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Notes and Comments.
The Solid Phalanx.

Constitutional suffragists have during the last few weeks 
endured a bitter disappointment, and are now faced by the 
prospect of another prolonged period of hope deferred. It 
becomes interesting to observe in what spirit this large body of 
confederated women takes the blow. From the leaders have 
come statements, calmly and reasonably set forth, of their 
opinion that the Prime Minister’s broken pledges cannot be ful
filled by the promise of facilities for any private Member’s Bill. 
There has been no time wasted either in accusing' Mr. Asquith 
of deliberate treachery or in acquitting him of all blame. It is 
not for suffragists to decide what is in the minds of Ministers. 
The facts are the matter with which they have to deal. And the 
rank and file of the National Union’s army have replied not by 
words, but by a quiet and steady redoubling of energy in all their 
usual business of propaganda.

Undismayed.
This paper contains each week a list of forthcoming meetings, 

which includes not indeed all the meetings arranged by societies 
belonging to the Union, but all of which notice reaches the office 
in time for insertion. On January 31st the number announced 
in our special column was 37 ; on February 7th it rose to 77 ; on 
the 14th it- was 64. Meetings, of course, do not represent all 
nor nearly all the work done by the societies. There are always 
canvasses being made, memorials prepared, deputations 
arranged, and dull office? drudgery being carried on. A full, 
detailed report of all that is done in London, in the large towns 
and in the country, would fill as many pages every week as two 
numbers of The Common Cause. Moreover—and this is perhaps 
even more remarkable than the steady continuity of work— 
among the great number of communications received every week 
not one word of complaint, not one hint of depression has 
reached , us. The universal attitude has been one of dogged 
courage. The members have neither shrieked nor wept; they 
have quietly begun to work harder than ever, and have put their 
hands in their pockets for an additional donation.

The Speaker’s Rulings.
The Speaker seems to have decided that he can continue 

indefinitely his practice of ruling a bill “ out of order ” at the 

last hour, judging by his reply to Mr. Healy’s challenge on an 
amending bill to the Insurance Act. According to Mr. Ure, 
this cannot be helped, as the Government “ has no access ” to 
the Speaker, and therefore cannot know what his ruling will be. 
It is difficult to find language strong enough to condemn a 
procedure so entirely imbecile. We are perpetually assured 
that the House of Commons “ has no time ” for important 
questions, that it is overburdened already, and that if it is 
pressed further, “ the whole machine will break down.” Yet 
it must be allowed to waste valuable time in debate which 
cannot possibly have any fruitful result, because the Speaker 
is going to rule it out of order ! Quite apart from the way in 
which this procedure has been used as a weapon against 
Women’s Suffrage, it is one which must result in utter con
tempt for those who permit the urgent business of the nation 
to be so preposterously mis-handled.

Mr. Arnold Ward’s Bill.
Although any Bill introduced by so pronounced an anti-Suf- 

fragist as Mr. Arnold Ward would naturally excite suspicion, 
the measure read for the first time last week is one which no 
genuine advocate of Women’s Suffrage can well oppose. It 
would remove one of the serious inequalities of the local govern
ment franchise by admitting as electors all married women who 
reside on the same premises as their husbands, whereas, at 
present, it is generally held that a married woman can be 
qualified only in respect of premises other than those which 
afford a qualification to her husband. It can hardly be doubted 
that the addition of the many wives now excluded would raise 
the level of the municipal electorate, and bring into its ranks a 
large group of people possessing knowledge, leisure and zeal 
for good works. Mr. Ward, of course, hopes that the reform 
which he is advocating may make the municipal register into 
a suitable basis for a referendum to women on the question of 
Women’s Suffrage, from which the opinion of what he calls 
“ the sex ” could be ascertained. That this question should be 
dealt with by a method never yet applied in this country to any 
other would be a manifest injustice; but that circumstance alone 
might not suffice as a safeguard. The fact, however, that the 
precedent of a referendum might easily become a very uncom
fortable one for either of the two great political parties is likely 
to prevent the leaders of either from creating it.

Indian Women and the National Congress.
The Indian National Congress, meeting at Bankapur, lis

tened to an interesting’ Presidential address from Mr. Mud- 
holkar. As usual, women will feel their need of representation, 
not so much by what is said as by what is left unsaid. The 
President dealt with those questions which, in the opinion of the 
Nationalist party, press for solution—problems of government 
and of education, of the position of Indians in British colonies, 
and of the administration of the law. Of the position of women 
in India itself, not a word, till—at the very close of the speech— 
there came a passing reference to the ‘ ‘ women in the seclusion 
of the Purdah. ” Yet there are many of us to whom the sufferings 
of our sisters in the East would be a sufficient motive for the 
political agitation we are all so weary of, even if there were no 
other. If all our grievances were removed—or could be, while 
we are not free—there would remain upon our consciences the 
bitter knowledge that other women, our fellow subjects, are not
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so fortunate, and such knowledge leaves no room for rest. It 
seems, indeed, one of the strangest of all Anti-Suffrage delu
sions that the wide responsibilities of Empire make Women’s 
Suffrage impossible. If we had no other responsibilities we 
should be compelled to ask for the vote in order to fulfil those.

The Bureau of Social Hygiene.
A valuable experiment is being made in America by Mr. J. D. 

Rockefeller, jun., as a result of his service on the Special Grand 
Jury appointed in New York early in 1910, to investigate the 
White Slave Traffic. Coming to the conclusion that “ the 
extent and horror of the evil ” made it “ the greatest single 
menace to the perpetuation of the human race, ‘ ‘ he has decided 
to establish a Bureau of Social Hygiene, whose business it will 
be to collect and classify information on this subject throughout 
America. The information will be published from time to time, 
and “ diagnosis must come before treatment. ” Mr. Rockefeller 
believes that “ less than 25 per cent, of the prostitutes in this 
country would have fallen if they had had an equally good 
chance to lead a pure life.” He adds—“ Prostitution, as now 
conducted in this country and in Europe, is very largely a man’s 
business; the women are merely tools in the hands of the 
stronger sex.
is large.”

It is a business run for profit, and the profit 
Suffragists will be glad to know that one of the four 

or five members of the Bureau is a woman—Miss Katherine 
Davis, Superintendent of the New York Reformatory for 
Women.

Social Hygiene in Great Britain.
We welcome the news of this scientific method of approaching 

a great and terrible problem, the more because the tendency 
in this country seems to be to treat it in an increasingly 
sensational and unprofitable way. Horrified at the revela
tions which were made in connection with the White 
Slave Traffic Act, many people seem willing to read anything 
and believe anything provided only it is sufficiently horrible. 
There is a real danger that this feverish excitement—which is 
not one whit too strong for the facts—may be used to promote 
the most undesirable kind of so-called “ reform.” Supporters 
of “ State regulation ” still exist, and some of them appear to 
think the present is the time to urge their views on an excited, 
and for the most part very ignorant, public. Comparatively 
few people know the bare facts even of Mrs. Butler’s crusade, 
or the experience of European countries, in connection with 
police regulation. The subject, unfortunately, lends itself to 
vulgar and sensational handling, and those who interest them
selves in it cannot be too strongly urged to disregard the 
theories of such writers, and apply themselves in all earnestness 
to more scientific authorities.

Women and Hotels.
The Manchester Guardian, of February 18th, contains a letter 

from Miss Margaret Ashton, which tells an instructive 
story. On Wednesday, February 12th, Miss Ashton, returning 
from an evening engagement in Crewe, was detained by fog on 
the journey, and did not reach Manchester until 1.30. Her 
home at Withington is four miles out. There were at that hour 
no trams, nor cabs that would—or, indeed, she says, could—take 
her so far. She went to a hotel, following two men to its door; 
one of the men was admitted, the other went away; Miss Ashton 
rang and asked for a room. She was “ rather roughly denied ” 
by a night porter, who said the house was full. Miss Ashton 
pressed her point, saying that she could not get to Withington. 
He replied more rudely, and she was turned away; but a minute 
later returned to ask leave that she might telephone to her maids 
not to sit up. This she received a grudging permission to do, 
and then “was adrift in the fog in the street.” Knowing her 
way well, even in the fog, Miss Ashton, at about two in the 
morning, walked four miles to Withington. She adds that in 
a blizzard in London she once met with the same treatment at 
two hotels, although, in that case, too, a man was admitted, and 
concludes that “ it is, I am afraid, the custom to refuse women 
-after midnight." How if Miss Ashton had been a stranger to 
Manchester, or a delicate person, physically incapable of walk
ing four miles at the end of so prolonged a day? Why, as she 
most properly asks, “ should even an undesirable be refused on 
a night that was not fit for a dog to be turned out? .
What can be done to protect women from such improper treat
ment and the risk it entails? ” We can only advise any woman 
who finds herself in such a predicament to seek the nearest 
police station. Many a young woman has been housed by a 
-policeman’s wife—including one who had been performing- in a 
pageant and had missed, not only her friends, but her modern
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The National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies' being 
a body which exists solely to obtain the enfranchisement 
of women, holds no official view upon any other topic. 
Opinions expressed upon other subjects must not be 

regarded as necessarily those of the Union.

Achievements of 1912-1913
A quite astonishing amount of advice is being offered to 

suffragists. From Mr. F. E. Smith upwards, there is apparently 
no one who cannot contribute some counsel however unexpected, 
or some project however fantastic. We are being conjured 
or commanded by every section of public opinion to adopt this, 
that, or the other policy, on pain of being held ungrateful, or 
reactionary, or stupid. It is worth while, amid all this uproar, 
for National Unionists to consider how far their own line of 
action has already been successful.

The Session is ending, and we are not yet enfranchised. 
True, but our demand for it has overshadowed every other 
question; has bulked larger in the public eye than Welsh Dis
establishment or Home Rule; has wrecked a Government 
measure of first-class importance; and has imperilled the exist
ence of the Government itself. This is admitted on all hands, 
and is by itself a great gain. But valuable as are the sympathy 
and support which are everywhere rallying to our movement, 
they are perhaps less important than the actual dangers it has 
escaped owing to the line taken by the National Union and the 
large majority of suffragists all over the country.

This danger lay in the passing of a Franchise Bill 
with women still excluded, and it is a danger of which the 

t is 
some 

re-

For 
which

importance can hardly be over-estimated.
exceedingly difficult to get a question on 
considerable measure of reform has been passed 
opened immediately; indeed, it is almost impossible. History 
reminds us that long gaps of time have separated all Franchise 
Reform Bills—1832, 1867, 1884, 1913, the steps of progress go. 
After every measure along pause, before reluctant statesmanship 
has once more taken up the task of reform. “ Enough for the 
present! ” has been the cry : “Now let us turn to something 
else. ” And the threatened Bill of 1913 was peculiarly dangerous 
to women, because for men it would have been final. Practically 
all men would have had a vote. The basis of the franchise 
would have been simple, logical, and straightforward. The 
whole business of voting (for men) would have been straightened 
out, tidied up, and finished. It would have been a Herculean 
task to force the reluctant mind of the politician to turn his 
attention to the franchise question once more, and hammer out 
some kind of principle on which to enfranchise women.

To prevent this, therefore, was of quite incalculable 
importance to Suffragists. It has been prevented. It is only 
statesmanlike to consider how and why; and it becomes obvious 
at once that this victory (for in truth it is a victory) has 
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the pledges of the Prime Minister in good faith and worked for 
their fulfilment. This work alone made it absolutely impossible 
for Mr. Asquith to proceed with his Bill when the Speaker ruled 
us out. Had we thrown back his pledges in his face and 
refused to believe them honourably meant we should have had 
the Manhood Suffrage Bill passed over our heads, and no one 
would have had a word to say on our behalf. It would have 
been argued, and justly, “ You refused the offer; you preferred 
to stand out; now you can stand out and you have nothing 
to complain of. ” - . Tr

But as it was we had made the thing impossible. The House 
of Commons—even the public at large—is sufficiently cynical 
about political pledges, and especially about pledges given to 
women. But the most cynical must draw the line somewhere; 
and though the House permitted Mr. Asquith to offer us a 
counterfeit coin to redeem his debt, it did draw the line at 
letting him proceed with his own business meanwhile. With 
public knowledge of all our work and sacrifices, made on the 
strength of an unredeemed pledge, the Prime Minister himself 
found it impossible to go on with his Bill, and the question 
of electoral reform is open still.

So much for the past. The future is no less assured. Not 
only has a Franchise Bill not passed without the women, 
but now we know it never can. All who are excluded from the 
franchise now ; all who desire to see the question re-opened ; 
all who are exasperated or injured by the lack of logic, the 
obscurity and the absurdity of our franchise laws, must realise 
that the question cannot be raised without raising the question 
of Women’s Suffrage, or settled without some women being 
included. This is due to the firm line taken by the Labour 
Party.

Interpreting their mandate for Adult Suffrage in its true 
sense—not as Manhood Suffrage only—the delegates to the 
Labour Conference definitely refused to take any step which 
should set such a measure hopelessly far away. For Labour has 
realised, as suffragists have realised, that to accept a Manhood 
Suffrage Bill would not be to leave the women where they were, 
but to put a tremendous obstacle in their path, and to defer their 
enfranchisement for years. They have refused to take part in 
so gross an injustice, and while desiring Manhood Suffrage, have 
declined to win it at the women’s expense.

It is no reflection on the public spirit and determination of the 
Labour Party to say that something at least of the enthusiasm 
shown at the Conference for Mr. Snowden’s amendment was 
due to the work done in connection with the recent development 
of the National Union’s policy. Between great movements with 
different aims and different policies, with much that is not held 
in common as well as much that is, it is not always easy to 
establish a good understanding. The work of each has been 
done in different fields, in different ways ; their supporters are 
different people; their views and actions are perpetually dis
torted and misrepresented in the Press. Suffragists especially 
have suffered from this kind of calumny, and attempts have been 
made in many quarters—not wholly without success—to repre
sent them as a body of rich and idle women who only want the 
vote for themselves, to increase their own importance.

The unwisdom of some suffragists towards the Labour Party 
itself increased the difficulties of understanding, for it was as 
hard for Labour Members as for National Unionists to under
stand why they should be called upon to break every pledge they 
had made to their constituents, even in so good a cause as 
Women’s Suffrage. Nothing but harm could come of such 
recklessness. Yet, in spite of all, the carrying- of Mr. Snowden’s 
amendment by the Conference was marked by a scene 
of enthusiasm which made it memorable, and must have 
surprised even those who hoped for most. Such enthusiasm 
must have carried unwelcome conviction to those of our 
opponents who hoped to see the understanding between 
Women and Labour wrecked by an unfavourable vote. 
And this conviction has been due to work done on both sides; 
by Mr. Henderson and Mr. Snowden, and Mr. Hardie, and many 
others on the side of Labour, and by such as Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. 
Chew and Mrs. Annot Robinson, Miss Ford, and—more than 
any other in Great Britain—to Miss Margaret Robertson, on 
ours.

The Union has cause for pride in its record of achievement. 
While every method of propaganda, protest, and advertisement 
will be carefully weighed at the Council meeting next week, and 
accepted or rejected on its merits, we feel more than justified in 
our belief that political work is best set forward by political 
means, and that the efforts and sacrifices of suffragists during 
the past strenuous and heart-breaking Session have had their 
solid result.

A. Maude ROYDEN.

“A German Heroine of the 
Forties.”

Would any person in this world expect to find in a German 
story published during the forties of last century a heroine 
whose Education would have done credit to the best of modern 
colleges, and an author who proclaims that women exist.on 
their own account, and not primarily as wives and mothers? 
Yet these phenomena—familiar to the writer of these lines.for more years than it is easy to count—occur in the first volume 

of Adalbert Stifter's Studien, which made its appearance in the 

yescir847, writer of a curious personal charm, was a native of 
Hungary, and has given in some of his. tales admirable and 
charaaeristic pictures of the wide Hungarian plains. No man 
can render more delightfully than he the character of awoo d; 
and the humorous narrative called The Pathway in a.Wood" 
is a little masterpiece. It is not, however, in any of the rural 
tales that the highly cultivated Angela figures, but in one o 
Which the action passes mainly in Vienna. It tales the shape 
of letters written by one young landscape painter, Albrecht, to 
his brother-artist, Titus, who is painting in the Pyrenees. The 
answers of the latter not being given, the effect is that of a 
continuous and discursive record in the first person. Albrecht 
reports his walks, his wandering thoughts and fancies, the 
imaginary abode which he would like to possess, his joy when 
somebody else receives the appointment for which his friends 
had induced him to apply, his pleasure in all sorts of simple 
thing's, and his abhorrence of fashionable amusements.

it is at the house of a rich and eccentric Englishman that he 
encounters a beautiful young woman, whose voice he first hears 
when she supplies in the original Latin the missing conclusion 
of a Virgilian line. He remarks of her in the course of the same 
eve 887 bringing-up must have differed from the ordinary one; for 

in everything she did there was a style of her own which had a 
touch of the foreign. This gave her an appearance, of aw ward 
ness or affectation, especially because—as learned pedants often do 
—she sometimes blundered unceremoniouslyagainst all the common 
rules, as not the shallowest little goose would have done; at“the same 
time, indeed, a gleam often broke forth which the little spos 
could never have achieved—nay, by which she would have been 
annoyed. To me she seemed all the more fascinating, like those 
DPial flowers which, at first sight, strike a Northerner as 

odd, and even grotesque, but which, as we go on looking, 61° 
ever more poetical, and whisper the distant wonders of their native 
land. .

He learns from Lucy Aston that Angela was brought up away 
from Vienna, and by a tutor who would not have been much in 
agreement with Viennese customs. From the date of their 
first meeting he spends day after day in Angela’s company at 
Aston’s house. The young people—Aston, s two daughters, 
Angela, and Albrecht—read together, practise music, study, 
and discuss; and every day he is more and more impressed by 
the perfections of Angela’s mind and disposition. She knew 
Latin, Greek, French and English, " as much mathematics as 
is necessary for a general understanding of natural philosophy, 
and, indeed, rather more, since she had, at her own desire, 
learned astronomy. That she should have read books about 
psychology and the rights of man was generally regarded as 
laughable, but she considered them needful to a comprehension 
of history :— ' »-;.

“ Oh. she is a learned -woman—a paragon, say many of Her 
sister women; but I think it is envy with many of them, and 
narrow-mindedness with many others. The men say she must 
insipid—and yet he who says so shrivels up pitifully in her 
presence, even when the talk is only of everyday matters.

You will not ask me where she finds time, for it was you 
who first showed me—squanderer that I was of this precious gift— 
how astoundingly abundant it is when one plans it out properly 
and does not foolishly throw away the smallest particle it 
You will understand, however, how much time she had when 
I tell you, from Lucy’s mouth, that she never learned, and cannot 
do a number of things which every girl in Vienna would think it 
a ‘disgrace not to be able to do. For instance, knitting. 
rejoiced me to hear that. Oh, the everlasting stocking-knitting 
that our young women nibble at—there is nothing more barren 
and mindless than the incessant poking and poking, while an 
unfortunate man looks on.

Nor could Angela do wool work, an occupation over which her 
contemporaries spent so many of their long leisure hours; her 
tutor declared such employment to be a most sinful waste of 
time:—

The finished thing is no work of art; if it has any beauty the 
merit lies in the pattern, not in the worker who copies it; generally 
speaking, however, it falls far below the most mediocre picture, 
and, indeed, cannot, from the manner of its making, attain the 
standard of a picture, but yet takes so much time and trouble that 
one might have become a true artist in colour in the same space:

Posterity will some day be amazed that the daughters of 
the noblest races could have spent three-quarters of their youth 
upon such soulless doings merely to produce a cross between art 
and finery, the merit of which was that it contained a million 
stitches.

Then they have another catchword in which they enwrap 
themselves and with which they settle everything : Domesticity; 
But this domesticity is a mere messing about with ribbons ana 
rubbish, an arranging of balls and menus and parties and a super
fluous showiness of clothes and furnishing. It is quite true a 
woman and all the servants about her have their hands full with 
But if domesticity really means only keeping house, clothes and 
food in proper order, it may truly form a part, though but 2 small 
part, of a woman’s vocation—one, moreover, so easy to fulfil that 
plenty of time will remain for greater and higher duties, since 
Nature herself prescribes the greatest simplicity in such matters 
and punishes disobedience with sickness of all sorts. In this latter 
sense Angela is highly domesticated, for her dress, though simple, 
is always almost conspicuously clean and fine; and I hear that her 
home, which she superintends, looks like a chapel.
• Another beautiful part of a woman’s duty she performs as few 
of her contemporaries do, the education, that is, of a future 
mother’s heart. Who knows whether a Socrates, Epaminondas, or 
Gracchus may not rest there as a helpless infant, demanding and 
having a right to demand from it the first sparks of spiritual life. 
How, then, if she were not equal to her mission, and allowed the 
great soul to degenerate into an Octavianus or a Nero?

. . Finally, even preparation for the fulfilment of a 
mother’s responsibilities is not the whole of a woman’s sphere. Is 
she not also here for her own sake? Does not the mental and the 
physical world stand open to her? Shall not she, no less than a 
man, only in a different way, glorify her Creator by a beautiiui 
existence? Has she not, moreover, to make the happiness of a 
husband, and ought she to bring him, instead of a noble heart, a 
mere domestic capacity, which thinks itself clever enough if it is 
but innocent? To do that is to be the servant who hid his talent 
in a napkin.

The events of the story are but slight, and the happy ending 
easy to be foreseen. Its interest—apart from a literary charm 
that largely evaporates in translation—lies mainly in the 
thoughts and moods of Albrecht and in those amazingly liberal 
views of his about women that must have seemed almost 
revolutionary when Stifter enunciated them. Only a man of an 
unusually fine character could have felt and written thus at that 
date; and, indeed, the whole six volumes of his “Studies” 
show him to have been such a man. In others of the tales he 
represents women as capable, initiative persons, who create and 
organise independently. Women should hold in grateful 
remembrance a writer who accorded to them in advance the 
position that they have since learned to demand.

Bjornson’s " Gauntlet.”

The Play Actors gave on Sunday evening an interesting per
formance, repeated on Monday afternoon, of Bjornson’s 
" Gauntlet,” a remarkable play which has not hitherto been 
represented in its entirety in England. Its theme is the rejec
tion by a girl of the man to whom she is betrothed when she 
discovers him to have been the seducer of another woman; and 
its excellence lies in the vital truthfulness with which the conflict
ing views of half-a-dozen persons are displayed. Among these 
half-dozen, however, the young man himself is not included ; we 
never learn what Alfred really thought or felt about his past 
conduct and its effect upon his relation to Svava. If Alfred’s 
mind were revealed as- his father’s is we should be left at the 
end knowing whether there could or could not be hope of any 
re-union. The deeds of a man, as Lessing says, are so seldom 
his; and we cannot guess how far Alfred was really responsible 
for what his past had been.

The honours of the performance were with Miss Winifred 
Mayo and Mr. A. M. Heathcote as the heroine’s parents. Miss 
Ernita Lascelles’ rendering of Svava, meritorious at many 
points, was not wholly successful, but it must be remembered 
that the demands of the part are such as perhaps no actress 
now on the English stage could fulfil. She hampered herself 
(as actresses in this country continually do) by dressing un
suitably and too conspicuously. No real Svava would have 
worn the glaring garments in which she was arrayed, nor 
appeared of a morning in white satin slippers. These details 
are not mere trifles. They mean that while the performer is 
trying to present to our minds the image of one kind of person, 
she is insistently presenting to our eyes the image of another 
kind of person. She blurs the picture she would be painting 
—and that is not a trifle.

The translation, by R. Farquharson Sharp, ran fluently and 
pleasantly. We must, however, protest that " except I " is 
not English.

London County Council Elections.

Women householders in London will very shortly be called 
upon to vote for their representatives on the London County 
Council, and we urge upon them, before deciding how to give 
their votes, to study the following division list. The proposal 
before the Council was for the improvement and broadening of 
the representation of women, on lines almost identical with what 
was known as the " Dickinson " amendment to the defunct 
Franchise Bill of the Government. Readers of The Common 
Cause will, it is hoped, vote only for those Councillors who by a 
narrow majority saved this very reasonable proposal from
defeat.

For the

Adler, Miss
Alexander, Sir George
Benn, Sir John
Bray, R.
Briant, F.
Bruce, G. L.
Buxton, A. F.
Casson, W. A.
Chapman, T.
Claremont, A. W.
Cotton, H. E. A. (Teller)
Davies, W.
Dew, G.
Ecroyd, W. H.
Edmonds, G.
Gates, P.
Gautrey, T.
Gee, Stephen
Gillett, G. M.
Gordon, H. H.
Gosling, Harry (D.C.)
Haddo, Lord 
Harris, P. A.
Headlam, Rev. Stewart
Hobson, T. F.
Hunter, J. H. (V.C.)
Hunter, T.

AMENDMENT, 54.
Jephson, H. L.
Jesson, C.
Johnson, W. C. 
Karslake, J. B. P.
Leon, A. L.
Lidgett, Rev. J. Scott 
Lithgow, S. (Teller) 
Lloyd-T aylor, W.
McDougall, Sir John 
Mathew, C. J.
May, James 
Meinertzhagen, E. L.
Norman, R. G. 
Rostron, L. W. S.
Russell, Arthur B. 
Smallwood, E.
Smith, Edward
Spicer, Evan 
Stettauer, C. 
Tasker, R. I.
Thomas, Arthur A.
Thynne, Lord Alexander
Ward, Henry 
Warren, W. R.
Williams, Howell J. 
Wood, H. K.
Yeo, A. W.

Against the Amendment, 48.
Anderton, F. R.
Brandon, Jocelyn 
Cavaye, Col. W. F.
Cobb, C. S.

L.
Debenham, E. R.
Domoney, J. W.
Easton, E. G.
Evans, B. B.
Fisher, C. U.
Fisher, Rt. Hon. W. Hayes 
Gilbert, John W.
Glyn, M. G. C.
Goff, T. C. E. (Teller) 
Goodrich, A. O.
Granville-Smith, R. W. 
Gray, Major Ernest 
Greenwood, H. J.
Hall, F.
Haydon, W.
Holland, Bernard
Holmes, J. Stanley 
Hume, G. H.
Hunt, William

Jackson, Cyril
Jones, G. W. H.
Lewis-Barned, Major H. B.
Lorden, J. W.
Lygon, Hon. H.
Machell, P. W.
•Morrow, F. St. John
Pannell, W. H.
Parsons, Sir Herbert.
Pilditch, P. E. -
Preston, ft M.
Probyn, Lt.-Col. C.
Reynolds, W.
Rowe, H. V.
St. Helier, Lady
Salmon, Isidore
Sankey, Stuart 
Simmons, P. C. 
Squires, W. J.
Stanhope, Earl 
Taylor, Andrew T. 
Thompson, W. Whitaker (Teller) 
Warburg, O. E.
White, Sir Edward

To the names of women candidates for the London County 
Council published last week may now be added those of : 
Miss Miall Smith (East Marylebone) ; Miss K. Wallas 
(Chelsea); and Mrs. St. Clair Stobart (Westminster).

A Church Parade.
Some ladies will attend the 7 o’clock service at St. Ethel- 

burga’s next Sunday, and will wear black dresses with orange 
scarves. Dr. Cobb has promised to reserve places for all who 
send word beforehand. The group will be headed by Mrs. 
Stanton Coit, from whom, at 30, Hyde Park Gate, the scarves 
can be obtained.

10,000 6d. POWDER LEAF BOOKS FREE.
Oatine Powder Leaves are put up in dainty booklets containing 1Q° 

leaves. They will be found most useful to all ladies, for, being small 
and neatly packed, they are easily carried in the purse or pocket. All 
that is necessary is to tear out a leaf, rubbing it over the face. The paper 
will then absorb and remove all oiliness, perspiration, and dust from the 
skin and leave in their place a delicate deposit of powder. The Powder 
Leaves are supplied in three tints and are delicately perfumed.

To introduce this dainty toilet requisite the proprietors will give one of 
these 6d. Powder Leaf booklets, absolutely free, to all who send for one 
of the Oatine Shampoo Powders, the price of which is 2d., and send a 
further id. for postage. Address, The Oatine Company, 2821, Oatine 
Buildings, Borough, London, S.E.—[ADVT.]
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Some New Books. Extracts from the Press. Correspondence.
WHERE Are You Going To .... ? By Elizabeth Robins.

Heinemann. 6s.)
Miss Robins has written a novel which it is impossible either 

to lay down unfinished or to forget. Yet the character drawing 
is not remarkable and there is but one striking situation. That 
one, however, seizes the imagination so strongly precisely 
because of the background that has already been quietly and 
deftly laid in. The two sisters, guarded with even morbid care 
by their nervous mother, have, by the time of their being 
entrapped into “ one of the most infamous houses in Europe,” 
become so well known to the reader that when the catastrophe 
comes, there is no need for the author to insist upon the horror. 
And at this point Miss Robins’s style becomes so simple as to 
appear merely lucid. The facts seem to tell themselves. Really, 
of course, she is exercising remarkable artistic skill; and these 
seventy pages are a technical triumph. Unfortunately this level 
is not maintained afterwards—perhaps could not be. The true 
end of the story falls at page 299; and whether it is the reader 
or the author who first flags at that point is not easy to say.

We have been considering the book as a work of art; but 
it has another aspect—that of a cry to the public conscience. 
In this character, too, it would better fulfil its purpose without 
the last dozen pages. The essence of the true stories that are 
like that of Miss Robins’s Bettina is that for the outer world 
they break off short; a curtain of darkness falls; a silence like 
death but worse than death takes the missing one and releases 
her no more. How many such stories there are who knows? 
In any case Miss Robins, by telling one of them, has done some
thing towards diminishing the number.
St. Columba : A Study of Social Inheritance and Spiritual 

Development. By Victor Branford. (Patrick Geddes and 
. Colleagues, Edinburgh.)

As Professor Geddes has sociologised the ancient gods, so 
his disciple, Mr. Branford, seeks to sociologise the saints—that 
is, to show their relation to human life and their place in social 
history. Modern psychology claims to have discovered a 
flowering-time or poet phase in the youth of every man; and the 
saint, by Mr. Branford's showing, is only the poet in another 
aspect, ‘ ‘ the poet grown old, writing his love poem in the dreams 
and deeds of life.”

St. Columba was the most typical of poet saints. Taking 
the record of his singularly complete life for a text, Mr. Branford 
works out a theory of the normal course of all human lives from 
youth to age, showing the ideals and the corresponding' 
activities proper to each stage. Thus, the business of youth is 
a Quest, having some definite object, such as personal salvation. 
In maturity man has a Mission : he seeks the salvation of others 
and achieves his aim best by bringing to them general truths. 
In. old age man goes on the Perfect Pilgrimage whose end 
is in the City of Heaven. During this last stage he perfects 
himself in the essential qualities of sainthood : love of God and 
men and self-sacrifice, which is “the daily toll that must be 
paid by the traveller towards perfection.”

The business of saints, Mr. Branford thinks, is to transmit 
ideals, implanting them in the hearts of adolescents; and incom
plete transmission of ideals is the cause of most of the maladies 
of modern life. Thus, the deepest need of this age is for saints, 
and the restoration of conditions favourable to their development 
is the capital problem of education.

As a study of the psychology -of sainthood the book is as 
profoundly suggestive as it is lucidly expressed.

W. Fairfield.
The Secret OF the Clan. By Alice Brown. (Constable, 6s.) 

Stevenson used to declare with truth that most people forget 
their childhood. Evidently Miss Alice Brown is one of the few 
who remember. The children of “the Clan ” are real children, 
and what infusion there is of the fairy tale in this volume, con
cerns itself with the grown up. A chapter in which a little 
band of playfellows devote their whole energies, first, to get
ting a horse up to the higher storey of a barn, and then, after 
the expostulations of a senior, to getting it down again, un- 
aided, contains more of the essence of juvenility than many 
treatises upon education and psychology. One of the par- 
ticipators, recalling the incident, is made to say:—■

We were overjoyed. What we wanted to get him up there for, 
not one of us knew. What we were going to do with him now he 
was there, we couldn’t have told. But it had seemed the most 
absolutely desirable thing in the world to do, and now that it was 
accomplished, the triumph was superb. •

As a gift for intelligent girls of any age from nine to four- 
teen, and incidentally for the reading of women donors, “The 
Secret of the Clan ” may be warmly recommended.

The Government’s Ordeal.
" THE STANDARD," February 15th, 1913 —

“ The Government emerges from its twelve months’ ordeal with small 
credit and an added diminution of prestige. Mr. Asquith’s reputation 
as a parliamentarian has suffered badly from his handling of the 
Franchise Bill and the Suffrage question. On the latter subject he so 
managed matters as to offend everybody, without, it is to be presumed, 
satisfying himself. No wonder the rumour of his impending resignation 
has been revived.”

The Labour Party and Suffrage.
“ THE DAILY CITIZEN,” February 14th, 1913 :—

" Whatever Liberals may boast of themselves, the Labour Party alone 
is a democratic one. Manhood Suffrage is absolutely anti-democratic, 
and therefore against Labour principles. Manhood Suffrage can never 
be a step towards adult suffrage; while an, extension of the present 
franchise for men, with some measure, however small for women, would 
be a great triumph for the principle of adult suffrage and make its 
realisation sure.

" By stating in clear terms their determination to abide by their 
principles at the late Conference the Labour Party have converted thou- 
sands of too often disappointed, weary women into a hopeful, vigorous 
army of workers. ‘ The Daily Citizen ’ reminds us day by day that 
there are men working for and with women as equals, not merely talking 
about it.”—(Extract from Correspondence.)

" THE DAILY CITIZEN,” February 15th, 1913 :—
. “ The Management Committee of the Northumberland Miners’ Associa- 

tion have adopted a resolution and sent it to the Prime Minister to the 
effect that the Labour Party is in favour of women being placed on a 
franchise equality with the men, as the trend of legislation was to inter- 
fece more and more with the homes of the people.”

" THE LABOUR LEADER,” February 13th, 1913 :—
" The Women’s Labour League recognises very fully the tremendous 

importance of the Suffrage decision of the Labour Party’s Conference, 
and the League’s first work in the coming months is to forward their 
effort. No more quickening means can be found to make the Liberals 
eager in the cause than to increase the membership of the Labour Party 
by means of the Suffrage agitation. As a first step the W.L..L. are issuing 
a short and straightforward handbill calling on working women who 
want the vote to join the League and help the Labour Party to get it— 
and telling them why they want it and what the Party Conference pledged 
itself to carry out. Any branch can have these leaflets to distribute at 
cost price in numbers of not less than 1,000, with the name and address 
of the branch secretary printed on them.”

The Speaker’s Position.
" THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN," February 13th, 19x3 —

“ Mr. Healy appealed to the Speaker to refuse to certify the Appropria
tion Bill as a money Bill under the Parliament Act seeing that it had 
other objects than that of raising money—namely, the amendment of 
section 3 of the Insurance Act. The point raised by Mr. Healy was 
whether the Bill was ‘ only ′ for the appropriation of public money or 
for some other collateral purpose as well, and this the Speaker evaded. 
Actually the issue would not have been important, but it might have been. 
Are we, then, to understand that the Speaker is to have the power of 
refusing his certificate at the very last moment, and so enabling the Lords 
to defeat the financial provision of the Commons for the year? And 
even if he is to have this power, is it to be his practice to spring his 
refusal of his certificate as a surprise upon the Government? It is the 
same point of Parliamentary practice that came up in the discussions on 
his last ruling. ′ The Government has no access to the Speaker,’ Mr. 
Ure then said. It certainly ought to have. These eleventh-hour sur- 
prises if they became frequent would bring Parliamentary institutions 
into contempt and ridicule.”
« THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE ” on the “ Free Vote» (reprinted in 

" The Irish- Citizen. ").
« Mr. T. P. O’Connor describes the confusion caused by the Grey 

Amendment, and the movement against its acceptance ′ inspired mainly,’ 
he says, ′ by the feeling that Premier Asquith is the greatest asset of the 
Liberal Party, and the most powerful and trustworthy friend of the 
Irish cause, and that any amendment which would force on him acceptance 
of Women’s Suffrage, in view of his well-known hostility, would be bound 
to humiliate and weaken him.’

" The Speaker’s announcement heightened the confusion, and the Irish 
leaders were of opinion that no such measure could be pushed within a 
divided Cabinet without providing personal as well as party differences 
within its ranks, which would wreck its unity and authority, and after- 
wards its existence.”

A Government Measure.
“THE MANCHESTER GUARDIAN,” February 15th, 1913 —

“ The only thing was to force the Government of the day to make the 
measure a Ministerial one. It might be said that Mr. Asquith was an 
Anti-Suffi agist, and so long as he was Prime Minister nothing of that 
sort would be done. But Mr. Snowden was not sure of that. He had 
seen something of the pliability and adaptability of politicians. It was 
a great deal more likely that Mr. Asquith would agree to introduce a 
Suffrage Bill as a Government measure than it seemed in 1884 that Mr. 
Gladstone would ever introduce a Home Rule Bill. The National 
Liberal Federation had more than once passed a resolution in favour of 
Women’s Suffrage, declaring it to be a matter of the greatest urgency, 
Mr. Asquith had himself made great progress in that direction.

" He did not think there was the ghost of a chance for a Women’s 
Suffrage Bill passing unless it was a Government measure.”

THE NATIONAL UNION AND A PRIVATE
MEMBER’S BILL.

It is important that members of the National Union shall have 
full opportunity of weighing all that can be said on both sides of 
the difficult and disputed questions of policy, which they will 
have to decide next week.

Mrs. Swanwick argues, in her article in last week’s issue, that 
by working for the private Member’s Bill we should, to a 
certain extent, condone the Prime Minister’s “political dis
honesty ” in refusing to give us a full equivalent for his broken 
pledge. Why so? If we had the power immediately to exact a 
full equivalent, of course we should do it. As we have not the 
power, why should we not, like every sensible creditor, accept as 
much of our debt as we can get, and continue to press for the 
remainder? Secondly, says Mrs. Swanwick, if we work for the 
Bill and it fails, we lay ourselves open to the charge of having 
accepted a test, and then, when it went against us, repudiating it.

This proposition seems to me based on just the same fallacy 
as the last. To work for the Bill does not in the least imply 
accepting the voting on it as a fair test of the “ free " opinion 
of the House on the merits of Women’s Suffrage. On the con
trary, we have prophesied all along that the voting will not be 
“ free,” i.e., that it will be largely influenced by considerations 
of party tactics. But as we cannot, even if we wished, prevent 
the Bill from being brought forward, our chance does not lie 
between a biassed vote and a free vote, nor between a biassed 
vote and no vote at all, but between a vote taken with the 
pressure of the National Union behind it arid a vote taken with
out that pressure.

Unless we are prepared to say that the influence of the 
National Union counts for nothing in determining doubtful votes 
and keeping the timid straight, we must face the possibility that 
our abstention from work for the Bill may turn a victory into 
defeat, or a defeat into a worse defeat. After all, the Concilia
tion Bill was only lost in March by fourteen votes, fifteen Labour 
M.P.’s, all Suffragists, being absent in their constituencies on 
business connected with the strike. Was that a defeat so 
decisive that we are justified in refusing to accept combat under 
similar conditions again. As a matter of fact, the conditions are 
not quite similar, and if some have changed for the worse, others 
have changed for the better. The threat of Ministers’ resigna
tions, which was said to have done much harm in March, has 
been finally disposed of. No M.P. is likely to be genuinely 
frightened by that bogey again. The argument that it would 
“ humiliate ” Mr. Asquith if he were obliged to keep his promise 
by making himself responsible for a measure of which he per
sonally disapproved, cannot be applied to a private Member’s 
Bill for which Mr. Asquith has not promised in any event to 
undertake responsibility.

Lastly, Members of Parliament have had time to recover a 
little from the condition of hysteria into which the first window
breaking outbreak threw them, and are less likely than before to 
exaggerate the significance of similar episodes.

But, it may be said, even if the private Member’s Bill 
succeeded in passing the House of Commons once, it cannot 
possibly become law, as a private Member’s Bill, during this 
Parliament. The House of Lords is, certain to throw it out, and 
the Unionists will refuse in a body to help it to pass by means 
of the Parliament Act. That may be perfectly true, but it does 
not follow that even a Second Reading victory is not worth work
ing for. Mrs. Swanwick tells us to spend our time and our 
money in working for a united Government to introduce a 
Government measure. Well and good ! But what if the best 
way of working for a Government measure is by means of a 
private Member’s Bill? Do not, at any rate, let us imitate the 
mistake that the W.S.P.U. made a year ago. Do not let us 
supply weak-kneed supporters in the House with a ready- 
made excuse for breaking their pledges and deserting their prin
ciples by allowing them to say that the Government gave us an 
opportunity, and that we deliberately threw it away.

Eleanor F. Rathbone.

THE NATIONAL UNION’S POLICY.
While thanking you for your courtesy in inserting my protest, 

I should like to ask for space to reply to the note which you 
append. It seems to me that the change from “ Non-Party ” to 
“ Party ” is no mere “ change of policy ” in the usual tactical 
sense, but amounts to a complete transformation of the Union;

and that consequently the Council is not morally competent 
(whether it be so legally or not), any more than the Executive, 
to make so momentous and far-reaching a change without first 
consulting the individual members.

• John A. Herbert.
The policy proposed and discussed by delegates at Council meetings 

ofthe National Union is previously discussed by the Societies of the 
Union who give to their chosen delegates whatever instructions they 
please’ If a body of such delegates is not morally competent to decide 
upon the Union’s policy, it becomes difficult to know what body would 
be competent. Mr. Herbert’s contention, if accepted, would seem to 
render it impossible for any change, great or small, to be ever made in 
the policy of the Union.—Ed C.C.]

A Hostel for Women.

This week has seen the formal opening of Albion House, 
South Row, Kensal Road, North Kensington, a hostel for 
working women in one of the most crowded districts in

The question of the housing of women who may find them, 
selves stranded by night in the city’s streets has for some years 
been weighing on the conscience of the community,, but, as 
Sir Thomas Hewitt, the Mayor of Kensington, said from the 
chair at this initiatory ceremony, while “ Rowton Houses for 
men have been established in the metropolis and in almost every 
large city of the Continent, the organisers of such hostels for 
men had in their talks “ never got beyond the theory of similar 
homes for women.” In all England, the Duchess of Mari 
borough thereupon pointed out, there are only three municipal 
lodging-houses for women, while there is hardly any large town 
without at least one for men. .

The need of a refuge from the streets by night is, of course, 
equally pressing for women who, by accident or misfortune, 
may find themselves on occasion shelterless and ignorant of 
the whereabouts of a respectable lodging in a large city.

To meet such cases of distress the National Association oi 
Women’s Lodging Homes has come into active existence, and 
it is through its initiation that this hostel in North Kensington 
has been started, although the funds necessary to administer the 
scheme have been contributed by private enterprise* A further 
£500 is needed to complete the task, and it is hoped that this 
will soon find its way into the hands of the Hon. Treasurer, 
Mrs. Hylton Dale (60, Onslow Gardens, S.W.). . .

Albion House is well situated for the purpose which it is 
destined to fill, for it lies in the centre of a district where 
laundries congregate and where life is hard and often grim, or 
grey. Formerly “ the house” was known to the neighbour
hood as a public-house, and the warmth and light it poured 
into the night through its extensive windows served but as 
a lure to the undoing of its guests. But now the cheerful 
brightness that streams out into the darkness beckons the 
worker into a haven of rest and cleanliness.

The hostel can house twenty-seven women, the charge being 
at the rate of 44d. to 6d. a night for sleeping accommodation. 
The dormitories and bedrooms are bright and airy, and there 
is ample and suitable washing accommodation. A bath-room 
on each floor, supplied with hot and cold water, is placed 
free-of-charge at the disposal of the inmates, and there is also 
a separate earthenware “ tub ” for the laundry ing of small 
articles of clothing.

In a large hall on the ground floor, where stood the public* 
house bar of former days, there is now a pleasant place for 
meals where cheap and wholesome food of most excellent 
quality can be obtained, as the present writer can testify from 
personal experience. A little group of women were taking tea 
at small tables decorated with the spoils of this early springtide 
on the day of her visit, others were sitting by the hearth, 
sewing and chatting by the firelight after the cheerful 
manner of happy womankind. One or two of these hostel 
guests were domestic servants, who were homeless in the 
interval between two situations, one was a “pit brow lassie,” 
Sarah Walker, of Northern fame, who has come to London 
to continue her training as hospital nurse and has no home 
the while, and one was there because shut out of her home 
by accident for a night. These are typical cases of the daily 
visitors to such a hostel, and those who know of the evils that 
may so easily befall the homeless girls and women in a great 
city can only feel that the provision of a single house for their 
accommodation is a step forward, for which the gratitude of 
the community should be forthcoming.
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The Election Fighting Fund. In Parliament. The By-elections.
Shops Act AMENDMENT. I.—The Campaign at Chorley.

North-Eastern Federation.
Work in Gateshead. —It is now some months since it was 

decided to undertake organisation in Gateshead, and under the 
guidance of Miss Eleanor Sheard, who is in charge of the 
constituency, work is proceeding apace. Miss Sheard sends 
the following report:—

In the Trade Unions.—On December 3rd, 1912, Dr. Ethel 
Williams, Miss C. M. Gordon and Miss Sheard went on a 
deputation to the Gateshead L.R.C. to explain the E.F.F. 
policy and to ask for their co-operation in our work. As a 
result of this deputation several members of the L.R.C. have 
joined the Gateshead Society, and three are working on the 
Sub-Committee of the Federation which deals with Fighting 
Fund work in Gateshead. It was decided to approach the 
Trade Union Secretaries, and as most of the members of the 
L.R.C. present were Trade Union officials, they undertook to 
prepare their branches to receive suffrage speakers at their 
meeting’s. The most satisfactory outcome of this proposal for 
co-operation is, however, that a joint Labour and Suffrage 
meeting has been arranged to take place in the Town Hall on 
March 17th, when Mr. Philip Snowden has promised to speak. 
Suffrage addresses have also been given to half the Trade 
Unions affiliated to the L.R.C., at whose meetings the resolu
tions were passed practically unanimously ; there being only one 
exception, which is due to the fact that that meeting was held 
on the memorable night of January 27 th, when Mr. Asquith 
was solemnly engaged in the interment of the Reform Bill, 
and we did not know where we stood. The average attendance 
of Trade Unionists at the various meetings was 100. This 
work is still going forward, although it is somewhat hampered 
by the difficulty of getting Secretaries to answer letters, the 
still greater problem of finding them “at home'' to inter- 
viewers, and slightly by the fact that some of the Unions 
—more especially those which are not affiliated to the L.R.C. 
-—have an extraordinary objection to politics being- discussed 
at their meetings.

On January 17th circulars were sent to those Unions which 
had been unable to arrange for speakers in time, asking them 
to pass a resolution calling on Sir H. Elverston to undertake 
to support the Suffrage Amendment's to the Reform Bill. 
Owing to the long intervals between their meetings, however, 
only one reply was received. Postcards addressed to Sir H. 
Elverston were also distributed at the meetings, his well-worn 
answer being that he “ could not embarrass the Government 
and thus endanger such great Liberal reforms as the Irish 
Home Rule Bill and the Welsh Disestablishment Bill.”

* * * * * *
Office and Cottage Meetings.—Two of these have been 

held every week in the office at 115, High West Street, those 
on Wednesday afternoons being social meetings for women. 
Until Christmas those held on Tuesday evenings were largely 
for men. The attendance of women at the social meetings has 
been quite satisfactory, especially during the last few weeks 
when the numbers have been steadily improving. Local women 
speakers are found to be very popular. Considerable time has 
been devoted to the organising of “ Ward Suffrage Associa
tion ” meetings to be held in the office every fortnight, and 
there is every sign that these meetings will be extremely 
popular and successful. Two of these Associations are already 
practically formed for working-class women, and one held its 
first meeting on January 30th at the office, when about thirty- 
two women were present., They all signed “ Friends’ ” cards 
and joyfully announced their intention of coming to the next 
meeting on February 13th.

The second Association began at a cottage meeting,con- 
vened by a Labour councillor, among a few women house- 
holders in his ward. Fourteen women were present, thirteen 
of whom signed “Friends’ ” cards.

. When the task of educating the members of these Associa
tions on the subject of Women’s Suffrage is a little more 
advanced, it is hoped to explain to them the policy of the 
Labour Party, which there is good reason to believe will be 
well appreciated and have the result of bringing grist to the 
Suffrage mill in the form of valuable helpers.

Other organised bodies which have been addressed, besides 
Trade Unions, are the Women’s Labour League, the Co- 
operative Women’s Guild, and the Oakwellgate British 
Women’s Temperance Association.

Friends of Women's Suffrage Scheme.—This scheme is 
being worked from the office, and is carried on by sixteen 
“visitors,” under the leadership of Miss Ruth Dodds. Every
one who comes into the office is asked to take a card, sign it, 
and return it to the office, and a corresponding brown card is 
given to the visitor, according to the district. Although odd 
“Friends” have been collected during the whole of the three 
months, the scheme has only been in working order since 
Christmas, and it promises to be extremely valuable and 
interesting. Between two and three dozen regular helpers have 
been got together, who help in the office, canvass, and assist in 
various other ways.

Houghton-le-Spring.
The North-Eastern Federation and the E.F.F. Committee are 

hoping that the by-election in this constituency will prove a case 
for the employment of the Fighting Fund. We have not yet 
sufficient information to make a definite statement on this point 
before going to press.

Scottish Federation.
The Scottish Federation has been eager to undertake E.F.F. 

work, but, owing to various circumstances over which they had 
no control, it was not possible to begin until January. E.F.F. 
work is now proceeding rapidly in the Leith Burghs, Miss 
Pressley Smith, under the direction of Miss Alice Low, proving 
a most successful organiser. Miss Robertson sends the follow
ing report:—

Although the work has not been going on for much more than 
a month, over 50 members have joined the Society, and between 
70 and 80 “Friends” have given in their names. Fourteen 
meetings have also been held, and about 150 voters’ cards have 
been sent to Mr. Munro Ferguson.

The local Labour party are proving themselves enthusiastic 
and consistent supporters. We never appeal to them for help 
in vain. Indeed, we had scarcely been in the constituency a 
week when strong suffrage resolutions were passed by the 
Trades and Labour Council and by the Women’s Labour 
League.

Mr. Currie, the Unionist candidate, has been questioned on the 
subject of Women’s Suffrage at every meeting he has held in 
the constituency of late, and his expressions of sympathy and 
support have always been received with cheers.

The women of the Labour League and of the Cooperative 
Guild are unanimously enthusiastic; indeed, all our workers 
rejoice in the fine spirit which exists amongst the working men 
and women in the constituency. They give us no mere academic 
support, but keen sympathy and active help.

There are in the constituency some hundreds of working girls, 
organised by the National Federation of Women Workers, who 
are employed in ropery and golf-ball factories at a very low 
wage. Miss Pressley Smith is getting in touch with them, and 
there is little doubt that they will be amongst our strongest 
supporters.

Our work in Leith is greatly facilitated by the fact that both 
local papers, the Peith Pilot and the Peith Observer, are strongly 
sympathetic with the cause. The Observer, especially, gives us 
splendid treatment.

In Edinburgh we are still waiting to know which constituency 
Labour is going to contest. Mr. Keir Hardie stated definitely 
at his meeting last Sunday week that one of the divisions would 
be contested. There is a possibility that it may be South Edin
burgh, and it would give Suffragists keen pleasure to assist in 
the removal of Mr. Charles Lyell, M.P., Mr. Asquith’s private 
secretary and a strong supporter of the Anti-Suffrage League.

GREAT CARNIVAL FETE,
GAXTON HALL, on MARCH 1st,

3 p.m. till Midnight.
Opening by Lena Ashwell and George Lansbury at 3.30 sharp. 
Continuous Entertainments by well known Musical & Dramatic Artists. 
ELLEN TERRY will give prizes for Fancy Dress Competition, 
Cicely Hamilton and her “Wax Works.”
Dancing, “Surprise Tea” and many other attractions.
Enjoy yourself and help the International Suffrage Shop. 
Details, 15, Adam Street, Strand. Admission and
Side Show Tickets at reduced rates’if bought before 28th February.

On the nth of February a Bill for the amendment of the 
Shops Act was read a third time. It provides that in the case 
of persons engaged in the sale of refreshments the ordinary 
provisions of the Shops Act may (if the occupier of the premises 
and the majority of the assistants employed thereon signify their 
wish) be superseded by others which will secure for each 
assistant: (a) a week of not more than sixty-five hours’ work; 
(b) one day’s rest in seven, to be made up by forty whole day 
holidays on week days each year, at least two of which must 
occur in the course of each month, and (c) twenty-six whole 
Sundays ‘ ‘ off, ‘ ’ so arranged that at least one Sunday in every 
three shall be a holiday. Two half-holidays on week days are to 
count as one whole holiday. Meal intervals must be given of 
not less than one hour on half-holidays and two hours on other 
days, and no assistant must be emplyed more than six hours 
without an interval of half an hour. But if an assistant begins to 
work as late as nine o’clock and leaves off by three o’clock, 
three-quarters of an hour’s interval only heed be allowed. 
.Women Teachers and Pensions.

On Wednesday, February 12th, Mr. Charles Bathurst 
addressed to the President of the Board of Education a question, 
the purport of which was that a majority of the women teachers 
in elementary schools were desirous to have the option of retiring 
with a suitable pension at an earlier age than sixty-five; and that 
many who had begun to teach at from fifteen to twenty years old 
were now conscious of an inability, “ through physical or mental 
weakness,” to perform their work in the most efficient manner, 
but were not able to claim a breakdown allowance since they 
could not be medically certified as permanently incapable owing 
to infirmity of mind or body. He wished to know whether in 
fairness to such teachers, and in the interests of school efficiency, 
the desirability might be considered of inaugurating a system of 
earlier optional retirement for women.

Mr. Pease replied that the Departmental Committee which was 
appointed last year will be prepared, if money is available, to 
take evidence on various proposals, including earlier optional 
retirement from service.

It is to be hoped that it will be found possible to arrange for 
teachers, if they wish, to retire with a pension before the age of 
sixty-five; but any differentiation on this point between men and 
women is to be deprecated. Many women enjoy better health 
between fifty and seventy than at any other period of their lives, 
and many men find teaching exhausts their strength long before 
they come to sixty-five. The option should be a matter of 
individual choice, not of sex.
Infected Milk. _

Mr. Burns, on the same day, in reply to Mr. F. Hall, said 
that, although he could not give the number of epidemics due to 
infected milk, nor of deaths resulting therefrom, which had 
occurred between 1906 and 1912, he could say that a number of 
outbreaks of enteric fever, scarlet fever, and diphtheria had, 
during the last six years, been traced to the consumption of 
specifically infected milk.

It is surely deeply to be regretted that when the Government 
found themselves debarred by the ruling of the Speaker from 
proceeding with their Franchise and Registration Bill, they did 
not devote some of the time thus left at their disposal to the 
passing- of the Pure Milk Bill. In the opinion of many sensible 
women the passing of that Bill would have been a more valauble 
public service than any which this Government has yet succeeded 
in performing’.
Women and the Local Government Franchise.

The event of the week in respect to Suffrage has been the 
introduction by Mr. Arnold Ward (on February 12th), of a Bill 
to amend the law in regard to the Local Government Franchise. 
The object, said Mr. Ward, was to make a very substantial 
addition to the wometi on the local government electorate, by 
enfranchising the bulk of married women who do not enjoy the 
local government vote at present. The Bill proposes to en
franchise the wives of occupiers, provided that they reside in 
the same premises, and its sponsor urged—very truly—that 
married women have ‘ ‘ a natural interest in and great experience 
of matters with which local authorities chiefly deal, such as 
education, housing and sanitation.” ■ He himself had, he 
owned, a further aim in view, namely, the creation of “ a repre
sentative body of registered women ” who could serve as the 
constituency for a possible referendum on Women’s Suffrage. 
On the subject of a referendum, the opinion of suffragists would 
probably differ from that of Mr. Arnold Ward; but in respect 
of what his Bill would actually do they can but agree with him, 
and hope that he will succeed in passing it.

The campaign has been fought very hard, and every con
ceivable sort of society has opened rooms and has preached 
from street corners. Our position politically is rather difficult 
and has met with a good deal of local opposition, but our 
gatherings have been exceedingly well attended, wherever we 
have been. The mill-girls have received us enthusiastically at 
our mid-day meetings and do not only think it “ sport ” to 
listen to our arguments, but come again and again.

Although the whole election staff consists of three people 
we have been able to have two or three meetings every day, 
apart from dinner-hour meetings. Miss Deakin has come 
down from Liverpool to help us, Mrs. Muter Wilson from 
Manchester, Mr. Councillor Sandham has lent us his pony 
and trap and Mr. Richard Evans, a former Ruskin College 
student, has taken the chair for us.

The police have been marvellous, and have looked after us so 
well that we have felt more like Royalties than Suffragists. Our 
stall in the market attracts a good deal of amusement and 
discussion, and a man was evidently so struck by our originality 
that he offered us first choice of a dromedary, which he was 
bringing to the town, for three days for advertising purposes.

Miss Royden spoke at a meeting arranged before the 
election campaign started on “ The Religious Aspect of the 
Women’s Movement,” Mr. Todd, of Preston, taking the chair.

Miss Eskrigge has been working here before and is well- 
known, and we are now reaping some of the advantages of 
her spade work earlier in the year.

II.—Work at Houghton-le-Spring.
Committee Rooms:—

Sunderland: Twelfth Avenue (Central Committee Room).
HETTON Downs : 35, Market Street, Miss Sheard.
RYHOPE : 86, Ryhope Streets Miss Beaver.

After two years’ immunity, enjoyed by the North-Eastern 
Federation, from by-elections, a vacancy has occurred in 
Houghton-le-Spring, a county constitutency in Durham. Mr. 
Robert Cameron, Liberal, the late member, was returned un
opposed in December, 1910. The last contest was in January 
of that year, when in a straight fight the Liberal majority was 
6,011. This time there is a good prospect of a three-cornered 
contest, but as yet neither Liberal nor Labour has chosen a 
candidate. - .

A considerable amount of suffrage work has been done in 
the division which is thickly populated and honey-combed with 
coal mines. During the autumn public meetings have been 
held at Houghton, Ryhope, Hetton, Silksworth, Seaham and 
other centres, and on last Monday took place the first com
mittee meeting of the Houghton-le-Spring Society. This is 
the only branch of the National Union in the constituency, but 
closely adjoining we have Sunderland, Chester-le-Street, 
Durham, Gateshead and Newcastle, Sunderland lying within, 
and the next three on the borders of the division. The National 
Union has to make a big effort at this moment, and the 
Federation officers appeal for help of all kinds. Donations 
and names and addresses of volunteers should be sent at once 
to Miss C. M. Gordon, 3, Osborne Terrace, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

Deputation to a Conservative Candidate.
Mr. T. Richardson states that he is in favour of Women's 

Suffrage, and is prepared to vote both for a measure on the 
lines of the Conciliation Bill and for one similar to Dickinson 
No. 2. He is prepared to oppose any further extension of 
the franchise to men until women have some measure of 
political freedom, and considers that on the present basis the 
vote should be given to men and women on equal terms. In 
his opinion, however, the question should be submitted to a 
referendum, and, though he would prefer that referendum to 
be to women, he considers the municipal electorate inadequate, 
owing to the small number of women who are municipal voters, 
and, therefore, desires that the referendum should be to the 
present Parliamentary electors.

" Public Support of Women’s Suffrage,”
Some errors were made in the article thus headed in last 

week’s issue. The heading “Number of Meetings Held” 
should read “Number of Places where Meetings Have Been 
Held.” The name printed “Putsworth” should be “Ports
mouth.” The names of the Beverley, Hull and Sculcoates 
Board of , Guardians and of the Beverley Town Council should 
not have appeared in the lists.
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Notes from Headquarters.
The National Union of Women's Suffrage Societies.

President: Mbs. HENRY FAWCETT, LL.D.
Hon. Secretaries: i Miss L B. O’MALLEY (Literature).

Miss K. D. Courtney Hon. Treasurer:
Miss EdIth PALLISER ) (Parlia- Mrs. AUERBACH. 
Miss CATHERINE MARSHALL } mentary) | Secretary : 
Miss Emily M. LEAF (Press). I Miss GERALDINE COOKE.

Offices: Parliament Chambers, 14, Great Smith Street, Westminster, London, S. W.

Annual Council Meeting.
We are looking forward to a very representative Council 

meeting this year, and are pleased to see that many of our 
newest Societies are sending delegates. It is hoped that dele
gates will be careful to have their tickets with them, so that 
there will be no delay at the door.

We spare no pains at Headquarters to ensure that the tickets 
are sent out. They are placed in a separate envelope and 
enclosed in the large envelope containing the Agenda.

The ballot is an important feature of the Annual Council 
meeting, and care must be taken to ensure that only accredited 
delegates gain admission.

This year there will be a contest for the office of Hon. 
Parliamentary Secretary. It is thought that it will be more 
satisfactory to have two distinct ballots, as the result of the 
voting for the Parliamentary Secretary must affect the voting 
for the Executive Committee. We are, therefore, arranging 
to open the first ballot from i p.m. to 2.30 p.m. on Thursday, 
February 27th, and are issuing a separate ticket for this. The 
name of the elected Parliamentary Secretary can be announced 
before the close of the afternoon session. The ballot for the 
Executive will be opened at 5 p.m. on that afternoon and will 
be continued at 10 a.m. to 10.30 a.m., 1 p.m. to 2.30 p.m. 
on the following day. Admission will be by the perforated 
slips on the delegates’ tickets.

The Holborn Hall is in Gray’s Inn Road, about half way 
up. Omnibuses pass the hall from Baker Street, Euston, 
St. Pancras and King’s Cross; from Tottenham Court Road 
and Holborn; and from Victoria Station. A tramcar also passes 
which runs along the Embankment, and can be taken from 
Westminster, Waterloo Bridge, or Kingsway. The nearest 
Underground Railway Stations are King’s Cross (Metro- 
politan), and Chancery Lane (Central London).

Arrangements for Public Meeting.
The N-U. W.S.S. is arranging to hold a public meeting as soon 

as possible after the Annual Council meeting to announce the 
policy of the Union, in which important developments are 
expected. The meeting will take place at the Kensington Town 
Hall on Friday, March 7th, at 8.30 p.m., and amongst the 
speakers will be Mrs. Fawcett, Lord Lytton, Mr. Philip 
Snowden, and Mrs. Swanwick. The London Society has kindly 
undertaken the organisation of the meeting, and tickets, price 
58., is., and 6d., may be obtained from Miss Strachey, at 58, 
Victoria Street, as well as handbills for distribution.

Members are advised to make early application for tickets, as 
the demand will be great. A larger hall would have been taken 
had it been possible to secure one on a suitable date, and a 
crowded meeting is expected.

We greatly regret that the date fixed should coincide with the 
meeting to be held in the Queen’s Hall by the Anti-Sweating 
League. The hall had been engaged, and the principal speakers 
invited before the announcement of the Anti-Sweating League 
meeting was made, otherwise the National Union would have 
made an effort to alter the date.

By-Election.
A by-election was announced in Houghton-le-Spring last 

Friday, and steps were at once taken to prepare for work there. 
As it was impossible to tell for some days under what conditions 
the contest would be fought, our election workers were asked 
to hold themselves in readiness for a sudden call.

At the time of going to press we have heard that the Durham

NEW SPORTS HAT.
A particularly becoming soft uncrushable Satin Hat, 
made exclusively for Debenham and Freebody. 
finished with new Cork Picquet, in black and all the । 

newest shades.

Special price 11/9
Debenham SFreebody
W1omore Street. London. w

ANTIQUES.
UNIQUE FURNITURE CURIOS, &C„ AT MODERATE PRICES,

J. GIBBONS,
6, CHANDOS STREET, STRAND, W.C.

{NEXT TO THE CIVIL SERVICE STORES.)

Telephone: 1180 CITY. SALES ARRANGED.

A PERFECT FITTING COSTUME FROM 32 GNS.
Satisfaction guaranteed. References from Best West End Houses. 

Ladies fitted at their own residences, if desired.
Patterns on Application.

J. BLATT, 
7, The Mansions, Mill Lane, West Hampstead, N.W.

Telephone No.: 1630 P.O. HAMPSTEAD.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS.
Our readers are earnestly re

quested to support the Advertisers 
in the paper. Only firms of the 
highest repute are accepted by 
us, and ’ if all readers will deal 
exclusively with them, it will 
materially help The Common Cause.

Miners’ Federation have given permission to their President, 
Alderman House, to contest the division if invited by the 
organised workers to do so. The Liberal Executive has recom
mended the adoption of Mr. Tom Wing, of Grimsbury, while 
it seems probable that the Conservative candidate will be 
Mr. Thomas Richardson. By the beginning of next week work 
will no doubt be in full swing.

Treasurer’s Notes.
Another by-election is upon us, calling for money as well as 

work (see Election Fighting Fund page 788). We are 
to hold a public meeting on March 7th to announce publicly 
the policy decided upon by the Council? Please consider how 
you can help to make the collection on that occasion adequate 
to the immediate needs of the Union.

The Younger Suffragists have once more given a handsome 
donation—the more generous as they give the Cause and our 
Union so much personal service. One donor expresses what 
must be in all our minds :—" Alas, that it has to be,” and she 
adds :—"The waste of money is but a small evil compared 
with the strain of work and suffering and endurance which 
it involves on our noble workers. ... I am always thinking 
of our dear brave Mrs. Fawcett and her band of helpers.”

An example of real devotion has just reached us from the 
Southern Counties. A woman, whose means allow, her no 
margin, has decided to do all her own household washing in 
order to save something to send to the National Union. This is 
the spirit which will carry us to victory.

F. M. Sterling

Election Fighting Fund.—Treasurer’s Statement.
Last week we made a special appeal for subscriptions and 

donations to this fund on general grounds. Now we are faced 
with a by-election, which makes our need the more urgent.

Who will give to help the work in Houghton-le-Spring ?

Contributions to the General Fund.
£. s. d.

Already acknowledged since November 1st, 1912 ...1,004 10 5
Received February 1oth to 17th :—-

Subscriptions.
Miss B. R, Bruce ............. .. • ... ... ............... 1 1 o
Mrs. T. B. Bruce ............... ............... 1 Io
Miss I. O. Ford ...........................   200
Miss Frances M. Sterling .. ....................................... 500
Mrs. E. Holme ....................................... ... ... 2 0 c
Mrs. R. Upcher ...........................   110
Mrs. Hermon ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2 20
Mrs. J. Day........................................................................... 020
Mrs. E. Gray........................... ...................................... i o o
Miss ............................................................................... ... 020
Miss Mabel Shaw ... ... ...................................... o 6 o
Mrs. G. Wild.......................................................................... o 1 o
Mrs. F. A. Geoghegan .. ...................................... 0 5 o

Donations.
Mr. H. L. Christie (change) ....................................... 020
Miss Christian Wickham................................................... 500
Mrs. Hermon, 10s. 6d. (new Societies), 10s. 6d. 

(organisers’ salaries) ............................................... 1 1 o
South Western Federation (towards Organiser’s 

expenses) ....................... ... ... ... ... 15 o o
Mrs. Overton ..............................................................  550

Affiliation Fees.
Scarborough W.S.S. (additional) ........................... 040
York W.S.S. •........................................................................... 326
Crowthorne W.S.S................................................................... o 12 6
Holt W.S.S. ... ............................................................... o 5 o
Hawkshead W.S.S. .............................................................. o 17 6
Wallasey and Wirrall W.S.S........................................... 1150
Selkirk W.S.S. ... ........................... ... ... o 8 6
Buckingham W.S.S.................................................................. o 5 o
Ascot W.S.S. ... ... ... ... ... ... ... o 13 o
Cheltenham W.S.S. ........................... ... ... ... 150
Southwold W.S.S................................................................ o 16 9
Shoreham and Otford W.S.S.............................  ... o 12 6
Glasgow W.S.S........................................................................ 10 o o
Street W.S.S. ................................................... 156
South Shields W.S.S. ... ....................................... o 12 9
Weocesbury W.S.S................. .  ... ............... ... 066
Falmouth W.S.S. ... ................................................... 176
Knutsford W.S.S.................................    ... 076
Hrddersfield W.S.S. ............... ........................... 1 14 9

N. and E. Essex W.S.S................. .  
Winchcombe and District W.S.S. 
Great Yarmouth W.S.S.....................
Haslingden W.S.S. ... 
Teignmouth W.S.S.  
Maidenhead W.S.S............. .
Eccles W.S.S.........................................
Crieff W.S.S..........................................
Hull W.S.S................ ..........................
Llandudno W.S.S. .... ... ...
Whitby W.S.S.' ...........................
Tiverton W.S.S. ...............
Harwich W.S.S. ... ...............
Penmaenmawr W.S.S. ..............
Stafford W.S.S.....................................
Church Stretton ............... 
High Wycombe W.S.S......................
Blackhill and Consett W.S.S.
Crowborough, W.S.S.- 
Felixstowe W.S.S  
Folkestone W.S.S. ... ...............
Deal and Walmer W.S.S. ..
Aidershot W.S.S.......................
Wrexham W.S.S....................... ...
New Forest W.S.S................................
Worcester W.S.S..................................
Heywood W.S.S. 
Wokingham W.S.S. (additional) ...
Exeter W.S.S...........................
Oswestry W.S.S........................
Cromer W.S.S. (additional) 
Bedford W.S.S......................................
St. Ives (Cornwall) W.S.S.
Nottingham W.S.S..............................

Emergency Fund.
Mrs. Hogg (Dublin) ...........................
Miss Earp (per Oxford W.S.S.) ... ...
Mrs. Davidson ... ... . .
Mrs. Fitzroy Hacht ... ...........................
Miss Phoebe Wynn Elias...........................
Mrs Wace (per Oxford W.S.S.) ... ...

£ s. d. 
i 3 o 
°59 
066 
050 
o 12 6 
12 6 
10 6 
i o a 
4 7 6 
I 17 o 
110 9 
050
O 12 6 
0 83 
0 12 6 
o 7 6 
1 5 3 
0 5 3. 
o 6 6 
0 8 6 
o 16 3 
o 18 a 
o 17 o 
o 11 9 
1 3 6 
1 12 a 
o 17 6 
o 13 
2 ir 6. 
o 10 o 
o 0 9 
23 9

O IO o 
530

5 0 O 
o 10 q
10 0 
220 
o 10 o 
O IO . o

£1,119 2 5

Election Fighting Fund.
£ s. d.

Already acknowledged ..................................... .
Received since February 10th :—

... 4,202 10 I

Mrs. J. Frankland........................... ............... 0 10 d
Mrs. C. N. Kennedy ........................... I 0 O
Miss A. Bateson ....................................... ... 50 0 O .
Mrs. Clothier and Mrs. Gillett.............. 2 0 0
Younger Suffragists ... 20 0 O
Mrs. Upcher...................................... ... O 10 6
Miss Violet Upcher............... ... ............... O 2 0
Mrs. A. D. Fyfe ................................................... O 6 0
Two Friends............................................................... ... O 10 0
Mrs. F. Cavendish- Bentinck ........................... IO 0 0
Miss Jessie Clarke ... ............... O IQ 0
Mrs. Fitzroy Hecht (3rd donation) ............... I I 0
Mrs. H. M. Gregory ... ... I I 0

£4,350 O 7

English Folk Songs at South Kensington.

The Potteries Fund, which has been working continuously for 
several years to assist women and girls in the Potteries district 
who are suffering from that appalling—and preventable—-disease, 
lead-poisoning;, is holding an entertainment for the enlargement 
of its financial resources on March 5th, at 25, Bolton Gardens, 
Wetherby Road, South Kensington, S.W. A lecture on English 
Folk Songs, with vocal illustrations, will be given by Mr. Clive 
Carey, who, it will be remembered, is intimately connected with 
the Folk Song movement in this country, and who has recently 
given evidence of his knowledge and skill in the arrangement of 
the dances in the present production of “ The Winter's Tale."

Miss Gertrude Tuckwell, Chairman of the Potteries Fund 
Committee, will take the chair at this entertainment at 5.30 p.m. 
A further attraction will be an exhibition of leadless glazed china 
and earthenware.

Tickets (including tea at 4.30) are 5s., and can be obtained 
from Miss Phillips, 45, Gloucester Street, Belgrave Road, S.W.

LONDON SOCIETY OF THE NATIONAL UNION OF WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE SOCIETIES.
58, Victoria Street, S.W.

PUBLIC RECEPTION To-day. FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 21st, 3.30 to 6.15.
WESTMINSTER PALACE HOTEL, VICTORIA STREET, S.W.

Chair: The Honble. Mrs. SPENCER GRAVES. Speakers: Mr., HENRY FAWCETT, LL.D., Mrs. C. A. V. CONYBEARE, 
Miss EMILY HILL, P.L.G. Next Week (Feb. 28) i Mi.. PALLISER, Rev. L. SMITH, Dr. F. WILLEY and others.

TEMPLAR WORKS, Birmingham
R. CROMBLEHOLME, General Manager
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The Federations.

Eastern Counties.
CAMBRIDGE.—The E.O.F. Committee met at Cam

bridge on January 29th, when the officers for the year 
were appointed, Mrs. Rackham being re-elected as Chair- 
man, Mrs. Kellett as Hon. Secretary, and Mrs. Hayard 
as Hon. Treasurer. Miss Edith Place was appointed 
COMMON CAUSE Correspondent. The Annual Report and 
balance sheet were read and adopted. The following 
resolution was carried unanimously, and a copy of it 
sent to each Member of Parliament within the Federa- 
tion area and to the principal newspapers:—-

" This meeting of the Eastern Counties Federation, 
National Union of Women’s Suffrage Societies, (repre- 
senting Societies in Aldeburgh, Boston, Bury St. 
Edmunds, Cambridge, E. Cambs., W. Cambs., Chelms- 
ford, Colehester, Cromer, N. and E. Essex, Fakenham, 
Felixstowe, Harwich, E. Herts, Hitchin, Hookwold, 
Hunstanton, Hunts., Ipswich, King’s Lynn, Letchworth, 
Lowestoft, March, Norwich, St. Alban’s, Southend, South- 
wold, Stowmarket, Thetford, Yarmouth) desires to 
express its strong indignation at the Government’s 
failure to redeem its pledges, and cannot regard the 
offer of facilities for a private Member’s Bill next session 
as equivalent to the promises made by Mr. Asquith in 
1908, 1910, 1911, and confirmed in 1912. It begs to remind 
Suffragists in the Eastern Counties of the fate of former 
private Member’s Bills for which large majorities were 
obtained, and it most earnestly calls upon them to 
unite in pressing for a Government measure.’

Speaking of the newly-developed political situation, 
the Chairman urged the need for increased zeal, and con- 
sidered that the present lull in active Parliamentary 
work gave us a valuable opportunity for perfecting our 
own organisation. Special effort is to be made to form 
Societies in those Constituencies where as yet there are 
none; and various plans are afoot which promise to 
strengthen and consolidate our working forces.

The E.C.F. has been encouraged by the offer of an 
anonymous donor to double any amount, up to £25, 
raised for the Federation by Societies or persons before 
the end of April. Money being urgently needed for the 
completing of old schemes of work and the starting of 
new ones, we hope our members will see to it that we 
olaim the full amount of our friend's generosity as 
quickly as may be.

EAST CAMBS.—On January 31st a well-attended draw- 
ing-room meeting was held at Pampisford Vicarage, by 
invitation of Mr. de Candole; the Rev. A. G. Tackley 
took the chair, and an interesting address on ‘ Women’s 
Suffrage " was given by Mrs. Ramsey. This was fol- 
lowed by an evening meeting for working people, at 
which the Rev. A. G. Tackley and Mrs. Ramsey again 
spoke.

WEST CAMBS.—On February 3rd a meeting was held 
at Cottenham, the chair was taken by the Rev. Moline. 
The speakers, Mrs. Rostham and Mrs. Bethune-Baker 
addressed an attentive audience; many gave in their 
names as " friends," and since the meeting six new 
members have been enrolled. At Great Shelford, on 
February 11th, a good meeting was held with Miss 0. J. 
Gaskell in the chair; the speakers were Mrs. Ramsey 
and Mr. W. M. Mirrlees. "‘ Friends ‘‘ cards were signed 
and six new members obtained.

COLCHESTER.—On February 5th the Colchester Con- 
servative Women Workers’ League arranged a successful 
meeting in the Co-operative Hall. There was a large 
attendance. The member, Mr. L. Worthington Evans, 
addressed the meeting, and in speaking of the 
Enfranchisement of Women, he declared, that in his 
opinion the truly Conservative view was to give the 
vote as far as possible to the more stable and steady 
elements of the community, and that the " Norwegian 
Amendment" met this requirement.

FELIXSTOWE.—By invitation of Mr. Evan Edwards a 
" Social " was given on February 14th to shop assistants 
at Hoecliff. Competitions were arranged; a short 
address on " Why we Want the Vote" was given by 
Miss Place, and views of Norway and Sweden were 
shown by lantern slides. The evening was greatly 
enjoyed by our guests, who were interested in Suffrage. 
An Anti-Suffrage meeting on January 17th had most 
happy results for the Suffrage party, great interest was 
shown locally, and as usual new members joined us.

HARWICH AND DISTRICT.—On February 10th this 
Society held an interesting meeting in the Co-operative 
Hall at Dovercourt. Mrs. Corph took the chair; a 
pamphlet on " Women’s Suffrage " was read, and fol- 
lowed by a discussion on the present position. The 
meeting then arranged a programme of work for the 
local Society. It was decided to take up the Friends 
of Women’s Suffrage Scheme, and several members offered 
help. Fortnightly working parties were also arranged 
the proceeds to be used for a small Summer Sale. The 
Annual Meeting has been fixed for March 23rd, when 
Mrs. Rackham has promised to speak.

HOCKWOLD.—On January 20th the members of this 
Society and some friends met to hear a lecture read by 
their Secretary, Mrs. Tennant; the subject was “Lands 
Where Women have the Vote," and was very interesting. 
It was illustrated with ■ lantern slides shown by the 
Rev. Dr. Tennant.

----------------------- .—On February 3rd a successful meet- 
ing was arranged; the speakers were the Lady Frances 
Balfour and Mrs. Rackham; the Rector took the chair. 
This was the first Suffrage meeting held in this place, 
and the Hall was full. The speeches were listened to 
with interest, and a number of those present became 
members. A Resolution was carried, though many 
abstained from voting.

NORWICH.—On January 25th the City was paraded 
with posters, and 1,000 leaflets were distributed remind- 
ing citizens that Justice demanded the inclusion of 
women in the Franchise Reform Bill. Dr. Mary Bell

News from the Societies and Federations.
addressed a meeting at Yarmouth on the political 
situation. A special service for those interested in the 
Women’s movement was held at St. Michael at Plea on 
February 7th. The Rev. O. W. H. Baker officiated and 
the sermon was preached by the Rev. F. W. Bennett 
Symons. A very necessary piece of work is now being 
started by Miss E. M. Morgan—a canvass amongst the 
members to obtain more regular subscribers for the 
COMMON CAUSE.

Kentish. •
OTFORD.—Under the auspices of the Shoreham and 

Otford Branch, an excellent entertainment was provided 
by members of the Actresses’ Franchise League on 
January 29th. The dramatic sketches given were 
" An Englishwoman’s Home,” " The Maid and the 
Magistrate,” and " A Chat with Mrs. Chicky." The 
room was crowded, and the audience showed by their 
applause how much they appreciated the points of the 
plays.

SEVENOAKS.—On January 27th a most successful 
public meeting was held at the Old Schools, Knockholt. 
Mr. A, W. Smithers, J.P., was in the chair, and Miss 
Abadam delivered an excellent speech. The audience 
carried the resolution calling for a Government measure 
with hardly a dissentient.

An " At Home " was held in the Club Hall on January - 
31st. An audience, numbering between four and five 
hundred, crowded the hall. The speaker was Lady Betty 
Balfour, who charmed and interested her audience 
completely. Canon Beanlands made a most able ch a i r
man. The resolution—" That in the opinion of this 
meeting a Government measure is the most satisfactory 
method of dealing with the question of Women’s 
Enfranchisement. We regret that the Government has 
found it impossible to adopt this method, and consider 
that women householders should be enfranchised without 
delay ”—was carried with enthusiasm by all but six of 
the huge audience. The Rev. H. Percy Thompson, always 
a good friend to our Cause, proposed a hearty vote or 
thanks, to which Lady Betty responded. Tea was 
served and much enjoyed. Several new members gained.

North-Eastern.
In the North at any rate the Women’s Liberal 

Federation is awake to the importance of the crisis 
through which the Women’s Suffrage question is passing. 
At the Quarterly Conference of the Northern area, held 
at Felling on Saturday, February 10th, under the chair, 
manship of Mrs. Spence Watson, to discuss " Peace" 
and " Women’s Suffrage,’ no excitement, accompanied 
the treatment of the former subject, while the latter 
aroused keen discussion and enthusiastic support, 
culminating in a unanimous demand by the Associations 
present for serious and thorough discussion of the present 
situation by the whole Federation in Council assembled. 
The following resolution was moved by Dr. Ethel 
Williams, President of Elswick, and seconded by Miss 
Fryer, Secretary of Seaton Delaval, and carried unani- 
mously, a forest of hands being held up in its favour; — 
“ That in order to consider the situation created by the 
withdrawal of the Government Reform Bill, and. to 
formulate a policy for the Women’s Liberal Federation, 
this meeting of the Northern Area Conference of 
Women’s Liberal Associations calls upon the Executive 
of the Federation either to summon a special Council 
or to accelerate the Annual Council Meeting already 
arranged for May so that it precede the Second Reading 
of that one of the promised Women’s Suffrage Bills 
which is supported by Liberal Members.”

REDCAR.—Miss Helen Fraser paid a second visit to 
this Society on January 22nd, to the great pleasure of 
all the members. A Public Meeting was held in the 
Institute Hall, and was attended by a good and 
enthusiastic audience. Mr. R. Roger, J.P., .0.0.,. took 
the chair, and in an able speech declared his belief in 
the justice of the Women’s Cause and in the advantage 
that would result to the State from their enfranchise- 
ment. Miss Fraser, in her address, touched on the 
wide-spread desire of women for power to serve their 
country more adequately, and on the special need for 
their fuller co-operation with regard to housing reform, 
and all matters concerning women and children. Miss 
Fraser also spoke of the present Parliamentary situa- 
tion. Valuable members have joined the society as a 
result of the meeting. A Resolution calling upon the 
Government to fulfil its pledges, and to pass some 
measure of enfranchisement to women during the present 
session, was proposed by the Rev. J. L. Barkway, M.A., 
seconded by the Rev. A. A. Barratt, B.A., and carried 
with one dissentient.

Mrs. Edwin Gray, of York, kindly came to speak at a 
Drawing-room Meeting on February 14th, Mrs. Meek 
and Mrs. W. S. Fothergill being hostesses. Mrs. Gray 
gave an able address, and answered questions, making 
clear the reasons why women who have not time nor 
means to become guardians or town-councillors, could 
yet easily exercise the Parliamentary franchise with 
advantage to themselves and the State. Sixty-one were 
present at the meeting, and three members joined the 
society as an immediate result of Mrs. Gray’s speech. 
More members will be gladly welcomed, and names 
of residents or visitors will be received by Mrs. Burne, 

23, Henry Street, or Mrs. Fothergill, 9, Nelson Terrace, 
Redcar.

South Wales and Monmouth.
CARDIFF.—On February 6th Miss Helen Fraser 

addressed a meeting of the Windsor Place Congregational 
Church Literary Society on “ Women and Social Reform.” 
The speech was greatly appreciated. Five new members, 
including the Rev. O. Bowen, minister of the church, 
who presided at the meeting, joined the Cardiff Society. 
A very successful afternoon meeting was held at the 
Club on February 11th. Miss Collin presided, and Mrs. 
Rackham gave a very convincing address, dealing with 
the subject in a way excellently calculated to convert 
and interest the indifferent. Eight new members joined 
after the meeting. On February 12th Mrs. Bromley 
held a Drawing-room meeting at Marlborough Road, at 
which Miss Helen Fraser spoke. There was a good dis- 
cussion after the speech. New members joined and 
literature and copies of the COMMON CAUSE were sold.

DINAS POWIS.—A crowded meeting of the Young 
Liberals’ Association gathered at Dinas Powis Institute 
on Friday, February 14th, to hear Miss Helen Fraser. 
After her convincing statement of the Suffragist demand, 
Mr. Kite made an Anti-Suffrage speech; all other 
speakers in the audience supporting Miss Fraser. After 
Miss Fraser’s reply five new members joined, including 
the Secretary of the Young Liberal League. Mr. Hutchin, 
son, an old supporter of the Cause, presided.

The new members gained at Cardiff and. District 
meetings in this campaign brings the membership of the 
Society up to 1,100.

LLANISHAN.—On Friday, February 7th, in the School- 
room at the Leas (lent by Miss Stainer, who presided). 
Miss Dorothy Morgan read an Anti-Suffrage paper, 
written for her to read, but not expressing her views, 
which are strongly pro-Suffrage; to which -Miss Helen 
Fraser replied. The room was quite full and the 
audience interested. Before the meeting the district Sub- 
Committee was elected for this year.

NEWPORT.—A crowded meeting took place at the 
Temperance Hall, Newport, on February 10th, the 
speakers being Mrs. Rackham and Mr. Laurence Hous- 
man, and the Chairman, Mr. John Macaulay. The 
audience, which numbered about 1,100, followed the 
excellent speeches with great interest, and the Resolution 
" That this meeting demands the speedy enfranchise- 
ment of women "‘ was carried by a large majority.

PEN ART H.—On February 12th Mr. Laurence Housman 
addressed an afternoon meeting at Penarth for the 
Cardiff and District Women’s Suffrage Society. The 
speech roused great interest by its original and fresh 
way of dealing with the question, and was greatly 
enjoyed.

RADYR.—A well-attended meeting was held in the 
Club-room, lent by Colonel Fisher, on February 11th. 
Mr. Lowrie presided in the absence of Mrs. Henry Lewis, 
and after Miss Helen Fraser’s speech, a short Anti- 
Suffrage speech was made by Mr. Streeten, to which 
Miss Fraser replied. Questions were also asked and 
responded to.

West of England.
BRISTOL.—Our Annual Meeting was held on February 

7th at Whatley Hall. A business meeting was held first 
at which the reports were read and officers and com- 
mittee elected. A message of condolence was sent to 
the relatives of the late Mrs. Mill Colman. This lady 
was the youngest sister of John Stuart Mill and has 
long been a resident in this district. The public meeting 
was well attended. The Chair was taken by Mr. B. H. 
Soltau, B.A., a lecturer at Bristol University. Mrs. 
Corbett Ashby, B.A., addressed the meeting. . Her 
remarks were mainly confined to the present political 
situation. The audience was delighted with her speech 
and unanimously passed the resolution calling upon Mr. 
Asquith to introduce a Government Measure. .

On the afternoon of February 7th a drawing-room 
meeting was held by invitation of Mrs. Gilmore Barnett 
at 11, Victoria Square. Mrs. Corbett Ashby addressed 
a number of young people on the work which can be 
done by younger Suffragists.

Miss Tanner has addressed meetings at Brislington, 
Greenbank Road and Redland Grove; and Miss Clough 
at Hotwells. Mr. W. C. H. Cross addressed the North 
Bristol Radical Operatives and the Horfield Ward of the 
West Bristol W.L.A., and Miss Helen Sturge addressed 
a meeting of the Friends’ League.

It has become necessary for us to raise funds to carry 
on our work. The Rev. Canon Talbot kindly promised 
to give three lectures on Shakespeare’s plays: “Hamlet,” 
" Macbeth " and " King Lear," the proceeds to be devoted 
to our Society. The lectures were extremly popular, 80 
much so that we had to take a larger room for the third. 
The line followed was that these three plays, the greatest 
of Shakespeare's tragedies, were the tragedies of youth, 
middle life and did age respectively. At the close of the 
final lecture a vote of thanks to the lecturer was pro
posed by Dr. Eliza Walker Dunbar, and seconded by Miss 
J. M. Baretti.

A deputation consisting of Miss Tanner and Miss 
Sturge waited on the Right. Hon. Augustine Birrell on 
January 27th. The original intention was to press for
ward the importance of the amendments to the Franchise 
Bill, but owing to the dropping of the Bill the general 
question was reviewed.

BURNHAM AND DISTRICT.—On January 24th the 
programme of the Society for the year terminated in a 
Public Meeting in the Town Hall. Mr. Baillie Weaver 
was the chief speaker, with Dr. Clifford Last in the 
Chair, supported by the Rev. Roebuck Russel, Mr. A. H. 
Pitts, Colonel Caulfeild Stoker and Mr. A. Greswell: 
The meeting was the most ambitious one yet attempted 
as the Hall is a large one, but we were rewarded by a 
correspondingly large audience, which consisted mainly 
of working people. The Chairman read letters of 
sympathy from Captain Santnay, Mr. J. W. F. Jacques, 
Dr. Inngleston (Brent Knoll), and the Rev. Andrew 
Mearns. Besides the principal address good speeches 
were made by Dr. Last in proposing the Resolution, by 
the Rev. Roebuck Russel, who moved the vote of thanks 
to the speaker, and by Mr. A. G. Pitts, who seconded. 
The Resolution was carried with four dissentients only, a 
collection of £1 8s. was taken and a good stock of 
leaflets distributed among the audience.

CIRENCESTER.—The first Annual Meeting of this 
Society was held in the Apsley Hall on January 30th, 
when the temporary committee appointed last July was 
elected for the ensuing year. The Hon. Secretary 
reported a satisfactory increase in membership, and 
announced that the Committee hoped to organise * 
village campaign in their neighbourhood in March. At 
the conclusion of the Business Meeting a Public Meeting 
was held with the co-operation of the 0. and U.W.F.A: 
Mr. Baillie Weaver came from London to speak and the 
audience, though small, was appreciative and sympathetic. 
Mr. Weaver, in a humourous and convincing speech, 
pointed out the glaring inconsistencies of Anti

Suffrage arguments, and gave examples of the gross in- 
lustice with which women were treated in the labour 
market; showing how this in turn re-acted upon men. 
We quoted a case in which 50 men clerks at salaries rang-

from 30s. to £3 a week had been dismissed that 
exactly the same work might be done by women at a 
maximum salary of 20s. In conclusion he urged all 
women to refrain from working for any political party 
which did not put Women’s Suffrage in the forefront, of 
its programme; and showed the futility of expecting 
anything short of a Government measure to become law: 
rhe Prime Minister’s offer of the dead Conciliation 
,1 over again was not worth a moment’s consideration. 
1 vote of thanks to the speaker was proposed by Mrs. 
Robert Hobbs, who emphasised the fact that what 
Suffragists were fighting for was neither more nor less 
than the principle of freedom; Mrs. Bruce Swanwick 
seconded. COMMON Cause and Suffrage pamphlets sold 
well at the conclusion of the meeting.

West Midland.
FORMATION OF NEW SOCIETY.—By the formation of 

4 Society in Whitchurch—one of the most important 
parts of Mr. Beville Stanier’s constituency—Shropshire 
can now boast of a strong and flourishing Society in 
each of the five constituencies. Organising work, had 
been very effectively done by Mrs. Rogers before Christ 
mas and on Feb. 3rd a drawing-room meeting was held 
at the residence of Mrs. Clay Finch, when Mrs. Harley 
gave an address. Several members joined, and two very 
efficient officers were selected, Mrs. Clay Finch as Hon. 
Secretary, and Miss Boon as Treasurer, but the actual 
formaton of the Society was postponed, in order to ob- 
tain the requisite number of members. This has singe 
been accomplished, and the new Society is applying to 
the National Union for affiliation.

K. M. HARLEY.

Yorke : West Riding.
BRADFORD.—On January 30th, the Bradford Society 

was “ At Home"‘ in the Church Institute to members 
and friends, with Miss Maude Royden as a special attrac- 
tion. Mrs. Grattan, who was in the chair, urged those 
present not to slacken their efforts because of the latest 
disappointment, but to pull themselves together and 
work as they had never worked before. She asked each 
member to be a missionary for the Cause; and spoke 
of the proposed plan of campaign in East Bradford, 
which has an anti-suffragist for its Member.

Miss Royden, whose speech on the present situation 
was eagerly anticipated, spoke of the National Union’s 
decision to work only for a Government measure, 
enumerating some of the practically insuperable obstacles 
which a private Members’ Bill of this nature would 
have to face. Although the National Union would not 
oppose such a Bill, it was felt that, in view, of past 
experience with regard to the Conciliation Bill, time, 
work and money spent upon it would be simply thrown 
away. She deplored the chicanery and double-dealing 
which all suffragists must feel lies behind the Speaker’s 
action, and emphatically asserted that suffragists had 
bean " defrauded, not defeated.” The resolution, to the 
effect that nothing but a Government Measure would 
be acceptable, was carried unanimously, with great 
enthusiasm. After an interval for refreshments, two 
suffrage plays were given, entitled " A Chat with Mrs. 
Ohicky,” and " Miss Appleyard’s Awakening," and were 
much appreciated.

In addition to this large " At Home,” smaller ones 
have been held at the Society’s room for the last three 
weeks, different members having acted as hostess on 
each occasion. Mrs. Renton, organising secretary for the 
West Riding Federation, spoke on one occasion and 
gave much helpful advice as to methods of work.

DEWSBURY.—On January 28th, a successful drawing- 
room meeting was held in Trinity Hall parlour. An 
address was given by Miss Helen Fraser to an audience 
of sixty women. After the meeting thirteen new members 
joined the Society. Mrs. Stubley, ex-Mayoress of Batley, 
took the chair. In the evening Miss Helen Fraser gave 
an interesting address in the Exchange Hall, and after 
the meeting some new members joined. At the annual 
meeting of the Society, Dr. Maud Kerslake was elected 
" • ’-" Miss H. B. Walker, Treasurer for thePresident, and 
ensuing year.

LEEDS.—On the invitation of the Rev. Wrigley,
who took the chair, Mrs. Parrish addressed a large and 
attentive audience of men and women belonging to the 
Salem Church Guild, Hunslet, on the meaning of the 
suffrage movement. The appreciative remarks made by 
the Rev. Bertram Smith, who was in the audience, when 
proposing a vote of thanks to the speaker, voiced the 
pleasure Mrs. Parrish’s speech bad afforded her hearers. 
On January 29th, Miss Maude Boyden gave an address 
in the Philosophic Hall on the " Ideals of the 
Women’s Suffrage Movement.” Considering the counter 
attractions in the city that evening, the audience was 
excellent, and judging from the sale of literature after 
the meeting, a considerable amount of interest had been 
aroused amongst strangers. Professor MacGregor (Leeds 
University) very ably acted as chairman. An interesting 
description of the present political situation was given 
by Miss I. 0. Ford. On the same evening Mrs. Renton 
spoke at the Holbeck League of Young Liberals, Mr. 
Adamson being in the chair. The following resolution 
was passed :—" That this meeting supporting the 
principle of Women’s Suffrage, urges the Government 
to grant full facilities for the redemption of the pledge 
given by Mr. Asquith to the National Union of Women’s 
Suffrage Societies in November, 1911.”

Mrs. Renton also addressed the first " At Home ’ this 
year at 9, Park Lane, on February 5th, on the present 
position of the Women’s Suffrage cause. A good report 
of the speech appeared in the Yorkshire Post. The 
dense fog on February 11th deterred many members from 
attending the “ Stock Exchange Tea," kindly given by 
Mrs. Grosvenor Talbot at Southfields, Burley. Those who --- thedefied the weather made up by their energy for 
somewhat disappointing numbers, and a good sum 
realised. The amount is to bedivided between 
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Leeds Society and the West Riding Federation, 
members who braved the elements and attended -- 
“ At Home" on February 12th listened to a lucid 
account of the Girl Guide movement in Leeds, by Mrs.
Bailey (its originator).

The Annual - Meeting was held at the office on 
February 13th. Mr. Baillie Weaver gave an address on 
" The Inner Meaning of the Women’s Movement,” Mr. 
Kitson Clark being the chairman. Some remarks made by 
the chairman led to a very interesting discussion in which 
Miss I. 0. Ford, Mrs. Kitson Clark, and others took part. 
Mrs. Renton announced the intention, of holding a

large public meeting in Leeds shortly, and asked for the 
names of helpers.

SHEFFIELD.—A well-attended drawing-room meeting 
was held, by permission of Mrs. Laverick, at Brinkburn 
Grange, Dore, on January 31st. Miss Helen Fraser was 
the speaker, and gave an address on the suffrage question 
as a whole. She also explained the present political 
situation. A resolution was put to the meeting calling 
for the speedy enfranchisement of some women, and was 
carried unanimously. Fourteen members were enrolled 
after the meeting, and it is hoped that they may form 
the nucleus of a branch at Dore itself, which is in a 
different constituency from Sheffield. In the evening 
Miss Fraser addressed a public meeting at the Presby: 
terian Schoolroom, Pitsmoor, Dr. Helen Wilson being in 
the chair.

SHIPLEY.—A meeting, at which Miss Abadam spoke 
on the White Slave Traffic, was held at the People’s 
Hall, Shipley, on Wednesday, February 12th. Mrs. 
Robinson, of Shipley, presided. In the course of her 
remarks. Miss Abadam said that one of the first things 
women would do with the vote would be to establish 
a minimum wage for women, as with the exception of 
the women in Lancashire, women workers in this country 
earn only half, or in some cases a quarter, of the wages 
paid to men for doing practically the same work. 
Miss Abadam also spoke at some length on the methods 
of the White Slave traffickers, who trade on the ignorance 
of young girls. , .

The tollowing resolution was proposed by the chairman, 
and seconded by the speaker, and carried unanimously:— 
" That this meeting considers it essential in the cause 
of morality that women should have a voice in framing 
the laws which so vitally affect them." An interesting 
discussion took place at the close of the meeting. 
Several people present signed " Friends of Women’s 
Suffrage ” cards, and one new member joined the Shipley 
Society.

WAKEFIELD.—On January 31st, we had the pleasure 
of hearing Miss Royden, who spoke on ‘" The Spiritual 
Side of the Woman’s Movement.” Canon Welch, the 
Vicar of Wakefield, took the chair. There were many 
present who had never been to a suffrage meeting before, 
and many who had been very wavering in their support 
of the movement. The whole audience was captured, 
and their sympathy and support were unmistakably 
enlisted. The speaker delighted them with her humorous 
touches and moved them deeply by her insistence on the 
high standard of life demanded equally of women and 
men by the Christian ethic. . The desire for the vote 
was shown to be really a desire for an added power to 
serve the state as good citizens. A great many questions 
were asked, 24 new members joined the society, and a 
collection of over £3 was taken. A warm vote of 
confidence in Mrs. Fawcett and in the suffrage movement 
was carried.

On February 13th, our large hall was filled to over
flowing by a meeting of over 500 women, to hear Miss 
Abadam speak on the White Slave Traffic. Dr. Mary 
Philips, from Leeds, was in the chair. The audience 
listened spellbound for over an. hour as the speaker 
exposed the weaknesses in our social organisation, which 
make the work of the White Slave traffickers so easy. 
She showed that to those who profit by this infamous 
traffic, the conventional silence of society is what they 
chiefly desire. The lecturer closed by a stirring appeal 
to women to awake, to realise each one her responsibility 
and to act upon the new knowledge they are acquiring. 
The following resolution, proposed by the chairman, and 
supported by Miss Abadam, was carried unanimously :— 
“ That this meeting, being of opinion that modern 
legislation upon the social evil will not be on a 
permanent and satisfactory basis until women have the 
Parliamentary Franchise, calls upon the Government to 
bring in a measure for Women’s Suffrage this session." 

At the close of the meeting sixteen new members 
joined the Wakefield Suffrage Society, and a collection 
of nearly £4 was taken.

REPORT.—Since the end of November, when my last 
report was sent to the COMMON CAUSE, I have been 
working in the Holmfirth Parliamentary Division, in 
Halifax, and in Doncaster. Miss Margaret Robertson 
came to Holmfirth at the beginning of December and 

’ made one of her brilliant speeches at a very promising 
meeting at the Drill Hall. Mrs. Donkersley, of Hudders
field, gave a delightful address, and although—largely 
through the unavoidable lack of helpers at the door to 
enroll members—the immediate result appeared somewhat 
disappointing, those responsible for the meeting were 
delighted with the impression made.

Shortly after this, Miss Robertson came to the Division 
once more to speak at a meeting in the I.L.P. Club at 
Skelmanthorpe. Mrs. Townley took the chair, and 
although the tiny club-room holds only a handful, Miss 
Robertson enchanted us all with one of the most sym- 
pathetic speeches that even she can ever have made, 
and roused her audience—for the most part made up 
of miners and mill hands—to great enthusiasm. There 
are many suffragists in Skelmanthorpe and in some of. 
the other outlying parts of the Division, and in several 
of these places small branches might be formed among 
the workers and their wives.

On the first Sunday after Christmas, I was invited 
to speak in Holmfirth on the suffrage question at a 
Men’s Adult School in the morning and at a joint 
meeting of the young men’s and young women’s Bible 
classes at an Independent Church in the afternoon. The 
meeting in the Adult School was small though friendly, 
but in the afternoon the room at the Independent Church 
seemed to be crowded with young enthusiasts. The 
younger generation in Holmfirth has hopefully pro- 
gressive tendencies. The main difficulties of the work 
in that Division are that the houses of the more 
prosperous residents are very scattered, and in some 
cases practically inaccessible without a motor, while the 
lack of Trade Unions makes the workers less accustomed 
than in most industrial districts to independent action. 
Even among the steel workers of Penistone there is no 
Union branch except that of the engineers, and the 
women in the mills throughout the Division are sti— 
unorganised and, of course, ill paid. ,

From Holmfirth I went to Halifax, early in January. 
Mr. and Mrs. Quilter, in whose hospitable home I stayed, 
gave me invaluable help, but, although Halifaxhas 
plenty of suffragists, the fact that the majority of 
these are already enrolled either in the W.L.F., the 
I.L.P. or the W.S.P.U., makes it a little difficult, to 
form a committee for a branch of the National Union. 
There are, however, many who would like a branch to 
be started, and a nucleus already exists under the 
guardianship of Mrs. Quilter, who is acting as non

secretary pro tem. While I was in Halifax, I was 
allowed to address a meeting of the Trades Council, 
and a resolution was passed unanimously demanding 
the inclusion of women in the Franchise Bill. ■

In Doncaster the work is distinctly promising. Mra. 
Pickering kindly lent us her drawing-room for a meeting, 
and Mrs. Renton came from Leeds to address us. 
Thanks to the splendid pioneer work done by Mrs. 
Austen, there was a considerably larger audience than 
we had dared to expect. All were charmed with Mrs. 
Renton’s lucid and reasonable speech, and although none 
joined immediately (Yorkshire is cautious), twenty ve 
had already declared their intention of joining. Detore 
Miss I. 0. Ford came to speak at the Guil dnal, on 
February 14th. This public meeting was well attended, 
and it was clear that the minds of the audience were 
gripped from the first by Miss Ford’s exposition of the 
suffragist case. The Rev. W. A. E. Austen, who proposed 
a vote of thanks to Miss Ford, remarked that he naa 
only once in his life heard a speech to equal hersnd 
that was one made by herself six years ago, when sne 
converted him to the women’s cause. i

Our Doncaster members are looking forward " 
second visit from Mrs. Renton, when she comes their 
first committee meeting. Warm thanks are due for. the 
help given by Mrs. Hunter, of Balby, the Misses 
Parkinson, Miss Lynd, the Misses Corbett, and TP
Jack Dray.

Wilma M. MEIKLE.

Meeting at Rotherham.
At a meeting held in the Temperance Hall, Rotherham, 

the following resolution, proposed by Miss I. O. Ford 
and seconded by Miss Margaret Robertson, was carried 
unanimously:— , , .

“ That this meeting, since the Reform Bill has been 
dropped, demands that the Government redeem its 
pledges to the women by introducing immediately a 
Government measure granting the franchise to women. 

Copies of the resolution have been sent to Messrs. 
Asquith, Pease, Redmond and Henderson.

The meeting was not a large one, but the feeling was 
sympathetic. The chair was taken by Mr. Alex. Hutcni- 
son, the leader of the deputation to Mr. Pease; the 
vote of thanks to the speakers was proposed by 
Coley and seconded by Mr. Pearson, both staunch 
supporters of the cause. Mr. Pearson was one of the 
deputation. , , .

Mrs. Townley publicly thanked the deputation, in
cluding the chairman in her vote of thanks. Two new 
members were enrolled.

“ An Important Recruit.”
An important recruit has just joined the suffrage 

cause in Warwickshire in Lord Willoughby de Broke, 
and his action will probably have great influence in 
Unionist circles. At a uniteci meeting of the Warwick 
and Leamington N.U.W.S.S. the Warwickshire C.U. and 
W.F.A. and Church League, held onLEebruary 14th, 

 the County Hall, Warwick, Lord -=oy hada 
most warm reception when he rose to propose the 
resolution. It was seconded by the Rev. Claud Hinsclif 
(Church League) and carried with acclamation. Unlor- 
tunately Mrs. Osler, who was to have presided, was 
delayed by the thick fog; the Archdeacon of Coventry 
kindly supplied her place, with the result—an unusual 
feature at suffrage meetings—that practically all 
speaking was done by men.

Lady Chance at Brockham.
The third meeting held at Brockham since the in- 

auguration of the work last Easter, took place on 
February 14th, in the schoolroom, and in spite of a toggy 
night was well attended. Lord Farrer opened the 
meeting with a few cheering and encouraging words. 
He was followed by Lady Chance in an interesting 
speech, and Miss Chate Ellis, who addressed herself 
particularly to the numerous men present, appealing 
to their sense of justice and fair play.Sir William 
Chance also gave a short address, ana Mr. William Offley 
Forrester moved the vote of thanks.

The resolution was carried unanimously in spite or 
the presence of a few anti-Suffragists who neither asked 
questions nor opposed the resolution.

Meeting at the Suffrage Club.
At a meeting of the Australian and New Zealand 

Women Voters! Association at the Suffrage Cuha.2 
York Street, St. James’s, S.W., Dr. Manon Phillips 
recently gave an interesting address upon ‘ Women as 
Wage Earners,” in which she told the story of the 
Cradley Heath chain makers whose wage of from 3/6 to 
67. a week had been raised by a Trade Board decision 
to one of 11/-. ■  '

COMING EVENTS.
- EWISH LEAGUE FOR WOMAN SUFFRAGE— 
J Mrs. Myer Nathan at home, 7, Hollycroft Avenue, 
Platt’s Lane, Hampstead, Sunday, February 23rd, at 
3.15 p.m. Chair: Herbert Jacobs, Esq., B.A. Speakers: 
Philip Hartog, Esq., M.A., Mrs. Herbert Cohen (Hon.
Treasurer . Tea and coffee.

WOMEN’S TAX RESISTANCE LEAGUE.—Mrs 
Baumgarten at home, Tuesday, February 25th, 

at 3 o’clock. The Fectory, St. George, Bloomsbury, 
19, Woburn Square, W.C. Chair: The Kev. C. Baum- 
garten. Speakers: Mrs. Cavendish Bentinck and Mis. 
Cobden Sanderson. Tea.
NATIONAL ANTI - SWEATING DEMONSTBA 
. TION, Queen’s Hall, Friday, March 7th. Tickets, 

5s., 2s. 6d., 1s. and 6d., from The National Anti->w eating 
League, 34, Mecklenburgh Square, W.C.
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CHARLTON
Forthcoming Meetings

(ARRANGED BY THE NATIONAL UNION.)

AN ACCEPTABLE

GOWNS
and

LINGERIE.

FEBRUARY 21.
Berkhamsted—Progress Hall—Mrs. Robie Uniacke 
Orick—Miss Muriel Matters—Chair, The Rev. W. O.

Roberts
Farnham—The Institute, South Street—Lantern 

lecture, ‘ A Woman’s Travels in East 
. ; Africa”

Workington—Old Town Hall—Annual meeting 
Whist drive

Tylorstown—Institute—Public meeting—Miss Helen 
Fraser

Bradford—Moor Council School—Miss Margaret
Robertson, B.A.

3.15 SPECIAL OFFER to our Readers of a 5/6 Fountain 
Pen for 3/6. The Common Cause Safety Nos- 

LEAKABLE Fountain Pen, solid 14-carat gold nib, can 
be carried in any position; admirably suited for 
ladies’ use. The pens are packed in boxes printed in 
our colours. Send P.O. for 3/8 (2d. being for postage), 
to the Manager, Common CAUSE, 2, Robert Street, 
Adelphi. W.C. . (State whether fine, medium, or 
broad nib is required.)

LONDON—Continued.
Islington (West)Study Circle—57, Hillmarton 

Road, N.—Hostess, Miss J. Bissett 
Smith. Subject: Mrs. Fawcett’s 
“ Woman Suffrage" (sixpenny 
edition). Opener, Miss J. Clarke, P.L.G.

FEBRUARY 23.
Hammersmith—Ethical Society—Hampshire House 

Club, Hampshire Hog Lane. Speaker, 
Mrs. Stanbury

Deptford—Debate—Hate ham Liberal Club, New 
Cross Gate, S.E. Speaker, Mrs. 
Swanwick

PLAYS, DUOLOGUES, MONOLOGUES
Dealing with all phases of the Woman’s Movement,1 

3d. and 6d.
For Drawing-rooms, Platforms or Stage purposes.

Descriptive List (2d.) post free on application.
ACTRESSES’ FRANCHISE LEAGUE, 

2, ROBERT STREET. ADELPHI.

FOR SALE AND WANTED.

Boneless CORSETS, unbreakable. Illustrated
List Free.—Knitted Corset Company, Nottingham.

Telephone: •

1916

Mayfair,

MANCHESTER STREET

and

1, LOWER SEYMOUR
STREET, W

FEBRUARY 22.
Oldham—Primitive Methodist Church, Holmwood— 

Dr. Olive Claydon, " The Religious 
Aspect of the Women's Movement ”— 
Chair, The Mayor

Manchester—Lower Milton Hall, Deansgate—
Dramatic performance, “ The Fortunes 
of Fan.”

Bristol—Drayton Beauford Road—Mrs. W. 0. H.
Cross “‘ At Home ”—Speaker, Mr. W. 
O. H. Cross

Cardiff—Ladies’ Club—Debate—Miss Helen Fraser, 
Mr. J. Milland

Bradford—5, Eldon Place—" At Home "—Speaker, 
Miss Margaret Robertson

FEBRUARY 23.
Bradford—Labour Institute, Peckover Street

FEBRUARY 24.
Croydon—34a, The Arcade, High Street—White 

Elephant Sale—Recitations, etc.
Tunbridge Wells—18, Crescent Road—Mrs. Charles'

• Berry, " Thought Power and how it 
may help our Movement

Stevenage—Public Hall—Mrs. Rackham
W elwyn — Rectory — Mrs. Rackham — " Women’s

Work in Local Government ”
Barrowford—Debating Society—Mrs. Cooper
Cardiff—Women’s Labour League—Miss Helen

Fraser
Leeds—Kirkstall Liberal Association—Mrs. Renton
Englefield Green—Mrs. Gore’s drawing-room meeting 

—Speaker, Mrs. Dempster
Manchester—St. Ann’s Square—Parker’s Restaurant 

Miss Margaret Ashton 4
South Salford—Oldfield Hall—Gardenwall Street— 

Mrs. Chew

7.30

TO GIRLS SEEKING A USEFUL AND ATTRACTIVE 
CALLING. ANSTEY COLLEGE FOR PHYSICAL TRAIN
ING AND HYGIENE, ERDINGTON. WARWICKSHIRE.

Offers a full professional training in the following 
subjects:—Swedish Educational and Medical Gym- 
nasties. Aesthetic Dancing, Folk Dancing, Swimming, 
Games, Anatomy, Hygiene, etc.
GOOD POSTS OBTAINED AFTER TRAINING

FEBRUARY 25.
Camberwell—Women's Guild, of Dulwich Grove 

Congregational Church—Meeting at 
the Lecture Hall. Speaker, Mrs.
Watson

North Hackney—Devonshire Square Literary and 
Debating Society, Devonshire Hall, 
High Street, Stoke Newington. 
Speaker, Miss Charlotte Elkin

FEBRUARY 28.
West St. Pancras—Drawing-room Meeting at 1 St. 

Mark's Square, N.W. Hostess, Mrs. 
Weibell. Chair, The Rev. V. G. 
Borradaile. Speaker, Miss Rosamond 
Smith

West Southwark—Farmhouse Mission, Harrow 
Street, Marshalsea Road. Speaker, 
Miss Ruth Young

FEBRUARY 27.
London Society's Reception for delegates to

7.45

8.45

FEBRUARY 25.
Derby—Albert Hall—Miss Norma Smith—Chair, The 

Rev. G. Holmes Gore
Egham—Constitutional Hall—Miss Norah O’Shea,

Alexander
& Co

16, Brook Street.

London, W.

Telephone : 5355 Mayfair

ARE the FLORISTS for
all BOUQUETS, CUT
FLOWERS, PLANTS
and DECORATIONS

—Give them our orders
and they will give you

every satisfaction.—

Memorial Designs a
Speciality.

Telephone : 5355. Mayfair.

Mr.
Captain Gore

Malcolm Mitchell—Chair,

Hastings—Suffrage Club—Mrs. Harkness
Nelson Salam—Women's Guild—Mrs. Cooper
Didsbury (Manchester)—Wilmslow Road—Meeting 

in the room over the Co-operative 
Stores

7.30

6.30

3.30

3.30

8.15
4.30

3.15-5

FEBRUARY 26.
Leeds—9, Park Lane—" At Home "—The Rev. 

Draper (Rector of Adel)
High Wycombe—Guildhall—Debate—Pro., Miss K. 

Raleigh, Anti . (Not fixed).
Sevenoaks—Kippington Room—Chair, Mrs. Okey—

Speaker, Miss Beatrice Hankey
Soham (E. Cambs.)—Speaker, Mrs.

Duologue,
Chicky."

Cornholm—Mutual Improvement

Chat with

8.15

Ramsey
. Mrs.

Afternoon.
Society-—Mrs.

THE PUREST FORM 
of SOAP PRODUCED.

Cooper
Llandaf—Drawing-room meeting—Hostess, Mrs.

Herbert Thompson, Miss Helen
Fraser

Newport—Y.M.C.A. Hall—Debate — Miss Helen
Fraser v. Representative N.L.O.W.S.

Thorpe—Mrs. Scott’s meeting—Mrs. Dempster

FEBRUARY 27.
Bournemouth—St. Peter's Hall—Joint Public meet- 

ing H.U.W.S.S. and C.U.W.F.A. 
—Speaker, The Lady Betty Balfour— 
Chair, The Rev. E. J. Kennedy (Vicar 
of St. John's, Boscombe)—Tickets 18. 
and 2s., back seats free

Braintree—Miss Harrison's Drawing-room meeting 
—Speaker, Mrs. Walker.

FEBRUARY 28.
Reading—7, Town Hall Chambers—Members’ meeting
Swindon—Mechanics’ Institute—Miss Abadam, " The 

White Slave Traffic: Its Causes and 
Cure”

MARCH 1.
Woking—Central Assembly Hall—Chair, The Lady 

Betty Balfour—Speaker, Miss Philippa 
Fawcett and others (tea 4.30)

London.
FEBRUARY 21.

London Reception—Westminster Palace Hotel— 
Chair, The Hon. Mrs. Spencer Graves. 
Speakers, Mrs. Henry Fawcett, LL.D., 
Mrs. O. A. V. Conybeare, Miss Emily 
Hill, P.L.G. 3.30

3.0

For use with all fine fabrics 
such as Laces, Blouses, Silks, 
etc., or with Flannels and 
Woollens usually liable to 

shrinkage.

To be obtained in Id and 3d, Packets 
from all Stores, Grocers or Oilmen, 
or send Id, stamp to Dept. C.C., for 

Free Sample.

JOHN KNIGHT LTD.,
Soapmakars by Appointment to H.M. King 

George V.

The Royal Primrose Soap Works, 
London, E. ,

Buy the Royal Primrose Soap from the Suffrage 
Shop, 54, Long Row, Nottingham. Send for 
Price List and Samples. All profits to the cause.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS, All Readorg are earnest]- urged give preference to

PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS.
"Wot exceeding 10 words: 1 insertion, 9d. 2 insertionst 
18. 3d. 3 insertionot 1s. 6d. 6 insertionst 2s. 9d. 13 
insertions^ 5s. 6d. Every additional'ten words, 6d. extra 
per insertion. All payments for Advertisements should be 
made to The Common Cause Publishing Co., Ltd., 2, 
Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

REE! FREE!!—Over 200 Patterns Genuine
Irish Linen fabric—“ Flaxzella." Ideal for 

skirts and blouses. Smart, washable, durable. Beau
tiful shades; new designs; fast colours. .Write to-day! 
—Hutton's, 159, Larne, Ireland. .

OR SALE.—Nice Airedale bitch puppy; age 3 months, 
price 90s. Mother from Major Richardson’s ken- 

nels; father exceptional house and watch dog. Apply 
Mrs. Harold Cock, Kingsland House, Shrewsbury.

National Union Council—The 
Galleries, . Grafton Street, W. 
sion by ticket only

FEBRUARY 28.
London Reception—Westminster Palace

Ohair, Miss Edith Palliser. S 
The Rev. Llewellyn Smit 
Florence Willey, Members

. N.U.W.S.S. Council

SCOTLAND.

Grafton
Admis-

9.0—11.30

Hotel, 
peakers, 
h. Dr. 
of the

3.30—6.15

FEBRUARY 21.
Glasgow—202, Hope Street—Hostess, Miss Stuart 

Paterson. Speaker, Dr. Everett 
M'Laren, “ Eugenios "

Dundee—Foresters' Hall—Annual Meeting
Address : Ohair, Miss E. Monro Miller

Tayside—Small Blyth Hall, Newport—Miss Crompton
Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place—“ At Home ”— 

Speaker, Miss Evelyn Maclaren, 
LL.B.

Stranraer—The Cross—Chair, Miss Coyle—Speaker, 
Mrs. Abbott

FEBRUARY 22.
Dundee—The Chantant—Forester’s West Halls—

Sketch—Address, Miss Alice Crompton,
B.A.—Music—Ohair, Lady Baxter

Castle Douglas—Town **-"‘ Th* ""* — "
Speaker,

Hall—Chair, Miss 
Mrs. Abbott

Gordon—

4.30

FEBRUARY 24.
Kirkcudbright—Tow 

Speaker,
Hall—Chair, Ml. 
Mrs. Abbott

Robson—

FEBRUARY 25.
Twynholm—Village Hall—Chair, Miss

Speaker, Mrs Abbott
Glasgow—202, Hope Street—Speaker's Class

FEBRUARY 28.
Edinburgh—40, Shandwick Place—" At

Coyle—

11.30

Home ”
Speaker, Mrs. Guyer

Glasgow—202, Hope Street—Miss Alice Younger, 
M.A. (Dublin), " Labour Exchange "‘— 
Hostess, Miss Edith Stewart

Orief—Strathearn Institute—The Rev. Millar 
Patrick (Perth), “ The Women's 
Suffrage Question from a Religious 
Point of View'

4.30

MEETINGS ADDRESSED BY MEMBERS 
OF THE UNION.

FEBRUARY 22.
Ba cup—National History Rooms—Workers’ Educa- 

tional Association. Mrs. " T
(Rochdale), " Woman’s 
Society ”

George Chew 
Position in

7.30

FEBRUARY 24.
B ri st ol-■Women’s Co-operative Guild, 

Mrs. Tanner
Bedminster,

Olayoross—B.W.T’A. United Methodist Vestry— 
Mrs. Cowmeadow

New Whittington—Co-operative Women’s Guild— 
Free Church Schoolroom

Dowley, near Wellington—Mrs. Ring.

FEBRUARY 25.
Birmingham—Dyson Hall, Aston Gross—Miss Fry 8.30

FEBRUARY 26.
Glasgow—St. Gilbert’s Churoh, Pollockshicld—Speakers, 

Mrs. Hunter, Miss Stuart Paterson 
lasgow—Gorbals and Lauri eston Women’s Guild—
. Speaker, Miss Marion Kerr
Vasgow—United Baking Women’s Guild—Speaker, 

Mrs. Pearce.

OD S WORD TO WOMEN has never been a word 
of disapproval and suppression. The Bible en

courages the development of woman and stands for her 
perfect equality with man, in spite of the teachings to 
the contrary. Do you wish to equip yourself for meet- 
ing the arguments of those who attempt, with sacri- 
legious hands, to throw the Bible in the way of woman's 
progress ? Do you wish to know WHERE and HOW 
they mistranslate and misrepresent it? Send 7d. (15 
cents in stamps from America), for " 101 Questions 
Answered,” a Woman's Catechism, prepared purposely 
to solve your perplexities.—Katharine Bushnell, 10a, 
Drayton Park, Highbury, London, N.

AIR FALLING OFF.—Lady who lost nearly all 
hers, and has now strong, heavy growth, sends 

particulars to anyone enclosing stamped addressed 
envelope.—Miss C. 0. Field, Glendower, Shanklin.

OLD FALSE TEETH.—We give highest possible 
prices for above. Offers made; if unacceptable, 

teeth returned. Dealers in old Gold and Silver in any 
form. Bankers’ references. Straightforward dealing.— 
Woolfall and Company, Southport.

EDUCATIONAL AND 
PROFESSIONAL#

RIDLINGTON.—High School for Girls. Modern 
. — Education. Extensive Grounds. Large Staff 

of University Women. Boarding-house on sea-front 
for a limited number of boarders, under the personal 
supervision of the head mistress and some of the 
staff. For illustrated prospectus apply. Head 
Mistress. >

(OUNTRY NURSING AND CONVALESCENT 
. HOME. Penn S Lane, Erdington, near Bir- 
mingham.. For Paying Patients. (Under the dis- 
"inguished patronage of the Countess of Bradford ) 
Medical, Surgical, Massage. Permanent Patients re- 
ceived in Homes. (Care of one delicate child.) Fully 
certificated. Hospital - trained Nurses sent out on 
application.—Miss C. Fallows, Matron. Telephone 
117 Erdington. Telegrams: “Nursing, Erdington.”

RLAStT McLachlan, Typist, 4, Chapel Walk 
Manchester.

OEVENOAKS, KENT.—Bradbourne College. Ola- 
established and successful School for Girls of the 

private and professional classes, at moderate fees. 
Kindergarten under a fully trained and certificated 
mistress. Thorough education and happy home life. 
Healthy and beautiful district. For illustrated pro- 
spectus apply—The Principals.

POSITIONS VACANT

(ENERAL SECRETARY required by the Women’s 
. Tax Resistance League to meet’ increase of work. 
Business training essential.—Apply at once by letter 
to offices of the League, 10, Talbot House, St. Martin’s 
Lane, W.C.

SECRETARY Wanted (Speaker) for Suffrage 
— Society Midland manufacturing city.—Box 1578 
Common Cause Office.

ANTED.—Lady-Matron,  with good hospital training 
in Boys'. Preparatory School opening May. 

Would take position of hostess with management of 
domestic arrangements; must be bright and sympathetic; 
if musical a recommendation.—Apply stating age, 
experience, salary, etc., Dowson, Sedbergh, Yorks.

ITANTED, an Organiser for the Oxford Branch of 
the N.U.W.S.S. Apply, stating age, qualifi- 

cations, and previous experience, and enclosing 
testimonials, or giving references, to Mrs. Haverfield, 
Headington Hill, Oxford.

POSITIONS WANTED.

OUNG LADY, good family, understands horses, 
good rider, fluent French, Polish, Russian, English. 

Very fond of sport, animals, outdoor life, wants em- 
ployment; ready to do anything from breaking in 
horses and teaching them tricks, to filling post as 
companion. Apply, Box 1591, Common Cause Office.

SECOND-HAND CLOTHING wanted to buy for 
cash. Costumes, skirts, boots, underclothing, cur- 

tains, gents’ suits, trousers and children’s clothing of 
every description. Parcels sent will be valued and 
value sent by return.—Mrs. Russell, 100, Raby St., 
Byker, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

ELECTROLYSIS, Etc.

ELECTROLYSIS, FACE MASSAGE.—Emelie Barnes, 
L (certified), 43, George Street, Croydon.

TO LET.

Lake district.—To Let, small furnished house 
(from April for several months) between Amble- 

side and Hawkshead; 3 bedrooms, 3 sitting-rooms. 
Trustworthy servant left in charge.—Mrs. Renton, 
Randapike, Ambleside.

TO LET, comfortable Cottage with well stocked 
Garden and Poultry Yard; successfully run by 

a lady as business. Incoming for whole of stock and 
plant, £50. Excellent market assured. Rent £19 10s.
Miss Forster, King’s Somborne, Hants.

WHERE TO LIVE.
(Town.)

Hostel FOR ladies.—Central. Highly recom- 
mended. — Miss Sullivan, 50, Osnaburgh Street, 

Portland Road Station, W. Terms moderate. Also 
Comfortably Furnished Rooms, for Ladies or Gentle
men. 3, Osnaburgh Terrace. Tel.: 820 North.

ADY Student. Comfortable home, Highgate;
near Tube, ‘bus, G.N.R. station, Highgate, 

Queen’s Woods; share cheerful study with daughter ; 
terms moderate; references exchanged.—Apply Box 
1579, Common CAUSE Office.

RIVATE HOTEL FOR LADIES. Very quiet and 
refined. 13, St. George’s Square, Westminster. 

Bedroom, breakfast, bath and attendance from 48. 6d — 
Write, or wire, Miss Davies.

WHERE TO LIVE.
(Country.)

FTER-SANATORIUM, care for City Workers;
terms 25s. to 52s. 6d. weekly.— Apply Miss 

Candler, Sussex House, Bishops wood Road, Highgate, N.

Apartments to Let. Miss Edwards, Whitethorn, 
Pilmer Road, Crowborough, Sussex.

A PARTMENTS.—Mrs. Crittall, 4, Surrey Prospect, 4 Pilmer Road, Crowborough, Sussex.

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS. All Beaders are earnestly urged to give preference to OUR ADVERTISERS.
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THE SUFFRAGE CLUB,
3, YORK STREET, St. James’s, S.W. 

. The Board of Management have decided, in view of the very deep interest shown 
in the objects of the Club, to enrol a further 95 Founder Members at £1 1s. Od. 
Subscription and no Entrance Fee.

EARLY APPLICATION ADVISABLE. - 
Members are notified that Table d’HOte Lunch (1/6) and Dinner (a la Carte) are 

Served daly: Application may now be made for bedroom accommodation.
The Club has been formed as a Social Club for

MEN AND WOMEN
interested in the Suffrage Movement.

CONSTANT LECTURES ARRANGED.
LECTURE —Tuesday, February 25th, at 3.30 p.m. Speaker : Miss 

“ NINA BOYLE. Subject : Woman's Vote and the Empire

WOMEN’S FREEDOM LEAGUE, 

PUBLIC MEETING 
AT 

CAXTON HALL, 
WESTMINSTER, 2

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26th, at 3.30 p.m.
speakers—Surgeon-General EVATT, C.B. (on “ Florence Nightingale 

—The Greatest Woman Citizen ")
Miss C. NINA BOYLE.

Admission Free.

Take it when you are young—you'll 
have a good digestion when you're old,

if the mustard 
pot were as long 
as this

there might be some 
excuse to omit the 
mustard when you 
dine. But mustard is 
always waiting within 
easy reach to add 
enjoyment to the 
meal. Many a woman 
who is getting on in 
g years owes her good 
• appetite and sound 
digestion to the prac

For Sale.
Volumes I., II. & III, of

THE COMMON CAUSE
Price 8s. Gd. each. Postage 8d. each.

Bound in red, white, and green.
Indispensable as a work of reference to every Suffrage and 

Anti-Suffragist speaker and writer.
Apply, The Manager, *' Common Cause,” 2, Robert Street, Adelphi, W.C.

tice of taking mustard in her youth.

D.S.E Mustard
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