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PARIS CONGRESS.
THE PRESIDENT’S

Dear Friends and Colleagues,
It is a wonderful and solemn moment this opening 

of our tenth Congress.
Here we gather; women 
from all the continents, 
from countries far and 
near.

Many of us have not 
met for three years, how 
proudly we tell our vic- 
tories, how confidently we 
look for sympathy in our 
efforts. One thing alone 
is certain—we know no 
defeat, for sometimes 
slowly, sometimes rapidly 
the great woman’s move- 
ment marches on.

In this solemn and 
yet joyous meeting | our 
thoughts turn to absent 
friends, and first of all to 
our dearly loved col­
league, Mme. de Witt 
Schlumberger. I cannot 
express our immense 
sorrow at her loss. She 
will always, remain with 
us in our hearts as the 
perfect woman. Goodness 
and dignity, wide charity 
and stern principles, 
gentleness, and keen in­
telligence, she possessed 
all those qualities which 
we admire in the devoted 
wife and mother and the 
born leader of men. Mrs. Corbett Ashby, 

Re-elected President.

OPENING ADDRESS.
Our hope was that this Congress should give us the 

opportunity of showing her our affection and trust. 
Alas, we can only rise in 
silence to pay her our 
homage.

Many old friends are 
absent. Our clearly be- 
loved Mrs. Chapman Catt, 
whose untiring work for 
the great cause of peace 
has seriously affected her 
health. Twice this winter 
she has been seriously ill, 
and twice she has risen 
from her bed to undertake 
long journeys and a great 
peace campaign, and now, 
alas, a third illness makes 
it impossible for her to be 
here. To the very last she 
hoped to be among us.

Family losses or per­
sonal illness keep from us 
Fru Qvam, Mrs. Wicksell,. 
Frau Marie S tritt, Fru 
Aren holt, Dr. Aletta 
Jacobs of Holland. Our 
loving thoughts go out to 
them.

Here Paris looks down 
on us and wonders what 
this Great Congress can 
be. You have in front 
of your a new, untried 
President, but behind me 
you see in solid sup- 
port your Board of Officers 
and the Presidents of
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forty countries. We on this platform are the symbol 
of a unity that is world wide, but you the Delegates 
must make that unity real. The Congress is much 
more than the scene of its delegations. As we work 
together, you and I, we shall see it grow a living, 
powerful force.

Already your work on the Commissions has welded 
you rapidly into one. Day by day we shall think and 
act more surely and promptly together.

A President and a Board cannot bring the Congress 
to life. But if your one idea is service, generous and 
enthusiastic service to this great Alliance and its greater 
ideal, then from our travail the Congress will find its 
soul. In 1920 and 1923 we debated whether the Alliance 
was necessary to the woman’s movement. Look around 
you for the answer. We have never had so large 
an attendance, delegations so strong, a programme so 
carefully prepared.

Since our meeting in Rome fourteen new associa­
tions from twelve countries are joining us.

We celebrate suffrage victories in Newfoundland and 
many State of India, in Greece, Italy and Spain, and 
rejoice in the wonderful activity of the Near East and 
of South America.

Enfranchised women, our victories are so many that 
our very name is antiquated and hampering in twenty- 
five countries. Our problem is to find a title which will 
show our mission to the free woman voter. While we 
wait for and work with you unenfranchised women.

We understand your problems, we have won through 
them, but let those who fought in our lands for fifty 
years assure you that though the difficulties are the 
same, victory comes more quickly.

And now my most pleasant duty as President of this 
Alliance is to express our deep thanks and warm 
appreciation to M. le Ministre for his kind welcome on 
behalf of the French Government whose grateful guests 
we are.

Secondly we thank the “Union Fran^aise pour le 
Suffrage des Femmes" with which I couple Mme. 
Brunschwicg and all the members for their generous 
invitation to hold our Tenth Congress in Paris.

We who are delegates from all parts of the world 
appreciate to the full the courage and kindness of those 
who spare time, strength and money on international 
work in the midst of their own strenuous campaign for 
the vote. It is our dearest hope that in accepting this 
invitation we may hasten their victory, since France is 
the only great power outside South America and the 
Far East which refuses political rights to its women.

We warmly thank M. et Mme. Paul Lapie for the 
loan of this superb amphitheatre and lovely salons 
which we feel represent the intellectual life of France. 
Here, as elsewhere, the greatest men have been 
generously willing to accord to women equal oppor- 
tunities of learning and equal political rights. To the 
names of Condorcet, John Stuart Mill and M. Charles 
Secretan we gladly add that of M. Paul Lapie.

We warmly thank the many distinguished women of 
France who, at the head of their groups, have offered 
us their generous collaboration, thus confirming our 
experience that as our movement grows, women work 
together with increasing loyalty and understanding.

We thank the members of the Diplomatic Corps 
whose gracious presence here to-night is profoundly 
encouraging.

To-day we may say with pride that the woman’s 
movement exists in every country where civilisation is 
based on justice, peace and liberty. Its goal is Equality, 
International Understanding and Peace.

Our belief in international co-operation is twin to our 
belief in the woman’s movement, for as we recognise 
that the fullest personality gives the richest service to 
the community, so we believe that fullest national life 
and culture add rich service to the world.

We have learnt to limit our individual liberty for the. 
good of the community, and we must now learn the 
hard task of harmonising national activity with world 
peace and world needs.

We belong to the woman’s movement because we 
believe that the human race is capable of further 
improvement; that freedom, education and responsi- 
bility evoke all that is best in the individual regardless 
of sex.

Therefore we work to sweep away those ancient 
superstitions, customs and laws which hamper women’s 
free development. This is an hourly task for all of us, 
so stubbornly are these superstitions rooted in daily life.

Until they are gone, we do not know to what heights 
women may not rise.

We work for women’s education, free and equal, 
varied and profound, not only for the education of 
school and university, but for equal opportunity in 
technical and professional training, in travelling scholar- 
ships, and in professorial posts.

Without favour, but without handicap, we ask for 
equal access to all professions and to all branches of 
industry with equal pay for equal work. It is here 
perhaps that women are meeting most hostility to-day. 
The economic situation in all countries has been gravely 
affected by the war and much of the burden of unem­
ployment falls upon the women as workers or as wives 
for the theory that men can protect women is, alas, 
cruelly inadequate to-day.

Besides let us frankly face the fact that many women 
who believe in social, moral and political equality do 
not yet see the need for industrial equality. Yet as an 
alliance and as individuals we must hold our faith whole 
and complete. For only when real equality is attained 
can we discover what are the true differences of function 
and capacity. Differences outside the obvious one of 
motherhood appear more and more to be differences 
between individuals rather than true sex distinctions.

The demand for equal responsibilities must not wait 
for the granting of equal political rights or for equal 
education. Our civilisation is so complex that women 
are needed in every branch of social work for which they 
show admirable capacity. No woman is so busy in her 
home or her profession that she cannot by a better 
adjustment of her time spare some energy to work for 
her neighbours, her town, and her country. Good work 
never absorbed so much time as visits, sport and bridge.

Women and the League of Nations.
The woman’s movement seeks to deepen woman’s 

sense of responsibility and to widen her sphere of 
activity from the home to the city, from the city to the 
nation. We do not rest there. The League of Nations 
permits us to complete the circle and to work beyond 
our own frontiers for the peace and welfare of the whole 
world, as love of country has always been taught at 
the mother’s knee, so we the mothers of to-day and 
to-morrow must teach that understanding and sympathy 
know no frontiers.

We welcome here to-day, M. Luehaire, the Director 
of the International Institute of Intellectual Co-opera- 
tion, and offer him gladly our services in his beneficent 
work.

We welcome the Princess Radziwill, official Delegate 
to the League of Nations, whose presence among us is 
a greatly valued tribute to our efforts for peace and 
world co-operation.

Our warm welcome is also extended to Mlle. Mundt, 
of the International Labour Office. We can assure her 
of our eagerness to second her admirable work to secure 
justice and harmony in all labour questions.

We remember with pride that years before the League 
was born we gave to all nations equal voting rights in 
our assemblies.

In Unenfranchised Countries,
Solidarity among women is vital. All women must 

unite in the demand for the vote. Women of all the 
political parties, women of all interest and classes, 
women of the liberal professions whose civil incapacity 
is absurd, and women of all religions to show that faith 
in woman’s mission to help and heal is not confined to 
any one creed or section. The home-loving woman

(Continued on page 132.)

THE PARIS
HE great Paris Congress has come and gone, 
leaving behind a pleasant memory which is not 

likely to fade. Each Congress brings the feminist 
societies throughout the world closer to a unity which 
must necessarily have a far-reaching effect on the policy 
of nations. When one considers that over forty nations 
were represented at Paris, the different mentalities of 
the delegates, drawn from all classes, creeds, and races, 
the unity realised was a remarkable achievement.

Such unity was commonplace in the old days when 
we were concentrating on winning the vote, but when, 
as to-day, it means applying our belief in equality 
throughout the whole range of human interests, it 
shows clearly how closely similar are the needs and 
aspirations- of women everywhere, regardless of race 
or religion.

Of the Reports of the five Commissions, four were 
adopted unanimously but for a single clause.

The nationality of married women has been forced by 
us on the international bodies concerned with the 
drafting- of practical legislation.

We were unanimous on ' the protection of the 
unmarried mother and her child, and adopted the report 
with the. exception of the clause which, where paternity 
is doubtful would divide the responsibility of the child 
between two or more men who were proved to have had 
relations with the mother.

Another three years’ experience of the working of 
such a clause in practice will enable the next Congress 
to pronounce on this very difficult matter. The 
Congress discussed too the question of bringing up the 
child according to the social status of its father or its 
mother, but it seems impossible to legislate in one 
direction or the other without injustice to many.

The report of the Family Allowances Commission 
went through with general assent.

The report of the Equal Moral Standard Commission 
was a wonderful achievement made possible by Dr. 
Paulina Luisi’s devotion. It revealed a great advance 
on the attitude of the alliance in Rome and feminists in 
all countries are clearly on their guard against the new 
regulation disguised as health measures.

The resolution concerning free and voluntary treat­
ment of venereal disease which roused fierce discussion 
at Rome, and was finally referred back, was passed at 
Paris almost without discussion. In the interval of 
three years women societies have learnt that special 
laws on this point mean special laws directed against 
women.

This does not mean that there were no heated debates 
and no divergence of opinion. . There was, for instance, 
a sharp cleavage on the question of restrictive legis­
lation for women in industry- Women in some countries 
believe that special regulations for women are still 
necessary, others hold equally firmly that special 
regulations prevent women from taking a proper place., 
in industry. In Paris the protectionists won by a small 
majority, and for the Alliance the question stands 
where it did in Rome—that no regulations shall be 
imposed without consultation with, and the consent of. 
the workers and themselves, .

Two new,Commissions were set up by the Congress, 
one to study how women can best help to secure peace, 
and the second to extend the employment. of women 
police on definite lines.

During the actual sittings of the Congress came the 
news that the International Commission on commercial 
air navigation had withdrawn its refusal to grant 
certificates to women aviators to make international 
flights as pilots. The Alliance owes a deep debt of 
gratitude to the splendid collaboration of the Inter­
national Federation of University Women. The 
presence of Princess Radziwill as official representative

CONGRESS.
of the League of Nations, of our old friend,Miss 
Mundt; of the I.L.O. and of Professor Zimmern from 
the Institute for Intellectual Co-operation shows how 
cordial and serious is our co-operation with those 
bodies.

The public meetings were remarkably successful. The 
opening meeting on May 30th filled the vast and gaily- 
beflagged amphitheatre of the Sorbonne. Monsieur 
Lamoureux, Minister of Education, welcomed the 
Congress in the name of the French Government. 
Frenchwomen, he said, unfortunately were not yet 
enfranchised. He believed, that enfranchisement was 
nearer than they expected. The Congress would be a 
new victory for the feminist cause. Monsieur Bellan, 
President of the Conseil General de la Seine, followed, 
announcing that he was a feminist of thirty years’ 
standing. He felt sure that it would be impossible to 
leave women for much longer outside the Municipal 
and Cantonal Councils, which deal so closely with home 
and children. Mme. Brunschwig followed with an able 
speech and a cordial welcome to the Congress. When 
our President, Mrs. Corbett Ashby, rose to speak, the 
whole audience rose too, and applauded enthusiastically. 
There can be no doubt that our President won the heart 
of Paris, as she has won the hearts of her followers.

Other speakers included Lady Aberdeen, who brought 
greetings from the International Council of Women, 
and the Duchesse d’Uzes, Honorary President of the 
Union Fran9ai.se pour le Suffrage des Femmes.

On the following evening women of all nations 
brought a friendly message to the World Alliance. 
Then we had the interesting meeting on the Code 
Napoleon, when women lawyers from different countries 
poured scorn on the code, which the Chairman, Mme. 
Grinberg, declared owed its origin to Napoleon’s resent­
ment of Josephine’s ill humour. The meeting was 
packed to suffocation, and an overflow meeting was 
held.

Still the wonderful public-of Paris was not tired and 
flocked in thousands the following nights to hear what 
distinguished men from many countries had to tell them 
of the beneficial results of woman suffrage, and to hear 
a report from woman M.P.s of the work clone in their 
respective countries.

The climax of the Congress was the amazing meeting - 
at the Trocadero, packed to overflowing, when women 
of all nations made a passionate appeal for peace, a 
real world-peace, not founded on the shifting sands of 
alliances, but on the solid rock of honesty and goodwill" 
—a peace guaranteed by the League of Nations. Mrs. 
Corbett Ashby presided at the meeting, to which the 
speaker of the Chamber of Deputies came to speak for 
the French people. Indeed the French Government and • 
the French authorities gave official recognition and 
official welcome to the Congress in unprecedented 
fashion. The President of the French Republic, the 
President of the Senate, the President of the Chamber 1 
of Deputies received Mrs. Corbett Ashby, women 
M.P.s, women Councillors, . and Presidents of 
Delegations..\ 0.

The Municipality of Paris entertained. the whole 
Congress to a wonderful reception at the beautiful 
Hotel de Ville, when the President, Monsieur 
Guillaumun, assured the audience that the Municipality- 
of Paris was in sympathy with the aims of the Congress, 
and warmly supported the feminist demand.for freedom.' 
The Union Fran^aise pour le Suffrage des Femmes has 
earned the warm gratitude of the women of all nations, 
and may well be proud of the success of the Congress, 
There can be no doubt that the Congress made a 
profound impression on the public of Paris, and we 
sincerely hope that it has brought the enfranchisement, 
of Frenchwomen appreciably- closer. -

L. de ALBERTI.
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THE PARIS CONGRESS—Continued from page 130. 
must shake off her mental laziness that permits her, 
from her safe' shelter, to ignore the welfare of any 
children but her own, to ignore the long hours and low 
pay of her less fortunate sisters, the miserable housing 
which breeds tuberculosis, the double standard of 
morality which, while she modestly turns away her 
head, decimates the race with fearful disease.

The women in the syndicates and unions, the women 
in the co-operative movement must carry the campaign 
into those organisations whose belief in democracy and 
equality does not always include their own wives and 
fellow-workers.

In Enfranchised Countries.
Experience shows us the vital importance of preserv- 

ing outside political parties a woman’s organisation 
whose attitude of mind is feminist and whose goal is 
equality. It is hard enough to win the vote; it is far 
harder to achieve a real equality of liberties, status and 
responsibilities. It requires good organisation and 
great vigilance to watch all new parliamentary legis­
lation and remove from it discriminations against 
women, to educate public opinion towards the need for 
reform in such matters as the marriage laws, health 
administration, the treatment of child offenders, oppor- 
tunities for training equal for boys and girls.

As soon as women are voters the political party 
machines can be trusted to undertake their political 
education with zeal as remarkable as it is tardy. But 
women’s organisation must show the woman voter how 
she in turn can educate her party in all those social 
reforms which add to the health and happiness of the 
race.

Let us the enfranchised women never consent to be 
merely members of political parties. If our political 
activities are to be effective we must vote as members 
of a political party, but our first loyalty should be to 
women and to our great International Alliance and its 
aims.

The great gift of the Congress to each one of us is 
enthusiasm and courage.

Many of us are lonely pioneers working in country 
towns or mountain villages, almost single-handed 
against prejudice and apathy. We know our faith is 
true, but sometimes the fire burns dimly. How inspiring 
to find here the companionship of women whose very 
lives show how paltry and ridiculous are the objections 
and fears of our neighbours. Here the women of 
Norway greet the women of Japan, and Great Britain 
welcomes Brazil and Peru, The new continent of 
Australasia, the most pure race of the world, can 
compare its problems with those of the United States, 
where all races are fusing, and with those of China and 
Egypt, whose civilisations greeted the dawn of the 
world.

Friendships made this week will never break, for in 
a world torn by suffering and fear, we represent the 
strongest power in the world—mother love.

NEW MEMBERS OF THE BOARD.

THE whole Alliance gives a warm welcome to the 
new members of the Board, and the old members 
are delighted to work with them.

Mme. Atanatskovitch, of Jugo-Slavia, is a keen 
feminist whose studies to fit her for the diplomatic 
service have given her expert knowledge in addition 
to her enthusiasm, intelligence and charm.

Mme. Hoda Charaoui Pacha, the president of the 
Egyptian Women’s Union, is the first Board member 
to represent the new movement among the women of 
the East, and is famous for her good works as well as 
for her feminism.

Mme. Suzanne Grinberg, the brilliant French lawyer, 
brings us the legal talent we need since Miss Macmillan 
retired.

Miss Ruth Morgan, of the United States, is at the 
head of a large bureau for peace and international 
relationships.. and will bring with her enthusiasm to 
our new Commission on peace and much experience.

Norway sends us Fru Morek, able editor of Nylaende, 

with her long experience of feminism and the breadth 
of sympathy of her countrywomen.

We are proud to welcome Mme. Plaminkova, 
Senator of Czecho-Slovakia, amongst us—a real leader 
of all good causes and a tried friend.

Mrs. Rischbieth represents Australia for the first time 
on our Board, and we count on her sympathy to spread 
news of our work in that great Continent.

Mme. Reuss de Jancoulescu, President of our first 
Roumanian Society, will keep us in sympathetic touch 
with the energy of the women of many lands.

The Marquesa del Ter, with her command of 
languages, her vivid sympathy and experience with the 
working girls and her keen feminism, brings us the 
help of Spain.

Frau von Velsen helps to fill the gap caused by 
Mrs. Lindemann’s retirement, and brings us, in addition 
to her personal gifts, the help of the Equal Citizenship 
Society and National Council of Women of Germany, 
of both of which she is the able president.

THE ALLIANCE’S NEW NAME.
So many countries affiliated to the Alliance are now 

enfranchised that it was felt that the old title was 
scarcely wide enough, and the Alliance was, therefore, 
re-christened at Paris and will be known in future as : 
The International Alliance of Women for Suffrage and 
Equal Citizenship.

The following countries affiliated at Paris : Bermuda, 
Cuba, Luxembourg, Porto Rico, Peru, Portugal and 
Turkey. Second societies were admitted from France, 
Great Britain, Holland, Jugo-Slavia, and two new from 
Roumania. The League of the Church Militant, and 
the National Union of Teachers, both of Great Britain, 
did not gain admission, nor did the National Women’s 
Party of the United States. The Six Point Group, Great 
Britain, withdrew its application for affiliation.

MRS. LINDEMANN.
We cannot allow Mrs. Lindemann to leave the Board 

after 17 years of devoted work and thought without 
repeating our immense appreciation of her work, our 
personal affection. We cannot believe she has really 
left us, and count on her continued help especially with 
the women police movement, in which she is a pioneer.

WOMEN COUNCILLORS FOR INDIA.
NOTHER victory has been won by the women in
India by the passing of amendments to the 

electoral rules, which gives the power to all Provincial 
Councils and the Legislative Assembly and Council of 
State to pass a resolution that: “Women in general, 
or any class of women not otherwise disqualified, be, 
allowed to be elected or nominated as members of these 
various Councils.” So that it now only remains for 
us to see to it that the various Legislative Councils pass 
their resolution as soon as possible, giving this right 
to the women in their several Provinces. We feel that 
it is a matter of urgent necessity that women should 
be in the Legislative Councils in India. The need for 
woman’s balance and common sense is very much 
required in the legislative bodies of this country. We 
are sure that the men Councillors too will be glad to 
welcome their sisters. The important thing in India 
to-day is, that there should be unity among the people, 
and the greatest unity can be gained by all communities 
working together for the good of India. Women see 
the need of so many reforms and they will press forward 
and try to get these reforms carried out in actual facts 
of daily life. We would most strongly urge upon the 
women of India the importance of taking every possible 
advantage of this new opportunity of service that has 
opened out before them. An enormous amount of good 
can be done by women in the Councils, if only they will 
rise to a realisation of their responsibility. The right 
has now been given to Indian women. So may they 
go forward and prove that they are anxious to serve 
their country in this most useful field of service.

Stri Dharma.

RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED AT THE PARIS
CONGRESS, 1926.

I. WOMAN SUFFRAGE. ‘
1 .—This Tenth Congress of the International Woman Suffrage 

Alliance offers warm congratulations to the women of Travan- 
core on the election of their first woman Member of Parliament; 
to the women of Newfoundland on the gaining of franchise and 
eligibility; to the women of Assam, Bengal, the United Provinces 
and the States of Cochin and Mysore on the gaining of the 
franchise and the possibility of eligibility in the near future ; to 
the women of Greece, Italy and Spain who have obtained the 
municipal vote, with or without restrictions, and trusts that this 
first step towards equality of citizenship may speedily be followed 
by the attainment of full and equal parliamentary franchise and 
eligibility.

2 .—This Congress, believing that the possession of the vote is 
both an indispensible instrument for the attainment of practical 
reforms and a matter of wider import affecting the whole status 
of womanhood, protests against the inequality of the franchise 
existing in Belgium, Canada, Great Britain, Hungary and 
Northern Ireland. It calls upon the Governments of these 
countries to remove this injustice by the immediate granting of 
the vote to women at the same age and on the same terms as 
to men.

3 .—This Congress, appreciating the excellent results obtained 
in all countries from the enfranchisement of women, respectfully 
urges upon all Parliaments, which have not yet recognised 
women’s right to political equality, to consider immediately the 
possibility of adopting such a measure of justice and progress.

II. PEACE AND THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS.
I.—The women of forty-two countries who have come to Paris 

for the Tenth Congress of the International Woman Suffrage 
Alliance having given a whole week to the intense discussion of 
problems affecting so deeply the life of the nations and the social 
life of each country express their conviction that these problems 
can only be solved by the perfect co-operation of both sexes.

They therefore believe that the entrance of women into political 
life is necessary to secure universal peace.

This peace should be based on a League of Nations, which 
leaving each nation its autonomy of action and its liberty, estab- 
lishes a lasting harmony between peoples.

2 .—This Congress desires that a permanent committee shall 
be formed in order to examine in what way women can use 
their political powers towards furthering the work of the League 
of Nations and towards promoting the cause of peace.

3 .—In view of the fact that an education in peace principles is 
to-day recognised as the surest guarantee of universal and 
lasting peace.
And in view of the fact that books of current literature, selec- 
tions from classic authors and history books in particular in- 
fluence the mind of the child from its earliest years.
This Congress welcomes the setting up of the sub-committee of 
the Commission for Intellectual Co-operation of the League of 
Nations, specially instructed to deal with text-books and calls 
upon the women of all nations to act so as to secure that these 
books contain nothing likely to stir up national hatreds among 
the young.

III. LIKE CONDITIONS OF WORK FOR MEN AND 
WOMEN.

That this Congress realising that economic necessities and 
the desire and right of women to work and secure for them- 
selves the means of life, has made them important and irre- 
placeable factors in production; and believing that it is essential 
that all avenues of work should be open to women, and that 
the sole consideration in regard to work should be the physical 
and intellectual suitability of the workers, declares

1. That education for professions and trades should be equally 
available for women as for men.

2. That all professions and all posts in the Civil Service in 
all its functions, administrative, judicial and executive, should 
be open to women as to men, and that advancement to all 
higher posts should be equally open for both sexes.

3. That women should receive the same pay as men for the 
same work, and that the only interpretation of the expression 
“Equal Pay for Equal Work” which is acceptable to the Alli- 
ance is that men and women shall be paid at the same rate, 
whether this be computed by time or by piece, in the same 
occupation or grade,

4. That the right to work of all women be recognised and
(a) That no obstacle shall be placed in the way of married 

women who desire to enter and to continue in paid work.
(b) That laws relative to women as mothers should be 

so framed as not to handicap them in their economic 
position. "I n . .

(c) That no special- regulations for women's work differ- 
ent from regulations for men should be imposed on women 
contrary to the wishes of the women concerned; and that 
all future regulations should tend towards equality for men 
and women.

5. This Congress believing that liability to many forms of 
industrial disease is an individual and not a sex liability, calls 
upon the I.L.O. to undertake a scientific study of the principal 
industrial diseases with a view to recommending such measures 
as shall safeguard all workers irrespective of sex and such 
special regulations as shall, if necessary, eliminate those indi­

viduals, male or female, who are found to be specially prone to 
any particular industrial disease.

6. This Congress further calls upon the I.L.O. to use all its 
influence to induce the Government members of the League of 
Nations to conform to Article 3 of the League Convention creat­
ing the International Labour organisation which concerns the 
participation of women in the national delegations sent to the 
I.L. O. Conferences.

7. This Congress urges that legislation with regard to 
pregnancy and maternity should be on the lines not of forbidding 
women to select and continue in their own work, but of provid- 
ing for them such economic and physical conditions as should 
make it possible for them to give birth to their children in the 
most favourable conditions.

8. This Congress holds that any international system of 
differential legislation based on sex, in spite of any temporary 
advantage, may develop into a very real tyranny and result 
in segregation of women workers and the imposition of fresh 
handicaps on their capacity as wage-earners.

It therefore urges upon its Auxiliaries the necessity of careful 
and detailed scrutiny of all such proposals with a view to im- 
mediate and effective action when necessary.

IV. EQUAL MORAL STANDARD AND AGAINST THE 
TRAFFIC IN WOMEN.

1. That all laws, measures, or regulations dealing with public 
morals shall be so framed as not to differentiate between the 
sexes, either in wording or in enforcement.

2. That public health measures for combatting venereal dis- 
ease shall be the same for men and women, in wording and in 
enforcement.

3. That there shall be no special laws or regulations against 
prostitutes as such.

4. That the International Suffrage Alliance condemns all sys­
tems of State reglementation of prostitution under which 
prostitutes are licensed or registered and subjected to periodic 
compulsory medical examination. It further condemns the sys­
tem of maisons tol^rdes and declares all these measures to be 
morally indefensible, medically useless, and socially pernicious, 
leading to the corruption of youth and the traffic of women.

5. That morals police shall be abolished.
6. That in all questions of public morals the functions of the 

police and the functions of the health authorities shall be abso- 
lutely separate.

7. That stricter measures, national or international, shall be 
taken by every country for the repression of procuring to include 
measures against brothel keepers and souteneurs.

8. That the age of consent shall be eighteen years inclusive.
9. That the International Woman's Suffrage Alliance being 

deeply concerned with the health and welfare of the race, urges 
all the national governments to promote and give financial sup- 
port to such vigorous medical, social and educative measures 
against venereal maladies as are compatible with freedom and 
equal justice. That it is, however, strongly of the opinion that 
systems of compulsory notification, treatment and detention of 
persons suffering from venereal maladies tend to deter infected 
persons from seeking medical treatment in the early and more 
curable stages of these maladies, and also lead to impartial and 
inequitable administration, which not infrequently discriminates 
between rich and poor, and men and women, to the disadvan- 
tage of the women and of the poor. That the International 
Woman's Suffrage Alliance asks that the campaign against 
venereal maladies be dealt with by the diffusion of in- 
formation and by the provision of ample facilities for free, 
confidential treatment in general hospitals and clinics, without 
any deterrent compulsory conditions being imposed on the 
patients. That the International Women’s Suffrage Alliance 
points to the excellent results achieved in Great Britain arid 
Holland by voluntary methods, and urges the governments to 
adopt them.

10. That biological instruction based on knowledge of natural 
science and on the principle of the moral and social responsi- 
bility of every individual of either sex, should be available in all 
systems of public instruction in every country.

Questions for Study During the Period 1926-1929.
I. Employment of women police.
II. Social hygiene work for venereal disease.
III. Age of consent.
IV. Child marriages from the moral and health point of view.
V. Voluntary treatment, compulsory treatment, compulsory 

notification and declaration, and making known transmission of 
venereal disease an offence.

VI. The preparation of a programme of work against 
immorality and venereal disease, on the basis of a single moral 
standard and sex equality.

VII. Protective and preventive measures in regard to the 
insane, the feeble-minded and others who being unable to protect 
themselves constitute a danger to society.

To fight against alcoholism.
The study of unequal social conditions which induce and 

encourage prostitution.
VIII . Continuation of the work begun during the last triennial 

period.
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V. THE UNMARRIED MOTHER AND HER CHILD.

1. That as every child is entitled to normal, physical, 
intellectual, and moral development, it is the duty of the State to , 
ensure such possibilities for illegitimate children.

2. That as maternal protection and child protection are closely 
interwoven and the child suffers from its mother’s privations and 
hardships and depends on the care as well as the nursing afforded 
by her, all welfare measures must tend to keep mother and child 
together at least during the entire physiological period of mother- 
hood.

3. Maternity protection must be afforded to all mothers of the 
nation, not as poor relief or charity, but on the basis of general 
measures applied to all mothers alike. The system of State 
insurance having proved efficient in many countries ought to be 
developed and made universal. All State welfare must aim at the 
re-establishment of the economic independence of the mother, try 
to make her self-supporting, and enable her to contribute towards 
the maintenance of the child. In consequence, the fact of her 
motherhood should not deprive her of her work or employment.
> 4. As every State is interested in preventing waste of life and 
in diminishing the percentage of physically or mentally inferior 
beings, everything must be done to make mothers and children 
useful members ofthe community, by helping them to lead normal 
lives.

5. It is morally fair and practically effective to make every

That in 1925 Austria made a law enabling an Austrian 
woman to remain Austrian on marriage with a foreigner if 
she did not on ‘marriage acquire the nationality of her 
husband, while in 1923, Switzerland adopted an ordinance 
giving Swiss women a similar right.

That the French Senate and Chamber of Deputies have 
voted in favour of a Bill which gives to French women 
marrying foreigners, of to foreigners marrying Frenchmen, 
the right to retain their own nationality.

That the British Government has stated itself willing, 
subject to the agreement of the Dominion Governments, to 
introduce legislation to give a British woman the right to 
remain British on marriage with a foreigner ;
and that a Bill giving women certain nationality rights has 
been introduced into the Finnish Parliament.
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Action with the League of Nations.

League of Nations' Committee's Report.
The I.W.S.A. the following declaration on

Nationality Report and Draft International Convention of the

man share the moral 
illegitimate child. In

economic responsibility for his 
countries the ‘Recherche de la

Paternite” must be permitted ; legal proceedings must be facilitated 
and must ensure that men shall not escape their legal responsi- 
bilities—which shall be as follows :

(a) to pay maintenance for the mother before, during and 
after confinement, the latter long enough to enable her to nurse 
her child if she is willing to do so.

(b) to give maintenance and education for the child according 
to the father’s capacity to pay and the education he could afford 
for a legitimate child.
6. Moreover, legal reforms must facilitate the claim of the

League of Nations Committee of Experts for the Progressive 
Codification of International Law (Publication of the League of 
Nations V. Legal. 1926, v.1).
(1) The Alliance recognises with appreciation that the Committee 

of Experts has given serious consideration to the Draft Inter- 
national Convention of the Alliance on the Nationality of 
Married Women, and has (P.9) reported that the adoption as 
a basis for internal laws of the general principles embodied 
in the Draft Convention of the Alliance is very desirable, and

incorporated in own Draft
unimportant amendments an Article from 
vention in the following form :—
Art. 10. A woman who does not acquire

Convention with 
the Alliance Con-

through marriage

The Congress desires to 
Council of the League of 
Committee of Experts for 
national Law, and the 
Intellectual Co-operation;

submit resolutions 1, 2 and 3 to the 
Nations and to the following bodies . 
the Progressive Codification of Inter-
Legal Section of the Institute 
it recommends its Auxiliaries to

mand of their Governments that their official delegates to 
League of Nations, to the Committee of Experts, and to 
Institute of Intellectual Co-operation shall work to secure 
adoption of these resolutions of the Alliance.
5. Re-establishment of the Committee.

The Alliance resolves to re-establish the Committee on

of 
de- 
the

the
Nationality of Married Women with the object of giving effect to 
the Nationality Resolution adopted by the Congress.

LETTER TO THE LEAGUE OF NATIONS COMMITTEE OF 
EXPERTS FOR THE PROGRESSIVE CODIFICATION OF
INTERNATIONAL LAW, REPORTED TO PARIS

child to the father’s name and inheritance, 
formalities to legitimate, acknowledge, or adopt 
facilitated, provided that the mother’s natural 
safeguarded.

7. In order to provide suitable assistance in

and further, all 
children must be 
rights are duly

time of urgency
and need, every unmarried mother should have the right to claim 
the protection of the State, even before the birth of her child. A 
system of social aid for the care of the unmarried mother and her 
child should also be provided in all countries, under the direction 
of trained and salaried welfare workers. This system should work 
in co-operation with all suitable voluntary welfare institutions and 
State. organisations, and should be internationally linked with 
suitable schemes in other countries. (This would facilitate 
procedure against men who have gone abroad without fulfilling 
their duties to mother and child.)

(3)

8. the International Women Suffrage
Alliance should take up the question of the Unmarried Mother and 
her Child in all countries, with the object of increasing knowledge 
of the problem and of rousing all over the world a sympathetic 
solidarity among women, especially among happy and protected 
mothers, since all mothers should feel responsible for all children.

The following resolution was not adopted, but was referred back 
to the Committee for further study :

That in cases of doubtful paternity, any man who might 
be deemed to be the father, should be made liable to pay a 
share to the maintenance of the child.

(4)

(5)

VI. THE NATIONALITY OF MARRIED WOMEN.

1. New Legislation and other Progress, 1918-1926.
That this Congress of the International Woman Suffrage 

Alliance, while recording the fact that for long the countries of 
the Argentine, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, Ecuador and the Domini­
can Republic, have accorded to married women their own 
nationality, rejoices, in the recent progress towards the accept- 
ance in legislation of the principle that a woman should be given 
the same right as a man to retain or to change her nationality, 
noting with special satisfaction:

That in 1918 Russia gave to Russian women marrying 
foreigners and to foreign women marrying Russians the right 
to retain their own nationality, and also gave to married 
women the independent right to naturalisation.

That on 22nd September, 1922, the United States of America 
granted the same rights to married women.

That on 15th May, 1922, Belgium gave to Belgian women 
the right to retain by declaration Belgian nationality on 
marriage with a foreigner.

That on 13th February, 1924, R ou mania gave women the 
right on marriage with a foreigner to retain their Roumanian 
nationality either by declaration or by a provision in the 
contract of marriage.

That in 1924 Sweden granted to Swedish women with 
foreign husbands the right to remain Swedish so long as they

(6)

(7)

3.

did not settle in the country of their husbands.
That in 1924 Norway and in 1925 Denmark and 

Iceland granted to their women nationals with 
husbands the right to retain their own nationality 
as they resided in their own country.

in 1926 
foreign 

so long

Mdistitii

the nationality of her husband and who at the same time 
is regarded by the law of her country of origin as having 
lost her nationality through marriage, shall nevertheless 
be entitled to a passport from the State of which her 
husband is a national on the same footing as her husband.

It welcomes the declarations (P.9) of the Committee of

(a) that the most recent laws show a marked tendency to 
abandon the old principle that marriage ipso facto involves loss 
of nationality for the woman, and
(b) that conflicts of law resulting from the laws on the 
nationality of married women would

‘‘be solved if the uniform principle were established that 
a woman retains her nationality upon marriage (or in the 
case of the naturalisation of the husband) unless she 
explicitly declares that she desires to acquire the 
nationality of her husband. ”

The Alliance regrets that the Committee of Experts considers 
the proposals in the Draft Convention of the Alliance which 
embodies their principle as for the time being premature.
The Alliance, believing that the Committee of Experts is there 
referring to a settlement based on the above principle, 
welcomes their further declaration that the uniformity of 
settling all conflicts regarding the nationality of married 
women is only temporary.
The Alliance affirms its adherence to the following General 
Principle that
(a) Effect of Marriage.-—The nationality of a woman shall 

not be changed by reason only of :
I. Marriage, or

II. A change during marriage in the nationality of her
’ her husband.

Retention or Change.—The right 
her nationality or to change

of a woman to - retain 
it by naturalisation,

H

denationalisation or denaturalisation shall not be denied 
or abridged because she is a married woman.
Absence of Consent.—The nationality of a married woman 
shall not be changed without her consent except under 
conditions which would cause a change in the nationality 
of a man without his consent, .

and its demand that legislation in 
based on these principles.
The Alliance therefore urges that 
Committee of Experts should be so

all countries should be

the Convention of the 
amended as at least not

to include any restriction on the married woman inconsistent 
with these principles so that no obstacle shall be placed in 
the way of their ultimate adoption in the law of all nations. 
The Alliance urges that the Committee of Experts, under 
Article 3 of its terms of reference, should recommend to the 
Council of the League of Nations the summoning of an 
International Conference of Representatives of the Govern- 
merits of all nations and suggests that the Draft Convention 
of the Alliance might be taken as a basis of discussion at 
such a Conference.

Women on the League of Nations Committee of Experts for 
the Progressive Codification of International Law.

In view of the special importance to women of many of the 
proposals made and which may be made by the Committee of 
Experts for the Progressive Codification of International Law and 
its Sub-Committee on Nationality, the Alliance resolves to seek to 
secure that women jurists be appointed as full voting members 
of these bodies, and recommends its Auxiliaries to urge their 
Governments to take action in the matter.
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2. That this Congress expresses no opinion as to whether the 
cost of Family Allowances should ultimately be met by employers 
through Equalisation Funds or by an extension of the system of 
contributory Social Insurance, or by the State alone, as it 
recognises that the method chosen must be influenced by the 
economic and political conditions of each country. This Congress 
holds, however, that there are certain principles which should be 
followed in all systems adopted, viz..

(3)

(4)

CONGRESS.
Sir,—Having considered the interesting report of the Committee 

of Experts for the Progressive Codification of International Law, 
we beg to call your attention to the Articles dealing with the 
nationality and naturalisation of the married woman.

The distinguished signatory of the report, M. Rundstein, has 
noted the conflict which might arise
(1) From the fact that a woman might be stateless—that is to 

say without nationality, by reason of marriage, e.g., in the 
case where a woman loses her nationality by the law of her 
own country and does not acquire that of her husband's 
country according to the law of his country.

(2) From the fact that the woman might have two nationalities, 
first that of her country of origin which she preserves under 
the law of her country, either automatically or by declaration, 
and secondly that of her husband which she acquires by the 
law of his country.

Monsieur Rundstein, in emphasising his proposals, seems to 
have overlooked the new tendencies in modern legislation towards 
allowing a woman who marries a foreigner the right to retain 
her nationality.

He is not in any way an opponent of this new principle which 
is becoming more and more established, but he considers that it 
should not be dealt with till a later stage in the work of codifica- 
tion. M. Rundstein, however, formulates a proposal to obviate 
the creation of stateless women,, but without taking sufficiently 
into consideration the rights exercised in the Argentine; Chile, 
Uruguay, Brazil, the United States, Belgium, Roumania, Sweden, 
Norway, Denmark, Russia, Iceland, etc., in which countries a 
woman can retain her nationality on marriage with a foreigner.

We therefore ask you, Sir, not to interrupt the course of modern 
ideas on the nationality of married women, and request you to 
submit to your Committee our desire to allow a woman who 
marries a foreigner to retain her own nationality, even if by the 
law of her husband’s country she acquires his. We beg to support 
for the first part of Article 9 the following text :

“A married woman shall not lose her nationality except in 
the case in which losing her own nationality according to the 
law of her own country she is considered by the law of her 
husband's country to have acquired his.”

On the other hand we wish that the change during marriage in 
the nationality of the husband by naturalisation should not carry 
with it ipso facto the naturalisation of the wife. And that the 
word ‘ ■foreigner” in Paragraph Article 6, viz. :

“Naturalisation may not be conferred upon a foreigner 
without his having shown the will to be naturalised or at 
least without his being allowed to refuse naturalisation,” 

should be interpreted in a wide sense, that is to say should be 
applied to men and women both married and single.

It follows that the second paragraph of Article 9 ought to be 
modified as follows:

‘When a change in the husband’s nationality occurs during 
the marriage the wife shall not lose her nationality unless she 
expressly gives her consent, and is regarded by the law of the 
State, whose subject her husband has become, as having 
acquired the latter’s nationality."

We trust, Sir, you will give your best consideration to the 
fruits of long years of international feminist effort by which we 
have succeeded in many countries in the passage of new laws or 
the discussion of bills in favour of enabling a woman to retain 
her own nationality on the day of her marriage.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient servant,

CHRYSTAL MACMILLAN, 
Chairman of the Committee on the 

Nationality of Married Women.

VII. FAMILY ENDOWMENT OR ALLOWANCES.
1. That this Congress, recognising that the rearing of future 

generations is a matter which concerns the whole community 
and not merely individual parents, demands for mothers and 
children security of economic status and a share of their own in 
the, wealth of the world.

This Congress believes that such security can best be obtained 
if children are provided for directly through allowances.

This Congress therefore welcomes the principle of Family 
Allowances which has been accepted in the public. services of 
Australia and of, many European countries, and also exists to a 
greater or lesser extent in the industries of Belgium, Czecho- 
Slovakia, Germany, France and Poland.

(5)

(6)

That the allowance is not part of. the remuneration of 
the wage-earner, but a recognition of the value of the 
child to the community.
That the allowance should be paid to the mother.
That the allowance shall be payable for the dependent 
children of women earners equally with those of men 
wage-earners.
That the allowance, so far as the conditions of the system 
adopted makes possible, should be adequate for the main­
tenance of the child.
That family allowances shall be accompanied by equal 
pay for equal work as between men and women.
That all systems of Social Insurance should include 
allowances for the wives and children of sick and 
unemployed persons. That there should be a system of 
pensions for widows and orphans paid by the State.

3. That this Congress recommends all its Auxiliaries, whose 
scope permits of such work to study this question further and to 
promote the principle of direct provision for motherhood and 
childhood in their own countries.

4. That this Congress directs the Committee for the study of
Family Allowances to 
years, and in especial 
questions :

(a) Whether the 
allowances for

continue its work during the next three 
to take into consideration the following

family allowance system should include 
adult dependents such as aged parents or

invalids, and if so, on what conditions.
(b) The effect of the family allowance system on the birth- 

rate and the survival rate.

VIII. WOMEN POLICE.
The International Woman Suffrage Alliance calls for the estab- 

lishment of women police, believing it to be essential in the 
interests of the whole population that police forces should be 
composed of both men and women.

The International Woman Suffrage Alliance recommends that 
women’s organisations in their propaganda for the inclusion of 
women in the police should lay stress on the following points that:

(b)

(c)

(d)

(f)

(g)

That women police should have the full status and powers 
of their male colleagues. They should particularly be 
employed in all cases in which women, young persons and 
children are concerned, and in preventive work amongst 
young persons.
That as this Congress unanimously condemns the regulation 
of prostitution, the use of women police as “police des 
mlurs," when it is the official instrument of regulation 
should be absolutely opposed.
The Congress is equally opposed to the use of women police 
as "agents provocateurs.’*
The training of policewomen should be both in actual police 
work and in social welfare work. Special emphasis should 
be laid on thorough theoretical and practical instruction.
In order to ensure their proper status with the public and 
for their own protection, policewomen should have the 
right to wear uniform.
A central organisation under the direction of women is 
much to be desired.
Close co-operation with organisations concerned in social 
welfare work is desirable.

IX. WOMEN IN DIPLOMACY.
This Congress calls upon its National Auxiliaries to urge upon 

their Governments or other authorities that women be appointed 
to their diplomatic services (Embassies, Legations and Consulates).

CIVIL RIGHTS OF MARRIED WOMEN.
This Congress, convinced that modern marriage laws should be 

based ‘ ‘ —
(a)

(b)

(c)

on absolute equality of husband and wife, affirms :
That marital authority should be abolished in those 
countries where it still exists.
That the parents should have equal authority over their 
children. '
That the wife should not by reason of her marriage forego 
the right to dispose of her own property and revenues.

XL WOMEN IN PRISON ADMINISTRATION.
That this Congress of the International Woman Suffrage 

Alliance calls upon the organised women in all countries to insist 
that where equally competent women are available there shall be 
women governors and women deputy governors in all women’s 
prisons and women’s sections of prisons, women medical officers 
in all women’s prisons, and women inspectors of prisons.

XII. CO-OPERATION OF NATIONAL AUXILIARIES.
In view of the urgent importance of close and active co-operation 

of national auxiliaries in the international work of the Alliance, 
this Congress urges upon each national auxiliary to set up a 
committee, formed of those of its members especially interested 
in international work, to secure this co-operation.
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MOTHERCRAFT IN THE BRITISH 
COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS.

By Lady Aberdeen and Tematr.
O New Zealand goes the credit of having the 
lowest infant mortality rate in the British Empire. 

Last year’s rate was a triumph. The preliminary official 
figures showed that the death-rate of infants in that 
Dominion had fallen to just under 40 (39.96) per 1,000 
births. This, of course, is an admirable result and 
gives rise to envy in other parts of the British Empire 
less favourably situated in regard to climatic and some 
social conditions.

From New South Wales recently came a protest 
issued by the Royal Society for the Welfare of Mothers 
and Babies in New South Wales, where the infant 
mortality rate is in the neighbourhood, of 60 per 1,000 
births, that after all, New South Wales had not done 
so badly. "It is true," the report said, "that our 
infant mortality fate to-day is 60 and that of New 
Zealand 40, but it is also true that a little less than a 
quarter of a century ago our rate was 110 and hers 81, 
or in other words she had a start of about 30," the 
argument being that New South Wales had achieved 
a greater proportionate reduction than New Zealand 
had.

In the British Isles, conditions surrounding infant life 
are admittedly much more difficult than those of the 
Dominions. Overcrowding and the necessary evils 
associated with extreme density of population are among 
the most trying factors surrounding infant life, and 
these are factors more prevalent in the British Isles than 
elsewhere in the Empire. In spite of them the infant 
death-rate has been reduced by half during this century. 
Last year in England and Wales the official figures show 
that for every thousand births there were 75 deaths of 
infants under 12 months of age. So that in the British 
Isles, too, there has been a great saving of infant life.

Everywhere in trying to trace the most effective 
factors producing this saving of infant life we come to 
the conclusion that the most influential of all is that of 
educated motherhood.

In New Zealand there has been a widespread 
systematic education of mothers in the art of rearing 
children, chiefly through the agency of the Plunket 
Nurses. In New South Wales there is the Royal 
Society whose name we have already mentioned, and 
which is typical of similar societies working in the other 
States of the Commonwealth of Australia. In the 
British Isles, the Maternity and Child Welfare Act, 
1918, gave a tremendous impetus not only to maternity 
and child welfare measures in general, but to education 
in mothercraft in particular. The same thing may be 
said of Ireland. In South Africa, the South African 
National Council of Child Welfare is the great 
voluntary agency spreading the same gospel. In the 
various Provinces of Canada remarkably good 
educational work is being carried out under the 
Provincial Departments of Health, and in Newfound- 
land the Child Welfare Association there is doing 
equally good work under very difficult conditions. This 
same gospel of educated motherhood is also beginning 
to spread through the Indian Empire. Public opinion 
throughout the whole British Empire in short is now 
enlightened on the importance of mothercraft.

To the National Baby Week Council in Great Britain 
great tribute is due. The Council, inaugurated in 1917, 
has now reached its tenth anniversary, and its work of 
cultivating public opinion in favour of maternity and 
child welfare measures, is no longer confined to the 
British Isles, but is gradually spreading throughout the 
British Commonwealth of Nations.

SOUTH AFRICA.
PRESENT POSITION OF WOMAN SUFFRAGE

THE circumstances under which the Women’s
Enfranchisement question was dealt with in 1924 

and 1925 are known to you all, and are not very credit- 
able to the men concerned. Now a fresh chapter opens 
in 1926, the South African Party and the South African 
Labour Party both having the Enfranchisement of

Women on their party programme, the latter, however, 
only extending it to Europeans.

The South African Labour Party met at Port 
Elizabeth in January, and definitely gave instructions 
that a Bill should be brought forward, conferring the 
franchise on European women, if duly qualified. Lady 
Steel wrote asking- the officers of the W.E.L. (in the 
absence of Miss Johnstone Scott and Miss Jenner) to 
act for the whole Union, and in consequence Mrs. Lyon 
and myself interviewed Mr. Mullineux, M.L.A., who 
told us that he was bringing in the Bill early in 
February, but that as it was merely formal (all 
discussion taking place on the Second Reading) it was 
not necessary for sympathisers to be present in the 
galleries; nevertheless, Mrs. Lyon and several members 
of the Executive of the W.E.L. were present.

The Bill being duly brought forward, Mr. Morris 
Alexander (Hanover Street) moved as an amendment 
that the word “European” be deleted; this would mean 
the enfranchisement of coloured and native women in 
the Cape Province, under conditions securing that they 
can read and write, and possess certain property, or 
wage qualification; this, of course, has always been 
the wish of the Cape Province League, but they 
consented at the last W.E.A.U. Conference to accept 
the limitation to European women only.

By a large majority this amendment was lost, and the 
original resolution should have been put again; this 
Mr. Mullineux failed to do, and so the Bill fell out on 
the First Reading. This was an unfortunate oversight, 
but it settles our chance of being enfranchised this 
Session. Now, however, on the motion of Mr. Reyburn 
(acting for Mr. Mullineux), a Select Committee has been 
appointed, formed to consider and report on the best 
steps to remove the sex qualification in the Franchise 
laws of the several Provinces of the Union. This 
Committee will enquire into the matter, and call for 
papers. It is hoped the following will have the oppor- 
tunity of putting our case before them : Myself on behalf 
of the N.C.W. ; Lady de Villiers and Miss Jenner for 
the W.E.A.U. ; Mrs. Lyon and Mrs. V. d. Lingen for 
the W.E.L. ; Miss Solomon, Vice-President of the 
World’s W.C.T.U. ; Mrs. Eric Walker for University 
women; Mrs. Bennie for the Trained Nurses’ Associa- 
tion. Julia F. Solly.
Women’s Enfranchisement Association of the Union 

of South Africa. Occasional paper.

NOTES FROM NEW ZEALAND.
HERE is much regret that Miss Melville was not 
returned to Parliament at the by-election for 

Mount Eden. It may be some sort of consolation to 
know that her non-success was not essentially a matter 
of sex prejudice, but the result of a peculiar party 
embroglio in the district. Miss Melville quite justifi- 
ably took a course which turned the guns of her own 
party upon her without enlisting the support of the 
other side. It may be mentioned that women have a 
peculiar handicap here, the most trusted leaders being 
uniformly averse to the restriction of the party label, 
while, like other countries of our standing, New 
Zealand offers little hope to the male Independent and 
practically none to the female pioneer in Independence.

Parliamentary business is already in the air, all 
anticipating- an early and busy session. Two good 
women fights are in prospect ; a just pronouncement 
from our Government on the nationality of married 
women, and the allied questions of women police, 
jurors, and magistrates.

It is suggestive to read the explanatory note 
accompanying the recently taken census for 1926, in 
which certain questions were included as to the number 
of dependents under 16, and the incomes of individual 
members of each household. The reason for this 
departure is indicated in the statement.: “That the 
New Zealand Government is investigating the prac­
ticability of providing assistance for householders with 
families.' ’

Some light on the possibilities of family endowment 
at the Antipodes may be expected to follow this.

Christchurch, April 23. Jessie Mackay.

SECTION FRANCAISE. 
LE CONGRES DE PARIS.

DISGOURS D’OUVERTURE DE LA PRESIDENTS MRS. CORBETT ASHBY.
Chores amies et collogues,

L’ouverture de notre dixi^me Congr^s est un moment 
merveilleux et solennel : nous accuei lions ici les femmes 
de tous les continents, les plus proches comme les plus 
eloignes.

Nous avons #f separees de beaucoup d’entre nous 
pendant trois ans et nous nous retrouvons pour nous 
raconter nos victoires. Nous sommes eertaines d’avoir 
WK sympathie pour tout ce que nous avons tente— 
pour les progr^s que nous avons realises parfois lente- 
merit, parfois rapidement, mais toujours en rapportant 
une victoire.

Au debut de cette reunion solennelle, nous adressons 
une pens^e ^mue a nos amies absentes—et parmi elles 
nous pla^ons au tout 1° rang notre bien aim^e collogue 
Madame de Witt Schlumberger. Aucune parole ne 
peut exprimer parfaitement notre deuil et nos regrets 
d’avoir perdu cette femme parfaite qui posseda la bonte, 
la dignity, une charite large allide a de strictes prin- 
cipes, a une intelligence toujours en dveil, a une douceur 
sans defaillance. Elle aura toujours dans nos coeurs 
une grande place, ear elle rdunissait en elle toutes les 
qualities de I’epouse, de la mere d6vou£e et du 
“leader.” .

Pour honorer cette femme de bien, A qui nous gardens 
toute notre affection et toute notre admiration, je vous 
demande, Messieurs et Mesdames, de vous lever et 
d’observer quelques instants un silence respectueux.

Nous regrettons vivement 1’absence parmi nous de 
notre bien aimee Mme Chapman Catt, dont l’aetivitd 
infatigable pour la cause de la paix a s6rieusement 
affecte la sant^. Gravement atteinte cet hiver, par 
deux fois, elle a tente de quitter son lit pour entre- 
prendre un long voyage et une grand campagne en 
faveur de la paix. Mais h&as, une troisieme atteinte 
l’a empechee d’etre des notres aujourd'hui.

Fru Qvam, Mrs. Wicksell, Frau Marie Stritt, Fru 
Arenholt, Dr. Aletta Jacobs, soit pour cause de deuil, 
soit pour cause de maladie, ne sont pas parmi nous. 
Nous leur adressons nos affectueuses pens^es.

Paris nous observe amicalement, Paris se demande ce 
que signifie ce Grand Congrbs qui reunit tant de femmes 
venues de tous les coins du monde. C’est done avec 
une grande Emotion que je suis President en fonctions 
pour la premiere fois. Je me sens aidde dans cette 
tache par l’appui, consciencieux, loyal et d^voud des 
Pr^sidentes de quarante pays, r^unies autour de moi 
sur cette estrade, en symbole d’une unite mondiale. 
Et vous, Mesdames les Ddldgu^es, nous comptons sur 
vous pour donner la vie i cette unit^. En travaillant 
ensemble, nous consolidons cette unite et nous lui don- 
nons puissance et force.

Nos deliberations dans les Commissions nous ont 
empreintes du sentiment de solidarity et de jour en 
jour nous nous sentirons plus pres les unes des autres.

Ni la Prdsidente, rii le Comite ex^cutif ne peuvent 
donner la vie A ce Congres. Mais si le but de chacune 
et de toutes est le service genereux et enthousiaste mis 
au profit de nos idees—de ce Congres, se degagera une 
force de conviction, d’activity, de realisations qui fera 
notre Alliance plus grande, notre Ideal puissant et 
victorieux. En 1920 et 1923, nous avons discute si 
l'Alliance etait n^cessaire au mouvement fdministe. 
Regardez autour de vous, vous trouverez la rdponse. 
Nous n’avons jamais eu une assistance aussi grande, 
des delegations aussi nombreuses, un programme aussi 
soigneusement pr^pard.

Depuis notre derniere reunion a Rome, quatorze nou- 
velles associations de douze pays se sont jointes a nous.

Nous celebrons les victoires du suffrage & Terre 
Neuve, dans un certain nombre d’Etats des Indes, en 
Gr^ce, en Italie, en Espagne, et nous nous rdjouissons 

de I’tkonnante activity constatde en proche Orient et en 
Amdrique du Sud.

Femmes electrices, nos victoires sont si nombreuses, 
dans vingt-cinq pays, que le titre de notre Association 
“Alliance Internationale pour le.Suffrage des Femmes” 
est surann^ et ent rave notre activite. Il faudrait 
trouver une autre appelation qui d^finira quelle est la 
mission de la femme electrice et libre ; tout en prouvant 
aux femmes des pays oil le droit de vote n'est pas 
encore acquis que nous esp^rons, que nous travailions 
avec elles, comprenant d’autant mieux leurs difficultds 
qu’elles ont ^t^ les ndtres, que nous les avons vaincues 
dans un rude combat de cinquante annees. Nous 
voulons vous rassurer, nos luttes, nos efforts sont der- 
ri^re vous, vous soutiennent et Servent votre victoire 
certaine et prochaine.

J’accomplis maintenant, en qualitd de Presidente, le 
devoir le plus agreable, en remerciant. Monsieur le 
Ministre, pour l'accueil si bienveillant qu’il nous a 
address^ au nom du Gouvernement Fran^ais dont nous 
sommes les hdtes reconnaissants.

Nous remercions aussi 1’Union Fran^aise pour le 
Suffrage des Femmes, sa Pr^sidente, Madame 
Brunschwicg, de nous avoir si gendreusement invitees 
a venir a Paris tenir notre dixieme Congr^s.

Et nous les Deleguees qui venons de tous les coins 
du monde, nous, voulons vous dire combien nous 
appr^cions le courage, la tenacite avec laquelle, femmes 
Fran^aises, vous donnez votre temps, votre force, votre 
argent pour cette reunion internationale, et ceci au 
milieu de votre campagne absorbante en faveur du vote 
des femmes. Nous esp^rons en echange de l'aimable 
hospitality qui nous est offerte, vous apporter notre 
aide et accelerer votre victoire, puisque la France est 
le seul grand pays, exception faite de l’Am^rique du 
Sud et de 1’Extreme Orient, qui refuse aux femmes tout 
droit politique.

Toute notre gratitude va a Monsieur le Recteur et A 
Madame Lapie qui nous ont offert ce supefbe amphi- 
theatre et les beaux salons du Rectorat. Nous sommes 
fibres de nous rdunir dans cette Maison—Centre de la 
Vie Intellectuelle de la France—Ici, comme ailleurs, les 
plus grands esprits sont gdndreusement d’accord pour 
octroyer a la femme les memes facilites d’acqu^rir Ie 
meme savoir et les memes droits politiques. Aux noms 
de Condorcet, John Stuart Mill et de M. Charles 
Secretan, nous sommes heureuses d'ajouter celui de M. 
Paul Lapie.

Nous remercions chaleureusement les femmes dis- 
tingu^es de France qui, a la t^te de leurs groupes, nous 
ont offert leur collaboration genereuse, confirmant ainsi 
notre experience qu'a mesure notre mouvement 
s’accroit, les femmes eollaborent avec un int^t et une 
comprehension grandissantes.

Nous exprimons notre reconnaissance aux membres 
du corps diplomatique dont la presence nous encourage 
profond^ment.

Nous pouvons dire qu’aujourd’hui le mouvement 
feminist existe dans chaque pays dont la civilisation 
est basee sur la justice, la paix et la liberty. Notre but 
est FEgalitd, 1’Entente Internationale et la Paix.

Notre foi dans la cooperation internationale est en 
harmonic avec notre foi dans le mouvement feminin, 
car comme nous reconnaissons que la plenitude de la 
personnalit^ rend les plus importants services A la com- 
munaut^, nous croyons aussi que la plenitude de la 
culture nationale enrichit I’univers.

Nous avons appris a limiter notre liberty individuelle 
pour le bien sup^rieur de la communaut^ et nous devons 
apprendre maintenant le dur labeur d'harmoniser 
1’activity nationale avec la paix du monde et les besoins 
du monde.

..- -========================================================================-===============
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Nous sommes f^ministes parce que nous estimons que 

la race humaine est capable de faire encore des progres 
et que la liberty, l’instruction et la responsabilitd 
evoque tout ce qu’il y a de noble dans l'individu en 
dehors de toute question de sexe.

Nous travailions done pour nous liberer de ces super­
stitions anciennes, pour abolir ces moeurs et ces lois qui 
entravent le ddveloppemcnt de la femme. C’est une 
lourde tache journaliere, car ces prejuges sont pro- 
fonddment enracines dans noire vie quotidienne.

Nous agissons afin que la femme puisse non seule- 
merit beneficier dans les Ecoles, dans les Universites, 
d'une instruction aussi large, aussi ^tendue que les 
hommes, mais aussi pour qu’elle puisse acceder a toutes 
les professions liberales, industrielles et commerciales 
aveol’assurance d’obtenir "a travail egal, salaire egal. ” 
C’est sur ce dernier point que nous rencontrons le plus 
d’opposition car la situation economique de chaque pays 
a ^te profond^ment trouble par la guerre. Le 
chomage, les crises finanei^res pesent lourdement sur 
les travailleuses, les meres de famille. La theorie que 
l'homme doit proteger la femme n’est plus valable 
aujourd'hui. Messieurs, a vous seuls vous ne pouvez 
plus nous proUger ni des guerres, ni des crises econo- 
miques, ni de la mis^re. Un grand nombre de femmes 
tout en reconnaissant l'egalite devant la morale, devant 
les lois, pour les droits politiques, ne reconnaissent pas 
l'egalite du salaire A travail egal. Mais nous membres 
de l'Alliance et moi personnellement, nous devons 
d^fendre notre ideal d'egalite, car nous ne pourrons 
dtablir les differences de capacity et de rendement que 
lorsque les conditions seront egales. II est evident 
qu’en dehors de la Maternite, les differences n'existent 
que d'individu a individu, mais non de sexe A sexe.

Les Femmes et la Society des Nations.
Le mouvement fdministe a comme but de developper 

chez la femme le sentiment d’une responsabilite plus 
grande et une activity plus large aupr&s de la famille, 
de la ville et de la patrie. La Societe des Nations nous 
permet de completer notre travail et d'etendre au dela 
des frontieres notre oeuvre de paix et d'entente mon- 
diale. C’est aux genoux de la mere que l'enfant 
apprend 1 ‘amour de la patrie. C’est notre devoir de 
meres d’y ajouter la sympathie fraternelle qui franchit 
les frontieres.

Nous souhaitons la bienvenue a M. Luchaire, Direc- 
teur de I’lnstitut de Cooperation Intellectuelle et 
sommes heureuses de lui off ri r notre collaboration a 
1’ oeuvre qu’il a entreprise.

Nous saluons Mlle. Mundt, dOegMfe du Bureau In- 
ternational du Travail et nous l'assurons de notre co- 
operation zdide pour 6tablir la justice et I’harmonie dans 
les questions du travail.

Nous sommes fibres* de rappeler que 1’Alliance Inter- 
nationale pour le suffrage des Femmes, bien avant la 
naissance de la Society des Nations, a accorde dans ses 
reunions, un droit de vote egal 4 toutes les nations 
representees.

Dans les Pays ou les Femmes Ne Votent Pas.
La solidarity parmi les femmes est une question 

vitale. Toutes les femmes doivent s'unir pour de- 
mander le vote. Les femmes de tous les partis politi- 
ques, les femmes de toutes classes, les femmes de pro- 
fessions liberates dont 1’incapacity civile est un non- 
sens, les femmes de toutes religions doivent s'unir pour 
montrer qu’elles ont foi dans la mission de la femme et 
pour aider ainsi a sa liberation. Les femmes qui 
aiment Bur intdrieur doivent secouer few indifference 
qui leur permet dans leur abri stir d'ignorer la condition 
generale des enfants en dehors des leurs, d’ignorer les 
longues heures de travail et le faible salaire de leurs 
soeurs moins heureuses, d’ignorer les miserables logis 
qui abritent la tuberculose et tandis qu’elle d^tourne la 
t^te, les consequences de l'inegalite des sexes devant 
la morale, menacent l’avenir de la race humaine.

Les femmes dans les syndicats et les unions, les 
femmes qui s’int6ressent au mouvement cooperatif 
doivent faire cam pagne parmi les adherents de ces
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organisations qui n'appliquent pas toujours a leurs 
femmes et A leurs compagnes de travail leur ideal de 
democrat ie et d’egalite.

Dans les pays ou les Femmes Votent.
Gagner le droit de vote est une dure victoire ; mais il 

est encore plus difficile d’obtenir la rdelle ^galit^ de 
liberte et de responsabilite. 11 faut clone une bonne 
organisation et une grande vigilance pour surveiller 
toute nouvelle legislation, faire disparaitre toute in- 
egalite entre les sexes, pour eduquer Fopinion publique 
vers la necessite d’une reforme en ce qui concerne les 
lois sur lie mariage, l'hygiene, le traitement des enfants 
anormaux, l'egalite de l'enseignement des filles et des 
gardens. "

Des que la femme vote, les comites politiques avec 
un zele aussi remarquable que tardif, veulent 1’^duquer, 
mais il appartient aux organisations feministes politi- 
ques ou non politiques de l'initier a toutes les reformes 
sociales capables de preserver la face.

Nous ne voulons pas que les femmes electrices soient 
seulement des membres de leurs partis politiques. 
Pour que notre activity soit effective nous devons etre 
membre d'un parti politique, mais notre loyalisme est 
en premier acquis a l'Alliance Internationale et aux buts 
qu’elle poursuit.

Le don par excellence que nous recevons du Congr^s 
est l'enthousiasme et le courage et beaucoup d’entre 
nous travaillons deja individuellement (single-handed) 
contre lies prejuges et contre 1’apathie. Nous savons 
que notre foi est la vraie foi, mais quelquefois la flamme 
semble pr^te A s’^teindre.

Quelle inspiration que celle de retrouver ici les femmes 
dont les vies de tous les jours nous d^montrent par 
comparison l'insignifiance des objections et des craintes 
de nos voisins.

C’est ici que les femmes du Japon et de la Grande 
Bretagne saluent celles du Brdsil et du Pdrou. L'Aus- 
tralasie monde recent, a I’oecasion de comparer ses 
problemes avec celles de la Chine et de l'Egypte dont 
les civilisations ont salue Taube du monde.

Les amities de cette semaine ne se briseront jamais, 
parce que, dans un monde, brise par la souffrance et la 
crainte, nous repr^sentons la puissance la plus forte: 
l'amour maternel.

CONSEIL NATIONAL DES FEMMES 
ROUMAINES.

Nous avons la satisfaction de vous annoncer que 
notre Conseil National a eu I’honneur d'avoir deux de 
ses membres dues par cooptation, comme Conseiller 
Municipal et ces deux membres sont la Princesse Can- 
tacuzene et ‘Madame Zoe Ramniceanu; cela donne la 
mesure de l'activite de notre Conseil et de la facon dont 
il est apprecie.

Apres une lutte tees vive pour obtenir les droits 
integraux, nous avons obtenu la participation des 
femmes au Conseil Municipal par cooptation et les 52 
membres du Conseil Municipal Central de Bucarest ont 
elu sept dames comme conseillers municipaux parmi 
les personnalites qui travaillent dans les oeuvres 
sociales. I

Nous avons toutes deux comme membres du Conseil 
National, ^t^ elues a l'unanimite et avons eu la satisfac­
tion d’etre designees pour toutes les oeuvres sociales de 
Roumanie, appel^es a envoyer des listes avec le nom 
des candidates.

Le principe de 1’diection pour lequel nous avons 
lutti, n’a pas triomph^, mais nous avons accept la 
cooptation et par elle de travailler & la commune pour 
prouver combien la collaboration de la femme peut etre 
fructueuse et necessaire,

C’est un suce^s important pour le Conseil National 
Roumain et pour le mouvement feminist en general 
car nous sommes les premieres femmes de I’Orient 
Europeen qui avons force les portes et sommes entries 
un Conseil Municipal.

Pcesse. A. GR. CANTACUZENE.
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Xe CONGRES DE L’A.I.S.F. VOEUX ADOPTES,
(Pour eviter la perte de temps, le bureau central a redig6 ces voeux suivant la traduction employee pendant le Congres, mais 

to cette redaction n’est pas definitive. La redaction definitive paraitra dans le Rapport du Cong res.)

I. SUFFRAGE DES FEMMES.

1. Le Congres envoie ses felicitations aux femmes de Tra- 
vancore a l'occasion de l'election de leur premiere depute; aux 
femmes de Terre-Neuve qui ont obtenu 1’electorat et 1’eligibility 
comme a celles d'Assam, du Bengale, des Provinces 
Unies, de Cochin et de Mysore; aux femmes de Grece, 
d'Italie et d’Espagne qui ont obtenu le droiti de vote 
municipal; il espdre que dans ces trois pays, ce premier pas 
vers l’6gal itd entre citoyens sera prom piemen t suivi par la 
reconnaissance complete de tous leurs droits politiques.

2. Ce Congres, considerant que le droit de vote est 
indispensable pour obtenir des reformes necessaires et qu’il 
est d'une importance capitale en ce qui concerne le statut 
de lafemme, proteste contre l'inegalite avec laquelle ce 
droit a eti concede aux femmes en ' Grande-Bretagne, 
Hongrie, Irlande du Nord, etc. ; et demande aux gouver- 
nements des Etats precites de faire cesser cette injustice en 
accordant immediatement et sans conditions aux femmes les 
memes droits qu’aux hommes.

3. Le Congres tie l’Alliance Internationale pour le Suffrage des 
Femmes constatant les excellents resultats obtenus dans tous 
les pays par le vote des femmes:

demande respectueusement a tous les Parlements qui n’ont 
pas encore reconnu aux femmes l’egalite des droits politiques 
de bien vouloir 6tudier au plus tot la possibility d’adopter dans 
leur pays une mesure de justice et de progres.

II. LA PAIX ET LA SOCIETE DES NATIONS.
1. Les femmes de 42 pays, reunis a Paris pour le Xe Congres 

de l’Alliance internationale pour le Suffrage des Femmes, apres 
une semaine dn6tu<les consacrees aux problemes qui affecte d’une 
fagon si poignante la vie des peuples et la vie sociale de chaque 
nation, ont acquis la profonde conviction que ces problemes ne 
peuvent etre resolus sans la cooperation parfaite des deux sexes. 
Elles affirment que l’accession des femmes a la vie politique est 
indispensable pour assurer la paix universelie, basee sur ‘entente 
entre les peuples et la Social e des Nations.

2. Le Congres desire qu’une Commission permanent soil 
constitueepour examiner ‘utilisation des droits politiques des 
femmes en faveur de la paix par la Societe des Nations.

3. Considerant qu’une education pacifist est aujourd’hui 
universellement recon nue comme la plus sure garantie d’une 
paix universelie et durable,

Considerant qu’en particulier les livres de lecture courante, les 
recueils de morceaux choisis, les livres d’histoire ont une influ- 
ence primordial sur la jeunesse,

Le Congres salue avec joie l’institution de la sous-commis- 
sion de la Cooperation intellectuelle de la S.d.N., chargee 
specialement de controler les livres d’enseignement, et demande 
aux femmes de mettre en action, dans leurs pays respectifs, 
toute l’influence dont elles disposent comme meres de famille, 
comme dducatriees, comme electrices, pour ecarter du foyer et 
de l’^cole les livres susceptibles de develop,per chez l’enfant des 
sentiments de haine, et pour encourager la publication d’ouv- 
rages animes d’un esprit favorable h ‘organisation de la paix 
entre les peuples.

Ill EGALITE DES CONDITIONS DE TRAVAIL ENTRE 
HOMMES If FEMMES.

Considerant les n6cessit^s economiques et les raisons morales 
qui obligent les femmes A se procurer par le travail les moyens 
d’existence destines h assurer leur independance,

que ce travail constitue lui-meme un important element de 
production, . . . — . , - - - ,

Considdrant qu’aucune restriction ne doit etre apporte du 
fait du sexe de l’individu, mais que seule doit |tre envisage 
1’utilisation toujours meilleure des capacites physiques, morales 
et intellectuelles de hommes et des femmes,

L’A. I S. F. emet les voeux suivants :
1. Qu’une preparation professionnelle identique soit donnee 

aux jeunes gens et aux jeunes filles,
2. Que les femmes puissant acc6der comme les hommes aux 

fonctions administratives, judiciaires, professionnelles, etc., et 
que les conditions d’avancement soient independantes de 

toute consideration de sexe.
3. Que le salaire de la femme soit 6gal h celui de l’homme 

pour un travail 6g al, c’est i dire que les hommes et les 
femmes faisant un meme travail ou occupant les memes postes 
soient pay6s au meme taux, que ce travail soit remunere au 
temps ou aux pieces.

4. (a) Que le droit au travail soil reconnu pour toutes les 
femmes, que nulle ent rave n’empeche la femme marine de 
continuer ou d’entreprendre un travail remunere.

(b) Que la legislation du travail relative aux femmes en tant 
que meres soit con^ue de facon a ne pas les d^savantager.

(c) Qu’aucune reglementation du travail differentes cite celle 
des hommes ne soil imposee aux femmes, si les travailleuses 

interessces y sont opposees, et que la legislation future du travail 
tende a s’appliquer indistinctement aux hommes et aux femmes.

5. Considerant que les travailleurs des deux sexes sont egale- 
ment exposes aux maladies professionnelles, le Congres demande 
au Bureau international du Travail:

D’entreprendre l’6tude des maladies professionnelles afin d’en 
preserver les travailleurs sans distinction de sexe par . une 
reglementation qui eliminerait egalement les travailleurs, hommes 
et femmes, les plus predisposes b contracted ces maladies.

6. Le Congres demande instamment au B.I.T. d’exercer toute 
son influence pour engager les gouvernements membres de la 
Societe des Nations A assurer la participation des femmes aux 
conferences internationales comme deleguees nationales selon 
l’art. 3 du Pacte.

7. Le Congres demande instamment que la legislation con­
cernant les femmes enceintes et les meres soit basee non sur 
‘interdiction de continuer ou de choisir leur travail, mais sur 
i’6rabiissement de conditions 6conorniques et physiques telles, 
qu’elles puisseni mettre leurs enfants au monde dans les 
meilleures conditions.

8. Le Congres estime que tout systeme international de legis- 
lation dilT6rente pour les deux sexes risquerait, malgre des 
^vantages temporaires, d’interdire arbitrairement aux travail- 
leuses Tacc6s a certains emplois concernant de hauts salaires: 
en consequence il recommande a la vigilance de ses societes 
affiliees l’examen scrupuleux de toutes les propositions de regle- 
mentation afin qu’elles puisseni intervenir immediatement la cas 
echeant.

IV. L’UNITE DE LA MORALE EN CONTRE LA TRAITE 
DES FEMMES.

La Commission, a l’occasion du present Congres emet les 
voeux suivants:

(1) Que les lois, dispositions, regie meats, etc., visant l’ordre 
et la ’ Morality publics soient dtablis de mani^re A ne pas faire 
de di lie rences entre les deux sexes, ni dans leur texte ni dans 
leurapplication.

(2) Que les mesures prises en vue de prot^ger la sante pub- 
lique, en ce qui concerne les maladies vdnerienn.es, soient les 
memes pour les hommes et pour les femmes, dans leur texte et 
leur execution.

(3) Qu’aucune loi d ’exception he soit etablie contre les 
prostituees considerees comme telles.

(4) La A.I.S.F. condamne tout systeme de Reglementation 
de la Prostitution par l’Etat qui autorise ou enregistre les pros- 
titubes et les assujette A des examens medicaux periodiques 
et obligatoires. Elle condamne en outre le systeme des 
maisons tolerees et declare toutes ces mesures indefendables 
moralement, illusoires mddicalemeni, et pernicieuses sociale- 
ment en ce qu’elles provoquent la corruption de la jeunesse et 
la traite des femmes.

(5) Que la Police des Moeurs soit abolie. ..
(6) Qu’une separation complete soit etablie entre les attri- 

butions de la Police et celles des Autorites Sanitaires.
(7) Que la repression du Proxbndtisme, en comprenant dans 

ce mot les tenanciers de maisons et les souteneurs soit intensi- 
fide par des mesures nationales et internationales.

(8) Que l’age de Consentement soit eleve h dix-huit ans 
rdvolus.

(9) L’A.I.S.F. s’intdressant vivement a la sante et au bien- 
etre de la race demande A tous les Gouvernements d’aider et 
d’appuyer financierement toutes les mesures medicales, sociales 
et educatives contre les maladies y^hdriennes qui sont compati- 
bles avec la liberte et la justice egalitaire.

L’A.I.S.F. est entierement d’avis que des systemes de 
declaration et de traitement obligatoires et de detention. des per- 
sonnes atteintes de maladies v^ndriennes sont de nature a 
empecher les personnes makades de se faire soigner. medicale- 
ment pendant la p^riode premiere et la mieux gudrissable de 
leur maladie, et qu’ils provoquent des in^galit^s et des injus- 
tices. Souvent une discrimination est faite entre . riches et 
pauvres et hommes et femmes et toujours au detriment des 
femmes et des pauvres.

L’A.I.S.F. demande que la campagne contre les maladies 
vdn^riennes soit menee grace a la diffusion des renseignements 
sur les maladies v6n6riennes. et grace a des facilites de traite- 

1 ment gratuit et secret dans des hopitaux et dans des 
cliniques non specialises, et sans aucune detention obligatoire 
pour les malades.

L’A I.S.F. fait remarquer les excellents resultats deja obtenus 
en Grande Bretagne et en Holland par le traitement libre et 
demande a tous les Gouvernements de s’en inspirer.

(10) Que Vdtude de la biologie, basee sur la connaissance 
des sciences naturelies et sur les principes de la responsabilite 
morale et sociale de tous les individus, quel que soit leur sexe, 
soit introduite dans l’enseignement officiel et dans tous les pays.
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QUESTIONS A L'ETUDE POUR LA PERIODE 1926-1929-

(1) Emploi des Femmes dans la Police.
(2) Assistantes d ‘Hygiene sociale pour les maladies vener- 

iennes.
(3) Age de Consentement.

(4) Mariages d’enfants, au point de vue le la morale et de 
lhygiene—delits de proxdndtisme.

(5) Traitements libres (volontaires), traitements obliga- 
toires notifications et declaration obligatoires—delit de con- 
Lamination.

(6) Preparation d’un programme complet pour la lutte contre 
1 ’immorality et contre les maladies veneriennes, sur la base de 
runit6 de la morale et de l’egalite des sexes.

■ (7) Mesures de protection et de preservation sociale concer- 
nant les ali^n^s, faibles-d ‘esprit, et autres personnes ineapables 
de se proteger elles-memes et pouvant constituer un danger 
social. ............. .

Lutte contre l’Alcoolisme.
Etude des conditions d’jndgaiit£ sociale qui provoquent et 

entretiennent la prostitution.
■ (8) Continuation dies travaux commences en cours.

V. LA MERE NON MARIEE ET SON ENFANT.

(1) Tout enfant ayant droit normalement A un developpement 
physique, intellectuel et moral, il est du devoir de la Societe de 
l’assurer aux enfants illdgitimes.

(2) La protection de la mere et de l’enfant 6tant liees intime- 
ment, et l’enfant souffrant des privations et des souffrances de 
sa mere, toutes les mesures d’assistance sociale doivent tendre 
a ne pas Sparer la mere et l’enfant, tout au moins pendant la 
premiere periode de la vie.

(3) La protection de la maternite doit etre accordee a toutes 
les meres, non pas sous la forme d’aumfine • ou de 
charite, mais sur la base de mesures generales s’appliquant a 
toutes les meres sans distinction. Le systeme d‘assurance 
officielle ayant te reconnu efficace dans plusieurs pays, il doit etre 
developpe et rendu universe!. Toute 1’assistance officielle doit 
tendre si l’etablissement de l’inddpendence economique de la 
mere, lui permettant de subvenir a ses prop res besoins et de 
contribuer a l’entretien de son enfant. Par consequent, le seul 
motif de sa maternite ne doit pas la priver de son travail ni de 
son poste. -

(4) Comme chaque Etat est interesse a empScher la destruc- 
tion de la vie et a diminuer la proportion d’etres physique- 
ment et moralement inferieurs, tout doit el re tente pour faire 
des meres et des enfants des membres utiles de la commun- 
aute, en les aidant a mener une vie normale.

(5) Il est d’une morale juste et d’une pratique effective 
d’obligor tout homme h partager la responsabilite morale et 
dconorhique relative a son enfant ill6gitime. Dans tous les 
pays, la recherche de la paternite doit etre autorise; la pro- 
endure legale facilitee et des mesures prises pour que les 
hommes ne se derobent pas a leurs responsabilitbs legales qui 
doivent etre les suivantes:

(a) payer une pension a la mere avant, durant et apres 
l’accouchement, et assez longtemps apres, pour lui permettre, 
si elle le desire, de nourrir son enfant.

(b) payer une pension A l’enfant en rapport avec la situation 
du pere et l^ducation qu’il peut dormer a ses enfants legitimes.

(6) En outre, des reformes legislatives doivent faciliter le 
droit de l’enfant au nom de son pSire et h son heritage et de 
plus toutes les formalites pour legitimer, recoiinaftre ou adopter 
des enfants doivent etre facilities i condition que les droits de 
la mbre soient sauvegardds.

(7) Pour pouvoir etre protegee en cas de besoin d’urge nee, toute 
mere non-mariee devrait avoir le droit de reclamer la protec­
tion de l’Etat, m€me avant la naissance de l’enfant.

Un systeme d’aide sociale devrait etre organise dans tous les 
pays, sous le responsabilitd de travailleurs sociaux professionnels 
et salaries.

Ce systeme devrait fonctionner en cooperation avec les 
institutions privies et les institutions d’Etat deja existantes, 
et devrait cornporter des relations internationales (ceci pour 
faciliter la procedure contre les peres qui quittent leur pays sans 
accomplir leur devoirs envers les meres et les enfants.)

8. Les Societes affilides h ‘Alliance internationale pour le 
Suffrage des Femmes devraient s’occuper dans tous les pays 
de la question de la mere non-maride et de son enfant,. avec 
le but de faire connaitre ce probl6me et d’dveiller parmi les 
femmes du monde eritier, particuliferement parmi celles qui sont 
des meres heureuses et protegees, des sentiments de solidarity 
et de sympathie pour les meres abandonees, parce que toutes les 
meres doivent se sentir responsables de tous les enfants.

La resolution suivante non adoptee a 6t6 renvoyde A la Com­
mission pour etude:—

Dans les cas de paternite douteuse, lout homme qui peut etre 
consider comme dtant le p^re doit itre oblige de contribuer 
a l’entretien de l’enfant.

VI. NATIONALITE DE LA FEMME MARIEE.
Lois nouvelles de 1918 a 1926 et autres progr&s.

Le Congr^s de 1'Alliance internationale pour le Suffrage des 
Femmes, tout en apprenant avec satisfaction que les pays ^e 

l’Argentine, du Chili, du Brasil, de ‘Uruguay, de l’Equateur 
et de la Dominique ont reconnu depuis longtemps aux femmes 
mariees le droit de conserver leur nationality, est heureux de 
constater les progres recents tendant a faire accepter par la 
legislation le principe du meme droil pour la femme que pour 

l’homme de conserver ou de changer sa nationality. Il constate 
avec satisfaction:

Qu’en 1918 la Russie a confer 4 la femme russe epousant 
un Stranger et b la femme gtrang&re 6pousant un Russe,Sie 
droit de garder leur propre nationality et a reconnu aussi a 
la femme mariee un droit personnel a la naturalisation.

Qu’en Septembre 1922 les Etats-Unis d’Amdrique ont con- 
fere les memes droits 3 la femme marine.

Qu’en Mai 1922 la Belgique a donne a la femme belge se 
mariant a un Stranger le droit de garder par moyen d’une 
declaration la nationalite belge. l

Que le 13 F^vrier 1924, la Roumanie a donnd & la femme 
roumaine se mariant a un etranger le droit de garder sa 
nationality par une declaration prealable en Forme ou par 
une clause dans le contrat de mariage.

Qu’en 1924 la Suede & aceordd aux Su^doises marines i 
des etrangers le droit de rester Suedoises aussi longtemps 
qu’elles ne s’^abliront pas dans le pays de leur mari.

Qu’en 1924 la Norvdge, en 1925 le Danemark et en 1926 
l’Islande, ont donn^ aux femmes de ces pays marines a des 
Strangers le droit de garder leur propre nationalite aussi long- 
temps qu’elles resident dans leur pays d’origine.

Qu’en 1925 l’Autriche a vote une loi permettant A la femme 
autrichienne maribe I un Stranger de rester Autrichienne si 
etie n’a pas acquis par son mariage la nationality de son 
epoux.

Qu’en France, le S^nat et la Chambre des Deputes se sont 
declares favorables au projet de loi donnant A la Francaise qui 
a dpouse un et ranger, ou a rdtrangere marine A un Fran^ais 
le droit de conserver leur propre nationalite.

Que le Gouvernement britannique a exprime son consente- 
ment, subordonne a l’acceptation des gouvernements . des 
Dominions, a presenter une loi donnant a la femme britan- 
nique marine a un etranger le droit de garder sa propre 
nationality;

Et qu’h la Finlande un projet de loi a 6te presente au Parle- 
ment.

Rapport du Comite d'Experts de la Soci6t6 des Nations:

L ‘Alliance internationale pour le Suffrage des Femmes fait 
les declarations suivantes relativement au rapport sur la 
Nationality et sur l’avant-projet de Convention Internationale 
du Comite d’Experts pour la codification progressive du Droit 
International, etabli par la Soclte des Nations (Publication de 
la Soci^td dies Nations. V Questions juridiques 1926. V.I.)

(i) L’Allianee reconnatt avec satisfaction que le Comite 
d‘ Experts a pris serieuse consideration le projet provisoire 
de convention internationale concernant la nationality de la 
femme mariee, elabore par l’Alliance ; qu’il admet (p. 9) comme 
desirable l’adoption des principes gendraux cohtenus dans le 
projet de 1‘All rance et ceci comme base de convention inter- 
nationale; et qu’il a incorpore dans son propre projet de con- 
vention un article du projet de‘Alliance, avec quelques 
corrections insignificantes, sous la forme suivante:

Art. 10.: Une femme n’acqudrant pas, par le fait du mar- 
iage, la nationality de son mart et considdrde en meme temps 
par les lois de l’Etat de son origine comme ayant perdu sa 
nationality, par le fait du mariage, aura ndanmoins droit au 
passeport de l’Etat dont son mari est ressortissant, au meme 
titre que son mari.
(a) L’Allianee salue les declarations du Comite d’Experts: 

(a) que les lois r^centes montrent une tendance marquee & 
abandonner le vieux principe que le mariage implique pour la 
femme ipso facto la perte de sa. nationality et (b) que les con- 
flits juridiques resultant des lois sur la nationalite de la femme 
mariee seraient resolus:

‘‘si un principe uniforme fut reconnu, qui se prononcerait 
pour la conservation de la nationality de la femme en cas de 
mariage (respectivement, en cas de la naturalisation du mari), 
faute d’une election expresse de la nationalite du mari.”
(3) L’Allianee regrette que le Comite d’Experts consider 

comme prematures pour le moment les propositions continues 
dans le projet de Convention de l’Alliance qui repr<Ssentent ce 
principe.

(4) L’Alliance, persuadee que la Comite d’Experts se rapporte 
en ce point a une solution basee sur le principe sus-mentionne, 
salue leur declaration suivante que 1’impossibility de rdsoudre 
tous les conflits concernant la nationality de la femme marine 
n’est que temporal re.

(5) L’Alliance affirme son adherence au principe general de 
son projet de Convention que:

(a) Effet due mariage.
La nationality d’une femme no doit pas etre changee 

par le seul effet:
I. du mariage, ou

II. du changement au cours du mariage de la nation- 
alite du mari.

(b) Conservation ou changement de nationality.
Le droit d’une femme marine de conserver so nation- 

alite on de la changer par naturalisation, denationali­
sation ou denaturalisation ne doit pas lui etre refuse 
ou 6tre restrein t parce qu’elle est marine.

(c) Absence de consentement.
La nationality d’une femme ne doit pas lire changee 

sans son consentement sauf dans les conditions qui en- 
tratneraient le changement de nationality d’un homme 
sans son consentement.

et demande que les legislations de tous les pays soient bashes 
sur ces principes.

(6) L’Alliance sollicite en consequence que le projet de Con­
vention du Comite d’Experts soit au moms amende de fa^on 
a n’inclure aucune restriction de la femme mariee inconsistante 
avec ces principes en sorte qu’aucun obstacle ne soit place a 
leur adoption finale dans la legislation de toutes les nations.

(7) L’Allianee sollicite du Comite d’Experts que sous Part. 
3 de ses termes de r^fdrence il ■ recommande au Conseil de la 
Socidt6 des Nations de convoquer une Conference Internationale 
de representants des Gouvernements de toutes les Nations et pro- 
pose de prendre le projet de Convention de l’Alliance comme 
base des discussions de cette Conference.

3. Des femmes dans le Comite d‘ Experts de la Soci6t6 des 
Nations sur la codification progressive du droit international.

Etant donnee la grande importance pour la femme de 
beaucoup de propositions qui pourraient 6tre dmises par le 
Comity d’Experts pour la codification progressive du droit 
international et par son sous-Comitd sur la nationality l’Alliance 
doit tenter d’adjoindre le concours de femmes juristes a ces 
comites internationaux et elle recommande a ses Associations 
affiliees de solliciter de leurs Gouvernements de faire des 
demarches dans ce but.

4. L’Allianee decide de transmettre les resolutions ci-dessus 
(1, 2, 3) au Conseil de la Societe des Nations et A ses deux 
organismes suivants: Comite d’Experts pour la Codification 
progressive du Droit international et Section juridique de 
ITnstitut de Cooperation intellectuelle. Elle recommande A ses 
auxiliaires d’insister aupres de leurs Gouvernements pour que 
le Delegue gouvernemental a la Societe des Nations, au Comite 
des Experts ci-dessus denomme et a l’Institut de Cooperation 
intellectuelle obtiennent que les resolutions votdes par l’Alli- 
ance soient adoptees. *

5. Reconstitution de la Commission.
L’Allianee decide de reconstituer la Commission sur la 

Nationality de la femme marrite dans le but de faire appliquer 
la resolution sur la nationalite adoptee par le Congres.

LETTRE au COMITE ‘EXPERTS de la SOCIETE DES 
NATIONS pour la CODIFICATION PROGRESSIVE du

DROIT INTERNATIONAL. 
inclue dans le RAPPORT DE LA COMMISSION presente i 

PARIS.

Monsieur le President,
Ayant pris connaissance du tres interessant travail etabli par 

le Comite d’Experts pour la Codification progressive du droit 
international, nous nous permettons d’appeler votre attention 
sur les articles qui se rapportent a la nationality et a la naturalisa­
tion des femmes mariees.

Le distingue signataire du rapport, M. RUNDSTEIN, a note 
le conflit pouvant s’elever:

1° du fait qu’une femme peut etre heimatlos, c‘est-a-dire sans 
nationality, par le fait de son martage, (cas d’une femme perdant 
au regard de la loi nationale sa nationality et n’acqudrant point 
au regard des lois du pays de son mari, la nationality de 
celui-ci.)

2° Du fait que la femme peut avoir deux nationalites, d’abord 
celle de son pays d’origine qu’elle conserve par le simplejeu de 
so loi nationale ou par des declarations prdalables et celle de 
son mari qu’elle acquiert par application pure et simple de la 
legislation du pays de celui-ci.

. S’abritant derrifere le caract^ire temporaire de 1’oeuvre entre- 
prise, M. Rundstein semble avoir ecarte les tendances nouvelles 
des legislations modernes laissant a la femme qui epouse un 
etranger le droit de garder sa nationalite.

Ne se posant nullement en adversaire de ce principe nouveau, 
et qui s’affirme de plus en plus, mais le ponsiddrant comme une 
“6tape plus eloignee de l’oeuvre de codification,” M. Rundstein 
formule une proposition qui donne satisfaction a son souci de 
ne point creer d’etat de femmes heimatlos mais sans tenir assez 
compte des droits acquis dans certains pays tels que 1’Argentine, 
le Chili, ‘Uruguay, les Etats-Unis, la Belgique, la Roumanie, 
le Suede, la Norvege, le Danemark, la Russie, l’Islande, etc., 
ou la femme garde dans le mariage sa nationality.

En consequence nous vous demandons. Monsieur le President, 
de ne point interrompre le cours des idees modernes sur la 
nationality de la femme marine et de Men vouloir soumettre & 
votre comite, notre voeu de laisser a une femme qui epouse un 
dtfanger sa nationality, meme si la legislation du pays de son 
mari lui reconnait la nationalite de celui-ci.

Nous nous permettons h cet effet suggbrer pour le ler para- 
graphe de l’art. 9 le texte suivant:

‘Une femme mariee ne perd sa nationality que dans le 
cas 011, ne gardant pas cette nationality par la loi du pays 
auquel elle appartient, elle est consider, par la legislation 
de l’Etat auquel appartinent son mari, comme ayant acquis 
la nationality de celui-ci."

D’autre part, nous souhaitons que le changement de nationality 
du mari au cours du mariage par naturalisation n’entrafne pas 
ipso facto la naturalisation de la femme, et que le mot "etranger’ 
dans l’article 6 qui suit:

"La naturalisation ne doit jamais sitre conferee & un 
etranger sans qu’il en ait manifest la volonte, ou, du moins 
sans qu’il lui soit permis de la refuser"’,

s’interprete bien dans un sens large, c’est A dire s’entende des 
hommes et des femmes mariees ou non.

Il s’ensuit que le 2e paragraphe de l’article 9 devrait 6tre 
modifie ainsi qu’il suit:

Art 9—"Si un changement intervient au cours du mariage, 
dans la nationality du mari, la femme ne. perdra sa nationality 

que par son consentement expressdment donne; et si elle est 
consider, par la loi de l’Etat, dont son mari est devenu 
ressortissant, comme ayant acquis la nationality de celle-ci."

En vous remerciant, Monsieur le President, de la consideration 
que vous voudrez bien avoir pour l’effort feminist international 
accompli depuis de longues annees et qui a abouti dans maints 
pays a des votes ou des propositions de lois en faveur du main- 
tien & la femme de la nationality po$sdd6e par elle au jour de son 
mariage, nous, vous prions d’agreer. Monsieur le President, 

l’expression de notre distingu^e consideration.
CHRYSTAL MACMILLAN, 

Prdsidente de la Commission sur la
Nationality de la Femme Marine.

VII. ALLOCATIONS FAMILIALES.
1.—Le Co ngres reconnaissant que le bien-etre des genera­

tions futures est une question qui concerne la communaut6 en 
general et non pas seulement les parents, demande pour les meres 
et les enfants la securite d’un statut economique et leur part 
personnelle de la richesse collective.

Il croit qu’une telle seeurite peut etreobtenue de 
la facon la meilleure si des allocations familiales permettent 
l’entretien des enfants.

Ce Congres accueille done le principe des allocations familiales 
qui a deja ete adopt dans les services publiques de l’Australie 
et dans beaucoup de pays de l’Europe, et qui existe aussi plus 
ou moins dans les industries de la Belgique, de la Tcheco- 
Slovaquie, de l’Allemagne, de la France et de la Pologne.

2.—Le Congres n’exprime aucune opinion quant a la 
maniere dont les frais des allocations familiales seront couverts, 
que ce soit par les employeurs au moyen des caisses de com- 
pensation, ou par une extension du systeme d ’assurances sociales 
obligatoires, ou par l’Etat uniquement, car il reconnait que le 
choix d’une methode doit etre influence par les conditions 
economiques et politiques de chaque pays. Cependant, le 
Congres soutient que certains principes doivent etre observes 
dans tour les systemes adoptds, A savoir:

(1) Que 1’ Allocation ne constitue pas une partie de la re­
muneration du travailleur salarie mais une reconnaissance de la 
valeur d’un enfant pour le communaut^,.

(2) Que l’Allocation devrait etre payee a la mere.
(3) Que 1’Allocation sera payee pour des enfants economique- 

ment dependant de femmes salaries comme pour les enfants 
economiquement dependants d’hommes salaries.

(4) Que 1’Allocation, autant que le permettront les conditions 
du systeme adopte, soit adequate au cout de l’entretien de 
l’enfant.

(5) Que les Allocations familiales soient accompagnees d’un 
salaire egal pour un travail egal, pour les hommes comme pour 
les femmes.

(6) Que tous les systemes cl’Assurances sociales englobent des 
allocations aux femmes et aux enfants d’hommes malades ou 
chdmeurs. Qu’il devrait exister un systdme de Pensions aux 
veuves et aux orphelins payees par l’Etat.

3 .— Que ce Congres recommande a toutes les . associations 
affiliees, dont le but le permet, de poursuivre l’etude de cette 
question et d’encourager dans leur propre pays le principe de 
dispositions en faveurs des meres et des enfants.

4 .—-Que ce Congres charge la Commission pour l’Etude des 
Allocations familiales de continuer son travail durant les trois 
annees qui suivront et de s’attacher specialement aux questions 

suivantes :
(a) Le systeme des allocations familiales doit-il englober 

des allocations pour des adultes dependants, tels que des 
parents ages ou des invalides, et si oui, a quelles conditions?

(b) Quels resultats a le systeme des allocations familiales 
sur I’dldvatidn du taux des naissances et la diminution du 
taux de la mortality infantile?

VIII. FEMMES AGENTS DE POLICE.
Le 10° Congres de l’A.I.S.F. eonsicldrant qu’il est de l’interet 

du publicen general que la police soit faite par des femmes 
comme par des hommes emet le voeu que la nomination de 
femmes comme agents de police se generalise.

En appuyant cette demande, les groupements feminins devront 
faire etat des considerations suivantes :

(a) Les femmes agents de police auront le status, les 
traitements et les pouvoirs de leurs collegues masculins. 
Elles devront tout particuli^remehts etre employees dans 
tous les cas concernant les femmes, les jeunes gens et les 
enfants et exerceront une surveillance futelaire sur la jeunesse 
des deux sexes.

(b) Le Congres qui condamne i i’unanimite la reglemen- 
tation de la prostitution s’oppose A l’emploi des femmes dans 
la police des moeurs, lorsquecelle-ci est l’organe de la 
reglementation.

(c) Le Congres s’oppose eg tile ment a l’emploi des femmes 
comme agents provocateurs.

(d) La preparation des femmes comme agents de police 
comportera a la fois un apprentissage policier et une initial 
tion au travail social ainsi qu’un enseignement theorique et 
pratique.

(e) A fin d’etre facilement reconnaissables et aussi en vue 
de leur securite les femmes agents de police auront le droit 
de porter un uniforme.

(f) Une organisation centrale, sous la direction de femmes, 
-est a souhaiter.

(g) Il est 6galement desirable que les femmes agents de 
police collaborent dtroitement avec les oeuvres de service 
social.
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les lois ayant trait au mariage

affirme :et de la femme.
(a) que rautofitd

Presque toute la pressedans les professions liberales.
a tourn^ en ridicule cette bizarre association.

me nt

N This motion was L. DE ALBERTI (Resume).

In vain was the statement ofmen’s clothes, etc., etc. 1’Alliance, to utes les

mar 7797 aMeisat

marches 
nous dit 
dans le 
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vention

alcohol, sporting youths,” the 
the whisky bottle pocket in the

active 
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a long and eager debate, carried 
against 173. A motion of the

probl&mes politiques internationaux. Un autre meeting 
aura lieu en m£me temps sur les questions commerciales 
et la representation des femmes aux prochaines Elections 
municipales.

NOUVELLE-ZELANDE.
La protestation des Anglaises con tre la revocation 

des femmes fonctionnaires marids vient d’avoir son echo

prohibition “of the 
“champagne feasts,’

que beaucoup d'esclaves d'origine etrangere 
Hedjaz sont des Jeunes filles qui viennent 
en pelerinage ou qui ont ^4 voltes. La con- 
contre l'esclavage a ete presentee a la 6e

"=======*======

ALLEMACNE.

1924 font adouei et limit; et pourtant, il existe des 
d’esclaves en Asie et en Afrique. Le rapport

AVIS IMPORTANT.
Nous avons le plaisir d’informer tous les membres

German Nationalists : to fix a minimum punishment of 
three months’ imprisonment, was lost.

Once more the question of Local Option “was

interessees a assurer cette cooperation.

THE RECENT PROGRESS OF 
FEMINISM IN CHILE.

Chile the feminist cause makes distinct progress. 
Bill which has been passed by the Senate grants

XI. LA FEMME ET L’ADMINISTRATIONS DES PRISONS.
Le Congris prie instamment les organisations feminines de 

tous pays de demander que, dans toutes les maisons de deten- 
lion pour femmes, des femmes soient admises comme membres 
du Conseil d’administration, inspectrices el midecins, et que, 
Men entendu; ces femmes soient pleinement cdmpMente. , 
XII. COOPERATION DES SOCIETES AFFILIEES AVEC

maritale devrait etre abolie dans les

Goneiddrant ■ la necessity d’un cooperation intime et 
des auxiliaires nationales dans le travail internation—, 
1’Alliance, le Congres recommande chaleureusement A chaque auxiliaire de nominer un comite compose de personnes specialc-

(b) que les parents devraient avoir sur leurs enfants une 
autorit6 6gale. z ihk ■ o—

(c) que la femme ne devrait pas, a cause de son mariage, 
perdre le droit de disposer de ses biens personnels et de ses

LES FEMMES DANS LA POLICE.

Ce Congres, convaincu que les ito ayes —— — 7... o. 
moderne devraient sure basees sur une dgalite absolue du man

IX. LA FEMME DANS LA DIPLOMATIE. . .
L’Alliance Internationale pour le Suffrage I des Femmes prie 

chacune de ses branches nationales d’agir aupres des Pouvoirs 
publics de son pays, afin d’obtenir que la carriAre diplomatique 
(ambassades, legations, consulats) soit ouverte aux femmes.

X. DROITS DES FEMMES MARIEES.

the municipal franchise to certain classes of women 
over twenty-five years old, namely, unmarried women 
not subject to the patria potestas, and married women 
who hold their property separately from their husbands. 
Roxane, the best known woman journalist in Chile, 
comments wittily on this carefulness to keep political 
power from all women exposed to masculine influence.

A formal victory was obtained by the feminists in 
Article 23 of the Chilean law on labour contracts, 
passed on 8th September, 1924, which establishes that 
for equal work men and women shall receive equal 
wages. Article 18 of the same law enacts that when a 
judicial sentence declares a man to be alcoholic, up to 
50 per cent, of his wages may be paid to his wife. 
Roxane declares, however, that this legislation is as yet 
ineffective. In a recent town through the provinces of 
Chile, she found that in almost all workshops and 
factories women still receive starvation pay, sometimes 
no more than 80 centavos, or about 5d. a day. In 
factories their working-day is limited to eight hours, 
and there is payment for overtime, but women on piece- 
work are often employed in their homes for as much as 
fifteen hours a day for a trifling sum. Chilean working 
women stillI lack even the conception of solidarity and 
are therefore defenceless, agai -omni.... ’■

In the middle class, the increasing employment of 
women clerks by private firms and by public offices is 
noticeable. When they are in private employment they 
compete, as in other countries, with other women in an 
open market. But in this bureaucratic country there 
is a tendency to regard a post in a Ministry as a 
substitute for an unmerited pension, an alms given by 
the State. Very frequently women are awarded clerk- 
ships in a Ministry because their family is in reduced 
circumstances and has influence in high places. It is 
easy to find a half-educated young girl earning 1,000 
pesos a month, or about £300 a year, for doing next to 
nothing, side by side with an experienced and capable 
woman whose luck brings her only one-third of that 
sum.

An interesting experiment is the special courses for 
women students first opened two years ago in the 
Catholic University of Santiago under the auspices of 
the Liga de Madres. The devout Catholic population 
of this country has hitherto been apt to stand aside 
from the movement for educating girls to the same level 
as boys, represented in the State lice osand universities. 
Their girls have rarely pursued their education beyond 
the point to which convent schools have carried it. The 
courses in the Catholic University, now entering on 
their third academic year, are therefore J a real 
innovation. They are in religion, philosophy, 
psychology, law, composition, literature, languages, 

history, .biology, anthropology, the history of art, 
book-keeping, shorthand and typewriting—a compre­
hensive range of subjects. The professors are the best 
in the university, and the students are girls of all classes. 
Probably it would have been better in the interests of 
education, as well as simpler, not to have segregated 
women students from men. Yet these courses, which 
will enlighten the Catholic women of Chile and increase 
the influence, are a true gain.

GERMANY.
Two Important Decisions in the Reichstag.

The motion of the Socialist Party concerning 
abortion which was, as already reported in this paper, 
brought in about three years ago, and renewed during 
the present Reichstag, has, after a lengthy discussion 
in the committee, come, at last, before the house, May 
7th, and passed its second and third reading. The 
motion which, originally, had provided for immunity 
for the pregnant woman herself, had undergone an 
essential amendment in the committee. Its majority 
laid a motion before the Reichstag which, though it 
contained considerable facilities, even the possibility of 
immunity, for the woman, still kept up, in principle, her 
culpability. The very vigorous punishment, however, 
which the present penal code provides for, severe 
imprisonment up to five years, has been altered into 
simple imprisonment, without any determined time. 

discussed in the Reichstag, once more it raised a hard 
two days’ fight. May 8th and 10th, between social 
reformers and alcohol interests, and once more it 
brought final victory to the latter. Amongst the argu­
ments brought forward by the German National 
speaker for the majority of the committee, as well as 
by the opponents in the House, the spectre of total 
prohibition, and the well-known fables of its total failure 
in the United States, played, as usual, their fatal part, 
still emphasised this time by personal experiences” and 
so-called statistics on almost “two millions of secret 
distilleries,” and at least 56 millions of offences against 

the Socialist speaker for the minority of the committee 
on the enormous increase in the percentage of 
alcohol consumption, in vain the splendid resuit 
of the trial voting for local option,arranged by 
the anti-alcoholic societies in all parts of the 
Reich, in vain the hundred thousands of signa- 
tures on their last petition, in vain all the good 
arguments and corrections of errors and falsehoods 
brought forward. When the vote was taken .May 
nth, first a motion of the Communists, claiming a 
government’s bill for public-houses, including local 
option, was lost by a great majority. Then the 
Socialists’ motion to about the same purpose was voted 
down by a majority of 271 against 163, while the other 
propositions of the committee concerning a public-house 
bill were carried. The Socialists and Communists only 
voted as a party for, the Bavarians, the German people’s 
party and the ultra-Nationalists against, individually 
small minorities of the other parties, and, of course, 
the ruomen members of,all parties declared themselves 
in favour of local option.

Women Town Councillors.
As a supplement to the statistics on women in the 

administrations of cities with over 25,000 inhabitants, 
published some time ago by the National Council of 
Women’s Bureau on Professions "(see March issue of 
“Jus”), another inquiry concerning the smaller places 
gives the number of 403 women as members of town 
councils in October, 1925. Added to the 745 in the 
larger cities, the total number of women councillors 
and magistrates in Germany, is, at present, 1,148 all in 
all—which means a considerable decrease (more, than 
20 per cent.) compared with the results of former 
communal elections. Marie STRITT.

NOUVELLES INTERNATIONALES.
L’esclavage et la Societe des Nations.

Le rapport de la Commission temporaire contre 
l’esclavage mon.tre que la traite s'exerce encore sur une 
large echelle dans une grande partie du monde. La 
legalite de l’esclavage n’est reconnue dans aucun etat 
chritien, except l'Abyssinie, oil meme des edits de

Assemble par Lord Cecil, au nom de la Grande- 
Bretagne. Malheureusement, la clause emisc par la 
commission temporaire, que le transport des esclaves 
serait tenu pour un acte de piraterie, a ete supprimee ; 
de meme, l'article II affaiblit consid^rablement l'effet 
des autres ; il permet a un etat d'excepter un territoire 
quelconque, place sous sa juridiction, des clauses de la 
Convention. C’est une excuse tout offerte i la contre- 
bande. De m&me, les clauses sur le travail forc'd sont 
tres criticables, mais l’Office international du travail doit 
reconsiddrer cette question. Enfin, il reste une lacune 
f^cheuse dans la convention: elle ne contient aucune 
clause donnant aux esclaves refugids Ie droit d’asile ; 
peut-etre ce droit est-.il admis, mais il serait plus prudent 
de le specifier.

Le Bureau d’hygiene sociale (E.U.) a publie une 
etude sur le mouvement mondial en faveur de la nomina­
tion des femmes dans la police. Le premier chapitre 
traite du mouvement en Grande-Bretagne : ‘ ‘ Le seul 
pays oil un comite gouvern emen tal a fait une enqu^te 
speciale sur la question.” Pourtant, les socidtes 
femin istes en G.B. sont tres peu satisfaites de la par- 
cimonie avec laquelle on emploie les femmes dans la 
police; le ministre de 1’intdrieUr desire etendre leur 
nombre, mais il ne peut rien sur les autorites locales. 
Le ch. IV. donne une idee generale de la position des 
19 contrdes europeennes. L’Allemagne fut la premiere 
a avoir une fonctionnaire appel^e “agent de police,” a 
Stuttgard en 1903, et 60 villes environ en possedent. 
La Belgique fait l’essai d’une "agente" a Anvers; la 
France n’est pas encore con vertie au mouvement. En 
Tchdcosiovaquie, le nombre des agentes est de 133. En 
Pologne, 30 femmes ont ete fornixes l’an dernier a 
1.’ Ecole nationale de police. Des femmes sont 
employees dans la police du Dan cm ark, Finlande, Hol- 
lande, Norvege, Suede, Suisse, mais en petit nombre. 
Aux Etats-Unis, la premiere agente fut Mrs. Stebbins 
Wells en 1910. Mrs. Wells qui a ses grades de 
th ^ologie et qui s’occupe d’oeuvres sociales a Los 
Angeles, s’est convaincue que les efforts des agents 
priv^s pour la protection des femmes et des enfants 
seraient plus efficaces s’ils etaient investis d’un pouvoir 
officiel. Elle envoya done une petition au maire, signee 
de 100 citoyens notoi res, demandant sa nomination 
comme officier de police. Elle l’ob tint. Ses fonctions 
comprenaient : la surveillance et l’application des lois 
concernant Ies bals publics et endroits similaires, la 
suppression des affiches inconvenantes, la recherche des 
personnes disparues, le maintien d’un bureau general 
d ‘information pour les femmes. Depuis, le mouvement 
s’est dtendu et la police comprent plus de 400 femmes.

L. DE ALBERTI (Resume).

L'Association des Citoyennes a concentre attention 
depuis 2 ans sur 1’education politique de ses membres et 
des femmes en general. Elle a donne des conferences, 
des cours par des sp^cialistes en matures politiques. 
Citons parmi les sujets trait^s au groupe du Hanovre : 
la question du Tyrol meridional, la Constitution ger- 
manique, la Societe des Nations, I’Etat et l'Eglise, etc. 
Au prochain meeting de Cologne, en septembre, un pro- 
gramme plus large encore comprendra les grands

AUTR1CHE.
En d^cembre, Frau O. Rudel-Zeynett avail prisente 

un projet de loi pour la reglementation de l’institution 
des nourrices. Ce projet a ete accept par le Parlement 
le 26 mars. Desormais, les nourrices devront Stre 
inscrites et les parents du nourrison devront, sous peine 
d’amende ou de prison, obtenir a leurs frais un certificat 
sign6 par les medecins officiels qui auront examind la 
nourrice. Un autre projet de loi, presente par un 
depute socialiste, etend aux villes de moins de 5,000 
habitants, la loi de protection aux domestiques. J

Une “’association pour les droits des hommes” vient 
de se fonder i Vienne. Son premier haut-fait a ete de 
demander au Parlement l’interdiction de la recherche 
de la paternite, la suppression de la pension alimentaire 
aux femmes divorcees et aux mires non marines; elle 
se propose de lutter contre la concurrence des femmes’

AUSTRALIE.
Nationality des femmes marines.—Une resolution a 

passe au Parlement federal : "que clans 1’opinion de la 
Chambre, une femme britannique ne doit pas perdre ou 
risquer de perdre sa nationality par le simple fait qu'elle 
epouse un etranger, mais qu’elle doit pouvoir opter pour 
une national ite etrangbre. ” Cette motion est clue a 
Mr. D. Hughes. La Grande-Bretagne, le Canada et 
l’Australie ont maintenant approuve ce principe, mais 
la loi ne pourra entrer en vigueur que quand tous les . 
Dominions l'auront adoptee. A ce moment, le Premier 
Ministre espere qu’elle servira d'exemple aux autres 
pays et qu'une mesure gene rale pourra etre prise a la 
Soci^td des Nations. 

personnes qui s’interessent au travail fcm in iste et 
suffragiste sur la base internationale, que, pour re- 
pondre a des demandes qui nous ont ete addressees, 
le Bureau Central de 1’Alliance (Headquarters) sera 
install provisoirement et Geneve pendant le mois de 
septembre prochain, qui sera le mois oil siegera la 
Vile Assemble pleniere de la Societe des Nations. 
Nous offrons ainsi aux nombreuses feministes et 
suffragistes de passage a Geneve a ce moment-la, une 
occasion de se rencontrer et d’apprendre A mieux con- 
naitre I’Alliance, qui sera vivement appreciee.

Ce Bureau sera install^ dans le voisinage (10 minutes 
environ) de la Salle de l’Assemblee des le samedi 4 
septembre Si l’adresse suivante : 22 rue Etienne-Dumont, 
ter etagef et sera ouvert regulierement de 10 h. du 
matin a 12 h. 30 et de 14 h. a 17h. 30. Mrs. Bompas, 
secretaire du Bureau Central s’y tiendra regulierement 
durant ces heures-la; Mlle Gourd, secretaire du 
Comite, y viendra aussi tres fr^quemment, ainsi que 
plusieurs autres membres du Comite, pour recevoir tous 
les visiteurs qui s’interessent a 1’Alliance. Les membres 
de 1’Alliance pourront aussi trouver la dans la mesure 
du possible, des cartes d’entr^e pour les Assemblies de 
la S.d.N. Enfin, bien entendu, on pourra y prendre 
du the dans une atmosphere cordiale et sympathique.
(Telephone: Stand 27-81)

Nous prions les lecteurs de JUS SUFFRAGII de 
bien vouloir des maintenant prendre note de cette in- 
formation et de la faire eonnaitre autour d’elles a 
toutes les suffragistes qu’elle peut int^resser. Pri^re 
de bien noter que ce n’est que le 4 septembre que ce 
Bureau sera ouvert.
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The Lord Chief Justice of England, Lord Hewart, 
speaking in fuly lasli, said :—

“. . . But there are still newspapers which have a 
purpose different from all others, a public-spirited and 
high-minded purpose, and it is in that category that 
Time and Tide appears. If that purpose had to be
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