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ULU budget to be
slashed in halt

» London Student newspaper threatened by £500,000 budget cut

» Popular societies and facilities face closure

MICHAEL DEAS
NEWS EDITOR

niversity of London is to slash

funding for University of Lon-

don Union (ULU) by 50%, en-
dangering the survival of sports clubs,
societies and campaigns. It is widely
expected that London Student, the
ULU newspaper, will be forced to close
as a result of the funding cut.

The committee appointed to find a
way out of the financial troubles faced
by both University of London and
ULU has also decided to reduce the
number of sabbatical officers from
four to two. :

ULU’s relevance has declined in
recent years as a result of the Univer-
sity of London’s 19 colleges’increasing

* independence, with many successful
colleges such as LSE now offering stu-
dents the option to receive a degree
from the college rather than the Uni-
versity of London. London Student is
seen as a a link between the dispersed
colleges and concerns have been raised
that the University of London student
population will become even further
fragmented if the newspaper is closed.

Elinor Zuke, London Student edi-
tor, told The Times, “For many [the
newspaper] is the only benefit of ULU
membership,”

“It’s not our fault that ULU has
made a loss in nine of the last 10 years,
and we probably wouldn’t be defend-
ing our position if it hadn’t,” she added.

ULU also provides space and fund-
ing for societies and sports that are not
catered for within the colleges such as
Fencing, Water Polo and the Rifle and
Pistol Club. Such facilities are likely to
be hit hard and LSE students are con-
cerned that their societies and sports
clubs may not survive the budget cuts.

Philip Pacanowski, who writes for
the London Student, told The Beaver
that ULU'’s paper has “...been an es-
sential part of the ULU for many years.
It has uncovered many things which
have proved uncomfortable for the uni-
versities within ULU, and for the Uni-
versity of London itself. And that is a
good thing. Its editorial independence
has allowed it to dig deeper, to ask
questions that most other UL newspa-
pers cannot, with the exception of The
Beaver. It provides an invaluable
source of experience for those who
wish to enter journalism and offers

many opportunities to do so - remem-
ber that some University of London
student newspapers are limited in their
remit.” :
Pacanowski added that while he
was “not qualified to comment” on the
details of the ULU budget, he believed
that“ULU is committing a grave error
by shutting down the London Student,”
which is the largest student newspaper

_ in Europe.

ULU runs campaigns on a variety
of student welfare issues such as dis-
count travel and access to financial as-
sistance but Aled Fisher, @ LSE
Students’ Union (LSESU) Environ-
ment and Ethics officer, worries that
the budget cutbacks and downsizing of
the sabbatical team will affect the
Union’s campaigning clout.

"The University of London is lash-
ing out like a dying animal and attack-
ing the students of all its 19 colleges.
Despite reforms to ULU that have
made it undemocratic and ineffective,
it still had potential to be a fighting
force for students. These cuts, particu-
larly to London Student, makes the job
of creating a truly effective ULU al-
most impossible, so we have to fight
these cuts every step of the way, " he
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said.
These financial cuts come on the
back of constitutional reforms that sig-
nificantly altered the structure of ULU,
disbanding the elected Executive Com-
mittee for a centralised Board of
Trustees which is comprised of indi-
rectly elected students and four non-
student Trustees who are from an
outside organisation.
In response to the changes, ULU
President Jenifer Huseman said, “I'm
quite upset about what’s going on, not
just in the Union, but within the Uni-
versity of London itself. One of the
things I’ve been especially unhappy
with is that they’re cutting student
representation from the main gov-
erning body.”
Despite the serious implica-
tions of the budget cut, ULU offi-
cials have repeatedly refused to
comment on the report, claim-
ing that it is not in the public
interest to do so. Zuke told The
Times that “this is secrecy for se-
crecy’s sake and that is mani-
festly against the public
interest.” The report itself is
published on 18 January.
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Less Bristih
Students in UK
universities
THE number of British stu-
dents enrolled in UK universi-
ties has dropped by 2%, partly
due to the introduction of vari-

able tuition fees.

More overseas and EU stu-
dents are getting into UK insti-
tutions.

A spokesperson for
University UK said the trend
“demonstrated the UK to be
one of the leading internation-
al destinations for students

‘looking for a quality higher
education experience”.

- Teachers™
Oxbridge miscon-
ceptions

TEACHERS do not encourage

their pupils to apply to
Oxbridge due to misconcep-
tions about the universities, a
poll for the Sutton Trust sug-
gested.

Sir Peter Lamp, the chari-
ty’s chairman, believes that
"more needs to be done to dis-
pel the myths about Oxbridge
and other leading universities".

Oxford university has
increased their "resources
regarding school liaison and
widening participation”,

according to its director of
undergraduate admissions.

EPIGRAM

24hours Library
Campaign in
Bristol

THE University of Bristol
Students’ Union has launched a
campaign for a 24 hours open-
ing of their Library.

Other claims made by the
campaign regard the “pitifully
low” number of core texts
available as well as computer
and study space facilities.

Students | Russmn
Roulette

STUDENTS are easy prey for
gambling websites. As the cost
of students’ life keeps increas-
ing, websites promising to
“make you rich quickly” are
more and more appealing.
Professor of Psychology
George Meldrum warned that
gambling was potentially as
dangerous as alcoholism or
drugs use though less easy to
spot for family and friends.

THE

Teaching Research
Methods

STUDENTS should be taught
about research rather than
about what their lecturers
study.

New reasearch found that
students should be evaluated in
a way which mirrors .peers
evaluation injournals. o * 7

23 April 1974

Houghton Street -
excitement mounts.

HOUGHTON Street is becoming
dangerously close to being closed to
vehicular traffic. The Secretary of
State for the Environment proposes
to “make an order”under S.212 of
the Town and Country Planning Act
1971. When such an order is made
the closure of the street becomes
operative, it usually being physical-
ly closed upon the publication of the

“order” some two or three weeks
after the “order” has been made.

What the Secretary of State has
done is to publish a draft of the
“order”. This he did on March 29th,
1974. Twenty-eight days are allowed
for the inspection of “this draft
order” in which time, people may
object to it. If no obJectlon is
recelved the “draft order” becomes
an“order” and the long boring battle
will be over as from the end of april.

But, if an objection is made, a
local enquiry will have to be held to
decide if the objection is valid.

' Total raised so far:

£9,649.70

including:

Great Ormond Street Hospital
Children's Charity

& . ,600

Marie Curie
Cancer Care

. But we'’re not finished yet!
How will you get involved?
© RAG Raids? Hitch to Paris?
. Or do it your way!
. Find out more at:
www.lsesurag.com

Speaker’s Corner

Could you cure Alzheimer’s disease with your screensaver?

sound like an audacious claim to make on behalf of

Q. potential tool for curing Alzheimer’s disease may
the humble screensaver, but in the case of

Folding@Home, that’s exactly what it is.

aforementioned diseases.

comes in.

folding on
computer.

You see, Alzheimer’s disease, like cystic fibrosis,
Huntington’s disease and BSE, is caused by proteins ‘mis-
folding’. Proteins ‘fold’ when they are assembling themselves
to carry out important biological functions. If they fold
incorrectly, things start going wrong -
and eventually you end up with the

Confused? Don’t worry if you are.
Nobody really understands protein folding
- and that’s exactly where your screensaver

In order to get a better under-
standing of how proteins fold and
why misfolding occurs, it is necessary
for scientists to simulate protein

a

However, in order to perform the millions of calculations
required, you'd need an absolutely huge computer - or lots
of little ones.

So thats why the clever people at Stanford developed
Folding@Home. By downloading a small piece of software,
your computer can run the processes in background, or as a
screensaver, utilising the ordinarily unused CPU cycles on
your machine. It’s easy to pause the program is you want to
use your computer for something particularly intensive, and
you can set it to stop running automatically if your laptop
switches to battery power.

So what are you waiting for? You can help further the
advancement of science, not by donating money, but by
donating idle computer time. While you procrastinate in

front of your laptop, you can be happy in the knowledge
that at least one of you is getting some productive
work done. http://folding.stanford.edu/

Got a cause or campaign for Speaker’s Corner?
Email thebeaver.editor@lse.ac.uk

L ondon News

GuanIt)argaénto Bay

HUMAN rights campaigners
held an all-night vigil outside
the US embassy to call for an
end of illegal detention prac-
tices at Guantanamo to mark
the sixth anniversary of the
centre’s creation.

The  protesters  wore
Orange jump suits and spent
the night in a mock-up prison
cell.

Similar actions took place
across the world in countries
including UK, Japan, Israel,
Bahrain and Germany.

“Today is not a day of pas-
sive remembrance but one for
action: governments and citi-
zens across the world should
call on the US authorities to
bring their detention policies
and practices into line with
international law” read a
statement on the Amnesty
International website.

Ten stabbings
first elght days of
January

TWO men have been remand-
ed in custody after appearing
in court charged with the
murder of an 18-year old.
Faridon Alizada was killed
after being stabbed twice in
the chest in South East
London on January 5. Two of
his friends were also wounded
in the attack.

The incident was one of a
spate of stabbings in London
that marred the beginning of
the new year.

Three men were stabbed in
a Brixton market place fol-
lowing a row between two
groups of men last week.

Lolr)xqg)%, ge:}je&lers |

GENETICIST Steve Jones, of
UCL, has likened the behav-
iour of late-night drinkers to
that of Cro-mangon man, who
lived in Europe 40,000 years
ago.

“I walk through Camden
Town of an evening and often
think I'm surrounded by Cro-
Magnons rather than modern
humans. They behave in exact-
ly the same way. They behave
in an entirely irresponsible
and repellent way which no
doubt they did 50,000 years
ago” he told a radio show.

Cro-Magnons were similar
to present-day man in
physique but lived in huts and
hunted for food. They survived
Neanderthals, who were more
backward than homo sapiens.

Labour attack

Boris’ crime plan

CONSERVATIVE mayoral
candidate Boris Johnson has
launched a five-point plan to
cut gang erime last week. He
promised to take action
including "designing out crime
a key priority in the London
Plan so we don’t make the
mistakes of the past."

But the Labour Party
attacked the plans and said
that current gang violence had
been caused by “Tory cuts in
Police numbers in the 1990s”

Green Party Mayoral can-
didate Sian Berry said
Johnson’s proposals carried
"an implication that he will
increase the targeting of
young black Londonex& ]



LSE Alum Kibaki p

ushes on as

violence continues in Kenya

DAVID
WOODBRIDGE

enyan President Mwai
: - Kibaki has been
accused of rigging last

month’s Presidential by a range
of international obsevers,
including both the UN and the
- EU

Kibaki, an LSE alumnus
who graduated in 1959 with a
BSc in Economics, won the
election by just 230,000 votes
out of a total electorate of over
10 million and it is believed
that the alleged malpractices
could easily have manufac-
tured the victory. Some officers
of the Kenyan Electoral
Commission, who recorded
turnout in one province as
115%, are believed to be com-
plicit in the fraud.

Kibaki, however, has
remained defiant and swore in
new members of his Cabinet
last Thursday.

John Kufuor, the Ghanaian
President, met with Kibaki and
opposition leader Raila Odinga
on separate occasions last week
to discuss a solution to the
ongoing violence sparked by
the allegations of electoral
fraud. So far these clashes have
claimed more than 600 lives.
Odinga and his party, the
Orange Democratic Movement,
threatened to resume protests
following the apparent failure
of Rufuor's mediation attempt.

Originally elected on an
anti-corruption ticket in 2002,
ousting Daniel Arap Moi’s

Mwai Kibaki, right, and leader of the opposition orange party, Raila Odinga, left

kleptocratic regime, Mwai
Kibaki has since become
embroiled in countless corrup-
tion scandals of his own. In
2005, the UK High
Commissioner to Kenya, Sir
Edward Clay, claimed that
‘massive looting’ had continued
under Kibaki.

Kibaki is not the first LSE
alumni to attract notoriety.

Perhaps the most well-
known of these is Ilich Ramirez
Sanchez, better known as
Carlos the Jackal. The
Venezuelan-born terrorist
caused the deaths of three peo-
ple during a 1975 raid on the
OPEC headquarters in Vienna.

Sanchez enrolled at the
University of London and took
several courses at the LSE in
the 1970s. He is currently serv-
ing a life sentence at Clairvaux
Prison in France.

The school can also claim
another terrorist, Omar Sheikh,
amongst its alumni. The
Islamic militant came to inter-
national attention with his
alleged role in the 2002 kid-
napping and murder of Wall
Street Journal reporter Daniel
Pearl. = Sheikh studied
Mathematics and Statistics,
and is currently on death row
in Pakistan pending judicial
appeal.

However, Will Mears, a
first-year Business
Mathematics and Statistics
undergraduate, stated that he
“didn't believe he was in any
danger” of following in
Sheikh's footsteps, implying
there is not necessarily a con-
nection between School curric-
ula and future careers involv-
ing kidnap and murder. Six
months after graduation, the
class of 2006 remained largely
uninvolved with international
terrorism, with the largest
grouping (32.3%) preferring
instead to work in banking,
financial services and account-
ancy.

The school refused to issue
a statement regarding the
actions of Kibaki, with a
spokesperson claiming that“we
don't comment about individ-
ual staff or students without
their knowledge and consent”.
Unlike Messrs Sanchez and
Sheikh he is, however, men-
tioned on the school website's
list of notable figures with a
connection to the LSE.

Profile: Mwai Kibaki

sBorn 1931 in Nyeri, 180km
north of Nairobi into the
Kikuyu tribe.
*Graduated in 1955 with a
degree in  Economics,
History and  Political
Makerere
College,

Science at
University
Kampala.
=Graduated with a BSc in
Public Finance from LSE in
1959 :

=Joined Moi’s KANU party

in 1960, becoming an MP in
1963

=Served in various ministe-
rial positions between 1963-
78.

«Made Vice President in
1978, dropped by Moi in
1988

«Left KANU in 1991, form-
ing the Democratic Party
«Elected President of Kenya
2002

LSE publishes ‘so

ERICA GORNALL

SE has become one of the

I first universities to pub-

lish a list of ‘soft’ A levels

that could prevent some stu-
dents gaining a place.

Pupils taking A-Levels in
subjects such as Media Studies
or Music Technology may find
their application turned down
in favour of applicants taking
more “rigorous” A-Levels . The
LSE has also warned that stu-
dents applying taking more
than one soft subject will not
normally be considered.

The 14 ‘Non- preferred’
subjects also include A levels
such as Tourism Studies and
Sports Studies.

However, there has been
some confusion over the choice
of subjects that are deemed
softer. Students taking A level
Law, which is specific to a
future degree and profession
has been designated a ‘non-
preferred’ subject. Catherine
Baldwin, Head of Admissions
at LSE, said that “the LLB at
LSE is a rigorous and demand-
ing programme which covers
the foundations of legal knowl-
edge. Traditional academic A
levels (in the sciences, humani-
ties, arts and social sciences)
provide a more effective prepa-
ration for the programme than
vocational A levels [such as A
level Law} ? 0L 2961 SEU

Other subjects which
appear relevant to study at the
LSE such as Business Studies
and Accounting have also been
blacklisted.

The move follows years of
growing numbers of pupils
being awarded A grades which
has made it harder for univer-

‘Non-preferred subjects’:

Media Studies

‘ Business Studies

Photography

Travel & Tourism

sities to distinguish between
candidates on grades alone.
Wendy Piatt, the director-gen-
eral of the Russell Group of
elite UK universities, has
revealed that most top institu-
tions are likely to introduce
similar practice in “providing a

Cambridge university
recently has published a list of
20 A levels that it deems to be
easier than ‘traditional’ sub-
jects.

LSE students are divided
over whether the trend to
blacklist certain A levels is the
best way to distinguish
between students. Fadhil
Bakeer Markar, LSE Students’
Union (LSESU) General
Secretary, points out that
whilst such a move makes it
more clear to prospective stu-
dents, it also means that people
may not choose the subjects
that interest them.

“It gives a clear message to
students saying to them that
these are the subjects that are
valid,” said Bakeer Markar,
“but it can effect the negative
way that it lets down students
as they will not be able to do
what they actually like."

Kristin Heivoll, a second
year International Relations
student feels that such distinc-
tions between subjects is unfair
on students that don’t know
what they want to do at 16. "An
A level is an A level,” she said.
“You don't always know what
you want to do when you pick
your A levels"

The LSE points out that
preferring subjects to others is
not new; in 1999, the prospec-
tus warned that ‘vocational’
subjects were ‘non-preferred.’

steex, o wpreferred. combinas ¢ JLike,Markar, many, students, . school pupils care

- tions of A levels”.

feel that making clear exactly

A-level list

what subjects are non-pre-
ferred is-fairer to prospective
students making A level choic-
es.

Alex, now a student at
Bristol studying Economics,
was a student who found that
studying A level Business
Studies prevented him from
applying for Economics at the
LSE. He was told at an Open
day that they would not accept
Business Studies as an A level.

The LSE insists that they
make it clear to prospective
students what subjects are
suitable for their courses and
which ones are not. Baldwin
asserts, “Flyers advertising this
website were sent to all schools
in the UK and distributed at

exhibitions, fairs and open
days”.
However, pressure for

schools to perform in A Level
league tables has led students
such as Alex to fear that teach-
ers are not always being honest
about which A levels are acept-
able to universities. “I feel that
if my school been open about
which courses it believes to be
acceptable, especially when
choosing which subjects to
continue to A2 level, it would
have been possible for me to
make a fair application, “ he
said.

The director-general of the
Russell Group Universities has
also raised concern that state

taking a combination of sub-

jects which put them-at a dis-
advantage". Research from the
Russell Group has revealed
that private schools study a
much higher proportion of ‘tra-
ditional” subjects than state
schools.

With applications per place
reaching record levels at the
LSE, it is feared that having
even one ‘non-preferred’ sub-
ject may rule some students out
of the running altogether.

However, the LSE denies
that this list will disadvantage
pupils from state schools and
lower income groups. Instead,
it argues, the clear list means
that students themselves can
be aware of their choices more
easily.

“The clarity of our position
has been greatly appreciated by
teachers and prospective appli-
cants since it gives them the
guidance they need to make
appropriate decisions regard-
ing subject choices,” said
Baldwin from LSE Admissions.

Other students have agreed.
Speaking to Pulse Radio earlier
in the week, one Second year
Government student said that
it was “fair enough.”

“There are some subjects
that won't prepare you for the
rigour that the LSE requires so
to say that we don't accept
some subjects is fair enough, “

.she said.
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Umon Jack

With alcohol-laced perspira-
tion still oozing from his clam-
my hands and laboured body,
Jack stumbled into the
Convention. His watch had led
him to believe that he was late,
forcing Jack into an ill-advised
sprint to the finish from the
gutter he found himself in ear-
lier in the day. Despite having
gone ten days into the New
Year, Jack remained under the
influence - his ailing constitu-
tion wunable to purge the
immense amounts of booze he
had diluted his blood with over
the holiday season.

Swinging the doors open
wildly and narrowly failing to
kill two innocent observers in
his way, Jack could not hide his
surprise at the swathes of blue
before his eyes. The Union was
absent. The Convention bereft
of its members. The Union
Fuehrer Baker Maker, alone on
his perch, cut a forlorn figure
praying for a miracle. The order
papers shoved into Jack’s face
revealed the extent of the
malaise. A mere two motions,
vaguely worded and ideologi-
cally bland, left even the most
loyal of Convention goers bit-
terly disappointed with the
prospect of a uninspired
debate.

Jack settled into his corner
quietly and cried. If he had
known that the  first
Convention of the year would
be such an inane affair, he
wouldn’t have stabbed that
innocuous teenage cyeclist just
for a timesaving ride to school.
Even as tears rolled down his
face, Jack couldn’t help but
notice that his eye fluids
looked a tad yellow, with a
faint scent of Fosters. Damn
that three-week binge drinking
spree.

But before Jack could
drown himself in his teary
cesspool by wallowing in an
ocean of self-pity, Baker Maker
declared the proceedings open.
The Union needed to decide on
its commissar; a new fascist for
the New Year. Yid Tittybum
threw himself forth from the
get-go. Boasting a progressive
programme of reform and effi-
ciency, Tittybum was a spright-
ly candidate of change. And he
did not run just on a promise of
change. His amazing atten-
dance boosted his electoral cre-
dentials; he was running on
fifty-one weeks of change. But
trust the old guard to spoil his
efforts. Tarzan Marwah swung
quickly into contention by
rehashing his ten weeks of
Spartan discipline and ruthless
skulduggery; his slogan in sum-
mary was a gut-wrenching
cadence of “9/11.”

Even as the heavyweights
dealt blows across the
Convention floor, Jack. espied
the rising star of GI Joe
Midway. His refreshing gait
rode on a wave of grassroots
popularity. His lack of politick-
ing and diplomatic know-how
could not shroud his aura of
change and the audacity of his
hope.

Voting began at the behest
of the Fuehrer. The Committee
of Union Safety stretched their
lamentable quantitative skills
to the limit, trying to pass arbi-
trary judgement on the fate of
the Union. Amidst a hail of
fanfare, the results were
revealed to anxious ears; the
Union put its future on the
ticket of Midway’08. ..




Beaver | 15 January 2008

Osborne blames Brown
for credit crunch fall

MICHAEL DEAS

NEWS EDITOR

hadow Chancellor
SGeorge Osborne has used

a speech at the LSE to
attack Gordon Brown’s reputa-
tion for economic prudence.
Speaking to business leaders
on Friday, Osborne accused the
Prime Minister of failing to “fix
the roof when the sun was
shining” and said Brown was
personally responsible for leav-
ing “Britain more exposed than
any other developed economy
to the current financial crisis.”

Excessive borrowing, high-
er taxes and more regulation
have left Britain ill-prepared to
cope with financial turbulence,
he argued.

Osborne used the speech to
repeatedly lay the blame for the
fall-out from the credit crisis,
such as the collapse of Nothern
Rock, at the door of Gordon
Brown. “We've got used to
Gordon Brown boasting about
his reputation for economic
competence but his actions
betray him. Let’s be clear: the
trigger may have been pulled
by American sub-prime lenders
- but the gun was loaded in

Downing Street.”

After the talk, Osborne was
interviewed by Pulse reporter
Rob Charnock.

Osborne told Charnock
that he did not see students as
a separate constituency but
that Conservative policy would
benefit them. “Our proposal to

“abolish stamp duty for first

time buyers will be a great help
to students leaving and want-
ing to get on the housing lad-
der.”

“Plans to make sure that
Britain is the most competitive
economy in the world to ensure
that when you leave the LSE
there are great jobs for you to
go to and you don’t have to go
overseas,” he added.

However, Osborne said that
he believed. the debate on
tuition fees was over.“ In order
to have well funded higher
education we need variable
tuition fees. But what we’ve got
to do is make sure that those
who can’t afford tuition fees
get the help they need and that
people from low-income back-
grounds are not deterred from
going to university by tuition
fees and explain to them what
a benefit university is.”

Osborne also argued that

students don’t necessarily have
to sew up .a top job whilst at
university, “Just pause and
think. There are so many jobs
out there and so many things
you can do in life that aren’t
always immediately apparent
to you and don’t always have a
stall at a careers fair.”

>Je also spoke about the
Conservatives’ climate change
policy. "It is thanks to our pres-
sure that we now have a cli-
mate change bill passing
through parliament. What we
want is binding targets. We
want it to ve clear that the 60%
reduction in greenhouse emis-
sions by 2050 isn’t just some
target which politicians talk
about but there is actually an
independent body which moni-
tors it.”

Rob Charnock told The
Beaver ”George Osborn is just
another sleazy Tory — it could
have been a great talk, had he
discussed more than just
Gordon Brown’s shortcom-
ings.” The talk had supposed to
be about the British response
to the credit crisis.

Osborne has recently come
under scrutiny for his failure to
declare £487,000 he received
from donors.

LSE student monitors
Georgian elections

PHILIP
PACANOWSKI

Second Year Economic
AHistory student was

part of a delegation
monitoring the conduct of
Georgian presidential elections
which took place earlier this
month.

Antonia Strachey visited
the village of Marneuli and the
capital Thbilisi, and met with
the Central Election
Commission. Speaking to The
Beaver, Antonia said that the
elections were largely fair,
although there were signs of
incompetence and confusion,

judging them “flawed, not
fraudulent.”
Strachey  first visited

Marneuli, a village 90 minutes
outside of Thilisi, with an
Azerbaijani majority. Some of
its population were unaware of
the elections taking place: “We
asked two old ladies for direc-
tions to the nearest polling sta-
tion, and they replied, ‘elec-
tions? What elections?’.”

The officials at the polling
station seemed not to under-
stand the electoral procedure;
there was “a pervading sense of
chaos.” Another polling station
reportedly took place in “basi-
cally a corridor,” which led to
overcrowded conditions in
which some voters were being
turned away. Antonia believes
the mismanagement in these
circumstances was “not con-
ducive to a normal election
process.”

A 3
Pro Europe incumbent Mikhail Saakashvili was re-elected with fifty-two percent of the vote

During a visit to the
Central Election Commission,
she discovered that the officials
were failing to publish the ear-
liest election counts faxed from
polling stations on the internet,
despite promises to do so.

Strachey observed that in
Thilisi the process was better
organised. There, the electoral
procedure was observed and
carried out “consistently” she
said.

The elections were impor-
tant to those involved: various
debates regarding the ballot
papers became quite heated,
whigh meant. that.the counting
took “much longer than would

~—

have been reasonable.”

The ubiquitous presence of
the International Society for
Fair Elections and Democracy
(ISFED), a respected interna-
tional NGO, gave the elections
greater credibility.

Despite the police presence
at some polling stations — ille-
gal according to the electoral
code — there were also domestic
observers, both neutral and
partisan.

Strachey stressed that
Georgia is “just such a wonder-
ful place”, and is confident that
tourists will continue to visit.
The President of the Georgian
Society Ia Gabunia told The

Beaver that Georgia is still a
popular tourist location, in
particular for its food and cul-
ture. Ia says that the people of
Georgia are “intelligent”, and
have had a “lively democratic
history”.

Both Antonia and Ia agreed
that the politics of Georgia,
particularly the more autocrat-
ic government practices, arose
from the country’s resistance to
“pullying” by neighbouring
Russia, a state which has had
tense relations with Georgia

“since the collapse of the

Communist bloc.

SEE FEATURES P.16

Shadow Chancellor George Osborne with Pulse Radio repoter Rob Charnock

Grimshaw visits o

Morrocco and Oslo

TOMAS GUILHERME
da COSTA

ager to escape the
E London weather and to
learn more about the
economics of a fast developing
North African country , 9 mem-
bers of the Grimshaw
International Relations Club
went to Morocco during the
holidays. The theme of the trip
was tourism and its effect on
Moroccan society; this was one
of the two trips the Grimshaw
Club offered its members dur-
ing the holidays, the other one
being to Oslo on the topic of
environmental sustainability.
The schedule was extreme-
ly packed, including meetings
with the CGEM (General
Confederation of Moroccan
Business), the British
Consulate, 2 Universities, the
OCP (Phosphate Office, largest
company in Morocco), the
ONMT (National Tourism
Office) and the Rabat Regional
Investment Centre. The trip
took the group from the
bustling metropolis of
Casablanca to the peaceful and
organised city of Rabat, ending
in the centre of the famous
Jemaa El Fna square in
Marrakech. 5
Through the economical,
political and developmental
capitals respectively, the party
recieved as much of an
overview of the Kingdom as we
could get in 5 days. Contentious
issues, such as the social impli-
cations of the new Bouregreg
Development Project between

Rabat and Salé, were the focus

of many questions and discus-
sions.

On the first evening
Grimshaw hosted an alumni
dinner in Casablanca, in which
they met Dr. Mahdi Elmandjra,
who graduated from LSE in
1957 and is now one of the
leading academics in Morocco.

A selection of his books,
which he kindly donated, will
be available in the library soon.

On the second evening the
LSE students were invited to a
dinner hosted by the Vice-
President of the Moroccan
British Society, who was help-
ful in arranging meetings for
our and guided tours to several
monuments.

Antonia Strachey, who took
part in the Oslo trip, told The
Beaver she enjoyed her visit,
“When we were talking to the
wide array of politicians,
NGOs, and public servants they
talked seriously about 'duty’.
Duty to those who have missed
out in their own country, and
an international duty to other
countries who are less well off
then them, which is, let's face
it, pretty much everyone.

“Somehow the Norwegians
have framed their own self
interest in a way that includes
the well-being of the world. Of
course this does not apply to
everyone there, nor to every
organisation but there was a
subtle atmosphere of that kind
of outward looking, long term
outlook which I found deeply
admirable especialy in contrast
to our increasingly apathetic

and short termist trans-
Atlantic culture.”
JIXSVOR T35S D2I30U
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‘Red’ Ken Livingstone backed by LSE

‘Students’ Union General Secretary

PATRICK CULLEN
NEWS EDITOR

adhil Bakeer-Markar,
FLSE Students’ Union

(LSESU) General
Secretary and Ruhana Alj,
LSESU Education and Welfare
Officer, signed a letter printed
in The Guardian on 5 January
calling for “Ken Livingstone to
be re-elected mayor of London
-on May 1”, which appeared to
be on behalf of the LSESU.

The letter was also signed
by Diane Abbot MP, and mem-
bers of the students unions of
London Metropolitan
University, University of East
London and SOAS. It attacked
Boris Johnson, the
Conservative Party candidate
for Mayor, saying that he “...
has insulted many of London’s
communities” and that Johnson
would “undermine” London’s
community spirit.

Ken Livingstone has been
criticised in the past for sup-
porting the cleric Dr Al-
Qaradawi, who holds “homo-
phobic and mysoginist” views,

according to Peter Tatchell of
OutRage! Other controversies
include Livingstone’s infamous
outburst attacking Oliver
Finegold, an Evening Standard
journalist for being “just like a
concentration camp guard”.

Livingstone is also,
famously, the man behind the
congestion charge and the
defeat of the government’s pro-
posal for the introduction of
public-private partnership on
the London Underground.

Rachael O’Rourke, a
Second Year economics stu-
dent, told The Beaver that “this
is ridiculous. Not everyone in
the Labour party supports Ken,
and there’s no way that a
majority of the Students’ Union
supports him.” :

Without a mandate from
the Union General Meeting
(UGM), neither Bakeer-Markar
or Ali can sign such a letter
other than in their personal
capacity as students without
breaching the LSESU'’s consti-
tution. The published letter
strongly implies that this is not
the case, and that Bakeer-
Markar and Ali signed on

behalf of the LSESU.
Following the controver-
sial An-Najah letter, which
called on students to oppose
the Isreali occupation of
Palestine, also signed by
Bakeer-Markar, the fact that
the General Secretary has
signed a second contentious
letter without being mandated
to do so has come under fire
from Daisy Mitchell-Forster,
the LSESU Women’s Officer.
“To give unequivocal back-
ing to Livingstone without con-
sultation is certainly unfortu-
nate, especially when he is yet
to deliver board transport dis-
counts for London’s students.
Boris Johnson may well be a
bigot, but Ken is far from the
ideal choice for voters who
demand social and environ-
mental justice, ” she said.
However, Bakeer-Markar
told The Beaver that “The
word ‘we’ implies [that] the
above individuals have signed
in their own capacities.”
“This letter was signed by
me as Fadhil Bakeer-Markar, a
student at the LSE and as a
member of the LSE Students

Union, I have not signed as
General Secretary nor on
behalf of LSESU students
union. Therefore I don’t think
that there is anything that is
unconstitutional about this at
all.” :

Ruhana Ali also defended
the letter, telling The Beaver
that it “was signed in my per-
sonal capacity as an individual
of the Students’ Union. The let-
ter we sent to The Guardian
expressly said that we were
signing in our personal capaci-
ty, which is why our officer
titles were not included. To
suggest that we are signing on
behalf of the Students’ Union is
misleading, given the facts.”

“I don’t think
there is anything
unconstitutional

about this at all.”

Bakeer-Markar
General Secretary

Ken Livingstone, London Mayor, who is funnig against
Boris Johnson, Brian Paddick, Brian Haw and Sian Berry

High

Holborn Hall - broken lifts
cockroach infes

ration

The expensive High Holborn Hall of Residence is located near Covent Garden

HENRY LODGE
NEWS EDITOR

igh Holborn Hall of
Residence has been
undergoing a series of

maintenance problems, from
lifts being out of service to
water cuts. One of the two main
lifts has been out of service
since last term.

A sign up advises students
to take the adjacent lift, or the
service lift in the rear of the
building, apologises for the
inconvenience and is signed
‘Hall Maintenance Team 13th
December 2003’. Perhaps
revealing the general frustra-
tion, one student has pencilled
‘WTF’ beneath.

On Monday 7 January, the
start of term, High Holborn
was without running water for
several hours. There were few
complaints, however, as by the
time most students noticed,
repairs were already underway.

Located near Covent

Garden with fees ranging from
£135 to £150 per week, the
High Holborn residence is one
of the most expensive of LSE
halls. Some residents are a lit-
tle surprised at the living stan-
dards. Ali Bustami, a first year
undergraduate and tenant told
The Beaver that “Our kitchen
has no windows, but plenty of
cockroaches. They have tried to
exterminate them, but it was
unsuccessful.”

James Pugh, a Masters stu-
dent living at High Holborn
told The Beaver that the cock-
roaches “come up through the
sink ... I put the plug in the
sink at night. You have to clear
them out every day” In addi-
tion, Pugh said that the Hall
has “never sent any message

- saying there’s a problem when

there patently is,” although he
admits that he has not yet
“actually complained.” .

The Hall has been infested
with cockroaches since last
year, when the decision was
made not to fumigate ‘due to

the Hall being used as a hotel
over the summer holidays.
Instead, traps and poison were
laid, although they do not
appear to have been successful.

Dani Barley, another first
year undergraduate, comment-
ed “I suppose with High
Holborn you are really going
for the location. The lifts are a
bit frustrating, but in general
they are pretty good about get-

ting things fixed.” At least one |

resident, Alok Parekh, is with-
out a shower in his flat until
the end of January as it under-
goes ‘repair work’.

The management has had
to cope with a number of
unruly residents, including
clamping down on late night
parties during the week, and
has in addition proposed a
blanket charge to all residents
on four occasions following
two separate incidents of graf-
fiti and two of vomiting in the
lifts.
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Preparation begins for Miss
University of London 2008

HENRY LODGE
NEWS EDITOR

n e - 2 - O n e
Entertainment, the
organisers of a series of

beauty pageants which includ-
ed Miss LSE 2007, are prepar-
ing for Miss University of
London 2008. This latest pag-
eant is to be held in central
London at Crystal on 26
February. A Facebook group
has been set up to promote the
event, calling it “an innovative
beauty pageant open to stru-
dents [sic] from all the major
London colleges”. The winner
is to receive a £250 cash prize
and the whole event is to be
filmed by Fashion TV.

Miss LSE 2007 drew a
group of protestors from LSE
Student Union’s Feminist
Society bearing signs accusing
organisers and guests of misog-
yny. Some students at the LSE
were reportedly “shocked that a
beauty pageant could take
place at what was otherwise
such a progressive institution.”

Rodolfo Graziani, organiser
of the Miss LSE 2007 event,
does not expect a large protest
at the combined pageant.
Speaking to The Beaver, he
explained: “There were no
protests at the UCL or King’s
events, it seems to be more gen-
erally accepted outside of LSE,
and since we will be drawing
on a wider number of people
for participants and guests, we
won’t have to advertise as
much within LSE.”

When asked about whether
the event would be associated
with a charity, he said:
“Following the £1250 contribu-
tion we made to Breast Cancer
Research UK from the earnings
of Miss LSE 2007, we will con-
tinue to support them.” Breast
Cancer Research UK told Daisy
Mitchell-Forster, LSESU
Women’s Officer, that they
“understood- ‘people’s : con-
aiT Ll sirpdsy sl visisol
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Natalie Hiong, Miss LSE 2007,

cerns” and that they had asked
the organisers to emphasise
that the events were run in aid

"of Breast Cancer Research,

rather than in association with
the charity, and that they
would not refuse money from
individuals. Graziani expects
Miss University of London to
be more lucrative than the
individual college pageants.
Rachel O’Rourke, chair of
the Feminist Society, warned
organisers not to be so sure.
“Just “because> there’ weren’t

bisow asill 195n0l doui ™ 2foal

and The Beaver’s coverage of the event

protests at the Miss UCL and
Miss King’s events doesn’t
mean there won’t be protestors
from their universities at Miss
University of London. We are in
discussions over how to
respond at the moment.”
Natasha Jones, a first year
undergraduate student at LSE
commented: “I don’t think that
beauty pageants should be
associated with universities —
these are places of learning, not
looks-based discrimination.”
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UGM: Elections, student
rebellion and “cool” lockers

ESTEE FRESCO
SENIOR REPORTER

he weekly LSE Union

General Meeting (UGM)

kicked off the term with
elections for Chair and Vice
Chair of the UGM. Joe
Meadway beat two other can-
didates to become Chair of the
UGM. In his speech for the
position, he promised to try
not to let the UGM get bogged
down by “petty petticisms
[sic]” and to make the UGM
more lively and entertaining.
Kevin Holder won the election
for Vice Chair unopposed. In
response to his win, Holder
joked, “It was a big relief.”
Holder was pleased by the fact
that his appointment won him
a large cheer from the audi-
ence.

The position of Keeper of
the UGM remains empty the
election was uncontested. The
Keeper is responsible for
maintaining order during the
meeting.

Plans to increase atten-
dance to the UGM were also
discussed. One student sug-
gested, “can we potentially get
UGM on the teaching time
table, so everyone thinks
they’re supposed to turn up
here?” The LSESU, in agree-
ment with the LSE, attempts
to ensure that students never
have class at 1pm on
Thursdays, when the weekly
meetings are held. Fadhil

Bakeer Markar, LSE Students’
Union (LSESU) General
Secretary, agreed to look into
the suggestion.

Despite the fact that the
UGM is open to all students,
some students remain oblivious
to its purpose or content. One
student who wished to be
anonymous said, “I know the
UGM goes on, but I don’t know
what happens at the meetings.”
Other students are too intimi-
dated to attend the UGM.
Postgraduate student Ashlee
Bledsoe said, “I've wanted to go
[to a UGM] for a while, but I've
never gone.” When she joined
the Labor Society, she was told
that students who are political-
ly left leaning traditionally sit
on the left side of the room
when they attend a UGM and
vice versa for right leaning stu-
dents. However, Bledsoe said “I
don’t want to go and sit on the
wrong side, politically.” Other
students have told The Beaver
they are afraid to ask a ques-
tion for fear of being heckled or
having paper thrown at them.

The LSESU remains the
only Students’ Union in the
country to hold weekly meet-
ings. Other Unions who hold
termly or monthly meetings
often struggle to meet quoracy.

Another topic that was dis-
cussed at the meeting was the
LSESU’s ongoing campaign to
keep the library open twenty-
four hours a day. The LSESU
General Secretary encouraged
students to sign an online peti-

UGM Election Results
10 January 2008

Chair of the UGM:

Joe Meadway

Vice Chair of the UGM ’

Kevin Holder

UGM Motions

> Commemoration of
1968 Anniversary

tion advocating for the extend-
ed library hours.

Additionally, it was
announced that new lockers
will be installed across campus
in the coming months; accord-
ing to Bakeer Markar “brand
new cool lockers.” Special lock-
ers for laptops will also be
available to students.

Finally, Aled Fisher,

LSESU Ethics and
Environment Officer, proposed
a motion for the LSESU to
commemorate the anniversary
of 1968. The motion noted that
1968 “is widely remembered as
the year of student rebellion”
as LSE students widely partic-
ipated in protests and other
forms of rebellion in 1968. The
motion passed.

Have you got what it
takes?

Eleci:ioh for
the UGM t'
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Andre

Tartar
veryone is surely aware
that Gordon Brown is
sailing treacherous

waters in naught but a dinghy.
Lambasted for his backdoor
entry into Number 10
Downing Street, his suspi-
ciously self-serving decision to
delay elections (suspicious
given his abysmal poll per-
formances), and his unilateral
decision to avoid a much-
wanted referendum on the EU
Lisbon Treaty, Gordon Brown
is facing a near mutiny not
only from an increasingly ram-
bunctious Conservative oppo-
sition, but also from within his
own party. But yet another
criticism laid at Mr. Brown's
feet; the data-loss scandals, is
wholly unfair in my opinion.
True, the loss of every child
benefit record for the UK by
Her Majesty's Revenue and
Customs (HRMC) and then the
loss of 3 million UK driver's
license records by an IT sub-
contractor is serious business.

But how exactly is Mr. Brown -

to blame? At fault here are
perhaps a bloated bureaucracy
that even its own internal red
tape cannot contain and the
continued digitisation of our
lives. Now, more than ever,

The recent data loss scandals expose the inherent
dangers of centrally storing individuals’ data in
any format, and should act as a wake up call

governments see citizens as lit-
tle more than data files to be
updated and  protected.
Identity markers, health infor-
mation, criminal record, bene-
fits claims; that is who we are.
When every important detail
needed to keep the legal, wel-
fare, and health systems oper-
ational can be downloaded to
a simple CD, the possibility of
national security and public
safety breaches is staggering.
Always in politics and gov-
ernments, a gaffe requires a
scapegoat to take the fall.
Here, I fear, it will be a series
of proposed centralised data
registers. Known as the
National Identity Scheme, the
government plans to consoli-
date over 49 identification
items, such as retinal scans
and electronic fingerprints,
into a master National
Identity Register. Though this
will remain separate form the
National DNA Database,
already the largest in the
world with over 3 ‘million
entries, it is meant as a univer-
sal identity check for govern-
ment agencies and businesses.
Parallel to the National
Identity Scheme, the govern-
ment is in the process of con-

solidating all NHS records
into a single master database,
known colloquially as the
“NHS spine”. Gains in effi-
ciency are obvious, but who
will have access leaves much to
worry about.

a single server or
database with each
individual’s most
important inform-
tion could be our
worst nightmare or
a criminal’s dream

Doubtless such centralisa-
tion is a consolation to the
more absent-minded among
us, and those who believe in
the paternalistic state. But for
the rest of the population,

these data-loss scandals have
eroded any faith in the govern-
ment's ability to safeguard
and control the sensitive infor-
mation it holds on them. In
this age of rampant identity
theft and fraud; the estimated
135,000 annual cases are esti-
mated to cost the UK over £1,7
billion, having a single server
or database with each individ-
ual's most important informa-
tion could be our worst night-
mare and a criminal's dream.
Agreeing that information is
power, another cogent criti-

cism is that putting so much

personal information in the
hands of a few administrators
may bring about Big Brother.

. Now we must wait and see
what the government's reac-
tion will be to the public out-
cry and press vilification in
the wake of the data-loss scan-
dals. Taking into account

Brown's stolid assurances that
he will make the difficult deci-
sions necessary for the nation's
future, even if the nation itself
disagrees, I would not be sur-
prised

if the government

moved ahead with the
National Identity Scheme. But
now that the forces opposed to
the scheme, including the
LSE's own Identity Project,
have some extra ammunition
in these scandals, perhaps
there will be a shift. Or at the
very least, the opposition in
Parliament will see its chance
to side with popular opinion.
So maybe this will, after all, be
the political obstacle that ulti-
mately spells the end for
Brown; even if he can't be
blamed for it.

A law today of no relevance

Jennie
Whiteman

With MPs last week debat-
ing repealing the blasphemy
laws, a seemingly obvious
question needs to be asked;
why does a country, which
espouses the principle of secu-
larism (at least in rhetoric),
still even have blasphemy laws
in the 21st century?

Originally part of the can-
non laws, blasphemy was made
illegal by common law in the
17th century, and in theory,
laws against blasphemy
against beliefs held by the
Church of England exist to
this day. While in practice,

Blasphemy laws seek only to protect beliefs, not
people, and so their relevance in today’s sup-
posed secular society is very questionable

nobody has been prosecuted by
these laws in recent times, that
does not stop much time and
public money being wasted by
groups and  individuals
attempting to prosecute others
for blasphemy under these
laws. The most recent case of
Christian Voice attempting to
prosecute the BBC for broad-
casting Jerry Spring: The
Opera exemplifies this point.
The notion of blasphemy
laws today may seen incom-

- prehensible to those that value

freedom of expression, but
such values are not held by all

in society. Indeed, serious
debate followed the publica-
tion in 1989 of Salman
Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses,
for blasphemy laws to be
extended to cover all religions
and not only Anglicanism.
While some may argue that
blasphemy laws are needed to
protect the faithful from
offence, others argue that the
present blasphemy laws are
needed to protect the Judeo-
Christian nature of Britain.

To tackle the first claim,
blasphemy laws protect beliefs
not people. Individuals are free
to believe as they want, and in
an open society, every individ-
ual’s beliefs are liable to be
challenged, even if it is
claimed that some beliefs are
part of a divine universal
truth. This principle to chal-
lenge is applied to social, sci-
entific and political beliefs,
and thus by principle, should
also include religious beliefs.
One person cannot claim arbi-
trary righteousness of their
beliefs over others, and given
the numerous variation of
arbitrary righteous - beliefs,

which are often at odds -
against one another, then

a
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protect all beliefs is impossi-
ble. Secondly, the calls by
those who claim a need to pre-
serve the Judeo-Christian
nature of Britain clearly do not
appreciate that Britain’s pres-
ent nature is in fact secular in
principle (though not com-
pletely in practice), and thus
this is not a matter of preserv-
ing Judeo-Christian nature,
but returning it to the nation.

Individuals are
free to believe as
they want, and in
an open-society,
every individual’s
beliefs are liable to
‘be challenged

This is compounded by exis-
tence of people of other faiths
and none in Britain, inherently

.meaning that having one
“nature” for the nation on a

religious level (in this case,
Judeo-Christian) is at odds

- against the rights of those peo-

nlasphem JwW Qo

Christian beliefs.

While these may be tired
arguments to many, they are as
relevant today as they were in
the past. While specific claims
of blasphemy are not always
eluded to, “not causing
offence” often is. This was
demonstrated in recent times
by the case of the Bezhiti play
in Birmingham, the Danish
cartoons, and Christmas
postage stamp depicting
Hindus in front of Jesus. While
objectors to these did not
always cite blasphemy as their
concern, the principle of blas-
phemy, not causing offence, is
indeed the same. The contin-
ued existence of Christian spe-
cific blasphemy laws adds to a
perceived grievance by those
of other faiths, since on paper,

S

. Chuch of England agrees need to repeal blasphemy law .

55

the Christian faith is protect-
ed, while others are not. The
solution is not to extend the
blasphemy laws to cover all
faiths, but to remove the blas-
phemy laws altogether.

It was after a number of
figures, including the: former
Archbishop of Canterbury,
Lord Carey raised the issue
recently that this debate was
brought once again into the
house of commons. With the
ideological principles for
retaining such laws in a secu-
lar society indefensible, cou-
pled with the impractical
nature of their design and
implementation, their lack of
place in a secular society has
been demonstrated. Indeed,
even the Church of England
supports their repeal.
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David
Woodhouse

he literary equiva-

lent of a Big Mac and

Fries he may be, but
true words are true even if
they did come from Stephen
King. “You can write to me if
you want,” pens Peter Riley’s
lost love Carol Gerber in her
final letter to him in Hearts In
Atlantis “but I sort of wish you
wouldn’t. It might not be good
for either of us. This doesn’t
mean I don’t care or remember,
but that I do”.

To we who live in the
hyper-connected 21st Century,
such a concept barely seems
plausible. To voluntarily lose
contact with someone we will
never see again is surely not
desirable and, moreover, it’s
probably not even possible to
do so today. A 2008 Hearts may
instead have seen Peter and
Carol going from “in a Tela-
tionship” to “single” and leav-
ing each other wall posts (“hey
haven’t seen u for ages what u
bin up 27? xxx”) every couple
of months, whilst a news feed
detailing their entire lives’
events renders even those
small messages superfluous.
Dare I suggest that such an
interpersonal relationship is
dreadfully insincere? Carol

While the internet used to provide a space for the
socially-inept to be social, today the majority of
us rely on the internet for basic social functioning

shows remarkable perception
for a seventeen year old in her
suggestion; this in the 1960s
when the only realistic way to
keep in touch would have been
through letters, which it seems
had rather more time and
effort spent on them than talk-
ing on social networking sites

I get accused of
being a Luddite on
a semi-regular
basis; the last time
was, ironically
enough, via email

entails. The poor girl would be
adrift today in the innumer-
able channels of communica-
tion that now exist (like I sus-
pect many of us are adrift
though we don’t admit it,

being as we are, part of the
outwardly-confident ‘fuck-it’
generation), unable to act on
her proposition because it
would be nigh impossible.

I get accused of being a
Luddite on a semi-regular
basis (the last time was, ironi-
cally enough, via email) for
relaying views like this. This is
totally untrue; part of my bile
towards what has collectively
been termed by morons as
‘Web 2.0’, is the way it has rap-
idly changed the social nature
of, and displaced the ‘old’
internet. Once, the web was an
outlet for socially-inept people
to talk to others about topics;
the video game Pokemon for
example, that they would have
been beaten up at school for
discussing in public. It
brought together like-minded
souls from across the globe,
clustered around bulletin
boards and chat rooms, in a
way previously unimaginable
in the history of human socie-
ty.

However, from about 2002
onwards, instead of forming
such virtual communities, we
increasingly began to go online
to interact almost exclusively
with people we already know

in real life. Priorities went
awry as such a reconstitution
of the net was somehow hailed
as a good thing; this time last
year YouTube was named by
Time magazine as the best
invention of 2006, whilst com-
ing in at second place was a
vaccination to prevent cervical
cancer. People who in real life
were solitary, poor, nasty,
brutish and short, began to
gather 200 plus friends on
their MySpace accounts (ludi-
crous to anyone familiar with
Dunbar’s number), whilst
blogging, especially political
blogging, reached epic propor-
tions of dullness with none
except a handful being read by
any significant numbers of
people, and most only by the
writer’s friends or family. Kurt
Vonnegut once said that the
internet “is the habitat of the

newest creatures to evolve in .

our part of the Milky Way - as
enchanting and nobly bizarre
as any giant manta or moray
eel, say. They are recorded
thoughts and feelings about
what it is like to be a living
thing". I like to imagine that
Kurt reconsidered this in his
final years, which coincided

with the explosion of the ‘blo-
gosphere’ as the vast majority
of these recorded thoughts
became about as interesting as
a Flickr photo album entitled
‘New Year’s Eve 2007 Pt 3’. Go
and try out LiveJournal’s
‘Random Journal’ feature if
you don’t believe me.

Last term, still distraught
at the loss of my beloved ‘old’
internet and fickly bowing to
immense peer pressure, I did
actually create a Facebook
account; I lasted just over two
days on it before recoiling
from the avalanche of incom-
ing friend requests from peo-
ple I didn’t want to speak to
and realising “holy robot Jesus.
I am an idiot.” Deactivation;
and later, with great difficulty,
deletion followed. I wouldn’t
dream of suggesting you do the
same dear readers — let’s face
it, you’re too addicted — but
devoid of any method of
updating my close friends on
my ‘current status’, I disre-
garded Carol’s advice and
wrote to them instead. Some
even responded. Surely that’s
better and more personal than
a news-feed update detailing
that ‘David is grumpy’?
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hile sparing the
usual gratuities of
being “honoured”

and “grateful” that usually
accompany the event of attain-
ing an elected position (which
seems rather hollow in this
case, since I stood unopposed),
I'd like to put forward my
vision for how I'd like to see
the C&A section of The Beaver
to become. I give a forewarning
that there is much idealism
and dreaming contained with-
in these lines, which may send
many readers into fits of gig-

aaenain, 2 radak 27 9%

editorship at C&A

While the Beaver’s much loved C&A editor Chun
takes a break, his replacement James is taking
on the new role with some optimism and idealism

gles or rolling of eyeballs.

It seems in recent times,
participation within the C&A
section has fallen back some-
what. Rather than students
actively volunteering their

views and opinions to be .

expressed, it seems that the
role of the C&A editor has
become one of having to pester
friends and previous contribu-
tors to fill the pages within the
section. This is not to belittle
the efforts of a number of stu-
dents that give a great deal of
time and effort in providing
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highly appreciated material
without which these pages
would be empty. But given the
great diversity of student
thought at LSE, and the pas-
sion with which many on cam-
pus hold to their views, it
strikes me as rather odd that
the C&A editor’s inbox
remains so quiet. Maybe C&A
has come to be seen by some as
a little predictable and formu-
laic; a bit like C&A the cloth-
ing store .

As C&A editor, I can’t force
people to contribute, and in
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fact I'd feel very disappointed
if that was how my role was to
evolve. I don’t want to be
scared to open my inbox
because of a fear of finding
only one or two spontaneously
written articles, and then hav-

ing to beg the loyal cadre of

contributors to write at least
something for the next edition.
I want to be scared to open my
inbox because of a fear being
overwhelmed with original
and creative articles, such that
I am forced to make painful
choices as to what to include;
that may be a bit ambitious,
but you understand the point.

Maybe I am being too ide-
alistic. Maybe I am dreaming
of a time when LSE was a
place of student intellectual-
ism, and not “cool new lock-
ers”. Maybe people are becom-
ing more interested in careers
fairs than student politics.
Maybe all those hours spent
trying to get those four As at
A-Level and then now trying
to get that 70 percent in some
irrelevant essay has left many
of us mentally exhausted and
apathetic. Maybe there are
students who’ve spent longer
at LSE and heard all this
before. Probably, I am not the
first person to voice these
same opinions. Maybe I am
sounding like a ranting Daily
Mail reader, though instead of
complaining about the decline
of moral standards of the
country, I am complaining
about the decline in student

participation in the University.
5 =EVULU ¢l It JNONNIe B3BIOV S

I've long felt that student
participation in campus media
is a vital aspect in fostering a
community feeling at universi-
ty. Student newspapers offer
individuals the opportunity to
express themselves in print
when they may not be able to
later in life. While a pub dis-
cussion provides a space to
form and develop ideas
amongst friends and acquain-
tances, student newspapers
expand that concept of space
to allow individuals that
would unlikely cross paths in
daily life, to put forward and
exchange views. In this way,
ideas from within one’s own
peer group can be shared with
a wider student population,
and in turn, such ideas can be

challenged and debated, thus .

enriching oneself and the stu-
dent community. Again I
repeat, maybe I am being too
idealistic.

I’'m hoping to see greater
participation and contribution
of hard-hitting and diverse
views that we do regularly get
on the pages of C&A. I'd also
hope to see more opinionated
letters coming in; no doubt
complaining about how the
new C&A editor is such a
dreadful bore, whose own dry
contributions are hardly the
definition of creativity. Most of
all, I'd like students to feel that
the C&A section can publish
their views, and that readers
can subsequently challenge
those views. Idealism isn’t all
ba}g you know.

12

2 10 (IUI2 VO B JHUOUNIE &
362 brovnod Byigusae A% o 230032 s d3r0id doe o sie it

|.m.goulei@ise.ac,uk

Raidev Akoi; Hasib Baber; Fadhil
Bakeer-Markar; Vishal Banerjee;
Wil Barber; Peter Barton; Ramse'
Ben-Achour; Clem Broumley-
Young; James Bull; Rochelle
Burgess; Sam  Burke; Jess
Cal ht; Victor Figueroa-Clark;
oughlan; Patrick Cullen;
Peter Cumie; Holli Eastman; Aled
Dilwyn Fisher; Lizzie Fison; Estee
Fresco; Erica Gornall; Andrew
Hallett; Aula Hariri; Kevin Heutschi;
ahiya Islam; Felipe Jacome; Lois
Jeary; William Joce; Adam John;
Naeem Kapadia; Bernard
Keenan; Pooja Kesavan; James
Ketteringham; Sadia Kidwai;
Arthur Krebbers; Laura Kyrke-
Smith; Eric Lindquist; Bea Llong;
Zivaad Lunat; Fiona Mackay;
Jamie Mason; Al Mansour; Nitya
Menon; Ifan Merali; Libby Meyer;
Anna Mikeda; Ravi Mislry; Dait

Mitchell-Forster; Ali Moussavi; Ad

Nangia; Rachael O'Rourke; David
Osborn; Aba Osunsade; Douglas
Oliver; Erin  Orozco; hil
Pacanowski; Laura Parfitt; Anup
Patel; Rajan Patel; Will Pemry; Alice
|Pfeiffer; Danielle Priestley; Joe
Quaye; Rahim Rahemtullia;
Dominic Rampat; Anjali Raval;
Gareth Rees; Ricky Ren; Sacha
Robehmed; Louise Robinson;
Charlie  Samuda; Thienthai
Sangkhaphanthanon; Amrita
Saraogi; Saurabh Sharma; Daniel
Sheldon; Rebecca Stephenson;
Andre Tartar; Alex Teytelboym;
Kerry Thompson; Meryem Torun;
Angus Tse; Molly Tucker; Ruchika
ulshyan; Viadimir Unkovski-
Korica; Subash Viroomal; Simon
Wang; Greg White; Tom Whittaker;
Christine Whyte; Chris Wilkins;
IAmy Williams, Chun Han Wong;
David Woodbridge

PRINTED BY HARMSWORTH
PRINTING LTD

|if you have wrilten three or more

Jarticles for The Beaver and your

name does not appear in the

Collective, please email:
thebeaver.edifor@se.ac.uk

and you will be added fo the list in

‘Inext week's paper.

alterngtive

The views and opinions expressed
in The Beaver are those of the

contributors and not necessarily
those of the editors or the LSE

S ERLE ﬁfJ{':swmI“m:jgﬂr") g

The Beaver is available in
. formats.

TE R R SRR L ¥ e e



%eaver I

COMMENT&ANALYSIS 15 January 2008

c&a@thebeaveronline.co.uk

Beaver

Established 1949 - Issue 677

[ etters to the Editor
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Sunday prior to publication. The Beaver reserves the right to edit letters prior to publication.

ULU’sfateisin
the balance...

...and our own interests are at stake

An archery and gun shooting club. Where are we London stu-
dents going to find such exotic societies in the nation’s capital, 1
run by students for students? Thankfully, we need not look any H
further than beyond the University of London Union (ULU). The :
sorts of opportunities that students on large, out of town campus- |
es take for granted, but that a relatively small institution like the '
LSE could never support. By bringing the diverse scholastic i
enterprises of this city together, we have been able to enjoy ben- i
efits which will be unavailable to future LSE students, and their :
worlds will be a much smaller place if they cannot enjoy the |
eclectic societies that ULU offers.

Furthermore, ULU unites London’s students and gives them a 1
clear, single voice. Campaigns to extend Transport for London |
student discounts and expand financial assistance have real |
momentum and have achieved real results. ULU provides a plat- !
form to bring together campaigners from across London, as last 1
year’s Climate and Stop the War marches showed. The University '
of London’s attack on ULU, including its decision to reduce the ;
size of the sabbatical team - could even be viewed as an attempt |
to divide and conquer: without ULU, students of the University !
of London have no means to hold the central University authori- 1
ty to account. It is easy to forget that apart from being students 1
of the LSE, we are also students of the University of London. We |
must not lose our ability to have an input into the way it affects
our student experience.

UGM will fall to
Ignoniny...

...unless revitalising action is taken

If the Union General Meeting, the sovereign body of thei
Students’ Union, is inquorate, its decisions carry no weight and,:
constitutionally speaking, should not be held up. Without quora-;
cy, the UGM is nothing more than a self-referential, in-joke filled,!
squabbling, talking shop. The same people appear, time and tlmel
again, to — it seems — do nothing more than provide Union Jacku
with crate fulls of satirical ammunition to pound Union execu-,
tives with. Motions are proposed with worthy aims, only to be;
ignored because the latest trendy-lefty issue has overrun due to:
three weeks’ of argument about the content of the second clause. !

]

Worse still, the publicity efforts designed to bring people to;
the UGM are woefully lacking. The combination of irrelevant;
navel-gazing on the part of the LSE’s political chattering classes!
and the arcane procedures necessary to get a motion through the!
Constitution and Steering Committee serves only to dlscourage-
attendance to what should be the most important, busy, and 11ve11-
est event of the week. !
I

The LSE is the only university whose Students’ Union stllll
meets on a weekly basis — we should be proud of this. Instead, wel
have let the one place where Union democracy could be relevant;
to all students, regardless of their age, gender, sexuality, or hair}
colour, fall into disrepute. Quoracy is now in doubt almost on a!
weekly basis, and motions are continuously brought that do noth-1
ing for the students of the School; instead attempting to resolve-
the Israel-Palestine conflict by letter-writing. .
1

1

Surely we should be attempting to deal with issues affecting!
students — cockroaches at High Holborn Hall of Residence andl
broken lifts, or the lack of water fountains, for example — rather-
than engaging in.petty, squabbling amongst a tiny group of stu-;

....dents whose eyes are set. on Westminster and not Houghton Street.}

“noise rules”

Dear Sir,

I wholeheartedly agree
with Michael Lui's letter last
week about the intolerable
level of noise in the library
caused by student chat and
mobile phone use. Recently, I
had to interrupt a student who
was enjoying a live video con-
ference in a no-phone zone. As
she wasn't even bothering to
use headphones, students
nearby were privy to both
sides of the conversation. This
sort of inconsiderate behav-
iour has become routine, most-
ly because there is no enforce-
ment of noise rules. I have
raised the issue of enforcement
with the library staff and was
assured that security staff do
challenge those using mobiles.
But try counting the number of
students on mobiles as you
walk up the spiral staircase at
any time during the day to see
how hopelessly inadequate the
enforcement is.

The library  website
describes a system of warnings
and sanctions against students
who ignore library noise rules.
Could Maureen Wade tell us
how many of these have been
issued in this academic year? I
would guess the number is
close to zero. If the security
staff took the simple step of
making routine noise patrols,
handing out warnings where
appropriate, I believe noise
levels would be significantly
reduced. !

The Students’ Union
should also do more by raising
awareness of the problem
among students and question-
ing the library's lax enforce-
ment. Reducing Library noise
would do more to ameliorate
overcrowding than the cam-
paign for 24-hour opening,
which would benefit only a
tiny minority of users at best.

Annette Pacey

“well-worn"

Dear Sir,

A new year and a new
debate, or so one might hope.
Having suffered through suc-
cessive weeks of back and
forth argument last term on
the question of a whether
there is such a thing as a 'just
war' and the intractable
debates on the efficacy or
legitimacy of an academic
boycott of Israel, this reader
naively hopes that some new
discussions will take place in
The Beaver's opinion and let-
ters pages this year. Perhaps
our amateur pundits can now
focus their attention on the US
primaries or even build a toe-
hold into the genuinely inter-
esting discussion on con-
sumerism and middle-class
guilt introduced by Chloe
Pieters. Maybe, and I've gath-
ered that this is a heretical
thought at this institution,
they could even contribute
opinions on subjects that are
directly related to issues that
impact the daily lives of the
average student. Let us broad-

en the discussion beyond.the. .
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well-worn arguments that
have already dominated The
Beaver's pages over the
Michaelmas term. I hope that I
speak for many other readers
when I say that I'm tired of it.

Richard Nevins

“highly unlikely”

Dear Sir,

I find the candidacy and
potential presidency of Barack
Obama anything but a “his-
toric and hopeful moment,” as
Molly Tucker wrote last week,
and I can think of several rea-
sons why electing Obama
would not be “the most appro-
priate statement” for America
“to make to the rest of the
world and to itself,” as Timothy
Root opined last issue.

A 2001 survey found that
the top 20 percent of American
households owned over 80 per-
cent of privately held wealth
and over 90 percent of finan-
cial wealth. Indeed, among
high-income OECD countries,
the US is, according to the
Gini index, the most unequal
in income and wealth distribu-
tions. It seems highly unlikely
that Obama will champion
change in these matters, given
his belief that the “work” of
NASDAQ is central to the real-
isation of “a more just
America” and his dismissal, in
his disingenuously named The
Audacity of Hope, of “morally
absolutist [...] zealots” who
denounce the inequitable and
anti-social consequences of
capitalism in America.

On foreign policy, Obama
promises much of the decided-
ly offensive same. He has stat-
ed that the US must preserve
its “total commitment” to the
“defense” of Israel by “fully

funding military assistance.”

Regarding the question of how
to use force to protect
America’s “vital

sharing” approach of the First
Gulf War — a conflict that led
to the death of up to 200,000
Iraqi civilians. Like most
other politicians, Obama
frames many international-
justice issues — poverty,
hunger, disease — within a cal-
culus for their relevance to
American “security” and, in so
doing, merely promotes the
continued objectification of
the Other.

Javier Sethness

“to liberate"

interests,”
.Obama favours .the “burden-. _complex than Wong suggests. . .

Dear Sir,

I felt I had to respond to
Chun Han Wong's criticisms of
my defence of the Falklands
War in The Beaver last week. I
did not elaborate on why I
thought the Falklands War did
not have a bloody aftermath
beacause I thought it was bla-
tantly obvious that there was
none. After the Argentine sur-
render, there were no mas-
sacres or executions; there was
no further bloodshed or
resumption of conflict.
Casualties that occurred dur-
ing the war, though regret-
table, do not constitute its
aftermath. The aftermath is
what comes afterwards, which,
as I pointed out, was a period
of peace, prosperity and secu-
rity for the Falkland Islands.
The downfall of the Argentine
military junta was indeed not
a British war aim, nor was it a
condition for the resolution of
the war to be just. It is simply
another instance where the
aftermath of the war was a
positive.

Ido not claim that 'the vic-
tor is necessarily just'. I argue
that in this specific case the
victor clearly was. Britain was
liberating British islands that
had been invaded in an act of

.unprovoked aggression by

another country. The history of
the Falkland Islands is more

A British captain was the first
to land on the islands, and the
original British claim to sover-
eignty dates back to 1765,
although control of the islands
was lost to Spain, and later
claimed by Argentina.
Argentina had effectively lost
control of the Falklands before
the 1833 British landing as a
result of a naval conflict with
the United States and a
mutiny on the islands.

Wong's suggestion of 'po-
etic justice' is not only inap-
propriate but also contemptu-
ous of the people living there,
who would have to pay the
price for this aggressive and
piratical act of 'justice' that
was forced upon them. The
Argentine head of security on
the islands at the time said in
conversation that his preferred
method for dealing with the
‘islander problem' would be to
kill them. Wong accuses me of
ignoring the dead, but he con-
spicuously ignores the living.
Not once does he mention the
Falkland Islanders themselves.
They did not welcome the
Argentine forces as liberators,
but they did for the British.
For Britain not to have acted
in defence of its own people
would have been a monstrous
betrayal, as well as a national
humiliation.

It is true that the war
could have gone the other way.
But that does not alter the jus-
tice of the cause itself: to
retake territory that was force-
fully invaded and taken over in
an act of unprovoked aggres-

sion, and to liberate a popula-

tion that was put under for-
eign occupation. How it would
have been morally better for

- Britain to have not responded

to this aggression, to have
turned its back on its own peo-
ple on the Falklands in this
hour of crisis, and to have sim-
ply left them to their fate
under Argentine occupation, I
will never see.

deter John Cannaon
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Chun Han
Wong

Graduating with pomp
and a blaze of glory, totting a
first-class honours degree.
Landing the dream job with
the most exploitative and two-
faced capitalist corporations.
Going for a salacious dinner
date with the hottest of
Hollywood pin-up girls. Living
a scandalous jet-set life in
uber-luxury and mind-bog-
gling decadence. Call them
what you’d like, pipedreams,
fantasy, flights of fancy. Things
that I'll give an arm for. Or
perhaps, a leg. Throw in a kid-
ney for good measure. Why not
my blood marrow while I'm at
it? After all, doesn’t the saying
£0 “no pain, no gain”? Aversion
to physical sacrifice should
neither compromise my self-
aggrandising agenda nor
obstruct my relentless charge
up the dizzy heights of person-
al success.

Given my vainglorious and
self-indulgent demeanour, I
find no better way to spend a
splendid Saturday morning
than languishing in a good
bout of relaxation exercise. As

In weighing up the balance between civil liberties
and broader societal benefits, a level head is
needed when looking at organ donation policy

I perused explorer window
after explorer window laced
with consumerist crack, deeply
engaged in the mentally-
draining spectator sport of
net-surfing, I slinked my way
seamlessly into ‘the zone’. I
turned on my cerebral faucet
to unleash a torrent of creative
juices, daydreaming of a fan-
tastical alternate universe. But
the good times were cut bru-
tally short by a stunning bul-
letin on the BBC news web-
site. The newsmaker in ques-
tion — Prime Minister Gordon
Brown.

As if the debilitation of
income taxes and despair of a
Euro 2008 bereft of overpaid
British (and Irish) football
pretenders weren’t enough,
Brown now wants the people
of Britain to pay for shattered
dreams and bungled leader-
ship with blood. To be fair, it’s
not quite a blood tax; one
needs to become a memory
early in his or her life to fulfil
the Prime Minister’s outra-

geous demands. But nonethe- -

less, he wishes to enslave the

proud people of this country in
a militaristic and authoritari-
an organ donation regime. Oh
the gall! How dare he suggest

1,200 extra
transplants every
year could save the
NHS about £500
million over ten
years

adding such a intrusive clause
to the British social contract?
Britain, a fountain of liberty
and individual freedoms
(notwithstanding  America,
fuck yeah!) cannot demand
that its people give up the
essence of their physical con-
stitution at the whim of pesky

doctors.

I was incensed. This ghast-
ly scheme would become an
onerous threat to our personal
freedoms, making people get
off their lazy arses to choose
not to donate their organs to
some undeserving stranger!
Brown is trying to force right-
eous and freedom-loving citi-
zens to work against their
physical and mental inertia
just to remain the heartless,
self-interested, money-grub-
bing, capitalist bastards that
they are! I felt sympathetic
towards fellow freedom fight-
ers whose passionate rhetoric I
read on the Telegraph online
speakers’ corner. I wasn’t going
to just hand out my precious
innards to some random sickly
guy who couldn’t take good
care of himself. Not even over
my dead body.

I quickly sensed a kindred
spirit in the advocacy group
Patient Concern, whose pow-
erful convictions and incon-
trovertible logic seemed to
stand tall against the Prime
Minister’s moralistic argu-
ments. Their website details
their heroic campaign, lauding
their opposition against the
newly-mooted policy by saying
“organ donation is a generous
gift. It is not an obligation.”
Indeed! So what if it could
save more lives? Death before
dishonour, I say (translation:
let them die for our honour). If
I want to save dying patients, I
will save them by my own

accord, by going through the
cathartic and soul-cleansing
process of getting an organ
donor card. Saving lives
should be an glorious act of

. self-sacrifice, not a bureau-

cratic obligation. No way am I
letting the government steal
my thunder! Not that I am
actually going to do it.

Delighted with the new
moral high-ground I acquired
for myself, I proceed to scour
the relevant data, hoping to
sound a statistical death knell
on the donation scheme. But
the search quickly degenerated
into a numerical quagmire.
Every single statistic tore at
my hardcore consumerist, cap-
italist, heart. The potential
1,200 extra transplants every
year could save the NHS about
£500 million over ten years;
extra money could easily
finance tax cuts! Over 8,000
patients currently await trans-
plants, with more than a thou-
sand dying annually. If they
were restored to health, the
economy would have more
underpaid labour to exploit! I
was defeated. The cold, hard
numbers made their case.

I acted quickly to reformu-
late my stand on the issue;
never place your bets on the
faction that argues against the
universal arbitrator that is
economics. A simple cost-ben-
efit analysis soon helped put
my mind at ease. If this policy
is enacted, I'll find some insur-
ance in the increased organ

availability should I ever need
it, yet still be able to hold true
to my inner yearnings for lib-
erty by making a worthy effort
in opting out. The best of both
worlds indeed. Why give an.
arm for anything when you
can get others to give them for
you?

Despite the hideous rant
above, the writer is actually
Singaporean. More controver-
sially, his name can be found
on the NHS Organ Donor
Register. His home country has
an opt-out organ donation sys-
tem, which he wholeheartedly
supports. He hereby shame-
lessly plugs the website,
www.uktransplant.org.uk

James
Pugh

ith February
approaching, the
annual row over med-

ical education and training is
likely to rear its head before
long. The scramble for jobs, the
application process, and the
quality of training the nation’s
doctors will again be part of
national discussion, primarily
because very little of the sys-
tem has changed since last
year. The chronic uncertainty
and confusion that is annually
demonstrated only adds to the
crumbling faith and trust that
the public hold in the medical
profession.

Last week, Radio 4 got a
head start with their investiga-

ting doct
Even with the annual debate over medical
education and training, a key problem is not and

never is addressed

tive programme Where’s the
femur?, which attacked (not
for the first time) the new
methods to teaching under-
graduate medical students,
particularly the Problem
Based Learning (PBL)
approach used as the teaching
framework in some medical
schools. While the quality of
the investigation was not par-
ticularly robust, relying almost
solely on anecdotes from indi-
viduals, it did raise pertinent
questions as to the way we
train future doctors, which has
a direct impact on the health-
care the nation receives. The
main claim of the programme
was that using PBL approach-

es resulted in a substantially
lower knowledge base of med-
ical graduates, particularly in
the areas of anatomy, physiolo-
gy, biochemistry, and pharma-
cology. This was blamed on the
lack of direction that PBL is
claimed to give medical stu-
dents, such that large gaps in
knowledge are present in the
areas mentioned. While the
system of undergraduate med-
ical education is indeed result-
ing in a lower knowledge base,
jumping the gun on PBL may
be a somewhat premature
reaction.

During my own experience
as a medical undergraduate,
the teaching side of the equa-
tion was not what was lacking,
but rather the learning side.
While both traditional and
PBL approaches offer an
excellent environment and
opportunities to learn if moti-
vated, the incentive for med-
ical students to learn is actual-
ly quite low. To begin with, the
selection of students at admis-
sions, where high A-Level
grades are a determining fac-
tor, and where high A-Level
grades are primarily achieved
through exam technique skills
and “learning for the exam?”,
inevitably results in a cohort of
students who are driven to

more gene

Thus for any education system
for medical students to work
optimally, an appreciation is
required that the motivation
for students to learn is inher-
ently biased towards passing
exams against other possible
motivations. It would thus
seem logical that in this situa-
tion, for learning to be opti-
mal, a sound system of exam-
ining medical students should
be in place that incentivises
learning to a level considered
acceptable. At present this
does not seem to be the case.
Firstly, in many medical
schools, exam questions are
repeated year after year, in
some cases, the exact same
paper being set. Thus the
incentive to acquire a wide
knowledge base is minimal,
with time better spent asking
students from the year above
what came up in the exam.
Secondly, pass rates of exams
are not particularly high
(varying, but can be as low as
55%), thus students can happi-
ly ignore learning particularly
difficult or uninteresting areas
of the curriculum with the
knowledge that a large num-
ber of questions can be
answered incorrectly. Thirdly,
exams in most medical schools
seem to assess knowledge not
actually required to be a good
doctor. Instead of assessing
knowledge of common dis-
eases, exam papers will be
filled with questions about

.pass;exams first, ‘and,leagnwgg.p rare dlseases that ~most stu-.

their professional lives. While
these rare diseases do make a
good framework for questions
to test rational and lateral
thinking, they do not necessar-
ily test knowledge required to
be a good doctor. With the
improvement of diagnostic
facilities, the rise of litigation,
and the desire to standardise
medical practice, doctors these
days find themselves working

The chronic
uncertainty and
confusion that is
annually demon-
strated only adds to
the crumbling faith
and trust that the
public hold in the
medical profession

more as technicians, rather
than as professionals with
wide clinical freedom. The
requirement for rational
thinking has declined, to be
replaced with a more systems
and pathways framework of
clinical practice, meaning that
medical graduates need a firm
knowledge in how to manage
patients. Unfortunately, learn-
ing such knowledge is not
reward

schools, such that it is neglect-
ed by those medical students
that focus their learning to
pass their exams rather than
to be good doctors. Finally,
much of the useful knowledge
an undergraduate acquires
occurs from time on the ward.
However, in many cases, this
activity is poorly supervised or
monitored, meaning that it can
be very easy for a medical stu-
dent to sleep off a hangover
from the night before rather
than attend an eight o’clock
ward round. Overall, the cur-
rent situation highlights the
pertinence of looking at the
ways in which medical stu-
dents are assessed and exam-
ined and introducing reform if
this is shown to be inadequate
in achieving the goal of being
well equipped and knowledge-
able once graduated.

Why is all of this relevant?
The previous decade of med-
ical scandals, such Harold
Shipman and Alder Hay
Hospital, have rocked the trust
placed in the medical profes-
sion. However, even though the
trust society places in doctors
has markedly declined, doc-
tors are still in principle val-
ued. Coupled with the fact
that doctors’ training and
salaries are primarily financed
through taxation, and with the
high level of responsibility
they hold while at work, it is
vitally important that their
training and subsequent per-
formance is to the highest pos-
sible standard and account-
able to the public; without
whom they would not be in the
employment position they pri-
valedged to be in today. It is

é\gthm the current . gftex; all.p ss;ble for trusttobe -
in many medlcal*v ‘¥elgar
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Red isn’t Dead

Barack Obama:
change we can’t
believe in

Vladimir Unkovski-Koric#,

You can’t have capitalism without racism.’I

start with this quotation from Malcolm X.

The issue at hand, of course, is the fight
between Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama to
become the Democrats’ official candidate for
President of the United States. After Iowa, it was
looking like the US would have its first serious
African-American presidential candidate.
‘Obamania’ promptly swept the left liberal media in
the UK. It appeared as if America’s history of
racism, centuries-long denial of civil rights and the
disgrace of New Orleans in 2005 could finally be
swept under the carpet. For Mr Obama is the sbrt of
politician even a white conservative in the, US
would probably not mind inviting for dinner. That is
the problem: he has remained at all times the can-
didate of the status quo. Even after his election,
America’s racist structure beneath the surface
would remain fundamentally unaltered.

Indeed, let’s not forget Barack Obama “has
accrued an election war chest exceeding $100 mil-
lion (as has Hillary Clinton). Taken together, all of\
the candidates running for the presidency will
spend $1 billion before 4 November 2008 — enough
to feed for the coming four years the one in six mal-
nourished children living in the richest country in
the world. The Democrats are also a party of big
business, though a junior partner compared to the
Republicans. Contrary to left liberal media distor-
tions in Britain, the Democrats are not a cuddly
coalition of the progressive campaigners, trade
unionists, and women’s groups. While it is true that
around ninety-three per cent of trade unions’ polit-
ical contributions are made to the Democrats, this
amounts to a puny fourteen per cent of the party’s
funding. Sixty-seven per cent comes from big busi-
ness. A candidate of the Democratic Party cannot
be a champion of the poor.

It is also interesting to note why Mr Obama lost
to Mrs Clinton in New Hampshire. Again, the liber-
al left media made much of Hillary Clinton’s emo-
tional moment the night before. But the polls tell us
something different. The Obama campaign lost thir-
ty-six to thirty-nine. In fact, it appears Mrs Clinton
benefited from her ability to present herself, how-
ever disingenuously, as the tribune of working class
voters worried about the state of the US economy.
Mrs Clinton was the only Democratic candidate to
raise the prospect of recession in the televised
debate just before the election, while ninety-eight
per cent of Democrat voters in the primary claimed
to be ‘very’ or ‘somewhat’ worried about the state of
the economy. Families with incomes less than US
$100 000 per annum, single working women, trade
unionists, and those without a college degree were
all more likely to vote Clinton by a significant mar-
gin. By contrast, she only received a ratio of thirty-
one to forty-eight for Obama among families who
felt they were ‘getting ahead’. It’s not just a question
of Obama’s message not getting across. For anyone
who’s seen Michael Moore’s ‘Sicko’, it should be
painfully obvious that a candidate who thinks the
insurance companies can help provide a more equi-
table health care plan is truly in the pocket of big
business. His views on how to sort out Pakistan are
not exactly anti-war either. Of course, Hillary
Clinton is not in any way a preferable candidate.
During her husband’s administration, to which she
often refers as the good times, the gap between rich
and poor in America increased by a factor of ten.
Federal prisoner numbers almost doubled. More
worryingly, Bill Clinton sent the US army into con-
flict spots as many times as his four previous pred-
ecessors combined - including the illegal aerial war
on Yugoslavia in 1999.

Iraq will lie in ruins, but America will stay an
inequitable and racist society - whoever wins the
Democrat nomination, and whoever is in the White
House by the end of the year. Two years ago, seven-
ty per cent of all white Americans were owner-
occupiers. For African Americans the figure was
forty-six per cent, while for Hispanics it was less
than forty per cent. According to the federal gov-
ernment, over twenty per cent of black households
are below the poverty line. America needs real
change — and here’s to Cynthia McKinney, the Green
Party candidate, as a first step towards a radical
alternative in the US. To finish with another
‘Malcolm X quotation: ‘the future belongs to those
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Going nuclear on
fiscal responsibility

Annette Pace

gave its backing for a new generation of

nuclear power stations to be built in
Britain. This marks a major comeback for a tech-
nology which seemed not so long ago, in Britain at
least, to have been consigned to history. According
to industry analysts, three factors have brought
about this change of heart: the high price of fossil
fuels; fears for future energy security; and of
course climate change. Anti-nuclear arguments
have traditionally been made on environ-mental
and financial grounds. Are they valid any longer?

The pro-nuclear argument has tipped the envi-
ronmental scales in its favour at least: the process
itself produces zero carbon emissions. Building the
plants and mining their uranium fuel do create
emissions, but these are minimal compared to
other forms of power generation (excluding
renewables). Greenpeace points to research which
suggests that under the current nuclear plans, car-
bon emissions would only be reduced by around
4%, and not until 2025. Still, on green grounds
alone, we should give nuclear another chance.

. The financial objections are more complex, but
they. also are more damning. The government
insisfs\ that, unlike past state-funded nuclear
plants, the whole cost of the new gen-eration of
nuclear reactors will be paid for by private compa-
nies, incluc%ihg construction and waste disposal.
Indeed, the companies themselves seem very keen
to get started. EDF, a French company, says it plans
to build four nuclear plants in the UK before 2017
— all without subsidies: E.On, a German firm, and
Centrica, which owns British gas, have also
expressed an interest.

However, claims that these stations will not
require subsidies need careful scrutiny. It’s worth
remembering that no nuclear power plant any-
where in the world has ever been built without
assistance from public funds. The energy compa-
nies seem to have gone ahead and made their
financial calculations lacking some vital informa-
tion about costs. The government has yet to decide
how much the companies should contribute to
building perma-nent underground storage for
Britain’s nuclear waste, which is currently in tem-
porary stor-age above ground at the Sellafield site
in Cumbria. Careful wording by the government
about companies making a contribution “towards
the cost” or “paying their full share”, as has been
reported, suggests that public money will be
required to meet at least some of the cost of per-
manent nuclear waste disposal.

Although the government insists that subsidies
will not be provided, the nuclear industry will get
some special treatment. The government has con-
ceded that private energy com-panies will enjoy
“tax advantages.” The companies have also asked
for.a guaranteed minimum price for carbon emis-
sions because if the price were to fall too low,
nuclear power would cease to be profitable. No
guarantees have yet been made, though talks con-
tinue at the European level.

The financial viability of nuclear power
depends on the price of oil remaining relatively
high, which it is by no means guaranteed to do
across the 60-year lifespan of the new generation
of reactors. The government has insisted that a
taxpayer bailout would only occur in the case of
emergency, but it is not clear if a significant drop
in the oil price would count as such or not.

Unfortunately, when it comes to nuclear ener-
gy, taxpayer bailouts have tended to be the rule
rather than the exception. In 2003 British Energy,
which operates Britain’s more modern reactors,
had to be rescued with £3 billion of public money.
Reactors are complicated to build and cost over-
runs are common: the new Finnish reactor being
built in Olkiluoto is two years behind schedule and
50% over budget.

The energy gap faced by Britain in the next 20
years is a reality, as the old coal-fired plants put-
ter out and North Sea oil runs dry. The government
is sensibly reluctant to rely on imports from polit-
ically unstable parts of the world. The threat of cli-
mate change may also be prompting us to look at
nuclear power in a new light, but for now, too
many problems with the economics of nuclear
remain for the government’s case to be convincing,

On 10 January, the government formally
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Notes on Nothing
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The Baghdad Primary

Whoever wins in November, they are going to inherit a badly
broken Iraq
This year’s US presidential election has personal drama, stunning
®

omebacks, and plenty of campaign mudslinging. So far, however,

the media have been so caught up in the great Obama-Clinton strug-

gle for the Democrat nomination that they have neglected the likely deciding

issue in this contest, Iraq. True, the country is (relatively) quiet now. But it is

a little too quiet. On all the most important indicators - such as the “surge” of

increased American forces in and around Baghdad, the “Anbar awakening” of

Sunni tribes against their former Al Qaeda allies, and reconciliation across

the fractured sectarian divide - Iraq is in fact going from bad to worse, and
the candidates badly need to tell us what they intend to do about it.

The “surge” will, after all, be long gone by the time the contest’s winner
takes office in January 2009. The candidates should still have much greater
ambitions for quelling Iraqg’s chaos than its architects, who have only been
able to point to a reversion to 2006’s levels of violence as justification for
their experiment. Iraq’s government has not used the breathing space to set
its house in order, either. In choosing who to vote for this autumn, Americans
should bear in mind those who lauded this missed opportunity as a silver bul-
let, and those who wisely hedged on other options.

The new broom in 2009’s White House will hopefully not place his or her
faith in quixotisms like the current Anbar Awakening, either. Seemingly
heedless of Afghanistan’s ominous precedent in using ideologically suspect
militias to fight your battles, the US army sets much store by the use of para-
legal Sunni tribal irregulars - or, in the Pentagon’s bizarre euphemism, “con-
cerned citizens’ groups” - to turn against the terrorists and supplement Iraqi
security. They are obviously not supplementing enough so far, since this week-
end American warplanes dropped forty thousand pounds of bombs on Al
Qaeda positions south of Baghdad at a time when we are supposed to be
fighting a deft counterinsurgency. Nor should much trust be loaded onto any
of Iraq’s so-called tribes, a fading soco-economic structure in much of the
country. British forces in Basra turned to local tribes for security from 2003,
but the influence they promised proved elusive.

Above all, however, it is telling that American forces have had to corral
their former Sunni enemies into militias outside government oversight. Few
elected local governments in Iraq exist to take their concerns into account.
Abdul-Qadi al-Obaidi, the Iraqi defence minister, has said that no formal
Sunni security force will be created on his government’s watch. Indeed, not
even the smallest chinks of light in Iraq’s darkened politics are what they
seem. That is certainly true of this weekend’s repeal of the 2003 de-
Baathification law by the Iraqi parliament. The coalition’s inept planners
have always protested that their chances of rebuilding a strong central gov-
ernment after the war were hamstrung by the turfing out of thousands of
Saddam-era bureaucrats who had little to do with the regime’s crimes, so this
new law sounds like a correction of the balance. It is decidedly not. The insti-
tutions that would have most benefited from the turnaround, such as the old
Iraqi army, were ground into political dust long ago. Suspicions should also
be raised by the fact that none of the ex-Baathists in the Iraqi parliament
itself voted for the repeal. The actual text of the new law forbids the Baath
party from “returning to power ideologically, administratively, politically or
in practice, and under any other name.” That provides more than enough
vague flummery for the law to be used by the government’s Shia strongmen
to brand useful secularistsy like former prime minister Iyad Allawi’s Iraqi
National Front, pseudo-Baathists. Iraq’s political scene is finally moderating,
but more through inertia than any real will on the part of the government.

The American ambassador to Iraq, Ryan Crocker, nevertheless has the
nerve to insist that Iraqis “are at the point where they are able to fashion their
own approaches and desired outcomes,” and that this year will increasingly
be one of “Iraqi solutions.” We were supposed to have these solutions in place
six months after the overthrow of Saddam. Instead, Iraq has had almost five
years of violence and at times complete anarchy. Whatever other policies the
candidates set out, it is time to end the charade of pretending that we only
have to hang on for another few months for Iraq to right itself. Many siren
voices in America are arguing that now; they will surely still be doing so a
year later, in January, 2009.

Joseph Cotterill
Features Editor
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From top:

Hillary Clinton, Barack
Obama, Bill Richardson
and John Edwards;
Mike Huckabee briefs
reporters on his
campaign plane;

John Edwards mulls his
prospects;

Ron Paul (1) and Rudy
Giuliani (r)
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hear from the honehos here @@ thomas warren

film honcho -----> page 4
bernardkeenan

Angus reviews the best film of the fyec:tr when there's no country for

E/)OU when your old. No hummus for Bernard today which isn'f fair

Ye}rccuse he's the greatest mind of his generation bar Daniel B
ates.

theatre Ijoncho ----- > page 5
tomwhittaker

The history of boys is what Tom reviewed this week. It was the
Ionges’r play ever written and there was fighting and being mean
an ogdgre55|on everywhere. Our esteemed and regal editor
descended from his palace of broken dreams to explain his con-
quering of Kafka.

. editorial assistant -=--- > pages 6 and 7
ravimistry

Soul'&o Boy Off In This Hoe Watch me Crank If, Watch me Roll, }ch‘ch
me Crank Dat Soulja Boy, Then Super Man Dat Hoe Now, Watch me
Yohu .é.ThIS week's issue is about bringing back good music...l wonder
why<

ic honchos --==- e i > 8and 9
gggmfgﬂr?s& rahimrahemtulla e

his week is the maiden voyage of o artner-ship. We plumbe
Ihe der[i)’r s of our broclln fo c%rge up WHF\ Fs>ome hing,r%re\g{w Jr)wd e cig
nég,, which would combine, Adam's years of expeé%nce as a lum-

gack with Rahim's. ex erpence as an gsfrongut. ogp ngndown
Irgesga%ré’rhe moon Is important because there's not enough houses

travel honcho ----- > page 10
willjoce

This week's article is a n_osfolgic reminiscence of drunken violence in
a small Russian town in the Arctic Circle. ‘Nuff said. Our intrepid
explorer’s liver still hurts.

identity honcho ----- > page 11
hollieastman

There always has to be a new something.
Aquamarine/Emerald/Chestnut are the new Black. Nu-grave the
new Nu-rave. It is January first and thus there must now be a new
you. Resolve your vices with a resolution we are told. But why?2 | was
rather fond of the old you...

gaming & tech honcho ----- > page 11
Simonwang

“I haven't been following macworld or CES.” But he wrote about

them anyway. This is for The hardcore tech heads out there. If you.

plan to cry with excitement at 5pm on Tuesday then you know
exactly what we are talking about and you are our people come
join us.

sex & gender honcho ----- > page 12
alicepfeiffer

More chicks, more flicks, more Swayze, less bras.

general secretary
ericlundquist

We went on a journery discovering the metaphysical nature of sec-
retariasm but the search goes on.” The fruth like, Chris Carter said, is
out there. Maybe.

visual art honcho
flonamackay

There is no art this week. All the art has already been painted or
drawn and Fiona can't comment on it anymore. Like the sequels
and comebacks all art is derivative and originality died with feudal-
ism.

photograkhy honcho
utsamukherjee

Utsa is the new photographer but didn't take any photos this week.
She fried but the batteries blew up. So she made a pinhole camera
but the images are so dark it means we will become silhouettes.

we know everytniln

I

editorals from the editors

PartB has seen a regime change this week. The
esteemed Master Daniel B Yates, brigand, apos-
tate and buccaneer has moved on. Master Yates'
work here has been fine and | can attest to his skill
in running this paper. | can also testify to the cali-
bre of this good man. He has an insafiable thirst
that can ne’er be slaked and a prediliction for
adventure of all sorts. He is also a fierce and
coarse man, and | once saw him flay a man half
to death for impudence. | fear for the good of
society with such a giant of a man such as Yates
thrust upon it. So these, my friends, are mighty
boots to fill. We intend to maintain the high stan-
dards set by the cur Yates in all things, and also to
bring you all manner of content to satiate your
desire for all things PartB. Further, we would like to
invite you to join us in the fetid,
cramped condifions that are
our office. All manner of freaks
and weirdos need apply forth-
with. We are accustomed to the
company of all manner of per-
verts and hardened criminals and
wish to remain in such fine
company. As such we
extend to you our warmest
invitation.

josh heller

Crikey this coup d'etat was a terrible mess.
Everything is deleted and re-written forever and
everin a comeback sequel style of death. Nothing
is original we just re-do and re-think and re-idea.
Everything we do is derivative of Daniel B Yates
who stole everything from Kevin Permry who has a
gonzo journalism tattoo which makes sense
because the beat enjoyed long sentences like | do.
All | can see is shadows and silhouettes because
that's everything there is. No light reflects from the
darkness of my thieved images.

Should we listen to new music or is it all bad re-
hashes2 Or should we listen to the comebacks and
the re-issues because that is where the interesting
stuff is.

I've been thinking a lot about music. If | listened to
my entire music collection for two hours a day then
it would take me two and half years to listen to it all.
That's madness and for the next two weeks | am
not allowed to listen to any music

I've ever heard before. It will be
difficult but | will rise to the
challenge like a seven foot
tall yoga master who was
lying down but then stood
up.

There are loads of positions
available come and join the
partBevolution. | want everyone
to write for us always. You can be
one of them sub-editors
because we don't want a
sub-editor crisis like they
talk about in the news.

- T e



'tuesdag‘the fifteenth of janparg,-tunAthousand'and eight

thres

bring back pandora’s box

the music genome project is

he music genome project

I was one of the most exciting
and original ideas that the
internet’s probably ever had. A
vast team of musicians has been
analysing all of the music. Every
track and artist is assigned
“tags,” meta-data that describes
in detail things like the differ-
ent styles, instrument and
haromonies of each. The idea
was that you then went to the
Pandora website, typed in an
artist that you liked and

then a series of similar

songs were streamed to

you on your own per-

sonal radio station.

Pandora was a won-

q’\ J(L \°
C %\71

wanted to
discover

new
music.
The

0%,
8

risk was that you were then only
listening to new music that was
similar to your old music. But as
one way to explore new stuff it was
fantastic. The music wasn’t down-
loaded to your computer, it -was
only streamed. Links were provid-
ed to buy the music from Amazon
or iTunes. Yet, the labels and pub-
lishers have demanded extraordi-
nary and crushing fees for each
song, such that Pandora is now
unavailable to UK IP addresses.
There has been an outcry from
artists and listeners alike, nothing
short of direct government inter-
vention will allow Pandora to re-
open. It is likely the same thing
will soon happen in the US, forcing
Pandora to close altogether.

Even if you disagree with illegally
downloading music, services such
as Pandora being shut down should
be troubling. The internet has the
potential to really let people

explore music and engage peo-

ple who didn’t previously p ﬁ
care. Charging r
absurdly high y ﬁ

fees for J \.

ly

ead, joshheller wants it opened

internet radio will only lead to
greater piracy and illegal stream-
ing. Deligitimising professional
organisations whose passion is
based on a love of music, and
whose staff is made up almost
entirely of musicians, is totally
counterproductive.

If we think copyright is bullshit
and it’s only labels not artists
that suffer from piracy, then
Pandora’s box should be re-
opened. If we think copyright
needs to be protected then
organisations that legimitately
allow users to discover music
online, and do it brilliantly,
need to be encouraged.
Pandora’s box needs to

be re-opened.

may be.

A4 T [0 B VLNV with what is being said will either nod or just keep

This section has always tried to be a
place where people can spout their opin-
ions however ill-informed or unusal they
If only more people would write
down their opinions for people to read, or
simply argue them. The requisites for doing so
are not that you know everything about which
you are talking, nor that you have thought
through each of your arguments to exhaustion. -
Not all opinions are valid but if you can
write a few hundred words explaining
what you think and why then you
should be encouraged to Rant at
every opportunity.

fighting talk

Barrack Obama talks about bi-partisanship a lot. Some kind
of third way let’s all come together and agree and stuff. Let's
all just shed our differences and think about how much we have
in common. What shit. Clinton, dynastic as her winning would
yeople are wrong. Aiming for
einous indiviuals is neither

Republicans. To
should step up a A
anti-women, anti-cho ¢:
gering borderline facists.” T ¢ f true democracy;
disagreeing. It should be encouraged in all aspects of life.
Selligerent and aggressive arguing isn’t a-very helpful nor a very
nice way to go about it, but not being afraid to disagree is one of
¢ worlds most valuable personality traits. An untold amount of shit
as been spouted and re-iterated due to people just blindly and dumb-
v accepting the present orthodoxy. It seems to usually happen in hos-
tels but other notable locations of ludicrous circles of people agreeing
are halls and posh people’s dinner parties. Everyone sits around
and just nods, régardless of what the other person says. They nod
and they say “hmmm... yeah... totally: As if the aim in a conversa-
ove as fast as possible towards consensus. Even people

:ople who aren't sure will assume this insane troll
1s ridiculous ideas like astrology. James Blunt |

Desent Toland Zisks. . .

The high seas have been a dangerous place for some time, and for

sailors of antiquity chief amongst their fears was to be marooned on

a desert island, either by the result of a shipwreck or intentional
marooning. To maroon someone was a favoured punishment for pri-
rates who were found guilty of cheating their fellow pirates, and the
marooned man would be left with a small amout of food, a flagon of
water and a loaded pistol to hasten his end if he so wished. Castaways
often died, though some did survive or fashion escapes from their
condition. Alexander Selkirk was a notable survivor of marooning,
and formed the inspiration for Robinson Crusoe. Selkirk requested to
be left on an island as he was so unconscionably afraid of sea mon-
sters. He survived four years on the island, now known as Ascension '

Island, before his former captain returned and named him the gover-

sole inhabitant, surviving by hunting and consoling himself by read-

ing the Bible. Two Spanish ships had reached the island before his
rescue, but being a Scotsman he faced possible torture and further
misery if he appealed to them for aid. Another fortunate castaway ~ hit the tracks then get mad drunk and‘
was Captain Edward England, a pirate and rough diamond who & gambles on tramp fights down the Old
formed the inspiration for Captain Jack Sparrow of the Pirates of' %

the Caribbean films. England was loathe to kill unnecessarily and

made many daring escapes from the authorities. His downfall how- \
ever was at the hands of his crew, who mutinied and marooned him

in the Mauritius. Ever the adventurer, England fashioned a raft
and sailed hundreds of miles to Madagascar across open

water. He later however was said to have died a ‘

pauper, his bibulous habits having driven
him finally to the gutter. Another fas-
cinating castaway with a tragic end
was the Dutch Leendert Hasenboch.
Found guilty of sodomy and
marooned, it is imagined that he died a

-~

terrible death of thirst some six months _,""”

later. He did however leave a diary, found
by English sailors and his story was
shared with the world. Today’s technolo- /i
gies have ensured that castaways are
soon rescued, though some hermits
“ have marooned themselves to escape
the pressure of the modern world.
Regardless, the stories of castaways
are a compelling reminder of a tougher
age when adventure was a career option as

opposed to an amusement

tive.

(OR WLEET'S ™ >,

| ToP REGIPE '

Arright kiddies, Wlefty here for your very %,
own personal edification. Had a tough week I
have, been rubbing Mrs. Wlefty’s bunions
-you fuckers better be glad you
ave to be doing that. I got a har
have between working the kitchen and,
stealing veterinary medicines to sell
nor of the island in jest. During his stay on the island he had been the 'IO tqlrugfaddicts, l%n(si I dﬁn’t Iget tI‘Ill,IC].’l ’
ime for meself. So when I gets a
break I likes to live it up in style I i
does. I goes out for pies and mash,

i
L

Kent Road. I bin

he kept it in

gotta wait baby. We just
aren’t where we need to be
right now. When you hit
sixteen give me a bell.

met at the AU. You look
like a gorilla and wanted
to gang bang my firend. I
find you strangely attrac-

——---~

w

. .

®.

yours

don’t
d life 1%

ettin’ on one tramp,
Old Nasty McSkank, for the last 10 '
years and always delivers. He’s got
fine pedigree as a fighter. I once saw
him bite an opponents nose off and

s pocket for the next
three months. Savage. So, you kid-
4 dies want some fun, give ﬂour J
old uncle Wlefty a bell. &

~~_._”‘
- LSE in
Emzil ihabesvar. pganib@isessul

are over you sick freak. You
stole my pony’s ketamine and
took a shit in my mum’s chest
of drawers. You need help.

Q..

are a wanton brigand and a
cad.You are of such ill repute that
even women of easy virtue do not
consent to your company. I am
to take. Ravish me.

e

 e———_—

N

o

follow you through the
library and have strange
dreams about you. I want to
lick your boots.

v

see you in my GN 101
class. You smell repulsive,
but I am strangely attracted

to you.
o

am a lonely academic,
you need a first. Its a sim-
ple case of pro quid pro.
Don’t my scared my little
muffin, I do this all the
time.

o

live above you. I drilled a
hole in my floor and watch
you cutting your toenails. Oh,
by the very beard of Lucifer
I want some friends.
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‘You can’t stop what’s coming...’

Based on the novel by Cormac McCarthy, No Country
For Old Men is the new film by the Coen Brothers,
directors of the cult classics Fargo and the insanely
quotable The Big Lebowski. They are America’s
beloved director duo, their films packed with witty and
ironic dialogue, pitch-black humour, film noir trim-
mings and splashes of violence. Their last two films
(Intolerable Cruelty, The Ladykillers) were duds, but
this is a major comeback.

Llewelyn Moss (Josh Brolin, American Gangster) is an
ordinary hunter who, for some strange luck, picks up a
suitcase of cash from the messy remains of a Mexican
drug deal gone bad. The assassin Anton Chigurh pur-
sues him. Llewelyn’s wife Carla (Kelly McDonald,
Trainspotting) and the world weary Sheriff Bell
(Tommy Lee Jones, Men in Black) are caught in the
crossfire.

Javier Bardem (The Sea Inside) gives an unforgettable
performance as Chigurh, a character destined to be one
of greatest screen villains of all time. What an inventive
presence: a stone-faced Kkiller, with a haircut resem-
bling the Jewish legend Golem, dispatching victims
with a pneumatic stun gun (it has to be seen to be
believed), and occasionally giving a smirk that is part-
oafish bloke, part-gleeful sadist. Simply, he steals the
movie.

All the elements of a cat and mouse chase are here: the
innocent man caught up in something he doesn’t
belong in, the killer around the corner, and scenes
bursting with brooding Hitchcockian suspense. Same
with the usual Coen Brothers’ devices: the kinetic
scenes of bloodshed; and the conversations Chigurh
has with bystanders are both threatening and absurd.
(It’s interesting that Javier has expressed his distaste
for gratuitous cinematic violence. But the blood spilled
gives an adrenaline rush, hitting the gross factor while

COUNTRY -

(WESTERN)

making us squirm and laugh. Perhaps with a bizarro
hitman, everything is in character? Nor is the film a
torture porn extravaganza like Hostel- it’s only rated
Ak

With the stakes so high, and the buildup to the
inevitable final showdown...the film unexpectedly
veers into a different direction in the last 20 minutes.
Not with a shitty surprise cop-out that most half-
baked thrillers collapse into, but a real shift in themat-

ic tone. Some bloggers complain the film peaked too
soon and the third act being seriously flat. I thought so
too in my first viewing during the London Film
Festival. The rapturous warmth from the audience dis-
sipated, the scattered applause at the end even more
apparent.

Having a chance to revisit the film, it was soon appar-
ent how dense it really is. The dynamics between the
three male leads suggests something more than the
typical good guy-bad guy conflict. Chigurh kills with-
out hesitation, kills in style. Seemingly omniscient and
even omnipotent, he somehow subjects himself to a
coin toss quirk. Llewelyn, a man who loves his wife
and presumably the moral centre, is after all motivat-
ed by the money. And Sheriff Bell, whose narration

angus tse reviews No Country For Old |
Men, the storming return to form from &

the brothers Coen

opens the film and appears intermittently until the
third act, gradually develops into someone beyond the &
stoic old man we presume. And the film’s setting in the ©
early Eighties, with the absence of computers and
mobile phones. And the gorgeous shots of the Texan

deserts...
And it all makes sense: the film is a contemporary
western. It’s not the cowboys-and-bandits archetype
that sadly many cinemagoers of our age still associate &
with the genre. Like the Old West cowboys struggling &
in the modern civilised world, we find the old timers
trying to come into terms with the new evils, ‘money
and drugs’, but also the sudden, almost capricious, acts =
of violence that we expect from serial killers (indeed, is
Chigurh one himself?). The machismo of Llewelyn and
Chigurh is a facade, instead more of the desperation -
and enjoyment of wiping the other out of existence. =
Besides the western themes, there are philosophical &
musings of fate, coincidence and time. The film is cer-
tainly bleak, pessimistic and borderline nihilistic, but
even this is debatable if you think about a particular @
nasty scene near the end. In short, those willing to ¢
immerse themselves will find plenty to talk about.
It’s acceptable that No Country didn’t win the Palme @
D’Or in Cannes: that went to the Romanian abortion ¢
drama 4 Months, 3 Weeks, 2 Days (a must-see current- -
ly in cinemas). Reading the film politically, as a paral- ¢
lel to our world facing Islamic terrorism, seems to be |
too austere (and perhaps too right-wing, if one treats @
the terrorist threat as evil of Biblical proportions). But &
with its accomplished craft and construction, the film =
provides pleasures that few genuinely achieve. It’s ¢
undeniably a great thriller, but it also doubles as a @
great western, standing on its own cinematically and ©
more than just an escapist attraction good for a night &
out. : -
No Country For Old Men is out on January 18th. It’s
easily one of the best of the year.
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writers who want to write about all of the
things. drop us an internet mail or an old
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you in print.
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The Metamorphosis, returning for
another season at the Lyric Theatre
in Hammersmith, is a play that
more than lives up to it’s lofty
source material. While there are a
number of necessary changes from
Franz Kafka's novella, this produc-
tion holds it's own as a work of rel-
evant, contemporary art.

It’s first major strength is the

writer, director, actor
and all round superhuman Gisli
Orn Gardarsson. His portrayal
of Gregor Samsa as the insect

potential Oxbridge students of a Grammer
school in Sheffield. His particular trick is to

and find evidence to support it. A tad ironic,
one might think, considering that this par-
ticular method seems to have spread into the
reviews of the play itself in which every
piece I read alludes to some new aspect of
the play or pursues a different line of
thought. As Irwing would no doubt point
out though, this is no bad thing. As Michael
Billington observed in the Guardian it was a
measure of Bennet’s success that just when
you think you have finally understood his
play it cunningly eludes your grasp.

Trying to find some consistent and singular
theme, therefore, is practically impossible
with characters and plots which, like real
life, are often much more complicated than
one first thinks. Take Hector for example;
the inspiring and eccentric English teacher
whose cause at first seems highly noble in
competing with the league
table obsessed head-
master to ensure
the boys

thomaswhittaker
Mr Irwin is brought in to prepare the

discover a new angle on a point in History

requires no costume or other props,
and relies simply on the sheer phys-
icality of his performance. It is a
grueling role. Gardarsson spends
most of the hour and twenty min-
utes of the show hanging from the
wall, or from the ceiling, arching
about like a contortionist.

The set itself makes its own contri-
bution.

Gregor’s
entire room is a purpose
built climbing wall for
Gardarsson to inhabit in his
buggy fashion. The floor that
seperates him from his family

become well rounded individuals, ready to
take on the world beyond the lecture hall.
We see a battle between the desire to teach
for the real world and the pressure of mod-
ern exam orientated teaching techniques
and in many ways it would be easy to take
this at face value but there is more to Hector
than this.

It is only when his indiscretion (occasion-
ally groping the boys he kindly gives a ride
home on his motorbike) is discovered by the
Headmaster, resulting in him being sum-
marily asked to retire early, that we find a
further layer to his character. We discover
that he is that greatest kind of egoist- one
who hides behind his own misconceptions in
order to create a myth of himself which he
hopes will outlive him, just as with the
Hardy’s drummer Hodge to whom he identi-
fies; buried ignobly in an unmarked grave
but at least with a name that will live on
after he is gone.

And in such a way his character does live
on in Posner, our future Hector; a touch
effeminate and suffering from a confused

and unrequited affection for fellow stu-
: dent Dakin he finds himself in
later life trapped in the
romanticized world cre-
ated by his past teacher-
deflecting the harsh
world around him in the
comfort of poetry and ' reminis-
_cences about his past school days
in contrast to his contemporaries
who have gone onto ‘higher’ exec-
utive standings in society.

Much of the play’s complexity is-
. *due to Bennett’s writing but the
actors themselves really deliver on
" the goods (especially when compared

~ different
7 that can be explored in this piece.

mighty morphln kafka stranger

go go kevinperry

is at various times a trampoline, a
tunnel and the hard floor where
Gregor’s most brutal beatings are
handed out, as the plot moves from
shifts shape from farce to tragedy.
All three of the
Samsa family
manage the difficult task
of balancing

comic relief with the edginess
of the situation. Gregor's
mother is played with neurotic
fervor by Elva Osk
Olafsdottir, eventually col-
lapsing into giggles as the
stress of their situation
increases, yet somehow hope
remains. There is a touch of
the manic John Cleese
about Tom Mannion's
portrayal

of Gregor's
father. He is an absurd man, sleep-
ing in his uniform and delighted
by any tiny act of recognition
granted him by his employers,
but while he is initially the most
antagonistic to Gregor, it is the
transformation of Gregor's
sisterGreta from thoughtful benev-
olence and performing acts of kind-
ness to frustrated acts of violence
on which the play's emotional edge
really plays out. Unnur Osp
Stefansdottir measures -this per-

with the rather inadequate movie produc-
tion). Daniel Fine’s Posner is superb. It must
be extremely hard to play the young man
with a penchant for show tunes and female
roles without falling prey to easy stereotyp-
ing and failing to find any further character
development. But Fines manages to negoti-
ate between this whilst also allowing the
truly crystal-delicate heart and soul of
Posner to come through.

Of course it is Barrit’s Hector who really
steals the show; at times inspirational and
eccentrically unpredictable he can also turn
the audience’s high emotions in a second to
ones of pity. When Hectors’ little indiscre-
tions are finally revealed to the teaching
staff we see this once proud and exuberant
character fold in front of us; becoming qui-
eter and more reflective, more concerned
about the legacy he will be leaving to his
students. This allows the audience to see a
little of what Posner will later be forced to
confront (it’s interesting to note that it is

only Posner who goes to comfort him while °

the other students look on in uncomfortable
silence when he finally breaks down in front
of them); a world of exuberance mixed
with falls into self obsessed
and romanticized despair. =
But of course it goes on &
from there and I have
found myself falling into
the same situation as
ot hite~r.
reviewers j
in con-
centrating
on one of
a hundred *
topics

formance perfectly, creating ripples
of laughter with her wooing of her
co-worker, and halting them with
the sharp tone of her angry shouts.
The allegories to the holocaust are
perhaps underplayed, although it is
does come through in Greta's co-
worker's uncompromising rebuttal
of her family and indeed her affec-
tions. The only real criticism of the
performance is that the highly cari-
catured and stylistic nature of the
scenes when the family is happy can
lapse towards the cartoonish.
However, this is a minor criticism,
especially considering that these
scenes are also used to showcase
Nick Cave and Warren Ellis' beauti-
ful score. It is positively cinematic
in scale, from the euphoric, sun
kissed opening instrumental which
washes over the waking family to
the nervy, frantic pieces which
accompany the discovery of
Gregor's condition, the music cap-
tures the shifting moods of the play
perfectly. By the play's climax,
.when Cave's voice finally comes
breaking through on a wave of
strings, and Gregor's lifeless body

hangs suspended in mid—stage, one

feels that he has finally found
peace. The “vermin” may be dead,
but theMetamorphosis is complete.

the Boys are back in town

knows his History Boy

I haven’t even touched on Dakin’s unreal-
ized affair with Irwin, or to take this further,
the interesting comparisons between Irwin
and Hector- which is incredibly unfair con-
sidering Tim Delap’s obvious abilities in the
part.

This is obviously the problem with such an
intricate and involving piece and it is prob-
ably better not to try and explore it in too
much depth with the amount of words I
have at my disposal as I could just not do it
justice. Suffice to say that I understand that
this will be the plays last outing for some-
time so please go along and see what you
think. No doubt you will pick out something
I missed but then maybe that just goes to
prove we are all potential Oxbridge candi-
dates in Irwin’s, and more importantly Alan
Bennet’s, eyes. :

'Where: Wyndham Theatre, Charing Cross

Road, London WC2
When: Monday to Saturday 7.30pm +

matinee performances on Thursday and
Saturday 2.30 pm
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Making the most
of your interview
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NEWS

Student Loan Repayment
_Gender Gap Extensive -
New figures, based on govern-
- ment projections for students
who entered university in
2006707, show that women
take 16 years to pay off stu-
dent loan debts, compared to
men, who take 11 years. Rea-

sons for this are a pay gap of -

up to 20%, and because
women are more likely to sus-
pend working in order to look
after children. The figures are
calculated based on assump-
tions about graduate lifetime
earnings drawn from the
British Household Panel Sur-
vey and Labour Force Survey.
Employment Prospects High
in 2008

According to the 17th Annual

UPS Europe Business Moni-

tor, 38% of UK employers
plan to hire more workers
within the next 12 months.
This is the highest reported
figure in 14 years, since the re-
port first began. 46% of em-
ployers aim to keep their
workforce at the same level.
‘Majority of Graduates Find
Favour with Employers

A survey by the Institute of
Directors shows that 80% of
members find graduate re-
cruits fo be honest, reliable,
and able to work in a team.
Over 75% added that recent
graduates have a positive atti-
tude to work, good work
ethics and are punctual. How-
ever, employers face difficul-
ties hiring graduates with
good literacy and communica-
tion skills. While 25% of mem-
bers thought young recruits
were well-prepared for the

world of work, 90% of the

members thought that univer-
sities should do more to pre-
pare graduates.
- Assessment Companies Fmds

_Graduates have few Work-

place Survival Skills
Talent Q, a people assessment
company, found that gradu-
ates are anxious, communi-
_cate poorly and suffer from a
“lack of confidence. They lack

resilience to criticism and

have little power to influence
_decisions. Graduates also have
unrealistic expectations of

their employer and role, while
not recognising their own lack

of workplace survival skills.
Polish Workers Winning Jobs
Ahead of British Graduates

The Director-General of the
CBI has noted that highly

skilled, motivated Polish
~workers are gaining greater
_employment than British uni-
versity graduates, who fre-
_quently struggle with basic

maths and English skills. He

_observed that if businesses are

’—'unab‘le 1:o find the right skllled‘

~ more able and wﬂlmg to look
_for workers elsewhere.
Lying on CV Widespread
Research shows that one in
_four submitted CVs include at
- least one lie. Common lies in-
_clude exaggerating qualifica-
_tions, salary, length of service
~and job titles. More extreme
applicants have claimed to be
_graduates of fictional foreign
_universities. However, employ-
ers who uncover even small
lies are likely to fire the em-
ployee in question.
Private Sector Payment Rises
Data from Income Data Serv-
- ices shows that graduate jobs
in the private sector are expe-
riencing pay rises which aver-
age at four per cent, an
increase of 0.6% since last
‘month. This rise is triggered
- by arise in inflation rates. It is
‘widely hoped that the re-
ported pay rises will result in

the government mcreasmg pay

How to succeed at

Types of interviews \
£

One-to-one: this is the most common type o
interview. You are face to face with one person,
answering their questions

Panel: you are interviewed by more than one
person. They will alternately ask questions
about defined areas. This is common within the
public sector.

Telephone interviews are becoming increasingly
common, and should be prepared for as if they
were face-to-face interviews. It’s especially im-
Q)rtant to listen carefully for verbal cues.

f How to be prepared...do your research
You can never be too prepared! Read and re-read the or-
ganisation’s website and mission statement, and keep an ey
on currenmt events, particularly those relatmg to your cho
sen industry.
But don’t limit research to your organisation. Silly as i
suonds, you also have to brush up on yourself! Check ove:
your CV and cover letter and re-read the answers you wrot
on your application form. If you mention a special area o
interest anywhere, your interviewer is almost certain to as
you about it, so read up on those areas.
Assess yourself from an employer’s perspective. Are thei
any areas of concern which you would raise in their posi
tion? For example, is there a gap of several years in yo
CV? Emphasise how productively you spent this tim
(whether it involved travelling, writing a novel or raising
family). Is your degree not directly related to the fiel
you're applying for? In this case, emphasising transferal
skills and the freshness of perspective you can bring is ke
If you take a long hard look at yourself before the intervie
any questions on these points won’t come as a shock, an
you will able to answer them competently and swiftly.
Grab any opportunity to talk to anyone working in your in
dustry, whether this means contacting alumni or attendin
chuitment events. :

[ It yoy’re .atten(!ing\

a lunchtime interview...
Brush up on your table man-
ners...and practice them!

Don’t order an alcoholic bever-
age. Some employers are put off
by staff who drink in a busines
context, and it’s better to be saf
than sorry at this point. It’s al
most always safe to order coffe

or water.

If you do spill, excuse yourself td
clean up, but don’t spend the rest
of the interview apologising! It’
not the end of the world, an

your interviewer will understan

Qat you’re nervous.

Don’t smoke or drink before or dur-
ing your interview...some potential
employers may be put off :

interviews

Source: Corbis

P iew involves being asked questions
people, usually from different divisions within the organisation

[ What interviewers are looking for w
What employers are looking for can be summed up b,
the three Cs.

Competencies: whether you are competent to do th
job J
Commitment: how much you want the job, and ho
much time and effort you will put into it

Cultural fit: whether you will fit in with the office cul-
ture

If you’re applying for a job, it’s likely that you have tI:J
right qualifications. Employers use the intervie
process to evaluate your commitment to and enthusi-
asm for the position offered...and more importantly]
the work involved.

Interviewers will use the opportunity to judge whetherj
you as a person will fit in well with the company and
the current team. This means it’s important to sound
co-operative.

Be confident and direct, but also humble: no one wantsf
to hire someone who appears arrogant and close-
minded.

Interviews are also used to assess your critical and an+
alytical abilities, so it’s important to give well-consid-
Qed, logical answers.

( Making first impressions work for you

ouble check when and where your interview takes place.
Aim to arrive about 15 minutes early. Any earlier will inconvenienc
your interviewers, who may feel obliged to rearrange their schedule:
for you. Any later than that, and you risk being late.
Never arrive late! If you’re running late, definitely call your inter:
viewer beforehand, apologise profusely, explain (briefly) why you’
running late and estimate your time of arrival.
Dress neatly. While it might not be necessary to wear a suit in you
line of work, business attire. Cover any visible tattoos. Men are gen:
erally advised not to wear jewellery (apart from a weeding band) a
this may put off more conservative employers. Women are advised t
wear light, neutral make-up.The most important thing is to be well
groomed.
Don’t smoke just before your interview. The smell of smoke may b
off-putting for your interviewers.
Don’t underestimate the power of body language. When you mee
your interviewer, smile warmly and offer a firm handshake (not to
firm). If you are facing a panel interview, shake hands with th
women first, then the men. During the interview, sit straight an
don’t fidget - doing so will only make you look nervous and de
Qated.

St
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about what you have to say.

question. Don’t ramble!

[ Answering the questions

Maintain eye contact while speaking

Enunciate clearly and speak at a reasonable volume. Don’t mumble - mak
sure that what you say can be heard! It’s important to appear confiden

Give some thought to your answers. It’s important to demonstrate you

analytical skills, and your interviewer will appreciate your taking time tg
- Janswer the question fully.
Avoid using extra-grammatical words and phrases, e.g. ‘yeah’, ‘you know
Answer as concisely as possible, but don’t compromise on answering the

If you find yourself getting flustered and are blanking on the question

Beaver

( How to answer tough questions \
Why are you leaving your current employer?

I want to take on more responsibilities / chal-
lenges but the opportunities aren’t available
with my current employer right now

I had anticipated that my current position would
largely involve design, but instead, dealing di-
rectly with clients is taking up most of my time. If
appreciate the need for clients to have personal
contact with designers and enjoy giving and re-

15 January 2008

_fmain role was to lead a team of fifteen people to present a project to :

yourself and then continue to answer the question. It’s better to take som
time to answer a question than to'give a quick, incoherent reply if you'r
feeling nervous.

Give concrete examples. Refer to specific projects, giving dates and refer-
ring to specific tasks you carried out. For example, instead of saying ‘I had
a wide range of responsibilities, particularly managing my team’, say ‘M

stop for a moment and take a few breaths. Take some time to re-oriena

through lack of use!

client. We had a deadline of fourteen days. I carried out logistics, co-ordi:
nated between team members and delegated tasks’. Also list any of you
reasons for wanting this job, or leaving your current employer, as spemf-

Q:ally as possible. = < :

the chance.

your work?

‘ Fafie This question is an attempt to assess how diffi-
e ¢ cult you are to work with. Make sure you empha-
Isise your co-operativeness and openness to

criticism.

/ Practice makes
perfect N

Rope in a willing, or even unwill+
ing, friend to play the role of in-
terviewer.

Prepare your answers and prac-
tice saying them smoothly and
concisely.

Speak in front of a mirror to

I’'m currently making £

pared to pay me.

@t at least £

efore your interview, practice

ceiving feedback. However, I'd really like to re-
turn to a point where I’'m focusing mainly on
design and can improve on the skills that I al-
ready have. I certainly don’t want to lose them

When I saw this position advertised, I knew it
was an opportunity I couldn’t miss. The opportu-
nity to carry out independent research is ex-
tremely attractive, and it’s a position I've been
waiting and looking out for, so I had to jump at

How do you respond when colleagues criticise

I try and take any feedback I receive on board
and always strive to work on my weak areas. I
pay particular attention if I receive similar com-
ments from several people. I think it’s important
et g to share ideas and suggestions within a team.

i However, if I feel the criticism is unwarranted, I
always try and explain my position calmly to the
colleague in question. There are some issues I
feel strongly about, and in these cases I think it’s
important to outline my point of view.

'What kind of salary are you expecting?

. The job description
indicates that this job involves greater responsi-
bilities, which I'm eager to take on, but I would
hope that this is reflected in what you are pre-

I’ve done research on current market rates for
this kind of job, and as I'm well-qualified, I'd ex-

=/

monitor your facial expressions.
Make note of any areas that need
improvement and work on them

th(hardest. )

saying your answers out loud
in front of a mirror and moni-
tor your facial expressions

f Over to you

Interviews are a two-way process. At some point, usually towards the end, you will be invited to put forward an;
questions you have. This is an opportunity for your potential employer to reassure you on any points...but it’s als
an additional opportunity for your interviewer to find out more about you. The questions you ask - or indeed don’
ask - can still influence your interviewer’s decision of whether or not to offer your the job.

It’s important to prepare at least one or two questions. If you don’t have any, you run the strong risk of appearing
unenthusiastic and uninterested.

At this point in the process, it’s inappropriate to ask questions about your salary and holiday entitlements. Instead
you should ask about those areas which your interviewer hasn’t covered in order to demonstrate your eagernessj
for the job.

For example:

‘Do you usually carry out internal promotions?’

This question indciates your willingness to do well and advance

‘What opportunities to gain extra qualifications are offered?’

This shows that you’re eager to improve your value to the organisation. A particularly helpful question to ask in
the legal, financial or human resource fields.

‘Do you have any reservations about my ability to do this job?’

This gives you the opportunity to hear any concerns your interviewer may have and to reassure them. If they’re con
cerned that you're inexperienced, emphasise your eagerness to learn quickly and point out any transferable skill
@ have acquired during former jobs, university life and extra-curricular activities.

o
= emergency

use...
If somebody asks|
the question you’ve
dreaded, and you
draw a complete
blank and have
nothing to say, you
don’t need to bluffy
your way out! Sim-
ply say: ‘that’s an
interesting / im-
portant question
and I'd like some
more time to con-
fsider my answer.
Would you mind i

we come back to ij
at the end? Thi

gives you a little
time to reflect on
what to say, and
hopefully by the
end of the process]
you’ll be warmed
up enough to an-

swer the question
L competently.

herself. A lot of staff are eager to help and skilled, and I would take advantage of this.”

\ thing you want to do at this point is offend anyone.

r'ﬂlmgs to avoid \
Never complain long and hard about your current boss or colleagues. After all, you never know who knows who! More than that, company loy-
alty is something highly sought after by employers, so any whining - even about a competitor - will make them think twice about hiring you. If
you’re asked your opinion about your current work situation, keep your criticismishort and constructive. For example: “If I were in my manager’s
position, I'd delegate tasks more. I understand the need to make sure projects are presented perfectly to clients, but she creates a heavy burden for

It makes a very poor impression if you ask questions about salary, holiday and lunch hour entitlements, or whether or not you’ll get your own of-
fice. You need to ask questions demonstrating your eagerness to get the job and do the work well, not indicate how eager you are to leave!
Avoid sarcasm or making any sensitive jokes. Keep your communication open and professional, and make sure any humour is strictly PC. Thelajst
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Internship Opprtumty mth
Low Carbon Investors UK

An exciting opportunity to
work in the ever-expanding
field of clean energy, energy ef-
ficiency, cleaner fuels and sus-
tainable construction. This
internship is ideal for students
with a background in econom-
ics.

Deadline: 21st January 2008
Send your CV and covering let-
ter to Akif Chaudhry at
akif@lowcarbon.gg

Intern with the Financial Times
Students and recent graduates
now have the chance to intern
with a newspaper with a global
reputation for quality consumer
journalism. Interns will assist
the weekend editor and work
within the editorial team. Min-
imum one month. Unpaid.
Deadline: 31st January 2008
Send your CV and covering let-
ter to Rachel Reed at Edito-
rial.AssistantNewsroom@ft.co
m. Make sure you specify
clearly how long you would like
to stay.

Be a Researcher with Jane’s In-
formation Group '

Work with the renowned mili-
tary expertise group and pro-
vide information to clients such
as the Ministry of Defence.
Commission, edit and write re-
ports on terrorist and insur-
gency groups. -

You are particularly encouraged
to apply if you have Arabic lan-
guage skills

Relevant degrees: .

MPhil/ PhD in Intematxonal
Relations

MPhil/ PhD in Internatmnal
Relations (Joint)

MSc in International Relatlons
BA in History

BSc in International Relations
BSc in International Relatlons
and History

Deadline: 28th January 2008
Send your CV and covering 1et;~
ter to Rachel Grubb at
Rachel. Grubb@]anes com or by
post to:

Jane's Informatmn Group
Sentinel House, 163 Bnghton
Road

Coulsdon, Surrey

CR5 2YH

Graduate Training Scheme wntb
Informa UK Ltd -
Join one of the leaders in pro—
viding information to academic,
scientific, professional and
commercial communities
around the world. 12-month ro-
tational training programme,
with training provided by ex-
perts in their fields. Extensive
opportunities for international
travel. -
Deadline: 1st February 2008
To apply, fill in the online appli~
cation form available
https: //static.wen.co. ukfe
pany/informa/search_engine
m.html -
Two week London-based in-
ternship with K&L Gates
In conjunction with Employ-
ment Opportunities for People
with Disabilities, K&L Gates is
offering a paid legal work
placement with the leading in-
ternational law firm. Open to
penultimate-year law students,
final year students not taking
law, and postgraduates with rel-
evant degrees. Please note that
this opportunity is only avail-
able to disabled students and
graduates. Placements run be-
tween 30th June to 11th July
2008 and 14th July to 25th July
2008.

Deadline: 15th February 2008
To apply, please email Shazia
Hussain at
shazia.hussain@eopps.org to re-
quest an application form. The
form should be sent to: :
28-30 Worship Street

London -
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uccess on your own terms

Chloe Pieters interviews Merrill Lynch’s LSE Recruitment Captain Piers Butler

understand you’re an LSE

alumnus yourself. What

were your experiences at
the LSE when you attended?

I attended the LSE from

1976 through to 1979 so it was

a while ago! Nevertheless I
think similar to today it was a
real melting pot of different
cultures and ideas because of
the high proportion of overseas
students. Indeed I remember
taking part in (peaceful)
protests to reduce tuition fees
for overseas students.

What kind of activities and
societies were you involved in?

I was Captain of the Judo
club and remember being
knocked out by a Japanese stu-
dent who turned out to be a
champion of one of the islands!
There was a lot of political
debate at the time and I used to
take part in a lot of them. The
Three Tuns was a favourite
meeting place!

In what ways do you per-
ceive the School has changed?

I get a very strong sense
that the School has become
much more proactive in ensur-
ing its future through active
fund raising and has an ambi-

A first is
arly imp-
ressive but if
that is all you
have to say for

yourself that

may not be
enough to get
B

tious vision to be pre-eminent
in social sciences and related
subjects. I also think it is very
aware that the competition for
bright students is extremely
high and increasingly global
with the mobility of qualifica-
tions such as the International
Baccalaureate.

What makes LSE students

in particular so attractive to
recruiters? What do they, as a
collective, contribute?

In simple terms it produces
very high quality graduates
with a strong academic back-
ground. The international mix
of students and its cosmopoli-
tan campus is also appealing
for a business with an interna-
tional outlook.

What are some of the skills
that LSE students should
improve in order to appeal
more to recruiters?

I am not sure there are spe-
cific skills that I would want to
highlight, but students have to
be realistic that most prospec-
tive employers get hundreds if
not thousands of applications
so students need to think hard
about what differentiates them,
and make sure that stands out
in any CV or online applica-
tion.

What do you look for in an
ideal candidate?

The initial online applica-
tion basically screens for aca-
demic qualifications, numeracy
and competencies, so when we
get to meet a student for the
first time we tend to focus on

his/her personality, ability to
be a team player and passion
for what he/she believes in and
wants to achieve.

Are language skills becom-
ing more important?

Language skills are
increasingly important given
the globalisation of business in

general and = Investment
Banking in particular. Of late
the Middle East has been a fast
expanding area for financial
markets so Arabic is going to
come in handy, but then again
so is Russian, Mandarin etc.

What’s more important: a
first, or a long list of extra-cur-
riculars?

I would say neither, it’s
really a question of balance. A
first is clearly impressive but if
that is all you have to say for
yourself, that may not be
enough to get you the job.

What opportunities in your
industry are there for students
not taking the classic
Economics/Accounting  and
Finance/Actuarial/etc degrees?
Are these students at a disad-
vantage?

I wouldn’t say so, we
recruit from almost every
degree type so I don’t believe
such students would be at a
disadvantage, although they
clearly need to do a little more
due diligence to get a sense of
what a career in financial mar-
kets entails. Then again we are
always available to answer
questions and provide addi-

tional information. For exam-
ple the book clubs we have
been running are a good oppor-
tunity to develop your financial
knowledge in a more informal
context.

One significant controversy
that’s been cropping up during
internship applications is that
of students who ask for other
people’s help to complete some
of the online tests. For exam-
ple, they may ask a fellow stu-
dent with better linguistic
skills to finish a language
assessment test. Is it possible to
identify these students during
the process? How does it
impact on your decision-mak-
ing? Do you have any plans to
change how tests are adminis-
tered?

I'm not sure it is, but the
application is only the first
step in the process and I would
like to think that if there were
any real weaknesses which had
been “air brushed” out at that
stage they would be picked up
during the interviewing
process. Also I really wouldn’t
recommend it because ulti-
mately if you are not true to
yourself you are unlikely to
succeed.

Walking into a career in publishing

Lucie Marie Goulet writes about her work with leéding children’s books publisher Walker Books

he UK publishing indus-
try is the second biggest
in Europe, generating
£18.5 billion in sales annually.
It covers books, magazines,
newspapers as well as more
and more electronic resources. I
had wanted to get some experi-
ence in the field for a while,
and when I needed a get a new
job at the start of the year
decided that it would be a time
as good as any to start.
After a quick search on the
Internet, I sent my CV to a
bunch of temp agencies spe-
cialised in the field. They are
numerous, and even though
there is no comprehensive list
of them, the website
vww.bookeareers.com is a
pretty good way to get started.
It also has job vacancies and
the usual interview and CV

N, DOO

advices.

The first problem was that
as a student I could only work
part-time and that none of the
agencies I contacted did such a
thing. The second problem was
that I had experience in news-
papers and radio but not in
books publishing as such. I did
however end up with a one day
a week assistant position in the
marketing department of
Walker Books, a leading pub-
lishing company for children’s
books. To be absolutely fair, I

had never heard of them before

the night prior to my interview.
I understood how big they are a
week in the job when I went to
Waterstone’s children books
department and realised that
roughly every other book was a
Walker Book. The same day,
while waiting for my bus, I saw

e mar-
keting strat-
egy being
shaped,
events

a double-decker pass by with a
poster for the new Anthony
Horrowitz book on it. The
funny thing was, I had seen the

campaign being fine-tuned and
the frenzy in the office prior to
Snakehead’s release.

The job itself is not overly
exciting, even though I'm
apparently doing a key task in
the department, namely photo-
copying press reviews, sending
them to the books’
authors/illustrators before fil-
ing them. It does not require
specific skills either, apart from
a capacity to do the exact same
thing over and over again. I
have however learnt how to
master the art of photocopying
pretty much anything, no mat-
ter how weird, double sided or
whatever else the document
can be.

The tasks I got assigned are
far from being the best part of
my job. I sit in an open space, 7
hours a week, in the middle of

the marketing/sales depart-
ment. I see marketing strategy
being shaped, events organised.
I have a better understanding
of what happens between the
moment a manuscript is
acquired and the moment I get
the book off the shelves. I've
seen pages being laid out, dum-
mies created. Since I haven’t
been around for long, I still
find amazing the idea that I get
to see books and even some-
times get a chance to read them
before they are out. There also
is the slight pride of opening a
newspaper and finding a good
review, or seeing Snakehead
listed in the paperback best-
sellers lists for the sixth week
in a row or so.

I have also acquired a pret-
ty good knowledge of the
Walker Books catalogue. I'm

not sure how useful this can be
when I'm going to be looking
for another job. It has however

‘given me a glimpse of what

British children can read. One
of the things I enjoyed most
when I'm in France is this feel-
ing that I have a common cul-
ture with people which partly
comes from the fact that as
kids we’ve all read the same
books or so. As a foreigner, no
matter how well you might
speak the language, it’s some-
thing you are bound to miss. -

It’s generally a good experi-
ence because it does not only
pay the rent, add lines on my
CV but has also widened my
horizons and given me a better
idea of the publishing industry.
And that’s all I would like my
student jobs to be.

GET IN BETWEEN THE SHEETS WITH PARTC.

VACANCIES

corporate employers, as well as a wide variety of LSE alumni..

PartCareersis always looking for students to send in their artides. if you have donean intemship, applied fora Master’s, been accepted to a graduate
schemein the City, or just want to voice your opinion about a careers related issue, please write in. No commitment necessary.
If youare interested inany of the above email
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ing a host of financial and management issues, the

02 Arena in South East London is finally open for
business. The arena began as the Millennium Dome and
housed a major exposition that celebrated the start of the
third millennium. The exposition’s conclusion in December
of 2000 left the facility’s future uncertain. Eventually the
original interior of the structure was demolished and the
facility was rebuilt as a multi-purpose entertainment com-
plex. The redevelopment was completed last summer with
the new venue formally reopening as the O2 Arena on June
24th 2007.
The 02, only open for the last seven months of 2007, still
managed to come in at third place on the list of most popu-
lar music venues, selling 1.2 million tickets. It trailed only
the Manchester Evening News Arena and Madison Square
Garden. Those impressive numbers can largely be attributed
to extended stays by two prominent artists; Prince and The
Spice Girls. Prince rocked the O2 for 21 nights late last
summer and The Spice Girls countered with a 17 gig stand.
The O2 also saw performances by Linkin Park, The Rolling
Stones, Keane, Foo Fighters, Smashing Pumpkins, My
Chemical Romance, Kanye West, and Bruce Springsteen.
Fans and promoters alike appear to be very pleased with the
02.as a venue and early indications are that it will easily
ascend to the top position of most popular arenas in 2008.
Linkin Park and the Smashing Pumpkins have already
scheduled return trips to the O2 and extended residencies
by Michael Jackson and Whitney Houston are also rumored
for 2008.
The indisputable highlight of the O2’s brief history was the
highly anticipated return of Led Zeppelin. The eyes and ears
of the music world were firmly focused on the O2 last

S even years after original construction and follow-

December 10th, as a Zeppelin reunion had aroused specula-
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tion and hopes for twenty seven years. Over twenty million
people entered a lottery for 16,000 available tickets. The lot-
tery entitled a successful entrant to purchase two tickets at
a price of £125 each. Harvey Goldsmith, who handled the
ticketing for the event, enacted many policies to prevent
ticket touts from profiting on the charity concert. The
restrictions led to controversy as many deemed the process
unfair and ultimately failed to prevent crafty brokers from
reselling tickets and lottery pass-codes. A recent article in
The Guardian found that the average resale price of a
Zeppelin ticket in secondary markets, such as ebay or
Seatwave, to be a staggering £7,425. The price underscores
the magnitude of the Zeppelin reunion and the lengths des-
perate fans were willing to reach for a chance to see the
band. The reunion turned out to be well worth the wait and
perhaps even the price as fans and critics hailed the superb
comeback.

It would not be fair to compare Led Zeppelin’s reunion at
London’s O2 Arena on December 10th with their concerts of
the seventies. During their twelve year run, Led Zeppelin
enraptured audiences and laid claim to being the preemi-
nent live music act in the world. As great as Zeppelin were
on many nights, it is worth noting that they also turned in
quite a few drug-addled, disappointing performances. Many
wondered how a mature Zeppelin, twenty seven years
removed from a full gig, would reconcile their crushing style
with the limitations of age.

Sadly, the impetus for this historic reunion was the death of
one of music’s brightest personalities, Ahmet Ertegun, the
co-founder of Atlantic Records and paternal figure to scores
of young musicians, including Zeppelin. The evening served
as a tribute to Ertegun with proceeds benefiting his epony-
mous educational charity and opening performances by
close friends Paul Rogers, Paolo Nutini, Foreigner and Bill
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richarddewe experiences the momentous reunion of Led Zeppelin
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; Fa A
at the 02 Arena

Wyman.

Zeppelin were originally asked to perform for forty minutes
and last June met for a series of secret rehearsals in London.
The band, who built their reputation on excess and perfec-
tion, quickly determined that a proper reunion would
require a full two hour set. The three surviving members,
Robert Plant, Jimmy Page and John Paul Jones were joined
by Jason Bonham, the son of original drummer John
Bonham, whose death in 1980 on the eve of a North
American tour prompted the band’s dissolution.

The corridors of the O2 Arena offered scant indication that
Led Zeppelin, often associated with the counter culture,
were the attraction of the night. The rebellious youth who
partied for hours prior to Zeppelin shows in the seventies
were replaced with well dressed professionals bound for
corporate hospitality suites. The long, wild manes of hair
that Zeppelin has traded in, were equally absent in the
crowd. Parents who came of age with Zeppelin brought
their children, and the many young faces confirmed
Zeppelin’s continued relevance. Rock & Roll elite such as
Sir Paul McCartney, Eric Clapton, David Gilmour and Mick
Jagger all filed in, creating a buzz that escalated as show
time neared.

To remind the audience of Led Zeppelin’s barnstorming
style, vintage newsreel footage of the band on tour in the
seventies played on a massive digital screen behind the
stage for five minutes prior to the bands emergence. Without
warning, lights illuminated the crowd, power chords thun-
dered and Robert Plant belted the familiar lyrics “In the
days of my Youth/I was taught what it means to be a man.”
Led Zeppelin had finally returned, and the crowd’s response
was deafening. ;
The reunion was refreshing as Zeppelin played without
additional support or altered versions of their classic hits.
Sure, Robert Plant wasn’t a golden god bounding about the
stage. His voice however was surprisingly sprite and the
notes that are now out of reach he didn’t attempt. Jimmy
Page clearly benefited from the years of sobriety and time
removed from touring; playing with exacting precision and
even resurrecting his violin bow solo on “Dazed and

Confused.” No one could fill the massive shoes of John

Bonham, but his progeny proved a more than adequate
replacement by replicating the thundering drum solos that
exemplified the band’s sound and cemented the elder
Bonham’s iconic status.

The concert united people from over fifty countries and
spanned generations of music lovers. Each -member of
Zeppelin appeared energized throughout the evening as this

was no longer their job or obligation, but as Jimmy Page:

noted “a chance to let the genie out of the bottle.” Zeppelin
made no mention during the evening of any future perform-
ances, but that couldn’t stop speculation among fans exiting
the arena who were in universal agreement that Led

Zeppelin had turned in an extraordinary performance.

FIVE DAYS OF CAPITAL MVUSIC

rahimrahemitulla iooks ot whot Lonodon has to offer

might be feeling like you never left and Christmas
never happened, or you might have spent the last
seven days in bed, refusing to accept that essays and books
are back on the agenda. Either way, now is a good time to
do two things. One of those things is to reflect. Reflect on
what has been; on how many drunken nights have been
had, on what progress has been made toward your ulti-
mate goal of world domination, and on how those new
years resolutions are coming along. But it is dangerous to
look inwards too much. Introspection is undoubtedly a
useful and necessary virtue, and
whilst we should consider
those events which have past,
we must also always have an
eye looking forward to what
- will be.
With that in mind, I took a look
at what London’s music
& scene has to offer over

You’ve been back at LSE for about a week now. You

over the next five days

ing as ever. However to start, and perhaps to get a hold on
knowing what you don’t like, you could satisfy your com-
mercial cravings by checking out the man who no one
admits to liking, (but someone out there must be buying
the albums), James Blunt. Playing tonight at the
Hammersmith Apollo, the focus is likely to be on showcas-
ing tracks from his latest album, ‘All the Lost Souls’, but
there can be little doubt that the major tracks from his
first record, which need no mentioning by name here, will
also be on the set list. Let’s hope that he is at his girly,
soppy best. (Or vomit-inducing worst, depending on your
point of view).

For Wednesday night, you might want something a little
more under the radar, and so you could take in the
Hungarian surf guitar outfit that is Agaskodo Teliverek.
Performing at Westbourne Studios over in W10, their
mash-up of guitar riffs, beats and acid-house blips will
certainly provide the antidote to an overdose of main-
stream culture. They are a recommended pick by that other
London cultural criticism mag, Timeout.

Thursday night sees a host of jazz acts in the capital and a
visit to any of the established venues such as Charlie
Wright’s at Old Street, the 606 Club in SW10 or Dalston’s
Vortex will provide high quality acts.

Moving into the weekend, Friday offers up an interesting
contrast. On the one hand, you could go see the Spice Girls

608_5

at the 02 Arena in Greenwich, or on the other you could get
down to Asian Dub Foundation over at east London’s
Cargo nightclub. It’s like a choice between stale white
bread you never really liked when it was fresh and some-
thing more exotic and challenging, like say, aubergine
curry. Where the power-pop, all girl five-some have a gig-
gle about men and relationships, A.D.F. engage with
weighty political issues such as immigration and religion,
all to the backing of a furious hybrid of ragga, bhangra,
jungle and even punk.

Finally, come Saturday, you might just want to go in for
some good ‘ole indie-rock. The term seems to be bandied
about these days fairly freely, but you’ll find some of the
best of the current crop at the Islington Academy’s
‘Artrocker’ night. Bands on show include Good Shoes,

These New Puritans and Bombay Bicycle Club among oth- -

ers.
If none of the aforementioned acts are to your liking you’re
in luck, for this is London. From cutting-edge Hungarian
surf rock to desperate career revivals, this city has it all.
More importantly, if you can dream it, then there is a space
for it and most likely an audience too. If you didn’t fill
your first week with exciting cultural and musical excur-
sions, reflect upon that, and don't let your second week
pass by in the same manner.

I
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adamjohns on the Wy~

t is a dark time for rap music. In today's cli-
mate, where sales are continually slipping,
lyrical standards are rapidly devolving, and

some of the most successful artists are making
up dances and generally behaving in ways that
would have once led Suge Night to rough them
up at the Source awards, there is not much to
look forward to. Certain fans are turning away
from Rap and towards other genres, while oth-
ers are simply giving up on life in general.
Amidst this climate the Wu-Tang have rekin-
dled hope with a stunning return to form on
their new album, 8 Diagrams.

The album harkens back to the Wu-Tang

heyday of the mid-90's. Rather than mimicking
the sonic template of early Wu, with its dusty
kung-fu horns and ghostly sampled drums, the
album takes the classic sound in a more pol-
ished direction. The influence of RZA’s work on
film scores (most notably that of Quentin
Tarantino’s Kill Bill) can be clearly felt in the
the cinematic sheen present on a number of
tracks. New-to-Wu elements like freaky guitar
noodling (courtesy of John Frusciante, the orig-
inal 90s guitar wank) and Spaghetti western
horns
Refreshingly, the production manages to once
again sound completely outside the mainstream
rap climate, which is a hallmark of all the best
Wu releases.

make frequent appearances.

Lyrically, the clan's remaining 8 members

(the 9th, Old Dirty Bastard, passed away in
2004), sound reinvigorated and enthusiastic.
Lesser-known members like U-God come to the
fore, contributing impressive verses such as "I
do the honour, shaolin bomber/ sharkskin
armour, I bring the drama". Raekwon and
Method Man, both of whom who have recently
released unimpressive albums, redeem them-
selves on "Campfire" and "Rushing Elephants"
respectively. RZA "strangles cold bottles of
becks like a vexed German". All and all, the
album demonstrates maturity growth while
etaining the inventiveness and fire of the
Clan's best releases.

While this positive view of "8 Diagrams" is

shared by many, it is not pervasive, and this
division of opinion is particularly evident in the
clan itself. Ghostface and Raekwon have pub-
licly criticized RZA for ignoring the input of
the other members, and the group is currently
on tour without RZA, performing no songs
from 8 Diagrams. Despite the album’s critical
success it has largely been a commercial flop,
selling only 130 000 copies in its first four
weeks (in. comparison to 1997’s Wu Tang
Forever, which sold 600 000 in its first week).
While some of this dissention likely stems from
financial disputes, the unwillingness of the
Clan to embrace 8 Diagrams is disappointing.
Unlike recent Wu-Tang solo releases such as

WU Tang Forever?

Spice Up Yeur Life.

hollieastman experienc

P
tosnegy \lon <
Fang ian s

aged women, none of them with their

original faces, a tad too.skinny, their
skin marred by child rearing. It all looks
so familiar, like remembering a dream, or
being back in 1997. And yet it is real.
A decade after their split, Sporty, Ginger,
Baby, Posh, and Scary have once again
returned to the stage.
When I heard that the Spice Girls were
doing a reunion tour, to say that I was a
bit excited would be like saying those
Tesco adverts are a bit shit. I was literally
willing to sell a kidney to get a ticket.
Though the Spice Girls may have failed
as ambassadors of Girl Power, for myself
and countless other twenty-somethings
they hold a very special place in our
hearts.
Arriving at the concert, the O2 arena was
filled to bursting with twenty something
ex-Spice Girl wannabes, their unwilling
partners, and their mothers, many clutch-
ing at overpriced merchandise and don-
ning t-shirts splattered with the “Girl
Power” and “Zigga Zig Ahh” slogans of a
decade ago.
Despite rumours of Bewitched and
Cleopatra coming along to open the show,
there was no supporting band. After all,
who could prepare an audience for what
they were about to see?
Rising from the floor of the stage, to the
eternal strains of “Spice up your life”,
they began. In a moment, I forgot the
past, the tears of Geri’s departure, the
trauma of the break up, all those Spice-
free years. It was as if they had never split
up, dancing and strutting as if it were

Imagine the scene: Five near-middle

Robyn — Be Mine
Released: 14.01.08

miohns

obyn’s follow-up to her first UK
Rnumber one “With Every

Heartbeat” plays down a bit of the
freakiness of some of her recent releases,
keeping it relatively straight. Instead we
get. a heartfelt “Sixteen Candles Prom”
sound with lots of whooshy strings and,
dare I say it, pathos. It’s smooth yet jit-
tery, hyper-melodic and, as is Robyn’s
wont, roughly 900 times smarter than
most pop music. She even does this little
spoken-word interlude where she
sounds really Swedish. And with that, I

swoon.

Hot Chip - Ready for the Floor

t is not easy to point to a single cause when looking
Ifor a reason why this track is the musical equiva-

Ae v,

Or Else.

1997 all over again.

Another song, another outfit. For “Who
Do You Think You Are” the girls recreated
their legendary Brit awards apperarance,
Geri donning a replica of her infamous
Union Jack dress. Every time Posh Spice
sang there was a huge cheer and a round
of applause.

The music slowed. The lights dimmed. The
girls began to sing “Mama”, with a new-

Fynoricasess

Fyranc g hen

found sentiment given that all but one
Spice has now embarked down the road
to motherhood. On the chime of the last
chorus the stage was swamped by the
bands’ offspring. The terrified-looking
baby of Baby Spice was thrown into her
mothers’ arms after having a neon pair of
earphones chucked on it. The irritatingly
named Brooklyn Beckham, cradled in his
mother’s arms, did his best imitation of

the famous Posh pout.

Next, each Spice was given some alone
time on the stage, an opportunity to show
off the successes of their solo careers.
Posh, as the only Spice to have failed
absolutely in her post-Spice pop career,
used her moment in the spotlight to show
off her so-called fashion career. Turning
the stage into a cat walk, she strutted
around, chased by a group of photogra-
phers. Geri, umbrella in hand, leapt
around the stage half-naked to “It’s
Raining Men”. Scary lived up to her name
by taking advantage of a poor audience
member, dragging him onstage, locking
him in a cage and grinding up on him for
the next five minutes. Good thing the
bulk of the audience has reached adult-
hood.

In keeping with the adult theme, “Two
Become One” was given a raunchy
onstage remix, with the band swinging
around poles like they were doing it to
pay the rent.

The tabloids said they only did it only for
the money, but I am unconvinced. During
their rendition of “We Are Family”, the
band genuinely appeared to be enjoying
themselves, happy to be reunited under
the banner of Spice.

The show concluded with the awesome
“Wannabe”. It was as if we were all ten
years old again, singing into our hair-
brushes in our bedrooms, “Zigga Zig
Ahh” echoing from every mouth in the
stadium. In one word, Spicetastic. A

childhood dream had been realised, and

to be honest, if I had died tomorrow I
would have been quite content.

The Kills - URA Fever

partB IS FOR THE
CHILDREN.

. Released: 07.01.08

I

me to write that he is dating Kate Moss, and
~ also because anyone who is in a band should

- automatically realize that dating Kate Moss
will overshadow any possible musical
accomplishments that band could make,
lumping said band into London Lite territo-
ry for the foreseeable future. That said, I just
found out that they are working with Spank
Rock producer XXXChange on their new
album and this intrigues me. A musical
fusion of XXXchange’s proficient American
. booty music with whatever type of music
| the Kills do (do they sound like the
Libertines?) has the potential to entertain.
So I listened to the new single URA Fever
which is good and sounds sort of like disco

DY dQ
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mjoans

want to automatically dislike the Kills,
not only because one of them is dating
Kate Moss but also because this obliges

space blues and now instead of disliking

Released: 28.01.08

them I am simply indifferent. Which is
refreshing, like a summer breeze.

Supergrass - Diamond Hoo Ha Man

Released: 14.01.08 Lipe =S

jorulm

Ghostface’s Big Doe Rehab,” which largely
eschew innovation in favour of settling into a
comfortable niche, 8 Diagrams represents a
tep forward. With rap’s mainstream relevancy
fading, capitulating to the traditional sensibil-
ities of a narrow fanbase will only hasten this
decline. 8 Diagrams may not catapult the Wu-
Tang clan back to its former mainstream
. prominence, but it is an impressive, innovative

piece of music.

lent of a hit in the balls. Is it the utterly silly lyrics,
Alexis Taylor’s feeble voice, or the uninspired hum-
drum melody which completely ruin this track? This is
the exact order of annoying factors you will encounter
when listening to it, and repeatedly you will ask your-
self how much worse it can get. Not even a good remix
would make it suitable for clubs. On the other hand,
Aphex Twin, when asked by Nine Inch Nails’ Trent
Reznor to remix one of his tracks, produced a com-
pletely new piece, without even bothering to listen to
the source material. Such an insult might very well be
the only way to make something good out of “Ready for
the Floor”.

more slump”, others just get better and better.

Supergrass firmly belong to the latter category. Now
already in their second decade, they are at an absolute peak.
“Diamond Hoo Ha Man” has a raw, stomping sound that is
almost too appealing. In combination with Gaz Coombes
undeniably sexy voice, and lyrics that make only a weak
attempt of disguising what I perceive to be rather raunchy
double-entendres, it makes a song that is hard to resist. If
this single is an indication for their sixth studio album
“Diamond Hoo Ha”, then we can expect a real gem.

Some bands never recover from the dreaded “sopho-
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One Cold Night in Murmansk

willjoce explores deep in the arctic circle

he sun barely shows itself in
Murmansk during the winter. It
rises late in the morning and
apathetically crosses the sky before set-
ting in the early afternoon. The city is
dark, gloomy and very, very cold. We
had been drawn there by the lure of

. seeing the northern lights and spent

several chilly hours on our first night
up on the hills above the city. The lights
had been magical, one of the moving
experiences that you know you will
never forget, but that left us six nights
in Murmansk to kill and very little to
do.

i Often we would stroll through the

snowy and deserted streets, stopping
every so often to buy more beer from
the kiosks along the way. One evening
we came upon a group of people stood
about outside a bar. The group were
obviously very drunk already and
deferred all our questions to a squat
but very solid looking man who seemed
to be in charge. The party going on
inside was being held in honour of a
wedding and although it was a private
party the squat man insisted that we
come in as honoured guests. We were
not going to turn down this unique
chance to witness up close a Russian
social ritual and, besides that, the
vodka would be free.

When we got inside we realised just
how honoured guests we were to be. Or
at least, I was to be. The squat man who
had invited us in seemed to think that
Harry was only my translator so took
him off to one side and sat me at the top
table next to the bride. She kept beam-
ing at me, clearly honoured by the pres-

-ence of a foreigner at her wedding. She

didn’t speak any English though, and
my Russian didn’t extend to eloquent
well-wishing so I smiled at her and
raised the glass I had been handed. In
addition to the vodka in my

hand there was a 7

glass of evil

looking wine placed on the table and
several plates of food set out before me.
I could see Harry far over in the distant
part of the room talking merrily with
the squat man so I could see nothing for
it but to tuck in. I soon realised that
this was a mistake as the food was
awful and washing it down with the
disgusting wine just made it worse.
Unfortunately the people around me
took my hesitation to mean that I want-
ed more vodka so my glass was refilled
and we all drank again. I was desperate
to avoid eating any more of the food so
I began trying to chat with the people
around me. Thankfully the large shots
of vodka were taking effect at this
point as I always find it easier to speak
in foreign languages when I am slightly
merry and soon I was chatting away
with the bride and the guest on my
other side, who turned out to be her
father. I must have seemed an eccentric
character to say the least. I had
removed my coat, which was a sober
colour to fit in with the Russian style of
clothing. Unfortunately underneath
that I was wearing a loud red fleece,
which was by far the brightest item in
the room and made me very conspicu-
ous. When I removed my large fur hat I
had revealed an exceedingly scruffy
mop of hair that was now sticking up at
alarming angles no matter how much I
tried to surreptitiously pat it down into
place. I also had the wire of my head
torch wrapped around my torso and
draped over my shoulders so that the
torch part swayed in front of me, a
movement that grew more exaggerated
as the vodka flowed until it was nearly
throttling the people on either side of
me. Thankfully they were intrigued
more than offended, and I made sev-

e Craagsl

demonstrations of just how bright my
head torch was. After a little while I
noticed that people were coming into
the room just to look at me with curi-
ous expressions on their faces. They
would stare at me for a little while,
quite openly, and then retreat in obvi-
ous amazement at this peculiar west-
erner sat merrily in the midst of their
party.
Just then everyone at the table started
standing up and there was commotion
everywhere. It took me several
moments to realise that the tables were
being cleared away so that dancing
could begin. But not before someone
had forced yet another glass of vodka
into my hand. The bride’s father at this
point excitedly decided that rather
than the bride and groom having the
first dance, as is tradition, I should fur-
ther honour his daughter by taking to
the floor with her. I was by this point
quite drunk and was having trouble
walking in straight lines, let alone try-
ing to coordinate a dance with an over-
exuberant Russian woman. On top of
these objections I could see the groom
giving me nasty looks that I didn’t like.
There was no arguing with the father
and in my drunken state everything
very quickly became a disorientating
blur. Soon I was confused, off balance
and nauseous. When the dance finished
the bride grabbed me in an all-envelop-
ing hug, which was useful as it stopped
me keeling over right there in front of
the entire crowd but I could still see the
husband glowering at me from a few
feet away.
I decided that I had had enough.
Speaking very loudly in English I took
the hand of the squat man and began
shaking it, explaining that

i Sy

although we were very sad to leave we
were grateful for his hospitality. Once
my slurry speech was over I made to
move towards the door but found I
couldn’t. The squat man had my hand
in a vice like grip and was not letting
go. In fact, he now had Harry in one
hand and me in the other and neither of
us could move. I decided to act as if this
was of no matter, and we decided on
balance to stay for another drink. As
ever, someone was ready and waiting
and another glass of vodka was pro-
pelled into my hand. Once I had a drink
in my hand he seemed to think I was
less of a flight risk and he let go. I saw
a chance. I proposed a toast and Harry
was therefore furnished with a glass
immediately. While I was gushing
something about the friendship that
existed between Britain and Russia
that we must all work to maintain I

_motioned Harry towards the door. We

downed the toast and then sharply
made our way towards the exit, careful
to keep smiling at the assembled guests
while pushing through them at a speed
that only just passed for dignified.
Once we were on the street and trying
to put on our hats, coats and gloves the
squat man came barrelling out of the
door fuming. Feeling that the status of
honoured foreigner had brought me so
far this evening and must still have
some resonance I stepped forward
towards him with a smile on my face
and attempts to pacify him on my lips.
I was cut short in this, however, when
he delivered a very swift and painful
knee to my groin and I collapsed onto
the snowy pavement. As I lay groaning
and trying to clamber to my feet I just
about made out the clunk and cry of
Harry being given a jab in the face
before I was on my feet and running
down the street as fast as I
could.
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o we over did it a tad over the
Christmas break, ate a few too many
.+ mince pies, drank a few mulled wines
o the excess. Christmas is the season of
verindulgence, the day just is not complete
unless you have passed out in a turkey
nduced coma nursing your food baby in
ront of the Queens speech — the time of
ear is sponsored by an obese elderly man
n a red suit- obviously you’re going to put
n a few pounds here and there... but for
ome reason we don’t really seem to mind,
we sit back and eat a few more mince pies,
Zzour yule tide buldge is accepted.

But then, all of a sudden, it’s January
he first. Crap. A new year is upon
s and that means that we :
ave to make new resolu- :
 tions to lose those
recently acquired )
love han-
 dles.

ancercise to some Z list
elebrity’s second cousin twice
‘removed demanding that we at all g
look at them and bask in the glory of the

eight with great ease by only wating let-
‘tuce leaves and drinking the urine of virgin
oats which can only be found in the upper
ountains of Mongolia. Gosh, its so simple
anyone can do it.

Every single vaguely lifestyle orientated

“guide to dieting, aptly and originally named

act that they have lost half their body

emphatically stating that the phrase “how is
it going” should be avoided at all costs, the
demise of all conversation with said dieter
would quickly follow.

We are weight obsessed which considering
we are as a nation thought to be pretty podgy
is rather interesting. The obesity rate in the
Britain amongst adults has doubled in the
last decade. Our televisions are infiltrated by
shows such as Can Fat Teens Hunt? on BBC
three and a new channel three programme
about some guy called Charlie Walduck and
his quest to lose thirty stone in order to avoid
an early and oversized grave.

It is a New year so apparently society
requires a new you. But why? I was quite fond

of the old you... why are we
defined by

magazine has its own lose weight fast plan of
action smeared across its front page. The
Times have their own health club and the
Independent released its “revolutionary”

the “no diet diet”, promising the opportunity
to eat yourself thin. The internet is also here
to lend a helping hand, Fatloss4idiots.com
promises a lovely supportmg role in your
new health kick.

Diets turn normal rational human beings
into crazéd angry calorie counting psychos. I
know I've been there, I vividly remember the
day that I allowed myself half a walnut

instead of a whole one, because the other
half would have pushed my calorie

our size

and our infinite e
need for change? Do we
really need to change our lives on
the first of January every year? Were
they really that bad two weeks ago that
we need to overhaul our daily routines
" and cleanse our calendars. If they were that
bad last year, why did you wait until now
for the excuse that is a kick up the arse of
the start of the new year to make the

intake change?

Go(i)r}to the Resolutions are pointless, rules after all
] & are made to be broken. Boots have a change
most unwant- 2 2
one thing campaign, as a result of acknowl-
ed event for

edging that we are all incapable of sticking
to our resolutions. They advise that we pick
just one little thing to change in our daily
routine, therefore if we stick to our little

someone on a diet.
The Times last week dished out guides about
how to live with someone who is on a diet,

change we can get that all desired sense
of satisfaction that we have achieved
something.

There are dozens of websites designat-
ed to helping us stick to our resolutions
by making step by step plans and set-
ting attainable goals, blah. A resolution
is afterall for a year not just for a week.
But where is the fun in that? If we must
make these promises to ourselves
should they not at least be interest-
ing, sure getting yourself
organised would be
practical, but
something
1= 1kae

o climbing
’ Mount Everest, now that
would be an awesome way to“
enrich your life in 2008. Why spend af
small fortune on a gym membership
that is only to be discarded behind your
sofa after two weeks. Life is supposed
to be fun — existing on a diet of boiled
spinach leaves is not.

Embrace your vices, they make you

human. So what if you smoke a bit,
have a few pints too many, get the bus
instead of walking to university, if we
were all perfect Jeremy Kyle would be
out of a job.

CES 2008

simonwang looks at what you could be looking/reading/watching/wanking off to in 2008

And as for
Macworld...

t time of writing, the biggest

electronics show in the

world, the Consumer
Electronics Show (CES) in Las
Vegas, is finishing, leaving behind
it some some of weirdest gadgets
to be concieved by man - but also
what seems to be some hard facts
over trends in the coming year ->

The Wireless
Revolution

More and more
people are making
their homes wore
wireless, and CES
this year echoes
this fact - from}
wireless USB to
RF earbuds and

every TV, as well as
new Wireless
streaming formats
beyond WiFi and 3
- such as WiMax#¥
which tries to

- increase the range and speed of
Wireless connections, as well as
WirelessHD, which also uses those
wireless TVs to distribute wireless
content straight to the user.

Gamers have a lot of money
Big PC gaming hardware compa-

nies are really targetting PC

gamers this year - from super
powerful gaming graphics cards
costing in excess of the price of all
three gaming consoles combined
(and several hundred pounds to
spare), stupidly wide (about a 3:1
ratio length to width, pictured)
monitors and expensive custom
PC cases. It seems that PC gamers
have a lot of disposable income.

Mobile Internet Devices

Clearly not satisfied with having
the internet at home on their
PC/Mac/TV/PS3/Wii or on the
move on their laptop/DS/PSP/
Mobile/Palm, this year devices
actually called ‘Mobile Internet
Devices’ means that you can
install tiny computers in your car

o

or carry a hand sized computer
which allows you to access the
internet absolutely fucking any-
where, without need of a wifi con-
nection.

Environmentalism

There was a (relatively, in compar-
ison to previous years) stress on
environmentalism this year at
CES. With pressure from
Greenpeace and other pres-
sure groups, there
has been an
increase in environ-
mentally friendly
products with lower
power consumption
and being made
from ‘safer’ materi-
als.

Blu-Ray
Although I hate to say it partly
because a)l hate Sony and b)lI
really can’t tell the difference
between HD and DVD even on a
40 inch HDTV with my eyes being
clamped open, HD-DVD is clearly
falling behind Sony’s Blu-ray in
the HD format wars, which
became more than obvious at CES
this year, with more support for

- the Blu-Ray disc format. However,

I would recommend waiting. And
not buying either. Ever. ‘

By the time you are reading this,
Macworld, Apple’s big, big show
for Apple geeks will have either
commenced or will be commenc-
ing in a few hours. Stuff on the
(predicted list) include a tiny
Macbook Nano which will be

completely
- ash based hard
drive (which has
never been done on a
* commercial laptop
before), new updates to
Lepoard to deal with some of its
security flaws and adding new
features onto it. On top of that, it’s
expected that Apple will release
the iPhone SDK, the mechanics of
how the iPhone works, to allow
third parties to mess around with
the iPhone and create new fea-
tures for it, and finally HD & rent-
ing to iTunes which will allow you
to rent high definition movies off
iTunes and watch them for a limit-
ed time. However, this is all still
speculation at the time of writing,
and no one really has any idea of
what will be announced.

And there have also been rumours
of Apple’s ‘new platform’, which
could be anything from an iFarm
to an iFuck.
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tuelve BB,

. exclusively, obsessively about |
| that boy.

much more emphasis is placed

. on kissing under the rain/in
| the middle of fields/ on the
Eiffel tower.

 such as Dirty Dancing, Meet

| in 10 Days etc. These is the
 grown-up version of the kiss-

e

alicepfeiffer takes

: Welcome to chick flicks- deuxieme

partie
Last week discussed the evil busi-
ness of chick flicks and how it per-

verts youthful females’ romantic i

expectations.

© This week, we’ll have a look at the
. portrayal of sex and what kind of

preparation, of warning it
gives to teenagering maid-
en minds- how does it for-
mat desire, what kind of
expectations does it set?

As mentioned last week,
chick flicks -for chicks®
about a chick (chick= girl |
in Hollywooglish) - revolve*
around a love story ie:
around a guy. The film fol-
lows the relationship, seen
from the girl’s point off
view. The story is practi-§
cally identical from one
film to the other, the only dif-
ference is a slight change of
scenery- why? Because from
the minute the girl meets the
boy, the story, her life becomes

Sex is present but not central-

Think of sex scenes in films

Joe Black, How To Lose a Guy

ing scene in the younger ver-

| sion (teen chick flicks, the créme de
 la créme of all wicked film forms)

Ten Things I Hate About You,
She’s all That, Clueless.

Sex first appears as a ghost, it is

presented as a mystique within the

story, an unmentionable decision to
do ‘it’. The sex scene usually hap-
pens at the end- it is the final out-

 come (often, but not always; if it

happens earlier, it is a ‘mistake’, an
‘accident’, followed by a blushing,
shameful girl who can’t look the
guy in the eye- poor Bridget Jones

. went through a diary-long of being
| tortured by Hugh Grant, the non-
= love her life, for sleeping with him
~ too early.)

£ Depicted from the girl’s point of

view, it is never spontaneous but a

off her bra

thought-out decision. It
. is rarely immediate, or
something that hap-
' pens within the first
few dates but rather, a
= build-up towards -not
" U sex, God forbid, no-

Love-Making. It is an

. emotional perform-
. ance, not an act-
ing out of ani-
mal libido.

No desire is
ishown on the
' girl’s part, she
makes the
decision  to
show’ her love
o the patient
oy. The wait-
| ing is a form
. of man-test-
_ing: A ‘good’
man waits,
i S
waiting/patience is
a proof of caring.
If it is something a
man ‘deserves’ for
. having fulfilled his
' chivalrous duties, it
" means the girl is
. doing him a favour-
in other words, giv-
~ ing something, per-
forming something
- out of
' generosity/duty.

' Don’t get me wrong,
' I am not saying girls

' should, out of het-
& ero-liberation, jump
into bed with every
frog-next-door, but
desire be a mutual thing? Instead,
it is often shown as a reward, some-
thing the girl gives to the boy - in
other words, it is a currency, it is in
the girl’s power to give or retrieve.

Hollywood formats relationships to
the point that it dictates the
‘wrong’ or ‘right’ length of time to
wait. ]
The issue is, why is this self-
restriction, self-denial only expect-
ed from girls? Why isn’t a similar
self-control equally as expected
from boys?

Rather, this is representing as a
sexual taming of the other. It
inscribes arbitrary ‘relation rules’
into everyday life, as if girls needed
to ‘trick’ boys into caring about

shouldn’t

- on and the film often skips

- QouLez-vous?

c. HICK I.IC Ks - QAT PO

‘them beyond the bedding opportu-

nity.
This outlines a strict frame of sex-
ual freedom, of possibilities and
unspoken ‘rights’.

(This is often created through the
use of a ‘villain’- the ‘other girl’
often brunette, who doesn’t wait
and who, by the end, bitterly
regrets it. Grease’s Sandy- blonde,
virginal- cries about mean busty
brunette competition, but wins,
naturally. To situate the sexual act,
chick flicks often portray two
extremes of femininity- the virgin
and the whore- that is, male-creat-
ed characters of course.)

The act itself is also full of
conventions.
There are very few/®
reminders of what isf
actually going on. It is
always presented as
steamy, profes- 8
sional yet nat- _gi
ural rendez-
vous. There is
no sense of pace, lit-
tle notion of begin
ning and end- it is
an encounter
rather than an
activity; the girl]
goes through a
continuous slow-
motion orgasm. 4
Yet it is never
explicitly sug-§
gested, a per-
formance of feelings
rather than acting out
desire- love, never lust.
The man is shown as las-
civious; the woman as
sexual but not conscious
of it (or at least unable to
distinguish emotions and
sexual desire). The nudity
(or lack off) is unsugges-
tive, prudish- the bra stays

to ‘the morning after’.

Gender is performed in signs, £
each reinforcing a patriarchal
male/female model: the
woman is slowly stripping,
‘giving’ her body to the man,
she is her own reward to him.
He approaches, initiates, domi-
nates, she allows.

The everyday realities of the act are
also ignored: no sweat, no funny
noises, no mention of contracep-
tion (one doesn’t get pregnant in

Hollywood, that happens in the
‘happily ever after’ that no one is
interested in seeing on screen.)

Sex itself is desexualized; penetra-
tion is virtually ignored (I'm not
suggesting that it should go natu-
ral geographic, but it is like a dark
secret the film tiptoes around...yes,
Hollywood has invented phallus-
free sex)

What preparation/warning does
this give to young girls? (What kind
of complex does it give to not so
young girls?)

And what kind of pressure
does this put on young

"w% R boys?
L While girls watch chick

watch porn (yes I'm

What hope for

-
L and satisfaction
does this leave?

I have to confess, I've
. seen all the films I
. discuss and shhh,
I’ve enjoyed a lot
L% of them. Guilty
. as charged. For
‘all the girls who have caught
themselves watching
' them...don’t feel guilty, that’s
- what they were designed for:
' they are enjoyable if one identi-
fies with the main character;
girls feel indirectly gratified by
. the heroin’s man-catching suc-
cess. By identifying with her
| ‘journey’, one is unconsciously
absorbing her version of ‘femi-
'ninity’, accepting her idea of

~ sexuality.
' * By recreating a fake female gaze,
| the movie perpetuates male-dom-

inated hegemony: a female narra-
tor leaves no choice but to follow
her choices in order to follow
the film.

Sex, no sex, too much sex- air-
brushed humping only exists on-
screen. So...voulez- vous coucher
avec moi ce soir?

flicks, teenage boys

understanding |-
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Matthew Partridge sets
Barack Obama’s

foreign policy

credentials against

those of Hillary Clinton

| Warning: cape does
not allow user to fly

—

part from John McCain’s role as
Athe ‘comeback adult’, the emer-

gence of Barack Obama on the
national stage - from well-received
speechmaker at the Democratic con-
vention in 2004 to temporary fron-
trunner four years later - has been the
most compelling story of this election.
Although ‘Obama-mania’ may have
cooled with his shock defeat in New
Hampshire, the Senator from Illinois
still commands’ worldwide attention.
However, very few people have com-

pared him with Clinton on anything

other than a superficial level.
Choosing between the two candidates
is an important decision for the
Democrats, and one which could
potentially determine who inhabits
the White House. Given the interna-
tional nature of much of the election
coverage, it is only appropriate that

these comparisons should focus on -

what the two could bring to the table
in terms of foreign policy, both in

terms of the Middle East and the

wider world.

Barack Obama’s foreign policy
platform is based on two main argu-
ments: that he can pioneer a new
approach to foreign policy based on
hope, and that the act of electing
someone with his background would
in itself send a signal to the Muslim
world. In his speeches he has ham-
mered these two points home, stating
“if you think that America must offer
the world a new and hopeful face,
then I offer a different choice in this

_race and a different vision for our
future.” He also insists that “I've lived

in Muslim countries, even while I'm
Christian, so I know how they're there
thinking about issues” and having

i -someon who lived in Jndonssla

childhood occupying the White House
“could not be a more effective mes-

sage that we are breaking from Bush

and Cheney policies. And it will make
us more safe. It will give me more
credibility on the world stage than
any other candidate that is running.”

By contrast, Hillary Clinton
emphasises her experience, both in
the Senate and in the White House. In
her campaign speeches she has said
that “experience in foreign affairs is
critical for ending the war in Iraq,
averting war in Iran, negotiating a
Middle East peace and dealing with
North Korea.” Clinton has also
attempted to combine commitments
to end the war in Iraq with an asser-
tion that “U.S. policy must be
unequivocal: Iran must not build or
acquire nuclear weapons...a nuclear
Iran poses a direct threat to its neigh-
bours in the region, with Israel as its
chief target.” Indeed, Hillary Clinton
took a lot of criticism for supporting
legislation that designated the
Iranian Revolutionary Guard as a ter-
rorist organisation.

It is clear that on the issue of for-
eign affairs Hillary Clinton is much
stronger. Still, many have criticised
the New York Senator for her asser-
tion that her time as First Lady can be
counted as experience (although
many of the same people portrayed
her as a Lady Macbeth while her hus-
band was in office). To the contrary,
even Dick Morris, a former adviser to
her husband turned sharp critic of the
Clintons, (and now consulting Mike
Huckabee’s campaign) has admitted
that she was deeply involved in the
administration’s political strategy,

ER R AR FCREE

Lady, Hillary Clinton visited eighty
countries and acted as an ambassador
for women’s rights. Clinton’s refusal
to buck the antiwar line that has
taken over the Democratic party
shows that she may still precipitously
withdraw from Iraq and drop the
broader idea of spreading democracy.

exactly inspire
confidence

‘be a great s

However, her need to be perceived as
somewhat hawkish will mean that she
will at least attempt a strong foreign
policy.

With only three years in the
Senate (and one of them spent on the
campaign trail) Obama’s inexperience
is simply frightening. If he had ever
led, run or held anything to do with
foreign affairs it would be a different
matter, but the ship of state cannot be
left to someone whose license is provi-
sional. Even when he was given a
chance to shine on the Foreign
Relations Committee (a privilege
granted to few first-time Senators) he
missed many meetings and achieved
little. Although his supporters assume
that he can surround himself with
advisers, it is ultimately the President
who has to make the final decisions,
sometimes in situations where the
advisers are divided or have their own
agendas. His rash comments about
unconditional negotiations with Iran
and launching military operations, to
hunt Al Qaeda inside Pakistan
regardless of Pakistani consent do not
exactly inspire confidence, especially
since the latter remarks were made in
an insecure effort to compensate for
the former.

Even Barack Obama’s talk about
the ‘politics of hope’ is dubious. After
all, Republicans Ron Paul and Mike
Huckabee are definitely ‘mavericks’in
the same way that Obama is the ‘can-
didate of hope’, but that doesn’t make
their extreme views or his optimism
any more valid. Hope without sub-
stance is just desperation. The elec-
tion of a “skinny kid with a funny
name who believes that America has a
place for him, too,” would definitely
ymbol of how American

L B R X *
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society has changed. It is naive in the l

extreme, however, to believe that it
could have any effect on stopping Bin
Laden or even building the interna-
tional coalitions America needs to
ensure its security. If the American
electorate want to send a symbol to
the rest of the world, electing a female
President might be more powerful.
Although Hillary Clinton’s policies
are disappointing, she is the best of
the remaining Democrats.
Unfortunately, the inexperienced
Barack Obama would (for this cycle)
be too much of a risk for America. &

OBAMA ON PAKISTAN
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our months of negotiations
Fbetween Russia, the European

Union, Serbia and Xosovo’s
Albanians have failed to break the
stalemate between Belgrade and
Pristina over the destiny of Kosovo.
While few Kosovars want little less
than complete independence, Serbia,
backed by Moscow, refuses to give
anything more than autonomy. The
UN Security Council mandate, which
administered Kosovo for the past 10
years, formally expired on the 10th
December 2007 and this seems to cast
a shadow of uncertainty over the
future of the province, even though
judicial and policing duties will be
guaranteed in the short run by an EU
mission. Many attempts to find a final
agreement have failed, such as the
“independence with international
supervision” plan proposed by the
UN’s special envoy, Marti Ahtisaari.
(Serbia rejected it because it granted
independence to Kosovo and
Albanians because it offered too
much autonomy to Kosovo’s Serbs).
Any action through the UN Security
Council itself is blocked by Russia’s
threat to use its veto for any resolu-
tion opposed by Serbia. However, it
looks like Kosovo’s Albanians will
anyway declare independence unilat-
erally with the support of the EU and
the US. But the West would commit a
mistake in supporting Kosovo’s inde-
pendence in these circumstances. It is
still not the time for an independent
Kosovo.

In fact, if unilaterally declared,
Kosovo'’s independence will have dan-
gerous consequences at all levels -
international, regional, and internal.
It would not only further alienate
Serbia and exacerbate relations with
Russia; the United Nations system
would also be deeply delegitimised.
Such a hazardous move would also
create a dangerous precedent in inter-
national law. Who will then be able to
oppose Serbian claims to annex the

Republika Srpska from Bosnia, it
being one of two republics in the
Bosnian federation inhabited by a
majority of ethnic Serbs? Who will
then be able to stop Macedonia’s
Albanians from claiming independ-
ence? The sizeable (25 per cent)
Albanian  minority living in
Macedonia already rebelled in 2001
against the central government, and
might be galvanised by an Albanian-
led and independent Kosovo.

But a hasty declaration of inde-
pendence will play firstly against the
Kosovars themselves: an independent
Kosovo remains economically and
politically unviable. Kosovo would
become a landlocked state with a
huge trade deficit and a rate of unem-
ployment of 20%. Energy dependence,
primitive infrastructure, an average
monthly salary of 200 euros and
reliance on foreign aid entail a sce-
nario quite different from what
Kosovars expect from self-determina-
tion. Moreover, Kosovo’s civil society
and political institutions remain
underdeveloped and two main dan-
gers threaten their healthy develop-
ment.

The first is the relationship with
the Serbian minority. How will it be
possible to foster mature governance
and an inclusive concept of citizen-
ship if most of Kosovo’s political fac-
tions maintain strong anti-Serbian
feelings? Who will be then the guaran-
tor of Kosovo’s Serbs? Secondly, crim-
inality. Kosovo is already a drug-
smuggling hub and Albanian mafia
groups are heavily implanted in the
province. How would the fragile and
young state of Kosovo cope with the
issue? The Italian intelligence agency,
for one, is not optimistic, if the
extracts from its report on the
province quoted by the Belgrade daily
Vecernji Novosti are to be believed. "If
Kosovo becomes independent, Europe
will get a new state hosting 80 per-
cent of heroine trafficking, a state

whose economy is fully based on
international assistance and money of
criminal organizations." Kosovo has
turned into a zone of free criminality,
where criminal gangs are closely con-
nected with political elites. According
to military intelligence sources in the

NATO-led peacekeeping force in

Kosovo (KFOR), 80 per cent of gross
income in the province is made by
criminal activities. It is then possible
to compare Kosovo with Moldova, a
country where the economy remains
vulnerable to higher fuel prices, poor

agricultural weather, and sceptical
foreign investors; and where 30% of
population lives below the poverty
line. Europe definitively does not
need another Moldova.

Kosovo’s independence would
also bolster the case for radicalism
and impunity in Serbia. The sudden
frustration of Serbia’s campaign will
translate in a rise of the Serbian
Radical party (a party which still
denies any wrongdoing in Kosovo
during the era of deposed President
Slobodan Milosevic). Hostility to the
International Criminal Tribunal set
up for judging the war crimes com-
mitted during the Yugoslav wars will
also only increase, damaging its
chances of indicting key Serbian sus-
pects. Taken together, all of this would
hinder the democratic transition of
Serbia, which would in that case
refuse any further negotiation with
the EU and NATO and rally even clos-
er to Russia.

Almost ten years ago, NATO
forces intervened against Milosevic’s
Serbia in order to stop the horrific
atrocities that his regime was perpe-
trating against ethnic Albanians - not
in order to give independence to
Kosovo. Milosevic has been since
prosecuted and Serbia is now a
democracy, albeit a fragile one. After
all the sufferings they have endured,
the Kosovar people surely do deserve
their own state, in the sense of a sov-
ereign public entity which acts for the
welfare of the people. But in the deli-
cate economic and political situation
of 2008, that sovereignty would be fic-
tive. One day, with a less hostile
Serbia, with stronger political institu-
tions and a more developed economic
base and culture of legality, Kosovo
will be ready. For the moment, howev-
er, independence without Serbian
consent would be a dangerous move. !
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As Georgia went to
the presidential polls
on January 5,
Antonia Strachey
was there with NGO
The National
Democratic Institute
to observe the
election

n the fertile lands of the
ICaucasus, there is a long tradition

of feast making. When a group of
friends gather around a table, a leader
of the evening is chosen by consensus.
This person has the title of ‘tamadar’
or toast-maker, and for that night the
toast maker will lead the draining of
glasses in the recognition and cele-
bration of friendship, victory and
good food. If anyone else around the
table wishes to make a toast, they nod
in the tamadar’s direction and the
floor is theirs. So, the position of
tamadar is not autocratic and, since it
lasts for just one evening, it is not per-
manent. This kind of tradition of
rotating power and the recognition of

different views gives one hope that

democratic principles may flourish in
Georgia. At the moment, however the
future is not clear.

The elections that took place on 5
January came at a potentially pivotal
time for Georgia. Mikhail Saakashvili
was returned to the presidency for a
second time. He first came to power
on the back of the West-leaning Rose
Revolution in 2003, replacing the
Soviet-era incumbent  Edvard
Shevardnadze. Mr Saakashvili has
since lost swathes of supporters
through disillusionment with the slow
pace of economic change and his
authoritarian response to riots in the
capital, Thilisi, in November 2007. The
international consensus is neverthe-

Beaver

less that these recent elections were
broadly democratic, and that he has a
legitimate mandate for his second
term.

However there is a far more seri-
ous problem with these recent elec-
tions which is, paradoxically, more
ephemeral: the tone in which they
were conducted and how that tone
was perceived by Georgians them-

selves. During the campaign period
politicians of almost all parties dug in
the political garden and enthusiasti-
cally threw mud in all directions. The
tone was often one of aggressive polit-
ical wrestling rather than a discussion
of issues on their merits. This is a
great shame. When politicians adopt
arbitrary positions in a fledgeling

- WHAT HE SAYS:

15 January 2008

democracy, voters cannot help but feel
that their real needs are being
ignored. In a place where the demo-
cratic system is so new, and faced
with challenges from many sides,
from both within and without, main-
taining trust in the system of govern-
ment is imperative. So what really
matters is not the favourable interna-
tional consensus that gave the presi-
dential contest its seal of approval,
but how Georgians themselves per-
ceived the conduct of these elections.
That the common motivation of vot-
ing was to protest against options that
seemed even worse suggests that the
Georgian people were not impressed.

There is an old saying in Georgia
that goes like this. One day God was
dividing up the world. He put up
posters and had angels hand out
leaflets telling all the earth’s peoples
to come to him to get their own coun-
try. On the day God had just finished
handing over the last country, he
heard smgmg and irregular footsteps
coming in his direction. It was the
Georgians. Striding merrily up to
God, they said they were there to get
a country. “But you are late,” God
replied. The Georgians were
unabashed. “Yes, well, you know how
it is, with a little wine and good food,
before you know it you are toasting all
night!” “I am sorry but there are no
countries left,” God said, “except the
garden I was keeping for myself ...but
you are such a happy bunch - it’s
yours.”

Few predictions on the future of
Georgia’s politics are worth much — it
is too complex. But for many who live
in or visit Georgia that old saying
speaks some truth - its democracy is a
garden that they wish those in the
political establishment would be
more careful where they dug. =

\Opposmo i candldate Levan
Gachechiladze, January 8

President Mikhail Saakashvili looks out from election advertising
on a Thilisi bus, December 2007
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THURSDAY, 17TH JANUARY

13 00 Union General Meeting |
LSE SU, Old Theatre;
19 00 Life Drawing

4 TUESDAY, 15TH JANUARY

1 2:00 Knitting
Knitting Society, Quad

;' f
Visual Arts

14 30 Lecture: Banking on the Future : :_ !,

Corporate Social Responsibility S8~ 19:30 Movie: The interpreter i

i : ‘ | El71 ' UN Society, D302 |

19:00 UN Debate _ Life Drawing o i

UN Society, S75E Visual Arts 'é

WEDNESDAY, 16TH JANUARY Hip Hop (Beginner) |
Dance Society, Parish Hall
13:15 Mass | :
: Chaplaincy . 20:30 Hip Hop (Advanced) :
- Dance Society, Parish Hall
‘f1 7:45 The Kite Runner Cinema Trip : FRIDAY, 18TH JANUARY
Literature Socrety :
Cineworld, Haymarket 19:30 Play: Golden Ass
: \ Drama Society, Old Theatre :
18:30 "Peace in Our Time: Plausible, or |
a Pipe Dream?" 21:00 Crush! i
’ : Gr|mShaW SOC|ety, Old Theatre i LSE SU, Underground Bar’ i
| ,Tuns_ |
- 19:00 Swing Dance (Beginners) Quad. Togs |
Dance Society, Parish Hall SUNDAY, 20TH JANUARY ;
120:30 Drama: Golden Ass ‘ 9:30 Timeless, The LSE SU Cultural “;
, Drama Society, Old Theatre = Show
5 Her Majesty’s Theatre ’2
Lr . = T P T e e
SuU %XI!EF%TIVE THE VISUAL ARTS SOCIETY FT — D'\:ENE;L
E FREESTYLE ART VISIT TOTHE PAUL w
HOURS WORK LLON ~ BOGLER

2% stat730Pl\/\

Ambassador
Robledo 1s the current

Human® nghts Hls lec-;
ture..will focus on the
leading role of Mexwo

a creative space where you.can 7

- make - ok
montage or
whatever art aetivitysyou wish

draw, paint,
installations,

sculpt,

Workshops you can work indi-

vidually or team up w1th other
people for a common project -
it is all up to you.The pieces

prepared in the Workshop
could also be presented in the
annual exhibition. This work-
shop has no formal organiza-
tion. Please bring along. the
materials you wish to use.The
LSE provided a storage room
that we can ‘use;iso you can
even store your materials and
work between sessions. Once
we have an idea of what mate-
rials you need we will start to
supply them.

"g to .worry about
é.'rpets and

‘Stubbs, Constabl

 LAST CHANGE! THE S

MC_)RE THAN 150 WORKS BY

THE GREATS

Reynolds, G nsborough

IS ENDING THIS MONTH!

Please conflrm ur atten-

dance.

; alk ) Where: 7132 e: me
H m’an»R:ghts The 'Qle When: Ever% Tuesday, “Buildin i Who: Frontiers Society
in_the new starting 15th January; ©. When: %Nednesday Where: D502
6-8pm- ~January l6th; meetmg When: Monday, 21st of
Last term many of you wanted  al 330w January, 7:15pm

Daniel Bogler is Managing
Editor of the paper, and has
been an ex-speechwriter with
Goldman Sachs and an editor
for the Asia Section of

the FT.

Daniel Bogler will be explain-
ing how to mtrepret the
Financial Times.

He will then describe a day in
the life of an FT journalist.

Followed by a Q&A session.
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SIGN THE PETITION AT WWW.LSESU.COM/LIBRARY24CAMPAIGN
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TUESDAY 1 STH

nologically advanced, he is gg:fggsq bé ocig;; tgggg discuss whether or not a boy-
also a passionate advocate of Fin inice e e‘ts 5 LSESU cott is a viable option or a dis-
Peak 0!1 Can Energy n;etlear disax;nam(;lt. He is the ‘iInvestment Society, LSESU traction from the issues. i
3 editor of esurgence, : .
GG Beyond Oil? described by The R‘?gg‘g‘g?égs - ‘ flleS £1 99 each OI‘ -
7pm. D202 Guardian newspaper. L FRIDAY 18th buy two and get the

Speaker Paul Mobbs, Author
of Energy Beyond Oil and

obbs, authof’ of 'Energya S
a Ozl and expert on the .

ENVIRONMENT WEEK

Chair: David ngsley OBE

Satish Kumar, the Director of
Programs at Schumacher
College, is the guiding spirit
behind a number of ecolugical,
spiritual and educational ven-
tures in Britain. A former Jain
monk, his lifelong mission has
been to help the world realise
that there is more to life than
being rich, worldly and tfech-

as 'the artistic and
spiritual flagshi
of the Green
Movement.'

; the

Speakers: Leo Johnson (

Sustainable Finance Ltd), Meg

Brown (Citigroup), Chris
Wright (LSE/Alcoa Fellow)
Chair: Robert Faulkner (LSE
International Relations)

The influence of Environment

afd Eihics on e word o = place at LSE between two aca-

banking and finance.

Anthropology, LSE)

Debates on the academic boy-
cott of Israeli institutions in
opposition to the policies of
the Israeli government have
been discussed in Britain
among academic institutions
and unions. This controversial
and important debate will take

demics on either side, who will

Mizan

: Chowdry
t eak Of world 6il supplies, (Islamic Foundatlon for
will talk about the implica- . Bcology ™ and = the
tions of peak oil for economics, ~ Environmental sEiences,
society and politics, and sug- : IFEES)

‘gest ways we can prepare forr

~ Mizan Chdv)dry will examine

energy beyond oil. the ecological nature of the
~ Islamic faith and why environ-
WEBNESDAY 16TH - mental and ethical issues are

Déciarafmn

Debate en the

_ central to Muslims.

announce a number o
special offers to help you
get equipped for the new

 Some

offers

,;;i‘j E tag Dependence
utting Ecology ,
ALL WEEK ON

Before ECOnomy *B:ank;ngﬂo?(the v HGUGHTON STREET i have eaten

: uture; Ris )
e STALL, PETITIONS also Sond

b '. g 7 ‘Speakers: Prof. Roser AND MORE
'tIShR Kumar [nyestment Banks, ~ (Professor Emeritus o =
@ ¥ Diecior ot Sustainable Economy | YPeations Resead
Programs at Schumacher 2:30pm, New Theatre Feuchtwang (Professor of

College)
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FEATURES EDITOR
Commissions content, edits and lays out pages, maintains a team of writers.

interviews politi’cuans. PARTC EDITOR

Edlts the career pull out. Sources content, lays out
pages. Meets big City names.
GRAPHICS EDITOR
Plays a key role in shaping the way the Beaver looks. Works closely with the
Managing Editor, the Photography Sub Editor and all sections in ensuring the
visual quality of the paper, using standard mdustry softwares such as Quark and

Photoshop
WEB EDITOR

Manages the websue. Works across sections to ensure
the web exposure of the Beaver

LISTINGS SUB-EDITOR : 5
Plays a key role in mformmg the stude
Lays out the Listings pages using standa'

body of what is gomg on at the LSE.
industry softwares.

v PHOTOGRAPHY SUB-EDITOR
Manages photographers. Ensures the quality of pho-
tography. Uses hlgh quallty equ:pment and industry
softwares.
COMMISSIONING SUB-EDITOR
Sources interviews for the whole paper. Works cross sections and ensures the
il quality of interviews published by the Beaver.
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Joshs £0.02

SPORTS

Rafa Benitez 1s o

Josh
Tendeter

N

mid rumours that Jose

Mourinho is set to take

over at Anfield next
season, it is clear that all is not
well at Liverpool. The club’s
owners George Gillett and Tom
Hicks have several differences
of opinion with manager Rafa
Benitez and are therefore
starving him of transfer funds
during this January window.
Good. The man is delusional.
Benitez has been in the job
since the 2004-2005 season, a
year which ended with the
Reds lifting the Champions
League Trophy. They rode their
luck on the way to this title but
nobody would deny that it is a
considerable achievement.
However, they also finished in
5th place in the Premiership
behind Merseyside rivals
Everton. Not good enough for a
club of Liverpool’s history.
Since then, Rafa has spent
ridiculous sums of money on
(barring a few) average players
in attempts to improve his
side. This is the first sign of his
delusional nature. The strike
pair Peter Crouch and Dirk
Kuyt who set him back a cost-

.. ly £18 million are perhaps the
- best example. He also spent

£6.3 million on Fernando
Morientes and was happy to
sell England’s best goalscorer
Michael Owen for just £8 mil-
lion, they also got a player

‘with absolutely no talent in

Antonio Nunez as part of the
deal.

Benitez has in total spent
approximately £120 million in
his 3 and a half years in the
job, a big outlay for a team that
has never looked like mount-
ing a serious title challenge

The Punter

during his tenure. Rafa stated
“There’s a misunderstanding
when people speak of the
money Liverpool have spent”
The misunderstanding being
that he feels it is money well
spent. Along with the money
spent, he has come under con-
stant attack for his rotation
policy, a system which starts
different players every week
alongside his “untouchables” It

”

is with these “untouchables
(barring Steven Gerrard) that I
have a major issue. Firstly,
goalkeeper Pepe Reina is mas-
sively overrated. I distrust all
Spanish goalkeepers due to
their tendency to punch and
their questionable decision-
making. Reina isn’t even the
Spanish number 1. It also
seems that people are all too
quick to forget his absolutely

shocking performance against
rivals Everton in which he gift-
ed Andrew Johnson a goal. (I
accept that as a Spurs fan, I
can’t say that we are doing any

better in the goalkeeping
 department!) The other
“untouchable” is  Jamie

Carragher, a man who retired
from international football in
protest that he wasn’t first
choice; only to realise that no

errated!

one gives a shit. Carragher has
many plaudits, most crediting
him for his amazing last ditch

- tackles. Its true, he does make

goal-saving challenges, howev-
er he does this because he gets
himself into positions where
these kind of tackles are neces-
sary through his poor position-
al sense, lack of pace and ten-
dency to give the ball away. So
overrated.

I’'m not anti-Liverpool in
any way, and just hope that a
new manager will come in who
can spend money wisely, does-
n’t underrate quality players
or overrate average players.
Only then, can Liverpool chal-
lenge for that increasingly elu-
sive Premiership title.

Matthew
JCG
Partridge

Ithough I am going to

focus more on sports

this term, the 500 pound
elephants (and donkeys) on the
betting exchanges are clearly
the Democratic and
Republican nominations.
Barring a major collapse by
Clinton I believe that she’ll
win the nomination on the
Democratic  side  simply
because Barack Obama is too
inexperienced. I would there-
fore suggest that you put some
money on her to win at (56.5-
57). The Republican contest is
slightly more complex but my
guess is that if John McCain
wins Monday’s Michigan pri-
mary he will almost certainly
become the Republican nomi-

nee. If, however he loses to

Mitt Romney, the contest will
become wide open once again
and his chances will fall to
about 55%. His price is cur-
rently (43.6-43.7) which repre-
sents value. However, the
results of the primary in
Michigan (which will have fin-
ished by the time you read this
column) will mean that his
price will move McCain’s price
substantially. My guess is that
if McCain wins the primary
anything below 80% repre-
sents value and if he loses any-
thing lower than 30% is fair.

Back in London, the mar-
ket on the contest for the
mayor of London is hotting up.
I am still going to go with my
prediction that Ken
Livingstone should win this
contest comfortably, though
not by a landslide. Frankly, I
just cannot see Boris Johnson
winning. My view is that
Betfair’s 1.66 on Livingstone is
reasonable value.

There is quite a bit of foot-
ball action on Betfair this

week. For the FA Cup I am
going to advise you to bet on
Deby to beat Sheffield
Wednesday (2.68), Swindon to
beat Barnet (2.5), Fulham to
beat Bristol Rovers (2.04),
Norwich to beat Bury (1.94),
Swansea to beat Havant (1.6),
Tramere to beat Hereford
(2.64), Luton to beat Liverpool
(34), Man City to beat West
Ham (2) and Millwall to beat
Wallsall (2.44) and Newcastle
to beat Stoke (1.75). In the
Tennents Cup I am going to tip
Dundee to beat Clyde (1.72),
Cowdenbeath to draw with
Livingstone (3.95) and Raith
Rovers to beat St Johnstone
(6.4).

Use any advice given here
at your own risk and don’t
gamble what you cannot afford
to lose. Columnist(s) may have
positions in wagers mentioned.

‘Prices quoted are correct at

time of going to press.

e to bet against Boris!
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‘When The Fourths Met The Fifths

Josh Tendeter

and Sam

Tempest-

Keeping
LSE 5ths 0
LSE 4ths 0
Josh Tendeter caught up with
Wednesday’s Man of the

Match; Keeper Sam Tempest-
Keeping.

JT: Hi Sam! (waves)
STK: Hi Josh, thanks for the
accolade of Man of the Match
mate, I'd just to take this
opportunity to thank first and
foremost the Committee, with-
out you none of this would
have been possible and Rupert
‘Guest would still be filling the
e-mails with sub par banter.
JT: Before discussing the
match, would you be willing to
- comment on the fitness of the
5th team? It seems that many
have gained weight over the
festive period, most notably
Luke Thompson. Was this part
of Captain Peter Greenall’s
tactics?
STK: Personally I'm in the
shape of my life, the other day
someone actually mistook me
for Marius Pudzianowski, yet
it would appear that yes; not
all of the fifth team have fol-
lowed such a course over the
Christmas break. Rumour has
it that Lion King looky-likey
Mr Thompson was so dis-
traught at the spectre of hav-
ing his wisdom teeth removed
that he went on a bender
which included, several
snakebites, a 36 mega multi-
pack of McCoys, a wheel of
edam and a Ginsters Sausage
roll. Heir Greenall talked

about maintaining our promo-
tion push by showing temper-
ance over the holidays but alas
he failed to lead by example.
The only food related element
of the game plan which seemed

to pay off was Pumba’s astute
recognition of Al O’Brien’s
penchant for a Banter sand-
wich, being separated from his
beloved filthies for a full three
weeks has clearly taken its toll
on dear old Alex and he
became the focal point for our
attack even playing alongside
the notoriously shaky Andy
Rogers.

JT: Ok then, on to the match.
What were your expectations
going into the game? Some feel
that you really needed all three
points, would you agree?

STK: Obviously with the table
as it is three points would’ve
really put us back in the thick
of the title race. However with
interview season drawing to a
close, Knuckles off remand for
allegedly attacking a group of
fourteen year old girls with the
mop he wused to clean
Chelmsford prison and myself
once again proving to be per-
haps the most underrated goal
keeper in the FC, I feel we can
beat anyone in this league. Yet
if I am honest we would’ve
taken a point before the game.
JT: Surely you are more appro-
priately rated than Mr
Saville...I understand that
someone in the 5th team
leaked Pete Greenall’s game-
plan to opposition captain
Alex ‘Henry’ O’Brien, do you
think that you succeeded in
your pre-match plan to mark
vik Nayar and Josh Tendeter
out of the game?

STK: Surreptitious games-
manship has been endemic in
our season thus far, we have
been cheated by medic referees
on numerous occasions, failed
to be informed that we were
actually making the trip to hell
when we visited the Linford
Christie sports ground and also
been the victim of many of
grounds man Steve’s rain
dance. If information was
indeed leaked and I'm current-
ly unaware of any rumours to
this effect, then despite having

400 A-levels Alex O’Brizzle
was unable to exploit his illic-
it information. I think we did a
good job on Vic, who seemed
disillusioned at the lack of
punches being thrown but
frankly Josh, you were pants.
JT: On behalf of the
Committee, I would now like to
remove your Man of the Match
award and hand it to the first
person I see, congratulations
Mr Wright’s Bar. It wasn’t my
greatest game Sam but I think
average to poor would be more
appropriate than “pants”
Anyway, in the 1st half I felt
that whilst the 5th team lacked
cutting edge they were no
doubt on top. Their style of
play reminded me of a striker-
less Wimbledon side under Joe
Kinnear; with long-ball aplen-
ty but no threat in front of
goal. Would you agree?

STK: This is a tactic that
Greenall has unceremoniously
christened, ‘Holocaust foot-
ball’, derived from his well
known love of the Nazis. While
not being as easy on the eye as
a certain Nick Hammond, it
has proved very effective at
putting the lesser teams to bed
in our division where at times,
artistry and craft goes out the
window faster than a women
trying to escape the clutches of
Andy Rogers. Yet we often
revert to our more attacking
style with quick wingers and
industry in the middle when
playing the top four, very much
in the mould of Bristol City
currently dominating the
Championship. Although we
are only usually able to pro-
duce this for thirty to forty-
five minutes hence the need for
plan B, or Plan H as the case
may be. ;

JT: In the early minutes of the
game, Josh Tendeter picked up
a loose ball and went on a
surging run towards goal. He
was tackled illegally and mali-
ciously from behind by Irish
dynamo Jimmy Conran, do you

feel that he got away lightly
with no booking for what
could easily be a red-card
offence? Do you think that
maybe the nature of the occa-
sion got to the referee and for-
mer 5th team player Sam
Lehman and old allegiances
returned?

STK: In big games, big players
come to the fore. Although
replays showed the challenge
to be in the horror bracket, I
think Jimmy made a genuine
attempt to play the ball, one
has to remember that he grew
up in the UCD Super league, a
place not for the faint hearted
or clean shaven. On the refer-
eeing issue I think Mr Lehman
had an exemplary game.

JT: Zameer had a great chance
to break the deadlock after
bringing the ball under control
in the 4th team six yard box,
only to wait an eternity to
strike the ball. Do you feel that
playing up front with
Clockwork Saph has rubbed
off on him?

STK: The board have been
questioning the 8 million
shelled out on Benkreira but
myself and the rest of the man-
agement have faith that the
goals will come, its just a mat-
ter of finding more dwarfs to
wind the clock during games.
Zamo has lost his scoring
touch of late but I may have to
shoulder the blame as I did
subject him to an over zealous
stamp during the warm up a
few weeks back, he’s never
been the same, I feel bad.

JT: Liang ‘Convict’ Zhang had
lots of long distance shots
early on, did you think that he
would at some point trouble
the keeper? Or like me did you
fear for the Berrylands wildlife
behind the goal, in the sky and
most importantly around the
corner flags?

STK: The fifth team mantra is
never have a go at someone for
having a dig, yet if this results
in the digging of a grave, hold

fire.

JT: You must have been bored
in goal for that first half.

STK: So bored I resorted to
imagining Greenall in speedo,
swimming cap and goggles, a
dream which may be realised
in Calella.

JT: I think that he once went
swimming at the Cally Pool
before realising the pace was
too quick, I look forward to
seeing him practicing his
breaststroke in a pool of
vodka-burn in Avenue! If you
describe Peter Greenall’s half-
time team talk, I will enlighten
you as to what Big Gay Al
0O’Brizzle had to say.

STK: Punish arrogance, no
mistakes, has anyone got any
deep heat my arse is killing me.
JT: An interesting one! Al went
for the “Sit down lads, that
was the fucking shittest half of
fucking football we have fuck-
ing played all year lads, come
on lads that was shit. We need
to get a fucking grip of this
fucking game, we can not lose
this fucking match. Seriously
lads, look how fucking fat they
are, we should be running
rings round them lads. Look at
Thompson, he is bigger than
Greenall. We have to win those
fucking headers boys, Al’s up!”
approach. Following those
talks, there is no doubt the 4ths
came out the stronger side in
the 2nd half. Were you sur-
prised to finally get a touch of
the ball?

STK: Not really, I'm accus-
tomed to playing my role at the
beginning of the second half
where we usually try our hard-
est to throw games away. One
just has to grin and bare in the
same way the Second’s do all
game every game.

JT: Poor old Lerner! George
‘write the theme-tune, sing the
theme-tune’ De-Ste-Croix was
largely disappointing but his
set-pieces were threatening.
The one that sticks out in my

‘'mind most was his devilish

free-kick delivery which
Zhang headed towards his own
goal’s top corner, only to be
palmed away by Sam Tempest
Keeping. Personally I think he
should have caught the ball
and avoided conceding the cor-
ner. What do you think?

STK: Fuck off.

JT: Fuck you, you inbred
Bristol bastard. Although
chances were few and far
between in this game, with the
ball spending most of its time
in a separate game of volley-
ball between inbred bristolians
Tempest-Keeping and Broom,
it was an unlikely man who
came closest. Former 5th team
fringe player and now leader
among men in the 4th team
Andy ‘Convert Roj!” Rogers
with a looping header was
denied by the crossbar after
having Keeping in all kinds of
trouble. I know you would
never make a decision on your
own life rashly, but surely if
Rogers had scored the winner,
suicide would have been the
only option?

STK: Yes, I have to agree whole
heartedly there, when that ball
was drifting over my head my
life flashed before my eyes, los-
ing my virginity on a toilet
floor, waking up in hospital to
the news I had lost the blood
flow to my heart, seeing Al get
undressed in 1.8 seconds.

JT: In the end, the 0-0 score-
line flattered both sides. Luke
Thompson commented “what

. an anti-climax. True enough. It

was however a fair result, with
neither side deserving the win.
Where does this leave the 5th
team and what are your hopes
and aspirations for the remain-
der of the season?

STK: Every game is a must win
now, we have set ourselves high
standards unlike Sir Guest,
and have to stick to them. Like
my beloved Bristol City pro-
motion is a minimum target,
with the championship firmly
in our sights.

JT: Bullshit.

Y
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e were blessed with
some really great
snow considering it

was so early in the season,
which managed to last really
well for most of the week only
getting a little icy in the last
couple of days, but who am I
kidding, nobody wants to
know about the snow condi-
tions. Suffice it to say that the
snow was excellent.

So now let us move on to
some more interesting news,
all of which I might add is

- entirely unconfirmed, but
_almost certainly all happened
- despite whatever alternative

claims those involved may
make. I like to work with the
theory that if you have heard it
on the grapevine then it is
always and without exception
a fact. Mr ‘let’s-take-this-to-
the-toilet’ Charlie is worthy of

- mention in this section for sev-

eral reasons but the incident I
would most like to draw atten-
tion to is him having sex with
an anonymous SOAS girl
(maybe Charlie knows her
name but I doubt it), over the
sink in their bathroom while
the Gentlemanly Tom was
vomiting into the toilet less
than a metre away. Tom in fact
was so ill that he failed to
make it out on the last night
and missed his numerous
fines, a fact that I feel needs to
be corrected.

Also worthy of note in this
section is the thier Ginger
roommate who sprayed vomit
all over the aforementioned
bathroom before trying to hose
it away with the showerhead.
Unfortunately for her the

bathroom had no drain to
speak of resulting in an inch
deep layer of watery vomit,
which she denies any knowl-
edge of. She was also good
enough to accompany Gabs
home one evening and escorted
him all the way to his apart-
ment. This is an incident which
Jamcaster experienced first
hand, as he was forced to listen
to the subsequent sounds of
backs rubbing against the
bathtub. Unfortunately, she
didn’t have the good sense to
leave that evening but instead
stayed the night in order to
enjoy the walk-of-shame to its
full potential the next morn-
ing.

Gabs is worthy of note also
for the one night that he failed
to make it out, choosing

instead to pass out in the room
of Coker, Kinneir, Boshnakova
et al. Anna was woken by the
sounds of Gabs stumbling
around and then urinating.
Reasonably, she asked Gabs
where he was relieving him-
self, to which his slurred
response was “everywhere”.

Dan P is also worthy of -

note for his attempted peace-
keeping during an altercation
between LSE and
Bournemouth Polytechnic for
which he received two punches
to the face from a sovereign
sporting Neanderthal. The
result was several stitches the
next day, but don’t worry Dan,
the ladies love scars.
Unfortunately, having
recovered from his assault Dan
then took a massive fall while

o

skiing during which his ski
failed to release and his knee
was officially ruined.

And the injuries didn’t
stop there: Jack E, slightly
short of change, tried to liber-
ate a can of coke from Le
Kebab, but was rapidly appre-
hended by the owner who
retrieved the coke and restored
Karma by kicking Jack in the
head. Wheel Barrow took
Charlie on in a ‘game’ of
knuckles which turned a bit
bloody the same night as he
burnt his hand doing Sambuca
shots. Marina’s wrist got con-
torted, Heath’s pride got

. smashed, Tom’s forehead was

used as an ash tray. Frew’s liver
was perforated, Gaby dribbled
her dignity down her top and
Ed H’s girlfriend Francesca got

a face full when trying to help
an inebriated and belligerent
Ed down a pitch black slope.
At the same time a blood
wagon had to rescue Danny
after he got drunk on Raclette
and passed out on the side of
the mountain.

Jamcaster, the wannabe
alpha of the trip was a mess
from the beginning. He took to
throwing ski poles at windows,
claiming every poor unsus-
pecting girl fancied him, and
trying to push people over all
in the vain attempt to look
more macho. However, he was
exposed as the anti-alpha
when he made a habit out of
rescuing damsels in distress
(namely a crying Hazel, off-
piste and on precipice in an
avalanche haven). What he
should have done, as Tom
would frequently encourage
was, ‘I'm not gonna lie mate,
I'd just leave them ski-less,
pole-less, off-piste at the side
of a cliff. With both their legs
broken. Yeah. Fucking awe-
some. Kill it.”.

Raph deserves a mention
for being, well, generally
alpha. Voted the most ‘man-
crushed’, he fought off (literal-
ly) the boys (good one Heath —
“you’re like a ninety pound
guy”). He also introduced some
manly linguistics, deigned
favoured boys with excessive
high-fiving, became the man
judge and authority on all
fights and romances, and gen-
erally raised the men’s Man
Game. That is, until he felt
compelled to move into a girl’s
apartment by his obsessive-

compulsive need for hygiene.
And so, ‘Ralpha’ was surpassed
by the real Alpha of the trip —
Bennett.

Rumour has it, Tom
shagged a different girl every
night of the week in public, in
private, in ditches, in toilettes,
in clubs, against car doors,
sometimes whilst eating his
daily crepe, sometimes while
talking about the footie to the
lads — ‘’Bendover!” Bennett’
did it everywhere. On top of
that he beat up numerous infi-
dels, beated his chest, roared a
lot, and generally scared the
shit out of everyone. This all
culminated in an ‘Alpha-Off’
on the tamest night of the
week at the bowling alley
which saw Raph’s title
snatched by King Pin Bennett.
The night also saw in some
Davies Rainbow Vom (again).

Asbo displayed all the
characteristics necessary in a
president and true leader of
men. His finest moment was
having just left London, lec-
turing everybody who would
listen on the importance of
looking after your buddy and
not vomiting on the coach,
rapidly followed by him vomit-
ing and then realising that
Tom B, his buddy, had been left
on the ferry while our coaches
departed. Asbo and Aleks are
also guilty of having had sex in
a bubble lift, as are Russ and
Mel, although it should be
noted, not all at the same time.

That just about sums it up
really.



