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INTRODUCTION.

Ti5sa fingular injuftice which is often
exercifed towards women, firft to give
them a very defeftive Education, and
then to expedt from them the moft unde-
viating purity of conduct;—to train them
in fuch a manner as fhall lay them open
to the moft dangerous faults, and then
to cenfure them for not proving faultlefs.
1s it not unreafonable and unjuft, to ex-
prefs difappointment if our daughters
fhould, in their fubfequent lives, turn
out precifely that very kind of character
for which it would be evident to an un-
prejudiced by-ftander  that the whole
fcope and tenor of their inftruction had
been fyftematically preparing them ?

Some reflections on the prefent erroneous
fyftem are here with great deference fub-
mitted to public confideration.  The

a3 Author
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Author is apprehenfive that flie fhall be
accufed of betraying the interefts of her
fex by laying open their defeds : but
furely, an earneft with to turn their atten-
tion to objeéts calculated to promote their
true dignity, is not the office of an
enemy. . So to expofe the weaknefs
of the land as to luggeft the neceflity
of internal improvement, and to point
out the means of effectual defence, is not
treachery, but patriotifm.

Again, it may be objected to this little
work, that many errors are here afcribed
to women which by no means belong to
them exclufively, and that it feems to
confine to the fex thofe faults which
are common to the fpecies: but this is
in fome meafure unavoidable. In {peak-
ing on the qualities of one fex, the moralift
is fomewhat in the fituation of the Geo.
grapher, who is treating on the nature of
one country :—the air, foil, and produce
of the land which he is deferibing, canmot
il in many effential points to refemble

thofe




INTRODUCTIONs xi

thofe of other countries under the fame
parallel ; yet it is his bufinefs. to defcant
on the one without adverting to the other :
and though in drawing his map he may
happen to_ introduce fome of the neigh-
bouring coaft, yet his_principal attention
muft be confined to that country which
he propofes to- defcribe, without taking
into account the refembling circumftances
of the adjacent fhores.

Tt may be alfo objeéted that the opinion
here fuggefted on the ftate of manners
among the higher claffes of our country-
women, may feem to controvert the
juft encomiums of modern travellers,
who generally concur in afcribing:, a
decided fuperiority to the ladies: of this
country over thofe of - every other.
But fuch is the flate of foreign manners,
that the comparative praife is almoft an
injury to FEnglifb women. To be, flat-
tered for -excelling thofe: whole ftandard
of excellence is very low, is;but 2 de-

a4 grading




Xii INTRODUCTION. .

grading kind of commendation ; for the

value of all praife derived from {fuperi-
ority depends on the worth of the compe-
titor.  The chara@er of Britith ladies,
with all the unparalleled advantages they
poflefs, muft never be determined by a
comparifon with the women of other na-
tions, but by what they themfelves might
be if all their talents and unrivalled oppor-
tunities were turned to the beft account.
Again, it may be faid, that the Author
is lefs difpofed to expatiate on excellence
than error : but the office of the hiftorian
of human manners is delineation rather
than panegyric. Were the end in view
eulogium and not improvement, eulogium
would have been far more gratifying, nor
would juft objets for praife ‘have been
difficult to find. Even in her own limited
fphere of obfervation, the Author is
acquainted with much excellence in the
clafs of which fhe treats ; —with women
who, pofiefling learning which would
13 be

3




INTRODUCTION. xiit

be thought extenfive in the other fex, fet
an example of deep humility totheirown;—
womenwho, diftinguifhed forwit andgenius,
are eminent for domeftic qualities ;—who,
excelling in the fine arts, have carefully
enriched their underftandings ;—who, en-
joying great affluence, devote it to the
glory of God s—who, poflefling elevated
rank, think - their nobleft ftyle and title is
that of a Chriftian.—

That there is alfo much worth which is
little known, fhe is perfuaded ; for it is
the modeft mature of goodnefs to exert
itfelf quietly, while a few charalers of
the oppofite caft feem, by the rumour of
their exploits, to fill the world; and by
their noife to multiply their numbers.
1t often happens that a very fmall party of
people, by occupying the fore-ground, fo
feize the public attention, and monopolize
the public talk, that #hey appear to be the
great body : and a few active fpirits, pro-
vided their acivity take the wrong turn
and fupport the wrong caufe, feem to fill

the
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the {cene ; and a few difturbers of order,
who have

he talent of thus exciting a falfe

idea of their multitudes by their m

(chiefs
chiefs,

ell their num-

attually gain ftrength and fy
bers by this mmum ari

Lut

1metic.

nt work is no more in-

on. thofe pur

iman. praife be-

caufe they act from a hig h)r m

e, than
for a fatire on the avowedly licentiqus,
who,  urged by the impulfe of: th
moment .or led away by the love of
fathion, diflike not cenfure, fo it may

ferve " to refcue them from. negleét or
oblivion,

There are, however, multitudes of the
young and the well-difpofed, who have

as
0
t

vet ta

1 no decided part, who are juf
on the ocean of juft about
ons, and to

to lofe

their own right convi¢
counteract their better propenfities, unre-
luGtantly yiclding themfelves to be carried
s, fan-

ety. — To

down l.AL. Uuh (‘rA POI)\UHI’ PY;'.\UC
confident of faf

thefe




INTRODUCTION, xv

thefe the Author would gently hint, that,
when once embarked, ‘it will be no longer
eafy to fay to their paflions, or'even to their
principles, “ Thus far fhall ye go, and'no
¢ further.”

Should any reader revolt at what is
conceived to be unwarranted ftriéinefs in
this little book, let it not be thrown by in
difguft before the following fhort confider-
If in this Chriftian
country we are attually beginning to re-

ation be weighed

gard' the folemn office of Baptifm as
merely furnithing an article to the parifh
fe

regifter; — if ‘we' are” learning from
our indefatigable Teachers, to confider

this" Chriftian rite as a legal ceremony
fetained for the fole purpofe of recording
the age of our childres ;—then, indeed,
the prevailing Syftem of FEducation and
Manner:
to ani

on which thefe volumes prefume

7 be adopted with pro-
h fafety, with-

dvert, mz

pricty and perfifted in wi
out entailing .on. cur children or on our
ourfclves
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ourfelves the peril ‘of broken promifes or
the guilt of violated vows.——DBut, if the

obligation which Chriftian Baptifm i
pofes be really binding ;—if the ordinance

have, indeed, a meaning beyond a mere

fecular tranfaction, beyond a record of °

names and’ dates ;—if it be an inftitution
by which the child is folemnly devoted to
God as his Father, to Jefus Chrift as his
Saviour, and to the Holy Spirit as his
Sangtifier ; if there be no definite period
affigned when the obligation of fulfilling

the duties it enjoins fhall be fuperfeded ;
—if, having once dedicated our offspring
to their Creator, we no longer dare to
mock Him by bringing them up in igno-
rance of His Will and negle& of His
Laws ; —if, after having enlifted them
under the banners of Chrift, to fight
at enemies

againft the three g
d, we are no longer at liberty

manfull

of man
much
in alliance
inftead




INTRODUCTION. xvil

inftead of hoftility with thefe enemies ;—if
after having promifed that they thall re-
nounce the vanities of the world, we are
not allowed to invalidate the engagement 5
—if after fuch a covenant we thould
tremble to make thefe renounced vanities
the fupreme obje& of our own purfuit or
of their inftru@ion ; —if all this be really
fo, then the Strictures on Modern Educa-
tion in the firft of thefe Volumes, and on
the Habits of polifhed Life in the fecond,
will not bé found fo repugnant to truth,
and reafon, and common fenfe, as may
on a firft view be fuppofed.

But if on candidly fumming up the
evidence, the defign and fcope of the
Author be fairly judged,not by the cuftoms
or opinions of the worldly, (for every
Englith fubject has a right to obje& to
a fufpedted or prejudiced jury,) but by an
appeal to that divine law which is the only
infallible rule of judgment; if on fuch an
appeal her views and principles fhall be
found cenfurable for their rigour, ablurd

m
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in their requifitions, or prepofterous in
their reftrictions, fhe will have no right to
complain of fuch a verdi€, becaufe fhe
will then ftand condemned by that court
to whofe decifion fhe m]vnullv {ubnnits.
Let it not be hu) ected that the Author
arrogantly conceives he

rfelf to be exempt
from that natural cmrup:irm of the h

art
L of this flight

t the fuper

which it is

work to exhib

lioufly

erefls herfelf into the impeccable cenfor

‘of her fex undo( L!L,’ \\u‘ld; a if from

the criti

out Ll,u ;xul errors of Jnu[her

in whofe  welfare ' fhe
had not that I‘\JV in
the tender and intimate
felloy

reft  which can

only i’ow fr

ipation of eeling.

With a "'w) lelf-abafement  arifing
from a flrong convition of being indeed
a par rin the fame corrupt nature ;
together with a full perfuafion of the
many and great defeés of thefe Volumes,
and a fincere confcioufnefs of her inability
to

parti
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to do juftice to a fubje@ which, however,
a fenfe of duty impelled her to undertake,
fhe commits her[elf to the candour of that
Public which has fo frequently, in her
inftance, accepted a right in

fubftitute for a powerful performance.

Batu,
March 14, 1799
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Addrefs to women of rank and fortune, on
the ¢ffects of their influence on fociety.—
Sugge/tions for the exertion of it in various
inftances.

AMONG the talents for the application of
which women of the higher clafs will
be peculiarly accountable, there is one,
the importance of which they can fcarcely
rate too highly. This talent is influence.
‘We read of the greateft orator of antiquity,
that the wifeft plans which it had coft him
years to frame, a woman could overturn

VOL. I B in




ON THE' EFFECTS

2

in a fingle day ; and when one confiders
the variety of mifchiefs which an ill-
directed influence has been known to pro-
duce, one is led to reflect with the moft
fanguine hope on the beneficial effects to,

be expetted from the fame powerful force

when exerted in its true direction.

The general ftate of civilized {fociety
depends more than thofe are aware, who
are not accuftomed to fcrutinize into :the
iling
fentiments and habits of women, and
on the nature and degree of the-eftimation
1d.  Even thofe “who
admit the power of female elegance on
the manners of men, do not always attend

{prings of human action, on the prev

in which they are he

to the influence of female principles on
their charaéer. In the former cale, in-
deed, women are apt to be fufficiently
confcious of their power, and not back-

ward in turning it to account. But there
are nobler objects to be effeted by the
exertion of their powers, and unfortu-
nately, ladies, who are often unreafonably
confident where they ought to be diffident,
are




OF INFLUENCE. 3

are fometimes capricioufly diffident juft
when they ought to feel where their true
importance lies ; and, feeling, to exert it.
To ule their boafted power over mankind
to no higher purpofe than the gratification
of vanity or the indulgence of pleafure, is
the degrading triumph of thofe fair victims
to luxury, caprice, and defpotifm, whom
the laws and the religion of the voluptuous
prophet of Arabia exclude from light, and
liberty, and knowledge ; and it is humbling
to reflet, that in thofe countries in which
fondnefs for the mere perfons of women is
carried to the higheflt excefls, #hey are
Sawes ; and that their moral and intel-
le€tual degradation increafes in dire& pro-
portion to the adoration which is paid to
mere external charms.

But I turn to the bright reverfe of this
mortifying fcene; to a country where our
fex enjoys the bleflings of liberal in-
ftruction, of reafonable laws, of a pure
religion, and all the endearing plea-
fures of an equal, focial, virtuous, and
delightful intercourfe: I turn with an

B2 earneft




4 ON THE EFFECTS

earneft hope, that women, thus richly en-
dowed with the bounties of Providence,
will not content themfelves with polithing,
when they are able to reform ; with entet-
taining, when they may awaken ; and with,
captivating for a day, when they may bring
into action powers of which the effects may
be commenfurate with eternity.

In this moment of alarm and peril,
1 would call on them with a ¢ warning
¢ yoice,” which would flir up every
latent prineiple in their minds, and kindle
every flumbering energy in their hearts;
on them to come forward,
and contribute their full and fair pro-

I would

portion towards the faving of their country.
But I would call on them to come forward,
without departing from the refinement of
their charadter, without derogating from
the dignity of their rank, without blemith-
ing the delicacy of their fex: I would
call them to the beft and moft appropriate
exertion of their power, to raife the de-
prefled tone of public morals, and to
aken the drowfy fpirit of religious prin-
ciple.




OF INFLUENCE. 5

: ciple..  They know too well how ar-
bitarily they give the law to manners,
and with how defpotic a fway they fix
the ftandard of fathion. But this is not
enough ; this is a low mark, a prize not
worthy of their high and holy, calling.
For, on the ufe which women of the
{fuperior clafs may be difpofed to make of
that power delegated to them by  the
courtefy of cuftom, by the honeft gallantry
of the heart, by the imperious control of
virtuous affeftions, by the habits of civi-
lized ftates, by the ufages of  polithed
fociety ; on the ufe, I fay, which they
thall hereafter make of this influence, will
depend, in no low degree, the well-being of
thofe ftates, and the virtue and happinefs,
nay perhaps the very exiltence of that
fociety.

At this period, when our country can
only hope to ftand by oppofing a bold and
noble unanimity to the moft tremendous con-
federacies againftreligion,and order,and go-
yernments, which the world ever faw ; what

B3 an




6 ON THE EFFECTS *

an acceflion would it bring to the public
ftrength, could we prevail on beauty, and
rank, and talents, and virtue, confederating
their feveral powers, to come forward with

a patriotifm at once firm'afid feminine for .

the general. good! T am not founding an
alarm to female warriors, or exciting
female politicians : T hardly know which
of the two is the moft difgufting and
unnatural chara&ter. = Propriety is to a
woman what the great Roman eritic fays
altion is' to an orator'; it is the firft, the
fecond, the third requifite. A woman
may be knowing, aftive, witty, and amu-
fing ; but without propriety fhe cannot be
amiable.  Propriety is the centre in which
all the lines of duty and of agreeablenefs
meet. It is to charadter what proportion
is to figure, and grace to attitude. It does
not depend on any one perfetion ; but it is
the refult of general excellence. It fhews
itfelf by a regular, orderly, undeviating
courfe ; and never farts from its fober
orbit into any fplendid eccentricities; for
it

|
|
|




OF INFLUENCE. L

it would be afhamed of fuch ptaife as
it might estort by any aberrations from
its proper path. It renounces all com-
mendation but what is charaeriftic ; and
1 would make it the criterien of trde
tafte, Tight principle, and genuine feeling,
in -4 woman, whether fhe would be lefs
touched with all the flattery of romantic
and, exaggerated panegyric than with that
beautiful picture of corret and elegant
propriety, which Milton draws of our firft
mother, when he delineates

« Thofe thoufand decencies which daily flow
<« Trom all her words and aétions.”

Even the influefice of religion is to be
exercifed with difcretion, A female Po-
lemic wanders “almoft as far from the
limits prefcribed to her fex, as a female
Machiavel or warlike Thaleftris. Fierce-
nefs has made almoft as few converts as the
fword, and both are peculiarly ungraceful
in a female. Even religious violence has
human tempers of its own to indulge, and

B 4 is




8 ON THE EFFECTS

is gratifying itfelf when it would be thought
to be ferving: God: Let not the bigot
place her natural paffions to the account of
Chriftianity; or imagine fhe is pious when
the is only paffionate. ' Let her bear in
mind that a Chriftian do@rine
be defended with a Chriftian f

always to

t, and not
make herfelf amends by the floutnefs of
her orthodoxy for the badnefs of her tem-
per.  Many becaufe they defend a doc-
trine with pertinacity, feem to fancy  that
they thereby acquire a kind of right' to

withhold the obedience which fhould be

neceflarily inyolved in the principle.

rater of a confiftent Chrift-
carefully to be maintained, as
y difputant is to be avoided ;
and the who is ‘afraid to avow her prin-
ciples, or athamed to defend them, has
little claim to that honourable title, A pro-
fligate, who laughs at the moft facred in-
ftitutions, ‘and keeps out of the way - of
every thi

But the cha

ian is as
that of

which comes under the ap-
pearance of formal inftruction, may be dif-
concerted
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concerted by the modeft, but fpirited re-
buke' of a delicate woman, whofe life
adorns the do@rines which her conver-
fation defends: ‘but fhe who adminifters
reproof with ill-breeding, defeats the effe@
of her remedy.  On the other hand, there
is a ‘dithoneft way of labouring to con-
ciliate the favour of a whole company,
though of charafters and principles irre-
concilably oppofite. The words may be
foguarded as not to thock the believer,
while the eye and voice may be fo accom-
modated, as not to difcourage the-infidel.
She who, with a half earneftnefs, trims
between the truth and the fafhion ; who,
while the thinks it creditable to defend the
caufe of religion, yet does it in a faint
tone, a {tudied ambiguity of phrafe, and a
certain expreffion in her countenance,
which proves that fhe is not difplealed
with what fhe affeés to cenfure, or that
the is afraid to lofe her reputation for
wit, in proportion as fhe advances her

credit for piety, injures the caufe more




1 he who attacked it3 for fhe proves,
cither that the does not believe what fhe
profe at the does not reverence
what fear compels her to believe. But
this is not all: fheis called on, not barely

5 impiety, but to excite, to en-

or ik

to repre

courage, and to cherith every tendency to

ferious religion.

* the occafions of contributing
1 good which are daily pre-
flves to ladies, ‘are almoft
too minute to be pointed out. . Yet of the

good which” right-minded  women, anxi-

oufly watching tl inute occafions, and

ing them, might accomplifh,

adroitly fei
we may fotm fome idea by the ill-effedts
which 'we a&ually fee produced, through
the mere levity, carelefnefs, and inatten-
tion (to fay no worle) of fome of thofe
ladies, who are looked up to as ftandards
in the fafhionable world.

1 am perfuaded, if many a one, who
leminating unintended mifchief,

under the dangerous notion that there
is
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is no harm in any thing fhort of pofitive
vice, and under the falfe’ colours of that
indolent humility, ¢ What good can T
“'do?” could' be brought to fee in
its  colleted force the annual aggregate
of the random evil fhe is -daily doing,
by conftantly throwing a Zistle cafual
weight into the wrong fecale, by mere
inconfiderate - and unguarded chat, fhe
would  ftart. from her felf-complacent
dream. If fhe could conceive how much
fhe may be diminithing the good"impref-
fions of young men; and if fhe could
imagine how little amiable levity or irreli-
gion makes her appear in the eyes of thofe
who are older and abler, (however loofe
their own principles may be,) fhe would
corre& herfelf in the firft inftance, from
pure good nature; and in the fecond, from
worldly prudence and mere felf-love. But
on how much higher principles would fhe
reftrain herfelf, if fhe habitually took into
account the important doétrine of con-
fequences; and if fhe refleGted that the

lefler
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leffer but more ‘habitual corruptions make
up by their number, what they may feem
to come fhort of by their weight : then
perhaps fhe would find that, among the
higher clafs of women, inconfideration is
adding more to the daily quantity of
evil than almoft all other caufes put to-
gether.

There is an inftrument of inconceivable
force, ‘when it is employed againft -the
interefts of Chriftianity. Tt is not reafoning,
for that may be anfwered; it is not learn-
ing, for luckily theinfidel is not feldom
ignorant ;. it is not inve@ive, for we leave
¢ hands of the
vulgar; it is not evidence, for happily we
have that on our fide. Itis rrpicuLE,
the moft deadly weapon in the whole
arfenal of impiety, and which becomes an
almoft unerring fhaft when directed by
a fair and fathionable hand.” No maxim
has been more readily adopted, or is more
intrinfically falfe, than that which the
fafcinating eloquence of a noble feeptic of

the

fo ‘coarfe an engine to t
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the laft age contrived to render fo popular,
that ¢ ridicule is the teft of truth.” It is
no teft of truth itfelf; but of their firmnefs
who affert the caufe of truth, it is indeed
a fevere teft. This light, keen, miffile
weapon, the irrefolute, unconfirmed Chrift-
ian will find it harder to withftand, than
the whole heavy artillery of infidelity
united.

A young man of the better fort, having
juft entered upon the world, with a certain
fhare of good difpofitions and right feel-
ings, not ignorant of the evidences, nor
deftitute of the principles of Chriftianity ;
without parting with his refpeét for re-
ligion, he fets out with the too natural
with of making himfelf a reputation, and
of ftanding well with the fafhionable’ part
of the female world. He preferves for a

time a horror of vice, which makes it not
difficult for him to refift the groffer cor-
ruptions of fociety ; he can as yet repel
profanenefs; nay, he can withftand the
banter of a club. He has fenfe enough to

fee
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fee through the miferable fallacies of the

new philofophy, and fpirit enough to
expofe its  malignity. So.far he does
well, and you are ready to congratulate
him on his fecurity. You are miftaken : -
the principles of the ardent, and hitherto
promifing adventurer are fhaken, juft in
that very fociety where, while he was
looking for, pleafure, he doubted not  of
fafety. In the company of certain women
of good fafhion and no ill fame, he makes
fhipwreck of his religion. He fees them
treat with levity or derifion fubje&ts which
he has been ufed to hear named with
refpe@. He could confute an argument,
he could unravel a {ophiftry 5 but he
cannot ftand a laugh. A fneer, not. at
the truth of religion, for that perhaps s by
none of the party difbelieved, but at its
gravity, its unfeafonablenefs, its dulnefs,
puts all his refolution to flight. He feels his
miftake, and ftruggles to recover his credit;
in order to which, he adopts the gay affec-
tation of trying to fzem worle than he

9 really
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really is, he goes on to fay things which
he does not believe, and to deny things
which he does believe, and all to efface
the firft impreffion, and to recover a repu-
tation which he has committed to zheir
hands on whofe report he knows he
fhall ftand or fall, in thofe cir
he is ambitious to fhine,

cles in which

That cold compound of irony, irreligion,
felfithnefs, and fneer, which make up
what the French (from whom we borrow
the thing as well as the word) fo well
exprefs by the term perfiflage, has of
late years made an incredible progrefs
in blafting the opening buds of pi

ety in
young perfons of fathion. A cold plea-
fantry, a temporary cant word, the jargon
of the day (for the “great vulgar” have
their jargon) blights the firlt promife of
ferioufnefs. The ladies of fon have cer-
tain watch~ s, which may be detected
as indications of this fpirit. The clergy
are fpoken of under the contemptuous ap-
pellation of The Parfons, Some ludicrous

afociation
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aflociation is infallibly combined with ever

idea of religion. If a warm-hearted youth
has ventured to name with: enthufiafim
fome eminently pious character, his glow-
ing ardour is extinguifhed with a laugh ;

and a drawling declaration that the perfon

in queftion is 1 ighty barmlefs good
creature, is uttered in a tone which leads
the youth fecretly to vow,. that whatever
elfe he may be, he will never be a gobd
harmlefs creature. .
Nor is ridicule more dangerous to
true piety than to true tafte. An
age which values itfelf on parady, bur-

lefque, irony, and caricature, produces
little that is fublime, either in genius or in
virtue; but they amu/, and we live in an
age which mu/t be amufed, though genius,
feeling, truth, and principle, be the facri-
fice. Nothing chills the ardours of devo-
tion like a frigid farcafm ; and, in the
feafon of youth, the mind fhould be kept
particularly clear of all light affociations.
This is of fo much importance, - that I

4 have
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have known perfons who, having been
early accuftomed to certain, ludicrous com-
binations, were never able to get their

minds cleanfed ffom the impur
contrafted by this habitual levity, even
after a thorough reformation in their
hearts and lives had taken place: their
principles became reformed, but their ima-
ginations. were indelibly foiled. ~ They
could defift from fins which the ftricinels
of Chriftianity would ‘niot allow them to
commit, but they could not difmifs from
their ‘minds images, which her punty for-
bade them to entertain.

There was a time when a variety of
epithéts were thought neceffary to exprefs
various kinds of-excellence, and when the
«different qualities of 'the mind were dif-
tingaithed by appropriate and difcrimi-
nating terms ; when the words venerable,
learned, fagacious, profound, acute, pious,

ingeniomis, elegant, agreeable, wile, or
witty, ‘were ufed ‘as fpecific marks of
diftin& charatters. © But the legiflators of

VOL. I, c . fafhion
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fafhion have of late years thought proper
to comprife all merit in one eftablithed
thet, and it muft be confefled to be
a very defirable one as far as it goes.
This epithet is exclufively and indifcri-
minately .applied wherever commendation
is intended. "The word pleafant now ferves
to combine and exprefs all moral and

intelleGtual excellence. Every individual,
from the graveft profeflors of the graveft
profeflion, down to the trifier who is of np
\profeffion at all, muft carn the epithet of
pleafant, . ox muft be contented to be
nothing ; and muft be configned over tp
ridicule, under the vulgar and inex-
PY
is the: mo
a refpedable man, who, though of much

cant| word of a bore. This

fying defignation of many

worth and much ability, cannot perhaps

clearly make out his letters patent to-
the title of pleafant. . For, according to
this modern claffification, there is no inter-
mediate ftate, but all are comprifed within
the ample bounds of one or other of thefe

fwa terms.
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. We ought to be more on our guard
againft ‘this ‘fpirit of ridicule, becaufe,
svhatever “may be the charater of the
prefent day, its faults do not fpring from
the redundancies of great qualitics; or
the overflowings’ of extravagant virtues.
Tt is ‘well"if more corrett views of life,
a more regular adminiftration of laws,
and a more fettled ftate of fociety, have
helped to reftrain the excefles’ of the
heroic ages, when love and war were

confidered as the great and fole bufinefs of
human “life. ~ Yet, if that period was
marked by a romantic extravagance, and
the prefent by an™ indolent felfifhnefs, our
fuperiority is not fo triumphantly de
as, in the ‘vanity of our hearts, we may be

€

ready to imagine.
I'do not wifh to bring, back the frantic

reign of chivalry, nor to reinftatc women

in that fantaflic empire in which the:
then {2

t enthroned in the hearts, or rather
in the imaginations of men. Common
fenfe is an excellent material of univerfal

ciz application,
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application, which the fagacity of latter
ages has feized upon, and rationally
applied to: the bufinefs of .common life.
But let us not forget, in the infolence

of acknowledged fuperiority,  that it was .

religion and chaftity, operating on the
romantic fpirit of thofe times, which efta-
blifhed the defpotic {way of woman; and
though fhe now no longer looks down
on her adoring votaries, from the pedeftal
to which an abfurd idolatry had lifted
her, yet let her remember that it is the
fame religion and chaftity which once
raifed her to fuch an elevation, that muft
ftill furnifh the nobleft encrgies of her
charaéter,

While we lawfully ridicule the abfurd-
ities which we have abandoned, let us
not plume ourfelves on that {pirit of
novelty which glories in the oppofite ex-
treme.  If the manners of the period
in queftion were affected, and if the gal-
lantry was unnatural, yet the tone of
virtue was high; and let us remember
that
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that" conftancy, purity, and honour, are
not’ ridiculous in'themfelves, though they
may unluckily be affociated with  qualities
which are fo't and women of delicacy
would ‘do well to refle@, when defcanting
on thofe exploded manners, how far it be
decorous to deride with too broad a laugh,
attachments which could fubfilt on remote
gratifications ; or grofly to ridicule the
tafte which led ‘the admirer to facrifice
pleafure to refpet, and inclination to
honour; to fneer at that purity which
made felf-denial a proof of affection, and
to call in queftion the found underftanding
of him who preferred the fame ‘of his
miftrefs to his own indulgence.

One cannot but be ftruck with the
wonderful contraft exhibited to our view,
when we contemplate the manners of
the two periods in queftion. In the
former, all the flower of Europe fmit with
a delirious gallantry ; all that was young
and noble, and brave and great, with
a_fanatic frenzy and prepofterous con-

c3 tempt
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tempt of danger, traverfed feas, and fcaled
mountains, and compafled a large portior
of the globe, at the expence of eafe, and
fortune, and life, for the unprofitable pro-
ject of refeuing, by force of arms, from the
hands of infidels, the fepulchre of that Sa-
viour,
pofterity would think it the height of fa-

whom,. in the other. period, their

naticifin fo much as to name in good com-
pany : whofe altars they defert, whofe
temples they neglect ; and though in more
than one country at leaft they fill call
themfelves by his name, yet too many, it
is to be feared, contemn his precepts, ftill
more are athamed of his dotrines, and
not a few rejedt his facrifice. Too many
confider Chriftianity rather as a political
than a religious diftin@tion; too many
claim the appellation of Chriftians, in mere
oppofition to that Democracy with which
they conceive infidelity to be affociated,
rather than from an abhorrence of impiety
for its own fake ; and dread irreligion as
the badge of a reprobated party, more
than
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thah on account of that moral corruption

which is its infeparable concomitant.
But in an age when inverfion is the
order of the day, the modern idea of
improvement does not confift in altering,
but extirpating. We do not reform, but
fubvert. We do not correét old fyftems,
but demolifh them ; fancying that when
every thing fhall be new it will be perfet.
Not to have been wrong, but to haye been
at all, is the crime. Excellence is no
longer confidered as an experimental
thing which is to grow gradually out
of obfervation and practice, and to be
improved by the :accumulating additions
brought by the wifdom of fucceflive ages.
Our wifdom is not flowly perfected by
age and gradual “growth, but a goddefs
which ftarts at once, full grown, mature,
armed cap-a-pee, from the heads of our
modern thunderers. = Or rather, if I may
* change the allufion, a perfet fyftem is
now expeted inevitably to {pring at once,
like the fabled bird of Arabia, from the
athes of its parent; and, like that, can re-
c4 ceive




ceive its birth no other way but by the de-
ftruétion of its predeceffor.

Inftead of clearing away what is re-
dundant, pruning what is cumberfome,
fupplying what is defetive, and amending
what s wrong, we adopt the indefinite
rage for radical refc
in altering Lord Peter

n of Jack, who
* coat, fhewed his
zeal by crying out, “ Tear away, brother
¢ Martin, for the love of heay en; never

¢ mind, fo you do but tear away.”

This tearing fyftem has unqueftionably
rent away fome valuable parts of that
ftrong, ri

> native {tuff, which formed the
ancient texture of Britith manners, ‘That
we have

ained much I am perfuaded ;
that we have loft nothing I dare not there-
fore affirm.  But though it fairly ex-
hibits a mark of our improved judgment
to ridicule’ the fantaftic notions of love and
honour in" the heroic ages; let us not
rejoice that that fpirit of generofity in
fentiment; and of 3

rdour in piety, ‘the

Swift’s ¢ Tale of 4 Tub.”

{
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" exuberancies of which were then fo incon-
venient, are now -funk, as unreafonably
low. That revolution of manners which
the unparalleled wit and genius of Don
Quixote fo_happily effected, by, abolifhing
extravagancies the moft abfurd and perni-
cious, was fo.far imperfect, that fome vir-
tues which he never meant to expofe, felk
into difrepute with the abfurdities which
he did : and it is become - the turn of the
prefent tafte to attach in no fmall degree
that which is ridiculous to that which is
ferious. and heroic. Some modern works of,
wit have affifted in bringing piety and
fome of the nobleft virtues into contempt,
by ftudioufly affociating them with-oddity,
childifh fimplicity, and ignorance of the
world : and unneceffary pains have been
taken to extinguifh that zeal and ardour,
which, however liable to excefs and error,
are yet the fpring of whatever is great and
excellent in the human charadter. The
novel of Cervantes is incomparable; the
Tartuffe of Moliere is unequalled ; but

9 - true




26 ON THE E¥rrcr$

true generofity and true religion will never
Iofe any thing of their intrinfic value,
becaufe knight-errantry and hypocrify are
Iegitimate objects fot fatire.

But to return from this too long di- .
greffion, to-the fubject of female influence.
Thofe who have not watched the united
operation of vanity and feeling on a youth-
ful mind, will not conceive how much
lefs formidable the ridicule of all his own
fex will be to a very young man, than
that "of thofe women to whom he has
been taught to look up as the arbitreffes of
elegance.  Such an one, I doubt not,
might be able to work himfelf up, by the
force of genuine chriftian principle, to
fuch a pitch of true heroifm, as to refufe
a challenge, (and it requires more real
courage to refufe a challenge than to
aceept one,) who would yet be in danger of
relapfing into the dreadful pufillanimity of
the world, when he is told that no woman
of fathion will hereafter look on him but
with contempt. While we have cleared

Le away
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away the rubbith of the Gothic ages,: it
were to be withed we had not retained the
moft criminal of | all - their inftitutions.
‘Why chivalry fhould indicate a-madman,
while:its leading obje&, the fingle combat,
thould defignate a gentleman, has not yet
been explained. = Nay the original motive
is_loft, while the finful pratice is con-
tinued ; for the fighter of the. duel no
longer pretends to be a glorious redreffer
of the wrongs of ftrangers ; no longer con-
fiders himfelf as pioufly appealing to hea-
ven for the juftice of his caufe; but
from the flavifh fear of unmerited re-
proach, often felfifhly hazards the happt-
nefs of his neareft connedtions, and always
comes forth in dire¢t defiance of am
acknowledged command of the Almighty.
Perhaps there are few occafions in which
female influence might be exerted to 2
higher purpofe than in this, in which laws
and confcience have hitherto effected fo
little. But while the duellift (who per-
haps becomes a duellift only becaufe he

‘was
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was firft ‘a2 feducer) ‘is “welcomed' with
fmiles); . the" more hardy youth, who, “be-
canfe hei fears ‘niot' man but God, declines
a:challenge ; 'who' is" refolved’ to “brave
difgrace rather than commit finy; would be
treatediwith' cool” contempt by thofe very‘
perfons towhofé efteernhie might reafonably
looky as ‘one’"of the rewards ‘of his trué
and fubftantial fortitude.

How-thenis it to be reconciled with'the
decifions of principle; that delicate women:
fliould receéive ! with complacency the fuc-
cefsful Tibertine, who has béen detedted by

injured hufband
the difcovery of*

the wretched fdther or th

in" alcriminal comm

which has too juftly banifhed the unhappy
partner of his crime from virtuous fociety ?
Nay, if he happen to be very handfome, or
very brave, or very fafhionable, is there
not fometimes "a kind ‘of difhonoufable
§ competition for his favour? But, whether
his popularity be derived from birth, or
parts, or petfon, or (what is often" a fub-
his having - made

his

flitute for “alt) from
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his way into -geod' company,” Wonien of
diftinction fully the fanQity of wirtue by
the too vifible pleafure they fometimes ex-
prefs. at the attentions of fuch -a: popular
libertine, whofe voluble fmall-talk they ad-
mire, and whofe f{prightly ‘nothings they
quote, and whom -perhaps their very fa-
vour tends to prevent from becoming a
better chara&er, becaufe he finds himfelf
more acceptable as he is,

May I be allowed to introduce a new
part of my fubje, by remarking that it is
a - matter of inconceivable  importance,
though not perhaps fufficiently: confidered,
when any popularwork, not on a religious
topic, but on any common fubje&, fuch as
politics, hiftory, or {cience, has happened
tobe written by an author of found Chriftian
principles? It may not have been neceffary,

- nor prudently practicable, to have a fingle
page in the whole work profeffedly religious:
but ftill, when the living principle informs
the mind of the writer, it is almoft im-
poffible but that fomething of its fpirit will

diffufe
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diffufe itfelf even into fubjeés with whick
it fhould feem but remotely connected,
It is at leaft a comfort to the reader,
to feel that heneft confidence which refults
from knowing that he has put himfelf into.
fafe hands ; that he has committed himfetf
t0 an author, whofe known principles are
a pledge that his reader need not be
driven to wateh himfelf at every ftep with
anxious circumfpeétion ; that he need'not
be  looking on. the right hand and on
the left, asif he knew. there were pitfalls
under the flowers which are delighting him.
And it is no fmall point gained, that on
fubjects in which you do not look to
amprove your religion, it is at leaft fecured
from deterioration.  If the Athenjan laws
were {o. delicate that they difgraced any
one who thewed an inquiring traveller the
wrong road, w

difgrace, among Chrift-
15, fhould attach to ' that author, who,
Wwhen a youth is inquiting the road to
hifto: ¢ts him to blaf-

phemy and unbelief.

In
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in animadverting farther on the reign-
ing evils which the times more parf ticularly
demand that women of rank and influence
thould reprefs, Chriftianity calls upon them
to bear their decided teftimony againft
every thing which is notorioufly contri-
buting. to the public corruption. It calls
upon them to banifh from their drefling
rooms, (and oh, that their influence could
banifh from . the libraries of their fons and
hufbands!) that fober and unfufpected
mafs of mifchief, which, by affuming the
plaufible names of Science,. of Philofophy,
of Arts, of Belles Lettres, is gradually ad-
miniftering death to the principles of thofe
who would be on their guard, had the
- poifon been labelled with its own pernicious
title.  Avowed attacks upon revelation
are more eafily refifted, becaufe the ma-
lignity is advertifed. = But who fufpeds
the deftru@ion which lurks under the harm-
lefs or inftruive names of General Hiffory,
Natural Hiftory, Travels, Voyages; L
Encyclopedias, Criticifm, and  Romance 2
Wha
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Wko will deny that many of ‘thefe works
contain much admirable matter’; brilliant
paffages, important fadls, juft defcriptions,
faithful pi€tures of nature; and valuable
illuftrations of fcience? But while ¢ the
¢ dead fly lies at the bottom,” ‘the Whole
will ‘exhale a corrupt and peftilential
ftench.

Novels, which chiefly ufed to be dan-
gerous in one refpet, are now beconie
mifchievous in'a thoufand, = They are
continually fhifting their ground, and
enlarging their fphere, and are daily be-
coming vehicles of wider mifchief. -~ Some-
times they concentrate their force, and are
at once employed to: diffufe deftructive
politics, deplorable profligacy, and impu-
dent infidelity. Roufleau was the firft
popular dilpenfer of this complicated drug,
in which the deleterious infufion was
firong, and:the effe& proportionably fatal.
For he does not attempt to feduce the
affections but through the medium of the
principles. He does not paint an innocent
woman,
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woman, ruined, tepenting, and reftored ;
but with a far more mifchievous refine.
ment, he annihilates the value of chaftity,
and with pernicious fubtlety attempts to
make his heroine appear almoft more ami-
able without it. He exhibits a virtuous
woman, the vitim not of temptation but
of reafon, not of vice but of fentiment,
not of paflion but of convi€tion; and
ftrikes at the very root of honour by
elevating a crime into a principle. With
a metaphyfical fophiftry the moft plaufible,
he debauches the heart of woman, by che-
rifhing her vanity in the erection of a fyf-
tem of male virtues, to which, with a lofty
dereliftion of thofe that are her more pecu-
liar and charaQeriftic praife, he tempts her
to afpire; powerfully infinuating, that to
this fplendid fyftem chaftity does not necef-
farily belong: thus corrupting the judg-
ment and bewildering the underftanding,
as the moft effectual way to inflame the
imagination and deprave the heart.

voL. 1. D The
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The rare mifchief of this-author

i ‘his power of feducing by falfehood

>fe minds are

thofe who love truth, but wl
ftill wavering, and whofe principles are
-d. He allures the warm- -

not yet fo
hearted to ér ¢ vice, not becaufe they

prefer vice, but becaufe he gives to vice fo

natu r of virtue: and ardent and

enthufiattic youth, too confidently trufting

teacher, will

y and in. thei

. they: are in-

of the, loofe and ill-
(if I may change
was a net of fuch

to. entangle ‘innocence  and.

fence, as the writings of.
the victim does
s, becaufe part:

imagining' that

Some
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./ Some of our recent popular publications
have adopted and enlarged all the mifchiefs
of this fchool, and the principal evil arifing
from'them is, that the virtues they exhibit
are almoft more dangerous than the vices.
The  chief materials out of which thefe
delufive fyftems are framed, are charaters
who praétife fuperfluous aéts of generofity,
while' they are trampling on obvious and
commanded duties; who combine inflated
fentiments of honour with aétions the moft
flagitious 5 a high tone of felf-confidence,
with a perpetual neglect of felf-denial : pa-
thetic apoftrophes to the paffions, but no at-
tempt to'refift them. They teach, thatchaf-
tity is only individual attachment; that no
duty exiits which is not prompted by feel-
ing; that impulfe is the main fpring of
virtuous aftions, while laws and religion
are only unjuft reftraints; the former im-
pofed by arbitrary men, the latter by the
abfurd - prejudices of timorous and un-
enlightened confcience. Alas! they do
not know that the beft creature of impulfe

D2 that
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that ever lived is but a wayward, unfixed,
unptincipled being! that the beft natural
man requires a curb; and needs that ba-
lance to the affe@ions which Chriftianity
alone can furnifh, and without which bene- -
volent propenfities are no fecurity to virtue.
And perhaps it is not too much to fay, in
fpite of the monopoly of benevolence to
which the new philofophy lays claim, that
the human duties of the fecond table have
never once been well performed by any of
the rejetors of that previous portion of the
Decalogue which enjoins duty to God.—In
fome of the moft fplendid of thefe charac-
ters compaffion is erected into the throne
of juftice, and juftice is degraded into the
rank of plebeian virtues. Creditors are
defrauded, while the money due to them
is lavithed in dazzling a&s of charity
to fome obje&t that affects the fenfes;
wwhich fits of charity are made the fponge
of every fin, and the fubftitute of every
virtue : the whole indirely tending to
intimate how very beneuolent people are who
are
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are not Chriftians.” From many of thefe
compofitions, indeed, Chriftianity is fyf-
tematically, and always virtually excluded 5
for the law, and the prophets, and the
gofpel can make no part of a fcheme
in which this world is looked upon as all
in all; in which want and mifery are con-
fidered as evils arifing folely from human
governments, and not from the difpenfa-
tions of God ; in which poverty is repre-
fented as merely a political evil, and the
reftraints which tend to keep the poor ho-
neft, as the moft flagrant injuftice. The
golpel can make mo patt of a fyftem in
which the chimerical proje&t of confum-
mate earthly happinefs (founded on the
pretence of loving the poor better than
God loves them) would defeat the di-
vine plan, which meant this world a fcene
of difcipline, not of remuneration. The
gofpel can have nothing to do with a
fyftem in which fin is reduced to a little
human imperfection, and Old Bailey crimes
are foftened down into a few engaging

D3 weak-
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weaknefles ; and in which the turpitude of
all the vices a man himfelf commits, is done
away by his candour intolerating all ‘the
vices committed by others.

But the part of the fyftem the moft fatal
to that clafs whom I am addrefling is, that
even in thofe works which do not' go .all
the length of treating marriage as. an
unjuft infringement on. liberty, and a
tyrannical dedution from general happi-
nefs 3 yet it commonly happens that the
hero or heroine, who has pracically
violated the letter of the feventh com-
mandment, and continues to live in the
allowed violation of its fpirit, is painted
as'fo amiable and fo benevolent, fo tender
or fo brave ; and the temptation is repre-
fented as fo irrefyftible, (for all thefe philo-
fophers are fatalifts,) the predominant and
cherithed fin is fo filtered and purged of
its pollutions, and is fo fheltered and fur-
rounded,and relieved with fhining qualities,
that the innocent and impreflible young
reader is brought to lofe all horror of the
awful
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*awhul crime in queftion, in the complacency
fhe feels for the engaging virtues of the
criminali

But. there is another objet to which 1
would dire& the exertion of that power of
female influence of which I am {peaking.

“Thole ladies who take the lead in fociety
are loudly called upon to a&t as the
guardians of the public_tafte " as well as
They are called

of the public
upon therefore, to oppofe with the w hole

weight of -their influence, the irruption

of thofe fwarms of publications now
daily iffuing from_ the banks of the
Danube, which,; like ‘their ravaging pre-
deceffors of the darker ages, though with
far other arms, are overrunning civilized
fociety. Thofe readers, whofe purer tafte

has. been formed on the correft mode
of the old claffic fchool, fee with indigna~
tion and aftonifhment the Huns and Vin-
dals once more overpowering the Greeks
and Romans. They behold our minds,
with a retrograde but rapid motion, hur ried

D4 back
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back to the reign of ¢ chaos and ol
“ night,” by terrific and unprincipled
compofitions, which unite the tafte of the
Goths with the morals of Bagfhot *,

Gorgons, and Hydras, and Chimeras dire!

and by wild- and mis-fhapen fuperftitions,
in which, with that con/j/2ency which forms
fo ftriking a feature of the new philofophy,
thofe who deny the immortality of the foul
are moﬁ cager-to introduce the nnchmcry
ghofts.

I‘he writings of the French infidels were
fome years ago circulated in England with
uncommon induftry and with fome effeét s
but the plain fenfe and good principles
of the far greater part of our countrymen
refifted the attack, and rofe fuperior to the
trial.  Of the do@rines and principles here
alluded to, the dreadful confequences, not

* The newf{papers announce that Schiller’s Tragedy

of the Robbers, which inflamed the young nobility
of Germany to iulift themfelves into a band of
highwaymer

1 to rob in the forefts of Bohemia, is

now atting in England by perfons of quality !

only
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‘only in the unhappy country where they
originated and were almoft univerfilly
adopted, but in every part of Europe
where they have been received, have been
fuch as to ferve as a beacon to furrounding
nations, if any warning can preferve them
from deftruction.  In this country the
fubjet is now fo well underftood, that
every thing that iffues from the French
prefs is received with jealoufy ; and a work,
on the firft appearance of its exhibiting the
do@rines of Voltaire and his aflociates, is
rejefted with indignation.

But let us not on account of this
vitory repofe in confident fecurity. The
modern apoftles of infidelity and im-
morality, little lefs indefatigable in dif-
perfing their pernicious dotrines than the
firft apoftles were in propagating gofpel
truths, have indeed changed their weapons,
but they have by no means defifted from
the attack. 'To deftroy the principles of
Chriftianity in this ifland, appears at the
prefent moment to be their grand aim.
Deprived of the affiftance of the French

prefs,
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prefs, they are mow' attempting ‘to'attain

cir obje@ under the clofe and more

1 literature. * Con-

1 veil of Gern

art

fcious that religion and morals will ftand
or fall together, their attacks are fome-
d againft the one and fomie-’

ther, - With ftrong oc-

times 2

1 attachment

cafional profeflions of gen

to both ‘of thele leavour to

intereft the fecli f the reader, fome-

favor of icular ‘vice,

time:
of fome
sion. - Poetry

as well as

lofophical as, well

tions of every book which

1likely to be of
]

{e in corrupt-
t or mifleading the under-
In many of-t tranflations,
flages; which, - though

"01\""(‘[ pa
ed in*Germany, would h
o cited
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cited difguftin England, are wholly omitted,
in order that the ‘mind may be more cer-
tainly, though more {lowly, prepared for
the full effet of the fame poifon to be
adminiftered in a fironger 'degree at

another period.

Let not thofe to whom: thefe .pages
aré addreffed deceive themfelves, by fup-
pofing this to be a fable ; and let them
inquire moft ferioufly whether 1. fpeak
truth, in afferting ‘that the attacks of
infidelity in Great Britain arc a 2
moment - princij direéted  againt
female breaft.  Con
of ‘women in civil fociety, confcious of the
effeét which female infidelity produced in

cious of ‘the influence

France, they attribute the ill fuccefs of
their attempts in this country, ‘to their
having been hitherto chiefly addreffed to
the male fex. They are now feduloufly
labouring to -deftroy the religious princi-
ples of women, and in too many inftances
have fatally fucceeded. ~ For this pur-
pofe not only novels and romances have

14 been
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been made the vehicles of vice and in.
fidelity, but the fame allurement has been
held out to the women of ‘our country,
which was employed by the firft philofophift
1o the firft finner—Knowledge.  Liften to,
precepts of the new German enlighit-
eners, ind yon need no longer remain
in that fituation in which Providence has

placed you! Follow their examples, and
vou fhall be permitted to indulge in all
thofe gratifications which cuftom, not reli-
gion, has tolerated in the male fex |

Let us jealoufly watch every deepening
thade in the change of manners ; let us
mark every ftep, however inconfiderable,
whofe tendency is downwards. Cor-
Tuption is neither flationary nor retro-
de; and to have departed from modefty
is already to have made a progrefs. Tt is
not only awfully true, that fince the new
principles have been afloat,
been  too eagerly

women have
inquifitive after thefe
us compofitions ; but it is true alfo

> Withanew and offenfive renunciation

6

of
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of their native delicacy, many wonen of cha-
raéier make little hefitation in avowing their

familiarity with works abounding with prin.
ciples, fentiments, and defcriptions, ¢ which
¢ fhould not be fo much as named among
<« them.” By allowing their minds to come
in conta& with fuch contagious matter,
they are irrecoverably tainting them ; and
by acknowledging that they arc aftually
converfant with fuch corruptions, (with
whatever reprobation of the author they
may qualify their perufal of the book, ) they
are exciting in others a moft mifchievous
curiofity for the fame unhallowed gratifica-
tion. Thus they are daily diminifhing in
the young and the timid thofe w
feruples, by which, when a tender con-
{cience ceafes to be intrenched, all the fub-
fequent ftages of- ruin are gradually facili-
tated.

We have hitherto fpoken only of the
German <writings ; but becaufe there are
multitudes who feldom read, equal pains
have been taken to promote the fame objet
hrough

olefome




6 oN

e

through the medium of ‘the ftage: and
this weapon is, of all others, ‘that againft
nt moment, the

which it is, at . the pre
moft important to warn the more incon-
fiderate of my countrywomen.

As a fpecimen of the German drama, it

may not be unfeaflonable to offer a few

marks on th

alter of

viods of :the

Stranger.  In this |

an ad /s, which, in al

world, ancient as well as mo

rn, in all

countries, heathen as well as ha

erto been held in deteftation, and has

hith

never been introduced but to; be repro-

bated, is for the firlt prefented to

afcinat-

our view in the: moft pleafing anc
ing colours. = The heroine is a woman
¢tion-

and the moft amiable, and lived for

who forfook a hufband the moft affe

1e time in the moft criminal commerce
1 her feducer. Repentin,
her crime, fhe buries herfelf in retirement,

wil at length of

The talents of the poet during the whole
piece are exerted in attempting to render
thi
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this woman the ‘obje& not “only“of ‘the

compaffion and forgivenels, but of 'the’
éfteem and affeCtion, of the audi

injured hufband, convin

tepentance,  form

piecy will probably ‘app

her offence, and prom her through

fid“fortune;

life his mcc, prmc{t:on,

the German
q

But-this
author.

are emplayed, and it

is to be feared but too fuccefsfully, in
.

c

making the audience confider the h

while

as an unrelenting favage,
led by the art of the poct anxioufly to

with to fee an adu

rank of women who hz
moft folemn covenant th
man, nor difobeyed one

y God.
About

laws which has been enj
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About the fame time that this firft
attempt at reprefenting an adultrefs in an
exemplary light was made by a German
dramatift, which forms an @ra in man-
ners; a dired vindication of adultery was,
for the firft time attempted by a woman, a
profe{fca admirer and imitator of the
German fuicide Werter.  The female
Werter, as the is ftyled by her biographer,
aflerts, in a work intitled ¢ The Wrongs
¢ of Women,” that adultery is juftifiable,
and that the reftritions placed on it by
the laws of England conftitute one of the
Wrongs of Women.

And this leads me to dwell a little
longer on this moft deftruive clafs in the
whole wide range of modern corruptors,
who effe the moft defperate work of the
paflions, without fo much as pretending
to urge their wislence in extenuation of
the guilt of indulging them. They folicit
this very indulgence with a fort of cold-
blooded fpeculation, and invite the
reader
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reader” to the moft unbounded gratifica-
tions, with all the faturnine coolnefs of a
geometrical calculation.  Theirs is an ini-
quity rather of phlegm than of fpirit : and
in the peftilent atmofphere they raife about
them, as in the infernal climate deferibed
by’ Milton,

The parching air*
Burns frore, and froft performs th? effect of fire.

This cool, calculating, intellectual wick-
ednels eats out the very heart and core of
virtue, and like a deadly mildew blights
and fhrivels the blooming promife of the
human fpring. Its benumbing touch com-
municates a_torpid fluggithnefs, which pa-
ralyzes the foul. It defcants on depravity,
and details its groflelt adts as frigidly as if
its object were to allay the tumult of the
paffions, while it is letting them loofe on
mankind, by ¢ plucking off the mu
of prefent reftraint and future accountable-

* ¢ When the north-wind bloweth it devoureth the
¢ mountains, and burneth the wildernefs, and confum-
< cth the grals as fire.”  Ecclef. xL zo.

VOL.Te E nefs.
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nefs. The fyftem is a dire infufion com-
pounded of bold impiety, brutifh fenfus
ality, and exquifite folly, which creeping
fatally about the heart checks the moral
circulation, and totally ftops the pulfe of
goodnefs by the extinftion of’ the wvital
principle. Thus not only choaking the
ftream of actual virtue, but drying up the
very fountain of future remorfe and re-
mote repentance.

The ravages which fome of the old of-
fenders againft purity made in the youth-
ful heart, by the exercife of a fervid but
ion on the paflions,

licentious imagin
was like the mifchief effeted by floods,
cataradts, and volcanos. The defolation

indeed was terrible, and the ruin was tre-

mendous: yet it was a ruin which did

not infall

bly preclude the poffibility of re-

The country, though deluged and
ated, was not utterly put beyond the
r of reftoration. The harvefts indeed
te deftroyed, and all was wide fterility.
But, though the crops were loft, the /eeds
of
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" of vegetation were not abfolutely eradi-
cated; fo that, after a long and barren
blank, fertility might finally return.

But the heart once infected with this
newly medicated venom, fubtil though
fluggith in its operation, refembles what
travellers relate of that blafted fpot the
dead-fea, where thofe devoted cities once
ftood which for their pollutions were burnt
with fire from heaven. It continues a
ftagnant lake of putrifying waters. No
wholefome blade ever more fhoots up; the
air is {o tainted that no living thing {ubfifts
within its influence. Near the fulphureous
pool the very principle of life is anni-
hilated.— All is death,

Death, unrepealable, eternal death!

But let us take comfort. Thefe projects
“are mot yet generally realifed. Thefe
atrocious principles are not yet adopted
into common pradtice. Though corruptions
feem with a confluent tide to be pouring
in upon us from every quarter, yet there
is ftill left among us a difcriminating judg-
E2 ment,
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ment.  Clear and {trongly ‘marked dif-
tin€tions  between right and wrong fill
fubfift. ~ While ‘we - continue to cherifh
this fanity of mind, the cafe is not defpe-
rate.. Though that crime, the growth of
which always exhibits the moft irrefragable
proof of ‘the diffolutencfs of public man-
ners; though that crime, which cuts up
order and virtue by the roots, and violates
the fandtity of vows, is awfully increafing,
>Till fenates feem,

For purpofes of empire lefs conven’d

"Than'to releafe the adult’refs from her bonds ;
yet, thanks to the furviving efficacy of
a holy religion, to the operation of vir-
tuous laws, and to the energy and unfhaken
integrity with which thefe laws are now

adminiftered ; and moft of all perhaps to,

a ftandard of morals which continues
in force, when the principles  which
lanctioned /it are no more; ' this crime,
in the female fex at leaft, is ftill held
in juft abhorrence ; if it be pradifed, it is
not honourable; if it be committed, it
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is not juftified ; we donot yet affett to
palliate its turpitude; as yet it hides its
abhorred head in lurking privacy; and
reprobation bitherto follows its publicity.

But on vour exerting your influence,
with juft application and increafing energy,
may in no fmall degree depend whether
this corruption fhall ftill continde to be
refifted. For, from admiring to adopting,
the ftep is fhort, and the progrels rapid;
and it is in the moral as in the natural
world ; the motion, in the cafe of minds
as well as of bodic\s, is accelerated as they
approach the ' centre to which. they are
tending.

O ye to whom this addrefs is particu-
larly direted! an awful charge is, in
this inftance, committed to your hands;
as you difcharge it or fhrink from it,
you promote or injure the honour of
your daughters and the happinefs of
your fons, of both which you are the
depofitaries. And, while you refolutely
perfevere in making a ftand againft the

E3 encroach-
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encroachments of this crime, fuffer not
your firmnefs to be fhaken by that af-
fe@tation of charity, which is growing into
a general fubftitute for principle. Abufe
not fo noble a quality as Chriftian can-
dour, by - mifemploying it in inftances
to which it does not apply. Pity the
wretched woman you dare not coun-
who has ¢ made

ter nd blefs &

i

“you to differ.”” If unhappily the be
your relation or friend, anxioufly watch
for the period when fhe fhall be deferted
by her betr
Chriftian off
Gal

er; and fee if, by your
the can be fnatched from
But if, through the

erpetuity of v
Divi
the fhould

tient endeavours,

¢ blefling on your

¢r be awakened to remorfe,

be not anxious to reftore the forlorn
penitent to that fociety againft whofe laws
he has fo grievoufly offended; and re-
member, that her foliciting fuch a reftora-

ti furnithes but too plain a proof that

fheis not the penitent your partiality would
believe ; fince penitence is more anxious

to
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to make its peace with Heaven than with
the world. Joyfully would a truly contrite
{pirit commute an earthly for an everlaft-
ing reprobation! To reftore a criminal to
public fociety, is perhaps to tempt her to
repeat her crime, or to deaden her repent-
ance for having committed it, as well as to
injure that fociety ; while to reftore a
ftrayed foul to God will add luftre to your
Chriftian charatter, and brighten your
eternal crown.

In the mean time, there are other evils,
ultimately - perhaps lcmlihg to this, into
which we are falling, through that fort of
fafhionable candour which, as was hinted
above, is among the mifchievous character-
iftics of the prefent day ; of which period
perhaps it is not the fmalleft evil, that vices
are made to look fo like virtues, and are fo
affimilated to them, that it requires watch-
fulnefs and judgment fufficiently to analyze
and difcriminate. There are certain'women
of good fafhion who pradtife irregularities
not confiftent with the ftrictnefs of virtue;

E 4 while
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while their good fenfe and knowledge of
the world make them at the fame time
keenly alive to the value of reputation.
They want to retain’ their indulgences,
without quite forfeiting : their credit ; but
finding their fame faft declining, they art-
fully cling, by flattery and marked atten-
tions, to a few perfons of more than ordi-
nary charalter; and thus, till they are
driven to let go their hold, continue to
prop a falling fame.

On the other hand, there are not want-
ing women of diftinétion, of very correc
general conduét, and of no ordinary fenfe
and virtue, who, confiding with a high
mind on what they too confidently call
the integrity of their own hearts ; anxious
to deferve a good fame on the one
hand, by a life free from reproach, yet
fecretly too -defirous, on ‘the other of
fecuring a worldly and fafhionable re-
putation 5 while their  general affociates
are perfons. of honour, and their gene-
yal refort places of fafety ; yet allow them.
felves
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felves to be occafionally prefent at the
midnight orgies of revelry and gaming,
in houfes of no honourable . eftimation ;
and thus help to keep up charadters,
which, without their fuftaining hand,
would fink to their juft leyel of contempt
and reprobation. While they are hold-
ing out this plank to a drowning repu-
tation, rather, it is to be feared, fhewing
their own ftrength than affifting an-
other’s weaknefs, they value themfelves,
perhaps, on mnot partaking of the worft

parts of the amufements wi

h may be
carrying on ; but they fan&tion them by
their prefence; they lend their counte-

nance to corruptions they fhould abhor,
and their example to the young and inex-
perienced, who are looking about for
fome fuch fan&tion to juftify them in
that which they were before inclined to,
but were too timid to have ventured upon
without the protetion of fuch unfullied
names. Thus thefe refpectable charaders,
without looking to the general confe-

7 quences
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quences of their indifcretion, are thought-
lefsly employed in breaking down, as it
were, the broad fence which fhould ever
feparate two very different forts of fociety,
and are becoming a kind of unnatural
link between vice and virtue.

"There is a grofs deception which even
perfons of reputation pradife on them-
felves. They loudly condemn vice and
an abftrat principle ;  nay,

they ftigmatize them in perfons of an op-
pofite party, or in thofe from whom they
themfelves have no profpet of perfonal
advantage or amufement, and in whom
therefore they have no particular intereft
to tolerate evil. But the fame diforders
are viewed without abhorrence when prac-
tifed by thofe who in any way minifter to
their pleafures. Refined entertainments,
Tuxurious decorations, fele&t mufic, what-
cver furnifhes any delight rare and exqui-
fite to the fenfes, thefe foften the feverity
of criticifm ; thefe palliate fins, varnifh
over the flaws of a broken charaéter, and
extort
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extort not pardon merely, but juftifi-
cation, countenance, intimacy ! The more
refpectable will not, perhaps, go all the
length of vindicating the difreputable vice,
but they affeét to difbelieve its exiftence
in the individual inftance; or, failing in
this, they will bury its acknowledged tur-
pitude in the feducing qualities of the
agreeable delinquent. ~ Talents of every
kind are confidered as a commutation for
a few vices, and fuch are made a paffport
to introduce into honourable fociety cha-
ralters whom their profligacy ought to ex-
clude from it.

But the great objeé to which vou who
are, or may be mothers, are more efpe-
cially called, is the education of your
children. If we are refponfible for the
ufe of influence in the cafe of thofe over
whom we have no immediate control, in
the cafe of our children we are refponfible
for-the exercife of acknowledged power
a power wide in its extent, indefinite in its
effedts, and ineftimable in its importances

On
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On vou, depend in no fmall degree-the
principles of the whole rifing generation.
To your . diretion the daughters are
almoft exclufively committed ; and until a
certain -we, to you alfo is configned the.

mighty privilege of forming the hearts
and minds of your infant for By the
blefling of God on the principles you
fhall, as far as it depends on you, infufe

into both fons and daughters, they. ‘will
hereafter ¢ arife and call you bleffed.”
And in the great day of general account,
may every Chriftian mother be enabled
to fay, with humble
confidence, to her Maker and Redeemer,
<« Behold the children whom thou haft
¢« given me "

Chriftianity, driven out from the reft
of the world, has ftill, blefled be God!
a ¢ ftrong hold” in this country., ' And

e B ,
through divine grac

though it be the fpecial duty of the ap-
pointed ¢ watchman, now that he feeth
¢ the fword come upon 'the land, to
¢ blow the trumpet and warn the people,
¢ which
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<« which if he negle& to do, their blood
< fhall be required of the wz

¢ hand *:” yet, in this facred g

chman’s

rifon,

impregnable but by n ?, You too have
ani.awful poft, that of arming the
minds of the rifing generation ¢ with the
¢ fhield of . faith, \whereby they fhall, be
< able to quench the fiery darts of the
? that of girding them with
< that fword of the Spirit which is the
¢ word of God.” If you neglett this
your bounden duty, you will have eflec-
tually contributed to expel Chriftianity
from her lalt citadel. ~And, remember,
that the dignity of the work to which you
are called, is no lefs than that of preferv-
ing the ark of the Lord.

<« wicked ;

&

iel, xxxiil. 6,
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On the education of womens—The prevailing
Jiftem tends to ¢ftablifh the errors which
it ought to correct.—Dangers arifing from

an exceffive cultivation of the arts.

I - is far from being the objeét of: this

flight work to offer a regular plan of
female ‘education, a tafk which has been
c ly affumed by far abler

but it is intended rather to fug-

geft a few re s on the reigning mode,

which, though it has had n regy-

rifts, appears to be defedtive, not only in a

few particulars, but as a general {yftem.
There are indeed numberlefs honourable
exceptions to an obfervation which will be
thought fevere ; yet the author queftions
if it be not the natural and dire& tendency
of the prevailing and popular fyftem, to
excite and promote thofe very defeéts,
which
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which it ought to be the main end' and
objec of Chriftian’ education to remove 3
whether, inftead of directing this important
engine to attack and deftroy vanity, felfith-
nefs, and inconfideration, that triple alliance
in league againft female virtue; the com-
bined powers of inftruction are not fedu-
loufly confederated in confirming their

ftrength and eftablifhing their empive ?
1f ‘indeed the material fubftance, if the
body and limbs, with the organs and
{enfes, be really the more valuable objects
of attention, then there is little room for
animadverfion and improvement. But if
the immaterial and immortal mind ; if the
heart,  out of which are the iffues of
¢ life,” be the main concern ; if the
great bufinefs of education be to implant
ideas, to communicate knowledge, to form
a corre(t tafte and a found judgment, to
refift evil propenfities, and, above all, to
feize the favourable fealon for infufing
principles and confirming habits ; if cdu-
cation be a fchool to fit us for life, and
life
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life: be a fchool to fit us for. eternity 5
if fuch, I repeat it, be ‘theichief work
and grand ends of education; it may then
be worth inquiring how far:thefe cnds
are likely to be effected: by: the:prevailing
{yftem. ;
Is it not a fundamental error to confider
¢hildre
weaknefles “may perhaps want fome cor-

as inniocent beings, -whofe little

retion, rather than as beings who bting
into the world a corrupt nature‘and evil
difpofitions, which it fhould be'the'great
tion to re@ify? This appears
tion-truth, that if

end of ed

a found

d ‘what quality is moft im-
portant in an infiru&or of youth, I fhould

not hefitate to reply, fuch a firong im-

fhould inf
together with fuch a deep view.gnd thorough
knowledge of the human beart, as [hould
be neceffary for developing and contralling its
moft [
let us remember that to Anow the world,
as

and complicated wworkings. And
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4s it is called, that is, to know its local
manners, temporary ufages, and evanefcent
fafhions, is not to know human nature : and
where this prime knowledge is wanting,
thofe natural evils which ought to be
counteracted will be foftered.

Vanity, for inftance, is reckoned among
the light and venial errors of youth ; nay,
fo far from being treated as a dangerous
enemy, it is often called in as an auxiliary.
At worft, it is confidered as a harmlefs
weaknefs, which fubtraés little from the
value of a charalter; s a natural effer-
vefcence, which will fubfide of itfelf, when
the firft ferment of the youthful paffions
thall have done working. But thofe know
little of the conformation of the human,
and efpecially of the female heart, who
fancy that vanity is ever exhaufted, by the
mere operation of time and events. Let
thofe who maintain this opinion look into
our places of public refort, and there be-
hold if the ghoft of departed beauty is not
to its laft flitting fond of haunting the

VOL. I. F fcenes
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fcenes of its paft pleafures; the foul, un-
willing (if T may borrow an allufion from
the Platonic mythology) to quit the fpot
in ‘which the body enjoyed its former
delights, ftill continues to hover about the
fame place, though the fame pleafures are
no longer to be found there. Difappoint-
ments indeed may divert vanity into a
new direftion ; prudence may prevent it
from breaking out into exceffes, and age
may prove that it is  vexation of fpirit ;>
but neither difappointment, prudence, nor
age can cure it; for they do not corredt
the principle. Nay, the very difappoint-
ment itfelf ferves as a painful evidence of
its protracted exiftence.

Since then there is a feafon when the
youthful muft ceafe to be young, and the
beautiful to excite admiration; to grow
old gracefully is perhaps one of the rareft
and moft valuable arts which can be taught
to woman. It is for this fober feafon of
life “that education fhould lay up its rich
refources. However difregarded they may
hitherto
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hitherto have been, they will be wanted
now. When admirers fall away, and
flatterers become mute, the mind will
be driven to retire into itfelf, and if it find
no entertainment at home, it will be driven
back again upon the world with increafed
force.  Yet forgetting this, do we not
feem to educate our daughters, exclufively,
for the tranfient period of youth, when it
it is to maturer life we ought to advert?
Do we not educate them for a crowd,
forgetting that they are to live at home?
for the world, and not for themfelyes? for
fhow, and not for ufe? for time, and not
for eternity ?

Vanity (and the fame may be faid of
felfifhnefs) is not to be refifted like any
other vice, which is fometimes bufy and
fometimes quiet; it is not to be attacked
as a fingle fault, which is indulged in
oppofition to a fingle virtue; but it is
uniformly to be controlled, as an active, a
reftlefs, a growing principle, at conftant
war with all the Chriftian graces; which

F2 not
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not only mixes itfelf with all: our faults,
but infinyates: itfelf into all our virtues
too; andiwill, if not checked effectually,
rob our beft aétions of their reward.
Vanity, if' I may. ufe: the analogy, is, with
refpect to: the other vices, what feeling
is in regard to the other fenfes; it is not
confined-in its operation to the eye, or the
car, or any fingle organ, but diffufed
through the whole being, alive in every
part, awakened and communicated by the
flighteft touch.

Not a few of the evils of the prefent day
arife from a new and perverted application
of terms; among thefe, perhaps, there is
not one more abufed, mifunderftood; or
mifapplied, than the term accomplifbments.
‘This word in its original' meaning, fignifies
completenefs, ‘perfection.. But T may fafely
appeal to the obfervation of mankind,
whether they do' not meet with fivarms of
youthiful fémales, iffuing from our board-
ing fchools, -as well as emerging from the
more private feenes of domeftic education,
who
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swho are introduced into the world, under
the broad and univerfal title of accomplifbed
young ladies, of all of whom it cannot very
truly and corre@tly be pronounced, that
they illuftrate the definition by a complete-
nefs which leavesnothing to be added, and
a perfection which- leaves mothing to. be
defired:

"This phrenzy 'of accomplifhments, un:
happily, is no longer reftriéted within the
ufual limits ‘of rank and fortune; the
middle orders have caught the ‘contagion,
and it rages downward with increafing
violence, from the elegantly -drefled but
{lenderly portioned curate’s daughter, to
the“equally ‘fathionable daughter of, the
little tradefman, and of the more opulent
but not more judicious farmer.  And is it
ot obvious, that as far as this epidemical
mania has fpread, this very valuable part
of fociety is declining in ufefulnefs, asit
rifes in its unlucky pretenfions to elegance?
And this revolution of the manners of the
middle clafs has fo far altered the cha-

F3 racter




70 ON THE EDUCATION

radter of the age, as to be in danger of
rendering obfolete the heretofore common
faying, ¢ that moft worth and virtue are
“to be found ‘in the middle ftation.””

For I do not fcruple to affert, that in.

general, as far as my little obfervation has
extended, this clafs of females, in what
relates both to religious knowledge and to
praftical induftry, falls fhort both of the
very high and the very low, Their new
courfe of education, and the habits of life
and elegance of drefs connected with it,
peculiarly unfits them for the active duties
of their own very important condition;
while; with frivolous eagernefs and fecond-
hand opportunities, they runto fnatch
afew of thofe fhowy acquirements which
decorate the great. This is done appa-
rently with one or other of thefe views ;
either to make their fortune by marriage,
or if that fail, to qualify them to become
teachers of others: hence the abundant
multiplication of fuperficial wives, and
of incompctent and illiterate governefles.
The
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‘The ufe of the penil, the performance of
exquifite but unneceffary works, the ftudy
of foreign languages and of mufic, require
(with fome ~exceptions which fhould
always be made in favour of great natural
genius) a degree of leifure which belongs
exclufively to affluence*. One ufe of
lcarning languages is, not that we may
know what the terms which exprefs the
articles of our drefs and our table are
called in French or Italian; not that
we may think over a few ordinary phrafes
in Englifh, and then tranflate them, with-
out one foreign idiom ; for he who cannot
think in a language cannot be faid to un-
derftand it : but the great ufe of acquiring
any foreign language is, either that it
enables us occafionally to converfe with
foreigners unacquainted with any other,

* Thofe among the clafs in queftion, whofe own
good fenfe leads them to avoid thefe miftaken pur-
fuits, cannot be offended at a reproof which-does not
belong to them,

¥4 or
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or that it is a key to the literature of the
country to. which it belongs; and thofe
humbler females, the chief part of whofe
time:is required for domettic offices, are
little likely to fall in the way of foreigners ;
and fo far from enjoying opportunities for
the acquifition of foreign literature, they
have feldom time to poflefs themfelves of
all that valuable knowledge which the
books of their own country fo abundantly
furnith; and the acquifition of which
would be fo much more ufeful and' ho-
nourable than the paltry acceffions they
make, by hammering out the meaning of
a few paflages ina tongue they but imper-
fectly underftand, and of which they are
likely to make no ufe.

It would be well if the refle@tion how
eagerly this redundancy of accomplifh-_
ments is feized on by their inferiors,
were to operate as in the cafe of other
abfurd fafhions, which the great can
{feldom be brought to renounce from any

other
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other confideration than that they are
adopted by the vulgar.

But, to return to that more elevated,
and, on account of ‘their more extended
influence only, that more important clafs
of .females, to whofe ufe this little work
is more immediately dedicated. = Some
popular authors, on the fubject of female
inflruétion, had for a time eftablithed a
fantaftic code of artificial manners. They
had  refined ‘elegance into infipidity,
frittered down delicacy into frivoloufnefs,
and reduced manner into minauderie.  But
¢ to lifp, and to amble, and to nick-name
¢ God’s creatures,” has nothing to do
with true gentlenefs of mind; and tobe
filly makes no neceflary part of foftnefs.
Another clafs of cotemporary authors
turned all the force of their talents to ex-
cite emotions, to infpire fentimenty and to re-
duce all mental and moral excellence into
fympathyand feeling.  Thefc fofter qualities
were elevated at the expence of principle ;
and young women were inceflantly hearing

L5 ungqualified
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unqualified fenfibility extolled as the per-
fetion of their nature; till thofe who
really poffefled this amiable quality, inftead
of dire@ing, and chaftifing, and reftrain-
ing it, were in danger of foftering it to -
their hurt, and began to confider them-
felves as deriving their excellence from its
excefs ; while thofe lefs interefting damfels,
who happened not to find any of this ami-
able fenfibility in their bearts, but thought
it creditable to have it fomewhere, fancied
its feat was in the nerves; and here
indeed it was eafily found or feigned;
till a falle and exceffive difplay of feeling
became fo predominant, as to bring in
queftion the atual exiftence of that true
tendernefs, without which, though a
woman may be worthy, fhe can never be
amiable,

Fafhion then, by one of her fudden
and rapid turns, inftantaneoufly firuck out
real fenfibility and the affe@ation of it from
the ftanding lift of female perfecions; and,
by a quick touch of her magic wand,
fhifted
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fhifted the fcene, and at once produced
the bold and independent beauty, the
intrepid female, the hoyden, the huntrefs,
and the archer; the f{winging arms, the
confident addrefs, the regimental, and
the four-in-hand. Thefe felf-complacent
heroines made us ready to regret their
fofter predecefors, who had aimed only at
pleafing the other fex, while thefe afpiring
fair ones ftruggled for the bolder renown
of rivalling them; the projedt failed;
for, whereas the former had fued for
admiration, the latter challenged, feized,
compelled it; but the men, as was natu-
ral, continued to prefer the more modeft
claimant to the fturdy competitor.

It were well if we, who have the advan-
tage of contemplating the errors of the
two extremes, were to look for truth where
the is commonly to be found, in the plain
and obvious middle path, equally remote
from each excefs; and, while we bear in
mind that helpleffnefs is not delicacy, let
ps alfo remember that mafculine manners

do
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do: ‘mot- nee include  ftrength of

charater-nor vigour of intell

Should

we ‘not refle& alfo, that we' are neither

to train up Amazons nor  Cireaf
to form Chriftians? .that we ‘have to

educate’ mot only rational ‘but accountable

“beings ? and, remembering’this; thonld we
not be folicitous to let our daughterslearn
of 'the ‘well-taught, and ' affociate ' with
the well-bred? In t

ning them, thould
we not carefully cultivate intelleét, implant
religion, 'and - cherith modefty ?  then,
whatever

te iin manpers, would
be the natural refult: of whatever is juft
in fentiment, and corre® in principle :
then, the decorums, the propricties, the

elegancies, and even the graces, as far as
they are fimple, 'pure, and honeft, would
follow as an almoft inevitable confequence;
for to follow in the train of the Chriftian
virtucs, and not to take the lead of themn,
is the proper place which religion affigns
to the graces.

Whether
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Whether we have made the beft ufe of
the errérs of our predeceffors, and of our
own numberlels advantages, and whethdy
the prevailing fyftem be really confiftent
with found. policy or with Chriftian. prin-
ciple, it may be worth our while to
inquire.

Would not a ftranger be led to imagine
by a view of the reigning mode of female
education, that human life confifted of one
univerfal holiday, and that the grand con-
teft between the feveral competitors was,
who fhould be moft eminently qualified to
excel, and carry off the prize; in the
various . fhows and games which were
intended to.be exhibited in it? And to
the exhibitors themfelves, would he not
be ready to apply Sir Francis Bacon’s
obfervation on the Olympian victors, that
they were fo excellent in thefe unneceffary.
things, that their perfetion muft needs
have been acquited by the negleé of
whatever was neceffary ?

‘What
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‘What would the polifhed Addifon, who
thought that one great end of a lady’s
dearning to dance was, that fhe might
know how to fit ftill gracefully; what
would even the Pagan hiftorian * of the -
great Roman confpirator, who could
commemorate it among the defets of his
bero’s accomplifbed miftrefs, ¢ that the was
¢too good a finger and dancer for. a
¢ virtuous woman;”* what would thefe
refined critics have faid, had they lived as
we have done, tofee the art of dancing
lifted into fuch importance, that it cannot
with any degree of fafety be confided to
one ' inftruor, but a whole train of
fucceflive mafters are confidered as abfo-
lutely effential to its perfeftion? What
would thefe accurate judges of female
manners have faid, to fee a modeflt young
lady firft delivered into the hands of a
military ferjeant to inftru& her in the
feminine art of marching? and when this

* Salluft.

delicate
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delicate acquifition is attained, to fee her
transferred to a profeflor, who is to teach
her the Scotch fteps; which profeflor,
having communicated his indifpenfable
portion of this indifpenfable art, makes
way for the profeflor of French dances;
and all perhaps, in their turn, either yield
to or have the honour to co-operate with
a finithing mafter; each probably receiv-
ing a ftipend which would make the pious
curate or the learned chaplain rich and
happy ?

The {cience of mufic, which ufed to
be communicated in fo competent a de-
gree to a young lady by one able inftructor,
is now diftributed among a whole band.
She now requires, not a mafter, but an
orcheftra. And my country readers would
accufe me of exaggeration were I to hazard
enumerating the variety of mufical teachers
who attend in the fame family; the daugh-
ters of which are fummoned, by at leaft as
many inftruments as the fubjeéts of Nebu-
chadnezzar, to worfhip the idol which

9 fathion
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fafhion has fet up. They would be ins
credulous were I to producé real inftances,
in which the delighted: mother has been
heard to declare,’ that the vifits of mafters
of every art, and the different mafters for
various gradations of the fame art, followed
each other: in fuch clofe and rapid fuccef:
fion during the whole London refidence,
that her girls-had not a moment’s interval
to look into a book ; nor could fhe con-
trive -any method to introduce one, tilt
the happily devifed the fcheme of reading
to them herfelf for. half an hour while
they were drawing, by which means no
time was loft *,

Before

* Since the firft edition of this Work appeared,
thor has received from a_ perfon of great emi-
nence the following flatement, afcert

ning the time
employed in the acquifition of mufic in one fnftance,

eral calculation it will perhaps be fo
from exag
with remarking

nd to
nt concludes
1al who is the fubjeét
who i

ated. The ftat,
that'the indiv

of it is now married to a ms

s mfic ¢

Suppofe
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Before the evil is paft redrefs, it will
be* prudent to reflect that in all polifhed
countries an entire devotednefs to the fine
arts ‘has. been one grand fource of the
corruption ' of the women; and f{o juftly
were thefe pernicious confequences appre-
ciated by the Greeks, among whom thefe
arts were “catried to the higheft pofiible
perfedtion, that tlicy feldom allowed them
to be cultivated to a very exquifite degree
by women of great purity of chara&er:
And if the ambition of an elegant Britith
lady fhould be fired by the idea that the
accomplifthed females of thofe polithed
ftates: were the admired.companions of the
philofophers, the poets; the wits, and the

Suppofe your pupil to begin at fix years of age and
to continue at the average of four hours a-day onfy,
Sunday excepted, and thirteen - days allowed for
travelling annually, till fhe is eighteen, the flate
ftands thus ; 300 days multiplied by four, the number
of hours amount to 1200 ; that number multiplied
by twelve, which is the number of yyears, amounts to

14,400 hours!

Vot & artifts
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artifts’ of Athens; and their beauty or
talents the favourite fubjets of the mufe,
the lyre, the pencil, and the chiffel; fo
that their piftures and ftatues furnithed
the moft confummate models of Grecian
art: if, I fay, the accomplithed females
of our days are panting for fimilar renown,
let their modefty chaftife their ambition,
by recolledting that thefe celebrated
women afe not to be found among ‘the
chafte wives and the virtuous daughters
of the Ariftides’s, the Agis’s, and the
Phocions; but that they are to be looked
for among the Phrynes, the Lais’s, the
Afpafias, and the Glyceras. I am per-
fuaded the Chriftian female, whatever be
her talents, will renounce the defire of
any celebrity when attached to impurity
of charaer, with the fame noble indigna-
tion with which the virtuous biographer
of the above-named heroes renounced all
difhoneft fame, by exclaiming, ¢ I had
<¢ rather it fhould be faid there never was
« a Plutarch, than that they fhould fay
< Plutarch
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€ Plutarch was malignant, unjuft, or
4 envious *.”

‘And while this corruption, brought on
by an exceflive cultivation of the arts,
has contributed its full fhare to the decline
of ftates, it has always furnithed an in-
fallible fymptom of their impending fall.
The fatires of the moft penetrating and
judicious of the Roman poets corroborat-
ing the teftimonies of the moft accurate
of their hiftorians, abound with inve&ives
againft the depravity of manners intro-
duced by the corrupt habits of female
education. The bitternefs and grofs
indelicacy of fome of thefe fatirifts (too
grofs to be either quoted or referred to)
make little againft their authority in thefe
points ; for how fhocking muft thofe cor-
ruptions have been, and how obvioufly
offenfive their caufes, which could have

*No cenfure is levelled at the exertions of real
genius, which is as valuable as it is rare; but at the
abfurdity of that fyftem which is crecting the whale
Jex into artifts,

G2 appeared
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appeared fo highly difgufting to milnds
not likely to be fcandalized by fiight de-
tions from  decency ! The famous ode

i
of Horace, attributing the « vices and
difafters of his country to the fame caufe,
might, ‘were it. quite free from the above
objc&ion‘s, be produced, I will not ‘pre-
1 exatt picture of the ex-

fume to fay as
ifting manners of this country; but may
1 not venture to fay, as a prophecy, the
fulfilment . of which cannot be very re-
mote ? It may, however be oblerved, that
the modefty of the Roman matron, and
the chafte ~demeanor of her @ virgin
daughters, which amidft the ftern vir-
bili tues of .the ftate were as immaculate and
{ pure as' the honour of the Roman citizen,
fell a’ facrifice to the luxurious diffipation
brought, in by 'their Afiatic . conquefts ; |
after which the females were foon taught
il a complete change of character. They
were inftructed to accommodate their
talents of pleafing to the more vitiated
taftes: of the other fex; and began to

ftudy



OF WOMEN. 85

ftudy every grace' and every> art*whichi
might captivate the exhaufted ' hearts;
and excite the wearied and capricious /in-
clinations of the men : till by a rapid and
atlength complete enervation, the Roman
character loft its fignature, and through a
quick  fucceflion' of flavery, effeminacy,
and ' vice, funk into that: degeneracy <of
which fome of the modern Italian ftates
ferve to furnifh a too juft fpecimen.

It is of the effence of human ‘things
that the fame objets which are highly
ufeful in their feafon, meafure, and de-
gree become mifchievous  in their excefs;
at other periods, and under- other’ circums
ftances. In a ftate of barbarifm, the art®
are among the beft reformers; and they
go on to be improved themfelves, and
improving thofe who cultivate them, till,
having reached a certain  point, thofe
very arts ‘which' were the 'inftruments
of civilization and refinement, become
inftruments of corruption and decay ;
enervating and depraving in the fecond

G3 inftance
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inftance as certainly as they refined in the
frft. They become agents of voluptus
oufnefs.  They excite the imagination 3
4nd the imagination  thus excited, and
no longer under the government of ftrick

principle, . becomes  the moft dangerous
ftimulant of the paffions; promotes  a
too keen relith for pleafure, teaching
how to multiply its fources, and invent
ing new and petnicious modes of artificial
gratification,
May we hot rank among their pres
fent corrupt confequences, the unchafte
¢oftume, the impure ftyle of drefs, and
that indelicate ftatue-like exhibition of
the female figure, which by its artfully.
{ difpofed folds, its wet and adhefive dras
pery, fo defines the form as to pre-
vent covering itfelf from becoming a
veil ? This licentious mode, as the acute

Hiil Montefquieu obferved on the dances of
the Spartan virgins, has taught us “to ftrip
¢ chaftity itfelf of modefty.”

May
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May the author be allowed to addrefs
to our own country and our own cir-
cumftances to both of which they feem
peculiarly applicable, the  fpirit of . that
beautiful apoftrophe of the moft polithed
poet of antiquity to the moft vi€torious
nation?  Let us leave to the inhabitants
¢ of conquered countries the praife of
¢ carrying to the very higheft degree
¢ of perfection, fculpture and the fifter
arts ; but let zhis country dire her
own exertions to the art of govern-
ing mankind in equity and peace,
of fhewing mercy to the fubmiffive,
and of abafing the proud among fur-
rounding nations *.”

* Let me not be fufpected of bringing into any
fort of comparifon the gentlenefs of Britifh govern-
ment with the rapacity of Roman conquefts, or the
principles of Roman dominion. To fpo, to butcher,
and to commit every kind of violence, they call, fays
one of the ableft of their hiftorians, by the lying name
of government, and when they have fpread a general
defolation they call it peace (1).

(1) Tacitus® Life of Agricola, fpeech of Galgacus to his
Soldiers,

G4 With
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ith'fuch diddatorial, or, as we might now read di-
yedlorial inquifitors, we can have no point of contaét ;
and if I have applied the fervile flattery of a delightful
poet to the purpofe of Englifh happinefs, it was only

to fhew wherein true national grandeur confifts, and

that every country. pays too. dear a price for, thofe
arts and embellifhments of fociety which endanger the

lofs of its morals and manners.
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CHAP. III,

External improvement.—Children’ s Balls,—

French Governeffes.

L o7 me not however be mifunderftood.
The cuftoms which fathion‘has eftablithed,
when not in diret oppofition to - what
is right, fhould unqueftionably be purfued
in the education of ladies. Piety main-
tains no natural war with elegance, and
Chriftianity would be no gainer by making
her difciples unamiable.  Religion does
not forbid that the exterior be made to a
certain degree the objet of attention.
But the admiration beftowed, the fums
expended, and the time lavithed on
arts which add little to the intrinfic
value of life, fhould have limitations.
While thefe arts fhould be admired, let
them mot be admired above their juft

value
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value: while they are practifed, let it not
be to the exclufion of higher employ-
ments : while they are cultivated, let it be
to amufe leifure, but not to engrofs life.
But it happens unfortunately, that to
ordinary obfervers, the girl who is really
receiving the worft education often makes
the beft figure. The outward accomplifh-
ments have the dangerous advantage of
addrefling themfelyes more immediately to
the fenfes, and of courfe meet every
where with thofe who can in fome mea«
{ure appreciate as well as admire them ;.
for all can fee and hear, but all capnot
feratinize and difcriminate.  External ac.
quirements too recommend themfelves the
more - becaufe - they are more rapidly as
well as more vifibly progreflive. While
the mind is led on to improvement by
flow motions and imperceptible degrees;
while the heart muft now be admonifaed
by reproof, and now allured by kindnefss
its liveliett advances being. fuddenly im-
peded by obftinacy, and its brighteft
profpects
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profpeéts often obfcured by paffion; it is
flow in its acquifitions of virtue, and
reludant in its approaches to piety. The
unruly and turbulent propenfities of the
mind are not fo obedient to the forme
ing hand as defe&s of manner or awkward-
nefs of gait. Often when we fancy that 2
troublefome paffion is completely crufhed,
we have the mortification to find that
we have ¢ fcotch’d the fnake, not killed
¢ jt.”” One evil temper ftarts up before
another is conquered.  The fubduing hand
cannot cut off the ever-fprouting heads fo
falt as the prolific Hydra can re-produce
them, nor fell the ftubborn Antwzus fo
often” as he can recruit his ftrength, and

rife in vigorous and repeated oppofition.
Hired teachers are alfo under a difad-
vantage refembling tenants at rack-rent;
it is their intereft to bring in an immediate
revenue of praife and profit, and, for the
fake of a prefent rich crop, thofe who
are not ftri&tly confcientious, do not care
13 how
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how much the: ground is impoverithed for

future produce.’ But parents, who'are the

lords of the foil, muft look to permanent
value, and toicontinued fruitfulnefs. |<The
beft effects of a'careful education are often
very remate; they are to be difcovered in
future ﬁcncs, and exhibited- in' as ‘yet
untried conne&ions.  Every event of life
will be“putting the heart into’ freth fitu-
ations, and ‘making new  demands ‘on
its prudence, “its firmnefs, its integrity; or
its forbearance.’ Thofe whofe bufinefs it
to form and medel it, cannot forefee

thofe contingent fituations fpecifically and

diftinély ; yet, as far as human ‘wifdom

Wi

allow, ‘they muft enable it to prepare
for them all by general principles, correct
habits, and an unremitted fenfe of depend-
ence on the Great Difpofer of events,
‘he young Chriftian militant muft learn

pradtife all his evolutions ; though he
does not know on what fervice his leader
may command him, by what particular
foe
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foe. he fhall be moft affailed, nor what mode
of attack the enemy may employ.

But the contrary of all this is the
cafe with external acquifitions: = The maf-
ter, it is his intereft, will induftrioufly
inftrué his young pupil to fet all her
improvements in the moft immediate and
confpicuous pointof view. To attratt ad-
miration is the great principle fedulouily
inculcatedinto her young heart ; and is con-
fidered 'as' the fundamental maxim ; and,
perhaps, if we were required to condenle
the reigning fyftem of the brilliant education

of alady into an aphorifm, it might be com-
prifed in this fhort {entence, o allure and
to fbine. This fyftem however is the fruit-
ful germ, from which a thoufand yet

unborn vanities, with all their multiplied

ramifications will fpring. A tender mother

cannot but feel an honeft triumph in coms
pleting thofe talents in her daughter
which will neceflarily ex

e admiration ;
but fhe will alfo fhudder at the van

” 1t
7 tr
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that admiration may excite, and at the new
ideas it will awaken ; and, ftartling as it
may found, the labours of a wife mother
anxious for her daughter’s beft interefts,
will feem to be at variance with thofe
of all her teachers. She will indeed re-
joice at her progrefs, but fhe will rejoice
with trembling 5 for fhe is fully aware
that if all poffible accomplifhments could
be bought at the price of a fingle virtue,
of a fingle principle, the purchafe would
be infinitely dear, and fhe would reject the
dazzling but deftrudive acquifition. She
knows that the fuperftructure of the ac-
complifhments can be alone fafely ereted
on the broad and folid bafis of Chriftian
humility : nay more, that as the materials
of which that fuperftruéture is to be com:
pofed, are in themfelves of fo unftable and
fottering a nature, the foundation muft be

decpened and enlarged with more abund-
ant care, otherwife the fabric will be
overloaded with its own ornaments, and
what
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what was intended only to embellifh the
building, will prove the occafion of its fall,
<« To every thing there is a feafon, and

¢ 3 time for every purpofe under heaven,”
faid the wife man; but he faid it before
the invention of baby-balls. This modern
deyice is a fort of triple confpiracy againft
the innocence, the health, and the happi-
nels of children; thus, by factitious amufe-
ments, to rob them of a relith for the
fimple joys, the unbought delights, which
naturally belong to their blooming feafon,
is like blotting out fpring from the year.
To facrifice the true and proper enjoy-
ments of fprightly and happy children,
is to make them pay a dear and difpro-
portionate price for their artificial pleafures.
They ftep at once from the nurfery to
the ball-room ; and, by a prepofterous
change of habits, are thinking of drefling
themfelves, at an age when they ufed to be
dreffing their dolls, Inftead of bounding
with the unreftrained freedom of little
wood-
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wood-nymphs, over hill and dale, their
cheeks fluthed with health, and their hearts
overflowing with happinefs, thefe gay little
creatures are fhut up all the morning, de-
murely pratifing the pas grave, and tranf-
adting the ferious bufinefs of acquiring
a new ftep for ‘the evening, with more
coft of time and pains than it would
have taken them to acquire twenty new
ideas. .
Thus they lofe the amufements which
naturally belong to their fmiling period,
and unnaturally anticipate thofe pleafures
(fuch as they are) which would come in,
too much of courfe, on their introduétion
into ﬂlﬂlion'\bl' lifEesc T

he true pleafures
of childhood are cheap and natural; for
every ol )JLCH ems with delight to eyes and
hearts new to the enjoyment of life ; nay,
the hearts of healthy
i
fulnefs, even without a {pecific object to
excite it ; like our fi

Idren abound witl

a general difpofition to mirth and joy-

rent, in the

world’s
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world’s firft fpring, when all was new, and
frefh, and gay about him,

they live and move,
And feel that they are happicr than they know.

Only furnith them with a few fimple and
harmlefs materials, and a little, but not
too much, leifure, and they will manu-
facture their own pleafures with more 1kill,
and fuccefs, and fatisfaction, than they will
rCCCiVE fl’Onl all that your anl]Cy can pur-
chafe.  Their bodily recreations fhould
be fuch as will promote their health,
quicken their activity, enliven their fpirits,
whet their ingenuity, and qualify them for
their mental work. Bur, if you begin
thus early to create wants, to invent grati-
fications, to multiply defires, to waken
dormant fenfibilities, to ftir up hidden
fires, you are ftudioufly laying up for your
children a ftore of premature caprice, and
irritability, and difcontent.

While childhood preferves its native
fimplicity, every little change is interefting,

VOoL. I H CVCTY
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ft at vice! or

conceive an early difg
poflibly, that they imitated thofe Scythian
mothers who ufed to plunge their new-
botn infants into the flood, thinking none
to 'be worth faving who could not ftand
this early ftruggle for their lives: 'the
greater part indeed, as it might have been
expetted, perithed ; but the
comfort, that if many were loft, the few
who efcaped would be the fironger for

rents ‘took

having been thus expofed.

To behold lilliputian coquettes, project-
ing dreffes, ftudying, colours, afforting
ribbands and feathers, their little hearts
beating with hopes about partners and
fears about rivals; and to fee their frefh
cheeks “pale “after the midnight fupper,
their aching heads and unbraced nerves,
difqualifying the little languid beings for

the next day’s tafk ; and to hear the grave
apology, ““that it is owing to the wine, the
¢ crowd, the heated room of the laft
“'night’s ball;” all this, I fay, would
really be as Iudicrous, 'if the mifchief of

') the
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the thing did not take off from the merri-
ment of it, as any of the ridiculous and
prepofterous difproportions in the divert- 1
ing travels of Captain Lemuel Gulliver.
Under a juft impreflion of the evils
which we are fuftaining from the prin-
ciples and the pratices of modern France,
we are apt to lofe fight of thofe deep
and lafting mifchiefs which fo long, fo
regularly, and fo fyftematically, we have
been importing from the fame country,
though in another form and under
| another government. In one refped, in-
deed, the firft were the more formidable,
| becaufe we embraced the ruin without fuf-
peéting it ; while we defeat the malignity
I of the latter, by deteting the turpitude
it and defending ourfelves againft it. This
is not the place to defcant on that levity of
manners, that contempt of the Sabbath,
that fatal familiarity with loofe principles,
R and thofe relaxed notions of conjugal
i fidelity, which have often been tranfplanted
into this country by women of fathion,

as
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as a too common effect of a long refidence
in that: but it is peculiarly fuitable to
my fubjec to advert to another domeftic
mifchief derived from the fame foreign
extraction : I mean, the ritks that have
been run, and the facrifices which have
been made, in order to furnith our young
ladies with the means of acquiring the
French language in the greateft poffible
purity. Perfection in this accomplifhment
has been fo long eftablifhed as the fupreme
object; fo long confidered as the pre-
dominant excellence to which all other
excellencies muft bow down, that it would
be hopelels to attack a law which fafhion
has immutably decreed, and which has
received the ftamp of long prefcription.
We muft therefore be contented with ex-
prefling a with, that this indifpenfable per-
fe€ion could have been attained at the
expence of facrifices lefs important, It is
with the greater regret I animadvert on
this and fome other prevailing practices,
as they are errors into which the wife

H3 and
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“children’s inftructor, for picty and know-
ledge, than is thought neceffary to afcertain
that fhe has nothing patois in her dialect.

1 would ' rate’ a ' correé - pronunciation
and an' elegant phrafeology at their juft
price, and'T would not rate them low;
but I would not offer up principle as
a viétim to founds and accents. And the
matter is now made more eafy ; for what-
ever difgrace it might once have brought
on an Englith lady to have had it fufpected
from her accent that fhe had the misfor-
tune not to be born in a neighbouring
country ; fome recent events may ferve to
reconcile her to the fufpicion of having
been bred in her own: a country, to
which (with all its fins, which are many !)
the whole woild is looking up with ‘envy
and admiration, as the feat of true gl

0y

and of comparative happinefs : a country,
in which thee:

e, driven out by the crimes
of his'own, finds a home! a country, to
obtain the prote@ion of which it was claim
enough to be unfortunate ; and no im-

H 4 pediment
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pediment to have been the fubjeét of her
direft foe! a country, which in this re-
Ipect, humbly imitating the Father of com-
paflion, when it offered mercy to a fup-~
pliant enemy, never conditioned for merit,
nor infifted on the virtues of the miferable
as a preliminary to its own bounty !
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Comparifon of the mode of female education in
the laft age with the

fent,

To return, however, to the fubjed of
general education. A young lady may
excel in fpeaking French and Italian,
may repeat a few paffages from a volume
of extratts; play like a profeflor, and fing
like a fyren ; have her drefling room de-
corated with her own drawings, tables,
ftands, fcreens, and cabinets; nay, fhe
may dance like Sempronia * herfelf, and
yet may have been very badly educated.
Tam far from meaning to fet no value
whatever on any or all of thefe qualifi-
cations ; they are all of them elegant, and
many of them properly tend to the per-

* Sée Catgline’s Confpiracy.
feling
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a
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judge, > 3

difcriminate 3 one who can afiift lnm in
his affairs, lighten his cares, 'footh
forrows, purify his joys, ftrengthen his
principles, and educate his childr

Almoft
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Almioft any ornamental talent is a good
g, when it is not the beft thing a
woman has;y and talents a

¢ admirable
when not ¢
The wri
acquai

to ftand proxy for vir
of "thefe pages' is intimately

h feveral ladies who, excel-

ling moft heir fex in the art of mufic,

but excelling them alfo in prudence and

ﬁml IZ&’Ju leifure or tcmpmiinn,

ed {m,, .md are now con-

fc)c}\‘u)\m\' reftriting their daughters in
3

the portion of time zdlo;ted to its

quifition.

Far be it from me to difcourage the
cultivation of any exifting talent ; but may
it not be fuggefted to the foml believing
mother, that talents, like the {pirit of
Owen Glendower, though conjured by

15 parental
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parental partiality with ey
voice,

fo loud a

Yet will not come when you do call for them ?

That injudicious practice, therefore,
cannot be too much difcouraged, of en-
deavouring to create talents which do not
exift in nature. That their daughters
Jhall learn cvery thing, is fo general a
maternal maxim, that even unborn daugh-
ters, of whofe expetted abilities and con«
jectured faculties, it is prefumed, no very
accurate judgment can previoufly be
formed, are yet predeftined to this uni-
verfality of accomplithments. This com-
prehenfive maxim, thus almoft univerfally
brought into pradice, at once weakens
the general powers of the mind, by dr
ing off its frength into too great a varicty
of diretions; and cuts up time into
too many portions, by fplitting
an endlefs multiplicity of e
I know that I am trea

it into fuch.
aployments.

. tender

ground; but I cannot help tl

g that
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houfe with hangings of hideous tapefiry
and disfiguring tent-ftitch. Moft chearfully
do Iallow to. the reigning modes their
boafted fuperiority ; for certainly there
is no piety in bad tafte. ~ Still, granting all
the deformity of the exploded ornaments,
one advantage attended them: the walls and
floors were not vain of their decorations 3
and it is to be feared, that the little perfon
fometimes is.  The flattery beftowed on
the obfolete employments, for probably
even hey had their flatterers, furnifhed lefs

aliment and |

[s gratification to vanity,
scly to impair the delicacy of

nd

modefty, than the exquifite cultivation of

accomplifhments or perfonal de-
corations ; and ey ery mode which keeps
down vanity a keeps back Jelfy has
at leaft a moral ufe.  And while one ad-
mires the elegant fingers of a young lady,
bufied in working or painting her ball
dr

one cannot help fufpeting that her
alacrity may be a little flimulated by the
animating idea Aow very well fhe fballlook
in
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smiit.. Not.was the induftrious'matron of
Ithaca  more foothed at her folitary loom
with:the fweet reflection that by her la-
bour fhe was gratifying her filial and
conjugal feelings*, than the pleafure-loving
damfel, by, the anticipated admiration
which ber ingenuity,is procuring for her
beauty,

Might: not .this propenfity. be a little
checked, and an interefting fecling com-
bined with her induftry, . were the fair ar
tift habituated to exercife her fkill in
adorning, fome one elfe rather than ‘her-
felf 2 For it will add no lightnefs to the
lighteft head, nor vanity to the vaineft
heart, to take pleafure in reflecting how
exceedingly the gown fhe is working will
become, her mother.  This  fuggeftion,
trifling | as it may feem, of habituating
young ladies to exercife their tafte and
devote - their - leifure, .not to  the decos

* This web a robe for poor Ulylles? fire.
Obvssey,

VoL, I 1 ration
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ration of their own perfons, but to the fer-
vice of thofe to whom they are bound by
every tender tie, would not only help’ to
reprefs vanity, but by thus éﬂbciating the
idea of induftry ‘with that of filial affection,
would promote, while it gratified, fome of
the beft affe@tions of the Heart. ' The
Romans (and it is mortifying on the'fub-
ject of Chriftian education to be driven
{o often"‘to fefer’ to'the’ fuperiority of
Pagans) were fo well aware of the im-
portance of ‘keeping up a fenfe of family
fondnefs and attachment by the very fame
means which promoted fimple and ' do-
meftic employment, that no citizen' of
note ever appeared in public in any garb
but what was fpun by his wife and daugh-
i ter; and this virtuous fafhion was not
| confined to the days of republican feverity,
i but even in all the pomp and luxury |
| of imperial power,  Auguftus preferved ]
| in his own family this fimplicity of
manners.

Let
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‘ Let me be allowed to repeat, that I
mean riot with prepofterous praife to
defcant on the ignorance or the prejudices
of paft times, nor abfurdly to regret that
vulgar fyftem of education which rounded
the little circle of female acquirements
within the limits of the fampler and the
receipt book. Yet if a preference almoft
exclufive was then given  to what was
merely ufeful, a preference almoft exclu-
five alfo is now afigned to what is merely
ornamental. And it muft be owned, that
if the life of a young lady, formerly, too
much refembled the life of a confectioner,
it now too much refembles, that of an
adtrefs 3 the morning is all rehearfal, and
the evening 1s all performance : and thofe
who are trained in this regular routine,
who are inftruted in order to be ex-
hibited, foon learn to feel 2 fort of im-
patience in thofe focieti
kind of talents are not likely to be brought
into play : the tafk of an auditor becomes
dull to her who has been ufed to be a

12 performer.




116 EDUCATION OF THE LAST AGE

performer. Efteem and kindnefs become
but cold fubftitutes to' her who has been
fed with plaudits and acclamations.  And ¥
the exceflive ‘commendation which the
vifitor is expetted to pay for his entertain-
ment not only keeps alive the flame ‘of
vanity in the ar:ift by conftant fuel, but
is not feldom exacted at a price whicha
veracity at all ftri& would grudge; but
when a whole circle are obliged to be comi-
petitors who fhall flatter moft, it is not |
| ealy to be at once very fincere and very
| civil. And unluckily, while the age 'is
become fo knowing and fo faftidious, that
if a young lady does not play like a public
| performer, no one thinks her worth at-
t tending to ; yet if fhe does fo excel, fome
of the fobereft of the admiring circle feel a
ftrong alloy to their pleafure, on refleéting
at what a vaft expence of time this perfec- |
| tion muft probably have been acquired *.
fi May
* That accurate judge of the human heart, |
Madame de Maintenon, was fo well aware of the
dunger
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May I venture, without being accufed
of pedantry, to conclude this chapter with
another reference to Pagan examples?
The Hebrews, Egyptians, and Greeks,
believed that they could more efleGtually
teach their youth maxims of virtue, by
calling in the aid of mufic and poetry ;
thefe maxims, therefore, they put into
erfes, and thefe again were fet to the
moft popular and fimple tunes, which the
children fang; thus was their love of
goodnefs excited by the very inftruments
of their pleafure ; and the fenfes, the tafte,
and the imagination, as it were, prefled
into the fervice of religion and morals.
Dare 1 appeal to Chriftian parents, if thefe
arts are commonly ufed by zhem, as fubfi-

danger refulting from fome kinds of excallence;
that after the young ladies of the Court of Lonis
Quatorze had diftinguifhed themfelves by the per-
formance of fome dramatic pieces of Ra when
her friends told her how admir
their parts;  Yes,” anfw

« [o admirably that they fhall never play a

had played

woman,
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diary to religion and to a {yftem of morals
much more worthy of every ingenious aid
and affociation, which might tend to re-
| commend them to the youthful mind?
Dare I appeal to Chriftian parents,
whether mufic, which fills up no trifling
portion of their daughters” time, does not
fill it without any moral end, or even
fpecific objet? Nay, whether fome of
the favourite fongs of polifhed. focieties
are not amatory, are mnot Anacreontic,
fi more than quite become the modeft lips
i of innocent youth and delicate beauty ?
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On the religious employment of time.—On the
manner in. which ‘halidays are paffed-—
Selfifbnefs and inconfideration confidered.
— Dangers arifing from the world.

THERE are many well-difpofed parents
who, while they attend to thefe fathionable
acquirements, do not negle&t  to infufe
religious knowledge into the minds of
their daughters; and having done this are
but too apt to conclude that they have
fully acquitted themfelves of the important
duties of education. For having, as they
think, fufficiently grounded them in reli-
gion they do not fcruple to allow their
daughters to fpend almoft the whole of
their time exally like the daughters
of worldly people. Now, though it be
one great point gained, to have imbued

14 their
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their young minds with the beft know.
ledge, the work is not therefore accom-
plithed. ¢ What do ye more than others?*
is a queftion which, in a more extended
fenfe, religious parents muft be prepared
to anfwer.

Such parents fhould go on to teach
children the religious ufe of time, the duty
of confectating to God every talent, every
faculty, every poffeflion, and of devoting
their whole lives to his glory. :

They thould be more peculiarly on their
guard againft a of, idlenefs, and a
flovenly habitual \\dﬁmp, of time, becaufe
this practice, by not affuming a palpable
fhape of guilt, carries little alarm to
the confcience.  Even religious charaters
are in danger on this fide; for not allow-
ing themfelves to follow the world. in
its excefles and diverfions, they have con-

{equently more time upon their hands; and
inftead of dedicating the time {o refeued
to its true purpofes, they fometimes make
as it were compenfation to themfelves for
their
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their abftinence from dangerous places of
public refort, by anhabitual frivoloufnefs-at
home; by a fuperabundance of unprofitable
{mall-talk, idlereading, and a quiecand dull
drittering away of time. Their day perhaps
has been more free from actual evil; but it
will often be found to have been as un-
produgtive as that of more worldly cha-
raters; and they will be found to have
traded to as little purpofe with their
mafter’s talents. But a Chriftian muft
take care to keep his conicience peculiarly
alive to the unapparent, 'though for-
midable, perils of unprofitablenefs.

To thefe, and to all, the author would
earneftly recommend to accuftom their
children to pafs at once from ferious
bufinefs to active and animated recreation;
they fhould carefully preferve them from
thofe long and torpid intervals between
both, that languid indolence and fpiritlefs
trifling, which wears out fuch large
portions of life in both young and old.
It has indeed pafled into an aphorifm,

12 that
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that adivity is neceffary to virtue, even
among thofe who are not apprized that it
is alfo indifpenfable to happinefs. ' So far
are many parents from being fenfible of
this'truth, that vacations from fchool are
not merely allowed, but appointed to pafs
away in wearifome fauntering and inde-
terminate idlenefs; and this by way of
converting * the  holi into  pleafure !
Nay, the idlenefs is { ically made over
to the child’s mind, as the ftrongeft ex-
preflion of the fondnefs of the parent!
A diflike to learning is thus fyftematically
excited by prepofteroufly ereling indo-

pecif

lence into a reward for application!
And the promife of doing nothing is held
out as the beft recompence for hayving
done well!

Thefe and fuch like errors of conduct
arife from the latent but very operative
principle of felfifhnefs. . This principle
is obvioufly promoted by many habits and
feemingly of little importance 3
and indeed felfifhnefs. is fo commonly
7 interwoven
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interwoven with vanity and inconfideration,
that T have not always thought it neceflary
to mark the diftinétion. They are alter-
nately caufe and effect ; and are produced

and re-produced by reciprocal operation.

They are a confederacy who are mutually
promoting each other’s ftrength and inte-
reft.  Tlljudging tendernefs is in fatt only
a concealed felf-love, which cannot bear to
be witnefs to the uneafinefs a prefent
difappointment, or difficulty, or vexation,
would caufe to a darling child, yet does
not fcruple by improper gratification to
{tore up for it future miferies, which the
child will infallibly fuffer, though it may be
at a diftant period which the mother will
be faved the pain of beholding.

Another principle fomething different
from this, though it may properly fall
under the head of felfithnefs, feems to
atuate fome parents in their conduét
towards their children: I mean, a certain
flothfulnefs of mind, a love of eafe, which
impofes a voluntary blindnefs, and makes

them
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them not choofe to fee what will give thermn
irouble to combat. From fuch perfons
we frequently hear fuch expreflions  as
thefe: ¢ Children will be children =
<My children I fuppofe are much like
¢ thofe of other people,” &c. ; Thus we
may oblerve this dangerous and delufive
principle frequently turning off with a
fmile from the firft indications of thofe
tempers, which from their fatal tendency
ought to be very ferioufly taken up.
1 would be underitood now as fpeaking to
confcientious parents, who confider it as a
duty to corre& the faults of their children,
but who, from this indolence of mind, are
extremely “backward in difeovering fuch
faults, and not very well pleafed when
they are pointed out by others. = Such
parents will do well to take notice that
whatever they confider it as a duty to
correct, muft be cqually a duty to en-
deavour to find out. And this love of
eafe is the more to be guarded againft,
as it not only leads parents into erroneous
condut
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" condu& towards their children, but is
peculiarly dangerous 'to ‘themfelves. It
isa fault frequently cherifhed from igno-
rance of its real charaler; for, mnot
bearing on it the ftrong features of de-
formity which . mark many other vices,
but on the contrary bearing fome re-
femblance to virtue, it is frequently
miftaken for the Chriftian graces of
patience, mecknefs, and forbearance, than
which nothing can be more oppofite ;
thefe proceeding from the Chriftian prin-
ciple of felf-denial, the other from felf
indulgence.

In this connetion may I be permitted
to remark on the pra&ice at the tables
of many families, when the children are at
home for the holidays; every delicacy

is forced upon them, with the tempting
remark, ¢ that they cannot have this
¢ or that dainty at {chool ;> and they are
indulged in irregular hours for the fame
motive, “ becaufe they cannot have that
¢ indulgence at fchool.”” Thus the na-
tural feeds of idlenefs, fenfuality, and

{loth,
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floth, are at once cherithed, by converting
the periodical vifit at home into.a feafon of

intemperance, late hours, and c,\'cmpticr{
from ftudy; fo that children are  has
bituated, at an age when lafting affociations
are formed in the mind, to connetthe
idea of ffhdy with that of hardfhip, of hap~
pinefs with gluttony, and of pleafure with
Ioitering, feafting, or {leeping.  Would it
fiot be better to make them combine " the
delightful idea of home;, with the gratifi<

¢cation of the focial affetions, the 1ondnef\
of maternal love, the kindnefs and warmth
and confidence of the fweet domeftic at-

THE EMPLOYMENT OF TIME,

tachments,

And alt the ch
Of father, fon, and brother?

1 will venture to fay, that thofe liftlefs
and vacant days, when the thoughts have
no precife object; when the imagination
has nothing to fhape; when induftry hasno
definite purfuit ; when the mind and the
body have no exercife,and the ingenuity no

acqmﬁuon cither to anticipate or to enjoys
are
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" are the longeft; the dulleft, and the leaft
happy, which children of fpirit and genius
ever pafs. Yes! it isafew fhort but keen
and lively intervals of animated pleafure,
fmatched from between the fucceffive
labours and duties of a bufy day, looked
forward to: with hope, enjoyed with tafte,
and recolletted without remorfe, which,
both to men and to children, yield the
trieft portions  of enjoyment. O fnatch
your offspring from adding to the number
of thofe objeds of fupreme commiferation,
who feek their happinefs in doing nothing !
Life is but a fhort day; but itisa work-
ing day. - A&ivity may lead to evil; but
inativity cannot be led to good.

Young ladies fhould alfo be accuftomed
1o fet apart a fixed portion of their time,
as facred to the poor*, whether in re-

lieving;

* It would be ashoble employment: and well ;be-

of their fex, if ladies were

coming the tendernefs
to confider the fuperintendance of the poor as theix
immediate office, They are peculiarly fitted for
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lieving, inftrudting, or working: for them
and the performance of this duty muft
not be left to the event of contingent
circumftances, ‘or the ‘operation of  acci-
dental impreflions ; but it muft be efta-
blithed into a principle, and wrought into
a habit. A fpecific portion of time muft
be allotted to it, on which no common
engagement muft be allowed to intrench.
This will help to furnith a powerful
remedy for that felfihnefs whofe ftrong
holds, the truth cannot be too often

for fram their own habits of life they are more
intimately acquainted with domeftic wants than
the other fex ; and in certain inftances of ficknefs and
fuffering peculiar to themfelves, they fhould be
éxpedted to have more fympathy; and they have
obvioufly more leifure. There is a certain religious
fociety, diftinguifhed by the fimplicity of their drefs,
manners, and langusge, whofe poor are perhaps
better taken care of than any other ; and one reafon
may be, that they are immediately under the fn-
fpeétion of the women.

repeated,
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repeated, ' it is the ' grand bufinefs of
Chriftian “ education perpetually to attack.
If ‘we were but aware how much better
it makes ourfelves to with to fee others
better, and to affift in making them fo,
we fhould find that the good done would
be of as much importance by the habit
it would induce in our own minds, as by
its beneficial effets on others *.

In what relates to pecuniary bounty,
it will be requiring of children a very
fmall facrifice, if you teach them merely
to give that money to the poor which
properly belongs to the parent; this fort
of charity commonly fubtracs little from

* Tn addition to the inftrution of the individual
poor, and the fuperintendance of charity fchools,
ladies might be highly ufeful in affifiing the pa-
rochial clergy in the adoption of that excellent plan
for the inftrution of the ignorant fuggefted by the
Bifhop of Durham in his laft admirable charge to his
clergy. Tt is with pleafure the author is enabled to
2dd that the {cheme has actually been adopted with
good effe in that extenfive diocefe.

VOL. 1. b3 their
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their own pleafures,- efpecially when what
they. have, beftowed is immediately made
up to them,, as.a reward for their little fit
of, generofity., They willy on this plan,
foon learn to give, not only for:praife but
for profit,, The facrifice of ‘am orange to,
a_little girl, or a feather to a great one,
tifi-
n, would be a better leflon of charity
on.its right ground, than a confiderable
{um of money: to be prefently, replaced by
the parent. . And it would be habituating
them early to combine two ideas which
qught. never_to be feparated, charity and
felf-denial.

given at, the expence of their own g

As an antidete to felfithnefs, as well as
pride;and indolence, they fhould alfo very
early be  taught  to perform all ‘the litle
offices in' their ‘power for themfelvess
not ‘to' be: infolently calling for fervants
where there is no real occafion; above
11, they fhould be accumftomed to confider
the domeftics’ hours of meals and reft as
almott facred, and the golden rule fhould

be
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be pradtically and uniformly enforced, even
on fo trifling an occafion as’ ringing a
bell “through mere wantonnefs, or felf-
love, ‘or pride.

To check the growth of inconfiderate-
nefs, young ladies fhould early be taught
to “difcharge their little debts with punc-
tuality. . They fhould be made fenfible of
the cruelty of obliging trades-people to call
often for the money due to them; and
of hindering and detaining thofe whofe
time is the fource of their fubfiftence,
under pretence of fome frivolous engage-
« ment, which ought to be made to bend to
the comfort and advantage of others.
They fhould confcientioufly allow fuf-
ficlent time for the execution of their
orders; and with a Chriftian circumfpec
tion, be careful not to drive work-people,
by needlefs hurry, into lofing their reft,
or breaking the Sabbath. T have known
a lady give her gown to a mantua-maker
on the Saturday night, to whom fhe would
not for the world fay in fo many words,

K2 “ You
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« You muft work through the whole
« of Sunday,” while the was virtually
compelling her to do fo, by an injunétion
to bring the gown home finithed on the
Monday morning, on pain of her dif-
pleafure.  To thefe hardthips numbers are
continually driven by good-natured but
inconfiderate employers.  As thefe petty
exadtions of inconfideration furnifh alfo
a conftant aliment to felfithnefs, let not
a defire to countera@ them be confidered
as leading to too minute deteils 3 nothing
is too frivolous for animadverfion, which
tends to fix a bad habit in the fupe-
rior, or to wound the feclings of the
dependant.

Would it not be turning thofe political
dodtrines, which are now fo warmly
agitating, to a truly moral account, and
give the beft pradical anfwer to the
popular declamations on the inequality of
human conditions, were the rich care-
fully to inftruct their children to foften
that inevitable inequality by the mildnefs
and
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and tendernefs of their behaviour to their
inferiors ? This difpenfation of God, which
excites fo many murmurs, would, were it
thus pra@ically improved, tend to eftas
blifh the glory of that Being who is now
fo often reviled for his injuftice; for God
himfelf is covertly attacked in many of the
inve€tives againft laws and governments,
and the difproportion of ranks.

This difpenfation, thus properly im-
proved, would at once call into exercife
the generofity, kindnefs, and forbearance
of the fuperior ; and the patience, refign-
ation, and gratitude of the inferior : and
thus, while we were vindicating the ways
of Providence, we fhould be accomplifhing
his plan, by bringing into adtion thofe
virtues of both claffes which would have
had little exercife had there been no
inequality in fortune. Thofe who are
fo zealoufly contending for the privileges
of rank and power, fhould never lofe fight
of the religious duties and confiderate
virtues which the pofleflion of thefe

K 3 impofes
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impofes on themfelves 5 duties and virtues
which fhould ever be infeparable from
thofe privileges. ~As the- inferior claffes
Have little. real right to complain of /aws,
in this refpeét let the great be watchful to
give them as little caufe to complain of
manners:; by carefully training up their
children to fupply by individual kindnefs
thofe cafes of hardhip which laws cannot
reach: by fuch means every leffon of
politics may be converted into a* leffon of
piety ; and a fpirit of condefcending love
might win over fome, whom a fpirit of in-
vective will only inflame.

It can never be too often repeated,
that one of the great objeéts of education
is the forming of habits. Among  the
inftances of negligence into which even
religioufly difpofed parents and teachers
are apt to fall, one is, that they are not
fufliciently attentive in finding interefting
employment for—the Sunday. They do
not make a feruple of fometimes allowing
their children to fill up the intervals of
public
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" public worfhip with 'their ordinary em-
ployments and common fchool exercifes.
They ‘are mot aware that they are thus
training their offspring to an early and a
fyftematic |profanation of the Sabbath by
this habit; for to children, their. tafks
are their bufinefs; to them a French
or Latin exercife is as ferious an occupas
tion as the exercile of a trade or pro-
feffion is to a manj; and if they are
allowed to think the one right 70w, they
will not be brought hereafter to think that
the other is wrong ; for the opinions and
pradtices fixed at this carly feafon are not
eafily altered. By this overfight even the
friends of religion may be contributing
eventually to that abolition of the Sabbath,
fo devoutedly withed by its enemies, as
the defired preliminary to the deftruction
of whatever is moft dear to Chuiftians:
What obftruction would it offer to the
general progrefs of youth, if all their Sun-
day exercifes (which, with reading, com-
pofing, tranferibing, and getting by heart,

K 4 might
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might be extended to an entertaining
variety) were adapted to the pecyliar na-
ture of the day? It is not meant to impofe
on them fuch rigorous ftudy as fhall convert
the day they fhould be taught to love into
a day of burdens and hardfhips, or to
abridge their innocent enjoyments; but
it is intended merely to fuggeft that there
fhould be a marked diftin€tion in the
nature of their employments and ftudies ;
for on the obfervance or neglet of this,
as was before obferved, their future notions
and principles will in a good degree
be formed. The Gofpel, in refcuing the
Lord’s day from the rigorous bondage
of the Jewifh Sabbath, never leflened the
obligation to keep it holy, nor meant
to fandtion any fecular occupation,
Though the author, chiefly writing with
a view to domeftic inftrution, has pur-
pofely avoided entering on the difputed
queftion, whether a fchool or home educa-
tion be beft; a queftion which perhaps
muft generally be decided by the ftate
of
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"of the individual home, and the ftate
of the individual fchool 5 yet fhe begs leave
to fuggeft one remark, which peculiarly
belongs' to a fchool education ; namely,
the general habit of converting the Sunday
into a vifiting day by way of gaining time;
as if the appropriate inftructions of the
Sunday were the cheapeft facrifice which
could be made to pleafure.” Even in thofe
{chools, in which religion is confidered as
an indifpenfible part of inftruclion, this
kind of inftru@ion is almoft exclufively
limited to Sundays: how then are girls
ever to make any progrefls in this moft
important article, if they are habituated to
lofe the religious advantages of the fchool,
for the fake of having more dainties
for dinner abroad? This remark cannot
be fuppofed to apply to the vifits which
children make to religious parents, and
indeed it only applies to thofe cafes where
the fchool is a confcientious {chool, and the
vifit a trifling vifit,

Among
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a good fhare of wordly conver

138 * THE EMPLOYMENT OF TIME.

Amorng other fubjets ‘which engrofs

n, one
of the moft' attralting is beauty. Many
g ¥ y

ladies have often ‘a random way of talking

rapturoufly on' the 'general 'importance

of beauty, who are yet prudent enough

to ‘be' very ng to let “their own

rs find out they are handfome.

the contrary courfe might be
afer. © If “the little liftener were not
conftantly hearing that beauty is the beft
gift, fhe would not be fo vain from fancy-
tfelf to be the beft gifted. ' Be lefs

ing

fo

licitous, therefore, to conceal from her

a fecret which with all your watchfulnefs
the will be fure to find out, without your
telling; but rather feek to lower the

3 ghter in all things ‘to a
rent {tandard from that of the world.
It is not by vulgar people and fervants
nly that fhe will be told of her being
She will be hearing it not only

adics, but from grave men ; fhe

will
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will be hearing it from the whole world
around her. The antidote to the prefent
danger is not now to be fearched for; it
muft be already operating ; it muft have
been provided for in the foundation laid in-
the general principle the had been imbib-
ing, before this particular temptation of
beauty came in queftion. And this general
principle is an habitual indifference to
flattery. ' She muft have learnt not to be
intoxicated by the praife of the world.
She muft have learnt to eftimate things by
their intrinfic worth, rather than by the
world’s eftimation.  Speak to her with
particular kindnefs and commendation of
plain but amiable girls; mention with
compaffion fuch as are handfome but
ill-educated ; fpeak cafually of fome who
were once thought pretty, but have ceafed
to be good 5 make ufe of the fhortnefs and
uncertainty of beauty, as ftrong additional
reafons for making ‘that which is little
valuable in itfelf, ftill lefs valuable. As it
is a new idea which is always dangerous,

you
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you may thus break the force of this
danger by allowing her an early intro-
duétion to this inevitable knowledge, which
would become more interefting, and of
courfe more perilous by every additional
year: and if you can guard againft that
fatal error of letting her fee that fhe
is more loved on account of her beauty,
her familiarity with the idea may be lefs
than its novelty afterwards would prove.
But the great, and conftant danger
to which young perfons in the higher
walks of life are expofed, is the prevailing
turn and fpirit of general converfation.
Even the children of better families, who
are well inftruéted when at their ftudies,
are yet at other times continually behold-
ing the worLD fet up in the higheft and
moft advantageous point of view. = Seeing
the world ! knowing the world! ftanding
well with the world ! making a figure in
the world ! is fpoken of as including the
whole fum and fubftance of human ad-
vantages.  They hear their education
almoft
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almoft exclufively alluded to with refer-
ence to the figure it will enable them to
make in the world. In almoft all coms
panies, they hear all that the world admires
fpoken of with admiration ; rank flattered,
fame coveted, power fought, beauty idol-
ized, money confidered as the one thing
needful, and as the atoning fubftitute for
the want of all other things ; profit held
up as the reward of virtue, and wordly efti-
mation as the juft and higheft prize of law-
ful ambition; and after the very fpirit of
the world has been thus habitually infufed
into them all the week, one cannot expeét
much effe& from their being coldly told
now and then on Sundays, that they muft
not ¢ love the world, nor the things of the
< world.” To tell them once in feven days
that it is a fin to gratify an appetite which
you have been whetting and ftimulating
the preceding fix, is to require from them
a power of felf-control, which our know-
ledge of the.impetuofity of the paffions,

efpecially
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efpecially in early age, fhould have taught

us is impoffible. 4
This is'not 'the place tovanimadvert on

the  ufual  mifappli

ionof the phrafe,

¢ knowing the ‘world ;** which term is

commonly applied, in the w:

y of pane-
gyric, to keen, defigning, felfith, ambi.

18y

nankind in order

tious men, who ftudy
to turn it to their own account. But in
i the true fenfe of the expreffion, the fenfe |
which Chriftian parents would with to im- |
i prefs on their childr

en, to know the world,
is to know its emptinefs

its vanity, its futi-

lity, and its wicl

To know it, is to
Hi e defpife-it; and in this'view, an obfcure
Chriftian in a village may be {

d to know
it better than a hoary courtier or wily poli-
tician for how can they be faid to Anowit,
who go on to love it, to value it, to be led
captive by its allurements, to give their
foul in exc

hange for its lying promifes ?
But while fo falfe an eftimate is often

made in fathionable fociety of the real

9 value
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value of things; that is, while Chriftianity
does not furnith the ftandard, and human
opinion does ; while the multiplying our
defires is confidered as a fymptom of
elegance, though to fubdue them is made
the grand criterion of religion ; while mo-
deration is beheld as indicating a poornefs
of fpirit, though to that very poverty of
fpirit the higheft promife of the Gofpel
is affigned ;  while worldly wifdom is
enjoined by worldly friends, in contra-

dom
¢ of the world is foolithnefs with God ;"
while the praife of man is to be fought in

diftion to that affertion,  that the w

oppofition to' that affurance, that

“ of man worketh a fnare <> while thefe
things are fo, and that they are {o in a
good degree who will deny? may we
venture to® affirm that a Chriftian educa-

not

tion, though not an impoffible,
very difficult work ?




CHAP. VI

Filial obedience not the character of - the age.
—A com n with the preceding age
in this repect.—Thofe who tultivate the
mind advifed 10 fiudy the nature of the
Joil ~Unpromifing  children  often. make
Jerong characters.—Teachers too apt to

pains - almoft exclufively to

i} children of parts.

devote th

i AM(\N(‘. the real improvements of mo-
L dern times, and they are not a few, it is to
il be feared that the growth of filial obedience
i cannot be included. - Who can forbear
obferving and’ regretting in a variety of
inftances, that net only fons but daughters
have 2dopted fomething of that fpirit of

independence, and difdain of control, which
rife' the times ? And is it not

chara

ious that domeftic manners are not
flightly

ob

1

w
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flightly tinétured with the hue of public
principles?. The rights of man have been
difcufled, till we are fomewhat wearied
with the difcuffion.  To thefe have been
oppofed, with more prefumption than
prudence, the rights of woman. Tt follows,
according to the matural progreffion of
human things, that the next {tage of that
irradiation which our enlighteners are
pouring in upon’ us will produce grave
defeants on the rights of children.

This revolutionary fpirit in families
fuggefts the remark, that among the faults
with which it has been too much the
fafhion of recent times to load the memory
of the incomparable Milton, one of the
charges brought againft his private cha-
tecter (for with his political character we
have here nothing to do) has been, that he
was o fevere a father as to have compelled
his daughters, after he was blind, to read
aloud to him, for his fole pleafure, Greek
and Latin authors of which they did not
underftand a word. But this is in fact

VOL, L L nothing
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nothing more than an inftance of the
ftrict domeftic = regulations of the age
in which Milton lived; and fhould not be
brought forward as a proof of the feverity
his individual temper. Nor indeed

in any cafe fhould it ever be confidered as
an -hardfhip for an affeftionate child to
afflited parent, though it fhould
be attended with a heavier facrifice of her

amufe

own pleafure than in the prefent inftance*.

Is the author then inculcating the harfh

doétrine of parental aufterity? By no
I o O

# In fpite of this too prevailing*fpisit, numberlefs
uced of filial affection tr
And the author

inftances mig

Jf daughters who were both hands and

uly blind fathers It is but

fe e are not taken

middle rank of life which ‘Milton filled,

eft officers in the

from the daughters of the high

means..
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means. It drives the gentle' fpirit to
artifice, and the rugged to defpair. It
generates deceit and cunning, . the moft
hopelefs and hateful in the whole catas
logue of female failings. © Ungoverned
anger in the teacher, and inability  to
diferiminate between venial - errors and
premeditated offence, though they may
lead a timid creature to hide wrong tem-
pers, or to conceal bad a&ions, will not
help her to fubdue. the one or corred
the other. Severity will drive terrified
children to feek, not for reformation, but
for impunity. A readinefs to forgive them
promotes franknefs, And we fhould, above
all things, encourage them to be frank,
in order to come at their faults. They
have not more faults for being open, they
only difecover more.

Difcipline, ' however, is not cruelty,
and reftraint is not feverity.  We muft
firengthen the fecble, while we repel the
bold.. ‘The cultivator of the human mind
muft, like the gardener, fudy diverfities

La of
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of foil. The fkilful labourer knows that
even where the furface is not particularly
promifing, there is often a rough ftrong
ground which will amply repay the trouble
of breaking it up; yet we are often
moft. taken with a foft furface, though
it conceal a fhallow depth, becaufe it
promifes prefent reward and little trouble.
But ftrong and pertinacious tempers, of
swhich perhaps obftinacy is the leading
vice, under fkilful management often turn
out fteady and fterling charaters; while
from fofter clay a firm and vigorous
virtue is but feldom produced.

But thefe revolutions in charaéter can-
not be effeted by mere education.
Plutarch has obferved that the medical
fcience would never be brought to per-
fe@ion till poifons fhould be converted
into phyfic. What our late improvers
in natural fcience have done in the medical
world, by converting the moft deadly
ingredients ‘into inftruments of life and
health, Chriftianity with a fort of divine
7 Alchymy
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Alchymy has effected in the moral world,
by that tranfmutation which makes thofe
paffions which have been working for fin
become a@ive in the caufe of religion.
The violent temper of Saul of Tarfus
which was * exceedingly mad”” againt the
faints of God, did God fee fit to convert
into that burning zeal which enabled Paul
the Apoftle to labour fo unremittingly for
the converfion of the Gentile world.
Chriftianity indeed does not fo much give
us new affeftions or facultics, as give
a new direion to thofe we already have.
She changes that forrow of the world
which worketh death, into ¢ godly forrow
¢ which worketh repentance.”” ~ She
changes our anger againit the perfons we
diflike, into hatred of their fins. ¢ The
< fear of man which worketh a’fnare,”
fhe tranfmutes into ¢ that fear of God
>* That religion
does not extinguifth the paffions, but alters
their obje, the animated exprefions of
the fervid Apoftle confirm—*¢ Yea, what

L3 « fear-

¢ which worketh falvation.
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¢ fearfulng
¢ felves; yea, what ind,
¢4 fear ; yea, what ‘wve
¢ what zeal ; yea, what: revenge

; yea, what clearing of yours

a, what

ignation; y

nent defire; yea,

¢ 193

Thus, by fome of the molt troublefome

paflions of our ng converted

by the blefli

God on a religious
f >, a double
ufe, if I may be

it is the

the mctaphor,

=
©
g
<
g,

ixiliaries ;- and a foe fub-
And it is the

aflions, that

dued

when fhe fei 3 rrifon, fhe
deftroy the works, fhe does not

does nol

ot
burn the arfenal and fpike the cannon;
but the artillery fhe feizes, fhe turns to

whole force

her own ufe, and ‘plants
the has

inft the en

T

y {rom who

taken it.

2 Corinth;




'wHE BENEFITS OF RESTRAINT. 151

ecate harfhnefs,

But while I would dep
1 would enforce difcipline; and that not
merely on the ground of religion, but
1 One reafon not feldom

of hz::pincfx :
rought forward by tender but miftaken
as an apology for their un-

mothers 2
11 ally to weakly

bounded indulgence, efpe
children, is, that they probably will not
live to enjoy the world when grown up,
and that therefore they will not abridge
the little pleafure they may enjoy at pre-

fent. © Buta
would prove' that i error in judg-
t as well as in principle. For, omit-

g aonﬁuma\wn\ 1cmcﬂinn thcir

d ca-
lofe

all - relith ' for they

1;]@:\.
and become

perhaps

know they may re
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perhaps more miferable’ than even - thofe
children who labour under the mere
obvious and more commiferated misfor-
tune’ of fuffering under the tyranny of
unkind parents.

An early habitual reftraint is peculiarly
important to the future chara®er and
pinels of women, "They fhould when

> inured to contradiétion,
their bon-miots treafured
repeated to the guefts till they
begin to think it dull, when they them-
felves are not the little heroine of the
they fhould be accuftomed to
receive but little praife for their vivacity or
their wit, though they fhould receive juft
ition for their patience, their

th

commend

induftry, their humility, and other qualities

which have more worth than fplendour.
They fhould be led to diftruft their own
judgment ; they fhould learn not to mur-
expoftulation 3 -but fhould be
accuftomed to expect and to endure oppo-
fition. It is a leflon with which the world
will
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will not fail to furnith them; and they
will not pradife it the worfe for having
learnt it the foomer. It is of the laft
importance to their happinefs in life that
they fhould early acquire a fubmiffive
temper and a forbearing fpirit.  They
muft even endure to be thought wrong
fometimes, when they cannot but feel
they are right. And while they fhould
be anxioufly afpiring to do well, they muft
not expett always to cbtain the praife

of having done fo. ~But while a gentle
demeanor is inculcated, let them not be
inftructed to pracife gentlenefs merely on
the low ground of its being decorous, and
feminine, and pleafing, and calculated to
attra& human favour : but let them be
carefully taught to cultivate it on the high
principle of obedience o Chrift; on the
pra&ical ground of labouring after con-
formity to Him, who, when he propofed
himfelfas a perfe@ pattern of imitation, did
not fay, Learn of me, for I am great, or
wife, or mighty, but ¢ Learn of me, for I

¢ am




gly adding,
¢¢sand ye. 'Tha A hml ldL to your fouls.”’
them humility on the ordi-

Do not teach

nary ground that vanity is wnamiable, and

that no- one lowe them if they are

proud ; for the Lonly go to correét the

them foft and {fmiling

socrites.  But inform them, that ¢ God

it ¢ refifteth ‘th < them

s are gentle, them 1]1“.1

v.” In thef

€, as i all
ition to the

ly fubftituted in
in the place of too

out the cvent of adtions,

that human
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cafions of working gentle manners into an

5 &

habiton theironly truefound

ion, Chriftian
meeknels. For ¢hi

pofe I would again
urge your- calling in the example of our
Redeeme

in aid of his precepts. Endea-
vour to make your pupil feel that all the
wonders e ited in his life do not fo
overwhelm the awakened heart with rap-
ture, love, and aftonifhment, as the per-
petual inftances of his humility and meek-
nefs. Stupendous miracle

ifes of
infinite power prompted by infinite mercy,
are ations which we fhould naturally
enough conceive as growing out of the
divine perfettions: but filence under

cruel mockings, patience under reproach,

gentlenefs of demeanor under unparalleled
injuries 3 thefe are perfetions of which
unaffifted nature not only has no concep-
tion in a Divine Being, but at which §t
would revolt, had not the reality been
exemplified by our perfect pattern.  Heal-
ing the fick, feeding the multitude, reftor-
ng the blind, rai

ng the dead, are dee
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of which we could form fome adequate
flarily flowing from Almighty
goodunefs: but to wafh hi

—t0 pr

idea, as nece

difciples’ feet;

ch the Gofpel to the poor,—to

for - that heroes
mo‘r.cs,—but to
“fecutors;

renounce not only
have done on

derers wi

things ‘which, while. tk
ery out with the ' Centurion, ¢ Truly
¢ this was the S of Ged,” fhould
they are not only
of his charaéter.

ch we are not

d us a

temi

able but #

aa

Thefe are p

bmd\' to contemplate and
k

nt admirati re-
ﬁridcd to -the di Re-

deemer ; but we mw’ confider them as

u.\w‘ to ire allo, whi

in cont

d in our

meafure go and do likewife.

Elevate your t hes for one mor
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‘o this ftandard, and then go, if you can,
dnd teach your children to be mild, and
foft,'and gentle on worldly grounds, on
human motives, and as an external attrac«
tion.

There is @ cuftom among teachers;
which is not the more right for being
common; they rare apt to beftow an
undue proportion ‘of pains on children of
the beft capacity, ‘as if ‘only geniufes
were worthy of attention. They fhould
refle@ that in moderate talents, carefully
cultivated, we are perhaps to look for the
chief happinefs and virtue of focicty. If
gcmua had l\ﬁc'x generally

now confider as extraordina

while we are corfcientioufly in
children of moderate capacity, it is a
comfort to reflet, that if no labour will
raife them to a high degree in the fcale of
intelle€tual excellence, yet they may be led

on
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on to perfection irf that road in which
 a way-faring man, though fimple, fhall
“ not err.”  And when a mother feels
difpofed to repine that her family is not
likely to exhibit a groupe of future wits
and growing beauties, let her confole her-
felf by looking abroad into the world,
where fhe will quickly perceive that the

monopoly of inefs is not engrofled

by beauty, nor that of virtue by ge-
nius.

Perhaps mediocrity of parts was de-
creed to be the ordinary lot, by way of
{ 5 to induftry, an

ftrengthe ives to virtuous ap-

plication. ous that mo-

s, carefully carried to that

are

verfection of which the

capable, often e to

outft

ge and

tal endov

of Providence:
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tiant fouthern clime, where ‘Nature has
dene every thingin the way of vegetation,
indolently ‘lays hold on this very fersility
as a plea for doing nothing himfelf; 'fo
that the foil which teems with

h encou-
raging abundance leaves the pofleflor idte:

while the native of the lefs ge

al region,
fupplying by his labours the deficiencies
of his lot, overtakes his more favoured
competitor; by fubftituting induftry for
opulence, he improves the riches of his
native' land beyond that which is bleffed

with warmer , and thus vindicates

Providence from the charge ‘of partial dil-

tribution.
A girl who 'has dc
be found ‘to w:

ity will feldom
Jing fuffic

1nde

for all the purpofes of a
and a pious life. And

for parents to fet out with too fanguine

a dependance on  the re their children

are to make in life; as it is
be difcour

reafonable to

ged at every difappointment.
‘Want of fuccefs is fo far from fur

5 motive
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motive for relaxing their energy, that it i
a teafon for redoubling it. Let them
fufp=Ct their own plans, and reform them
let them diftruft their own principles, and
correét them. ‘The generality of parents
do too little; fome do much, and mifs
their reward, becaufe they look not to any
ftrength beyond thir own: after much is
done, much will remain undone; for the
entire regulation of the heart and affections
is not the ‘work of education alone, but
the operation of divine grace. Will it be
accounted enthufiafin to fuggeft ¢ that
 the fervent effectual prayer of &
“ righteous parent availeth much?”’ and
perhaps the reafon why fo many anxious
mothers fail of fuceefs is, becaufe they
repofe with confidence in their own fkill
and labour, without looking to Him with-
out whofe blefling they do but labour
in vain.

On the other hand, is it not to be feared
that fome pious parents have fallen into
an error of an oppofite kind? From a
full
full
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full conviction that human endeavours are
vain, and that it is God alone who can
change the heart, they are earneft in their
prayers, but not fo earneft in their en-
deavours.  Such parents fhould be re-
minded, that if they do not add their
exertions to their prayers, their children
are not likely to be more benefited than
the children of thofe who do not add their
prayers to their exertions. What God
has joined, let not man prefume to fepa-
rate. It is the work of God, we readily
acknowledge, to implant - religion in the
heart, ‘and to maintain it there as a ruling
principle of condu@®. And is it not the
fame God which' caufes the corn to grow ?
Are-mot our natural lives conftantly pre-
ferved by his power? Who will deny
that in him we live, and move, and have
our being? But how are thefe works
of God carried on? By means which he
has appointed. By ‘the labour of the
hufbandman the corn is made to grow.
By food the body is fuftained: and by

VIOL, I, M religious
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religious inftruction God is pleafed to work
upon the human heart. ~ As far as we fee
of the ways of God, all his works are
carried on by means. It becomes there-
fore our duty to ufe the means and truft
in God; to remember that God will not
work without the means; and that the
means can effe@ nothing without his bleff-
ing. ¢ Paul may plant and Apollos water,
<« but it is God muft give the increafe.”
But to what does he give ‘the increafe ?
To the exertions of Paul and Apollos.
1t is never faid, becaufe God only can
give the increafe, that Paul and Apollos
may fpare their labour.

It is one grand object to give the young
probationer juft and fober views of the
world on which fhe is about to enter.
Inftead of making her bofom bound at the

near profpect of emancipation from her -

inftruétors ; inftead of teaching her young
heart to dance with premature flutterings
as the critical winter draws near in which
fhe is to come out ; inftead of raifing a
tumult
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tumult in her buly imagination at the
approach of her fitlt grown up ball ; en-
deavour to convince her, that the world
will not turn out to be that fcene of
unvarying and never-ending delights which
the has perhaps been led to exped, not
only from the fanguine temper and warm
fpirits natural to youth, but from the
value fhe has feen put on thofe fhowy
accomplithments which have too pro-
bably been fitting her for her exhibition
in life. Teach her that this world is not
a ftage for the difplay of fuperficial talents,
but for the ftrict and fober exercife of for-
titude, temperance, meeknefs, faith, dili-
gence, and felf-denial; of her due per-
formance  of ' which Chriftian  graces,
Angels will be fpetators, and God the
judge. Teach her that human life is not
a fplendid romance, fpangled over with
brilliant adventures, and enriched with
extraordinary occurrences, and diverfified
with wonderful incidents ; lead her not to
expet that it will abound (with fcenes

M2
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which will call fhining qualities and great
powers into perpetual ation ; and «for
which if fhe acquit herfelf well fhe will be
rewarded with proportionate fame and
certain commendation.  But apprize hef
that human life is a true hiftory, many
paffages of which will be dull, obfcure,
and uninterefting ; fome perhaps tragical;
but that whatever gay incidents and pleaf-
ing fcenes may be interfperfed in the
progrefs of the plece, yet finally « one
« event happeneth to all;” to all there is
awful and infallible cataftrophe. Ap-

one
prize her that the eftimation which man-
kind forms of merit is not always juft, nor
its praife exatly proportioned to defert;
that the world weighs actions in far dif-
ferent {cales from ¢ the balance of the
¢ fanétuary,” and eftimates worth by
a far different ftandard from that of the.
gofpel : apprize her that while her beft
intentions: may be fometimes calumniated,
and her beft actions mifreprefented, the will
bc liable to receive commendation on
occafions
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occafions wherein her confcience will tell
her fhe has not deferved it.

Do not however give her a gloomy and
difcouraging picture of the world, but
rather feck to give her a juft and fober
view' of the part fhe will have to a&
in it. And humble the impetuofity of
hope, and cool the ardour of expecation,
by explaining to her, that this part, even
in her beft eftate, will probably confift in
a fucceffion of petty trials, and a round of
quiet duties which, however well per-
formed, though they will make little or
no figure in the book of Fame, will prove
of vaft importance to her in that day when
another  book is opened, and the judg-
“ ment is fet, and every one will be
judged according to the deeds done
in the body, whether they be good
¢ or bad.”

Say not that thefe juft and fober views
will cruelly wither her young hopes,
and deaden the innocent fatisfactions of
life. It is mot true. There is, happily,

M 3 an

«

13
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an adtive {pring in the mind of youth
which bounds with frefh vigour and un-
injured elafticity from any fuch temporary
depreflion. . It is not meant that you
fhould darken her profpe&, fo much asg
that you thould enlighten her underftand-
ing to contemplate it. And though her
feelings, taftes, and paflions, will all be
againft you, if you fet before her a faithful
delineation of life, yet it will be fomething
to get her judgment on your fide, It
is no unkind office to affift the fhort view
of youth with the aids of long-fighted
experience, -to enable them to difcover
fpots in the brightnefs of that life which
dazzles them in profpe@, though it is
probable they will after all choofe to
believe their own eyes rather than the
offered glafs.,




fabr

CHAP. VIL

On female fludy, and initiation into know-
ledge.—Error of cultivating the imagina-
tion to the neglect of the judgment.—-Books
of reafoning recommended.

As this little work by no means afflumes
the chara&er of a general fcheme of edu-
cation, the author has purpofely avoided
expatiating largely on any kind of in-
ftruGtion ; but fo far as it is connetted,
cither immediately or remotely, with ob-
je@s of a moral or religious nature. Of
courfe fhe has been fo far from thinking it
neceffary to enter into the enumeration of
thofe books which are ufeful in general
inftru@tion, that fhe has forborne to
mentionany: With fuch books the rifing
generation is far more copioufly and ably
furnifhed than any preceding period has

M4 been 3
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been; and out of an’
judi
fuch a feletion as fhall be beneficial to the
pupil.

cellent variety the

ous inftru@or can hardly fail to make

But while due praife ought not to be
withheld from the improved methods of

commun;

ting the elements of general
knowledge ; yet is there not fome danger
that our very advantages may lead us into
error, by ca

fing us fo con-

fidently on the mt Ips which
facilitate the entrance into learning, as to
render our pupils fuperficial through the
very facility of acquirement? Where fo
much is done for them, may they. not
be led to do too little. for themfelves ?
May' ther
poffefling them with t}

not be a moral difz

dvantage in

> notion that learn-

inig may be acquired without diligence and
labour ? Sound education never can be
made a ¢ primrofe path of dalliance.”
Do what we will, we cannot cheat children
into learning, or play them into knowl ledge,
accordi

to the fmoothnefs of the modern
creed.
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creed. There is no idle way to any acquifi-
tions which really deferve the name. And
as Euclid, in order to reprefs the im-
petuous vanity of greatnefs, told his Sove-
reign that there was no royal way to
geometry, fo the fond mother may be
affured that there is no fhort cut to any other
kind of learning. -~ The tree of knowledge,
as a punifthment, perhaps, for its having
been at firft unfairly tafted, cannot now be
climbed without difficulty ; and this very
circumftance ferves afterwards to furnifh
not only literary pleafures, but moral
advantages: for the knowledge which
is acquired by unwearied affiduity is laft-
ing in the pofleflion, and fweet to the
pofleffor ; both perhaps in proportion to
the coft and labour of the acquifition.
And though an able teacher ought to
endeavour, by improving the communicat-
ing faculty in himfelf, (for many know
what - they cannot teach,). to foften every
difficulty ; yet in fpite of the kindnefs and
ability with which he will fmooth every

obftruction,
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obftrudion, it is probably, among the wi
inftitutior
culdes fhould ftill remain. . For education
is but an initiation into that life of trial to

s of Providence, that great diffi-

which we are introduced on our entrance
into this world.. It is the firft breaking-
in to that ftate of toil and labour to which

we are born, and to which {in has made us
liable ; and in this view of the fubje@ the
acquifition of learning may be converted to
higher ufes than fuch as are purely literary.

Will it not be afcribed to a captious
fingularity if I venture to remark that real
knowledge and real piety, though they
may have gainec

in many inftances, have
fuffered in others from that profufion of
h
which the youthful library overflows?

little, amufing, fentimental books w

Abundance has its dangers as well as
fcarcity. In the firlt place may not the
multiplicity of thefe alluring little works
1étance to thofe

increafe the natural rel

more dry and ur

which, aft
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part: of learning /2 confit? And,
fecondly, is there not fome danger (though
there are many honourable exceptions)
that fome of thofe engaging narratives
may ferve toinfufe into the youthful heart
a fort of fpurious goodnefs, a confidence of
virtue, a parade of Charity ? And that the
benevolent actions with the recital of which
they abound, when they are not made to
flow from any fource but feeling, may tend
to infpire a felf-complacency, a felf-gratu-
fation, a ¢ ftand by, for I am holier than
¢ thou ?”” May they not help to infufe a
love of popularity and an anxiety for
praife, in the place of that fimple and
unoftentatious rule of doing whatever good
we do, becaufe it is the will of God? The
univerfal fubffitution of . this principle
would tend to purify the worldly morality
of many a popular little ftory. And there
are few dangers which good parents will
more carefully guard againft than that of
giving their children a mere political piety ;
that fort of religion which juft goes to make

peopke
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people more refpectable, and to ftand well
with the world ; 4 religion which is to fave
appearances without inculeating realities

There is a certain precocity of mind
which is much helped on by thefe fuper-
ficial modes of inftruction; for frivolous
reading will ‘produce its correfpondent
effed, in much lefs time than books
of folid inftru@ion ; the imagination being
liable to be worked upon, and the feelings
to be fet a-going, much fafter than the
underftanding can be opened and the
nt enlightened. A talent for con-
on fhould be the refult of educa-
tion, not its precurfor ; it is a golden fruit

* An ingenious (and in many refp

ufeful)

ch en-

French Treatife on Edu

tion, has too

couraged this political picty ; by confidering religion
as a thing of human convention, rathe

divine infti

than of

tion ; as

creditable, rather than

anded ; by ereéting the doctrin of expediency
in the place of Chriftian fimplicity; and wearing
away the fpirit of truth, by the (ulwnmmn of ocea-

fional deceit, cquivocation, fubterfuge, and mental

refervation,

when
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when fuffered to ripen gradually on the
tree of knowledge ; but if forced in the
hot-bed of a circulating library, it will
turn out worthlefs and vapid in proportion

as it was artificial and premature. Girls
who have been accuftomed to devour
frivolous books, will converfe and write
with a far greater appearance of fkill as
to ftyle and fentiment at twelve or four-
teen years old, than thofe of a more
advanced age who are under the difcipline
of feverer ftudies; but the former having
early attained to that low ftandard which
had been held out to them, became
ftationary ; while the latter, quietly pro-
greflive, are pafling through juft gradations
to a higher ftrain of mind; and thofe
who early begin with talking and writing
like women, commonly end with thinking
and adting like children.

The {warms of Abridgments, Beauties,
and  Compendiums, which form too con-
fiderable a part of a young lady’s library,
may be confidered in many inftances as an

infallible
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eipt for making a fuperficial

ind.” The names of the renowned cha:
raters in hiftory thus become familiar in
the mouths of thofe who can neither
ach to the ideas of the perfon, the feries
of his altions nor the peculiarities of his
charadter. A few fine paflages from the
poets  (paf
their ¢

Tages perhaps which derive

ief beauty; from their pofition
and conneétion) are huddled together . by
fome extraé-maker, whofe brief and dife
connefted . patches of - broken and dif-
cordant i s, while they inflame young

readers with the vanity of reciting, neither

fill the mind nor form the tafte : and it is

not difficult to ‘trace back to their fhallow

fources the: hackney’d quotations of cers

tain ac

roung: ladies, who will be
{requently found not to have come legiti-

cly by any thing they know: I mean,
not to have drawn it fro;
the  orig;

s true {pring,

nal works' of the author from

which ¢

me: beauty-monger ‘has fevered it
Human inconfiftency in this, ‘as in othet
6 cafes,
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cafes, wants to combine two irreconcile
able things; it ftrives to unite the reputa-
tion of knowledge with the pleafures of
idlenefs, forgetting that nothing that is
valuable can be obtained without facrifices,
and that if we would purchafe: knowledge
we muft pay for it the fair and lawful
price of time and induftry. For this
extratt-reading, while it accommodates
itfelf to the convenience, illuftrates the

chara&ter of the in which we live.

The appetite for pleaf
The appetite for pleaf

eafe and indolence wh

e, and that love of
h is generated by
fte for found im-

v

it, leave little time or tal
provement ; -while. the  vanity, which js
equally a cha i
period, puts in its

the

eriftic  of

gence, and contrives  to
thefe little fnatches of re
the fhort intervals of
ments.

Befides, the tafte, thus j

delicious morfels, is carly

young reader: of thefe. cliflered: &
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conceives a difrelifh for every thing whiclk
is plain, and is impatient if obliged to get
through thofe' equally neceffary though
lefs fhowy parts of a work, in which per-
haps the author gives the beft proof of his
judgment by keeping under that occafional
brilliancy of which thefe fuperficial ftu-
dents are in conftant purfuit. - In all well-
written books, there is much that is good
which is ‘not dazzling ; and thefe fhallow
critics fhould be taught, that it is for the
more tame and uninterefting parts of his
work, that the judicious poet commonly
referves thofe flowers, whofe beauty is
defaced when they are plucked from. the
garland into which he had fo {kilfully
woven them.

The remark, however, is by no means
of general application ; there are many va-
luable works which from their bulk would
be almoft inacceflible to a great number of
readers, and a confiderable part of which
may not be generally ufeful.  Even in the
beft written books  there is often fuper-

7 fluous
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fluous matter ; authors are apt to get
enamoured of their fubjet, and to dwell
too long on it : every perfon-cannot find
time to read a longer work on any fubject,
and yet it may be well for them to know
fomething on almoft every fubjet; thofe,
therefore, who abridge voluminous works
judicioufly, render fervice to the commu-
nity. But there feems, if I may venture
the remark, to be a miftake in the ufe of
abridgments.  They are put fyftematically
into the hands of youth, who have, or
ought to have, leifure for the works at
large ; while abridgments feem more im
mediately calculated for perfons in more
advanced life, who with to recall fomething
they had forgotten ; who want to reftore
old ideas rather than acquire new ones;
or they are ufeful for perfons immerfed in
the bufinefs of the world, who have little
Leifure for voluminous reading. They are
excellent to refrefh the mind, but not
competent to form it,

YOL. 15 N Perhaps
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Pethaps there is fome analogy between
the tental and 'bodily conformation of
women: 'The inftructor therefore thould
imitate the phyfician. If the latter pre-
fcribe ‘bracing medicines for a body of
which delicacy is the difeafe, the former
would do well to prohibit relaxing reading
for a mind which is already of too foft
a texture, and fhould ftrengthen its feeble
tone by invigorating reading.

By foftnefs, I cannot be fuppofed to
mean imbecility of underftanding, but
natural foftnefs of heart, together with
that indolence of fpirit-which is foftered by
indulging in feducing books, and in the
general habits of fathionable life.

1 mean not here to recommend books
which are immediately religious, but fuch
as exercife the reafoning faculties, teach
the mind to get acquainted with its own
nature, -and to ftir up its. own powers.
Let not a timid young lady ftart if I fhould
venture to recommend to her, after 2
proper
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proper courfe of ‘preparation, to fwallow
and digeft fuch ftrong meat as Watts’s or
Duncan’s little book of Logi¢, fome parts
of Mr. Locke’s Effay on the Human Un:
derftanding, and Bithop Butler’s Analogy.
Where thete is leifure, and capacity, and
anable friend to comment and to counfel,
works of this nature might be profitably
fubftituted in the place of fo much Englith
Sentiment, French = Philofophy, Italian
Love Songs, and fantaftic German imagery
and magic wonders. While fuch ener-
vating or abfurd books fadly difqualify the
reader for folid purfuit. or vigorous think-
ing, the ftudies here recommended would
a&t upon the conftitution of the mind as a
kind of alterative, and, if I may be allowed
the expreffion, would help to brace the in-
tellettual ftamina.

This is however by no means intended
to exclude works of tafte and imagination,
which muft always make the ornamental
part, and of courfe a very confiderable
part, of female ftudies. It is only fug-

N 2 gefted,
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gefted, that they fhould not form them
entirely and exclufively. = For what is
called dry tough reading, -independent
of the knowledge it conveys, is ufeful as
an habit, and wholefome as an exercife.
Serious {tudy ferves to harden the mind
for more trying confli¢ts; it lifts the reader
from fenfation to intellett ; it abftrad@s
her from the ‘world and its ‘vanities; ‘it
fixes a wandering fpirit, and fortifies a
weak one s it divorces her from matter ;
it correts that fpirit of trifling which fhe
naturally’ contracs from the frivolous turn
of female converfation, and the petty
nature of female employments ; it concen-
trates her attention, aflifts her in a habit of
excluding trivial thoughts, and thus even
ious purfuits.
Yes, I repeat it, there is to woman a
Chriftian ufe to be made of fober ftudies ;
while books of an oppofite caft, however

helps to qualify her for rel

Une;

xceptionable they may be fometimes
found in point of expreflion, however free
from
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from evil in its more grofs and palpable
fhapes, yet by their very nature and confti-
tution they excite a {pirit of relaxation, by
exhibiting fcenes and ideas which foften
the mind and fet the fancy at work ; they
impair its general powers of refiftance, and
4t beft feed habits of improper indulgence,
and nourith a vain and vifionary indolence,
which lays the mind open to error and
the heart to fedution.

Women are little accuftomed to clofe
reafoning on any fubject ; ftill lefs do they
inure their minds to confider particular
parts of a fubjeé ; they are not habituated
to turn a truth round, and view it in all its
varied afpects and pofitions ; ard this per-
haps is one caufe (as will be"obferved
in another * place) of the too great confi-
dence they ate difpofed to place in their
own opinions. Though their imagination
is already too lively, and their judgment
naturally incorret ; in educating them wé

* Chapter on Converfation,

N 3 go
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goon to ftimulate the imagination, while -
we neglect the regulation of the judgment.
They already want ballaft, and we make
their education confit in continually
crowding more fail than they can carry,
Their intelleCtual powers being fo little
ftrengthened by exercile, makes every
little bufinefs appear a hardfhip to them :
whereas ferious ftudy would be: ufeful,
were it only that it leads the mind to. the
habit of conquering difficulties., But it is
peculiarly, hard to turn at once from
the indolent repofe of light reading, from
the concerns of mere animal life, the
objets, of fenfe, or the frivoloufnefs  of
chit chat; it is peculiarly hard I fay,
to a-mind . fo. foftened, to refcue itfelf
from the dominion of felf-indulgence, to
tefume -its powers; to call home its fcat-
tered ftrength, to fhut out every foreign
intrufien, te force back g fpring fo un-
gatyrally bent, rand: to. devote itfelf  to
religious reading, to active bufinefs, to re-
fletion, or' felf-examination's’ whereas to
an
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" an intelle& accuftomed to think at all, the
difficulty of thinking ferioufly is obvioufly
leflened.

Far be it from me to defire to make
fcHolaftic ladies or female  dialecticians 5
but there is litrle fear that the kind of
pooks here recommended, if thoroughly
ftudied, and not fuperficially fkimmed,
will make them pedants or induce conceit;
for by fhewing them the poffible powers
of the human mind, you will bring them
to fee the littlenefs of theirown; and to
get acquainted with the mind, and to regu~
late and inform it, does not feem the way
to puff it up. But let her who is difpofed
to be elated with her literary acquifitions,
check her vanity by calling to ‘mind the
juft remark of Swift, < that after all her
¢ boafted acquirements, a woman will, ge-
¢ nerally fpeaking, be found to poflefs
« lefs of what is called learning than
¢ a common fchool-boy.”

Neither is there any fear that thisfort of
reading will convert ladies into authors.

N 4 The
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The dire& contrary’effect will be likely to
be produced by the perufal of writers who
throw the generality of readers at fuch an
unapproachable diftance as: to check pre-
fumption, inftead of exciting it. Who are
thofe ever multiplying authors, that with
unparalleled fecundity are overftocking the
world with their quick-fucceeding progeny?
They are novel-writers 5 the  eafinefs of
whofe productions is at once the caufe of
their own fruitfulnefs, and of the almoft
infinitely numerous race of imitators to
whom they give birth. - Such is the fright-
ful facility of this fpecies of compofition,
that every raw girl, while fhe reads, is
tempted to fancy that the can alfo write,
And as Alexander, on perufing the Tliad,
found by congenial fympathy the image
of Achilles in his own ardent foul, and felt
himfelf the hero he was ftudying ; and as
Corregio, on firft beholding a picture
which exhibited the perfection of the
Graphic art, prophetically felt all his own
future greatnefs, and cried out in rapture,
¢ And
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s¢And I too am a painter!” fo a
thorough paced novel-reading Mifs, at the
clofe of every tiflue of hackney’d adven-
tures, feels within herfelf the ftirring
impulfe of correfponding genius, and
triumphantly exclaims, ¢ And I too am an
“ author!””  The glutted imagination
foon overflows with the redundance of
cheap fentiment and plentiful incident,
and by a fort of arithmetical proportion,
is enabled by the perufal of any three
novels, to preduce a fourth; till every
frefh  production, like the progeny of
Banquo, is followed by

Another, and another, and another * {

* It is furely not neceffary to ftate,” that no
difrefpect can be here intended to thofe females
of real genius and correét charaéter, fome of whofe
jultly admired writings in this kind are accurate
hittories of life and manners, and ftriking delineations
of charater. It is not their fault if their works have
been attended with the confequences which ufually
attend good originals,, that of giving birth to a mul-
titude of miferable imitations.

Is
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Is a lady, however deftitute of talents,
education, or knowledge of the world,
whofe ftudies have been completed by a
circulating library, in any diftrefs of mind ?
the writing a novel fuggefts itfelf as, the
beft foother of her forrows! Does fhe
labour under any depreffion of circum-
ftances ? writing a novel occurs as. the
readieft receipt for mending them! And
the folaces herfelf with the conviction that
the fubfcription which has been given to
her importunity or her neceffities, has
becn offered as an homage to her genius.
And this confidence inftantly levies a frefh
contribution for a fucceeding work. Ca-
pacity and cultivation are fo little taken
into the account,. that writing a book
feems to be now confidered as the only
fure refource which the idle and the illite-
rate have always in their power.

May the Author be indulged in a fhort

digreffion while the remarks, though ra-
ther out of its place, that the corruption

occa-~
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occafioned. by thefe books has fpread fo
wide, and defcended fo low, that not only
among milleners, mantua-makers, and
other trades where numbers work toge-
ther, the labour of one girl is frequently
facrificed that fhe may be fpared to read
thofe mifchievous books to the others ;
but fhe has been affured by clergymen,
who have witnefed the fa&, that they are
procured and greedily read in the wards
of our Hofpitals! an awful hint, that
thofe who teach the poor to read, fhould
not only take care to furnifh them with
principles which will lead them to abhor
corrupt books, but fhould alfo furnith
them with fuch books as fhall ftrengthen
and confirm their principles *. And let

* every

* "The above faéts furnifh no argument on the fide
of ‘thofe who would keep the poor in ignorance.
Thofe who cannot read can hear, and are likely to
hear to worfe purpofe than thofe who have been
better taught. And that ignorance furnifhes no
fecurity for integrity cither in morals or politics,
the late revolts in more than one country, remarkable

for
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every Chriftian remember, that there is
no other way of entering truly into the
fpirit of that divine prayer, which petitions
that the name of God may be “hallowed,”
that “ his kingdom (of grace) may come,”
and that “ his will may be done on earth
“as it is in heaven,” than by each indivi-
dual contributing according to his meafure
to accomplith ‘the work for which he
prays; for to pray that thele great: ‘ob-
je@s may be promoted, without contri-
buting to their promotion by our exertions,
our money, and our influence, is a pal-
pable inconfiftency.

for the ignorance of the poor, fully illuftrate.
It is camettly hoped that the above facts may tend
to imprefs ladies with the fmportance of fuperintend-
ing the infirution of the poor, and of making it an
indifpenfable part of their charity to give them moral,
and religious books.
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CHAP. VIL

On the religious and moral ufe of hiftory and
geography.

Bur while every fort of ufeful know-
.ledge fhould be. carefully imparted to
young perfons, it fhould be imparted not
merely for its own fake, but alfo for
the fake of its fubferviency to higher
things.  All human learning fhould be
taught, not as an end, but a means ; and
in this view even a leffon of hiftory or
geography may be converted into a leflon
of religion. In the ftudy of hiftory, the
inftruétor will accuftom the pupil' not
merely to ftore her memory with facts and
anecdotes; and to afcertain dates and
epochas ; but fhe will accuftom her alfo to
trace effe@s to their caufes, to examine the
fecret fprings of action, and accurately to

13 obferve
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obferve the operation of the paffions. It
is only meant to notice here fome few of
the moral benefits which may be derived
from a jodicious perufal of hiftory; and
from among other points of inftruction,
I felet the following :

The ftudy of ‘hiftory may ferve to give
a clearer infight into the corruption of
human natute ¢

It may fhow the plon of Providence
in the direCtion of events, and in the ufe
of unworthy inftruments :

It may affitt in the windication of Provi-
dence, in the common failute of virtue
and the fuccels of vice

It may lead to a diftruflt of our own
judgment :

It may contribute to our improvement
in felf-knowledge.

But to prove to the pupil the important
doctrine of human corruption from the
ftudy of hiftory, will require a truly
Chriftian commentator ; for, from the low
ftandard of right eftablif}

4 rality

hed by the gene-
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rality " of hiftorians, who eret fo many
perfons into' ‘good chara&ers who fall
fhort of the true idea of Chriftian virtue,
the unaffifted reader will be liable to
form very imperfeé views of what is real
goodnefs; and will conclude; as his author
fometimes does, that the true idea of
human nature is to be taken from the
medium between his beft and his worft
chara@ers; without acquiring ajuft notion
of that' prevalence of evil, which, in fpite of
thofe few brighter luminaries that here
and ‘there juft ferve to gild the gloom
of hiftory, tends abundantly to eftablith
the doGrine. It will indeed be continually
eftablifhing itfelf by thofe who, in perufing
the hiftory of mankind, carefully mark
the progrefs of fin, from the firft timid
irruption of an evil thought, to the fearlefs

accomplifhment of the abhorred crime in
which that thought has ended : from the
indignant queltion,  Is thy fervant a dog
¢ that he fhould do this great thing *?”

* 2 Kings, viil. 13.
w0
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to the perpetration ‘of that very enormity
of which he could not endure the flighteft
fuggeftion.

In this connetion may it not be ob-
ferved, - that young perfons fhould be put
on their guard againft a too implicit belief
in the flattering accounts which ‘fome
voyage-writers are fond of ‘exhibiting of
the virtue, amiablenefs, and benignity
of fome of the countries newly difcovered
by our circumnavigators, 'the fuperior
goodnefs afcribed to the Hindoos, and
particularly the account of the inhabite
ants of the Pellew Iflands? Thefe laft
indeed have been almoft: reprefented as
ed the univerfal taint of our
ire, and would feem by their
purity to have fprung from another an-
ceftor than Adam.

One - cannot forbear fufpecting  that

having efc

€ommon naf

thefe pleafing but fomewhat overcharged

of man, in his natural ftate, are

port
drawn with the invidious defign, by
counteracting the do@rine of human
corruption,
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ecotruption, todegrade the value' and even
deftroy the neceflity of the Chriftian relis
gion.  That in countries profefling Chrift-
fanity, very many are not Chriftians will

ily granted. Yet; to fay

be' too rea
nothing of the vaft fuperiority of goodnefs
in the lives of thofe who are really go-
verned by Chriftianity, is there not fome-
thing even in her reflex light which guides
to greater purity many of thofe who do
not profefs to walk by it ? I doubt much,
if numbers of the unbelievers of a Chrift-
fan country, from the founder views and
better habits derived incidentally and col-
laterally, as it were, from the influence of
a Gofpel, the truth of which however they
do not acknowledge, would not ftart at
many of the aftions which thefe heather
perfectionifts daily commit without hefita-
tion.

The religious reader of general hiftory
will obferve the controlling hand of Provie
dence in the direction of events, and in
turning the moft unworthy actions and

VOL: Is o inftru.
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inftruments to the accomplifhment of his
own, purpofes.  She will mark infinite
Wildom directing what appears to be cafual
occurrences, to the completion of his own
plan. . She will point out how  caufes

feemingly the moft unconneéted, events

feemingly the moft unpromifing, circum-
ftances feemingly the moft incongruous,
o] 1

are all wo:

cing together for fome final
good. She.will mark how national as

well as individual crimes are often over-

ruled to fome hidden purpofe far different
from the intention of the altors: how

Omnipotenice can and often does, bring
about the beft purpofes by the worft in-
ftruments: how the bloody and unjuft
conqueror is but ¢ the rod of His wrath,”
to punifh or to purify his offending children:
how ¢ the fury of the oppreflor,” and the
fufferings of the opprefled, will one day

2

vindicate His righteous = dealings. = She
will unfold to the lefs enlightened reader
how infinite Wildom often mocks the
infignificance of human greatnefs, and the
fhallow=
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fhallownefs of human ability, by fetting
afide inftruments the moft powerful, while
He works by agents compa

ratively con-
temptible.  But fhe will carefully guard
this dotrine of Divine Providence, thus
working out his own purpofes through the
fins of his creatures, and by the inftru-
; mentality of the wicked, by calling to
mind, that while the offender is but a tool
in the hands of the great artificer, ¢ yet
¢ woe be to him by whom the offence
1”” She will explain how all the
mutations and revolutions in ftates which
appear to us fo unaccountable, and how
thofe operations of Providence which feem
to us fo entangled and complicated, all
move harmonioufly and in perfet order :
that there is not an event but has its
commiffion; not a misfortune which
breaks its allotted rank ; ot a trial which
moves out of its appointed track.  While
calamities and crimes feem to fly in cafual
confufion, all is commanded or permitted ;
all is under the control of a wifdom which

¢ cometh

02 cannot
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cannot err, of a goodnefs ‘which cannot
do wrong.

To explain my meaning by a few in-
ftances. © When the fpirit of the youthful

en to. make

> ‘of jour ugn&ll Henry’s mar-
Boleyn; and when that

increafed hy the more open
y which brought about the execu-
tion of the latter ; the inftructor will not
afion for unfolding how
in_ the of  the Moft High the
king were overruled to the
happinefs of the country; and how, to
this inaufpicious marriage, from which the

crimeg of

heroic Llizabeth {prung, the Proteftant
religion owed its ﬁ*m frability.

She will exp!
€0’ {ts of ambition, after having deluged
a land with blood, and involved the perpe-

to her, how even the

rator in guilt, and ‘the inndcent vi&im in

ruin, may yet be, made the inftruments of
opening
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opening to future generations the way to
commerce, to civilization, to Chriftianity.
She may remind her, as they are following
Ceefar in his invafion of Britain, that
whereas the conqueror fancied he was only
gratifying his own inordinate ambition, ex~
tending the flight of the Roman E

mmottalizing his own name, and proving
that “ this world was made for Cecfar ;7
he was in reality becoming the effeftual
though unconfcious inftrument of leading
a land .of barbarians to ¢
to fcience: and was in fa& preparing an
ifland of Pagans to embrace the religion of

ization and

Chrift. She will inform her, that when
the above-named vitorious nation had
made Judea a Roman province, and the
Jews had become their ttibutaries, the
Romans did not know, nor did the indig=~
nant Jews fufpect, that. this circumftance
was confirming an event the moft import-

ant the world ever faw.
For when “ Auguftus fent forth a
# decree that all the world fhould be
03 st faxedi;i
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< taxed ;”” he thought he was only enlarg-
ing his own imperial power, whereas he
was acling in unconfcious fubfervience to
the decree of a higher Sovercign, and was
helping to afcertain by a public aét the
exalt period of Chrift’s birth, and fur-
nithing a record of his extrattion from
that family from which it was predicted
by a long line of Prophets that he fhould
{pring.  Herod’s atrocious murder . of
the innocents has added an additional
circumftance for the confirmation of
our faith; nay, the treachery of Judas,
and the injuftice of Pilate, were the
human inftruments employed for the fal-
vation of the world.

Taoe youth that is not armed with
Chriftian  principles, will be tempted to
mutiny not only againft the juflice, but the
very exiftence of a fuperintending Provi-
dence, in contemplating thofe frequent
inftances which occur in hiftory of the
ill fuccefs of the more virtuous caufe,
and
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and the profperity of the wicked. He
will fee with aftonithment that it is Rome
which triumphs, while Carthage, which
had clearly the better caufe, falls, Now
and then indeed a Cicero prevails, and
a Cataline is fubdued: but often, it is
Cafar fuccefsful againft the fomewhat
jufter pretenfions of Pompey, and againft
the ftill clearer caufe of Cato. It is
Oétavius who triumphs, and it is over
Brutus that he triumphs ! It is Tiberius
that is enthroned, while Germanicus falls !

Thus his faith in a righteous Providence
at firft view is ftaggered, and he is ready
to fay, Surely it is not God that governs
the earth! But on a fuller confideration,
(and here the fuggeftions of a Chriftian
inftructor are peculiarly wanted,) there

is

will appear great wifdom in this "very
confufion of vice and virtue; for it is
calculated to fend one’s thoughts forward
to a world of retribution, the principle
of retribution being fo imperfectly clta-
blifhed in this. It is indeed fo far com-
mon for virtue' to have the advantage

04 here,
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here, in point of hagpin
not of g

ft, though

Providence

the courfe «

1y, th

is fHll calculated to prove that God is on

the fide of virtue; but Qill, virtue is fo

ly the God of

his work may be

often unfuccefsful, that clea

virtue, in order t

perfed, muft

erve a world of

fufed ftate of things

.retributior

1

therefore which is moft of

all calculated to confirm the dee

for if all were even here, or very

¢ Juftice
needs o
1er hand, - if
thould we not then.

in favor > rather

be ready to arg

than virtue, and to wifh for no other world ?

It feems fo yery important to ground
icf that they

ably meet in this

young
will not i

world with

reward and fuccels acorc

ng to their merit,

but to habitnate them to expe@ even the
moft virtuous attempts to be often, though

potalways difappointed, that I am in danger

of
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of tautology on this point. This fa& is
precifely what hiftory teaches. The truth
fhould be plainly told to the young reader;
and the antidote to that evil, which miftaken

and worldly people would expe to arife

from divulging this difcouraging doétrine,
is faith. The importance of faith there-
d the neceflity of it to real, un-

ing, and perfevering virtue, is furely
made plain by profane hiftory itfelf. For
the fame thing which happens to ftates
and kings, happens to private life and
to individuals.
Diftruft and diffidence in our own judg-

ment feems to be alfo an important 'u-
ftru@ion to be learnt from hmorv. How

contrary to all expe@ation do the events

therein recorded commonly tu

n out?
nd that

and yet we proceed to foretel tt

event from the appearances of things under
our own obfervation, with the fame arro-
gant certainty as if we had never been
warned by the monitory anmals of o
kind.

There
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There fcarcely one great event in

hiftory which does not, in ' the iffue, pro-

duce effects upon which human forefight

could nev calculated, = The fuccefs

of Auguflus againft his country produced
peace in many diftant provinces, who thus

ceafed to be haraffed and tormented by
this oppreflive republic.  Could this effect

have been forefeen, it might have fobered

vair of G 2d the vehe-

, and chec
mence of Brutus. = In politics, in fhort in

y except in morals and religion,

derable degree, uncertain,
not meant to fhew that

wve fought, but that he

ter the

1t not to have defponded even

aft battl

ainly, even upon his

ought not to have killed

own prir

himfelf. It would be departing too

from my obje to apply this arg

nft thofe who were driven to u

diftruft and defj

air by the late fucs

shbouring nation.

nej
i 8
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But all knowledge will be compara-
tively of little value, if we negledt felf-
knowledge ; and of felf-knowledge hiftory
and biography may be made fuccefsful
vehicles. It will be to little purpofe that
our pupils become accurate critics on the
charalters of others, while they remain ig-
norant of themlelves; for while to thofe
who exercife a habit of felf-application a
book of profane hiftory may be made an
inftrument of improvement-in this difficult
{cience; fo without this habit the Bible it-
felf may, in this view, be read with little
profit.

It will be to no purpofe that the reader
weeps over the fortitude of the Chriftian
hero, or the conftancy of the martyr, if
fhe do not bear in mind that fhe herfelf is
called to endure her own common trials
with fomething of the fame temper: if
fhe do not bear in mind that, to control
irregular humours, and to fubmit to the
daily vexations of life, will require, though

in
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inal

r degree, the exertion of the fame

principle, and fupplication for the aid of
the fame fpirit which fuftained the Chrift-
ian hero in the trying confli@ts of life, or
agony at the ftake.

itted to fuggeft a few in-

86¢

May I

ftances, by of fpecimen, how both fa-

cred 1 common hi

ory may tend to

And let me

1d the warm admirer of fuffer-

ing picty under extraordinary trials, that if
{he now the petty occafions to
ly
1y
]

kely to have ftood in thofe more

which fhe is alled out, fhe would

not be 1

ch excite her admira

applauding the felf-deny.

ht who renounced his eafe, or chofe

ce death, rather than violate his
{k herfelf if fhe has never

to embr

duty, let her :

refufed to fubmit to the p

ry inconve-

> of ¢ up her company, or even

altering her dinner-hour on a Sunday, by

which
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which trifling facrifice her family might have
been enabled to attend the public worfhip
in the afternoon.

While fhe reads with horror that Bels
fhazzar was rioting with his thoufand no-
bles at the very moment when the Perfian
army was burfting through ‘the brazen
gates of Babylon; is fhe very fure that the
herfelf, in an almoft equally imminent
moment of public danger, has not been
nightly indulging in every fpecies of diffi-
pation ?

When fhe is deploring the inconfiftency
of the human heart, while fhe contrafts
Mark Anthony’s bravery and contempt of
eafe at one period, with his licentious in-
dulgences at another; or while fhe la
ments over the intrepid foul of Cefar,

whom fhe had been following in his pain~

ful marches, or ad
of death, diffolved in diffolute pleafures
with the enfnaring Ques

iring in his contempt

n of Egypt; let
her examine whether fhe herfelf has never,
though in a much lower degree, evinced

5 fomething
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fomething of the fame inconfiftency ? whes

g
ther fhe who liv

s perhaps an orderly,
fober, and reafonable life during her fum-

m

refidence in the country, does not
plunge with little fcruple in the winter into
all the moft extravagant’ pleafures of the

whether fhe never carries about

mmodating kind of reli-

hich can be m:

de to bend to places

to  climates ‘and - cuftoms ;
h takes its tincture from' the fathion

itshabits from the prin-

7 the generofity of
ing away kingdoms and

provinces, let her, in order to afcertain

could it

whether gnani-
ke heed 'if daily feiz-

ittle

mity,

ing all the

Her call is not to facrifice a
but ‘does fhe facr

province ;
e an opera ticket?
She who is not doing all the good fhe
can under her prefent circumftances, would

3 not
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not do all fhe forefees fhe fhould, inima-
ginary ones, were her power enlarged to
the extent of her wifhes.

While fhe is inveighing with patriotic
indignation, that in a neighbouring metro-
polis thirty theatres were open every night
in time of war and public calamity, is fhe
very clear, that in a metropolis which
contains only three, fhe was not almoft
conftantly at one of them in time of war
and public calamity alfo ? . For though in

2 national view it may make a wide differ-
ence whether there be ip the capital three
theatres or thirty, yet, as the fame perfon
can only go to one of them at once, it
makes but little difference as to the quan-

idual, She
who rejoices at fuccefsful virtue in a hif

tum of diffipation in the ind

tory, or at the profperity of a perfon

whofe interefts do not interfere with her

own, may exercife her felf-knowledge, by
examining whether fhe rejoices equally at
the happinefs of every one about her ; and

let her remember fhe does not rejoice at it

in
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in the true fenfe, if the does not Iabour to
promote it. She who glows with rapture
at a virtuous charater in hiftory, fhould
alk her own heart, whether fhe is equally
ready to do juftice to the fine qualities of
her acq
ticularly love them; and . whether fhe
1ed pleafure in the fuperior

tance, though the may not par-

irtues, fame, and fortune of thofe
whom fhe profefles to love; though {he is
eclipfed by them ?

In like manner, in the fludy of gecos
Y058l

the ntion

o

€

graphy and na

ould be habitually turned to the goodnefs
of Providence, who commonly adapts the
various productions of climates. to the
bitants.
To illuftrate my meaning by one or two
infl out of a thoufand. The reader
may be led to admire the confiderate good-

uliar wants of tl

{pective ink

nels of Providence in having cauled: the
ipiry
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fpity fir, whofe flender foliage does not
obftruét the beams of the fun, to grow in
the dreary regions of the North, whofe
thivering inhabitants could fpare none of
its feanty rays ; while in the torrid zone,
the ' palm-tree, the plantane, and the
banana, fpread their umbrella leaves to
break the almoft intolerable fervors of a
vertical fun. How the camel, who is the
fole cartier of all ‘the merchandife of
Turkey, Perfia, Egypt, Arabia, and Bar.
bary, who is obliged to tranfport his in-
credible burthens through countries in
which pafture is o rare, can fubfit twenty-
four hours without food, and can travel,
Ioaded, many days without water, through
dry and dufty deferts, which fupply none 5
and all this, not from the habit but from
the conformation of the animal: for Na-
turalifts make this conformity of powers
to climates a rule of judgment in afcer-
taining the native countries of animals,
and always determine it to be that to which

VOL, 1. 3 their
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their powers and properties are moft appro-
piiate.

Thus ‘the writers of natural hiftory are
perhaps unintentionally magnifying the
operations of Providence, when they infift
that animals do not modify and give way
to the influence of other climates; but
here they too commonly ftop; and here
the pious inftructor will come in, in aid of
their deficiency : for Philofophers . ‘too
feldom trace up caufes, and wonders, and
bleflings to their Author. And it is
peculiarly to be regretted that fuch a
writer as Buffon, who, though not famous
for his accuracy, poflefled fuch diverfified
powers of defcription that he had the
talent of making the drieft fubjefts in-
terefting ; together with fuch a livelinefs
of delineation, that his charatters of ani-
mals are drawn with a fpirit and variety
rather to be looked for in an hiftorian of
men than of beafts: it is to be regretted
that this writer is abfolutely inadmiffible
nto
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into the library of a young lady, both on
account of hisimmodefty and his impiety ;
and if, in withing to exclude him, it may
be thought wrong to have given him fo
much commendation, it is only meant to
thow that the author is not led to re-
probate his principles from infenfibility to
his talents *.

*. Goldfmith’s Hiftory of animated Nature has
many references to a Divine Author. It is to be
wifhed that fome judicious perfon would publifh a
néw edition of this work, purified from the indelicate
and offenfive parts.




CHAP. .IX.

On thé ufe of definitions, and the moral
bengfits of accuracy in language.

« Prrsows having been accuftomed from
¢¢ their cradles to learn words before they
< knew the ideds for which they ftand,
& tfually continue to do fo all their lives,
“ never taking the pains to fettle in their
“ minds the determined ideas which be-
¢ long to them. This want of a precife
« fignification in their words, when they
“come to reafon, efpecially in moral
<< matters, is the caufe of very obfcure and
¢ uncertain notions. They ufe thefe un-
¢ determined words confidently, without
¢ much troubling their heads about a
¢ certain fixed meaning, whereby, befides
“ the eafe of it, they obtain this advantage,
¢ that as in fuch difcourfe they-are feldom
in
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< in the right, fo they are as feldom to be
¢ convinced that they are in the wrong, it
¢ being juft the fame to go about to draw
< thofe perfons out of their miftakes, who
¢ have no fettled notions, as to difpoflefy
< 3 vagrant of his habitation who has no
< fettled abode.——The chief end of lan-
< guage being to be underftood, words
¢ ferve not for that end when they do not
% excite in the hearer the fame idea which
¢ they ftand for in the mind of the
¢ fpeaker *.””

I have chofen to fhelter myfelf under
the broad fanétion of the great Author here
quoted, with a view to apply this rule
in philology to ‘a- moral purpofe; for
it applies to the veracity of converfation ag
mauch as to its correctnefs ; and as ftrongly
recommends unequivocal and fimple truth,
as accurate and juft expreffion. Scarcely
any one perhaps has an adequate con-
ception how much clear and corre& ex»

* Laocke.
P3 preflions
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preflions favour the elucidation of truth ;
and. the fide of truth is obvioufly the fide
of morals; it is in fact one and the fame
caufe; and it is of courfe the fame caufe
with that of true religion alfo.

It is therefore no worthlefs part of edu-
cation to ftudy the precife meaning of
words, and the appropriate fignification of
language. To this end I know no better
method than to accuftom young perfons
very early to define common words and
things; for, as definition feems to lie
at the root of correétnefs, to be accuftomed
to define Englith words in Englifh, would
improve the underftanding more than
barely to know what thofe words are
called in French or Italian. Or rather,
one ufe of learning other languages is,
becaufe definition is often involved in
etymology ; that is, fince many Englith
words take their derivation from foreign
languages, they cannot be fo accurately
underftood without fome knowledge of
thofe languages: but precifion of any

: kind
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kind too feldom finds its way into the
education of women. :
Itis perhaps going out of my province
to obferve, that it might be well if young
men alfo, before they entered on the
world, were to be furnifhed with correét
definitions of certain words, the ufe of
which is become rather ambiguous, For
inftance ; they fhould be provided with a
good definition of the word honour in the
fafhionable fenfe, thewing what vices it in-
cludes, and what virtuesit does not include:
the term good company, which even the
courtly Petronius of our days has defined
as fometimes including not a few immoral
and difreputable charaters: religion, which
in the various fenfes affigned it by the
world, fometimes means fuperftition, fome-
times fanaticifm, and fometimes a mere
difpofition to attend on any kind of form
of worfhip: the word goodnefs, which is
made to mean every thing that is not
nototioufly bad ; and fometimes even that
too, if what is notorioufly bad be accom-
P 4 panied
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panied by good humour, pleafing man-
ners, and a little alms-giving. By thefe
means they would go forth armed againft
many of the falle opinions which through
the abufe or ambiguous meaning of words
pafs fo current in the world.

But to return to the youthful part of
that fex which is the more immediate
object of this little work, With corrett
definition they fhould allo be taught. to
ftudy the fhades of words, and this not
merely with a view to accuracy of  exprefs
fion, but to moral truth,

It may be thought ridiculous to affert,
that morals have any conneétion with the
purity of language, or that the precifion of
truth may be violated through defe@ of
critical exaltnefs in the three degrees of
comparifon: yet how frequently do we
hear from the dealers in fuperlatives, of
“ moft admirable,” fuper-excellent, and
“ quite perfe@” people, who, to plain
perfons, not bred in the fchool of ex-
aggeration, would appear mere common
charadters,
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" charatters, not rifing above the level
of mediocrity ! By this negligence in the
jult application of words, we fhall be
as much mifled by thefe trope and figure
ladies, when they degrade as when they
panegyrize ; for to a plain and fober
judgment, a tradefman may not be ¢ the
¢ moft good-for-nothing fellow that ever
# exifted,” merely becaule it was impof-
fible for him to execute in an hour an order
which required a week ; a lady may not be
¢ the moft hideous fright the world ever
¢ faw,” though the make of her gown
may have been obfolete for a month; nor
may one’s young friend’s father be « a
¢ montfter of cruelty,” though he may be
a quiet gentleman who does not choole to
live at watering-places, but likes to have
his daughter ftay at home with him in the
country.

But of all the parts of fpeech the inter-
jeCtion is the moft abundantly in ufe with
the hyperbolical fair ones. Would it
could be added that thefe emphati

explet
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expletives (if I mdy make ufe of a con-
tradifory term): were not fometimes
tinCtured with profanenefs | Though I am
perfuaded that ‘idle habit is more at the
bottom of this deep offence than intended,
impiety, yet there is {carcely any error of
youthful ralk which wants feverer caftiga-
tion. And an habit of exclamation fthould
be rejected by polithed people as vulgar,
even if it were not abhorred as profane.
The habit of exaggerating trifles, “toge-
ther with the grand female failing of mu-
tual flattery, and elaborate general profef-
fion of fondnefs and attachment, is incon-
ceivably cherifhed by the voluminous pri-
vate correfpondences in which fome girls
are indulged. A facility of ftyle, and an
eafy turn of expreffion, are dearly pur-
chafed by the facrifice of that truth, fo-
briety, and correénefs of language, and
that ingenuous fimplicity of character and

manners {o lovely in female youth.

But antecedent to this epiftolary period of
tife, they fhould have been accuftomed to
the
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the moft fcrupulous exaénefs in whatever
they relate. They fhould maintain the
moft eritical accuracy in facls, in dates, in
numbering, in deferibing, in fhort, in what-
ever pertains, either directly or indireély,
clofely or remotely, to the great funda-
mental principle, Zruth.

The converfation of young females is
alfo in danger of being overloaded with
epithets.  As in the warm feafon of youth
hardly any thing is feen in the true point of
vifion, fo hardly any thing is named in
naked fimplicity ; and the very fenfibility
of the feelings is partly a caufe of the
extravagance of the expreffion. But here,
as in other points, the facred writers, par-
ticularly of the New Teftament, prefent us
with the pureft models; and its natural
and unlaboured ftyle of expreflion is per-
haps not the meaneft evidence of the truth
of the Gofpel. There is throughout the
whole narratives, no overcharged cha-
ralter, no elaborate defeription, nothing
ftudioufly emphatical, as if truth of itfelf

were
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were weak, and wanited to be helped out.
There is little panegyric, and lefs invedtive ;
none but on great, and awful, and jufti-
fiable occafions. The authors record their
own faults with the fame Lonefty as if
they were the faults of other men, and the
faults of other men with as little amplifica-
tion as if they were their own. There is
perhaps no book in which adjetives are fo
fparingly ufed. A modeft ftatement: of
the fa&; with no colouring and lictle ¢com-
ment, is the example held out to us
for correcting the exuberances of paffion
and of language, by that divine volume
which furnithes us with the fll more
important rule of faith and ftandard of
pradice. Nor is the truth lowered by any
feeblenels; for with all this plainnefs there
is fo much force that a few fimple touches
and artlefs ftrokes of Secripture charadters
convey a flronger outline of the perfon
delineated, than is fometimes given by the
moft claborate portrait of more artificial
hiftorians,

If
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If it be objeded to this remark, that
many parts of the facred writings abound
in a lofty, figurative, and even hyperbolical
ftyle ; this objection applies chiefly to the
writings of the Old Teftament, and to the
prophetical and poetical parts of that.
But this metaphorical and florid ftyle is
diftin@ from the inaccurate and over-
ftrained expreflion we have been cenfur-
ing; for that only is inaccuracy which leads
to a falfe and inadequate conception in the
reader or hearer. The lofty ftyle of the
Eaftern, and of other heroic poetry does
not fo miflead, for the metaphor is under-
ftood to be a metaphor, and the imagery
is underftood to be ornamental. The ftyle
of the Scriptures of the Old Teftament
is not, it is true, plain in oppofition to
figurative, nor fimple in oppofition to
florid 3 but it is plain and fimple in the
beft fenfe; it railes no falle idea ; it gives
an exat impreflion of the thing it means

to convey; and its very tropes and figures,
though bold, are never unnatural or af-
? fetted.

3
! J
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fefted.  Even when it exaggerates, it does
not mifreprefent; if it be hyperbolical,
it is fo either in compliance with the
genius of Oriental language, or in com-
pliance with contemporary cuftoms, or be-
caufe the fubject is one which will be moft
forcibly imprefled by a bold figure. The
loftinefs of the expreflion deducts nothing
from the truth of the circumftance, and
il the imagery animates the reader \\nhout
mifleading him.
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CHAP. X.

On religion—The neceffity and duty of early
infiruction fbeson by analogy with human
learning.

IT has been the fafhion of our late inno-
vators in philofophy, who have written
fome of the moft brilliant and popular
treatifes on education, to decry the prac-
tife of early inftilling religious knowledge
into the minds of children : it has been
alleged that it is of the utmoft importance
to the caufe of truth, that the mind of man
fhould be kept free from prepofieffions;
and in particular, that every one fhould be
left to form fuch judgment on religious
fubjedts as may feem beft to his own

reafon in maturer years.
‘This fentiment has received fome coun-
tenance from thofe who have withed, on
the
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the faireft principfé, to encourage free
inquiry in religion ; but it has been puthed
to the blameable excefs here cenfured,
chiefly by the new philofophers ; who,
while they profefs only an ingenuous zeal *
for truth, arc in fad flily endeavouring to
deftroy Chriftianity itfelf, by difcounte-
nancing, under the plaufible pretence of
free inquiry, all attention whatever to the
religious education of our youth.

It is undoubtedly our duty, while we are
inftilling principles into the tender mind,
to take peculiar care that thofe principles
be found and juft; that the religion we
teach be the religion of the Bible, and not
the inventions of human error or fuperfti-
tion: that the principles we infufe into
others, be fuch as we ourfelves have well
ferutinized, and not the refult of our
credulity or bigotry ; nor the mere hete-
ditary, unexamined prejudices of our own
undifcerning childhood. It may alfo be
granted, that it is the duty of every parent
to inform the youth, that when his facul«
ties,
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ties fhall have fo® unfolded themfelves as
to enable him to examine for himfelf

thofe principles which the parent is now
inftilling, it will be his duty fo to examine
them.

But after making thefe conceffions, I
would moft ferioufly infift that there are
certain leading and fundamental truths ;
that there are certain fentiments on the
fide of Chriftianiry, as well as of virtue
and benevolence, in favour of which every
child ought to be prepoflefled ; and may it
not be alfo added, that to expett to keep
the mind void of all prepofleflion, even
upon any fubjeét, appears to be altogether
a vain and impracticable attempt? an
attempt which argues much ignorance of
human nature.

Let it be obferved here that we are not

combating the infidel; that we are not
producing evidences and arguments in
favour of Chriftianity, or trying to win
over the affent of the reader to that which
he difputes; but that we are taking it for

VOL. I Q

granted,
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granted, not only lhnt Chriftianity s true,

but that we are addrefling thofe who
believe it to be true. - - Affuming, therefore,
that there are religious principles which are
ght to be communicated

true, and whic

ual manner, the next
fes feems to be, at what
age and in what manner thefe ought to be

lcated ? That it ought to be at an early

in the moft

queftion which ari

ample and: the

period we have both the e
command of Chrift; for he himfelf at-
parents in their annual public

; and. afterwards in his public

miniftration encour

agingly faid, ¢ Suffer

< Jittle children to come unto me.”
But here concedi:

what yet cannot be conceded, tha

g for the fake of ar

m

fome good reafons may be brought in

favour of delay; allowing that fuch im-
Y3 £

preflions as are communicated early may

; allowing them even

not be very deep;
to become totally effaced by the fubfequent

corruptions of the heart and of the wor 1d;
il
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{ftill T would illuftrate the importance of
early infufing religious knowledge, by an
allufion drawn from the power of early
habit in human learning. Put the cafe,
for inftance, of a perfon who was betimes
initiated in the rudiments of claffical ftudies.
Suppofe him after quitting {chool to have
fallen, either by a courfe of idlenefs or of
vulgar purfuits, into a total neglet of
ftudy. Should this perfon at any future
period happen to be called to fome pro-
feflion, which fhould oblige him, as we
fay, to rub up his Greek and Latin;
ated
though faint traces of his early purfuits, he
will be able to recover his neglected learn-
ing with lefs difficulty than he could now
begin to learn ; for he is not again obliged
tofet out with ftudying the fimple ele-
ments ; they come back on being pur-

his memory ftill retaining the unobliter:

fued; they are found on being fearched
for; the decayed images affume fhape, and

ftrength, and colour ; he has in his mind
firft principles to which to recur; the ru

Q2
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grammar which he has allowed himfelf

to violate, he has not however forgotten 5
he will recall negleted ideas, he will
refume flighted habits far more eafily than

in to ;xcqmrc new ones.
ergymen who are called
ng beds of fuch as have
rofs and ftupid ignorance of

>f this comparifon.

Do they not find that thele - unihappy

have no ideas in common with

peopl

no intelligible

that they p
which to make themfelves

that the perfons to whom
ing themfelves have no

which they can be

pri

referred? that they are ignorant not only

of the: {cie but the language of
guag

But at worft, whatever be the event to
though in general we are en-
from the tenor of Scripture

ild,

cou
'ml the ¢
t event would be favourable, is it no-
thing

. of experience, to hope that
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thing for the parent to have acquitted him-

{elf of this prime duty? And will not the

parent who fo acquits felf, with better

reafon and more lively hope, fupplicate the

Father of mercies for the reclaiming of
a prodigal, who has wandered out of that
right path in which he had fet him forward,
eted

creature, to whofe feet the Gofpel had
A

than for the converfion of a neg

d how

never been offered as a light ?

different will be the dying reflettions even

of that parent whofe earneft endeavours
have been unhappily defeated by the fub-
fequent and voluntary perverfion of his
child, from his who will reafonably aggra-

of his

vate his pangs by transferring the fi

negle@ted child to the number of his own
tranfgreflions.

And to fuch well-intentioned but ill-
judging parents as really with their chil-
dren to be hereafter pious, but erroneoufly
withhold inftruion till the more advanced
period prefcribed by the great mafter of

Qkn fplendid
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ndid paradoxusf‘ fhall arrive ;. who
can affure them that while they are with-
holding the good feed, the great and ever
vigilant enemy, who affiduoufly feizes hold
on every opportunity which we neglec,
may not be flocking the fallow ground
with tares? Nay, who in this fluctuating
fcene of things can be affured, even if this
were not certainly to be the cafe, that to
them the promifed period ever fhall arrive
atall? Who fhall afcertain to them that
their now neglected child fhall certainly
i
Who can affure them that they themfelve
will live to communicate it ?

It is almoft needlefs to obferve that
parents who are indifferent about religion,

to receive the delayed inftruction?

much more thofe who treat it with fcorn,
are not likely to be anxious on this fub-
je€t; it is therefore the attention of reli-

gious parents which is here chiefly called

upon; and the more fo, as there feems, on

Rouffean.

this
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this point, an unaccountable negligence
in many of thefe, whether it arife from
indolence, falfe principles, or whatever
other motive.

But independent of knowledge, it is
fomething, nay, let philofophers fay - what
they will, it is much, to give youth p
poffeffions in favour of religion, to fecure
their prejudices on its fide before you turn

them adrift into the world; a world
in which, before they can be completely
armed with arguments and reafons, they
will be affailed by numbers whofe pre-
poffeflions and prejudices, far more than
their arguments and reafons, attach them to
the other fide. Why fhould not the Chrift-
ian youth furnifh himfelf in a good caufe
with the fame natural armour which the
enemies of religion wear in a bad one? It
is certain that to fet out with fentiments in
favour of the religion of our country is no
more an error or a weaknefs, than to grow
up with a fondnefs for our country itfelf.

U4 Nay,
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y, if the love of our country be judged

principle, furely a Chriftian, who is

a i

¢ a citizen of no mean city,” may law-

fully have Ais attachments too. If pa-

triotifm be an honeft prejudice, Chr

{Lianity
isnot a fervile one. Nay, let us teach the
youth to hug his prejudices rather than

quire that verfatile and accommodat-

enthip of the world, by which
he may be an Infidel in Paris, a Papift at
Rome, and a Muflulman at Cairo.

Let me not be fuppoled fo to elevate
religion, as to

politics, or fo to deprels
make any comparifon of the value of the
one with the other, when I obferve, that
between the true Britith patriot and the
true Chriftian, there will be this common
refemblance: the more deeply each of
them inquires, 'the more will he be con-
firmed in his refpeltive attachment, the
one to his country, the other to his reli-
gion. T fpeak with reverence of the im-
meafurable diftance ; but the more the one
effes on the firm arch of our conftitution,
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and the other on'that of Chriftianity, the
ftronger he will find them both. Fach
challenges  feruti
to dread but from fhallow politicians, and
fhallow philofophers ; in - each intimate

;5 each has nothing

knowledge juftifies prepofleffion ; in each
inveftigation confirms attachment.

If we divide the human being into three
component parts, the bodily, the intel-
le€tual, and the fpiritual, is it not reafonable
that a portion of care and attention be
affigned to each in fome degree adequate
to its importance? Should I venture to
fay a due portion, a portion adapted to the
real comparative value of each, would not
that condemn in one word the whole
fyftem of modern education ?  Yet the ra-
tional and intelleQual part being avowedly
thore valuable than the bodily, while the
fpiritual and immortal part exceeds even
the intelleGtual ftill more than that fur.
paffes what is corporeal ; is it then aing
according to the common rules of propor-
tion; is it alting on the principles of

9 diftris
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tributive juflice 7 is it afting with that

good fenfe and right judgment with which

the ordi

y bufinefs of this world is
ufually tranfacted, to give the larger pro-
portion of time and care to that which
th the leaft? Is it fair that what
relates to the body and the organs of

is w

the body, I mean thofe accomplithments

which add nfelves to the eye and the
ear, fhould occupy almoft the whole
thoughts ; that the intellectual part fhould
be robbed of its due proportion,-end that

fpiritual part fhould have almoft no

portion at all? Is not this preparing

your children for an awful difappointment
in the tremendous day when they fhall be
ftripped of that body, of thofe fenfes and
organs, which have been made almoft the
fole objes of their attention, and fhall feel

mfelves left in pofleflion of nothing but
that fpiritual part which in education was
o the account of their

Surely
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Surely it fhould be thought a reafonable
compromife (and T am in fa& under-
valuing the objeét for the importance
of which T plead) to fuggeft, that at leaft
two thirds of that time which is now
ufurped by externals, fhould be reftored
to the rightful owners, the underftanding
and the heart ; and that the acquifition of
religious knowledge in early youth, thould
at leaft be no lgfs an obje& of fedulous
attention than the cultivation of human
learning - or of outward embellifhments.
It is alfo reafonable to fuggeft, that we
fhould in Chriftianity, as in arts, fciences,
or languages, begin with the beginning,
fet out with the fimple elements, and thus
¢ go on unto perfection.”

Why in teaching to draw do you begin
with ftrait lines and curves, till by gentle
fteps the knowledge of outline and propor-
tion be attained, and your picture be com-
pleted; never lofing fight, however, of the
elementary lines and curves? why in mufic
do you fet out with the fimple notes, and

purfue
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purfue the acquifitfon through all its pro-
curring to the
notes ! why in the fcience of numbers do

grefs, ftill in every ftage

you invent the fimpleft methods of convey-
iu(g juft ideas of computation, (till referring
to the tables which involve the funda-
mental rules? why in the fcience of
quantity domen introduce the pupil at firft

to the plaineft diagrams, and' clear up one

difficulty before they allow another to

appe
the youth do you feduloufly infufe into
his mind the rudiments of fyntax? why
in parfing

why in teaching languages to

she led to refer every word to
its part of {p

ch, to refolve ¢

y fentence
into its elements, to reduce every term to
its original, and from the firft cafe of
nouns, and the firft tenfe of verbs, to
explain their formations, changes, and de-
pendencies, till the principles of language
become fo grounded, that, by continually

rring to the rules, the fpeaking and
writing corre@ly are fixed into a habit?
why all this, but becaufe you uniformly
wifh
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wifh him to ‘be grounded in each of his
acquirements ?  why, but becaufe you
are perfuaded that a flight, and flovenly,
and fuperficial, and irregular way of in-
frudtion will never train him to excellence
inany thing ?

Do young perfons then 'become mu-
ficians, and painters, and linguilts, and
mathematicians, by early ftudy and regular
Jabour ; and fhall they become Chriftians
by accident ? or rather, is not this aing
on that very principle of Dogberry, at
which you probably have often laughed ?
Is it mot fpppofmg that  religion, like
< reading and writing, comes by Nature
Shall all thofe accomplifhments which
< perifh in the ufing” be fo affiduoudly,
fo fyftematically taught?  Shall all thefe
habits be fo carefully formed, fo perfifted
in, as to be interwoven with our very
make, fo as to become as it were a part of
ourfelves, and fhall that knowledge which
is to make us ¢ wife unto falyation” be
picked up at random, curforily, or perhaps

not
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2

not picked up at Shall that difficult

divine fcience which requires ¢ line upon
¢ line, and precept upon precept,” here
a little and there a little; which parents,
even under a darker difpenfation, werée
required  to teach their children diligently,
¢ and to talk of it when they fat down in
¢ their houfe, and when they walked by the
¢ way, and when they lay down, and when
¢ they rofe'up 3* fhall this knowledge be
by Chriftian parents deferred, or taught
flightly ; or be fuperfeded by things of
little comparative worth ?

Shall the lively period of youth, the

foft and impreflible feafon when lafting

habits are formed, when the feal cuts
deep into the yielding wax, and the im-
preflion is more likely to be clear and
ftrong; fhall this warm and favourable
feafon be fuffered to flide by, without being
turned to the great purpofe for which not
only youth, but life, and breath, and being
were beftowed ? Shall ‘not that ¢ faith
< without which it is impoffible to pleafe
“$.God ;7
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¢ God;” fhall'not that < holinefs without
¢ which no man can fee the Lord ;* fhall

not that knowledge which is the founda-

tion of faith and practi {hall not that

charity without which all knowledge is
founding brafs and a tinkling cymbal, be
imprefled, be inculcated, be inforeed,
as early, as conftantly, as fundament-
ally, with the fame earneft pufhing on
to continual progrefs, with the fa
ftant reference to firft princi

me C:

as are

ufed in the cafe of thofe arts which merely

adorn human life? Shall we not {eize
the happy period when the memory is
ftrong, the mind and all its powers vigor-
ous and ative, the imagination bufy and
all alive, the heart flexible, the

dudtile, the confcience tender, curiofity

awake, fear powerful,

ardent ; for incu
and imprefling thofe
to form the charaler, and fix the deftina

i

1 for eternity ?
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Or, if I may Be allowed to addrefs
another and a ftill more dilatory clafs,
who are for procraftinating all concern
about religi

till we are driven to it by
actual diftrefs, like the failor who faid,  he

¢ thought it wi
€ bcn
Of thefe I wou ;ld afk, fhall we, with an un-
abl

about rel

always time enough to

n to pray when the ftorm began.”

account

ion, defer our anxiety
the man and woman ar

become fo immerfed in the cares of life,
or {o entangled in its pleafures, that they
will have Ilm, heart or {f

t to embrace
¢? a principle whofe pre-

a new prin

cife object it \ml be to condemn that very

life into which they have alread y embarked ;
nay to condemn a\lmo{l all that they have
been doing and thinking ever fince they
began to act or think? Shall we, I fay,
begin now? or ﬂmll we {uffer thofe in-
{ftru@ions, to rec

e which requires all

the concentrated powers of a ftrong and
healthy mind, to be put off'till the day of
excruciating pain, till the period of de-

bility
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" bility and ftupefadtion?  Shall we wait
for that feafon, as if it were the moft
favourable for religious acquifitions, when.
the fenfes fhall have been palled by
exceflive gratification, when the eye fhall
be tired with feeing, and the ear with
hearing ?  Shall we, when the whole man
is breaking up by difeafe or decay, expet
that the dim apprehenfion will difcern
a new fcience, or the obtufe feelings de-
light themfelves with a new pleafure? a
pleafure too, not only incompatible with
many of the hitherto indulged pleafures,
but one which carries with it a ftrong
intimation that thofe pleafures terminate
in the death of the foul.

But, not to lofe fight of the important
analogy on which we have already dwelt fo
much; how prepofterous would it feem to
you to hear any one propofe to an illiterate
dying man, to fet about learning even the
plaineft and eafieft rudiments of any new
art; to {ftudy the mufical notes; to con-
jugate an auxiliary verb; to learn, not

VOL. L. R the




242 ANALOGY OF RELIGION

the firlk problem it Euclid, but even the
numeration  table; and yet you do not
think it abfurd to poftpone religious in-
frruétion, on principles which, if admitted
at all, muft terminate either in ignorancey
or in your propofing too late to a dying
man to! begin to learn the totally unknown
fcheme of Chriftianity. You do mnot
think it . impoffible that he fhould :be
brought to! liften to.the ¢ voice of this
¢« charmer,” when he can ro longer
liften to ¢ the voice of finging men and
<« {inging women.” You do not think
it unreafonable that immortal beings fhonld
delay to devote their days to Heaven, till
they have “ no pleafure in them’” them-
felves.  You will not bring them to offer
up the firft fruits of their lips, and hearts,
and lives, to their Maker, becaufe you per-
fuade yourfelves that he who has called
himfelf a: % jealous God,” may however
be contented hereafter with the wretched
facrifice -of decayed appetites, and the
worthlefs leavings of almoft extinguithed
affetions.

For
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¥or one cannot believe that there is
fearcely any one; except he be a decided
infidel, who does not confider religion
as at lealt a good reverfionary thing; as
an obje& which ought always to occupy 2
little remote corner of his map of life;
the ftudy of which, though it is always to
be poftponed, is however not to be finally
rejeted 3 which, though it cannot con-
veniently come into his prefent fcheme of
life, it is intended fomehow or other to
take up before death. This awful de-
ception arifes, partly from the bulk which
the objeds of time and fenfe acquite in our
éyes by thelr nearnefs; while the invifible
realities of eternity are but faintly difcerned
by a fecble faith, through a dim and
diftant medium; and partly from a totally
falfe idea of the nature of Chriftianity,
from a fatal fancy that we can repent at
any future period, and that as amendment
will always be in our own power, it will
be time enough to think of reforming our
life, when we fhould only think of clofing it.

R 2 But
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But depend upon it, that a heart long
hardened, I do not mean' by grols vices
merely,  but by a fondnefs for the world,
by an habitual and exceffivé indulgence in
the pleafures of fenfe, is by no means in a
favourable ftate to admit the light of divine
trath, or to receive the impreffions of di-
vine grace.  God indeed fometimes thows
us by an aé of his fovereignty, that this
wonderful change, the converfion of a fin-
ner’s heart, may be produced without the
intervention of human means, to fhow that
the work is His. But as this is not the
way in which the Almighty ufually deals
with his creatures, it would be nearly as
prepofterous for men to a& on this pre-
fumption, as it would be to take no means
for the prefervation of our lives, becaufe
Jefus Chrift raifed Lazarus from the dead.
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G HAP XL

On the manner of infiructing young perfons in
Religion.—General remarks on the genius
of Chriftianity.

I wouLD now with great deference ad-
drefs thofe refpetable characters who are
really concerned about the beft interefts
of their children; thofe to whom Chrift-
ianity is indeed an important confideration,
but whofe habits of life have hindered
them from giving it its due degree in the
fcale of education.

Begin then with confidering that re-
ligion is a part, and the moft prominent
part, in your fyftem of inftruétion. Do
not communicate its principles in a random
defultory way ; nor fcantily ftint this bufi-
nefs to only fuch fcraps and remnants

R3 of
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of time as may be cafually picked up from
the gleanings of other acquirements.
¢ Will you bring to God for a facrifice
s that which cofts you nothing ?* Let
the beft part of the day, which with moft
people is the earlieft part, be fteadily and
invariably dedicated to this work by your
children, before they are tired with their
other ftudies, while the intelle®t is clear,
the fpirits light, and the attention un.

fatigued, x
Confine not your inftruions to mere
verbal rituals and dry fyftems ; but inftruct
them in a way which fhall intereft their
feelings ; by lively images, and by a warm
pradtical application of what they read
to their own hearts and circumftances,
There feems to be no good reafon that
while every other thing is to be made
amufing, religion alone muft be dry and
uninviting. Do not fancy that a thing is
good merely becaufe it is:dull. Why
thould not the moft entertaining powers of
the
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the mind be fupremely confecrated to that
fubjec which is molt worthy of their full
exercife? The misfortune is, that religious
Igarning is too often rather confidered as
an al of the memory than of the heart
and feelings ; and that children are turned
over to the dry work of getting by rote as
a tafk that which they fhould get from
example and animated converfation. Teach
them rather, as their Bleffed Saviour
taught, by interefling parables, which,
while they corrected the heart, left fome
exercife for the ingenuity in their folu-
tion, and for the feelings in their applica-
tion. Teach, as He taught, by feizing
on furrounding objects, pafling _events,
local circumftances, peculiar characters,
apt allufions, juft analogy, appropriate il-
luftration, Call in all creation, animate
and inanimate, to your aid, and accuftom
your young audience to

Find tongues
Sermons in flone

rees, books in the running brooks,

and good in every thing.

R 4 Do,




248 ON THE MANNER OF

Do, according to ybur meafure of ability,
what the Holy Spirit which indited the
Scriptures has done, always take the fenfi-
bility of the learner into your account of
the faculties which are to be worked upon.
“ For the do&@rines of the Bible,” as the
profound and enlightened Bacon obferves,
““arc not propofed to us in a naked
“ logical form, but arrayed in the moft
¢ beautiful and ftriking colours which
“¢ creation affords.”” By thofe illuftrations
ufed by Him ¢ who knew what was in
< man,” and therefore beft knew how to
addrefs him, it was, that the unlettered
audiences of Chrift and his Apoftles were
enabled both to comprehend and to relifh
do€trines, which would not readily have
made their way to_their underftandings,
had they not firft touched: their hearts 3
and which would have found accefs to
neither the one nor the other, had they
been delivered in dry, fcholaftic dil-
quifitions.  Now thofe audiences not
being learned, may be fuppofed to have
been
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been nearly in the ftate of children, as to
their receptive facultics, and to have
required nearly the fame fort of in-
ftrudtion ; that is, they were more capable
of being affeted with what was fimple,
and touching, and lively, than what was
elaborate, abftrufe, and unaffecting. Heaven
and earth were made to furnifh their con-
tributions, when man was to be taught

" that {cience which was to make him wife

unto falvation. ~ If that be the pureft elo-
quence which moft perfuades, then no
eloquence is fo powerful as that of Scrip-
ture: and an intelligent Chriftian teacher
will be admonifhed by the mode of Scrip-
ture itfelf, how to communicate its truths
with life and fpirit ; ¢ while he is mufing,
< the fire burns:” that fire which will
preferve him from an infipid and freezing
mode of inftru@tion. He will moreover,
like his great Mafter, always carefully
keep up a quick fenfe of the perfonal
intereft the pupil has in every religious in-
ftru@ion which is imprefled upon him.

s He
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He will teach as Pitul prayed, « with the

< fpirit, and with the unde: ding alfo3**
and in imitating this great model he wilt
sleceffarily-avoid the oppofite fauits of two
different forts of inftruors;  for while
fome of our divines of the hightr clafe
have been too apt to preach as if mankind
had only intellect, and the lower and more
popular fort as if they had only paflions,
do you borrow what is good from both,
and addrefs your pupils as beings com-

ded of both underflanding and afs

#eal and diligence with which the Biffop of
London’s weekly lectures have bees

attended by per-

fons of al and deferiptions, but more cfpecially
by that clafs to whom this little work is addreffed,
is a very prox And
while one co pe-

1y to be derived by the young from fo intereft-
of the Gofpel, one is

led to rejoice at the countenance given by fuch,

vival of that excellent, but

Fancy
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Fancy not that the Bible is too difficult
and intricate to be prefented in its own
naked form, and that it puzzles and be-
wilders the youthful underftanding. In
all needful and indifpenfable points: of
knowledge the darknefs of Scripture, as a
great Chriftian philofopher * has obferved,
“js but a partial darknefs, like that of
< Egypt, which benighted only the enemies
< of God, while it left his children in clear
<« day.”” And if it be really the appro-
priate character of Scripture, as it tells us
itfelf that it is,  to enlighten the eyes
< of the blind,” and * to make wife the
< fimple,” then it is as well calculated for
the youthful and uninformed as for any
other clafs; and as it was never expected
that the greater part of Chriftians fhould be
learned, fois learning, though of ineftimable
value in a teacher of theology, no ¢féntial
qualification for a common Chriftian ; for
which reafon Scripture truths are ex-

* Mr. Boyle.
prefled
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prefled with that clear and fimple evidence
adapted to the kind of aflent which they
require. . He who could bring an un-
prejudiced heart and an unperverted will
would - bring to the Scriptures the. beft
qualification for underftanding and receiv-
ing them. And though they contain
il cannot comprehend,
iftorian, or orator

things which the p
1t poe

(as what an
does not,) the teacher may addrefs to him
the words which Chrift addreffed to Peter,
« What I de, thou knoweft not now,
¢ but thou fhalt know hereafter.?

Young people who have been taught

religion in a dry and fuperficial way, who
have had all its drudgeries and none of its
pleafures, will probably have acquired fo
little relith for it, as to confider the con-
tinued profecution of their religious ftudies
as a badge of their tutelage, as a mark
that they are ftill under fubjection ; and
will look forward with impatience to the
hour of their emancipation from the lec-
tures on Chriftianity. ‘They will long for

the
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the period when its deflons fhall ceafe to be
delivered ; will conclude that hzvmg once
attained fuch an age, and
required proficiency, the object will be

ed at the

accomplifhed and the labour at an end.
But let not your children ¢ fo learn
¢ Chrift.” Apprize them that no fpecific
day will ever arrive on which they fhall
fay, I ba ned; but inform them, that
every acquifition muft be followed up;

e at

knowledge muft be increafed ; prejudices
fabdued ; good habits rooted ; evil ones
eradicated ;  difpofitions = ftrengthened ;
principles confirmed ; till, going on from
ftrength to ftrength,’ they come < to the
¢ meafure of the ftature of the fulnefs of
“ Chrift.”

But though ferious inftrution will not
enly be uninterefting but irkfome if con-
veyed to youth in a mere dida&ic way, yet

if their " affeitions are fuitably engaged;

their hearts, fo far from neces

flarily revolt

ing, as fome infift they will, often re
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the moft folemn truths with alacrity. It is
the manner which revolts them, and not
the thing.

As it is notorious that men of wit and
imagination have been the moft formidable
enemies to Chriftianity ; while men, in
whom thofe talents have been confecrated
t0 God, have been fome of her moft ufeful
champions, take particular care to prefs
that ardent and ever-active power,: the
imagination, into the fervice of religion ;
this bright and bufy faculty will be lead-
ing its pofleflor into perpetual peril, and is
an enemy of peculiar potency till it come
to be ¢ yed in the caufe of God. It
iich though worldly prudence
indeed may chain fo as to prevent outward

is a Hon, w

mifchief, yet the malignity remains within 3
but when fandified by Chriftianity, the
nation is a lior

ima,

tamed ; you have all
the benefit of its firength and its activity,
divelted of its mifchief. God never be-
towed that noble but reftlefs faculty,

i2 withs
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without intending it to be an inftrument of
his own glory; though it hasbeen too
often fet up in rebellion

nt hims
becaufe, in its youthful ftirrings, while all
alive to evil, ithasnot been feized upon to
fight for its rightful Sovereign, but was
carly enlifted ‘with little oppofition under
the banners of the world, the flefh, and
the devil. - Religion is the only fubjec in
which, under the guidance of an holy and
fober-minded prudence, this difcurfive

faculty can fafely ftretch its powers and
expand its energies.  But let it be remem-
bered, that it muft bea found and genuine
Chriftianity  which can alone fo chaftife
andgegulate the imagination, as to reftrain
it from thofe errors and exceffes into
which a falfe, a miftaken, an irregular
religion, has too often plunged its inju-
dicious and i

inflruéted profeflor. To
fecure the imagination therefore on the
8

fafe fide, and, if I may change the meta-
3 > )

phor, to put it under the dire@ion of

its true pilot in the ftormy voyage of life,
is
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is like engaging thofe potent elements, tlie
wind and tide, in your favour.

In your communications with young
people, take care to convince them that as
religion is not a bufinefs to be laid afide
with the leflon, fo neither is it a fingle
branch of duty; fome detached thing,
which like an art or a language is to
be pradtifed feparately, and to have its
diftinét periods and modes of operation.
But let them underftand, that common aéts,
by the {pirit in which they are to be
performed, are to be made acts of religion:
that Chriftianity may be confidered as
having fomething of that influence over
the condué& which external grace yhas
over the manners; for as it is not the
performance of fome particular a& which
denominates any one to be graceful, grace
being a fpirit diffufed through the whole
fyftem which animates every fentiment,
and informs every action ; as fhe who has
nal grace has it uniformly, and
is not fometimes awkward and fometimes

true per

elegant 5
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elegant ; does not-fometimes lay it down
and fometimes take it up; fo religion is
noti:an occafional act, but an indwelling
principle, an inwrought habit, a pervading
and  informing fpirit, from which indeed
every at derives all its life; and energy,
and beauty.

Give them clear views of the broad
difcrimination ' between praical  religion
and worldly morality. Show them that
1m0 good qualities are genuine but fuch as
flow from the religion of Chrift, Let
them learn that the virtues which the
better fort of people, who yet are deftitute
of true Chriftianity, inculcate and prattife;
refemble thofe virtues which have the love
of God for their motive, juft as counterfeit
coin refembles  fterling gold; they may
have, it istrie;; certain points of refem-
blance with ‘the othets ; they may be
bright ; and  fhining ; - they have perhaps
thie image and the fuperfeription, but they
everwant the true diftinguifhing properties;
they want fterling value, purity, and weight.

VOLs I, 3 They
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They may indeed /pafs current in the traffic
of this world, but when brought to the
touchftone, they will be found full of alloy 3
when weighed in the balance of the
fanétuary, ¢ they will be found wanting;”
they will not ftand that final trial which
is to feparate ¢ the precious from the
¢ vile;”” they will not ¢ abide the day
¢ of his coming who is like a refiner’s
* fire.”?

One érror into which even fome good
people are apt to fall, is that of endeavour-
ing to déceive young minds by temporifing
expedients, In order to allure them
to become religious, they exhibit falfe,
or faint, or inadequate views of Chrift-
fanity 3 and while they reprefent it as
it really is, ‘as a life of fuperior happinefs
and advantage, they conceal its difficulties,
and like the Jefuitical Chinefe miffionaries,
extenuate, or fink, or deny, fuch parts of
it as are leaftalluring to human pride.- But
befides that, the projeé fails with them as
it «id with the Jefuits; all fraud is bad ;

and

o
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and a pious fraud:is a contradiction in
terms which ought to be buried in the
tubbifh of papal defolation.

Inftead of reprefenting to the young
Chriftian that it may be poffible by 2
prudent ingenuity at ohee to purfue, with
equal ardour and fuccefs, worldly fame
and eternal glory, would it not be more
honeft to tell him fairly and unambiguoufly
that there are two diftin& roads between
which there is a broad boundary line?
that there are two irreconcileable interefts;
that he muft forfake the one if he would
cleave to the other? that there are two
forts of charatters at eternal variance?
that nothing fhort of abfolute decifion can
make a confirmed Chriftian? Point out
the different fort of promifes annexed
to thefe different forts of charaéters. 'Con-
fefs in the Janguage of Chrift how the
man of the world often obtains (and it is
the natural courfe of human things) the
tecompence he feduloufly fecks. < Verily
¢ I fay unto you they have their reward.”

$2 Explain
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Explain the beatitudes on the other hand,
and unfold what kind of fpecific reward is
there individually promifed to its concomi-
tant virtue. Show your pupil that to that
“poverty of {pirit”” to which the kingdom
of heaven is promifed, it would be in-
confiftent to expet that the recompence
of human commendation fhould be alfo
attached ; that to that ¢ purity of heart”
to which the beatific vifion is annexéd, it
would be unreafonable to fuppofe you can
unite the pr:

of licentious wits, or the
admiration of 4 catch club. = Thefe will be
beftowed on their appropriate and cor-
refponding merits. Do not inlift them
under falfe colours. Different forts of
rewards are attached to different forts of
fervices; and while you truly affert that
religious ways are  ways of pleafantnefs,
¢ and all her paths are peace,” take care
that you do not lead them to depend too
exclufively on worldly happinefs and
earthly peace, for thefe make no part
of the covenant; they may be fuperadded,
but
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but they were never ftipulated in the
contraét.

But if, in order to attra& the young toa
religious courfe, you difingenuouily conceal
its difficulties, while you are ‘enlarging
upon its pleafures, you will tempt them to
diftruft the truth of Seriptureitfelf. For
what will they think, not only of a few
detached texts, but of the general caft and
colour of the Gofpel when contrafted with
your reprefentation of it ? What notion
will they conceive of < the' ftrait gate”
and ¢ narrow way ¥’ of the amputation
of a ¢ right hand 2’ of the excifion of a
< right eye P’ of the other ftrong meta-
phors by which' the Chriftidn warfare
is fhadowed out? of “ crucifying the
< flefh ?” of “ mortifying the old man?”
of “ dying unto fin ?”” ‘of ¢ overcoming
¢ the world?”” ' Do you not think their
meek and compaffionate Saviour who died
for your children loved them as well as you
love them? And if this were his language,
ought it not to be yours? ' It is the

J .3 language
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language of true, love; of that love with
which a merciful God loved the world,
when he fpared not his own Son. Do
not then try to conceal from them, that the
life of a Chriftian is neceffarily oppofite to
the life of the world ; and do not feek, by
a vain attempt at accommodation, to re-
concile that difference which Chrift him.
felf has pronounced to be irreconcileable.

May it not be partly owing to the want
of a due introduéion to the knowledge of
the real nature and fpirit of religion, that
fo many young Chriftians, who fet out in
a fair and flourithing way, decline and
wither when they come to perceive the
requifitions of experimental Chriftianity ?
requifitions which they had not fufpected
of making any part of the plan.

People are no more to be cheated into
religion than into learning, The fame
fpirit which influences your oath in a court
of juftice thould influence your difcourfe in
that court of equity—your family. = Your
children fhould be told the truth, the
whole
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whole truth, and nothing but the truth.
It is unneceffary to add, that it muft
be done gradually and difcreetly. We
know whofe example we have for poft-
poning that which the mind is not yet pre-
pared to receive: 1 have many things
< yet to fay to you, but ye cannot bear
<. them now.” Accuftom them to reafon
by analogy. Explain to them that great
worldly attainments are never made with-
out great facrifices; that the merchant
cannot become rich without induftry ; the
ftatefman eminent without labour; the
fcholar learned without ftudy ; the hero
yenowned without danger: would it not
then, on human principles, be unreafon-
able to think that the Chriftian alone
fhould obtain a triumph without a warfare 2
the higheft prize with the loweft exertions ?
an eternal crown without a prefent crofs ?
and that heaven is the only reward which
the idle may reckon upon? No: though
falvation ¢ be the gift of God,” yet it muft
be ¢ aworked out.” Convince your young

s4 friends,
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friends, however, that in this cafe the diffi-
culty bears no ‘proportion to the prize 3
though'in one refpe the point of re-
femblance fails, and that moft advantage-
oufly for the Chriftian ; for while, “éven
by the moft probable means, which" are
the union of talents with diligence, no
human profperity can be infured to the
worldly candidate ; while the moft fuccels-
ful adventurer may fail by the fault of
another ; while the beft concerted project
of the ftatefman may be cruthed; ‘the
braveft hero lofe the battle ; the brighteft
genius fail of getting 'bread ; and while,
moreover, the pleafure arifing from fuccefs
in thefe may be no fooner tafted than it is
poifoned by a more profperous rival ; ‘the
perfevering Chriftian is fafe and certain of
attaining Ais object ; no misfortunes can
defeat his hope; no competition can
endanger Ais fuccefs ; for though another
gain, he will not lofe. Nay, the fuccefs of
another, {o far from diminifhing his gain,
is an addition to it ; the more he diffufes,

the
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the richer he grows; and: that mortal
hour which cuts off for ever the hopes
of worldly men, crowns and confummates
his.

Beware at the fame time of fetting up
any aé of felf-denial or mortification as
the procuring caufe of falvation. This
would be a prefumptuous project to pur-
chafe that eternal life which is declared to
be the  free gift of God.” = This would
be to fend your children, not to the Gofpel
to learn their Chriftianity, but to the
Monks and Afcetics of the middle ages;
it would be fending them to Peter. the
Hermit, and the holy fathers of the Defert,
and not to Peter the Apoftle and his
Divine Mafter. - Mortification is not the
price; it is }xmhing more than the dif-
cipline of a foul of which fin is the difeafe,
the diet prefcribed by the great phyfician.
Without this guard the young devout
Chriftian would be led to fancy that
abftinence, pilgrimage, and penance might
be adopted as - the cheap fubititute for the

fubdued
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fubdued defire; the conquered temptation,
and the obedient will ; and would be almoft
in as much danger, on: the one hand, of
felf.righteoufnefs arifing from aufterities
and mortification, as fhe would be, on the
other, from felf-gratification in the induk
gences ‘of the world. And while you
carefully imprefs on her the neceflity of
living a life of ftriét pbedience if fhe would
pleafe God, do not negleét to remind her
alfo that a complete renunciation of her
own performances as a ground of merit,
purchafing the favour of God by their own
intrinfic worth, is included in that obedi-
ence.

It is of the lalt importance, in ftamping
on young minds a true impreflion of the
genius of Chriftianity, to pofefs them
with a conviction that it is the purity of
the motive which not only gives worth and
beauty, but which, in a Chriftian fenfe,
gives life and foul to the beft adtion:
nay, that while a right intention will be
acknowledged and accepted at the final
judgment,
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judgment, even without the ad, the aé&
itfelf will be difowned which wanted the
bafis of a pure defign. ¢ Thou didft
s¢ well that it was in thy beart to build
% me a temple,”” faid the Almighty to
that Monarch whom yet he permitted not
to build it. How many fplendid actions
will be rejeéted in the great day of. retri-
bution, to which ftatues’ and monuments
have been raifed on earth, while their almoft
deified authors fhall be as much con-
founded at their own unexpeled repro-
bation, as at the acceptance of thofe
¢ whofe life the world counted madnefs.””
¢ Depart from me, I never knew you,”
is not the malediction denounced on
the fceptic or the fcoffer, but on the un-
fruitful worker of ¢ miracles,”” on the
unfandtified ~utterer of ¢ prophecies;”
for even alts' of piety wanting the purifying
principle, however they may dazzle men,
offend God. Cain facrificed, Balaam pro-
phefied, Roufleau wrote the moft fublime
panegyric on the Son of Mary, VoLTAIRE

BUILT
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BUILT A crurcH! nay, fo fuperior was
his affe@ation of fandlity, that he often-
tatioufly declared, that while others were
raifing churches to Saints, there was one
man at leaft who would erec his church
to God : that God whofe altars he was
overthrowing, whofe name he was vilifying,
whofe golpel he. was exterminating, and
the very name -of whofe Son he had
folemnly pledged. himfelf  to blot ' from
the face of the earth ! :
Though it be impoflible here to enume-
rate all thofe Chriftian virtues which
thould be imprefled in the: progrefs of
a Chriftian education, yet in this conneétion
I cannot forbear. mentioning. one which
more immediately grows out of the fub-
je€t; and to remark  that the principle
which fhould be the invariable concomitant
of all inftrution; and elpecially of religious
inftrudtion, is humility. * Asthis temper
is inculcated in every page of the Gofpel 5
as it is deducible from: every precept
anG eyery aftion of Chrilt; that is a
fufficient
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fufficient intimation that it fhould be made
to grow out of every ftudy, that it fhould
be grafted on every acquifition. It is the
turning point, the leading principle indi-
cative of the very genius of Chriftianity.
This chaftifing quality fhould therefore
be conftantly made in education to operate
as the only counteration of that ¢ know-
« ledge which puffeth up.” Youth fhould
be taught that as humility is the difcri-
minating chara&eriftic of our religion,
therefore a proud Chriftian, a haughty
difciple of a crucified Mafter, furnifhes
perhaps a ftronger oppofition in terms
than the whole compafs of language can
exhibit. They fhould be taught that hu-
mility being the appropriate grace of
Chriftianity, is what makes Chriftian and
Pagan virtues ¢ffentially different: The
virtues of the Romans, for inftance, were
obvioufly founded in pride; as 2 proof of
this, they had not even a word in : their

- copious language to exprefs humility, but
what was ufed in a bad fenfe, and conveyed
4 the
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the idea of meannefs or vilenefs.. Chrifts
ianity fo ftands on its own fingle ground,
is fo far from aflimilating itfelf to the
{pirit of other religions, that, unlike the
Roman Emperor, who though he would
not become a Chriftian, yet ordered that
theimage of Chrift thould be fet up in the
Pantheon with thofe of the heathen gods,
and be worfhipped in common with them 3
Chriftianity . not only rejects all fuch
partnerthips with other religions, but it
pulls down their images, defaces their
temples, tramples on their honours, founds
its own exiftence on the ruins of fpurious
religions and fpurious virtues, and will be
every thing when it is admitted to be any
thing.

Will it be going too much oyt of the
way to obferve, that Chriftiagn Britain
retaliates upon Pagan Rome? For if the
former ufed humility in a bad fenfe, has
not the latter learnt to ufe pride in a good
one? May we, without impertinence; ven-
ture to remark, that, in the deliberations

of
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of ‘as honourable and wupright political
aflemblies as ever adorned, or, under Pros
vidence, upheld a country; in orations
which leave us nothing to envy in Attic or
Roman eloquence in their beft days; it
were to be withed that we did not borrow
from Rome an epithet which fuited the
genius of her religion, as much as it
militates againft that of ours? The pane-
gyrift of the battle of Marathon, of Plateea,
or of Zama, might with propriety fpeak of
2 “ proud day,” or a ¢ proud event,” or
a ¢ proud fuccefs.”” But furely. the
Chriftian encomiafts of the battle of the
Nile may, from their abundance, felett an
epithet better appropriated to fuch a
vitory—a vi@ory which, by preferving
Europe, has perhaps preferved that religion
which fets its foot on the very neck of
pride, and in which the conqueror himfelf,
even in the firlt ardors of triumph, forgot
not to afcribe the vitory to ALMIGHTY
Gonb. - Let us leave to the enemy both the
term and the thing ; arrogant words being
3 the
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the only weapons,in which we muft evef
vail to their decided fuperiority.

Above all things then you {kould beware
that your pupils do not take up with
a vague, general, and undefined religion ;
but look to it that their Chriftianity be
really the religion of Chrift. = Inftead of
flurring over the doétrines of the Crofs, as
difreputable appendages to our religion,
which are to be got over as well as we can,
but which are never to be dwelt upon,
take care to make thefe your fundamental
articles. Do not explain away thefe
doétrines, and by fome elegant periphrafis
bint at a Saviour, inftead of making him
the foundation ftone of your fyftem.
Do not convey primary, and plain, and
awful, and indifpenfable truths elliptically,
g that is to be under-

I mean as fome
ftood without being exprefled ; nor ftudy
fathionable circumlocutions to avoid names
and things on which our falvation hangs,
in order to prevent your difcourfe from

being offenfive.  Perfons who are thus
inftructed
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inftru@ted in religion with more good
breeding than ferioufnefs and fimplicity,
imbibe a diftafte for plain fcriptural lan-
guage ; and the Scriptures themfelves are
fo little in ufe with a certain fafhionable
clafs of readers, that when the do@rines
and language of the Bible occafionally
occur in other authors, they prefent a fort
of novelty and peculiarity which offend ;
and fuch readers as difufe the Bible are
apt to call that precife and puritanical
whichis in faft found and feriptural. ~ Nay,
it has feveral times happened to the au-
thor to hear perfons of fenfe and learning
ridicule infulated fentiments and expref-
fions that have fallen in their way, which
they ~would have treated with decent
refpect had they known them to be, as they
really were; texts of Scripture. = This ob-
fervation is hazarded with a view to en-
force the importance of early communi-
cating religious knowledge, and of infufing
an early tafte for Scripture phrafeology.
VoL, 1. T The




ON THE GENIUS

274

The perfons in queftion are apt to
acquire a kind of Pagan Chriftianity, which
juft enables them to hear with complacency
of the “ Deity,” of a « firft caufe,” and
of ¢ confcience.” Nay, fome may even
go fo far as to talk of ¢ the Founder of
< our religion,” of the ¢ Author of Chrift-
¢ janity,” in general terms, as they would
talk of the prophet of Arabia, or the law-
giver of China, of Athens, or of the Jews.
But their refined ears revolt not a little at
the unadorned name of Chrift; and even
the naked and unqualified term of our
Saviour, or Redeemer, carries with it a
queerith, inelegant, not to fay a fufpicious
found. < They will exprefs a ferious dif=
approbation of what is wrong under the
moral term of wice, or the forenfic term of
crime; but they are apt to think that the
Scripture term of /in has fomething fana-
tical in it: and, while they difcover a
great refpe& for mdrality, they do not
much relith holinefs, which is indeed the
fpecific

1
1
1
1
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fpecific morality of a Chriftian. They will
fpeak readily of a man’s reforming, or
leaving off a vicious habit, or growing
more correct in fome individual pradtice ;
but the expreflion of a total change of
heart, they would ftigmatize as the very
fhibboleth of a {e&, though it is the lan-
guage of a Liturgy they affe& to admire,
and of a Gofpel which they profefs to
teceive.




CHAP: XII

Hints fuggefted for furnifbing young perfons
with a fcheme of prayer.

Tnosn who are aware of the ineftimable
value of prayer themfelves, will naturally
be anxious not only that this duty fhould
be earneftly inculcated on their children,
but that they fhould be taught it in
the beft manner; and fuch parents need
little perfuafion or council on the fubject.
Yet children of decent and orderly (I will
not fay of ftrictly religious) families are
often fo fuperficially inftructed in this
important bufinefs, that it is not unufual,
when they are afked what prayers they
ufe, to anfwer, ¢ the Lord’s Prayer and
¢ the Creed,” And even fome who are
better taught, are not always made to
underftand with fufficient clearnefs the
fpecific
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fpecific diftinétion between the ‘two ; that
the one is the confeffion of their faith,
and the other the model for their /fup-
plications. By this confufed and indiftinék
beginning, they fet out with a perplexity
in their ideas, which is not always com-
pletely difentangled in more advanced
life.

An intelligent mother will feize the firlt
occafion which the child’s opening under-
ftanding fhall allow, for making a little
courfe of leGtures on the Lord’s Prayer,
taking every divifion or fhort fentence
feparately ; for each furnifhes valuable ma-
terials for a diftin& lecure. The child
fhould be led gradually through every part
of this divine compofition; fhe fhould
be taught to break it into all the regular
divifions, into which indeed it fo naturally
refolves itfelf. She fhould be made to
comprehend one by one each of its fhort
but weighty fentences; to amplify and
fpread them out for the purpofé of better
underftanding them, not in their moft

) extenfive
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extenfive and critical, but in their moft
fimple and obvious meaning.  For in thofe
condenfed and fubftantial expreffions,every
word is an ‘ingot, and will bear beating.
out; fo that the teacher’s difficulty will
not fo much be what fhe fhall fay as what
the fhall fupprefs; fo abundant is the
expolitory matter which this fucciné
pattern fuggefts.

When the child has a pretty good con-
ception of the meaning of each divifion,
the fhould then be made to obferve the
connection, relation, and dependance of
the feveral parts of this. prayer one upon
another; for there is great method and
connection in it.© We pray that the
¢ kingdom of God may come,” as the
beft means to “hallow his name;” and
that by us, the obedient fubjects of this
kingdom, ‘his will may be done.” A
judicious interpreter will obferve how
logically and confequently one claufe grows
out of another, though the will ufe neither
the word logical nor confequence : for all
expla-
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explanations fhould be made in the moft
plain and familiar terms, it being words,
and not things, which commonly perplex
children, if, as it fometimes happens,
the teacher, though not wanting fenfe,
want petfpicuity and fimplicity.
The young perfon, from being made
a complete miftrefs of this fhort compo-
fition, ( which as it is to be her guide and
model through life, too much pains cannot
be beftowed on it,) will have a clearer
conception, not only of its individual con-
tents, but of prayer in general; than many
ever attain, though their memory has been
perhaps loaded with long and unexplained
forms, which they have been accuftomed to
fwallow in the lump without ferutiny.
Prayer fhould not be fo fwallowed. Itisa
regular prefcription, which fhould ftand
analyfis and examination : it is not a
charm, the fuccefsful operation of which
depends on your blindly taking it; without
knowing what is in it, and in which the
good you receive is promoted by your
jgnorance of its contents.
T 1 would
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I would have it underftood that by thefe
little comments, Ido not mean that the
child thould be put to learn dry, and to her
unintelligible expofitions ; and. here I muft
remark. in general, that the teacher is
fometimes apt to relieve herfelf at the
child’s expence, by loading the memory of
a little creature on occafions in which far
other faculties thould be put in exercife.
The child  herfelf fhould 'be made to
furnith a good' part of the commentary by
her anfwers ; in which anfwers fhe will be
much affifted by the judgment the teacher
ufes in her manner of queftioning. And
the youthful - underftanding, - when it
powers are-properly fet at work, will foon
ftrengthen by exercife fo as to furnifh
reafonable if not very corre€t anfwers.
Written forms of prayer are not only
ufeful and proper, but indifpenfably ne-
ceffary. - But I will hazard ‘the remark,
that if children are thrown exclyfively on
the beft forms, if they are made to commit
them to memory like a copy of verfes, and
to repeat them in a dry, cuftomary way,
they
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they will produce little effe@ on  their
minds. They will not underftand what
they repeat, if we do not early open to
them the important Jcheme of prayer.
‘Without fuch an elementary introduion
to this duty, they will afterwards be either
ignorant or enthufiafts, or both., We
thould give them ‘nozoledge before we can
expett them to make much progrefs in
piety, and 35 a due preparative to it:
Chriftian inftruétion in this refembling the
fun, who, in the courfe of his' communica-
tions, gives light before he gives heat.
And to-excite a fpirit of devotion without
infufing that knowledge out of which it is
tol grow, is practically reviving the popith
maxim, that Ignorance is the mother of
Devotion, and yirtually adopting the popith
rule, of praying in an unknown tongue.

Children, let me again obferve, will not
attend to their prayers if they do not
underftand them; and they will not un-
derftand them, if they are not taught to
analyfe, to diflet them, to know their
component parts, and to methodife them.

7 15
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It is not enough to teach them to con-
fider prayer undet the general idea that it
is an application to God for what they
want, and an acknowledgment for what
they have. This, though true in the grofs,
is not {ufficiently precife and correét.
They thould learn to define and to arrange
all the different parts of prayer. And as
a preparative to prayer itfelf, they fhould
be imprefled with as clear an idea as the
pature of the fubje® admits, of ¢ Him
<« with whom they have to do.”” His
omniprefence is perhaps, of all his attri-
butes, that of which we may make the
firft practical ufe. Every head of prayer
is founded on fome great feriptural truths,
which truths the little analyfis here fug-
gefted will materially affift to fix in their
minds.

On the knowledge that « God is,”
that he is an infinitely holy Being, and
that < he is the rewarder of all them that
< diligently feek him,” will be grounded
the firft part of prayer, which is adoration.
4 FEhe
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The creature devoting itfelf to the Creator,
of felf-dedication, next prefents itfelf. And
if they are firft taught that important truth,
that as needy creatures they, want help,
which may be done by fome eafy analogy,
they will eafily be led to underftand how
naturally petition forms a moft confiderable
branch of prayer : and divine grace being
among the things for which they are
to petition, this naturally fuggefts to the
mind the dottrine of the influences of the
fpirit. And when to this is added the
conviction, which will be readily worked
into an ingenuous mind, that as offending
creatures they want pardon, the neceffity
of confeffion will eafily be made intelligible
to them. But they fhould be brought
to underftand that it muft not be fuch
a general and vague confeffion as awakens
no fenfe of perfonal humiliation, as excites
no recolleGion of their own more peculiar
and individual faults. But it muft be
a confeffion founded on felf-knowledge,
which is itfelf to arife out of the practice
of felf-examination: for want of this fort

of
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of difcriminating habit, a well-meaning but
ill-inftructed - girl” may catch herfelf con-
fefling the fins. of fome other perfon, and
omitting thofe which are mere efpecially
her own. . On the gladnefs of heart
natural to youth, it will be lefs difficult
to imprefs the delightful duty of #bank/-
giving, which forms fo confiderable a
branch of prayer. In this they fhould
be habituated to recapitulate not only their
general, but to enumerate. their peculiar,
daily, and incidental mercies, in the fame
fpecific manner as they fhould have been
taught to detail their zwanss in the petition-
ary, and their faults in the confeflional
part. - The fame warmth of feeling which
will more readily difpofe them to exprefs
their gratitude to God in thank(giving,
will alfo lead them more gladly to exprefs
their love to their parents and friends,
by adopting another indifpenfable, and to
an affe@tionate heart, pleafing part of
prayer, which is interceffion.

When they have been made, by a plain
and perfpicuous mode of inftrution, fully
to
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to underftand the different nature of all
thefe; and when they clearly comprehend
that adoration, [felf-dedication  confeffion,
petitiony thankfgiving, and  interceffion, are
diftinét heads, which muft not be involved
in each other, you may exemplify the rules
by pointing out to them thefe fucceflive
branches in any well written form. And
they will eafily difcern, that afcription of
glory to that God to whom we owe f{o
much, and on whom we fo entirely de-
pend, is the  conclufion into which a
Chriftian’s prayer will naturally refolve it~
felf. It is hardly needful to remind the
teacher that our truly Scriptural Liturgy
invariably furnifhes the example of prefent-
ing every requeft in the name of the great
Mediator. In the Liturgy too they will
meet with the beft exemplifications of
prayers, exhibiting feparate fpecimens of
each of the diftinét heads we have been

{fuggefting.
But in order that the minds of young
perfons may, without labour or difficulty,
be
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be gradually brought into fuch a flate
of preparation as to be benefited by fuch a
little courfe of le@ures as we have re-
commended ; they thould, from the time
when they were firft able to read, have
been employing themfelves at their
leifure hours, in laying in a flore of
provifion for their prefent demands.  And
here the memory may be employed to
good purpole ;. for being the firft faculty
which is ripened, and which is indeed
perfected when the others are only begin-
ning to unfold themfelves, this is an
intimation of  Providence that it thould be
the firt feized on for the beft ufes. It
thould therefore be devoted to lay in a
ftock of the more eafy and devotional parts
of Scripture, The Pfalms alone are an
inexhautftible ftore-houfe of rich'materials*.
Children

* This will be fo far from fpoiling the cheer-
fulnefs, or impeding the pleafures of childhood,
that the author knows a little girl who, before
fhe was feven years old, had learnt the whole Pfalter

through a fecond time; and that without any
dimi-

A SCHEME OF PRAYER.
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Children whofe minds have been early
well furnithed from thefe, will be com-
petent at nine or ten years old to produce
from them, and to fele&t with no con-
temptible judgment fuitable examples of
all the parts of prayer; and will be able
to extra& and appropriate texts under each
refpetive head, fo as to exhibit, without
help, complete fpecimens of every part
of prayer. By confining them entirely to
the fenfe, and nearly to the words of
Seripture, they will be preferved from
enthufiafm, from irregularity, and conceit.
By being obliged continually to apply for
themfelves, they will get a habit in all
their difficulties, of ¢ fearching the Scrip-
¢ tures,” which may be ufeful to them
on future and more trying occafions.
But I would confine them to the Bible;
for were they allowed with equal freedom

diminution of uncommon gaiety of fpirits, or zny
interference with the clegant acquirements fuited to
her ftation.

to
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to ranfack other books with a view to
get helps to embellith _their little com-
pofitions, or rather compilations, they
might be’ tempted to pafs off for their
own what they pick up from others,
which might tend at once to make them
both vain and deceitful: This is a tempta-
tion to which they are too much laid
open when they get commended for any
pilfered paflage with which they decotate
their little themes and letters. But in the
prefent inftance there is no danger of any
fimilar deception, for there is fuch a facred
fignature ftamped on every Scripture
phrafe, that the owner’s name can never
be defaced or torn off from the goods,
either by fraud or violence.

It would be well, if in thofe Plalms
which children were firft directed to get
by heart, an .eye were had to this their
future application; and that they were
employed, but without any intimation of
your fubfequent defign, in learning fuch
as may be beft turned to this account.
In
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In the 139th the firlt great truth to be
imptinted on the young heart; as was
before obferved, is unfolded with fach
a2 mixture of majeftic gtandeur; and fuch
an interefting variety of intimate and local
circumftanices; as is likely to feize on the
quick and lively feelings of youth, The
awful idéa that that Being whom fhe
is taught to reverence, is mot orly in
general “ acquainted with all her ways,”
but that  he is about her path, and about
¢ her bed;” beftows fuch a fenfe of real
and prefent exiftence on Aim of whom the
is apt to conceive as having his diftant
habitation only in Heaven, as will help her
1o realize the fenfe of his a&tual prefence.

The 103d Pfalm will open to the mind
tich and abundant fources of expreflion
for gratitude and thankfgiving, and it
includes fpiritual as well as temporal
favours. It illuftrates the mercies of God
by familiar and domeftic images, of fuch
peculiar tendernefs and endearment, as
are calculated to ftrike upon every chord
of filial fondnefs in the heart of an af-

VOL. I. U fectionate
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fectionate child. The s51ft fupplies an
infinite variety of ~matter in whdtever
relates o confeflion of fin,- or to fuppli-
cation for the aids of the Spirit. The
23d abounds with captivating expreffions
of the protecting goodnefs of their heavenly
Father, conveyed by paftoral imagery of
uncommon {weetnefs : in fhott the greater
part of thefe beautiful compofitions over-
flow with materials for every head of
prayer.

The child who, while fhe was engaged
in learning thefe Scriptures, was not aware
that there was any fpecific obje&t to be
anfwered by it, will afterwards feel an
unexpected pleafure arifing from the appli-
cation of her petty labours, when fhe
is called to draw out from her little trea-
fury of knowledge the ftores fhe has been
collecting ; ‘and will be pleafed to find that
without any frefh application to ftudy, for
fhe is now obliged to exercife a higher
faculty than memory, fhe has lying ready
in her mind the materials' with which fhe
is now called upon to work. Her judg-
ment
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ment muft, be fet about feleting one
or two, or more texts which fhall con-
tain the fubftance of every fpecific head
of prayer before noticed; and it will
be a farther exercife to her underftand-
ing to concatenate the detached parts
into one regular whole, occafionally vary-
ing the arrangement as fhe likes; that
is, changing the order, fometimes begin-
ning with invocation, fometimes with con-
feffion ; fometimes dwelling longer 'on
one part, fometimes on another. As the
hardfhips of a religious Sunday are often
fo pathetically pleaded, as making one
of the heavy burdens of religion; and
as the friends of religion are fo often
called upon to mitigate its rigours, might
not fuch an exercife as has been here

fuggefted help to vary its occupations ?
The habits of the pupil being thus
early formed, her memory, attention, and
intelleC being bent in a right diretion,
and the exercife invariably maintained,
may one not reafonably hope that her
affections allo, through divine grace, may
become
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become interefted in the work, tll fhe
will be enabled * to pray with the {pirit
“ and with the underftanding alfo
She will now be qualified to ufe a well-
compofed form with ferioufnefs and ad-
vantage; ' for fhe will now ufe it not
mechanically, but rationally. That which
before appeared to her a mere mafs of
good words, will now appear a fignificant
compofition, exhibiting variety, and order;
and beauty ; and fhe will have the farther
advantage of being enabled by her im-
proved judgment to diftinguith and fele&
for her own purpofe fuch as are more
judicious and more fcriptural.

END OF THL FIRST VOLUMEs
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