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said," It seems a shame," McKenna 
T° play them such a trick, 

After you've called them from the home
—A nd made them work so quick." 
The Prime Minister said nothing but 

It is a bit too thick.”
(The Prime' Minister. Mr. Llovd Genrae - 7. . ., .for necm’n’s war work, rhile vw,tr Mr. 77°k.M»2 mouelsatep.almade.references.injrec-nt sperc’es t0 the sirgent need 

no mention of their bein9 enjram^ e^fly with "Reh, ds",72e%. egZTpay f^Lln^j Du ^ is

"I weep for you," the Chancellor said. 
* truly sympathise.”

With sobs and tears he sorted out 
Taxes of the largest size. 

Holding his 1915 Budget
Before his streaming eyes.
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UNITED SUFFRAGISTS
47 Red Lion Court. Fleet Street, London RC Telephone, Holborn 5880 

Colours: Purple, White and Orange

THE CAMPAIGN
Friday, September 24; 8 p.m.— Open Air Meet- 

ing. Corner of Skipton Street, London Road. Speaker 
Miss M. Phillips.

Friday, September 24; 7.30 p.m.— General Meet- . 
ing. Onward Buildings, 207, Deansgate, Manchester-

Sunday, September 26; 4 p.m.-Joint Demonstra- 
tion.—Trafalgar Square. U.S. Speakers: Mrs. Pethick 
Lawrence and Mrs. Ayrton Gould.

Tuesday, September 28; 8 p.m.—Open Meeting.
U.S. Women’s Club. Speaker: Miss M. Hodge- , 
-Wednesday, September 29; 7 p.m—Members 

Meeting.— 379, Harbourne Hoad, Birmingham. Hostess: 
Mrs. Gristwood. ■ . . '
-Sator^ay, October 2; 3.30 p.m.—Open Air Meet- 

ing.—Alexandra Park Gates, Manchester.
Sunday, October 3; 3.30 p.m.—Open Air Meeting. 

Stevenson Square, Manchester.
Wednesday, October 6; 7.30 p.m. Public Meet. 

ing.—Spinner’s Hall, Bolton. Speakers: Mrs. Rethick 
Lawrence and M-. Laurence Housman. Chairi Rev. 
Jabez Bell. Admission free. Reserved seats 6d. and 1b. 

Wednesday, October 6; 8 p.m.—Public Meeting. 
—Queen’s College, Birmingham. " — . : 

Thursday. October 7 ; 7.30 pm.—Public Meeting. 
—Milton Hall, Deansgate, Manchester. Speakers : Mrs. 
Pethick Lawrence and Mr. Laurence Housman. Chair: 
Rev. A. E. Cornibeer. Admission free. Reserved seats 
1s. and 6d. hr

Wednesday, Nov. 3; 8 p.m.—Public Meeting.— 
Midland Institute, Birmingham.

Friday and Saturday, December 10 and i 
from 3 to 10 p m.—Christmas Sale.—Central Hall 
Westminster. Proceeds to be devoted to
Women’s Club.

U.S. WOMEN’S CLUB
92, Borough Road, S.E.

Secretary, Miss M. R. Cochrane. Tel.: Hop 414
On Tuesday Mrs. Bouvier came to speak in 

place of Mrs. Drake, who was prevented from 
coming, and on Thursday the Misses Fox gave 
us a concert, which our members much enjoyed. 
The members have hailed the idea of a club 
savings bank with such delight that we are going 
to start one at once. It does not matter how 
small the sum saved each week, and it can be 
paid in to the secretary on whichever day is 
most convenient to each member. There can 
be no fixed day, as “ pay day ” varies. We wish 
to thank for boxes of flowers Miss Gore Browne, 
Mrs. Richmond, and Mrs. Whelen; Mrs. 
Aspland for books, and Miss Dalgliesh for cakes. 
Will our readers please remember our jumble
Sale in October 1

CHRISTMAS SALE 
Fancy Articles not Wanted!

A sate of really useful articles that people 
really want to buy for themselves or their 
soldier friends, will be held in the Central Hall, ■ 
Westminster, on Friday and Saturday, Decem- 
ber 10 and 11, from 3 till 10 p.m. The pro- 
ceeds are to be devoted to the upkeep of the 
U.S. Women’s Club, Southwark, S.E. We have 
every confidence that our many friends who sup- 
ported our sale so generously last year will again 
come forward- this year in aid of so good1 an
object.

The Stalls
We intend, as so far arranged, to have the 

following stalls:—Sweets, farm produce and 
food of all kinds, books, toys, cakes, blouses, 
children’s clothes, woollen goods and other com­
forts for soldiers. Of these, the sweets stall has 
already been kindly undertaken by Mrs. Good- 
man, who conducted it so admirably last year. 
Promises to undertake whole or part stalls, to 
help with the refreshments, and to send contri­
butions to the various stalls, will be gladly re- 

: ceived by Miss Bertha Brewster, Hon. Sale 
Secretary, U.S. Offices, 4-7, Red Lion Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C.

The Blouse Stall
A U.S. member has kindly offered to makeU.D. IiciI/CL ---- “--- -Y “" UAI-WEA.aldi- 11-5- 

blouses and shirts for the blouse stall if along and do their bit, too, to keep the pitches
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■ , i .. win her. sena filled. The shop is always open from 10 to 6, where
materials can be provided. Will others ten papers can be had.
contributions in money for this purpose, or tail- . LIVERPOOL U.S.
ing this, suitable material? _ Hon. Sec., Miss Isobel Buxton, 111, Queen’s Road

It is specially desired that no fancy articles On Tuesday, September 14, the Liverpool Suffra, 
be sentgists held joint social at Clarion Cafe, which would

enter Societies Co-operating J have been most enjoyable had they not known
other Suffrage societies are being asked to tosas,toxatheurUTNa"»ars" &dipfnsapr“sllot work 

co-operate in the sale. At the time of going to for all forward movements we do not need here 10 
wress thefollowing have replied accepting our speak.' Mr. Bernard, on behalf of the mage RV“tationl“Re"S Free church League forspex touching,"-“uA.Mep: Kxeens "us.EEI, 
Woman’s Suffrage and the Forward Cymric sEEFbea, to bind her (as our"chairman,” Mr. John 
Suffrage Union, also the Church League. Edwards, said) by an all-gold band to the time she

spent in Liverpool. -

WAR INTERCESSION SERVICE
We remind all members and readers of the - -------- £

War Intercession Service, organised by the Already acknow;
Church League for Women’s Suffrage at the sedgdsnea..14—6 
suggestion of the United Suffragists, to be held „ (Bristol 
in Southwark Cathedral (just across London ..Campaign) 
Bridge, Monument Station, Underground; (Return fare, 
motor omnibus 18, and others) on Saturday Bristol) —....  
afternoon, October 9, at 3 p.m. The service will Miss " “Coster

8. d.
18 11

10

IMPORTANT NOTICE!
Miss Lettice Fox

(for Poster) ... 
Miss L. Hutton..

10

On and after September 29 
the address of the United
Suffragists’ Headquarters, 
and of the Editorial, Pub- 
lishing, and Advertising 
Offices of VOTES FOR 
WOMEN will be
27, CHANCERY LANE, W.C.

b3 conducted by the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop, 
of Southwark , and all members and friends are 
invited to attend. Bills containing particulars 
and a message from the Bishop can be obtained 1 
from the U.S. offices.

BIRMINGHAM U.S.
organiser: Miss Elizabeth Jenkins, 143, Bristol

Street
The Birmingham U.S. held a meeting on Septem- I 

ber 15 at Queen’s College. Mr. Charles Gray, who 
took the chair, introduced Miss Elizabeth Jenkins, j 
the new Organiser. It was decided to hold two 
public meetings, the first on October 6, at Queens 
College, the second on November 3, at the Midland 
Institute. Mrs. Gristwood kindly consented to the 
next members’ meeting being held at her house, ' 
379 Harbourne Road, on Wednesday, eptember 2, 
at 7 o'clock. It was further decided that an office 
should be opened in October and £2 2s. 6d. was 
promised towards the rent.- Members are asked to 
help to work up the meetings. Offers of help wi 
be gratefully received by Miss Elizabeth deniins, 
143, Bristol Street, Birmingham.

BOLTON U.S .
Hon. Sec., Mrs. Jessie Crompton, Brookdale, 

Riding ate, near Bolton
Mr Charles Gray conducted a meeting of the 

above on Monday last in the Borough Hall. He 
gave some very helpful advice and information 
respecting the position of women and wages, we 
feel much indebted to Mr. Gray for his encouraging 
speech. October 6,is our great meeting, when Mrs. 
Pethick Lawrence and Mr. Laurence Housman are 
to speak. (See Campaign.)

KENSINGTON U.S.
Hon Sec., Miss Postlethwaite, 47a, Earl's Court 

, Road, W. Telephone: Western 926
Kensington members will greatly regret to hear I 

that Mrs. Morrison (by order of her doctor) has 
been obliged to give up paper-selling. One of the 
first to sell votes FOR WOMEN in the street ID 
Kensington, Mrs. Morrison has been a -constant 
seller ever since; three mornings a week, in a 
weathers, she has stood out on the pitch selling the 
paper. Thanks are due to her for all she has done 
it is to be hoped very much that others will come
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“VOTES FOR WOMEN" FUND 
Donations Received up to September 181213

04 0

01 0

00

00

Miss Joachim 
(Bristol Cam- 
paign) ......... 

Mrs. Morrison... 
Miss M. Phillips 

-(returned Bris­
tol expenses)... 

Miss Enid St. 
John (Bristol 
Campaign) ...

£ B. d.

0 
0

0 
0

3 00

1 00

0
0

5
50

£1,428 12 11

WOMENS CLUB FUND
Donations Received up to September 10, 129 £ b. a.

Already acknowledged .....  
Miss M. R. Cochrane ..... --
Per Miss M. R. Cochrane—

Club Receipts................
Mrs. Ensom ...----------

7
0

284 2 
0 10

0 12
1 0

1 
0

£286 4 8

THE FASHION 
FOR PETTICOATS

We have now 
in stock a very 
large variety of 

) dainty and inex- 
> pensive Petti- 
g coats, all cut in 
I the new full 

shape, of which 
the garment 

! illustrated is an 
example.

L PETTICOAT 
| (as ske'ch), in 
3 rich quality 

in black 
and white 
checks and 
stripes, in 
various 
sizes. Also 
a few navy 
and white.

jwe

Bai
Price

15/9
Also in plain 
quality taffeta 
at the same 
price.

Debenham SFreebody
Wigmore Street. London.
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DEDICATION
To the brave women who to-day are fighting 

for freedom: to the noble women who all down 
the ages kept the flag flying and looked for­
ward to this day without seeing it: to all 
women all Over the world, of whatever race, or 
creed, or calling, whether they be with us or 
against us in this fight, we dedicate this paper

THE OUTLOOK
Last Tuesday, Mr. McKenna brought in his 

new. Budget, framed to meet an estimated 
expenditure in 1915-16 of 1,590 million 
pounds. Fully sensible as women are of the 
colossal nature of his task, and of the grave 
seriousness of the present crisis, it is impossible 
for them to view the terribly difficult future 
that lies before them, and the awful struggle 
to make both ends meet that is going to affect 
them even more than men, without feeling 
more passionately conscious than ever before of 
their political negligibility, and of the fact that 
this crisis has been reached, and this burden of 
new taxation imposed, by a Government that is 
responsible only to the men of the country.

Why Necessaries and not Alcohol ?
For the lowering of the income-tax exemption 

limit and the comparatively small increase in 
the super-tax are features in the new Budget 
that cause it to press hardest upon the very 
classes that will be hit most severely by the 
doubling of the taxes upon such necessaries as 
tea, coffee, cocoa, sugar, and dried fruits. That 
is what we mean when we say that women will 
be the greatest sufferers from the new taxation.
For women are the universal exchequers of the 
home; it is they who have to stretch the family 
income to meet the rise in food prices; it is 
they who are first to go without when food 
runs short. And the unmarried woman worker, 
earning almost invariably less than the man in 
her position, will consequently suffer more than 
he does from- this rise in the cost of living that 
lies before us all. Women are as patriotic as 
men, as ready as men to stand by their country 
in a crisis, though it be none of their making. 
But they have a right also to reflect that if 
Mr. McKenna’s constituents were women as 
well as men, beer and spirits would not be left 
untouched while the children’s food threatens 
to reach prohibitive prices. Government with- 
out consent, at all times' infinitely chafing to 
women, becomes intolerable under the stress of 
war conditions.

The Problem of Women’s Labour
Prominent Ministers continue to adjure 

women (we deal with the Prime Minister's 
speech in our leading article) to come forward 
and help the country in the hour of her need, 
and difficulties still continue to be placed in the 
way of their responding to the call. “ The 
Government has got the women, but it has not 
got the machinery for dealing with them," Miss 
Strachey, of the London Society for Women’s 
Suffrage, said bluntly to a Press representative, 
last week. Miss Mary MacArthur said very 
much the same thing; and, on the important 
question of wages, added that unless a minimum 
wage could be guaranteed to women from the 
outset there was a real danger of their lowering 
the standard of wages all round. She mentioned 
further the important fact that the Amalga- 
mated Society of Engineers had undertaken to 
press for a starting wage of 20s. a week for 
women in the engineering shops, the wage to be
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raised to thatwhich a man would receive for the 
same work as soon as the women were efficient.

The Physical Force Argument
The physical force argument dies hard. Its 

latest application is to the question of women's 
entry into new trades; and we even find the 

, Special Commissioner of the H&ratd commending 
the Trade Union Congress for passing a resolu- 
tion against the admission of women into al l in- 
dustries, on the ground that " their health and 
such like considerations entered in." A week 
or two ago, we split a lance with the Evening 
Standard, quite good-humouredly, we thought 
(the Evening Standard says, “ somewhat.ex- 
citedly "), on the subject of its contention that 
" equal pay for equal work " is out of the ques- 
tion, because, it maintained, " there are strict 
limits to female endurance - as regards hard 
physical work. ” We alluded to this in a leading 
article, in which we contended, among other 
things, that until all branches of industry were 
thrown open to women it was impossible to say 
that their physical inferiority had been proved; 
that, in any case, ‘ no woman was demanding 
equal pay for unequal work ; and that, even if 
her output could be proved to be less than a 
man's, she could still be paid on a system that 
ensured her equality of payment for the work 
she did perform.

Two Allies in the Press
We are glad to see, in a recent issue of the 

Evening Standard, that our contemporary 
agrees, in the main, with our argument. While 
repeating its conviction that women are “ not 
capable of performing hard physical work at 
high pressure for long periods" (which we do 
not deny, merely contending that it is non­
proven), it goes on to say that if a woman is 
employed for the same number of hours at the 
same work as a man, it sees no reason " why she 
should not be paid the male rate of wages.” 
That is exactly what we say; and it is pleasant 
to be able to reckon on the Evening Standard 
as an ally in our campaign. Another supporter 
has been revealed in “ The Man in the Street,” 
who wrote recently in the Daily Sketch :—

Obviously the clue out of the labyrinth is " equal 
pay for equal work." There must be no tempta- 
tion for employers to take and keep women-workers 
because they are cheap. This would be an injus­
tice equally to the women and to the men . . . 
Doubtless after the war we shall keep a far larger 
army than we had before it, and here will be 
a chance of solving many of the economic prob- 
lems which have bothered us so long. We shall 
never solve them . if the woman is paid less than 
the man who works beside her at the same job.

Child Labour, the War and the Vote
The War Emergency Workers' National 

Council passed an admirable resolution last 
week
viewing with alarm the suggestion for a lower­
ing of the age of leaving school or granting special 
exemptions or permissions to leave school, in order 
to enable children to enter industrial or agricul- 
tural work at an earlier age.

At a time when attempts are being made to 
close certain occupations to women, on the 
ground of their physical weakness—this actually 
appears to be one of the reasons why women may 
not be tram conductors in London, although it 
does not prevent their being successful tram 
conductors elsewhere !—it does seem the height 
of hypocrisy to allow children of 12 and 13to be 
pressed into industry and agriculture. A 
pamphlet lately issued by the National Child 
Labour Committee in New York is a significant 
comment on this knotty problem; for it shows 
that the States possessing the largest number of 
child slaves are the States where women are not 
yet enfranchised. In Wyoming, where the 
women have had the Vote since 1869, there are 
only seventeen employed children under the age 
of 15!

Items of interest
The new Committee, appointed by Mr. Lloyd 

George, with the concurrence of the Home Secre- 
tary, to look after matters affecting the health 
and physical efficiency of munition workers, in- 
eludes six medical men, but not a single medical 
woman. This is an extraordinary omission, in 
view of the numbers of women and girls so 
employed. Only two women have been ap- 
pointed to the Committee, and they are not 
doctors.

1423

According to the Eaily Chronicle, some of the 
higher war wages now being earned in certain 
trades are being spent in working-class homes 
on labour-saving devices, such as vacuum- 
cleaners. It is a pleasant change to be told that 
the enormous incomes of working women are not 
being squandered entirely in the public house !

The Alabama Lower House gave a majority to 
the Woman Suffrage Bill, at the end of last 
month, of 52 votes to 43. The Bill did not pass, 
however, as a three-fifths majority is necessary 
for a constitutional measure, and the total fell 
short of that by 11 votes.

In view of the recent refusal of Scotland Yard 
to issue licences for women tram conductors in 

London, it is interesting to learn that 720 of 
these are employed in Glasgow, 262 in Sheffield, 
and 153 in Newcastle. Also that, last week, the 
tram receipts in Glasgow were greater than has 
ever been known before, thus showing that the 
women conductors are doing even more work 
than the men did.

The British Committee of the Women’s Inter­
national Congress will hold a Conference at the 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, next week, on 
Thursday and Friday, from 10.30 a.m. till 
5.30 p.m. Only subscribers are eligible for 
admission, and must apply for tickets not later 
than Thursday in this week.

TRAFALGAR SQUARE DEMON- 
STRATION

Sunday, September 26, at 4 p.m.
Bound up with the Budget ‘proposals, which 

press as heavily upon unrepresented women as 
upon represented men, is the whole question of 
women's economic, industrial, and political 
position. Advanced Trade Unionists, as well as 
Suffragists, recognise this fact; and the joint 
demonstration to be held in Trafalgar Square 
next Sunday, September 26, at 4 p.m., will be 
therefore of great interet and importance to 
women as well as to men who believe in the real 
equality of men and women;

Objects of the Demonstration
A great many subjects bearing upon this 

general question of the position of women will 
be discussed at the various platforms, including 
protests against taxes on wages, high food prices, 
and the sweating of women. But U.S. speakers 
will concentrate on those matters which form 
part of their programme at all times, and will 
deal with the Budget proposals from the point 
of view ■ of voteless women, and also with the 
question of women's wages in war work. They, 
will demand the enfranchisement of women and 
equal pay for equal work as between men and 
women.

U.S. Speakers
No one could set forth the United Suffragists’ 

standpoint in these vital matters better than 
Mrs. Pet hick Lawrence, who will represent the 
U.S. in Trafalgar Square next Sunday after- 
noon. There is no need in these columns to 
dwell upon Mrs. Lawrence's qualifications to 
deal with a subject of such immense importance 
at this critical moment. It is enough to make 
the announcement here that she will, speak on 
this occasion; our friends and supporters will 
need no urging to make them turn up in the 
Square in large numbers. Mrs. Ayrton Gould, 
lion, secretary of the U.S., will be the other 
speaker to represent the United Suffragists next 
Sunday. She also is too well known as a 
speaker to need more than this mention of her 
name.

: Other Speakers
Other societies represented will be the East 

London Federation of Suffragettes, Forward 
Cymric Suffrage Union, '" Herald " League, 
B.S.P. Dockets’ Union, Branches of the I.L.P., 
Amalgamated Toolmakers, Engineers and 
Machinists, Electrical Trades Unions, National 
Union of Railwaymen, and others.

. Among the speakers representing these 
numerous societies will be Mr. George Lansbury 
("Herald" League), Mr. John Scurr (U.S. and 
" Herald" League), Miss Sylvia Pankhurst 
(E.L.F.S.), and numerous representatives of 
Labour organisations, besides that well-known 
Suffragist, Mrs. Despard.
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Articles and News contributed for insertion 
in VOTES FOE WOMEN should be sent to 
The Editors, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 4-7, Red 
Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C., at the earliest 
possible date, and in no case later than first 
post Monday morning prior to the publication 
of the paper.

The Editors cannot hold themselves in any 
way responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts, though they will endeavour as 
far as possible to return them when requested 
if stamps for postage are enclosed. . MSS. 
should, if possible, be typewritten.

Subscriptions to the paper should be sent to 
The Publisher, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 4-7, 
Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C.

The terms are, post free, 6s. 6d. annual 
subscription, 3g. 3d. for six months inside the 
United Kingdom, 8s. 8d. (2dols. 25cents) and 
4s. 4d. (Idol. 15cents) abroad, payable in 
advance.

The paper can be obtained from all news- 
agents and bookstalls. In New York, at 
Brentano^; Messrs. Thacker, Spink, and Co., 
Calcutta; and at Handel House, Ltd., Eloff 
Street, Johannesburg.

VOTES FOR WOMEN
4-7, RED LION COURT, FLEET STREET 

Telegraphic Address :—Votfowom, Fleet, London. 
Telephone:—Holborn 5880 (2 lines).
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HOW MUCH MORE 
MUST WOMEN PAY 
FOR THEIR VOTE?

Scotland Yard—which, after all, is a Govern- 
ment department—let it be known that they 
had refused to give licences to women tram-con- 
ductors within the Metropolitan area—not be- 
cause women could not do the work, but be- 
cause if they once got it their occupancy of it 
was likely to remain permanent, and so, 
through the jealousy of men anxious hereafter 
to replace them, might breed trouble for the 
police. It was also felt that it would enable 
unfair pressure to be brought upon men toward 
enlistment. Whose interests in that case are

THE SOLDIER’S
By an Illogical Mother

KI T

GERALD GOULD REVIEWS

CASTING THE SILVER BULLETS
By JOHN SCURR

In this week’s issue of-—

66 THE HERALD
Read it and get 

Herald,” 21, Tudor
the book, price Is., from “The 
Street, London, E.C.

“REBEL WOMEN
By EVELYN SHARP

Author of “The War of All the Ages"

3

A NEW EDITION of the above book with

AN INTRO JUCTION BY ELIZABETH ROBINS
will be issued shortly by the United Suffragists

Price 1/- net.

Send your orders at once to the
HON. SEC. U.S.,

4-7, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street, E.C.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S FRANCHISE CLUB
9, GRAFTON STREET, PICCADILLY, W.

By the time this issue appears in print the . 
terms of Mr. McKenna’s War Budget will be . 
known; and women will have to do their best 
to remember, according to the orthodox teaching 
of the anti-Suffragists, that they are " getting 
good value for their money.” They must bear 
in mind that under war conditions both neces­
saries and luxuries have risen in price; and so,' 
both for the luxury of male government and for 
the necessarily unsafeguarded position in which 
they now find themselves amid an upheaved 
world of industry and finance, they will have to 
pay a heavier price than ever they paid before. 
Why should they not, it may be said, when men 
are doing the same ?
It is quite true that men are paying heavily for 

the upset of things for which male government 
throughout the world has to stand responsible. 
Yet we seem to remember that when eloquent 
Cabinet Ministers go out of their way to address 
the representatives of Labour and extol them for 
their patriotism and their sacrifices, they have 
also something very pertinent to say about 
guarantees and safeguards. No similar guaran­
tees and safeguards are offered to women for the 
price which they also are being asked to pay for 
the upheaval caused by other people, or for the 
use to-day and the discarding to-morrow of their 
services to the Nation in its need. Mr. Lloyd 
George told the munition workers recently that 
it was wrong for them to strike, and he told 
them very especially why. For the Govern- 
ment, he said, while requiring them to forego 
many Trade Union customs protective of the 
rights of Labour, had not only given an under­
taking that at the end of the war all these were 
to be restored’ but had also set hard and fast 
limits to the profits of the employers. To 
balance a diminution in the right of Labour to 
make terms a limit is to be set to the right of 
its employer to make profit. However contro-

the authorities consulting: the men’s or the 
wom en’s? Though this lies outside the in- 
equalities of the law, the inequality continues: 
it is administrative as well as legislative. And 
one can read between the lines of one of the 
resolutions at the recent Trade Union .Congress 
that Labour also approves and regards such in- 
equality of treatment as no more than the male 
worker’s due.

It is quite true that more recently still Mr. 
Asquith has called women to the Nation’s aid, 
out of their appointed sphere, " the home." 
" There is no field,” he declared in his speech 
last week at the reopening of Parliament, " of 
what is called national service in which at this 
moment women can do more- for their country " 
than in the work of the munition factories; and 
he added the promise that if the women would 
so give themselves, and if the men would put no 
hindrance in their way, the result would be " a 
gigantic and rapid stride in the solution of one 
of our most pressing problems." And there 
Mr. Asquith stopped, without offering to women 
balance, safeguard, or redress in the public field 
of service to which he now calls them. Is there 
no debt of honour remaining to be paid—some- 
thing which yesterday was regarded as contro- 
versial, but which under these changed condi- 
tions should become legislation by consent? 
Apparently not. Women are to pay the en- 
hanced price of war in money and service—and 
that is all. To them the balance due still re­
mains among those controversial topics whose 
settlement would " put an end to the party 
truce.”

Now let us see what this really means. Mr.

" Do you have to wear them?” I said 
dubiously.

It is nearly a year ago now since I first saw 
them—the pants and shirts, the socks and 
razors, the knife and fork and “ housewife,” 
that constitutes an army " kit," and both my 
son and I looked at them with no gratitude 
whatever.

It is a new feeling to be clothed by public 
contribution.

" Oh, we needn't iCear them," said Bobby 
cheerfully. " Got to carry them about and

owned a razor in civil life! 
good man and pointed out

I wrote to this 
again that many
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versial in peace time the balancing provisions 
might have seemed, their powerful Parlia- 
mentary representation-—and the fact that their 
political supporters share office in the Coalition 
Ministry—have insured to them that safeguard 
and guarantee shall come within the range of 
things done " by consent" ; and there is no sug­
gestion that these highly controversial expedi­
ents are a breach of the “ party truce”; for 
party, as represented in a tri-partite Govern- 
ment, has agreed to them. To these powerful 
political interests it becomes a national debt of 
honour to make concessions in return for 
concessions. . ' .

And now let us turn to the women and see 
how they are treated under like circumstances— 
under the great adverse change, that is to say. 
which has fallen upon their condition owing to 
the war. Has that brought balance and re­
dress and safeguard within the range of legis­
lation by consent? Has it even made the ad­
ministrative powers treat them as having a 
nearer equality of right in the Labour market 
with men? A week ago the authorities of

Asquith calls women to work in the munition 
factories. Mr. Lloyd George, by his activity as 
Minister of Munitions, has turned London into 
a great factory of munitions and war material: 
he has boasted of it, and if by that boast, as is 
at least arguable, Mr. Lloyd George has under 
the terms of international law given a military 
excuse for Zeppelin raids upon London, he has 
brought women into the firing line; and Mr. 
Asquith has invited them to take their place 
there alongside of men.

In the early months of the war Mr. Lloyd 
George announced that under modern war con- 
ditions the deaths among non-combatants in an 
invaded country were to combatants in the pro­
portion of at least three to one. But though 
that fact by itself sweeps away many an old 
Anti-suffrage argument, it may still ba said to 
be merely one of the accidents of war, and not 
a direct outcome of the acts of government. 
But the administrative initiative of a Minister of 
Munitions which makes London " a great 
arsenals’ and the summons of a Prime Minister 
to women to work in it—these are the acts of 
a government and the expression of its will. • By 
these acts they place women in a position of 
danger, which under quite likely circumstances 
may become as hazardous as that of our soldiers 
in the trenches, and have made it thenceforward 
their duty to stand under fire with men. Bui 
they have not given women the vote.

When women workers have been destroyed in 
an ammunition factory, or within their own 
doors in a city that the will of the Government 
has turned into a great arsenal, will not Mr. 
Asquith then admit that the price of citizenship 
has been paid 1

show them up, you know. Nuisance, isn’t it ?"
-" But what a waste” I said. " You needn’t 

wear them, and yet you’ve got to have them. 
And they say they can’t clothe the men fast 
enough, and the country’s paying.”

" Oh, well," Bobby said tolerantly, " army 
regulations, you know."

If Bobby had had a nice logical father, he 
would no doubt have agreed that his son, hav- 
ing joined the army as a private, must perforce 
carry about in his kit-bag all the clothes given 
to him, as well as those he was wearing of his 
own. But Bobby hasn’t a father, and I am an 
illogical female, and it seemed to me that a word 
in the right quarter might alter matters. In 
times of peace men who join the army may, no 
doubt, be glad of the clothes given them, but 
at present they are often not necessary. I had 
already discovered that the men need not be 
"insured persons" if they did not wish it—thus 
relieving the Government of a small financial 
burden. Why not relieve the Government a 
little more, and the carriers of the kit-bags too ?

So, like the foolish woman I am, I wrote to 
the Major, putting this point of view before 
him. The boys were carrying round stuff they 
did not need, and would never wear. The 
country was paying for it. Could not this be 
altered ?

The Major replied in one busy gasp : —
" Madam,—in reply to your letter, it is quite 

correct your son will have to carry with him all 
the articles you mention when he is on active 
service, and a good many things beside, and if 
he was in France now he wouldn’t part with any­
thing. When he has had a greater experience 
he will appreciate the necessity of carrying all 
his necessaries. Believe me, all these things are 
carefully thought out by our most experienced 
officers."

(A prize of a five shilling War Loan'voucher 
is cordially offered to the parson who finds the 
answer to my suggestion in this letter.)

As, naturally, the first thing any sensible 
young man would do on reaching France and 
finding himself burdened with a double load ‘ 
would be to drop what he didn't want down the 
nearest ditch, I did not feel as if I had got any 
farther. I quite see " the necessity " of carry­
ing the " necessaries," but my point was that - 
these were not necessaries. Later on, my son 1 
received more shirts; and one enterprising ] 
young man of whom I heard managed to secure 
eighteen !

My experience with the Major should have ;

young men from comfortable homes were carry­
ing kit they did not need, including unused 
razors. I said if he could get the authorities 
to allow these men to give up what they had, he 
would find enough razors, I thought, to satisfy 
those who had them not. When'I got his letter 
I knew for certain that I was indeed an illogical 
female. I append it, and offer the same prize 
as for letter No. 1.

" Dear Madam,—I thank you for yours of the 
10th instz I regretthat I cannot enter into a 
correspondence with you regarding Army Regu­
lations. The fact that your son has got a razor 
of his own will not deter me from making the 
most strenuous efforts to provide them for those 
who are not so fortunate as he. That there is a 
need for them is proved over and over again. 
For instance, by the same post as your letter 
came one from Trooper J. E——, who is serv­
ing with the N-----  H------  in France, asking 
me to send him a razor, having seen my 
letter • in the Manchester Guardian. As I am 
not interested in underclothing, I prefer not to 
discuss so delicate a subject with you. I am 
hoping that the complaints which you make in 
your letter do not come from your son, for if 
they did you must excuse my expressing the 
opinion that he would have been more suited for

his comfortable home than the army.—I am, 
dear madam, ——."

I suppose I upset the poor gentleman’s deli- 
cacy so greatly by my horrifying mention of 
underclothing—male underclothing—that his 
naturally logical mind received a shock, and he 
was unable to see that my point was proved by 
the two letters he got by the same post—one 
man with a razor to spare, another man wanting 
it. Realising what I had done to his modest 
mind—which I trust has by now risen above the 
shock—I felt I must not even resent his sneer 
at poor Bobby, who had nothing whatever to 
do with his tiresome mother’s bad behaviour.

This was all in the early days. Bobby knows 
what to do with his— (this is a woman’s paper, 
so I may mention these things)—underclothing 
now. A sergeant told him the answer to the 
query as to where his clothes were: “ One on; 
one in the wash." Quite unanswerable, but 
equally quite untrue. The clothing lies in 
Bobby’s wardrobe, unused, wasted, and when I 
look at it I wonder if I am quite so illogical 
as these good men would seem to think me; or 
if, after all, they are not quite so logical 
as they would have us believe. For they never " 
answered my question; and would it not be 
possible to save the country a little money in 
these and other ways if women had a chance to 
interfere ?

MR. GALSWORTHY’S NEW NOVEL
“THE FREELANDS" *

In " The Freelands " Mr. - Galsworthy has 
taken an incident in the war that never ends 
and that all reformers are engaged in pro­
secuting to a triumphant victory, and has pre- 
sented it with a sincerity and a poignancy that 
is almost unbearable. Of all the reforms that 
lie waiting for the woman’s help, reinforced by 
her political weapon, few perhaps are more 
pressing than that of the land and all that this 
means. Mr. Galsworthy has brought all his fine 
instinct for unnecessary suffering, all his 
capacity for seeing both sides of a question, to 
bear upon the problem round which his story 
revolves; and the picture he draws, as we have 
said, is so terribly true as to be almost unendur­
able. But it is never exaggerated and never 
sentimental; and in some ways his latest book 
seems to us to contain incomparably his finest 
work.

warned me that an illogical female cannot hope 
to arrive at the fine logical' male point of view; 
but, being only a foolish woman, I actually 
tried again.

I saw that a well-intentioned, industrious per- 
son was busy collecting “razors for the troops.” 
It is an odd thing, by-the-bye, that no young 
man who joins the army ever appears to have

The main incident of the story is a common 
one enough in real life—that of the eviction of 
a peasant by a landowner, who, with his wife is 
determined to purge the property he owns of all 
who do not happen to conform to his standard of 
conduct. In this case it is a labourer who wants to 
marry his deceased wife’s sister, a perfectly legal 
proceeding, of course, but one that does not 
happen to fit in with the religious code of his 
master’s wife. Every little detail of the story, 
leading up to the rick burning and ultimate con- 
viction and suicide of the man, could be matched, 
probably, at many a County Assizes. But Mr. 
Galsworthys story includes blessedly fine 
background of revolt against the existing state 
of things, and that is what makes his book so 
interesting to all rebels. Thefact that the 
particular rebellion he describes breaks down 
and the leader of it is disowned by his followers’ 
who return cowed to the safer paths of obedi- 
fence and submission, makes the story all the 
more realistic. Every reformer knows that the 
hardest thing he has to fight is the love of the 
slave for his chains. Where we think Mr.

Roinemant" sslands" By John Galsworthy. (London:

Galsworthy has been a little unnecessarily 
cynical is in his delineation of his women char- 
acters. Kirsteen, the mother of the boy and 
girl who stir up the agricultural labourers to 
revolt, is admirably sketched; but she remains 
a sketch. The daughter, Sheila, is evidently 
unsympathetic to the author; and her portrait 
gives one the impression of having been slurred 
over because of this. Nedda is more alive than 
anybody in the book, except perhaps Felix Free- 
land; and she has that irritating characteristic 
of so many of Mr. Galsworthy's women—one re- 
members it most distinctly in his play " Strife " 
—of failing to rise to the occasion when the 
occasion demands a certain greatness. She 
loves Derek, who is a born rebel; but she does 
not want him to be a rebel. Kirsteen tells her 
that if she marries a rebel she must be prepared 
to fight. Well, she is not prepared to fight; 
and the hardest part to bear of this tragic story 
is her temporary victory at the end, when Derek 
flings up rebellion and consents to go to New 
Zealand with her. We say "temporary" 
victory—for Derek certainly is not of the stuff 
to remain quiescent for long, and the real drama 
of both their lives—when the rebel in him shall 
break out again and find Nedda incompetent to 
cope with it—remains unwritten. We do not 
in the least maintain that there are not plenty 
of Neddas in the world, just as lovable and just 
as limited, or that they do not frequently attract 
men of Derek’s type and fetter them. But we 
rather hope that Mr. Galsworthy will some day 
give us a real rebel woman, a Nedda with some­
thing of Sheila in her, or a Sheila with some- 
thing of Nedda in her. It is a modern type that 
should appeal to him.

BOOKS RECEIVED
" Charles Baudelaire." By TheophiIe Gautier and 

Guy Thorne. (London: Greening. Price 10s 6d 
net.) .

“Paton’s List of Schools and Tutors,” 1915. 
(London : Paton. Price 2s.)
. The Woman of the Hill." By the Authoress of 
— Romance of a Harem.” (London: Greening. 
Price 1s. 6d. net.)



426 VOTES FOR WOMEN. SEPTEMBER 24, 1915..
SEPTEMBER 24, 1915. VOTES FOR WOMEN. 427

THE HOME
WAR

She was quite usual to look at; but I knew, 
directly we met, that she was the hundredth 
person. For while ninety-nine persons out of 
every hundred, in their effort to get through 
life conscience free, go about trying to find some 
reason for poverty that shall enable them to 
look the poor in the face, the hundredth person 
found it out before they were born. While they 
flounder hopelessly among sophistries founded 
principally on the reputed extravagance of the 
poor, the hundredth person knows that poor 
people are poor because they are poor, and rich 
people are rich because they are rich, and 
extravagant people are extravagant because 
they are extravagant. The hundredth person 
knows that while there may be something to be 
said for the theory that the poverty of the poor 
produces their extravagance, there is nothing 
whatever to be said for the theory that the 
extravagance of the poor produces their 
poverty ; and that, when all is said and done, if 
you deprive half the nation of any power over 
the Government that is responsible for Labour 
legislation, you cannot expect the employers to 
refrain from exploiting the unprotected half.

The Hundredth Person
The hundredth person, when I found her, was 

running a league of some sort to protect some 
portion of the unprotected half from the usual 
exploitation. But the league, good as it was, 
had just as much relation to our interview as 
social reform has to the eternal truths—no less 
and no more than that. Like any other per- 
son who is one in a hundred, she had long learnt 
that the only way to protect the helpless is to 
remove their helplessness; and that, if you 
can’t do that, it merely raises the plane of their 
distress to catalogue it in a card index. Indeed, 
her slightly ironic attitudeto her own league 
(which, by the way, has done as much as can 
be done remedially, thanks to its being run by 
the hundredth person while the other ninety- 
nine sit on the committee out of the way) re- 
minded me of the Yorkshire parson who, on 
being asked by his bishop if he would like a 
Quiet Day conducted episcopally in his parish, 
replied—" What we want in this village, my 
lord, is not a quiet day, but a revolution."

So, being sure that I had found the right 
person, I knew it was safe to ask her what dif- 
ference the war had made in the lives of the 
people at her end of the town. The wrong per­
son would probably have answered in the words 
of the Parliamentary War Savings Committee— 
" The national and vital activities of the country 
are now so great that people thrown out of em- 
ployment in the luxury trades can find work and 
serve their country in other ways.” The hun- 
dredth person said:—“Difference? It has sent 
up the cost of living thirty-four per cent." And 
when, trying to be fair to the other ninety -and- 
nine, I murmured " war bonus," she " told me 
off,” as we say in that eloquent district that 
stretches East of Aidgate Pump.

Starvation Wages all the Time
- It appears that, in spite of the war, and 
partly because of the war, starvation wages are 

■ the only wages still open to thousands of un- 
organised and politically helpless home-workers. 
It appears that while a Trade Board Act can 
fix a time rate for work of this kind, the custom 
is to pay it by piece rate, and only a mathe- 
matical genius can then prove whether an em- 
ployer is evading the Act or not. It appears

WORKER IN 
TIME

that the war, far from improving wages, has in 
many instances lowered them, as in the case of 
babies’ boots (Pathetic reflection! Are babies’ 
boots a "luxury trade "?), for which ninepence 
a dozen is paid where the price used to be ten- 
pence. It appears that our soldiers go to war 
equipped with khaki drill bags (made at the 
rate of 8d. a dozen), respirator bags (at Is. a 
dozen), and khaki ties (at 33d. a dozen), which 
have all been made out of the food of women 
and the milk of babes. And while the separa­
tion allowance h as withdrawn considerable num- 
bers of women from competition—thus proving 
that they do not, as the ninety-and-nine so con- 
fidently assert, earn sweated wages for fun— 
the case of the woman who has a husband in 
the infirmary instead of in the army, or no 
husband at all, is worse than it has ever been 
before. And there are still some five thousand 
of such home-workers in the densely populated 
district where the hundredth person runs her 
league.

" But can any one live on three-half pence an 
hour ?" I asked, as we went round to call on a 
home-worker who earned exactly that amount.

" You can starve on it," she answered, "till 
one day the coroner says‘ Death from natural 
causes,' and somebody else gets your job." . -

She told me a little more about Mrs. Bevan, 
as we threaded our way through narrow courts 
and along depressingly grey cobbled streets, 
where children swarmed restlessly like bees that 
have lost sight of their queen. She was a young 
woman, delicate, probably tuberculous like her 
husband who was at a sanatorium. At all 
events, she was not strong enough for the 
factory; besides, there was her little boy to look 
after. So she lived with him in a ground floor 
room in Sprigg's Alley, and made tea bags at a 
shilling a thousand, finding her own glue and 
paying her fares to and from the shop. "Tea 
bags?" I queried. " The paper bags we buy 
our tea in?” She nodded comprehendingly. 
" Yes,” she said. " Society sometimes pays the 
price in the end."

Sprigg’s Alley
Sprigg's Alley somehow suggested lavender, or 

at least scraggy lilac bushes against a blue sky 
The blue sky was there all right—heaven occa- 
sionally plays its part and the skies mercifully 
do not always fall in consequence!—but the 
rest of my imaginings were completely out of 
the picture. A cobbled pathway, strewn thick 
with tin cans and cabbage stalks, ran down a 
cul de sac between a double row of two-storeyed 
yellow brick' houses, each with its front yard 
greasy with refuse, and its broken-down, wooden 
wicket gate. The most ill-kept piggery of the 
most neglected estate would have been less un- 
savoury. And everywhere ran fleet, bedraggled 
children, adorable even in their grubbiness 
which surpassed anything I have yet seen in 
that direction. ,,

“Mrs. Bevan—she’s been gone a week, said 
the child in her elder sister's frock, who answered 
our knock. I looked over her head into the pit 
beyond, and wondered if I should ever drink tea 
again. A woman came to the door and shoved 
the child out of the way. ■ . •

" I kep' her as long as I could," she supple- 
mented. " I kep’ her close on a fortnight; then 
she was took to the infirmary. Yuss, she was 
very queer afore she went ; couldn't do no work, 
nor nothing. The grandmother's took the little 
boy.” . , - •

So somebody had left Spriggs Alley just in 
time to cheat the coroner’s verdict; and some- 
body else is fighting the Angel of Death by 
doing her job at three-half pence an hour.

“VOTES FOR WOMEN”
An Early Paper-seller

One of the first women to sally forth in. 
Kensington, some six or seven years ago, with a. 
Votes for Women bag at her side, was Mrs. 
Morrison, who, we greatly regret to hear, has. 
now been compelled to give up selling in the. 
street on account of her health. Mrs. Morrison,. 
who, by the way, is sister to Professor Gilbert. 
Murray, is an Australian, and therefore entitled 
to a vote in her own country.Ever since the. 
militant Suffrage movement started in the 
" Royal Borough," she has been a steady worker: 
in the Cause, selling Votes for Women at least, 
three days a week, standing out in all weathers, 
and probably accelerating the rheumatic com­
plaint which now compels her, most reluctantly, 
to desist from this active form of service.

We know everyone will congratulate Mrs. 
Morrison on her fine record, will also sympathise- 
warmly with her for the reason of her retire- 
ment; but the question is, who will come for­
ward to take her place on the kerb— in the 
trenches of our war that is not yet ended? That, 
is the kind of active sympathy that Mrs. Mor- 
rison wants to receive! -

From Mr. Gossip’s column in the " Daily Sketch" 
(September 20):—

" He was a subaltern in the Tube, and had pro- 
vided himself with reading matter against the 
weary journey. And this was his literary meal: 
Item, one pink sporting weekly. Item, the 
Methodist Recorder. Item, Votes for Women. 
And last, but not least, the Daily—but why 
should I not be modest for once? " •

CORRESPONDENCE
EQUAL WAGES FOR EQUAL WORK

To the Editors of Votes FOR Women.
Dear Editors —With referenda to the sixty 

women carriage cleaners employed on the Great 
Western Railway, and to their having asked for 
shorter hours, is not the explanation that these 
women find, when working ten hours, that it is 
impossible to attend to their children and homes? 
What domestic duties did the men, whose places, 
these women are filling, have to attend to? Did 
they go home and " clean their places down, ‘ get 
their meals, take their children to creches, &c.P 
It may be suggested that if they receive the same 
wages as men, they can pay someone to do this 
work for them. This suggestion opens up a most 
interesting point; ask any one of these women what: 
she would have to pay to have her home and chil- 
dren properly looked after while she is at work, 
and we shall arrive at the proper wage of the wife: 
and mother doing this work. Why is it that per- 
sons are so anxious to underrate women, and why 
do not these points occur to them when discussing 
a question of this kind? Is it because the average 
man hates the idea of equality and has no sense of 
justice?—Yours, &c.,

Kate E. CHANDLER.
8, Lancaster Road, Hampstead.

WOMEN TAXPAYERS
To the Editors of VOTES FOR Women.

Dear Editors, —At present the normal rate of In- 
come Tax is 2s. 6d. an the £, or the one-eighth part 
of one’s income. Where the income is " earned," 
this rate may be reduced to 1s. 64. in the £, which 
means a saving of 40 per cent. In order, however,, 
to secure this valuable relief, a formal claim must 
be lodged before September 30, as on this day 
the right to such relief automatically lapses. From 
long experience I have found that many women 
earners ignore, or even destroy, the Income ax 
forms which they receive, instead of giving them 
careful attention. When they subsequently find 
they are charged with Income Tax at the full rate: 
as the inevitable consequence of their neglect to 1 
up and return these papers, they are inclined to fee- 
aggrieved. , . . •

May I therefore offer this reminder in in­
terests of busy professional or business women who 
may have put their Income Tax forms on one side 
and forgotten them. As I have, within the last few 
days, found a medical woman under the impression 
that the tax on earned incomes was still 9d. 1 
the £. it is probable that similar misapprehensions 
regarding the present state of the Income Tax exists 
among other women.—Yours, &c., , _E. Ayres PURDIE.

The Women Taxpayers Agency. 5, 6, and 7, Hamp- 
den House, 3, Kingsway, W.C., September2 

This letter is inserted before the new Budget pro­
posals have been made public. — ED. Votes fob 
WOMEN.]

COMPARISON OF
LIGHT SENTENCES 

Offences Against Children
The Morning Advertiser (August 8) 

reports case of a labourer charged at 
West Ham Police Court, before Mr. 
A. A. Howard, with acting improperly 
towards children in the recreation 
ground. A constable gave evidence, 
and a park-keeper testified to previous 
offences. The magistrate called him a 
disgrace to his race and country.

Sentence : Six monthsi hard labour.

Cruelty to a Horse
The Woolwich Pioneer (Septem- 

ber 17) reports ease of a carman and 
.an employer, charged before Mr. 
Symmons at Woolwich Police Court 
with cruelty to a horse by working it 
and causing it to be worked when its 
condition was so bad that it had to be 
taken home iii a float. The animal 
was lame in both fare-legs, had large 
bony growths on fetlock joints and 
large sores on the shoulders. It was 
in great pain.

Sentence: Pined respectively 5s-} and 
1 and 18s. costs.

CONTEMPT OF COURT
More Important Than a Wife I

A curious instance of the value set 
upon a wife is recorded in the Morn­
ing Advzrtiser (September 15). A 
carman, summoned before the Bench 
at Stratford Police Court for assault- 
ing his wife, attacked her with still 
greater violence on being served with 
the summons, “ smashed up the 
home," and threw a teapot at her. 
According to the report from which 
we quote: “ The Bench said it was 
contempt of court to attack his wife i 
after receiving the summons, and sent 
lim to gaol for a month with hard 
labour.”

, This little incident is headed " Con- 
tempt of Court"; and we are forced 
to the conclusion that policecourt 
law attaches more importance to this 
offence than to a double assault upon 
a wife!

Should Husbands go to Prison?
With reference to the imprisonment 

of husbands for wife-beating (or any 
other offence, for that matter), a 
correspondent writes: " What becomes 
of the women and children when the. 
husbands are sent to prison? Who 
supports them? If they are left to 
starve the punishment is farcical; it 
falls again on the victim.”
How They Settle It in Washington 

State.
There is a great deal to be said for 

our correspondent’s contention, which 
opens up the whole economic position 
of the wife. One way out of the diffi­
culty has been found in Washington 
State, where one of the first measures 
passed after women won the Vote was 
one that is known as the Lazy Hus- 
band Act. Under this Act, the man 
who refuses to support his wife is not 
given the foolish and wasteful penalty 
of imprisonment, but is set to work on 
the country roads for a period not 
exceeding one year, during which time 
he receives board, lodging, and $1.50 
a day, which is handed over monthly to 
his wife and family. By this method 
the man is made to work, and often 
acquires steady habits which are main- 
tained on his release from detentin. 
There is no reason why some similar 
Act should not be passed in this 
ccuntry—or, rather, there is a reason 
which we need not specify to our 
readers!

"MOLESTING" WOMEN
We are glad to see that the Chair- 

man of the East Ham Bench (the 
Mayor, Alderman R. . Banks-Martin) 
spoke very strongly to a ship’s 
engineer, charged on September 17 
with " insulting behaviour" to three 
women to whom he spoke in the street.

PUNISHMENTS
HEAVY SENTENCES

Loitering to Commit Felony
The Morning Advertiser (Septem­

ber 18) reports case of a dealer, a 
deserter from the Army, charged 
before Mr. Hedderwick at North 
London Police Court with being 
found in a cloak-room supposed for 
the purpose of committing a felony. 
There were previous convictions for 
theft, once for stealing bedclothes.

Sentence: Twelve pionths' hard 
labour.

do with the new regulation, it is a 
fact that Suffrage agitation, which 
brings to notice legal discrimination 
against women, helps to effect minor 
reforms, even before the vote is won.”

Stealing 4s. 7d.
The Mornmg Advertiser (Septem- 

ber 17) reports case of a builder 
charged before Mr. Mead at Marl- 
borough Street Police Court with 
stealing a purse of the value, includ­
ing the contents, of 4s. 7d., from 
a hospital nurse. He had been last 
convicted under the Prevention of 
Crimes Act, and said lie had been 
working hard since then, but had 
fallen out of employment. .

Sentence: Three months' hard 
labour.

The Mayor is reported to have said : — 
" We look upon this offence of 

molesting women from a serious 
standpoint, especially now that the 
streets are very dark. We must do 
all we can to prevent any growth of 
this kind of thing at the present time. 
You will be fined the full penalty of 
40 s., or thirty-one- days.” He also 
commended the constable for having 
followed up the case.

The " Spoilt Darling ”
This severity with regard to an 

offence which causes the utmost annoy- 
ance to women who have to go about ■ 
their business after dark, and often 
leads to serious consequences, will be 
welcomed by women and decent- 
minded men generally. But we can- 
not help the further reflection that 
what is called " solicitation" in a 

woman, and is constantly punished by 
sentences given at the Sessions of six 
months’ hard labour, is merely called 
“insulting behaviour" when indulged 
in by men, and becomes an offence for 
which the maximum penalty is (appar-' 
ently) thirty-one days, or a paltry fine 
of 40s.! And then we are told by 
some people that woman is the spoilt 
darling of the law 1 .

New York Ahead of Us
An immensely important reform in 

this direction, we learn from the 
Suffragist (Washir gton), has just been 
effected by a new vagrancy law in 
New York, by which, for the first 
time, men who accost women in the 
street are to be placed on an equality 
with women who accost men. 
Hitherto, as in England, men have, 
been practically immune in this re- 
spect. Under the new law, offenders 
of both sexes may be sent to the work­
house for any period from ten days 
to six months, according to the gravity 
of the case, and without the option 
of a fine. We cannot well exaggerate 
the significance of this step forward 
in the woman’s movement towards 
equal rights with men.

The Suffragist adds : " Whether or 
not the Suffrage campaign now being 
waged in New York has anything to

COST OF THE HOME
An interesting correspondence has 

been going on in the Liverpool 
Express, regarding the rise in prices 
in the grocery and provision trade, 
and questioning whether those are 
justified. A writer in the issue of 
August 30, signing himself (or herself) 
" Justice," insists that " at some stage 
between the point where the pro- 
ducer begins and the point where the 
retailer finishes with the goods the 
public is being defrauded. How the 
trick is done," he adds, " I do not 
know, but the prices of provisions are 
certainly higher than they ought to 
be."

To prove his point, the writer gives 
an interesting list of “ rock-bottom 
prices which have been fixed by con- 
tract after competition, so they must 
not be regarded as the prices at which 
the same goods would be sold over the 
counter. They are far below those 
prices, but they . . . show how 
the prices have jumped up since the 
war broke out."
( Here is the list : —

Before the War To-day 
Tea 1/3 ..... ....................... 2/0
Case of lump sugar 19/6... £1/14/0 
Butter 1/1, .................. . 1/6}
Gran, sugar (14lbs.) 2/4 ... 3/9
Side of bacon at 9d. per lb 1/0 
Coffee 1/-................    1/3
Cheese . .............    Jld
Rolled oats 2/3 .............  3/0
Potatoes 3/-1.......... .......... 4/9 
Flour 19/- .......................... 1/5/6
Whether these prices are justified 

or not, it is quite clear how much the 
spending power of a sovereign has 
been reduced in the past year. Is 
there any one left to affirm that a 
woman has not as much right as a 
man to a voice in the great decisions 
of peace and war that cause such 
havoc in the daily lives of the people ?

BRITISH WOMEN'S HOSPITAL
Suffragist Actresses Help Our Allies

Actresses are well known for their 
Suffrage activities and for their gene- 
rosity in public works; and it is good 
to see the familiar address of the 
Actresses' Franchise League (2 , Robert 
Street, Adelphi, W.C.) and the fami- 
liar names of many who are associated 
with that League in connection with 
the new British Women's Hospital. 
Lady Forbes-Robertson is President of 
the Advisory Committee, Miss Lena 
Ashwell (also a member of U.S. Com- 
mittee) and Miss Edy th Olive are joint 
Hon. Treasurers; Miss Adeline Bourne 
is Hon. Organising Secretary, and 
Miss Nina Boucicault Hon. Secretary ; 
while the Committee is full of Suffra- 
gists known to our readers—Miss 
Winifred Mayo, Miss Inez Bensusan, 
Miss Eva Moore, Miss Decima Moore, 
Miss May Whitty, and many another.

The British Women's Hospital 
hopes to raise enough money—£50,000 
isasked for—to offer a fully-equipped 
hospital to our French Allies, a hos- 
pital unit to one of our other Allies,
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and to establish a Convalescent Home 
for our soldiers at home. To advertise 
a public meeting at His Majesty's 
Theatre on Friday, October 1, at 
3 p.m., a poster parade will leave the 
Embankment (Scotland House) to- 
morrow (Saturday) at 3 p.m., for which 
volunteers are much wanted. The 
theatre has been generously lent for 
October 1 by Sir Herbert Beerbohm 
Tree.

THISTLE TEA ROOMS
33, HAYMARKET, S.W.

(Opposite Piccadilly Tube Station.)

Light Luncheons.
Homemade Scotch DAINTIES 

A SPECIALITY.

ISLINGTON DENTAL SURGERY 
69, Upper Street, London, N.

MR. CHODWICK BROWN, Dental Surgeon, 
Mr. FREDK. G. BOUCHER, Assist. Dental Surgeon, 

Established 85 years.
Gas Administered daily, at 11 and 3, by 

a Qualified Medical Man. FEE 7s. 6d.
A record of 30,000 successful cases. ' Nurse 
in attendance. Mechanical work in all its 

branches.
The Best Artificial Teeth from 5s. 

Send Postcard for Pamphlet.
Telephone: North 3795.

No Show-case at door.

The “VERTEX”
POTTED MEATS & FISH
These Potted Meats and Fish are the 
" Summit of Perfection.” They are 
prepared with infinite care from the 
old-fashioned. recipes which have 
been so much appreciated in the 
past. All the well-known varieties 
are made and packed in neat glass 
pots, ready for the table.

A pot, 6}d. A doz. pots, 6/3 ■ 

SELFRIDGES 
PROVISION SECTIONS 
Goods Carriage Paid in British Isle8;\ 

Telephone: Gerrard ONE.
SELFRIDGE & Co., LTD., OXFORD ST., W.

REGAL CORSET PARLOR 
137 KENSINGTON HIGH ST.,W.
(Telephone: laer-"ester" 741.) - 28,

THE HOUSE 4 ...
FOR GOOD

CORSETRY

AT A
MODERATE /Y ft \

PRICE. 1

in"

W.B. 4
ELASTINE "4 
REDUSO

47
CORSET. I

No. 710. AAW.B.
VuuuvEostige P=dai9

White or grey coutil. Elastine insets over 1 
hips. Sizes up to 36. Price 40/A 

(Fitted free.) , 1Z/ 11



VOTES FORWOMEN
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS.

Single insertion, 24 words or less, 1s. 6d., Id. per word for every additional word (four insertions for 
the price of three).

All advertiaementa must be prepaid. To 
• nsure insertion in our next issue, all ad- 
torluementa must be received not later than 
Tuesday morning. Address, the Advertise- 
ment Manager, VOTES FOR WOMEN, 4-7, 
Red Lion Court. Fleet Street, E.C.

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE FORWARD CYMRIC SUF- 
— Wage UNION will take part in 
the Demonstration in Trafalgar Square 
on Sunday, September 26, at 4 p.m.

BOARD RESIDENCE. Etc.

Absolute Privacy, Quietude, and
Refinement, no extras. At the 

Buand Imperial Hotel, opposite Gaiety 
Theatre, ladies will find the freshest, 
warmest, daintiest, cosiest quarters; 
sumptuous bedroom, with h. and c. 
water fitted; breakfast, bath, attend- 
ance, and lights, from 58. 6d.; on pen- 
mon 9b.; special terms for long stay; 
Anest English provisions.—Manageress, 
4788 Gerrard.

Brighton. — TITCHFIELD
HOUSE, 21, Upper Rock Gardens, 

of Marine Parade. Good table, con- 
genial society. Terms from 27s. 6d. 
weekly.—Mrs. Gray, W.S.P.U.

ELIGHTFUL HOSTEL for Lady
Workers in banks, offices, &C.; 

beautiful . garden, like country, yet 
only id. from City, 11d. West End; 
partial board from 15s.—40, Highbury 
Grove, Highbury, N.

QLIGHT MENTAL CASES received
• by lady in her comfortable home 
near Surrey hills; terms, from 1 guinea 
a week.—Box 130, Votes for WOMEN, 
4-7, Red Lion Court, Fleet Street.

TO BE LET OR SOLD.

(IHELSEA.—Delightfully Furnished 
U Flat, antique furniture, linen, 
silver, books; drawing-room, dining, 
kitchen, large bedroom, bathroom 
(geyser); cheap.—Box 136, Votes FOR 
WOMEN, 4-7, Red Lion Court, Fleet 
Street, E.C.

Lofty Ground or Top Floor Room,
■ unfurnished, close to Met., ‘bus, 

and tubes; electric light, gas stove, bath, 
windows partly furnished.—" D.,’’ 35, 
Cambridge Place, Norfolk Square, Pad- 
dington.

ro LET for Winter Months.— Well- 
JL furnished modern cottage, on high 
ground, i mile from Nasthyde, 1: miles 
from Hatfield; 3 bedrooms (2 large 
double, 1 single), large sitting-room, 
kitchen, bath (hot and cold); every con- 
venience, good water supply, garden: 
caretaker in cottage adjoining could 
cook, clean, &c.; rent, £2 2s. per week, 
or offer.—Box No. 132, VOTES FOR 
Women, 4-7, Red Lion Court, Fleet
Street.

SITUATIONS VACANT.

■REQUIRED EARLY in OCTOBER, 
I reliable working housekeeper; 2 in 

family; must understand vegetarian 
cooking. Apply with full particulars to 
Rose, Chestnuts, Grosvenor Road, St. 
Albans.

BOOKS

a A PAGE BOOK about HERBS, 
O-" and HOW TO USE THEM, 
free. Send for one.—Trimmel], The 
Herbalist, 144, Richmond Road, Cardiff. 
Established 1879.

_________ JEWELLERY.________
WHY KEEP USELESS JEWEL- 
• • LERY?. The large London market 
enables Robinson Brothers, of 5, Hamp- 
stead Road, London, W., and 127, Fen- 
church Street, E.C., to give the best 
prices for Gold, Silver. Platinum, Dia- 
monds. Pearls, Emeralds, Silver Plate, 
Antiques, Old Teeth, &c., in any form, 
condition, or quantity. Licensed valuers 
and appraisers. Telephone 2036 North. 
All parcels, offer or cash by return of 
post.

EQUAL RIGHTS FOB MEN t WOMEN!

JOINT DEMONSTRATION
OF

SUFFRAGISTS AND TRADE UNIONISTS
IN ' _

TRAFALGAR SQUARE
ON

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, at 4 p.m.
To Consider the Budget Proposals and Demand
Votes for Women and Equal Pay for Equal Work

SPEAKERS—

MRS. PETHICK LAWRENCE — . .
_ __ _ 1. I (United Suffragists)

MRS. AYRTON GOULD J
MR. GEORGE LANSBURY; MISS SYLVIA PANKHURST; 
MR. W. C, ANDERSON, M.P. ■ MRS. DESPARD ; 
MR. JOHN SCURR; MRS. GANLEY; MR. H. M. HYNDMAN; 
MISS GRACE NEAL; MR. E. C. FAIRCHILD; and others.

Societies taking part.—United Suffragists, “Herald” League, East 
London Federation of the Suffragettes, Forward Cymric Suffrage Union, 
B.S.P., Dockers’Union, I.L.P., Amalgamated Toolmakers, Engineers and 
Machinists, Electrical Trades Unions, National Union of Railwaymen, 
National Union of Clerks, and others.

DO NOT FORGET TO BE THERE I

PROFESSIONAL.

MOTOR MECHANISM COURSES, 
— elementary and advanced; expert 
advice on electrical,. mechanical, and 
automobile engineering.—‘Miss C. Griff, 
Consulting Engineer, 48, Dover Street, 
W. Tel.: Gerrard 184.

TO GIRLS seeking a useful and 
attractive calling. Anstey College 

for Physical Training and Hygiene, 
Erdington, Warwickshire, offers a full 
teachers’ training in physical culture, 
including Swedish educational and 
medical gymnastics, dancing in all its 
branches, indoor and outdoor games, 
swimming, hygiene, anatomy, physi- 
ology, &c. Good posts obtained after 
training.

ELECTROLYSIS. Etc.

A NTISEPTIC ELECTROLYSIS I scientifically and effectually per­
formed. It is the only permanent cure 
for Superfluous Hair. Highest medical 
references. Special terms to those en- 
gaged in teaching, clerical work, &c. 
Consultation free.—Miss Marion • Lind- 
say, 12a, London Street, . Norfolk 
Square, W. Telephone: 3307 Padding- 
ton.

LAUNDRY.

A MODEL LAUNDRY. — Family I work a speciality. Dainty fabrics 
of every description treated with special 
care. Flannels and silks washed in dis

! tilled water. No chemicals used. Best 
i labour only employed. Prompt collec- 

tion; prompt deliveries.—Bullens, Cressy 
House Laundry, Reynolds Road, Acton 
Green, W.

AT YOUR SERVICE.—BEAVEN’S 
T AUNDRY, 90, Lavender. Road,
— Clapham Junction, S.W., collect 
and deliver by own vans, motor service, 
in all districts from Wimbledon to 
Westbourne Park. May we call on you? 
Family work only.

EDUCATIONAL

Boarding school FOR GIRLS.
Thorough training on modern 

lines.—Apply The Misses Arnold, The 
Old Grammar School, Stoke Golding, 
Nuneaton.

T INDUM HOUSE. BEXHILL-ON- 1 SEA. Boarding School for Girls on 
Progressive Thought lines. Principal: 
Miss Richardson, B.A. The school 
stands in its own grounds, where tennis, 
hockey, and cricket are played. Home 
care. Thorough tuition. Entire charge 
of children coming from abroad.

MODERN SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, 
- Letchworth.—Principal, Miss Cart- 
wright, M.A.; staff includes specialists 
and University graduates; pupil? pre­
pared for professional entrance exami- 
nations; bracing moorland air; home 
comforts.

MRS. MARY LAYTON, F.R.C.O. 
— (Hon. Organist to the W.S.P.U.). 
Voice Culture for Singers and Speakers. 
Private Lessons in Singing. Singing 
Classes and Ladies’ Choir. Please note 
change of address to ‘‘The Chalet,” 2, 
Fulham Park Road, S.W.

BUSINESS. Etc.

A THEENIC UNDERWEAR is cosy, 
— durable, and guaranteed unshrink- 
able. Get the maximum value at mini­
mum cost by buying direct from the 
actual makers. Write for patterns.— 
Dept. 31, Atheenic Mills, Hawick, Scot­
land.

BECHSTEIN PIANO, great bar­
gain; large Persian carpet, 3 

guineas.—11, Parkhurst Road, Hollo- 
way.

T) ECORATIONS, Alterations, Re- 
— pairs in good taste, at reasonable 
cost, by reliable workmen. Hand-sten- 
cilled friezes a specialty. Our scope ex- 
tends from the cheapest to the highest 
class of work. Quotations and advice 
free, at any distance.—Horace Busby 
(Member U.S.), 30, Woronzow Road, St. 
John’s Wood. Tel. 852 Hampstead.

TRINK DELICIOUS SALUTARIS 
— GINGER ALE. Absolutely safe; 
made from distilled water. Ask your 
grocer, or write Salutaris Company, 236, 
Fulham Road, London. S.W. (mention- 
ing this advertisement).

HUCKABACK TOWELLING of 
— genuine Irish Linen in bundles of 
Remnants, sufficient to make six full- 
size Bedroom Towels. Price 4s. 6d.; 
postage 6d. ■ extra. Catalogue free.— 
Write HUTTON'S, 167, Larne, Ireland.

T ADIES’ TAILORING.—We are 
— making a specialite this season of 
a coat and skirt to measure for 65s. 6d.; 
coat - lined silk.— Woosley, 6, Duke 
Street. Oxford Street, London, W. Four 
doors from Manchester Square.

PARTNER REQUIRED, Manufac- 
— taring business, good profits, in- 
vestment £1,500, under own control, 
active or - sleeping.—John Barrington 
and Co., . Accountants, 84, Chancery 
Lane, W.C.
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