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THE PARLIAMENT AND REGISTRATION BILL.
Suffragists’ Message to the Prime Minister.

The voice of Suffragists has sounded. The following letter, signed by many suffrage organ- 
isations, has been dispatched to the Prime Minister: —-

To the Rt. Hon. H. H. Asquith, M.P.
DEAR Sir,—The statements which have appeared 

in the Press with regard to the Parliament and 
Registration Bill, taken in conjunction with Lord 
Lansdowne’s announcement in the House of Lords, 
on November 4, of a Government measure to revise 
the electoral register, give suffragists grave reason 
for apprehension as to the intention of the Govern
ment so to deal with the franchise as to bring in 
large numbers of new male electors- We, the sig
natories of this letter, representing large bodies of 
suffragists, feel that any attempt to touch the fran
chise for men without granting the franchise to 
women would be a dishonour to men as well as an 
injustice to women, and would create a grave situa- 
tion. We therefore beg for a definite assurance 
from you, as the head of his Majesty’s Government, 
that, if such a measure is drafted, women, whose 
claim to enfranchisement has been, not lessened, 
but intensified by the war and all that it entails of 
suffering and service, shall be included in its provi- 
sions on equal terms with men.

We approach you in this way, being fully aware 
of the great pressure upon your time. But, failing 
a definite and satisfactory assurance from you upon
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the grave matter in question, we should feel obliged 
to ask you to be good enough to receive a deputa
tion on the subject from representatives of our 
organisations, or to depute a Member of the Cabinet 
to receive us on your behalf.—We are, yours faith- 
fully,

C. Despard, Women’s Freedom League.
B. AYTON Gould, United Suffragists.
E. SYLVIA Pankhurst, East London Federation 

of Suffragettes.
JANE STRICKLAND, Free Church League for 

Woman Suffrage. '
Edith R. MANSELL-MOULLIN, Forward Cymric 

Union. ‘ ■r —)i
M. ARNCLIEFE-SENNETT, Northern Men’s Fede

ration for Woman Suffrage. -
B. Gadsby, Catholic Woman’s Suffrage Society. 
SUSAN A. VILLIERS, Church League for Woman

Sufrage. - -
J. Beanland, Manchester Men’s League for 

Woman Suffrage.
ANNA M. Haslam, Irish Women’s Suffrage and 

Local Government Association.
Esther G. ROPER, National Industrial and 

Profesional Women’s Suffrage Society.
THE M.P.’s!

The ominous silence and secrecy in which the new 
plot against the women citizens of the State is being 
hatched is of far more dangerous portent than an 
open campaign, no matter how energetically 
prosecuted. And this silence and secrecy is the 
measure of the unsoundness of the ground on 
which the Government and its parasites in 
Parliament. stand. They are perfectly aware of the 
unconstitutional nature of the course they are evi

dently contemplating. They, who have thundered 
forth the iniquity of passing a measure of Women’s 
Suffrage without a " mandate ” from the country— 
in spite of the country having returned more than 
400 openly avowed women suffragists at two or more 
genereal elections!—now smile on the proposal to 
alter the basis of qualification for the franchise in 
a way that has never even been discussed between 
them and the majority of their constituents. They,
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who have allowed Women’s Suffrage to be wrecked 
on every manner of Parliamentary obstruction and 
technicality, and on paltry questions of procedure, 
now appear ready to give their benediction to an 
unprecedented outrage on Parliamentary custom— 
the inclusion of an alteration of the franchise in a 
bill of odds and ends, not specifically intended to 
provide representation for the people. And they 
have taken advantage of the national crisis, when 
the nation is not allowed to express its will, to let 
fly this extraordinary boomerang, which is designed 
to benefit all its backers and, like the original Re- 
form Bill, to “ give everybody everything’’—ex
cept women. Women must still stand without and 
wait. Their patriotism is being exploited to in
duce them to remain silent under this last and 
worst insult, and not to “ make trouble.” The 
“trouble,” however, will be ready made; not by 
women, but by the treacherous politicians who are 
so lost to all sense of decency as to think the pre
sent a suitable time to indulge with impunity in 
party tricks and political leger-de-main.

The reckoning of these “ slim ” gentlemen may 
prove to be as unreliable as their principles and 
their pledges. The women’s suffrage societies are 
as watchful as ever; and they have now behind 
them the ever-increasing volume of women-work- 
ers smarting under a constantly growing sense 
of injustice. The “ £1 a day ” wage of Mr. Lloyd 
George, in the munitions factories, has proved to 
be as elusive as a will-o’-the-wisp; the women work
ing for army and navy clothing contracts are fur
ious at their treatment in respect of the new tribu- 
nals; the women civil servants have grievances they, 
never had before; women teachers are seething with 
indignation at the miserable economies in educa
tion: and everywhere, in all classes of women work
ers, there is a new consciousness of strength, a new 
and hitherto unknown sense of power. Their work 
is needed, their co-operation is courted ; the country 
cannot pull through without them.

The example set by the men workers should steady 
all those women workers who may be swayed just 
now by sentimental arguments. The situation 
shows clearly that no gratitude for service rendered 
will prevent politicians cheating and defrauding 
women, so long as they believe women to be docile 
and submissive, and so long as they know them to. 
be at a disadvantage in obtaining employment. 
The cry to-day, however, is for more women; their 
output exceeds the highest computations ; and Mem
bers of Parliament had better beware, lest by their 
machinations, they rouse the new force to use the 
old weapon of the strike.

We of the Women’s Freedom League will leave 
no stone unturned to bring Members of Parliament
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HEADQUARTERS NOTES.
Votes for Women Rally.

We make an urgent and special appeal to our 
members and friends to come to our " Votes for 
Women Rally” at the Bijou Theatre, 3, Bedford- 
street, Strand, Sunday afternoon, December 5. The 
chair will be taken promptly at 4 o’clock, the
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to a sense of the situation as we feel it. In all the 
branches of the League, M.P.s must be attacked, 
by letter, deputation, and, if necessary, protest 
meeting. No Member should be able to come to his 
constituency for so much as a day without being 
asked to receive a deputation of women asking his 
intentions in regard to any alteration of the fran
chise. It is on the goodwill of Members that the 
Government must rely; if they can be roused, by 
smooth means or rough, to a knowledge of what 
their action means, the situation may yet

C. NINA
Voices from the North.

The Northern Men’s Federation for 

be saved. 
BoYLE.

Women’s
Suffrage passed the following resolutions at their 
meeting on November 20:—

In view of the rumours of a new Service Fran
chise Parliamentary Register, and Lord Lans- 
downe's statement in the House of Lords on Nov
ember 4 that “ His Majesty’s Government must be 
assumed to be held responsible, this meeting of 
Northern Men, while cordially agreeing with the 
principle suggested, yet declares—

(1) Its unalterable determination to oppose any 
readjustment or increase of the Parliamentary 
Franchise which does not include equality of 
franchise rights for women.

(2) That women have shown a sufficient sense of 
courage, patriotism and public spirit in the 
area of war, and in the hospitals, homes and 
economic system of the United Kingdom to 
warrant their demands for the vote.

(3) That in view of these considerations and their 
heroic sacrifices in the national crisis the per
petuation of their outlawry is particularly un-. 
generous and unjust.

(4) That a Government that calls upon women to 
subscribe to public loans and public service, 
cannot in justice withhold from them the rights 
that are or should be allied to public service.

(5) That to take advantage of the woman’s truce 
by ignoring their rights while increasing those 
of men is to be a distinct incentive to fresh and 
undesirable agitation.

(6) That the Northern Men’s Federation is not 
prepared to tolerate any more betrayals of the 
Woman’s Suffrage Cause, and call upon the 
Government to incorporate women in the New 
Service Franchise on equal terms with men, 
and thus put an end to the long campaign of 
fifty years delayed justice which has disgraced 
our political sense of honour.

(Signed) W. Bruce Lindsay, J.P., Councillor,
Edinburgh.

JOHN McMichael, J.P., Edingburgh.

speakers being Mr. Laurence Housman, Miss Nina 
Boyle, Mrs. Mustard and Mrs. Tanner, and tea will 
be served in the theatre from 3.15 to 3.50 p.m. Ad- 
mission is free, but tickets for reserved seats can be 
obtained from our Office at Is. each, and there will 
be a special. collection in aid of the funds of the 
Women's Freedom League. We shall want stewards 

for selling literature, The Vote, collecting, etc., 
and shall be pleased to have names of volunteers be
fore Saturday. This meeting should be a great suc- 
cess, and we rely on our readers to join with us in 
making clear to the Government and the public the 
demand of women that no alteration shall be made 
in the franchise laws for men without women com
ing in on equal terms.
our “ Wednesdays.”

Next Wednesday afternoon, December 8. will 
be the lastof the series of our meetings this session
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at St. George’s Vestry, Hart-street, Bloomsbury, 
W.O., and the subject under discussion will be of 
special interest to our readers. Mr. George 
Francis, secretary of The Consumers' Defence 
League, will give an address on “ Food Adultera
tion and Infantile Mortality.” In a little pamph
let which we have seen, Mr. Francis gives some 
startling figures in regard to higher prices of food 
notwithstanding the fact that the imports of provi
sions show a large increase, so we think our readers 
may gain some valuable information if they come 
to.St. George’s Vestry next Wednesday afternoon. 
Miss Nina Boyle will also speak, and the chair will 
be taken at 3.30.
Our Green, White and Gold Fair.

. The Social Committee expresses its warm appre
ciation of the services of all who helped Mrs. Fisher, 
Mrs. Harb ord, Mrs. Pierotti, and Miss White so 
ably with the refreshments, of stall holders, stew
ards, and of the artistes who took part in the de
lightful programme arranged by Mrs. Corner. The 
secretaries of the committee take this opportunity of 
cordially thanking all friends who so kindly sent 
contributions for our stalls and for the refresh- 
ments. Unfortunately, it has been impossible to 
trace all the donors. If any have not received a 
letter of thanks, will they please accept this 
acknowledgment of our indebtedness.
A Christmas Presents Sale.

The Women's Freedom League has accepted the 
invitation of the United Suffragists to take a stall 
at their Christmas Sale, Friday and Saturday, 
December 10 and 11, to be held at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, S.W., from 3 p.m. to 10 p.m. We 
urge our members to support us by coming to this 
sale, where we shall have a good collection of all 
kinds or useful and beautiful articles.

F. A. UNDERWOOD.

AN APPEAL TO ENGLISH HOUSE 
MOTHERS. .

War conditions are forcing us to think. We 
have sat over long quiescent in our houses, much as 
canaries sit in their cages, and have, like them, 
eaten without question the food which has been sup- 
plied to us. The canary is debarred from question
ing the quality of its food; we house mothers are 
not. Yet have we analysed our bread, or sought 
to know what additions of dirt and preservatives are 
mixed with our morning milk ? The very poor have 
to put up with shockingly adulterated food, but 
even the very rich, if they took the trouble to in- 
quire, would find their food was far from pure.

The vendor and the consumer have unfortunately 
opposing interests. The consumer wants pure food 
at a reasonable price; the vendor wants to make 
money out of the consumer, and does not mind 
slowly poisoning him, if thereby his banking ac- 
count is increased. A case in point. An import
ant firm in the south of England lately worked a 
ton of animal fat into the butter they gold, thereby 
making thousands of pounds. The authorities pro- 
secuted, and the firm was fined £90. Will the 
firm be prevented by this mere flea bite of a fine 
from discontinuing their corrupt practices? The 
answer must be left to the reader’s imagination.

The English mother has been either over-trustful 
or very careless about the food she gives her child, 
ren: • Is, she to continue to sacrifice their health so 
that, a handful . of . men may become rich ? The 
whole question lies in the hands of the women who 
are the housekeepers, the food buyers. What can 
they do? We believe there is a remedy. The 
Workers, who earn, say, .about £1 a week have faced 
the situation and formed - co-operative societies, 
wherein the vendor and the consumer are one and 
the same person. These co-operative societies have 
saved their members untold gold, and enabled them 
to supply themselves with as pure food as can be
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In sympathy with the wave of 
economy that is spreading over 
the country, many ladies will 
doubtless prefer to give Christ- 
mas Presents of a practical and 
useful . character. With this 
object in view we have decided 
to offer about 2 500 Knitted 
Coats in real silk, and pure 
cashmere, in various designs, all 
of which are quite fresh and 
perfect in every way, and are 
therefore very suitable for 

Xmas Gifts.

Real Silk Knitted COAT, 
with collar and breast pocket. 
Superior quality yarn, usually 
sold for 52/6, In light saxe, navy, 
tangerine, saxe, pink, biscuit, 
cinnamon, purple, gold, emerald, 
apricot, royal, violet, tomato, 
turquoise, copper, rose. No 

white or black.

obtained. The time has now come for people with 
quite considerable incomes to copy the working man 
Some may feel inclined to join such a co-operative 
movement from philanthrophy, but the majority, 
owing fo high prices and declining income, will be 
drawn into forming such co-operative societies in 
self defence. A Consumers’ League has already 
been formed in London, and the pioneers of the 
movement hope for the support of the public. 
These leagues have been formed with success on the 
Continent and in America. It is felt that, as com
binations of working men can level up bad condi
tions and force up wages, so by combining in con
sumers’ leagues the black coated citizen can check 
adulteration and force prices back to a proper 
level. State legislation cannot easily aid the con- 
sumer; laws against adulteration have sometimes 
actually lowered the standard and quality of many 
household necessities. For instance, butter and 
milk can be diluted with water, so long as they do 
not fall below the meagre standard of legal purity 
and strength.
„Mr. G. W. E. Russell, writing recently in Better 
Business, a quarterly journal, says:—" If we are 
to escape utter wretchedness we must frame some 
kind of policy which will at least eliminate the 
profiteer and abolish every factor in society which 
tends to increase the cost of living. It will every 
year become more imperative to find the most econ- 
omic methods of purchase and distribution, and no 
better method was ever yet devised than the co- 
operative method, where profiteering in distribution 
disappears.”

The Women’s Freedom League will have an 
opportunity, at St. George’s Vestry Hall, Blooms- 
bury,-on Wednesday, afternoon, December 8 of 
listening to Mr. George Francis, the eloquent secre
tary of the National Consumers’ League, and will 
hear facts from him which bring home to women 
the need for their active association in this vital 
national and human service.
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WOMAN’S CHALLENGE.
We note with satisfaction, but without surprise, 

that the Government have decided to postpone the 
introduction of their Registration Bill till the end 
of this week. This innocent little measure was to 
have slipped quietly through a complacent, more 
or less uninterested House; but difficulties have 
loomed ahead, and it has been thought well to give 
further time to its consideration. In the meantime, 
once more, the women of the country throw out 
their challenge.

“ We are here,” they say. " Our eyes are open. 
We know beyond all doubt the value of our work 
to the community; we realise even more than we 
did before the war how heavy is our stake in the 
life and wealth of the country; we are convinced 

■ that we cannot rightly perform the duties thrown 
on us by the urgency of the times without the 
practical recognition of our citizenship. There- 
fore, we will resist to the utmost any attempt to 
change the electoral laws that does not include the 
removal of their greatest anomaly—the denial to 
women of the right to representation.”

Since the times are critical, it may be wise to 
go over some of the old ground; to state clearly 
what are our reasons for this challenge, and why 
we feel it to he of special importance now.

Those are in error who say now ,or who have 
ever said, that we claim citizen rights as a reward 
for service. The truest service claims no reward 
save that of being given opportunity for further 
and larger service. If we look back over our poli
tical history we shall see that the right to Parlia
mentary representation was never won either by 
heroism or valour. It is the crying want, the grow
ing sense of injustice in important classes of the 
community that has forced the dominant classes, 
often reluctantly, to grant a demand for the vote. 
It is precisely the same with us. Our civic dis
abilities cripple us; we are confronted tin every side 
with laws which we had no hand in making; our 
money, our work our children are taken from us 
without our consent; we are aware, moreover, of 

- the fact that while attention is paid to the impera
tive desire—“mandate” they call it—of electors, 

. voteless persons knock in vain at the doors of public 
men. Has not the answer been given to us again 
and again: “We must consult our constituents; 

7 we have no time to attend to you ” ?.
That belongs to the past, we are told, 

not be so in the future. We confess we 
faith in the gratitude of political persons, 
they are praising woman as they are 

It will 
have no 

To-day 
praising

Tommy; but let the politicians think that either 
of these will embarass their Party schemes or eu- 

danger their success at the polls and a different 
tale will be told to the public. Let us then be on 
our guard.

Saturday'sAn enlightening article by A.G.G. in _ 
Daily News, headed “ The War and the Worker,” 
contains the following remarkable words : —

Nor must we forget the enormous factor which the arrival ■ 
of. woman will introduce into the problem of Re-construc- 
Hon. I am not sure that the future will not find in that 
arrival the biggest social and economic result of the war. 
The status of women has changed finally and absolutely, 
and we may, among other things, regard the question of 
the suffrage as settled.

The Nation, under “ Events of the Week,” deals 
with the postponement of the Registration Bill. 
Pleading with Unionists not to hold to the rich 
man’s plurality of vote, when rich and poor are 
meeting death together in the trenches, the writer 
adds:—

But surely it is not too late to come to an honourable 
understanding on the suffrage which (be it well noted) will 
have to include a Women's Enfranchisement Bill.

That some of our clearest thinkers should, in view 
of the coming re-construction, be thinking in this 
direction augurs well; but we draw still greater 
hope from the attitude of women themselves. The 
lever, after all, in every expansion of the electoral 
vote has been discontent, thrusting out into revolt 
amongst an important class or section of the com
munity. Wise men, like the writers we. have 
quoted, are fully conscious of the fact that in the. 
presence of a vast discontented body of workers, 
such social re-construction as we all desire will be 
impossible. They desire, therefore, to take time 
by the forelock and to start fair.

One of the old worn-out arguments has been tri- 
umphantly refuted by late events. Woman, it was 
said, should not have a voice in the counsels of the 
nation because she could not bear arms; and lurid 
pictures were sometimes drawn by our opponents of 
the non-combatant sex, the members of which would 
of- course, so they said, all vote, on one side, and 
make wars which men would have to fight for 
them.

That sort of absurdity has gone for ever. In every 
kind of painful and dangerous business women, 
during the present war, have proved their quality; 
and no one, either man or woman, will dare to say 
that they have not borne their share in the priva- 
tion, the labour, the unspeakable suffering it has 
brought about. We know that Mr. Asquith him- 
self, our arch opponent, confessed the other day 
that a year ago he did not know there were thou
sands of such heroic women as Nurse Edith Cavell. 
Will he remember that when he is asked, either now 
or in the future, to introduce a Women’s Franchise 
Bill ? Possibly; but meanwhile it is our part, while 
throwing out our challenge, to continue watchful; 
Who knows whether, on some side issue, a measure 
which would mean practically Manhood Suffrage 
might not be introduced ? Such a disaster must be 
averted at all-costs.

The Danish women have recently won their free
dom; Holland has now made the question practical 
politics; Norway, which began with a limited 
franchise, has this year expanded it so that it in- 
eludes all women. The temporary set-back in 
America was no defeat. It is well known that to 
effect it money was poured out like water, and all 
the worst elements in the life of the nation were 
brought into play. That, soon, the verdict will be 
reversed, that the strong and good side of American 
life 
ask, 
not

will triumph, we do not doubt. What we do 
what many over there are asking, is: “ Will 
Great Britain take the lead?”

C. DESPARD.

OUR GREEN, WHITE & GOLD FAIR.
Our Green, White and Gold Fair has passed into 

history leaving a very pleasant memory in the minds 
of all who were present at the Caxton Hall on Nov. 
26 and 27 as helpers, entertainers or buyers. An 
important matter still to be completed is the count
ing of results, but it is hoped that a substantial sum 
will be added to the Treasury of the Women’s Free
dom League.

The large Hall presented a gay and attractive ap- 
pearance, ringed round with stalls and decorated 
in our colours. An additional colour scheme was 
provided by the blue hospital suits and red ties of 
the wounded soldiers from King George’s, West- 
minster, and the West London Hospitals, who were 
entertained each day, and whose hearty expressions 
of appreciation and thanks proved their enjoyment 
of the hospitality and entertainment offered.

The Fair was opened on Friday by Mrs. Despard 
and on Saturday by Mrs. Cobden Sanderson; both 
were accorded a warm welcome and both extended 
a warm welcome on behalf of the League to the 
fighting men from the Front, and told them of the 
fight for justice and freedom which women are wag
ing in our own and other countries. They empha- 
sised the fact that the Women’s Freedom League 
had kept the suffrage flag flying during the war, and 
had done excellent national service in many direc- 
tions, but to continue its work the League needed 
substantial financial assistance.

There was evidence in the Hall of some of the 
war work done by the League. The Harrow Branch 
and its secretary, Mrs. Huntsman, had a Comforts 
for Sufferers stall, and also exhibited postcards and 
letters from British prisoners in Germany who had 
received parcels and messages via the Branch. 
Montgomery and Aberdovey Branches most gener
ously supplied a stall of warm clothing and knitted 
goods for soldiers and others, and purchasers appre
ciated the useful articles supplied. Mrs. Francis 
Lewis and Miss Alix M. Clark were in charge of 
this stall.. The Women’s Freedom League Settle
ment (Nine Elms) stall made an irresistible appeal 
and in addition to sailing the many useful gifts Mrs. 
Tippett and her helpers were able to enlighten 
inquirers as to the work of the Settlement. Mrs. 
Snow’s brief visits each day gave great pleasure to 
her many friends, who rejoiced to see her well on 
the way to recovery. Her merchandise stall was 
completely sold out, and buyers went off gratified 
with their bargains. The same happy result at- 
tended Mrs. Carey's vegetarian stall, and business 
was brisk at the General, Home-Made, White, and 
Toy stalls, and at the Old Curiositie Shoppe. The 
literature department had a good show of books, 
W.E.L. calendars, etc., and those in charge were 
kept busy. The “Violet Clark ” quartette played 
delightfully in the large hall each day. and the 
waitresses in white dresses, mob caps with yellow 
ribbon, dispensing tea and other good things, added 
brightness to the scene. Psychic delineations were 
most kindly given by Mrs. Thomson Price, and 
character reading by Mrs. Davidson and the Gipsy 
Fortune Teller. The soldier guests keenly enjoyed 
this part of the programme.

The following is a list of stall holders and 
helpers:—Toy, Miss Perry: White, Mrs. Hans- 
combe, Mrs. H. Thomson, Mrs. Cobden Sanderson; 
Home-Made, Mrs. Holmes, Miss Triplett; Mont- 
gomery and Aberdovey, Miss Alix. M. Clark, Mrs. 
Francis Lewis; General, Mrs; Tanner, Miss Tuf- 
nell. Miss Rigmer; Merchandise, Mrs. Snow. Miss 
Jacob, Mrs. Rose; Comforts for Sufferers, Harrow 
Branch. Mrs. Higgins, Miss Cross: Nine Elms, 
Mrs. Tippett, Mrs. Delbanco, Mrs. Thorne, 
Mrs. Presbury; Vegetarian, Mrs. Carey;
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Old Curiositie Shoppe, Mrs. Terry, Miss K. Trip- 
lett.

The Council Chamber attracted many visitors by 
reason of the excellence of the concerts and enter- 
tainments ably organised by Mrs. Corner. The 
grand Russian concerts each day were remarkably 
fine. Madame Marie Levinskaja took every one by 
storm by her delightful personality and spontaneous 
kindness as well as by her outstanding gifts as a 
pianist. Miss Felicia Borell (violin) Madame Fro- 
mont-Delune (’cello), and Mlle. Brelia (operatic 
singer), completed the able exponents of Russian 
music. Miss Clara Reed and her friends from the 
Hasluck Academy rendered splendid service by their 
dramatic recitals, dances, and songs, which were 
warmly appreciated and keenly enjoyed. Our good 
friend, Mr. Harrison Hill, finding himself in Lon
don on Saturday, with half-an-hour to spare, most 
kindly came to the Hall and gave us one of his de
lightful entertainments, together with interesting 
stories of his experiences “ with Tommy at the 
Front.” He returns to France in a few days, and 
will be away a month. Miss Edith Carter’s play, 
“ Treasure in Heaven,” admirably given by Miss 
Inez Bensusan, Mr. Leigh Lovell, and the author, 
of the Actresses’ Franchise League, delighted every
one, and added yet another to the many kindnesses 
which the actresses have for so long rendered to the 
Women’s Freedom League. Miss Bigg, matron of 
the Women’s Hospital for Children, Harrow-road, 
gave valuable information in her interesting demon
strations of nursing, and Mrs. Garrud's Ju-Jitsu 
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exhibitions aroused keen interest and gave great 
pleasure to our soldier guests as well as to all who 
saw them. To Madame Anna Carola, Miss Violet 
Clark, Miss Janet Hope, Miss Margery Gush, Miss 
Ethel Rayson, Mr. J. R. Jacob, Miss Vera Gurney, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Charles Corner our warmest 
thanks are given for their valuable services in mak
ing the entertainments so successful and enjoyable, 
thereby helping to replenish the Treasury and en- 
abling the Women’s Freedom League to carry on its 
important work.

OUR “WEDNESDAYS.”
In advocating National Co-operation instead of 

Private Competition, at our meeting on Nov. 24, the 
Rev. Ord W arlow gave a very enlightening and 
appealing address. He pointed out that in the 
army, navy, and post office we had natioanl co- 
operation ; they were not run for private profit, but 
for national utility, the shareholders were the whole 
nation and the profits were handed to the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. He advocated the same method 
in other features of national life, and dealt with 
railways, the coal and meat supplies. A little com- 
petition, he said, might be good, but the system led 
to the. swallowing up of the small traders by the 
large companies and the establishment of monopolies 
with power to force prices up as they wished. With 
national control there might be a rise in prices, but 
it would not be for individual profit; the State 
would benefit and a remisson of taxes result.

If the Government can produce and manage the 
navy, it could do the same with the merchant ser- 
vice. War, lie declared, was not the breakdown 
of Christianity but of Christians, not of socialism, 
but of socialists. Miss Boyle gave an interesting 
account of her recent visit to the north, and dealt 
with the Parliament and Registration Bill ; she in
sisted on the need for watchfulness. Discussion 
followed on Mr. Warlow's address. Mrs. Corner 
was admirable in the chair.

WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE SETTLEMENT
I, Everett Street, Nine Elms.

With the object of making the Nine Elms Settle
ment better known among the London members of 
the League, the London Branches Council is ar
ranging an " At Home ” at 2, Currie-street, Nine 
Elms, on Saturday, December 11, 3 to 6 p.m.

Everyone, I am sure, has heard of the splendid 
work that is being done by Mrs. Tippett and her 
helpers, and many of our members and friends have 
given financial assistance. But on December 11 
everyone will have an opportunity to see for them- 
selves the work of the Settlement—the Restaurant, 
the Guest House, and the Milk Depot. We hope 
to welcome .a large number of London members and 
friends; from 3 to 4.30 tea and the visiting the 
Settlement; 4.30 to 5.30 short speeches by Mrs. 
Despard, Mrs. Tippett, Mrs. Tanner, Miss Boyle, 
and, we hope, the Mayor of the district.

Visitors are also asked to bring gifts of food-— 
Christmas puddings, mince pies, and cakes, etc.— 
for the Children’s party, which Mrs. Tippett is 
arranging for the children of the neighbourhood.

E.C.
Contributions to our stall at the Fair are very 

gratefully acknowledged from Mrs. Stowe, Miss 
Coward, Miss Helen Presbury, Miss Spencer, Miss 
R. Spencer, Y. H. Simmons, Esq., Mrs. John Rus- 
sell, Mrs. Snow, Mrs. Bell, Mrs. H. M. Nidd, Mrs. 
Hossack, the Misses Triplets, per Mrs. Presbury ; 
and many other kind friends who gave gifts to the 
Settlement. We also thank Miss Riggall for Is., 
Mrs. Williams, apples; Mrs. Lewis, cake, apples 
and flowers; Miss Curtis, apples and cabbages, Mrs. 
Langman, 2s. 6d.

I.C.T.

THOMPSONS
LTD.

— OUR —

GIFT & TOY BAZAAR
IS THE

IDEAL PLACE FOR ECONOMY
AND VARIETY

IN

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
T. W. THOMPSON & Co., Ltd.,

Tottenham Court Road a University St.
One Minute from Tube, Train, Bus and Tram.

GRANT BROS.
In consequence of the 

prevailing Fashion 
for

FUR
COATS

We have a large variety 
in stock from

3 Guineas.

Also a nice selection of

New Designs in
FINELY - MARKED

PONY CLOTH
From

35/9.

14-24 High St.
CROYDON.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS : W.F.L.
LONDON AND SUBURBS.

DARE TO BE
FREE 

Admission Free. 
W.F.L. Office.

Saturday, December 4. — Jumble 
Sale, Tolmer's-square Institute, Drum- 
mond - street, Hampstead - road, N.W., 
2 p.m. DESPARD ARMS, Informal 
Dance; Tickets, Is. 6.30-10 p.m.

Bunday Dec., 8th.—Votes for Women 
Rally, Bijou Theatre, (Hasluck's Acad
emy), 3, Bedford Street, Strand, W C.
3.15, Tea (6d.); 4 p.m., Speeches by 
Miss Boyle, Mr. Laurence Housman, 
Mrs. Mustard and Mrs. Tanner. 
Reserved Seats, 1/-. Tickets from

IVednesday, December 8.—Public Meeting, St. George's 
Vestry, Hart-street, Bloomsbury, W.G., 3.30. Speakers: 
Mr. George Francis (of the Consumers' Defence League), 
on "‘ Food Adulteration and Infant Mortality,” and Miss 
Boyle. Admission free.

Friday, December 10.—" At Home,” W.F.L. Office, 
32a, The Arcade, High-street, Croydon, 3.30 p.m.

'Saturday, December 11.—" At Home,” 2, Currie-street, 
Nine Elms, S.W., 3 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. (to view Women’s 
Freedom League Settlement). Tea. Short speeches by 
Mrs. Despard, Mrs. Tippett, Mrs. Tanner, and Miss Boyle.

Monday, December 13.-—Bowes Park, Branch Meeting, 
34, Highworth-road, New Southgate, N., 7.30 p.m..

NINE Elms, VEGETARIAN RESTAURANT, 1, Everett-street, 
id. and ld. meals; weekdays at noon. Children's Guest 
House and Milk Depot for Nursing Mothers.

THE Despard Arms, 123, Hampstead-road, N.W. (five 
minutes' walk from Maple’s). Open to all for refreshments 
(dinners and slippers from 6d.), and recreation. Week- 
days, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. Sundays, 4 to 10 p.m.

PROVINCES.
Monday, December 6.—MIDDLESBROUGH, Annual Busi

ness Meeting, W.F.L. Rooms, 231a, The Arcade, Linthorpe- 
road, 7.30 p.m.

Thursday, December 9.—IPSWICH, Afternoon Meeting, 
22, Queen-street.

Monday, December 13. —MIDDLESBROUGH, Social Even- 
ing, W.F.L. Rooms, 231a, The Arcade, Linthorpe-road, 
7.30 p.m. Speaker: Miss F. A. Underwood.

Wednesday, December 15.—Ipswich, Hard-up Supper, 
7.30 p.m,

SCOTLAND
Saturday, December 4.—Edinburgh, Jumble Sale, Suf- 

frage Shop, 90, Lothian-road, 3 p.m.
Wednesday, December 8.—EDINBURGH, Public Meeting, 

90. Lothian-road, 8 p.m. Speaker: Miss Tennant, on 
‘‘ Russia? ‘

Saturd-ay, December 18.—EDINBURGH, Sale of Work, 
90, Lothian-road, 3 p.m.

WINTER Mud Loses its Terrors when women's 
and men’s clothes are sent to The Marchmont 
Tailoring Company, 13, Marchmont-street (close to 
Russell-square Tube station). Within a very short 
time they are returned to their owners cleaned, 
pressed and almost equal to new—with a bill which 
is remarkably moderate. The costumes made to 
measure by the same firm are equally satisfactory. 
Members of the W.F.L,, who speak from experi- 
ence, wish to pass on this good news to others.

MATILDA AND MARCUS,
“ A Novel with a purpose and an Appeal that 

will be appreciated by all Suffragists.”
BY

MARY RICHARDSON

Published by Simpkin, Marshall, Hamilton, Kent & Co., 
London, E.C., and obtainable at all Bookshops and

Libraries.

BRANCH NOTES.
Anfield (Liverpool.

The monthly meeting of the Branch, held on Nov. 19, 
was well attended by members and friends. Miss Nina 
Boyle was the speaker. and Mrs. Johnstone was in the - 
chair. Miss Boyle dealt with the duty of women during 
war time, and showed the danger of panic legislation as 
a menace to the liberties of the community. She appealed 
to women to make politics their special concern. Reforms 
were needed in many directions, especially in the treatment 
of women prisoners. We hope that Miss Boyle's sound, 
practical advice to the Liverpool organisations will be 
acted upon with good results.
Creydon— Offices 32a, The Arcade, High Street.

We wish to thank all Branch members who sent contri- 
butions to the W.F.L. Fair for the very useful articles, 
which found ready customers; and all members who gave 
their time and assistance on either or both days of the 
Fair. Their work was greatly appreciated. Our next 
afternoon meeting will be held on December 10.
Edinburgh—Suffrage Shop.—90, Lothian Road.

At the public meeting held in the U.F. Assembly Hall, 
on behalf of the Belgian Soldiers' Fund, we had the plea
sure of listening to a magnificent oration from Monsieur 
Vandervelde, as well as very fine speeches from' Miss 
Eunice Murray and the Lord Advocate. In the unavoid- 
able absence of Dr. Sarolea, Belgian Consul, the chair was 
taken at very short notice by Miss Findlay, assistant editor 
of Everyman. For thus stepping into the breach, as well 
as for the very delightful speech which she gave, we are 
deeply indebted to Miss Findlay. Miss Murray spoke of 
the work of the League since the outbreak of war, and her 
statement that " we are patriots because we are suffragists, 
and suffragists because we are patriots," elicited warm 
applause. Monsieur Vandervelde, who expressed his deep 
sympathy with the objects of the League, made a most 
moving appeal for the Belgian soldiers, who are separated 
by the enemies’ lines, if not by the sea, from their own 
people, and whose Christmas will be brightened by gifts 
such as other soldiers of the Allies will receive, only if 
those whose homes they have helped to save from destruc- 
tion "adopt", this homeless army. Defeat, he said, is a 
moral impossibility, but we can do much to soften the 
rigours of the campaign that will bring victory. The Lord 
Advocate spoke very highly of the work done by women, 
and paid a fine tribute to the heroism of the Belgian army 
and the Belgian people. Mr. Joseph Dobbie moved a vote 

thanks to the speakers, and Miss Munro, seconded by
Power, thanked Miss Findlay for her ideal chair

manship. The audience, unfortunately, was not so large as 
we could have wished, but we hope to hand over a good 
sum to the fund. . &

Two, very good ordinary meetings have also been held. - 
"Chalmers . Watson, M.D., spoke of ‘ Feeding and 
10od values, in an eminently practical and helpful way, 
lustrating her remarks with a number of most effective 
anlemn slides. Councillor Graham spoke on ‘ The War 

and British Labour," and explained lucidly some of the 
nancial. and economic difficulties that will undoubtedly 
aco us in the near future, and especially at the close of 

war. He advocated the gradual return of the men to 
the labour market, and their employment as far as may 
be possible, on works of public utility, thus reducing to

. . THE ..

MARCHMONT TAILORING CO.,
High-Class Ladies’ Tailors & Furriers, 

13 MARCHMONT STREET, 
(Facing Russell Square Tube), 

COSTUMES MADE TO MEASURE, 
Patterns submitted. Latest Designs, 

customers testify to Good Taste and Quality.
Cleaning, Pressing & Alterations 

on shortest notice. . .
- -------  ALL PRICES REASONABLE. _____

TOYE 8 CO., 5" Eonaba’w.Road.
Specialists in

BANNERS, REGAIlA, BUTTONS, BADGES 
ROSETTES for every Society.

Designs and Estimates Free.
Phone 3820 Central. Established 1855. Wire Modifying. London
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some extent the danger of throwing many women out of 
work. Both addresses were followed by discussion. Miss 
Munro presided at the first, and Miss Nannie Brown at 
the other meeting.
Glasgow. Suffrage Shop, 70, St. George's Road. |

A very successful jumble sale in aid of the funds was held 
on November 20. Mrs. Scrimgeour, who was convener, 
reports that the sum realised was £16 16s. We have to 
thank Mrs. Scrimgeour and her helpers for their efforts 
to make the sale a success.
Ipswich

We had an interesting and well attended meeting on 
November 25. After we had teazed tow for splints, Mrs. 
Rice, warmly welcomed on her return after her marriage, 
gave a demonstration in war economy in replacing wood 
with newspapers for lighting fires. We hope she will give 
us an account of her nursing experiences in France. Will 
all members keep Wednesday, December 15, free for our 
Hard-Up Supper to increase our funds? Come and bring 
your friends at 7.30 p.m. Admission 3d. Everyone is 
asked to bring a contribution in kind for the supper; 
there will be competitions, and a Dutch auction. We were 
very glad to have Miss Nicholson again, and to hear of her 
suffrage work in Ireland. Many thanks to the kind friends 
who sent articles or money for the Green, White, and Gold 
Fair; the former went to Mrs. Tippett's stall. There will 
be no afternoon meeting on the day after the Hard-Up 
Supper.
Middlesbrough. W.F.L. Rooms— 231a, The Arcade, 

Linthorpe-road.
On Sunday afternoon, November 21, Miss Nina Boyle, 

who was invited to address a meeting of the .Women's 
Adult School at North Ormesby, and to " bring in a tittle 
bit of religion," based her remarks on the lines of a 
hymn that had been sung:—" If there breathe on ear th 
a slave, Are ye truly free and brave ?" She pointed, out 
that owing to the limitations of our language, women were 
always omitted, and that there could be no real freedom

MADAME JARDINE
makes

60, Dingwall Road, Elegant and ■ : 
croydon. Simple Gowns

From Three Guineas.

A. SHAPCOT,Tids
81, GEORGE STREET, CROYDON.

WIZARD, ELECTRIC AND
HAND VACUUM CLEANERS

FREE DEMONSTRATIONS

while women were in subjection. She showed how politics 
govern all affairs of daily life—even spiritual affairs and 
said that it was a woman’s first duty to take her share 
in politics—not for the scramble of place and power, but 
as the noblest of all occupations, and for the good of 
humanity. Miss Boyle's admirable sermon was thoroughly 
appreciated by all her hearers.

On November 22 Miss Boyle addressed a public meeting 
at which Mrs. .Schofield Coates presided. She said the 
persistent demand of the Women's Freedom League for 
political enfranchisement had not slackened for one moment 
during the war, but that it had not prevented them from 
doing a vast amount of work in the service of the country. 
Women's first duty in the absence of the men who were 
risking their lives in defence of their country was to take 
hold of social and political affairs, and to endeavour to 
keep up the standard of wages. She outlined the work of 
the Women Police Volunteers, and emphasised the urgent 
need there is for women gaolers to take charge of women 
prisoners and trained nurses for prison infirmaries for 
both men and women.
Reading.

An interesting Branch meeting was held in the Parlour, 
Palmer Hall, on November 18, when Miss Ruth Hinder 
gave an address, from the teacher's point of view, on 
" Child Education in War Time," which was much appre- 
ciated, and evoked discussion. Mrs. Corry presented her 
Conference report, and specially urged the claims of The 
VOTE. Miss Kathleen Connolly's recitation " The Monk 
Felix ” was much enjoyed. It was announced that 
Miss Anna Munro had consented to fill the position of 
Branch president; the news met with the warmest appre
ciation. Mrs. Spir, who presided very ably, expressed 
heartiest thanks to Miss Hinder, Mrs. Corry, and Miss 
Connolly for their efforts.
Sale.

A social evening was held on Nov. 22 at the Y.W.C.A. 
rooms. Miss Hines presided, and Miss Janet Heyes, of 
Eccles, gave a rousing speech on the position of women. 
She was cordially welcomed, and congratulated the Branch 
on its vitality. Miss Lawrence sang, and Miss Andrews 
accompanied, to the great enjoyment of all. A good col- 
lection helped to defray expenses. It is hoped that a whist 
drive will be held in the New Year.

FOR IDEAL CHRIST WAS PRESENTS
Inspect Edward Good's "‘Cameo Corner.'

Largest selection known in the history of the world of genuine old 
Cameo Brooches, Rings, and Pendants from 5/- to £5 each.

Also genuine fine old Intaglio Crest and Signet Rings..
Most fascinating, too, are Good's original Inspiration Rings, 

each one an English work of art over 100 years old ; prices from 
6/6 to 30/- each.

If unable to call, kindly write for selections on approval, and a 
1/- beautifully illustrated booklet on Cameos and Inspiration 
Jewellery ‘‘ will be included free.

EDWARD GOOD, " Cameo Corner,"
1, New Oxford St., London, W.C., justfacing"Vote" Office

Islington Dental Surgery. .
69. UPPER STREET, N 

Mr. CHODWICK BROWN, Surgeon Dentist,
Mr. Fredk. G. Boucher, Assistant Dental Surgeon.

Established 35 Years.
Gas Administered Daily by qualified Medical Man, Fee 7/6 
Nurse in attendance. Mechanical Work in all its Branches. 
Send Postcard for Pamphlet. N.B.—No Showcase at door. 
CONSULTATIONS FREE. Telephone 3795North.

Telephone No. 3025 Kensington (4 lines.)

COOPER & CO.’s STORES,®"toZSRmo"srt: nd.
DEPARTMENTS.

Teas and Coffees. Groceries. Provisions. Cooked Meats. Poultry and Game.
Bakery. Fish. Meat. Fruit and Flowers. Vegetables. Confections. Patent 
Medicines. Perfumery, &c. . Brushes. Turnery. Hardware. Stationery

Wines and Spirits. .Tobacco, &c. Coal, &c. &c. -
LUNCH ORDERS A SPECIALITY.

FAMILIES WAITED ON- DAILY FOR ORDERS.

FgHE WOMEN’S FREEDOM 1 LEAGUE will hold Public 
Meetings at the Vestry Hall, St. 
George’s, Hart - street, Bloomsbury, 
W.C. Entrance in Little Russell-st. 
(Near Holborn, British Museum and 
Tottenham Court-rd. Tube stations) 
every Wednesday afternoon, at 3.30 
p.m. Dec. 8. Speakers: Mr. George 
Francis (Consumers' Defence League) 
on “ Food Adulteration and Infant 
Mortality,” and Miss Boyle.

TEA.—Specialvalue, 2s. 2d. per 
lb. Strongly recommended; 

highly appreciated.—To be obtained 
from The VOTE Office, 144, High 
Holborn, London, W.C.

MISCELLANEOUS.

IAT ANTED, in Somerset, active, 
• • trustworthy, COOK-CARE- 

TAKER ; large house; * suitable for 
widow and one child; unexceptionable 
references required.—Address, " M.,” 
Crosswood, Welshpool.

A THEENIC UNDERWEAR is A oosy, durable, and guaranteed 
unshrinkable. . Get the maximum 
value at minimum cost by buying 
direct from the actual makers. Write 
for patterns. Dept. 30, Atheenic 
Mills, Hawick, Scotland.

board-residence.
Rooms, Holiday Homes, &c.

A T THE STRAND IMPERIAL A HOTEL, opposite Gaiety Theatre, 
Strand, London. Absolute Privacy, 
Quietude and Refinement. Ladies will 
find the freshest, warmest, daintiest, 
cosiest quarters. Sumptuous Bed
room, with h. and c. water fitted. 
Breakfast, Bath, Attendance ’ and 
Lights, from 5s. 6d. En pension, 9s. 
For long stays, special terms. Finest 
English provisions. — Manageress, 
4788 Gerrard.

-PAGE BOOK ABOUT HERBS 
AND HOW TO USE THEM, free. 

Send for one.— TRIMNELL, The Herbalist 
144, Richmond-road, Cardiff. Estab 1879.
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