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Notes and Comments.

The Referendum.
The newspapers during the past few days have been full of 

Women’s Suffrage and the Referendum. Eleven leading articles 
on the subject have been brought to our notice. Every one will 
agree that it is a good thing that the daily press should talk 
about Suffrage. As for the referendum, our own views about it 
are very clear, and we are not confused by the babel of tongues 
among our contemporaries. 
We publish on page 700 an 
important letter from Mrs. 
Fawcett, and on page 703 an 
official statement from Miss 
Courtney which make the 
attitude of the National Union 
perfectly plain.

(Photo. Elliott and Fry.) MISS CLEMENTINA BLACK.

An Honest Foe.
We owe some thanks to the 

Morning Post; it is one of 
those sincere enemies who give 
one real help by tearing away 
the veils from a political situa- 
tian. Its article in favour of 
the Referendum on Monday is 
a savage attack on another 
pro-Referendum paper — the 
Westminster Gazette. We do 
not admire the spirit of the 
article, and we hope that the 
Westminster is more sincere 
in its professions of friendship 
for Women’s Suffrage than the 
Morning Post would have us 
believe; but the latter paper 
certainly clears up the situa
tion, and shows what those 
who are the opponents at once 
of suffrage and of the present 
Government expect from the 
Referendum. “ The Refer- 
endum," says this frank foe, 
“is a certain way of shelving 
Women’s Suffrage. . . . 
Referenda usually result in a 
negative; in this case the 
negative result is as nearly 
certain as things ever are in 
this world. . . . Women, 
who have so often been de- 
ceived by men; have never 
been betrayed with more 
cynicism than in this proposed 
transaction of a Referendum in 
place of a pledge. ” After this 
we are not surprised that it goes straight on: " And yet, for our 
part, we see advantages in the Referendum proposal.” From 
the peculiar point of view of this newspaper, it is one advantage 
that women should be betrayed, and another that they should be 

betrayed by a Liberal Government. It is hardly the voice of the 
charmer, and Liberals who have the honour of their party at heart 
will listen to it only as a warning.

The " Times " - nd Liberal Principles.
The Times rather imprudently draws attention to the fact that 

the Anti-Suffragists are receiving very little support from 
prominent Unionists. Referring’ to the Albert Hall Anti- 
Suffrage meeting, it says:—

“Many peers, Liberal as well as Unionist, will be present on the 
platform, but so far no Unionist 
ex-Cabinet Minister has signified 
his intention of attending. Indeed, 
it is somewhat remarkable that the 
keenest workers in the campaign 
of the National League for Oppos- 
ing Woman Suffrage are Liberals, 
an increasing number of whom are 
beginning to realise that there is 
no necessary connection between 
Woman Suffrage and Liberal 
principles.”
We hope that Anti-Suffragist 
members of the Liberal Party 
will be gratified at being 
patted on the back by the 
Times, a paper so eminently 
fitted to judge of what consti- 
tutes Liberal principles. In 
the meantime we are gratified 
at its admission that there is 
no necessary connection be
tween Unionist principles and 
Anti-Suffrage.

the same time the Council 
welcoming the declaration of 
measure for the extension or 
factory which does not give ’

The I.L.P. Campaign.
An article in the Labour 

Leader for January 12th, an
nounces the opening of the 
Independent Labour Party’s 
“ political equality ” campaign,. 
which will continue during 
February and March. In the 
resolution passed by these true 
friends of our cause after the 
announcement of the Govern
ment Reform Bill, it is strongly 
insisted on that no measure 
will be acceptable which does 
not include both men and 
women, and it is urged that 
proposals for franchise exten
sion which do not confer 
citizenship on women should 
be definitely opposed. This 
declaration was gratefully 
acknowledged by the National 
Union at the special Council 
meeting last December, and at 
passed a second resolution 
the Labour Party, that “no 
the franchise will be satis- 

otes to women.” There is a
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And again:— 7

The Price of Coal.

considerable' difference between the respective declarations of 
the I. L.P. and the Labour Party. The former is much more 
than a statement of principle. It is a distinct assurance that 
the I.L.P. is prepared to stand by women in their struggle for 
enfranchisement, at the expense, if necessary, of any immediate 
future extension of the franchise to men. To quote the Labour 
Leader in the article referred to above:—

"There has been no agitation for manhood suffrage. There has been 
no cry from unenfranchised men pleading for the opportunity to serve as 
citizens in the counsels of the nation. Men -unenfranchised have been 
dumb, yet their unnamed and unfelt wrongs are to be righted."

The special claim to be urged by the I.L.P. in this campaign is to 
stand by the women.”

Although the statement of the Labour Party is less definite as 
to the tactics to be pursued, we have every confidence that it 
will consistently continue the support it has hitherto given us, 
and fight the Reform Bill in its final stage if it does not include 
a measure of Women’s Suffrage.

The threat of a coal strike, which is still hanging over us, 
has caused widespred consternation. If the strike took place, 
it is probable that no member of the community would escape 
inconvenience, but one group of peopIe would suffer more than 
the rest, and that is the housewives. They have begun to suffer 
already, for the coal dealers have not waited to put up their 
prices, and many families, even in the comparatively well-to-do 
class, have begun to do with fewer fires, and to wish that they 
had larger cellar accommodation. It is the housewife who has 
to make arrangements for the family, and even if her budget is 
one capable of re-adjustment, the rise in the price of coal must 
inevitably add to her cares. But the poorer housewives cannot 
lay in a store of coal because they have no money with which to 
buy it, and no place in which to keep it. Just because they can 
only buy it in very small quantities, they always pay for it at a 
higher rate than their richer neighbours do, and for them it is 
not a question of managing with fewer fires, but of doing without 
any sufficient fire at all. In the painful budgets of the poor there ■ 
is no room for re-adjustment, every rise in the price of necessaries 
means sheer suffering : if bread is dear one goes hungry, if coal 
is dear one goes cold. And in this suffering women have the 
largest share—first, because they are the housewives responsible 
for making the insufficient food or fuel go as far- as it can; 
secondly, because they are the mothers suffering- through their 
children’s bodies as well as their own; and, lastly, because they 
are even more helpless than the men of the community. A coal 
strike would be calamity for all, land we trust that it may be 

■ averted, but the mere thought of it ought to show people how 
much women’s voices are needed' in the State, whose task it is to 

. preserve industrial as well as civil peace.

The Protest of Post Office Clerks. a
On Saturday evening the Association of Post, Office Women 

Clerks held a mass meeting in the Holborn Hall to protest 
against the introduction of assistant women clerks under the 
new scheme. The following resolution, moved by Miss Eliza- 
beth Stirling, and supported by Mr. G. Lansbury, M.P., was 
carried unanimously :—

“That this meeting of women clerks of the General Post Office 
expresses its strong indignation at the reduction in these scales 
of pay assigned to women for clerical work in the Post Office by the 
introduction of assistant women clerks, and regards any tampering 
with the scales fixed by the Hobhouse Committee as a distinct breach 
of faith; this meeting further records its dissatisfaction with the 
explanation given by the Postmaster-General in the House of Com- 
mons, which it considers an evasion of the real issue, and, further, 
calls upon ■ him, for the immediate withdrawal of this tentative 
scheme.”

The danger threatening the women clerks is yet another 
example added to the many which show that it is always the 
women who go to the wall. In this case they are to bear the 
brunt of the reduction of expenses considered necessary in the 
Post Office.
feny, i”> -
The Law as it is Administered.

The following case, quoted from the Manchester Guardian of 
January 12th, seems to be an instance of cruelty inadequately 
punished. In one sense, of course, no punishment could be 
adequate for the brutal ill-treatment of a young child, and one 
does not want the law to retaliate savagely on a savage offence. 
But the public need more protection, from criminals of this kind 
than is afforded by a fine or a short imprisonment, and, as we 

have often pointed out, the bias of our present law, made and 
administered solely by men, is to lay too little stress on crimes 
against persons compared with that which is laid on crimes 
against property :—

" A dealer, named James Barker, and his wife were charged at the 
Longton Police Court yesterday with ill-treating a girl of seven years. 
It was stated that they adopted the girl three months ago, and had treated 
her so badly that she had degenerated from a bright, smart child to a 
nervous wreck. It was alleged that she was kept at housework from early 
morning until eleven o’clock at night, that she was continually abused 
and frequently thrashed, sometimes with a leather belt. On one occasion, 
it was stated, Mrs. Barker threw a brush at her with such force that 
her head was cut open and the brush broken. On another occasion she 
was thrashed because she failed to borrow a button-hook she had been
sent out for. 
black eyes.

The girl appeared in court with her head bandaged and
_ A doctor stated that the ill-treatment might have serious 

permanent effect on her health. Both the defendants denied the cruelty. 
They said they had done nothing more than correct the child for faults. 
Mrs. Barker, who was stated by neighbours to have been the worst of the 
two, was fined £1o, with the alternative of two months’ imprisonment. 
Her husband was fined £5, or one month. Time in which to pay the 
fine was refused.”

The Enlightened Parent.
The Nation of last week contains, among many articles of 

interest, one that we would specially commend to our readers, 
on “ The Enlightened Parent.” We have seldom enjoyed in a 
short space , such a subtle combination bf sympathy with the 
statement of unpalatable truths. After an inquiry into the 
modern methods of bringing up children, in which justice is 
done to the necessary revolt against the old regime, the rise of 
" psychology ” in child-culture and of the system of “ natural 
liberty,” the result of these in anarchy and despotism on the 
part of the child and “ nerves ” in the parent, the writer comes 
to the conclusion that the root of the error in modern methods 
lies in the attempt to ignore and annihilate the difference 
between two generations, to bridge over the inevitable gap, and 
to exert a “ moral influence ” from the older generation to the 
younger, such as is only likely to be efficacious and beneficent in 
the case of contemporaries. To quote the words of the writer :—

“Surely it would be better not to try an experiment in false equality 
foredoomed to failure.”

And again :—

"The present situation is one of utter instability and fumbling com- 
promises. Much of the trouble is due to the conspiracy of solemn senti- 
mentalism into which educationists, eugenists, and humanitarians have 
entered to persuade us that self-sacrifice is the true function of the 
parent, whose thoughts and aspirations should be concentrated wholly 
on the good of the next generation. There is something rather prepos
terous in this conception of an infinitude of effort directed to an abstract 
improvement of the race, no part of which is to be harvested in the enjoy- 
ment of the current generation. May it not be proper to remind our
selves that the twentieth century is not wholly ‘for the child,’ and that 
parents also, being God’s creatures, have rights as well as duties? Past 
defects in the nurture and education of children are ill compensated by 
present excesses.”

lit is comforting to hear a voice crying in the wilderness in 
support of the rights of parents, and it inspires the hope that the 
excesses in question may have reached their furthest limit in the 
present day, and that more rational methods are developing in. 
dealing with the rights of the child.

A Pioneer.
We publish on page 705 an account of Dr. Sophia Jex-Blake’s 

career. She was one of those greatest pioneers in the advance 
of women’s education to whom the debt of gratitude owed by 
the present generation can never be too warmly or too 
frequently acknowledged.

Another Woman Insurance Commissioner.
it is with pleasure that we note the appointment last week 

of another woman as an Insurance Commissioner in the person 
of Mrs. Creighton. It would be difficult to make a better choice 
of a representative of women’s interests to add to the women 
already appointed.

Our Portrait.
We publish this week the portrait of a most distinguished 

member of the National Union, Miss Clementina Black. She has 
served for many years on the Committee of the London Society, 
and during that time has rendered invaluable services to 
the Cause. Her literary work and her connection with the 
Women’s Industrial Council have made her name well known 
to all who are interested in women’s conditions'in the industrial 

world.
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POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION RATES:

The Will of the People*

A strange and rather artificial excitement has been created 
in a section of the Press by the sudden realisation of the fact 
(already well known to everyone) that members of the Cabinet 
held different views on .the question of Women’s Suffrage. No 
cry of horror was uttered by. the Liberal papers when it was 
first made public, some years ago, that Ministers differed as to 
the principle; nor when it was announced, some weeks back, 
that they were prepared to express their principles in speech 
and action. In his answer to the suffragist deputation on 
November 17th, the Prime Minister suggested a solution for 
the difficulty presented by this division of the Cabinet. He 
said that as he himself and some of his colleagues were opposed 
to Women’s Suffrage he could not include it in the Reform 
Bill, but that as the majority of the Cabinet were in favour of 
it he would allow full scope for an amendment including women, 
and that if such an amendment passed the House of Commons 
the Government would regard it as an integral part of the Bill 
by which they must stand or fall. He expressed himself ready 
to bow to “ the considered will of the House of Commons, 
and to allow entire freedom of action to those of his colleagues 
who differed from him. Immediately afterwards it was 
announced that Mr. Lloyd George and Sir Edward Grey would 
profit by this freedom to lead a suffrage campaign, and that 
one of them would probably introduce the amendment by which 
the will of the House of Commons was to be tested. Still no 
cry of distress was raised. It is only within the last week or 
two that part of the Press has been struck with the seriousness 
of the situation, and has declared with anguished gravity that 
there is no way out but the Referendum.

The change is so sudden, and follows so closely on patent 
signs of the growth of the feeling in favour of Women’s 
Suffrage throughout the country, that one c'annot help wonder
ing whether the danger from which a “ way out ” is sought is 
not the almost certain passage into law of a measure of 
Women’s Suffrage. In whatever spirit the cry for a Referendum 
has been taken up by our professed friends, the Westminster 
Gazette and the Daily Chronicle, there can be no doubt that its 
origin was definitely hostile, and that it is, indeed, the last 
weapon of the Anti-Suffragists driven to desperation by the 
evident progress of the Women’s Suffrage movement. This 
fact was made quite plain by the Anti-Suffrage deputation to 
Mr. Asquith on December 14th. The unwillingness of the 
Anti-Suffragists to disclose their last resource was shown by 
the delicate manner in which the speakers hovered round the 
dangerous word, until at last Mr. Asquith uttered it for them. 
He uttered it only to make plain the constitutional impossibility 
of what they asked. They had nothing else to suggest, and he 

had nothing else to suggest except that the prolonged discussion 
provided for by the Parliament Bill would be fatal to any 
measure really opposed to the will of the people. This sugges
tion was not discouraging to Suffragists. We are not at all 
afraid of the will of the people, and only demand that that will 
should be expressed in the ordinary constitutional way. We 
have the Government pledge that a successful Women’s 
Suffrage amendment will become an integral part of the Bill, 
and so long as our part of the Bill is only subjected to the fair 
constitutional tests, by which the rest of the measure is tried, 
we have no fears about the result. The Anti-Suffragists 
evidently agree with us as to the probability of bur success, for, 
in spite of Mr. Asquith’s advice, they continue to ask that a 
special and unconstitutional test should be applied to the 
subject of Women’s Suffrage. We are not surprised when 
such a strongly Anti-Suffrage and Conservative organ as the 
Morning Post urges the adoption of a political method which 
would probably prove more fatal to the Government which 
applied it than to the measure to which it was applied, but we 
confess to some amazement when Liberal newspapers like the 
Westminster Gazette and the Daily Chronicle fall into the trap. 
It is true that they do not agree with the Morning Post, for 
while that organ answers Mr. Asquith’s pertinent question, to 
whom the Referendum should be made, by the bold statement 
that. it should be made to the present electorate, the Daily 
Chronicle professes itself unable to decide this point, and says 
that it would be a matter easily settled when the principle of a 
Referendum had once been accepted. But is a Liberal Govern
ment likely to accept the principle of a Referendum ? Could it 
do so without an Act of Parliament, for which it certainly has 
no mandate? And having done so, could it possibly limit the 
application of the principle to one single measure, and refuse it 
for everything else? The British Constitution, as it exists at 
present, does not provide for the use of a Referendum. Our 
laws have been made, and our Constitution has been made by 
Parliament and the Crown, the will of the people has been 
ascertained through the representatives of the people in 
Parliament. It is true that our Constitution can be altered by 
Act of Parliament, as was recently done by the Parliament Bill; 
but it must be understood that the introduction of a Referendum 
would be an alteration of the Constitution, and one for which the 
Government certainly have not received the sanction of the 
electorate. This would not matter, says the Westminster, 
Gazette :-—

“ The electors, it is true, might say ' We like this plan of being asked 
our opinion on a particular question, and hope we shall always be asked 
on questions of importance and difficulty.’ But, on the other hand they 
might say, ' We do hope that we are not going to have any more 
Referendums—we don’t want this sort of upset in addition to General 
Elections every two or three years.’ ”

Quite so—they might, and would the Government have the 
slightest right to inflict it on them? “Fiat experimentum in 
corpore vile " seems to be the Westminster’s proposal. But let 
the Westminster remember that the subjects of the experiment 
would be not only women, who are painfully used to having 
their affairs experimented on by men, but the present electorate, 
which is somewhat less patient.

And supposing the electorate liked the experiment and made 
the first remark suggested by the Westminster, would it stop 
there? The Times provides an answer to this question. Let 
any Liberal who thinks with the Westminster that the use of the 
referendum would be a means of passing women’s suffrage 
“without hurt to Liberalism" take warning from its frank 
declaration of its motives. It says :—

Of course they cannot; you cannot accept a principle for one 
thing and then refuse it for another; this is an instance in 
which the application of a special and exceptional law to women 
might ultimately prove very dangerous to the party which 
applied it. The excuse for using such a law in this instance 
is that Women’s Suffrage is an exceptional measure and cuts 
across parties. But if woman’s suffrage is exceptional among 
the great measures now before the country, it is only so 
because it concerns the disenfranchised. Many other great 
measures have split parties : Home Rule versus Unionism, and 
Free Trade versus Protection certainly did so. But in these 
instances the parties were quickly re-formed on the lines of the 
particular divergence • of opinion in question. This has not 
happened with Women’s Suffrage, because the advocates of the
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measure had not direct representation in Parliament, and it was 
therefore impossible for them to form a strong party in rara- 
to stand first and foremost for their reform. . ,

But we will not quarrel with the suggestion that Women s 
Suffrage is an exceptional measure. It is exceptionally great, 
and has exceptionally large support in the House of Commons, 
and it has for many years been treated by those in power with 
exceptional neglect. It is, then, in some senses an exceptional 
measure, and an exceptional solution for it was provided in the 
Conciliation Bill. If the Government had given full time for 
all the stages of that Bill before announcing Manhood Suffrage, 
if they had given us on that occasion the free and fair oppor
tunity which is all we demand, we believe that a Women’s 
Suffrage measure would by this time be through the House of 
Commons. The Government refused us that exceptional 
solution j they now offer us another solution which is less 
exceptional; we are determined to make the best use we can 
of it. We hope that those who profess to be our friends will 
not make our task more difficult by seeking to load it with 
extraordinary difficulties. We refuse a referendum, not because 
we think that the will of the people is against us (we are 
convinced by every sign that can be given to the disen
franchised that their will is upon our side), but because the 
referendum is a constitutional experiment, a political method 
which has several times been used on the side of tyranny and 
obstruction in foreign countries, and has never been used in 
England at all. It is offered by our opponents, not instead of, 
but in addition to, the ordinary constitutional procedure, with 
the certainty that its use would cause confusion and delay. 
Women are very tired of exceptional methods, and they are 
still more tired of the fact that the exception when it is made 
is always to their disadvantage. With a little exceptional time 
and opportunity for a non-party measure we could have got the 
Conciliation Bill through last year. The Conciliation Bill is 
still before the country, but if no exceptional efforts are to be 
made for it by the Liberal party, they must at least give us 
the ordinary fair play for which we ask with regard to the 
Reform Bill. We believe that the great majority of them are 
determined to do so. Their determination is expressed by the 
Manchester Guardian and by the Daily News. The former 
suggests that the difficulty of the Liberal ministers who are 
opposed to Women’s Suffrage might be solved if they would 
agree, like the Prime Minister, to accept the verdict of the 
House of Commons as a whole.

“ The authority of the House for the Bill is good enough, and in 
obeying the instructions of the House of Commons the Cabinet will be 
doing what it should do regularly."

The Daily News points out that whatever force there might 
jhave been in the suggestion of the referendum six years ago 
has now disappeared for two good reasons:—

" In the first place the Liberal Party has condemned the Referendum; 
in the second place a majority of members and the Prime Minister, in 
the name of the Government, have given certain pledges which are bind
ing upon men of honour. . . ."

" There is a majority of mmbers who have pledged themselves not once 
but several times to vote for a Woman’s Suffrage Bill. . Mr.. Asquith, 
again, has pledged himself to, give time for the Conciliation Bill and to 
allow a Woman’s Suffrage amendment to be moved to his own Manhood 
Suffrage Bill, which if carried is to become an integral part of the Bill. 
These are pledges given in the full light of day, and no sophistry can 
suggest that they would be fulfilled by substituting for them the offer 
of a Referendum. That would be as naked a breach of honour unless 
those to whom the pledges were given accepted the substitute-—as could 
be committed. There may be some persons who imagine that in politics 
honour must give way to expediency. For our part we think that the 
last thing which the Government should or even dare do is to forfeit 
their title to the respect of men who hold that a word should be a bond."

We are glad to see this pledge recognised and accepted by 
these two great Liberal organs, as it has been recognised and 
accepted by Mr. Asquith. In spite of what our opponents say, 
our question has been before the electors at two General 
Elections. It has been brought before them by all the means 
that are open to the voteless. They have replied by sending 
back to Parliament a body of men pledged to support us. The 
representation of the people is at present very incomplete; it is 
our task to make it more complete. In doing so we only ask 
that the will of that portion of the people which is at present 
represented should be ascertained in the ordinary way, and not 
in a special and very unsatisfactory way invented on purpose 
for us. We ask now, as we have so often asked before, for 
equal justice. We want nothing else. When will politicians 
realise that women are not clamouring for special treatment, 
but only for the freedom men have found good for themselves : 
the constitutional rights of self-government, which have been 
worked out and proved through the centuries, since the desire 
for liberty first awoke in men of the English race.

JANUARY 18, 1912.

The Question of The Referendum.
LETTER FROM MRS. HENRY FAWCETT, LL.D.

(The following letter appeared in the " Times "‘ of January 
15th. We reprint it for the benefit of those of our readers 
mho. do not see the " Times.")

Sir,—-There has recently been an outburst in the London 
Press, both Liberal and Conservative, attributing to the Govern
ment an extraordinary position of embarrassment and difficulty 
owing to the well-known differences of opinion which exist in 
the Cabinet on the subject of Women’s Suffrage. These diffi
culties are supposed to date from about the middle of December. 
May I be allowed—paraphrasing the expression “ The beauty is 
in the eye of the beholder"—-to say that the difficulties are 
in the minds and the pens of the ready writers who tell us every 
morning what we are to think about the poltical issues of the 
day ?.

For there is nothing new in the situation. There has been 
development, but no essential change since 1908. In May, 
1908, Mr. Asquith, having then recently become Prime Minister,, 
received' a deputation of Liberal members of Parliament favour
able to Women’s Suffrage. He then stated that it was the 
purpose of his Government to introduce a wide measure of 
electoral reform, and he promised, notwithstanding his own 
well-known opinions, that if a Women’s Suffrage amendment 
to this Bill were moved, it should not be resisted by the Govern- 
ment, “ for the simple and sufficient reason that probably two- 
thirds of his colleagues in the Ministry were in favour of it. 
if it were approved by the House it could not be any part of 
the duty of the Government to oppose such an amendment, and 
the matter would be left to the decision of the House.” That 
was Mr. Asquith’s position, three and a half years ago. It is 
his position now. This promise was repeated by Mr. Lloyd 
George in December, 1908, and by Mr. Asquith himself again 
in December, 1909, when opening his party campaign for the 
General Election of January, 1910. The whole of the present 
situation, which many of your contemporaries believe to be so 
new and so extraordinary, is really involved in these reiterated 
promises. .

But more than this can be said. There is .nothing 
unparalleled in members of the Government opposing one 
another on Women’s Suffrage. In July, 1910, when two days 
of Government time were granted for the second reading of the 
Conciliation Bill of that year, we had the spectacle of members 
of the Government speaking against one another; not, indeed, 
on platforms, but on the floor of the House of Commons. Is 
it necessary to recall that Mr. Asquith spoke against and Mr. 
(now Lord) Haldane in favour of the Bill; while on the opposite 
side of the House Mr. Balfour spoke for suffrage and Mr. 
Austen Chamberlain against it?

In the same year, in November, Mr. Asquith gave the 
further promise immediately before the General Election of the 
following month that his Government would, if returned to 
power, give facilities in the new House of Commons for all the 
stages of the Conciliation Bill if so framed as to admit of free 
amendment. Mr. Asquith recently (November 17th) reiterated 
that promise, and has added to it a repetition of his earlier 
promise that a Women’s Suffrage amendment to the coming 
Reform Bill shall not be officially opposed by the Government, 
and if adopted by the House shall be considered as part and 
parcel of the Government Bill, to be defended by. the Govern
ment in all its stages with the whole force at its disposal.

The friends of Women’s Suffrage recognise in this situation 
their great opportunity and the enemies of Women’s Suffrage 
their great danger. The enemies, looking round for a new 
weapon, seize upon the idea of a Referendum. Those who wish 
to oppose any political change are, I observe, always inclined 
to rely upon the efficacy of a Referendum for putting a stop to 
it. Conservative and Liberal anti-suffragists are now crying 
aloud for a Referendum, notwithstanding that nearly all the 
Liberals have, as you say, exhausted the vocabulary of humbut 
and scorn in pouring contempt upon it. “ An expensive means 
of delaying justice, but just the thing for shelving female suf
frage ” is a not unfair paraphrase of their recent and present 
homilies on the subject.

In his remarks to the anti-suffrage deputation in December 
last, the Prime Minister, after calling the Referendum “that 
most undesirable innovation,” pointed out some of the practical 
difficulties and inconveniences attached to its application to the 
question at issue. First, if the question, he said, were referred 
solely to the present male electorate, and women were left out, 
this course would be ‘ ‘ resented as in the highest degree .mis- 
leading and unsatisfactory. ’ ’ On the other hand, if the opinion 
and vote of women were asked, this would be “ assuming that 

a certain number of women were qualified to express an 
opinion " on a political question of first-rate importance. But 
this, though he did not say so, is what the suffragists are con
stantly urging.

If Mr. Asquith pointed out some of the practical difficulties 
in the application of the Referendum to Women’s Suffrage, 
others can easily be added. The Referendum forms no part of 
the law of this country; before it can be applied to any subject 
it must become law, and machinery to carry it into effect must 
be provided. You, Sir, in your article of to-day have pointed 
out another difficulty. You cannot have a Referendum to, use 
against one question alone. When once the weapon has been 
forged and placed in the national armoury, it certainly would 
be used for other purposes.’ It has already been proposed' for 
Tariff Reform; perhaps in the not very distant future it might 
be applied, with startling results, to a No Rent movement, or 
to Nationalisation of the Land, or to a repudiation of the 
National Debt. Cleon or Jack Cade could make most effective 
speeches in favour of any of these proposals, and they would 
be settled by a single vote ‘ Yes ’ or ‘ No ’ from the whole 
electorate. Let those who are now so gaily calling for a 
Referendum consider its possible application to any of the great 
economic questions which divide the Have Nots from the Haves, 
and remember that the Have Nots are probably from 10 to 15 
times more numerous than the Haves.

But it is necessary to appeal to the cruder kinds of self- 
interest. Representative institutions, as existing in this 
•country, whatever their obvious drawbacks, do at any rate 
secure that the more instructed political minds shall weigh more 
than the less instructed. This is only equivalent to saying that 
the average member of Parliament has more political knowledge 
and has more power of weighing the consequences of political 
action than the average elector. But the Referendum is a 
means of making the least instructed and the least sagacious 
weigh as much as the most instructed and the most sagacious, 
thus accentuating some of the worst practical dangers of 
democracy.

. Let. the House of Commons grapple boldly with the present 
situation as regards the political, position of women. It is 
unusual to have so weighty a question' severed from party 
politics. But the enfranchisement of women has never from the 
outset been a party question. Every Conservative Prime 
Minister since, and including, Lord Beaconsfield, has been a 
supporter of it, while the great weight of members in its favour 
has been found on the Liberal and Labour benches. There is 
no exact parallel that I can recall for its present position. But 
there is some resemblance to it in what happened in 1867. Mr. 
Disraeli’s Reform Bill of that year could never have been 
carried had it not been for the support of the band of Liberals 
who received the nickname of the Tea Room Party. If the 
Conservative suffragists will form a Tea Room Party in 1912 
a Women’s Suffrage amendment to the Reform Bill is safe.

Those who have been crying for deliverance from the 
tyranny of party now have an opportunity of putting their 
sincerity to the test. Let them welcome the opportunity of 
settling a political question of first-rate importance on non-party 
lines.

Your obedient servant.
Millicent Garrett Fawcett, 

January13th.

" Hopelessly Divided.”
The subjection of political journalists to phrases is one of the 

most curious and melancholy weaknesses of that intelligent pro- 
fession. No doubt it is partly the fault of the public, that 

■eternal sophist, always on the look out for some easy formula 
that may seem at once to express and to justify its prejudices; 
but the supply exceeds the demand. Some day—-after women 
have got the vote—there may be time for the compilation of a 
Dictionary of Political Phrases, in which the history of each 
ephemeral war-cry might be given, and the actual meaning- of 
the words contrasted with the-state of mind that they produced 
or encouraged. It would be an instructive work, and might 
■conduce to general humility. In our own movement we have 
unusual opportunities for observing phrases at work, because 
we have both the politician proper and the Anti-Suffragist' 
pelting- us, so that there is hardly a piece of foolishness in the 
language that has not come our way one time or another, and 
•expected to be taken for argument. For the moment, however, 
the anti-suffragist, as such, is less interesting than the 
politician; we know what the anti-suffragist is at, but we are 
still learning the politician’s vocabulary, and we want very 
much to see what the politician is going to be up to next. The 

difficulty is that the politician has been thrown by the present 
position of the Suffrage movement into a state of extreme 
anguish owing to the prospect of having to make up his mind 
for himself instead of just going with his party; and, in con- 
sequence, the things that he says are expressive rather of his 
pain than of his judgment. No one can question the genuine- 
ness of the torment that drives the Westminster Gazette, with 
the ink scarcely dry on its belated confession that women must 
be in the Reform Bill, to cry aloud for a Referendum. It takes 
an experienced journalist to realise that his pangs call for 
nothing less than an apostasy to relieve them ; but the Chronicle 
was quick to see that it was in the same case, and scarcely 
made a wry face at the prescription. It is difficult to believe 
that either will really swallow it; when it comes to the point 
both will probably bear their sufferings, and forget what they 
said in their haste, even if they do not forget what the Man
chester Guardian said about them.

Oddly enough, the sufferings of the Morning Post are even 
more acute; the Ministry, it finds, are “hopelessly divided,’.’ 
and its horror of a situation that can be so described quite over- 
powers its proper feeling that no situation can be too bad for 
a Liberal Ministry. If the heathen are in temporary possession 
of the temple, the least they can do is to abstain from unhappy 
divisions. Even the prospect of sharing the plunder while 
pitying the man is not enough to console a politician for the 
ruin of the rules of the game. “ Hopelessly divided '—it is a 
pathetic, almost a sympathetic phrase. Never was the- feeling 
for adverbs, one of the finest of journalistic feelings, more 
happily exemplified. . “ Divided ” by itself is good, with a 
suggestion of a difference that breaks up solidity and makes 
Two of One; but the adverb is a touch of genuius, all the senti
ment of “ Tears, idle tears " concentrated in a word. “ Quite 
divided,” “completely divided,” “finally divided,” “clearly 
divided ' ’—any one of these would answer to the fact; but they 
would leave the reader cold; we might ask ourselves whether 
there was anything so very terrible about a division of opinion 
upon one important subject among many, whether the agree
ment to agree which is the basis of party government might not 
even be refreshed and made a little wholesome by an agreement 
to differ for once. But “ hopelessly ” sets us right; it demands 
that we shall be disconsolate. Like all good journalistic 
weapons it is double barrelled; not once but twice are we hit 
by it, for it tells us not merely that division is there, but that 
such division is dreadful. The conversion of Mr. Asquith would 
be a lesser evil; that, at any rate, would leave the party machines 
undamaged, and relieve many honest fellows from the cruel 
necessity of considering things on their merits. What the 
honest fellows cannot endure is the sight of the captain of a 
team proposing to stand umpire; for that is how it must present 
itself to those who feel “ in their bones,” as the anti-suffragists 
say, that politics are a game and must be played as a game. 
The spectacle of a man admitting that it may be his business 
to help those who differ from him to win the day, though there 
is no party advantage to be gained by it, is to them the most 
shocking of spectacles. Why he may even damage the party; 
and though on all other counts the Morning Post, at any rate, 
would rejoice in the complete ruin of Mr. Asquith’s party, this 
unprincipled scrupulousness strikes a blow at all parties, and 
is not to be tolerated by men of principle.

All this lamentation is instructive, and even makes a legiti
mate demand upon our sympathy; and yet it is necessary to 
tell the enraged politician that, painful as his sufferings may be, 
he has got to make up his mind to suffer. It is not, and it 
never will be, the mark of one party in the State that it desires 
to enfranchise women, and of another that it desires to exploit 
them; and the “ hopeless division ” of the present Ministry is 
exactly what we should find in any Ministry that could conceiv
ably offer to govern the country to-day, because—-well, because 
all the common sense of the country will never be found in one 
political party. R. F. Cholmeley.

The Suffrage Movement in America.

My visit to America was very short—hardly more than six 
weeks—and it would be an impertinence to write of it at all 
without warning my readers of the very slender basis of 
knowledge on which my “impressions ” rest. For not only 
was my stay brief, but my speeches were many and my work 
hard. It is apparently the general custom in America to have 
only one speaker; the chairman is admirably brief; and there 
are (merciful dispensation !) no votes of thanks. The burden 
of the meeting, therefore, rests on the shoulders of one speaker, 
and she is given ample time to develop her theme at length,



702 THE COMMON CAUSE, JANUARY 18, 1912. January 18, 1912. THE COMMON CAUSE. 703

and answer all the questions. The plan, though it taxes the 
speaker, seems to me a good one, but I could. have wished it 
sometimes modified in my own case, since it inevitably resulted 
in my hearing no other voice than that with which! am already 
too familiar—my own. Only on two occasions had I the 
pleasure of hearing American Suffrage speakers, and on both 
those occasions, by misfortune, I had to leave before the end of 
the meeting. And most of the time that I was not on a platform 
I was in a train.

Yet I learnt something; and from American Suffragists I 
gathered that, in their own opinion, the movement is more 
advanced here than it is yet with them—at least in the East; 
and this in spite of the fact that six of the Western states have 
actually granted the full franchise to women. It is necessary 
to speak of the ‘1 full franchise " because an attempt has been 
made over here to minimise the importance of recent victories 
in Washington and California by representing the vote there as 
on a par with the municipal vote in England. Such an attempt 
can only be made in the grossest ignorance. The state franchise 
in America carries with it the municipal vote, the vote for the 
State Legislature, and the Federal Legislature, and the 
President of the United States. I will not complicate my 
article by an account of the American system of elections— 
sometimes direct and sometimes indirect. My point is that, in 
every case, the female franchise is exactly the same as the 
male. If this be “merely local government,” then we English 
are asking no more—indeed not so much, since we do not ask 
to elect the king !

The extension of the franchise to women in the West goes 
far to contradict what I have said as to the position of the 
Suffrage movement in the East. Even if it is not so widespread 
or (in some states) so highly organised as in England, it may 
yet outstrip us in the race; for it has no longer to combat the 
terror of the unknown. The vague prophecies of disaster, 
which form almost the whole stock-in-trade of the Anti- 
Suffrage speaker here, lose their force when women vote and 
no disaster follows. California follows Washington quickly, 
because in Washington justice has been done, and the heavens 
have not fallen. Startling, indeed, but irrefutable proof that 
they need not fall , even if women voted in New York. So, 
though one’s wish to every state is “ May you be next! ” the 
general consensus of opinion is that “ it will come from the 
West."

To the West, to my keen regret, I could not go, Chicago 
being my furthest point. But everyone was speaking, of 
course, of the Californian victory, and everyone agreed that it 
had been largely won by the help of those who came in from 
Washington, to testify to the beneficial working of Women’s 
Suffrage there. Against such arguments the lurid prophecies 
of Anti-Suffrage Jonahs were harmless as blank cartridge.

Women have not been “in politics” in America nearly so 
much as they have here. It is perhaps almost as much an 
advantage as a disadvantage. It means less experience in 
political organisation, but it means less difficulty in getting rid 
of the bondage of party feeling, "and a greater readiness to put 
Women’s Suffrage before all other considerations. Moreover, 
though women have taken little part in party politics, they have 
frequently, and with conspicuous success, taken a share in the 
business'of working for “ good government ” in the cities, i.e., 
an honest as against a corrupt administration. They scored a 
splendid victory in Philadelphia this autumn, when in that 
corruptly-administered city a “good government” mayor was 
elected, largely through the efforts of the women. They were 
publicly thanked by the successful candidate for their ungrudg- 
ing and efficient work for him.

Within the Suffrage movement itself, it is as hard for an out
sider to grasp the aims and relations of the different leagues as 
(no doubt) it is for strangers here. There are many different 
societies, all, or nearly all, affiliated to the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association, whose President is Dr. Anna 
Shaw. One which surprised me greatly, was the “College 
Equal Suffrage League,” founded with the special object of 
bringing university women into the movement:. , Here they have 
been “ in ” so long that one can hardly realise a state of affairs 
in which such a league could be necessary. It has, however, 
done splendid work in America.

The most important development in Suffrage work of recent 
years is undoubtedly the rise of the “ Woman Suffrage Party.” 
To English ears this title at once suggests an organised party 
in Congress, but the Woman Suffrage Party is something wholly 
different. Its members are men and women of any shade of 
political opinion, who sign a membership form stating their 
belief in Women’s Suffrage and willingness to join the " party.” 
They pay no subscription, and are urged to join one of the other 
leagues or societies, which do demand subscriptions, if possible.

One asks at once : “ How is it possible to organise or keep in 
touch with non-paying members? ” In the answer to this, 
question lies the real importance of the new society.

The Woman Suffrage Party is organised on the same lines as 
the men’s political parties : that is, it is divided into wards and 
precincts, and (further) into smaller districts of so many 
“ blocks ” of houses. Captains have charge of each of these 
divisions or districts, with officers under them to organise the 
sub-divisions, in such wise that there is an active representative 
of the Woman Suffrage Party in charge of every group of 
houses. She keeps in touch with those inhabitants who belong 
to the party, and gets more to join. The thing is organised by 
personal work from top to bottom. It is magnificent.

English Suffragists will, not be surprised to learn that the 
brain from which this statesmanlike scheme originated is Mrs. 
Chapman Catt. She founded the Woman Suffrage Party in 
New York, where it has had an extraordinary success, and 
already numbers between forty and fifty thousand members. 
Its president now is Mrs. Penfield; it has an organ of its own, 
The Woman Voter; and its activity in organising meetings and 
interviewing members of the Legislature is very great. It has 
spread to’ the other States. I met some of the noblest of its. 
adherents in Chicago, one of whom (Mrs. Frances Squire 
Potter) has lectured in England, and will, I greatly hope, come 
here again. Mrs. Catt herself, of course, is absent from 
America on international business.

It is believed that the Woman Suffrage Party will not only 
help to win the vote, but will educate the voter; hence its 
organisation on the lines of the men’s political divisions, the 
“ wards" and “ precincts. ’ ‘ Women of the “Party” will 
understand the machinery (I use the word in its English, not 
its American sense) of government, and take their places 
in it without difficulty when the time comes. They will, more
over, have a programme to work for, ready-made. .Though the 
“ Party ” is a Suffrage society, it takes, a definite line also 
with regard to better conditions for women’s work, and other 
problems of the day. This is all without prejudice to its primary 
object—the vote. If one may make a comparison, it perhaps 
more resembles the National Professional and Industrial 
Women’s Suffrage Society than any other here, at least with 
regard to its 'general policy and line of action, though it is 
obviously quite different in constitution; while in the education 
in democracy which it gives to its members, I was proud to see 
a resemblance to our own N.U.W.S.S.

This is a very brief and “ sketchy ’’-account, indeed, of a 
great subject. English Suffragists will hardly need to be 
reminded how great, since it is the American Suffrage move
ment which has given us our first victory, in Wyoming, and 
our last, in California; the most important book in Suffrage 
literature since, “The Subjection of Women"—" Women and 
Economics,” and our International President, Mrs. Chapman 
Catt , ' A. Maude Royden.

The Dressmaker.
A little shadow of a being drifted into our house and out of it 

again three or four times a month like a wraith. She came to 
sew for us, and she was very pale and shy and small. She 
always dressed in black, as if she were permanently in mourning 
for the death of her kith and kin, almost all of whom had left 
this world. Her face was tiny; and scored, not with the bold 
lines of a life fully lived, but with the network of little crossed 
wrinkles that are caused by incessant anxiety. Her shoulders 
were much bent, her chest hollowed, and her thin body moved 
always quickly and nervously; she laughed in a timorous way, 
frequently, as if she were fearful of giving offence by lack of 
appreciation of her employers’ jokes. She often laughed when 
no joke was intended. Her eyes had faded to a china blue, and 
her mouth was thin as if the lips had grown to the shape 
required for keeping the needful pins within them. Her hands, 
with fingers bent into the sewing form, were even more wrinkled 
than her face; and the skin round the nails was broken with 
housework. She was very communicative about her history, 
and glad to find someone who would listen with sympathy, for 
the telling of her story seemed to lighten its load. Her life had 
been very uneventful. There had been no “romance” in it, 
and its periods were marked by the successive deaths of her 
parents and sisters. It had been a life full of the continual 
visitation of death, and empty of the inspiration of birth, for 
neither her sisters nor brother had married, or done great 
things. Each one had been made first cadaverous, and worn, and 
unlovely by their common enemy—consumption—which then 
took them into the great silence. It had been a life of decay and 
ending, but the little dressmaker continued it with courage and 

perseverance. Her family had always been “ respectable,” and 
when the rest of them were alive they had seen better times; 
but as their numbers had been lessened there had grown in her 
heart a great fear. And now that she was alone, and her 
earnings—because she had so little strength-—were very small, 
the great fear became a nightmare brooding over her and 
governing her life. The' great fear was her dread of the 
“ Union.” That she must keep out of the workhouse and not 
touch the small sum laid aside for ‘ ‘ burial money ’ ’ was her 
painful, ever-present thought.

She spoke often of a distant cousin who was her hope and 
comfort; she thought that when she could earn no more he 
would keep her from the last disgrace. He was a successful 
doctor with a large practice in London, and he sent her five 
pounds every Christmas as a present. “ He’s a real relation,” 
she would say of him, “ and the only real one I have; the others 
care nothing for me.” By “ the others” she meant his wife 
and family, and his brother and wife and family. “ But they 
might not be cousins for all the notice they take of me,” she 
used to say.

One day she came in great distress. Something about her 
dress gave it a greater air of mourning than usual. Her eyes 
were red with crying- and her low voice caught with half-sobs. 
She came with the news that her one “ real relation ” was no 
more. “And now, how do I know I shan’t end in the work- 
house? ” she cried. “ Eh ! how I’m hoping that the funeral 
won’t be in London. It didn’t ought to be, for he was born 
here; and, if it is, I couldn’t go so far. . . . Oh ! how I’m 
hoping I’m asked. But, if I’m not asked, I shall go anyway ; 
and most, I hope I’m asked to hear the will.” Her anxiety to 
attend the funeral was obviously prompted more by the desire 
to hear at the earliest opportunity what help in her unending 
struggle she would have from her dead cousin than by the wish 
—though that was. very strong—to do him a last reverence. 
Her necessities were driving her. “ If he’s not left me any
thing," she continued, in her dreary, unmodulated voice, “I 
don’t know how I shall get on without his five pound coining 
regular, for I always paid the rent with it. I can make for the 
food and that, but I can’t make for the rent; it’s too much. If 
I’m not asked to the will-reading I shan’t know, perhaps, for 
weeks whether he’s left me anything or not; and it will be just 
like them not to ask me ! I don’t expect them to ask me. . . . 
Do you know what makes me think they won’t? Well, I’ll tell 
you. I’ve only been in their company once—but it was enough. 
I went to a weddin’ of one of their daughters. It was he that 
asked me.” (She always referred to the cousin who acted in a 
cousinly manner in reverential tones as “ he.”) “ But Iwished 
I had never gone, for they took no notice of me, and pretended 
not to see that I was there; and at the reception afterwards I 
could not find my lace among the wedding presents. I could
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The attempt which is being made by several of the daily papers to 
discuss the question of a Referendum in relation to Women’s Suffrage 
is being dealt with in other parts of this paper. We wish, however, to 
remind members of the National Union that, in view of the pledges 
which have been received from Mr. Asquith, the discussion is wholly 
futile. Mr. Asquith promised that if a Women’s Suffrage amendment to 
the Reform Bill were carried in the House of Commons, it would become 
an integral part of the Bill, and as such would be defended in all its 
stages. Nothing was said about a Referendum, and indeed nothing 
could have been said, to any purpose. The Referendum is not part of 
the British Constitution, and to make it so an Act of Parliament would 
be required, for which the present Government could scarcely claim a 
mandate. It seems improbable that the programme for next session, 
already weighted with Home Rule, Welsh Disestablishment, and the 
Reform Bill, will include so drastic a measure as a change in the 
Constitution. The question whether or not a Referendum will ever 
become part of our methods of Government does not now concern us, it 
can be discussed on its own merits at the proper time. For the present 
we are concerned with obtaining the passing of a measure of Women’s 
Suffrage through the House of Commons in the ordinary way, and are 
likely to have obtained it long before the Referendum is part of our Con- 
stitution. In the meantime those who talk of submitting the question 
of Women’s Suffrage to a Referendum talk of submitting it to a thing 
which does not exist, and they may rest assured that the Women’s 

have cried—I could, really—for it was a good bit, too, that my 
grandmother used to wear, and that had been given to my 
mother and given to me. It was a lace collar, you know, and 
it would have made a beautiful transparent yoke to a blouse; 
and I wanted to give them a present, and I thought it was just 
the thing. But I couldn’t find it anywhere, and, I suppose, they 
hid it—showin’ they didn’t know what good lace was ! ” These 
last words she added with a burst of the artist’s contempt for 
the ignorant depredator that was like a flash of the undeveloped 
being in her. “ Then, in another room, set out on a table, 
there were all the things to eat—cakes and things, very fancy—— 
and we sat round the wall, and the other daughters were all 
bustling about attending to the other guests, that were fine, you 
know. But they never saw me; and there was I, ready to drop 
because I had come a long way and had to have my dinner early 
to get off in time. But they never took no notice o’ me; and, 
see, I never had even a morsel o’ the wedding-cake; and I was 
that disappointed I was coming away without saying ‘ Good- 
bye ’ to anyone. But He met me in the hall, and said, ‘ Where 
are you going, Lizzie? ’ and he said, ‘ Nay ! You’re never, 
going without any tea ! ’ and he took me into a little side-room 
and I had my tea there ; but I didn’t want it. I felt as if I could 
have flung it in their faces—not his, you know, but the others. 
... You know, they think of nothing but appearances, and 
they’d never give away a penny piece if they could have their 
way. It’s Be who gives it, and they're always trying to stop 
him; they care for nothing but show. They don’t care what 
becomes o’ me.”

Thus the worn voice—not bitterly, and very little complain- 
ingly, but rather as if it were merely stating facts—called up a 
vision of weeks of preparation for this wedding, of eager 
anticipation of it, of little contrivances to make a festive 
appearance, and generally to show that the humble dressmaker 
knew the duties of the wedding-guest as well as any other 
member of the wedding party. This had been one of the events 
of the dressmaker’s life, and it had taught her what to expect 
from those relations who were not “ real relations ” at this 
other great event—her benefactor’s death.

A few weeks later the little dressmaker looked so resigned 
and cheerful that it seemed things must have turned out exactly 
as she had hoped, but they had not. “ Eh, no ! ” she said, her 
face clouding over at the memory of her trouble; “I got 
nothing. They put him away very fashionably in London, so I 
saw nothing of it; and I heard only a week ago. I never got a 
penny piece. They’ve been too much for him; they’ve been 
a-worryin’ and a-persuadin’ of him to leave it all to them, as he 
said they did, and he’s given in to them. He was very good— 
but weak, you know,” she finished, drearily; “and I don’t 
know how I’m going to make my rent.”

A. M. Allen.

Suffrage Societies will absolutely decline to allow their measure to be 
dealt with in an unconstitutional way.

K. D. COURTNEY.
The arrangements for the Albert Hall meeting on Friday, F ebruary 23rd, 

are proceeding rapidly, and it seems probable that the hall will be full to 
overflowing. Applications for seats should be sent immediately to Miss 
Strachey, 58, Victoria Street, S.W.

Press Department.
“ REFERENCE TO OUR FILES.”

January 15th, 1912.
The Westminster Gazette, which, in its own words, has “ become the 

target of indignant reproaches and remonstrances," finds something 
humorous in the fact that the “ solitary defender of its advocacy of the 
Referendum is a lady who is a keen and determined opponent of the 
Suffrage Movement " ; we heartily agree, but neither the deplorably weak 
defence, nor the triumphant assertion of the Westminster that its files 
show that it had “ actually before given Woman’s Suffrage as an example 
of a suitable case for the Referendum,” are likely to alter the opinion of 
Suffragists that it is a preposterous suggestion. It is not remarkable' 
that the Referendum should have been mentioned previously, as Mr. 
Winston Churchill has already alluded to it. It is instructive, however, 
to note his reason for not applying it to such questions as those specially 
affecting “ minorities which have a ' special point of view in 
which they are passionately interested, which might be brushed aside
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by the abstentions or indifference of a majority of the other parts 
the United Kingdom." Such questions as Sunday closing, temperance, 
etc., are also excluded as undesirable for a Referendum, because they 
might " be rejected by it before they were properly understood."’ It is 
still more instructive to note the files which deal with Mr. Asquith’s 
repudiation of the Referendum on general grounds. Speaking in 
Wolverhampton on December ist. 1910, he said, “ I have given during 
the last twelve months, very careful study to the evidence afforded by 
those countries (Switzerland, United States of America, etc.), and the 
result is I have come to two conclusions. First that on the whole the 
Referendum has proved in practice a most disappointing and unsatis- 
factory way of ascertaining public opinion, and one proof of that is— 
that a relatively small percentage, indeed a very small percentage of 
the electors, will trouble to record their votes on the Referendum, as 
compared with those who go to the polling booths at the General 
Election. Secondly, it gives, as I have said, an uncertain sound, 
and is no trustworthy organ or index of the will and opinion of the 
people." Mr. Asquith’s opinions expressed here are certainly traceable 
in his answer to the Anti-Suffrage Deputations on December 14th :— 
, “ is it not quite plain to you that a verdict so given by men, and 
by men alone, would not only not be accepted, but would be resented 
as in the highest degree misleading and unsatisfactory by, I will not 
say the majority of women, because it is a moot point what the majority 
of women think, but by those who on behalf and in the name of women, 
are advocating this change? They would say you are, really begging, 
or to some extent, begging the question which we desire to see submitted 
to the country, and I do not believe that you would allay the agitation 
by any verdict so pronounced.”

We agree with the Westminster that it is the most difficult thing in 
the world to dissipate an atmosphere of suspicion, and its article of 
January 13th certainly does not succeed in doing so. The questions it 
proposes for Referendum may be " simple.” So also is the suggestion 
" that by a Referendum women will be able to get the vote by two stages 
instead of one.” What its articles of this week fail to make clear is, 
that the " simple ” remedies it proposes ate needed by Mr. Asquith or 
would in any sense either meet the objections he has himse.f made, dr 

‘ extricate ‘ him from the difficulties which the Westminster appears so 
anxious to advertise on his behalf.

The articles of the Daily Chronicle reverse in the most shameless way 
its judgments of a few days previously. The danger of defeat of the 
Government is ridiculed on January 4th as “ non-sensical,” and the 
neutrality of the Government upheld. On January nth ‘ the illogical 
and impossible position of the Cabinet " is given a double column. The 
suggestion “that Members of Parliament voted in the past, light 
heartedly in favour of Woman’s Suffrage " is contemptible. Its asser- 
tions that this question " involving organic change ” has never been 
placed before the electorate in a " concrete form,” entirely ignores the 
propaganda work done throughout the country with regard to the 
Conciliation Bill and the definite questions addressed to every candidate.
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By-Election.
EAST EDINBURGH.

Organiser—Miss Alice Low.
Committee Rooms—18, Montrose Terrace.

Through the sad death of Sir James Gibson, M.P. for 
East Edinburgh, we find ourselves in the midst of a by- 
election.

Our Committee Rooms at 18, Montrose Terrace will

LONDON SOCIETY OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES,
58, Victoria Street, S.W.

PUBLIC RECEPTION, on TUESDAY, JANUARY 23rd, 
At the Empress Rooms, Kensington (High Street Station) from 3.30 to 6. Chair: Mrs. THEODORE WILLIAMS.
Speakers: The LADY FRANCES BALFOUR, Miss A. MAUDE ROYDEN (on " A Suffragist’s Impressions of 
America”), Miss FRANCES STERLING. Discussion invited.

of Its declaration that no party has a mandate, entirely ignores Mr. 
Asquith’s pronouncement on November 22nd, 1910. The article is too 
full of inaccuracies to deal with, and no reference is made to Mr. Lloyd 
George's pronouncement, that ‘ the Referendum which the Liberal Party 
has repudiated for other questions will be doubly unfair for Woman’s

, Suffrage.” There is a note of uneasiness discernable in both the papers 
mentioned, lest the Unionist Party should make use of the advocacy of 
the Referendum, as the Times is so ready to suggest, and insist that 
those "‘ who have done so, even for their own ends, can never again offer 
it a general and unconditional opposition.” In the absence in both these 
papers of all serious Consideration of Woman's Suffrage, precautions on 
this point appear quite unnecessary.

The Daily News and Manchester Guardian dealing in a summary and 
straightforward manner with both papers, emphasise the condemnation 
by the Liberal Party of the Referendum, and the fact that the pledges 
of Members of Parliament are binding. “ What would be the impression, 
left upon the mind of plain men by the spectacle of a great party 
abandoning a conviction just in order to get itself out of a temporary 
difficulty—for that and nothing higher is the driving motive? 35 The 
Manchester Guardian sees in the suggestion of the Referendum " the only 
refuge from the danger of having to translate fair words into honest 
actions. If it is good for Women’s Suffrage it is good for Home Rule, 
for Welsh Disestablishment, for the Reform Bill as a whole and not 
merely for a particular amendment to it. The whole proposal is unfair 
and impracticable, and we do not suppose that the Prime Minister would 
for a moment consider it."

EMILY M. Leaf.

Literature Department.
14, Great Smith Street, Westminster.

We can. now give fuller particulars of the official paper with corners 
in the colours which the National Union is stocking for the benefit of 
the societies. This paper can be delivered with or without the printed 
name, address, etc., of the various societies. If plain, with coloured 
corner only the cost would be 4s. 6d. a ream (480 sheets), the headings 
can then be added by local printers. If, on the other hand, the societies 
would prefer the paper printed with heading complete, we can quote the 
following:—

Letter paper, printed in black with name of Society, etc., with corners 
in green, red and white on cream-laid paper, 9s. 3d. per ream.

Reprints, if ordered within two months of first order, 7s. per ream.
(A reduction would be made for ordering more than one ream at a 

time.)
We can also supply envelopes at—is. a 100 post free.

. The penny badges are now made with a catch so that they can 
be fastened on more securely. I. B. O'MALLEY.

be under the superintendence of Miss Florence Hilliard, 
and we shall welcome any help from workers and 
speakers, and shall be most grateful for financial aid.

In the last nine months Scotland has had as many by- 
elections as the whole of the rest of the United Kingdom, 
every one of which has been within the area of the 
Scottish Federation. The tax upon the funds has 
therefore been very heavy, and any sum, however small, 
will be of help.

The Liberal Candidate will not be selected till the 
middle of the week, so it is impossible to announce our 
policy in this issue.

Mr. J. Gordon Jameson, the prospective Unionist 
Candidate, answered " No ” to all our questions. The 
Liberal majority at last election was 2,654. ia ha

ALICE Low.

List of National Union Societies.
In the list of societies which we published in our issue 

of January 4th, the SOUTHWOLD Society was accidentally 
omitted.

London Society.
RICHMOND Demonstration.

The Surrey branches of the London Society 
intend holding an important demonstration on 
Saturday afternoon, January 27, to demand 
Women’s Suffrage in 1912. It is to consist of a 
procession through the town and a mass meeting 
in the theatre.

The meeting in the theatre will begin at four 
o’clock. The Mayor of Richmond will take the 
chair, and the speakers will be the Lady Frances 
Balfour, Mrs. Fawcett, LLD., Mrs. Philip 
Snowden, and Sir John Cockburn, K.C.M.G.

The following societies have promised to join 
officially in the procession, which will be led by 
Mrs. Fawcett, supported by members of the 
Executive Committees of the National Union and 
London societies.:—The N.U. Surrey, Sussex and 
Hants Federation, the New Constitutional, the 
Church League, the Catholic Women’s Society,

the Forward Suffrage Union, the Artists’ League, 
the Suffrage Atelier, the Surbition Independent 
Labour Party, and the Men’s League for Women’s 
Suffrage.

No popular demonstration of this character 
has been held in the immediate neighbourhood of 
outer London, and it is of the utmost importance 
that its size and representative character should 
give it a real political significance at the critical, 
though hopeful, stages through which the move- 
ment is now passing. All supporters, men and 
women, are urged to join (graduates in cap and 
gown), and are earnestly begged to facilitate 
arrangements by assembling on Richmond Green 
at 1.30 p.m. Any whose work detains them later 
are invited to fall in at the earliest possible 
moment.

The green is one minutes walk from Richmond 
station.

FANCY Dress Dance.
The Chelsea Committee of the London Society gave 

a Fancy Dress Dance at Crosby Hall on January 9th, 
in aid of the funds of the Society. As the accounts 
are not yet made up, the exact amount to be handed 
over is not known, but it will probably be between nine 
and ten pounds—a good profit, as the hall is not very 
large and the tickets were only 5s. All who attended 
declared they had spent a delightful evening. Crosby 
Hall is an ideal background for costume, and the effect 
of the Suffrage banners, which were hung on the wall, 
was brilliant. Members of the London Society present 
were Lady Scott-Moncrieff, Mrs. Savory, Mrs. Marshall, 
Mrs. Cross, Mrs. Whitting, Mrs. Hunt, Miss Cockle, 
Mrs. Walker, the Misses Strachey, Miss B. Newcombe 
and others. The dresses were very varied and pic- 
turesque, and one or two may be singled out as distinct 
successes. Miss M. Strachey’s realisation of “Un 
Ndgre en flammes " was most original, with its waving 
yellow and red ribbons over black. Miss Mary Brunton 
as Burne-Jones’ Beggar Maid, and Mr. Duncan Grant 
as a Wood Sprite, in a costume of laurel leaves, were 
altogether charming. There were also several genuine 
dresses of the 18th and early 19th centuries.

BRENTFORD.—On Tanuary 10th, by invitation of the 
“Speaker" (Rev. T. Henrey), Miss Helen Ward opened 
a debate on "Women’s Suffrage " in the St. George’s (local)

Parliament. In this Parliament the Conservatives are in 
power, and many of them appear to hold views similar to 
those of Mr. F. E. Smith. After an extremely animated 
discussion, in which about six "Antis" and about two or 
three “Pros ” took part, and after a recount on demand, 
the Speaker declared the "Women’s Suffrage " motion to be 
lost by two votes. Some slight confusion had arisen pre- 
viously owing to certain speakers having understood the 
subject of debate to be "Universal Suffrage.’'

EAST St. PANCRAS AND HIGHGATE.—By the performance 
of the "Rehearsal," given on Thursday night, the East 
St. Pancras and Highgate branches feel they have im
measurably increased their debt of gratitude to Miss 
Bessie, her company, and other good friends. Not only 
will the Suffrage Cause, for which the play was given, 
gain by the resuscitation of this clever play of Bucking- 
ham's, but the literary and dramatic taste of the times 
be stimulated. To the excellence of the acting was added 
the beauty and gorgeousness of the various costumes in 
which Miss Bessle's skill and taste were personally con- 
cerned. The charming dances, encored every time, which 
completed each act of ihe play were given by friends, 
from the South Place Ethical Society, to whom our best 
thanks are due, and once again we have to express our 
indebtedness to Mr. Clements and the South Place 
Orchestra for the musical items of the programme, 
appropriately selected and sympathetically rendered. 
Every seat in the Hall was sold before the doors were 
opened, and the only regret was that it was not possible 
to hire a larger hall, and so make the occasion more 
worthy of Miss Bessle's gift.

NonTE HACKNEY.—During the last two months the 
North Hackney branch has held -everal small drawing- 
room meetings. The Hon. Secretary, members of the 
Committee, and local friends have given short speeches, 
and tea, with discussion, has followed. Several people 
not before interested have attended, and thirty new 
members have joined the branch.

Federation Notes.
N. and E. Ridings (Yorks.).

As the Federation has obtained the desired grant of 
£10 for work in Lincolnshire, Miss Elphick will begin 
work in Grimsby in January.
FORMATION OF A SOCIETY AT N ORTHALLERTON.

Miss Sheard, after a fortnight’s excellent work, has 
started a branch, of 39 members, some being very keen. 
The Hon. Sec. is Mrs. Lupton Robinson, Breninnion, 
Thirsk Terrace; Hon. Treasurer, Mrs. Gardner, South 
Parade; and Mrs. Potter, Sidney Terrace, has under- 
taken the selling of The Common Cause.

On Monday, December 11th, a Public Meeting was 
held in the Parish Room, decorated with the Federation 
banner, pennants and cartoons. The room was nearly 
full, about 70 being present. Miss G. M. Gordon, M. A., 
kindly came in place of Miss Lucas, who was ill, and 
gave a splendid address. Miss Sheard seconded the 
resolution. - A gentleman in the audience made a little 
anti-suffrage speech, every point of which was answered 
by Miss Gordon, to the great satisfaction of the audience. 
Herbert Ceidero, Esq., J.P., Chairman of the U.D.C., 
took the chair. On Tuesday, December 12th, a public 
meeting was held in the Church Sunday School, by 
kind permission of the Vicar (Rev. Mr. Winch), who 
also took the chair. A good audience of more than 70 
listened to Miss Margaret Mein (who kindly came at 
short notice), and to Mlle. Stes, who gave much pleasure 
in seconding the resolution, which was passed with one 
dissentient. On Friday, December 15th, Miss Nelson 
kindly gave an invitation meeting at The Lodge. Mlle. 
-Stes and Miss Sheard spoke, and gained six new mem- 
bers, including the present Hon. Sec. of the Branch. 
The same evening, the speakers met a few of the mem
bers in Mrs. Farndon's schoolroom, but as the evening 
was not convenient to many of the members, they 
-decided not to form a committee then.

MIDDLESBROUGH.—On December 5th, Miss Chrystal 
Macmillan spoke on the Insurance Bill.

HULL.—A public meeting was held in the Church 
Institute on Wednesday, December 13th, Mrs. F. Richard- 
son (President) in the chair. Mrs. o. H. Corbett spoke 
hopefully of the chances for the Conciliation Bill, and 
emphasised the value of the pledges obtained from 
Cabinet Ministers. She urged the members of the Society 
to preserve a spirit of unity amongst themselves, and to 
occupy their time in good solid argument.
- SCARBOROUGH.—December 15th, Liberal Club.—Mrs. 
Corbett addressed a meeting of Liberal women convened 
by the local N.U.W.S.S. Committee, Mrs. Alderson-Smith 
in the chair. The attendance was good considering the 
time of year, and the audience showed themselves 
interested and appreciative. Two new members joined.
— WHITBY AND DISTRICT.—A Christmas sale was held on 
December 22nd. Mrs. Tattersfiel (Hon. Treasurer) kindly 
lent her room, and the result was a great success. The 
proceeds, £13 11s. 8d., are being divided between the 
National Union, the Federation, and the Society.

York.—A cottage-meeting was held in December at Mrs. 
Simon's, 7, Murray Street. One new member joined, and 
all present bought the COMMON CAUSE.

Surrey, Sussex and Hants.
The Federation has to report that two new societies 

have joined the Federation and have also affiliated to 
the. National Union. One of these—the Ringwood 
Society—was formerly, a part of the New Forest Society, 
but it now feels itself strong enough to stand alone, 
and has therefore affiliated direct to the N.U., bringing 
40 members. With Miss Woodham's help and the 
assistance of the Croydon Society, a new society has 
been started with great enthusiasm at Purley, and 
here also 40 members have been enrolled.

Thirty-seven representatives have been summoned 
to meet in committee on January 24th.

To facilitate the formation of new societies, the 
Federation has to. increase the number of organisers 
working in its area, and it would be glad to hear of any 
organisers willing to take short engagements.

M. O’Shea.

Eastern Counties.
•* EAST HERTS.—A letter has been received from Sir 
John Rolleston, Conservative M.P. for East Herts, in 
answer to one asking for an answer to the following six 
questions (sent down from headquarters): (a) Will 
you support an amendment to the Government Reform 
Bill giving votes to women on the same terms as men. ? 
(b) Will you support an amendment giving votes to 
women householders and the wives of male householders?
(c) Will you support an amendment on the lines of the 
Conciliation Bill, 1911 ? (d) If no amendment including 
women in the Government Bill passes the House of 
Commons, will you vote against the third reading of 
the Bill ? (e) If the Government Bill is so amended as 
to include women, will you vote for the third reading 
of the Bill? (/) Will you maintain your support of 
the Conciliation Bill unless it is rendered unnecessary 
by the passing into law of a reform Bill enfranchising 
women ? Sir John Rolleston answers " Yes " to all 
the questions except (e), on which lie wishes to reserve 
his judgment.

West Lancashire, West Cheshire and North 
Wales.

1 A Federation Committee meeting was held in Liverpool 
on December 13th, when 20 delegates attended and dis- 
cussed a lengthy agenda. It was resolved to send a 
circular letter to all Societies, urging them to arrange 
deputations to the M.P.'s in their areas, and amongst 
other important resolutions passed was one recommend
ing the North Wales Societies to form a Sub-Committee 
for the organisation of Welsh work. The Chairman (Miss 
Eleanor Rathstone) reported on the extremely satisfactory 
results of the deputations which had waited on local 
M.P.'s, and Miss Price White drew attention to the 
advance in Press work in North Wales.

The LLANGOLLAN Society held a very successful cake 
sale and tea on Tuesday, December 12th. The members 
and sympathisers contributed an excellent show of cakes, 
plum puddings, mince meat, preserves, etc., and a very 
good tea was provided at 6d. a head. There was also a 
stall for the sale of Suffrage literature, and two dozen 
capies of the COMMON CAUSE were sold. Mrs. J. E. 
Hughes recited "The Awakening," and songs and piano- 
forte solos were given during the afternoon. A sum of 
£6 was cleared at the sale.

The BIRKENHEAD Society held a meeting in Upton on 
December 9th. The speakers were Miss McCrind ell and 
Miss A. Wyse, and the resolutions was carried without a 
dissentient.

The WREXHAM Society held a small meeting on Decem- 
ber 10th, when Miss Dora Mason was the principal 
speaker;

North of Scotland.
The series of meeting which have been held throughout 

our area during December have proved very successful. .
A public meeting was held in the Queensgate Hall, 

INVERNESS, on December 8th, to discuss "The position of 
Women under the Insurance Bill, with special reference 
to the Servants' Tax." The meeting was largely attended. 
Mrs. Critchley occupied the chair. Mrs. J. Fraser spoke 
on the Servants’ Tax. and gave a most lucid explanation 
of the advantages and disadvantages of this section of 
the Bill. Mrs. Hunter dealt with the position of married 
women under the Bill. A short discussion followed. 
Mrs. McEwen read a resolution protesting against the 
passing of the Bill before the enfranchisement of women 
It was carried unanimously.

A public meeting was held in the Phipp's Hall, 
BEAULY, on December 12th. Rev. W. McRae presided, 
and Mrs. Hunter and Mrs. Fraser dealt with the same 
questions as above. The large audience was greatly 
interested, and at the close 14 ladies joined the Beauly 
Branch of N.U.W.S.S.

A public meeting, which was well attended, was held in 
FORRES on December 14th. Mrs. Robertson (Inverness) 
presided, and Mrs. Hunter spoke on the Insurance Bill. 
A resolution was passed protesting against the Bill 
becoming law before the enfranchisement of women.

A public meeting was held at GRANTOWN-ON-SPEY on 
December 19th., The hall was well filled, and the meeting 
was most successful. Mrs. McEwen (Inverness) presided, 
and Mrs. Hunter spoke on the Insurance Bill. There was 
the nucleus of a Society in Grantown, and at the close 
ten new members joined, and we hope the Society will 
soon be strong enough to be affiliated to the National 
Union. «

Following on the public meeting at ROTHES (Moray- 
shire), reported last time, a most interesting drawing- 
room meeting was held on December 16th through the 
kindness of Mrs. Allardyce. Mrs. Hunter spoke on the 
general subject, and afterwards a new Society was 
formed with Mrs. Ross as President, and other office 
bearers were appointed. Twenty-two members joined, 
and this Society has since been affiliated to the National 
Union. We wish it all success.

The INVERNESS Society held its second regular meeting 
for the winter on December 15th at St. Margaret’s. It 
was a “Hat night," and proved very interesting. Ques- 
tions were asked and answered on the present political 
situation, the Insurance Bill, and Mr. Asquith's reply 
to the Anti-Suffragist deputation.

Scottish.
The historic town of Ayr, where I have been at work 

for a few days, lends a willing ear to the Cause, and 
I have good hope of starting an effective Society before 
I leave on January 22nd. My address till then is 45, 
Newmarket Street, Ayr, and I shall be glad to hear of 
any sympathisers in the town or the county. My 
next destination is Ardrossan (address c.o. Mrs. Fawcett, 
Corunna, Ardrossan), where we shall try to follow up 
the strong sympathy shown us in the N. Ayrshire 
election by getting a Society formed for this town and 
Saltcoats together. Lord Rowallan has promised to 
preside, if a meeting can be arranged, and we hope to 
avail ourselves of his support.

4 ALICE Crompton.
The Federation acknowledges with sincere thanks a 

donation of ten shillings from Mrs. Tennant, Secretary 
of the Hockwold Society, given in response to Miss

Crompton’s appeal, towards the fund for by-election
expenses.

North Western.
A New SOCIETY.

A new society has been formed in LANCASTER, after 
a fortnight's organisation work done by Miss Norma 
Smith. A very successful At Home was held in the 
Old Church House on Monday, December 11th. Miss 
Norma Smith spoke, and at the conclusion of the meeting 
about 60 of those present joined the society.

On November 27th Miss E. C. Maltravers addressed a 
large gathering of the Co-operative women in CARLISLE on 
the subject of "Moral Laws and the Suffrage." A resolu- 
tion was passed unanimously and sent to Mr. D. Denman, 
M.P. Another was sent to Mr. Will Crooks, M.P. in 
favour of his proposed Bill to raise the age of consent. 
Miss Maltravers also addressed two schools for mothers 
on the same subject.

KESWICK Society held three meetings, one at BRIGHAM, 
one at THRELKELD, and a members meeting in Keswick.
West of England.

FORMATION OF A BRANCH AT YEOVIL.

On Thursday, the 11th inst., a short meeting was 
held at the Masonic Hall, Yeovil, to inaugurate the new 
branch. Mrs. Pocock was elected Hon. Secretary, and 
Mr. A. E. Body was elected Hon. Treasurer. This is 
our only branch in the South Somerset constituency, 
but from these beginnings we hope to gain a firm footing 
on this fresh ground.

KATE M. S; ROBERTSON.

OXFORD WOMEN STUDENTS’ SOCIETY.
The annual general meeting was held on Jan. 9th, at10. 

Abbey Road, St. John's Wood (by kind invitation of Miss 
P. Myers). Miss Hadro( President) took the chair, and Miss 
Atkinson was elected Vice-Chairman. A report was read 
by the Hon. Secretary in which it was stated that the 
present number of members was 336; and, in the absence 
of the Hon. Treasurer, the Hon. Secretary read a state- 
ment of accounts. Sixteen Vice-Presidends were elected. 
Alterations were made in three rules in the consitution. 
Delegates to the Council were elected, and it was 
announced that application had been made for an Oxford 
box at the Albert Hall meeting (February 23rd). This 
was ratified, and it was resolved Oxford students should 
have seats in the box in order of application to the Hon. 
Secretary (Briarwood, Woking). It was resolved to print 
a list of members of the Society, officers,. etc.
BOURNEMOUTH SOCIETY.

The first of the series of Wednesday weekly " At 
Homes" took the form of a concert, with Miss 
Fonblanque as hostess. Songs by Miss Rayne 
and Miss Pryce were beautifully rendered. In 
deed, the whole programme was excellent, including a 
Suffrage speech by the hostess. The second function was 
held on January 10th, with Mrs. Hume as hostess. After 
tea speeches were made by the hostess, Mr. Blackford, 
Mrs. Sykes, and Mrs. Hamilton Grant. Recitations 
given by Miss Carter were much appreciated.

Obituary.
DR. SOPHIA JEX-BLAKE.

The first chapter in the history of the 
medical education of women may be said to be 
closed by the passing away of Dr. Sophia Jex- 
Blake. It is true that Miss Elizabeth Garrett 

(Mrs. Garrett Anderson) had become qualified 
to practise medicine before Miss Jex-Blake began 
her work, but the door had been' so sharply 
cicsed after Miss Garrett’s admission that Miss 
Jex-Blake had to begin afresh the efforts to 
obtain opportunities for the study of medicine 
and for admission to qualifying examinations.

Miss Sophia Jex-Blate, the youngest daughter 
of Thomas Jex-Blake, Proctor of Doctors’ Com- 
moms, and Maria Cubitt, his wife, was born at 
Hastings in 1840, and always maintained her 
love for her home country and never tired of 
quoting Rudyard Kipling’s " Sussex by the 
Sea,” which just expressed her feelings for her 
beloved homeland. Miss Jex-Blake early 
showed great mental force, and at 18 years of 
age became mathematical tutor at Queen’s 
College, a post she held for three years. Feel- 
ing that the education of girls needed reform 
she went to the Continent and then to America 
to study methods of education. While in 
America she met Dr. Elizabeth Black well, an 
Englishwoman who, after much difficulty had 
obtained the M.D. degree of the University of 
Geneva, U.S.A. Miss Jex-Blake became much 
impressed with the suitability of medicine as 
a career for women, and learning that many 
women greatly preferred to be treated by one 
of their own sex, she determined to take up the 
profession of medicine herself and went to 
Boston, U.S.A., where she studied under Dr. 
Lucy Sewall, who became a life-long friend. 
Feeling she would prefer to take a British quali- 
fication. Miss Jex-Blake returned home in 1868, 
and in 1869 matriculated in the Medical Faculty 
of the University of Edinburgh. The University, 
however, refused her admission to the classes on 
the ground that it was inadvisable for the 
University to make alterations “in the interests 
of one lady.” Miss Jex-Blake returned to 

London and there met Mrs. Isabel Thorne (who 
afterwards became Honorary Secretary of the 
London School of Medicine for Women) who 
also desired to study medicine and who, in the
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previous year, had passed the Arts Examination 
of the Society ol Apothecaries in the hope that 
the subsequent examinations might be opened to

. her. The Society, however, declined to open 
its doors to Mrs. Thorne, and she, therefore, 
joined with Miss Jex-Blake, Miss Edith Pechey, 
afterwards Mrs. Pechey Phipson, M.D., Miss 
Chaplin, afterwards Mrs. Ayrton and the mother . 
of Mrs. Israel Zangwill, and Mrs. de Lacy Evans 
in an application to the Senatus and the 
University Court (Edinburgh), as it was hoped 
that since five women desired to study medicine 
the University would see its way to give teach- 
ing to five when it had not desired to make 
alterations for one. This little group of women 
was admitted to separate classes in the 
University on the motion " That women be 
allowed to matriculate and to form separate 
classes." It seemed as if the efforts of 
Miss Jex-Blake and her fellow students to 
obtain a medical education were to be success- 
ful. Miss Pechey, however, obtained marks 
qualifying her for a "Hope" scholarship, which 
aroused considerable jealousy among the men 
students.

In 1871 Sir William Stirling Maxwell was 
elected Lord Rector of Edinburgh University, 
and as President of the University Court 
voted in favour of maintaining the regula- 
tions respecting women medical students. 
This aroused great indignation amongst the 
undergraduates and from that time difficulties of 
all kinds were thrown in the way of Miss Jex- 
Blake and her companions, and as after three 
years more no advance had been made in obtain- 
ing admission to a qualifying examination. Miss 
Jex-Blake determined to abandon Edinburgh 
and to turn her attention to London. Here she 
quickly gathered round her several staunch 

friends who helped her to found the London 
School of Medicine for Women. Classes of 
instruction for students, who now numbered 14, 
were opened. Still no qualifying body opened 
its doors to admit the students to its examina- 
tions, and in 1877 when 34 women had studied at 
the School they seemed as far off as ever from 
obtaining admittance to such exami nation, 
Thanks to Ireland, the King’s and Queen’s 
College of Physicians (now the Royal College of 
Physicians), Ireland, opened its doors to women. 
Miss Jex-Blake, who in the meantime had 
taken the degree of M.D. of the University of 
Bern, was amongst the first to avail herself of 
this examination, received the licence of the 
College and was then entitled to be registered by 
the General Medical Council of Great Britain and 
Ireland and to enter upon the legal practice of 
medicine.

Dr. Sophia Jex-Blake returned to Edinburgh 
in 1878 and practised there 21 years, during 
which time she founded the Edinburgh School 
of Medicine for women, of which she became 
Dean, and the Edinburgh Dispensary and College 
Hospital for Women and Children.

Dr. Sophia Jex-Blake retired from practice 
in 1899 and returned to Sussex, where she has 
spent the last 12 years in the happy companion- 
ship of a former student and devoted friend. Dr. 
Margaret Todd, the well-known writer.

Dr. Jex-Blake was laid to rest on Wednesday 
last in the grave-yard of St. Deny’s Parish 
Church, Rotherfield. Among those present at 
the graveside were her sister. Miss Jex-Blake; 
her nieces. Miss N. Jex-Blake, Principal of Lady 
Margaret Hall, Oxford; Dr. Bertha Jex-Blake; 
Miss Kathleen Jex-Blake. Vice-Mistress of 
Girton College; Miss Tomlinson, M.B., repre- 
senting the London School of Medicine 
Women; Canon Todd and many others.

Women's Suffrage and the 
Referendum.

for

W

■ The suggestion that Women’s Suffrage 
should be dealt with by a Referendum has 
provoked indignant comment from many 
well-known Liberals. Mr. Frank Marshall, 
of Keswick, has sent the following reply 
to the Press :—

It is a real grief to me as a Liberal to see 
some sections of the Liberal press dallying with 
that dangerous temptation, the Referendum.

Only a year ago Mr. Balfour yielded to the 
allurements in that speech which made a vast 
assembly of his supporters leap to their feet 
with the cry that wins the election. The result 
hardly justified their anticipation. Within a 
year of that moment of triumph the Tariff 
Reform wing of his party, perhaps we must now 
say the body rather than the wing, has cut

."—-
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itself clear of those enchantments and declared 
its abhorrence of the Referendum.

The other day when Mr. Asquith so humorously 
chid Lord Curzon for his masterly avoidance 
of the word, and invited Mrs. Humphry Ward 
to take her coat off—or use the equivalent 
feminine action—Mr. Asquith dismissed the pro- 
posal of a Referendum to men on the question of 
Women’s Suffrage by the suggestion that it 
would inflame and accentuate "the agitation and 
render it more embittered than it was before.".

I should have thought that he had stifled that 
suggestion. But it has been renewed on more 
than one occasion by the Press.

Can any Liberal really think that if his Party 
were to have recourse to this method of settling 
one question, they would be able to resist the 
demand for it on any other when it pleased their 
opponents to insist on it? The Conservative 
party have been tempted by the proposal in their 
frantic endeavour to show that the House of 
Lords and not the House of Commons were the 
true representatives of the people.

But that ought surely to have been a warning 
to all Liberals against its adoption even if the 
example of Switzerland were not a standing proof 
that the Referendum is the most efficient weapon 
of obstruction ever desired, leading repeatedly to 
the destruction of bills carefully prepared and 
elaborated in their Parliament.

No, to adopt the Referendum would be to 
yield the luxuriant locks of the Liberal Samson 
to the scissors of Delilah. It must not be 
played with as a means to salving the divisions 
of the Cabinet. #

Another word which has been frequently in the 
mouths of those who advocate the use of the 
Referendum as a means of settling the Women’s 
Suffrage controversy is one which cuts at the 
root of representative government—a mandate. 
I think it was first prominently used by our 
party with reference to the Education Bill of the 
Parliament chosen at the Khaki election. Surely 
the members of a house with a mandate are 
mere delegates and not representatives. To 
quote Mr. Asquith again: "A general election 
necessarily involves a complication of issues.” 
Is it possible to give a definite mandate on each 
of these at one election?—even on the Parliament 
Bill, the Insurance Bill, the Home Rule Bill and 
the Reform Bill? For I’m certain that our 
opponents, though they deafened us with yells 
of "Dollar Dictator” at the last election, will 
tell us that it gave no mandate on Home Rule 
when the Bill of next session is discussed. I 
daresay before the present parliament is dissolved 
it will have settled ten great issues and demanded 
a whole decalogue of mandates.

But if one were for the moment to consider 
the question, can anything approach more nearly 
to a mandate than this ? On November 24th, 
1910, the Prime Minister promised if again 
returned to power to give facilities for all stages 
of a Woman’s Suffrage Bill; and “The Times” 
Parliamentary Correspondent added :—

“Woman Suffrage, and Woman Suffrage on a 
democratic basis, is an issue at this election, 
and if the election confirms the Government in 
power, the New Parliament will be considered 
to have received a mandate on the subject of 
Woman Suffrage."

In spite or in consequence of these warnings, 
over four hundred members were returned at 
that election pledged to support. Woman’s 
Suffrage in some form, with the Conciliation Bill 
(already well-known to the electors) as a 
minimum.

And true to their pledges those. members 
carried the second reading of that Bill by the 
great majority of 167.

Can one imagine a clearer case for leaving the 
revision and completion of such a Bill to the 
representatives of the people in the ensuing 
session ?

Yours, etc.,
(Signed) Frank E. Marshall.

The Anti-Suffrage Canvass.
The canvass of the Anti-Suffragists looms large 

in their Review this month. Mrs. Humphrey 
Ward has a truly pathetic faith in the Women 
Municipal Voters, and wishes to refer the whole 
question of Woman’s Suffrage to a "Consultative 
Referendum of Woman Municipal Electors, and 
then to a final Referendum to the male voters."’ 
The plan conveys no clear meaning to us, but the 
recent canvass, so laboriously undertaken 
personally by paid canvassers, and reply-paid, 
postcards affords once again an object lesson on 
the futility of this method of obtaining evidence. 
Thousands of women throughout the country
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probably agree with the National Union in dis
crediting the results obtained on previous 
occasions, and according to the latest publication 
of the Anti-Suffragists the number of those who 
have sent no replies to their questions are not 
far from representing half of the total number 
of women voters canvassed throughout the 
country. In seven out of the fifteen London 
districts canvassed, more than half the women 
did not answer at all. In St. George’s in the 

 East the total poll was about 200. " - —____ 
d iscrepan cies in the results obtained by Anti- 
Suffragists, as opposed to other canvassers may 
well be illustrated by the case of Reading. THE 

- Common CAUSE in May, 1911, and the Anti
Sufrage Review in January, 1912, gives the fol- 
lowing figures respectively : —

In Reading out of an electorate of 1,730, 1,574 
Women Municipal Voters were visited, and 1,047 
signed a petition for Women’s Suffrage. Sixty 
were Antis and 467 refused to answer, though 
many were in favour. The Anti-Suf rage Review 
for January, 1912, gives for Reading:— 
Electorate 1,700, Anti 1,133, Pro 166, neutral 31, 
and no reply 370. The results of the canvass by 
the Women’s Social and Political Union in 
Paddington, recorded in the Manchester 
Guardian, January 15th, is not less striking 
when compared with the results given by the 
National League for opposing Women’s Suffrage 
for the same district. The question asked was 
“Are you in favour of the taxpaying women of 
the country having the Parliamentary vote?"‘ 
The folloving is the comparison: •—

" Anti-Suffragists 
"Suffragists ” 
" Doubtful " 
" No reply "

Figures of 
N.L.O.W.S.

1,161
334
335
670

Figures of 
W.S.P.U.

430
778
395
395 '

The total electorate of women is given as 2,500. 
In the majority of cases the suffragist canvasser 
explains the voter was not seen personally, the 
card being left at the house. Where an inter- 
view took place the question was put and no 
persuasion was used.

Could the objections which Mr. Asquith urged 
against the Referendum as affording "no trust- 
worthy organ or index of public opinion ” be 
more justly exemplified than in the comparison 
of these recent canvasses of Municipal Women 
Voters?
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A Typical Bargain

1,000
LADIES’
UMBRELLAS
in a large variety of silver’

with durable silk.
original Price from 7/6 to 10/-

Debenham & Freebody
Wigmore Street and Welbeck Street, London, W.
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" The Miracle" : An Impression

“This is the tale of the beautiful nun, whose 
life was one of joys . and sorrows. She heard 
the world calling; she heeded it, and she tasted 
its sweets and bitters. Then she came back to 
the Sanctuary—different, yet the same. . . ." 
These few words from the programme are all 
you need know of the plot of "The Miracle,” if 
you are already familiar with the beautiful 
mediaeval legend of how Out Lady performed 
day by day the duties of the erring nun, thus 
keeping her place open for her return. For the 
rest you must go to the vast cathedral at 
Olympia and see for yourself the solemn, tender, 
yet playful, beauty of it all. We English people 
cannot compare it with anything, for nothing 
like it has been seen in England. To the Ober- 
ammergau play it has an affinity in one thing 
only,—the one, ascetic, Scriptural, direct; the 
other, gorgeous, kaleidoscopic, catholic, are both 
alike instinct with reverence for things sacred. 
Yet "The Miracle" has no moral, or it has a 
thousand—for no two people would agree in the 
drawing of a moral. The human characters are. 
very human; even at the moment of their fall 
the nun kneels with her knightly lover in prayer 
before the ♦miraculous image, and causes an un- 
easiness in the heart of the half-diabolical 
" Spielman," that cynical, maleficent, spirit 
whose baleful influence is present even in the 
holiest places, where in some corner he is to be 
found squatting with his minstrel’s pipe. True, 
the nun drinks to the dregs the bitterness of a 
wicked world, and yet the blue morning, with 
the simple peasants singing their songs of praise, 
is never far away. We must not seek for a 
moral, yet the play is significant as few plays 
are, and, perhaps, most of all to those who 
believe in the moral force of a free womanhood. 
For them, perhaps, more than for others, the 
mystic dignity, the unearthly charm, the gentle, 
human sympathy of the central figure—the 
quickened “image”—will have a compelling 
attraction. And those, too, who are weary and 
disheartened by the strife of tongues should go 
and steep their souls in the calm atmosphere of 
this wordless mystery spectacle.

MRS. ENNIS RICHMOND, late Principa 
of West Heath School for boys and girls, Hamp
stead (now carried on by her son, Mr. Kenneth 
Richmond) takes at Valley End, Surrey, girls 
up to the age of 18.

A thoroughly good education in all ordinary 
School Subjects (including Advanced French 
and Music) is given, and, in addition, the girls 
have definite teaching in Household and 
Domestic Arts.

Valley End is in the middle of the ‘ Heather 
Country,’ with every opportunity for a healthful 
and interesting life for young people.

Postal Address:—

Valley End, Chobham, Surrey.

Station: Sunningdale, L. 8 S.W.R
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A pot of freshly-mixed Mus
tard on the table indicates 
perfection in household man
agement, that attention to the 
" little things " that means so 
much in the enjoyment of life.

Not only does it add to the appearance 
and completeness of the table, but it 
also adds materially to the enjoyment 
of the meat, makes it more appetising, 
more digestible. Those who are 
" particular ” over the Mustard Pot, 
are usually particular over the Mustard 
—they get

Colman’s
D.S.F. mustard
INTCoMELA.
ETHEL K. THOMAS, F.L.A.A., ACCONTANE AND

Income Tax Recovery Department,
46a, High Street, Slough, Bucks.
Special attention given to Recovery of Income Tax.

Assessments. Overcharges and Appeals.________________

THE CONCILIATION BILL.
To counteract MISREPRESENTATION, Suffragists and the general 
public should be made acquainted with its provisions and effect. 
Broadcast distribution of the two-colour explanatory leaflet just 
drawn up by Miss Margaret Robertson, B.A., is the best means of 
doing so. To be had only from THE WILLIAM MORRIS PRESS. 
LTD., 42, ALBERT STREET, MANCHESTER, at the prices 
following:—250 3s. 6d., 500 5s., 1,000 9s., 2,000 17s., 3,000 24s., 
5,000 37s. 6d., all carriage paid.

Tel. 2966 Gerrard. Licensed by L.C.C.

THE WEST END ASSOCIATION,
(Miss GOLDING.)

. Housekeepers, Matrons, Governesses, Nurses and 
--- ------------  introduced free of charge. Flats, families receiving 
Paying Guests, Schools, Nursing Homes and Couriers recommended. 
There is also a Branch for Domestic Servants.

Secretaries, 
Companions

317, REGENT STREET, W. (Near QUEEN’S HALL.)

(Y□ LA (Seeola)TOOTH 
AN IDEALDENTIFRICE,/

I POWDER
Because

It is Antiseptic but non-poisonous.
Does not contain any injurious Acid or Dye. • 
Preserves and whitens the teeth.
Certified by the Institute of Hygiene, 1910.
Awarded honours at the Japan-British Exhibition.

Sold by Chemists Everywhere.
, Wholesale: Black Bull Works, Caledonian Market, London, N.
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The Labour Party, 
Independent Labour Party, 

and the Fabian Society.

Demonstration 
TO DEMAND ADULT 

SUFFRAGE
WILL BE HELD AT 

Royal Albert Hall, 
LONDON, 

(MANAGER—HILTON CARTER), 
Under the auspices of the Three Organisations,

ON 

Tuesday, 13th Feb., 1912.

'SPEAKERS— 

WILL CROOKS, M.P. 
J. KEIR HARDIE, M.P. 
ARTHUR HENDERSON,

M.P.

PHILIP SNOWDEN, M.P.
MISS 

MARGARET 
BONDFIELD

MISS

MARY R. MACARTHUR
MISS

MILLICENT MURBY 
WM. C. ANDERSON 

(Chairman of the Independent Labour Party).

Doors open at 7.0 p.m. Chair to be taken at 8.0 p.m. prompt 
by

J. RAMSAY MacDONALD, M.P.
(Chairman of the Parliamentary Labour Party),

SUPPORTED BY

at

I

OEORGE N. BARNES, M.P.,
WILLIAM BRACE, M.P., 
J. R. CLYNES, M.P., 
CHARLES DUNCAN, M.P., 
F. W. GOLDSTONE, M.P., 
J. O’GRADY, M.P., 
JOHN HODGE. M.P., 
WALTER HUDSON, M.P., 
J. PARKER, M.P.,
J. POINTER, M.P.,

T. RICHARDS, M.P., 
T. RICHARDSON, M.P., 
ALBERT SMITH, M.P., 
J. E. SUTTON, M.P., 
JOHN W. TAYLOR, M.P., 
J. H. THOMAS, M.P., 
STEPHEN WALSH, M.P., 
GEO. J. WARDLE, M.P., 
W. TYSON WILSON, M.P., 

and others.

Reserved and Numbered Seats in Boxes, 5s., 
2s. 6d., 2s. Arena, Is. Stalls, 2s. and 1s. 
Reserved Seats, Balcony, 6d. Tickets Free to 
Gallery (Promenade) on application.

W

f

6
Tickets to be obtained by Members only from the Offices 

of the Independent Labour Party, St. Bride's House, Salis- 
bury Square, E.C.; The Fabian Society, 3, Clement’s Inn, 
Strand; The Labour Party, 28, Victoria Street, S.W.; and all 
Branches of the three Organisations. All tickets must be 
purchased before night of meeting.

Our Friends Abroad.
Members of the National Union will remember that our 

Treasurer (Mrs. Auerbach) has been obliged to go to 
South Africa for a few months. This was to have been a 
holiday, but the following extract from one of her letters 
will show that it is not a holiday from Suffrage work:— 

I have not been completely idle, and have all 
but succeeded in getting the question of Women’s 
Suffrage discussed by every passenger on board. 
The captain very soon told me J could have the 
saloon for a suffrage meeting on every evening 
that I liked. I found that the idea met with 
favour from. quite a number of passengers, so I 
took the wise precaution of approaching the 
"Sports Committee," the august body which is 
responsible for organising the so-called amuse- 
ments and entertainments that take place during 
the voyage. The Sports Committee made all the 
arrangements, and provided a chairman in Lord 
Rossmore. I had a large audience of both first 
and second-class passengers, and they were most 
attentive. I have circulated a considerable 
amount of ourliterature, and many have come to 
tell me of their interest in our movement. The 
meeting passed off very well. After my speech. 
Sir Charles Hunter, M.P. for Bath, was per- 
spaded to speak, and spoke in favour of the Con- 
filiation Bill. I myself found the audience too 
ignorant of the whole subject to feel it useful to 
devote much time to explaining the details of the 
present situation, as the ordinary arguments of 
propaganda were what they most wanted to hear. 
I did my best to promote discussion, and about 
half a-dozen questions were asked at the end of 
the meeting.

A ship affords a magnificent opportunity for 
propaganda. I wish we could keep organisers 
going to and fro on all the ocean liners! What 
chances they would have of making converts!
The last evening on board was Christmas, and 

. a specially festive dinner made a grand finale to 
the voyage, terminating with toasts and speeches, 
and I found myself called upon to return thanks 
on behalf of "the Ladies," which I took to be 
a proof that my women fellow-passengers had no 
objection to being identified with the cause of 
Women's Suffrage, inasmuch as I was asked to 
be their spokeswoman.

I am completing this letter on shore just to let 
you know that I was greeted on arrival by a 
letter from Mrs. Solby, the Cape Town treasurer, 
telling me that she was getting up a meeting for 
me to address on Tuesday next. The meeting 
has already been largely advertised, and I find 
that everyone I meet tells me about it.

I have only been on shore for eight hours, but 
it is long enough for me to see that the Women’s 
Suffrage cause has made immense strides since 
last I was in South Africa three years ago.

Madame Schmahl, the eminent French 
Suffragist, who was one of our foreign visitors 
for the procession last summer, writes in a 
letter to Mrs. Fawcett:—

" I have followed with the deepest interest the 
divers phases through which the Suffrage move- 
ment has passed lately in England, and you have 
my warmest sympathy in this particularly 
difficult period.”

In a letter also addressed to Mrs. Fawcett, 
Madame Bonnerses, President of the Suffrage 
Section of the Conseil national des femmes 
francaises, congratulates Mrs. Fawcett and the 
National Union on " l’eclatant succes parle- 
mentaire que vous venez d’obtenir," and con- 
tinues; "La victoire vous etait due, Mesdames, 
car vous lavez gagnee pair votre solide organisa- 
tion et par votre constant et inlassable effort. 
Vos soeurs du vieux continent europeen s’en 
rejouissent pour vous et pour elles. . . . Les 
feministes francaises vous admirent. Elles ■ 
continueront, elles aussi, a mener le bon combat 
jusqu’a ce qu’elles obtiennent satisfaction, et vous 
envoient ‘expression de leurs sentiments de 
confraternelle solidarite.”

Mrs. Fawcett has also received an interesting 
letter from Mrs. Chapman Catt (president of the 
International Woman Suffrage Alliance), who is 
making a voyage round the world in the interests 
of women's suffrage. In the course of her letter 
she says :—“In South Africa we got a National 
Association organised, but I do not feel very cer- 
tain about it, as unfortunately the two political 
parties are divided on racial lines. I think we 
shall get a committee here in Egypt, and if we 
succeed it will be a safe and sane one. I am cer- 
tain we are doing good, but if any of you think of 
a trip around the world as a vacation with much 
leisure and idle time, permit me to disabuse your 

mind of that impression. We are two very 
strenuous, hard-working individuals, with scarcely 
time to sleep, and certainly none in which to sew 
our hooks on. It is a very wonderful experience, 
and I am very glad I came. I have been very 
much impressed with the very great responsibili- 
vies of the British women toward the women of 
the many colonies of that country. I am grate- 
fulthat the great struggle is there, for the cam- 
paign is educating the women in other lands, and 
when once the British women have won the 
Suffrage it ■ will prove the most important in- 
fluence in the uplifting of the very downtrodden 
women in their dependencies. We have all 
realised the help a victory in Great Britain would 
be to the civilised world, but I, at least, did not 
realise what an enormous power it will be toward 
the amelioration of the pitiful conditions of the 
semi-civilised women.”

Foreign News
Germany.

Though the part played by German women in 
elections is as yet an inconsiderable one, they 
too are beginning to make their influence felt, 
and their help is being sought by the candidates 
of different parties. At Frankfort the local 
Suffrage Society undertook to question the 
various candidates as to their attitude towards 
Women's Suffrage. Favourable answers were 
received from the Progressive and Socialist 
candidates, and the society thereupon called on 
the women of Frankfort to assist one or other of 
these two candidates, according to their own 
personal convictions. At a recent by-election 
for the Reichstag in Constance when a Liberal 
was elected in a constituency which had 
previously been a stronghold of the Centre 
party, women took a prominent part in election 
work. Realising the assistance that the 
Liberal candidate was receiving from suffragists 
who were grateful for his former support in the 
Baden Landtag, the Centre party also began to 
invite their women to take an interest in politics 
and issued a special leaflet for their benefit. In 
the evening of the election day there were as 
many women as men to be seen in. the street, 
eager to hear the result. "The election at Con; 
stance has at any rate taught us one thing, 
writes a member of the local Suffrage society, 
“the Centre party will learn through its defeat 
that the interest of women in politics is no 
longer a negligible factor."

This year the German Suffrage societyJ 
celebrates the first decade of its existence, and a 
leading article in the " Zeitung fur Frauenstimm- 
recht” is devoted to a retrospect. “Anger and 
shame at our backward condition as compared 
with other nations,” we are told, "were the 
parents of our society, for at that time the 
women of the two largest German . states, 
Prussia and Bavaria, still suffered under the 
degrading associations law which put them on a 
level with schoolboys and pupils.” When the 
invitation came from America to send delegates 
to the first International Suffrage Congress at 
Washington it seemed as though the only course 
was to refuse. Happily the variety of states 
afforded a solution of the difficulty. In seventeen 
states the association laws were alike for both 
sexes. No matter if for the most part they 
were the less important states, at least a begin- 
ning could be made. The free city of Hamburg 
became the headquarters of the new association, 
which came into being on January 1, 1902, with 
Anita Auspurg, Lida Gustava Heymann, 
Charlotte Engel Reimers, Minna Cauer, Adel- 
heid v. Welczeck and Dr. Kathe Schirmacher 
as the first committee. The society being duly 
founded it became possible not only to send a 
delegate to Washington but even to invite the 
international suffragists to Berlin two years 
later. .

In the intervening eight years events have 
moved fast. In 1908 the Association laws were 
reformed, and no external hindrances now 
stood in the path of progress. Women's suffrage 
gradually won acknowledgment in all domains of 
the women's movement in Germany and is 
forcing the recognition of serious politicians. 
German suffragists look forward hopefully to the 
next decade.

Women Workers at Reading 
[Biscuit Factory.

A magnificent demonstration was held in the 
Town Hall, Reading, last Thursday evening, 
when about 2,000 were present, to protest against 

the action of Messrs. Huntley and Palmers’ in 
dismissing a number of women and men who had 
joined their respective Trade Unions. The 
principal speakers were: The Rev. R. H. Hart-
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Davis in the Chair, Mrs. Despard, the Countess 
of Warwick, Mrs. Annie Lowin (of the National 
Federation of Women Workers), Mr. Ben Tillett, 
and Mr. Victor Grayson. The discharged 
employees were on the platform, and during the 
evening the girls made collections amounting to 
£9. Mrs. Despard spoke with great eloquence 
on behalf of the women, dealing with their bad 
conditions and low wages. She urged, too, the 
necessity of combining in Trades Unions and 
working for women’s emancipation politically 
and industrially. The following resolution was 
put to the meeting:—

" That this meeting of Reading citizens is of opinion 
that the recent discharges at Huntley and Palmers' 
are an unwarrantable interference with the right of 
combination, and demands that the firm receive the 
deputation asked for by the officials of the unions 
involved with a view to the reinstatement of the men 
and women.'

This resolution was carried unanimously 
amidst great enthusiasm.

A great overflow meeting was held simultane
ously in the Market Place, some 1,500 workers 
and sympathisers being present, listening eagerly 
to Mr. Victor Grayson, and carrying the same 
resolution with absolute unanimity.

The rates of wages for female labour are lower 
at Huntley and Palmers than those paid in other 
parts of the country for similar work, ranging 
from 4s. 6d. a week to a maximum of 13s., the 
average being about 7s. 6d.

The revelations which have been made during 
the present agitation are giving a , decided 
impetus to the local women’s suffrage movement, 
and suffragists are expressing great and practi
cal sympathy with the discharged workers.

Some Humours of an Anti-Suffrage 
Meeting.

“In my opinion the Resolution is carried.” 
was the cautious statement of the Chairman at 
the Anti-Suffrage meeting held recently in 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Suffragists, being of an 
inquiring and exact turn of mind asked for a 
count, which was not granted. It was quite 
evident to many who were present that a count 
would be unfavourable to the cause for which 
the promotion of the meeting was arranged. 
But still more unfavourable to their cause were 
the denial of a count and the arrangements made 
by the Anti-Suffragists to protect themselves 
against the imagined attacks of Suffragists. 
Numbers of police were present and their 
services in addition to the remonstrance of the 
Chairman were required to keep within bounds 
a band of young men who were acting as 
stewards, who had undergone special training to 
eject people with as much pain and as little 
permanent injury as possible. These were eager 
to practice their art where no provocation had 
been given. “You keep your hands off, he has 
as much right to speak as you have," thus was 
a constable heard defending 
had asked a question. So 
"Antis" to claim martyrdom 
the militants that one lady 
afterwards declared confidently 

a suffragist who 
eager were the 
at the hands of 
on the platform 
that she had dis-

covered the intention of a wicked suffragist in 
the front rows to hurl a bottle of marking ink 
at the speakers, and that the intention was only 
abandoned under the severe gaze of the intrepid 
“Anti.” After inquiry it was found that a 
well-known member of the Newcastle Branch 
of the N.U.W.S.S. had with her spectacle 
case and a red - covered notebook in her 
hand made a signal to another Suffragist 
whose enthusiasm, it 
outrun her discretion; 

was feared, might 
this was the bottle

of marking ink which excited the lady’s vivid 
imagination.

Question-time was very disappointing for
those who had come to the meeting in all 
seriousness, desiring to elicit the views of the 
speakers. A very small proportion of questions 
were answered, the Chairman excused himself 
and the speakers by saying that many were 
obviously intended in a jesting spirit, but the 
following is typical of many others whch were 
certainly not so intended by those asking them: 
“Has Mrs. Ward really thought whether many 
of the subjects discussed in Parliament, such as 
the education and care of young children and 
the protection of infant lift, etc., are subjects 
on which women are naturally and irremedially 
ignorant ? " To this and many other serious 
qestions no reply was forthcoming and Suffragists 
went home convinced that the meeting had 
materially assisted their cause in Newcastle.

Mary Busy.

Thinking Women all
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Letters to the Editor
Correspondents are r equested to send their 

names and addresses^ not necessarily for publica
tion, but as a guarantee of good faith. The 
Editor is not responsible for any statement made 
in the correspondence column.

Correspondents are requested to write ON ONE 
SIDE OF THE PAPER ONLY.

‘ECONOMIC POSITION OF MARRIED WOMEN.
I was aware that my article upon the above subject 

would probably excite controversy, and that it might 
be impossible for me to reply satisfactorily to my 
critics without trespassing unfairly on your space. An 
organ devoted to Women’s Suffrage is clearly not the 
right arena for a prolonged economic discussion. It 
may then be asked : Why did I attempt to introduce 
this vexed topic into the COMMON Cause at all ? I 
did so because I hoped that my article might at least 
be the means of showing to those who are continually 
upholding on suffrage platforms the doctrine of equal 
wages for equal work between men and women, that 
the subject was a highly difficult and controversial one, 
and that there was another side to it which was upheld 
by some at least of those who claimed to be as ardent 

suffragists and as thorough-going feminists as them- 
selves. I think it is sometimes forgotten that the 
National Union is pledged to work for Women’s Suffrage

THE LAST WORD
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Flannels, Laces, Silks, and Fine 

Fabrics.
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Shop, 54, Long Row, Nottingham. Send for 
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only, and that those who speak in the name of the union 
and from its platforms have no right to expound their 
own particular views upon industrial or political topics 
and to advocate their favourite remedies as though 
they were part of a creed universally held by suffragists. 
I have frequently sat upon suffrage platforms while 
speakers complacently expounded theories upon the 
wages question which seemed to me economically 
unsound and fallacious, and advocated crude and ill- 
thought-out remedies for social evils. Of course, I 
may have been wrong and the speakers right, and, of 
course, too, it is impossible to speak much upon Women’s 
Suffrage without giving illustrations of the injustices 
under which women at present suffer and of the ways 
in which their position might be improved by the 
vote. But I think that speakers should take care that 
whenever they touch upon a controversial topic, they 
should guard themselves by explaining that the members 
of the National Union are drawn from all parties and 
hold divers views upon many political and social sub- 
jects, and that, therefore, the particular view which 
the speaker is advocating must not be taken to be that 
of the union as a whole. The special points raised by 
my critics would take too long to discuss here. Perhaps 
I may be allowed to refer those who care to see the 
position I take up discussed in more detail to a pamphlet 
which I hope to issue within a few weeks, entitled 
“ The Problem of Women’s Wages.” Meantime, I 
must content myself with saying that I don’t think . 
my critics have in any way met my main contention, 
viz., that so long as the maintenance of the mothers 
and children of the nation has, in the normal family, 
to be met out of the wages of the male parent, it is not 
only inevitable, but it is right and fair that he should 
receive a wage based upon the requirements of a family 
and not upon those of an individual, and that the claim 
of the wife for a share in this larger wage, which her 
husband receives upon the hypothesis of her existence, 
ought to be more adequately recognised by the English 
law than it is at present. I hope you will allow file space 
in a future number of The Common Cause to expound 
further this latter thesis, which will not, I believe 
excite the opposition of any section of suffragists.—-

ELEANOR F. Rathbone.

A HARD CASE.
It occured to me that on© of your supporters 

might take up the following case of unfair treat
ment meted out to an old female servant of a 
government department.

The facts, stated briefly, are as follows :
Various governments departments (India Dept, 

in this case) employ men and women to super- 
vise and check work of contractors, generally 
on the premises of the contractor. Formerly 
these employees were not “on the staff» but 
recently the men were put on, securing thereby 
certain improvements, pension, etc., but not the 
women and girls. Now for some reason, the 
head of the departments are busy pushing off 
the old hands, and the following example will 
show what is happening.

Miss B.," a forewoman, aged 58—who has 
served the government for 40 years as a “teller » 
was sent off at a week's notice and rewarded 
with compensation in a lump sum equal to the 
year’s full pay and nine months reduced pay. 
With care this will keep her for about two years, 
she has no money saved, her wages having been 
only, about 22s. per week. I suggest that a 
pension of about 15s. per week should be the 
least that the Department could do for this old 
lady who cannot begin work again at her age.—
Yours faithfully, 0. W. Pratt.

fl.04, Blythswood Road, Goodmayes, Essex, 
January 12.

THE LAW AS IT IS ADMINISTERED 
TO WOMEN.

A correspondent has kindly sent us some further 
details about this case, mentioned in our last issue, 
which throw a slightly different light on some of 
the facts and on theCoroner's remarks. Our com- 
ment was based on the report in the daily papers, 
and we are grateful for fuller information.— EDITOR.

Reviews.
NEW TRACTS FOR THE TIMES. 

THE DECLINING BIRTH RATE. 
By A. NEWSHOLME, M.D., M.R.C.S., Price 6d.

This little book gives us a plain statement of 
facts, interspersed with tabulated statistics con- 
cerning the birth-rate in different places, where 
such are available. Statistics are known to be 
misleading, and Dr. Newsholme does well to 
explain exactly how much they mean. After 
examining carefully all evidence, he comes to the 
conclusion that the decrease in the birth-rate, the 
desirability of which is a matter of controversy, 
is volitional. He deprecates the state of affairs, 
but he does not moralise much about it. He is 
wise. The ethics of motherhood can hardly be 
satisfactorily evolved except by mothers.

Judging by the statistics given, the question 
of how to produce a healthy nation seems to 
have been best solved by New Zealand and 
Australia under a regime of Women's Suffrage.

L. F. Waring.

Forthcoming Meetings.
ARRANGED BY THE NATIONAL UNION.

(The meetings are given only a fortnight in 
advance.)

JANUARY 18.
Leicester—'Victoria Hall, Granby Street—Suffrage

Plays acted by local suffragists Evening.
Acle—Parish Room—Dr. Mary Bell, Miss E. Ward 7.30
Altrincham—Y.W.C.A.—Mrs. Graham Nairne (C. and

U.W.F.A.), Miss Manning, B.A. 3.30
Marple—Girls' Institute—" The Position of Women 

in Industrial Life "—Mrs. Muter
Wilson, Mrs. Ashwell Cooke (chair). 8.0

JANUARY 19.
Maidenhead—Mrs. Olderstear's Drawing-room Meet- 

ing—Miss K. D. Courtney, Mrs. Robie 
Uniacke (chair). 3.0

Birmingham—10, Easy Row—Franchise Club. . 5.30
Frindsbury—Yorke House—Mrs. Horsnaill's drawing- 

‘ room meeting—Miss Dutton. 3.30

UA--. =- ar.
Ecoles—St. Andrew’s School, Monton—Miss Thirza 

Potts, M. A. 8.0
Manchester—Co-operative Hall, Droylsden—Coun- 

cillor Margaret Ashton, M.A., Miss 
Margaret Robertson, B.A., Councillor 
Mall alien (chair). 8.0 *

Woburn Sands—Public Hall—Mrs. Rackham. 8.0
Farnham—The Institute, South Street—Special 

General Meeting, 4.30—Address by Mr. 
Wm. Mirrlees. . 50

Newcastle-on-Tyne—27, Ridley Place—Suffrage Choir 
Practice, conducted by Mrs. Bellas 
Simpson. . , 8.0

Woburn Sands—Institute—Debate—Mrs. Rackham 
v. A. Maconackie, Esq., T. H. Renton, 

' Esq. (chair).
Rochester—Castle H&U—Miss Dutton.

JANUARY 23. • • ... —Norwich—Municipal Secondary School—Miss 18 
-meeting for teachers—Miss Eva Ward- 0.0

Nuneaton — Congregational Lecture Hall — Mrs. 
Michael Sadler, Mrs. Annot Robinson 
(I.L.P.), W. E. Johnson, Esq., M.P. 
(chair).Ecoles—Town Hall—Dramatio Entertainment. -9

Berka—Bracknell—Miss K. D. Courtney, J. Cameron 
Grant, Esq., Mrs. Robie, Uniacke

‘(chair). . * —
Purley—Armside, Bussell Hill —Mrs. Mullinsa 

drawing-room meeting — Miss A. 
Miller. . Afternoon.

Norwich—Women’s Adult School, Ber Street Miss 
E. Wards.

JANUARY 24. ■ _ ,
Bath—Post Office Chambers, Northgate street— 

" Josephine Butler and her Work "— 
Miss Tanner. ’ ■

Bournemouth—Assembly Rooms, The Avenue— At 
Home.''

Portsmouth—St. Mary's School—Miss Hattvill. a.
Worthing—31, Warwick Street—Miss Bowen a At 

Home” — "Poor-law Work’ — Mrs. 
Whyte .

York—Mrs. Falconer's drawing-room meeting—Mrs.
Davies, Mrs. Meyer

Manchester—The Gaskell Hall, Longsight.Miss 
Ashton, Miss Robertson, Dr. Vipon 
Brown (chair).

Norwich—Mrs. Arthur Howlett’s drawing-room meet
ing—Miss Eva Ward, Miss Sheard.

Hull—17, Jameson Street—Annual Meeting.
Peterborough—The Deanery—Mrs. Page's drawing- 

room meeting—Mrs. Renton.
Leigh—Church Institute—Debate.

JANUARY 25. . ..
Rochdale—Masonic Rooms, Ann Street—Social 

gathering— Mrs. Chew.
Great Missenden—The Schools—Lady Aberoonway, 

Miss Murial Matters. 
Kuntsford—King's Coffee House—"At Home " and 

display of bazaar goods—Speaker, Miss 
Manning.

5.0

4-6

4.0

3.0

8.0

3.30
8.0

3.0
8.0

7.30

8.0

7.30
JANUARY 26. ' m .. — .Goole — MM Institute — Councillor Margaret 

Ashton, M.A., Dr. Mary Murdoch . 
(chair). , - Evening.

Brighton—The Dome—Mrs. Fawcett, Lord Robert 
Cecil, Hon. Gordon, M.P.—Lord Aber- 
conway (chair). —

Exeter—Barnfield Hall—Lady Willoughby de Broke, 
Rev. O. Hinsclif—Sir Robert Newman, 

8.15

Bart, (chair). . ,. .
Norwich—Theatre Plain—Miss Wise's meeting for 

nurses—Miss E. Ward—Dr. Mary Be— 
(chair). , 

Croydon—Miss Crickmay's drawing-room meeting— 
Rey. H. E. Oliver, M.A.

8.0

JANUARY 29. ,".
Newcastle-on-Tyne—27, Ridley Place—Suffrage Choir 

* Practice, conducted by Mrs. Bellas 
Simpson. :

Norwich—Assembly Room—Agricultural Hall MrS. 
Fawcett, Mrs. Rackham, H. N. Brails- 
ford, Esq., Mrs. Stuart (chair).

Eastbourne—Saffrons Rooms—Annual Meeting—Mre. 
F. T. Swanwick, M.A., Miss Gregg, 
B.A.

Sutton Coldfield—Reading Room of Council House 
—Annual Meeting, 7.30. Public Meet- 
ing—Miss O. Corbett, B.A., J. Ansell, 
Esq.,- J.P.—Miss Earl (chair).

JANUARY 30. _. ), .
Solihull—Sutton Lodge—Mr3. Herbert Wright a Ab 

Home ”—To meet Lady Willoughby de 
Broke and Miss C." Corbett, B.A.

Hockley Heath—The Institute—Lady Willoughby de 
Broke, Miss 0. Corbett, B.A., Rev. 
W. Az Newman Hall (ehair).

Birmingham—Town Hall—Philip Snowden, Esq., 
M.P., the very Rev. W. Moore Ede 
(Dean of Worcester), Lyon Blease, 
Esq., Mrs. F. T. Swanwick (chair). 
Tickets 2s. 6d., 1s. and 6d. and free.

4.30

8.0

8.0

8.0

3.0

8.0

3.15

8.0

8.0

Cheltenham—Town Hall—Mrs. Philip Snowden, Mr. 
Glyn-Jones, M.P., Sir John Cockburn 
(chair).

JANUARY 31.
Lapworth-The Terets-Mrs. Clutterback’s drawing, 

room meeting—Mrs. Michael Sadler, 
. Miss Cecily Corbett, B.A., Rev. Ingham 

Brooke (chair).
Shirley—The Institute—Mrs. Michael Sadler, Miss 

C. Corbett, B.A., Rev. Ingram Brooke (chair).
Bath—Post Office Chambers, Northgate Street— 

“The Awakening cf Women "Mrs. 
Sennington.

Worthing—31, Warwick Street—“At Homeo_ Hostess, Miss Whiteley—“Friendly 
Societies Work”—Mrs. Vine

Portsmouth—Francis Avenue School Mr I 
Morris, J.P. ndi

Hull—Lecture Hall, Kingston Square—Dramatic 
Performance

New Mills (Derbyshire)—Town Hall—Miss’ M 
Robertson, Lady Cotton-Jodrell 
(chair).

Bournemouth—Assembly Rooms, The Avenue" "At 
« Home."

Colwyn Bay—Church Room—Plays, “ A Cranford
- .Tea-party," “ Alice in Ganderland.” 
Bradford—Saloon, . Mechanics’ Institute_ Mrs. F. 

T. Swanwick, Mrs. Despard F w 
Jowett, Esq., M.P. (chair).

LONDON.JANUARY 18.
North

West

East

Hackney Mr. F. G. Smith’s drawing-room 
meeting—Mrs. Thomson, Miss Eve 
(chair).

Southwark—166, Scovell Road—Junior 
‘ beral Association—Debate—Miss 

Fielden v. Miss G. Pott. 
Molesey—Conservative Hall—Meeting for 

for working women.JANUARY 19. . o
Balham—Bell Commercial Hotel, Upper Tootin, 

—Road, S.W.—Working Women’s Meet. 
H -tine—MissEmily Hill, P.L.G., Miss 
— olborn (chair).JANUARY 20.•

Ealing—Royal Abbey Laundry, Chiswick Road—
JANUARY" ymmage ' Sale. - - Afternoon

Bermondsey—Settlement, Farncombe Street—Miss 
— Marjory Goddard. JANUARY 24.

South Kensington—Mrs. Brinton’s drawing-room 
JANUARY mting—Miss £ D. Courtney.

Muswell Hill—Mrs. Sanders’s drawing-room meet.
. Ing . •

North Hackney—Miss Richards’s social evening 
Miss J. H. Thomson, B.A., T * 
Carpnter, Esa.JANUARY 27. . ,

Richmond— Surrey demonstration—Procession ana 
meeting—Meeting in Theatre—The 

- Lady Frances Balfour, Mrs. Fawcett.

Evening

• Mrs. Philip Snowden, Sir. J. Cock’ 
JANUARYEsn, K-C.M.G. the Mayor (chair).

Chiswick—St. Michael’s and All Angels’ Parish 
all— Women under the Law

Cecil Chapman, Esq., Rev. J.
. Cartmel Robinson (chair).

JANUARY 18. . SCOTLAND.
Edinburgh—Mrs.Cumming Craig’s drawing-room 

meeting—The Lady Frances Balfour, 
_ , Miss Alice Low. 
Broxburn—Institute—Miss 

_ Elsie Inglis
" JANUARY 19.

Lisa M. Gordon, Dr.

Glasgow—Office, *20S. Hope Street—White Slave 
... , Traffic —Mrs. Frame.
Edinburgh—40 ’Shandwiok Place—Meeting for 

TANUARYCbildn—Magio. lantern.

Evening

Traffic”—Mrs. 4.0

Edinburgh—Mrs. Inglis Clark’s drawing-room
—. i meeting—The Lady Frances BalfourHaddington—Gardner’s Hall—Miss Kirby.
Edinburgh—Abbey ■ Church Hall—Miss C M 

Gordon, Dr. B. Inglis, Wm. Lawson, Esq. ’
JANUARY 23.

Edinburgh Mrs." Hagh Rose’s drawing-room 
——meeting— The Lady Frances Balfour —ATUAII 25.

Bosuess—Auditorium. Hall—Miss O.
-1. _ Miss Lisa M. Gordon.
JANUARY 26.

Macmillan, 
Evening

entertain-
Inglis, O.

Peebles—Parish Church Hall—Variety 
ment—Speakers, Dr. E. 
Robertson, Esq.

Inverness—" St. • Margaret’s —Five 
speeches on “ Laws

. - amended." Evening
Glasgow— Office, 202, Hope Street—Miss Stewart’s 

" At Home.”

8.0 
minutes

I wish

4.0

The superior advantages to comfort, 
health, and security at home or 
when travelling, make

Southalls’ Towels 
indispensable to every woman. Endorsed by highest 
medical authorities as a real safeguard to health. 
Southalls’Towels cost less than washing and are obtainable of all 

Drapers, Chemists, etc., in packets of one dozen at 6d., 1/-, 1/6 & 2/-. A FREE SAMPLE for personal test may be obtained from 
the Lady Manager, 17, Bull Street, Birmingham.

8.0

3.0

8.0

5.0

4.30

MEETINGS ADDRESSED BY MEMBERS OF THE 
’ UNION.

JANUARY 21. 4
Leeds—Hunslet Unitarian Adult School, Joseph

JANUARY SEset—MISs I. ° Ford 2.15
Leeds—Co-operative Society, Albion Street_

Ruskin College Education League—
, Miss I. O. Ford 8.0

Birmingham—Ladywood—Men’s Liberal Associa-
— tion—Mrs. ‘ Osler. - 8 0
London—Marylebone W.L.A.—Mrs. Rackham 8.0
Norwich—St. Mary’s—Debate—Miss Eva Ward 8 0 JANUARY 26.
Sale—Liberal Club, School Road—League of 

Young Liberals—Miss M. Robertson 8.0

8.0 MAKE YOUR OWN
DRESSES ! !

Gowns for all occasions can 
easily be made up by using 
PARIS FASHIONS* Special
French Cut Paper or Muslin 
Patterns.
. Every pattern is executed specially 
in Paris by clever and experienced 
cutters so that clients mav feel certain 
of the great advantage they will de
rive by placing their orders with us.
SEND AT ONCE FOR OUR 
SELF-MEASUREMENT FORM. 
Price List and Specimen Copy 
of our well-known Weekly 
Journal PARIS FASHIONS 

sent post paid.

Paris Fashions and 
international Fashions 
Publishing Co., Ltd.,

351 , Oxford Street,
London, W.

7.30

7.45

7.30

8.0

3.30

8.30

3.0

3.0

9.0 F P puta (6 doors west of Bond Street.)

3.30

7.45

4.0

HAIR.
Colour Restored to its perfectly 

natural colour by the use of

COURTICE’S EXTRACT
OF NUT GALLS.

4.0

Invaluable to ladies for their hair, as it restores the 
colour close to the skin in a few hours. Unequalled for 
whiskers and moustaches; feeds the roots. Inexpensive, 
harmless and unchangeab e. Post free. United Kingdom, 2/9, 3/9, 5/3. 10/6, 21/-; sample. 1/3. Established 52 years.

Medical Certificate with each bottle.

3.0

4.0

FUSTY and fading hair checked at once by using 
COURTICE’S C ALIMIANTHIST. Known to be abso- 
lutely reliable. Almost colourless. Nature’s true restorer 
for hair of any shade from golden to jet black. Not a 
dye. not a stain. Free from poison and any injurious 
ingredient. Does not soil linen or the skin, and warranted 
harmless. Post free, 2/3, 3/9, 5/3. 6/9. Enormous saving 
by buying the 6/9 size, contains nearly 6 times the quantity 

of that in 2/3 bot les.

3.30
8.0

8.0

HAIR FALLING OUT STOPPED in a week by the use 
of COURTICE’S HAIR STIMULANT (Eau Tonique). 
Quite harmless. Its use cannot be detected. Post 

free, 2/9, 5/4.

4.15

Invaluable for'improving growth of hair, and preventing 
hair falling out from the roots.

COURTICE’S QUININE, GLYCERINE, AND CAN- 
THARIDES. A Scientifically prepared and positive Hair 
Grower. Checks Decay. Imitated by many but equalled 

by none. 2/6, 5/-, and 10/6.

FREEMAN & Co.,
20, Mimosa St., Fulham, London, S.W.

PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS.
Not exceeding 10 words: 1 insertion, Qd. 2 insertions, 

1s. 3d. 3 insertions, 1s. 6d. 6 insertions, 2s. 9d. 13 
insertions, 5s. 6d. Every additional ten words, 6d. extra 
per insertion. All payments for Advertisements should be 
made to the Manager, 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

SUFFRAGE NOTICES.
ISS MARY WESTALL, N.U.W.S.S., . accepts 

engagements to give humorous anti-suffrage 
speech. For terms apply, 69, Hamilton Road, Golders 
Green, N.W.

RS. HICKS, B.A., is open for speaking engage
ments. Particulars Illa, Whiteladies Road, 

Bristol.

RS. MERIVALE MAYER at liberty.—Address 
24, Queensberry Place, South Kensington.

The surrey, Sussex, HANTS federation 
invites organisers who will take short engage- 

ments to communicate with Miss M. O’Shea, Cosham, 
Hants.

EDUCATIONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL.

Lady, experienced in teaching backward of difficult 
pupils, in town, wants morning engagement.— 

1047, Common CAUSE Office.

MARY MCLACHLAN, Typist, 4, Chapel Walk, 
Manchester.

GENERAL.
ECHSTEIN UPRIGHT GRAND PIANO.— 

Great bargain.—11, Parkhurst Road, Holloway.

Boneless CORSETS, unbreakable. Illustrated 
List Free.—Knitted Corset Company, Nottingham.

OR A*CH ARITY.—Bead Chains, Suffrage colours, 
3s. 6d., 2s. 6d., also all kinds Bead Articles sent 

Suffrage Sales on commission.—Mrs. Porter, The 
Avenue, Fleet.

LADIES’, GENT.’S and CHILDREN’S Cast-off 
Clothing, Boots, etc.,, wanted to buy. Best 

prices given. Parcels sent will be valued and cheques 
sent per return;—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby Street, 
Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

OLD FALSE TEETH.—We give highest possible 
prices for above.. Offers made; if Unacceptable, 

teeth returned. Dealers in old Gold and Silver in any 
form. Bankers’ references. Straightforward dealing. 
—Woolfall and Company, Southport.

SALE.—Irish Linen Cream Damask Breakfast Cloth, 
ornamental design, shamrock centre, borders 

matching, 42 inches square, 1s. Postage 3d. extra. 
Patterns, sale catalogue free. Write to-day.—Hutton’s, 

159, Larne, Ireland.

WHERE TO LIVE.

COUNTRY NURSING AND CONVALESCENT
HOMES. Penn’s Lane, Erdington, near Bir- 

mingham. For Paying Patients. (Under the dis
tinguished patronage of the Countess of Bradford.) 
Medical, Surgical, Massage. Permanent Patients 
received in Homes. (Care of one delicate child.) Fully 
certificated. Hospital-trained Nurses sent out on 
application.—Miss C. Fallows, Matron. Telephone : 
117 Erdington. Telegrams: " Nursing, Erdington.”

4
URNISHED, Two Rooms. Call before 2 o’clock.—

131, Abbey Road, Hampstead.

HOSTEL for LADIES.—Central. Highly recom
mended. — Miss Sullivan, 50, Osnaburgh Street, 

Portland Road Station, W. Terms moderate.______

ADY, VEGETARIAN, wishes to meet with another 
to share home and expenses. Bracing Leeds 

suburb. Car within five minutes. 1027, COMMON CAUSE 
Office.

ADY WILL RECEIVE another, worker preferred, 
in her very central flat. 2 guineas, or by 

arrangement. " Comfort,” COMMON CAUSE Office.

Suffragist WISHES to meet with lady to 
share her rooms for two or three months. ' Close 

to Metropolitan and Tube. Very quiet bed-sitting-room.
—Miss Aldis, 164, Notting Hill Gate. . _

VEGETARIAN BOARD-RESIDENCE, temporary 
or permanent. Home-like. Ladies and Gentle 

men. Convenient situation. Room and Breakfas 
from 3s. per day.—Madame Veigel6, 63 and 65, Hereford 
Road, Bayswater, W.

QA REDCLIFFE GARDENS, London, S.W;
O1, Ladies only. Terms from 25s.
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London Society for Women’s Suffrage.
GREAT SURREY DEMONSTRATION.

PROCESSION (VAL.25) THROUGH RICHMOND,
SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN. 27th, 

to claim

Women's Suffrage in 1 912.

MASS MEETING in RICHMOND THEATRE.
Chairman:

THE MAYOR OF RICHMOND.
Speakers :

THE LADY FRANCES BALFOUR,
MRS. HENRY FAWCETT, LL.D.

MR. PHILIP SNOWDEN,
HON. SIR JOHN COCKBURN, K.C.MG.

Arena reserved Free for Processionists. Tickets (numbered and reserved) 
2s. 6d., (reserved) 1s. and 6d., and all information from Miss Mildred 
Watson (Organising Secretary), 156, Westbourne Terrace. W., and Mrs. 
Bailey, (Hon. Sec. Richmond Branch L.S.W.S.), 16, Marlborough Road, 

Richmond.

ASSEMBLE RICHMOND GREEN 1.30 p.m. Man and Women 
urged to join.

DRAMATIC ENTERTAINMENT
consisting of two plays:

“THE LADY GERALDINE’S SPEECH” (Beatrice Harraden), 
and

" THE LADIES* BATTLE” (MM. Scribe and Legoure), 
will be given in aid of the Eccles Society, on Tuesday, Jan. 23rd, at 7.30 p.m.

TOWN HALL, ECCLES.
Tickets 2/6. 1/-, and 6d.

Slightly Soiled.
12 Copies only of Volume II.

Bound in the colours, Red, 
White, and Green.

Price reduced to 5 s. each.

Office of "THE COMMON CAUSE," 
2, ROBERT STREET, ADELPHI, W.C.

Deansgate Temperance Hotel,
LARGEST and BES t in the town. 

• Most centrally situated.
Manchester and Salford Cars to all parts pass close to the Hotel. 

PASSENGER LIFT. TWO NIGHT PORTERS. 
Re-decorated and re-furnished. 

National Telephone 5538 & 5539 City, Manchester.
STANLEY D. GORDON, Manager.

Manchester & District
FEDERATION.

A GREAT 

WOMEN'S SUFFRAGE 
BAZAAR

WILL BE HELD IN THE 

Midland Hall, Manchester,
O N

February 8th, 9th and 10th, 1912.
to be opened

On the FIRST DAY at 12.30 by the RT. HON.

TheVISCOUNTESS CASTLEREAGH.
CHAIRMAN :

Councillor MARGARET ASHTON, M.A.

ON THE SECOND DAY AT 12.30 BY

The LADY FRANCES BALFOUR.
CHAIRMAN X

Sir GEORGE KEMP, M.P.
ON THE THIRD DAY AT 12 NOON BY 

LORD EMMOTT,
CHAIRMAN :

Sir WILLIAM BAILEY, F.R.G.S.
HERR DRESSHER’S

VIENNESE ORCHESTRA.
EXCELLENT ENTERTAINMENTS.

Catering by the Midland Hotels, Limited.

PRICES OF ADMISSION.
Opening until 4.30, Thursday and Friday, 2s. 6d. 

Until 2 on Saturday, 2s. 6d., afterwards 1s.
Season Tickets, 3s. 6d. Children half-price.

W1AM1 to be open until 10 p.m. each day.

Any offers of help prill be gratefully received by the Hon. 
Secretary, the Lady Beatrice Kemp, 85, Deansgate Arcade, 

Manchester.

NEAR THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

KINGSLEY HOTEL
HART STREET, BLOOMSBURY SQUARE, 

LONDON.

4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4
4

Well-appointed and commodious TEMPERANCE HOTEL, offering 
all the conveniences and advantages of the larger modern Licensed 
Hotels at moderate charges

Telegraphic Address:—“ BOOKCRAFT, LONDON?’

Lounges and Spacious Dining, Drawing, 
Writing, Reading, Billiard, and 

Smoking Rooms.
Bathrooms on every Floor.

Perfect Sanitation. Passenger Lifts.
Floors Fireproof Throughout.

Night Porters. Telephone.

BEDROOM, ATTENDANCE, AND TABLE
D’HOTE BREAKFAST, SINGLE, 

from 5/6 to 7/6.
TABLE D'HOTE DINNER, six courses, 3/~

Full Tariff and Testimonials on application

Printed by ODRAMS LIMITED, 93-4, Long Acre, London, W.O., for the Proprietors, The Common Cause Publishing Co., Ltd., and Published at 2, Robert Street. 
Adelphi, W.O. Mant^ieiter: John Heywood; Abel Heywood and Son; W. H. Smith and Son. N^wctuUe-on-Tynt: W. H. Smith and Son.

Sdinbwgh and Glasgo-w: J. Menzies and Co. Dublin and Belfast: Eason and Son.


