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put all its strength into creating public opinion that 
would result in legislation, and the desire to observe that 
legislation by producer and consumer alike. The 
Committee felt that to provide welfare workers and 
social work for industrial girls was no doubt desirable, 
but it would touch only the fringes of the problem. 
Naturally, Miss Harrison’s expert knowledge would be 
at the disposal of anyone asking for information or 
suggestion, but otherwise she was asked to devote 
herself to close study of conditions and to propaganda 
work. Among those who will be helping Miss Harrison 
will be Miss Zu ng, the only Chinese woman at the 
International Congress of Working Women last year. 
To help to establish Christian standards in industry is 
one of the contributions which Christians in China hope 
to make to the building up of a Christian commonwealth.

COMMUNITY WORK IN GEELONG.
A N interesting report comes | from the Geelong

Association (Victoria, Australia) of an experiment 
in community work. The policy of such work is de- 
finitely to train people for leadership, and in this 
particular instance a most successful leaders’ training 
course was held, emphasizing the different aspects of 
work with girls. The girls’ work of the Australasian 
Y.W.C.A. goes by the name of the girl citizen Movement, 
and the various pledges which Girl Citizens make, the 
honours for which they work, the recreation in which 
they share, and the Bible study they undertake, all 
stress the privilege of Christians in sharing in the life 
of the community in which they live. Similarly, in 
industrial work the Australian Y.W.C.A. is stressing the 
idea of service. Writing of the factory girls in Geelong, 
the report says :

" In seeking to promote friendliness and in realizing 
that one of the functions of industry is to promote the 
welfare of all people engaged in its conduct, and that 
knowledge, health, happiness and comfortable conditions 
are factors necessary for that welfare, we are seeking 
tocarry out a policy among the girls employed in the 
industries of Geelong, by creating the desire in the girls 
to unite for their own welfare and that of the community 
generally. In order to do this we have established 
Welfare Committees among the girls themselves, the 
community worker simply acting as adviser without a 
vote. With that end in view, we interviewed the 
managers of these works, namely, four woollen mills 
and one rope works, gaining their ready permission to

Miss Mary Dingman, Industrial Secretary to the Executive Committee 
of the World’s Y.W.C.A. Miss Dingman will be at the head of the 
International Summer School for Social and Industrial Study to be held 
in London this year. The photograph was taken in France where 

the Y.W.C.A. was able to open foyers for industrial women.

start any scheme which might be for the benefit of their 
employees; The girls themselves were then approached. 
It took more than two or three visits in some cases to 
create in them the desire to stand for each other’s 
welfare.: Then, at the general meeting of the girls in 
each place, a Welfare Committee was elected ; in some 
cases the excitement ran high on election day.

" The next step was to approach the managers with 
a view to getting these committees officially recognized, 
and when this had been done, that recognition was 
granted most willingly.

" A constitution is being adopted by the committees, 
and the girls are setting to work to carry out their aim. 
i " Following on the official recognition in one mill, 
recommendations have already been sent to the manage­
ment for lunch-room and dressing-room accommodation, 
and equipment and space for one tennis and two basket­
ball courts, and in another for better ventilation.
, "So far we have sought to help the girls carry out 
their objective by establishing Thrift Clubs and ‘ Popular 
Half-Hours.’ Thrift has taken on wonderfully .well, and 
the introduction of competition between the mills is 

.stimulating enthusiasm.
" There have been several ' Popular Half-Hours,’ the 

time being given to fun, singing and talk. The pro­
gramme of these will be varied, taking the form of 
entertainments or educational talks, and in the winter 
time to basket-ball and other outdoor games, or physical 
culture classes will be held. The girls were very excited 
at the introduction of these ‘ Popular Half-Hours,' 
talking much among themselves. The words of one girl 
to a friend were : ' Already the friendliness between the 
girls is improving.’

" Next year the community work policy will be 
carried out in competitions between the centres in 
physical culture, singing, sewing, etc., basket-ball 
matches, sports days and outings.

" In order to bring about the things which have 
already been achieved, numerous committee meetings 
have been held in lunch-hours in the mills, and the 
girls are fast becoming adepts in the art of conducting 
business meetings.

" We feel glad that community work is now established 
in all industrial centres in Geelong.

" All the community work will be controlled under the 
Board of Directors by a Community Committee. The 
Community Committee will be made up of two repre­
sentatives from each group. The policy of that 
Community Committee will be to receive reports from 
places where work is being done, by so doing establishing 
standards and arousing competition. It will also plan 
and will arrange for widening the field of activities, and 
will arrange and hold training courses and any other 
meetings that will be of help to the girl community 
generally. There will be more to report of this Com­
mittee in the near future.”

CONDITIONS FOR WORKING 
WOMEN IN THE ARGENTINE.

DOUGHLY to years ago a girl student at the 
— University of Buenos Aires undertook to prepare 

for her degree a thesis on Women in Industry in South 
America. Carolina Muzilli died soon after the com­
pletion of her report, a victim of tuberculosis contracted 
during the two years in which she herself worked in one 
industry after another to acquire first-hand knowledge. 
She found no accurate statistics and no authentic reports 
on which industrial legislation might be based. Her book, 
translated from the Spanish by Miss Cunradi, of the 
Foreign-Born Division of the American Y.W.C.A., is 
still the most comprehensive survey of a complicated 
and still-growing problem. Women’s organizations have 
made various attempts to create public opinion which 
shall bring about protective legislation and put an end 
to some forms of "convent" work and to sweated home 
industries, but there is need for more, effective propaganda 
based on fresh study. The problem has an international 
aspect when one realizes that in the lingerie and 
embroidery trade? underpaid Argentine women under­
cut the women employed in those industries in other 
countries.
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It was a happy thought of the League of Women 
Voters of U.S.A, to combine with their own Annual 
Convention a Pan-American Conference. This Con­
ference will meet in Baltimore from April 20 to 
April 23. At both Convention and Conference will 
be discussed child welfare, efficiency in government, 
women in industry, social hygiene, civil and political 
states of women, food supply and demand, education 
and legislation. All the Central and South American 
States have been invited to Send representatives. 
We hope to give special notice to the Pan-American 
Conference in the April number of Jus SUFFRAGII, 
and to publish photographs of some of the notable 
women who will attend it.

Mrs. Trounson, Headquarters Secretary of the 
Alliance, is going to Baltimore to attend the 
Conference. On her way out she will visit the 
Suffrage Associations in Newfoundland and Quebec— 
and flying , as that visit must be, we know that it 
will prove a means of bringing the Alliance into 
closer and more helpful contact'with our fellow­
workers there.

The situation in Quebec is certainly not bright. 
M. Taschereau, the Premier, has bluntly refused to 
consider Woman Suffrage ; and now we learn that
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Archbishop Roy has made an official pronouncement 
against it. He says it would be " an attack on the 
fundamental traditions of our race and our faith," 
and describes woman suffrage as" a path strewn 
with snares, at the end of which are false charms 
and forbidden fruit.”

We believe that Catholic women everywhere 
will prefer to trust the judgment of the Pope. 
It is well-known that the late Pope was in favour 
of woman suffrage ; and we are delighted to know 
that the newly-elected Pope, Pius XI., has sent 
his blessing to the Catholic Women’s Suffrage 
Society ofGreat Britain. The Founder of the 
faith of all Christians made no distinction between 
men and women: their equality is peculiarly 
emphasized in all His sayings in the Gospels.

Indian women have scored another victory. 
The Legislative Assembly of Delhi (the Central 
Government) has passed a resolution giving those 
women who are provincially enfranchised the right 
to vote in the Legislative Assembly elections.

The new Franchise Bill in Hungary would deprive 
many women of the vote. We hope it may be 
defeated.

"
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’The Social Hygiene Bulletin of January, 1922, reports that the 
Oregon Sterilization Law has been held invalid by Judges Kelly 
and Bingham of the Third Judicial District.

Pius XI, in answer to a telegram sent by them con­
veying their homage : “ President, Catholic
Women’s Suffrage Society, London. Holy Father 
thanks homage; sends you His blessing.—-Cardinal 
Gasparri."

January 30, 1922.

"

Quebec.
Women Vote for the First Time in Quebec 

Municipal Elections.

SOUTH AFRICA.
A Woman Suffrage Deputation.

THE NEW POPE BLESSES THE 
CATHOLIC WOMAN SUFFRAGE

SOCIETY.
HE following telegram, dated Rome, Feb. 18, 
| lias been received by the Catholic Women’s 
Suffrage Society from His Holiness Pope

AUSTRALIA.
Australia and Treatment of
Venereal Disease:

Clause retained in the Health Act.

AST month we gave the full details of the 
debate in the Legislative Assembly of 
Western Australia on the deletion of those 

clauses of the Health Act which empower the Com­
missioner of Public Health to take action against 
persons supposed to be suffering from venereal 
disease, on the strength of secret statements. The 
accused has no right of redress, even if the infor­
mation laid proves to be false. We understand 
from a correspondent that the decision of the Legis­
lative Assembly to delete the clause fromthe 
Health Bill has been reversed by the Upper House 
by a majority of two.

We regret profoundly this defeat. The practical 
effect of. this clause is that men can denounce any 
woman as the source of infection—and these women 
can be arrested and subjected to compulsory medical 
examination. In short, it means the old C. D. acts 
in another form—and in a form much more difficult 
to fight. For such clauses in theory make no dis­
crimination between the sexes. But in practice 
they are applied with far more stringency to women 
than to men—and in the case of Western Australia, 
we received last year the information that this 
clause had practically been applied to women only.

Our correspondent writes : “ The whole thing is an 
abomination. We have left no stone unturned to 
defeat the measure since 1915. ■ ■ The administra­
tion is all in camera and, I believe, will prove even 
more dangerous than 40 D.; because more difficult 
to follow.” That, indeed, is the danger and diffi­
culty of these new “ social hygiene ” measures 
everywhere. Health authorities know that public 
opinion will not tolerate anything that looks like 
an open return to the principles of Regulation or the 
Contagious Diseases Acts. Yet from compulsory 
notification to compulsory examination, and there­
after compulsory detention, is but a step. The old 
and poisonous principle is in them—the clothing only 
has been altered to suit the modern fashion, and to 
deceive the unwary. We congratulate the pro­
gressive women of Western Australia on their 
arduous fight against the forces of reaction. And 
while we sympathize with them in their defeat, we 
believe that defeat to be but temporary, and that 
the principle of voluntary treatment for venereal 
diseases—the only principle which is morally and 
hygienically sound—will yet triumph everywhere.

February 24, 1922.
[Information received through the courtesy of Miss 

Harriet Newcomb, B.W.D.C.Ui]

STERILIZATION LAWS IN THE 
UNITED STATES.

E are very glad to give prominence to a correction 
from Mrs. Chapman Catt, regarding the reported 

sterilization order of a Denver judge, which was printed 
in our January issue as a quotation from the Daily 
Express of November 28 :—
To the International Woman SUFFRAGE News.

I was quite shocked to read in the last issue of the 
International News Jie sensational report that a 
judge in Colorado had ordered an operation on an Italian 
woman to make further motherhood impossible. I think 
it must be well understood in all countries that no judge 
can impose conditions and penalties unless he is applying 
the law. When this report was sent out through the 
Associated Press the newspapers flocked to interview 
many of us about it. The opinions we expressed were 
unanimous, that no such order could possibly have been 
given, since nowhere is any such law in existence, and no 
judge is empowered to compose a law to enable him to 
apply it. Beiore our interviews were published the judge 
had issued a denial of the whole thing. There was not 
a word of truth, in the report.

Whether other countries suffer from the same irresponsible 
circulation of news as does our own, I have no means of 
knowing, but let me say to all readers of the INTERNATIONAL 
Woman Suffrage News that nothing emanating from 
the American news bureaux is dependable unless it is 
well authenticated.

We regret that Jus should have been even the 
quotational medium of an erroneous report: but the 
error of the Associated Press has, we believe, brought a 
blessing in its train, since through the publicity of the 
interviews Mrs. Catt mentions the authorities will 
now know how repugnant any such legislation is to 
American womanhood.

We would certainly have been more carefully critical 
as to the possibility of the report’s falsity were it not 
for the fact that fifteen of the States have, from 1907 
to 1917, enacted various, and, in some' cases very 
comprehensive, sterilization laws. Those States are : 
Indiana (1907); Washington (1909); California (1909, 
repealed; 1913, amended 1917); Sterilization Provision 
in Act establishing Pacific Colony, 1917) ; Connecticut 
(1909) ; Nevada (1911) ; Iowa (1911, repealed; 1913, 
repealed; 1915); New Jersey (1911) ; New York (1912); 
North Dakota (1913) ; Michigan (1913); Kansas 
(1913, repealed ; 1917); Wisconsin (1913) ; Nebraska 
(1915); Oregon (1917) ; South Dakota (1917).

Up to October, 1920, in four States, Nevada, New 
Jersey, New York, and Michigan, these laws had been 
declared unconstitutional either by the State Supreme 
Court or the Federal District Court.*

In Washington a Decree of the State Supreme Court, 
September 3, 1912, held the law to be constitutional.

In nine States the laws have not been tested by the 
courts. Ju - Raitt hr

The persons subject to these laws vary from State 
to State, and cover a wide field, including : inmates 
of charitable and penal institutions, reformatories, 
State prisons, industrial homes, State school for girls, 
hospitals and homes for feeble-minded, lunatics, sexual 
perverts, criminals, persons twice convicted of felony, 
drunkards, drug fiends, epileptics, syphilitics, diseased 
and degenerate persons. —be I ny mijtoy

The type of operation also varies according to the 
State : “ vasectomy, salpingectomy or oophorectomy,” 
" a surgical operation for sterilization.”

The basis of selection also varies : “ inadvisability 
of procreation1; decision by board of examiners that 
procreation by such inmate would be harmful to 
society ” ; " character of subject and his previous 
unsocial acts.” ' . , 1 .

The executive agents provided do not differ materially, 
being in most cases a board or committee of two or 

three doctors or surgeons, the superintendent inan 
institutional case, with the Secretary of the State Board 
of Health—or alternatively the State Commission 
in Lunacy.

The defenders of these laws urge a still wider, scope 
for them, and suggest that, in addition, they should be 
applied at discretion to the " socially inadequate‘‘ 
classes, and they include in these classes the tuberculous, 
the blind, the deaf, the deformed, the delinquent and 
wayward, i and the dependent, including ■ orphans, 
paupers, tramps, ne’er-do-wells;, and homeless. In 
suggestions for a model Federal Law are also included 
" immigrants who are personally eligible to admission, 
but who, by the standards recommended in the model 
State,'Law are (potential parents of .socially inadequate 
offspring.” (See H. H. Laughlin, Social I Hygiene, 
October, 1920).

1 There ■ has < been 1 so far, we believe, | no. very. wide 
discussion of the policy of sterilization ; but that it is a 
subject that demands very careful study and clear 
thinking .is evident—and particularly on the part-1 of 
women. That there might be a tendency to direct 
such legislation against certain classes of women would 
seem possible.
. ilt is interesting to note that Dr. Santoliquido (official 
delegate from the League of Red Cross Societies to 
.the Forty-first Conference of the । International Aboli­
tionist Federation, Rome, November, 61921), .read a 
paper which dealt at great length with the question of 
the sterilization of criminals, defectives, diseased 
persons and others. Dr. Santoliquido argued very 
forcibly against this proposal in its compulsory aspect 
as an outrageous 1 and unjustifiable assault on human 
personality, as a most dangerous precedent to give 
such power either to legal and medical- or State officials, 
and one which, if once given, might conceivably be 
used against any particular group or classes of persons 
who were, for the time being supposed to be dangerous 
to the State. It is also interesting to note that , though 
no resolution, could be submitted to the International 
Abolitionist1 Conference 1 on this point, the sentiment 
of the Conference was undoubtedly hostile in the extreme 
to any such proposals.’’i

February 26, 1922. il

Again the Women’s Enfranchisement Association 
has in vain, requested the Government to take 

over the Women’s Enfranchisement Bill; and again 
we must work to improve the doubtful chances of a 
private Bill, which it is hoped will be introduced early 
next session.

South African men—except for a few staunch 
supporters of our cause—are in no hurry to enfranchise 
their women, and woman suffrage is hard put to it to 
make its voice heard in the babel of other problems— 
industrial unrest, unemployment, the native question- 
even cattle diseases seem to many men far more 
important than the question of justice to women. Many 
of those who believe in woman suffrage as an abstract 
idea think that the general fairness of the treatment of 
women in this country takes away from the 1urgency 
of the need for this reform; or else they profess them­
selves quite overwhelmed by the difficulty of applying 
it in South Africa. n

The Congress of the South African Party in Natal, 
which was held in Pietermaritzburg last month, 
discussed the question of woman suffrage, and Pieter- 
maritzburg suffragists endeavoured to help it in its 
deliberations by sending a deputation to lay their 
case before it. The deputation consisted of Lady Steel 
(President of the W.E.A.U.), Mrs. Theodore Woods 
(South Africa's first woman town councillor), Mrs. Bell, 
Miss Parker and Miss Fleming.

Lady Steel said there was no reasonable argument 
against'woman suffrage. Natal had led the way in 
regard to the municipal franchise for women, and 
she asked this Congress of Natal men to take another 

step forward by passing a resolution in favour of woman 
suffrage, We did not wish our country to be regarded 
as. a benighted land.

Mrs. Woods touched on one or two of the difficulties 
in the way of enfranchising. South African women, and 
showed that they were not as great as had been imagined.

Miss Fleming pointed out the good results of woman 
suffrage in other countries, and said that South Africa 
had need of the intelligence of the whole of its civilized 
population to solve its many problems.

The deputation- was sympathetically received, and 
a resolution was afterwards passed to the effect that 
the sex disqualification for the franchise should be 
removed.
' South African suffragists . are succeeding in their 

endeavours to increase the number of women on 
municipal councils. There are now many women 
Councillors in South Africa, and it is universally 
acknowledged that they have done good work.

And at last we have a woman Mayor! Mrs. Wilson 
was recently "elected Mayor of Germiston, in the 
Transvaal. •

CANADA.

WE learn from an article in the. January Bonne 
Parole-, of Montreal that in December the women of

Quebec used their municipal vote for the first time.
Accusations of the apathy of the woman voter were 

proved to be unfounded. Ninety per cent, of the women 
enregistered used their vote, while only 80 per cent, of 
the men voters went to the polls.

Women were also appointed as returning officers. 
Before the elections women attended political meetings 
in large numbers, and it is particularly interesting to 
note that special lectures were arranged by the Catholic 
Women’s Federation, which were addressed by well- 
known priests..

“ And now,” asks the writer of the article, “ now that 
our women understand that Suffrage is not a religious 
question, but is among those problems which are left 
to free discussion and opinion ; now that they have 
realized that public work for the State is a duty which 
knows no sex distinction ; now that they have realized 
the part they can play in the social task and to what 
extent their collective effort will aid in its accomplish­
ment, will they remain indifferent to the gaining of the 
Provincial Suffrage ?"

They Now Demand Provincial Suffrage.
No. The women of Quebec have not remained 

indifferent. , Welearn from the Daily Telegraph of 
February II that a deputation of 150 of the most 
representative women of the Province have seen the 
Premier, M. Taschereau, and other members of the 
Government, and have demanded the Provincial vote, 
reminding the Government I that they already possess 
the franchise for the Dominion Parliament. They also 
pointed out that many European and other countries 
have granted the franchise to women on the same 
terms as men. it

" Women are Intelligent Enough, but . . .!”
In reply, M. Taschereau said that he personally was 

opposed to Woman • Suffrage J but he admitted that 
women were certainly intelligent enough to deal with 
political questions. His excuse was that “ the'Latin 
mentality, which prevailed among the vast majority of 
the population of Quebec Province, was against Woman 
Suffrage,” and he pointed out that France, Spain, 
Italy and other Latin countries had so far refused to 
grant votes to women. Indeed, he made it plain that 
the Quebec Provincial Government and Legislature are 
opposed to Woman Suffrage.

It is quite true the Latin countries have not en­
franchised their women. But women in every Latin
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National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship. 
Women and the Present Session.

HUNGARY.
[Suffragists everywhere will be distressed 

that determined efforts are being made 
Hungarian Government to limit still further the

THE INTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE NEWS.

country are vigorously demanding the vote. There 
must be a Latin male mentality and a Latin female 
mentality, if M. Taschereau is right. Another com­
plication of the anti-suffragists I Women . Suffragists 
have quite another name for what M. Taschereau calls 
" Latin mentality.” It is a quality not 'confined to 
Latin countries. And in spite of it the women will win. 

February 24, 1922.

DENMARK.
Some Interesting Opinions on the Exclusion of 
Women as Jurors in Cases of Criminal Assault.
IN consequence of Barrister Henrik Sachs’ article in 

Kvinden og Samfundet for December 30, 1921, we 
have put the following questions to certain esteemed 
lawyers :—

(1) Do you agree with Barrister Sachs’ interpre­
tation of par. 859 ?

(2) Do you consider that women are incompetent 
of judging in questions of outrage ?

We have received the‘following answers :—
Mrs. Astrid Holten Bechtolsheim (Barrister of the 

High Court).
(1) Yes. I. consider it the duty of the lawyer appointed 

to .defend the case to use every means provided by the 
law to obtain the mildest punishment; therefore, also 
to exclude women from the jury in the kind of matters 
menti oned. Likewise on the other side it is the duty of the 
public prosecutor to use every means permitted bythe 
law to make the punishment as severe as possible, and 
to use their right to exclude such jurors as might be 
supposed would consider the offence leniently.

(2) No I I cannot admit that " men generally are 
better qualified to judge rightly on this matter' than 
women."

Mathilde Malling Hauschultz, M.P.
(I) If this question means do I agree that “it is the 

absolute duty of the lawyer for the defence, as far as 
possible, to prevent women standing on the jury in such 
questions where he considers that the case 
fending will be specially hardly judged by 
answer decidedly, yes !
1 (2) No !

Barrister A. Munch Petersen.
(1) I fully agree with Barrister Sachs in 

pretation of par. 859. The lawyer for the defence has 
the right to reject four jurors " without reason being 
given."

(2) No ; but I support the conviction that all defen­
dants in an outrage case will be of the opinion that women 
beforehand will be more inclined to pronounce the man 
“ guilty,” and that women will be liable to be excluded 
as long as the law does not make a rule that there shall 
be an equal number of men and women jurors.

Professor H. Munch Petersen.
(1) There can certainly be no objection raised against 

Barrister Sachs’ interpretation of par. 859.
(2) It is obvious that women must possess certain 

qualities which men lack for the judging of questions of 
outrage, just in the decision of the question whether the 
resistance has been serious, and I consider it therefore 
an unfortunate arrangement that women can. be ex­
cluded from the j ury in these matters. On the contrary, 
it should be determined by law that, for example, at 
least one-third of, the jury should consist of women in the 
judging of these matters.

Women Teachers and Equal Pay.
Not long ago Town Councillor Kaper, of Copenhagen, 

made a very strange speech in the Municipal Council. 
He said that as women teachers were indispensable in 
the work of the schools, they ought to have their salaries 
reduced.

In life it is the rule that goods which are much in 
demand enhance their market value.

In spite of Dr. ■ Kaper's opinion that women teachers 
are rolling in money, there are very few openings for 
women teachers’ positions. How will it be possible to 
obtain the indispensable womanly help if the salaries 
of the women teachers are reduced below that which 
is offered for men's work of a corresponding kind and 
demanding corresponding training ? 1)

How very differently the School Town'Councillors of 
Copenhagen and Brussel consider the question: At a 
meeting for the consideration of regulating the salaries 
at the last-mentioned town, the Town Councillor said : 
"As women teachers are indispensable, they ought to 
have the same salary as the men. It is true that they 
are physically weaker, but just for that reason they 
ought to have a salary to make it possible for them to 
arrange home affairs so that they are more fitted for 
work.”

Such a point of view is clearly strange to Copenhagen’s 
Town Councillor; far better does he understand what 
the School Commission in Limfjord wrote to a teacher 
who was to be dismissed: "The greater part of the 
time you have lived in this district you1 have been 
occupied with household duties, and it is the general 
opinion that it is impossible for you to be as fit for 
your work as you would otherwise be if you had not 
so much to do."

Until two years ago the salary of a woman teacher 
was based upon the idea that she should carry out the 
work both of a teacher and housekeeper; And as soon 
as she is placed in a position to enable her to have 
things a little more comfortable, the school authorities 
are: down on her shillings;

The propensity of women teachers 'for luxuries has 
been spoken of. What luxuries have women teachers 
allowed themselves? The same which every man in 
an independent position allows himself: to provide 
himself with a home ; a modest home such as a teacher’s 
home always is, but a place where invaluable possessions 
await the happy occupant after the day's labour—food, 
rest, recreation.

The women teachers have obtained the means to get 
their own home and the much-needed house help. It 
is this they have striven for through all the years they 
have worked in the service of the schools, as they have 
felt that otherwise, they could not continue working. 
This is the benefit, the luxury, of which men will deprive 
them if equal pay is abandoned.

Town Councillor Kaper has lately announced in the 
National Tidende that women teachers in Copenhagen 
cost the town yearly 300,000 Kr. more than men 
teachers. Fru. Baumgarten, President of the Communal 
Teachers’ Association, has proved this to be quite 
untrue, and has shown that, on the contrary, the coming 
year will save the commune an1 • expenditure of 
198,331 Kr.

She also gives the interesting information that the 
difference in the percentage of sickness between men 
and women teachers has gone down considerably, as the 
statistics show that the women teachers had a sick leave 
of 6.5 days more than the men in this past year, while 
in 1915 they had 12.

GREAT BRITAIN.

TT was feared that women’s questions would fare 
- badly this. session, and there was great rejoicing 
when it was found that the King’s Speech included one 
reform for which we are working—the amendment of 
the Criminal Laws for the protection of young girls. 
Readers of this paper will remember the fate of the 
amending Bill at the close of last session, and the storm 
of indignation that it aroused. The Government has 
yielded to pressure, and has introduced a Bill, though 
at the time of writing, it has not been printed, and there 
are some fears, that it may not contain certain essential 

elements—such as the clause which sweeps, away the 
plea " reasonable cause to believe ” a girl over the legal 
age for criminal assault.

it is open to doubt whether any time will be available 
in a session which promises to be a short one for private 
members’ Bills, but two Bills promoted by the N.U.S.E.C. 
have been fortunate in securing places in the private 
members’ ballot—the Guardianship, Maintenance, 
Custody and Marriage of Infants Bill, which so nearly 
achieved success last summer, and the Separation and 
Maintenance Orders , Bill, which is the | Summary 
Jurisdiction (Married Persons) Bill of last summer, 
under a more intelligible title.

In order to strengthen the chances of the Guardianship 
Bill, it is to be introduced into the House of Lords by 
Lord Askwith, and as in both Houses it has very strong 
arid representative 'backing, there is some hope of 
success, unless, as seems not unlikely, the present Parlia­
ment come to an end in the near future, and a General 
Election be announced.

Equal Franchise.
Naturally, this question is in the forefront of our 

election programme. We cannot .rest until the present 
disqualification of sex which exists in no other country 
except Hungary is removed. The postponement of the 
General Election is from this point of view decidedly an 
advantage, insomuch as it gives the Government more 
time to fulfil this fundamental part of the pledge made 
at the 1918 election, to remove all existing inequalities 
in the law between men and women.

There can be no doubt that public opinion in this 
country is stiffening in favour of an equal franchise. 
At a recent by-election both candidates, one Conserva- 
tive and the other Labour, gave this reform a place in 
their election addresses to their i constituents without 
any suggestion on our part, and almost without excep­
tion, at all by-elections of the year, candidates, have 
given favourable replies to questions relating to this. 
The N.U.S.E.C. has asked the Prime Minister to receive 
a deputation on this subject in order to present him 
with two memorials, one sighed by a very large number 
of both men's and women’s organizations, and the other 
by a large number of Members of Parliament, asking 
the Government to introduce a Bill to remove the 
inequalities in the franchise before the close of the 
session.

Unfortunately, in reply to a question in the. House of 
Commons, asking if the Government was going to intro­
duce legislation, removing the present inequalities in 
Election Law between men and women, the Prime 
Minister replied, “ No, sir, I do not think it would be 
wise to ire-open, again, after so short an interval, franchise, 
questions which were settled by general agreement in 
the last Parliament.”

We, understand, however, that. Lord Robert Cecil is 
going to bring in a Private Member's Bill on March 1, 
under the Ten Minutes’ Rule.

The Annual Council Meeting.
The Annual Council Meeting of the N.U.S.E.C. will 

be held1 on March 7, 8 and 9. An interesting agenda 
has been issued and a good attendance is expected. 
The proposals with regard to the Election Policy of the 
National Union will be certain to excite a lively dis- 
cussion, in view of the near approach of a General 
Election.

" The Economy Axe.”
Readers in other countries may not, at first sight, 

understand the significance of this catchword which is 
on everyone’s lips in Great Britain to-day. The outcry 
for greater economy in national expenditure has become 
so clamourous, both in the Press and in the constituencies, 
that it could no longer be ignored, and a special com­
mittee on national expenditure, composed of eminent 
business men, was appointed to make recommendations 
with regard to possible economies in the Public Services. 
This committee was presided over by Sir Eric Geddes, 
G.C.B., C.B.E., M.P., and its report/ which has just 
appeared, is popularly called the " Geddes Report.”

Some of the findings of this committee immediately 
suggest the fact that no woman found a place among its 
five members. Among these may be mentioned the 
proposed reductions in the national outlay on education. 
It is recommended that children be not admitted to 
schools until they reach the age of six; that classes become 
larger in order to employ fewer teachers ; that teachers’ 
salaries be reduced, and scholarships be cut down.

Another proposed economy which arouses indignation 
among women is the recommendation to do away with 
the Women Police recently appointed in London, on the 
grounds that " their utility, is negligible.” This is a 
matter on which women feel very strongly, and an 
important meeting of protest has been organized by the 
National Council of Women, on which the N.U.S.E.C. 
will be represented. In the meantime, the N.U.S.E.C. 
has circularized all the London Members of Parliament, 
begging them to oppose this recommendation. What, 
indeed, do the business men who composed this committee 
know about the needs of little children, or the preventive 
work carried out in the streets of our great cities by 
women police officers ? •,

It is only fair, however, to allude to the redeeming 
feature of this report,, from the woman’s point of view, 
which deals with very considerable reductions in 
expenditure on our fighting services.

Elizabeth Macadam.

rights of women' Already there is an inequality as between 
men and women, men being allowed to vote at the age 
of 21, and women only at the age of 24. We trust that 
the forces of progress will prevail, and that ere long both 
Hungary and,, Great Britain may be numbered among 
the countlies which have enfranchised their women on 
the same terms as men. —EDITOR.]

A Bill to Limit the Voting Rights 
of Women.

SINCE our last report we have continued our 
quiet but persevering work, and may record a 

remarkable success.
The death of our old friend Dr. Alexander Peto, 

M.P., caused a vacancy in Parliament, and one of 
the candidates of the electing district was another 
old friend and staunch defender of our cause, 
Dr. John Benedek. We worked for his election 
with ambition and zeal, made speeches in 1 our 
meetings, sent circulars to all our members asking 
them to work for Dr. Benedek, and appealed to our 
voting members of the district to be sure to vote 
and canvas's for our candidate. The result was 
that Dr. Benedek was elected with a sweeping 
majority, and we had full cause to congratulate 
ourselves as well as Dr. Benedek at his election.

At present the political situation in Hungary is a 
very intricate one—also concerning the Suffrage 
Bill. Two years ago the present National Assembly 
was elected on the ground of a Ministerial order and 
was charged to lay down the foundations of a new 
Constitution. A Suffrage Law and the reform of 
the Upper House were also on the agenda. The 
validity of the mandates for the Assembly expires 
on February 16, and none of these very important 
tasks have been accomplished ; the members have 
spent the time of the country in personal quarrelling, 
and even now the political parties blame each other 
for the situation. The Suffrage Bill was introduced 
to the National Assembly on January 27, and the 
obligatory primary discussion of it in the special 
committee of the National Assembly will probably 
last till February 16.



THE INTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE NEWS.March, 1922.THE INTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE NEWS. MARCH, 1922.
86

1

W

Nobody seems to know anything about whatwill 
happen in the caseof Hungary remaining without a 
Legislative Corporation, and without a law to elect 
a new one; nobody knows whether the Cabinet 
will closure this Bill by Ministerial order, or issue 
another for the elections, or else lengthen the term 
of the Assembly, each of these expedients, being 
illegal, aijani - 101 doidu i "0 2.00" addon/

The last Suffrage Law was discussed by our last 
regular Parliament before the Revolution, when 
Tisza’s faithful guard mutilated the Bill so that its 
creator, the Minister of Justice, Mr. Vazsonyi, 
chose to retire. Woman Suffrage was also stamped 
out of the Bill. i . n ■ v

Under Count Karolyi’s regime, a Suffrage Bill 
passed in the Ministerial Council which gave the 
vote to all men who reached the age of 21 and to all 
women who were not illiterate and at least 24 years 
of age.

It was practically this Bill which was the sample 
for the Ministerial order according to which the last 
elections for this National Assembly were held.

This National Assembly elected on such a broad 
foundation of the right of Suffrage was presented 
with a Bill according to which the electors of the 
Assembly were to be deprived, by their own deputies, 
of their right to vote. No wonder the Opposition 
refuses to support this act of injustice and deception.

The Prime Minister is bargaining with the parties, 
and'there are constant changes in the Bill. At first 
the vote has to be given to every man of at least 
24 years of age who had been for at least 10 years, a 
Hungarian citizen, and in residence for two years in, 
one community, arid who could prove he had passed 
four elementary classes '; and to women over 30 
years of age who were self-supporting, or who were 
the mothers of three legi timate children, or graduates, 
or wives of graduates, or wives of men in the civil 
service. .osmo to

. According to a speech of the , Minister for the 
Interior, he has in the Suffrage Bill dropped all 
these conditions, and will accord the vote to women 
who, have passed six elementary classes, or 
who have passed four ■ classes and have 
three children born in wedlock who are 
living at the same time.

As we do not know what will come next, 
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report to you further. ,
We published in the papers an open letter to the 

Prime Minister, protesting against these restrictions 
on women’s rights; we are preparing for the 13th 
inst. a .large protest meeting, with the Prelate, 
Dr, Giesswein, former Minister of Interior, Mr. 
Ugron, Dr. Charles, Rassay, M.P., and Mrs. Irma 
Szirmay as orators, and Vilma Gliicklich in the chair. 
Meanwhile we have also had many discussions with 
politicians of different parties and edited a Suffrage, 
number of our paper.

Mrs. Eugenie MELLER-MISKOLEZY.
February 10, 1922.

We have now received the following report — |.
On February 13 we had a splendid meeting to 

protest against the restriction of the Woman Suffrage 
Bill, discussed presently in the National Assembly. 

Miss Gliicklich, in the chair, emphasized the 
injustice of the intentions of a Parliament which 
was elected by .universal suffrage of both sexes, and, 
in spite of that wishes now to restrict the citizens’ 
rights ; the present leaders forget that to solve the 
difficult problems of the country’s existence they 
cannot do without the co-operation of women. She 
pointed out that we do not speak only on behalf

of the Hungarian women, but in the name of the 
millions of women organized in the I.W.S.A. ; the 
platform of the Alliance is to claim equal rights for 
men and women, and that being a principle of 
progress,. implies : opposition : to . any . - retrograde, 
measure, d. ii 3i Ig ami mode mi JIsmurmot I!” id 90

The next speaker was Father Giesswein, the well- 
known champion for woman suffrage1 and peace. 
He said that real peace would never be complete if 
a considerable part of the women of the world were 
to be shut out of political rights. He asked if the 
present M.P.’s were so dissatisfied with the women 
who elected them that they’ sentenced their own. 
electors for exclusion ?1 1 leg . Ins pa/

Mr. Koloman Mehely, a scientific expert of socials 
politics, newly elected to the Parliament, stated that 
he does not agree with the Suffrage Bill of the 
Government, because we must hold up an example I 
of democracy not to loosen the bonds of sympathy 
with our former compatriots in our old territories. 
The country needs the help of women on the field 
of social politics in order to rebuild what the war has 
destroyed. . roqi ( I i won ■ al , I s u I i I

Mrs. Szirmai, on behalf of the women, showed, 1 
how unjust and illogical the restrictions of the 
Suffrage Bill are! She I presented the resolution, 
which runs as follows —I

“ The men and women assembled at the Suffrage 
meeting of the. Feminist Society of February 13, 
1922, convinced that for the interest of Hungary’s/ 
better' future the co-operation of every citizen is it 
indispensable to that end, that the destructive 
effect of the world-war and its fatal consequences 
may be repaired within reasonable time ;
“ Whereas the rebuilding work absolutely claims, 

the equal right of every adult working citizen ;
" Whereas considering that it would gravely harm 

the authority of Hungary in foreign. affairs if it 
would give to the world the. example of retrogression 
in respect of citizens’ rights ; 1 |

“ They urgently claim from the Government, and 
from this National Assembly that was elected by 
the general secretvote of men and women, that the 
new suffrage law may not contain any restriction 
of rights, and treat equally men and women citizens.”

This was the third women’s, protest meeting within 
a fortnight, and although public attitude in the last 
years has been very unfavourable to our line of 
activity, we had most dignified, most enthusiastic, 
and most crowded meetings, with a very intelligent 
public.

We rejoice also in the result of our propaganda 
work, continued > incessantly for twenty years, 
which has educated even our most conservative 
women to protest against this proposed restriction, 
even those women who, not very long ago, protested 
against the granting of woman suffrage. We have 
also cause to rejoice in the activities of Margaret 
Schlachta, the one woman M.P. in our National 
Assembly. Her party, as well as the.other parties ' 
of the Opposition, claim "'equality of the sexes
concerning suffrage.

Melanie Vambery.
Budapest, February 16, 1922.

MADAME CURIE ELECTED TO THE 
FRENCH ACADEMY OF MEDICINE.

MADAME CURIE has been elected to the French 
Academy of Medicine. She is the first woman for 

150 years to be elected to any French Academy.
February, 1922.

INDIA.
The Legislative Assembly Passes a Suffrage 

Resolution.
HE times of February 6 reports that on February 1
the Assembly in Session at Delhi " by a majority of . 

more than two to one passed a resolution favouring the 
granting of the vote .to women at the elections for the 
Assembly in those provinces which give the same right 
to women in the elections for the Provincial Council. 
The immediate effect would only apply to Madras and 
Bombay.”

We congratulate Indian women on this signal success, 
which means that as each Province enfranchises its 
women they will become electors also of the Assembly.

Mr. Joshi, who moved the resolution,■ merits the ■ 
gratitude of every suffragist. The Government, on this I 
occasion, gave complete freedom to the official members 
of the Council, who voted according to their individual 
belief. We are sorry that the chief opponent was ai; 
British member—Sir Godfrey Fell.

February 22, 1922.
Mysore, Representative Assembly and Woman 

Suffrage.
Our Mysore sisters have our sympathy in the reverse 

their cause has had at the hands of the members of the 
Mysore Representative Assembly. Aresolution was 
brought forward in the Assembly for the removal of the 
sex disqualification, but the members rejected it by a 
majority of 19. There does hot seem to have been an 
active I discussion on the subject, and it is specially 
regrettable that the Dewan did not make a speech and 
give the members a lead in the right direction, as he is 
himself in favour of giving the women of Mysore their 
citizen rights. I The question is coming up, again in the 
Mysore Legislative Council, and we hope it will .pass 
through it successfully. . Steps are being taken to secure 
the support of each councillor, and as they are more in 
touch with general public opinion than the members of 
the Assembly, the wishes of the women are more likely 
to be acceded to. One wonders that Mysore should hesitate 
to give rights that have been so freely given to Travancore, 
Cochin and Madras women. '
The Children's Bill in Calcutta : Rights for Girls.

A Children’s Bill is being passed through the Bengal 
Legislative Council which is designed to confer various 
benefits upon destitute and helpless children. In the 
Madras Children’s Bill the word “ children" included 
girls. In the Bengal Bill girls are excluded, a matter 
that is deplorable to the last degree, and we heartily agree 
with the Bishop of Calcutta in calling for the amendment 
of the Bill. , He writes :— |

“There can be no question that girls stand even in 
greater need of protection than boys, and anyone at all 
acquainted with the slum life of Calcutta knows the terrible 
moral conditions under which no small number of girls 
are being brought up and which deprive them of any 
reasonable prospect of growing up to be respectable citizens. 
I greatly hope that the Council will, before passing the 

. Bill, amend the definition, of a child and young person, 
so as to include girls within its .scope,’’

An Equal Sex Standard.
It is most important that women should stand unitedly 

for the promotion of an equal standard of morality as 
regards men and women. In connection with changes 
that are being made in the Municipal Act in the United 
Provinces notice has been । given that a resolution 
be moved to exclude " undesirable women h from 
municipal franchise. Why should these women 
disfranchised and the men who make the demand 

will 
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their deplorable kind of life be allowed all the rights of 
citizenship ? If immorality is to be adisqualification 
for any kind of vote, then it must be a disqualification of 
men and women impartially. The Women’s Indian 
Association wrote to the U. P: Press protesting against 
the proposed resolution in the interests of fair play and 
to prevent. the > setting up in public life of an unequal 
standard of morality.

Burmese Women and the Vote.
Burma is now to be considered an Indian Province 

and to be given a Provincial Legislative Council similar 
to those of the Indian Provinces. 1 Just as the Southborough 
committee investigated the conditions necessary to 

formulate rules for regulating the1 qualifications for the 
Legislative Franchise, so the Whyte Committee is examining 
witnesses in Burma. All the Burmese newspapers are I 
strongly advocating the inclusion of women as voters and 
as candidates . for ; election. One or two Burmese ladies' • 
intend to offer evidence and to appear: before the i 
Committee for oral examination.. Woman Suffrage was 
demanded by two . Burmese Deputations which went to 
England, and as one paper says, “We all demand that the 
Burmese women should be placed on a footing of equality 
with men both in the qualifications of electors and in the 
qualifications of candidates." ’1.

There are very goodprospects that women will not be 
debarred from the right of voting, as one of the property 
qualifications "recommended applies! almost entirely to I 
women.. No women in the East are more ready for political I 
responsibility than the well -educated and capable Burmese 
women, and their demand for the vote. has been upheld 
by all the political associations of their country.

Siri Dharma.

—
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J anuary, 1922.

I RELAND. ;
Women's Societies Meet and Form Joint Board 

for Affiliation to I.W.S.A.
A S it has now become possible for women’s societies' 

in Ireland to seek affiliation with the I.W.S.A., 
on February 1,6 a meeting was held in Dublin, on the 
invitation of the Irish Women Citizens’ and Local 
Government Association, for the formation of an Irish 
Board' to take the necessary steps. Representatives of 
non-party women’s organizations. Women Citizens and 
others from the more important centres in .Ireland were 
invited., Some societies are at present in abeyance, but 
the following were represented : The Belfast Women’s 
Advisory Council, the, Irishwomen’s Association of 
Citizenship, the Irish Women Citizens’and Local Govern- 
mentsAssociation, and the Irish Women’s Franchise 
League, Londonderry. The question of representation 
is underconsideration by the Londonderry Women 
Citizens’ Association, and Sligo was only provisionally 
represented, as it is hoped to reorganize the Sligo 
Society. It was unanimously decided to form an Irish 
Board, which should seek affiliation as a National 
Auxiliaryi” Professor Mary Hayden, M.A., was unani- 
mously appointed Hon. Secretary, and Miss Dora 
Mellone Hon. Press-Secretary. Of

UP"
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DORA MELLONE
February 18, 1922. | AE-9--URY0

AN ' Irish 1 correspondent sends us the following 
information :—

Mrs. Haslam : Pioneer Suffragist.
The veteran President of the Irish Women Citizens’ 

and Local Government Association has resigned her 
office after a record of fifty-five years' work for the 
Woman's cause. Mrs. Haslam’s 1 life work will indeed 
be an inspiration for those who come after. . Before 
she came forward as one of the Suffrage pioneers, she 
had worked with other helpers from the Society of 
Friends in the organization of soup kitchens during the 
famine years' of 1846 and 1847, and had also, taken 
part in the effort to secure.ocean penny postage. She 
obtained signatures for the first Woman Suffrage 
petition of 1867, and in 1871 organized the first Irish 
Suffrage Society, now known as the Irish Women 
Citizens’and Local, Government Association. In all this 
work Mr. Haslam shared, and husband and wife were 
the‘guiding and inspiring force in the society. Mrs. 
Haslam's last public appearance in London, was at the 
public meeting held in 1919 on behalf of Equal Franchise. 
This was characteristic of a life of unceasing effort 
inspired by a courage and hope which never wavered.

Women of Ireland Demand Equal Franchise.
The society is carrying on its work in the spirit of 

its founder, for at the annual meeting on February 16 
the effort to secure the recognition in the Constitution, 
of the Irish Free State of Equal Franchise was placed 
first among the immediate objects of the Association. 
Mr. Collins, head of the Provisional Government, has

nil”

■Ml
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been communicated with on this, subject. It appears 
that the coming elections in Ireland will be held on the 
present register. The body elected will have to draft 
the Constitution of the Free State. Once this is done; 
there will be another election to return the first Par­
liament of the Free State. The women's societies must 
secure the inclusion of an Equal Franchise clause in the 
Constitution, and also provision that it shall come into 
effect before the elections which will follow the final 
enactment of that measure.

An effort is being made to secure that the elections 
shall be taken on an | Adult Suffrage basis, and on 
February 17 Mr. De Valera received a deputation from 
the Irish Women’s Franchise League, the Women's 
International League, the Women Workers' Union, and 
the Workers’ Labour Council. Mr. De Valera expressed 
himself sympathetically.

NOUVELLES FEMINISTES.
Afrique du Sud.—Le Congres du " Parti de TAfrique 

du Sud d auiNatal a passe' une revolution en faveur du 
suffrage feminin. C'est sans doute grace a‘influence de 
la Ligue de l'Affranchissement feminin, qui avait envoys 
une deputation au Congres, que cette resolution a passe.

Danemark.. — En rcponse a un questionnaire, 
plusieurs notaires d'importance declarent qu’un avocat 
a le droit d'employer tous les moyens en son pouvoir 
pour obtenir pour son client le minimum de la punition.

Us sont unanimes a rejeter l’expose de Monsieur Sachs, 
qui declare la femme incapable d’etre membre d'un 
jury quand le prisonnier' est accuse de viol criminel, 
et. ils 1 considerent au contraire que dans de par eils cas' 
la femme doit faire partie du fury.

Finlande. — Il s’est tenu dernierement en Finlande 
un " Meeting ” pour discuter plusieurs questions.

Le resultat de ce Meeting fut que i’on decida de 
demander :

Que le Corps de police feminin soit augments...
Que certains changements soient faits dans 1’education 

des communes rurales . . . |
Que, quoique condamnant l’inimoralitejle Code moral 

soit le meme pour les femmes que pour les hommes . . .
Que le manage ne soit pas permis pour les gens 

souffrant de maladies veneriennes .. .
Grande-Bretagne. — La reuiuon annuelle du 

" National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship ” 
aura lieu au mois de mars.

Cette societe se propose de rediger plusieurs lois 
parlementaires, entre autres laloiconcernant la 
tutelle de I’enfant a titre egal pour la mere et pour le 
pere'.et une loi dormant le meme droit electoral aux 
femmes qu’aux hommes. il

Le gouvernement a promis d’introduire un amende-' 
merit a la loi criminelle, pour la protection des jeunes 
filles, dont nous ne connaissons pas encore le texte. 1

Hongrie. —Lessuffragistes regretteront d’apprendre 
que le gouvernement hongroi’s fait des efforts pour 
limiter le droit electoral de la femme. Il y a deja des 
differences. L’homme, par exemple, peut voter a l’age 
de 21 ans, tandis que la femme ne peut voter qu’a l’age 
de 24 ans.'

La nouvelle mesure proposee par le gouvernement 
serait que seulement, la femme poss^dant une certaine 
education ou la femme mere de trois enfants legitimes 
au inoins pourrait voter.

Nous esperons que cette mesure par trop reactionnaire 
ne passera pas.

Les Indes. — L’Assemblee legislative des Indes 
siegeant a Delhi a, par une majorite de 2 pour 1, passe une 
resolution qui a comme resultat de donner le vote aux 
femmes pour les elections de i’Assemblee, seulement 
dans les provinces qui deja donnent le droit aux femmes 
de voter pour le Conseil Provincial. Le resultat immediat 
de cette decision ne s'appliquerait pour le moment qua 
Madras et a Bombay.

March, 1922.

L’Assemblee Representative du Mysore a rejete une 
resolution qui aurait donne le vote aux femmes.

Au Bengale,' une loi qui doit beneficier les enfants 
destitues propose d’inclure les filles. Les. filles qui ont 
certainement besoin de plus de protection que les 
garforis 1 Bien des voix protestent contre cette deplorable 
decision.

Il y a tout lieu d’esperer que les femmes de la Birmanie 
auront bientot le vote au meme titre que les hommes'

Irlande. — Plusieurs des societes feministes I de 
1’Irlande desirent s’affilier a la Societe Internationale ' 
I.W.S.A.

Hollande. — Les suffragistes travaillent activement 
en vue des prochaines elections generales. Les candidats 
demandent aux femmes electeurs quelles sont les 
reformes qui, a leur point de vue, sont les plus impor- 
tante, et. on conseille fort aux femmes de ne soutenir 
que les candidats qui promettent les reformes demandees 
par elles.

Norvege. -— Les feministes norvegiennes demandent 
que les femmes soient, ainsi que les homines, placees sur 
la commission qui doit s’o'ccuper de reformer le code 
penal.

Etats-Unis d’Amerique, — Nous demandons l’at- 
tention toute speciale de nos lectrices sur le Congres 
americain, " Pan American Congress,” qui.doit se tenir 
a Baltimore et auquel les societes feministes de toute 
1’Amerique du Nord et du Sud prendront part. Le 
Congres s’ouvrira le 20 avril.

I.’edition de Jus SUFFRAGII qui doit paraitreau 
mois d’avril sera publiee avant la date habituelle et 
contiendra des portraits de quelques-unes des femmes 
distinguees qui feront partie du Congres.

Il est a esperer que ce Congres, auquel prendront part 
des femmes de toute 1’Amerique, donnera un grand 
essor au mouvement suffragiste dans tout le continent 
americain.

Mrs. Trounson, secretaire du bureau central du 
I.W.S.A., sera presente au Congres et, en route pour 
Baltimore, elle fera visite aux Societes Suffragistes de 
Terre-Neuve, de Quebec et de Brunswick .

Nous esperons que, par cette tournee, de nouveaux 
adherents se joindront au I.W.S.A.

LETTRE D’ITALIE.
Un proverbe italien dit: " Pas de nouvelles, bonnes 

nouvelles." Malheureusement ce dicton ne peut pas 
s’appliquer au suffragisme italien et, si les lectrices de 
JUS SUFFRAGII n’ont plus trouve de correspondance de 
l’Italie dans le journal c’est que justement votre cor- 
respondante n’avait rien de nouveau a dire.

Depuis les dernieres elections politiques qui donnerent 
la majority dans la Chambre des Deputes aux partis 
d’extr^me-droite (populaires et fascisti) et ci’extreme- 
gauche (socialistes) il parait que le suffrage des femmes 
n’est plus a la mode dans les milieux politiques et dans 
la presse. La faute en est un peu a tout le monde, aux 
femmes aussi bien qu’aux hommes. Les femmes ont 
deploye une grande activite pendant les elections ; elles 
ont travaille avec acharnement a la reussite des can- 
didats des differentes listes (il y a la proportionnelle en 
Italic) sans se soucier le moins du monde de leurs 
interfts ; elles n’ont rien demande aux candidats en 
echaiige de leur propagande — pas meme la promesse 
la plus platonique. Seul un petit nombre de suffragistes 
organisa des " meetings," fit des affiches, etc., qui avait 
assez de succes, mais qui ne peuvent pas oter l’impression 
que les femmes, meme n'ayant pas le vote, donnaient 
tout ce que l'on pouvait en attendre aux partis. Cette 
impression eut de facheuses consequences J les hommes 
se dirent que ce n'etait pas la peine de donner le vote 
aux femmes puisqu’elles travaillent sans vote, et, tout 
en profitant du travail des femmes de son parti, chacun 
crut pouvoir juger et mesurer la force politique feminine 
des autres partis.
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On fit des calculs, on suppute la valeur des organisa­
tions, le nombre des organisees dans les differents pays, 

"etc., tout le monde eut peur des autres. Seul les tres 
petits partis, qui n’ayant pas grande importance i la 
Chambre, sont tout a fait surs de he pas pouvoir faire 
accepter un proposition de loi, osent encore dans leurs 
congres parler du suffrage des femmes.
1 II ya peu de jours le parti socialist se reunit a Rome 
pour discuter le programme de la nouvelle annee. Une 
femme parla de l’organisation des femmes, et sa relation, 
publiee dans le journal du parti (L'Avanti)est tres 
interessante. Madame Viola dit que la difficult que I’oh 
a maintenant pour conserver les femmes dans 16 parti 

"c’est qu’elles ne savent pas qu’y faire, lorsqu’elles ont 
passe la periode preliminaire de 1’education. Elles ne 
sont1. pas1 electrices et tout le travail (hormi celui de 
propagande) est monopolist par les electeurs ; puisque 
les femmes ont un esprit pratique, elles vont quitter 
le parti s’il n’y aura pas un but pratique a leur activite. 
"Je crois," dit Madame Viola, “que le suffrage des 
femmes serait aujourd’hui un disastre" et qu’il faut 
essayer quelqu’autre chose pour preparer la voie au 
suffrage. Une lutte de classe pour la recherche de la 
paternity, voila ce qu’il faut pour les femmes socialistes 
italiennes ! Et Madame Viola propose que le parti 
socialiste, tout en continuant l’organisation des femmes 
et 1’education des organisees, veuille accepter son idee 
de dormer comme but immediat des. femmes socialistes, 
non pas le suffrage, mais la recherche de la paterniti!

Il n est pas sur que la direction du parti acceptera 
le point de vue de Madame Viola, mais il est evident 
que la peur des votes des femmes catholiques et bour- 
geoises a beaucoup d’influence sur l’enthousiasme des 
socialistes pour les droits des femmes, et cette peur a 
bib augmentee par le zele des femmes pendant - les 
'^lections.

Si notre situation au point de vue suffragiste n’est 
pas bonne, nous avons moitis de soucis au point de 
vue feministe. La loi de 1919 (sur la situation civile 
et juridique des femmes) commence a donner quelques 
resultats'; nous avons les premieres femmes avocats et 
avoues ; les premieres femmes ingenieurs. Les magistrats 
ont eu plusieurs fois 1’occasion d’apprendre aux femmes 
marines qu’elles n’ont plus besoin de l’autorisation du 
mart pour disposer de leurs biens, etc.

Pour la premiere fois, le Ministre de ‘Instruction 
Publique a admis les femmes aux concours pour chaires 
de professeurs dansleslycees de gardens. Les resultats 
de ces concours seront tres interessants.

Nous avons eu quelques congres feminins ; les femmes 
medecins se sont reunies dans la celebre ville d’eaux de 
Salsomaggiore, sous la presidence de Madame Carcopino. 
Parmi les questions professionnelles qui ont bib discutees 
dans ce petit congres, il y a la question des maladies 
diffusibles, qui a ete I’objet principal des discussions du 
Congres Abolitioniste de Rome.

Beaucoup de femmes ont participe au Congres de la 
Mutuality a Trieste; a celui de la cooperation, a Milan ; 
et a celui pour la reforme des lois sur les mineurs d61in- 
quants (delinquenza minorile). Le Congres a donne a un 
senateur, M. Lusignoli, prefet de Milan, I’idee d’une 
nouvelle forme d’electorat pour donner aux femmes la 
surveillance sur les mineurs dfelinquants. Je vous en 
parlerai dans ma pfochaine correspondance.

M. Ancona.
Milan, le 27 janvier 1922.

SUISSE.
Une loi reactionnaire.

Une suffragiste baloise nous disait l’autre jour que, 
certainement, lorsqu’on ecrirait l’histoire de la Suisse 
au xxe siecle, la periode ou noils nous trouvons actuel- 
lement serait caracterisee comme l’une des plus reaction- 
naires, et qu’un exemple de cette reaction serait la loi 
baloise du 12 janvier 1922 imposant le celibat aux 
mattresses decole ! Elle n’avait pas tort.

Bien que j’aie deja eu 1 plusieurs reprises ‘occasion 
de traiter ce sujet dans les colonnes de Jus SUFFRAGII,
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il faut que j’y revienne encore aujourdhui, vu son actua- 
lite et lemotion qu’il a soulevee dans nos milieux 
feministes suisses.
" Le Grand Conseil (Parlement) du canton de Bale, 
vient en effet de voter, sur la proposition du Conseil 
d’Etat (gouvernement), une loi interdisant a une 
maitresse d’ecole marine de garder son poste. Sont 
seules exceptees, et sous ‘reserve d’examen particulier 
pour chaque cas, a) les veuves et les divorcees, b) celles 
dont les services sont particulierement precieux au corps 
enseignant. Mais les veuves et les divorcees life pourront 

' toucher qu'un traitement reduit. Enfin, la loi a un effet 
retroaetif en ce sens que l’on n'arrAte pas seulement au 
seuil de la carrier d’institutrice les femmes mariees 
et les jeunes filles fiancees, mais que belles qui sont 
entrees 'dans l'enseignement sous l'ancien regime, qui 
se sont preparees par des etudes souvent assez longues 
a cette profession, qui la pratiquent depuis bien des 
annees parfois, devront "l'abandonner dans le delai 
d'une annee si elles ont contracts mariage.

Les motifs invoques sont frappants ; ce sont: 
I) " 1'impossibilite (i ce qu’assurent ces messieurs!) 
d’unir les devoirs de mere et d'epouse a ceux qu’exigent 
la profession de maitresse d’ecole ” ; 2) le nombre gran- 
clissant de jeunes filles qui attendent qu’un depart 
leur ouvre un poste1,1 la carriere etant tres encombree. 
Mais k cote de ces motifs avoues, il en est d’autres dont 
on ne parle pas si haut, et dont le principal est la jalousie 
economique de ceux qui trouvent qu’un menage ou le 
mari et la femme gagnent chacun de leur cote est par 
trop privilegie en comparison d’autres I On comprend 
que Von' n’ose e pas a porter: eri 7 debat ■ public jiareil 
argument.

Mes lecteurs auront deja relev6, sans qu’il soit besoin 
de longs commentaires, toute l’injustice de cette loi. 
Injuste par ses dispositions de details, injustepar son 
principe, injuste surtout parce qu’elle iconstitue une 
mesure d’exception dirigee contre des 1 femmes—des 
femmes qui n’ont aucun moyen legal de se defendre et 
de protester. La president sortant de charge de notre 
Societe baloise, Mlle Gerhard, relevait tres justement a 
ce propos que c’etait la un stimulant puissant donne 
i, I'activite suffragiste: car c’est une centaine d’hommes, 
que les femmes n’ont pas choisi pour les representer, 
a.l’felection desquels elles n’ont pu prendre aucune part, 
qui viennent trancher et decider de ce qui comment ou 
ne convient pas aux femmes, de la facon dont elles 
doivent remplir leurs devoirs et de la contrainte qu’on 
leur impose pour qu’elles remplissent ce devoir au gre 
des hommes-—sans que la voix des femmes ait 6te 
jamais entendue! Et c’est ce qui est effectivement 
revoltant dans cette loi. On peut admettre qu’il soit 
difficile 4 une femme marine d’accomplir en meme 
temps ses devoirs familiaux et ses devoirs professionnels, 
on peut admettre que, soit pour le bien de la famille, 
soit pour le bien de I’ecole, il est preferable qu'il n’y ait 
pas partage, quoique tout ceci, a mon avis, soit question 
purement individuelle, et que certaines femmes, suivant 
leurs capacities, leur sant^, leur don d'organisation 
arrivent a accomplir beaucoup mieux leur double tache, 
qu’une femme celibataire,' mais de forces moindres et 
de travail moins methodique, a exercer sa seule carriere. 
Mais on n’a pas' le droit d’fen faire une regle, dont 
['application peut immediatement prouver l'illogisme (je 
pense, en ecrivant ceci, au cas d'une maitresse d’ecole 
non marine, mais1 qui el&ve, comme cela se presente 
souvent, une niece ou un neveu, quelquefois tous les 
deux, et que la loi autorisera a garder sa place, alors 
qu’une collogue marine, mais a un mari constamment 
absent de par sa profession, et sans enfants, devra 
quitter ‘l’enseignement ! ; on n’a pas le droit de fermer, 
sous un pretexte economique, une carriere a des femmes 
(pourquoi ne pas interdire alors a toutes les femmes de 
menage, a toutes les blanchisseuses, a toutes les ouvri&res 
de continuer leur travail si elles sont marines ? et aussi 
pourquoi egalement ne pas interdire de continuer1 sa 
profession a tout homme ^pousant une femme riche, 
alors que tant d’autres1 moins fortunes vOudraient 
obtenir son poste 1 de fonctionnaire, ou recueillir sa 
clientele de medecin ou d’avocat ?; et on n’a pas le

inse
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League of Nations at Geneva.
Nylaende.

February I, 1922.

Conference. Fanny McNeil,

JUS.’’
DISBURSEMENTS.RECEIPTS. s. puceli?s.

H

Secretary Newfoundland Women's Franchise League.
January‘25, 1922.

£

NEWFOUNDLAND.
Courageous Work for Suffrage against Heavy Odds. 
Newfoundland League Wishes to Affiliate with 

I.W.S.A.

Married Women Teacher® Must Go. 
say Basle Council.

SWEDEN.
An Important Appointment for Mrs. Wicksell.

droit enfin de le faire sans consulter les interessees au 
premier chef a cqs mesures. ,

Que celles qui ne sont pas suffragistes y reflechissent 1
Quant a la disposition qui admet la reintegration des 

femmes veuves et divorcees, mais avec un. traitement 
moindre, plie est si extraordinaire que nous nous de- 
mandons de quelle conception et range de la valeur. du 
manage die a bien pu sortir ?

Et maintenant, qu’allez-vous faire ? nous a-t-on 
demande de plusieurs cotes.

L’affaire etant purement can tonale, c’est aux Associa­
tions baloises seules qu’il appartient d’agir, notre 
effort a nous devant.se borner a signaler et a prevenir 
toute tentative d’ordre analogue dans d’autres p,an,tons. 
Et les Associations baloises ne peuvent faire grand 
chose,. Le seul moyen de faire casser la loi serait de la 
porter devant les 61ecteurs; mais le remede ne risque- 
rait-il pas d’etre pire que le mal ? et une foule d’hommes 
qui craignent la concurrence feminine dans d’autres 
professions ne se hatcr.aient-ils pas, " au nom de Tinteret 
de la famille et du foyer,” de soutenir de leur vote la 
decision du Grand Conseil ? Celui-ci ay ant, il .est vrai, 
commis une petite irregularite en votant cette loi nefaste 
en un seul debat contrairement au reglement, l’Associa- 
tion des Institutrices baloises a adresse une demande 
pour que la question flit reprise en second debat, ce qui 
donnerait alors une chance pour. de nouvelles inter- 
ventions. Mais il faudrait pour cela que le Grand Conseil 
reconnut qu’il n’a pas agitres correctement, et, c’est ce 
que personne — ni homme ni femme — n’aime beau- 
coup. a faire !

Notre Cours de Vacances suffragiste de 1922.
Pour la quatrieme fois depuis 1919, une Commission 

de notre Association est a I’ceuvrfe pour organiser un de 
ces Cours de vacances, qui remportent toujours un si 
plein succes. Celui de 1922 aura lieu dans uneides 
regions les plus agrestes et les plus verdoyantes de la 
Suisse, dans le canton d’Appenzell dont les frais paturages 
dominent les rives paisibles du lac de Constance. La 
date sera probablement la dernierc semaine de juillet, 
et les confs et les conferences en francais et en allemand 
porteront sur des questions d ’actuality feministe et 
suffragiste. Toutes celles parmi les-suffragistes d’autres 
pays que ce Cours pourrait tenter, ou a qui un voyage en 
Suisse a ce moment permettrait de combiner une halte 
au milieu de nous dans ce pittoresque pays d’Appenzell 
seront les tres bienvenues. On petit demander tous les 
renseignements a Mlle L. Dutoit, pr^sidente de la Com- 
mission, Tourelles-Mousquines, Lausanne (Suisse).

Emilib Gourd, i
Presidents de VAssociation suisse pour le Suffrage 

fiminin.

Law of 1919, which removed the civil and legal dis- 
abilities of Italian women.The first women lawyers 
and barristers are now practising. There are now 
women engineers. Magistrates on several .occasions 
had to inform married women that they are no longer 
in need of their husband’s permission to dispose of their 
property as they think fit, etc., etc. , For the first time 
the 1 Minister of Education has admittedwomen as 
applicants for the posts of teachers and professors in 
boys’ schools, n

Meantime the Suffrage Societies have kept up their 
work- and even during the difficult time of the elections 
held meetings and did general propaganda work. There 
have also been held several conferences of, women, 
notably that of women doctors, which discussedthe 
treatment of venereal disease. Many women also 
attended a conference on the reform of laws dealing 
with the juvenile delinquent. As a result of this 
conference, a Senator, M. Lusigavli, Prefect of Milan, 
has suggested a project of some kind of electoral rights 
for women in connection . with their surveillance . of 
juvenile delinquents.The scheme is vague and un- 
formulated, but Dr. Ancona promises further news of 
it in a future letter.' ,

February 23, 1922.

We have Manhood Suffrage—and no compulsory 
education. One-third. of our people (about 70,000) are 
totally illiterate ; about one-third more only know 
how to write their signatures.

The existing condition of things calls for the true 
missionary spirit. '

It was only last year that the municipal franchise 
was granted to women, and even now the Act has been 
framed in such a way as to debar us from being elected 
to the Municipal Council. We have only the right to 
vote.

It is impossible for me to find just how many of our 
women voted in our last civic election, which was in 
December, and our first opportunity since the municipal 
right was extended to us.

Being secretary of the ladies’ reading-room, the 
members vested in me the right to vote for our little 
organization, which filled me with a sense of importance 
that I never felt before !

Some time ago, when Mrs. Trounson wrote asking if 
we would join the International Woman Suffrage 
Alliance, our Committee did not seriously consider the 
question, which somewhat disappointed me ; but now 
we 1 all feel that it would be of benefit in many ways ; 
therefore, if you will kindly have all particulars 
forwarded to us, we shall be only too pleased to affiliate 
with your splendid organization,

The American Branch of the Alliance has been most 
generous in gifts of literature, etc., and a few days ago 
Mrs. Gatt wrote inviting me to a Convention of the 
League of Women Voters to be held in Baltimore, 
April 20 to 29, which will include a Pan-American

WE are not a little proud of the appointment of
Anna Bugge-Wicksell as expert in the preparatory 

inquiry being made by the Department of Justice for the 
changing of our laws, which has become necessary with 
respect to the covenant of the League of Nations. 
Readers will remember that Mrs. Wicksell was one of 
Sweden’s official representatives at the meeting of the

SWITZERLAND.

Kl

"

ITALY.
“ NO news, good news," Dr. Ancona tells us in her
-immensely interesting article, is not true of 

Woman Suffrage in Italy. Since the last elections, 
when the extreme Right (the Popular Party and the 
Fascisti), and the extreme Left (Socialists) gained the 
majority in the Italian Chamber, there has been an 
all-round " slump ” in Woman Suffrage. Women them- 
selves are not entirely blameless, for that unhappy state 
of affairs. : During the elections they worked vehemently 
for, the candidates, of the various parties-—without 
asking, anything in return for their services, without 
extracting one single pledge. The natural result is that 
the men—being but human, and politicians—say : 
' ‘ But why give women the vote when we can get all we 
want out of them without giving it ? ”

The same thing has happened—and happens still— 
in practically every country, and . will. continue. to 
happen until women, voteless or enfranchised, demand 
explicit pledges from Parliamentary candidates, and are 
prepared to oppose candidates of their own party who 
will : not; pledge themselves to Suffrage or equality 
reforms, in

However grey the outlook for Suffrage is in Italy, 
Dr. Ancona tells us that there, are spots of rose here 
and there, notably in the increasing good effects of the

OUR Suffrage Movement came into being about two 
years ago. It began with perhaps less, than half 

a dozen enthusiasts, who immediately began to canvass 
the town for signatures to a petition for the same 
political rights for our women as those enjoyed by our 
men. There is no doubt whatever that at least one 
reason for this movement on the part of our . women 
was the political depravity in all our public affairs—a 
condition which seems desperately hopeless, ;

We, feel quite certain, however, if only our. women 
had the franchise and were properly organized to work 
for definite aims, that it would not belong before, a 
change for the better would come about.

As to our methods of propaganda : We contributed 
articles to our daily papers ; we had slides put on the 
movie-picture' screens;; we talked, to each and sundry ; 
we distributed leaflets (kindly donated by the American 
Headquarters of the International Woman Suffrage 
Alliance) all over the island.

Of course, this, after all, only touched the few, but 
we gained ground ; women, and even men, began to be 
interested. To touch the outlying districts of the 
Island we had no means other than through the leaflets 
and petitions to be signed, as we had no funds.

To remedy this state of things, we organized a League 
(of about 100 women), and the small sum obtained in 
this way helped to pay postage and advertisement 
expenses. . As there is great financial distress, labour 
unrest, etc., we are unable to do much towards raising 
a fund. It will tax all the energies of our people to cope 

. with the distress existing here, this winter, and to 
attempt to look for money for any other cause than that 
of charity would at once make our movement unpopular. 
We are merely marking time. Inspiration seems crushed. 
Sheer determination and a high hope carried us on 
until now.

What form our future work in connection with the 
struggle for the franchise will take we do not know. 
Our Bill (which was referred to Select Committee when 
the House adjourned last year) we are convinced will 
not be brought forward again.

We hope to have'Miss Christ itch come to us in 
March on her return from New York to Europe, which 
it is hoped will give us fresh impetus. 1 In order to pay 
expenses we shall organize a few small social functions, 
and have one or two paid lectures. Some of our most 
esteemed men are in sympathy with our cause, and two 

, or three of our clergymen have advocated it from their 
' pulpits..,

At the beginning of 1922 Swiss women have, alas, to 
announce a partial set-back. Basle Grand Council 

has decided that married women teachers must be dismissed. 
The only exceptions are widows or wives living apart from 
their husbands; or any specially valuable teachers. ’ This 
means that all the married women teachers in Basle Canton 
will be thrown out of work at the end of the school year. 
The principal reason given! for this iniquitous decision was 
“ the impossibility of uniting the duties of a wife and 
mother with complete devotion to the teaching profession.'’

How really nauseating are the reasons men give for 
being unjust to women. It would be infinitely preferable 
if they, would frankly state that they dislike and fear us 
as rivals—that they are, as Miss Gourd says’ in her article,", 
jealous of the improved economic position of those households 
where the wife as well as the husband happens to be a > 
wage-earner. One can respect, an ihonestienemy—buti 
not a hypocrite. " ‘

a 
1

INTERNATIONAL WOMAN SUFFRAGE ALLIANCE
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements for the Six Months ended December 31, 1921.

Transfer from General Fund per contra 
Subscriptions .. .. ..
Y.W.C.A. Supplement
Cash Sales .. ..

Total

245 
126

98
2

d.
6

8 O

£471 19 7

Printing 
Salaries.. .
Rent .. ..
Miscellaneous Expenses

£
.. 283
.. 123

52
IO
18

Total

d.
5

• • £471 19 " 7 eur 
legs

7

DISBURSEMENTS.RECEIPTS.

Balance—January i, 1921:
Barclay's Bank, Limited-

Deposit Account .. 1'
Current Account 
Cash in hand ■ .. ■

General Donations
Special Appeal Donations 
Members’ Fees

Less transferred to 
Subscriptions and 
Receipts .. .

Report Receipts
Affiliation Fees. - .. 
Literature Receipts ..
Miscellaneous Receipts
Interest on Deposit Account 

- Total '. . ".

GENERAL,

£ Si d. I £ s. d. .
Transfer to " Jus ” per contra vs -. • .. 245 0 6
Salaries .. .. .. .. • • • • 390 6 8

. ... £200 O O Extra Office Help .. .. .. .. .. 47 11 2

.. .... 113 14 3 Light, Heat and Cleaning .. .. .. .. 15 15 11
..M arms 2 II 8 Rent .. . .. .. .. <• .. . •• 25 0 0

316 5 11 Printing and Stationery .. .. .. .. 35 9 41
429 11 5 I , Office Equipment .. .. .. .. .. 3 19 9

' ( 9 19 16 Telephone, Telegraph and Messengers .. .. 20 13 °i
. £234 .8 3 Postages .. .. .. .. .. •. 25 17 6

" Jus ” Repairs .. .. .. •• .. -. .. 0 12 0
Report . Insurance .. .. .. .. •• •• 1 18 II

... ,82 18 4 Miscellaneous .. .. .. .. .. . • 26 13 2}

151 9 II British Geneva Board Expenses .. .. .. 17 IO 6

3
16 

0 6
Balance - -December 31, 1921 • - v —,— -.-

Barclay’s Bank, Limited, Current
c - 1 , x 6 Account .. .. ’ .. £82 4 6

8 12 o Cash in hand .. .... ' 6 I ' 81
s 2 18 6 -------- 88 6 2}

£944 14 9 Total .. .. .. ■ .. c £944 14 19

CERTIFICATE.

HASKINS & SELLS,
a Certified Public Accountants.

We have audited the Cash Receipts and Disbursements of the International Woman Suffrage Alliance for the Six 
Months ended December 31, 1921, and herebycertify that the above is a correct statement thereof.

LONDON, ' Jahiia^y io, 1922.
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Swiss Summer School.
The Swiss Woman: Suffrage [Association isorganizing 

a summer school in the Canton of Appenzell. It will 
probably be held in the last week of July. Conferences 
on suffrage and feminist questions will be in French and 
German. Suffragists from other countries will be warmly 
welcomed, and all' enquiries1 will be answered by Miss 
Dutoit, Tourelle-Mousquines, Lausanne, Switzerland.
I February 22, 1922. • I

A FURTHER LIST OF FEMINIST 
PAPERS.

BELGIUM.—" Le Feminisme Chretien de Belgique,” 57, Avenue 
Jean Linden, Brussels. " La Femme Belge,” 75, Boulevard 

1 Clovis, Brussels. ’1 '

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
A Bank Run by Women.

( )HIO has opened its first women's' bank, 'intended 
$ specially for women, and manned—as it were—by 

women. It is the Women’s Savings Bank and Loan 
Company, its capital is a million, and its home is 
Cleveland.. Mrs. Flora Haroff Andrews is .the president, 
and Miss Lillian Westropp, its legal adviser, is the 
originator of the idea.'u"

An Important Appointment.
Miss Nellie J. ROCHE is the new Comptrollerof 

Nashville, Tennessee——the first woman in the city’s 
history to hold this, important fiscal position. Formerly 
a teacher, Miss Roche has for, some time been successfully 
engaged in the insurance business. She was an active 
Suffragist, working with the League of Women Voters 
Ratification Committee, and is at present an official of

GERMANY.—" Die Christliche Frau," Bolfortstrasse 
burg । i. Br.

ITALY" Bolletino d’Organizazzione dell’ Unione 
Catholica Italiana,” Via. della Scrofa 70, Rome.

JUGO-SLAVIA—" Zeuske Misao, ” ‘ Kapitol St. 27 
Croatia, i

LUXEMBOURG.
Luxembou rg. 

PORTUGAL.-

Luxemburger Frau,” 6 Avenue

20, Frei-

Feminile

Zagreb,

Peseator,

Alma Feminina,”' Praca dos Restauradores

SPAIN—" Boletin Mensual Accion Catolical de la Mujer,
Plaza del Conde De Barajas, Madrid. " La Mujer Catolica, 

. , Calatrava 2 pral., Valencia. |
SWITZERLAND.—“ Le ’ Travail Feminin,” Pelisserie,

1 Geneva. 1’
[We have received information to the effect that the following 

papers have ceased publication : " La Suffragiste,” " Frauenbe- 
strebungen," " Pax et Libertas.”]

the Tennessee League. 
' January 28, 1922.

Woman Citizen.

MRS. TROUNSONS' MOVEMENTS.
Mrs. Trounson leaves England on March 3. Her 

address up to and including March 12 is General Post 
Office, St. John, New Brunswick, Canada..

Up to and including April 7, care of Messrs. Thomas Cook 
& Sons, 526, St. Catherine Street, West Montreal, Canada.

Thereafter, care of I.W.S.A., 171, 1 Madison Avenue, 
New York. '

She returns to England on May 1.

Officers of the International Woman Suffrage Alliance, elected at the Eighth Congress, Geneva, June 6—12 1920.
President: Carrie Chapman CATT, 404, Riverside Drive, New York, U.S.A.

Ist Vice-President: Marguerite de Witt Schlumberger, 14, Rue 
Pierre ist de Serbie, Paris, France.

2nd Vice-President: Chrystal MACMILLAN, 17, Charlotte Square, 
Edinburgh, Scotland.

yd Vice-President: ANNA LINDEMANN, Degerloch, Stuttgart, Germany.
48h Vice-President: Anna Wicksell, Stocksund, Sweden.
Rec. Secretary : Margery Corbett Ashby, 33, Upper Richmond Road, 

London, S.W. 15, England.

Treasurer: KatherIne Dexter McCormIck, 393, Commonwealth 
Avenue, Boston, Mass, U.S.A.

Eleanor Rathbone, City Council, Liverpool, England.
ANTONIA GIRARDET-VIELLE, 18, Avenue du Leman, Lausanne 

Switzerland.
MargherIta Ancona, 8, Via Morigi, Milano, Italy.
Adele Schreiber- KRIEGER, Ahornallee 50, Charlottenburg, Berlin 

Germany.
Affiliated Countries :—Argentine, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czecho-Slovakia, China, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany Great Britain 

and British Dominions Overseas—viz., Australia, Canada, South Africa,—Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Italy, Netherlands Norway Poland 
Portugal, Roumania, Russia, Serbia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, United States of America, Uruguay. \ ‘

ProvIsional Affiliations : India, Palestine.

By-law of the I.W.S.A. Constitution.
"The International ■ Woman Suffrage Alliance, by mutual consent of its auxiliaries, stands pledged to preserve absolute 

neutrality on all questions that are strictly national."
Headquarters and EDITORIAL OFFICES of the I.W.S. News : n, ADAM STREET, ADELPHI, LONDON, W.C. 

Telegrams: "Vocorajto." Telephone: Regent 4255.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S FRANCHISE CLUB, LTD.,
FOR MEN AND WOMEN.

President: The Right Hon. THE EARL OF LYTTON.
9, GRAFTON ST., PICCADILLY, W. 1. 3032 TkYeaiR.
Subscriptions: London Members, £2. 2«., Country Members, 
£1. 5s., Irish, Scottish, and Foreign Members, 10s. 6d. per annum. 

Entrance Fee, £1. Is.

THE WOMEN'S FREEDOM LEAGUE.
MEETINGS held in the MINERVA CAFE,

144 HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. 1
MONDAY EVENINGS, at 6.30 p.m.

Wed., Mar.
8.15 p.m.

Wed, Mar.

8th,

15th,

Wed., Mar. 22nd,

Wed., Mar. 29th,

Wed., April 5th,

LECTURES.
Subject announced later. Captain ERNEST EVANS, M.P. 

Chairman : Miss VERA S. LAUGHTON, M.B.E.
“On Growing Up." Mr. R. F. CHOLMELEY. Chairman: 

Miss MARGARET A. TUKE, M.A.
" The Basis of Sex-Equality " (Co-Education.) Mr. EDWARD 

CECIL. Chairman: Mrs. T. Dexter.
Subject ' announced later. Mrs. WINTRINGHAM, M.P. 

Chairman :
" Is England on the Decline ? " Mr. JOHN MURRAY, M.P. 

Chairman : Mr. NORMAN Morrison.

Luncheons, TEAS, AND DINNERS.
For full particulars and Syllabus of further Lectures apply Secretary.

THE CATHOLIC CITIZEN
(Organ of the Catholic Women’s Suffrage Society).

PUBLISHED ON THE 15th OF EACH MONTH.
PRICE 2d. (Annual Subscription, post free, 3s.)

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE SOCIETY, 
55, BERNERS STREET, LONDON, W. 1.

March

March

March

6th

13th

20th
E.

“My Experiences as an Election Agent." 
Miss ANNA MUNRO. ,

Members Meeting to Discuss the Conference 
Resolutions.

‘ ‘ The Interests of Women Electors. ’ ‘ 
LESLIE BURGIN, Esq., LL.D.

ADMISSION FREE.

EVERY FRIDAY. ONE PENNY.

THE WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE PAPER.

144, HIGH HOLBORN, W.C. 1.

All communications respecting advertisement* in the I.W.S. NEWS to be addressed to—
The Advertising Manager, Miss F. L. Faller, 99, New Bond Street, London, W. 1. 2a3-laBh9r“e.

Printed by WILLIAMS, LEA & Co., LTD., Clifton House, Worship Street, London, E.C. 2.

NEWS OF THE
YOUNG WOMENS CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD
Published by the Worlds Young Women’s Christian Association 
- 34 Baker Street, London, W. J.

President THE HON. MRS. Waldegrave. General Secretary
Vice-Presidents :

MADAME A. BERTRAND.
Miss MICHI KAWAI. 
FROKEN SIGRID NETZEL. 
LADY PROCTER.

Treasurer

MRS. JAMES A. WEBB, JNR.

YOUNGER GIRLS IN THE 
AMERICAN Y.W.C.A.

AS early as 1881, the Young Women’s/Christian 
Association in the United States was beginning 

definite work with younger girls. “'Little Girls’ 
Christian Association ’ was the comprehensive title 
which a company of children in Oakland, California, 
were pleased to take over 40 years ago. Their desire to 
become an auxiliary of the Oakland Young Women’s 
Christian Association was granted, and though their 
Saturday morning’s meetings did not continue for any 
length of time, nor their charitable exertions in collect­
ing clothes and distributing them to the poor families 
persist until all the deserving and undeserving of the 
town had been freshly clad, yet the children were happy, 
did much good and were overjoyed at the thought of being 
lawfully connected with an international movement.”

A “ Girl’s Branch " of the Poughkeepsie, New York, 
Association was formed March 30, 1886, of girls from 
10 to 16 years of age, and within a year counted no 
members and a secretary of their own. They had raised 
money toward furnishing a reading-room and a game- 
room. They had also a spacious hall for entertainments 
and calisthenics, but were not content with this, and 
found time during the three afternoons of each week 
for cooking and music classes. They chose their own 
members as leaders of their Monday half-hour devotional 
meetings.

Within a few years young girls were in evidence in 
most of the city Associations, sometimes welcome as 
the " women' ot to-morrow,” sometimes unwelcome, and 
in the 90’s, therefore, the Association found it necessary 
to assemble all the junior activities in some form of 
branch organization on the segregation principle.

As the self-governing clubs made their way, young 
girls kept proving their capacity for self-control and 
co-operation. The secretaries themselves then began 
to see that they needed to know more about girls, and 
took the topic of ‘ The Adolescent Girl ” for their 
Minneapolis conference in 1909.. By the time the 
fourth biennial, convention of the National Young 
Women’s Christian Associations was held, in 1913, work 
for younger girls had grown to such an extent that it 
came up for consideration as one of the most important 
matters before the convention. The following excerpt 
from the business of the convention states the matter 
clearly :— .

" Realizing that in proportion as the problems of the 
adolescent girl are solved, problems of later life are 
diminished, and acknowledging that the Association 
is answerable for the debt it owes to the adolescent girl, 
it is recommended :—

" (a) That the name ‘ Junior Department * be 
changed to ' Girls’ Department.’

" (b) That the aim of this Department shall be to 
promote activities of all kinds among girls of all 
classes between 10 and 16 years of age, inclusive.

"(c) That the Girls' Department shall receive the 
same emphasis accorded to the work for young 
women in point of trained secretaries, suitable 
equipment, efficient committee' and the co- 
operation of all departments in the Association. ’ ’

Between the time of the fourth convention and the 
fifth, in 1915, the number of girls’ work secretaries in­
creased from 14 to 54. and the number of Associations 
doing girls’ work from 145 to . 190. . In many new 
places special equipment was provided, and older places 
were remodelled to furnish adequate facilities. The age. 
limit, previously from 10 to 16 years, was changed to 
avoid an artificial cleavage during the school period, 
and girls from 12 to 18 years were included in the ranks 
of the.girls’ department. This extension of the age 
limit naturally led to an increased demand for extension 
of work among high-school girls. Plans were worked 
out for, the joint responsibility of the city and student

Room inspection at a Y.W.C.A. Conference for High-School 
girls. These camps practise as well as preach self-government.

committees in regard to this. Councils and week-end 
conferences for high-school girls had been developed 
during the two years, 1914-1915, just mentioned.

During the years 1908-1914 the National Board had 
made an intensive study of private secondary schools

Mases/
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and public high schools. The result of this was a plan 
known as the Standard Student Club plan, which pro­
vided a programme sufficiently mature for the upper- 
class girls, and, through its plan of organization, was 
found to be successful in many high schools where 
there was no Young Women’s Christian Association in 
the community.

Between the years 1914-1918 there was slow but sure 
growth in local girls’ work all over the country. Various 
club plans were used, among which were such national 
movements ( as' Camp Fire | Girls, Girl Scouts, Girl 
Pioneers, and Hearth Fire Girls. Many others were 
planned which originated among local secretaries. Chief 
among these were Girl Aides, Silver Link and the Rain­
bow Club. This great variety of club plans had its 
disadvantages and its advantages. The obvious dis- 
ad Vantages were lack of unity and lack of standardization. 
The great advantage was the opportunity to learn 
through experimentation and research that the principles 

which the Association has always stood for—i.e., Health, 
Knowledge, Service, Spirit—were fundamental to girls’ 
work, and that power would result from a unified 
programme.

In 1918 the much-desired unity resulted' from the 
devising, and the promotion of a new plan for younger 
girls, called the Girl Reserves. The purpose of this 
movement is to unify all work for younger girls within 
the Young Women’s Christian Association. The Girl 
Reserves are a cross-section of the whole fellowship, a

The hostess at a Girl Reserve party—not the grown-up Adviser, 
but one of the members. The guest wears the Girl Reserve 

badge, a “ G.R.” inside the blue triangle.

movement within the movement of the whole. All 
the resources of the organization, general and specialized, 
lie back of the Girl Reserves and are available for their 
development. It is in no sense a community movement, 
to be developed by individual groups in any community, 
as are the Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls or Woodcraft 
League, nor does it preclude the use of other plans for girls.

" The object of the Girl Reserve movement, in direct 
accordance with the purpose of the Association, is to 
provide or supplement those ideals and convictions 
which help a girl to live as a Christian of her age should, 
and to aid her to put into practice in her community 
her standards of Christian living."

March, 1922.

Coloured Girl Reserves arriving at a Y.W.C.A. building.

There are five programmes designed to reach groups 
of adolescent- girls, grade school, junior high school, 
high school, business college, and younger girls in 
business and industry. Each of these programmes is to 
be adapted to local conditions. The unit of organization 
in work with grade-school girls is a corps made up of 
ten or twenty girls under the direction of a competent 
leader. Two or more corps make up a company. In 
high-school work the group is generally larger, and is 
called a club. In work with younger girls in either 
business or industry, the unit of organization may be 
the corps, the company or the club.

All the corps, companies and clubs in the community 
make up a division. Thus in a given community there 
might be four companies of grade-school girls, two, of 
high-school girls, and two of younger girls in business 
and industry. The Girl Reserve division would be made 
up of all of these. In this way all the work for younger 
girls in an Association is linked together, and the girl, 
passing from grade school to high school or to, work, 
is still part of the same movement.

The Girl Reserve plan may be used in any district, 
county, town or city where there is an organized Young 
Women’s Christian Association, or where,work is being 
carried on under the direction of a field or headquarters 
secretary, who supervises the work done by a group of 
volunteers. In a local centre each club or corps is led 
by a volunteer worker called an Adviser. The group of 
advisers forms the local girls' work committee, and the 
work as a whole makes up the girls’ work department 
under a girls’ work secretary. This committee reports 
to the board of directors through its chairman, who is 
usually a member of the board. Any community or 
organization adopting the Girl Reserve plan must 
recognize it as a distinctively Young Women’s Christian 
Association plan.

THE BRITISH Y.W.C.A. AND 
TRADE UNIONISM.

HE Industrial Law Bureau of the British Y.W.C.A. 
has organized an interesting conference for the 

week-end, March 31-April 3, at the Y.W.C.A. Conference 
estate in Surrey. The subject is " The Ideals of 
Christianity and Trade Unionism," and the speakers and 
chairmen include such well-known women as Miss 
Tuckwell, J.P., Miss Constance Smith (H.M. Deputy 
Chief Inspector of Factories), Miss Madeleine Symons 
(National Union of General Workers), Miss Edith Howse 
(National Union of Post-Office Workers), Miss Street 
(Principal of the Working Women’s College), 1 Miss 
Dingman (Industrial Secretary of the World's Y.W.C.A.), 
In calling this conference the Industrial Law Bureau, 
is carrying out one of the Champery recommendations ; 
and in placing the fee for the whole conference at 
22s. 6d. it is making attendance possible to a wide 
constituency.

WORLD’S Y.W.C.A. SUPPLEMENT

MIGRATION WORK IN CONSTAN­
TINOPLE.

CONSTANTINOPLE has always been a gateway 
between the East and the ■ West, and during the 

last few years a steady stream of Greeks, Armenians 
and Russians has reached Constantinople in the hope 
of migrating to the United States, Mexico or South 
America, where they may find freedom from the 
oppression under which they suffered in their native 
land. In the past, by far the greatest number of 
migrants chose the United States as their “Land of 
Opportunity,” and the reputation of the " open door ” 
is so widespread that, the Y.W.C.A. Migration Secretary 
in,Constantinople has the greatest difficulty in explaining 
the Three . per Cent. Restriction. Law of the United 
States to would-be i emigrants., i The medley of national- 
ties that makes up the population,of the Near East, 
and the recent shifting of the political boundaries, 
have increased the difficulty of complying with the quota 
regulations, for Greeks, Armenians and Syrians born 
in the territory that is now recognized by the United 
States as Turkey are considered .Turkish by birth, 
and must be included in the 653 Turks who are allowed 
to enter the United States during the year. When 
you . add to. these difficulties, the,. extreme. anxiety; of 
the emigrants to sail; and the encouragement to take 
the risk that they receive from the steamship companies, 
it is not surprising that many reach theUnited States 
in excess of the quota, and it is reported that the " Gul 
Dj emal " carried, back 200 Armenians, on one voyage.

Deportation is always a hardship, but to the Armenians 
whose homes have frequently been wrecked, and whose 
relatives 1 and friends have, | been , massacred, , it is a 
tragedy. Unfortunately, the Migration Secretary finds 
it very difficult to get into touch with the deportees 
when they arrive back in Constantinople. The steamers 
rarely come into the dock,., and the travellers arrive in 
small boats in groups of twos or threes, and once they 
are lost in the mysterious city there is little hope of 
tracing them again. Such lists of deportees as can be 
obtained from the steamship companies are incomplete 
and give no addresses. ,

But although migration to the United States is 
suspended for the time being, twenty-two steamship 
lines are still carrying passengers in and out of 
Constantinople. As migration is to many an absolute 
necessity, they will for the present look to South America 
or Mexico for shelter. In the opinion of one of the 
residents, the importance of Constantinople as a port for 
migrants will be, considerably increased during the 
course of the next few years. i Travelling overland 
has become, so ,difficult that the | steamship , Jines will 
probably establish agencies at many of the Black Sea 
ports, and there collect large groups of migrants from 
Roumania and elsewhere, | sending | them | by, means of 
small boats to Constantinople, where they will be 
transferred to transatlantic lines carrying, passengers 
to America. , : a
। In the meantime the slight lull in emigration, caused 
by the filling of the Armenian and Turkish quotas 
has given the new Migration. Secretary time to make a 
slow and thorough study of this complex city—a city 
where Consulates, passport offices and steamship offices 
are manned and managed by, Turks, Greeks, Armenians, 
British, French, Italians, Americans andJews, each 
with his own method and conscious of special prob- 
lems; a city where there is little attempt at civic 
reform and few agencies for the protection of women 
and girls;, where fraud and false information are 
prevalent at every turn,, and where | conditions change 
so quickly that what is true to-day may be false to- 
morrow. Above all, the;.study must be made with a 
“ strictly neutral point of view and the neutral policy 
that excludes interest in any one nationality or race, 
no matter how predominant, how aggressive, how 
appealing in the political plight they find themselves, 
for without a vision. that rides clear above and beyond 
national and racial jealousy and suspicion, and condemns 
dishonest practices or inhuman methods, alike with all
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who resort to them, stressing never strongly enough 
the international spirit, we cannot hope to bring about 
the welfare of migrants in this part of the world.”

Meeting a Boat in Constantinople.
" A cold, wet, raw day finds the Secretary and her 

the 
and

assistant pacing the muddy edge of the quay, in 
company of a collection of freshly landed steers 
sheep that barely leave space' for the crowd of boatmen 
and passengers. ,

“ Meeting a boat begins with telephone -calls asking 
for definite hour of arrival. These calls have been 
going on periodically for three days or more,, as the 
advertised arrival rarely bears any relation to the actual 
arrival. Finally you are assured that the boat is due 
at 9 a.m. A search for information is begun as to the 
exact spot on the quay one may hope to see the arriving 
passengers landed. Information differs. Of the several 
trips from Custom-house to steamship office, from 
office to a nondescript iron gate, through which sheep 
and men alike are emitted, we take a choice at random 
of the locations—each of which is supposed to be the 
only right one—and wait. Boatmen become friendly, 
always too anxious tosecure your patronage by answer 
to a single question. One learns to confine conversation 
to one boatman, to avoid friction when a selection 
is made for a trip to the incoming ship, almost invariably 
unable to dock alongside the quay. Being friendly 
or accepting interesting information from many means 
always a ‘ show-down ’ as to who has a claim tin your 
' honourable selves.’ These native, picturesque beings 
have an uncanny intuition about the illusive incoming 
steamers that are held up without exception at a point 
called ’ control.’ ' There the original inspection by 
Government authorities is made before the passengers 
may be allowed to disembark. Midst, the confusion 
of masts and funnels, and, as if informed by wireless, 
can the friendly boatman turn and tell you the moment 
the steamer has started her course towards the quay. 
The eyes of the ordinary layman cannot detect it, but 
on this' point you are' never misinformed, but the 
information never is forthcoming under an hour’s 
waiting on the water’s edge. With the report of her 
coming through ’ control,’ he quite as miraculously 
gives the authentic word as to whether she will dock at 
the quay, or dump her passengers and their luggage into 
the small boats that are ever ready to go out to meet 
her. Puzzled as to whether you will meet your travellers 
bywaiting on the quay or in a mad1 race to be' first 
on the ship after the ladder is lowered, you finally 
choose the latter course and drop three feet below 
into a boat. While you pull your cape more closely 
about you, the stalwart oarsman pulls straight for the 
ship steaming towards you. ’ They seem to di vine the 
exact spot anchor will be dropped, and you find yourself 
in a nest of small boats with shouting, gesticulating 
boatmen, each crowding and shifting for the best place 
alongside the ship. Some of the men leap from one to 
another (under wildly shouted abuse), and by pulley 
or rope climb monkey-fashion to the deck. Another 
long wait while the weary-looking migrants, surrounded 
with household goodsoften baled up in Oriental rugs, 
hang over the railing of the lower decks. Many of 
them improve the moments and quicken the long-drawn- 
out process of disembarking, by bargaining with the 
boatmen alongside, and then household goods and 
personal baggage, of most startling shape arid size, 
comes swinging out over the rail, and is let down by a 
rope into the craft whose oarsman has made the best 
bargain. The permit is finally brought by launch 
from the authorities, sitting, no doubt, leisurely in 
offices ashore, and the ship's ladder is lowered. You 
scramble aboard quickly if your boatman has been 
sufficiently aggressive. An officer helps you to find a 
Y.W.C.A. girl he knows is aboard. She is found and 
led out of the hold, piled thick with sick-looking baggage 
and sicker-looking passengers, 1 who have ' travelled 
for eight or nine winter days with ’ no ‘ accommodation 
other than the deck or that unventilated, stinking hole. 
Most of them are not only emigrants, but refugees,

PI 
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each woman with children. Every young girl is 
hunted up and asked if she is being met by family or 
relatives. The address of the Bureau is given, service 
rendered in whatever way, necessary, and then you 
return to your little boat and row back to find a fiesh 
deposit of cattle at the point which you left. You 
started at 9 a.m., and you are back at 12.30. One 
morning, gone and the time' of two people, to meet, it 
may be, but one traveller."

(Compiled from reports of the Migration Secretary at 
Constantinople.)

IL Y A UN PAYS AU MONDE QUI 
S’APPELLE LA BULGARIE.

‘UNION des diverses classes de la societe est la plus 
possible en Bulgarie, le pays democratique par excel- 

lence. Je ne sais s’il y a au monde un pays ou la 
jeunesse travaille aussi serieusement qu’en Bulgarie. 
L’universite est pleine de jeunes (Illes et de jeunes gens 
tous avides de savoir. 11 n‘y a pas un ouvrage litteraire 
qui parait au monde sans etre immediatement traduit 
en bulgare. les traductions paraissent dans des editions 
ires .staples pour que chacun les puisse acheter. Dans 
plusieurs pays, et entre autres 1’Italic,, j’ai cherche, en 
vain, ce que j ’avais Ju eri Bulgarie.
" Vous n’avez pas assez de vos oeuvres, .c’est pour cela 
que vous Hsez les litteratures etrang^re^,” me dit-on 
souvent. “ On a peut-etre raison, mais cela n’enleve 
guere le merite aux Bulgares de chercher et de savoir 
choisir."

Le Bulgare est intelligent, pose, serieux, laborieux, 
patient, enfergique, raisonnable, mais aussi un grand 
idealiste; different du Russe pourtant. Je n'ai jamais 
entendu, en Bulgarie,, une conversation entre jeunesgen?, 
qui n’eut un sujet serieux, litteraire, scientifique ou 
politique. S’il y a une marque distinctive de la jeunesse 
de ce pays, ce n'est surement pas la coquetterie, mais 
une simplieite jus.qu’a la nonchalance., ils sont eleves 
de Tolstoi, de Gorki, de Schopenhauer, de Nitche, de 
Pschibichevsky, etc....

Jeunes encore et deja hommes dans leur raisonnement, 
auster.es, traitant de tout en mirant toujours I’ideal. ils 
ne sont. pas encore gatcs^ ils sont sains.. Les Bulgares 
sont de vrais Slaves.’Ila, la femme est a la hauteur de 
l'homme, elle est traifte en vraie camarade. Les femmes 
en Bulgarie sont treg au courant de la politique, elles 
en causent meme avec beaucoup de competence.

Dix annees de guerres cdrisecutives ont bien eprouve 
le pays: les enfants y sont devenus des vieillards. 
Aujourd’hui, le peuple est plus uni que jamais. Pour 
sortir de la situation impossible qu’acree le traite de 
la paix, le gouvernement ultrademocratique, forme 
uniquement des agriculteurs, a propose une loi etrange, 
mais necessaire, intitule: "Loi sur I'obligation du 
travail." La Bulgarie apres ces guerres etait bien ravagee. 
Il fallait absolument la restaurcr. Le gouvernement 
manquait de finances;. comment faire ? Il fit appel a 
ses fils: que chacun donne un peu de ses forces, ce 
qu’il peut: et la loi naquit. Tous les citoyens bulgares, 
les hommes a partir de 20 ans, les femmes de 18 ans, 
sont soumis a la loi du travail, c‘est-a-dire au travail 
social obligatoire. Cette loi a pour but’:

1) d’utiliser et organiser, en faveur de la societe la 
force laboratrice du pays;

2) de de velopper dans les citoyens, indeperidamment 
de leur condition sociale, l’amour pour le travail dans 
linteret de la societe (l’amour pour le travail physique) ;

3) ' de. sonic ver la condition morale et economique du 
peuple, cultivant en chaque citoyen la conscience du 
devoir envers lui-meme et envers la societe, l’adaptant 
au travail de toute espece de productions nationales.

Construire des chaussees, des chemins de fer, des 
canaux, des aqueducs, des maisons, mettre sous plans 
des villages, des campagnes, des villes, ameliorer des 
epurs d’eau, corriger des lits de fleuves, assainir des 
paludes, installer des lignes telegraphiques, telepho- 
niques, preparer des . materiaux pour construction, 
exploiter des forets, trailer et ameliorer des biens de 

1’Ji tat, des provinces et des communes, etc.... cultiver 
des jardins, des vergers, des potagers, elever des vers a. 
soie, des abeilles et tous genres d’animaux, utiliser la 
peche, exploiter les mines, les fabriques, preparer des 
conserves/ des produits alimentaires, fabriquer des 
etoffes et confectionner. Tous ces travaux seront exe- 
cutes sous le controls des ministeres respectifs, com- 
petents, sous leurs egide et responsabilite.

C’est obligatoire pour chacun ; on n'admet aucune 
substitution, sous peine de punition grave. Ce travail 
dure 16 mois pour les hommes et 8 mois pour les femmes. 
C’est grace a cette loi, enfin, que la Bulgarie, l’annee 
passee, a fait une economic de 380,000,000 de leva. 
Pour que cette obligation devienne une habitude, deja 
dans les ecoles les enfants commencent a donner quelques 
heures pour la societe. Huit jours avaht le commence­
ment des classes; les enfants travaillent dans la cour, 
dans le jardin de I’ecole, d^racinant les mauvaises herbes, 
plantant, arrosant... on forme les chemins, les sentiers, 
on arrange la cloture ; les plus grands s'occupent meme 
a ajuster certains degats dans les locaux de I’ecole. Ce 
sont des cris, des rires; il y a uli grand entrain, touted 
ces petites ames s'efforcent a faire chacune.ee qu'elle 
peut ;' elles font tout heureuses tear devoir.

Je suis convaincue’que la'guerre a speciaKmeni 
facilite l’union, la fusion entre les intellectuels et les 
simples, e’est-a^dire qu’aujourd’hui cette union eSt 
plus realisable. Dans les tranchees, sur le champ de 
bataille, le richc etait a cote du pauvre, l’intellectuel a 
cot6 du -rustre, egaux sous l’uniforme du soldat ils se 
sont vraiment senti freres; mais a present il reste a 
abolir a jamais les trancheeset les frontieres et alors, 
tous ces hommes, separes par des'chiffons de couleurs, 
se meleront pour s’entr ‘aider et non plus pour s’exter-
miner. Mena Nicolova UNTERBERG.

Miss REYNOLDS, FIRST GENERAL 
SECRETARY OF THE WORLD’S

MISS ANNIE REYNOLDS was born in Chatauqua
County, New York, and was educated at Wellesley 

College and in Europe, where she perfected her knowledge 
of French, German and Italian. 'Her knowledge of the 
Y.W.C.A. was gained in two very different parts of the 
United States—in' New York City and in Iowa,—but 
her fine personality found its fullest scope when she was 
called to London to become the first General Secretary 
of the newly formed World’s Y.W.C.A. In 1892 the 
first informal conference was held' of representatives 
from eight countries in which ‘Associations had grown 
up, and in 1894 the first Executive Committee meeting 
of the World's Y.W.C.A. was held. In the intervening 
two1 years a small committee had been at work drawing 
up a constitution which guaranteed national autonomy 
whilelinking up established organizations in such a way 
that they could work jointly, through their Executive 
Committee, to strengthen scattered Associations and to 
develop work in countries where there seemed a need 
for it.

When ’ Miss Reynolds returned to her home in the 
United States' in 1904, the little room of the first few 
months had expanded into an office, her successor was 
supported by a corresponding secretary, and the member­
ship had so increased that two formal World's Y.W.C.A. 
conferences had been necessary. In these days of 
internationalism as a matter of course, the vision and 
the courage that made this embryo women’s league of 
nations possible is not as outstanding as in the days 
when Miss Reynolds wrote in one of her reports : “ We 
have come to speak glibly of sanctified common sense, 
but a sanctified broad-minded recognition of different 
points of view is equally desirable." Miss Reynolds was 
fortunate in her Committee, but its members 1 and the 
Associations in every' country were equally fortunate to 
have a pioneer worker of such high spirit, unquenchable 
charity and selfless devotion. The news of her death in 
February last has revealed the fact that her spirit lives 
yet in the work that owes her so great a debt.
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TO THE WOMEN OF THE AMERICAS.
“ I have called a New World into being to redress the balance

of the: Old."—CANNING. . '

IN this number we convey on behalf of the women of 
the Old World a fervent greeting to the women of 

the New, gathered together in conference at Baltimore;
We print below many messages showing the hope and 

faith that the women of Europe feel in the North 
American vanguard and in the yet untried energy of the 
women of Latin-America, who are so eagerly pressing 
forward to take their place among the freed women of 
the world. May the Congress give them vital help in 
their march to Victory ! ’

To those who have partly won their battle; as to 
those who are still in the thick of the fight, we know that 
the • knowledge of conditions elsewhere, the vision of 
what the woman’s movement stands for far and wide, 
and the joyous realization of a common goal must needs 
be an inspiration. We therefore confidently appeal to 
each delegate and to each visitor to the Congress to 
become a member of the International Woman Suffrage 
Alliance and a subscriber to the INTERNATIONAL Woman 
Suffrage News? (1

We feel sure that it needs no appeal from us to secure 
whole-hearted support from all thinking women for the 
great object of the Alliance: to abolish for ever all 
artificial distinctions between the sexes—that disturbance
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of the social life of mankind that has from the dawn of 
history been productive of so much useless waste of life, 
so much misery,, so much degradation.

Let me quote to you from the resolutions passed at the 
last Congress of the Alliance held in Geneva in 1920 :—
Political Rights.

.“That the suffrage be granted to women, and their 
equal status with men upon legislative and administrative 
bodies, both national and international, be recognized.” 
Personal Rights.

" That women, equally with men, should have the 
protection of the law against slavery such as still exists 
in some parts of Eastern Europe, Asia, and Africa.”

That a married woman should have the same right 
to retain or change her nationality as a man.”

"That the married mother should have the same 
rights over her children as the father.” ,

Educational and Economic Rights. '
" That all opportunities of education, general, pro- 

fessional, and technical, should be open to both sexes.”
“That women should have the same opportunity as 

men for training and for entering industries, professions; 
civil service, and all administrative and judicial 
functions.”


