambitions—marriage and water colours. 
My ambition chooses the altar and not the easel.” Reade 
proceeds to show by Lucy’s career that she had his sympathy 
in her dilemma.

Reade’s two first novels, Peg Woffington and Christie 
Johnstone, are called after two of his best heroines, and of 
these Peg Woffington is perhaps the more lifelike and appeal- 
ing, though her nobility of character is manifested in less 
sensational circumstances. The, book is constructed out of 
the episode which led Reade, in collaboration with Tom Taylor, 
to write the well-known play “ Masks and Faces,” and is 
dedicated by the author “to the memory of Margaret 
Woffington, falsely summed up until to-day.” It is 
characteristic of Reade to assert in front of his book the state­
ment that here, ■ for the first .time, can the truth be read, but 

. we may be sure that in support of his rendering of the famous 
Irishwoman’s character he could have produced bundles 'of 
notes and newspaper extracts from the. scrap-hooks which 
represented, his “ little grip. ” His methods of composition are 
explained frankly in an autobiographical sketch introduced into 
one of his latest novels, A Terrible Temptation, There is no 
need to remind the reader of the plot of Peg W offington, which, 
like Never too Late to Mend, has been immensely 
popularised by the stage version, but Christie Johnstone 
is familiar to a narrower circle. It tells how a blasi 

attributes ofviscount, drawn with the necessary stage
good nature, generosity, and incomparable languor, finds 
salvation in gaining acquaintanceship with the Scottish coast, 
and, at the same time, with a beautiful fisher girl. The love 
story is thoroughly well -told; the vividness and picturesque- 
ness of the narrative, qualities supplied alike by the descrip­
tions and by the life-like reporting of conversations, transform 
what might have remained in less vigorous hands mere 
.sentimentality into a romance wherein most of the honours 
are won by Christie. Readers, at any rate the mass of English 
readers, were not ready in 1850 for Daisy Miller or Rose 
Jocelyn, and were ready for more full-blooded girls than Ethel 
Newcome or Elizabeth Bennet, whose creator, was suffering an 
eclipse; while Scott’s heroines lived their lives in times so far 
gone by that greater effort of the imagination was asked before 
their appeal went home. . For this reason or that, Reade was



RECENT VERSE.
Coal and Candlelight. By. Helen Parry Eden. (John Lane. 
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immediately received on the publication of his first works as 
a great interpreter of a woman’s heart, and though in none 
of his later novels did he make good the position so clearly 
as in his first admirable two, in none, either, did he lose his 
power, and in none did he fail to display his heroine as a desir- 
able mate, whose physical, mental, and moral qualities could be 
put to the same tests as might be exacted from him-,who 
sought her. He might write “She was always under the 
influence of some male mind,” or “ What young woman is not 
more or less a mirror? ”; but in the books where such dogmas 
occur, the initiative in many of the most critical events are 
taken by the women. In his actions towards women Reade 
was always more generous and more just than in his word.

In The Cloister and the Hearth Catherine, the mother, and 
Margaret, the lover, are beautifully portrayed. They are 
fitting companions to Gerard and Denys in one of the greatest 
romances in our language; if their qualities are too radian ly 
excellent they are not for this reason out of tone in a picture 
which is a gorgeous transcript of a many coloured epoch. In 
Love me Little, Love me Long, and its sequel, Hard Cash, we 
are on a lower plane, and Lucy, first as lover and then as 
mother, has her weaknesses, which are reproduced in her 
daughter, Julia. They are flesh and blood people, and hold their 
own in the usual trials of true love and the unusual stresses 
laid upon them by a highly sensational author/ A favourite 
heroine in her day was Jael Dence, a Lancashire peasant gir 
and counterpart, in her simplicity, her naive shrewdness, and 
her physical splendour, of Christie Johnstone. Her unselfish 
love for the hero of Put Yourself in His Place is a pretty 
concomitant to a good deal of bunkum, and her absolute self- 
respect and innate: purity are made convincing by events hot 
words, and in circumstances where self-surrender might have 
brought about her heart’s desire; she deserved better than to 
become the wife of the fatuous old snob whom Reade, with an 
eye on the transpontine gallery, depicted as a high-minded 
Tory squire. None of Reade’S later books, except, perhaps, 
Foul Play, reached the standard even of Put Yourself in H(s 
Place, but in all of them the same practical appreciation of 

"women as citizens and help-mates appears, side by side with 
the author’s aphoristic relegations of women to a particular 
mental make-up. Also women play persistently the role of 
saviour, in the later as in the earlier books, and they save by 
action, not by beautiful examples. In Griffith Gaunt two 
magnanimous women have all the limelight. In The Wan­
dering Heir the girl in boy’s clothes is an excrescence on the 
story, but she plays a fine part in Reade’s version of the 
Annesley peerage claim, a case which has proved so attractive 
to novelists, for it was well analysed by Smollett at the end 
of Peregrine Pickle, was Scott’s inspiration for Guy 
Mannering, and, to some extent, Stevenson’s for Kidnapped. 
Reade almost appears never to have read Peregrine Pickle, and 
his version of the story is a wrong one.•

It is not likely that Reade will ever reach again the 
popularity that he enjoyed fifty years ago, but, on the other 
hand, his place in English literature to-day, through the general 
admiration of The Cloister and the Hearth, is a far higher one 
than he could ever have reached if his claims to memory had 
been based upon the books that won him his enormous 
audiences—Never too Late to Mend, Put Yourself in His 
Place, Foul Play, and (for not the best of reasons) A Terrible 
Temptation. And in Reade’s best book, his noble story of the 
Middle Ages, will be found two of his finest women.

[Other articles in this series appeared as follows : Peacock’s Women, 
April 5th; Thackeray’s, April 12th; Dickens’s, May 3rd.]

" Remember^ on your knees, 
The men who guard your slumbers-^ 
And guard a house in a still street 
Of drifting leaves and drifting feet, 
A deep blue window where below 
Lies moonlight on the roofs like snow, 
. , . And guard all small and drowsy people 
Whom gentlest dusk doth disattire, | 
Undressing by the nursery fire 
in unperturbed numbers 
On this side of the seas— 7

. Remember, on your knees
The men who guard your slumbers.”

Mr. Hueffer, in a slangy and slightly childish preface, says that he 
thinks “that, in these sad days and years, we have got to believe in 
Heaven—and we shall be happier if it is a materialist’s Heaven."

Mr. Hueffer should have spoken only for himself. No one worth his 
salt would decide to believe in Heaven because of " sad days and years,” 
even supposing that .by so deciding he could begin to believe if he had not 
done so before. This poet’s heaven is, as he says, materialistic it is, in 
fact, " a little town near Lyons," where he can sit in a cafe all day, and 
to which his love comes (in a " long red car "), and where God is a man 
of great stature,” and " a good brother.” Despite its length and chattiness, 
and digressions and heartiness (for Mr. Hueffer is incorrigibly 
“muscular”), the poem is extraordinarily readable and charming. It is 
written in verse of the utmost freedom, except for occasional rhymes. 
The repetition of the phrase, " Even in Heaven,” reminds us vividly of 
the children’s chant in Miss Stella Benson’s novel, “This is the End.”

Of Mr. Hueffer’s other poems, "The Silver Music" and The Iron 
Music ” are pleasant but unoriginal, and " A Solis Ortus Cardine " is very

Obituary.
MR. RALPH Roofer.

We deeply regret to record the death in action of Mr. Ralph Bonfoy 
Rooper, who was killed, on May 29th, while serving with the French Croix 
Rouge. Mr. Rooper, who was the second son of Mr. and Mrs. Rooper, 
of Speldhurst, Kent, and the nephew of Miss Maude Royden, was a very 
strong Suffragist. He had been so from boyhood, and his first speech at 
the Union, at Oxford, was on Women’s Suffrage. Last year he took part 
in writing the " Making of Women : Oxford Essays । in Feminism, 
contributing the essay entitled “Women Enfranchised.” At the time 
when the war began he had only lately entered what promised to be a 
career of great distinction at Oxford. He immediately volunteered for the 
Army, and when he was refused, on account of health, he threw himself 
into Red Crosswork. His death at twenty-four years old has deprived 
the Feminist Movement of one of the most brilliant and devoted of its 
younger supporters.
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punishment to the cases where actual disease has resulted. The offence 
is in exposing another person to danger; whether in the given case disease 
actually follows is a matter beyond the control of the offender. If 
negligence is culpable it is equally culpable whether the evil consequence 
actually occurs or not. On this point I believe there is no divergence 
between Miss Roy den and myself.

J submit that no one enactment can deal properly with the different 
classes of cases I have enumerated. In penal legislation, the penalty , 
ought to bear some relation to the degree of guilt; otherwise it confuses 
all sense of values and loses its deterrent effect. The four classes of 
conduct which I have described, though all reprehensible; differ so much 
in degree of guilt that it would be monstrous to make all liable to the 
same penalty. - . . a - " , . ’

I suggest that carelessness in the use of cups, towels, &c., by a V.D. 
patient is comparable to the recklessness involved in travelling in a public 
vehicle when suffering from’ small-pox or scarlatina, and that it would 
properly be met by a similar penalty (viz., if I remember right, a maximum 
fine of £5). _ I . .. •

Negligently to expose a child to known danger of disease—whether 
venereal or other— should be liable to the same penalty as other kinds of 
neglect or exposure likely to cause injury, to health.

What penalty could be too heavy for the cruelty of infecting an 
unsuspecting wife or husband? Yet there is something repugnant in the 
idea of one partner seeking vengeance on the other, and many people - 
think the case would be better met by allowing V.D. as a ground for a 
judicial declaration of nullity of marriage.

But if it be held that infection in marriage should be punished by 
imprisonment—say for two years as provided in the Criminal Law Amend- 
merit Bill and its successors—there is surely an extraordinary lack of 
proportion in inflicting the same penalty for infection by illicit intercourse. 
Probably the most rigid hygienist would agree that a husband or wife has 
a right to expect safety in marriage, and that even the strictest rules can 
never make promiscuous intercourse safe. It must always be— to borrow a 
simile from a distinguished medical writer—as dangerous as crossing a 
battlefield under fire. To impose the same penalty in the one case as in the 
other involves hopeless confusion not only of the moral issue, but also of 
the hygienic issue.

I must acknowledge one grave mistake in the 1917 leaflet—namely, 
that I described the proposal as " simple." That mistake was shared 
apparently by those who framed the clause in the C.L.A. Bill dealing 
with the same matter. It is very far from simple, and the whole question 
needs much more ventilation than it has hitherto had—at least in this 
country.

I hope the suggestions in this letter will be regarded simply as a basis 
for discussion. I am reluctant now to advocate any proposal in this 
difficult matter till I know what can be said, against it.

Helen WILSON.

THE NATIONAL . ENDOWMENT OF FAMILIES.
Madam,—May I, through the medium of your columns, ask those who 

are interested in the question of Family Endowment, and who would be 
prepared to speak on the subject at meetings in different parts of the 
country, to communicate with me? The proposal is arousing a great deal 
of interest, as it touches women’s interests at so many points, and the 
demand for speakers is at present greater than the supply.

ELINOR Burns.
34, Downshire Hill, London, N.W. 3. ■

Reviews,

3s. 6d.)
35. 6d.) 

in Mrs.
Parry's new volume for those things which made her first book memorable 
—humour, tenderness, lightness of touch, a keen eye and ear for beauty, 
a happy way with words and notions. They will be a little disappointed. 
These qualities are absent from the larger number of poems in Coal and 
Candlelight y which are often too long and rather- dull. There is nothing 
here to match “Vox Clamantis,” “ The Third Birthday," " The Moon,” 
or " The Snare.” “ The Ballad of Lords and Ladies ” recalls, but does not 
match in merit, " The Epitaph on a Child Run Over and Killed by a 
Motor in the Street ” (a poem which'every reformer should know), perhaps 
because the subject is not so poignant either to writer or reader; it is, 
however, like the Epitaph, inspired by righteous indignation and restrained 
(and equally righteous) bitterness.

The best poems in this volume are " A Parley with Grief" and “The 
Admonition: To Betsy,” from which these, lines are taken :—

LEGISLATION AND THE SOCIAL PROBLEM.
Madam,—I am glad you have thrown open your columns to a discussion 

on the vexed question of penalising the communication of disease, for it 
is a matter which needs to be seriously faced. As to the personal question 
raised by Miss Royden, I need not take up your space. I have already 
expressed to her my regret for my unintentional discourtesy in omitting 
to send her a copy of a certain letter. .

A year ago, influenced largely by the able writings of Dr. Fiaux, of 
Paris, I printed a leaflet, arguing that the law ought to penalise the 
actual communication of venereal disease, and that though convictions 
might be few, such a law would have a valuable educational and deterrent 
effect, In my summing up, which Miss Royden quotes, there is nothing 
I wish to change or retract. I now recognise (as we all do) that any such 
enactment must be hedged round with provisos and safeguards.

Further, I have come to see that cases differ so widely in circumstances, 
responsibility, and degree of guilt that I do not believe they can or ought 
to be all included under the same clause, nor subjected to the same 
penalty. It is this point which I should like to put forward in this letter.

If we agree in principle that the knowing or negligent transmission of 
venereal disease should be recognised as a crime, let us see what are the 
actions which we should wish the law to condemn. (I am not now con- 
sidering the question of proof, which is itself a wide and difficult question.)

The chief kinds of conduct which deserve reprobation and punishment 
in this matter are these:— 0 . ,

i. When a husband knowingly exposes his wife (and unborn child) to 
the risk-of infection by sexual intercourse.

2. When one person conveys (or risks conveying) infection to another 
by illicit sexual intercourse. . ■

3. When any person who knows himself to have a contagious sore or 
discharge fails to use proper precautions about towels, cups, lavatories, 
&c., and so exposes other persons to risk of infection.

4. When any person having the care of children, by, negligence allows 
them to be infected directly or indirectly. (An instance is that of a woman 
who took her sister into her own dirty and overcrowded household, 
though warned by the workhouse doctor that the sister was in a highly 
contagious condition: in a few weeks three of the children were infected 
with V.D. Here it was not the diseased person who should be held 
responsible, but the mother who knowingly exposed her children to 
danger.) 9.

In regard to the second class there is a pronounced difference of opinion : 
but as to the other three classes, surely there would be general agreement 
that an offence has been committed, and that in so far as penal law can 
do anything to prevent crime, this is a proper sphere for its action. .

Before considering these classes separately, I wish to explain the 
change in my views since I wrote the leaflet in 1017. I have now 
recognised that it is neither just nor expedient to limit prosecution and

\

Reports and Notices
THE BRITISH DOMINIONS WOMAN SUFFRAGE 

UNION.
The third Biennial Conference of the British Dominions Woman 

Suffrage Union was, held at the Caxton Hall, Westminster, on Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday of last week.

The first resolution to be passed was one of congratulation to the 
women of Great Britain and Ireland on having achieved- their " first 
instalment of justice in the grant of the’Suffrage, and to the women oi 
Canada on the splendid Suffrage successes of the last two years,” and of 
greeting and hope to the Suffragists of South Africa.

Mrs. Fawcett opened the Conference with an interesting address on 
" Equal Suffrage for the Empire.” Mrs. Fawcett gave a.* resumb of the 
history of Women’s Suffrage throughout the Empire during the last two 
years.

Mrs. Auerbach pointed'out that although South Africa was the only 
British Dominion which had not granted Women’s Suffrage, the situation 
there was much more hopeful, and more progress had been made than 
could be gathered from the brief statements made in this country. The 
amendment to enfranchise women had been defeated, but as there had 
been no question of bringing in new classes of men voters, it was not a 
matter for surprise.

Miss Sheepshanks read a paper on " Equal Eligibility of Women with 
Men for all Offices and Employments,” and gave an interesting account of 
the various legal, and administrative posts held by women in Europe and 
America.

The chief interest of the morning, however, centred round a discussion 
on " Equal Pay for Equal Work and the Endowment of Motherhood.” 
In opening this, Miss K. D. Courtney said that we were a haphazard 
nation, but the most haphazard department was that which dealt with 
mother and child.

Mtss Maude Royden then outlined a scheme of mothers’ pensions. 
Allowances should be made, she said, on a scale proportionate with the 
family; but part of the payment should be definitely the mother's, and a 
decreasing allowance made for every child. The allowances should begin 
before the birth of the child, and that for the. mother should cease when 
the youngest child went to school. These payments should have no 
connection either with philanthropy or the Poor Law, and there should be 
a flat rate for rich and poor alike. There should be a minimum of
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Tubes Is. 9d.

Pots 3s.&8s. 6d.

and OATMERLSK8 FOOD,
GOSS’ 

CUCUMBER 
& OATMEAL

for Whitening 
and Softening 

the hands.
1s. 6d. & 2s. 9d. 

per bottle.

GOSS’ SCARLET GERANIUM CREAM. A refreshing and 
delightfully perfumed cream for day use in opal glass jars 1s. 9d.

GOSS’ RENOWNED TOILET COMPLEXION SOAPS (Super­
fatted) from 1s. 9d. per box of 3 tablets.

S. F. GOSS Ltd. Scientific Chemists
460, OXFORD STREBT, W. i. or 131, KENSINGTON HIGH STREET, W.8.

RED CROSS WORKERS
We hold a large Stock of MATERIALS necessary for 

. the Making of Roller, Triangular, Many-tailed and other

A.

f

BANDAGES.
White Bandage Cloth, 36 in. wide
White Flannelette, 36 in. wide 
Grey Bandage Cloth, 40 in. wide 
White Open Wove Cloth, 36 in. wide
Grey Calico 31, 36 and 
White Flannel, 26 and 
Domette, 27 in. wide

Samples and Prieu f^rxiKirded

40 in. wide
28 in. wide

Special Reduced Prices for uhele pieces.

Hospitals & General Contracts Co., Ltd., 
19 to XL & 25 to 35, MORTIMER ST., LONDON, w. 

(Nearly opposite Middlesex Hospital).
Telephone : MUSEUM 8140 & 8141, 
Telegrams: CONTRACTING, LONDON.

inspection in the homes, and no compulsion as to the spending of the | 
money. ’ 1o e J ‘

The afternoon session dealt with “Equal Parental. Rights and 
Responsibilities," and the,status of the illegitimate child. .

Fru ANKER gave an interesting account of the Legitimisation Laws • 
• which obtain in Norway.

Miss CHRYSTAL MACMILLAN spoke on the nationality of married Women, 
and a resolution urging the desirability of securing uniformity of policy 
and action throughout the Empire, and that laws should provide that a, 
British woman did not lose her nationality on marriage with an alien, 
was passed.

On Wednesday morning Mtss ALISON Netlans gave an account of 
recent legislation in self-governing Dominions concerning venereal disease. 
This was followed by addresses from DR. JANE WALKER and DR. EDWARD 
Beadon TURNER (Chairman, British Medical Association) on, the 
reasonableness of expecting from men the same moral standard as from 
women.

A resolution condemning the practice of regularly supplying 
prophylactics, to soldiers on leave was passed. ' ♦

The afternoon session was devoted to the discussion of divorce. . MRs. 
. Seaton Tiedeman, of the Divorce Law Reform Union, urged the breaking, 
up of the separation system, and recommended the formation of Courts 
of Domestic Relations, which, among other duties, would recover the 
maintenance of illegitimate children from the father. Mrs. RONALD BAYNE 
and Mrs. Wyndham Knight Bruce spoke against any widening of the 
grounds of divorce.

Leonard Woolf, Esq., addressed the Conference oil the question of 
International Government.

On Thursday morning Miss Mercy Ashworth, A.R.C.Sc., B.S.C., 
spoke on " Women and th© Administration of the Law." In the course 
of her speech she made an interesting suggestion as to the cause of the 
increase of juvenile crime. It was not, she opined, a bad sign. Many 
had said it was owing to the absence of fathers on War Service, but she 
believed it was due to an increase in the vitality of the children owing to 
better feeding. This suggestion was confuted by further speakers.

Captain St. JOHN, of the Penal Reform League, spoke on the necessity 
of appointing women prison-commissioners, and of a committee of women, 
to engage women governors for women’s prisons; and properly qualified 
nursing sisters for all prisons.

Miss Damer DAWSON, Commandant, Women Police Service, gave an 
account of the W.P.S. A resolution urging that a body of trained police- 
women be established in every city, to be paid by the State and given the 
same status as men police, was unanimously carried.

Lord Henry Bentinck, speaking on the " Duty of British Citizens in 
the Motherland and Self-Governing Dominions to their Fellow-Citizens in 
the Crown Colonies and Dependencies,” contended that it was not only 
in the cause of humanity, but the best policy to trust the native. He 
contended that India should become a self-governing Dominion, and 
that the salvation of India lay only in the hands of Indians. Mrs. Ransom 
told the beautiful story of Sita Rama and its influence on India, and 
Mrs. P. L. Roy gave a deeply stirring, address on the Spirit of India. Mrs. 
E. A. R. Haigh, in a speech on India and Anglo-India, made some caustic 
remarks on the attitude of Anglo-Indians to the natives of India. Mrs. 
Bhola Nauth gave a wholly amusing and delightful vindication of the 
mother-in-law, and the evening ended with an urgent appeal for closer 
union between India and the Dominions from Mrs. Henry S. L. Polak.

This concluded one of the most interesting and instructive conferences 
that the B.D.W.S.U. has yet held. ‘

“That the Conference welcomes the announcement of the Board of 
Education that the Board regards teachers’ salaries as the primary object 
to which the new grants should be applied, and that they purpose to make 
systematic enquiry as early as circumstances permit with the view to 
ascertaining whether this condition is being adequately - met in all schools 
in the Grant List, and of taking such further/action as may be necessary 
where it is not.”

On Saturday, June 8th, the following resolution was proposed by the 
President (Miss Reta, Oldham), and carried unanimously —

# That this Conference heartily supports the Education Bill which is 
now before Parliament, and holds that its provisions are of the most vital 
(importance to the moral and intellectual welfare of the nation.”

National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies.
The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies, 

President: Mrs. HENRY FAWCETT, LL.D.
Hon. Secretaries:

MISS MARGARET Jones.
Mbs. OLIVER STRACHEY (Parliamentary).
MISS EVELYN ATKINSON (Literature).

Hon. Treasurer:
MRS. ALYS RUSSBLL.

Secretaries:
MISS Evans, Mrs. HUBBACK (In- 
formation and Parliamentary).

Offices—Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, London, W. 1.
Telegraphic Address—Voiceless, Ox, London. Telephone—Museum 2668.

Contributions
£

Already acknowledged e 
November 1st, 1917

Received from May 17th 
June 7th, 1918 —

SUBSCRIPTIONS.

Miss M. E. Smith.......... .  
Mr. G. G. Armstrong 
Miss M. L. Pondered 
Mrs. Jenkins... ...
Miss Jane Elgood ...
Miss Colbeck . ...
Miss L. E. Mason... - ,..’.: 
Miss Agues Garrett ' 
Miss Beddington ...
Mrs. W. Rudge
Mrs. Le Lacheur ............
Miss J. S. Thomson
Mrs. Fennell ... ...
Mrs. Price... ' ... ... -
Mrs. Rackham
Mrs. Morse ... " ... - Ci
Mrs.'Curwen ..." ... '
Miss Eleanor Garrett ...
Miss J. M. Morgan 
Miss Wren ...
Miss M. Bridson ... ...
Mrs. Makepeace
Mrs. Herbert Thompson... 
Miss Juliet Reckitt ’ ...
M iss Lucy Candler ’ 
Miss P. M. Candler 
Miss C. Lucas ’ ... ...
Miss A. Lucas...
Miss Joan Drew ...
Miss E. C. Bolton ...
Miss L. J. Burton ...
Miss E. G. Davies
Mrs. Davies .a! ...
Miss E. H. Ellis ... . .... . 
Mrs. Foster'

since
1,694

5

2

2
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ASSOCIATION OF HEAD MISTRESSES.

At the afternoon session of the large .Conference held by the Association 
of Head Mistresses on Friday, June 7th, at the North London Collegiate 
School, the Report of the Salaries and Pensions Sub-Committee was 
discussed. ■ ‘ -

Miss G. Tanner, M.A. (of the County Secondary School, Putney); 
Chairman of the Sub-Committee, moved the adoption of the Report, and 
the following resolution —

^That this Conference is in favour of the.frincifle of equal f>dy for. 
equal voorky

Miss Tanner urged that the work of women teachers was no less 
arduous than that of the men, and no less efficiently carried out. Some 
of the arguments against equal pay were that women having accepted a 
lower scale of salary showed that this was all they needed ; that the laws 
of economics, of supply and demand, made it necessary that women 
should be paid less ; and that women were weaker in health and more 
often absent than men. With regard to economic laws, men and women 
were not here to be ruled by them, but to control them. The idea of 
taking women for less because you could get them was contrary to modern 
ethics, which do not regard men and women as objects to be bought and 
sold. As for the inferior-health of women—that was not a cause, but a 
result of insufficient salaries. There was a growing public opinion in 
favour of equal pay. The principle was already established in Norway, 
New Zealand, and some of the States “of America.

Miss G. J. McCrea, M.A. (Stafford Girls’ High School), in seconding, 
said that the chief reason she would urge the Association to support the 
resolution was that it touched women’s interests in all departments of 
national life. If by passing the resolution to-day they brought nearer the 
time when women and men teachers should be paid on the same terms, 
they would also be helping on the cause of women in industry. . In the 
past bad industrial conditions for women had reacted unfavourably in the 
teaching profession; and conversely, they could believe that a rise in 
professional standards would react favourably on industry. A clear lead 
from the Association' might help more than they, in their modesty,, 
imagined, to raise the status of women, both industrial and professional,, 
and thus indirectly ensure the well-being of children.

The resolution was carried with six dissentients.
The following resolution and addendum were also moved and seconded 

by Miss Tanner and Miss McCrea, and carried —
“That this Conference is profoundly dissatisfied with the manner in 

which the Fisher Grant has in many casesbeen allocated, and begs the 
Board of Education to take steps to ensure a fair distribution of the grant 
for the purpose for which it was'intended.
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V

Miss A. M. Garner .... 
Miss C. M. Harding 
Miss S. Heron 
Miss E. D. Lee 
Miss M. Lee ...
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss 
Miss

E. H. McLean
G. E. Martin ...
M. E. Milne..........
N. Mills ...........
E. C. Pearson •
A. M. Pegg ...
N. P. Poynor...........
E. A. Ready.......... .
M. E. Selby ...
C. O. Stenhouse ... 
Chapman

AFFILIATION FEES.
Bacup W.S.S..
Greenock W.S.S.
Petersfield W.S.S. ..
Cockermouth W.S.S.

Donations.
Miss M. L. Pendered

. Sale of jewellery given by
Ursula Thompson

St Albans W.S.S. ... 
Shanklin W.S.S. ... 
Miss Sloane ...
Leicester W.S.S. ■ ...
West Herts W.S.S. ... 
Anonymous ..................... .
Per Celebration Fund ... 
Miss Charlotte Taylor ... 
Mrs. Harrison Barrow 
Mrs. Mundella ...
Birmingham W.S.S. ...

Miss

"COMMON CAUSE” HUT.

£ S.
2
2 
2
2
2
2
2
2

2

5 
17 
14 
10

5

6
9
5
3

1,122

0 
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6
5

15 
0

10

2
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0
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6
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6
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0
0
6 
0
0
0

0
6 

,0
6
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0 
8
0 
0
0 
C
0
0
0
6

£2,913 3 1

This hut, which is for the W.A.A. C. on Salisbury Plain, 
still needs support to the amount of £150. Who will help us by 
sending donations, or by buying the pearl and peridot brooch 
which a friend has given us in aid of the Hut? The brooch, 
which can be inspected at The Common Cause office, is valued 
at £3 iOS., but we are willing to receive offers for a less sum.

The following kind
Already acknowledged

London units,

donations are gratefully acknowledged :
£ si d.... - . ... ... - ... .... ... 594 19 o

-" .. -- -;• -• i... 2... . ... ... ioo
=1 . - -. . ... 2 6

£596 1 6

Scottish women’s hospitals.
After several days of absolute silence, made anxious because of the 

ports of severe fighting round Villers Cotterets, news was received that 
a the prsonnd of the .Scottish Women’s Hospital in Northern France 

—One of the Staff at Villers Cotterets reported at the London office on 
—ne oth, and told the story of the evacuation of Villers Cotterets, which 
—S SuAciently exciting, although everything was carried out with that 
H! method which makes these accounts seem almost banal in the tcilng.

_ During the raids which preceded the final evacuation, a constant 
stream of patients came in the whole night long, taking the places of those 
who were being sent away into safety in trains and cars. Miss Ivens had 

perform operations by candlelight, and the radiographers carried on 
ErworK, in imminent expectation of their tubes bursting, so excessive 

was the vibration from the explosions near by.
ran. No patient or member of the Staff was in any way injured, and the 
teens at Creil and Crepy were equally fortunate in their evacuation.

—A gift of £1,000 has been received from Sir Ernest Cassel for the 
vondon Units of the Scottish Women’s Hospitals, in response to Miss 
May Curwen’s appeal. .

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention

3 " S^hidingtori'
is the most deservedly popular

Coat

0

its

FOR TOWN AND 
COUNTRY WEAR
Made from “Wetoga” Cloth, 
which is absolutely Weatherproof.

From 4 Gns

’ALSO

Irish and Scotch Tweeds
IN EXCLUSIVE COLOURINGS 
AND DESIGNS

From 5 Gns.

UNBIASSED OPINIONS.
Southampton.

" Studington ” Coat received to-day. 
It is both smart, useful, and eminently 
satisfactory.—Miss R. A. Hunts.

Mrs. C. is very pleased indeed with 
her " Studington ” Coat, the cut and 
finish being perfect. She encloses 
cheque, . andis much obliged at 
promptness of delivery.

ILLINGTON
MI LITARY TAILORS

51.CONDUIT STREET. BOND STREET, W
67-69, CHANCERY LANE. LONDON. WC
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FABRICS^
woncwnih

5$

Charming and economical washing fabrics 9C
Duro Cambric

rocks and blouses 
—in novel -tripes, 
fine line check., 
and plain white, 
8.6....a yard

EC

FC

Duro Zephyr 
81in. a beautiful 
fine soft cloth, in 
plain colou rs, 
stripes, checks, and 
two - tone 1 effects.

*•

with the guarantee :— 
ft Garment replaced if 

colour faces. ”,
FOR the smartest of costumes, 

the prettiest of frocks— for your- 
self or the children — or for the dress 
or overall that must defy wash and 
wear—you will find everything 
you can want in these absolutely 

fadeless cloths.
Dyers and Mamifacturcrs;

BURGESS. LEDWARD &CO.LTD.
Patterns and the names of local 
retailers may be had from The 
British Textile Syndicate, Room 

65. xo, Piccadilly, Manchester.

Duro Pique
4) in.—very smart 
and economical, in 
white grounds with

a yard.

Duro Gingham 25

6

and general wear— 2 
in a splendid range 2
of plain colours; 3
strines and checks 2
2/11........ a yard, |
cnenni

Etrhiet besy owoysW,
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THE OPPORTUNITY OF
THE WOMAN WORKER
IF you do not now face up to the problem of 
providing a suitable income against the day when 
you can no longer expect to be among the 
income-earners, what possible ground have you 
for feeling that later on you may be better able 
to do so ?

It is a problem that has haunted many a 
woman in the past and, if shirked even 
till another birthday has passed, its ultimate 
solution becomes all the more difficult,

Independence is the birthright of the English­
woman equally with the Englishman, and a Pen­
sion or Endowment Policy with the NORWICH 
UNION LIFE INSURANCE SOCIETY is the 
best foundation of solid independence which can 
be laid as against the time when well-earned rest 
ought to follow on work well done.

Full particulars on application to the nearest 
Branch or Agency, or to the Head Office at 
Norwich of

THE NORWICH UNION LIFE INSURANCE 
SOCIETY,

THE OUTSTANDING BRITISH LIFE OFFICE.

WOMEN WORKERS
& THE FUTURE.—1.

A New Booklet
for IVomen Workers

Every wage-earning 
woman knows that she 
cannot go on working for 
ever and that she must 
sooner or later faps the 
problem of providing for 
her later years when she 
will wish to retire from 
active life or be forced to 
do so because she is no 
longer able to continue 
working.

A n interesting booklet 
on this subject, entitled 
” The Future of Women 
Workers" has just been

issued by the Scottish 
Widows Fund.

Written especially for 
women, it clearly shows 
the value of Mutual Life

workers, and explains how, 
by small annual payments 
out of present earnings, a 
woman may,make provision 
for her own future, ana, 
if necessary,, for that of 
her dependents.

Secure a copy NO W and. 
give it careful perusal! 
Sent free on request.

N.U.W.S.S. Scottish Women’s Hospitals.
Result of an appeal made by Miss Etta Shankland, Organiser, S.W.H., 

in Kilmarnock for ‘ Kilmarnock and District” Ward in the “Elsie
Inglis ”

C--.-3 -- "5. ----
Hospital, Sallanches, France.

£ s. d
WARD I.—CONVENER: MRS.

Gavin SCOULAR.
-Collected by Mrs, Scoular:

C. F;” (£5), Mr. & Mrs.
Blackwood (£2 2s.), Mrs.
J. P.Stevenson (£1), Mrs.
Jas. Taylor (£1), Mrs. John 
Wallace (£1 1s0> Mrs. A. 
Wylie (10s.), Mrs. Jas. Hamil- 
ton (103.), Mrs. J- Hunter 
(10s.), Mrs. Hood (10s.), Miss 
Bunten (10s.), Mrs. Paton 
(10s.), Mrs. Jas. Bryce (10s.), 
Mr. F. Ferguson, (10s.), Miss 
Lawson (10s.), Mrs. Robt.
Stevenson (10s.), Jas. Middle- 
ton, Esq. (10s.), Miss Boyd 
(10s.), Sums under 10s. • । 
(£3 14s. 3d.) .......... , ... 19 17

Goliected by Mrs. P. L. Thom­
son: Mr. & Mrs. Lorimer 
(£5), Mr. & Mrs. J. Manson 
(£2), Mrs. P. Thomson (£1), 
Rev. Wm. & Mrs. Ross (£1), 
Mr. M. Taylor (£1), Mrs. D.
Burns (10s.), J. B Wyllie, 
Esq. (10s.), Mr. & Mrs 
Robert Thomson (10s.), Miss 
Thomson, U.S.A. (10s.), sums . i 
under 10s. (£4 15s. 6d.) 16 15

Collected by The Misses 
Scoular: Miss Shearer (£3).

3

6

Reports from Societies.

Scottish Vi’dou)s
Fund

LIFE
ASSURANCE Founded
SOCIETY. 1815.

The Largest British Mutual Life Office.
FUNDS: 22 MILLIONS. CLAIMS PAID: 47 MILLIONS,

^HEAD OFFICE:
9, St. Andrew Square, Edinburgh, 

(G. J. LLDSTONE, Manager and Actuary.)

LONDON OFFICES:
28, Cornhiu, E.C. 3;

17, Waterloo Place, s.w. 1.

Miss Bell (£1), Misses Adam 
(10s.), Mrs. M. Scoular (10s.), 
Sums under 10s. (£3 4s. 6d.

Collected by Miss . Smith: 
A Friend (£1 ls.), Mrs. G.
Scoular (10s.), Sums under
10s. (£2 10s. 6d.)

Collected Mi^s Gibson
Mrs. Wm. Kidd (10s.), Sums 
under 10s. (£2 10s.) ...

dbllecied by Misses Bain and 
McGregor: Cuthbert Cottages 
(11s. 9d.), Sums under 10s

8 6

6

3. 0 0

(11s. 9d.) ... ... ••■ . 1
Collected by Miss Ella Shank- 

land: George Clark, Esq.
(£50), lft.-Colonel Barnett
(£3 3s.) ... ... - - 53

3 6

3 0
£106 5 3

WARD II. - CONVENERS: 
MISS J. D. THOMSON AND 
Miss Lauder.

Collectedby Mrs. McInnes: 
All. sums under 10s. ■•• •■■

Collected by Miss Lauder and v== *n*---BellMiss Thomson: Mrs. 
(£1), Sums. under 10s.
(£3 0s. 9d.) ... ... ....

Collected by Mrs. Motherwell:
Mrs. Robertson (£1 ls.).
Sums under 10s. (£1 16s. 4d.)

Collected by Miss Lamberton: 
All Sums under 10s, —

Collected by M*s. Stuart Park
Collected by Miss Anderson:

All Sums under 10s............
Collected by Miss IM. Thom­

son: All Sums under 10s. ...
Collected by Miss Lauder and 

Miss Bain': All Sums under 
10s. ........... ...........

Less

2

3 6

0 9

17
2
2

17
14

330
2 13

14

10

8
9

£22 11 104
amount transferred to

Ward IV. ... ...2 0 0
£20 11 101

WARD III. — CONVENERS : 
Mrs. HARROW AND MISS 
RAMSEY.

Collected by Miss Henderson:
H. B. Henderson, Esq.
(£1 ls.), John Danby, Esq. 
(£1), J. S. Weir, Esq. (£1), 
Miss Rowler (10s.), Rev.
A. K.

Rowler (10s.),
Walton 1 (10s.), Mrs.

W. Y. Lindsay (10s;), Sums 
under 10s. (£1 14s. 2d.)

Collected by Miss Barbour:
James Smith, Esq. (10s.).
Sums under 10s. (£2 19s. 9d.)

Collected by Misses Young 
and' Wilson: J. Shearer, Esq.
(£2), Sums under ips. (17s.), 

Collected by Miss McCulloch:
All Sums under 10s. ... ...

Collected by Miss Roseweir:
All Sums under 10s. ... ...

Collected by^ Mrs. Goodchild:
All Sums under 10s. ..... ...

Collected by Miss< Cleland:
D. Jones, Esq. (10s.), Sums 
under 10s. (£1 6s.) ...........

Collected by Mrs. Cuthbert­
son, Gartshore and Smellie:
Mrs. McKellar (10s.), Sums 
under 10 s. (19s. 6d.)........  

Collected by Mrs. McGathan:
Fred Alexander, Esq. (10s.), 
Sums under 10s.(15s. 6d.) ... 

Collected by Miss . Brown:.

6 5 2

3

2

9 9

17 0
2 0
2
2

5 9
5

16 0

9

5

6

6
All Sums under 10s. ... 

Collected by Mrs. Y oung
Mrs. Simpson ...

Collected by Mrs. Forrest
Miss Young

Collected by Mrs. Harrow

and
and
and

Miss Rapisay: George Doug-
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9 0
8

6

£
las, Esq. (£1 1s.), R. Steven- 
son, Esq. (10s.), Messrs.
George Y. Bain & Sons (10s.), 
Employees, do. do. (10s.),
Jas. Paton, Esq. (10s.), Sums 
under 10s. (£11 0s. 6d.) ... 14

Collected by Miss Etta Shank-. 
land: Messrs. John Walker 
& Co. (£50), Kilmarnock 
Equitable Co-operative , 
Society, per Thomas Smith, 
Esq. (£20), Collection at

• Palace and Electric Picture 
Houses, per Miss Ramsay 
(£5 13s. 7d.), Lord Howard de 
Walden (£5), Messrs. Hugh
Lauder (£5), Messrs. A. Ross
& Co. (£3 3s.),
Messrs. John Walker 
(£2 19s.), Miss Boyd 
Miss Hamilton (10s.)

Workers,

s. d.

& Co.
■(10s.),

... 92 15 7
£131 19 3

WARD IV.—CONVENER : MISS 
Cook.

Collected by Mrs. Caldwell:
- Miss Templeton (10s.), Mrs.

Aitken (10 s.), Sums under 
10s. (£7 8s. id.) ...

Collected by Miss Paxton: 
Sums under 10s.

Collected: by Miss R. Ramsay : 
Colonel and Mrs. Houison
Cranford (£1), Mrs. F.
Clark (10s. 6d.), Mrs. Middle- 
mas (10s.), Mrs. T. B. Ram- 
say (10s.), Sums under 10s. 
(£2 0s. 6d.) ................... .

Collected by Miss Hunter: 
All Sums under 10s...........

Collected by Miss Brown: All 
Sums under 10s. J ... ...

Collected. by Miss Ebasson: . 
All Sums under 10s. ... ...

Collected by Miss Montgomery 
and Miss Wilson: All Sums 
under 10s. ... ... ...

Collected by Miss' Cooke: 
Workers, Messrs. Andrew 
Barclay & Co. (£7 10s.), Muni- 
tion Girls, do. do. (£2), Mrs.
Templeton (10s.), Sums under
10s. (£1 10s. 6d.)

8 8
7 2

3 11

1 10

19

... ii 10

0
6

0

0

£41 0 1

WARD V.—CONVENER: MISS 
A. GRAINGER.

Collected by Miss Ray Lauder: 
Mrs. J. Bain (£2 2s.), j Mrs. 
Smith (£2 2s.), J. Thomson, 
Esq. (£1 ls.), Mr. Granger 
(£1), Mrs. Boss (£1), Mr. 
Connor (£1), Mrs. Howie 
(£1), Mrs. J. Thomson (£1), 
Mrs. Inglis (£1), Mrs. Roger- . 
sou (£1), Mr. Boyle (£1), 
D. Lauder, Esq. (£1), Mrs.
Yates (£1), Mrs. Morton (£1), , 
Mrs. Drummond (10s.), Mrs. 
Tannahill (10s.), Mrs. Smith 
(10s.), Miss Thomson (10s.), 
Mrs. Whitehead (lbs.), Mrs. 
Prentice (10s.), Mrs. Moore 
(10s.), Mrs. Thomson (10s.), 
Miss McMuldroch (10s.), 
Mrs. W. Douglas Frew (10s.), 
Mr. A. Thomson (10s.), Sums 
under 10s. .... ........... 8 14

Collected by Mrs. T. B. Ram- 
Say.: Mr. & Mrs. M. S. Jamie- 
son (£5), Mrs. Kennedy (£5), 
The Misses Kennedy (£1 10s.), 
T. B. Ramsay, Esq. c(£1 1s.), 
Mrs. Cameron (£1), Mrs. Wm. 
Gibson (£1), Mrs. D. Drum- 
mond (10s.), Mrs. John Wat- 
son (10s.), Mrs. J. M. Ramsay 
(10s.), Mrs. Tom Brown (10s.), 
Mrs. Neil Hay (10s.), Miss 
Hannah (10s.), Mr. G. K. 
Christie ■ (10s.), R. Hardie, 
Junr. (10s.), Sums under 10 s.
(£8) ... ... .....................26

Collected by Miss Mary Temr 
pleton: Mr. & The Misses 

■ Smith (£1 5s.), Mr. & Mrs
W. B. Tannahill (£1), Mrs. 
Alexander (10s.), Mrs. Tanna 
hill (10s.), Sums under 10s.

i CO 5s.) ' ... ...... ... 1
Collected by Miss J. Smith,:

R. Blackwood, Esq. (15s. b 
Mrs. Munro (10s.), Mrs. Geo. 
Templeton (10s.), A Friend 
(10s.), Dr. Mason (10s.), Sums 
under 10s. (£4 11s.) .... .... 

Collected by Miss Annie Hair:.
All Sums under 10s. ........  

Collected by Miss Torrance:
Mrs. Munro (£1), Sums under 
10s. (£4 5s. 02d.) ... ...

Collected by Miss A. Granger: 
All Sums under 10s. ...

Collected by Miss Etta Shank­
land: Miss Finnie (£50), 
F. F. Turl, Esq;, per Miss 
Cook (£5), Malcolm Hender- 
son, Esq. (£1 ls.), C. Clark, 
Esq. (£1 ls.), E. H. Davis,
Esq. (£1 is.)

3

11

12 10

6 12

5

0

0
0

5 01
15 4

... 58 3 0
£147 11 72

when ordering goods.

Obrell and DISTRICT Women CITIZENS’ 
Association.—A meeting was held on May 28th. 
There were present about forty women. Miss 
Whitton opened a discussion on 401, and a 
resolution of protest was unanimously passed.

Copies will be for warded to the members for 
the Ince Division, in which Orrell is, and for 
Wigan. n .

The Associationis growing in numbers, 
there now being between twenty and thirty who 
have paid the membership subscription.

HUNSTANTON.—A very representative meeting 
was held in the Town Hall, on May 30th. Mrs. 
Bell the President of the branch, presided, 
and’ after a short and helpful address called 
upon Miss Mercer from London who gave a 
very interesting and instructive speech on : 
. Am I a Woman Citizen?" At the close of 
the speech it was decided by the unanimous 
vote of the meeting to form a Women Citizens’ 
League. The Secretary being instructed to call 
together representatives . from the various 
women’s organisations in the town to form a 
committee.

WORTHING FRANCHISE SOCIETY. — Nearly 300
members and friends accepted the invitation of 
the officers and committee of the Worthing 
Women’s Franchise Society to meet Mrs. Fawcett 
on May 28th. The audience included the

of the Findon Women’s Parish 
the - Durrington Women’s Parish

Council ; representative of the Women’s Liberal 
and the Women’s Co-operative Guild.

The gathering was held at the County High 
School and Mrs. Harold Parker, President of

members 
Council;

the Worthing Branch took the. Chair.
Mrs. Fawcett, who was greeted with great 

enthusiasm, expressed the pleasure at speaking 
in a hall dedicated to the education of girls. 
" It was education," she said, " which had laid 
the foundation for the wonderful work women 
had been able to do for the country in this war, 
and which, in its turn, had helped to win the
Parliamentary Mrs. Fawcett
sketched the history of the Suffrage movement 
with telling points that were much appreciated 
by her audience.

Mrs. Harold Parker from the Chair proposed 
1 he following resolution : “ That this meeting 
records its deep sense of gratitude to Mrs. Henry 
Fawcett for her life-long work in the furtherance 
of the social and political: liberty of women ; 
that they recognise that it is largely owing to 
her consistent effort and wise leadership that the 
vote has been won, and that by her pioneer work

the higher education and professional
advancement of women they have been enabled 
to come forward and enter every field of labour
with acknowledged ability and 
inestimable help to their country 
need.’’- -• .

render

WELLINGBCROUGH.—This Society has been 
very active this year. . Since Christmas, work 
parties have- met and made a dozen shirts for 
the S.W.H. On April 18th, an entertainment was 
organised by the president, Miss Mary L. 
Pen dered, and the proceeds. £18 5s. 3d., sent 
to the London Units of the S.W.H., which 
supplied leaflets distributed in the hall. In 
conjunction with other organised ' bodies of 
women in the town, two mass meetings for 
women were arranged in April and May, and 
"were well attended. They were addressed by 
Dr. Marion Phillips, on "The New Privileges 
and Responsibilities of Women,” and Miss Mar- 
garet Jones, on " Some Social Aspects of Legis- 
lation." Members of the Society have been 
elected on most of the committees of the town 
formed for objects of charity or reform. They 
have been active in helping to obtain a Mater- 
nity Centre and second District Nurse; and in. 
holding a Baby Show last summer. They have 
been recently working for a Y.M.C.A. hut, and 
are now agitatingon behalf of the Y.W.C.A.

Forthcoming Meetings (N.U.W.S.S,)
JUNE 17. _

Birmingham—Yardley Sisterhood—Use of Vote
and Housing—Mrs. Ring i 3.0

JUNE 19.
Birmingham—Halsall Heath Co-operativeGuild—Use of Vote—Mrs. Ring 2.45

JUNE 20. :
Birmingham—Queen's Hotel, New Street—

Annual Meeting—Miss Chrystal Macmillan—
Chair: Rev. Ivory Cripps 8.0

JUNE 22.
Sheffield—Ecclesall Grange, Sheffield (by 

permission of Mr. H. A. L. Fisher)—West Riding Federation Annual Meeting—Speakers:
Mrs. V. Strachey 3 0

p.m.

p.m.

p.m

p.m.

SCOTTISH WOMEN'S HOSPITAL, . 
.LIVERPOOL AND DISTRICT BRANCH. .

JUNE 17.
Liverpool—Concert Room,St. George's Hall—

EDUCATIONAL.

Miss Vera Holme 
Subject: " S.W.H. 
Chair: Lt.-Col. sir

will give Lantern Lecture— 
in Russia and Roumania ”—
James Barr, M.D. 8.0 p.m.

Waterloo—Town Hall—Miss V 
tern Lecture—Subject : " S.W.H. 
Chair : Dr. Sumner 8.0 p.m.

Wallasey—Presbyterian Hall, Manor Road 
(kindly lent)—Miss V. Holme—Lantern Lecture 
—Subject: “ S.W.H. in Russia and Roumania—
Chair: Dr. Bouverie McDonald, J.P. 8.15 p.m.

JUNE 20.
Birkenhead—Argyle Theatre—Miss V. Holme 

—Lantern Lecture—Subject • " S.W.H ' in 
Serbia"—Chair : His Worship the Mayor of
Birkenhead 2.30 p.m.

Coming Events.

NE 20th—Free Church League for W.S.—Essex 
Hall, ■ Sirand—Meeting—subject : "' Women 

and the Way Out ‘‘—Speakers : Mrs. Despard, 
Mrs. Hobhouse, &c.7.30 p.m.

MISS . MAUDE HOYDEN Preaches in the City
Temple, Holborn Viaduct, next Sunday, at the

6 p.m. service. (Moral Problems: (2) "The Sex 
Problem To-day.”)

MRs. of " The Whins " Vege table
and Herb Plant Nursery, Chalfont

Bucks., is issuing several pamphlets on
St. Peter, 
Medicinal

and other useful Hedgerow Herbs. These give full 
information in a concise and complete form, of the 
properties of each plant and directions as to culture, 
which are of value, not only to those specialising 
in the study of Drugs, but also to those interested

given subject cost. 7d. 
Plants are grown in the
Mrs. Grieve, moreover, 
and would be pleased

gives instruction by

THE COMMON CAUSE.
POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

BRITISH ISLES, 10s. 10d. .Abroad, 13s. PER ANNUM
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62, Oxford Street, W. 1, and all ADVERTISEMENTS 
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BRITISH UNION for ABOLITION 
of vivisection 

ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING 
Thursday Next, June 20th, at 7 p.m. 
CAXTON HALL, WESTMINSTER 

Chairman:
Lord Channing of Wellingborough 

Speakers:
Viscount Harberton. Sir J. Rolleston.
H. G. Chancellor, Esq., M. P. Dr. Hadwen, J.P. 
Rev. J. Baird, J.P. Rev. H. O. Morton, B.A. 

Secretary, Miss B. E. Kidd.
Offices: 32, Charing Cross, S.W.I.

BEDFORD COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
(UNIVERSITY OF LONDON), 

SUMMER SCHOOL IN PSYCHOLOGY.

A holiday course for teachers and others interested 
in Psychology will be held August 1st to 10th in- 
clusive. The course will include lectures on 
psychological topics and will afford opportunities for 
individual laboratory work.

Fee for the Course : One Guinea.
For further particulars apply to

THE PRINCIPAL,
Bedford College, Regent’s Park, N.W.1,

BEDFORD COLLEGE FOR WOMEN
(UNIVERSITY OF LONDON)

REGENT'S PARK, N.W.1.
Principal: Miss M. J. TUKE, M.A.

FOR RESIDENT and DAY STUDENTS.
DEGREE COURSES IN ARTS AND SCIENCE 

SECONDARY TRAINING DEPARTMENT. 
SCIENTIFIC INSTRUCTION IN HYGIENE:

TRAINING IN SOCIAL WORK.
For particulars of Scholarships and Bursaries, and 

for the College Calendar, apply to
THE PRINCIPAL,

LADY DISPENSERS.
Complete courses of training commence in May, August 

November and February, at
WESTMINSTER COLLEGE

190, CLAPHAM RD.. S.W.9.
„ . • , J G. S. V. WILLS, Ph C. (Founder, 1874).
Principal. 1 p H WOODNOTH. M.P.S.

Prospectus post free on Application.
Telephone: 1728 Brixton.

IDEAL EFFICIENCY
is not that of “the individual efficient in his 
own interests" indicted by Benjamin Kidd 
in “ The Science of PowerT

IDEAL EFFICIENCY is that of the 
individual who makes the best of himself 
in the interests of human progress.

It is this IDEAL EFFICIENCY that the 
De Mengei Control Schools aim at giving 
you, in contradistinction to the practice 
of certain widely advertised self-seeking 
systems and institutions.
CONTROL OF BODY, NERVES & MIND 
is the basis of all such efficiency, and the 
primary element in that “cultural hered- 
ity"—so much more powerful than natural 
heredity—which "civilization imposes on 
the individual through the emotion of the 
ideal.”

The De Mengel Control Schools give 
you this control in perfection, thanks to the 
use of methods of proved efficiency, based 
upon the best of ancient thought and 
modern research, and which ensure to 
a remarkable degree physical health and 
muscular control, power over the subcon- 
scious mind, and clearness and depth of 
thought. The following are a few out of 
many extracts from students’ reports, 
testifying to this:

‘‘ Your course is without doubt the finest thing 
of its kind in t e whole world."—H. R., Bl ickpool.

‘ Your system has done for me morthan 
perhaps you w 11 ever realise, and may God help 
you in your good work.”—(Pte. T. A. I., Bath.

far more from you than she did during ten years 
of ordinary education.’’— (Mrs.) L. E., London, W.

WE LOOK TO WOMEN to help in 
this work—either by introducing it in 
schools and institutions, or by becoming 
students themselves, and so increasing 
their power for good.
For explanatory booklet and full particulars o 

private^class and correspondence lessons write to 
The Secretary, De Mengel Control Schoole, 
102. Myddleton Road, Bowes Park, N. 22, 

Mentioning this paper.

PUBLIC SPEAKING.

MISS LUCY BELL, 10, Brunswick-square, London, 
: W.C. 1. Single Lessons or Course Also by 
Correspondence. Individual difficulties considered. 

Miss Lucy Bell is also again free to accept engage- 
ments for speaking in or out of London. Terms on
application.

L
Telephone: Museum 1950.

INDUM HOUSE, BEXHILL-ON-SEA.— Home School
on Progressive Thought lines.

cricket field, sea bathing; all exams.
Large garden, 

Special care
given to backward and delicate girls. — Principal: 
M18S Richardson, B.A.

ADOPTION
ANTED.—Refined people to adopt healthy boy, 

two months old—Particulars apply Box 7,725,
Common CAUSE Office.'

POSITIONS VACANT.
150 RISING to £200—Wanted, Woolwich Invalid 

Children’s Association, experienced worker to
take charge of case work; full responsibility for 
general work when needed (revised advertisement).— Application *—-=----‘-----"%- ” " "
Thomas-st.,

forms from Miss Grinling, Hon. Sec., 8, 
Woolwich.

[Continued on page 108.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS and mention THE COMMON CAUSE when
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AID ATTENDANT wanted for old lady. Not 

mental or bed-ridden—Apply G P., 150, Valley- 
road, Streatham, S.W. 16.
{ANTED. — ORGANISER FOR LIBERAL 
IT WOMEN VOTERS. Apply, giving full parti- 
culars of experience, political knowledge, and other 
qualifications to the -Secretary, Women’s Liberal 
Federation, 120, Victoria-street, London, S.W. 1. ■
WORKING HOUSEKEEPER required to undertake 

the entire work and cooking, with help, pretty 
and convenient house. Salary £30-£35.—Apply Miss 
E. A. Aikin, 43, Victoria-road. Kensington, W.

ANTED.—Lady cook for country house, other 
ladies kept. Kitchenmaid. Six in family. —

Address Woodgate, Danehill. 

WANTED.—Ladies as ' representatives to an old- 
established Mutual Assurance Society. Excel- 

lent prospects and remuneration. An entirely new 
opening for women, can be worked in spare time. 
General advice also given to enquirers on assurance 
matters.—Apply Miss Rochford, 39, King-street, E.C. 2.

POSITION WANTED.
OLDIER’S WIFE, two good healthy children, six 

years and seven months, wants caretaking, 
country or out of air raid area. Capable; excellent 
references.—M., 17, Compton-terrace,- London, N. 1.

wo University Women free July 26th to August
24th require temporary posts; seaside or country 

preferred.—Apply Box 7,730, COMMON CAUSE Office.

GARDENING.

GARDENING FOR WOMEN.—Practical training;
vegetable, fruit, and flower growing. Month or 

term. Healthy outdoor life; from 60 gns. per annum. 
Students can enter any date. Visitors received if 
accommodation permits.—Illustrated prospectus of 
Peake-Ridley. Udimore, near Rye, Sussex.j

TRAINING GARDENS. Stonehouse, Glos.—Thorough, 
practical training given in gardening, pig, 

poultry, and goat rearing; vacancies for two students.
—Apply Principal._____________________________

PROFESSIONAL.

NCOME-TAX Abatements.—Claims for return of 
excess tax made out by Miss C. A. Moffett, B.A., 

9, Somerset-rd., Handsworth Wood. Birmingham.

ICAORE MONEY TO SPEND" (Income Tax RecoveryI and Adjustment).—Send postcard for this book- 
let to Mrs. Ayres Purdie, Women Taxpayers’ Agency, 
Hampden House, 3, Kingsway. ‘Phone, Central 6049.

TYPEWRITING AND PRINTING.

Expert TYPEWRITING of every description, 
beautifully typed and carefully examined.

Accuracy a speciality.—Miss Neal, Walter House,
52, Bedford-street, Strand, W.C. (Gerrard 1472.)

M MCLACHLAN and N. WHIT WHAM—TYPISTS.— 
• 4, Chapel Walks, Manchester, Tel. : 5402 City.

TEMPLAR PRINTING WORKS, BIRMINGHAM.
Enquiries solicited. R. CROMBLEHOLME, General Mana ger.

GOWNS, BLOUSES, LINGERIE, Etc.
ACE cleaned, mended, transferred. Many testi-

1 monials.— Beatrice, " C.C.” Office. (No postcards.)
ILLINERY.—Hats made own material, or trimmed, 

reblocked at small charge.—The Hat Doctor, 
5 G, Little Sussex-place, Hyde Park-square, W. 
(Lancaster Gate Tube.)_____________ ___________

SWEATING.—THE COMMONWEALTH WORK
CENTRE, 41, Devonsh ire-street, Southampton-row, 

W.C.1, makes Dresses, Jumpers. Blouses, Children’s 
Frocks, &c., at very reasonable prices. All workers 
employed receive proper living wage — Further 
details on application, by post or visit, to the 
Manager.

THE

^’BEST CORSET BODICE 
for WOMEN WORKERS

NURSES, MUNITION MAKERS, 
GARDENERS, Etc.

Adequate support WITHOUT bones.
Made in two qualities to customers’ 

own measurements.

Corset Netting - 

Coutil
-.01 Post
10/6) /r“

Out size 2/- extra 
Send Bust, Waist, kips, and D to E, 

Cash with order.
BEATRICE STEMPEL

17, UPLANDS ROAD 
HORNSEY, LONDON, N.

rpAILOR-MADE COSTUMES. — Latest styles to 1 measure; best workmanship and smart cut 
guaranteed. Moderate prices.—H. Nelissen, 62, Great 
Portland-st., W. (late 14, Great Titchfield-st).

MEDICAL, Etc.
A CHANCE FOR THE EDUCATED WOMAN.

POSTS Await Women Graduates of the Chester Col- 
lege of Pharmacy. Train Here as Dispenser or 

Pharmacist and you get the best modern training 
obtainable. Success at Exams, awaits you. Indi- 
vidual interest taken in each student. Send now for 
Free Booklet to Secretary, College of Pharmacy, 
Hoole, Chester.
ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY, 69, Upper Street, N

MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist,
FREDK. fl. BOUCHER. Asst. Dental Surgeon. E td. 35 Yrs.

Gas Administered Daily by Qualified Medical Man.
Nurse in Attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. 
Send Post Card for Pamphlet. N.B.—No show case at door. 

CONSULTATION FREE. Telephone: North 3795.

pLECTROLYSIS for removal of superfluous hair, 
JU moles, etc. Face Massage and Electrical Hair 
Treatment. Lessons given and Certificates granted. 
Address Miss Theakston, 54, Devonshire-street, W. 1.

LAUNDRY.
USH HILL PARK LAUNDRY, 19-20, Second-avenue,

Enfield. Proprietor, Miss M. B. Lattimer. Best/ 
family work, under personal supervision of trained 
experts. Open-air drying. Specialities: flannels, 
silks, fine linen, laces, &c. Prompt attention to 
parcels sent by post.

FOR SALE AND WANTED.

ARTIFICIAL TEETH (OLD) BOUGHT
Up to 7s. per tooth pinned on vulcanite ; 12s. on silver ; 
15s. on gold ; £2 on platinum. Also highest value given 
for Old Gold and Silver Jewellery. Any condition (broken 
or otherwise) Cash or offer by return If offer not 
accepted, parcel returned post free. Satisfaction guaran- 
teed. Mention " Common Cause.”
S. CANN & CO., 69a, Market St., Manchester.

Established 1850.

False teeth bought.—Cash or offer by return.
Before selling, make sure of their value by writ­

ing for free booklet, which explains very clearly the 
value of any artificial teeth.—E. Lewis, 29, London-st., 
Southport, Lancs. (Kindly mention COMMON Cause.)
T RISH ROLLER TOWELS, extra strong and durable 

quality, 22 yds. by 17 ins., 2s. each; 3 for 5s. lld.; 
postage 6d. Send for Bargain List, free.—HUTTON’S 
(159), Larne, Ireland.

Real HARRIS/ LEWIS, and
SHETLAND HOMESPUNS
Direct from the Makers. Special light weights for Ladies 
wear—all shades. Patterns and Prices on Application
S. A. NEWALL & SONS, Stornoway, Scotland.
State shade desired and whether for Gent’s or Ladies’wear

(ECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for cash;
D costumes, skirts, boots, underclothes, curtains, 
lounge suits, trousers, and children’s clothing of 
every description; parcels sent will be valued, and 
cash sent by return.—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby-st, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.

WANTED.—Costumes, coats, furs, underwear, gentle. 
men’s and children’s clothing, house furnish- 

ings Specially good prices given.—Helene, 5. 
Hanover-rd., Scarborough.

WHY KEEP USELESS JEWELLERY?
The large London Market enables 

ROBINSON Bros. of
5. Hampstead Rd. (nr. Maple s) W.- & 123, Fenchurch St.,E.C. 
To give best prices for OLD GOLD and SILVER JEWEL- 
LERY. GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM. DIAMONDS, 
PEARLS,EMERALpS.SILVERPLATE.ANTIQUES, 
&c., in any form, condition, or quantity. Licensed valuers and 
appraisers. Telephone. Museum 2036.

ALL PARCELS receive offer or cash, by return pest.

TO LET.

TO LET, to careful tenants, attractive Furnished 
Flat; large sitting-room, bedroom, kitchen, use of 

bath-room; 25s. weekly; South Kensington.—Box 
E. J. I., 7,726, COMMON CAUSE Office.

WANTED.

ANTED, by lady, two unfurnished rooms near 
Hammersmith; Barnes district preferred.—45, 

Castleton Mansions, Barnes, S.W. 13.
ANTED, on the sea front somewhere between 

Dover and Eastbourne, a small furnished house, 
or rooms for two ladies during August; good cooking, 
water and milk essential.—Box 7,700, C.C. Office.

FOR REST AND HOLIDAYS.

Dean FOREST, Severn-Wye Valleys.—Beautiful
Holiday Home (600 ft. up); spacious house, 

grounds, bath, billiards, tennis, croquet, motor 
cars, magnificent scenery; vegetarians accommo- 
dated; 38s. 6d. to 47s. 6d. week.—Photos, prospectus, 
Hallam, Littledean House, Littledean, Glos.

Lovely TUNBRIDGE wells, “ England’s Beauty
Spot.” ROYAL MOUNT EPHRAIM HOTEL; 

facing common, full south; excellent cuisine; winter 
gardens; elevation 500 ft. above sea level; telephone 
75; telegrams " Comfort.”—For Brochure apply 
resident proprietress, L. Meadmore.

ST. BARNABAS HOME OF REST FOR LADIES,
The Common, Southwold.—Inclusive terms from 

17s. per week. Nurses and other war-workers 
especially invited. — Particulars from the Hon. Sec., 
Miss Perry.

1 HE HEUGH, Aysgarth S.O., Yorks. Board- 
residence. Meat ration supplemented by vege- 

tartan dishes and country produce. Convalescents 
received. Enquiries, which must be accompanied 
by stamped envelope, from Miss Smith.

VEGETARIAN GUEST HOUSE—1J miles from sta- 
tion; orchards, tennis, bath (h. & o.), own dairy 

produce. From 30s.—Miss Bayliss, The Manor House, 
Noke Islip, Oxford.

WHERE TO LIVE.

Brooklyn PRIVATE hotel.—Earl’s-court-square,
S.W. 5 (Warwick-rd. corner), finest centre all 

parts; 12 minutes' Piccadilly: quiet, separate tables; 
write or call for tariff; strictly inclusive terms; un­
equal led for comfort and attention; own private 
garage free. B. and B., 5s.Tel. : Western 344.

Hostel for Lady War Workers and others; terms 
moderate, by day or week; convenient for all 

parts.—Mrs. Wilkinson, 59. Albany-st., Regent’s Park 
(Portland-rd. Station). Telephone : 3184 Mayfair.

PRIVATE HOTEL FOR LADIES. Very quiet and 
Jl refined.—13, St. George’s-sq., Westminster. Bed- 
room, breakfast, bath, and attendance, from 48. 6d.— 
Write, or wire, Miss Davies. -

THE NATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES.
I enclose Donation. of £ s. d. to the Funds of the N.U.W.S’S.

Subscription
and Subscription £ s. d for the Common Cause (Rates : 10/10 12 months,

5/5 6 months, 2/9 3 months)
Name    ,

(Mrs.. Miss Esa., or other Title.) .

’ A daress ______ ____ __________ _____ -
All Cheques and Postal Orders Should be crossed " London County and Westminster Bank, Victoria,” and made 

payable to : The Hon. Treasurer, National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies, Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, W. 1.

Printed (and the Trade supplied) by the NATIONAL Press Agency Ltd., Whitefriars House, Carmelite St., London, E.C. 4, for the Proprietors, THE Common CAUSE 
PUBLISHING Co. LTD., and Published at Evelyn House, 62, Oxford Street, London, W. 1. London: George Vickers. Manchester: John Heywood; Abel Heywood 

- & Son; W. H. Smith & Son. Hewcastle-on-T-yns: W. H. Smith & Son Edinburgh and ^Glasgow: J. Menzies & Co Dublin and Belfast: Eason & Son. -


