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NEW REGS.  RUMPUS 
rpHE New Regulations are having a stormy maiden voyage. 

Uneasyness and dissatisfaction among Freshers has become more 
and more outspoken as the dreaded Collections draw nearer. At a 
packed meeting of all New Regulations students, arranged by a 
revitalised I.D.C., chairman Ralph Harvey called for volunteers for 
a special I.D.C. New Regulations Sub-Committee, which would then 
discuss all the proposals and complaints brought up at this meeting 
with Dr. Anstey, Chairman of the Admitting Deans. 

Harvey then threw the meeting 
over to the floor, and a verbal on
slaught of protests, complaints, pro
posals, schemes a n <1 criticisms 
followed. Collections, essays, the 
diversity of subjects, tutorial ignor
ance, office organisation, statistics, 
maths exercises and mediaeval French, 
all took a beating. But apart from a 
voice in the wilderness asking for a 
course in philosophy, one symptom 
was common to all the complaints— 
too much work. 

What is Wrong? 
Now, while this complaint is hardly 

peculiar to the L.S.E., and while 
students cannot be expected to take 
a wholly objective view on this sub
ject, nevertheless, it was obvious that 
something was wrong. But in what 
way were the New Regulations fail
ing? What was the fundamental 
reason for there being too much 
work? There was little agreement on 
this, and still less constructive sugges
tion for improvements. This was 
because no one seemed to have a clear 
conception as to what the revised 
Degree was aiming at. 

Too Many Essays 
Some speakers saw it as an attempt 

to emulate the tutorial system of the 
"Oxbridge" Universities—an 
attempt which must fail as a tutorial 
system and a wide diversity of sub
jects are, they felt, incompatible. 
They therefore attacked the large 
number of subjects which they now 
had to take, and some ingenious 
schemes for reducing the number of 
exam, subjects were proposed. 

Others hailed the diversity of sub
jects as a check to early specialisa
tion, and saw the essay system, as it 
is now functioning, as the root of the 
trouble. Supported by raucous 
applause, speakers vied in painting 
heartrending pictures of Christmas 
vacations spent labouring over incred
ible assignments of essays. Some 
stressed the fact that they found it 
impossible to do any reading, other 
than that arising from essay prepara
tion, while a few argued that it was 

not so much the number of essays 
which caused the overload of work, as 
the length required. At any rate 
there was general agreement that too 
much time had to be spent on essays. 

Collections 
ft was obvious throughout the 

meeting that collections loomed large 
and ominous in the minds of all. 
Extremists demanded the abolition of 
Collections, seeing them as an 
invidious means of attacking a 
defenceless student proletariat—the 
one aim of the Staff being, apparently, 
to eliminate as large a percentage of 
the freshers as possible: A more 
moderate speaker, while admitting 
that some sort of " weeding out " 
before Finals was necessary, asked if 
any special consideration were to be 
given to ex-servicemen^-especially 
those with Matric only. Any attempt 
to make Collections a competitive 
examination should be resisted. 

Not Competitive, But . . . 
All th{& points were discussed, 

amended, and classified by the Sub-
Committee, and 'were then passed on 
to Dr. Anstey. Another meeting was 
held on Friday, January 28th, at 
which Dr. Anstey, Miss Thorpe, and 
Prof. Kobbiiis, were present. To 
begin with, Dr. Anstey dealt briefly 
wiih straightforward questions. The 
most important replies dealt with 
Collections. They, will be held; they 
will not be competitive, and there
fore no preference will be given to ex-
servicemen. Those students not 
having H.S.C. must pass Collections 
to be registered as internal students 
of tlie University. This was a Uni
versity ruling. Everyone must satisfy 
the School that, on the basis of Col
lections, essays, classwork, and 
tutorial reports, he or she is fit to 
continue the course. Essays would 
have 110 influence on Pt. I or Pt. II of 
the Finals. There would be no 
honour classification in Pt. I. Since 
candidates had only to reach the 
required standard, there would be no 

(continued on page 4,  col .  3) 

"HARD TIMES" or 
"SHE PASSED THROUGH LORRAINE" 

'THERE is no doubt that everyone should have seen L.S.E.'s 
Dramatic Society working on the production of this brain-

teasing, elfish show. For surely everyone would have been thrilled 
and elevated at the spectacle of sociologists, statisticians, potential 
officials of the Board of Trade and the Natural History Museum all 
swearing and suffering together under the iron hand of their steely-
eyed producer. Likewise there can surely be little disputing the 
statement that such observers would have felt really content with life. 

The show was enjoyable for its 
Huxlean-like humour (" I feel like, you 
know . . . ." and " Oh! the wild joy 
of being an animal "). The simplicity 
of the set was much admired; as 
Sidney said it was almost straight out 
of " Paradise Lost," whilst the 
tender, anxious love of Simon and 
Edite. (" Won't your mouth work 
properly?") warmed the hearts of all 
but the most captious critics. Pos
sibly there might have been a stronger 
attempt on the part of some of the 
cast to act even when they weren't 
talking, but perhaps this is rather 
professional and every producer has 
to draw the line somewhere. If they 
didn't emit the right lines at -the 
right time they, all knew what they 
wanted and if it came to the pinch 
they could always make a dramatic 
pause—as long as two of them didn't 
pause together. Sidney says that any 
criticism of the cast is superfluous, 
but then Sidney is very spartan as 
his tutor indicated when he returned 
his last essay. 

Fleeting Beauty 
Girls will go home more than ever, 

determined to preserve their youth if 
not their virtue after having seen 
middle-aged asperity exposed in all its 
harsh unreasonableness by the sharp 
tongued Blanche. This part was very 
competently portrayed and the actress, 
had obviously determined to make 
the most of her power since beauty 
had fleeted away. 

Insensitive Sidney 
Her leprechaun-like husband showed 

the repressed desire of the working-
class for " a little improving conversa
tion " with a refreshing, unfeigned 
humility. We are sure we have met 
this character before; a student of 
economics, perhaps? Sidney thought 
that Simon and Edite were " mushy " 
but he is very insensitive to anything 
approaching refined passion and has 
even been known to mutter " get on 
with it " when watching an 

existentialist film—as if you can hurry 
fate. He thought they fitted very 
well together, however. 

And a Gyroscopic Head 
We were very glad to see that girls 

knew when to stop in the Middle 
Ages. " As much as that, as that, as 
that," cries Edite, opening her arms 
wider when asking Simon how much 
lie loves her. Very fortunate, that 
she remembered her lines at this criti
cal juncture. Robert was the symbol 

(continued on back page,  col.  4) 

STOP I'll ESS 

L.S.E. 1st XV — II pts.  

Worcester College,  
Oxford — nil .  

Worcester College, Oxford, lost to 
the L.S.E. 1st XV last Saturday 
morning at Maiden by a goal, a 
penalty goal and a try to nil. The 
game, played on a drying pitch, was 
brisk and open throughout, the result 
being in doubt until the last few 
minutes due to the unpredictable 
flight of the ball in the very strong 
cross wind. 

WITH A WI 
Fdurntinil 

WDE AND PROGRESSIVE OUTLOOK, The Times 
Educational Supplement covers the activities of 

scholarship at home and abroad from child welfare to 
university affairs each week. 
It provides reports of all important educational meetings and 
conferences, features Parliamentary debates 011 education, 
summarizes official publications and local administrative 
news, and includes many special articles on subjects related 
to a liberal education in the widest sense of the term, and in 
many countries. It reviews, books films, school music, 
drama, broadcasting and other modern adjuncts to practical 
work in the classroom. Nothing, in fact, that is necessary to 
a wide knowledge of what is happening in the educational 
affairs of the world to-day is missing frorr its pages. 

THE TIMES 
E DUCAT IONAL  SUPP LEMENT 
Order it from your newsagent Price Threepence weekly 

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION RATE: 19/6 

end of his allotted span 

ONE FOR " THE ROAD"? 

H O L D S  B A R R E D "  
his party men enlivened the evening 
with their party tricks. 

* * * 
In contrast, Miss Betty Bastin, the 

second Labour Society nominee, pro
claimed her candidature openly, as 
well she might for her very appear
ance attracted votes despite her 
policy. Taking a lead on foreign 
policy from Joan of Arc, after dismis
sing Mr. Beale with a contemptuous 
toss of the head, she threw herself 
passionately into her cause. "I've 
passed through Lorraine. ..." she 
cried, but got no further for the 
gathering echoed the refrain. " She 
passed through Lorraine; she passed 
through Lorraine." Lionel Hale was 
seen to blush, but Betty calmed them 
and was led away for her next perfor
mance. 

* * * 
But meanwhile what of George, this 

ubiquitous pillar of all parties? 
George was in a way disappointing. 
Lacking human qualities himself he 
yet seemed to promote the most 
human weaknesses in all his com
panions. A photograph, taken rather 
discreetly, points the moral, "You 
can't win elections merely by foaming 
at the mouth "—and Bill Balfour re
claimed his money from the table. 

IVfOMINATION day in Clare Market Double Membership Constitu-
ency (Room 8 at 7 p.m. on Thursday, February 2nd) saw the 

official opening of an election unsurpassed in merriment, corruption, 
platitudes and jollity. A crowd thronged the Cattle Parade, Kay 
Daniels sat tight-lipped at the dais and the sponsored candidates 
sprawled appealingly. The prevailing spirit of bonhomie and sporting 
fairness, so noticeable during Royal Weddings, openings of Parliament 
and closing of Pubs, was, at first, worthy of any crowd that calls itself 
British. This mood did not last unfortunately, although every can
didate was given time to read at length from his own Handbook. 

put over a long, largely inaudible and 
wholly incoherent speech, realised his 
college affiliation and flaunted his 
scarf. Dashing but not effective, for 
most of his supporters had already 
lied in search of a mysterious George. 

Emm the floor, the unnominated 
Liberal Society candidate, M r . 
Charles Began,' addressed himself to 
the meeting. Ferociously he attacked 
his opponents, and all were his oppo
nents, asking true liberals to rally to 
the cause . . . unspecified. " Look at 
the choice before you," he cried—an 
unwise move for most deserted him 

and fh^ir choice. 
imself above the degra

dation of the sophisticated, the self-
appointed Communist Society candi
date, Mr. Joe Ball, read several chap
ters from Marx and Engels, whilst 

The first nominee to appear was 
Mr. Bill Balfour,, put up by the 
Labour Society. Mr. Balfour's nomi
nation speech was devoted to extend
ing Labour Society funds. Time 
without number he appealed to his 
opponents to " have a little bet with 
him " on anything they liked; on the 
number of houses built; 011 the num
ber of houses not built; on the number 
of houses that should have been 
built; 011 the number of houses that 
should not have been built. At the 

down to a rousing reception. 
Mr. Neville" Beale, who, despite un-

gentlemanly opposition from certain 
sections of the crowd, managed to 
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POLITICS AND ART 
A DISTURBING TREND 

ART ICLE 27 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
approved by the General Assembly of the United Nations Organisa

tion and signed in Paris on December ioth, 1948, proclaims the right 
of all individuals to participate freely in the cultural life of the 
community and to enjoy the Arts, adding that everyone has the right 
to the protection of the moral and material interests resulting from 
literary or artistic production of which he or she is the author. More
over, m the Democracies it has been accepted for a long time now that 
those with artistic inclinations should be free to express themselves: 
in the artistic form most suited to their peculiar talents and that each 
member of the community should be permitted to accept or reject, 
criticise or praise, patronise or ignore, according to his or her own 
tastes. 

However, as even the least cynical 
might expect, there are some rabid 
individuals in the arts, as in every
thing else, who would deny to others 
the same freedom of expression they 
vociferously retain for themselves. 
More often than not this arises merely 
from a lack of understanding, some
times it is the result of jealously, but 
often, and this is more serious, it is 
the attempt of a small clique to exert 
some form of bureaucratic and rigid 
censorship directing the flow of 
cultural expression into certain well 
defined and controlled channels 
acceptable to their own reactionary 
views and tyrannical dispositions. 

Picasso and the Kremlin 

We in England should be thankful 
and justly relieved that for the most 
part we have to contend merely with 
those whose attempts at restriction 
spring mainly from some lack of 
understanding, and although on 
occasions even fools can be dangerous, 
they should not be denied the right 
to their often pompous, banal and 
largely ineffective criticism. 

Reports from Paris indicate once 
again that controversy on the subject 
of Mr. Picasso's work has found its 
way to the surface, and that this 
time, apart from the usual accusa
tions hurled at the long suffering 
aesthete, there are some springing 
mainly from a dislike of Pablo's 
politics. Mr. Picasso is well known 

as a member of the French Communist 
Party. Vlaminck, the leader of this 
latest assault is known to be a man 
of a more conservative political out
look, and although many of Picasso's 
admirers dismiss the whole attack as 
one prompted simply by jealousv 
there" are many oiliers WHRI SRR 1IJ RTR 
a deeper significance. 

Another gentleman whose work has 
resulted in a certain stirring in 
Parisien artistic circles recently is 
Mr. Fougeron, whose exhibits in the 
Salon d'Automne have aroused the 
indignation of many sensitive viewers 
because certain of his pictures have 
been inspii'ed by some political 
formula. Needless to say, Mr. 
Fougeron's efforts are not " manifesta
tions of any Bourgeois mentality." 

One shudders to think what re
actions Mr. Fougeron would draw 
from that American Congressman 
who made such a ludicrous spectacle 
of himself 011 the floor of Congress 
some months ago by his violent 
attacks on modern art, after having 
admitted that he knew nothing about 
the subject himself. This unhappy 
politician, whom we might label as 
one of the more dangerous un
enlightened, based his " criticism " 
on the fact that in his opinion modern 
art is the pi"oduct of artists of left-
wing political beliefs and is therefore 
dangerously subversive—a kind of 
fifth column activity directed from 
Moscow, whose agents now work on 
the " studio " rather than the "cell 

system." Moreover, not content to 
limit his attack to the artists, he went 
on to accuse the art critics on certain 
papers and magazines of aiding and 
abetting the spread of communism 
because they reviewed exhibitions of 
modern art. 

Of course, what makes the Congress
man's remarks particularly ludicrous 
is the fact that the modern art he so 
bitterly condemns is precisely that 
type of art which the central com
mittee of the Communist Party finds 
equally distasteful. It has been 
attacked ruthlessly and with increased 
vigour since the famous Zhdanov 
Decree of 1948. This decree, as will 
be remembered, led to the direct con
demnation of the " cruder mani
festations of formalism such as atonal-
ism and cacophony " in the works 
of all Russia's leading composers, 
notably, Shostakovich. Prokoviev, 
Khachaturian and Miaskovsky. At 
the same time equally bitter attacks 
were directed against authors, critics 
and painters for adopting the" far 
fetched psychological contortions, 
etan—erf the <• leCJtnrrrr Western bloc. 
The type of painting approved at the 
moment in Russia is just that sort of 
banal story-telling art of which our 
American Congressman is so fond, and 
it is very doubtful whether even .Mr. 
Fougeron's colourful " Hommage a 
Andre Houllier," dedicated to a Com
munist agitator who met a violent 
death in a Paris suburb, would be 
acceptable to the powers that be in 
the Kremlin. 

Cultural Witch Hunts 
The dangerous aspect of the sort of 

attack made by the Congressman lies 
in the trick of using the red scare to 
bring about the kind of repressive 
controls they claim to be denouncing 
in Russia, and the great trouble is 
that in many cases these attacks have 
succeeded in instigating cultural witch 
hunts which have resulted' in much 
injustice. These cultural witch 
hunts, which were once associated 
with Germany's National Socialist 
regime, and which we now associate 
with the blanket controls of Soviet 
bureaucracy are the fore-runners of 
those acts which bring about the 
eventual suppression of all civil 
liberties. 

DILETTANTE. 

"LET US GO FORWARD 
TOGETHER" 

During the nine months that 
have passed, since it first appeared 
in printed form, " Beaver " has 
enjoyed, to put it mildly, a 
chequered career. Its appear
ances have been spasmodic, and 
its policy and content have ranged 
from a fair imitation of the Poor-
man's Punch to a diluted version 
of " Pravda." Only two things 
have remained constant—the total 
absence of profits, and the, almost 
apathetic attitude of seventy per 
cent, of the L.S.E. towards this, 
the newspaper of their Students' 
Union. In spite of these handi
caps, " Beaver " has struggled 
on, and now appears in print 
again after an absence of three 
months. But even an animal as 
hardy as the " Beaver " cannot 
go on taking such punishment 
indefinitely, and unless he receives 
a little more consideration, there 
is a very real possibility that he 
10UI follow the dinosaur into 
extinction. 

The fortunes of any paper 
depend to a large extent, of 
course, on the editorial staff, but 
they in turn must depend greatly 
on their readers to give them an 
indication of the sort of paper 
they want. This is especially the 
case with " Beaver," which is 
still in its infancy. This is your 
newspaper, and in the long run its 
success or failure will depend on 
you the readers. If you have any 
ideas which you think would 
improve the paper, don't just 
brood on them, write to us and 
let us know; and if you have any 
criticisms of the staff, just brood 
on them. With your co-operation 
there is no limit to the dizzy 
heights " Beaver " may reach; so 
remember, if you are going to— 
bum down Senate House; assassi
nate the President of the Union; 
or join the Communist Society— 
let us know and we'll see that you 
get your name in print. 

In this issue we feature another 
article in the series " Contro
versy," this time on the subject of 
Rags. Many people have spent 
many hours discussing this topic, 
and with the possibility of another 
Carnival lurking in the back
ground, it is bound to assume 
even greater prominence. The 
last word on Ragging is still to 
come, so if you have anything you 
want to get off your chest, let's 
hear from you. 

One last word; in the next 
issue of " Beaver," to be pub
lished on March 2nd, look out 
for the first of a series of articles 
especially for those students who 
intend to go job hunting during 
the long vac. 

THE EDITOR. 

j LETTERS j 
Any Offers? 

Dear Sir, 
Perhaps out of the kindness of your 

heart you will help me in my ignor
ance. The fact is that the other night, 
the other gentlemen and myself, who 
all aid and abet the extravagance of 
the same landlady, were arguing 
about education. At last, filled with 
a vague intention of suffocating all 

.opposition with a weighty platitude, I 

remarked, " Of course L.S.E. is the 
most important college in London 
University." This brought such a 
hush that I repeated the comment 
yet more defiantly. Yellow with fright 
a young scientist crawled over to me 
and with the rich satirism of a Shavian 
prophet in his voice asked why? In 
my folly I had imagined that I was 
speaking of something generally 
accepted as true, consequently the 
challenge found me weakened and all 
I could say before the floods of irony 
broke loose, was, " We have a Barley 
Sugar room !'' 

But really those other fellows were 
awfully rude, they said that economics 
was a " black art," and finished up 
by pointing out that the very name 
of the place, L.S.E. made it sound 
like a factory, such as I.C.I, or any 
other works. 

So you can see it is a serious matter 
and our honour is at stake, so I 
wondered if you would help, " Why 
is L.S.E. the best college in London 
University?" Strange isn't it, but 
for the life of me I can't justify the 
place at all. 

Yours with vinegar, 
" BLINKY." 

Foul Play, By Gad 
Dear Sir, 

As the election approaches, efforts 
to lure Liberals into the Conservative 
clutches are intensifying. News
paper campaigns that seek to convince 
Liberals that there is no difference 
between them and Conservatives 
continue unabated, and the bogy of 
the " wasted vote " is brandished 

before the electors in the same way 
as the " Zinoviev letter " and the 

Savings scare " have been used at 
previous elections. Not to be outdone 
in this respect, L.S.E. Tories, 
alarmed at the resurgence of Liberal
ism taking place all over the country, 
and not least at L.S.E., have resorted 
to other methods to bring discredit 
upon the Liberals. 

«-
A Conservative Society meeting 

was held recently at which the 
speaker, Brigadier Anthony Head, 
M.P., stated that he had been expect
ing the meeting to take the form of a 
debate with the Liberals, but that 
now he understood that the Liberals 
were not coming. This was news to 
L.S.E. Liberal Society, for the Tories 
had made 110 approach to us whatso
ever requesting us to participate, and 
the first that we knew about the meet
ing was a note sent to our Secretary, 
on the day that the meeting took 
place, giving notice of when and 
where Brigadier Head was speaking. 

We would suggest to the Tories 
that this might be a good way to 
bring some more " Conservative-
Liberal " Associations into existence. 
Logically, the best way to ensure that 
the opposition does not oppose is to 
refrain from inviting them. Anyway, 
we hope that L.S.E. Tories will be 
able to explain this particular case in 
a better fashion than their Leader has 
explained the National issue. We 
await their reply with interest. 

Yours faithfully, 
WILLIAM TAYLOR, 

Secretary Liberal Society. 

Atta Boy, Charlie 
Dear Beaver, 

I write to protest at the deplorably 
low standard of debate shown on the 
evening of February the 2nd, when 
the L.S.E. made an attempt to discuss 
the motion that " This house desires 
the return of a Labour government." 

The coming election will see many 
abortive and inadequate debates 011 
the current political issues, but surely 
few will be so miserably lacking in 
informed and constructive thinking 
as that in the School that evening. 
Does it not seem reasonable to expect 
that a debate at the L.S.E. at such a 
time and 011 such an issue would be 
on a somewhat higher level than the 
Church hall, pre-election, free-for-all 
variety? Apparently not, for the 
opening speaker, after addressing us 
as " fellow students," did his utmost 
to insult our intelligence with un
adulterated street corner stuff. Did 
he really believe that we would be 
impressed by cheap references to Mr. 
Churchill's physical appearance, 
attempts to place bets with the 
Opposition, and " widows and chil
dren sob-stuff" from the "Daily 
Mirror"? His seconder presumably 
took her line from her principal. We 
had the edifying spectacle of a 
student hissing " deceitful " at her 
Opposition fellows as if they were all 
supplementing their F.E.T. Grants 
from Lord Woolton's millions. Has 
intolerance gone so far that we are 
unable to credit our fellows with 
sincerity in their beliefs, simply 
because they do not coincide with our 

FUN AND GAMES 
FOR 1950 

The potential scope for an Enter
tainments Committee in L.S.E. is 
very wide in theory, but in practice 
care has to be taken to avoid overlap
ping with the functions of other 
societies in the college. 

Dances Galore 

Nevertheless, the range of activities 
for the coming year should satisfy 
most people. First we have the 
V a l e n t i n e ,  C o m m e m o r a t i o n  a n d  
Michaelmas Balls, in addition to the 
numerous smaller dances to be held 
during the course of the year. For 
those lacking in ballroom confidence 
and skill, dancing classes are pro
vided, with a separate series of 
classes in the Latin American dances 
for the exotically minded. 

Then the '' Beaver '' Evenings ! 
These will come round about twice a 
term. 

Women Wanted 

We shall be organising theatre 
•parties and also invitations to the 
dances of other colleges. It is hoped 
to shanghai a sufficient number of 
women to our dances to level up the 
disparity between the sexes. 

The Michaelmas term will see the 
production of a revue, following the 
phenomenally successful " Place 
Pigalle " of last year. 

We shall welcome further practical 
suggestions. 

BRIDGE TABLE 
New Series 

No. I 
NORTH 

S — K73 
H — IC4 
D — AQ10832 
C — 8.| 

EAST 
S — A8 
II — A72 
D - K75 
C — AQ965 

SOUTH 

s -yj65-l 
H — 0Jto85J-
D —6 

~ = J  

N—S play four heart.West leads 
ten of spades, which is won by East, 
who leads back the eight of spades? 

How should South play to get his 
contract ? 

DUMMY. 

own? A speaker mentions reading 
something in the " Daily Express," 
and then hastily and apologetically, 
adds the excuse that it was read "over 
someone's shoulder." Have we all 
grown so dogmatic and doctrinaire 
that we are ashamed to be caught 
reading the other side's point of view? 

The Opposition did nothing to 
improve matters. They failed miser
ably to state any sort of coherent 
case, and dealt at far too great a 
length with far too few aspects. They 
too could not resist the temptation to 
insult, and Mr. Bevin's sartorial 
shortcomings were pointed out to the 
accompaniment of dutiful titters from 
the Right. They too could not resist 
the temptation to introduce their 
speeches, that witless chestnut, 
" Ladies, gentlemen, and Mr. X." 

Finally—and perhaps most repre
hensible of all—whenever a speaker 
got near to expressing a point in 
slightly technical language, he would 
shy like a frightened pony, and run 
off to hide behind the nearest quota
tion from the other side's speeches. 
And that in a hall in which, above 
all others, a sensible discussion of 
moral, social and economic matters 
might be expected to get a sym
pathetic hearing. 

The contributions from the floor 
were, with a few exceptions, little 
better. Mercifully they were shorter, 
but by 8.30 I had had enough. 

Lacking in a sense of humour? Far 
from it. But there is a world of 
difference between, say, the wit of 
Professor Laski in his address to the 
Union last Term on the "Beauty of 
Controversy," and the petty jibes, 
parrot cries of " Gestapo," and sneer
ing taunts which we were unfortunate 
enough to witness on this particular 
evening. Lack of both good taste 
and wit is surely inexcusable in this 
institution, even though it may be a 
standard weapon in the armoury of 
those who seek to conquer through 
the emotions, those whom they are 
incapable of convincing through 
reason. 

I left the hall saddened, angered, 
and ashamed—these feelings being 
deepened by the fact that the most, 
deplorable incident of the evening 
had been perpetrated by the party 
with which my own political sym
pathies lie. 

CHARLES A. WAGIIORN. 

WEST 

S — 1092 
H — 96 
D — J94 
C — Kro732 
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LANDSCAPE 
IN 

FRENCH ART 
RAGGING : 
' OUR DUTY TO THE COMMUNITY'' 
FREEDOM to think and act on one's own inclinations is only granted 

to a privileged few. The university student alone is offered an 
interim respite from the trammels of home and school life, and from the 
civilised restrictions of society as a whole. 

"ORGANISED EXHIBITIONISM 
BY PARASITIC STUDENTS" 

COME people are difficult to satisfy; L.S.E. provides many and 
varied forms of relaxation for its students, ranging from chess 

sets to playing fields, from the Socialist Society to the Social Science 
Department, throwing in Professor—(fill in to suit), and a Commemora
tion Ball, for good measure. But so deep-rooted are the inhibitions 
of some young gentlemen, such peculiar things happened to them in 
childhood, that they feel an urgent desire to engage in organised 
exhibitionism. 

Yet how many students fail to 
seize the opportunity by neglecting 
the lighter side of their education? 
The decline of ragging in the English 
universities within the last few years 
has largely been attributed to the 
increased number of ex-servicemen. 
The large majority of these men who 
were demobilised at the end of the 
war were weighed down by family 
responsibilities. However, the ex-
servicemen of to-day • are younger, 
with less worries. Freed from military 
restriction, it appears that they search 
quickly for other forms of discipline, 
and find them in the library and 
serious scholastic activities. The few 
lucky students, who have come 
straight from school, are immediately 
disillusioned, and have no alternative 
but to follow. To female students it 
is either a waste of time to rag or 
too " infra dig." 

Honours Through Joy 
When the time for exams, arrives, 

an individual under these conditions 
possesses an infinite capacity for 
knowing more and more about less 
and less. The student who always 
has his head in a book is incapable 
of thinking properly for himself and 
loses the art of criticism. When the 
time comes to take " Finals," he 
finds that his mind is a mass of un
connected thoughts. 

" Th' enthusiast Fancy was a 
truant ever," wrote Hazlitt, and this 
is still true of many famous personal
ities to-day whose " First Class 
Honours " were stimulated by a 
riotous party the night before. 

Good Old Mike 
Another feature, somewhat disturb

ing for Mike Thomson in particular, 
was the presence of forty boisterous 
French students, who had obviously 
never been to a Public School. Never
theless, Anglo-French relations were 
very friendly, and, on occasions, 
even intimate! 

" Schuss " and Shaw 
Skiing classes were arranged for all 

under the expert tutelage of a quali
fied French instructor, and the party 
soon found (or lost?) its ski legs. A 
potential " schuss " champion was 
unearthed in "Mighty " Jim Hillan, 
whose daredevil technique astonished 
even the local experts. 

The New Year was seen in at the 
local Casino in a manner befitting 
" Les Betes Anglaises." 20-franc 
chips were tossed around with debon
air abandon at the " Boule " tables, 
and by 3 a.m. various shirtless 
members of the party were seen to be 
seeking merciful oblivion at the bar. 
Techniques acquired after long nights 
of research in the Shaw Library now 
showed to good effect, and as the 
dawn broke, the party staggered back 
to the hostel ready to face the day's 
skiing. 

A scratch slalom race was held that 
afternoon, and Mike Peacock, pride of 

Free Entertainment 

Psychologists are fond of telling us 
of our repressed emotions which can
not always remain " bottled-up " for 
ever, the student is certainly no 
exception. (I refer to intellectual 
emotions, of course!) A great many 
revolutions have begun from univers
ities in the past. We have, a great 
tradition which we cannot ignore. 

Now I am not suggesting necessarily 
that we should storm the Senate 
House next Saturday! I am merely 
suggesting that we maintain an 
intellectual balance and that we 
should not spend all our time in the 
library, nor all our time in insulting 
policemen. Who knows, if K. Marx 
had allowed his youthful spirits full 
play, he might never have felt himself 
impelled to retire to the British 
Museum. Perhaps A. Hitler might 
have spared the world his wrath if 
interior decorating had been able to 
satisfy nis egotism. 

We must once again give entertain
ment, free of tax, to the community, 
which we have served so badly of late. 
It is both a right and a duty. Let us, 
also, try to give vent to our feelings 
so that after three years we shall feel 
so exhausted, that we shall be only 
too willing to accept the world as it 
is! 

Neither need we neglect our work if 
we remember the Shavian advice 
" that economy is the art of making 
the most of life." 

D. T. MUGGERIDGE. 

the Ski Club, won, only to collapse 
in an alcoholic stupor at the finish. 
Snow then fell for two days, and for 
the rest of the holiday we enjoyed 
perfect skiing conditions. 

The ski-run at the neighbouring 
village of Les Houches was stiff 
enough to test the best of us, yet at 
the same time was negotiated with 
varying degrees of success by even the 
beginners. A new record of 3^ hours 
for the 15-minute course was estab
lished by Audrey Reece, Barbara 
Bregman and others, and on this 
occasion, even the mighty Hillan was 
subdued. 

And Smuggling 
Some of the morf enthusiastic skiers 

found time to hitdh-hike to Geneva, 
and returned laden with nylons, 
cigarettes, chocolates, and other ski
ing essentials, while others nursed 
their injuries back at the hostel. 

The time soon came for us to 
return, and now a vote of thanks 
must go to our indefatigable organis
ing genius, Percy Rockwell (he of the 
Lamppost!), who showed Thos. 
Cook's men how the job should really 
be done. 

The last word must come from our 
" schuss " champion, who remarked, 
" It was a damn fine holiday, but the 
skiing was a bit of a nuisance!" 

At least, such is the most favour
able interpretation that I can place 
upon the campaign for the adoption 
of " rags " as a feature of L.S.E. life. 
This campaign, so far waged in public 
houses where the elite gather, has 
now opened upon a wider front. 
Perhaps the falling average age of 
students is thought to provide a 
better climate for these proposals— 
although L.S.E. was never noted for 
such activities in the pre-F.E.T.S. 
days when education was influenced 
to a greater degree by a freely-operat-
ing price mechanism. 

Rude Gestures 
Seriously, though, surely we can do 

without this sort of student hooligan
ism? For such it is, however its 
protagonists seek to hide the rather 
ugly fact. High spirits and rude 
gestures at authority are excellent 
things in the right context, but rags 
have a way of degenerating into 
public nuisances, with damage to 
private or public property. If there is 
ever mass unemployment in this 
country again (i.e., if—but let it 
pass), there may be some excuse for 
the unemployed if they break windows 
in Downing Street, or in the Carlton 
Club. But is there any reason why 
students, many of them supported out 
of public funds, and all of them at 
least temporarily parasitic upon the 
nation, should be given a licence not 
extended to their contemporaries in 
workshops or offices? 

It is true that L.S.E. lacks "cor
porate spirit; so does the rest of the 
formless, soulless entity miscalled the 
University of London. Will such a 
spirit be fostered if the student body 

More L.E.A. Grants 

It was attended by specialists in 
these problems from many universities 
in England and Wales, and they res
ponded by pressing that there should 
be at least 4,000 State Scholarships 
and 7,000 Local Education Authority 
awards each year to try to fill these 
places. 

For Mature Students 

Attention was paid to the needs of 
the mature student coming to the uni
versities from industry, and we 
resolved that the number of State 
Scholarships for Mature Students 
should be substantially increased. 

Housing Policy 

Our delegation was especially 
involved in the debate over the pro
vision of sufficient housing accommo
dation for Colonial students. We 
found that our resolution cut across 
basic N.U.S. policy which opposes as 
a fundamental principle any attempts 
to discriminate over these students. 
However, it was possible to insert into 
the final resolution of the conference 
a clause drawing attention to their 
special needs and pressing for the pro
vision of more hostels for both 
United Kingdom and Colonial 
students. 

Few or Inadequate 

During the evening session 011 
Saturday we heard a most interesting 
statement from Mr. Stone, Director of 
Education for Brighton. I feel that 
his point that grants can be either 
few and generous or more numerous 
and inadequate was given insufficient 
attention by delegates. It may well 

PORTABLE TYPEWRITER, in 
good working condition, less than 
^15, required by student. Near offers 
considered. Box 1. 

CAMERA.—Coronet "Cub" for sale. 
Hardly used, good as new, 30/-. 
Box 2. 

GERMAN PRISMATIC BINOCU
LARS, 10 x 50, in perfect condition, 
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encourages a minority of its mem
bers to make public nuisances of 
themselves? Surely the contrary is 
more likely. We shall not gain the 
better features of the residential uni
versities by imitating the behaviour 
of a small and irresponsible minority 
in them, who seek to revive an out
moded convention. 

Sense of Responsibility 
From time to time those of us who 

take some slight interest in student 
affairs feel moved to protest against 
the rather cavalier treatment meted 
out to us, and to our organisations, 
by the powers-that-be. It is to be 
hoped that a younger generation of 
students will not submit tamely to 
whatever treatment a. beneficient 
authority sees fit to dole out; but (as 
the economists are so fond of telling 
trade unionists), the claim to be con
sulted and to have one's opinions 
taken into account, must be accom
panied by a sense of responsibility, 
publicily demonstrated. As long as 
students are associated in the public 
mind, and in the official mind, with 
exploits in the decoration of monu
ments, or with the rather ungraceful 
ceremony of de-bagging, it will be 
difficult for our representatives to 
claim successfully the right to be 
treated as responsible members of the 
community. Yet we have serious 
problems, on which we need the 
support of public opinion. Old atti
tudes die hard, and it seems a pity 
to strengthen them by infantile 
behaviour. There must be other 
ways in which our frustrated friends 
can find an-outlet for their inhibitions. 

V. F. BECK. 

be that the next N.U.S. council will 
hear more about this very point, 
after delegates have reported back to 
their unions. 

Student Health Service 

There is not enough space to des
cribe the many facets of this important 
conference, but mention must be made 
to the contribution of Dr. Ronald J. 
Still, Medical Officer of Health, of 
Leeds University, who has become 
medical adviser to the N.U.S. He 
set forth with illuminating clarity the 
many factors which affect student 
health, not forgetting the problems 
caused by moral laxity, whose results 
can be " shattering " in their intens
ity. We can be sure that his speech 
will be of great help in our delibera
tions over the student health service. 

If one excludes Constable and 
Turner, the exhibition at the Academy 
is a comprehensive history of the 
development of European landscape 
painting since the 17th century, when 
Poussin first subordinated his figures 
to the generality of landscape patterns. 
Undoubtedly Constable influenced the 
evolution of the story, but his was 
a qomparativeljy slight contribution 
in the impressive bulk of the French 
volume. 

* * * 

Claude (1600-1682) was certainly 
one of the greatest innovators. He 
was the first to accord nature the 
sovereign right of prime subject in a 
picture. Looking, for instance, at 
" Erminia and the Shepherds " one's 
eye rests immediately on the quiet 
reflections of the distance, and is dis
turbed only by the slight formal 
assymetry of the tree groupings, poor 
Erminia merely provides an accept
able title for an essay in nature. 

* * * 

Poussin (1594-1665) is by contrast 
more restrained and more traditional. 
His carefully composed landscapes 
are exasperatingly free from emotional 
participation—almost from sympathy. 
In the main his figures dominate the 
scene and the landscape, as in " The 
Finding of Moses " seems to be in a 
different dimension. It is an excellent 
but formal pattern. It was not for 
200 years that Claude's curiousity 
was to become an accepted part of the 
tradition of landscape painting. 

* * * 

I must confess that I found Watteau 
(1684-1721), though colourful, some
what scrappy in his conception of 
design. True here is the break with 
Italy, but Watteau is lacking in both 
the enthusiasm of Claude and the 
balance of Poussin. My preference 
is for minor 18th century contributors 
like Boucher (1703-1770), or Hubert 
Robert (1733-1808), who, though 
deplorably incoherent in his rendering 
of " The Chateau de Baye," can be 
so superbly logical in the " Pont au 
Change." 

* * * 

Jean Corot's (1796-1875) link with 
Claude is manifested in his frequent 
curiosity about the moods of nature. 
" The Fisherman " and " Chateau 
Pierrefonds " are testimonies of his 
sincerity. Particularly striking is his 
rejection of the traditional chromatic 
schemes of the academicians when we 
compare his " Chateau Pierrefonds " 
with Tuet's heavy rendering of the 
same subject some 20 years later. In 
Millet and Rousseau (1814-1875 and 
1812-1867) we find also the Barbizon 
sincerity; "The Gleaners" from the 
Louvre is a familiar work, the sultry 
landscape is live, even though sub
ordinate to the movement of the 
natural, but undeniably temporary, 
posture of the peasants. 

* * * 

If Impressionism sought to portray 
the nature of light and air it rose with 
Corot and Millet, and reached its 
apogee in the dancing almost form
less colour of Monet's (1840-1926) 
"Road at La Roche—Guyon " and 
was engulfed, for it was too artificial 
to survive, in the mists at Charing 
Cross. This movement in search of 
light and atmosphere could be inter
preted as being antithetical to the 
300 years of a thesis in line and form. 
Cezanne is on this basis the ultimate 
synthesis but this basis is not 
necessary to an appreciation of the 
exhibition. 

*  P E R S O N A L  A D V E R T S  *  

DERSONAL Advertisements can now be accepted for student 

exchanges and sales. A nominal rate of 6d. for four lines will 

be charged. Advertisements for the next issue should be sent to the 

Editor before February 18th. 
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—  c o n t a i n i n g  a r t i c l e s  o n  

o n e  t h i n g  a n d  a n o t h e r  

and 

p o s s i b l y  a  t h i r d  

NOW ON SALE 

Price l'-

*  C H A M O N I X  *  

j^URING the Vac. 15 hardy members of the Alpine Ski Club showed 
the flag at the Chamonrx Youth Hostel, high in the French Alps. 

After a long journey, involving only such minor mishaps as getting 
off at the wrong station and losing half of Percy's luggage, we arrived 
at the Auberge de Jeunesse in high spirits, which were not even 
dampened by our first introduction to French sanitation in the raw. 
(Helas! Monsieur, il n'y a pas de cabinet!) 

N.U.S. HEALTH AND 
WELFARE CONFERENCE 

TT is estimated that 15,000 students now at Universities with F.E.T. 
grants will leave at the end of the present session, and there will not 

be any new ones to replace them. This is the major fact revealed to 
the second national Grants and Welfare Conference organised by the 
N.U.S., which was held at Bedford College on Saturday and Sunday, 
January 28th and 29th. 
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PROFILE 

DANIELS IN THE 
LION'S 

At the Council elections last 
term, Miss Kay Graw was re
turned as the President of the 
Union. Since then, she has goi 
married, so it is as Mrs. Daniels 
that she will rule us. 

Kay was born in Chicago in 1916— 
and doesn't mind admitting it. School 
in her native city and at Minneapolis 
left her, she says, without suspicion 
of academic or athletic distinction. In 
1933, she went to work for the Illinois 
Emergency Relief Commission for 
some months, till transferred to 
the Information Bureau at the 
Chicago World's Fair. The next four 
years saw her keeping the hire-
purchase books for a chain of radio-
dealers. Then she moved, gladly, to 
New York and was secretary in a 
furniture warehouse for two years. 

Relief 
The outbreak of war in Europe en

abled Kay to return to what seems to 
have been her " first love "—practical 
help for the needy. She became an 
organiser, speaker and collector for 
one of those great and generous enter
prises so characteristic of our friends 
in the U.S.A.—in this case, the 
Fosterparents' Plan for War Chil
dren orphaned or separated from their 
parents by the evening. In 1941, she 
undertook similar work for British 
War Relief. From 1942 to 1944, Kay 
worked for the materials procurement 
division of a California® aircraft com
pany, except for a short period in 
Philadelphia, when aptly enough in 
that city, she helped some friends in 
the Women's International League, a 
pacifist organisation which couldn't 
afford staff at war-inflated wages! 

And Rehabilitation 
Kay next entered upon a third dis

tinct period of her life, which was to 
have a profound influence on her, and 
to bring her to L.S.E. She was taken 
011 by UNRRA and sent to Italy it 
the beginning of 1945, when the Allies 
had liberated most of the peninsula 
and the vital work of " relief and re-

Tlie motion proposed by L.S.E. ran 
" that a handful of commonsense is 
worth a heap of learning." 

DEN 
habilitation " had begun. In 1947, 
Kay was transferred to China, where 
she was executive officer of the 
UNRRA mission in Shanghai. Iler 
impression of this period is that she 
had thought Italian officialdom cor
rupt and inefficient, until she saw the 
Chinese Nationalists. 

To The L.S.E. 
In 1948 Ka.y came to Britain and 

L.S.E. She was tired of being told 
by UNRRA'S tame economists that 
she didn't understand the mystical 
science (sic) and L.S.E. has an 
excellent reputation in the U.S.A. 
Her previous history makes it evident 
why she became chairman of the 
Health Committee and secretary of 
the Welfare Committee in the "Burgh 
administration," posts in which she 
did a great deal of work on the Blood-
donor and Chest X-ray services in 
particular. These facts explain in 
turn why she will be an excellent 
President. Given the structure and 
functions of the Union, the prime 
quality of a good President is a keen 
interest in, and a desire to serve, his oi
lier fellow-students. In addition, Kay 
has already shown a good sense of the 
" feel " of the meeting and clearly 
has the Union's confidence. Her 
election, unopposed, was in marked 
contrast to the deluge of candidates 
at the nether—or fresher-—end of 
the scale. 

But fundamental problems face 
Kay and the new Council. In the first 
place, the perennial lack of interest in 
the Union makes it essential that 
fewer meetings lie held, "Student 
Business " be discussed less often and 
more top-level debates be held, as 
Professor Laski urged us last term. 
Secondly, the New Regulations make 
it likely that even less support for 
the Union will be forthcoming in the 
future, in which case the whole struc
ture and function of the Union will 
need fundamental reconsideration. A 
Union which rarely attracts 100 out of 
over 2,000 regular students is no Union 
at all. It is by their success in creating 
a " more perfect Union " that Kay 
Daniels and her Council will be 
judged. 

ELDER STATESMAN. 

MEN'S BOAT CLUB 

(NEW REGS.—continued) 

differentiation between students who 
had studied economics previously, and 
those who had studied the subject 
lor only two terms. 

Fewer Subjects 
Prof. Robbins then took over to 

deal with the aims and purposes of 
the new degree, with special reference 
to essays. He first outlined the 
faults of the Old Regs—the main ones 
being too much specialisation, not 
enough essays, compulsory lectures, 
and lack of tutorial supervision. The 
New Regulations were therefore 
framed to avoid specialisation and to 
provide a much wider foundation 011 
which to base specialisation at a later 
stage. A carefully devised essay pro
gramme was introduced whereby 
students had 26 essays in their first 
two years. The number of lectures 
was reduced and they were made 
voluntary, while many more compul
sory classes were arranged to provide 
for more adequate discussion of essays. 

Prof. Robbins then went on to 
challenge the notion that students 
had too much work to do. Oxford 
and Cambridge had at least one essay 
a week. In contrast to the Old 
Regulations, there were fewer lectures" 
and fewer papers in the finals. Why 
then did the New Regulations students 
feel they had too much work? 

Lost Causes 
Many speakers eagerly accepted 

this challenge, but students' views 
received little sympathy from Prof. 
Robbins. Tales of anything up to 
five essays in the Vacation were shown 
(to Prof. Robbins' satisfaction, at 
least) to be gross exaggerations. 
Despite evidence to the contrary, lie 
could not believe that students were 
really unable to find time to do read
ing outside the scope of essay 
subjects. 

Apparently Prof. Robbins regarded 
any complaints outside the realm of 
the Economics Department as excep
tional and unique. Sociology and 
International Relations students were 
unfortunate in that their tutors 
couldn't give help 011 the intricacies of 
the Cost theory. Historians were 
exceptional in the amount of reading 
they had to face, and the small 
amount of ground covered by their 
essays. 

In fact when the meeting finally 
ended, it was obvious that the New 
Regulations had weathered the storm 
intact. Pilot Robbins was still 
triumphantly seated at the wheel 
with the decks around him littered 
with the mangled remains of Lost 
Causes. 

RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB 
Despite a defeat in the first match 

of the Lent Term, club members are 
feeling justifiably confident. If few 
injuries are suffered the success of 
the Michaelmas Term should continue. 

Only one season has since 1945 been 
as successful as the present. While 
the teams were settling down several 
games were lost. The MicTiaelmas 
Term ended after six consecutive 
victories by the 1st XV with the 
club record as below : — 

Pts. Pts. 
P. W. L. D. For Agst. 

1st XV 16 10 6 o 155 109 
"A" XV 13 7 6 o 112 106 

(The "A" XV were unfortunate, 3 
matches were cancelled by opponents.) 

The 1st XV collected 54 pts. in 
consecutive matches v. Shoreditch 
College and Inland Revenue, with no 
opposition score. They displayed 
best form v. University College, 
London (won 14—8) and Wadham 
College, Oxford (won 11—3). All 
visits to Oxford brought victory. At 
the opening of the season the Royal 
Veterinary College inflicted the 
heaviest defeat by 27 pts. to 6. 

The team has failed to find a heavy 
attacking centre three-quarter. 
Russell, Jones, and Dowell, played 
consistently well in the forward; 
Cornelius, David, and Travis, out
side the scrum. 

Second XV play lias been confident 
and effective. Their record does not 
do justice to them. It includes a 
heavy defeat by a strong Wasps Extra 
"A" at the opening of the season by 
37 pts. to nil. In their first match of 
the Lent Term, thirteen of them made 
amends for this defeat by a 31 pts. to 
nil victory over West Ham College. 

The club wishes a speedy recovery 
to injured members, especially F. W. 
Taylor. 

We invite any reader to come along 
and join the club and help us in 
ensuring yet more successes. 

G. G. ROBERTS. 
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(SHE PASSED THROUGH LORRAINE— 
continued) 

of militarism ancient and modern, the 
final justification for conscription. On 
the other hand it is rather difficult to 
justify Father Michael ethically for he 
portrayed the downfall of the Church 
before fetes in Vicarage Gardens went 
to work. He compensated to some 
degree for his evil influence by having 
a gyroscopic head which "revolved 
most endearingly, presenting his 
sickly leer to every member of the 
audience and cast, whilst his question
naires had all the sinister intonation 
of a B.B.C. Quiz Master. Nicholas 
disseminated the seeds of his great 
learning on all sides with a most 
devil-may-care contortion of the lips. 
But as he tumbled to Joan's deceit 
before anyone else, we don't trust that 
gentleman. 

And Miracles 
Before finishing we cannot omit a 

few brief comments about the girl 
who caused all the fuss. After seeing 
the saintly light twinkling in those 
big, beautiful eyes we'conclude that 
we know quite a few people who 
qualify for haloes. Her miracle-
making was high grade stuff. The 
genuine surprise of the cast on the 
return of Robert towards the end of 
the second act can only be explained 
by those fortunate to have witnessed 
the rehearsals; even the electricians 
breathed a devout " Amen " on his 
dramatic re-appearance. 

To convince us that the play had 
social significance, two mediaeval 
journalists exposed the technique of 
our own exonerated Press Lords. 
They left us as helpless as then-
successors leave us. 

All in all we may say that this show 
was remarkable entertainment and :t 
certainly shows that the Dramatic 
Society is pulsating with life. Else
where one might be embarrassed by 
terms like "decor," "acting-techni
que," " controlled-suspense " and 
" dramatic force." Not so here—and 
we enjoyed it all the more. 

Anarchy Forever 
One of thpsp titbits ij to i'ic 

, . fT, ,,- T T" n ."TT'~ 1-- <~; 17 a Slllall 
but enlightened group of people who 
believe with eager zeal in the blessings 
of anarchy, but are precluded from 
doing anything about their beliefs 
by the constitutional contradictions 
inherent in any form of " anarchic 
organisation " as well as by lack of 
sympathy, support and liquid assets. 
If you have any of these to offer, 
please do so to Peter Avis. 

Gerald Phillips, Secretary of the 
1 ndustry and Commerce Society which 
has now over a hundred members, 
tells me that they have an interesting 
and active programme mapped out 
for this term. Among their speakers 
they expect Doctor Northcott, the 
Personal Management expert, 011 
"Are Incentives Effective?" and 
Mr. George Chelioti, of the G.E.C., 
who has just returned fronrthe U.S. 
where he created a first-rate rumpus 
by his remarks about British work
men. Of the Society's visits, a 
popular one promises to be the one 
to Guiness's Brewery at Park Royal. 
Others are planned (all, however, on 
Wednesday afternoons), to the Pyrene 
Co. (Fire Extinguishers), and to the 
Glacier Metal Co. as well as a probable 
one to a T.V. and record factory. For 
an annual subscription of one shilling 
it seems good value. 

And It's Free 
The Middle East Society 110 longer 

boasts, as Vice-President, Val Sherman 
who has forsaken it for another. But 
though the Society has lost Sherman, 
it has now found a policy composed 
of three tenets. These are:—1, 
Political independence of all Middle 
Eastern States. 2, Economic progress 
in the Middle East. 3, The har
monious co-operation of the member 
states of the Middle East, one with 
the other, so that their effective 
collaboration may be an integral 
factor in world peace. The Society is 
concentrating all its efforts this term 
on one terrific super-do 011 Monday, 
February 20th, consisting of a FREE 
F i 1 m - s h o w, " Teheran," " Via 
Persia" and " To-day and To
morrow," followed by dancing and 
convivialities in the Three Tuns. 

Soc Soc has a lively and contro
versial programme which starts off 
with Betty Bartlett, whose husband 
is now under sentence of death in a 
Greek prison. She will speak 011 
" The situation in Greece." The 
other events include a talk by the 
Dean of Canterbury on " Religion and 
Socialism " (the Dean is a recognised 
authority on the latter subject), and 
one by a member of the Unity 
Theatre on his job there. Later there 
will be talks 011 " Music in the Soviet 
Union," and 011 " Mapam in Israel, 
and also a series of discussions between 
members of the Lab. Soc. and Com. 
Soc. on " Socialism and Democracy." 
Apart from the discussions which are 
on Thursdays, all these talks take 
place 011 Fridays at 4 p.m. in Room 8. 
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THE MIRACLE 
Academy Cinema. Director: Roberto 

Kosellini. 

This is the story of a simple Italian 
peasant woman, who, while tending 
the goats on the hills one. day, 
imagines a passing tramp to be her 
patron saint, St. Joseph. Overcome 
by the heat of the day and the wine 
given to her by the tramp, she falls 
asleep. Some time later while she is 
looking after the children at harvest 
1'me she faints, and the villagers dis
cover that she is pregnant. They 
pretend to believe her assertion that 
it is a holy child at first, but later 
they mock her, placing a bowl on her 
head as a halo. 

* * * 

She flies to the hills and reaches a 
little church on top of the mountain, 
where she gives birth to her child. 

Kosellini has always been a great 
director, but in " The Miracle " he 
surpasses himself. He has a story to 
tell, and he tells it with great beauty 
and sincerity. The superb camera 
work which blends the actions of the 
characters so well with the landscape 
is another noticeable feature of the 
film. 

* * * 

1 iie Miracle " is dedicated by 
Kosellini to t. h e art of Anna 
Magnani, and rightly so, for in it 
she gives her finest performance to 
date. With other actresses one is 
often all to well aware that they are 
playing a part, but Anna Magnani 
assumes the character of Nannina, the 
peasant woman who is convinced God 
has chosen her to bear a holy child, 
to the minutest detail, and it is diffi
cult to believe that she is merely 
acting. 

On February 14th, the Jewish 
Society w a s addressed b y Dr. 
Bienemeld, tile legal Klvi«r-to—thr^ 
World Jewish Congress. Next week 
they will hold the A.G.M. .TrrcT thix 
will be followed 011 February 28th, by 
a talk by Miss Lawrence, of the Board 
of Guardians, 011 Jewish Social work. 
The term's activities will conclude 
with a Purim party early in March. 

A talk on " Pre-Raphaelite Poetry " 
was given by Mr. Chapman to the 
Art Society 011 Monday, February 
13th. at 4.30 p.m. This is to be 
followed in a fortnight's time by an 
illustrated talk by Mr. Denys Sutton, 
011 " Modern American Art." Other 
functions later in the term will include 
an exhibition of designs for Opera and 
Ballet, Films 011 Matisse, .and the 
A.G.M. Cheap tickets for the London 
Art Exhibition can be obtained 
through the Society. 

The Conservative Society have 
characteristically scrapped their pro
gramme, to clear their decks for the 
General Election for which, having 
lost their aim, they arc now redoubl
ing their efforts. The intended visit 
of Sir Waldron Smithers to address the 
Union was not at the instigation of 
the Con. Soc.; in fact all but one of 
their members looked forward to it 
with apprehension. 

Finally the Y.H.A. It seems to 
have the most crowded term-pro
gramme with Sunday-rambles on 
Eebruary 12th and again on March 5th 
and 12th. I11 addition they will be 
away all weekend at Nazeing and 
Saffron Walden over March 17th and 
18th. They are also planning to hold 
regular Thursday afternoon tea meet
ings with talks, and supper-party in 
the Three Tuns, the A.G.M., a 
working-party weekend, and finally 
an eight-day Easter vacation tour. 
All of which should keep somebody 
pretty busy. 

L. L. 

W O M E N 'S H O C K E Y  C L U B  
Last year the writer 011 the 

Women's Hockey Club was at pains 
to show that femininity and grace are 
by no means incompatible with 
hockey. However, this does not, of 
necessity, mean that the teams are 
composed of drooping lilies only cap
able of playing an apathetic game. 
On the contrary, vigorous and 
energetic play, combined with a deter
mination to score, has so far marked 
the club's career this season. Out of 
eleven 1st XI fixtures so far played 
this season, eight were victories, one 
a draw and two defeats, while the ist 
XI has scored fifty-eight goals with 
only twenty-eight against it. Oil 
Wednesdays an "A" XI takes the 
field, while a 2nd XI is occasionally 
mastered. 

In entering for the U.L.A.U. 
tournament the club hopes and 
intends to do well, while all members 
will endeavour to make this term s 
record one of unbroken success. 

MARGARET A. McWILLIAM. 

Idols and Nuts 
For L.S.E., Val Sherman, who first 

of all confessed his faults in the 
manner of a Hungarian Cardinal, told 
how he had become disillusioned in 
his boyhood idols: Socrates who had 
drunk himself to death; Ovid whose 
love-lore had proved a double-edged 
weapon; Professor Laski; Napoleon 
who had stupidly marched on 
Moscow instead of establishing a few 
party cells in the city. Another mem
ber of the team, arguing that ignor
ance is conducive of bliss, quoted 
Professor Laski. The last speaker for 
L.S.E., A1 Bermel, forgot to mention 
the Professor; instead the highlight of 
his speech was a remark that anybody 
without a kernal of commonsense was 
definitely a. nut. 

Open Spaces 
The Wye College team were obvi

ously impressed by this self-advertis
ing campaign, and one of them, a 
Canadian student, said that they 
were proud to be debating an institu
tion whose reputation for cussedness 
still echoed through the Gold Camps 
of the North West Provinces and was 
commemorated in a folk-song entitled 
" Morris-J ones and Laski." 

The judges commented 011 the high 
standard of debating and spoke of the 
pleasant atmosphere in which it was 
conducted. They may have meant by 
this that there was plenty of fresh 
air—for the Old Theatre was less than 
a tenth full. It may be that debating 
is regarded as a means and not an 
end in this highly practical place. 

The L.S.E. team was Alan Milne, 
Bernard Levin, Val Sherman, John 
Hutchinson, and A.l Bermel. 

The Michaelmas Term is not an 
easy term at the University Boat 
House. Crowds of " freshers " des
cending on the already overcrowded 
accommodation, put a great strain on 
the limited number of boats, and the 
ingenuity and organisational ability 
of club captains. As the policy of 
L.S.E. is to give the maximum 
opportunity for competitive rowing, 
an early start was made in training 
three crews for the Winter " Eights 
Regatta—only two other clubs of the 
12 or so men's clubs at Chiswick 
entered three crews. Illnesses took 
their toll, however, and the eights 
which eventually competed on Dec. 
10th were not as strong as could have 
been wished. 

The " A " and " B " crews were 
beaten in their heats by Q.M.C. "A" 
and N.E.C. " B " respectively, but 
the " C " crew, consisting entirely of 
" freshers," put up a very good show 
in beating U.C. " C " and then losing 
narrowly to N.E.C. " B " in the semi
final. 

The main event of the Lent Term 
is the Thames " Head of the River " 
Race (rowed over the boat-race course 
of 4] miles) on April ist, and it is 
also hoped to enter for the Reading 
" Head of the River," which takes 
place a fortnight previously. Three 
crews are being selected, a ist, a 2nd, 
and a " lightweight " crew, and in 
addition it is hoped to start training 
two fours for the summer regattas. 

In view of the good performances 
of L.S.E. crews in the longer distance 
events last year, it is hoped that the 
Lent Term will be, competitively, 
more successful than the Michaelmas 
Term. 

C. A. W. (Vice-Capt.). 

U.L.U. DEBATING 
CHAMPIONSHIP: 

L.S.E. DEFEATED 
tjHOULD female cyclists wear shorts or bloomers? Does the 

transcendant nature of a professor's calling justify such absent 
mindedness as lecturing in pyjama trousers or none at all? These 
and Professor Laski were topics which figured prominently in the 
second round of the U.L.U. Debating Championships on January 27th 
when an L.S.E. team met, and was defeated by a team from Wye 
College. 

SOCIETIES COLUMN 
^ONTINUED and frantic appeals in prominent places to all Society 

Secretaries for information of projected activities, etc., have in the 
main confirmed my earlier suspicion that these worthy personages 
are for the most part illiterate (except in the case of the political 
societies where continued mental obiivion has presumably transcended 
to the physical level). Therefore this column must perforce resort 
for material to corridor-gossip rather than cloak itself behind the 
voluminous mantle of " authoritative sources." 


