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SHOULD COMMUNISTS PARTICIPATE IN REACTIONARY

TRADE UNIONS?
By N. LENIN.

The German “ Lefts ” (Communis-
I iche Arbeiter Partei), after having 
considered this question, have defin- 
itely rejected the proposition of par- 
ticipation in reactionary Trade Union 
activities. They consider that mere 
denunciation and declamation aga nst 
the reactionary, counter-revolutionary 
unions is sufficient. The barrenness 
and futility of such participation by 
" revolutionary ” Communists in yel- 
low, social patriotic, react onary and 
counter-revolutionary Tra le Unions 
of Legion and Co., is emphasised by 
the “Left " Communist leader Horn- 
or more than by others.

Notwithstanding the certainty of 
the German " Lefts " that such tac- 
ties are revolutionary, they are, in 
reality, fundamentally erroneous and 
consist of but hollow phrases. In or- 
der to clarify this issue, I will take 
examples from our own experiences.

The general plan- of this article 
aims to adapt that part of our Rus- 
stun experience which can be profit
ably applied to Western Europe and 
which is unavoidably in keeping 
with the history and contemporary 
1 ctics of Bolshevism.

The inter-relations of leaders, parties, 
class, and mass, and the relations of the 
Dictatorship of the Proletariat and the 
CommunistParty to the Trade Unions is re- 
presented in Russia, at the present time, 
concretely in the following form. The Pro
letarian Dictatorship is realised through the 
Communist Party (Bolsheviki), which 
counts in its ranks 611,000 members accord- 
ing to the latest reports of the ninth con- 
vention of the Party, held in April, 1921. 
Before and after the November Revolution 
the membership fluctuated, and was much 
smaller even during 1918 and 1919. We 
fear the abnormal increase of the Party, 
for political and intellectual adventurers— 
who usually deserve to be shot—naturally 
attempt to insinuate, themselves into the 
Party by cajolery and chicanery. The last 
time that we threw the doors of the Party 
wide open to the workingmen and peasants 
was in the winter of 1918, when Yudenitch 
was a few miles from Petrograd and Deni- 
kin reached Orel- 350 versts from Moscow 
—that is when the Soviet Republic was 
menaced on all sides and in deadly danger. 
In these dark days, the careerists and other 
unreliable elements, did not join the Party 
I ■' cause, instead of receiving responsible and 
remunerative positions, they would expect 
to be sent to the gallows and tortured by 
counter-revolutionists.

The Communist Party meets annually in 
convention and is represented by one dele- 
gate for each 1,000 members. It is headed 
by a Central Committee elected at the Con- 
vention and consisting of nineteen members, 
while the current work is conducted by a 
still smaller group at Moscow—the Colle-
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gium—called the Organisation and Political 
Bureaux, consistingof five members each, 
who are in turn elected by the plenary ses- 
sion of the C.E.C. No important political 
or organisation question is decided by any 
State institution of the Soviet ' Republic 
without the sanction of the C.E.C. of the 
Communist Party.

The Party in its work is directly sup
ported by the Trade Unions which now 
count in their ranks, according to reports 
from their convention in April, 1920, over 
four million members, and which are notni- 
nally independent of the Party. (Ed. note. 
The Russian Trade Unions, according to 
latest reports in Izvestia, now number over 
five million members.) As a matter of fact, 
all the executive bodies of the vast majority 
of the Trade Unions, and of the All-Russian 
Central Council of Trade Unions, are com- 
posed of Communist Party members who 
carry out all the instructions of the Party.

By this means, the Party maintains 
close contact with the working-class and the 
masses, and out of nominally non-Commun- 
ist and flexible machinery is developed a 
broad and mighty proletarian apparatus 
through which, under the leadership and 
direction of the Communist Party, is rea- 
lised the Dictatorship of the working-class.

Without maintaining this close contact 
with the Trade Unions, without their active 
support, without their self-sacrifice and 
work, not only in the industries and econo- 
mic reconstruction, but upon the military 
field it would be impossible to realise the

Proletarian-Dictatorship or to govern 
the country, not only for two and one- 
half years, but for two and one-half 
months.
It is obvious that in order to 

bring about this close contact with 
the Trade Unions and the masses, 
very arduous and intricate work of 
propaganda and agitation is neces
sary. Frequent and timely confer- 
ences with leading officials are neces
sary, not only in connection with dir
ecting the masses, but also to keep 
in touch with every influential and 
active man in all the Trade Unions. 
It also means a decisive conflict with 
the Mensheviki, who even now 
though small in number exercise a 
certain influence. Their adherents 
are taught to use various methods 
of counter-revolutionary trickery— 
beginning with the ideological defence 

of bourgeois democracy; the preach- 
ing of “ independence ” of the Trade 
Unions, i.e. making the unions inde- ■ 
pendent of proletarian State power: 
culminating in sabotage and the des- 
truction of proletarian discipline, etc.

We do not consider that junc- 
ture with the masses . through 
Trade Unions in itself sufficient. 
Conferences of working men and 

peasants who have no: political affiliation 
were created during the progress of the Re- 
volution which the Communists seek to sup- 
port, broaden, and develop into institutions 
through which we can keep in touch and un- 
derstand the masses, answer their inquiries 
and develop from out of their ranks men 
fitted for government posts, etc.

The People’s Commissariat of State Con- 
tool was recently reorganised by decree into 
the Workers’ and Peasants’ Bureaux of in- 
speetion to which the conferences of non 
partisan workers and peasants were invited 
to send delegates to participate in the elec
tions of members to the State control com? 
mission, created for the purpose of control- 
ling the different departments.

It must be understood that the work of 
the Party is carried on through the Soviets, 
which unite all working masses, regardless 
of distinctions in trades or industries. The 
county conventions of Soviets are democratic 
institutions such as even the best bourgeois 
parliamentary democracies have never con- 
ceived—and through these Soviets, which are 
kept under the Vigilance of the Party, and 
by assigning class-conscious workers to all 
village posts, achieves for the proletariat the 
leading role in their relation to the peasan- 
tra and realises the dictatorship of the city 
proletariat through the constant conflict for 
the suppression of the rich, exploiting, spe
culating bourgeois peasantry

All this is the general mechanism of the 
Proletarian State Power as examined by 
the leaders from the point of view of the 
practical realisation of the dictatorship. We 
trust that the reader will understand that 
the Russian Bolsheviki were familiar with 
this mechanism and watched it develop.
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It may be fashionable to be unemployed, but 
it is damned uncomfortable (I’m not referring, 
ye ken, to the discomforts of Park Lane idlers, 
or the Rotten Set who equestrate on Rotten 
Row!). It's becoming quite in the fashion, too, 
to write learnedly about the unemployed prob
lem. People are sitting up and taking notice of 
us, and the air is schemeful. One wonders, 
though, how many of those fashionable writers 
in the respectable " rags ” have personally ex
perienced real " down-and-outedness," with 
flopperty feet, frigid spines, and cavernous 

bellies!
The writers offer suggestions galore, ranging 

from viewpoints conventionally classified as Con- 
se-vative, Liberal and Labour; but they have, all 
of them, a common ring ; and Communists can 
only classify them under one Conservative head- 
ing, because all their proposals are for the 
conservation of capitalistic constitutionalism (ig 
words these, eh?—they imply big barriers 
against our liberty, Henry, boy). Articles by 
starving ‘ plebs,” with their suggestions, are 
conspicuous by their absense, because, for one 
reason, the hungry are mind-weary with worry.

The daring " Daily Herald.
What are we advised to do? Well, firstupon 

the daring list is the Herald , proposal : bet 
fee to the Guardians," which would have 

meant • Christmas in the Workhouse- Sure: 
that would have made the 1 owers that buzz as the 

send forth hones doles. Already, vsattemph at alleviation are in progress. West Ham 
Guardians grant £20,000 a week in outdoor 
relief; Bethnal Green, for one Christmassy day 
Alone, distributed food worth £1,100, with toys 
for the kiddies included, cmongst 1.400 people 
—just a smell each. At the Guildhall on Thurs- 
<lav last 1,200 kiddies ate a mid-day meal, free 
and for nothing, after which they were guyen 

-food for thought in the shape of copies of the 
Gospel, from the Scripture Gift Mission, paid for 
by wealthy idlers, who pretend to follow Christ, 
with money filched from the workers: 
wonder they tell us: " Jesus wept: )

The Builders’ Union.
And what is our God-Almighty. Trade. Union 

movement doing ? Good God! Nothing' . Ah! 
wait The Builders' Union are considering a 
dilution scheme advanced by the Government, 
whilst the National Building Employers Federa- 
lion has already discussed, and expressed dis- 
agreement with the idea, though it seems, 
they are only childishly sore because the scheme 
would be a dole for Trade Unionism, and they 
are never given a dole (boo hoo!) when building 
guilds are formed, because the latter take on the 
function of employers. However, if they re- 
tain the • responsibilities ’ of employers, 
meaning of course, actually boss and bamboozle, 
pulverise the brains, and profiteer over the Pro, 
ducts of labour—“they will not object to them. 
And the Scheme? It is the outcome of a govern- 
mental Committee. Last August this Committee 
was formed, to go into the question of devising 
plans to meet the possible increase of un- 
employment. The results of their mighty think- 
ing was first announced in the Gas House, on 
October 19th. Since then, negotiations have 
been going on between the Building Trade 
Union and this Committee, for the purpose of 
having large bodies of ex-Service men taken into 
the Unions, in order, ostensibly, to " ginger 
up » the building of houses; and also many road- 
making schemes were afoot.You know the 
details, I take it, therefore, we’ll not mutually 
bore one another with them. The authorities 
want to bribe the Builders’ Union into absorbing 
50,000 men; the scheme also providing for a 
modicum of training in the art of putting mortar 
between bricks. It’s not my purpose as a 
Communist to tell Union officialdom what to 
do. No doubt they’ll find some method, com- 
forcing both to themselves and the Government, 
which will get them a good name in the capitalist 
press, which will help to consolidate a tottering 
system! So far, there’s nothing definite been 
done. There are committees meeting, and their 
deliberations are long and gaseous. If we are

SCHEMES FOR STARVING SLAVES, 
By C. B. JIMACK-WARWICK.

to presume the 50,000 ex-heroes are all able- 
bodied (and they need to be, for building work 
and road-making), what is t become of the - 
rest—the C 3‘s, the nervy, the limb-twisted, and 
the ear-shattered, etc., etc.? And being on 
• short commons " for months isn’t going to 
keep the able-bodied out of the tendency towards 
C 3!

Go to the Holy Land.
Well, let us not be captious in our criticism! 

There’s only one million devoid of exploiters 
(making over three million directly involved in 
God’s good plan for proletarian poverty.), and 
out of that lot, we will agree that we have 
accounted for 50,000. Now, here’s something 
further. Do you want to go to the Holy City? 
Well, here’s your chance. Jerusalem wants a 
thousand workers. It’s right, because I read it 
on the last day of the hoary old year in the 
Daily Herald. And then Georgie, the Good 
Samaritan has (or had up to last Wednesday 
week, according to The Times), a beautiful 
scheme whereby ex-heroes could be bundled of 
to the Colonies. It’s no use saying the Colonies 
have their own acute. unemployed problem (take 
Canada; one town, Toronto, which has a popula
tion of 500,000, has 27,000 unemployed, and is 
giving thousands of free meals daily to pacify 
the troubled waters). The unemployed problem 
is an international problem ; it is ever-present as 
a natural effect of the Capitalist System ; it is 
more acute in the hflermath of tear; we have 
therefore, the Great War to thank, and its 
capitalist creators, for the train of bloodless 
poverty everywhere, and horrible disease ram
pant in Europe, and------- (Oh ! let us be contrite 
in soul, and love our enemies; for the more we 
love them, the more easily can they diddle us!).'

The hellish aftermath, fellow-workers, with 
our bairns starving, our love companions growing 
prematurely old in our colossal misery (the old 
folks are pensioned : ah! don't tell me that-!); 
yet the War Bugs are planning more blood- 
feasts. Have you read the Army and Navy Es- 
ti mates that the Great Powers have lately issued ?

On December 21st, Vickers, Limited, pub- 
lished their Company Report. This showed a 
balance sheet of £42,500,000 for the period be- 

tween 1916 to 1919. This octopus firm or 
combine, is interested in the manufacture of 
various things, but a very great part of their 
concern is that of armaments. The report, 
lamented losses consequent upon labour disturb- 
ances, such as strikes, etc., nevertheless, the 
President of the Company, Mr. Douglas Vickers, 
M.P., said: " We have, however, good hopes 
for next year . . . partly because of the order for 
armour plates placed with us by the Japanese 
Government. ” ।

Japan is Arming.
The latest national estimates from Japan, ere 

as follows:—
£39,450,000 is to be expended on the Army 

and £74.700,000 on the Navy, an increase on the 

two, above previous estimates, of £26,250,000, 
which the Daily Chronicle points out as a fact 
about the Peril from I he East. Yet, here we see 
our good Christian politicians out to make money 
from that Peril !.

The same representative of capitalist blight 
stated that " the Government have intimated 
that we should maintain the plant for eventual 
use."

* The * plant ” is for the construction of 
articles of destruction, of course; and you will 
have read that Sir William Beardmore, a director 
of this virtuous Vickers Company, has been in
cluded in what is termed the New Year's 
Honours List, has been made a Baron, in fact; 
so they are well represented with “ Pillarsof 
Society ! ’ 3

The capitalist hope that the problem may be 
a blessing in disguise to them, and instead of 
trending towards revolution, will lead to greater 
prefits, as a result of forcing down wages.

Sweating by Fashionable Kensington.
Kensington Borough Council is going in for 

road-repairing; and proposes to give the work 
to some of the work less, and in consideration of 
the fact that the men to be employed would be 
inexperienced, the rate to be paid will be 1 /6 per 
hour, thichis less than the Trade Union rate. 
Another Council, at Foleshill, Coventry, have 
been paying 1/-an hour for work nominally 
charged at 2/1 ; they have beeri found out and 
are penitent. Farm workers in Essex are being 
given the "* order of the boot,' on the plea that 
they are getting ‘" too high ‘‘ a wage. They 
get, or rather got, 46/6 per week. That’s 
much too high, of course! (Did you have 
dinner on New Year's eve at the Hotel Picca
dilly, Henry? Very cheap, what ? Only two 
guineas per head 1).

Now, the Council of Inaction, having been 
silent for so long (one thought they were as 
bears, hibernating through the winter!), is 
saying: " Look at me, admire me, I am the 
Great I Am. 1 will solve your unemployed 
problem!''

On Wednesday last, I he- National Council me 
in conference with the Labour Party, to discuss 
the problem. What omentous decisions di 
the arrive at? They decided to consult repre 
sentatives of the unemployed in greater Londor 
“to consider ” what steps, etc. etc. This 
suggestion is again to be considered .by the 
London Council. They propose the arranging 
of further demonstrations and “ joint action. 
The Council are always good on the .action: th 
action of sleepfulness. Beyond committee meet 
ings, • resolutions and demonstrations, nothing 

-really effective can be done. Their componi iil 
do nol hale the System enough to work again! 
it slraighlforwardly.

The only brilliant suggestions coming iron 
recent Labour Party deliberations are simpl 
dolish, maintainance urges, which no capilalis 
Government need fear.

Our Proposals.
After all this criticism, what would, or should 

a Communist propose?
The Italian Shop Steward . Movement ha 

put a stop to further dismissals, by threatening 
to take over the factories ; and they^ are capabl 

. of carfying out their threats. They do not sto 
at threats. That is the only revolutionary pro 
posal we can offer. The workers who are work 
ing must recognise solidarity of class-interest i 
directly acling with those now workless, agains 
the system their slavishness and starvation a 
jointly a natural effect of. The unemployed ca 
do nothing vital to change their rotten conditiol 
of our rotten system to one where all have th 
right to live health ily, as well as the right 1 
work; unless they make common understandin 
of their fullest class-needs with those still bein 
exploited. Trade Unionscannot help; Labou 
Parties, Parliaments, and so-called Councils ( 
Action are but useless barriersfronting vita 
movement if u'e turn our attentinri in their dire( 
lion. We mayhave our unemployed councils an 
our workshop councils, but it is better that " 
should ail be organised on a classbasis in •to.orli^ 

councils, with boss-owned and boss-starved in 
common bond, planning, carefully organising, 
and carefully acting when the time comes. The 
time is not yet, but only because we-are ignorant 
of the. causes, and also our impregnable inighLi^ 
less. We must be ready to follow Italy ; we must 
prevent further dismissals from the factories; 
we must maintain our comrades who are starving 
in the streets, by refusing to pay house-rent and 
rates; for instance, well organised, such resist- 
ance would be most fruitful. We would only have 
to say : " We give our rent to a fund to feed 
people who are starving. . to. elicit public 
s) mpathy.. ‘

When we have got lo such a position that we 
do recognise mutually our. class respoiisibility 
towards one another, we shall be strong enough 
in understanding, and vitally organised enough 
Io seise the factories, tor/shops, etc.; and, 
guarding well our seizures, run industry socially 
jar the social welfdre. But, make no mistake 
about it, the time is not ripe, and we are weak, 
because we are ignorant.

“ BORING FROM WITHIN.”
• AN AMERICAN CRITTCISAL.

Reading through the Workers’ Press, one is 
struck by the rejuvenating discussions now tak- 
ing place, orginated by articles written by 
Comrade Lenin. It is a sign of healthiness and 
virility. Whilst it is beyond discussion that 
the working class must be united in action, it: 
is equally plain and important that lief pre action, 
discussions, exchange of views, and friendly 
criticisms should take place, both for educa- 
tional and tactical purposes.

On the question of Trade Unionism, Lenin's 
view is that it is the duty of Communists to 
remain in the old and generally conservative 
inions, “boring from within.

In the industrial field, this question is parallel 
to that of the" political'' one, in England, of 
j ining the Labour Party.

The time is not far distant when, with the 
growth of a united Party, this question will be 
the predominant one.

Lenin pleads for and shows the necessity for 
the close co-operation between the Party and 
the Unions.

The Workers’ International Industrial Union, 
in America, claims to bethe real exponent of the 
views of the Third International.

Three years after its inception, in 1908, the 2 
I.W.W. repudiated political action, and the 
W.I.I.U. was formed to carry on the work of 
the original founder of that movement, favour- 
ing political action.

On this point, the W.I.I.U. declares:— ■
"* Betweent the two classes, a struggle 

must go on until the toilers come together on 
the political field under the banner of a distinct 
revolutionary political party, governed by the 
workers' class interests.
Nevertheless, the W.I.I.U. take an opposite 

point of view, on the question of Trade Unions, 
to that of Lenin's.

The Industrial Union News says:—
‘ “ In the work in America, to transform and 

reorganise the Trade Unions into a Socialist 
Industrial Union movement, the W.I.I.U. is 
I he base of-operations, the central point 
around which the forces of the new movement 
gather. X

": Without this organised force, it is im- 
possible to conceive how that work could be 
carried on effectively. No individuals in the 
A.F. of L. would have the resources neces- 
sary for the gathering of the facts, printing 
and circulating of literature, and freedom of 
work. Lenin would have us abandon our base 
of operations, abandon our battering ram, 
and go into the enemy’s camp to be thrown 
out, withno bridges behind us."
It is an error to believe that the American 

Federation or Labour and the other Trade 
I nions of like character represent the mass of 
the American workers. The great mass of the 
American workers are totally unorganised. Tri 
a nation of 105,000.000 people, the A.F. of L., 
at the close of 1919, had 4,056,112 members, 
of which total, 360,000 are Canadians and should 
be deducted. Granted that the A.F. of L. has 
four million and a half at the close of 1920.

That is a small fraction of the American working 
class. The American working class constitutes 
more than 65 per cent, of the whole population.

The 1910 census lists 38 million persons in 
gainful occupation in the United States. For 
1920, we should add 14.9 per cent, increase in 
population. This would give us about 42 mil
lions in gainful occupations in 1919. Sub- 
tracting about seven million capitalists, farm 
owners and professional men, we would have 
about 35 million wage workers in the United 
States in 1919. The five million members in 
the reactionary Trade Unions are thus only one- 
seventh of the mass of proletarians in the United 
States.

The A.F. of L. was fostered by Andrew. 
Carnegie and the United Mine Workers of 
America was controlled through the fakirs by 
the capitalist leader and politician, Marc Hanna. 
Having received the. recognition of the Union, 
the Labour lieutenant does not care, but rather 
discourages the membership from attending the - 
Union meetings. He lets the capitalist collect 
his salary funds, as for instance, the “ check 
off system ' in the United Mine. Workers, 
where the mine owners act as the financial sec
retaries of the Union, making unnecessary even, 
the issuance of Union membership cards.

A number of Unions have withdrawn from 
the A.F. of L., in order to escape the intolerable 
reaction and machine control exercised by the 
Trade Unions.

The United Automobile, Aircraft, and 
Vehicle Workers, the United Shoe Workers of 
America, The Amalgamated Clothing Workers, 
The Amalgamated Textile Workers, The Amal
gamated -Metal Workers, The Shoe Workers’ 
Protective Union of Haverhill, The United Car- 
penters. The Foodstuff Workers’ Federation of 
New York and vicinity, The One Big Union in 
Canada, and now last, the United Association of 
Railway Employees of America, born out of the 
switchmen's strike, all have come out the A.F. 
of L. Together, these Unions represent over 
half a million members. This movement is> 
only now getting momentum. They bear 
witness to the revolt against the A.F. of L., 
and to the impossibility to achieve in the 
A.F. of L. even the small modicum of radicalism 
and industrial organisation desired by these 
Unions. These Unions grew out of the struggle 
to expel the corrupt leaders.

The old leaders were in most cases found to 
be so well backed up by the Gompers machine, 
that the membership had to get out of the 
A.F. of L. and organise on the outside. That 
is the outstanding fact of the experience of the 
last twenty-five years in the American Labour 
movement.

WHAT “THE TIMES” SAYS.
Under the heading of "' The Revolutionary 

Movement,” Dr. A Shadwell has a series of 
rather well-informed, although, in the main, 
strongly biassed articles in The Times.

Speaking of the Communist Movement and 
of its leaders, he says:—

" Publicity rather than secrecy is the mark 
of this movement as a whole. Its leaders are 
essentially propagandists, profoundly con- 
vinced of their own righteousness and of the 
strength of the arguments which they cease
lessly press upon the clients they hope to 
make. Their papers daily thank God (so to 
speak) that they are not as other men, ex- 
tortioners, unjust, capitalists, or " lackeys ” 
of capitalism. This consciousness of superior 
virtue istoo artlessly revealed not to be 
genuine; it is one of the most interesting 
traits in their mental make-up,

" I have met and had long talks with some 
of the most notorious leaders of the Left, and 
have been greatly impressed by their sincerity 
and frankness. Every one gave them a high 
personal character, and I do not for a moment 
doubt that it is deserved. There is nd ques
tion that they believe intensely in their self- 
imposed mission.

" The Communist Party, representing the 
Third International, is Miss Sylvia Pank- 
hurst's organisation, which publishes the 
Workers9 • Dreadnouglit, one of the best- 
known and most inflammatory revolutionary 
papers.”

GENTLEMEN OF THE PRESS.
BY U A. MOTLER.

The capitalist is the real enemy of the workers; 
of that no doubt. But the "boorjoy '' intelligentsia 
backs him up most ably. We have had both H. G. 
Wells and Mrs. Snowden breaking their cultured 
hearts over their cultured fellow -in tellectuals in . 
Soviet Russia. But if the Russian intelligentsia is 
getting it in the neck, they are only getting what 
they deserve. And even so. they are not getting all : 
that they deserve, but only a portion of it. They 
have to thank their stars that the Moscow Soviet 
isn't all head and no heart. A less patient people 
would have made short shrilt of these gentlemen of 
culture.

And what applies to Russia, applies to Britain 
as well as to any other portion of the globe where 
frowsy professors do their brain-puzzling for the 
benefit of an enlightened capitalism. It applies to 
any civilised country where the intellectual elite per- 
form their daily round of brain-stuffing of the young 
proletariat. It applies also—and most especially— 
to the Gentlemen of the Press, the vilest body of 
intelligentsia in the whole realm of " boorjoy " cul- 
ture.

When any capitalist bank or business concern goes 3 
smash and leaves the worker almost as badly of 
as if he had had his house and furniture burnt by 
martial law ; when any war-scandal of profiteering 
and public swindling comes to light—then you read 
some pious expressions of indignation from these 
editors who are so careful of public weal that they 
lend their columns to advertisements of swindling 
“'sales' and bogus “bargains. But when a brave 
and good woman, like our- comrade, Sylvia Pank- 
hurst.,fails in an appeal against a brutal sentence, 
then it is that these cheap imitations of aristocra- 
tic culture show how ville they are under their 
yellow chrome waistcoats.

These paragons of good breeding are so finely bred 
that the breeding peels off with a mere scratch of 
the pen. The etiquette of these trousers-and-spats 
wearers consist mostly in being rude to their “ in- 
feriors." as a rule ; but it is in the columns of the 
papers they so gracefully edit that they show of 
what vile dung they are made. The facing-both- 
ways and all-sides-at-once sheets of the Cocoa Press 
are worse than the really reactionary rags who make : 
no bones about the contempt they have for the work- 
era. These enlightened Liberal-Radical-Labour hymn- 
singers and ink-slingers are the worst hypocrites on 
the planet, and they show it by their petty sneering 
at a Communist who proclaimed her adherence to 
an ideal which means the deliverance of the work
ers from this system which breeds these Prostitutes 
of Bouverie Street.

These comfortable editors, sitting in their well- 
padded armchairs, are as much workers-—in one sense 
—as the rest of us. They are their to earn their 
pay-envelopes. But the quality of their minds is 
such that they are not content with merely editing 
news for public consumption. They turn and twist I 
and torture the truth till it assumes the shape of 

■ class propaganda of the most lying kind. They add 
headings and sub-headings of vile insinuations and 
coarse humour which are entirely uncalled for. It. 
is not within the round of their ordinary duties, 
but their conception of culture and breeding and 
general morality is such that the mere printing 
of news items isn’t good enough for them. They 
must needs dress up their news as a prostitute 
dresses herself up—in an alluring and suggestive 
fashion with a colour scheme of the famous yellow 
that the prostitutes of Rome had to wear.

And this is the whole British Press of these days 
of grace and culture, of breeding and refinement, of 
art and general esthetic fo lishness. These grey sheets 
smeared with ink reek of the foul dung which 
stains their pages, the vilest filth that can be 
squeezed from the minds of this intelligentsia who 
pretend to lead the thought of the world and only 
succeed in disgusting it. will the sight of its cul- 
ture.

The Russian intelligensia are i for it. This is 
-well. The rest of the intelligentsia will follow in 
the other countries of the world. And if they 
get more than they expect, they will have themselves 
to thank for that. Their greasy rags are simply 
asking for it.

An attempt has been made to make Austria safe 
for reaction by the Council of Allied Ambassadors, 
who have sent a Note to the Vienna Government 
intended to weaken the Austrian army while aug
menting the police and gendarmie.

THE WORKERS' DREADNOUGHT 
has some

ROUBLES of SOVIET RUSSIA 
engraved with the Soviet Arms and the motto :

“Workers of All Lands Unite.”
In six languages, in various colours.

These will be sold to the highest bidders.
Get one of these beautiful souvenirs of the 

Soviet Republic to frame for your mantelpiece.

Bids for the Soviet paper money should be sent 
to Norah Smyth, Workers9 Dreadnought Office, 
152, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.



4 THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT January 22, 1921. January 22, 1921. THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT 6

ii
THE WORKERS’ DREADNOUGHT

Editor: SYLVIA PANKHURST.
Acting Editor: JACK 0 SULLIVAN.

All Matter for Publication to be Addressed to the Editor:

Business Communications to the Manager: 
Workers' Dreadnought, 152, Fleet Street, London, E.C.4.

Telephone: CENTRAL 7240,
SUBSCRIPTION:

Three Months (13 weeks) ... Post Free 2/9
Six Months (26 weeks) .... » » 5/5
ONE YEAR (52 weeks) ... . ‘ •• « 10/10

Registered at the G.P.O. as a Newspaper.

Vol VII., No. 44. Saturday, Jan. 22, 1921.

is 1

“THE DREADNOUGHT” AND THE 
COMMUNIST PARTY.

Over the signature of Comrade Pankhurst a 
statement appeared last week, strongly advocat
ing the formation of a united Communist Party 
in this country, also pointing out that, when the 
Parties unite, the conditions under which the 
Workers’ Dreadnought was placed at the dis
posal of the Party as its orghn, would have 

ceased to operate.

The present Secretary of the Party having 
informed us that an Executive meeting held on 
January 16th, had decided, amongst other 
things, that the WORKER’S DREADNOUGHT shall 
no longer be the official organ of the Party, 
from this issue onwards the paper will become an 
independent organ, giving an independent sup
port to the Party from the Left Wing standpoint, 
and it will be run by the comrades who are now 
responsible for it, until Comrade Pankhurst9 s 
release from prison.

The columns of the paper will always be open 
to Branch Notes, other news items concerning 
the Party, and for discussion of the Left Wing 
policy, in order to assist the Left Wing element 
to keep together and form a compact Left Wing 
element within the Party, which, as Comrade 
Pankhurst stated last week, is in agreement with 
the advice given to her by Lenin,. when she 
discussed the question with him in Moscow.

This formal change in no way affects the 
policy or the financial position of the paper, be
cause the Party has netier made itself responsible 
for any part of the burden of maintaining it.

On the other hand, we hope, with the assist
ance of our comrades, to make the paper a useful 
medium of information, by givini more space 
to international news, to news of the workers9 
movement at home, and to ediicational articles.

1 1

AN APPEAL TO COMMUNIST 
COMRADES OF GREAT BRITAIN

AND IRELAND.
By WILLIAM Leslie.

The following, concerning the Theses and 
Statutes of the Second . Congress of the 
" hird International, quoted from No. 9 f the 
^bs^d^ Press Review, page 10, should be of 
some use to our saintly comrades who are so 
orthodoxical in outlook that under no conditions 
are they to soil their hands with a text-book 
which contains a chapter with a Parliamentary 
programme, thus:—

"′ Comrades, make it plain to every worker, 
that it is not a matter of one, two, five, or 
twenty-one conditions, , but that there is only 

• one real condition, namely: that those parties 
which desire to affiliate to the Communist In
ternational, must be real Communist revolu- 
tionary proletarian parties, in which there is 
no room for reformists, social pacifists and 
waverers."

Some of those real Communists are to wait 
until after the Conference, others are not to touch 
this devilish programme, which they say is to 

deviate them from the pathway to salvation and 
emancipation. This is a weakness in two ways, 
namely : You are to allow the Conference to be 
packed with “ political careerists "′; secondly, 
you are sabotaging the chances of a speedy re- 
volution.

Every student conversant with the history of 
the Bolsheviki from 1903 up to the time of the 
November Revolution, 1917, knows that they 
made helpful compromises with the "" Men- 
sheviki,” which ended in the complete defeat 
of the opportunists and career-hunting elements. 
The Mensheviki used lip service phraseology, 
only in order to rise above the masses in their 
ignorance, and at the same time, sold them to 
the bourgeoisie by offering a quack remedy in 
the way of certain ointments which they said 
would heal the social sores inherent in society.

At the right moment, headed by our late 
Comrade Voldorasky, the Bolsheviki left for 
ever all the brands of Socialists which composed 
the Mensheviki, in their much-loved Constitu- 
ent Assembly, to set up the real proletarian 
power, i.e., a Soviet of delegates, composed of 
sailors from the battleships, soldiers from the 
regiments, workers from the factories, and 
peasants from the land.

We cannot tell what form the organised 
insurrection will take in the bourgeois state, 
but we know it will not happen as it did in 
Russia, nor will a group of Communists, if 
elected to Parliament, have much effect upon 
the issue. But there is one thing we cannot 
neglect. Unity; and it is our duty to go to that 
Conference with a clear head, conscious of what 
is at stake, and to tell those who have a special 
love of asking the official heads of the Labour 
Party and the subordinates of the same for 
affiliation, that we are not to beg for such from 
traitors; our duty is to go amongst the rank 
and file of these organisations, exposing the 
rottenness of Trade Unionism and Trade Union 
leaders, and put clearly and explicitly the pro- 
gramme: "′ All Power to the Soviets.” In 
every branch of the Union, an active group of 
Communists should be formed for the purpose 
of capturing the rank and file of the branch, by 
trying to impress on the members, the futility 
of regulating their commodity status in society 
and placing before them the proletarian law and 
order; i.e., the Soviet System. It is better 
than saying : " As they now stand, yet we re- 
tain every kind of sympathy and admiration for 
our Russian comrades.” Si They 99 are our 
Manchester comrades’ sentiments, protracted 
after a long discussion at their Joint Conference 
on December 26th.

Sympathy and admiration is not enough, 
comrades, nor wasting the flying moments-dis
cussing " Parliamentary Tactics,” whilst you 
see in Ireland the wholesale murder of our 
fellow-slaves, who got a Sinn Fein Parliament 
by constitutional methods. The result is 
destruction. Throw aside your silly , talk, 
and tell the workers bluntly to come out 
to the Class Fight, and by so doing, we can 
free our Irish comrades at the same time. It 
is this sympathy and admiration which is the 
cause of the murder both of our Russian and 
Irish comrades. Get a real hose on the fire 
created by the lukewarmedness of the Labour 
Party and Menshevik " Bolsheviists," and the 
awful Parliamentary business; for they will be 
drowned in the deluge.

The Theses and Statutes of the Second Con- 
gress of the Third International was the work of 
a Congress of delegates gathered hastily to
gether; some were representative and others 
were not; but there is nothing to hinder us 
all being there, to unite into one Party where 
we can mould a real National Programme to 
amend this Theses and Statutes at the coming 
Third Congress of the Third International. 
Where will you be. if the masses arise before it 
meets and take control of the situation? Will 
you be discussing the Parliamentary tactic ? 
No! you will be unprepared, and perhaps they 
will smash us for not having a programme of 
" Bread, Peace and Land!” That was the 

slogan which brought the Russian masses to the 
Bed Standard, and not academic, hair-splitting 
arguments on mere words.

VOCAL AND SCREEN NEWSPAPER.
The vocal newspaper, this new vehicle for 

conveying news to the illiterate section of the 
Russian population, has now become quite 
common.

On the 15th of November, in the principal 
workshops of the Alexandrovsk railway in 
Moscow, soon after the work was done, the 
reading took place of the vocal newspaper called 
The Railway Whistle. Close on 500 working 
men of various trades were present in the dining 
room, where the reading took place. The further 
end of the room was furnished with a screen, 
at the sides of which stood two readers.

The first section of the paper was taken up 
by the reading of the leading article, which was 
followed by Trotsky’s article on the Single 
Economic Plan.

The most lively and interesting section was 
that dealing with life of the works, which was 
accompanied by a portrayal of the heroes and 
deserters of labour. What interested most, was 
the presentation of scenes from the life in the 
workshops. A number of processes, for which 
up-to-date machinery is installed in some work- 
shops, were shown on the screen, and proved 
to be of most absorbing interest.

AN IMPORTANT SOVIET DECREE.
The Council of People’s Commissaries has re

cently passed a bill concerning the working of 
overtime. It was decreed that all saces where it 
is worked should be immediately investigated, 
and it should be abolished wherever there is no 
urgent need for it. In the future, the Com- 
missariat for Labour is forbidden to introduce 
work entailing overtime without the sanction of 
the All-Russian Central Council of Trade 
Unions.

A LETTER FROM SHEFFIELD.
Dear Comrade,—Things have been mov- 

ing at a rapid pace in Sheffield during the 
last few weeks. Some of the members 
of our Branch have been responsible for 
the formation of a committee to deal with 
unemployment. With the co-operation of 
members of the Communist Party of Great 
Britain, we succeeded in organising a de
monstration of unemployed on Wednesday, 
December 22nd, 1920, from which a depu- 
tation was elected to interview the Lord 
Mayor and City Council. The police seemed 
to treat the matter with profound respect, 
and even went so far as to erect a platform 
for the use of the speakers. The deputation 
consisted of twelve members : six members 
of the unemployed, the other six being made 
up of members of both Communist parties. 
The deputation remained with the Lord 
Mayor and Council for over two hours, dur
ing which time the crowd was held by 
speakers of the Communist parties, who 
availed themselves of the opportunity to 
do some real good propaganda work. As a 
result of pressure brought to bear on him, 
by the deputation, the Lord Mayor called 
a conference of all the leading institutions 
(charitable, educational, industrial, and Poor 
Law) to meet him at the Town Hall the 
following day, to see what steps could be 
taken to alleviate the distress of the .unem
ployed. This meeting was held behind 
closed doors; no Press representatives being 
allowed in. ■ A statement was issued at the 
close of the meeting, to the effect that they 
had come to the conclusion that the distress 
was not so urgent as to require any imme- 
diate action being taken. This conclusion 
had been arrived at on the ground that 
there were very few appeals to the Guar- 
dians for relief 1 This in spiteof the fact 
that the unemployed' registers showed that 
between seven thousand and eight thousand 
were out of work.

The unemployed deputation has been 
formed into a permanent committee to deal 
with unemployment in the future, and we 
would deem it a favour if secretaries of 
similar committees would give us advice on 
this matter__ R. Jackson, Hon. Secretary, 
Sheffield Unemployed Committee, e/o A. Car- 
ford', 183, West Street, Sheffield.

IX Congress of the Russian Communist Party.
The Immediate Problems of Economic Construction.

^Contvnued from last week.)
VII— Provincial Economic Organisations.

With regard to the extensive regions which 
are situated far from the centre and where 
peculiar economic conditions prevail, the 
Congress finds it necessary to establish in 
the most immediate future competent and 
strong economic provincial organs which are 
to be represented by the State centres.

These provincial bureaux, composed of ex- 
perienced men adhering to the general State 
policy, should be endowed with full authority 
for the control of local economic life, for 
on the purpose of uniting both the Provin
cial Councils of Economy and the Regional 
administrations, to carry out on the basis 
of a plan approved by the centre all the 
necessary alterations, transfer of raw mate
rial and labour power, etc., as circumstances 
may require.

In accordance with these tasks the staffs
of the provincial bureaux should also com- 

I prise authorised delegates connected with the 
I economic central administrations.
I I n view of the fact that provincial eco- 
nomic bureaux act in accordance with the 

I powers with which they are authorised by 
the Soviet Government, the regulations of 
the 7th Congress of the Party apply also 

I to the relations between the above provin- 
cial bureaux and the Government (Provin- 
cial) Executive Committees.

1 The definition of the extent and frontier 
of those provinces where provincial agen- 
cies of the Centre are to be established, 

is to be based on economic considerations. 
The provincial agency is to be represented 
also by the Labour Army in connection with 
questions of the utilisation of labour pow- 

ier at its disposal.
I In view of the fact that in certain lo- 
calities the Labour Army Councils to a 
great extent fulfil the functions of provincial 
economic organs, it is decided that in the 
future they should also deal with the same 
questions. If that will become necessary, 
they may carry out all th© necessary changes 
with regard to the administrative apparatus 
without resorting to the formation of other 
parallel provincial organs.

Ivill. The Elaboration of a System of Socialist 
I Centralisation.
I A special commission is to be established 

the Supreme Council of Public Econo- 
my and its local sections for the study of 
the question of co-ordination and the inter- 
relationship between the various economic 
organs, central and local ; the simplest me- 
thorls of obtaining the requisite quantity of 
raw material or amount of labour power for 
various enterprises ; how to secure addition- 
al labour power and so- forth, without apply- ing in every individual case to the centre 
and without infringing the general State 
plans. Soviet Public Economy will change 
from the present form of centralisation, the 

Kind which still bears traces of capitalist 
trusts, to an actual Socialist centralisation, 
which embraces under a single plan every 
sphere of public production in every part 
of the country. The following ar e the con- 

Witions : that improvement based on actual 
experience is constantly introduced, that the 
shortest possible distances are chosen for 

the transport of raw material and manufac- 
tred products, and that the best methods 
are utilised for the application of the labour 
power of the economic organisation for the 
heeds of the province, town and every dis- 
trict. -

The Organisation of Industrial
I Administration.
I The chief problem in the organisation of 
industry is to create a competent, firm and 

energetic directorship, whether the question 
is one of an individual enterprise or of an 
entire sphere of production.

For the purposes of attaining a less com- 
plex and more exact form of industrial ad- 
ministration as well as in the interests of 
the economic management of the organising 
powers of the country the Congress finds it 
necessary to introduce in industrial admin- 
istration instead of the hitherto prevailing 
management by collegiates and boards a 
management by single persons ; the Con
gress therefore decrees the establishment of 
a one-man management in workshops and 
guilds and in factory and works adminis- 
trations as well as decreasing the col legiates 
and boards in all the average-sized and 
more important links of the administrative 
productive apparatus.

The extremely important question of the 
drafting into industrial management of ever- 
increasing circles of the working class 
should be solved by the application of a 
number of measures ; the most important 
of which will be enumerated below, but none 
of which are to be carried out at the cost 
of the stability, competency, and the sim
plicity of the apparatus.

Taking into consideration the fact that no 
absolute type of administration of Soviet en- 
terprises, of combines of enterprises and of 
entire spheres of production has yet been 
established, and also that the formation of 
the requisite cadres of administrators, direc- 
tors, and so forth, is still in its initial stages 
—the Congress recognises it both as possi- 
ble and admissible, for the purposes of ul- 
timately arriving at one-man management, 
to employ the following system in industrial 
administration, viz. •—-

. (a) A Trade Unionist working man mana- 
ging director, one possessing a firm will, the 
quality of persistence, and, in particular, the 
capacity of selecting and employing special- 
ists, engineers, mechanics, etc., is to have 
the technical assistance of an engineer.
■ (b) A fully competent specialist engineer 
in the quality of actual managing di re ctor 
of the enterprise, who is to be assisted by 
a Trade Union worker commissary fully 
authorised and bound to participate in ev- 
ery detail of the concern.

(c) Two or three workers, members of 
Trade Unions, in the quality of assistants, 
to the managing director who must neces- 
sarily be a specialist ; these assistants en
joy the right of control of every branch of 
factory administration, but are not entitled 
to suspend the orders of the managing 
director.

(d) Where there are small collegiates or 
boards working in close and harmonious 
contact, the several members of which form 
a complement to each other and who have 
proved by actual experience their efficient 
working capacity, are to be retained with 
the introduction of an extension of the 
rights and privileges of the president, who 
is to be responsible for the work of the 
entire board. Collegiates or boards of the 
medium and higher organs of economic ad- 
ministration, such as government (provin- 
cial). Councils of Public Economy, regional 
administrations, chief departments and sec
tions should be limited to a minimum num- 
ber of members with a, president responsi- 
ble for the work of the entire administra- 
tion.

At all events an imperative condition in 
the improvement of .economic organisation 
and the increase of production is the actual

establishment in every sphere of life of the 
repeatedly proclaimed principle of final and 
absolute responsibility of a given person for 
a definite branch, section or piece of work. 
The form of boards as practised in the pro- 
cess of discussions and framing if resolu- 
tions are unconditionally to give place to 
one-man responsibility and management in 
the process of execution. The degree of 
fitness of an organisation is to be judged 
by the measure to which functions, duties 
and responsibilities are strictly divided.

Note.—A careful control of all work of 
administration both with the aim of a con- 
stant Selection of personnel and of a prac
tical establishment of the best means of 
combining the activity of workers and spe- 
cialists in administration is to be established 
by a special organ under the Supreme Coun- 
cil of Public Economy.

The organisation of leading industrial in- 
stitutions, whether managed by a board or 
under single management, must be carried 
on in agreement with the organs of the 
Supreme Council of Public Economy, and 
the corresponding organs of the All-Russian 
Central Council of Trade Unions.

Specialists who carry put the duties of 
directors or occupy analogous posts are to 
be appointed in the same way.

X.—Mass Workers to be attracted into Industrial 
Administration.

The Congress considers it indispensable to 
take energetic measures for the industrial 
organisation of the education of the whole 
masses of working circles and the constant 
attraction of fresh elements from the midst 
of the working class capable of carrying out 
organising work in production.

For this purpose :
(a) To perfect the propaganda for the in- 

crease of production under the assistance of 
the Trade Unions and of the Supreme Coun- 
cil of Public Economy, tot limiting it to 
appeals for increased production of labour 
only, but raising questions of a concrete and 
technical nature in connection with various 
spheres of industry and individual enter- 
prises ; to insist that every individual work
er of a factory have a perfect idea of the 
character and place occupied by this par- 
ticular factory in the general system of pub- 
lic economy ; to introduce a systematic peri- 
odical (monthly, for instance) discussion of 
the report of the administration of the a- 
mount of work performed for the preceding 
month and of the industrial plan for the 
forthcoming month by a general meeting of 
all the workers of the factory ;

(b) To organise in connection with large 
individual enterprises or in connection with 
combines classes for the study of industrial 
administration, where the more able work
man should be given an opportunity to ae- 
quire a practical training in the necessary 
elements of administration without inter- 
fering with their own productive work ;

, (c) Workers who have acquired such train- 
ing are to be appointed as assistant fore- 
men or assistants to the managing direc
tor of the factory ;

(d) Workers who have acquired the pre- 
liminary practical qualifications are tobe 
appointed to independent posts in connection 
with industrial administration, first in en- 
terprises of secondary size and later on in 
more important concerns.

(To be continued.) 5i 1
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CHANCING THE FEATURES OF LIFE

The Soviet Government has passed a re- 
solution on the report of the writer of these 
lines, charging the Commissariat for 
ance to submit to the Council, within 
month’s time, and by agreement with the
respective authorities
concerning the abrogation of payment for 
all produ cts supp I ied by the F ood Comm i s - 
sariat to workers, employees and their fami- 
lies, including all produce supplied on food 
cards of the 1st and 2nd categorie The 
decree will also include the abrogation of 
allpayment for living rooms rented by wo 
kers, employee: and their families in Statt 
and municipalised house and finally, the 
abolition of payment for all kinds of fuel 

employees
stitutions by the Chief Fuel Department, as 
well as for gas, electricity, telephone 
and drainage, and so forth. At the same 

organised a spe
cial commission charged with the task 
elaborating, within a month’s timem .... ...... .... of moneyinvolving the complete
settlements, including settlements of banking

dustrial Soviet enterprises and Soviet insti-

[t is quite possible that th.

drafted by me and ratified by the Govern- 
ment concerning the abolition of payment 
for transport of goods by as well as

In the jubilee number of
the occasion of the anniversary of the Oeto- 

pointed out

voted chiefly to grappling with the factories 
and works, that thi

a personal friend of Lenin, with whom 
. worked at the Zimmerwold and Kienthal con- 

ferences during the war ; also of Zinoviev, whom 
he knew in exile, when the present Chairman of the 
Third International had left the Communist Party, 

that the November Bolshevik Revolution

ried out.)
i, could not be successfully car-

: The cartoon is with reference to the present at- 
who strives to preventtitude of Comrade Serrati

the Italian Sociilist P:

we see gradually emerging before us one 
such radical change: the money rediiced to 
the vanishing point and money itself being

The question

By J. LARIN

ly theTree distribution ot soap.
intervals followed the abolition of payment 

letters,

East Leyton appealed
-ntence of sixmonths’ imprisonment in the second 

‘ — ‘ "* Chostor Jones

ordinaryfor postage — .
Of great importance was the institution of 
payment in kind as part of the workmens 
and employees’ wage, which became one of 
the bases of the. distributing policy of the . 
Government. Finally, all these measures 
are now being supplemented' and com- 
plemented by the above-mentioned decree.
Money will shortly only serve the workers 
and the urban population as means of pur- 
chasing on the "Sukharevka " (market) as 
long as it exists.

division passed upon him by Mr.
at Bow Street Police Court on November 19th.

alleged that on November 7th last, at the 
Royal Albert Hall, he unlawfully made a ■ speech 
which was calculated and likely to pause sedition .

population.

the Police Court proceedings Cr. 1 ravers Hum- 
ireys had given the definition of sedition by Lord 

i 'I tief Justice Wilde in the case of the Queen v.
1848, when the Lord Chief Justice said : 

pressions intended and tending in the circum- 
tances of the times to produce hatred and con-
tempt of the institutions of the country and to in- 
me unlawful resistance are seditious." P—5 
Counsel put it to the Court that the language used 

the hanging and shoot-• the defendant advocating

Dear Comrade,—At a general meetin
above organisation, I
a letter conveying
the Party for your splendid fight ■ against the Capi-
talist rulers of the Empire.

We sympathise with you in
privation of your liberty just when
reached so important a stage in economic develop-

but we realise too that persecutionmens, ----------- ---
prison cell cannot undo the forces you have liber-

cannot blind again
have opened ; cannot, in short, put back the clock 

nullify the good work that you

But the unification ' of the various part
of Russia (Siberia, Turkestan, Caucasus, and 
Ukraine) accomplished by last year’s mili- 
tary campaign should serve to accelerate the 
elimination of the speculator. We are al
ready getting cotton and fuel from the for
merly isolated regions. We have had seven 
times more cotton in the centre by Octo
her 1st than we had in January, 1920. The
Ivanovsky and other works are beginning 10 
work ; and within a year the peasant will 
find it more advantageous to hand his pro
duce over to the State in exchange for tex
tile goods, than to hide them for the spe- 
culator, who will pay him in paper.

It is difficult to give a comprehensive idea 
of the importance which the gradual dis- 
appearance of money will have for the whole 
course of social life, for the psychology of 

The man-in-the-streetthe average person.
has been accustomed from time immemorial

of Ministers of the Crown

Democracy teaches the way
ilat Parliament is doping you through the Press
ind the Parliamentary ballot-box.

women, and children through
apitalist intrigues in this country.

in preparing for theturned in your organisin
The day is not far distant when

L lope we shall - not meet in this hall merely to 
; resolutions onbehalf ' of the Russian Revolu-

I hope the day will come soon when we
in meet here to pass blessings on the British Revo

lution, when we shall meet here, not as idle specta- 
but as delegates to the first All-BritishCon-

ress of Workers, Sailors, and Soldiers.
lay comes, wce to all those who get in

" We are out to change the present

had the privilege of meeting your sister
a few weeks in the first conscription campaign out
here, when we had our first experience of the fight-

As your paper was proscribed by OuE freedom-
loving Government, we have only occasional
copies of “The Workers’ Dreadnought,” but we have
seen enough to make us wish for more.

Surely the day cannot be far distant when the
Masters of Bread will be deprived of their power
to afflict and destroy. May it come soon—but
or late, in our time or in time to come, the Day
inevitably arrive, and with it an end to want

Perhaps, in that day, those who sacrificed au 
suffered will feel a keener happiness in remember-
ing that their personal efforts contributed in

voles were given il a burst of popular enthusi-
nothing has happened to show that the

The beginning was small. .
was first concretely raised early in 1919 at 
the town conference of the Moscow organisa- 
tion of our party, which unanimously ap
proved my report and recognised the neces- 
sity of dispensing immediately with all pay
ments in connection with provision for chil- 
dren, supply of clothes, apartments and food 

It was evident, however, that

to the idea of money as the most habitual 
phenomenon of social relations, and perhaps 
even of nature itself.

And now the ancient pillars of the com- 
mercial system are coming down like a house 
of cards before the first organised efforts of 

Looking at this

nid if it is necessary to save bloodshed, ------ 
itrocities, we shall have to use the lamp-posts or 

n*ii* are a few ChurchillsWhat, my friends,
r Curzons against the wall compared to the bomb-

- of harmless Egyptians
■ reprisals in Ireland ?

in lgypt, compared to

I he reprisals in Ireland ?
What is the punishment of

What is the punishient
if these world criminals compared to the
which they are causing to thousands of men

the victorious proletariat.
first display of creative effort made in the 
first and most difficult period of the exi: 
tence of the new order, we can imagine the

women and little children in Soviet Russia ?

of " Hang them!"he ignorant people in the audience
to workers. . — --------- . -
at the time the psychological conditions for 
this innovation had not sufficiently ripened, 
and its realisation went on slowly. in April 
the decree was adopted concerning the gra- 
tuitions feeding of children, which, from the 
originally fixed age of fourteen, was gra- 
dually extended to the age of sixteen. After 
some time, the free distribution of clothing 
for workmen was instituted, and subsequent-

progress which will be made in the future j 
when, after the final wars, we shall be able 
to put to better effect the resources and 
man-power of one-tenth of the globe which 
is at our disposal. Our children will grow  
up and money to them will be a remin is 
cence, and our grandchildren will learn of 
it from the coloured pictures, in their his

i few of these archangels of Capitalism compared the privileges won by the Russian Revolution.was occu-
■ machinery of eco-
' ...........■ work of

pied in establishing thi
nomic administration, and that thi

old sqnderings of the Capitalist Press.
nent in this country is advancing rapidly.

The coming Congress will imbue the woman

the third year should be to prepare., 
ground for greater changes revolutionising 
the relations of every-day And • here

nystery men caught by Sir Basil Thompson does not
impede the movement in this country

tory books at school.
annot deter the working-class democracy

vour mind whether you
_. _ George, Churchill, 

Henderson and Brace, or whether
you are with the Communist Party and the working- 
-laiss movement. If you are with the working-class

THEY WANT MORE SLAVE BABIES! By
class, would • willingly give their signatures to
this stunt, and. also their photos; at least, one
would imagine the well-fed

cent, of these being under

these deaths are due to prevalent parental ignor-
ince and consequent lack of attention, and ill-
nourishment, the direct outcome of poverty.
So that the murder of these little children lies

and yet they tell us to have

nounced Mal t husian i sm
mil vlimitation, considering advocates of such

The child mortality, particularly as the after-
math of warfare, in Central Europe for instance

hat there must be more babies : implying that it
The wage-slaves, at their

criminal for the proletariat to put into practic
, made a bloody shambles, and

victor and vanquished alike suffei

oom in trade again
e enough work for all ; that is the argument.

among the innocent babes speaks volumes over

A beautiful spirit imbues those
who carry out this rescue work, but the hellish

DERIE JIMACK-WARWICK

always starve, and wage-slaves, in their ignor 
ance will continue breeding more slave babes.

For long, the French working-class has recog
nised the right, and utilised the methods of 

in their own interests, so thatbirth control,
there is no wonder the French State should rise

The French Government, is, indeed.
quite frantic about the matter, evidently fearing 
there won’t be sufficient cannon fodder for the

So they are endeavoring to encourage
baby-production among the masses, by granting 
a bounty for every child born, and by putting

In a Communist society, consideration for the
child will take first place.

child has a right to be well born, that is.
in healthy conditions, under loving care, or not 

With the child, is related the de-
velopment of the mother, that is, the woman 

When thetowards intelligence and freedom.
capitalist cries ‘ More Babies,” 
woman must recognise the significance of th

" serious peasant rebelli

movement, support the policy of the Communist Party.
The Communist Party provides the only
T’he hope of the working, classes of this country 
lies in Communism. ‘"* ‘ *‘........ * "The hope of the working classes 
of the whole world lies

Mr. Percy tandcock appeared for the defence, 
and declared that the appellant had no knowledge 
of certain typewritten documents discovered by the 
police at two Tube stations, through the cloak-room 
tickets being found in Malone’s flat The sending 
of these cloak-room tickets to his flat, said Counsel, 
was a deliberate plot by some evil, maliciously-dis- 
osed person.

Speaking on lus own behalf, Mr.. . _ - , — Malone quoted
from the speeches of high political authorities, and 
irged that what he had said had not and was not
likely. to cause sedition. - The charge was a purely 
political one; he having criticised the Government 
fearlessly and without regard to his personal safety. 
The prosecution was ; persecution of the working-

After retiring for five minutes, Sir Robert Wal- 
lace, K.C., announced that the Bench unanimously 
•firmed the conviction and sentence, and dismissed 
the appeal, with costs.

Id ; brought forward.

opportunity to write up incidents or news
items of interest to the movement coming
to their knowledge, they may simply state 
the facts, plainly, even. on a post-card, and 
we shall prepare them for piiblicatidn.

MORTIMER HALL, MORTIMER ST.
(turning oft Great Portland 
Street, near Oxford Circus)

on alternate WEDNESDAYS, at 8 p.m. 
JANUARY 12th and 06th. FEBRUARY 9th-

Tickets may be obta/kned from :
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INTERNATIONAL NOTES.
Ferment in Bulgaria.

The Bulgarian Government is taking steps to de- 
mobilise large numbers of officers; this is callsing, 
great, excitement in military circles. The organ of 
the officers, Das Wort des Kriegers expresses itself 
as follows:— - - on ’..esc

“ The officers have allowed themselves to be 
fooled too long by the empty words of the political 
parties, and they will no longer be so dull as to 
expect anything from them.Therefore, all the 
active officers and our comrades of reserve, in uni- 
son with the non-commissioned officers, are now 
ready, instead of fighting against the hungry, revo- 
lutionary masses, to unite with them on the side 
of truth and justice."
In the whole country, protest meetings of the re

turning prisoners of war are taking place. Frightened 
by these great demonstrations, the Government and 
the bourgeois opposition are making conciliatory 
measures. The prisoners of war have made the fpk 
lowing demands :—

1. Trial of those responsible for the war.
2, Publication of the correspondence dealing with . 

the question of prisoners of war.
3. Prevention of further wars.

The prisoners of war are in the first ranks of the 
proletariat, which demonstrates their organising 
powers. In less than 30 days, their society has so 
developed that it now has 3,000 members, divided 
into. S0 groups.

A Letter from China. 5
When in 1915,China joined the Entente, it did 

so on the strength of great and alluring promises.
The Chinese people believed them and looked for- 

ward to the Versailles Conference with grat hopes. 
When the Chinese delegation came back, great was 
the disappointment, and a great agitation was started 
against the Government and against Japan, at the 
head of which were the students, whose central organ- 
isation is in Shanghai. In this town there is Sun 
Sen and his followers, as well as the central offices 
of the Trade Unions and of the Socialist Party.

This student movement was suppressed; but as a 
result, it evoked the revolutionary spirit of the 
masses.

The Socialist weekly newspapers now demand the 
immediate conclusion of a treaty of alliance with 
Soviet Russia, and protest against the Chino-Japanese 
Siberia.

Germany.
According to the latest medical researches, out 

of 485,000 Berlin children, 29,000 are tuberenlou., 
77,000 sick and badly underfed, and 120.000 gener- 
ally underfed. The mortality of the babies up to 
three months has, compared with pre-war time, 
trebled, and that of children aged 5 to 15 has 
increased by 55 per cent.

United States. ,
The National Executive Committee of the Ameri- 

can Socialist Party has decided to send, a delega- 
*tion to Soviet Russia. The delegation will be com- 
posed of Messrs O'TTeil, Trachtenberg, Kohn, Lee 
and G. Berger, the wife of Senator Berger. The 
delegation willleave for Russia at the beginning 
of March.

Buss lit.
On New Year's Eve a big fire broke out in Petro- 

grad. A big printing concern in which several 
great dailies are printed has be n destroyed. The 
editorial and printing offices of "Isvestia." are to- 
tally destroyed. Very heavy damages are reported 
at the printing offices of the "Krasnoya Gazetta."

It took thirteen hours to master the fire.
* * * * *

Lutovinof, the secretary of the All-Russian Trade 
Union Council, who several times had stated that 
Trade Union officials ought to leave their offices 
aftern certain period of Trade Union work and 
go back to their former job in the workshop, has 
left his post and taken up work in a factory to 
‘; regain contact with the masses."

* * * * *
" Pravda" writes on December 30th about Kras- 

sin's return to Russia: " All workers, including 
those in England, know that the British Govern
ment is beating about the bush with Soviet Russia. 
Yet recent history should have taught Great Bri
tain that the Russian Workers' Republic not only 
cannot be beaten on the . battlefield, but that she 
will not consent to be played with. The British 
Government accepted the July agreement, the chief 
point of it being the permission of a political 
delegation to England and the convening of a spe- 
cial conference to deal with special questions. Now 
Great Britain seems to forgetall about these con- 
ditions. I Her trading instincts make her desirous 
to trade with Russia, but she would trade as if 
Russia politically did not exist at all. She would 
like to arrive at a political understanding, but will 
not allow us to send over political representatives. 
She asks for guarantees, but she does not allow any 
discussion about these guarante s. She pretends very 
heartily to wish for an agreement, but sabotages 
the negotiations. Great Britain, in a word, thinks 
she can play a double game with Russia. We can- 
not allow that. Krassin's return to Russiadoes 
not, however, mean a deadlock, and we again state 
that we wish to continue the negotiations. Great 
Britain's attitude in the nearest future will decide 
our next steps.”

OUR BOOKSHELF.

(These short notices are for the general information 
of our readers, and do not preelude a more com- 
plete review in subsequent, issues.)

THE LABOUR PUBLISHING CO., LTD., 6, TAVIS- 
TOCK SQUARE, LONDON, W.C. 1.

This is a Company whose aims are " not to make 
protits nor to conduct propaganda," for, with faint 
humour, the Managing Director, B. N. Langdon- 
Davies, says : “ There are plenty of publishers do- 
ing the first and plenty of organisations doing the 
second.” Its aims are to supply the Labour world 
with the books it requires cheaply, freely, efficiently. 
The Company has been promoted by G. B. Shaw 
and Sidney . Webb. Amongst its editors we note 
Norman Angell, I. N. Brailsford, G. D. I. Cole, 
II. D. IIarben. G. Lansbury ; and amongst the ad- 
visers. R. Postgate, L. S. Woolf, Stanley Morri- 
son, and Major Gillespie. -

Besides its own books and pamphlets, the Com- 
pany is arranging to publish on an agency ba-is. 
the periodicals and literature of industrial and polil- 
tical Labour bodies. >

Its working capital is obtained from sums sub- 
scribed for debentures at a fixed rate of interest. . 

Profits, if realised, will be devoted to the pro- 
duction of books and periodicals of a slow com- 
mercial return.

Mention is not made in the circular we have be-a 
fore us. if authors will be retributed at all or on 
what basis : the best seller a gainst the yet-unknown, 
or on a co-operative basis, before such profits are 
reckoned. . . •

The programme of this Company appears to be, 
at the same time, useful, extensive, and ambitious. 
How far it will assist education of the workers 
in the direction of class-consciousness and in the 
development of the revolutionary spirit of the masses 
—this being the true task of organised Labour—re- 
mains to be seen.

There is certainly ample scope for an independent 
publishing house. The boek-producing industry at 
the present moment is in a peculiar position: alt 
is comparatively easy to get publishede says of 
Lenin on the Russian Revolution, for he is dis- 
tant. and consequently somewhat remote from the 
inner life of the British nation. It is almost im- 
possible to get into print a book or a novel ex- 
posing the bargaining of our poli i all life, the soul- 
lessness of our religious leaders, theslum-producing 
landlordism, the reactionary intricacies of our in
dustrial magnates’ interests, or even the true needs 
and aims of our revolutionary movement.

We ourselves know of one or two books- which - are 
still in MSS, and likely to remain so for goodness 
knows our long, owing to the Philistine-like spirit , 
of publishers, and, shall we say, of the daily-press- 
educated public. 4

Some months ago. a few friends of the Workers' 
Dreadnought had prepared a scheme for a series 
of publications, on the purely educational and in- 
structive side, in cheap pamphlet form, being re- 
prints and new works, divided into subject-groups, 

. and which would finally form an almost complete 
albeit small educational library for the industrial 
and agricultural worker’s bookshelf. Lack of funds 
and pressure of circumstances prevented the carry- 
ing out of that venture. It is therefore with warmth 
and with more than the customary formality that 
we wish the L.P.C. a speedy success, providing it 
can steer clear of the eddying currents of social- 
pacifism.

"TIIE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL," No. 13.
(Organ of the Executive Committee of the Com- 
. munist International.324 pages. Petrograd—• 

Smolny, 63. Editor: G. Zinoviev.)
This publication appears simultaneously in Eng- 

lish, Russian, French and German. Apart from its 
political importance, it is a first-class production 
from the technical point. It contains a dry-point 
portrait of Comrade Lenin, which we reproduce in 
our first page, and several photographs of the sit- 
lings of the Second Congress. - The Manifesto to 
the Workers of the World is signed by represent- 
tives of thirty-two countries, for England the sig- 
natories being : T. Quelch, W. Gallacher, S. Pank- 
hurst and MacLaine. We shall reprint next, week : 
" When and Under What Conditions Soviets of 
Workers’ Deputies shouldbe formed.” Other sections 
of the official documents will appear in our follow
ing issues.

SECOND Edition JUST Out.

THE REVOLUTION TO-MORROW.
By L. A. MOTLER.

Price 2d. Post Free, 3d.

From Dreadnought Office.

COMRADE PANKHURST IN HOLLOWAY.
The following letter fromthe Governor of Ilol- 

loway Prison was received on January. 15th, in re- 
ply to a letter sent to him on January 6th, asking I 
whether Comrade Pankhurst was- receiving the pri- । 
vileges of Regulation 213A, whichwas won for । 
political prisoners by the Suffragettes in1910:—

H.M. Pt Lon, Holloway,
17th January,'12'21.

: ’ - SYLVIA PANKHURST.
Madam,
I have to • acknowledge the receipt of your let- 

ter of the 6th inst., and to inform you in reply | 
that the above-named was sentenced to imprison- I 
ment in the second division, and that no arrange- I 
ment for supplying food is therefore necessary.

She is in her usual health.
I am. Madam,

Your obedient servant,
A. N. PATON (Governor).

Fronr enquiries made it was ascertained that the 
question of Regulation 245A being applied to Com- 
rude Pankhurst was still under consideration, and 
it is the duty of all who wish to I 
retain the meagre privileges that have been won, to 
carry on an agitation that will secure the recogni- । 
tion of all political prisoners.

One way of doing this is to rally to the meet- I 
ings outside Holloway Prison every - Sunday after- 
noon at + o’clock. Do not be put off by false 
rumours that Comrade l'ankhurst has been removed 
to another prison, which were circulated - falsely, 
and which prevented many attending last week. 
Wait until you get official' news in the Workers’ 
Dreadnauyhi, Comrades who wish to take part in 
the. agitation in other ways should communicate with 
Comrade Smytli, 152, Fleet Street, E.C. 4.

The costs of Comrade Pankhurst’s appeal may 
amount to 80,and will have to be paid within 
the next week or two, so we appeal to all who wish 
to protest against this very unjust sentence to give 
practical expression to their fuel ings by sending a 
donation, as large as possible, to Comrade Smyth, 
Workers’ DrcadiK/ught office, 152, Fleet Street, Lon- 
don, E.C. 4. The following sums are gratefully a- 
knowledged :— A Looker-On," 10s. ; Mrs. Blatchi, 
2s. ; collection Holloway meeting, 14s. 1d. ; total, 
£1 19s.

Mr, J. W. Gott, who is being prosecuted for 
blasphemy, comes up at Birmingham. The last blas- 
phemy trial took place in the same city in 191, 
when Mr. Gott, after three trials, was sent to prison 
for six weeks.

MAKE A DASH FOR LIBERTY.
You are chained to your fellow-^orlt^Ts in 

slavery. You cannot gain your own liberty ex
cept you make them free also.

We stand together and we fall together.

If you Want-freedom, you have got to en- 
Ughtan your fellows If you keep your knouj- 
ledge to yourself you will get nowhere..

Spread our literature..
Make the Dreadnought knoton.
Get subscribers !

“THE PLEBS."
Agitate-—Educate—Organise.

SIXPENCE.

Plebs League, lla, Penywern Road, London,
S.W. 2.

JANUARY.
The Banner of the Prolet-Cult—When J.| 

H. Thomas Rules—Well, Whiskers and 
W isdom—Rev o ‘ utionar y Tactics—E cono-1 
mics Without Headaches— Tra la Monda,
etc,

SOCIAL and • 1) A N CE .
400, Old Ford Road, Bow, -5

SATURDAY, JANUARY 22nd, 1921,
7 to _ll- p.m. ' * -

Refreshments. 2 Come and bring your friends-
Tickets: Sixpence. 2

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS 1d. a Word. —
RUSSIAN CLASS (in Olive Beamish's Office), 93, 

Bishopsgate, on Fridays, 7—8 p.m. For terms 
apply Mrs. BOUVIER, 32, Mount Pleasant Road,
Lewisham. -—.

Published by I. Sylvia Pankhurstat 152, Elect 
Street, London, E.C. 4 and, printed at the
Agenda Press, 10, Wine Office Court, London, 
E.C. 4.


