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NOTES AND NEWS
The World Outside.

At the moment there appears to be a lull'in the Franco- 
German crisis. On two points at least the French Government 
has refrained from pressing its, points upto the hilt. Payments 
in kind from the Ruhr are to go into Reparations account, and 
not into the rapacious maw of Occupation costs. And for the 
moment, at least, there are to be no more military," sanctions.” 
It is amusing to speculate that this spirit of accommodation 
may be dictated by consideration for Mr. Baldwin ; by a desire, 
that is, not to play into the hands of his left-hand critics during 
a General Election. But is it possible to credit the French 
Government with such diplomatic subtlety in the conduct 
of its foreign affairs ? Meanwhile, in Germany itself the political 
crisis shows no sign of abating. At the moment of writing, 
that country is still vainly seeking a Chancellor, and it looks 
as though Dr. Stresemann may have to carry on. That would 
not be regrettable, for he is the most commanding personality 
in German public life. But why in the name of democracy 
does he not dissolve his tired and unrepresentative Reichstag ? 
Germany has much to learn from Great Britain regarding 
the conduct of a Parliamentary constitution.

Women and International Peace.
The International Council of Women, in co-operation with 

severalother important international organizations, is arranging an 
international conference on the Prevention of the Causes of War, 
under the chairmanship of the Marchioness of Aberdeen and 
Temair. The conference will be attended by delegates from 
international organizations from all over the world and will be 
thoroughly representative. It is to be held in one of the lecture 
halls at the British Empire Exhibition at Wembley in the first 
week in May. The leading women’s international organizations 
are taking advantage of the presence of these overseas delegates 
in London to organize three public meetings in the course of the 
same week, with the object of bringing home to the ordinary man 
and woman what they can do to promote peace among the nations 
and friendliness and concord among individuals from different 
parts of the world.

An International Conference.
The Women’s International League is asking all candidates 

at the coming Election the following question :—" Will you 
press for the immediate summoning of an International Con
ference of the powers, including Germany, to deal with the whole 
question of Reparations ? ”
Suffering in Europe.

As we expected, our appeal for the underclad and ill-fed 
students of Germany and other Central European countries was 
not written altogether in vain, and within the next few weeks, 
as we approach Christmas, we mean to call the attention of our 
readers to various schemes to relieve misery which will hardly 
bear thinking of, not only in Central Europe and Poland, but 
among the refugees in the near East. Money is urgently wanted, . 
and there is an unlimited demand for warm second-hand clothing, 
coats, skirts, shirts, stockings, underclothes, knitting wool, 
flannel, and blankets. We suggest that women’s organizations, 
as'many have already done, should appoint small sub-committees 
to investigate the claims of the various appeals and to discover 
to what extent efforts to help have been organized in their 
respective localities. Life service to the League of Nations is 
not enough. If we are in earnest about the need for International 
peace and goodwill we will find some method of ministering to 
the hungry, the foodless and fireless, and the homeless victims 
of circumstances over which they had no control as a practical 
testimony of our faith.1
Women of Wales and War.

Six thousand women from South Carnarvonshire have signed 
the memorial from the Women of Wales to the Women of America 
in favour of world peace and the League of Nations.

-I

1 Parcels of clothing for refugees in Greece should be addressed: 
Nansen's Relief Appeal, c/o All British Appeal, New Hibernia Wharf, 
London Bridge, S.E. Gifts of money for Central Europe or Poland which 
may be earmarked for special purposes, may be sent to The Friends' 
Council for International Service, Devonshire House, 136 Bishopsgate, 
London, E.C. 2. Clothes should be sent to The Friends’ ’ Warehouse, 
McLean's Buildings, New Street Square, E.C. 4. Gifts for Universities' 
Relief Fund should be sent to Imperial War Relief Fund, General 
Buildings, Aldwych, London, W.C. 2.
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Roedean and the Retirement of the Misses Lawrence.
The three Lawrence sisters who founded Roedean, and have 

been its Head jointly for 38 years, retire, as they began, together.
The ideals with which they started have spread so widely 

that it is hard for us to realize how original and daring they 
were when the school started in Brighton in 1885. Physical 
education and outdoor exercise were to have a place in the 
curriculum. Girls were to be trained to independence and 
self-reliance, and with that end in view were to be given as much 
liberty as could be safely granted; and each girl was to be 
given a sound and careful intellectual training. From the first 
the school was a success, and grew so rapidly that in 1898 it 
moved to its present site and ever-expanding group of buildings. 
In 1921 Roedean was reorganized from a. private venture to 
a Public School, and we are glad that this enables the Misses 
Lawrence still to work for the school through its Council, and 
so it will in some measure benefit by the vision and energy and 
wide outlook and combined business and educational capacity 
that have made it what it is. ■

Women Explorers.
Miss Cheeseman will be accompanying, as entomologist, the 

expedition headed by Mr. L. Blair, F.R.S., in.quest of information 
among the little known islands on the South Pacific, which will

be starting on 10 th September. Other women will accompany 
the expedition as passengers.

The Hardwicke Society.
A barrister writes in the Morning Post :—
The Hardwicke Society, the forensic Club of the Bar, which 

in its ninety or so years of existence has counted among its 
members most of the great Advocates and Judges of the period, 
has elected its first woman member.

Ever since the Inns of Court in their wisdom . opened the 
profession to women on equal terms with men (dining terms 
as well) the Hardwicke Society, which owes much of its prestige 
to its informality and privacy, has stood out against women 
being admitted to its deliberations. Succeeding Presidents 
held themselves bound by the rules to exclude the nomination 
of women; but a persistent little body of pro-feminists at 
the beginning of the session passed, by a majority of four, an 
alteration in the rules opening the doors to Women Bar Students 
and Barristers. The first woman member has been elected in 
the person of Miss Ida Duncan, a young barrister of the Oxford 
Circuit. The unprecedented occasion called forth, even from 
those who are opposed on principle to the admission of women, 
such testimonies to her qualifications for membership as to .show 
that the Die-Hards’ bark was worse than their bite !

MEDITATIONS OF AN ELECTOR.

To those of us who are preparing to go to the poll next 
Thursday it is clear that the dominant issue upon which we shall 
have to make up our minds is the issue of Free Trade versus 
Protection. It may not be the ultimate issue, or even the widest 
issue. The second largest party in the country tells us that 
Free Trade is a negative programme, that Protection is a 
poisonous remedy, and that neither under Protected Capitalism 
nor under Free Trading Capitalism can we cure social diseases 
which are inherent in capitalism itself. But at any rate it is the 
immediate issue, and the issue which has precipitated this present 
breathless conflict. And in casting our votes next Thursday we 
shall be answering “yes ” or " no ” to Mr. Baldwin’s question : 
"May I go forward with the development of the protective 
policy, which in my opinion is the only cure for unemployment on 
its present scale and upon the practical details of which my 
committee of experts is already at work ? "

When we come to look into the question, however, we see that 
it is not a very clear-cut alternative. The Free Trade which we 
are at present enjoying-—or, if our readers prefer, under which we 
are at present languishing— -is not the kind of Free Trade which 
Gladstone perfected in the eighteen-sixties. It is Free Trade 
tempered by the emergency tariffs of The Safeguarding of 
Industries Act, and crippled by the tangle of political prohibitions 
and controls which the war has bequeathed to us. Nor is the 
Protection which Mr. Baldwin offers us the Protection of 
Joe Chamberlain, with its agricultural background and its air 
of a self-sufficing, Free Trade Empire. That is why the existence 
of the Conservative Free Trader fighting under Mr. Baldwin’s 
banner, though it may be something of an anomaly, is at least 
a political possibility. We are asked, in fact, to take an important 
step in the direction of Protection, by the substitution of a frank 
and permanent general tariff, for the somewhat hole and corner 
Protection of specially situated industries under emergency 
legislation. In addition we are asked to move a step nearer to 
the imperial economic ideal by the development of certain minor 
colonial preferential tariffs. And the reason why we are asked to 
take this step is an immediately practical one : because it is 
calculated to increase employment.

Now exactly whether the particular tariffs contemplated are 
going to lighten our present burden of unemployment is a 
highly technical problem. In the days of Gladstone’s famous 
Free Trade budgets the matter was simpler. England was 
indisputably the “Workshop of the World,” and the question 
of acute competition from foreign manufacturers in our home 
market did not arise. But since then, as Mr. Baldwin has 
repeatedly pointed out, the economic balance of power has shifted 
and the world has many workshops. Our manufacturers ate no 
longer so sure of being able to hold their own even in their home 
markets. And the home market is a big thing—how big we are 
apt to forget, when we speak of this country’s dependence on

overseas trade. Suppose, through the machinery of Protection, 
the shadow of cut-throat competition were removed from it, 
would the new stability of the protected industries compensate, 
or more than compensate, for the slight increase in commodity 
prices which that protection would entail ? Would the 
expansion of those protected industries enable us to shoulder 
more easily the continuing burden of unemployment in the 
expert industries which no protection of the home market can 
touch ? Would opening lines of trade with the Dominions, 
fostered by the ties of Imperial Preference, compensate or more 
than compensate for the dwindling exchange operations with 
our foreign creditors ? These are crudely drafted questions, 
each one of which bristles with qualifications and subtleties. 
Yet they are the kind of questions which will emerge in the mind 
of the thoughtful elector as he or she examines the roughly 
drafted proposals of the Conservative Party, whose concrete 
forms are in process of being worked out by Mr. Baldwin’s 
committee of “ experts ” ? And we have little doubt that to the 
vast' majority of electors they will appear as questions' so highly 
technical as to tax the wit of any man or woman " in the street."

With the majority of us, however, the technical pros and cons 
of this or that particular form of Protection will not determine 
the issue. We shall vote in the direction of Protection or in the 
direction of Free Trade, with comparative simplicity of outlook. 
Some of us will feel now, as we have always felt, that a self- 
sufficient and economically independent Empire, with internal 
free trade, and no very intimate concern with the world outside, 
is a noble ideal; one conducive to, the peace of the world, as 
well as to the prosperity of the British race. Others of us will 
feel now, as we have always felt, that the old Cobdenite view of 
a world united by common dependence on the interchange of 
material wealth is one which we would do well to preserve, in 
spite of recent lapses, since we have already built up what 
material prosperity we can boast upon its fundamental 
implications. And if it involves us in a continuous and nerve- 
racking political struggle for the pacification of indigent or 
crack-brained neighbours—should we not be morally bound to 
carry that on, anyhow ? And that being so, is not the economic 
stimulus of our ever-increasing interdependence a desirable 
reminder of our moral duties ?

But there—it is time we suspended such reflections for fear 
they might lead us to a party-political conclusion. That final 
step must be left to our readers, to each, according to her taste. 
In conclusion, we would like to offer our heartfelt condolences to 
those of them who; being whole-heartedly Free Trade, may find 
themselves conscientiously compelled to vote against Lady Astor, 
as 'well as to those of them who, being whole-heartedly 
Protectionist, may feel conscientiously compelled to vote against 
Mrs. Wintringham. For our own part, nothing would induce us 
to do either the one or the other.

I AM NOT A CANDIDATE.

Parliament which may remain in power for five 
to it that these vital issues are not neglected.
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A SHORTER CATECHISM FOR 
CANDIDATES.

MANIFESTO TO WOMEN VOTERS.

The following questions do not, of course, include all the 
reforms for which the Woman’s Leader stands and in which 
we should like to see candidates educated, but they deal with, 
some of those questions which are most likely, to become 
“practical politics ” in the near future.
1. EQUAL FRANCHISE.

Will you use your vote and influence to make the 
qualifications for a woman voter the same as that for 
a man ?
Note/—The present qualification excludes the great majority of 
women wage-earners, some because they are under 30 and others 
because they live with their parents or employers or in-furnished 
lodgings and do not rank as occupiers or owners.
2. WIDOWS’ PENSIONS.

Will you urge your party to carry into immediate 
effect the principle to which it has pledged itself 
by the granting of pensions to civilian widows with 
dependent children?1
Note.—The Conservative Party, at the recent meeting of the 
National Unionist Association at Plymouth, carried unanimously 
a resolution to this effect. As originally intended the resolu
tion contained the words " as soon as the financial condition of 
the country permits." An amendment was proposed and carried 
defeating this qualifying clause. The Labour Party’s Election 
manifesto expressly mentions this Reform. The Liberal Party’s 
Election manifesto includes an affirmation of the same principle.
3. EQUAL GUARDIANSHIP.

Will you urge the Government to introduce immediate 
legislation giving equal rights of custody, guardianship, 
and maintenance to mothers with fathers over the 
children ?
Note.—A Bill to this effect has been before the House for two 
sessions and when the dissolution took place a standing Joint 
Committee of both Houses was about to report. This long 
deferred reform has a place in the Election, manifestos of the 
Liberal and Labour Parties.
4. WOMEN POLICE.

Will you urge the Government to appoint more 
Women Police for London and to introduce legislation 
making the appointment of an adequate number of 
trained and duly attested women compulsory on local 
authorities ?
Note.—A Committee appointed by the Home Office recom- 
mended in 1920 that women " should form an integral part of 
the police force."
5. EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITIES IN INDUSTRY 

AND THE PROFESSIONS.
Will you take every opportunity of advocating the 

principle of equal opportunities for men and women 
in industry and the professions and equal pay for 
equal work ?
Note.—The question of the pay for women in the Civil Service 
is bound to come forward in the coming session, as in August, 
1921, it was decided that the question should be reconsidered 
in three years.

6. Will you support the provisions of an adequate 
scale of training and employment schemes for un
employed women as well as men ; also a wide extension 
of occupation centres for juveniles ?
Note,—Hitherto nothing has been done in this direction except 
through the provision of a few Home Crafts Centres for training 
for domestic service, and the numbers of occupation centres for 
juveniles is wholly inadequate. (See Report.)

7. Will you support and work for Permanent Peace 
through an all inclusive and active League of Nations, 
and further will you urge the Government to include 
women among the full voting delegates it appoints to 
the League or any bodies in connection with the League ?

The National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship has 
issued the following manifesto to women voters :—

The National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship, 
which under its former title of National Union of Women's 
Suffrage Societies helped to win Votes for Women, asks you to 
remember that you owe a debt to the women who are suffering 
from injustice in the present laws, in whose names the vote was 
won. This election is an opportunity’for paying that debt

1. The vote .was won in the names of the women War 
Workers, “ without whose assistance " (so the Government 
told us)' " success was impossible ; with whose assistance 
victory was assured.” We want votes for these women 
workers, only about one in fifteen of whom are enfranchised 
under the present qualification. Ask your candidate to 
press the Government for a Bill giving votes to women on 
the same terms as men.

2. The vote was won in the names of Widows left with 
young children to support, who have no resource but to 
work in the labour market for insufficient pay or apply for 
Poor Relief. We want pensions for these widows free from 
the stigma of pauperism. Ask your candidate to press for 
Widows’ Pensions.

3. The vote was won in the names of Married Mothers 
who are denied all legal rights over their own children. 
We want a Bill giving Equal Rights of Custody, Guardian- 
ship, and Maintenance for mothers and fathers. Ask your 
candidate to support such a Bill.

4. The vote was won in the names of sweated Women 
Workers, crowded together in unskilled occupations. Ask 
your candidate to support Equal Opportunities and Equal 
Pay for men and women in industry and the professions, 
irrespective of sex or marriage; also adequate provision 
for Unemployment through training and relief schemes.

5. The vote was won in the names of all those, especially 
the children, who are suffering from the cruelty of war. 
Ask your candidate to support and work for Permanent 
Peace through an all inclusive democratic and active 
League of Nations. ■
Remember that your votes on 6th December will 'riot merely 

help to decide the issue between Free Trade and Protection. They

I stood as a candidate at the last General Election for a hope
less seat, my opponent having a 4,000 majority and my Party 
no organization worth speaking of in the Division. I did not 
win the seat, and there is no reason to suppose a man candidate 
would have succeeded in winning it.

When the present Election came along I decided. I would 
not fight any seat which had not a fair chance of being won 
because I felt that if women candidates in numbers accepted 
hopeless seats from their Parties it would tend to establish 
the legend that " Women never get in.”

I have been offered six constituencies in which I could have 
been the official candidate of my Party, with the full backing 
of the Party machine and the Party war-chest. I have examined 
each proposition carefully, and I found that in each case the 
chances of a win were practically nil.

I should like to hear the views of women prominent in public 
work as to the advisability or otherwise of women candidates 
coming forward ready to fight hopeless seats, and as to how 
far this retards or accelerates the day when each. Party will 
be represented by a proportion of women in the House of 
Commons. At, the moment of writing nothing is known as 
to the fate of the women candidates now standing at this 
Election. I venture to predict that the majority of them 
will agree that they have been put up to fight seats in which 
the chances of victory are small. December 6th will tell its 
tale, but I am quite clear that this is a subject which those who 
desire to secure the election of women to the House of Commons 
will have to give very careful thought to, and I hope the Woman’s 
Leader will secure, and ■ publish the views of representative 
women, whether they have been candidates at this Election 
or not.
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THE PROSPECT FOR WOMEN 
CANDIDATES.

When this paper is in the hands of the readers there will only 
be five days (including Sunday) to run in this snap election 
campaign. Every moment is therefore valuable if the women 
of the country are determined to secure the successful return 
of more women as well as the three who were members of the last 
Parliament. It will be no easy task, but women, who instinctively 

. hate and detest war or physical strife, are good fighters for causes 
if they are convinced that a cause is worth fighting for. The facts 
are these :—

Last year thirty-three women stood for Parliament ; this year 
there are thirty-four. Of these, seven are Unionists, twelve are ■ 
Liberals, thirteen represent Labour, one stands as Independent, 
and one as a Co-Operative Candidate.

Geographically they are distributed as follows: Scotland 
three, Wales one, North of England five, Midlands ten, London, 
and Home Counties nine, the South and West five, and the 
East one.

Our eyes naturally turn first to the position of the three former 
Members. Both Lady Astor and Mrs. Wintringham are in the 
midst of a stiff fight, and Mrs. Philipson's prospects,' always 
beyond doubt, have, we think, been rendered still more certain 
by the appearance of a third candidate in the field—another 
woman, Mrs. Penny, standing in the Labour interest.

What are the chances of the rest ? We think it will interest 
our readers to know what the women candidates are up against. 
Out of the total thirty-one, not a single one is standing for a . 
seat previously held in the last Parliament by the Party she 
represents, as the following table will show. On the face of it, 
Dame Helen Gwynne-Vaughan, Miss Susan Lawrence, and the 
Duchess of Atholl appear to have the best chances, and local 
circumstances may help Miss Margaret Bondfield to turn the 
heavy majority against her into one in her favour. We are glad 
to know that all these candidates stand whole-heartedly for the 

, reforms for which this paper stands, except the Duchess of Atholl, 
who, while sympathetic, wishes to have unfettered judg
ment if returned to Parliament. As we said last week, 
we wish Dame Helen was not standing against a good and tried 
friend of,the Women’s Movement. Of the remaining number, 
we recognize that figures are often fallacious, and that there 
are many elements at work, which may Spring some surprises 

. when the results are made known.
Mrs. Oliver Strachey and Lady Terrington are doing women a 

good service in standing against two members of the House of 
Commons who persistently oppose legislation dealing with the * 
reforms for which we stand—Colonel Grant Morden and 

. Lieut.-Col. Du Pre. We greatly regret that a Labour member has 
at the last moment been put up against Mrs. Oliver Strachey, 
but we confidently hope that the fact that she is standing for the 
third time in Brentford and Chiswick and the record of the late 
Member will help to secure her safe return. Mrs. Strachey has 
unusual qualifications and experience for Parliament, and we 
sincerely trust that her courage and perseverence will be rewarded 
by success. Lady Terrington is standing for the second time, and 
we hope to see her in Parliament for her own sake as well as 
because we wish to see her opponent out. Her husband. 
Lord Terring ton, who is helping her, has special claims to the 
gratitude of women voters, because of his championship of the 
Equal Guardianship on the Joint Committee. Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, with her political experience and ability, after her former 
campaign deserves a better chance, but she is putting up a splendid 
fight. She, like Mrs. Strachey, has served an apprenticeship to 
politics and knows her job, and we hope she may achieve 
a triumph in Richmond. Space will not allow mention here of 
other candidates whom we would welcome in the House of 
Commons, but we reiterate our appeal to the readers of this 
paper to help one or other of the women who are standing, and 
ensure not only the safe return of new as well as old friends to 
the House, but sporting and creditable polls in the case of those 
who are unsuccessful. ,

See page 349 for list of woman candidates.
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MR. BALDWIN AND WOMEN’S 
QUESTIONS.

In response to a. request from the Parliamentary Secretary of 
the National Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship to receive 
a deputation from that Organization, the Prime Minister has 
through his secretary, replied as follows —

" The Prime Minister much regrets that the great pressure 
upon his time during the election campaign does not permit 
him to accede to the many requests for deputations which are 
now being addressed to him. In the circumstances he has 
no alternative but to state, in writing the views which he holds 
on the points which you, have raised.

" (1) Equal Franchise. On the subject of equal franchise 
for men and women the Government are in agreement with 
the view expressed by the late Prime Minister, that the 
discrimination in age between men and women contained in 
the Franchise Bill of 1918 cannot be permanent. In the 
Prime Minister’s view, however, a Bill to alter the existing 
Franchise could only be introduced towards the close of the 
next Parliament, and the Government, if returned to power, 
will then be ready to consider with an open mind whether 
this question should not be reopened.

" (2) Equal guardianship rights for mothers and fathers. 
The Government propose to revive the Joint Committee of 
both Houses which has been investigating this subject with 
a view to an agreed measure being submitted to Parliament.

" (3) Pensions for widows with dependent children. The 
Government are in sympathy with, this proposal, and they 
consider that it is one which should receive the most careful 
consideration when the state. of the national finances is such 
as to warrant the heavy expenditure involved.”
In addition, in answer to a very similar request from the 

Six Point Group, the Prime Minister, in refusing to receive a 
deputation, referred to the following points which had been 
raised by them :—•

(1) Amelioration of the Law in the matter of Child Assault.— 
The Prime Minister would gladly consider a statement 
indicating more clearly in what direction modification of the 
law is desired. Any representations which you may have to 
make on this subject will be welcomed. In the meantime the 
Prime Minister would like to assure you that any measures for 
the better protection ■ of the child will receive the most 
sympathetic consideration of the Government.

(2) Adequate Legal and Financial Protection for the Children 
of Unmarried Parents.-—The Government will give sympathetic 
consideration to any proposals for improving the lot of the 
children in question or any representations which you may 
desire to put forward indicating more precisely the specific 
reforms which your Association has in mind.

(3) Equal Pay for Men and Women Teachers.—The Govern
ment are in general sympathy with the ideal expressed in the 
formula “ equal pay for equal work,” which, of course, is 
capable of very diverse interpretations. A claim that in all 
cases the pay of men and women teachers should be identical 
would, if realized in practice,’not only have the deplorable 
result of throwing many women teachers out of employment, 
but would involve the overriding by the State of the views of 
Local Authorities in a matter (the appointment of teachers) 
which Parliament has entrusted to the Authorities. Moreover, 
in this matter regard must be had to the serious condition of the 
country’s finances and to the heavy additional burden 
(estimated at about 77,000,000 per annum) which the adoption 
of the proposal would involve.
. c(1) Equal Opportunities for Men and Women in the Civil 
Service..—The Government have already accepted the principle 
that the fullest possible opportunity should be given to women, 
in the Civil Service, and the Prime Minister endorses the 
resolutions on this subject, which were passed by the House 
of Commons on the 5th of August, 1921.
The answers with regard to Guardianship of Children and 

Pensions for Widows are the same as those made to the National 
Union of Societies for Equal Citizenship.

At the meeting held by the Women’s Unionist Organization 
at Drury Lane on the 22nd November, Mr. Neville Chamberlain 
made the following somewhat vague remarks ■:—

• If we are returned to power no doubt we shall have an 
opportunity of passing legislation analogous to that which we
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passed last session, the first steps to a reform which I have long 
been interested in, the recognition that innocent children 
should not be handicapped by the fault . of their parents.

1 No doubt we shall have time to introduce legislation for the 
special interests of women and children.
What does this all amount to ? No definite statement of policy 

with regard to the removal of existing inequalities in the law 
between men and women has been put forward by the Con
servative Party, only very perfunctory and very much qualified 
approval of certain specific points. The Conservative Party 
appears to have retrogressed into the dim ages, as even in 1918 
it had given a definite undertaking to remove all inequalities in 
the law between men and women. A good deal of hard work 
will have to be done by women voters to bring the Conservative 
Party up to the level of the other two.

To examine the Prime Minister’s answers one by one :—
। (1) Equal FranchiseAt^o mention is made of the necessity of 

giving the franchise to women, not only of the same age, but on 
the same terms as men, thus offering no relief to the many women 
who are disqualified from voting through not possessing their 
own house or unfurnished rooms. It is also unsatisfactory that 
Mr. Baldwin should wish to postpone consideration of the whole 
question until towards the close of the next Parliament. When 
is the'close of the next Parliament to be ? Possibly before the 
end of its first session, as on this occasion ! It is always possible 
to render unnecessary the traditional demand for a General 
Election when a large new section has been added to the electorate 
by, as was provided for in the Representation of the People Bill, 
1918, enacting that the new electorate shall not vote until a 
General Election is due to take place on other grounds.

(2) Pensions jor Widows with Dependent Children.—'The Prime 
Minister has unfortunately taken up a position less advanced 
than that of the National Unionist Conference. It will be remem
bered that at Plymouth only last month a resolution in favour 
of such Pensions was passed, in which the qualifying phrases 
with regard to the state of the national finances were deliberately 
struck out.

(3) Equal Guardianship of Children,—The announcement of 
the reappointment of the Joint Select Committee on the 

. Guardianship of Infants Bill is to be welcomed, though we admit 
we should have liked a pronouncement that any agreed Bill 
produced by this Committee would be assured of Government 
help and support.

With regard to the other points raised, our readers will note, 
that enthusiasm with regard to the need for the reforms specified 
is conspicuously absent, although the demand for a more exact 
statement of the demands of the Six Point Group is perhaps 
a hopeful sign. .

As stated last week, it is up to women voters, by bringing 
pressure to bear on the individual candidates at the forthcoming 
election, to obtain as large a proportion as possible of Conservative, 
candidates pledged to the reforms on which so many women are 
agreed (see the “ Shorter Catechism ”) so that the Conservative 
Government, if returned to power, may be carried along by the 
impetus of its own followers, and be forced to take action.

E. M. H.

WOMEN CANDIDATES.
• Unionist.

♦Viscountess Astor (Plymouth, Sutton), CAPT. J. WOULFE-BRENAN 
• (Lab.). (U. 3,093.) ’

Dame Helen GWYNNE Vaughan (Camberwell, North), *C. G. Ammon 
(Lab.). (Lab. 254.) —----

Miss R. Parsons (Lancaster, Ince), *S. WALSH (Lab.). (Lab. 9,075.)
♦Mrs. HILTON PHILIPSON (Northumberland, Berwick-on-Tweed), CAPT. H.

Robson (LJ, Mrs. Edna Penny (Lab.). (U. 6,142.)
Miss E. Pilkington (St. Helens), *J. SEXTON (Lab.). (Lab. 6,144.)
MISS V. Roberton (Glasgow, St. Rollox), *J. Stewart (Lab.). (Lab. 

5,771.)
DUCHESS of Atholl (Perth and Kinross, Kinross and Western), P. A. 

Molteno (L.) (N.L. unop.)
Liberals.

Mrs. CORBETT Ashby (Richmond, Surrey), *H. BECKER (U.). (Ind. U. 
6,043.)

Mrs. George Cadbury (Birmingham, King’s Norton), *Sir Herbert 
Austin (U.), G. BENSON (Lab)., Mrs. E. Barton (Co.-op.). (U. 1,853.) 

Mrs. R. Clarkson (Birmingham, Moseley), *P. J. H. Hannon (U.). (U. 
unop.)

Mrs. Marcus DIMSDALE (Cambridge), CAPT. R. Briscoe (U.), A. E. Stubbs 
(Lab.). (U. 679.)

MRS. H. Holland (Glamorgan, Gower):, *D. R. GRENFELL (Lab.). (Lab. 
2,086.) '

Miss Helen Fraser (Lanark, Hamilton), *D. M. Graham (Lab.). (Lab. 
3,276.)

MRS. OGILVIE Gordon (Hastings), *Lord Eustace PERCY (U.), R. Davies 
(Lab.). (U. 7,499.)

Miss Mary Grant (Yorks, West Riding, Pontefract), *T. SMITH (Lab.), 
MAJOR A. N. Braithwaite (U.). (Lab. 616.)

Mrs. Ada MOODY (Stoke-on-Trent, Hanley), *H. Parker (Lab.). (Dab. 
4,430.)

Lady Terrington (Bucks, Wycombe), *LT.-COL. W. B. Du Pre (U.), 
G. Young, (Lab.). (U. 4,473.)

Miss Ursula Williams (Durham, Consett), *Rev. H. DUNNICO (Lab.). 
(Lab. 4,599.)

*Mrs. WINTRINGHAM (Ind. L.) (Lindsey, Louth), G. Peto (U J. (L. 883.) 
Labour.

Dr. Ethel Bentham (Islington, East), *CAPT! A. U. M. Hudson (U.), 
A. S. COM YNS-CARR (L.). (U. 3,847.)

Miss Margaret BONDFIELD (Northampton), *C A. McCurdy (L.), 
J. B. Collier (U.). (N.L., 5,484.)

Mrs. A Corner (Surrey, Farnham), *A. M. Samuel (U.), C. a’B. WILLIAMS 
(L.). (U. 9,245.)

Mrs. M. A. Hamilton (Rochester, Chatham), * Lt.-Col. J. T. C. MOORE- 
Brabazon (U.), Sir A. Callaghan (L.). (U. 653.)

Miss Dorothy Jewson (Norwich 2), *G. H. ROBERTS (U.), *Lt.-Com, 
E. Hilton Young (L.), IT. D. SWAN (U.), IT. J. COPEMAN (LJ, 
W. R. Smith (Lab.). (N.L. 15,542.)

Miss Susan LAWRENCE (East Ham, North), *C. W. Crooke (IT.), E. E. 
Edwards (L.). (U. 468).

Miss M. Palliser (Bournemouth), "LT.-COL. H. PAGE CROFT (U.), C. B.
Dallow (L.). (U. 5.509.)

Mrs. E. Palmer (Isle of Wight), CAPT. P. D. Macdonald (U.), Maj.-Gen.
J. E. B. Seeley (L.). (L. 1,582.)

Mrs. Edna Penny (Northumberland, Berwick-on-Tweed), *Mrs. Hilton 
PHILIPSON (U.), CAPT. H. Robson (LJ. (U. 6,142.)

Mrs. L. Simpson (Dorset, Western), *Major W. P. COLFOX (U.). (U. 4,548.)
Miss JESSIE STEPHEN (Portsmouth., South), *Maj. H. R. Cayzer (U.), 

Rear-Admiral D rury-Lowe (L.). (U. 2,121.)
Countess of Warwick (Warwick and Leamington), CAPT. A. EDEN (U.), 

G. Nicholls (L.). (U. unop.)
Miss E. C. WILKINSON (Ashton-under-Lyne), *Sir W. de Freece (U.), 

H. T. GREENWOOD (L.). (U. 3,172.)
Other Pa^rties.

Mrs. E. Barton (Co-Op.) (Birmingham, King's Norton), *Sir Herbert 
Austin (U.), Mrs. G. Cadbury (L.), G. Benson (Lab.). (U. 1,853.)

Mrs. OLIVER Strachey (Ind.) (Brentford and Chiswick), *Col. W. GRANT 
Morden (U.), W. Haywood (Lab.). (U. 2,346.)

CHILD ADOPTION.
By GERALD

The case for the legal recognition of adoption rests upon the 
experience, common to all races, that it helps childless people 
to greater happiness and homeless children to better sur- 
roundings, better homes and better lives. The practice has served 
as a comfort to countless households and as a way of escape to 
countless infants born to lives of penury and misfortune.

The Bill which was brought forward this year seeks to subject 
all proposed adoptions to the sanction of the Court ; i.e. one of 
the Courts in the Chancery Division or a County Court. Such a 
course would have the advantages (a) of averting improper and 
ill-advised adoptions ; (b) of standardizing the conditions and, 
safeguards under which adoptions may take place ;(c) of giving 
to adopters and adopted the great advantage, which is denied 
to them by the present law, of absolute security from claims on 
the part of the natural parents to reclaim a child in spite of years 
spent in his or her adopted home. It is to be hoped that next 
year the Bill will have a safe passage into law. This year it has 
been blocked by the Home Office's reluctance to accept any 
measure which will in any degree add to the volume of the work 
in Courts of Law. It seems a poor scruple when so much personal 
•happiness and so much benefit to the State are at stake, for the

B. HURST, K.C.
State has aninterest, as well as the individual, in transferring a 
child from a miserable environment, from the stigma of 
illegitimacy, from institutions or workhouses, to a loving and 
enlightened family atmosphere.

The Bill is based upon the report of a departmental committee 
appointed by Mr. Shortt when he was Home Secretary, and 
presided over by Sir Alfred Hopkinson. It has the support 
of men and women of all political opinions, and ought not to- 
excite much controversy. It has, however, a relatively limited 
appeal, and will not be accepted by any Government unless 
pressed by the force of public opinion behind it. The long waste of 
words which so often makes the House of Commons a scene of 
desolation, has restricted the time for-Private Members’ Bills 
to a narrow compass. The hopes of the supporters of what seems 
to be a real social reform must, therefore, rest on the ballot for 
Bills next February. Meanwhile, the various Societies who have 
for years past been doing invaluable work for the nation in 
arranging adoptions and in bringing" the homeless child to the 
childless home," are trying valiantly to awaken interest in this 
cause, and I imagine that to the readers of the Woman’s Leader 
the appeal will not be made in vain.
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NOTES FROM THE CONSTITUENCIES 
WHERE WOMEN ARE STANDING.

Sutton, Ply mouth.Mn Lady Astor’s Election Address she 
- appeals to men and women of all parties to support her. She 

says: " I am not ashamed to ask men and women of all parties 
—Liberal, Labour, and Tory—to back me. I offer myself as a 
Unionist. I believe Mr. Baldwin, the Prime Minister, to be one 
of the most honest of politicians. He said at Plymouth that I 
was no ordinary Member. I have always been independent— 
but I have never abused your trust or discredited my con- 
stituents.” We are delighted to hear that the Plymouth Citizens’ 
Association has issued a manifesto in which it, though a non- 
party body, supports Lady Astor on the ground oi her work " of 
paramount importance ” for women and children. The House of 
Commons without Lady Astor is unthinkable.

Louth.-—Mrs. Wintringham has issued an admirable leaflet, 
which cannot fail to impress the voters in her constituency, giving 
an indication of her work in the last Parliament. It is a remark- 

, able record for one woman; but, if anything, she understates 
her achievements. We hope the Louth voters fully realize the 
work of national importance Mrs. Wintringham is doing. Her 
defeat is unthinkable.

Perth and Kinross, Kinross and Western.—The Duchess of 
Atholl, who has not definitely stated her views on the reforms 
for which this paper stands, has agreed to receive a deputation 
from the Crieff Citizens’ Association, organized by the East 
Scottish Federation of the National Union of Societies for Equal 
Citizenship.

Norwich.’—We hear from a correspondent in Norwich that 
Miss' Jewson's prospects are very good, in that the advent of 
two Liberal candidates may result in a Labour victory. 
Miss Jewson, who is a former Girton student, is popular locally, 
and though young has a fine record of work.

Richmond, Surrey.—Mrs. Corbett Ashby has sent a personal 
letter to every woman voter in the constituency. It continues : 
“ A further special appeal to women to realize how much the 
issue must depend on them." We hope the women of Richmond 
will appreciate their woman candidate as much as the women of 
the forty countries represented in the International Woman 
Suffrage Alliance show their appreciation, by sending her to 
Westminster.

Wycowibe.^-2.Reports reach us of crowded meetings to hear 
Lady Terrington. In view of her opponent's record, we hope 
that her spirited contest for the second time will be rewarded 
with success.

St. Helens.—Here, again, we have a good woman opposing a 
good man on party grounds. Mrs. Evelyn Pilkington, J.P., has 
a splendid record of local public service as member of the Town 
Council and as a magistrate. Mr. Joseph Sexton, the late Labour 
Member, is a good friend to the reforms for which we stand.

Ince.—Miss Rachel Parsons, the Unionist Candidate, is the 
daughter of Sir Charles Parsons, once President of the British 
Association. She has expert knowledge of the marine engineering 
industry, and is an associate of the Society of Naval Architects.

Ilamilton.tiLIWs Helen Fraser has, we are told, accomplished 
wonders in a very short time in her constituency, and there is 
said to be a good sporting chance of success.

Brentford and Chiswick.-—In spite of the fact that a last-hour 
Labour Candidate has appeared on the scene, Mrs. Oliver 
Strachey’s workers are very optimistic. She has created an 
admirable organization which would put most party organiza
tions to shame. An unexpected, feature of the constituency 
is the remains of a gipsy settlement of about 200 persons, which 
is going to vote for her solid.

Northampton.—We hear trom workers returned from 
Northampton accounts of crowded meetings addressed , by 
Margaret Bondfield.

Sid

THE WOMAN’S LEADER, NOVEMBER 30, 192

THE OTHER FRANCE.
Marie Louise has always a hard time with her goats as she 

■ takes them down the riverside path for their evening meal. All 
through the earlier part of the day this path is abandoned to the 
birds, but as the sun dips a few cows and goats, accompanied 
by one or more of their human belongings, stroll down it to 
graze on the waterside pasture. The women sit and sew and talk, 
the children play those French games which seem so unamusing 
to English eyes. The black goat walks as Marie Louise bids him, 
but the white one hangs behind nibbling a bit from every bush 
before she reaches the appointed feeding-ground. They were 
safely there though, yesterday, when I came round the corner 
of the spinney hoping for a fresh glimpse of its wood-wrens, 
and Marie Louise and her cousin, seated on the ground, were in 
full spate of talk. The busy babble of their tongues put birds 
out of the question, but my field-glasses served as a happy 
introduction. La Cousine wears a black bonnet instead of a 
white cap. She looks the older and cleverer of the two, she is 
taller, and has fewer teeth and even more wrinkles. Together 
they talk- the patois of their " conterie ’’—it is more " familiar," 
but they were proud to show that with a foreigner they could 
speak " French ” like any townsfolk.

It was La Cousine who first tried the field-glasses. With some 
difficuty the cow at the other side of the meadow was got into her 
field of vision, and she was so proud of the feat that she evidently 
thought Marie Louise incapable of repeating it. She seemed 
slightly pained when the fat little woman sighted the calf “ with 
his muzzle oil) as if you could touch him with your hand." 
Wonderful things, such glasses, they agreed—and, wistfully, 
it must be nice to travel and see so many sights.

The old ladies themselves had never travelled, never been in 
a train, never set foot in the rattling motor-bus which links their 
commune with the railway, come to that they had never had any 
shoes other than the heavy wooden “sabots" they had now 
shuffled off to ease their tired feet.

From sabots to clothes and so to the absolutely inevitable 
question : “ And is living as dear with you as here ? ” A question 
which needs for its answer more skill in economics than I possess. 
So I told them something of our English troubles, above all of 
the black shadow of unemployment... They expressed a pelite 
interest, a rather prefunctory sympathy; but England was top 
vague an idea to hold their attention long, and we were soon 
back discussing prices again. " Apron stuff, now,” and each 
old lady fingered it fondly, before the war you got for four times 
twenty sous what now they charge you at 12 francs the metre. 
And the quality 1 " Now, there’s a petticoat that's over 100
years old,” said La Cousine, plucking outlier underskirt of rough, 
hard-woven woollen, .speckled like a guinea-hen. "It must be 
quite as old as that; I inherited it from my mother, and she told 
me she had it from hers. The only difference is my grandmother 
wore it to Mass, and I wear it every day. In those days there 
were hand weavers, I believe you ; the things they made wore. 
Yes, the women span and men wove, up till the wax. It is the war 
that has lost us (c'est la guerre qui nous a perdus).” And now they 
are calling up the classes arid our boys are going into the Ruhr. 
What do you think of it all ? they asked anxiously.

The indiscreet internationalist seems often to rouse more 
bitterness by speaking home truths than he can hope to allay 
by goodwill, so I went dead slow.

" Ah ! Mesdames," I said, “ that would be talking politics, 
and I might think one thing and you another,” " But that's not 
politics,” cries Marie Louise, " calling up the classes isn't politics, 
and what we fear is' that it means wax.” “ But peace and war 
depend on politicians," said I, sententiously, whilst La Cousine 
spoke reprovingly, " Yes, bien sur, peace and war those are 
politics.” But Marie Louise was not to be downed, the fear of war 
was heavy upon her. “ But we want peace,'” she said. " We poor 

- people are nothing of nothing, and the Government does what 
it will with us.” The opening was too tempting. Very tentatively 
I suggested that with us there were some people who feared that 
the occupation, of the Ruhr meant killing the Hen (why does she 
change from a goose to a hen as one crosses.the Channel) who 
might have laid golden eggs. (This is an argument which I find 
carries more weight in France than its ethical value quite 

of the " Nowarrants.) I will spare the reader the explanation 
more War ” basis with which I followed it up; 
discourse was abruptly cut short by the persistent 
the white goat.

She must be a police agent in disguise—that goat.

besides, my 
intrusion of

S. MARGERY FRY.
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WHAT I REMEMBER.1 XII.
By MILLICENT GARRETT FAWCETT, J.P., LL.D.

MY NEW HOMES IN LONDON, SALISBURY AND CAMBRIDGE 
1867—1884 (continued}.

THE WOMAN’S LEADER.

But I must go back to the time immediately after my 
marriage. My political education was just beginning; naturally 
I had to read and write for my husband. I grappled with news
papers and blue books, and learned more or less to convey their 
import to him. He took care that I should hear important 
debates in the House of Commons, and the Speaker and Serjeant 
at Arms were very kind in frequently offering me a seat in that 
portion of the ladies’ galleries which they controlled. Of course, 
the heavy brass trellis which then screened off these galleries, 
and their bad ventilation made them quite unnecessarily tiring 
and even exhausting ; but the whole scene was new to me 
and very interesting. During the debates on the Reform 
Bill of 1867, I heard the famous speech of Disraeli when, replying 
to a vehement personal onslaught from Gladstone, he had said 
that he had congratulated himself that he had been protected 
from his adversary by the substantial piece of furniture which 
lay between them. These chaffing remarks used to throw 
Gladstone into a white fury of rage; “ You call it amusing, 
I call it devilish," was, according to common talk, one of 
Gladstone's remarks on such an occasion.

I also heard Mill's speech when he moved the Women’s Suffrage 
amendment to the 1867 Reform Bill, its terms were to omit 
the word " mail ” from the enfranchising clause and substitute 
the word " person." The speech was a masterpiece of dose 
reasoning, tinged here and there by deep emotion. It thrilled me 
to hear my sister and her successful efforts to open the medical 
profession to women referred to. But perhaps what interested me 
most of all was the evidently powerful impression the speech made 
on the House. This was particularly shown in the case of Mr. John 
Bright. His brother Jacob, and all his sisters with whom I was 
acquainted, were Suffragists, but they had not succeeded in taking 
the most distinguished member of their family with them. As soon 
as Mill rose to speak John Bright entered the House and flung 
himself into the corner seat below the gangway on the left of the 
Chair, just below where Mill was speaking. Bright had a mocking 
smile on his face, which every one who remembers it will recall 
had a strong natural capacity in the curve of the mouth, even 
in repose, for expressing contempt. He crossed his legs and swung 
the one that was uppermost backwards and forwards. His whole 
figure suggested a strong mixture of dislike and contempt; but 
as Mill developed his arguments this gradually changed. The 
swinging leg became still, the mocking smile vanished, and when 
the division was taken Bright's name was actually among the 
73 who voted for Mill’s amendment. Bright, however, soon had 
a relapse ; he was by nature an Anti-Suffragist, and this was the 
one and only time that he gave a vote in favour of extending 
representation institutions to women. Though the amendment 
had been defeated by more than two to one, we were elated by the 
success, much greater than we had expected, of Mill's speech, 
and were especially glad that the division had not been on party 
lines. Mr. Russell Gurney, Recorder of London, and a much 
respected Conservative, acted as teller with Mr. Mill for the 
Suffragists, and in the division list, if pairs and tellers were 
added, it was found that the total number of our friends had been 
80, of whom about 10 were Conservatives. From that time until 
our final victory in 1918, we were successful in keeping the 
question of women's franchise on non-party lines. Of course, 
this had drawbacks, but these, such as they were, were greatly 
outweighed by advantages, especially in our chief .work for many 
years of active Suffrage propaganda in the country : but the 
story of, this must be left for a later chapter,

cambridge in the ‘SIXTIES/AND ’seventies.
To enjoy a share in the social life of Cambridge was an even 

greater change for me than either London or Salisbury had 
afforded. My first glimpse of it was in 1867 at the summer meeting 
of the Fellows of Trinity Hall, my husband’s college. It took 
me some time to apprehend the immense gulf which then 
separated the Heads of Colleges from persons of inferior 
University rank. This gulf flowed between the ladies as deep and 
strong as between members .of the more exalted, sex The seats 
allotted to women in the University Church, Great St. Mary’s, 

1 This article is the twelfth of a series which will extend over several months.

were labelled “ For the Ladies of Heads of Houses," " For the 
Ladies of Doctors of Divinity,” “ For the Ladies of Professors,” 
and so forth; and socially the laws of precedence were most 
strictly observed and controlled with the utmost rigour the 
movements of the ladies leaving the table after a dinner party as 
on all other occasions. Thus as the ladies were leaving the dining 
room I have seen two approaching the door at the same moment, 
pause and look at each other, each hesitating, each dreading to 
take a false step, then A said to B : “ Has your husband taken 
his Doctor’s degree ? ” B replied : “ No, it is to be to-morrow." 
This settled everything, and A said with decision: " Then I 
go first,” and swept out with great dignity. The gulf between 
University and not University was even more profound. There 
was a charming old Admiral 2 who, after serving his country on 
all the oceans of the world, chose Cambridge as his residence 
when age compelled him to retire. He was’entirely ignored in the 
University, but chancing to meet a Head of a College, in some 
favourite summer resort, the two became quite friendly, took 
walks and had talks together, and occasionally enjoyed a friendly 
rubber in the evening ; but the Head explained before they parted 
that this pleasant intimacy could not be continued in Cambridge. 
This seems incredible, but it was an actual fact and a 
characteristic one. The Heads of Colleges considered themselves 
quite a race apart, and could not demean themselves by social 
intercourse with any one below the University rank of a Doctor 
of Divinity or a Professor. The wife of a Head of a College who 
was also a Canon of Ely and therefore in residence there for some 
months every year was asked on her return to Cambridge what 
sort of society she found in Ely. " Very, very, quiet," she replied, 
“ Well, it is just what Cambridge would be without the Heads.”

In Cambridge, to the rank and file of ordinary M.A.s, this reply 
caused great .amusement, for the Heads of Houses were not 
ordinarily regarded as capable of adding materially to the gaiety 
of nations. -■ ' ■ .

I have one more story on this point. Two ladies, each married 
to a member of the University, were walking together in 
Cambridge ; they passed a terrace of attractive-looking houses, 
and one said to the other : " Those look nice houses ; it is a pity 
no one lives in them.” The other rather less than the first subdued 
to what she worked in, remarked : “ They don't look empty ” ; 
and the first rejoined: " Oh, I mean no one belonging to the 
University ! "

It is probable that these absurdities were on the wane when I 
first knew Cambridge in 1867 ; but it is rather interesting to 
have seen them in actual existence, a going concern, before they 
were overwhelmed by the democratic flood of later years. Not
withstanding these little oddities, I very soon came to love and 
value Cambridge with all my heart. We had most delightful 
friends there, and our four months every year, from October 
until opening of Parliament in February, became .the happiest 
of my life.

Among our intimate friends, and the one who more than any 
one else with the exception of my husband introduced me to the 
Cambridge world, was the Rev. H. A. Morgan, Fellow and Tutor, 
and afterwards Master, of Jesus College. I first made his 
acquaintance during the summer meetings of the Fellows of 
Trinity Hall in 1867 just referred to. Mr. Morgan was in residence 
at this time, and we saw him almost daily. A majority of my 
husband’s Cambridge friends were away, as it was the beginning 
of the Long Vacation ; but Mr. Morgan introduced them all to 
me vicarously by his extraordinary gifts of mimicry. He could 
not only mimic voice and manner : he could also imagine with 
ludicrous probability what each one of them would say on any 
given occasion. It was thus I first made the acquaintance of 
Dr. Kennedy, Professor of Greek, and Canon of Ely, formerly 
Head Master of Shrewsbury, where Mr. Morgan had been one of 
his pupils. H. A. M., as he was often called, had endless stories, 
all affectionate and appreciative, but intensely amusing, of his 
old master; he could also cause to live before one the then 
Master of Jesus College, and Dr. Westmoreland, Dr. Campion, 
of Queen’s College, the Rev. James Porter, of Peterhouse, 
Dr. Bateson, the Master of St. John’s, and many others. All 
these, when I came to live in Cambridge in the following October, 
I felt I already knew, not only the sound of their voices, but 
their main characteristics.

2 This was Admiral Davies, the father of Augusta,Webster, the poetess.
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THE WOMAN'S YEAR BOOK
The National Union of Societies, for Equal Citizenship, Miss 

Gates, the editor, and her distinguished band of contributors, 
have produced a. quite invaluable work of reference. For 
parents seeking information how best to educate their daughters, 
for the young girl desiring a career, for women generally wanting 
instruction as. to their position and powers in the State, their 
legal rights and obligations as citizens, there is here provided 
a storehouse of facts and information set forth in succinct form 
and clear language. Nor is the book merely a work of reference. 
Many of its sections can be read with pleasure and interest for 
'their own sake. Take for instance the opening pages, in which 
Mrs. Fawcett tells the story of the .gradual awakening of women, 
the demand for better education, which came even as early 
as the 17th century, and the struggle for political, emancipation, 
in which she herself played, so distinguished a part. The long 
section on Education again contains much reading of quite 
fascinating interest. We learn of a school at Brighton in 1850, 
so fashionable that its fees amounted to £500 a year, its 
curriculum being devoted to accomplishments and modem 
languages, and its sole aim social display. The boarders (or 
victims) were kept- at work all day, not allowed to speak English 
till after 6 p.m., and required to recite German or French verbs 
during their one hour’s walk in the open, air! One wishes 
Mrs. Ewing could have given us a picture of this amazing 
establishment. From it, to the lengthy list of colleges, high 
schools, and secondary schools whose activities are here described 
is so far a cry that it is difficult to realize that the development 
has taken place within the lifetime of many still among us. 
The Brighton school may help to reconcile those readers, if any, 
whose susceptibilities sustain perhaps a slight, a very slight 
shock, at the inclusion of a section on sports in a serious work 
like the present. Another section of extreme interest is that 
on Women in the Labour Market. It is difficult briefly to 
analyse social phenomena, and questions such as those here 
treated, and avoid results which are either so condensed as 
to be scarcely readable,- or so sketchy as to be of little use. 
Here the contributors have managed to keep a golden mean with 
conspicuous success, and I should like to draw special attention 
to Professor Winifred Cullis's brief survey of Fatigue in Industry 
(a subject now recognized to have economic as well as physio
logical importance), and to Mrs. Blanco-White’s History of 
the Trade Board Movement, especially in recent unsettled years, 
which is an excellent study of a complicated subject. By the 
way, something appears to have gone wrong with the last 
paragraph, of p. 341 ; what is the word ‘ population ” doing 
just there? Does it stand for "application”? The print 
and general get-up of the Year Book, however, are extremely 
good. Perhaps, with the Editor's permission, we may return 
to the subject in a future issue. B. L. Hutchins.

THE PUBLIC WELCOME.
The. General Election notwithstanding, the Year Book has 

had a cordial welcome in the Press. U. S. J. writes in the 
'Yorkshire Post:—

" At last we have the Woman’s Year Book for 1923-4, and 
I recommend it as the best five-shillings worth of information 
that I can remember to have come across. It is edited by 
Miss Evelyn Gates, assisted by an advisory committee, is 
compiled by the National Union of Societies for Equal Citizen- 
ship, and can be obtained from ' Women Publishers ’ at 170 
Strand, London, W.C. 2. The contributors, all of whom have 
given their services in order that the book may be published 
at a reasonable price, have been chosen from among women 
who are acknowledged authorities on their own subjects.. 
Perhaps the best indication one can give of the width of their 
range is to take a heading or two at random from the table of 
contents. The book opens with an " Historical Survey" of 
woman’s emancipation by Mrs. Fawcett, Miss Rathbone, and 
the distinguished lawyer. Miss Chrystal Macmillan, which is 
followed by a general survey of the Woman’s Year—the past 
year in politics, the arts, the industrial year, the social year, 
fashions (yes, fashions!), etc. I am bound to say here that 
there seems to be some thing a little uneasy about the section 
devoted to dress; I seem to see these ladies, having got their 
remarkable book together, suddenly remembering that fashions

{GQ-nfiniied in next column.)
1 The Woman’s Year Book, 1923-4. Edited by G. Evelyn Gates, M. A. 

Women Publishers Co., Ltd., 5s. Compiled by National Union Societies 
for Equal Citizenship. ’ .

ELSIE MAUD INGLIS.
died 26th November, 1917.

It is six years to-day since Dr. Elsie Inglis " passed death by". 
Most of the facts of her life are known and need no repeating ; 
her pioneer medical work for women, her suffragist ardour, her 
founding of the Scottish Women's Hospitals, and, lastly, that 
supreme triumph which places her to-day alongside the 
Unknown Warrior.

People will always be impressed by majorities and pre
ponderances ; and too . often, when the warrior dead are 
remembered, the lion-hearted valour of those women, few in 
number, who laid down their lives also, is left unrecorded. 
To-day let us repair this dear omission. There will be many 
hearts in Serbia and Russia, as well as in Scotland and England 
and the far places of the world, who will remember gratefully 
to-day " the much-honoured Elsie Maud, the daughter of John,” 
whose " tireless and wonderful work ” still lives, and with her 
memory gather those of all others who gave their lives for our 
service.

Let us have a " great remembering.”
In her lifetime many memorials were raised to Dr. Inglis’s 

work ; the Hospice in High Street, Edinburgh, the Fountain 
at Mladanovatz in Serbia, her Units themselves, and the beams 
of these lighthouses stretch far into the future; there is no 
likelihood that her work will easily be forgotten. But there is 
something even more important still. It is the inspiration of 
her life itself, a less tangible and more potent'inheritance which 
to-day may help us to capture. To expect great things of people 
and to give them confidence in their own powers is to call out 
great things; this is ever the work of the true leaders of mankind. 
And as Dr. Inglis called confidently upon her fellow-workers for 
services which they had never contemplated, so we feel that she 
handed to those she left behind the same assured challenge, 
confident of the response.

Those who knew her and worked with her, those who loved her, 
and those whom she loved will not need words by which to 
remember her; but we who did not know her, we also remember 
and count it a signal honour that we, too, enter into the heritage 
of her memory.

And what better day could one have for remembering all those 
known and unimown women who laid down their lives during the 
war as heroically as any soldier ? We have kept the Mass of the 
Unknown Warrior, let us to-day remember the Unknown Heroine. 
That ceremonies and tokens are absent matters not a whit : a 
silent tribute of spontaneity is especially fitting and very precious 
to a woman's heart.

Let us who are women especially remember with gratitude 
Elsie Inglis and all those who, like her, took on wounds and death 
doing work which was our work. . And let us all carry the 
inspiration of their lives into the lean and vital days which 
confront us.

HILDA FINNEMORE.

DR. CLIFFORD.
Mrs. Fawcett writes:—In the death of Dr. Clifford the 

N.U.S.E.C. loses one of its most valued and most stalwart 
supporters. All through the time when our victory for Suffrage 
seemed very far off, he did not fail to give us every kind of help. 
The fact that nearly all the political leaders of the Party to 
which he belonged were in opposition to. our demands did not 
cause him a moment’s hesitation : he remained our strong and 
steadfast friend. He would lend his chapel, give us his good 
word and his powerful influence on every critical occasion. We 
have spoken above of our “ loss". But the support of a man 
of his eminence and character is never lost. His influence 
remains, and is one of our most valued possessions. He lived 
in full vigour of mind far beyond the usual span of man's life, 
and of him the words may be fitly quoted: "Full of cares, 
full of years, of neither weary, but full of Hope and of Heaven.”.

(continuect.^
had been altogether overlooked. 'Dress!’ they would then 
exclaim in painful dismay, we must get dress in somehow I ‘ 
and they would anxiously and hurriedly look about for some 
one to sugar the pill. Then back to business. National govern
ment, local government, women and the law, League of Nations, 
committee procedure, ..careers for women, vital ■ statistics—and 
so on."

HOUSEHOLD ECONOMICS.
[This column is under the direction of Ann Pope, who will be 

pleased to receive contributions in the form of letters, not exceeding 
300 words ; or short articles, not exceeding 600 words.}

ALCOHOL AND COOKING.
Early in the year, soon after I began contributing this column 

to the WOMAN’S Leader, I was particularly asked to give 
a cookery recipe each week. This was done until a different type 
of article was requested. As Christmas was approaching, with 
the wish to please all tastes, I copied out a recipe for Christmas 
cake, one for Christmas pudding, and one for mincemeat, but 
I must confess I did not select them for their ingredients, and 
I had never tried them myself. I selected them because they 
possessed an interesting history. They were taken from a 
collection of family recipes which had been made into a most 
excellent cookery book through the co-operation of a mistress 
and her maid.

A11 these recipes were worked out by the cook, written down 
by the mistress, and the good things enjoyed by the family and 
friends. The lady in question is "a person of importance,” but, 
as the use of alcohol in cooking has been condemned in our 
correspondence columns, I am deleting the two remaining recipes 
together with the acknowledgment of appreciation, and the 
names of book, writer, and cook.

Skill in cooking and a knowledge of food values are great assets 
in Temperance work.

HOME PRODUCTION v. FACTORY, 
in.

The following are essential safeguards in fruit and vegetable 
canning :—

(1) That all dirt should be thoroughly removed from any food 
to be preserved.

(2) That the use of fresh and sound raw products packed 
with the least delay is one of the greatest means of protection 
against botulism.

In a word every sanitary precaution must be taken before 
actual preservation is begun.

. Next, there is the actual method of preservation to be con- 
sidered. It is a question of importance and considerable 
difficulty to ascertain “ when a mass of food material is subjected 
to, say, a temperature of boiling point, what the actual 
temperature is in different parts of the interior of the mass. 
It follows that while a certain process of cooking may be sufficient 
to kill organisms lying on the surface, those in the middle or 
in other parts of the interior may not be destroyed.”

At the present time a series of studies is being carried out 
in America from which it is expected amongst other things 
that a formula can be devised from which it is possible to 
calculate accurately the time and temperature necessary in 
the process of preserving any particular food, in order to be 
assured that the spores of any organism whose resistance to 
heat is known may be destroyed.
HOME-PRODUCTION.

By which it will be seen that Home-Bottling or canning is 
not necessarily the simple thing we might in our ignorance 
believe, and, that we may be safer in the hands of a reliable

employing scientific experts, than in the hands of the 
modern domestic. It is quite a different matter if the mistress 
supervise the whole process herself and possesses the necessary 
knowledge; for in this case she will not dream of bottling fruit 
or vegetables without using a proper thermometer, and will 
subject her manufactures to the proper heat for the length 
of time required for different products. A very good little 
book written by Mr. and Mrs. Banks is published by the Horti
cultural Society, Vincent Square, Westminster, S.W. 1 giving 
the formula for temperature, time, etc., they have found success
ful in sterilizing different foods. This is the book I have always 
used, and in following the directions it contains I have, so far 
never had a failure. ANN POPE

[Member American Hpme Economics Association.}

ONE WAY OF HELPING.
You will see that there are several articles in this number of 

special value to willing voters. If you have not already done 
So, please write or wire at once for additional copies. The 
paper is as cheap as a single pamphlet and has a great deal 
more in it. Some societies have ordered large numbers of extra 
copies already. Send a marked copy to each of your candidates.

THE LAW AT WORK.1
PRISONS IN SCOTLAND.

The Annual Report of Scotch Prisons is a very elaborate 
document; it contains numerous diagrams and tables, and it 
must be supposed that it is the cost of printing these that makes 
the price 13s. 6d. as compared with the modest 2s. which is 
charged for the. Report of Prisons for England and Wales 
The following facts taken from it will be of interest to women 
magistrates.

The decrease in commitments to prison during the last forty 
years has been enormous—from 48,000 in 1882 to 17,000 in 
1922. In the last year the total number has gone down by 
1,300. Especially marked has been the reduction in short 
terms of imprisonment; for example, the number of those 
sentenced to three days, which used to run annually into many 
thousands, has now been reduced to nil. This is due largely 
to the giving of time to pay fines : the Commissioners point 
out that this power might be used even more freely than it is 
at present, and it is obvious from the table of offences given 
in an Appendix that large numbers of prisoners .have been 
sentenced for breaches of public order for which well-to-do 
people would pay a fine and go free. There is a gratifying 
decrease in all the more serious crimes; such as murder, assaults 
by husbands on wives, indecent .assault, and crimes against 
property with violence. The crimes that show an increase 
are embezzlement, forgery, and fraud.

Regret is expressed that the use of probation has not increased, 
and that it is very little used in the case of adults. But in spite 
of this slow growth the Commissioners protest against the 
proposal to set up a Central Authority for Probation, and declare 
that they themselves are the best authority, on the grounds 
that if persons put upon probation were not so treated they 
would be sent to prison. It would seem to most people to be 
essential that the whole subject of probation should he as far 
as possible dealt with apart from that of punishment and prison. 
Figures are given which show that during last year 66 former 
inmates of Reformatories and 169 of Industrial Schools were 
admitted to prison under the age of 25.

There were admitted to the Borstal Institutions 264 boys 
and 31 girls. It is depressing to read that 27 found physically 
unfit and four mentally unfit for Borstal treatment were sent 
to prison instead. Out of the 560 boys discharged since 1913, 
187 have been reconvicted or had their licences revoked. The 
corresponding figures for girls are much worse, the number of 
breakdowns being 49 out of 75. Perhaps this may be’ partly 
accounted for by the fact that two of the girls’ Borstals are 
simply part of an existing prison. The reports from the 
Governors of the Institutions show, that much care and interest 
is expended on the young people committed to them. There 
was no case of corporal punishment during the year. Most of 
the punishments were denial of privileges, but in one boys’ 
institution 184 punishments consisted of reduction in diet and 
191 of sleeping on a wooden bed. In the Borstal section 
of Edinburgh Prison a great amount of unrest is remarked • 
the punishments show an increase during the year, and there 
were five escapes. A good deal of the work is house-building 
which ought to provide an interesting outlet for the boys’ 
energies, but in one institution we read that “ Work during 
the year was rather scarce, but stone-breaking and basket- 
making afforded suitable and remunerative work for the 
majority. The girls do a good deal of knitting, and the fine
ness of their knitted jumpers is commented upon; some are 
trained for farm service, and the feeding and care of pigs and 
hens are taught in a practical manner.

At the end of the Report the histories are given in detail 
of 20 men and five women prisoners taken at random. What 
is remarkable in them is the large proportion who came from 
respectable parents and attended Church and Sunday School 
regularly in their youth; but as these records are taken from 
the prisoner s own statements, allowance must be made for the 
natural loyalty to parents which may have coloured their 
recollections. Drink is given as a large cause of their downfall 
by about eleven of the men and four of the women. Some of them 
are people of respectable* lives who yielded to a sudden tempta
tion, and ten were first offenders. It is impossible to believe 
that some of these could not preferably have been placed on 
probation, and thus saved from the first of what is too often a series 
of convictions. These in the caste of one of the men amounted 
to and one of the women to 66. C. D. Rackham.

Under the direction of Mrs. C. D. Rackhmit.fP.., Miss s. Margery Fry. 
J.P., with Mrs. Crofts, M.A., LL.B., as Hon. Solicitor. .
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election work among societies.
Our Societies are responding'splendidly to the many demands 

that have been put upon them, and in a great' many places 
they are carrying on active Election campaigns. At the 
following places meetings have been arranged where all the 
candidates, from the same platform, will speak on their attitude 
on the ■ points on our programme : Birkenhead, Bradford, 
Croydon, Exeter, Kensington, Norwich, Petersfield, Reading, 
Torquay, Tunbridge Wells. Bingley has adopted a novel 
and most ingenious plan, of printing the answers received from 
candidates on copies of the questionnaire and distributing 
these questionnaires and answers to the women voters in the 
division. d .i • a . .

We have not yet received full reports as to which Societies 
are supporting women candidates. Members of the Plymouth 
W.C.A. are supporting Lady Astor. Certain members of the 
Ashton-under-Lyne W.C.A. are giving their support to Miss 
Wilkinson, and of the Portsmouth W.C.A. to Miss Stephen. 
The Cambridge Standing Committee is helping Mrs. Dimsdale, 
the London Society is supporting Mrs. Strachey, and the members 
of the Glasgow Society Miss Fraser.

Many Societies are dealing with neighbouring constituencies. 
Our Societies and members everywhere are asked to bear in 
mind the importance of attending candidates’ meetings, and 
to concentrate on obtaining the candidates’ opinions especially 
on the following points —

Equal Franchise.
Guardianship of Children.
Pensions for Widows with Dependent Children. 

election work at HEADQUARTERS.
• A considerable number of voluntary workers have applied 
for work at Headquarters, and except for a few who have given 
valued help in the office itself, all have been drafted on to 
constituencies. London workers are helping Mrs. Corbett 
Ashby, Mrs. Strachey, and Lady Terrington, whose constituencies, 
are the most' easily reached by most of our voluntary workers. 
Help has also been sent to Lady Astor at Plymouth, to 
Mrs. Wintringham at Louth, and Miss Fraser at Hamilton, 
from all over the country. . .

The request for literature, especially from women candidates 
themselves, is extremely large. Replies to questionnaires from 
women candidates are coming in well, andare uniformly favourable.

woman’s year book.
We have referred to the very favourable reception of our 

Year iBook in another column, and should be glad to receive 
orders as soon as possible. Price 5s., postage 5d.

election fund.
We have' received many donations from our members and 

from our societies, including a very generous gift of £50 from 
the Ilkley S.E.C. A full list will be published next week.

MATINEE ENTERTAINMENT.—POSTPONEMENT.
The Matinee Entertainment in aid of our funds was arranged 

for 4th December, but the advent of the General Election makes 
it impossible for us to contemplate holding it on that date. 
It has been decided to postpone it until 5th February, and we 
have been fortunate enough to secure again Sir Philip Sassoons’, 
house in Park Lane, which he had originally consented to lend 
us. We hope all our friends will keep the date free.

SALE OF WORk, CHURCH HOUSE, DEAN’S YARD, 
14th december.

We hope that all, our friends are remembering this date, and 
will save some of their Christmas buying for our benefit. Also that 
other friends are helping us by making or planning the articles 
we hope to sell. We appeal to all. We cannot have too much.

NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE—OUR PLANS FOR THE FUTURE.
Next week’s issue will contain Mrs. Fawcett’s reminiscences 

of Cambridge in the sixties and seventies. - Space will be devoted 
to future plans for the paper-crowded out with an announcement 
of some changes in appearance and arrangement which will 
take place in the first number of the New Year. The following 
week will contain messages from the women we hope will be 
elected to Parliament, and from some of our good men friends 
in the New House. Please encourage us by finding at least one 
new subscriber as a Christmas present.
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REPORTS

LONDON SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SERVICE.
The Annual Meeting of the London Society for Women’s 

Service was held in the Caxton Hall on 16th November, with 
Mrs. Fawcett in the chair. An Urgency Resolution arising from 
the General Election was moved by Miss Ward, on behalf of the 
Committee, and carried as follows :— •

That the London Society for Women’s Service, in Annual Meeting 
assembled, re-affirms its conviction that in economic, as in political 
matters, men and women should be upon an equal footing. They 
therefore hold :—.

(1) That the franchise should be extended to women on the 
same qualification and at the same age as to men.

(2) That in Government and Municipal employment men and 
women should have equal opportunities of entry, of promotion, 
and of remuneration, and that marriage should not be penalized 
by dismissal. - i _ — i ‘

(3) That in any schemes for the training or relief of the un- 
employed, women should share equally with men in proportion to 
their numbers, and generally

(4) That opportunities for employment in industry and in 
professions should not be withheld from women on grounds of sex.

They therefore resolve to forward this statement to candidates for 
Parliament in the London area, on behalf of the London Society’s 
members residing in the various constituencies, and to beg them to 
bear in mind the deep interest which women of all parties take in these 
problems.

The report of the year was read by the Secretary, Miss P. 
Strachey ; it described twelve months of active work carried on 
under difficult conditions, and was received with much interest 
by the members. The statement of accounts for the year showed 
that expenditure had been reduced this year by over £2,300, 
whilst receipts had been less by £110. Mrs. Fawcett announced, 
in an inspiring speech, that since the close of the financial year 
generous gifts had been received, and an interesting discussion 
took place as to further developments in the Society's work. A 
resolution was finally passed instructing the Committee to work 
out a practical scheme to be laid before members later in the 
year, and the meeting closed on a note of hope and enthusiasm.

WOMEN’S INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE.
55 Gower Street, W.C. 1.

The W.I.L. are directing Election work on keeping international 
questions well to the front and for this purpose are forming local non- 
party committees. They have framed the following question for 
candidates : " Will you press for the immediate summoning of an inter- 
national conference of the powers, including Germany, to deal with the 
whole question of reparations ?“.

As i nternationalists the W.I.L. oppose tariff barriers ; the equal 
citizenship of women is one of their fundamental principles ; but they 
have decided to concentrate on foreign policy, upon which the well-being 
of this, as of other countries, depends. .. .

The problem is more difficult than even a few months ago, but civiliza
tion demands that some solution be found. Humanity has had to respond 
to the claims of Austria, Russia, and the near East, and already irresistible 
demands are made for the relief of appalling and growing distress in Germany 
which political foresight and determination might have prevented.

Vacillation and inertia confront us here while our French co-workers 
have the harder task, familiar to suffragists, of a minority facing opposition 
and opprobrium.

AN ELECTION PICTURE: A PRESS CUTTING.
« I was in a committee room the other afternoon, trying not to be in 

the way while I was being shown one of the busiest centres in London 
for women's election work, when an elderly lady of cheerful but 
authoritative countenance came in and sat down near me, and having 
missed a murmured introduction, bluntly inquired, " Who are you . 
It is a question which at all times is very puzzling to answer, and in my 
modest wish to efface myself I said with unintentional largeness that I was 
The Yorkshire Post. " Oh," cried Mrs. Fawcett, for it was that valiant 
sower of the many fields we are .reaping. " Some of the most determined 
opponents of women were in the North, in the old days. Are they con- 
verted at all up there by now ?" I was casting about in my mind for 
a reply that should not take the form of a panegyric on the journal which 
I represented, but I was saved from embarrassment by a comprehensive 
vindication of the North from other women present: of the North in 
general, with a very agreeable reference to T^e Yorkshire Post in particular, 
which I should have liked Yorkshirewomen to hear. The rest of the 
conversation doesn’t matter; it was Mrs. Fawcett's sudden appearance 
in this hive of women’s activities that was so interesting to me : so moving, 
if I may say so. There, where the most modern of bobbed heads were 
bent over questionnaires for men candidates and election work for women 
candidates, where Pressmen came and went in search of details of the 
women’s careers and opinions on their chances, there she was, throwing 
wise, good-humoured glances at the almost accomplished work to which 
she, and a few other women, set their hands more than half a century ago 
Question: Which was the committee room ?.

CORRESPONDENCE

(a) Where 100 men were employed, now
(b) 156

intoxicating

B. SHILSTON Watkins.

Madam,—In your issue of the 16th inst a letter signed by " Helena

M. Cadbury.Eliz.

FRIDAY, 7th DECEMBER, 1923.

Miss HELEN WARD.Chairman :

Tea will be served after the meeting— 9d.M. Crook.

500 make Furniti/ir^- ' 
1,600 are Tanning.

and finally prevent the appalling waste of money upon 
drinks.

To take concrete examples from the U.S.A.
The figures from three converted Breweries show that—

81 employees.
415 „
565 „
725 ,,

Morning Session, I 1 to /.

No tickets required.
Collectlori.

Drink Trade, in this country there are 
while in General Industries there are 

in the Leather Trade 
in the Furniture Trade .

SERVICE.
the issue of the

Both Meetings open to the Public.
Admission Free.

(c) ,, 125 ,, „ 2,500 make Boots.
The forthcoming Election will give women electors the opportunity 

to secure for the localities in England and Wales the same power to check
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FABIAN HALL

25 TOTHILL STREET, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.I.

Council for the Representation of Women in the League 
of Nations.

PARTY MANIFESTOS.

Address by Dame EDITH LYTTELTON 
ON

The 4 th Assembly of the League of Nations.

NOVEMBER 30, 1923.

Madam,—Your article on Party Manifestos calls attention to the 
greater wealth of, promises in the Labour and Liberal documents in com- 
parison to that put forward by the Prime Minister. But we Conservatives 
have no faith in Mr. Lloyd George's promises. It costs him no more to 
make them than to break them.

The Labour programme is truly magnificent. But we want to know 
where all the money is to come from to pay for these splendid gifts. I am 
afraid there is no other source than rates and taxes. Desirable as they 
are, we ask ourselves " Can we afford them at the present'time ? "

• These are some reasons why many Conservative women who are anxious 
for the well-being of all classes will prefer to vote for the supporters of 
Mr. Baldwin rather than for those of the two other parties.

King Lear would have been wiser to trust himself to Cordelia than 
to believe in the promises of Regan and Goneril.

MAUD Selborne.

two women candidates.
Madam,—I notice that in your account of Election News you 

write as follows :—
" In the Kings Norton Division we find the somewhat unfortunate 

situation of two women, Mrs. G. Cadbury (Liberal) and Mrs. Barton 
(Co-op.), opposing one another. Both these women would be valuable 
members, and it is a pity they could not find different. Constituencies." 

That is hardly a correct summary of the position. I had accepted 
nomination and was before the Constituency for nearly a week before 
the Co-op. and the Independent Labour Party could decide whom 
they would appoint as their candidate. The first nomination was 
Mr. Benson, of the Independent Labour Party. Later this candidate 
was withdrawn, and Mrs. Barton, from Sheffield, invited to represent 
the Co-operative Society.

As one of the few women residing in the midst of the Constituency 
they propose to represent, I had rather hoped, owing to the fact that on 
the fundamental issues before the country—namely, the European 
Situation, Protection and Free Trade, and the problem of Unemployment— 
our programme being very similar to that of the Labour Party, they 
would have thought it better worth while to fight one of the other Divisions 
in Birmingham.

In two of these Divisions the Conservative Member is being returned 
unopposed.

THE WORD OBEY AND THE MARRIAGE
Madam,—In replying to the article which appears in

Woman’s Leader of 2nd November in favour of the retention of the 
word “ obey ‘ in the Marriage Service, I object to it both in general 
principle and specific arguments. As regards the former, I think the 
writer lays too much emphasis on the sentimental and traditional beauty (?) 
of the words, and attaches too little importance to the practical and 
ethical aspect of them.

I will take her arguments in order:—
. (1) The care and protection of the woman is surely a sine Qua non of 

all civilized communities 1 Moreover, it is what the much abused, 
intelligent modern woman is trying to obtain in a greater degree for her 
daughters and posterity. But this protection is not synonymous with 
a woman being " given away.” like property.

(2) If the spirit of the New Testament is ‘ complete spiritual and 
social equality"‘ for woman (as I believe Christ meant it to be), how is 
that compatible with a woman subordinating her will, her judgment, 
and even her conscience to a man (who is meanwhile free to exercise 
his) ? Incidentally, I do not agree that the man bears the larger share 
of the burden of life. He frequently bears the financial burden (though 
not always nor entirely), but the woman bears the far heavier burden 
of the race, the ill-health, inconvenience and pain, and on her is laid by 
common consent the exacting and constant care of children and house. 
I challenge also the assertion that the present relative position of men 
and women was ordained by God; rather has it been brought about 
by the fallibility of human nature in grips with brutal instincts, and is 
characteristic of our imperfect spiritual development.

(3) There is no misunderstanding of the word " obedience " in this 
connection amongst would-be reformers. ’ To promise unconditional 
obedience to another human being, in all the circumstances of life, is 
servile; and one might almost be excused for imputing " mental and 
moral inferiority” to the woman—or man—who would do this. 
Obedience to Divine and human laws is quite another thing, and the 
issue should not be confused. No' one would deny the necessity for 
obedience and discipline in the home ; but that obedience must be rendered 
to both parents, and that discipline wielded by husband and wife equally.

The ideal marriage is one based on mutual love, understanding, and 
consideration. But that is difficult when the one member of what should 
be an equal partnership is arbitrarily subordinated to the other. It is 
a false position, and I believe in a high degree accounts for the wrong 
attitude many men have towards women.

(4) It is a regrettable fact and one which disgraces our common 
humanity that some men do insist on their physical rights and many 
women cede to them on the strength of those words. No one who has 
worked much amongst women and gained their confidence can be ignorant 
of this, I think.

. Finally, a marriage willingly entered into by two free and equal 
individuals should be hallowed by reciprocal vows of allegiance and love, 
and this should be signified' by the interchange and subsequent wearing 
of a ring by the man as well as the woman.

One would like to see other changes in the crude and offensive wording 
di part of the present service, but time and space forbid my entering 
into that now. '

local option at work in Scotland.
Madam,—Your correspondent, H. Thomas, in the issue dated 16th 

November, desiring to " sift things for herself " should proceed more 
cautiously and use more scientific methods in seeking the causes of 
effects. She traces the flourishing condition of the U.S.A, (which has 
been evident for the past four years, at least) to the fact that Britain is 
repaying her war debts to the U.S.A., of which the first small instalment 
was paid only this summer! She takes the Kilsyth Go-operative figures 
to show the falling trade, after sixteen months of No Licence, entirely 
ignoring the facts that the, majority of Co-operative customers are wage 
earners, who in the years 1921 and 1922 experienced great reductions 
in wages and earnings all over the country but especially in mining 
districts.

We have to consider not only the relative, " purchasing power " of 
money spent on whisky or household goods, but also the other side of: 
the shield—the relative amount of employment needed to produce them.

For every £200,000 capital invested in the

Thomas " appears on the above subject. I am especially interested in what 
she has to say about the Kilsyth Co-operative Society. She has evidently 
been told about our reports, oi some one has culled a few sentences there- 
from and sent them on to her.

What are the facts ? The statements quoted are taken away from the 
true setting altogether. Report 5th September, 1921 : " Our Society 
has been passing through a trying time."' She does not tell your readers 
that in making this statement we were referring to the prolonged strike 
of miners and quarrymen. She fails to quote this from the same report. 
" In making a comparison with other Societies we stand in a very good 
position with regard to sales and finance generally, in point of fact we are 
in the unique position of being able to maintain our dividend at3s. per ." 
Again she quotes report 5th December, 1921 : " Huge losses in drapery, 
boots, and furnishings?’ This is another garbled statement, and refers to 
the Co-operative movement generally, a glance at our report that same 
quarter would have shown Helena Thomas that we are able to show a 
profit of 3s. 7d. per £ on drapery, 3s. 5d. in boots, and 2s. lOfd. per £ on 
furnishings. If this is Helena Thomas's idea of a huge loss, then what must 
her idea of a profit be. Further, she quotes report 6 th March, 1922 : 
" Trade is not improved. Present chaos and depression." These sentences 
are again taken from their true position and refer to trade generally, and 
not to our Society. The report for 6th Maich, 1922 says : " We have every 
reason to congratulate ourselves on our position. It is amazing to find 
that while many co-operative societies are showing huge decreases in 
share and loan capital, our share and loan capital has increased. Dividend 
again 3s. per £." In September, 1923, our report states : " It is amazing 
to state that at no time have we had to record a decrease in share and loan 
capital, not even during the disastrous period of the miners’ lockout.”

I think, madam, that your correspondent could be better engaged than 
in trying to misuse our reports.

In Scotland our womenfolk, with a very few exceptions, are all out for 
the abolition of the dram shops, and would never dream of wasting ink like 
Helena Thomas in trying to defend a trade which is causing so much misery 
to thousands of our men, women, and children.

John Wilson, 
Manager, Kilsyth Co-Operative Society, Ltd.

AFTERNOON MEETING
FABIAN HALL

3 p.m. to 4.30 p.m.

I
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GUILDHOUSE W.C.S.
DEC. 3. 3-4.30 p.m. The Guildhouse, Eccleston Square, S.W. ‘ The Protection of 

Animals. Speaker: Captain F. MacCumm (Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals).

INTERNATIONAL FRANCHISE CLUB, 9 GRAFTON STREET, W.1.
DEC. 5. 8.15p:m. ■ "Medicine and Faith Healing.” Speaker: Miss Letitia Fairfield, 

C.B.E., M.D., D.P.H. Chairman: The Rev. Francis A. P. Aveling, D.D., D.Sc. -

INTERNATIONAL HOUSE CLUB, 55 GOWER STREET, W.C.1.
DEC. 6. No Meeting or Club Supper.

LONDON SOCIETY FOR WOMEN'S SERVICE.
DEC.4 4:30. Wellington House, Buckingham Gate. Christmas Sale.
"The Problem of Choice of Vocation under Present Educational Conditions." Speaker: 

Mrs. Arnold Glover.

NATIONAL UNION OF SOCIETIES FOR EQUAL CITIZENSHIP.
DEC. 14. Church House, Dean’s Yard, S.W. Sale of Work.

KENSINGTON S.z.c. DEC. 7. 8 p.m. Century Theatre, 21 Archer Street, w. ri.
Meeting of women voters at which Candidates will speak. Chair: Dr. Janet Lane-Claypon, J.P.

LEEDS S.E.C. DEC. 3. 5.30 p. m. At 18 Park Row. “Industrial Welfare Work." 
Opener: Miss N. Sturgeon (Welfare Superintendent).

READING S.I.C. DEC.3. 8 p.m. Public Meeting for Women at Large Town Hall. 
The three Parliamentary Candidates will attend during the evening and answer questions.

TUNBRIDGE WEI,LS S.E.c. DEC. 3. 3 p.m. Meeting at Town Hall. ‘‘The 
Questionnaire.". Speakers: Mr. A. C. Crane (Liberal), Mr. J. T. Davis (Labour), Col. Spender 
Clay (Conservative).

HAMPSTEAD S.E.C. DEC. 13. 8 p.m. Subscription Library, Prince Arthur Road, 
Hampstead. "Women in the New States. ” Speaker: Mrs. Corbeli Ashby, 1.1’. Chair 
Miss Macadam.

EDINBURGII I.C.A. DEC. 12. 8 p.m. Royal .Society of Arts Hall, 117 George Slreet. 
Conference on " Unemployment as it affects the City of Edinburgh, and the Measures taken for 
its Relief.” Speakers: Mr. J. T. Edwards, Mr. R. C. Buchanan, Colonel Young, C.B.E. 
D.I., J.P., Miss Anne Ashley, M. A., and Mrs. H. S. Thomson, M.A.

ST. JOAN’S SOCIAL AND POLITICAL ALLIANCE.
Dec. 1. 5.30 p.m. Public meeting at International Franchise Club, 9 Grafton Street w. 1 

"The Trade Boards Bill." Speaker : Mrs. Beer, M.A.

WOMEN'S LOCAL GOVERNMENT SOCIETY.
The Council of the Women’s Local Government Society begs to announce that the Conference 

of Women Councillors, Guardians, and Magistrates, fixed for 5th and 6th December, in 
consequence of the General Election is postponed until 16th and 17th January. Tickets already 
issued will be available for the later date. .

TYPEWRITING AND PRINTING, Etc.

M McLACHIAN and N. WHITWHAM—TYPISTS.— 
11: 4 Chapel Walks, Manchester. Tel. : 3402 City.

NA ISS VAN SANDAU, 18 Brooklyn Road, W. 12, undertakes 
— .TYPEWRITING in all its branches. Translations: 
English, French, German, Italian. Lessons in above languages.

TEMPLAR PRINTING WORKS, BIRMINGHAM.
SPECIALISTS IN WORK FOR NATIONAL 

SOCIETIES.

ENQUIRIES SOLICITED.

WHERE TO LIVE.

BIRMINGHAM.—Mayfield Residential Club, for Pro-
— fessional Women and Students (affiliated to National 
Council of Women), 60 Harborne Road, Edgbaston. Common 
and silence rooms ; convenient centre for holidays ; vegetarians 
catered for.

[SIS CLUB, 79 Fitzjohn’s Avenue; two minutes Hampstead
- Tube Station. Magnificent reception rooms, central 
heating, .sunny bedrooms ; sandy soil ; lectures, dancing, 
listening-in ; Christmas parties arranged visitors. Telephone : 
Hampstead 2869.

(ULSTS, English or Foreign, received in Country House 
. for Christmas. Lonely people. Moderate terms. Taylor- 
Smith, Marsh Court, Leominster.

TO LET.

T ARGE UNFURNISHED BED-SITTING-ROOM and 
— small Kitchen to let, top floor of private house, good part 
of Hampstead. Gas and electric light. Would suit professional 
woman. Rent £1 weekly. Extra room if required. Write, 
Miss O’Malley, 6 Steeles Road, N.W. 3.

T ARGE UN FURNISHED SOUTH ROOM, with partial 
— board ; also smaller, furnished. Ladies’ Residential Club, 
15. Kensington Park Gardens, Notting Hill Gate, W.II. 
Miss FitzSimon and Miss Scott.

MAIDA VALE.—Accommodation in service flat for one or 
— two ladies; constant hot water ; restaurant.—Box 1,024, 
WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W. 1.

COMING EVENTS.

PROFESSIONAL.

ELECTION ! Miss Marion McCarthy's concentrated 
— Course in Public Speaking will help you to make that 
forcible speech that carries conviction.—Write, 16 Hallam 
Street, W. 1.

66 MORE MONEY TO SPEND "(Income Tax Recovery
1- and Adjustment).—Send postcard for particulars 

and scale of charges to the Women Taxpayers’ Agency, 
Hampden House, 84 Kingsway, W.C. 2. Phone, Central 6049. 
Estab’d 1908.

T EARN TO KEEP ACCOUNTS.— There are especially 
— good lessons in book-keeping at Miss Blakeney’s School 
of Typewriting and Shorthand, Wentworth House, Mauresa 
Road, Chelsea, S. W. 3. "′ I learnt more there in a week,” says 
an old pupil," than I learnt elsewhere in a month." Pupils 
prepared for every kind of secretarial post.

FOR SALE AND WANTED.

FINE IRISH T.INEN DAMASK SERVIETTES, superior 
- quality, quite perfect, guaranteed all linen, in handsome 
floral designs; size 19 ins., 12s. od. per dozen. Parcels over 20s. 
postage free in the U.K. Write for Bargain List—TO-DAY. 
—HUTTON’S, 41 Main Street, Larne, Ireland.

C ECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for cash ; 
• costumes, skirts, boots, underclothes, curtains, lounge 
suits, trousers, and children's clothing of every description ; 
parcels sent will be valued and cash sent by return.— 
Mrs. Russell, 100 Raby Street, Newcastle-on-lyne.

DRESS.

MISS MALCOIM’S DRESS ASSOCIATION, 239 Fulham
Road, London, S.W. 3. Bargain Gowns, Evening and 

Afternoon, at 21s.

“PROCKLETS.” Mrs. Elborough, 9 Lower Regent Street,1 W. I, 4th floor (Lift). Tel. Gerrard gos. “Children’s 
Dresses of original and practical design. Coats, Caps, etc., etc. 
Smocks a speciality. Fancy Dresses. Open daily (Saturdays 
excepted) 10 a.m.-4 p.m., or by appointment.

THE HAT DOCTOR, removed to 52 James Street, Oxford 
- Street, W. 1, cleans, reblocks and copies hais at lowest 

possible price. Renovates furs. Covers satin or canvas shoes 
or thin kid with brocade or velvet. Materials and post, 135. 6d. • 
toe-caps, 8s. 6d. ; your own materials, work and post, 8s. 6d. 
in three days.

ANNOUNCEMENTS.

LONDON SOCIETY FOR WOMEN’S SERVICE
— Conferences every Tuesday, 4.30 to 7 p.m. Admission 
free ; Tea 6d. — Wellington House, Buckingham Gate 
Westminster.

THE PIONEER CLUB has reopened at 12 Cavendish
- Place. Town Members £5 5s. • Country and Professional 
Members 4 45. Entrance fee in abeyance (pro. te».)..

T Hl FELLOWSH IP SERVICES, Eccleston Guild House,
* Eccleston Square, S.W. i : Sunday, 2nd December, 6.30, 
Miss Maude Royden : " Christ Triumphant.— VI. Why 
Christ mist Triumph. "

I ONEIY? Then send stamped addressed envelope to 
Secretary, U.C.C., 16L, Cambridge Street, S.W. 1.

JOIN INTERNATIONAL HOUSE CLUB, 55 Gower 
• Street, W.C. 1. Subscription, 7s. 6d. per annum. Luncheons, 
and Teas in the Cafetaria and in the garden. Thursday Club 
Suppers and Discussion Meetings re-opened in September. 
6th December, no Meeting or Club Supper. .

HOUSE ASSISTANTS’ CENTRE

510 King’s Road, Chelsea, S.W. 10.
Tel. : Kensington 5213. 1

On and after December 14th, 1923, the Employment 
Registers of the Centre will be closed and work will be 
concentrated on its second and third objects:

"(2) To encourage training and interest in Domestic 
occupations."

" (3) To do everything possible to raise the status of 
Domestic Service, as Florence Nightingale did that of 
Sick-Nursing."

As this will entail much outside work the office will 
only be open for interviews once a week—on Fridays 
from 3 p.m. to 8 p.m., except by special appointment.

ANN POPE, HoN. SECRETARY.
(Member of the Americas Home Economics 

Association.}

The Woman’s . LEADER can be supplied direct from this Office for 1 ld. including 

postage. Send 6/6 to the Manager, WOMAN’S LEADER, 15 Dean’s Yard, Westminster, S.W.l, and the 
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